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~ Four economic objectives = :
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round « Uplift of the morale and morality of
and tranquillity, prevalenceof law and development of other sectorsof the.economy aswell the entire nation
order * Prgper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-
* National reconsolidation . ysem N o rity and preservation and safeguard-
* Emergence of a new enduring State Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments from character
* Building of a new modern developed | sourcesinsidethe country and abroad * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept * Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in thehands of the State and the national peoples standards of the entire nation
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mand Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win unveils the signboard of Phaunggyi East Sanpya Village in Hlegu Township.—mna

Y anGon, 25 Dec — Chairman of Yangon Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of
Y angon Command Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win attended
the opening ceremony of Phaunggyi East Sanpya
VillageinHlegu Township, Y angon North District, on
24 December.

The commander formally unveiled the signboard of
thevillage.

Chairperson of Y angon Division Maternal and Child
Welfare Supervisory Committee Daw Mar Mar Wai
formally opened the delivery room of Mingon Sanpya
Village MCWA. The commander and hiswife visited

the delivery room.
Next, Chairperson Daw Mar Mar Wai formally
opened the archway of the Sanpya Village.

The commander aso attended the opening of
Phaunggyi East Sanpya Village Tract Peace and De-
velopment Council Office and library.

The commander and wife presented 435 books
of various kinds donated by Information and Pub-
lic Relations Department and K 10,000 each for the
library donated by Hlegu Township Peace and
Development Council and Central Instituteof Civil
Service to the library in-charge. They visited veg-

etable plantation.

A ceremony to submit membership applications of
MCWA was held in the village basic education pri-
mary school. Chairman of Hlegu Township Peaceand
Development Council U PhoneMyat Thu reported on
establishment of Sanpya village. The commander
spoke on the occasion.

Chairperson Daw Mar Mar Wai accepted the mem-
bership applicationsand presented K 100,000 eachfor
MCWASsin Hlegu, Hmawby, Taikkyi, Htantabin and
Shwepyitha Townships.

MNA

INSIDE

*  Agricultureisalargeproduction sector of theStateaswell

asthelivelihood of farmersand rural people.

*  Therefore, the government is taking all the necessary 24-12-2006
measures for the development of the agriculture sector. Namhsan 0°C)
Pace 2 PERSPECTIVES ) | Pinlaung (3°C))
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temperatures on

Emergence of the State Congtitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Greening of Meiktila
Plain

Agricultureisalargeproduction sec-

tor of the State as well as the livelihood of
farmers and rural people. Therefore, the

government istakingall thenecessary meas-
uresfor the development of the agriculture
Sector.

At present, tasks for the greening of
MeiktilaPlain and supply of water for irriga-
tion are being carried out. Chaunggauk,
Lunngin, L etkhokpin and Nyaunggon Dams
and canalsarebeing built to supply water to
Meiktila Lake.

In the meantime, Kengkham and
Zawgyi multi-purpose dam project in
Yaksawk Township, Shan State (South),
Myogyi multi-purpose dam project in
Ywangan Township and Shanmange
(Mondaing supporting dam) dam project in
Meiktila Township are being implemented
to feed morewater to Meiktila Lake.

On completion, the projects will be
abletosupply water for agricultural pur pose
thereby contributing much to improvement
of socio-economiclifeof local peopleby means
of extended cultivation of crops.

As the projects being implemented
for the greening of Meiktila Plain and sur-
rounding areas will benefit the local people
all themor e, departmental officialsand local
authoritiesareto strivetogether with farm-

ersfor successful realization of the project.

PERSPECTIVES

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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Commander Brlg -Gen HIa Htay Win wstts summer paddy plantatlbn in
Taikkyi Township. — mna

Y ANGON, 25 Dec — Chairman of Y angon Divi-
sion Peace and Devel opment Council Commander of
Y angon Command Brig-Gen HlaHtay Wininspected
Aikalaung River Water Pumping Project in Taikkyi
Township on 22 December and called on officials
concerned to seek means and ways to achieve the
project’s target supply of irrigation water in the
region.

Efforts are to be made for the project’ sall-year-
round supply of irrigation water which is the key to
greening the 30-mile radius of Yangon, the com-
mander said at themeeting with official sof theproject.

Heal sourged official sconcernedto makeprepa-
rations for the rainfed cultivation of paddy in the
region after the summer paddy cultivation and to
encourage local farmers to use natural fertilizer on a
large scale.

So far, 10,585 acres of crops including 4,323
acres of sunflower have been cultivated in Taikkyi
Township and 4,528 acres of sunflower in Yangon
North District.

At the briefing hall of Aikalaung River Water
Pumping Project, responsible officials reported to
Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win on facts of the
project, supply of irrigation water and future tasks of

the project, agriculture, transportation and develop-
ment tasksin the region.

On hisinspectiontour, thecommander inspected
theirrigation of the project and the 1,500 acres model
cultivation of sunflower near ChaungthongwaVillage
in the township.

Before the inspection tour of the river water
pumping project, Commander Brig-GenHlaHtay Win
went to Taikkyi Station on 22 December morning and
visited the farm of the station where over 30,000
physic nut plants and pepper are cultivated.

During his tour, the commander also inspected
the renovation of the Basic Education High School in
Taikkyi and gave instructions.

Intheafternoon, Y angon Command Commander
Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win proceeded to Aphyauk and
inspected preparations for the prevention of erosion,
and construction of embankment.

At Aphyauk Township Electrical Engineer's
Office, the commander heard reports of supply of
electricity to the town and called for improvement of
the power supply system.

During the inspection tour, he provided assist-
ancetofarmerstomakenatural fertilizer andinspected
onion cultivation. — MNA
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Gunkul Dhumrong Piyawnt and family of
Gunkul Engineering Co Ltd donate K 200,000
to Hininzigon Home for the Aged through an

executive of the Home recently. —H
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Winners of education aid
project competitions
awar ded

Y ANGoN, 25 Dec— Winnersof the 3rd education
aid project competitionswereawarded at theMyanmar
Info-Tech Building in University of Hline Campus
here today.

U Aung Myint of Vice-President of e-National
Task Force delivered an address at the presentation
ceremony.

The competitions was organized by Myanmar
Computer Federation, Myanmar Computer Scientist
Association and Myanmar Computer Industry Asso-
ciation.

U Aung Myint and responsible personnel pre-
sented awards to the winners.

Onbehalf of winners, Daw YinYin Nwe of Education
College spoke words of thanks. — MNA

MCEA

U Thaung Tin, Chairman of Myanmar Compu-
ter Scientist Association, presents award to two
winners of school website category. — NLM
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Cuban Assembly ends session
denouncing US position

HavaNa, 24 Dec—The Cuban National Assembly closed its year-ending

session here on Friday denouncing US positions that are traditionally against the ||

Cuban Revolution, the news agency Prensa Latina reported.
The one-day session was closed by Ricardo Alarcon, president of Cubas

National Assembly, who denounced in his speech the “historical interest of the |

United States in destroying the Cuban revolution”.
The eight-hour assembly session reviewed Cuba's economic and social
achievements in 2006, and approved the 2007 budget law.
According to Minister of Economy Jose Luis Rodriguez, Cuba's economy
would increase by 12.5 per cent in 2006, the fastest growth in Latin America.
Earlier, the assembly’s 10 commissions met to prepare the session’s agenda,
covering topics of housing and Cuba-United States relations.
Cuban leader Fidel Castrowho hasnot been seenin public for four monthsafter
undergoing intestinal surgery, did not show up at the assembly.
Cuban National Assembly usually meets twice a year, but has extraordinary
meetings sometimes, called by assembly president or the state's council.
MNA/Xinhua
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Revellers dance on Havana’'s Revolution Sq
Celebrationsin Cuba have begun for the 48th anniversary of the Triumph of
the Revolution and to mark the end of the year. —INTERNET

uare on 23 Dec, 2006.

WASHINGTON, 24 Dec
—Three key US
congressional budget
officials are urging US
President George W Bush
to rein in the rocketing
war spending.

