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SPECIAL FEATURES TO HAIL 60th ANNIVERSARY INDEPENDENCE DAY
Article POEM CARTOON

Keep spirit of
cherishing independence

alive and dynamic

 In Myanmar history, the
Myanmar people’s spirit of cherishing
and safeguarding independence has been
strong and prominent. We have the re-
sponsibility  to strive to keep this spirit
alive and dynamic in our coming gen-
erations for prosperity.

 Senior General Than Shwe
Chairman of the State Peace and

Development Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services

(From message sent on the occasion of
the 49th Anniversary Independence Day)

NAY PYI TAW, 2 Jan — As a gesture of hailing
the 60th Anniversary Independence Day, the Pathi
Hydropower Plant implemented by Hydropower Gen-
eration Enterprise under the Ministry of Electric Power
No 1 was held at the plant in Toungoo Township this
morning.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman of Bago
Division Peace and Development Council Commander
of Southern Command Maj-Gen Ko Ko said that Pathi
Hydropower Plant was built on Pathi Creek near
Ngwetaunglay Village, 10 miles from Toungoo, with

Pathi Hydropower Plant
 in Toungoo Tsp inaugurated to hail
60th Anniversary Independence Day

the use of water from Pathi Dam. It was completed on
15 February 1997 and opened on 28 February, at-
tended by Chairman of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Serv-
ices Senior General Than Shwe. The Ministry of
Electric Power No 1 fulfilled the demand of electricity
for the region by implementing the second phase of the
project. In accord with the guidance given by Head of
State Senior General Than Shwe, the Ministry of
Electric Power No 1 supplied power to Thandaunggyi

(See page 6)

NAY PYI TAW, 2 Jan—Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and
Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of condolence to  His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, on the demise of Her Royal Highness Princess Galyani
Vadhana, elder sister of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej on 2 Janauary 2008.

MNA

Senior General Than Shwe
sends message of condolence to

King of Thailand

Commander Maj-Gen Ko Ko, Minister Col Zaw Min and Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min inspect Pathi Hydropower Plant in Toungoo. — MNA

If you owe gratitude to those who have
sacrificed lives for independence...

* We all know
Eras of Kyansittha,

Bayintnaung
And U Aungzeya
Saw the building of
nation

Myanmar had been able to stand
tall in the world only when national
brethren worked hard in harmony for
national progress after the nation
regained independence.

Achievements of the transport
sector throughout the nation in 2007 Historic nationalistic

fervour
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PERSPECTIVES
* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire
Thursday, 3 January, 2008

Strive for development of
rural areas
   The government has been providing agri-
cultural requirements including supply of
safe drinking water and irrigation as agri-
culture is the basic occupation of rural areas.
It is also building infrastructures in order to
improve economy, education and health care
services of rural people.
    Village-to-village roads, rural-to-urban
ones and district-to-district ones are being
built for ensuring smooth transport, the key
for development. Graval and tarred roads
are also being upgraded in the nation.
    Hailing the 60th Anniversary Independ-
ence Day, Aung San Pyithaya Road in Pyay
Township, Bago Division (West), Napha-in-
Kyakhat rural road, new building of Kantha
Village Post-Primary School in Budalin
Township, Sagaing Division, rural health
care centre of Kyauktalon Kyaungsu Village
in Nay Pyi Taw Lewe Township and a cer-
emony to launch supply of water from Phugyi
in Insein Township were held.
    There has been sufficiency of drinking
water in over 7,000 villages in Sagaing,
Magway and Mandalay Divisions and over
9,000 villages in other states and divisions
due to the efforts of the government and
wellwishers.
    Development of rural areas is related to
the development of urban areas. Economic,
education and health sectors have improved
day by day owing to the efforts of the govern-
ment and cooperation of local people and
wellwishers. We believe that socio-economic
life of rural people will surely be raised
through already-achieved progress.
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SCHOOL FAMILY DAY
1-3 January, 2008

YANGON, 1 Jan
— Organized by Work
Committee for Enhance-
ment of Information
Technology under the
Union of Myanmar Fed-
eration of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
and sponsored by Prom-
ised Land Trading Co,
Emeritus Professor of

UMFCCI to give talks on context of
development theory and globalization

Kobe University of Japan
retired Professor Dr Tin
Soe of Yangon Institute
of Economics will give
talks on an economics in-
terpretation of some
Myanmar traditional con-
cepts in the context of de-
velopment theory and glo-
balization at No 29 on the
first floor of Mingalar Hall

of UMFCCI office tower
on Minye Kyawswa
Road in Lanmadaw
Township at 2 pm on
Saturday.

Executives from
UMFCCI and its brother
associations, members
and interested persons
may attend the talks.

MNA

YANGON, 1 Jan—Minister for Communications,
Posts and Telegraphs Brig-Gen Thein Zaw inspected
Bahan auto exchange of Myanma Posts and Telecom-
munications here this afternoon.

At the meeting hall, chief engineer of auto tel-
ephone department  explained  the project for installa-
tion of more auto exchange phones in Hlaingthaya
Industrial Zone. The chief engineers of IT department
and mobile communication department also explained
voice mail and prepaid software systems. The minister
fulfilled the requirements.

Next, the minister looked into the installation of
voice mail and extension of auto telephone lines.

MNA

CPT Minister inspects
communication services

NAY PYI TAW, 1
Jan—Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Maj-
Gen Hla Tun looked into
Myanma Economic Bank
(District Branch) in
Toungoo, Toungoo
Township, Bago Division
this afternoon. Managing
Director U Myat Maw
and the Manager of the
Bank reported on finan-
cial matters and banking
services to the minister
who spoke of the need for
officials concerned to ef-
fectively carry out bank-
ing services that would
give rise to economic de-
velopment.

On arrival at the
Myanma Insurance
(Toungoo District) Office,

Minister looks into Myanma
Economic Bank (District

Branch) in Toungoo

the minister heard a report
on functions of the insur-
ance presented by the Dis-
trict Manager and depart-

mental officials and urged
them to make innovative
efforts for further devel-
opment of insurance serv-

Minister for Finance and Revenue Maj-Gen Hla Tun inspects

Myanma Insurance (Branch) of Toungoo District. — F&R

ices and to widen the scope
of knowledge of the peo-
ple on insurance.

MNA

Haka (-2ºC)

Loilem (4ºC)

Pinlaung and

Heho (5ºC)

Significant
Night

Temperatures

Majjhimagonyi Sayadaw
to deliver sermons

       YANGON, 2  Jan — Presiding Nayaka of Majjhimagonyi
Mahasi Sasana Yeiktha near National Race Village in
Tharkayta Township Dhammakathika Bahujanahitadhara
Kammahtanacariya  Mahasi Dhammakathika Sasana
Taxila Dhammacariya Bhaddanta Dr Kovida, B.A, M.A,
Ph.D (India) will deliver sermons in 23rd Street (upper)
and in Ward 8, Insein Township on 3 January, in Yamonya
Ward 1, Dawbon Township on 4 January, in Mahlwagon
Htaykywe Ward in Tamway Township on 5 January, in
Panbingyi Street in Kyimyindine Township and in 46th
Street on 6 January, at Botahtaung Pagoda on 7 January,
in 139th Street in Maugon Ward, Tamway Township on
9 January, in Lanmadaw Township on 12 January, at
Wanbe-in Village in Bago Division and Dabein on 13
January, in Livestock Breeding Compound in Insein Town-
ship and Kawasho Co Ltd on 14 January, at Myainggalay,
Cement Plant in Kayin State on 15 and 16 January, in
Shwegun on 17 and 18 January, in Mawlamyine on 19 and
20 January, in Hpa-an on 21-24 January, in Kawkareik on
25 and 26 January, in Maesot 27 and 28 January, in
Myawady on 27-29 January and in Thaton on 30-31
January.—MNA
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Nicaraguan
police  seize
672  kilos  of

cocaine
MANAGUA, 2 Jan— The

Nicaraguan authorities
seized 672 kilos of cocaine
transported in a tank truck,
said the National Police
on Monday.

In a Sunday night
operation code named
“Sin Tregua” (No Truce),
the police found the drug
in 30 sacks in a secret
compartment in the truck
from Costa Rica.

 The truck, transporting
soja resin in disguise, was
licensed in Guatemala.

 Gerberh Cifuentes, the
driver, was a Guatemalan
native. He was handed
over to the prosecutors of
the Public Ministry for
further investigation and
trial.

The drug’s final
destination was allegedly
the United States, said
Carlos Palacios, a sub-
director of the National
Police.

 MNA/Xinhua

US anti-war activists plan
protest near Rose Parade

Thai monarch pleads for
national stability

Tourists visit the Giza pyramids in Cairo, capital of Egypt, on 1 Jan, 2008.

Egyptian Ministry of Tourism has said that over 10 million tourists of various

nationalities visited Egypt in 2007, 10 percent more than in 2006.—XINHUA

Volcano erupts in Chile,
150 evacuated

BANGKOK, 2 Jan—
The widely-respected
King Bhumibol
Adulyadej of Thailand on
Monday called for unity
among Thai people,
urging them to put national
stability above personal
and vested interest and not
creating any condition that
will lead to social division.

In his televised New
Year’s eve address, the
world’s longest reigning
monarch emphasized
unity and responsible
behaviour among his
subjects.

“As you are well aware
that our country has gone
through a transition period
over the past two years.
We eventually have passed
through a crucial turning

point with a new
Constitution and newly-
elected Members of
Parliament in place.
Therefore, it is the duty of
all of us to help one another
to support the country to
achieve normalcy and
stability, with the nation

being the ultimate goal,”
the King said.  “Each
party should put aside
personal interest, extend
compassion and goodwill
to each other without
creating any condition that
will cause a division in our
society. —MNA/Xinhua

LOS ANGELES, 1 Jan—
US anti-war activists said
Sunday they plan to protest
on the sidelines of the Rose
Parade in Pasadena on New
Year’s Day, calling for an
end to the Iraq war and the
impeachment of President
George W Bush and Vice-
President Dick Cheney.

