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and life.

| ndependence

If taken for granted, independence can belost all of asudden toalien
subjugation. Thestruggletoregain it, however, may cost much blood, sweat

Senior General Than Shwe

Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services

(From address delivered at the opening ceremony of the USDA Special Refresher Course No 3,

Management Course No 15 for USDA Executives, and International Relations Course No 2.)
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Referendum will be held after the committee for
drawing the State Constitution completesits wor k
according to the principles adopted through
collective discussions of delegates of all national races

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses NC Plenary Session

)

Yancon, 29 Dec—The plenary session of the
National Convention continued at the Pyidaungsu
Hall in Nyaunghnapin Camp, Hmawby Township,
Y angon Division, at 11.15 am today, with an address
by Chairman of the National Convention Convening
Commission Secretary-1 of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein.

Thefull text of the speech of the Secretary-1isas
follows.

NC delegates,

May you all be blessed with physical and mental
well-being and asuccessin serving theinterests of the
State. And | extend my greetings to you.

v

| Chairman of NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thel n. Sein addresses the Plenary

Y ou delegates play amajor roleinthedrivefor the
emergence of an enduring State Constitution necessary
for building a peaceful, modern and devel oped demo-
cratic nation with flourishing democracy, to which the
entire national people have been aspiring.

In most countries, aState Constitutionispresented
to the people of the country concerned only after the
administrative body has written it. Unlike them, in
Myanmar, the del egates of various national racesfrom
all partsof the nation havethe opportunity to attend the
plenary sessions, participate in the discussions and
adopt the fundamental principles and detailed basic

/

principlesto draw the State Constitution. Referendum

Session of National Convention. — MNA

will be held after the committee for drawing the State
Constitution completed the drawing of the State Con-
stitution according to the principles adopted through
the collective discussions of the delegates of all na-
tional races. So, after you del egates get home you can
make asatisfactory explanation about the principlesif
your friends and acquaintances ask questions.

NC delegates,

For ensuring the emergence of a State Constitu-
tion that is much-needed in Myanmar, before the
National Convention started, all the representatives
including representatives of the politica parties

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Uphold fine traditions of

medical services

The Graduation Parade of the 8th In-
take of Defence Services Medical Academy
was held at the parade ground of the acad-
emy in Yangon on 28 December.

Defence Services Medical Academy is
producing Tatmadaw medical officers with
brilliant physical and mental faculty for the
national Tatmadaw that upholdsOur Three
Main National Causes.

The Tatmadaw medical officersareto
try their utmost to be endowed with good
combat ability, good mor ale, good discipline,
loyalty and unity, and to servetheinterest of
the State and the people through medical
science.

As the aim of medical services of the
Tatmadaw istobehealthy, strongand ableto
fight, the Tatmadaw medical officersareto
constantly conduct resear ch on common dis-
eases and environment in the combat areas
and to study possibleimpact of sophisticated
weaponsin the battle fields.

In the meantime, the Tatmadaw medi-
cal officers are to teach every Tatmadaw
member and family the importance of first
aid and disease preventive measures when-
ever possible.

Since the Tatmadaw medical officers
are doctors as well as soldiers, they are to
brilliantly dischar gemedical dutiesand carry
out combat tasksto defend the nation, while
striving for upholding the fine traditions of
medical services of the Tatmadaw.

PERSPECTIVES

S

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Industry-1 Minister inspects factoriesin
Hline and Mayangon Townships

Nay Pvi Taw, 28
Dec — Minister for In-
dustry-1 U Aung Thaung
inspected production of
soft drink factory and
water purifying factory
under theMyanmaFood-
stuff Industries in Hline
Township this morning
and stressed the need for
increase in production.
He also inspected the
production process of
leather factory of
Myanma General and
Maintenance Industries
on Insein Road in Hline
Township.

Next, the minister
inspected the process of
manufacturing boots of
No 1 Footwear Factory in
Mayangon Township.

Minister U Aung Thaung inspects the soft drink factory of the
Myanma Foodstuff Industries. — iNDUSTRY-1

Later, he also in-
spected production proc-
ess and manufactured

clothtowelsat Mayangon
Bandage Factory of
Myanma Textile Indus-

triesin Mayangon Town-
ship and gave necessary
instructions. — MNA

44th Myanma Gems
Emporium scheduled
In March

Y ANGON, 29 Dec — The Ministry of Mines
and the Central Committee for Organizing the
Myanma Gems Emporium are making arrange-
mentsto hold the 44th MyanmaGemsEmporiumin
March 2007.

Gems and jade fixed at reasonable reserve
prices will be sold to the local and foreign gem
merchants. Gem merchants who will participatein
the44th gemsemporium areto submitfairly reserve
prices of their products.

The central committee will coordinate with
departmentsconcerned for ensuring convenience of
thegem merchantsintheir salesand export. Further-
more, the central committee is making arrange-
ments for attendance of local and foreign gem
merchants at the 44th gems emporium.

Thegemmerchantswishingtosell their goods
at the emporium may contact the Central Commit-
tee for Organizing the Myanma Gems Emporium
during the period from 1 January to 16 February
\2007. — MNA
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Farmersin Shwebo, KinU,
YeU on alert for bird flu

NAy Pvi Taw, 28 Dec— Local authoritiesand
farmersin Shwebo, KinU and'Y eU Townshipsare put
on full alert to watch winter birds which have been
blamed for the bird flu outbreak in the arealast year.

Sofar, therehasnot beenfound H5N1 virusin
the droppings of the birds, Minister for Livestock and
Fisheries Brig-Gen Muaug Maung Thein said at the
meeting with local farmers at the farming zone in
KinU Township on 24 December.

The minister said that wild birds fly to Maha
Nanda Lake in Shwebo in early October to escape
from the severe winter and leave in March.

Atthemesting, expertsfromLivestock Breed-
ing and Veterinary Department urged local farmersto
increase the awareness of bird flu and to prepare for
the prevention of the air-borne disease,and answered

the queries of the farmers. — MNA
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Minister Brig-Gen Mauug Maung Thein meet
KinU Township. —L & F
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Khapaung, Pathi to
supply power to grid

Nay Pyi Taw, 28
Dec— Minister for Elec-
tric Power-No 1 Col Zaw
Min inspected Khapaung
and Pathi hydel power
projectsin Bago Division
(East) on 25 December
and assisted in the con-
struction work.

On histour, hedis-
cussed matters related to
the projects with respon-

\ __
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vestock breedersin

sible officials and called
for the completion of the
projects ahead of sched-
ule.

Two 15-MW gen-
erators will be installed
at Khapaung Hydel
Power Plant and two 1-
MW generators will be
installed at Pathi Hydel
Power Project. Upon
completion, Khapaung
plant is expected to gen-
erate117 millionkilowatt
hours while Pathi Hydel
Power Project will gen-
erate 8 millions kilowatt
hoursin ayear, officials
saidintheir reportsto the
minister on hisinspection
tours.

The power gener-
ated by the two hydel
power plants will be sent
to the national grid.

Pathi Hydel Power
Project is located 10
miles north-east of
Toungoo.

MNA



China, Laosvow to
traditional friendly ties

Belang, 28 Dec—
Chinese Vice-President
Zeng Qinghong said on
Wednesday that China
will work closely with
Laostolifttheirtraditional
friendshiptoanew height.

China will make joint
effortswithLaostoenhance
cooperaioninsuchareasas

international affairs, said
Zeng. Zeng made the
remarkswhilemeetingwith
Thongloun  Sisoulith,
member of the Politica
Bureau of Lao People's
Revolutionary Party. Heis
also Lao Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign
Minigter.

economy, education, culture
and further coordination in

Thongloun, leading a
Lao ruling party dele-

. ol - a
Hua Guofeng, the third chairman of the Communist
Party of China, and hiswife, Han Zhijun, attend a
ceremony to honour the 113th anniversary of the
birth of Mao Zedong, at Mao's Memoarial Hall in
Beijing, 26 Dec, 2006. —INTERNET

gation, visits China at the
invitation of the Com-
munist Party of China
(CPC). Hisvisit isaimed
at exchanging ideas with
the CPC on reform and
opening-up, economic
development and party
construction.

The two parties and
governmentswill explore
new ways of cooperation
to push forward China-
Laosrelationsinahealthy

| and stable manner, said

Zeng, also a member of
the Standing Committee
of the Political Bureau of
the CPC Central Com-
mittee. — MNA/Xinhua

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Saturday, 30 December, 2006 3

Men push up an inflatable banner prior to the start of a march, in Hanoi, to
mark the entry of Vietham to the World Trade Organization (WTO).
Viethnam’ s trade deficit in 2006 is estimated at 4.81 billion dollars, an increase
compared with last year but till considered a positive result as Vietham joins
the World Trade Organization next month.—INTERNET

UStolose from cancellation
of joint exercises with
Philippines

ManiLA, 28 Dec—
The Philippine military
said on Wednesday that
United Statessidewill also
lose a lot at last due to
Washington's unilateral
decisionto cancel amajor

joint military exercisesto
protest the jailing of a
USMarineconvicted of
raping aFilipina woman.

In a Press briefing,
Philippine  military
spokesman Bartolome

Cuban province has 50
residentsover 100 yearsold

Havana, 28 Dec— The Cuban province of Sancti
Spiritushasmorethan 50 residentsover the age of 100
years old, Cuba's public health authority said in a
report published on Wednesday.

The province has Cuba's third highest longevity
index, following Villa Clara and the capital Havana.
Some 17 percent of the residents in the province, or
around 79,000 people, areover 60. Thereport said that
freehealth serviceswerethecauseof thelifeexpectancy
increase in the area. There are eight rest homesin the
province to provide shelter for those who lack family
support during the day. At least 8,500 citizens in the
province receive specia food and other health care.

MNA/Xinhua

Floodvictimsmonitor
their house to keep it
from being looted in

Malaysia’s small
town of Panchor in
the southern state of
Johor, on 26 Dec,

2006.—I NTERNET

Bacarro said US troops
would be missing the
guerillatraining that they
are learning from their
Filipino counterparts in
such war exercises as
Balikatan (shoulder-to-
shoulder) exercises.
TheUS Government
has expressed dis-
pleasure over the refusal
of the Philippine
Government totransfer to
US the custody of Lance
Corporal Daniel Smith, a
US Marine who was
sentenced early thismonth
by alocal courtto40years
in prison for raping a
Filipina woman in

November last year.

It dso insisted that a
bilateral Visiting Forces
Agreement governs the
conduct of the yearly and
huge-scale exercises and
protects US soldiers
accused of committing
crimesin the Philippines.