In a letter to Bush
which is made public
Friday, senators Judd
Gregg and Kent Conrad,
and congressman John
Spratt, said using supple-
mental budgets to cover
most of the costs of
military operations “has
skewed deficit projec-
tions, minimized the
rational tradeoffs in the
budget and obscured

Sandsculptor ChristinaMijagivesafinishingtouchto
on asculptureof Australian cricketer ShaneWarneat
RyeBeach, Victoriaon 24 Dec, 2006 in celebration of
Warne's 700th international test wicket. —INTERNET

oversight of war costs”.

They made it clear to
the President that they
want the 2008 defence
budget to include the full
costs of continuing the
wars in lraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Gregg is the current
chairman of the Senate
Budget Committee and
Conrad will replace him
in January.

Spratt, asenior member
of the House Armed
Services Committee, will
betheHouseBudget Com-
mittee chairman in
January.

The fact that the three

lawmakers agree about
how to budget for
continuing operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan isa
signof bipartisanconcerns
that the over 300 billion
US dollars aready spent
on the wars through
supplemental budgets is
not something Congress
wants to continue.

Another reason for

US lawmaker s want Bush to

control war spending

concern about using
supplemental rather than
regular budgetsisthat the
Pentagonprovidesfarless
detail about how the
money will be spent than
it does about regular
defence budgets and has
more flexibility to divert
the money to other
purposes.

MNA/Xinhua

Australia pondersclimate future

SypNEY, 24 Dec—Parts
of Australiaareinthegrip
of the worst drought in
memory. Rainfalinmany
eastern and southern re-
gions has been at near

recordlows. Ontopof that,
the weather has been
exceptionally warm.
Theparched conditions
havesparkedanemotional

warming. Conserva-
tionistsinsistthe“bigdry”
is almost certainly the
result of climate change
and warnthat Australiais
on the brink of environ-

mental disaster.

Other experts believe
such hysteria is wildly
misplaced and that the
country shouldn't panic.

Internet

A

Indian tennis player Sania Mirza smilesas sheis
felicitated with a traditional Turban at a function
in Hyderabad, I ndia, on 24 Dec, 2006.
INTERNET

debate about global

First-aid helicopter crashes
iIn Romania, injuresone

BucHAREsT, 24Dec—A
first-aid helicopter crashed
Saturday afternoon in the
Bistrita-Nasaud County in
northernRomania, injuring
the assistant pilot, the

Rompres news agency
reported. Three others
aboard—adoctor, anurse,
and the pilot — survived
unharmed when the
helicopter, whichbelonged

An express electric train heading to the Sentosa
island resort passes the container portin
Singapore recently.

INTERNET
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toamobilefirst-aid centre,
crashedat 13:30local time
on arescue mission.

The Interior Ministry
hasordered rescue efforts
but has not located the
exact site of the crash, as
thesurvivorsonly saidthat
they were surrounded by
trees.

MNA/Xinhua
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| ran denounces UN resolution

TEHERAN, 24 Dec—
Iran on Saturday con-
demned a UN Security
Council resolutiononIran
as an illegal measure,
Iran’'s state television
reported.

Iran considersthe new
UN Security Council
resolution as “an illega
measuretaken outsidethe
framework of itsduty and
against the UN Charter,”
Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Mohammad-Ali

asil

Hosseini said in a
statement.
Thenew resolutionwill

not stop Iran's nuclear
progress and it will push
ahead with its peaceful
nuclear programmes, he
said, adding that Iran
would carry out its plan
to install 3,000 uranium
enrichment centrifuges.
Iranwill work to“make
operational the 3,000
centrifuges in Natanz as
a continuation of its

egal

peaceful nuclear activi-
ties’, he said.

The UN Security
Council voted unani-
mously on Saturday to
passa resolutionimposing
sanctionsagainstIranover
its controversial nuclear
activities.

Theresolution deman-
ded that Iran “suspend all
enrichment-related and
reprocessing activities,
including research and
development,” and “work

Iranian President
Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad
deliversa speech in
Teheran on 24 Dec,
2006. He dismisses
the newly-adopted
UN Security Council
resolution that
imposes sanctions
on Teheran asa
piece of “trash
paper.” — XINHUA

onall heavy water-related
projects’.

It also called on all
countriesto impose aban
ontradewithIraningoods
related to its nuclear
programmes and ballistic
missile delivery systems.

Ordinary Iranians
showed mixed feelings
towardtheresolution, with
some considering it as
“wagingawar” andothers
shruggingitoff asnothing
Sserious.

“Thisislikewaging a
war against a nation
which wants to be in-
dependent and make
progress,” said Ali Kaze-
mi, who runs asmall car
repair shop in Teheran's
centra Imam Khomeini
Avenue.

“Qur officials should
not tolerate such a
humiliation,” he added.

MNA/Xinhua

TheKing's Troop Royal Horse Artillery exercise
on Oxford street in London on Christmas Eve
with some membersin festive clothing
on 24 Dec, 2006.— INTERNET

Czech
astronomers
discover Perseus
star outburst

PrAaGUE, 24 Dec—
Czech astronomers have
discovered a star outburst
in the Perseus constel-
lation, three quarters of a
year earlier than expected,
the Astronomical Ingtitute
of the Czech Academy of
Sciences said on Friday.

The astronomers
found that the brightness
of the star fluctuates in
intervals of minutes to
hours, Petr Sobotkafrom
the institute said.

The star designated as
GK Per outburstsoncein
threeyears, but the exact
moment cannot be pre-
dicted, Sobotka noted.

MNA/Xinhua

lraqgi police deaths hit

BAGHDAD, 24 Dec—
Some 12,000 police
officersin Irag have died
in the line of duty since
the US-led invasion in
2003, Interior Minister
Jawad Bolani said.

The figure is from a
total force of about
190,000 officers, he said.

The announcement

26-12-06NL

(" Ballet dancer Maria |
Laura Matienzo of the|
Ballet Concierto dance

company performs
during a scene of ‘El
Quijote’ at the
municipal auditorium
in Roguetas de Mar,
southern Spain, on 23
Dec, 2006. —I NTERNET

12,000

follows a suicide bomb
attack that killed seven
policemen and wounded
20othersduringamorning
parade at a base north of
Baghdad.

Correspondents say
despite the risks, young
Iragi men see the security
forces as one of the few
sources of work.

The Interior Minister
said 12,000 policeofficers
have been killed since
March 2003 — onedeath
for every 16 officers.

Irag’'s police are a
frequent target for attacks,
and are widely thought to

have been infiltrated by
insurgents.

Sunday’ ssuicidebom-
bing happened at apolice
parade ground in Mug-
dadiya, about 90km (56
miles) north-east of
Baghdad.

Thebomberisreported
to have detonated his
explosive vest as the
officerswere assembling.

Escalating violence in
Iragq has prompted the US
to re-examineits military
policy in the country.

Internet

Firein Moscow yacht club
killsone

Moscow, 24 Dec— A
fire that broke out in a
yacht club in the M oscow
region on Friday evening
killed one person, the
regional Emergency Si-
tuations Ministry de-
partment saidon Saturday.

A six-deck motor ship
that was remade for an
entertainment centrefully
burnt out. Onepersondied
in the fire. His body was
found near theplacewhere
therewasarestaurant, the
ITAR-TASS news agency
reported.

A total of 350 people
havebeenevacuated from

the yacht club Admira
which located on the
Klyazma water reservoir
inthe Moscow region, the
emergencies department
said. Several banquets
were held in the club to
celebrate the coming
New Year when the fire
broke out.

According to certain
information, the con-
flagration could havebeen
caused by fireworks.
However, specialists of a
fire test laboratory will
establish the exact cause
of thefire.

MNA/Xinhua
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A police officer, left,
directsthecars
driving through a
flooded road leading
to Pagoh, southern
state of Johor,
Malaysia, on 24 Dec,
2006.

INTERNET
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Russia confident about
state security against missiles

Moscow, 24 Dec —
Russia is cam about US
plans to set up a missile
defencesysteminEurope,
Defence Minister Sergei
Ivanov said on Friday.

“The implementation
of these plans will not
affect our security in any
way, as the Russian
missile system, Topol-M,
couldsafely overcomeany
missile defence system,”
Ivanov said at theopening

of a radar station in the
Leningrad region, the
ITAR-TASS news agency
reported.

“At the sametime, we
simply do not see any
political, still lessmilitary,
sense of it,” lvanov said.