 A group call itself the
White Rose Coalition said
its members would demon-
strate in front of the TV
camera platforms from 6
am on New Year’s Day,
two hours before the
famous annual holiday
event begins. Organizers
plan to start demonstrating
during preparade telecasts,
according to Peter Thot-

tam, the coalition’s
spokesman. “Everything
we are doing is strictly
within our First Amend-
ment rights, and we do not
want to interrupt anyone’s
enjoyment of the parade,”
he said. “We have made it
clear to every participant
that we want to be
respectful.”

 “We are a decentralized
group simply trying to get
our message out through
the mainstream media
blockade, especially about
the impeachment of the
president of the United
States,” said Thottam, a
lawyer and former political
candidate for the Green
Party.—MNA/Xinhua

Song Qiangyi (C), poses for photographers after being named China’s Miss
Tourism of the Globe 2007, with first runner-up Ma Dan (L) and second runner-up

Xu Ying, in Haikou, South China’s Hainan Province, on 1 Jan, 2008. —XINHUA

Smoke rises

from the

Llaima

volcano,

located some

850 km (528

miles) south

of Santiago,

on 1 Jan,

2008.

INTERNET

SANTIAGO, 1 Jan—
About 150 people were
evacuated as the Llaima
volcano in southern Chile
erupted on Tuesday, but
no casualties or damage
were reported.

Eyewitnesses saw thick
smoke and lava emerging
from Llaima, one of the
most active of the dozens
of volcanos in Chile.

The 3,125-metre vol-

cano, located inside the
Conguillio National
Park in the Araucania
region, began spurting
lava and ash in the
afternoon, the National
Emergency Office told
journalists.

Those evacuated were
tourists and National Forest
Service employees, offi-
cials said.

More people from the

nearby villages and
towns would be
evacuated if necessary,
officials said.

An “early alert” was
declared around the
volcano, which is located
some 650 kilometres
south of Santiago.

The volcano, which last
erupted in May, has fre-
quent moderate eru-
ptions.—Internet

Pakistan’s  elections
postponed  till 11 Feb

ISLAMABAD, 2 Jan— The Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) will postpone the general
elections, scheduled to be held on 8 January , till at
least 11 February , local TV channel DAWN NEWS
reported on Tuesday.

 The meeting of ECP has concluded here on
Tuesday and an official announcement is expected to
be made on the timing of polls, said the report.

 Some local media reported earlier that the date for
the general elections would be delayed until the end of
February.

 The slain former prime minister Benazir
Bhutto’s People’s Party (PPP) has said that any
delay of the general elections would be
“unacceptable” and they urged the ECP to hold
elections as scheduled.

 Former prime minister Nawaz Sharif also called
for the government to hold elections in time.

 The pro-Musharraf party Pakistan Muslim League-
Quaid said on Monday that it was prepared for the 8
January  elections. — MNA/Xinhua
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Nurses attend to newly born babies at a hospital in southwestern China’s
Chongqing municipality on 2 Jan, 2008.China’s one child policy limits most
urban couples to one child and rural families to two in an attempt to control

population growth and conserve natural resources in the world’s most
populous country. —XINHUA

JAKARTA, 2 Jan—
Indonesia’s Health Minis-
try’s Crisis Mitigation
Centre disclosed that the
recent floods and land-
slides in Central Java and
East Java have left 102
people dead and 21 others
missing.

The victims consisted
of 78 dead and 12 missing
in Central Java, and 24
dead and nine missing in
East Java, the centre’s
head, Rustam S Pakaya,
was quoted Wednesday by

Chinese President Hu Jintao delivers the New Year

address in Beijing, capital of China, on 31 Dec,

2007. President Hu Jintao called for world peace

and development in the address broadcast on

Monday to domestic and overseas audience via

state TV and radio channels.

XINHUA

KISUMU (Kenya), 1 Jan
— Twenty-one bodies lay
at a  hospital mortuary on
Monday in the west
Kenyan town of Kisumu,
convulsed by rioting over
a disputed election,
witnesses said.

A Reuters reporter
saw 10 blood-spattered
corpses outside,  while
staff said there were 11
more inside. Almost all
the  victims died from
gunshot wounds, either on
Monday morning or  over-
night, they said.

  MNA/Reuters

SAN FRANCISCO, 1 Jan
— The US Marine
accused of leading his unit
in killing 24 unarmed
Iraqi civilians in Haditha,
Iraq, in 2005 will face
voluntary manslaughter
and other charges but not
more serious murder
charges, officials said on
Monday.

In a pretrial hearing in
September, Staff Sergeant

 BAGHDAD, 1 Jan— A female suicide bomber
struck a police checkpoint in Baquba, the capital
city of Diyala Province, on Monday, wounding six
people, a provincial police source said.

 The woman wearing an explosive vest blew
herself up at the checkpoint in the al-Mustafa
neighbourhood in central Baquba, 65 kilometres
northeast of Baghdad, wounding a policeman and
five civilians, the source told  Xinhua on condition
of anonymity.

 Separately, the death toll from an earlier suicide
truck bomb attack in the town of Tarmiyah rose to
12, a police source said.

 Eight members of anti-al-Qaeda Awakening
Council group and four school children were killed
in the attack targeting a checkpoint in Tarmiyah, 30
kilometres north of Baghdad, the source added.

 Earlier, the police put the toll at seven people
killed and six others injured.

 MNA/Xinhua

TEHERAN, 1  Jan —
Turkmenistan has stop-
ped its  natural gas
exports to Iran, blaming
technical and operational
problems, causing short-
ages in some parts of its
neighbour,  Iranian offi-
cials and media said on
Monday.

Turkmenistan sup-
plies 5 per cent of Iran’s
gas consumption  with
20-23 million cubic
metres per day, said
Ebadollah  Ghanbari,
who heads the public
relations unit of the
National  Iranian Gas
Company.

Another official from
the gas company, speak-
ing to news  agency ISNA
on Sunday, suggested
Turkmenistan had cut
back  exports because it
wanted to raise the price,
but Ghanbari made  no

HANOI, 1 Jan —  Vietnam’s demand for economics
graduates has skyrocketed in recent years, but
universities  produce few highly-qualified graduates,
local newspaper Vietnam  News reported Monday.

Most economics courses in Vietnam fall well below
international  standard, the newspaper quoted Dinh
The Hien, director of the  Institute for Applied Infor-
matics and Economic Studies in southern  Ho Chi
Minh City, as saying.

The few graduates and post-graduates who study
overseas often  end up working for foreign banks and
investment funds where the  pay and opportunities for
promotion are better, he said. Chief  financial officers
and financial analysts usually earn thousands  of US
dollars a month.

There are 152 registered finance and banking
organizations in  Vietnam. Following the country’s
entry into the World Trade  Organizations last January,
there has been a feverish growth in  demand for finance
managers, analysts and brokers, said Tieu Yen  Trinh,
personnel manager of professional services firm
PricewaterhouseCoopers.

According to the Vietnamese Ministry of Education
and Training,  roughly 46,000 local students of finance
and banking graduate from  the country’s 33 universities
and colleges each year.  —  MNA/Xinhua

US Marine  faces lesser charges in
Haditha killings

Frank Wuterich said he
regretted the deaths that
followed the explosion of
a roadside bomb that killed
a popular Marine, but
insisted had acted properly
to keep his men alive.

The incident, one in a
series in which US forces
were accused of violent
crimes against Iraqis,
caused international out-
rage.

Many of the Haditha
victims were women and
children.

 In a statement, Camp
Pendleton, California,
said the commander of
US Marine Corps Forces
Central, Lieutenant Gene-
ral Samuel Helland, said
Wuterich would not face
charges of unpremedit-
ated murder of 17 Iraqis.

MNA/Reuters

Female suicide
bomber wounds six

in N-E Baghdad

Turkmenistan stops
gas exports to Iran

Vietnam faces
shortage of qualified

eco graduatesreference to this.
Turkmen officials

were unavailable for
comment on Monday.
Turkmen media have said
an Iranian delegation
visited Ashgabat  on 26-
27 December to discuss
gas prices for next year.

“Two days ago Turk-
menistan cut in half its
gas exports (to Iran) and
it reached 10 million
cubic metres,”  Ghanbari
said.  “And in an official
letter they said it was due
to technical  problems.”

“Since yesterday
evening Turkmenistan
has completely cut its  gas
exports to Iran,” he was
quoted as saying by the
state  broadcaster IRIB.

Despite its massive
gas reserves, Iran has
been a net  importer of
gas since 2002.

MNA/Reuters

Violence in
west Kenya
town kills 21

Floods, landslides claim 102 lives in Indonesia
A villager waves at

a search and
rescue helicopter
in flood-affected
Bojonegoro, East
Java province, on

31 Dec, 2007.
INTERNET

Antara news agency as
saying.

In a written statement,
Rustam said that the centre
has sent relief aid to the
flood and landslide
victims.

�Meanwhile, it was

reported that at least 23
people in Ngawi district,
East Java, were killed in
floods as Bengawan Solo
river overflowed in the
past several days. Most of
the victims were elderly
people. —Internet
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Singapore’s economy
to grow 4.5-6.5% in 2008
SINGAPORE, 1 Jan—

Singapore’s economy has
enjoyed another year of
robust expansion with a
growth of 7.5 per cent for
the whole of 2007, and it
is excepted to grow by 4.5-
6.5 per cent in 2008, said
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong on Monday in his
2008 New Year Message.