TheUSEmbassy here
said the US Government
will senditstroopsonly to
Philippines when the US
Government sees that the
Philippine Government
and its courts are back in
compliance with the
Visiting Forces Agree-
ment.

MNA/Xinhua

one was hurt.

None hurt as Blair’s plane
overshot runway

NEw Y ork, 28 Dec—A British Airways commercial flight carrying Prime
Minister Tony Blair hasovershot runway at Miami I nternational Airport but no

Airport officials said the Boeing 747-300, carrying 343 passengers and crew

had arrived from London and dlid of f therunway after landing around 1815 |ocal

Peoplewatch asa
shopping plaza burnsin
Ormoc City on Leyte
Idandin central
Philippines,
on 25 Dec, 2006.
INTERNET
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time. The British Prime Minister was on the plane along with immediate family
members, Miami Herald quoted US Secret Service as saying.

Blairs, who were flying first class, came for vacation in Miami Area, agency
spokesman Darrin Blackford said. The Secret Service, Herald said, did not have
any agents on the plane, but the agency is providing protection for the British
Government leader and hisfamily during their South Florida visit.

The plane was not damaged.

MNA/PTI
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The State permitsall economic forces such asthe State itself, regional
Or ganizations, cooper ative organizations, joint-venture or ganizations and
private concerns, etc. to take part in economic activitiesfor the
development of the national economy

YanGoN, 29 Dec— The following is a
tranglation of the proposals on laying down detailed
basic principles for* General Provisions’ to be
included in drafting the State Constitution presented
bythe Delegate Group of National Racesat thePlenary
Session of theNational Convention held at Pyidaungsu
Hall of Nyaunghnapin Campin Hmawby Township,
Yangon Division, on 27-12-2006.

General Provisions
Mr Chairman,

The chairman of the National Convention
Convening Work Committee explained the pointsthat
should be adopted as detailed basic principles for the
Chapter “General Provisions’ to be included in the
State Constitution.

A Congtitution is the main law that reflects a
nation’s history and portrays the structure of that
nation. Moreover, the Constitutionisthemain pillar of
thelaws of anation stipulating the sharing of thethree
branches of power — the legislative power, the
executive power and the judicial power — and the
political and economic system. Hence, all the laws of
anation should bein conformity withthe Constitution.
Inthe 1974 Constitution of our nationand constitutions
of somenations, it isstated that the Constitution isthe
basic law of laws of the State.

Concerning the General Provisions, thefollowing
fundamental principles have already been laid down
by the plenary session of the National Convention on
16 September 1993.

(1) Myanmar languageistheofficial language.

(2) The State fundamental principles are the

guidelinesto be followed by the legislative

Hluttawsin enactinglawsand inter preting

provisionsof the State Constitution and of

other laws.

The State fundamental principles have been laid
down after making considerationsfromvariousaspects
to bein conformity with the current conditionsfor the
nation to enjoy greater degree of peace, stability and
prosperity. Hence, the State fundamental principles
areguidelinestobefollowed by thelegidativeHluttaws
in enacting laws and in interpreting provisions of the
State Constitution and other laws. And it is prescribed
inthe1974 Constitution of Myanmar and constitutions

Only the Constitution written in\
Myanmar language will be adopted
and promulgated. Afterwards, the
Constitution may be trandated into
English and other languages as
necessary. Although the Constitution
may be translated into various
languages, only the Constitution
written in Myanmar language will be
adopted and promulgated. Hence, if
there arises a matter to interpret a
provisionit will bebased on Myanmar
text. Similar provisionsareprescribed

in the 1974 constitution.
\\§ 4
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of some nations.

It is perceived that Myanmar language was
prescribed as the official language both in the 1947
consgtitution and in the 1974 constitution. Myanmar
languageisused widely everywhere acrossthe nation.
It should be used as the official language to ensure
equality and smoath rel ations between the people and
the government, and between governmental
organizations. So there has been adopted a detailed
basic principle “Myanmar language is the official
language’.

Mr Chairman,

Only theConstitutionwrittenin Myanmar language
will be adopted and promulgated. Afterwards, the
Constitution may be trandated into English and other
languages as necessary. Although the Constitution
may be trandlated into various languages, only the
Constitution written in Myanmar language will be
adopted and promulgated. Hence, if there arises a
matter to interpret a provision it will be based on
Myanmar text. Similar provisionsareprescribedinthe
1974 constitution.

Mr Chairman,

After adopting and promulgating the State
Consgtitution, there may beaneed to interpret the exact
meaning of an expression in practically implementing
the Constitution. Thereshouldbealaw tointerpret and
refer an expression intheadopted Constitutionif there
is no specific interpretation.

When need arises to interpret an expression
included in the State Constitution that is being drawn
under thebasi ¢ principlesand detailed basicprinciples,
the Expressions Law should be referred.

Mr Chairman,

He said that the Constitution of a nation is the
milestone of that nation. Every country promulgates
its Constitution in conformity with its own prevailing
economic and social conditions. And the Constitution
isworthy of recording as a historic landmark. So, the
manuscript of the Constitution should be kept safely
for along time. The country hasthe National Records
andArchivesLaw. Inaccordwiththelaw, theMyanmar
manuscript of the Constitution, that has been adopted
and promulgated through a referendum, should be
enrolled for record in the National Archives. The

12/30/06, 3:26 AM

manuscript istheconclusiveevidenceof theprovisions
contained in the Constitution.

One of the basic principles on the economy says.

“The State permitsall economic forcessuch as
the Stateitself, regional or ganizations, cooper ative
organizations, joint-venture organizations and
private concerns, etc. to take part in economic
activities for the development of the national
economy.”

Itimpliesthat the Stateguaranteesthe participation
of all theeconomicforcesintheeconomicactivitiesfor
the national economic development. Simultaneously,
some economic enterprises are operated solely by the
Stateunder theconditions. Now, thekindsof economic
enterprisesthe government hasto solely operate under
“theState-Owned EconomicEnterprisesL aw” have
been prescribed. However, it is prescribed that the
government may permit aperson or an organizationto
run any of the economic enterprises, which the
government hasto solely operate, under thetermsand
conditionsin the interests of the State.

Now, the nation has seen many economic
enterprises that are jointly run with the government
based on mutual interest, or internal or external
organi zations or persons are running under theterms
and conditionsstipulated by the State. After the State
Constitution comes into force, there will emerge
economic enterprises the Union government will
have to run solely, and economic enterprises that
Region government or State government will haveto
run in accord with the provisions of the State
Constitution. And there may arise a situation for
which a Region or State government is to be vested
with the right to run one of the economic enterprises
which the Union government hasto run solely, inthe
interests of the State. Moreover, there may arise
situations for which a cooperative society or an
economic organization or a person may enjoy the
right to run such economic enterprises. It isassumed
that a detailed basic principle should be adopted that
in such a situation, a Region or State government, a
cooperative society or aperson can run such kinds of
economic enterprises with the government through
joint-venture system or under agreements in the
interests of the State.

Mr Chairman,

There have been many treatiesand agreementsthe
Government of the Union of Myanmar ratified after
regaining independencewiththegovernmentsof other
countries. Also in the time of the State Peace and
Development Council, the government has ratified
treati esand agreementswith the governments of many
other countries including ASEAN nations. In this
regard, the Union of Myanmar will haveto honour the
legitimate obligations arising out of any treaties or
agreementswhichhavebeeninforcebeforethecoming
intoforceof thisConstitution betweenthe Government
of Myanmar and the Government of any other State
provided that these countries honour any reciprocal
obligationstowardsthe Union of Myanmar. Itisfound
that the 1947 Constitution of our country and the State
constitutions of many other countries carry similar
provisions.

(See page 5)



The State permitsall...

(from page 4)

Any proceedingsrelating to contracts signed with
the Government of the Union of Myanmar or liabilities
whichmight havebeenbrought against the Government
of the Union of Myanmar before this Constitution
comesintoforce, may bebrought for lossesagainst the
Union Government to be formed under this
Consgtitution. Similarly, if given the similar right, the
Government of the Union of Myanmar should also
have the right to sue the bodies concerned. The 1947
Constitution of our country and the State constitutions
of some countries prescribe similar provisions.

Likewise, the Union of Republic of Myanmar that
will comeinto existence after this Constitution comes
into force should havetheright to sueand may be sued
by thenameof the Union of Republicof Myanmar. The
1947 Constitution of our country and the State
constitutions of some countries prescribe similar
provisions.

Mr Chairman,

The detailed basic principles the National
Convention has adopted for the Chapter “General
Provisions’ cover forming of aconstitutional tribunal
and fixing its functions.

The Work Committee chairman explained that a
constitutional tribunal shall be set up to interpret
provisions of the State Constitution, to scrutinize
whether or not lawsenacted by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw,
the Region Hluttaws and the State Hluttaws and
functions of executive authorities of Pyidaungsu,
Regions, States and Self-Administered Areas are in
conformity with the State Constitution, to make
decisions on disputes in connection with the State
Constitution between Pyidaungsu and Regions,
between Pyidaungsu and States, between Regionsand
States, among Regions, among States, and between
Regions or States and Self-Administered Areas and
among Self-Administered Areasthemselvestoperform
other duties prescribed in the State Constitution. The
tasks to be carried out by the Constitutional Tribunal
are stated in these detailed basic principles. So, these
tasks should be prescribed in the detailed basic
principles as necessary in order that they can be
scrutinized and decided when the President informs
the matters regarding the Union territories.

Mr Chairman,

The courts have to hear criminal cases and civil
law cases in accord with the existing laws. In the
process, if thereisadispute asto whether aprovision
of alaw isin conformity with the Constitution in a
casebeing heard by acourt, theConstitutional Tribunal
is responsible for deciding such a case.

The court concerned should suspend thecaseitis
hearing and submit its views to the Constitutional
Tribunal inaccordwiththeproceduresfor thedecision.
Regarding the dispute, the decision of the
Constitutional Tribunal should apply all the cases,
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and the decision should be final.

The Constitutional Tribunal is responsible for
interpreting the provisionsof the State Constitution. In
theprocess, the President, the Speaker of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw, the Speaker of the PyithuHIuttaw, the Speaker
of the Amyotha Hluttaw, the Union Chief Justice and
the chairman of the Constitutional Tribunal should
have the right to submit the cases directly to the
Constitutional Tribunal. AndinacaseinwhichRegion
or State Chief Minister; the Speaker of the Region or
State Hluttaw; thechairman of the L eading Body of the
Sdf-Administered Areas and at least 10 percent of
members of the Pyithu Hluttaw and the Amyotha
Hluttaw submit a case to interpret the Constitution,
they should have the right to do so in accord with the
procedures rather than submit directly. We agree to
these points.