“| want to assure you
that neither Iran nor the
North Korea have
intercontinental ballistic
missiles, nor are they
expected to,” he said.

Ivanov saidaEuropean
missile defence system
would be used against
intercontinental ballistic
and not medium-range
missiles. He stressed that
medium-range missile
could not possibly reach
Europe from Iran.

Ivanov said there was
“no sense” in expanding
the missile defence to
Eastern Europe.

The United States
sought to expand its
missile defence system
into Europe after North
Korea test-fired long-
range missiles.

In 1999, Washington
proposed the missile
defence system known as
NMD (National Missile
Defence), which aimedto
developadefencenetwork
against short and long-
range missiles.

MNA/Xinhua
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A little girl writes her wish on a piece of paper hung up on the ‘make-wish
wall’ besides 1912 square in Nanjing,capital of west China’'s Jiangsu
Province, on 23 Dec,2006. Local citizens hung up the wish cards on the wall
to hail the upcoming Christmas and new year. —XINHUA

BAaNGkoOK, 24 Dec—
Strong waves as high as
four metres continued
to hit southern coastal
provinces along the
Gulf of Thailand
Saturday, scattering and

Theice sculpturesin Harbin, capital of northeast
China’s Heilongjiang Province, prior to the
official launch of the annual ice and snow festival

on 23 Dec, 2006. Over

2,000 pieces of ice and

snow sculptures are displayed at the festival that
boasts the largest of itskind in the world.
XINHUA

A man dressed as Santa
Claus plays with Coati
bear Diego at the zoo,

on 22 Dec, 2006 in
Hanover, northern
Germany. Asa
Christmas gift for the
bear, Santa Claus has
hidden a grape
underneath one of the
hats.—XINHUA

26-12-06NL

Possible sighting of missing US
mountain climbersin Sichuan

CHENGDU, 24 Dec—A
possible sighting of two
missing US mountain
climbers was reported in
southwest China’'s Si-
chuan Province on

Friday.
Yue Penggui, an
employeeof theChengdu

branch of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences,
told Xinhua Friday that

he saw two foreigners, a
man and awoman, on 10
December on the Gazi
Mountain highway in
the Ganzi Tibetan Auto-
nomous Prefecture,

Sichuan.

Y ue, who saw pictures
of the missing climbers
in Thursday’s news-
papers, believes they
were Charlie Fowler, 52,
a well-known climber,
guide and photographer,
and ChristineBoskoff, 39,
a highly experienced
female climber.

Yuesaid “theforeign
man looked like an actor
in an American film
that | watched recently,
so | remembered his
face.”

He added that he was

| sure about the date since

9 December was his
wife's birthday.

MNA/Xinhua

sinking small fishing
boats and |eaving many
villagers homeless, a
Thai News Agency
report said.

In Surat Thani
Province, a seven-
kilometre stretch of the
Sai Kaew beach, a
popular  destination
among foreign tourists,
was swept by waves
Friday, wiping out 30
fishermen’s homes and
two restaurants. Three
fishing boats were
destroyed and even coral
reefs were damaged.

In Songkhla
Province, villagers living
along the seashore
prepared to evacuate as

High waves hit
Thal southern coast

high waves continued to
lash the coast. A number
of houses were destroyed
and the wesather service
warned of continuing
strong waves in the Gulf
for one or two more days,
the report said.

Thailand’s National
Disaster Warning Centre
chief Smith Tumsaroch
said that the high waves
were triggered by a cool
air mass moving south
from China, and that they
were likely to continue
until early January.

The hardest hit
provinces are expected to
be those along the
southern coast.

MNA/Xinhua

Nigeriato construct

$2.4b power plant

Lacos, 24 Dec—The Nigerian Government has
commissioned the construction of apower plant of 2.4
billion USdollarsto boost power supplies, theofficial
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reported on Friday.

Sylvester Monye, executivesecretary of theNational
Planning Commission (NPC), was quoted by NAN as
saying that the power plant would beoneof thebiggest

in the world.

Monye said the plant would be “completed and
installed in two years’, adding that seven others were
also being built across the country.

Nigeria's current power facilities had decayed, he
said, adding that there was a need for a new power

supply system.

The NPC boss regretted that in spite of huge sums
of money spent on the improvement of Nigeria's
power facilities, power supply had notimprovedinthe
country substantially as expected.

8/2/18, 10:54 PM

MNA/Xinhua
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Russia expectstojoin WTO

next year

Moscow, 24 Dec — Russia may complete all required procedures for
accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and join the trade body
next year, Economic Development and Trade Minister German Gref said on

Saturday.

“Nine-tenthsof thework
to secure admission to the
World Trade Organization
has been accomplished,”
Gref saidinaninterviewon
Russia’'s Vesti news
channel. “We have signed
an unprecedented number
of bilateral protocols, more
than any other country that
has ever joined the WTO.
There are three countries

such protocols have not

been signed with
technicaly a the officia
level,” Gref said.

“As for Georgia, the
Georgian leadership a a
certainpointdeclareditwas
revokingitssignaturefrom
the protocol. That's

nonsense. And | amhoping
that we shal finalize the
positionat negotiationswith

Moldova,” Gref said.
Russia — the largest
economy dtill outside the
GenevarbasedWTO—has
been negotiating for
membership since 1993.
The US ded signed last
monthclearedthelastmgjor
hurdle to Moscow’s
longtime bid to join the
world trade body.
MNA/Xinhua
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Possible customers stop by a shop specializing in marine products like salted
roe of salmon and cod, and crab at Ameyoko shopping areain Tokyo
on 24 Dec , 2006.—INTERNET
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European nations aswell as Australia and Thailand fly in the late

afternoon breeze along Patong Beach on 24 Dec, 2006, in Phuket, Thailand.
Tourists have returned to Thailand' s beachesin droves two years after a
massive tsunami struck the area on 26 Dec, 2004.—INTERNET

Indian Oil Corporation resumes
petrol supply to Nepal

KATHMANDU, 24 Dec — Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) hasresumed nor mal
supply of petroleum products to Nepal, newspaper The Kathmandu Post

reported on Saturday.
“Indiahassaiditwould
not curtail supply and
would issue us with the
quantity we demand,”
Commerce Minister
Hridayesh Tripathy was
quoted as saying. “We
talked with all the Indian
officials concerned, and
have started receiving
normal supply from
Friday,” he said.

The sole Indian
supplier was curtailing
supply by 20 per cent
every monthsincethelast

three months, according
to the daily. It sparked
a petrol shortage in
the Nepali capital
Kathmandu Valley on
Friday.

“Worse, petrol stock at
Thankot depot has
touched the lowest
possible level and we
cannot pump out further
fuel in the market from
the depot from Friday,”
Managing Director of
Nepal Oil Corporation
(NOC) Bishwa Nath

Goyal told reporters.

“Indiahaslowered the
supply, urging NOC to
pay outstanding duesthat
currently stands over 9
billionNepali rupees(128
million US dollars),” he
said.

The impact of short
supply was first visible
Thursday afternoon in
the valley. It went on to
build a long queue of
consumersat major petrol
pumps by the evening.

MNA/Xinhua

Vietnamese Govt takes urgent
anti-bird flu measures

Hanol, 24 Dec— The
Vietnamese Government
has required relevant
ministries, sectors and
localities nationwide to
take drastic measures to
battleand prevent bird flu
outbreaks among fowls
and humans, local
newspaper Youthreported
on Saturday.

Vietnamese Prime
Minister Nguyen Tan
Dung on 22 December
requested them to
intensify surveillance of
fowl farms to early spot
new outbreaks, cull al
affected poultry, disinfect
and detoxificate affected
farms to stamp out the
disease.

He also asked relevant
agencies to implement
vaccination for al fowls
in high-risk areas, and
tighten control  of

26-12-06NL

transport, trade and
slaughtering of poultry
and related products.
Cases of illegal import of
fowlsandrelated products
must be strictly punished.

The government
criticized thetwo southern

provincesof Bac Lieuand
CaMau for their failureto
timely detectandreportthe
recurrence of bird flu, and
askedthemtocompletethe
culling of all affected
poultry on 23 December.
MNA/Xinhua

Two British tourists attacked
on Table Mountain, SAfrica

JOHANNESBURG, 24 Dec — Two British touristswererobbed and stabbed on
Table Mountain on Friday afternoon, according to South African policein

Western Cape Province.