 Lee said that high
growth has benefited all
Singaporeans. A record
172,000 jobs were created
in the first three quarters
of the year, while un-
employment is down to a-
decade-lowest 1.7 per

cent. In 2007, Singapore
drew in a record 16 billion
Singapore dollars (about
11 billion US dollars) of
fixed asset investments
(FAI) in manufacturing,
and projects generating
three billion Singapore
dollars (about 2.1 billion
US dollars) of total
business spending in
services. On the outlook
for 2008, Lee said he is
cautiously optimistic.

The United States may
go into a recession because
of the financial market
problems, and a US
downturn would affect

Asia too, he said. But the
Prime Minister said he
believed that the impact
on Singapore would be
offset somewhat by the
strong momentum in the
dynamic Asian eco-
nomies.

“All things considered,
we expect to grow by 4.5-
6.5 per cent in 2008,” he
said. He reminded Singa-
poreans of the need to
continue to focus on long
term strategies and he
highlighted several
significant policy deci-
sions in 2008.

MNA/Xinhua

The Anaheim, Calif, float, ‘The World’s Celebration Destination,’ with Anaheim
Ducks hockey player Brad May holding the Stanley Cup at lower left, is seen in
    the 119th Rose Parade in Pasadena, Calif, on 1 Jan, 2008.—INTERNET

Leslie and George Brock pose with a rare purple pearl found while eating a plate
of steamed clams at Dave’s Last Resort in Lake Worth, Fla. on 30 Dec, 2007. At
least one expert said the find could be worth thousands of dollars.—INTERNET

China’s NDRC to contain
amounting inflation pressure
GUANGZHOU, 1 Jan—

China’s top economic
planning body the
National Development
and Reform Commission
(NDRC) has urged local
authorities to stay vigilant
against chain reactions in
price hike.

 “When the price of a
certain product increases
sharply, measures should
be made immediately to
curb its spreading effects.
The rising margin of the
price should be strictly
controlled, when it
surpasses the increasing
range of its cost,” said Bi
Jingquan, deputy minister
of NDRC at a national
meeting on the price
supervision held Friday
in this capital of south
China’s Guangdong Pro-
vince.

 “The combined effects

from the price hike on the
global market and the
overstock and exorbitant
money supply on the
domestic market has made
the work arduous to
prevent inflation next
year,” said Bi.

 The consumer price
index, a major gauge of
inflation, is likely to climb
4.7 per cent in 2007, said
Yao Jingyuan, chief

economist of the National
Bureau of Statistics
Friday.

Bi said that the price
supervision by market
regulatory authorities will
be a major effort to stabi-
lize market price, which
should be underscored
next year to curb the rising
momentum of the inflation
rate.

MNA/Xinhua

Oil steady near $96,
eyes biggest gain this decade

Canadian PM reiterates
economic worries for 2008

OTTAWA, 1 Jan—Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper reiterated his concern on Monday for Canada’s
economy in 2008, saying his priority in the new year
would be to shelter Canadians from uncertain global
economy.

 “We know there is considerable uncertainty in the
world economy, in the American economy and we’ve
seen very strong performance from our economy so
far,” he told reporters in Mississauga, Ontario.

 “So obviously, our wish for the year is we’re able to
sustain that momentum and shelter as best we can
Canadians from any fallout of global economic
problems,” he said.— MNA/Xinhua

LONDON, 1 Jan—Oil
steadied near 96 US
dollars a barrel on
Monday, heading for its
biggest annual gain this
decade as dwindling fuel
stocks and growing
concern over political
turmoil offset the impact
of a softening US eco-
nomy.

US crude edged 30 cents
lower to 95.70 US dollars
a barrel by 1315 GMT,
while London Brent crude
gained 31 cents to 94.19
US dollars.

 With prices starting the
year at around 61 dollars,
oil is now up almost 58
per cent. It hit an all-time
high of 99.29 US dollars
on 21 November as a
falling dollar and thinning

inventories stoked in-
vestor interest.

Oil’s rally is entering its
seventh year, more than
quadrupling its market
value of below 20 US
dollars at the start of 2002.

  If prices hold, they will
register their best perfor-
mance for a front-month
contract since 1999, when
oil prices more than
doubled from a 10-US-
dollar low.

Oil is set to average
around 72.30 US dollars
this year, up about 9 per
cent from 2006.

 In January, as futures
prices tumbled, analysts
had expected prices to fall
to an average 63.23 US
dollars a barrel this year,
according to a Reuters

poll.
The latest poll showed a

consensus forecast for a
rise in prices to 77.62 US
dollars a barrel next year.

 MNA/Reuters

Sorina Neacsu of Romania, 17, left, is crowned by
the President and Founder of Miss Tourism

Metropolitan International, Danny Ooi, after she
won the Miss Tourism Metropolitan International

2007 World Final during New Year Eve
celebrations at a hotel in Petaling Jaya, Malaysia,

on 31 Dec, 2007.—INTERNET
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(from page 1)
and Thandaungthit of
Kayin State through spe-
cial 33 KV power line.
The supply of electricity
to Kayin State with the
use of the water from
Pathi Creek that origi-
nated in Kayin State re-
flected the friendship and
amity of the national
races.

Pathi Dam is sup-
plying irrigation water to
3,000 acres of farmland,
and the dam is equipped
with the 2-megawatt gen-
erator to produce
hydropower. Therefore,
the dam will become a
multi-purpose dam.

As Bago Divi-
sion has prospects of pro-
ducing hydelpower, Min-
istry of Electric Power No
1 is implementing
hydropower projects in
Sittaung Valley in ac-
cordance with the guid-
ance of the Head of State.

The 20-mega-
watt capacity Zaungtu
Hydro Power Project in
Bago Township, the 25-

 Pathi Hydropower Plant in Toungoo, Bago Division. — MNA

 Commander Maj-Gen Ko Ko unveils stone plaque of Pathi Hydropower Plant in Toungoo, Bago Division. — MNA

megawatt capacity
Yenwe Hydropower
Project in Kyauktaga
Township and the 2-
megawatt capacity Pathi
Hydropower Project in
Toungoo Township have
been completed in Bago
Division.

Those hydro-
power projects which are
now under construction
in Bago Division are the
30-megawatt capacity
Khapaung Hydropower
Project in Ottwin Town-
ship, the 140-megawatt
capacity Thaukyekhat-2
Project in Toungoo
Township, the 40-mega-
watt capacity Pyuchaung
Hydropower Project in
Pyu Township, the 60-
megawatt capacity
Kunchaung Hydropower
Project in Pyu Township
and the 75-megawatt
Shwekyin Hydropower
Project in Nyaunglebin
Township. Khabaung
Hydropower Project is
expected to be inaugurated
in the near future.
Kunchaung and

 Minister Col Zaw Min, Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min and Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Win Myint formally open Pathi Hydropower Plant.

MNA

T h a u k y e k h a t - 2
hydropower projects are
designed to supply
irrigatation water to farm-
land. The government  has
spent a huge amount of
local currency and foreign
currency on the economic
and social development of
the country.

In his address,
Minister for Electric
Power No 1 Col Zaw Min
said that Pathi
Hydropower Plant was
one of the 13 power plants
of Hydropower Genera-
tion Enterprise. It was in-
stalled with two one-
megawatt generators.
Hydropower Generation
Enterprise has started the
construction tasks since
December 2006. After
conducting test-running of
the plant in December
2007, the supply of power
launched to meet the
electricity demand of the
region within a year. It
will generate 8 million
kwh annually. In accord
with the guidance given
by Head of State Senior
General Than Shwe, elec-
tricity generated by the
plant is being supplied to
Thandaunggyi and

Thandaungthit in Kayin
State through the special
power line. Pathi
Hydropower Plant was
the 46th facility of its kind
in the entire country, and

it was the fourth
hydropower project in
Bago Division and
Sittoung valley. On com-
pletion, a total of 15
hydropower projects in-
cluding Pathi Hydropower
Plant will generate 10,400
megawatts.

 Among these 15
projects, efforts are being
made for completion of
seven projects — 54-
megawatt capacity
Kengtawng project, 600-
megawatt capacity
Shweli-1,790-megawatt
capacity Yeywa project,
30-megawatt capacity
Khabaung project, 60-
megawatt Kunchaung
project, 40-megawatt ca-
pacity Pyuchaung project
and 75-megawatt
Shwegyin year by year
during the period between
2007 to 2010.

On behalf of the
local people, a local  spoke
words of thanks. Next,

Managing Director U Kyi
Tha of Hydropower  Gen-
eration Enterprise pre-
sented commemmorative
pennants to Commander
Maj-Gen Ko Ko, Minis-

ter Maj-Gen Aung Min
and Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Win Myint and then
formally opened sign-
board of Pathi
Hydropower Plant.

They together
with officials concerned
and members of social or-
ganizations posed for a
documentary photo. Next,
the commander unveiled
the stone plaque of Pathi
Hydropower Plant. After-
wards, the commander,
the ministers, the deputy
ministers and heads of de-
partments sprinkled
scented water on it.

The commander
launched the generator No
1 under the automatic con-
trol of computer system at
the power station. Next,
the commander and party
inspected the photo
records on building the
power plant.

Also present on
the occasion were CEC

member of the Union Soli-
darity and Development
Association (Bago Divi-
sion in-charge) Minister
for Rail Transportation
Maj-Gen Aung Min,

Deputy Minister for Elec-
tric Power No 1 U Myo
Myint, Deputy Minister
for Electric Power No 2
Brig-Gen Win Myint, de-
partmental heads, officials
of Pathi Hydropower
Project, local authorities
and local people.

The Ministry of
Agriculture and Irrigation
built Pathi dam in 1997.
Under the arrangement of
extensive generation of
hydropower, the Ministry
of Electric Power No 1
built the power Plant at
Pathi dam.