We members of the delegate group of national
racesconsider that theproposed detailed basicprinciples
fortheChapter “ General Provisions’ should beadopted
due to the fact that they cover all necessary points.
They are:

(@ ThisConstitutionisthebasiclaw of laws of

the State.

(b) Myanmar languageisthe official language.

(c) The State fundamental principles are the
guidelines in interpreting the provisions of
the State Constitution and of other laws.
I nterpretation of the expressionsisbased on
Myanmar text and referred to the existing
Interpretation of Expressions Law.
A Myanmar manuscript of thisConstitution
is kept at the National Archives, and it is
conclusive evidence of the provisions of
this Constitution.
Permission is granted to the Region
government, State government, a
cooperative society, an organization or a
person to run any of economic enterprises,
which are prescribed to be operated solely
by the Union Government, through ajoint-
venture system with the Union Government
or under agreements.
Reciproca obligations arising out of any
treaties or agreements which before the
coming into force of this Constitution were
in force are honoured between the
Government of Myanmar and the
Government of any other State.
The government may sue and may be sued
regarding the charters signed with any of
other nationsbeforethisConstitutioncomes
into force.
The Constitutional Tribunal isformed with
gualified persons, and they are assigned
duties. The President, the Speaker of the
Pyithu Hluttaw and the Speaker of the
AmyothaHIuttaw shall select threemembers
each totalling nine:

(d)

()

()

9

(h)

(i)

Ve

have the right to submit
 Constitutional Tribunal.

The Constitutional Tribunal is responsible for
inter preting the provisionsof the State Constitution. In
theprocess, thePresident, theSpeaker of thePyidaungsu
Hluttaw, theSpeaker of thePyithu Hluttaw, theSpeaker
of the Amyotha Hluttaw, the Union Chief Justice and
the chairman of the Constitutional Tribunal should

~N

the cases directly to the

J
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(i) A member of the Constitutional Tribunal
shall be deemed to have resigned if heisa
member of any Hluttaw or a government
employee and they are prohibited to
participatein party politicstoensureequality
among the members.

Theterm of amembersof the Constitutional
Tribunal isfixed.

The President is vested with the power to
accept the resignation of a member of the
Constitutional andto appoint anew member.
Responsibilities and rights of the
Constitutional are designated.

Persons and bodies that have the right to
submit acasedirectly of inaccordancewith
the designated ways to the Constitutional
Tribunal for its stance are designated.
Formationandrelationsof theConstitutional
Tribunal, responsibilities, powersandrights
and role of the chairman and members are
designated.

Our group support the 26 detailed basic principles
the Work Committee chairman presented for the
Chapter “General Provisions’, and hasno suggestions
about them.

Mr Chairman,

The delegate group of national races has already
discussed in support of the detailed basic principles
from 1 to 4 for the chapter “Amendment of the
Consgtitution”, the detailed basic principles for the
chapter “ State Flag, State Seal, National Anthem, the
Capital”, the detailed basic principles from 1 to 8 for
the chapter “Transitory Provisions’, and the detailed
basic principlesfrom 1 to 26 for the chapter “ General
Provisions’, withintheframework of thesix objectives
of the National Convention and 104 detailed basic
principles.

Weof thedel egategroup a so present four separate
suggestions which we assume are proper and good.
They are: one separate suggestion for the chapter
“Amendment of the Constitution”, and three for the
chapter “ State Flag, State Seal, National Anthem, the
Capital” totalling four to be used as necessary.

Mr Chairman,

The past history hastaught usalot of lessons. Itis
theduty of all the peopleof theUnionto shapeagolden
agein the future while taking the past lessons wisely.
Theon-going National Conventionismarkingthefirst
milestone on the road to democracy. All the delegates
are happy and take pride in themselves for the
opportunity to collectively take part in the noble task.

We are working out of hourswhile assessing the
personal experience, taking of thelessonsof life, and
studying the international military, economic and
economic affairs based on both practical and
theoretical knowledge. Hence, we are witnessing the
sound results. The nation has been able to end the
internal armed strife and stay away from ideol ogical
armed conflicts, catch up with the ever advancing
technological field of the 21st century and build
almost all the economic infrastructures. The nation
will stand tall among the world nations, proclaim the
Constitution, and reach the golden age with the
continued effortsof theel ected publicrepresentatives.
All the national races of the constant learning
Myanmar society are heartily welcoming the golden
future.

With full Union Spirit, the delegate group will
continue to take part with collective efforts for the
emergence of modern and developed genuine
discipline-flourishing democratic state and new
Constitution that hasthe power to servetheinterest of
the nation and the people and contribute to the
flourishing of democracy practicesin the nation.

MNA

(k)
V)

(m)
(n)

(0)
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The Union of Myanmar is made up of seven
States and seven Divisions. Over 100 national races
have been living in the country through thick and
thin since ancient times.

In retrospect, Myanmar had been standing tall
among the nations of the world for thousands of
years as she was a stable, independent sovereign
state with its own monarchs.

Myanmar fell into the hands of imperidists. All
the people in the entire nation faced a great deal of
hardships. Myanmar will never forget the sufferings
under imperialist subjugation.

races sacrificed their lives and blood for the country
during the period of over 60 years.

The significant point of independence is the uplift
of prestige and dignity of the country, maintaining
relations with other independent nations on equal
terms, free from the influence of others, building the
future on its own and the opportunity to lead a
peaceful life with own rules and laws.

Independence does not mean that one can do,
live, speak or go as one likes without observing the
law.

Necessary rules and laws are prescribed in an

Ve

The Tatmadaw with a fine tradition of
shouldering duties in all aspects has been
serving the interest of the people. Taking
lessons from the past history, today’s
Tatmadaw government is working hard to
develop all sectors of the country which still
lags behind progress in other countries.

~N

\\
Hailing the 59th Anniversary Independence Day
Safeguard fruits of independence
- ; ; A\
\ . Oke Shaung Hmu (YadanaSI-LoHem))_/
Cherich the Independence, h In 1824, the |m[?er|allsts invaded Myanmar and (~ Courageous brethren Of\
. . . waged three aggressive wars. In 1885, they annexed
safeguard it at risk of lives Myanmar as a Brirish colony. The peoplewereunder | the Union waged the resistance
: the control of the imperialists. war and stru gg| ed for
| Courageous brethren of the Union waged the independence It Was saddening
resistance war and struggled for independence. It was
saddening that the imperialists ill-treated Myanmar | that the imperialists ill-treated
people and practised the divide-and-rule policy with | \ yanmar p60p| e and pr actised
oo il‘i’;jr‘i’t’;?'”g hariesndndeminng | e divide-and-rule policy with
Despite the divide-and-rule policy, Panglong | theintention of prolonging their
witnessed the Union Spirit that was forged withthe | r yle and under mini ng the
determination to remain united not with standing . . .
divisive acts of anyone on 12 February 1947. Later, \natlonal solidar 'ty. )
the country regained independence. independent country in accord with its culture and
Myanmar regained its independence from the | traditions. Deserving rights are given to those who
"y imperialists on 4 January 1948. All the people | live within the framework of law and punishment
residing in the nation had been able to live on thier | is also given to those who fail to abide by the law.
E own on land with pride. All the national people were able to achieve
P R &..:J; We managed to regain our independence after | independence through the strength of patriots after
. ~/ overcoming hardships and difficulties. The national | they had been under colonialist subjugation for more

than 123 years and overcame various kinds of
hardship. However, the past history witnessed that
the Union of Myanmar had to pass the periods of
ups and downs. Soon after the independence was
regained, the whole nation became a battlefield due
to interna insurgencies. In 1988 also interna and
external instigation caused public unrest in the
country undermining the community peace and
tranquillity. At that time, the nation was in a state of
utter chaos with commotion, beheadings, shouting
for democracy and demands for interim government
and power. However, the duty-conscious Tatmadaw
took over the State duties and paid attention to peace
and stability and progress of the State.

Since then, the Tatmadaw with a fine
tradition of shouldering dutiesin all aspects has been
serving the interest of the people. Taking lessons
from the past history, today’ s Tatmadaw government
isworking hard to develop all sectors of the country
which still lags behind progress in other countries.

In doing so, the government under the
guidelines of farsighted leaders, is working day in,
day out to fulfill al the needs of the State and the
people, especially those from less-devel oped regions.
All can witness the efforts of the Tatmadaw

(See page 7)
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,
Safeguard fruits of independence...
(from page 6)
government. As soon as it assumed State duties, it
placed emphasis on ensuring national consolidation,
peace and stability of the State and the rule of law.
And then for the emergence of a modern devel oped
State with strong economy, the government started
building infrastructures such as universities and
colleges, technological colleges, computer colleges
and 200-bed hospitals across the nation after
establishing 24 special development regions.
Moreover, measures are being taken for the
improvement of all sectors such as agriculture,
transport and communications, trade, education,

health and socia affairs.

Keeping in the fore ‘Our Three Main
National Causes — Non-disintegration of the
Union, non-disintegration of national solidarity and
perpetuation of sovereignty, the government side

by side with the people is taking all necessary
\

N
measures so that the Union of Myanmar will not
lose its independence again.

The National Convention is in progress to
draw a constitution in accord with the people’s
desire in order to shape a peaceful, modern and
developed democratic nation with flourishing
discipline. At the National Convention, the delegate
group of political parties, delegate group of
representatives-elect, delegate group of national
races, delegate group of peasants, delegate group
of workers, delegate group of intellectuals and
intelligentsia, representatives of 17 national race
armed groups that have returned to the legal fold
and delegate group of other invited persons are
discussing and laying down detailed basic principles
for the future of the State.

Overall, the success of the National
Convention will augur well for the future of the
State and the people.

Trandlation: NY+ST

In various nations that
calamitiesthe peopleare
suffering
for lack of freedom and peace.

You will know from a glance at
~ what’s happening

That iswhy it isthe
duty of all the
citizensto act with
nationalist fervour
and defeat the
dangersthat
threaten
independence.

Objectives of 59th Anniversary

I ndependence Day

— All the national peopleto join handsfor-
ever for safeguarding the national inde-
pendence and sovereignty of the State;
— Allthenational peopletocollectively safe-
guar d non-disintegration of theUnionand
non-disintegration of national solidarity;
— All thenational peopleto makeconcerted
effortsfor the emergence of an enduring
constitution and building of a new, mod-
ern, developed and discipline-flourishing
democratic nation; and

— All thenational peopletowork in concert
for the success of the seven-step Road
M ap of theStatewith Union Spiritandthe
patriotic spirit.

Y ANGON, 29 Dec — Hlawga Park of the
Ministry of Forestry will bekept openfrom8amto
5pmon 1 January (Bakari |dd Day) and 4 January
(Independence Day) 2007 for public recreation.