Two men armed with
knivesorderedthecouple,
both aged 55, to hand over
their belongings, said
spokeswoman | nspector

Bernadine Steyn.

A struggleoccurredand
themanwasstabbedtwice
in the back, the woman
oncein the shoulder. The
attackersfled onfoot with
their passports, bank
cards, adigital cameraand
cash.

South African Press
Association reported that
the couple was airlifted
off the mountain and
taken to alocal hospital.

They were in a stable
condition.

“Shortly after the
incident one of the
suspects was arrested in
Rondebosch,” said Steyn.

Loca daily the Star
reported on Friday that
couplesandsinglepeople
would not be alowed to
visit TableMountainafter
10 pm local time (2000
GMT) during the festive
season.

Marriette du Toit,

Rescue workers wal k\
between cars after a pile
upinvolvingfiftyvehicles
on theFrench motorway
in the direction of
Bordeaux to Bayonne,
south-western Franceon

23Dec, 2006.— INTERNET
J

8/2/18, 10:54 PM

genera manager of Cape
Town Tourism, said: “It
was in the best interest of
those visiting Table
Mountain that the decision
to close the roads to
individualsand coupleswas
made.”

MNA/Xinhua
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Commander Brig-

Gen Hla Htay Win
formally opens
library of Phaunggyi
(East) Model Village
in Hlegu Township. F g
(News on Page-1)

MNA
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Chairperson of
Yangon Division
Supervisory
Committee for
Maternal and Child
Welfare Association
Daw Mar Mar Wai
formally opensthe
delivery room of
Mingon Model
Villagein Hlegu
Township.
(News on Page-1) )

District News

Cropsin Dagon
(Seikkan), (North)
sprayed with pesticide

MINA

Minister for Electric Power
No 2 meets Chinese guests

NAvy Pvi Taw, 25 Dec— Minister for Electric
Power No2Maj-GenKhinMaungMyint met General
Manager Mr Zhang Y u and party of China Metallur
Gical Group Corporation (Mcc) at hisoffice, here, on
20 December.

Also present were Director-General Dr Thein
Tun Department of Electric Power, Managing Director
Dr San Oo of Myanma Electric Power Enterprise,
Managing Director U Tin Aung of Electric Power
Supply Enterprise and officials.

MNA

Hotelsand Tourism Minister
inspects hotelsin Mandalay/

NAY Py Taw, 25 Dec— Minister for Hotelsand
Tourism Maj-Gen Soe Naing inspected Innwa Hotel
in Mandalay on 23 December.

He inspected internal and external decorations,
service of the hotel staff and accommodation for the
guests and fulfilled the requirements.

Next, the minister met with the staff under the
Ministry. The minister told them to be loyal to the
State and to work hard. In the afternoon, the minister
inspected Y upaMandalar Hotel, Mandal ay City Hotel
and Sein Sein Hotel. — MNA

Final match of 42nd M PF DG's Shield
football tour nament held

Nay Pyi Taw, 25 Dec
— The fina match of the
42nd Myanmar Police
Force Director-Genera’s
Shield football tourna-
ment took place in
Paunglaung sport ground
in Pyinmana on 21
December evening. In the
match Mandalay Division
PoliceForcebeat Magway
DivisionPoliceForce 2-1.

Mandalay Division
PoliceForcewasawarded
K 300,000 and Magway
Division Police Force K
200,000. Cash awards
wereal so presented to the

players.

L

MNA
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Police Bng-en SoeWin Myin praenieldto Mandalay ivision Team
which winsthe championship of Myanmar Police Force Director-General’s
Shield football tournament. — mMnA

' Officials of Yanon Division Agricultural
Serviceinspect crops cultivation during
their field trip. — KyEmon

Y anGoN, 25 Dec — Crops in Dagon Myothit
(Seikkan) and Dagon (South) Townships were
sprayed with pesticides on 14 December.

A group comprising farmers and officials of
Y angon Division Agricultural Servicewent onfield
trip to the two townships and detected the fields.

During their trip, the group sprayed pesticide
on the 15-acre of peas in a day and distributed
pesticidestofarmersto prevent thediseaseand pests.

Officials concerned have taken preventive
measures against danger of pests and insects which
destroy cropsand di sseminated knowledgeon danger

of pests.

Kyemon

Thabeikkyin DAD looksinto
water supply tasks

Officials of Thabeikkyin Townshi DAD
inspect water supply facilityin award in
Thabeikkyin Township. — KYEmMON

THABEIKKYIN, 25 Dec — Officials of
Thabeikkyin Township Development Affairs
Department inspected thesupply of water towardsin
Thabeikkyin on 28 November.

Water supply tasksto thetownship arefunded
by the township DAD. On the inspection tour,
Executive of the township DAD U George Myo
Myint and officialslooked into the supply and use of
water at grass-roots level.

Thabeikkyin Township DAD supplies water
to the township through the river water pumping
system.

L Kyemon )

8/2/18, 10:54 PM
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' YMCA holds Christmas Service plus dinner

Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win speaks at Christmas Service of YMCA.
MNA

Yancon, 25 Dec—The Christmas Service
conducted by Young Men's Christian Association
(YMCA) was held in conjunction with adinner at the
M-3 Food Centre in Bahan Township here at 5:30 pm
today.

Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Commander of Yangon
Command Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win attended the
ceremony and extended greetings on the occasion.

It was also attended by Minister for Religious
AffairsBrig-Gen ThuraMyint Maung, Deputy Minister
Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko, Director-General of the
Religious Affairs Department U Myo Kyaw, Pro-

Rector (Admin) of the International Theravada
Buddhist Missionary University Dr Myint Kyi and
officials, representativesof variousreligiousand social
organizations, the Chairman of Y MCA and members,
guests and others.

Chairman of YMCA Dr U Tin Hlamade an
introductory speech. Next, Commander Brig-Gen
HlaHtay Winextended greetings. After that, Minister
Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung spoke. This was
followed by Christmas Service including saying
prayers. Later, adinner washosted tothose present on
the occasion.

MNA

State Ovadacariya Sayadaw
passes away

YanGon,25 Dec— Member of the State
Ovadacariya, Presiding Nayaka Sayadaw of Maha
VithutaryarmikaShwepaukpin M onastery, Pakokku
Township, Magway Division, Aggamaha Pandita
Bhaddanta Vepullasami aged 90, Vasa 70, passed
away at noon on 24 December(Sunday), said the
Religious Affairs Department. — MNA

Vice-Mayor inspectsregional
development work in Dalla

Deputy Minister
Thura U Thaung
Lwin visits the booth
on machinery parts.

Y ANGON, 24 Dec
— Yangon Division In-
Charge CEC Member of
the Union Solidarity and
Development Association
Vice-Mayor Col Maung
Pa and responsible
personnel arrived at
Byammawadykwin
Monastery in Myoma
3 Ward, Dalla Township,
Yangon South District
yesterday. Thevice-mayor
and party paid homage to
Township Sangha Maha
Nayaka  Committee
ChairmanBhaddantaTeja
and offered alms to
Sayadaw and members of
the Sangha.

Atthemonastery,
the vice-mayor met with
members of social
organizations and
townselders and held
discussions on regional
development tasks and
attended to the needs.

Next, Yangon
DivisionActing Secretary
U Aung Myint presented
K 100,000 contributed by
Yangon Division USDA
throughchairmanof Dalla

Aung to be spent on
education activitiesof No
2 Basic Education High
School. Afterwards, the
vice-chairman and party
viewed the procession of
communal novitiation
ceremony No 2 BEHS.
Upon arrival at Dalla
Township 25-bed
hospital, the vice-mayor
and party inspected the
ward for the Sangha, out-
patient ward, medical
store, operation theatre
ward and delivery room.