The dam supplies
water to 1,500 acres of sum-
mer paddy in Toungoo re-
gion. Two-turbine installed
at Pathi hydropower Plant
will generate 8 million kilo-
watt hours every year and
distribute the power to
Thandaung Township of
Kayin State and the sur-
plus to Toungoo region.

 MNA

Pathi Hydropower Plant
 in Toungoo Tsp …
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Hailing the 60th
Anniversary

Independence Day

Gangaw Township,
Magway Division
DaikU Township, Bago Di-
vision
Mandalay Division, Bago
Division, Mon State

Chauk Township, Magway
Division
Mon State, Taninthayi Divi-
sion
Nay Pyi Taw Pyinmana
Township, Mandalay Divi-
sion

Mingaladon Township,
Yangon Division

Sittway Township, Rakhine
State

Sr. Transport facility Length Location Opening Date

1.

2.

3.

Railroad
- Kyaw-Yemyetni railroad

- DaikU-Sittoung railroad

- Nay Pyi Taw-Maw-
lamyine-Nay Pyi Taw ex-
press railroad

- Kyeeni-Chauk railroad

- M a w l a m y i n e - Y e -
Mawlamyine railroad

- Nay Pyi Taw Pyinmana-
Myohaung (dual railroad)

Airport
- New Yangon Interna-

tional Airport
Jetty
-  Phaungdawgyi Jetty

27-1-07

21-4-07

22-4-07

2-9-07

9-9-07

24-11-07

25-5-07

18-2-07

About
7 miles

24
miles

4.3
miles

90
miles

157.75
miles

Achievements of
the transport

sector
throughout the
nation in 2007

Ponnyataung Tunnel

on 7 miles long

Kyaw-Yemyetni

railroad constructed

in Gangaw Township

of Magway Division

opens on 29 January

2007 for ensuring of

smooth transporta-

tion.

The photo shows a

distance view of the

new building of

Yangon Interna-

tional Airport meet-

ing international  set

standards.

DaikU-Sittoung Railroad

Myanma Railways constructed DaikU-Sittoung railroad section stretching 24

miles. The photo shows departure of an express train at the railway station.

Phaungdawgyi
Jetty

Phaungdawgyi Jetty

was built at Sittway

Wharf in Sittway

Township, Rakhine

State for ensuring

smooth transporta-

tion of passengers

and commodities.
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The 60th anniversary of independence of the

Union of Myanmar falls on 4 January 2008.

Myanmar had been able to stand tall in the

world only when national brethren worked hard

in harmony for national progress after the nation

regained independence. Nevertheless,

disintegration of national people brought about

internal armed conflicts and broke up stability

and peace of the State. The situations had a

strong negative impact on production of goods,

trade and job opportunities.

In consequence, the people lost opportunities

to show their hard work even though they were

willing to do so. After that, peace could be

restored to an extent. However, nationalization

of private enterprises posed a barrier to the

opportunities of hardworking Myanmar people

in the time of the Revolutionary Council

Government. Again in the time of the Myanmar

Socialist Programme Party, restrictions on

private enterprises according to the socialist

economy hindered Myanmar people’s

If you owe gratitude to those who have sacrificed lives for independence...
HAILING THE 60th ANNIVERSARY INDEPENDENCE DAY

Ngar Min Swe

Cherish the Independence,
safeguard it at the risk of lives

opportunities to make efforts in their work. In

those times, Myanmar people had to work hard

several times more than others did. Nonetheless,

they were not in a position to achieve targets.

Forty years after independence, Myanmar

became one of the least developed countries,

resulting from lack of national cohesion from

1948 to 1988, and defects in the economic system

it exercised.

The nation’s situations went from bad to worse,

and the nation was on the verge of losing

sovereignty. On 18 September 1988, the Tatmadaw

(armed forces) had to take up State duties

unavoidably. The Tatmadaw government took all

possible measures to reconstruct the nation. It held

peace talks with national race armed groups for

national reconsolidation and could make peace

with 17 major armed groups and many small ones.

As a result, peace could be restored in the regions

that had not enjoyed peace, and the people had

been  able to spread their wings in their businesses.

In Mon and Kayin states where peace could

not be restored in the past, the government managed

to make peace with national race armed groups to

foster national solidarity. The people in the states

were able to cultivate crops in the vacant and

fallow lands extensively. They put thousands of

acres under rubber. In Taninthayi Division, rubber

and oil palm were grown on hundreds of

thousands of acres of arable land. I witnessed

that the regions in Mon State where battles broke

out before 1988 became green with crop

plantations. Similarly, Kachin and Shan states

came to enjoy national unity and peace. So, they

were able to reclaim vacant and virgin lands and

cultivated crops on them.

Therefore, the least developed regions were

able to enjoy development due to national

solidarity built at the unprecedented level in the

time of the Tatmadaw government.

The Tatmadaw government introduced the

market economy and encouraged private

economy. So, national entrepreneurs have

become increasingly competitive in business.

Industrial zones were established in states and

divisions and a large number of factories there

launched their production lines. At the same

time, private hotels, travel agencies, export and

import enterprises and private hospitals have

emerged across the nation. So, the private sector

is booming now. I find Myanmar people more

hardworking owing to a wide range of

unprecedented opportunities created  in the time

of the Tatmadaw government. And they have

been inspired to take four to ten steps when other

(See page 9)
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(from page 8)

countries take one. With

that spirit, they tried to

enable the nation to keep

abreast of regional

countries.

At a time when the

Tatmadaw government

and the people are

working in collabor-

ation to rebuild the

nation, anti-govern-

ment groups should

realize the prevailing

conditions as they really

are and join hands with

the people in the nation-

building tasks. Now,

even national race

armed groups have

made peace and are

working hand in hand

with the government

and the people. So, if

a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t

groups participate in the

n a t i o n - b u i l d i n g

undertakings, the nation

will achieve rapid

development and the

people will enjoy

prosperity all the more.

And if public prosperity

is not given priority and

political ideology of the

If you owe gratitude to those who have
sacrificed lives for independence...

HAILING THE 60th ANNIVERSARY INDEPENDENCE DAY

Ngar Min Swe

* We all know
Eras of Kyansittha, Bayintnaung
And U Aung Zeya
Saw the building of nation
With patriotic fervour
Our glory in history
Documented with
Ever victorious battles
No words to describe
Ever shining power
Let all know
We Myanmars are masters

* Common knowledge
Is the chronicle of noble heroes
Fighting back colonialist intruders
With valour and undaunted spirit
Recorded in history
With fighting spirit
We waged many battles
Sacrificing lives
In anti-colonialist struggles
Blood formed a sea
Uprisings generated by
Galon Saya San
And Thakin Po Hla Gyi
So dutiful in history

* Glorious and shining
Myanmar Tatmadaw
Was formed and it grew
Sacrificing lives, blood, sweat
Saving nation from enslavement
Regaining independence
With patriotism
And nationalistic fervour

* Independence safeguarded
With blood, sweat, lives
Throughout history
With pride, we firmly vow
To safeguard Independence
For its perpetuation.

(Hailing the 60th Anniversary Independence
Day)

Daung Nwe Soe (Trs)

POEM:

Historic nationalistic fervour

the steps the government

and the people are taking

in harmony, the

government and the

people are determined to

continue to work in

accordance with the

State’s seven-step Road

Map on self-reliant basis.

Today’s Myanmar

people with national

awareness are keen on

cooperating with global

countries in national

interests.

In the process, they

want the motherland to

be treated equally as an

independent and

sovereign country with

other countries. They will

never allow the nation to

become a minion or

puppet having to lose its

independence or

sovereignty.

Many heroes and

many of our forefathers

sacrificed their lives to

help the Union of

Myanmar regain

independence. How-

ever, it is disheartening

to witness that due to

lack of unity among

New generation
youth

Guard against these dangers
with national awareness for

perpetuation of independence
and sovereignty

Internal/External
destructionists

Kaung Htet

party concerned is put in

the fore, no one will

enjoy benefit and

disagreements will

remain unsettled.

Now, anti-

government groups are

demanding West Bloc

countries to impose

economic sanctions

against Myanmar with

the intention of

disrupting the economic

steps the people are

taking, instead of

working together with

the people in the nation-

building work. The West

Bloc countries that had

intended to colonize

Myanmar took

advantage of the

demands and came to

impose economic

sanctions on Myanmar.

That affected Myanmar

people’s willingness to

work hard and national

development to a certain

degree.

However much

internal and external

subversive elements and

some West Bloc

countries are hindering

national brethren,

Myanmar has not

developed yet for 60

years, and the people

still have to make efforts

with tenacity to ensure

national development.

In recognition of the

gratitude of those who

tried at risk to their lives

for independence, those

misunderstanding the

government should

work with zest and zeal

in harness with the

government and the

people for moderni-

zation and development

of the nation. I firmly

believe that if Myanmar

national people are

united and hardworking,

Myanmar will soon

meet the status of

developed nations

which we envy and are

trying to emulate.

Translation: MS

Many heroes and many of our forefathers
sacrificed their lives to help the Union of Myanmar
regain independence. However, it is disheartening to
witness that due to lack of unity among national
brethren, Myanmar has not developed yet for 60
years, and the people still have to make efforts with
tenacity to ensure national development.
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(from page 16)
It was attended by

Chairman of Mandalay
Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Central
Command Brig-Gen Tin
Ngwe, Minister for Culture
Maj-Gen Khin Aung Myint,
Minister for Religious
Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Myint Maung, the directors-
general of the Ministry of
Culture, the chairmen of
NyaungU District and
Township PDCs, members
of social organizations, local
people and students.

First, Minister Maj-
Gen Khin Aung Myint gave
accounts on rebuilding the
palace. Minister Maj-Gen
Khin Aung Myint  and the
commander formally
opened the palace. Director-
General U Sann Win of
Archaeology, National
Museum and Library
Department explained the
matters related to
construction of the palace
and preservation of cultural
heritage in the region.