MNA
\ J

Kaung Htet
[ Hlawga Park tobekept | §€écordeadiqesQl ‘
open for public recreation euBeorbanfuodigqes

New stampsto beissued to mark )
59th Independence Day

NAY Pvi Taw, 29 Dec— MyanmaPostsand
Telecommunications of the Ministry of
Communications, Posts and Telegraphs will issue
K 2 and K 5 postage stamps in commemoration of
the59th Anniversary Independence Day whichfalls

C\)@é C\)@ﬁ ?(Y%OQOCYS (@é%@é@ﬁo)
5§ opobagioo (onaboger) xS
sizo?f)cgzsgagorg @@5@@§ agozcoosﬁ
Q%@é&)éd%gq&ﬂoz%;%o @@%@U)’So&oé&%p‘;
ophacs, B8
JooB 35
8eomeomazndespndad:ood(omsheges,)

(90-0-JooGB) ¢ondes,

7

PoeM

| ndependenceis

* Independenceis
What’ snot quiteappar ent when wehaveit
But too apparent when don’t
A web of suffering.
Mired into davery
How heart-rending.
Not even allowed our own rice
Can't takerest in own garden
Haveto go along with
Someone else’ swhims.
* Independenceis
Not to betaken for granted
Not for just the sake of having
If so, all of asudden
Can fall in aflash
Into somebody’ s hand.
Thetimetaken toregain it
Would be many years
Much blood and life
Haveto be sacrificed.
* Independenceis
What catersfor all citizenry
Tobealert and with lasting thoughts
Specially imbued with correct nationalism
Sothat it shan’t belost again
We haveto safeguard it.
Myanmar’s sovereignty

C .

on 4 January. The stampswill be available at State/ JOoon 40 Shall only in the hands of Myanmars
Division/District/Township Post Officeson4 January ass0l&comonas (o —5— 100 ) Se With equal gusto in helping.
2007. centonill ) ot FROITHRA f Jo0 APER. And with hands firmly held

swill be put on the new stamps bought c
from General Post Officesof Y angonand Mandalay ( 3 ) o Onwardshallwergoarlt\:/lh. Pathein) (T
on 4 January — MNA ) JO=0=Jo0) §7es, . eMoe(Pathein) ( rs.))
\, \S
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Government is placing emphasis on
Improving the sector s of political, economic and
social affairs by laying down the 12 State objectives

(frompage 1)

and representatives-elect held preliminary meetings
and designated the del egate groups, the number of the
delegates and procedures of the National Convention
with common consent. Therefore, the Chapter Head-
ings and their Serial Order, and State Fundamental
Principlesfor the State Constitution werelaid downin
1993; the chapters “The State Structure” and “The
Head of State” in 1994; prescribing Self-Administered
Divisions and Self-Administered Zones, in 1995; and
Formation of L egislature, Formation of Executiveand
Formation of Judiciary, in 1996.

The National Convention, which had to be ad-
journedtemporarily since 1996, wasreconvenedon 17
May 2004. And up to now it has been held four times.
Due to the sustained efforts of you delegates, the
fundamental principles and detailed basic principles
necessary for the State Constitution are being adopted
successfully for one heading after another.

Regarding the accomplishment of thework, of the
15 chapters laid down at the National Convention
Plenary Session held on 7 April 1993 for framing the
State Constitution, eight chapters have been adopted
successfully owing to the collaborative efforts of you
delegates.

At the plenary session held from 10 to 12 October
2006, explanation was made to the delegates to give
advice and make suggestions to decide whether the
findings of the Work Committee Chairman for the
chapters “Election”, “Palitical Parties’ and “Provi-
sions on State of Emergency” of the seven remaining
chaptersshould be adopted asdetailed basic principles
or not.

And at the plenary session held 10 and 13 Novem-
ber 2006, clarification was made to the delegates to
give advice and make suggestions to decide whether
thefindings of the Work Committee Chairman for the
chapters* Amendment of the State Constitution”, * State
Flag, State Seal, National Anthem and the Capita”,
“Transitory Provisions” and “General Provisions’ of
the remaining seven chapters should be adopted as
detailed basic principles or not.

Now, the detailed basic principlesfor the eight of

the 15 chaptersto beincluded in the State Constitution
have been adopted. And to adopt the detailed basic
principlesfor the seven remaining chapters, respective
delegate groups have presented the proposals of the
delegates at the plenary session held from 27 Novem-
ber to 7 December and at the plenary session held from
21 December to date.

So, now theWork Committee haspresented all the
chapters to seek advice and suggestions from the
delegates.

The National Convention is attended by the
representativesof national racesacr ossthenation,
repr esentativesof national raceswhohaver etur ned
tothelegal fold and thoserepresenting all walks of
life. Therefore, | would say the demands of those
who plotting clandestine schemesto harm the Na-
tional Convention have varnished under the cor-
rect influence of the National Convention that is
fully endowed with essence.

Delegates,

Attheongoing National Convention, thepanel
of chairmenwill haveto compileaproposal paper after
reviewing the suggestions the delegate groups have
discussed and submitted. Then the National Conven-
tion Convening Commission and Work Committee
will have to assess the proposal paper and lay down
detailed basic principles after seeking approval of the
delegatesat the next plenary session of theNC. That is
why the NC will resume on an appropriate occasionin
2007.

Delegates,

Asyouknow, thedesireof all thepeopleisthe
peaceand stability and progressof the State by uphold-
ing ‘Our Three Main National Causes’' — Non-disin-
tegration of the Union, non-disintegration of national
consolidation and perpetuation of sovereignty. There-
fore, the government is working hard to achieve the
goal of building a peaceful and modern developed
nation.

Indoing so, drawing lessonsfromthepast, the
government knowsthat peace and stability of the State
and national consolidation are of utmost importance.
Thanksto cooperativeeffortsof the Tatmadaw and the

Ve

\-

The National Convention is attended by the\
representativesof national racesacrossthenation,
representatives of national races who have re-
turned to thelegal fold and thoserepresenting all
walks of life. Therefore, | would say the demands
of thosewho plotting clandestineschemestoharm
theNational Convention havevarnished under the
correct influence of the National Convention that
Isfully endowed with essence.
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At the ongoing National
Convention, the panel of
chairmen will have to com-
pile a proposal paper after
reviewingthesuggestionsthe
delegate groups have dis-
cussed and submitted. Then
theNational Convention Con-
vening Commission and
Work Committeewill haveto
assesstheproposal paper and
lay down detailed basic prin-
ciples after seeking approval
of the delegates at the next
plenary session of the NC.
That is why the NC will
resume on an appropriate
occasion in 2007.

people, national armed groups which rose against the
government for half acentury after independence was
regained for their different ideologies and isms have
returned to the legal fold and they are now attending
the National Convention for the emergence of a de-
mocracy with discipline flourishing. However, some
elements with negative view relying on foreign coun-
triesarestill attemptingtostifletheeffort for peaceand
stability and progress of the State. So, we areto guard
against such danger through the strength of the peopl e.
Delegates,

In order to develop the State, it isnecessary to
have economic infrastructures. The government is
placing emphasis on improving the sectors of palitic,
economic and social affairs by laying down the 12
State objectives. It can be witnessed that the State has
seen significant progressin both economic and social
sectorssuch asagriculture, industry, transport, energy,
electricity, social affairs, education and health.

These are the result of hard work of the State
and the people based on own strength and resources.
Therefore, it is required to hand down these fruitful
results to future generations. The ongoing National
Conventionisbeing heldin order to write an enduring
State constitution. The past history has taught us that
the constitution isthelifeblood of the State. Overdl, |
would like to express my sincere thanksto you all for
your active participation in the National Convention
sidelining your persona matters.

MNA



Desire of all the people is

peace...

(from page 16)

Present on the occasion were Chairman of
the National Convention Convening Commission
Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein and Commission mem-
bers, Chairman of the National Convention Con-
vening Work Committee Chief Justice U Aung Toe
and Work Committee members, Chairman of the
National Convention Convening Management Com-
mittee Auditor-General Mgj-Gen Lun Maung and
Management Committee members, chairmen and
officials of subcommittees, delegates of political
parties National Unity Party, Union Pa-O National
Organization, Shan State Kokang Democratic Party,
Mro (or) Khami National Solidarity Organization,
Lahu National Development Party, Union Kayin
League, Kokang Democracy and Unity Party and
Wa National Development Party, representatives-
elect of National Unity Party and Mro (or) Khami
National Solidarity Organization, independent rep-
resentatives, delegates of national races from
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan
(South), Shan (North) and Shan (East) States,
Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago, Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions, delegates of
peasants from Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South), Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Y angon and Ayeyawady Divisions, del-
egates of intellectuals and intelligentsia, delegates
of workers from Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South), Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Y angon and Ayeyawady Divisions, del-
egates of State Service Personnel from the State
Peace and Development Council Office, the Presi-
dent Office, the Pyithu Hluttaw Office, the Gov-
ernment Office, the Supreme Court, the Attorney-
General’ s Office, the Auditor-General’ s Office, the
Multi-party Democracy General Election Commis-
sion Office, the Civil Service Selection and Train-
ing Board, the Yangon City Development Commit-
tee, the Mandalay City Development Committee and
ministries, other invited delegates, delegates from
Shan State (North) Special Region-1, Shan State
(North) Special Region-2, Shan State (North) Spe-
cial Region-3, Shan State (East) Special Region-4,
Shan State (North) Special Region-5, Shan State
(South) Special Region-6, Kachin State Special Re-
gion-1, Kachin State Special Region-2, Kayah State
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Special Region-1, Kayah State Special Region-2,
Kayah State Special Region-3, Kayinni National
Democratic Party (KNDP) (Dragon) Group, Kayinni
National Progressive Party (KNPP) (Hoya), Kayinni
National Unity and Solidarity Organization (KaMa
Sa Nya), Democratic Kayin Buddhist Organization
(DKBA) and Haungthayaw Special Region Group
who had returned to the legal fold, Nyeinchanyay
Myothit Group from Hpa-an Township of Kayin
State, Burma Communist Party (Rakhine State
Group), Arakan Army (AA), Homein Region De-
velopment and Welfare Group, Shwepyiaye (MTA),
Manpan People’s Militia Group, Mon Peace Group
(Chaungchi Region) and Mon Nai Seik Chan Group
that had exchanged arms for peace.

Chairman of NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein presided over the Plenary Session and
Secretary of NCCC Minister for Information Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan acted as Master of Ceremonies.