Next, the vice-

(B ——

mayor and party inspected

new concrete bridge
linking Pyawbwegyi
village and Shwehlay
village. Afterwards, they
paid homage to Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Ketu of
Aungzabyushwe Mo-
nastery, met with
townelders and held
discussions on regional
development tasks and
inspected  operation
theatre, medical storeand
patient  wards in
Pyawbwegyi Station
Hospital and presented
cash assistance to the

RAILWAYS

Deputy Minister meets
experts

Y AnGon, 24 Dec — Deputy Minister for Rail
Transportation Thura U Thaung Lwin met with the
Deputy General Manager and officials, experts of
State-owned factories and workshops and the
Technological University and entrepreneurs at the
meeting hall of Insein Locomotive Shed on 22
December.

The deputy general manager of the shed gave
detailed explanationson functionsof motor, generator
and alternator and invited those present to make
discussion on major maintenance and production.

Next, the experts and entrepreneurs
participated in discussions. The deputy minister gave
necessary instructions.

On 23 December morning, the deputy
minister met with members of management
committee of Industrial Zone No 2 and No 3 in
Dagon Myothit (South) and inspected factories and
workshops.

Later, the deputy minister attended the
fourth coordination meeting of production of iron
and steel development subcommittee held at Insein
L ocomotive Shed.

MNA

patients. — MNA

Vice-Mayor Col M éUng Pa inspects concrete bridge across Shwehlay

8th MOC’s Sepak Takraw
Championship opens

Y aNGON, 24 Dec—The8th Myanmar Olympic
Committee's Trophy Sepak Takraw Championship
for 2006 kicked off yesterday at theindoor stadium of
Y outh Traning Camp (Thuwunna) here.

Director-General U Thung Hteik of Sports
and Physical Education Department delivered an
addressand opened the competition which will end on
31 December.

At the opening ceremony, the athletes of
Myanmar Sepak Takraw Federation entertained the
audience with their skill demonstration.

Thereis no entrance fee to the competitions.

Township PDC U Myint ‘ Creek in Dalla Township. — MNA

MNA
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Seventh Day Adventist Church
celebrates Christmas

( \

60th Anniversary Union Day

Objectives

— For all national races to safeguard the
national policy — non-disintegration of
theUnion, non-disintegr ation of national
solidarity and perpetuation of sover-
eignty;

For all the national racesto keep Union
Spirit ever aliveand dynamicamongthe
national people;

For all the national racesto defend and
safeguard the Union for its perpetual
existence;

For all the national races to prevent,
through national solidarity, the danger
of internal and external destructive ele-
ments under mining peace and stability
of the State and national development;
and

For all national racesto make concerted
effortsfor successful implementation of
the seven-step Road Map.

Religious Affairs Minister Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung speaks at Christmas Celebration of
Seventh Day Adventist Church. — mna

Y anGoN, 25 Dec — Christmas celebration of | Day Adventist Church extended greetings at the
Seventh Day Adventist Church was held today at the | celebration.
church in Dagon Township. Treasurer of Myanmar Seventh Day Adventist
Minister for ReligiousAffairsBrig-GenThura | Church U Nang Do Dal gave Christmaspresentstothe
Myint Maung and Rev U Mular Kyaw of the Seventh | minister and guests. — MNA

USDA CEC member inspectsregional
development in Bago Division (West)

Y ANGON, 25 Dec—
CEC member of Union
Solidarity and
Development Association
Deputy Minister for
Energy Brig-Gen Than
Htay together with Vice-
Chairman Col Sein Myint
of Bago Division Peace
and Development Council
attend the ceremony to
present the membership
applications of USDA at
the agricultural school in

Thayawady on 22
December.
It wasalso attended

by secretaries, executives,
members of division and
district USDAS, students
and others. The deputy
minister gave an opening
speech on the occasion.

Headmistress Daw
Mya Mya Win presented
221 membership
applicationsto the deputy
minister who presented
cash and kind to the
school.

Next, the deputy
minister accepted 550
membership applications
at Thegon USDA office
and presented cash and a
computer settotheUSDA
office.

On 23 December,
the USDA CEC member
andtheVice-Chairman of
Bago Division Peace and

26-12-06NL

Energy Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Than Htay accepts USDA

& &

membership applications. — ENERGY

Development Council
attend the opening
ceremony of Lawthaw
Creek crossing bridge in
Pyithaya Ward, Pyay.

After that, the
UDSA CEC member and
the Vice-Chairman of
Bago Division Peace and
Development Council
attended the opening
ceremony of apaddy husk-
firedplantinNwachangon
Village-tract, Shwedaung
Township and formally
opened the plant.

Later, the deputy
minister accepted 3,240
membershipapplications.

On 24 December ,
the deputy minister
attendedaceremony tolay

Affiliated Basic Education
Highschool inLetpankwin
Village. — MNA

the corner-stones for a
building of Ariyarama
Monastery held in

Htanthonpin Village,
Myanaung Township.
Hea soattendedthe
opening of anew building
of BEMS in Htanthonpin
Village where he
presented cashtowardsthe
funds of the school.
Next, he met the
departmentadl officialsand
local authorities in Inpin
Village-tract, Myanaung
Township and gave
necessary instructions.
Next, the deputy
minister attended the
ceremony to present the
membership applications
and presented cash for

Siri Sudhamma Manijotadhara U Soe Thein and wife donate cash to
Rehabilitation and Reintegration Working Group of MWAF. — MNA

Myanmar traditional
Htok e-see-toe competition
contests

S 7

Y aNGoN, 25 Dec— Organized by Working group
for rehabilitation and reintegration of Myanmar
Women's AffairsFederationand Myanmar Traditional
Sports Federation, Myanamr traditional Htoke-see-
toe competition was held at Women's Development
Centre here yesterday.

It was attended by Professor Dr Daw Than Nu
Shwe of MWAF, deputy leader of working group for
rehabilitation and reintegration, leaders and members
of sub working groups, wellwisher and others.

After the competition, Siri Sudhamma
Manijotadhara U Soe Thein and wife Daw Khin Cho
Own, Deputy Director of Attorney General Office
donated K 815,000to aresponsiblepersonnel. — MNA

8/2/18, 10:55 PM
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Japan to promote exchanges with
Chinato build bilateral ties

Tokyo, 25 Dec — Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said in a Japan-
China friendship organization paper that Japan would promote exchanges
with Chinain 2007 to build strategic bilateral tiesfor mutual benefit.

Next year marks the
35th anniversary of
normalizationof theJapan-
Chinadiplomaticrelations,
Abe said in a New Year
addresspublished Saturday
in the organ paper of the
Japan-China Friendship
Association.

He noted that efforts
wouldbemadetoboostthe
bilateral relationsto anew
level through activities
surrounding "“the cultura
and sportsexchangeyear”.

"The destination of my
first foreign visit as prime
minister was Ching," Abe
said in the paper named
Japan and China. The
realization of the visit

meansthat "both countries
value the relations and
acknowledgethenecessity
of frank dialogue and
exchanges'.

Abea somentioned his
later meetingwith Chinese
President Hu Jintao in
Hanoi, Vietnam, in which
they reached agreement in
promoting exchanges.
Such dialogues and
exchanges will be a great
helpforfuturerelations, he
said.

Sincethenormalization
of the Japan-China
diplomatictiesin1972,the
two neighbours have
established unprecedented
tiesin economic areasand

personnel exchange, hesaid
in the address.

Over 1,000 high school
studentsfromeither country
visited the other in 2006.
The exchange between the
youths, who carry the
responsihilities for future,
is very important for the
development of bilatera
tiesandhewouldendeavour
tooffersupport, thePremier
added. — MNA/Xinhua

A young Thai girl dressesup for Christmas on Sunday, 24 Dec, 2006
near Patong Beach in Phuket, Thailand.—INTERNET

26-12-06NL

“Night at the Museum” tops box

office over Christmas weekend

Los ANGELES, 25 Dec — Family comedy “Night at
theMuseum" toppedthebox officeintheUnited States
and Canada over the Christmas holiday weekend,
knocking out Rocky Balboaand Will Smith, according
to box office estimates released Sunday.

"Museum," which stars Ben Stiller as a security
guard at New York's Museum of National History
where the displays come to life at night, raked in an
estimated 30.8 milliondollars, said box officetracking
firm Exhibitor Relations Co Inc.