Responsible persons of
Htoo Trading Co Ltd
presented gifts to the
commander, the ministers
and guests and Minister

launched on 29 August, 2004. The main bridge is a
suspension type one and 400 ft long. The total length of
the bridge including two approach bridges is 940 ft long
and the bridge is designed to withstand 30 tons loads.

The newly opened bridge provide an easy access
from the regions in the west of Ayeyawady River and
southern parts of Myanmar to Chin State in the northern
part of the country, Rakhine State and the regions in the
east of Ayeyawady River.

Therefore, realizing the goodwill of the
government, the people are to support the National
Convention and the constitution which can guarantee the
development and unity of all national races.

Next, Chairman of Magway Division Peace and
Development Council Col Phone Maw Shwe said that
thanks to completion of Mezali Bridge, people from
Ayeyawady, Bago and Sagaing Divisions will enjoy
fruits of better transport facilities. As a result, local
people are to participate in maintenance of bridges for
their durability.

A local spoke words of thanks. Afterwards, the
minister and the chairman of Magway Division PDC
formally opened the bridge and posed for a documentary
photo.

After sprinkling scented water on the stone
plaque, the minister together with Col Phone Maw Shwe
strolled on the bridge.

The lower structure of the bridge was bore pile
RC foundation type and the upper structure, the 400-foot
one-lane bailey suspension type. The approach bridge is
540 feet long. The bridge can withstand 30-ton loads.
Mezali Bridge is one of the major bridges in Pathein-
Monywa Road (North). Passenger buses and cargo
vehicles from Bago and Ayeyawady divisions can go
Chin State and Mandalay Division through Mezali Bridge
via Okshitpin-Padan-Kazunma road section all the year
round, and the bridge will contribute towards development
of the western part of Ayeyawady River. —MNA

Mezali Bridge in Pwintbyu Tsp,…

Thiri Zeya Bumi Bagan Golden…

Minister Maj-Gen Saw Tun and Col Phone Maw Shwe pose for a documentary photo together
with local people after the opening ceremony of Mezali Bridge in Pwintbyu Township. — MNA

(from page 16)
 Power, Myanma Railways and the Tatmadaw.

In Magway Division, there are 16 bridges which
are over 180 ft long, five bridges between 100 ft and 180
ft and 100 bridges between 20 ft and 100 ft. Those bridges
which are under construction in the division are Yenantha
Bridge in Kanma Township, Bwatgyi Bridge in Aunglan
Township and Watkot Bridge in Pakokku Township and
Bwatgyi Bridge is expected to be commissioned into
service in the near future.

Work on construction of Thayuchaung Bridge in
Salin Township, Daungnay Bridge in Magway and
Yinchaung Bridge in Taungdwingyi were launched
recently.

Moreover, the 452 miles and two furlong longs
motor road linking Pathein and Monywa is being
constructed by Ministry of Construction and so far, 196
miles and seven furlongs of the road have been paved
with asphalt.

Work on construction of Mezali Bridge was

Maj-Gen Khin Aung Myint
presented certificates of
honour to Architects
Tampawadi U Win Maung
and U Thaw.

After assuming the
State’s duties, the Tatma-

daw rebuilt Kambawza-
thadi Palace in Bago,
Shwebon Yadana Mingalar
Palace in Shwebo and Mya
Nann San Kyaw Golden
Palace in Mandalay
according to their original

styles. Thiri Zeya Bumi
Bagan Golden Palace was
rebuilt based on architecture
of Bagan Era.

Among the newly-
rebuilt palaces in the
country, Bagan Golden
Palace is the most glorious
one. — MNA

Mass activities on
prevention against DHF
launched in townships

YANGON, 2 Jan — The Health Department of the
Ministry of Health and Health Department of Yangon
City Development Committee, local authorities, members
of social organizations and the public are constantly
taking preventive measures against dengue haemorrhagic
fever as mass activities in the townships.

Chairman of YCDC Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin inspected preventive measures against DHF
being launched in North Okkalapa, Mingala Taungnyunt,
Kyimyindine, Ahlon and Yankin Townships of Yangon
East District this morning.

Service personnel, members of social
organizations and townselders actively took part in the
DHF preventive measures and educative talks were also
held in the townships.

MNA

Sarpay Beikman Book
Association distributes

prize winning book
YANGON, 2 Jan — Sarpay Beikman Book

Association had distributed the book entitled Hninn
Khar Yai written by Nay Soe Thaw, first prize winner
in the novel genre, to the members in Yangon and other
towns.

Those members in Yangon may draw it at No
529/531, Merchant Street, here, and those from other
towns may receive it through postal service.

Those wishing to join the association may contact
the sales centre of the association, No 529/531, Merchant
Street, here, ( Ph: 381448 and 249031).

 MNA

Com-

mander

Brig-Gen

Tin Ngwe,

Minister

Maj-Gen

Khin

Aung

Myint and

Minister

Brig-Gen

Thura

Myint

Maung

visit Thiri

Zeya

Bumi

Bagan

Golden

Palace.

MNA
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Images

of

the

Day

A competitor competes in the World Beard and Moustache

Championships, held at the Brighton Centre in Brighton,

southern England, on 1 Sept, 2007. The Bi-Annual event is

being held in Britain for the first time.—INTERNET

People walk past an ice bar in Harbin, capital of northeast China’s Heilongjiang Province, on 2 Jan,
2008. Customers could enjoy roast meat, hot coffee and vodka in the bar built with ice within the next

50 days.—INTERNET

Sand artist Sudarsan

Patnaik creates a sand

sculpture of the Taj Mahal

on New Year’s eve at a

beach in Puri, close to the

eastern Indian city of

Bhubaneshwar December

31, 2007.

INTERNET

Honda’s humanoid robot

Asimo in Tokyo. Russian

railways want tiny robots to

replace humans in difficult

maintenance work, and

they want Russian-made

androids that can dance

and talk.—INTERNET

Circus acrobat Henri Ayala of Columbia stands on
a chair on a high wire above a circus tent during

an attempt to set a Guinness World record by
balancing on a chair on a high wire out of doors,

York, northern England, on 7 Aug, 2007.
INTERNET
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MYANMAR IVANHOE COPPER COMPANY LIMITED(TENDER NOTICE)
TENDER. IFB No. 07/ Oversea/2008
Supply of Caterpillar Spares, (61 lots) are invited from Overseas  Suppliers by CIF Yangon Basis, US$,
Singapore $ or Euro Currency by LC Term.
CLOSING DATE will be on 16th January 2008 4pm. RFQ 034288 will be closed on 7 January 2008 4pm.
Tender documents are available at the following addresses:
70 (I) Bo Chein Street, Pyay Road, Hlaing Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: (95) 1 514194 to 7; Fax: (95) 1 514208; Email: miccl@miccl.com.mm
Site: Tel: (95) 71 22225/6; Fax: (95) 71 22522; Email: supply@miccl.com.mm
 Bids are to be reached the above offices on or before the closing date.
Queries can be done between 10am to 4pm at Supply Department; Tel: (95) 71 22225/6;
Email: supply@miccl.com.mm before the Tender Closing Date.

5.54m Chinese born on
New Year’s Day

BEIJING, 1 Jan—About 5.54 million Chinese share
the same birthday on New Year’s Day and 5,659 were
named after it,  according to China’s Ministry of Public
Security. And 1,735 citizens were not only named after
Yuan Dan, or New  Year’s Day in Chinese, but also
born on the day, Monday’s Beijing  Evening News
quoted the ministry’s department in charge of citizen
identity.

Meanwhile, 618 Chinese share the family name
“Yuan” and were  named “Dan,” the ministry said.

  The word “Yuan Dan” has been used by Chinese for
more than  4,000 years but it used to refer to the first day
of Chinese lunar  year. In 1949, the Chinese government
first officially announced  that 1 January, the first day on
the Gregorian calendar, is Yuan Dan.—MNA/Xinhua

qs\etaqs\pc\ K¥s\Kc\t´.l¨m¥oi;' qs\pc\kiu N˙s\sU\siuk\qs\etaqs\pc\ K¥s\Kc\t´.l¨m¥oi;' qs\pc\kiu N˙s\sU\siuk\qs\etaqs\pc\ K¥s\Kc\t´.l¨m¥oi;' qs\pc\kiu N˙s\sU\siuk\qs\etaqs\pc\ K¥s\Kc\t´.l¨m¥oi;' qs\pc\kiu N˙s\sU\siuk\qs\etaqs\pc\ K¥s\Kc\t´.l¨m¥oi;' qs\pc\kiu N˙s\sU\siuk\

erWtiuk\kiusiu:"erWtiuk\kiusiu:"erWtiuk\kiusiu:"erWtiuk\kiusiu:"erWtiuk\kiusiu:"
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�mn\ma.ernMN˙c\.qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;�mn\ma.ernMN˙c\.qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;�mn\ma.ernMN˙c\.qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;�mn\ma.ernMN˙c\.qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;�mn\ma.ernMN˙c\.qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;
ema\eta\ya√\quM:qBawDat\ec∑>Aerac\;Siuc\ (2) Siuc\ema\eta\ya√\quM:qBawDat\ec∑>Aerac\;Siuc\ (2) Siuc\ema\eta\ya√\quM:qBawDat\ec∑>Aerac\;Siuc\ (2) Siuc\ema\eta\ya√\quM:qBawDat\ec∑>Aerac\;Siuc\ (2) Siuc\ema\eta\ya√\quM:qBawDat\ec∑>Aerac\;Siuc\ (2) Siuc\

tv\eSak\rn\At∑k\ NuM:q́Piu>rn\tv\eSak\rn\At∑k\ NuM:q́Piu>rn\tv\eSak\rn\At∑k\ NuM:q́Piu>rn\tv\eSak\rn\At∑k\ NuM:q́Piu>rn\tv\eSak\rn\At∑k\ NuM:q́Piu>rn\