According to the agenda of the Plenary Ses-
sion, Chairman of the NCCWC Chief Justice U Aung
Toe clarified future tasks for the National Conven-
tion saying that the National Convention resumed on
10 October 2006 to lay down and adopt detailed
basic principles for formulating an enduring State
Constitution of the Union of Myanmar.

The delegates have been energetically tak-
ing part in the National Convention, while keeping
in the fore Our Three Main National Causes for the
success of the functions of the National Convention,
the first step of the seven-point Road Map.

Throughout the process of the National Con-
vention, the delegates, who are the national races of
al the states and divisions, have frankly presented
proper and sound suggestions in the interest of the
nation and the people, while dealing with each other
like close relatives. They are put on record with
honour.

The delegates presented suggestions to adopt
detailed basic principles in connection with the leg-
islative functions of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the
Pyithu Hluttaw, the Amyotha Hluttaw and the Re-
gion or State Hluttaw to be included in the Chapter
“Legidation” at the plenary session of the National
Convention held from 2 to 9 January 2006 and the
Chapters “the Role of Tatmadaw” and “ Citizenship
and Fundamental Rights and Duties of Citizens’ at
the plenary session of the National Convention held
from 24 to 30 January 2006. The alternative penal of
chairmen after studying the suggestions presented its
compilation concerning the suggestions on 11 and
12 October 2006.

The compilation of the alternative panel of
chairmen showed that some of the suggestions pre-

Ve

writing.

The National Convention Convening
Work Committee coordinated with the al-
ternative panel of chairmen whether to adopt
those separate suggestions as detailed basic
principles or not. The panel of chairmen
after seeking the opinions of the delegates
concerned presented the collected opinions
of the delegates to the Work Committee in

~N
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The compilation of the
alternative panel of chair-
men showed that some of the
suggestions presented by the
delegate groups and some
delegates are found to be
sound and proper enough to
serve the interest of the na-
tion and the people.

\. J
sented by the delegate groups and some delegates
are found to be sound and proper enough to serve
the interest of the nation and the people. As regards
the matter, the National Convention Convening Work
Committee coordinated with the alternative penal of
chairman whether to adopt those separate sugges-
tions as detailed basic principles or not. The panel of
chairman after seeking the opinions of the delegates
concerned presented the collected opinions of the
delegates to the Work Committee in writing.

In accord with the suggestions of the most
of the delegates, the National Convention adopted
the detailed basic principles in connection with the
legidative functions of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the
Pyithu Hluttaw, the Amyotha Hluttaw and the Re-
gion or State Hluttaw to be included in the Chapter
“Legidation” at its plenary session held on 25 and
26 October 2006, and the detailed basic principles
for the Chapter “the Role of Tatmadaw” at its ple-
nary session held on 26 October and the detailed
basic principles for the Chapter “Citizenship and
Fundamental Rights and Duties of Citizens’ at its
plenary session held the next day. Thanks to the full
cooperation of the delegates, the National Conven-
tion was able adopt the said detailed basic princi-
ples.

The plenary session of the National Conven-
tion held on 30 and 31 October 2006 read out the
clarification made by the Work Committee Chair-
man regarding detailed basic principles to be adopted
for the Chapters “Election”, “Political Parties’ and
“Provisions on State of Emergency”.

Concerning the Work Committee Chairman’s
clarification, the delegates held group-wise meetings
and compiled collections of suggestions, and pre-
sented them to the plenary session of the National
Convention held from 27 November to 7 December
this year. The proposal paper of the delegates of the
political parties was presented at the plenary session
of the National Convention on 27 and 28 November,
the proposal paper of the delegates of the representa-
tives-elect was presented on 29 and 30 November,
the proposal paper of the delegates of the national
races group was presented on 1 December, the pro-
posal paper of the delegates of the peasants group
was presented on 4 December, the proposal papers
of the delegates of the workers group and the intel-
lectuals and intelligentsia group were presented on 5
December, the proposal paper of the delegates of the
State service personnel group was presented on 6
December, and the proposal paper of the delegates
of the other invited persons group was presented on
7 December.

At the plenary session of the National Con-
vention held from 10 to 13 November, the clarifica-
tion made by the Work Committee Chairman con-
cerning detailed basic principles for the chapters

(See page 10)
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Desire of all the people is

peace...

(from page 9)

“Amendment of the Constitution”, “ State Flag,
State Seal, National Anthem, and the Capital”,
“Transitory Provisions’ and “General Provisions’ was
read out.

As regards the Work Committee Chairman’s
clarification, the delegates held group-wise meetings
and compiled collections of suggestions, and
submitted them to the plenary session of the National
Convention held from 21 November to date. The
proposal papers of the delegates of the political parties
were submitted to at the plenary session of the
National Convention on 21 and 22 December, the
proposal papers of the delegates of the
representatives-elect were presented on 26 December,
the proposal papers of the delegates of the national
races group and peasants group were presented on
27 December, the proposal papers of the delegates
of the workers group and the intellectuals and
intelligentsia group were presented on 28 December,
and the proposal papers of the delegates of the State
service personnel group and other invited persons
group were presented this morning.

After studying the suggestions presented by
the delegate groups, we found that the delegate
groups after making thorough discussions on the
Work Committee Chairman’s clarification discussed
in support of the clarification with reasonable
assumptions; and that they presented separate
suggestions of their own, which are within the
framework of the six objectives of the National
Convention including Our Three Main National
Causes and based on the 104 fundamental principles
and their studies and experiences. The panel of
chairmen of the plenary session of the National
Convention will submit the collections of proposals
chapter-wise after analyzing the suggestions in
detail.

The National Convention is adjourned today,
and it will resume on an appropriate date in 2007
for the members of the panel of chairmen to
compile collections of suggestions based on their
studies on the suggestions, and for the delegates
to conduct their business and social undertakings
well.

When the National Convention resumes,
detailed basic principles concerning the Chapters
“Election”, “Political Parties’, “Provisions on State
of Emergency”, “Amendment of the Constitution”,
“State Flag, State Seal, National Anthem, and the
Capital”, “Transitory Provisions” and “General
Provisions” will be adopted in accord with the views
and opinions of the delegates. In addition, the
National Convention Convening Work Committee
has plans to present its explanations to annul the
detailed basic principles that are no longer needed,
and to make amendments and additions concerning
some expressions of the detailed basic principles after
re-analyzing and considering the adopted detailed
basic principles, to the National Convention. In this

regard, | would like to urge the delegates to make
preparations to present their sound suggestions at
the coming plenary session of the National
Convention. And with this | conclude.

Next, Secretary of NCCC Minister for
Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan explained the
management matters. He said that the National
Convention which resumed on 10 October 2006 will
be adjourned soon. The NC delegates will go back
home to their respective regions. Therefore, the
Commission has made arrangements for transport
and management matters for the convenience of the
delegates who will leave for home by air, by train or
by car this evening, on 30 and 31 December.

Arrangements have been made for supervision
and safety of their going home by officials of the
States and Divisions. Private cars will be permitted
to pick up equipment of the delegates from the
hostels, after being checked at the gates. Officials
will provide transport facilities to the delegates who
will leave by air and by train to the airport and railway
stations.

The Commission has requested authorities of
respective states and divisions on 20 December to
enable the delegates to conveniently reach their
destinations. In addition, the Security Subcommittee
will collect identity cards from the NC delegates at
the hostels, and the cards will be issued to them at
Nyaunghnapin Camp in the coming National
Convention.

When the National Convention is about to
resume, invitation cards will be sent to all the NC
delegates in advance. The authorities concerned in
the states and divisions have been informed to provide
al the necessary assistance to the delegates. When
the invitation cards are being sent to the delegates,
the authorities concerned will be informed again in
order that they can provide the delegates with the
necessary assistance.

Asthere were some weaknesses in management
sector of the National Convention held in 2004 and
2005, remedial measures have been taken to the most
possible degree for the convenience of the delegates.
But, it islearnt that the delegates found it difficult in
some cases due to various reasons. However, it is
also learnt that the delegates were magnanimous in
such weaknesses as those at the service of delegates
made efforts with might and main for the convenience
of the latter, regarding them as their parents, brothers
and sisters.

During the National Convention, it was
convenient for the delegates to enjoy meal, accom-
modation, transport, health and welfare of delegates.
And arrangements are to be made for the convenience
of the NC delegates in the coming National
Convention.

News letters of the NC are distributed daily
during the National Convention. As the news letters
covered matters on group meeting and the laying
down of detailed basic principles carried out by the
NC, they would turn out to be priceless records for
the delegates.

It is seen that the delegates enthusiastically
participated in the writing of articles, poems, stories,

\the delegates.

It isseen that the delegates enthusiastically participated\
in thewriting of articles, poems, stories, humour and cartoons
including the salient points of the National Convention with
the help of officials concerned. This being the case, the news
letter swereinfor mative and entertaining and popular among

J
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During the break of the National\
Convention, he urged delegates to impart
essence of fundamental principles and
detailed basic principles laid down and
efforts made by the NC in the interest of
the State and the people to the people at
every opportunity.

In the same way, he stressed the need
for delegates to make a through study of
fundamental principles and detailed basic
principles laid down at the NC and
constitutions of nations of the world

including Myanmar.
\. J

humour and cartoons including the salient points of
the National Convention with the help of officials
concerned. This being the case, the news letters were
informative and entertaining and popular among the
delegates.

With the help of news letters, the delegates
have the opportunity to better understand traditions
and culture of national races, thereby contributing
much to national unity. Since the manuscripts of news
letters are beneficial and advantageous the Ministry
of Information is making arrangements to insert them
in journals and newspapers. Based on the manuscripts
a book will be published.

He said that he thanked officials, staff members
and delegates who did their bit in successful
publishing of news letters. In addition, he also
expressed his thanks over concerted efforts of staff
members of the Ministry of Information, the Ministry
of Culture, the Ministry of Defence, the Myawady
Crew, the anyeint of Yangon Command, Myanmar
Motion Picture Asiayon, Gita Asiayon and Artists
and Artisians Asiayon for their participation in the
entertainment programmes.

In the meantime, he thanked organisations and
well-wishers who made cash and kind donations for
the success of the National Convention, delegate
businessmen and film producers who contributed their
shares in sports and entertainment programmes.

During the break of the National Convention,
he urged delegates to impart essence of fundamental
principles and detailed basic principles laid down and
efforts made by the NC in the interest of the State and
the people to the people at every opportunity.

In the same way, he stressed the need for
delegates to make a through study of fundamental
principles and detailed basic principles laid down at
the NC and constitutions of nations of the world
including Myanmar.

In conclusion, he wishes the delegates to be
free from al forms of dangers on their way home, to
be happy meeting with their families, to be able to
attend the coming National Convention and to be able
to serve the interest of races, religions, Sasana and
their own al the more.