The film marks the second biggest opening for a
Stiller vehicle, after "Meet theFockers', which opened
with 46.1 million dollarsin 2004.Final figuresfor the
Friday-to-Sunday holiday weekend are to be released
Monday, when several movies will debut or go into
wide release across the market, including horror film
"Black Christmas" andthemusical movie" Dreamgirls’.

Last week'swinner, Will Smith-starred" ThePursuit
of Happiness' slipped to the number two spot this
weekend with an estimated 15 million dollars. The
film based on thetrue story of ahomelesssinglefather
who eventually becomes a successful stockbroker has
brought in some 53.3 million dollars since it debuted
last week.— MNA/Xinhua

Agirl posesandreceivesinstructionsfromacoach
during a lesson at a model training course for
children in Beijing on 24 Dec, 2006. About 200
children aged4to 16 aretaking partinthistraining
coursesinceit wasfounded in April. The children
undergo physical training, stagecraft and various
kindsof dancessuch asstepdanceandballetduring
the courses, local media reported.—I NTERNET

Beljing fulfils pre-set “ blue
sky” target ahead of schedule

BEejinG, 25 Dec — This Chinese national capital
announced on Sunday that it had 238 days of good
air quality so far this year, fulfilling the annual
"blue sky" target.

The number of days
withgoodair quality isfour
days more than the same
period last year, according
to Du Shaozhong, deputy
director of the municipa
bureau of environmental
protection.

"In winter, numerous

pollution. By late June, the
daysof fineair quality were
10 days fewer than that in
thesameperiodof lastyear,”
saidDu."Withmoredaysof
finear quality appeared in
July and August, we
eventualy caught up and
even outstripped the pre-set

congructionsitesinBeijing
served asthemainsourceof

planbylateAugust, Dusaid.
MNA/Xinhua

Mild quakejoltsnorthwest India

New DeLHi, 25 Dec — A mild earthquake
measuring 3.7 onRichter Scalerockedthenorthwest
Indian state of Rajasthan early Sunday, New Delhi
TV reported.

Therewereno reports of casualties or damage so
far, said the TV report.

Thequakehitat 4:13amlocal timeand lasted for
nearly 30 seconds. It was felt most intensely in
Sanganer and Mansarovar areas of the state.

It caused panicamonglocal residents, whorushed
out of their houses to open spaces— MNA/Xinhua

10

Shengtian Lake, the
prime source of 900
hectares wetland,
homing 238 speciesof
bird and 52 varieties
of fish, and a major
stopfor somemigrant
. birds and an ideal
winter shelter for
someendangeredwild
animals, maintains
unsoiledthankstothe
local governmental
measuresincludinga
lotus planting project
inthearea.—XINHUA

UNGA approves assessment
scale on UN budget

UniTep NaTions, 25 Dec— TheUN Genera Assembly
adopted by consensus a resolution late Friday night,
leaving in place the main elements of the previous
assessment scale for the following three years.

The current scale of assessments was adopted in
2000, when the Assembly based individual countries
assessmentson their gross national income (GNI), with
adjustmentsfor external debtand|ow per capitaincome.

There were aso minimum and maximum rates —
so-called“floor” and“ ceiling” — of assessment. Oneof
the main features of the scale was a reduction of the
ceiling from 25 to 22 per cent, which was then applied
to the organization's main contributor — the United
States.

Under the new formula, Japan’ sdueswill drop from
19.4 per cent of the total UN budget to 16.6 per cent,
whileChina'swill edgeup from 2.05 per cent to 2.66 per
cent— MNA/Xinhua

8/2/18, 10:55 PM
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Nepal, India agreeto finalize

China unveils anti-Al DS education project for students

demarcating border

KaTHmANDU, 25 Dec— Nepal and Indiahaveagreed
tofinalize drawing border demarcation linewithin the
next six months, local Kantipur daily reported on
Sunday.

The meeting of Joint Technical Level India-Nepal
Boundary Committee (JTC) held in Kathmandu and
completed on Friday, decided to finalize the task by
June next year.

"For this, thecommitteehasdirected thegovernment
officias of the both sides to complete the task within
the set deadline," a Press release issued by the Indian

BelanG, 25Dec— China
unveiled here on Saturday
a five-year anti-AIDS
education project aimed at
providing better sex and
AlIDSpreventioneducation
to 100 million middle
school andcollegestudents.

The project, co-
organizedby ChinaCharity
FederationandtheChinese
Society of Education, will

country, andtoaid children
infected with HIV or
orphaned by AIDS.
XuJdidu, vice-chairman
of the Standing Committee
of the Nationa People's
Congress (NPC), said the
topics of healthy sex and
AIDS prevention are
closely linked. But in
traditional China, people
were reluctant to talk to

"It'sgoodthat theproject
attaches equal importance
to the two subjects” Xu
said.

Xu said that he hoped
that society asawholewill
pay attention to and
contribute to the project.

China's Ministry of
Healthsaidthat thenumber
of people with HIV has
risen27.5per centsincethe

the end of October, atotal
of 183,733 people were
officialy reported as HIV
carriers, 39,644 more than
at the end of 2005.
According to estimates
by the Chinese Ministry of
Health, the WHO and
UNAIDS, Chinahasabout
650,000 peopleliving with
HIV/AIDS, including
75,000whohavedevel oped
AIDS— MNA/Xinhua

26-12-06NL

Embassy said.

The two sides have aready completed about 98-
per-cent task in thisregard, according to the embassy.

They havealso agreed to hold another JTC meeting
in New Delhi in March 2007.— MNA/Xinhua

raise100millionyuan(12.5
million USdoallars) tofund
sex education and AIDS
prevention activities in
10,000 schoolsal over the

young people about sex.

Annan hails approval of $1.8b
refur bishment of HQs

UNniTep NAaTions, 25 Dec — UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annanhailedon
Saturday theapproval by theUN Genera
Assembly of 1.8-billion-US dollar
renovation of the UN Headquarters in
New Y ork.

In a statement released by his
spokesman, Annan welcomed the
adoption of the resolution on the
Capital Master Plan by the General
Assembly, pointing out that the
1,876.7-million-dollar allocation over
the period from 2007 and 2014 will

11

allow for repairs on buildings that
have lacked essential upkeep since
most of them were completed in the
early 1950s.

"Through the Capital Master Plan,
UN Headquarters will become a safer,
healthier and more secure environment
for staff, delegates, and visitors," hesaid
inhisstatement, oneof thelast duringhis
decade-long tenure at the helm of the
world body before retiring at the end of
next week.

MNA/Xinhua

beginning of thisyear. By

Copperhead snakes dlither at a snake farm in Vinh Son, northwest of

Hanoi, on 20 Dec, 2006. About 70 percent of familiesin thisvillage breed

Copperhead snakesthat are later sold to restaurants and medicine halls.
Last year, the village exported 160,000 snakes. —I NTERNET

8/2/18, 10:55 PM
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About 80S CAUTIONARY NOTICE
Rich Stone Holdings Pte Ltd.

Korean Sudents | o 137, Ced sveet, #0601,
. . i 069537 s the
injured inCar | o "sae. Prptor of e
p||eup aCC| dent following patent:
Seout, 24 Dec — | “Elastomeric films
About 80 middle school and gloves“

students were injured
during a pileup of 10
buses and sedans inside
a tunnel on an
expressway in South

(Reg. No. IV6226/2006)

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorized use or any other
infringement whatsoever of this

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ENERGY
MYANMA OIL AND GASENTERPRISE
IFB NO. 1(T) CONST-MOGE/PPT (2006-2007) CAP
P.O BOX 1049, YANGON
FAX NO:095-01-222964/222965

INVITATION FOR BIDS

1. SededBidsareinvited by the MyanmaOil and
Gas Enterprise, Y angon for the supply of:
ASSORTED SIZE OF ERW STEEL LINE
PIPES,BALL VALVES,PRESSURE GAUGE,
PIPE FITTINGS AND WELDING ELEC-
TRODES

2. Commencing from 22 December 2006 a com-
plete set of bidding document shal be available
a theFINANCE DEPARTMENT, MYANMA
OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE, No 604, Mer-
chant street, Yangon, Myanmar during office
hour by payment totheorder of MyanmaForeign
Trade Bank attesting remittance of US$ 100.00
infavour of MyanmaQil and GasEnterprise(or)
FEC 100.00 to the above office for each set of
document.