K¥ip\pit\tc\dåeKÅy¨�Kc\;K¥ip\pit\tc\dåeKÅy¨�Kc\;K¥ip\pit\tc\dåeKÅy¨�Kc\;K¥ip\pit\tc\dåeKÅy¨�Kc\;K¥ip\pit\tc\dåeKÅy¨�Kc\;
tc\dåAṁt\-2/(2007-2008)

1 " qBawDat\ec∑>Aerac\;Siuc\Amv\ - lOic\qaya-3
2 " Piu>rmv\.psßv\; - NuM;q́/e�m”k̂;
3 " Piu>rmv\.AerAt∑k\ - NuM;q́(642)k¥c\;/e�m”k̂;(37) k¥c\;
    ep;q∑c\;rmv\.Siuc\enraṄc\. AerAt∑k\kiu tc\då
   sv\;km\;m¥a;t∑c\ ePÅ�pTa;qv\"

tc\dåAṁt\-3 (2007-2008)
1 " qBawDat\ec∑>Aerac\;Siuc\Amv\ - etac\√k˚lap

(Daughter Station)
2 " Piu>rmv\.psßv\;     - NuM;q́
3 " Piu>rmv\.AerAt∑k\ - NuM;q́(265) k¥c\;
    ep;q∑c\;rmv\.Siuc\enraṄc\. AerAt∑k\kiu tc\då
  sv\;km\;m¥a;t∑c\ ePÅ�pTa;qv\"

 (k) tc\dåm¥a;ep;q∑c\;rmv\.enra - �mn\maernMN˙c\.
qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;RuM:K¥op\ RuM;AeSak\AAuMAm˙t\ (44)
en�pv\eta\
 (K) tc\dåm¥a; pit\mv\.en>rk\/AK¥in\ - (10.1.2008) en>

(12;00) nar̂
tc\dåpuMsMN˙c\.sv\;km\;m¥a;kiu B‹aer;@an �mn\ma.

ernMN˙c\.qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;' rn\kun\N˙c\. AeSak\AAuMAm˙t\
(44) en�pv\eta\t∑c\ ts\suMlYc\ (1000i/-) NOn\;�Pc\. wy\y¨Niuc\“p^;
Aeq;sit\AK¥k\Alk\m¥a;kiu ty\l^Pun\;nMpåt\ (067-
411340'067-411205) tiu>t∑c\ em;�mn\;suMsm\;Niuc\påqv\"

tc\dåeKÅy¨er;AP∑∑´>
�mn\ma≥ernMN˙c\.qBawDat\ec∑>lup\cn\;"

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
HOLIDAY NOTICE

As the wharves, warehouses and Chellan offices of
Yangon Port will be closed on the 4th January 2008
(Independence Day) and 8th January 2008 (Kayin new
year Day) being the public Holidays. Goods will be
received, shipped or delivered on payment of Holiday
fees.

MYANMAR IVANHOE COPPER COMPANY LIMITED(TENDER NOTICE)
TENDER. IFB No. 08/ Oversea/2008
Supply of General Items, Tyre, Pipe & Fittings, Spares for Daewoo, Toyota, Isuzu, Tamrock Drill, Omega 60T
Crane, Westem Star Truck (37 lots) are invited from Overseas Suppliers by CIF Yangon Basis, Singapore $
or Euro Currency by LC Term.
CLOSING DATE will be on 16 January 2008 4pm.
Tender documents are available at the following addresses:
70 (I) Bo Chein Street, Pyay Road, Hlaing Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: (95) 1 514194 to 7; Fax: (95) 1 514208; Email: miccl@miccl.com.mm
Site: Tel: (95) 71 22225/6; Fax: (95) 71 22522; Email: supply@miccl.com.mm
 Bids are to be reached the above offices on or before the closing date.
Queries can be done between 10am to 4pm at Supply Department; Tel: (95) 71 22225/6;
Email: supply@miccl.com.mm before the Tender Closing Date.

Harry Potter star Radcliffe
lands slain photographer role

Daniel Radcliffe (Harry Potter)

BEIJING, 2 Jan—Harry Potter star
Daniel Radcliffe has fought off
competition from Heath Ledger and
Orlando Bloom to land the lead role in a
new movie about a slain photo-journalist.

The 22-year-old will appear as
photographer Dan Eldon in Journey, a
film chronicling the civil war in Somalia.
Eldon was one of four journalists stoned
to death by a mob in the African country
in 1993. And Eldon's mother Kathy
believes Radcliffe was the perfect choice
to play her tragic son.

She says, “We resisted a lot of older
actors because Dan was a boy emerging
into manhood.”

����A compilation of Eldon’s diaries—
on which the film is based—has sold
200,000 copies since being published in
1997. —Internet

S Korea’s
consumer

prices rise 3.6%
in December

SEOUL, 1 Jan— South
Korea's consumer prices
rose 3. 6 per cent in
December from a year
earlier, South Korea's
National Statistical Office
(NSO) said in a report on
Monday.

 According to the report,
the country’s annual
inflation for 2007 rose 2.5
per cent from the previous
year, mostly on a sharp
increase in prices of
industrial products and
agricultural goods.

 MNA/Xinhua

China coal mine death
toll rises to 19

 BEIJING, 1 Jan—The toll
from a coal mine blast in
northeast China has risen
to 19 after two days of
rescue operations, state
media said on Monday.

 The explosion
happened on Saturday at a
small, privately owned
mine in Mudanjiang when
21 workers were working,
and by Sunday morning
one was found dead and
only two rescued, the
Xinhua news agency had
said, quoting the local
rescue team.

 Xinhua said on Monday
that the other 18 miners
who were trapped had
been confirmed dead.

 An initial investigation
found the coal mine,
whose license had been
suspended, illegally
resumed production
before the accident.

 MNA/Reuters

Vietnam consumes more mobile phones this year
HANOI, 1 Jan—Vietnam

consumed some 5.5
million mobile phones or
910 million US dollars
worth in 2007, up from
four million mobile
phones in 2006, local
newspaper Pioneer on

Monday quoted a survey
of market research firm
GfK Vietnam as reporting.

 The survey shows
Nokia holds a local market
share of nearly 60 per cent,
Samsung around 20 per
cent, and other mobile

phone makers some 20 per
cent. According to statistics
from mobile phone
retailers in Vietnam, half
of local consumers like to
purchase mobile phones at
prices of 0.7-2.5 million
Vietnamese dong (nearly

43.8-156.3 US dollars).
 Directors of some

Vietnamese phone trading
companies predicted
Vietnam would consume
9.2 million mobile phones
in 2008.

MNA/Xinhua

Peru  confiscates  20
tons  of  drugs  in

2007
 LIMA, 1 Jan— The

Peruvian police have
confiscated over 20 tons
of drugs in the South
American country in 2007,
worth some two billion US
dollars in the international
drug market, Peru’s
Interior Minister Luis
Alva said on Sunday.

 The year 2007 has been
the successful one in the
government’s efforts to
crack down on drug-related
crimes, said Alva at a drug-
burning factory in eastern
Lima, where 2.41 tons of
drugs was burnt on Sunday

MNA/Xinhua

DONATE BLOOD
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S P O R T S

Arsenal stay top as leading trio all win

Tatiana
Golovin of

France plays
a shot in her

women’s
tennis singles

match
against
Jelena

Jankovic of
Serbia
during

session seven
of the

Hopman
Cup mixed

team event in
Perth on 2
Jan, 2008.
INTERNET

Chelsea come back strongly
to beat Fulham 2-1

Sanfrecce Hiroshima’s Stoyanov (L)
tackels Kashima Antlers’ Mitsuo
Ogasawara at the 87th Emperor’s
Cup soccer match final in Tokyo

on 1 Jan, 2008.—INTERNET

Official says S Korean boxer
champ likely brain dead

 SEOUL, 2 Jan— South Korean boxer Choi Yo-sam,
who lapsed into a coma last week defending his World
Boxing Organization intercontinental flyweight title, ap-
pears to be brain dead, a boxing official said on Wednes-
day.  Choi, who won a 25 December fight on points, was
sent to the canvass just seconds before the end of the 12th
and final round by a hard right from Indonesian chal-
lenger Heri Amol. Choi, 33, staggered to his feet but
collapsed shortly after the bout.

"Doctors examining him have made a preliminary
determination of brain death. We are waiting for another
round of examinations before a formal decision is made,"
said Han Bo-young, vice-president and secretary-general
of Korea Boxing Commission. —MNA/Reuters

Kenyan wins women’s  Sao Silvestre  Marathon

Manchester United’s Carlos Tevez (C) shoots past
Birmingham City’s Liam Ridgewell (L) to score as

Ji-Sung Park (R) looks on during their English
Premier League soccer match, northern England,

on 1 Jan, 2008. Manchester�United�beat
Birmingham 1-0.—XINHUA

Jankovic injured ahead of
Australian Open

PERTH, 2 Jan — World number three Jelena Jankovic
was forced to retire from her singles match at the
Hopman Cup on Wednesday with a thigh injury and
placed her Australian Open campaign in doubt.

 The Serbian, who was playing just the first game of
her match with Tatiana Golovin of France, clutched
the top of her right hamstring before she received
treatment from the physiotherapist and though she
tried to play on, was forced to withdraw midway
through the second game.

 "The injury is at the top of her hamstring," tourna-
ment director Paul McNamee told reporters. "We
suspect it's torn, but we won't know the full extent of it
until after the scan.