Next, Chairman of NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein delivered a speech.

(The speech delivered by Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Thein Sain is reported separately.)

The Plenary Session of the National Convention
which resumed on 10 October 2006 with objectives—
non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of
national solidarity, consolidation and perpetuation of
sovereignty, flourishing of a genuine multi-party
democracy system, further flourishing of noblest and
worthiest of worldly values, namely, justice, liberty
and equality in the State and for the Tatmadaw to
be able to participate in the nationa political leadership
role of the future State— successfully concluded
at 11.50 an.—MNA




Proposals of Delegate
Group of ...

(from page 16)
Shan State Kokang Democratic Party, Mro (or)
Khami National Solidarity Organization, Lahu
National Development Party, Union Kayin League,
Kokang Democracy and Unity Party and Wa National
Development Party, representatives-elect of National
Unity Party and Mro (or) Khami National Solidarity
Organization, independent representatives, delegates
of national races from Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin,
Mon, Rakhine, Shan (South), Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions,
delegates of peasants from Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,
Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan (South), Shan (North)
and Shan (East) States, Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago,
Magway, Mandalay, Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions, delegates of intellectuals and intelligentsia,
delegates of workers from Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,
Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan (South), Shan (North)
and Shan (East) States, Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago,
Magway, Mandalay, Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions, delegates of State Service Personnel from
the State Peace and Development Council Office,
the President Office, the Pyithu Hluttaw Office, the
Government Office, the Supreme Court, the Attorney-
Genera’s Office, the Auditor-Generd’s Office, the
Multi-party Democracy General Election Commission
Office, the Civil Service Selection and Training
Board, the Yangon City Development Committee,
the Mandalay City Development Committee and
ministries, other invited delegates, delegates from
Shan State (North) Specia Region-1, Shan State
(North) Special Region-2, Shan State (North) Special

Chairman of NCCC, Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein, commission members and del egates attend
the plenary session of the National Convention.—mnNA
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Region-3, Shan State (East) Special Region-4, Shan
State (North) Special Region-5, Shan State (South)
Special Region-6, Kachin State Special Region-1,
Kachin State Special Region-2, Kayah State Special
Region-1, Kayah State Specia Region-2, Kayah State
Specia Region-3, Kayinni National Democratic Party
(KNDP) (Dragon) Group, Kayinni National
Progressive Party (KNPP) (Hoya), Kayinni National
Unity and Solidarity Organization (Ka Ma Sa Nya),
Democratic Kayin Buddhist Organization (DKBA)
and Haungthayaw Special Region Group who have
returned to the legal fold, Nyeinchanyay Myothit
Group from Hpa-an Township of Kayin State, Burma
Communist Party (Rakhine State Group), Arakan
Army (AA), Homein Region Development and
Welfare Group, Shwepyiaye (MTA), Manpan
People’s Militia Group, Mon Peace Group
(Chaungchi Region) and Mon Nai Seik Chan Group
that had exchanged arms for peace.

Before the Plenary Session of the National
Convention, Chairman of the NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-
Gen Thein Sein and Commission members, Chairman
of the NCCWC Chief Justice U Aung Toe and Work
Committee members, Chairman of the NCCMC
Auditor-General Maj-Gen Lun Maung and
Management Committee members, chairmen and
officials of the subcommittees, delegates of political
parties, representatives-elect, delegates of the National
Races, Peasants, Workers, Intellectuals and
Intelligentsia, State Service Personnel, and Other
Invited Persons, signed attendance books at
Pyidaungsu Hall and the recreation hall.

U Kyaw Win Tun of Delegate Group of
Workers presided over the Plenary Session of the
National Convention together with Member of
NCCWC U Myo Thant (Maung Hsu Shin), U Saw
Philip (a) U Philip Sam of Delegate Group of Politica

Parties, U Maung Gyi of Delegate Group of
Representatives-elect, U Maung Hla (a) U HlaMyint
of Delegate Group of National Races, U Kan Nyunt
of Delegate Group of Peasants, Dr Maung Maung
Wint of Delegate Group of Intellectuals and
Intelligentsia, and U Tin Kha of Delegate Group of
State Service Personnel and Dr Manan Tu Ja of
Delegate Group of Other Invited Persons.

Director (Meeting) U Than Aung of NCCWC
Office acted as Master of Ceremonies and Deputy
Director U Aung Kyi as co-MC.

The MC declared the start of meeting as 1,070
out of 1,080 delegates were in attendance, accounting
for 99.07 per cent, and the plenary session
commenced with the permission of the meeting
chairman.

Delegates presented proposals of Delegate
Group of State Service Personnel on laying down
detailed basic principles for Chapters “Amendment
of the Constitution”, “ State Flag, State Seal, National
Anthem and the Capital”, “Transitory Provisions’
and “General Provisions’ in drafting the State
Constitution. First, Delegate U Sein Lwin of the
Ministry of Mines presented the proposal.

Next, U Than Tun of Attorney-General Office
presented the proposal and the Plenary Session took
a break at 9.55 am.

When the Plenary Session resumed at 10.10 am,
delegates presented proposals of Delegate Group of
Other Invited Persons. First, U Lwizi Kyaw Kyaw
of (KNPP) (Hoya) presented the proposal.

Next, U Saw Hla Tun of ChaungU Township,
Sagaing Division, presented the proposal and the
Plenary Session went into recess at 10.55 am.

(Proposals of Delegate Group of Sate Service
Personnel and Delegate Group of Other Invited
Persons will be reported.) — MNA

Proposalsto be

published

YaNGoN, 29 Dec— Proposals of Delegate
Group of State Service Personnel and Delegate
Group of Other Invited Persons on laying down
detail ed basi c principlesfor Chapters“ Amendment
of theCondtitution”, “ State Flag, State Seal, National
Anthem and the Capital”, “ Transitory Provisions’
and“ General Provisions’ tobeincluded indrafting
the State Constitution made at the Plenary Session
of the National Convention held at Pyidaungsu
Hall of Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby
Township, Yangon Division, today, will be
published in the dailies—MNA

Six members quit Taungdwingyi Township NLD

Y ANGON, 29 Dec — A total of 6 members of
Taungdwingyi Township National League for
Democracy of Magway Divison— U ThanWin(a) U
Than Htut of Ohndaw No 2 Ward on 16 October and
U AyeTun, U BoNi, U San Tin, U Myint Maung and
U AyeLwinof Thaphangon Village on 26 October —
sentresignationletterstotheNL D andlocal authorities
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on their own volition.

In their resignation letters sent to Magway
Division Multi-party Democracy General Election
Sub-Commission, they said that they nolonger wished
to participate in party politics and they had lost faith
and trust inthe NLD. That iswhy, they quit the party
on their own accord, they said.—MNA

12/30/06, 3:26 AM
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE
MV SEA MERCHANT VOY NO (715)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SEA
MERCHANT VOY NO (715) are hereby notified that
thevessel will be arriving on 30.12.2006 and cargowill
be discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it
will lieat the consignee’ srisk and expensesand subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessdl.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER

LINESPTELTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

L1 This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.
O Tllustrated with colourful photographs.
() Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:
The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

7 Building

A MODERN STATIE
2005 -

Infrastructure,
Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00

Available at
=l Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

W 381448,249031

S) News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

Yangon @ : 294306

& Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

INVITATION TO TENDER
TENDER NO (2)(ES) A.M.D (2006-2007)

1 Seded Tender are invited by Agricultural Mechanization Department, Ministry of
Agriculture and Irrigation, for the supply of the following stores (in Myanmar Kyats.)

LOT: No Description Quantity
1 Tractor Tyre & Tube and Discs 6 Items
2. Zetor-50/ZWE-80 Tractor Spares 20 Items
3. 6711/7011/7045/5911/J.D.2300 Tractor Spares 11 Items
4. SHANGHAI-654 Tractor Spares 7 ltems
5. Hand Tools 9 Items
6. Komatsu Excavator ($4D95 Engine) (PC 100-6) Spares 15 Items
7. Komatsu Excavator (54D102 Engine) (PC 100-6) Spares 31 Items
8. Komatsu (Crawler) Tractor D65A-6 20 Items
9. Komatsu (Crawler) Tractor D53A-16 12 ltems
2. Tender Closing date: 8" January,2007, 12:00 hrs
3. Tender documents are available at Equipment & Stores Branch of Agricultura

M echanization Department (Head Office), AM D Bayintnaung Road, Insein Township, Y angon,
during office hours from (29-12-2006). Only Tenders Purchased from AMD will be accepted.
4, For more detalls, Contact; 01-682209, 01-682593

Director Genera
Agricultural Mechanization Department

Spanish doctor says
Castro does not have cancer

MabriD, 28 Dec—
Distinguished Spanish
doctor JoseCarlosGarcia
Sabrido said on Tuesday
that Cuban leader Fidel
Castro does not have
cancer on hisreturn from
Cuba, where he con-
ducted a medica check
on the ailing Castro.

“His physical activity
is excellent, his intel-
lectual activity intact,
I'd say fantastic, he's
recovering from his
previous operation,”
Garcia Sabrido, head of

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Eli Lilly and Company,
a Company incorporated in
the State of Indiana, United
States of America of Lilly Cor-
porate Center, Indianapolis,
U.S.A., is the owner of the
following Trade Marks :-

HUMULIN

Reg. No. 601/2004

DISTACLOR

Reg. No. 603/2004
in respect of "pharmaceutical
preparations”.

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin

M.A., H.G.P.D.B.L.

for Eli Lilly and Company
P.O. Box 60, Yangon

Dated: 30 December 2006

DRIVE
WITH
CARE
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Vietnam to import more bird flu
vaccines next month

Hanol, 28 Dec—
Vietnam will import
additional 25 million
doses of H5N1 vaccines
and 4.5 million doses of
H5N9vaccinesinJanuary
2007 to vaccinate poultry
amid recent bird flu
outbreaksintwo southern
provinces, the local
newspaper Peoplereport-
ed on Wednesday .

The H5N1 vaccines
will  be used for
unvaccinated fowls,
mainly ducks unlawfully
hatchedandraised by local
residentsdespiteanational
banonwaterfowl hatching,
andtheH5N9 vaccinesfor
white-winged  ducks
(similar to ducks but
bigger). Todate, Vietham,
which has already
vaccinated most of the
chickens and ducks

nationwide, has yet to
vaccinateitswhite-winged
duck population of nearly
10 million due to
unavailability of suitable
vaccines. However, it
recently found that Italian
H5N9 vaccines are
suitable for white-winged
ducks, according to the
Department of Animal
Health under the Ministry
of Agriculture and Rural
Development.