3. Bidsshall beaccepted only fromtheBidderswho
officially purchased the bidding document.

4. TheBidsreceived shal be opended in the pres-
ence of Bidders or Representatives who choose
toattend at 13:00 hourson 15 January 2007 &t the
office of Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No.6
Complex, NAY Pyl TAW, Myanmar.

MANAGING DIRECTOR,
MYANMA OIL AND GASENTERPRISE

Eight dead, six injured
in N-W Chinaroad crash

LAnzHou, 24 Dec—Eight peopledied and six were
injured when a minibus and a truck collided on a
highway in northwest China's Gansu Province, local
police said Friday.

Kored scentral province | paient wil be deall with
of Gyeonggido, local | according fo law.
media reported Friday. .

Theaccident occurred | TheinAung 8.5cR.L0.8L Advocate
at 3:10 am when adriver | MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND

PATENT LAW FIRM

rear-ended a bus and | E.maii: mipip@mptmail.net.mm
triggered a pileup near | Tel:254037 G.P.O Box666
YonginCityontheSouth- | Yangon 26 December 2005
East Highway.

According to the
police, theinjured were
transferred to nearby
hospitals for treatment
while most of the
studentshad only slight
wounds and were later

Don’t
Smoke

Theminibuswas carrying 15 peoplewhenit hit the
rear of thetruck onahighway inMinle County at about
4:20 pm Thursday, said police.

Six people ontheminibusdied at the scene and two
others died on the way to hospital, the police said.

Theinjured, al passengerson theminibus, wereout
of danger, but still being treated in hospital. The cause
of the accident is under investigation.

rel eased. —MNA/Xinhua

MNA/Xinhua

8/2/18, 10:55 PM
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People celebrate Christmas Eve in front of the
city-hall in Frankfurt, Germany, on 24 Dec,
2006.—I NTERNET

Nigeria conducts feasibility study on coal
as alternative fuel

ABuJa, 24 Dec— Nigeriahasconducted afeasibility study on the potential of coal aspart of itsefforts
to develop alternative power sour ces, according to a gover nment document issued here on Friday.

The document issued
by the Federal Ministry of
Solid Minerals showed
that the study evaluated
the available quantity of
coal resources in the
country in accordance
with internationally-
accepted definitions of
resources.

The study determined
thepotential of devel oping
an economically viable
coal mining and power
generating industry to
supply electricity to the
country’spower grid. The
study also developed the
most effectivestrategiesto
revitaizethenation’ scoal
industry.

According to the study,
coal resourcesareavailable

across Enugu, Anambra,
Kogi and Benue states in
central and southern
Nigeria which have
remained largely unex-
ploited and unexplored.

It stated that the
Nigerian Government
now planstorevitalizeits

coa mining industry to
expand power generation
by attracting foreign
companies to develop
these coal resources and
construct coal-fired power
plants that would be
connectedtothecountry’s
electrical distribution

grid.

Nigerian coal is the
most suitable for the
production of high
calorific gas and the
manufacturing of a wide
range of chemicals like
waxes, resins, adhesives
anddyes.— MNA/Xinhua

Brazilian President signsAtlantic
habitat protection law

BrasiLIA, 24 Dec —
Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva on

lawtoprotecttheAtlantic
shore jungle, a habitat
which is in danger of
extinction.

Friday approved a new

FDI in Chinato remain steady thisyear

BEeiJing, 24 Dec— Actualized foreign direct investment (FDI) in Chinathis
year will probably bethe sameaslast year at around 60.3 billion USdollars,
Xinhua learned from the Ministry of Commerce on Friday.

The preliminary
statistics did not include
investment inthebanking,
securities and insurance
sectors. Last year, China
saw a slight decline of
0.5 per cent inits FDI.

Sources with the
Ministry of Commerce
said China was facing
increasingly fierce inter-

national competition for
foreign investment.
Intheyear toNovember,
contractual foreign capital
totalled 167.46 billion US
dollars, up only 0.15 per
cent from the same period
lastyear, whiletheamount
of foreign capital actually
used was 54.26 billion
dollars, up 2.14 per cent.

Zambia orderslargest
copper mineresponsblefor
polluting river

Lusaka, 24 Dec — The
Environmental Council of
Zambia (ECZ) has com-
pleted the investigations
into the pollution of
KafueRiverbythecountry’s
largestcopper minecompany
and ordered it to take
responsibility for their
actions.

ECZ Director Edward
Zulu said here on Friday
that legal proceedings
would be commenced
against the Konkola
Copper Mines (KCM),
should the mining
company fail to comply
with provisionsof law on

26-12-06NL

pollution.

AKCM tailingpipeline
burst on 6 November,
causing pollution to the
KafueRiver and affecting
normal water supplies to
residentsintheCopperbelt
Province.

Severa peoplefell sick
after eating dead fish
which were poisoned by
the polluted water.

Zulu said the accident
was a result of wear and
tear of the firm’'s old
pipeline due to the
pumpingof acidictailings
without neutralization.

MNA/Xinhua
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Theministry said China

would continue to be the [ I

top destination for foreign
investment among deve-
loping countries, but the
annual increment would

stay around 60 billion US | =

dollars in the next five
years.
Expertswarnedadrastic
rise was unlikely because
production costs in China
were rising as a result of
stricter requirements on
environmental protection
and higher salary levels.
MNA/Xinhua

P,_ ) / >
A woman hangs holiday decorations at her storein
Manila, Philippines, on 23 Dec, 2006. Before
Christmas, many Filipinos embraced the holiday
season by hanging decorations.—I NTERNET

A i

Members of Hong Kong's Health Department participate in an influenza
simulation exercise at the Hong Kong I nternational Airport recently.

INTERNET

8/2/18, 10:55 PM

“Nothing could be
more symbolic, at theend
of ayear, tosignintoalaw
ameasurethat paysadebt
toour past,” said Lulaat a
signing ceremony at the
PlanaltoPalaceinBrasilia

The jungle, which
covered one million
squaremetreswhenitwas
discovered,isdiminishing
at a speed of around
100,000 hectares a year,
and only occupies 7 per
cent of itsoriginal areaat
present.

Duringhisspeech, Lula
listed the environmental
progress achieved in the
last four years, includ-
ing the Public Forests
Management Law andthe
reduction of the Amazon
deforestationrate. Therate
of deforestation had been
reduced by 52 per cent in
the past several years.

Brazil’s Environment
Minister Marina Silva
noted that the new law
provides incentives to
recover thedegradedforest
and confine the economic
exploitation of the jungle
tosustainabledevel opment
projects.

With help from the
central government, afund
hasbeenestablishedtohelp
regenerate areas that have
been in danger, but not
completely destroyed.

MNA/Xinhua

Donate
blood
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Pardew takesover at Charlton

in replacement for Reed

Lonpon, 25 Dec— Struggling English Premier
League club Charlton Athletic parted company with
manager Les Reed on Sunday and appointed former
West Ham United manager Alan Pardew asareplace-
ment.

Charlton, second from bottom in the 20-team divi-
sion with only three wins from 19 games, said Reed
had left by mutual consent after just eight matchesin
charge, six of which were defeats.

Pardew, sacked by West Ham on December 11 after
apoor run of results, hassigned athree-and-a-half year
contract. Hisfirst gamewill beal ondonderby at home
to Fulham on Wednesday.

Reed, a former FA technical director who joined
Charlton's coaching staff in 1995, was promoted to
head coach in mid-November after lain Dowie was
sacked.

But he failed to revive the club who suffered a
humiliating loss in the League Cup quarterfinals last
Tuesday when they werebeaten 1-0 at homeby Fourth
Division side Wycombe Wanderers—MNA/Xinhua

David
Hellebuyck
(R) of Paris
St Germain

fightsfor the

ball with
Cedric
Barbosa of
Troyes
during their

French Ligue

1 soccer
match at the

Aube stadium
in Troyeson

23 Dec, 2006.

INTERNET

Ll

A2

Colo Colo to sign Paraguayan
forward Edison Gimenez

SaNTIAGO, 25Dec—Colo
ColoaretosignParaguayan
forward Edison Gimenez,
theChileanchampionssaid
on Sunday.