 "She hasn't pulled out of the mixed (doubles) yet but
we'll know more after the scan." —MNA/Reuters

Arsenal’s Cesc Fabregas (L) challenges West Ham
United’s Mark Noble during their English Premier

League soccer match at the Emirates Stadium
in London on 1 Jan 2008.—INTERNET

LONDON, 2 Jan — Chelsea over-
came the absence of a host of big
names to come from behind and
beat local rivals Fulham 2-1 away
in Tuesday's Premier League
lunchtime kickoff.

 Fulham, under new manager
Roy Hodgson for the first time,
led with a 10th-minute Danny
Murphy penalty but Chelsea lev-
elled with a 54th-minute Salomon
Kalou header and won the match
with a Michael Ballack penalty
eight minutes later.

 Chelsea remain third on 44
points, one behind Manchester
United, who play Birmingham
City at Old Trafford later on Tues-
day, and three behind Arsenal,

who host West Ham United.
 A year ago Chelsea drew with

Aston Villa and Fulham over the
Christmas period to lose touch at
the top. After their December 26
4-4 home draw with Villa it looked
like the situation might repeat
itself. Fulham, who had won only
two league games previously and
began the day second-last, went
ahead from the spot after Moritz
Volz was tripped by Joe Cole and
had little trouble keeping their
local rivals at bay.

 All season Fulham have
performed well in the first half
and of the 37 goals they have
conceded, 30 have come in the
second half. —MNA/Reuters

BRASILIA, 2 Jan — Con-
sidered to be the favourite
to win Monday's 83rd edi-
tion of the Sao Silvestre
Marathon in the city of
Sao Paulo, Kenya's female
runner Alice Timbilili
proved the critics right.
The 24-year-old runner
participated for the first
time in the streets of Sao
Paulo, Brazil, and finished
only seconds behind the
men's winner, Robert

Cheruiyot, also from
Kenya.

 The women's second
finisher was Marizete
Rezende, from Goiana,
and third place went to
Maria Zeferina Baldaia,
winner of the race in 2001.

 Alice Timbilili domi-
nated the first half of the
race with ease. However,
in the 11th kilometre,
Marizete Rezende gained
ground and came within

 LONDON, 2 Jan — Arse-
nal strode into the New
Year with their lead at the
top of the Premier League
intact after a comfortable
2-0 victory over London
rivals West Ham United
on Tuesday.

 Early goals from
strikers Eduardo and
Emmanuel Adebayor did
the damage at the Emir-
ates as Arsenal completed
the double over a side that
beat them home and away
last season.

 Manchester United,
who lost top spot on Satur-
day after a surprise 2-1 loss
at West Ham, kept close
on the tail of the Gunners
thanks to a Carlos Tevez
goal in an nervy 1-0 defeat
of Birmingham City at Old
Trafford.

 Arsenal have 50 points
from 21 games, two points
more than champions
United, while Chelsea
have 44 after coming from
behind to beat Fulham 2-1
in a lunchtime kickoff with

goals from Salomon Kalou
and Michael Ballack.

 Everton moved up to
fifth after a 2-0 victory at
Middlesbrough while
Aston Villa are sixth fol-
lowing a 2-1 home defeat
of Tottenham Hotspur
thanks to a late headed win-
ner from Martin Laursen.

 Portsmouth won 2-0 at
Reading where the home
side played virtually the
entire match with 10 men
after Ibrahima Sonko was
sent off in the fourth

minute.
 Fourth-placed Liver-

pool are not in action until
Wednesday when they
welcome struggling Wigan
Athletic at Anfield.

 West Ham have a knack
of springing surprise re-
sults against title chasing
sides and are still the only
visiting team to win a Pre-
mier League match at the
Emirates but on Tuesday
they were left with an im-
possible task.

MNA/Reuters

strides of the Kenyan.
 Rezende's effort was

not enough and all she
could do was watch as
Timbilili picked up the
pace. In the last kilometre
of the race, the Kenyan
increased her pace and
distance from Rezende,
guaranteeing herself a first
place finish.

 There was a 15 minute
interval between the start
of the women, followed
by the men. Timbilili
watched as her fellow
countrymen, Robert
Cheruiyot, surpass her on
the streets of Sao Paulo to
win the first place in the
men's division.

 Due to Alice Timbilili's
first place finish, she ob-
structed a podium full of
Brazilian women. Apart
from Rezende in second
place, and Baldaia in third,
Edielza Santos finished in
fourth place and Marily
dos Santos finished in fifth
place in this year's race.

MNA/Xinhua

Aiko Nakamura of Japan plays a backhand return during
her match against Germany's Tatjana Malek at the

Australian women's hardcourt tennis championships on
the Gold Coast, Australia on 1 Jan, 2008.—INTERNET
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WEATHER

Wednesday, 2 January, 2008

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past  24 hours,  weather has been
partly cloudy in  Kachin State and Taninthayi Divi-
sion and generally fair in the remaining States and
Divisions. Night temperatures were  (3ºC) to  (4ºC)  above
January  average temperatures in Kachin and Rakhine
States, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Divisions and about
January average temperatures in  the  remaining States
and Divisions. The significant  night  temperatures  were
Haka (-2ºC),  Loilim (4ºC),  Pinlaung and  Heho  (5ºC)
each.

Maximum temperature on 1-1-2008 was 92ºF. Mini-
mum temperature on 2-1-2008 was 61ºF. Relative humidi-
ty at 09:30 hours MST on 2-1-2008 was 59%. Total sun-
shine hours on 1-1-2008 was (7.5) hours approx.

Rainfall on 2-1-2008 was  nil at Mingaladon, Kaba-
Aye and Central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2008 was
nil at Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and  Central Yangon. Maxi-
mum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (8) mph from
Southeast at (12:30) hours MST on 1-1-2008.

Bay inference: Weather is  partly cloudy in the
Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of  3-1-2008:   Weather
will  be  partly cloudy in Rakhine  State, Yangon,
Ayeyawady and   Taninthayi Divisions and generally
fair in the  remaining States and Divisions.

State of the sea: Strong easterly wind with moder-
ate to rough seas are likely at times Deltaic, Gulf of
Mottama, off and along Mon-Taninthayi Coasts. Sur-
face wind speed in strong wind may reach (35) mph.
Seas will be  slight elsewhere in  Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:  Likelihood of
slight increase of night  temperatures in the Southern
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring    area
for 3-1-2008:    Fair weather.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 3-1-2008:   Generally fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and   neighbouring    area
for 3-1-2008:  Fair weather.

R 489       Published by the News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of Information, Union of Myanmar. Editednd printed at The New Light of Myanmar Press,
No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones:  Editors 392308, Manager 392226, Circulation 392304, Advertisement 392223,
Accounts 392224,  Administration 392225,  Production/Press 392369

Thursday, 3 January

View on today

8:30 am Brief news
8:35 am Music:

-Here comes
the sun

8:40 am Perspectives
8:45 am Music

-Blueberry hill
8:50 am National news/

Slogan
9:00 am Music:

-Take it easy
9:05 am International

news
9:10 am Music

-Sincerely
1:30 pm News/ Slogan
1:40 pm Lunch time

music
-Higher than
heaven
-Love is gift

 9:00pm Independence
Day Song
Feature (II)

9:10 pm  Article
9:20 pm  Topics

potpourri
-Scientists find
giant rat in
Indonesia
-China builds
world’s first
road transport
bamboo bridge

9:30 pm  Songs of your
choice
-Like a rose
-Fool again

9:45 pm News/Slogan
10:00 pm PEL

Thursday, 3 January
Tune in today

 7:00 am
 1. ek¥;z̈;R˙c\mc\;k∑n\;ek¥;z̈;R˙c\mc\;k∑n\;ek¥;z̈;R˙c\mc\;k∑n\;ek¥;z̈;R˙c\mc\;k∑n\;ek¥;z̈;R˙c\mc\;k∑n\;

Sraeta\Bura;Âk^;'Sraeta\Bura;Âk^;'Sraeta\Bura;Âk^;'Sraeta\Bura;Âk^;'Sraeta\Bura;Âk^;'
Niuc\cMeta\qMGmhanaykNiuc\cMeta\qMGmhanaykNiuc\cMeta\qMGmhanaykNiuc\cMeta\qMGmhanaykNiuc\cMeta\qMGmhanayk
AP∑´>Ak¥io;eta\eSac\K¥op\'AP∑´>Ak¥io;eta\eSac\K¥op\'AP∑´>Ak¥io;eta\eSac\K¥op\'AP∑´>Ak¥io;eta\eSac\K¥op\'AP∑´>Ak¥io;eta\eSac\K¥op\'
ABiDzmhar@guRu' ABiDzABiDzmhar@guRu' ABiDzABiDzmhar@guRu' ABiDzABiDzmhar@guRu' ABiDzABiDzmhar@guRu' ABiDz
Ag©mhaqdÎmμ ezatik'Ag©mhaqdÎmμ ezatik'Ag©mhaqdÎmμ ezatik'Ag©mhaqdÎmμ ezatik'Ag©mhaqdÎmμ ezatik'
tipi!kDr' DmμB‹agårik'tipi!kDr' DmμB‹agårik'tipi!kDr' DmμB‹agårik'tipi!kDr' DmμB‹agårik'tipi!kDr' DmμB‹agårik'
Sraeta\Bd∂N †wisit†qaraSraeta\Bd∂N †wisit†qaraSraeta\Bd∂N †wisit†qaraSraeta\Bd∂N †wisit†qaraSraeta\Bd∂N †wisit†qara
BiwMqfprit\tra;eta\BiwMqfprit\tra;eta\BiwMqfprit\tra;eta\BiwMqfprit\tra;eta\BiwMqfprit\tra;eta\