Vietnam has basicaly
containedbirdfluoutbresks
in the two provinces of Ca
MauandBacLieu,inwhich
over 6,000fowlswerekilled
by the disease early this
month. Relevant local
agencies have recently
vaccinated nearly 18,000
ducks unlawfully hatched
by residentsandculledover
11,000 poultry in the

provinces six affected
communes to prevent
further spread of the
disease.

Bird flu will spread to
thesouthernMekong Delta
and break out in northern
localities if anti-disease
activities, including strict
surveillance, detoxifi-
cation and control over
poultry transport, trade,
slaughtering and smug-
gling are not ensured, the
department said.

MNA/Xinhua

surgery at Madrid’'s
Gregorio Maranon public
hospital, told a news
conferenceafter returning
from Cuba.

“He asks every day to
returntowork, but doctors
advise him not to, to take
it easy,” said he.

Asked whether Castro
wassufferingfromcancer,
Garcia Sabrido said, “As
far as| know, I deny this
absolutely.”

Castro“isnot suffering
from a malignant illness
but from abenign process
with a series of com-
plications’, and is “in a
process of slow but

progressiverecovery”,the
doctor said. He needs no
new surgery, but requires
physical therapy, a strict
diet and rest, he added.
When asked whether
he thought Castro would
be physically capable of
once again governing
Cuba, GarciaSabridosaid:
“If hisrecoveryisabsol ute,
then naturally, yes.”
Garcia, whohasalong-
term connection with the
island, brought modern
equipment with him to
examine Castro, at the
invitation of the Cuban
Government.
MNA/Xinhua

Japan, South Korea sign
legal assistancetreaty

Tokyo, 28 Dec—Japan and South K oreanormalized
a mutual legal assistance treaty on Wednesday,
strengthening bilateral cooperation on fighting cross-

border crimes.

Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Aso and visiting
South Korean Foreign Affairs and Trade Minister
Song Min Soon exchanged the ratification documents
prior to their talks in Tokyo, Kyodo News reported.

The treaty, which is aimed at expediting criminal
investigations and trial proceedings of international
crime involving both countries, enables law-
enforcement authoritiesof thetwo countriestodirectly
work with each other without going through diplomatic

channel swhen cooperation is needed.—MNA/Xinhua

Over 100 kilos of cannabisresin seized in eastern Algeria

ALGOERS, 29 Dec— About 102.5 kilos of cannabis resin had been netted
recently by Algerian policein Constantine, east of Algeria, Algerian news agency

APS has reported.

Thesedrugswerefound hiddenin housesof twotraffickersinsmall plates, each
of whichweighs 200 grammes. The market value of the drugswas about 8 million
dinars (110,000 US dallars),

A total of five people aged 21 to 35 were involved in this case and had been
brought before court, APS reported on Wednesday.—MNA/Xinhua

12/30/06, 3:26 AM
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Canadian heart transplant patient
to climb Antarctica Mountain

OtTAWA, 28 Dec—In
a bid to show how
healthy heis, aCanadian
heart transplant patient
tried to climb to the
tallest peak of An-
tarctica, only to fail
because one of his
doctors started to have
health problems.

The 54-year-old fire-
fighter and father of four
had hoped to becomethe
first such patient to stand
atop Antarctica's tallest
peak, only to turn back
just 200 metres from the
summit, according to a
report fromthe Canadian
Press(CP) availablehere
on Wednesday.

Butitwasnot hisheart
or endurance that gave
out, it was in fact the
health of his doctors, of

all people, who fell ill
with altitude sickness
during the expedition
that started 3 December.

“I'm not disapp-
ointed,” Shippam told
reportersafew hoursafter
his flight landed on
Christmas Day at his
hometown of Thunder
Bay, Ontario, wheresome
200 friends, relatives and
local politiciansturned out
to greet him.

“We decided as a
team that really, the
important thing was to
get them to lower
atitude.

The only treatment
really for what they had
wastoget thethicker air.”
Amongthemostcritically
ill was Dr Heather Ross,
the expedition leader and

medical director of the
Toronto General Hos-
pital’s heart failure and
cardiac transplant
programme, the report
said.

According to her
daily online blog, the
“patient became the
rescuer” as Ross was
suffering from high
altitude  pulmonary
edema and her oxygen
saturation level had
reached a 40-per-cent
low.—MNA/Xinhua

A deluxe suiteisfurnished with a sculpted ice bed and artwork at the | cehotel in
Jukkagarvi, northern Sweden, on 25 Dec, 2006. —I| NTERNET

A Christmastreerises

on the Moscow Red
Square late on 25
Dec, 2006, Kremlin's
Spasskaya (Saviour)
tower in the
background and a
fragment of a skating
rink in the
foreground.

INTERNET

Greg Pike' sdog Booger, cat Kitty and white mouse
Mousie, rest at the end of a day in Bisbee, Arizona,
on 24 Dec, 2006. —INTERNET

M oderate quake jolts
eastern Indonesia

JAKARTA, 28 Dec — A 5.7-magnitude earthquake
struck the Indonesian eastern province of North

Sulawesi on Wednesday.

The tremor occurred at 05:56 am local time (22:56

GMT Tuesday) and was centred 196 kilometres
northeast of the provincial capita of Manado, an
official withthe M eteorology and GeophysicsAgency

said.

The epicentre of the undersea quake was located
59 kilometres beneath the Maluku Sea.
There is no immediate report of damages.

MNA/Xinhua

Former US President
Gerald Ford diesat 93

LosANGELES, 28 Dec— Former USPresident Gerald
Ford died at age 93, said hiswidow on Tuesday.

“My family joins me in sharing the difficult news
that Gerald Ford, our beloved husband, father,
grandfather and great-grandfather, has passed away at
93 years of age,” said Bette Ford in a statement.

“Hislifewasfilledwithloveof God, hisfamily and
his country,” the statement added.

The statement was released at the Eisenhower
Medical Centre in Rancho Mirage, California, where
Ford had been hospitalized.

Ford battled pneumonia in January 2006 and
underwent two heart treatmentsin August at theMayo
Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, the Associated Press
reported.

He was the longest living president, followed by
Ronald Reagan, whoalsodiedat 93. Ford wastheonly
unel ected president in the history of the United States.

In 1973, he was appointed vice-president after
Spiro Agnew, then vice-president resignedto avoid
prosecution on corruption charges.

On9August, 1974, Fordtook officeasthe 38thUS
president minutes after Nixon resigned to avoid
impeachment over the so-called “Watergate” scandal
and then served in the White House for 895 days.

Ford had been a congressman from Michigan for
26 years before he ascended to the top office of the
United States— MNA/Xinhua
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'Googleto expand newspaper ad

WasHINGTON, 28 Dec
—Search-engine giant
Google will roll out an
expanded newspaper ad
programmeinthe coming
months, The Washington
Post reported on Wednes-
day.

After two monthsinto
atest with 100 advertisers
and 66 newspapers,

programme

Google executives said
that its pilot programme
has exceeded their
expectations, and the top
five participating news-
papers are getting severa
bids a week from
advertisers, according to
the report.

“The volume (of ads
sold) istripling where we

thought it would be,” said
Tom Phillips, director of
print ads at Google. “I
think we’'ll have real
impact next year” on
newspapers bottomlines,
he said.

“We open themedium
to a whole new class of
advertisers.”

MNA/Xinhua

12/30/06, 3:26 AM
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A light helicopter is on sale at a newly opened
shopping mall in Wenzhou, East China’'s Zhgjiang
Province, on 27 Dec, 2006. The two-seat
EXEC162F helicopter, which is manufactured by
an American factory, ispriced at 1.15 million yuan
(US$143,750). —INTERNET
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Lonpon, 27 Dec—InvernessCaledo-
nian Thistle manager Charlie Christie
was a happy man after the 2-1 win over
Rangers- oneheadmitswasunexpected.

“It was a tremendous night as it is
well documented that we have been on
abadrun,” hetold BBC Radio Scotland.

“To take six points from Glasgow
Rangers and show the appetite and de-
sire that we did was phenomenal .

“We matched them toe-to-toeand we
got atremendous goal at the end to win

: & RN 'g;.dl
Christie was delighted with the win
over Rangers.—INTERNET

Christie ecstatic after victory

it, so I’'m delighted.”

It was the Highlanders first home
win over the Glasgow side but follows
their victory at Ibrox earlier in the sea-
son and Christie felt this result was a
boost for his side. “It is just three
points, an unexpected three points, but
it does lots for confidence as we have
been on such a poor run,” he added.

“We had more attempts on goa -
barring Celticthisseason- against Rang-
ersthan any other sidein thisleague—
itwaswell intodoubl efigures— sothat
saysalot for my players.”

John Rankin won the game with a
wonderful last-minute strike and
Christie was proud of the former Ross
County midfielder.

“It was such a sweetly struck shot
from aboy | brought here,” he said.

“We are asmall club but this result
shows what we are capable of and we
now ook forwardtothematchesagainst
Falkirk and St Mirren.”— Internet

Lonpon, 28 Dec— Chelsea and
England captain John Terry has un-
dergone successful surgery to cure his
troublesome back injury.

But Blues officials have yet to re-
veal how long they expect the 26-year-
old centre-half to be out of action.

“The operation to remove a seques-
trated lumbar intervertebral disc was

Chelsea have conceded six goals
in three league matches without Terry
and have fallen four points behind Pre-
miership leaders Manchester United.

could return within weeks not months.

Gallas and Robert Huth, manager Jose
Mourinho has admitted the continued

defensive options.

successful,” said a Chelsea statement. pm

The early indications are that Terry |

But having sold both William |

absence of Terry has left him short of

Terry hassurgery on back injury

The Blues have aready conceded
15 league goals so far this season -
only seven fewer than they did over
the whole of the last Premiership cam-
paign.

Terry’sinjury could also hit Eng-
land, who are due to play Spain at
Old Trafford on 7 February.

Internet

o DR

Terrylinjured his béék intrainin

*

Argentine defender
arrivesRometo

talk with AC Milan

RomEe, 29 Dec— Ar-
gentine defender
LeandroGrimi arrivedin
Milanon Thursday totalk
with AC Milan over a
possibleJanuary transfer
to the Italian club. The
21-year-old playsin Ar-
gentina for Racing
Avellanedaand is posed
to complete a two-mil-
lion-euro (2.64-million-
dollar) transfer to Milan
and eventually replace
his idol Paolo Maldini.
“Maldini is my role
model and | hope to be
likehimoneday,” Grimi
told Sky ltaliaafter land-
ing at Malpensa Airport.