 7:25 am
 2. To be healthy

exercise
 7:30 am
 3. Morning news
 7:40 am
 4. Nice and sweet song

 7:55 am
 5. Dance of national

races
 8:00 am
 6. mA^eK¥ac\;tMta;mA^eK¥ac\;tMta;mA^eK¥ac\;tMta;mA^eK¥ac\;tMta;mA^eK¥ac\;tMta;
 8:15 am
 7.     Dance variety
8:30 am
 8. International news
8:45 am
 9. Let’s Go
4:00 pm
 1. Martial song
4:15 pm
2. Song  to   uphold

National Spirit
4:30 pm
 3.      English for Everyday

Use
4:45 pm
 4. Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\Aew;qc\tk̊qiul\

pvaer;Rup\�mc\qMÂka;pvaer;Rup\�mc\qMÂka;pvaer;Rup\�mc\qMÂka;pvaer;Rup\�mc\qMÂka;pvaer;Rup\�mc\qMÂka;
qc\Kn\;sa-dutiyṄs\qc\Kn\;sa-dutiyṄs\qc\Kn\;sa-dutiyṄs\qc\Kn\;sa-dutiyṄs\qc\Kn\;sa-dutiyṄs\
(RukebdAT̈̈;‘p)(RukebdAT̈̈;‘p)(RukebdAT̈̈;‘p)(RukebdAT̈̈;‘p)(RukebdAT̈̈;‘p)
(Rukebd)(Rukebd)(Rukebd)(Rukebd)(Rukebd)

5:00 pm
 5. Cute little dancers

5:15 pm
 6. Musical programme
5:30 pm
 7. N˙s\(60)�pv\.l∑t\lp\er;en>N˙s\(60)�pv\.l∑t\lp\er;en>N˙s\(60)�pv\.l∑t\lp\er;en>N˙s\(60)�pv\.l∑t\lp\er;en>N˙s\(60)�pv\.l∑t\lp\er;en>

gu%\‘pAs^AsU\gu%\‘pAs^AsU\gu%\‘pAs^AsU\gu%\‘pAs^AsU\gu%\‘pAs^AsU\
5:45 pm
 8. Âky\p∑c\.m¥a;ŕ>rc\Kun\qMÂky\p∑c\.m¥a;ŕ>rc\Kun\qMÂky\p∑c\.m¥a;ŕ>rc\Kun\qMÂky\p∑c\.m¥a;ŕ>rc\Kun\qMÂky\p∑c\.m¥a;ŕ>rc\Kun\qM
6:00 pm
 9. Evening news
6:30 pm
10. Weather report
6:35 pm
11.   Musical programme
6:55 pm
12.      Niuc\cM�Ka; zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka; zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka; zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka; zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka; zat\lm\;t∑´

{{{{{erq̈mel;ttiyK¥s\puM�pc\erq̈mel;ttiyK¥s\puM�pc\erq̈mel;ttiyK¥s\puM�pc\erq̈mel;ttiyK¥s\puM�pc\erq̈mel;ttiyK¥s\puM�pc\}}}}}
     (Apiuc\;-(Apiuc\;-(Apiuc\;-(Apiuc\;-(Apiuc\;-3232323232)))))

7:30 pm
13. AK¥op\A�KaAa%aD∑n\>R˙v\ÂkaAK¥op\A�KaAa%aD∑n\>R˙v\ÂkaAK¥op\A�KaAa%aD∑n\>R˙v\ÂkaAK¥op\A�KaAa%aD∑n\>R˙v\ÂkaAK¥op\A�KaAa%aD∑n\>R˙v\Âka

Kiuc\maesmOdiu>eṘ>ROKiuc\maesmOdiu>eṘ>ROKiuc\maesmOdiu>eṘ>ROKiuc\maesmOdiu>eṘ>ROKiuc\maesmOdiu>eṘ>RO
{k∑n\rk\Ala;�Pn\>k¥k\Ta;{k∑n\rk\Ala;�Pn\>k¥k\Ta;{k∑n\rk\Ala;�Pn\>k¥k\Ta;{k∑n\rk\Ala;�Pn\>k¥k\Ta;{k∑n\rk\Ala;�Pn\>k¥k\Ta;
ek¥;lk\lm\;Ṅc\.tMta;m¥a;}ek¥;lk\lm\;Ṅc\.tMta;m¥a;}ek¥;lk\lm\;Ṅc\.tMta;m¥a;}ek¥;lk\lm\;Ṅc\.tMta;m¥a;}ek¥;lk\lm\;Ṅc\.tMta;m¥a;}

8:00 pm
14.  News
15.  International news
16.  Weather report
17.  Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´

{{{{{K¥s\q¨m¥a;K¥s\q¨m¥a;K¥s\q¨m¥a;K¥s\q¨m¥a;K¥s\qm̈¥a;} (Apiuc\;-} (Apiuc\;-} (Apiuc\;-} (Apiuc\;-} (Apiuc\;-1515151515)))))
18.  The next day’s

 programme

Dorothy    Rustomjee,  Beloved     wife of
(Behram  Rustomjee), Mother of Joe and Robert
(USA), Beloved Aunt of  Lorna Williams-U  Myint
Aung, Grandmother of Michael expired  peacefully  at
2:00  am on  2  January  2008  at  her residence No 44,
36th   Street.

Funeral service will take place  at Yeway
Christian  Cemetery on  4  January at 2:00 pm.
    Buses  will  leave  36th  Street  at 12:30 pm.

Romney says
Bush mismanaged

Iraq war
  JOHNSTON     (Iowa),

2 Jan — Republican
presidential  candidate Mitt
Romney said on Tuesday
the Bush Administration
mismanaged the Iraq war,
distancing himself from his
party’s  unpopular president
two days before Iowa’s first-
in-the-nation  presidential
contest.

  “I think we did a less
than effective job in
managing the  conflict
following the collapse of
Saddam Hussein,” the
former  Massachusetts
governor said at a
news conference. “I think
we  were underprepared
for what occurred,
understaffed,  underplanned,
and, in some respects,
undermanaged.”

  Romney’s comments
echo those of his rival John
McCain, who  for years has
criticized the way former
secretary of defence
Donald Rumsfeld handled
the war. Polls show McCain
and Romney  locked in a

tight battle for first place in
New Hampshire,  which
holds the nation’s second
primary contest on 8
January.

  In Iowa, which holds
its nominating contest on
Thursday,  Romney is neck-
and-neck with former
Arkansas Governor Mike
Huckabee.

  Both Romney and
McCain, an Arizona
senator, supported  fellow
Republican President
George W Bush’s
invasion of Iraq  in 2003,
though most Americans
now say that was the
wrong  decision. Bush’s
approval ratings have
plunged over the course
of the war, though he
remains popular with
Republicans.

  Violence in Iraq has
declined in recent months
after an  increase in US
troops there, and Romney
and McCain both  support
the troop increase.

   MNA/Reuters

SANTIAGO,  2 Jan —
The Chilean Government
condemned on Monday the
burning of a truck in La
Aracucania Region, south
Chile.

Chile’s chief gov-
ernment spokesman
Francisco Vidal said that
those who set the truck on
fire would be indicted.

 “Anybody who burns
or shoots at a truck must
face the consequences,” he
said.

 A truck was burned
early Monday by un-
identified people in front
of the driver’s house in
Labranza, near Temuco.

  This is the second
incident in recent days.

   Last Wednesday, a

group of masked people
burned a truck near the city
of Victoria.

 Vidal linked the attack
with the recent protests
relating to the situation of
five Mapuche prisoners
accused of setting fire to  a
Forestal Mininco plot in
December of 2001.

 MNA/Xinhua

Asleep in Jesus

Dorothy Rustomjee
Age  90  years

Chilean Government
condemns truck

arson
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People’s Desire
� We favour stability.
� We favour peace.
� We oppose unrest and violence.

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participa-
tion in terms of technical know-how and invest-
ments from sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be
kept in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the entire
nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and pres-
ervation and safeguarding of cultural heritage
and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education standards

of the entire nation

* Stability of the State, community peace and tran-
quillity, prevalence of law and order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed nation in

accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Four social objectives

Four political objectives

NAY PYI TAW, 2 Jan — Hailing the 60th
Anniversary Independence Day, the opening cer-
emony of Thiri Zeya Bumi Bagan Golden Palace of
King Anawrahta, who founded the First Myanmar

Thiri Zeya Bumi Bagan Golden
Palace of King Anawrahta opens

Thiri Zeya Bumi Bagan Golden Palace of King Anawrahta in Bagan Archaeological Region.–MNA

Mezali Bridge in Pwintbyu Tsp,
Magway Div, inaugurated

State Flag hoisting and saluting
ceremony to be broadcast live

NAY PYI TAW, 2 Jan—Myanma Radio and Tel-
evision today announced that it will broadcast live
radio and TV programmes about Independence Day
State Flag hoisting and saluting ceremony to be held
at Nay Pyi Taw City Hall Square at 6.45 am on 4
January 2008.—MNA

Mezali Bridge in Pwintbyu Township, Minbu
District. — MNA

NAY PYI TAW, 2 Jan — Mezali Bridge across
Mone Creek, built by Road Construction Project Spe-
cial Group-3 of Public Works on Pathein-Monywa
Road, was commissioned at the bridge in Pwintbyu
Township this morning.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister for Con-
struction Maj-Gen Saw Tun said that seven bridges
including Bala Min Htin Bridge, Magway Bridge and
Bo Myat Tun Bridge were constructed across
Ayeyawady River. Ayeyawady Bridge (Yadanabon),
the 8th one across Ayeyawady River, is expected to be
inaugurated in the near future. A total of 210 bridges that
are 180-foot and above long including Mezali Bridge
have been constructed in the country. The number of
bridges across the country reaches 230, counting
the bridges constructed by the Ministry of Electric

(See page 10)

Empire, was held at the Palace in Bagan Archaeologi-
cal  Region, NyaungU, Mandalay Division, this morn-
ing.

(See page 10)
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