“1 am aleft-sided de-
fender who loves to at-
tack, and God willing |
will bethenew Maldini.”
38-year-old Maldini has
beeninMilanfor 23 sea-
sons and is likely to re-
tire at the end of the sea-
son. — MNA/Xinhua

Premier Leaguerejectstwo

playersover red card appeal

Lonpon, 29 Dec — Manchester City midfielder
Joey Barton and West Ham defender Paul Konchesky
had their appeal sof lifting red cardsin Premier League
matches last weekend turned down on Thursday.

Barton was sent of f for atackle on Abdoulaye Faye
in Manchester City’ s2-0 defeat to Bolton at Manches-
ter Stadium, and Konchesky fouled Fulham winger
Wayne Routledge in the 0-0 draw at Craven Cottage.

The Premier League’s disciplinary commission
banned Bartonfor threegamesand K onchesky for one.

Barton will miss Manchester City’s trip to West
Ham on Saturday, its home match against Everton on
1 January, and the third-round FA Cup match at
Sheffield Wednesday on 7 January.— MNA/Xinhua

earlier this month.—INTERNET

Swedem defender

Gramavist loaned
to Wigan
StockHoLM, 29

Dec— Sweden defender
Andreas Grangvist isto
join English Premier
LeagueclubWigan Ath-
letic on loan until 30
June next year, hisclub
Helsingborg said on
Thursday.

The 21-year-old was
captain of Helsingborg
last season as they fin-
ished fourth placein the
league and won the
Cup.— MNA/Xinhua

Charlton hopesto sign
Steven Pressley

Lonpon, 29 Dec— Charlton Athletic arehopingto
sign former Hearts captain Steven Pressley to helpin
their fight against rel egation from the English Premier
League.

“Thereisagood chance he will be at Charlton and
it will be a good addition if we can secure him for
nothingtolose,” manager Alan Pardew toldtheclub’s
website on Thursday.

Pardew’ sfirst gamein charge of the London club
endedina2-2 draw with Fulham. Heistheclub’ sthird
manager this season, following the sackings of lain
Dowieand Les Reed. Pressley, who has morethan 30
caps for Scotland, eft Hearts earlier this month fol-
lowing an “amicable agreement”.

He had been suspended by the Scottish Premier
League club after criticizing theway it was being run.

Pardew, who was sacked by West Ham United this
month, thought Pressley’s characters and leadership
canhelp Chalton out of therel egation.— MNA/Xinhua

Gohouri
signsfor
M oenchengladbach

BERLIN, 29 Dec—
Steve Gohouri hassigned
a three-and-half year
deal with Borussia
Moenchengladbach
Thursday after success-

the club.

Baptista, onaseason-longloanfrom
Real Madrid aspart of thedeal that saw
Jose Antonio Reyes go the other way,
said: “1 want to help the team.

“Theideais to participate as much

Baptista unsure over Arsenal fate

Lonpon, 27 Dec—Julio Baptista ‘
wants to stay at Arsenal but it unsure
whether he has a long-term future at

|talian referee Collina back
to soccer

RomEe, 29 Dec — Italian eminent soccer referee
Pierluigi Collinahasbeen appointed asaconsultant for
the Italian football referees’ association, interim Ital-
ianfootball federation (FIGC) president LucaPancalli
said Thursday.

Collina, who retired as a referee in August 2005,
will assist newly-appointed referees chief Cesare
Gussoni.

Collina, 46, hasbeenworking asafinancial adviser
since hisretirement.

Famed for his bald head and intimidating stare,
Collinawas regarded as one of the best refereesin the
world. His proudest moment came when he took
chargeof the2002World Cupfinal between Brazil and
Germany.— MNA/Xinhua

30-12-06NL

fully passing a medical,
the German First Divi-
sion club confirmed.
The Ivory Coast de-
fender was previously
with Young Boys Berne
andwill joinGladbachfor
training on 3 January.
MNA/Xinhua
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as possible and at the end of the year
evaluate everything and decide if the
positives outweigh the negatives.

“l don’'t want to be just one more
player,” hetold Spanish paper AS.

TheBrazilianwasalong-termtarget
of manager ArseneWenger beforejoin-
ing the London club.

But he has made just two starts for

Baptista wants to play a significant
role for Arsenal.—INTERNET
Arsenal and appeared asalatesubstitute
during the Boxing Day win at Watford.

And Baptistaadded: “ ArseneWenger
tells me he will wait until | get used to
this league, but until | play regularly |
won’'t achieve that.—Internet

12/30/06, 3:26 AM

Platini seeks 3-berth limit for top

leaguesin Champions L eague

Paris, 29 Dec — French soccer legend Michel
Platini hasvowed to limit English, Italian and Spanish
representation in the Champions L eagueto three clubs
if he wins election as UEFA president next month.

The former St Etienne and Juventus midfielder is
challenging present UEFA chief Lennart Johansson,
who has been in the job since 1990, for the powerful
position with the election due on 26 January.

In a five-point programme outlining his policy
priorities, Platini said that he felt there were too many
clubsfrom the big European |eaguestaking part in the
continent’s premier tournament.

MNA/Xinhua
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Vietnam’sInternet, phone subscriptions up in 2006

Hanor, 29 Dec — Vietnam had over 14.5 million Internet users, or 17.5 per cent of itspopulation,
by early thismonth, compar ed with ther espectivefiguresof 9.9million and 12 per cent in early December

2005.

Of the 14.5 million
users, over four millionare
subscribers, including
454,000 broadband ones,
the Vietnam Internet
Network Information
Centre told Xinhua on
Wednesday, notingthat the
country’ stotal international
bandwidth currently stands
at 6,325 Mbps.

Vietnam, with a
population of over 83

million has so far thisyear,
signed up 10 million fixed
and mobile phone subs-
cribers,ayear-on-yearsurge
of 188 per cent. It currently
has 25.5 million phone
subscribers, many of them
are mobile phone ones.
Under Vietnam's
strategy on developing
information technology
and telecommunications,
every 100 residents will

have 32-42 telephones, | of themwill usebroadband
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View on today
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3. Morning news
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8. International news
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4. Round up of the week’s
TV loca news
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Saturday, 30 December
Tune in today

8:30am Brief news
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[ WEATHER ]

Friday, 29 December, 2006

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours, weather has
been generaly fair in the whole country. Night tem-
peratures were(5°C) below normal in Chin State, (3°C)
to(4°C) below normal inK ayinand M on States.Y angon
and Magway Divisions and about normal in the re-
maining areas. The significant night temperatures
were Haka (-1°C), and Pinlaung (3°C).

Maximumtemperatureon 28-12-2006 was 92°F.
Minimumtemperatureon 29-12-2006 was60°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours M ST on 29-12-2006 was
65%. Total sunshine hours on 28-12-2006 was (7.6)
hours approx.

Rainfalls on 29-12-2006 were (Nil) at
Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon.Total
rainfalls since 1-1-2006 were (98.46) inches at
Mingaladon and (111.61) inches at Kaba-Aye and
(116.69) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind
speedat Y angon (Kaba-Aye) was(4) mphfromNorth-
west at 06:30 hours MST on 29-12-2006.

Bay inference: Weather isgenerally fair inthe
North Bay and partly cloudy in the Andaman Seaand
elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 30-12-2006:
Weather will be partly cloudy in Kachin State and
Taninthayi Division and generally fair intheremain-
ing States and Divisions.

State of the sea: Seaswill be dlight to moderate
in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days. Generally
fair weather in the whole country.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 30-12-2006: Fair weather.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouringar eas
for 30-12-2006: Fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areasfor 30-12-2006: Fair weather.

Weather outlook for first weekend of Janu-
ary 2007: During the coming weekend, weather will
begenerally fairin Nay Pyi Taw, Y angon and Manda
lay Divisions.

*R 489

Published by the News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of Information, Union of Myanmar. Edlted and printed at The New Light of Myanmar Press,
No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones. Editors392308, Manager 392226, Cir culation 392304, Advertisement 392223,
Accounts 392224, Administration 392225, Production/Press 297028

30-12-06NL 15

12/30/06, 3:26 AM



30-12-06NL

12th Waxing of Pyatho 1368 ME

“NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Saturday, 30 December, 2006

* StabllltyoftheState communltypeace
andtranquillity, prevalenceof law and
order

* National reconsolidation N

* Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developed «
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

development of other sectorsof the economy aswell
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from

sour cesinside the country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Development of agriculture as the base and all-round

* Upllft of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

X

Desire of all the peopleis peace and stability
and progress of the State by upholding
‘Our Three Main National Causes

National Convention plenary session continues

7

Y ANGON, 29 Dec — The Plenary Session of
the National Convention continued at  Pyidaungsu
Hall of Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Town-
ship, Yangon Division, at 11.15 am today.

(See page 9)

Throughout the process of
the National Convention, the ddl-
egates, who arethe national races
of all the states and divisions,
have frankly presented proper
and sound suggestionsin view of
the interest of the nation and the
people, while dealing each other

Jike close relatives.

J

Secretary of NCCC Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan clarifies matters on management.—mNA

T o=

| —1
NCCWC Chairman, Chief Justice U Aung Toe
clarifiesmatterson National Convention.—mnNA

Proposals of Delegate Group of State
Ser vice Personnel and Delegate Group of
Other I nvited Per sons presented

YANGON, 29 Dec — Delegates presented pro-
posals of Delegate Group of State Service Personnel
and Delegate Group of Other Invited Persons on
laying down detailed basic principles for Chapters
“Amendment of the Constitution”, “ State Flag, State
Seal, National Anthem and the Capital”, “ Transitory
Provisions’ and “General Provisions’ in drafting the
State Constitution at the Plenary Session of the Na-
tional Convention which continued at Pyidaungsu
Hall of Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Town-
ship, Yangon Division, at 9 am today.

Present on the occasion were Chairman of the
National Convention Convening Commission Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council
Lt-Gen Thein Sein and Commission members, Chair-
man of the National Convention Convening Work
Committee Chief Justice U Aung Toe and Work
Committee members, Chairman of the National Con-

16

vention Convening Management Committee Audi-
tor-General Mgj-Gen Lun Maung and Management
Committee members, chairmen and officials of sub-

committees, delegates of political parties National
Unity Party, Union Pa-O National Organization,
(See page 11)

f N
[ HaiLing THE 59TH ANNIVERSARY INDEPENDENCE DAY ]

;

The Union of
Myanmar ismade up of
seven States and seven
Divisions. Over 100 na-
tional races have been
living in the country
since ancient times

through thick and thin.
PaGE 6

(

PoEM CARTOON

Independenceis

* |Independenceis
What’s not quite ap-
parent when we have
it
But too apparent
when don’t

Soe Mok (PATHEIN) (TRs.)

PaGe 7

You will know from a
glance at what’s happen-
inginvariousnationsthat
calamitiesthe...
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