Gimenez currently
plays for Dos de Mayo, a
teaminParaguay'sFirst Di-
vision, and Colo Colo has
paid400,000USdollarsfor
hiscontract, saidRaimondo
Valenzuela, director of
Blanco y Negro, the com-
pany that controls Colo
Colo.

Gimenez last played in
Chile on 15 November,
scoringonegoal inthePara-

Atalanta’'s Massimo Donati, |eft, and
Inter Milan's Patrick Vieira of
France go for a high ball during an
Italian major league soccer match at
the San Siro stadiumin Milan, Italy,
on 23 Dec, 2006.—I NTERNET

Tokyo to give sports
aid in Asia
Tokyo, 24 Dec— Tokyo plans to
send sports assistance to other Asian
countriesfrom next year, to promoteits
bid to host the 2016 Olympics, amajor
Japanese newspaper reported Saturday .
Through the sports official develop-
ment assistance, or "sports ODA", the

¥

guay-Chile match held in

Vinadel Mar,whichended
3-2infavour of Chile.
Colo Colo, known as
the cacique (the Indian
chief), is Chile's most
popular club. It won the
local league for the 25th
time on Saturday, defeat-
ingAudax Italianoinfront
of afull home stadium.
Local Press reported
that theteamwantstosign
Chile’'s Manuel Neira,
Argentina’s Jose Luis
Diaz and Colombia’'s
Giovanni Hernandez.
Meanwhile, several play-
ers,includingArgentina' s
Miguel Caneo, Colom-
bia' sAndresGonzaezand
Chile'sRodrigoMelendez,
arelikely to leave.
MNA/Xinhua

Abramovich pledges
spending cuts

Lonpon, 24 Dec—Billionaire owner Roman
Abramovich expects Chelsea's spending in the trans-
fer market to be reduced once the benefits are reaped
from its academy.

European governing body Uefamay make footbal l
more competitive by curbing investment by rich bene-
factors. Russian Abramovich has spent millionssince
taking over at Chelseain 2003.

But hetold The Observer: "Our strategy isto bring
up our own players through the academy, which we
have invested alot in, and hope it gives results.”

He added: "We will be spending lessin the transfer
market in future years."

Abramovich also denied that he had any involve-
ment in picking the team.

Chelsea owner Roman Abramovich

However, he did confirm that he does influence
Chelsea'sbusinessin thetransfer market, although he
insisted that boss Jose Mourinho has the final say.

Internet

: %

~and Milan, at the Friuli

AC Milan forward
Kaka of Brazl, l€ft, is
challenged by Udinese's
Guilherme Siqueira of
Brazl during an Italian
first division soccer
match between Udinese

stadium in Udine, Italy,
on 23 Dec, 2006.
AC Milan won 3-0.
INTERNET

Showbiz at odds
with sportsin Brazil

Rio pe Janeiro, 24 Dec— President Luiz Inacio
LuladaSilvasaid on Friday that, if necessary, he will
issue an executive order so that sports and culture do
not compete with each other for moneys provided by
tax incentive lawsin Brazil. " The fact that we want to
help the sports does not oblige usto reduce our will to
invest in culture. If it is necessary to issue another
executive order, | will doiit," stressed Lula

The House of Representatives approved of a bill
stating a tax incentive system that allows private
companies to destine moneys to cultural and sports
events, which they could use asaway to cut down on
their taxes.

The cultural sector relies on the so-called Rouanet
Law, which defined in 1991 ways of a company to
reduceitstax charge by investing in artistic and enter-
tainment activities. Thenew bill isaimed at coming up
with asimilar system for the sports sector. However,
the bill established that the moneys would come from
the same sources as the ones that sponsored show
business, which will put the two sectors in an arena
where they will have to fight with each other in order
to prevent cannibalization of resources.

Earlier thisweek, representatives from both sectors
gathered withthe Federal Senateandreached anagree-
ment, according to which each areawould profit from
sponsorships that would come from different sources.
But theproposal wasignored by thefederal representa-
tives, who moved on with the original bill, which still
needs to be approved of by the President.

MNA/Xinhua

Tokyo metropolitan government will

26-12-06NL

extend athletic aids to Asian nations
such as Indonesia, the Philippines and
Malaysia, mainly in the form of dis-
patching coaches and donating sports
gear, the English-version of the Asahi
Shimbun said.

Countries lacking sports infrastruc-
ture and experienced instructors will
alsoreceivehelpthroughtheaid, which
will comefrom part of a20-billion-yen
(about 170-million-US-dollar) fund
for sports and culture promotion in
fiscal 2007. However, the exact portion
is still undecided, according to local
officials.

MNA/Xinhua
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L ehmann makesAr senal admission

Lonpbon, 25 Dec—L ehmannison histhird one-year contract with
the Gunners

Arsenal goalkeeper Jens Lehmann says he would prefer to sign a
new deal with the Gunners but has not ruled out amove to Spain or
back to Germany.

He is on his third one-year deal with Arsenal, who never offer
players over 30 contracts of more than 12 months.

"In the talks about my future, Arsenal has top priority," the 37-
year-old told the Bild am Sonntag newspaper.

"But I'm not saying that thereisa100% chance | would stay inthe
event of an Arsend offer."

Lehmann helped take Arsend to the Champions League fina last
season then played a part in Germany's advance to the World Cup
semi-finals. And he was to the fore on Saturday as Arsenal routed
Blackburn 6-2. —Internet

AS Roma's Philippe Mexes of France, right,
celebrates with teammate Daniele De Rossi at the
end of the Italian first division soccer league match
between AS Roma and Cagliari at Rome's Olympic

stadium, on 23 Dec, 2006. —I NTERNET

8/2/18, 10:55 PM
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Britons of Indian origin
return to homeland

L onpon, 25 Dec— In aclear caseof areversebrain-drain, agrowingtide of peoplefrom Britainis
now heading to India to take advantage of a booming economy.

As many as 32,000
Britons of Indian origin
have already returned to
India to be part of a
resurgent economy, The
Times reported here
Saturday.

“In a reversal of the
economic migration of
their parents, the younger
generation are deserting

Britain for new
opportunities on the
booming subcontinent,”
the newspaper said citing
cases of afew who have
gone back to Delhi, Pune,
Mumbai and other places
and doing well.
According to a
recent report by the
Institute of Public Policy

Research, 2.7 million
British nationals left
Britain to live abroad
between 1966 and 2005.

Around 32,000 are
now living in India, with
industries across the
professional spectrum
experiencing an influx of
Britons hoping to make
their fortune in their

==

i N4 N A

B I -

parents’ homeland.

The report said the
rapid development of
India’s hi-tech economy
has created particularly
attractive opportunities
for second and third-
generationAnglo-Indians,
who are using their
knowledge of both
culturestoseizethechance
to develop their careers,
earn comparatively high
salaries and enjoy a
luxurious standard of
living that they could not
dream of in Britain.

MNA/PTI

Tuesday, 26 December

Weaelrer Map of Mvanmar and Nefghbouring Areas

[ WEATHER

Monday, 25 December, 2006
Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has
been generally fair in the whole country. Night tem-
peratures were (3°C) to (4°C) below normal in Shan,

Tune in today Chin, Rakhine and Kayah StatesMandalay, Magway,
8:30 am Brief news Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions, (5°C) to (6°C)
: 8:35am '\Tlltlgﬁk you below normal in Kayin Stateand Taninthayi Division,
Passengers queuein Terminal 4 at Heathrow Airport in west London on 22 baby Shani (; C) below normal in rl\]/lor? St.afut.eand ak_)orl:t normal in
Dec, 2006. Thousands of travellers struggling to get home for Christmas Foain omd the remaining areas. T e signi icant nig t tempera-
faced another day of chaos and frustration on Friday asLondon’s Heathrow | |8:40 am Perspectives || tureswere Namhsan (0°C), Pinlaung (3°C).
Airport was blanketed in fog.— NTERNET 8:45am Music: Maximumtemperatureon 24-12-2006was 88°F.
ls’ '\ '1t cheap || Minimum temperatureon 25-12-2006 was60°F. Rela-
820 am 6:30 pm N | |8:50 am National news/| | tive humidity at 09:30 hours M ST on 25-12-2006 was
: g Slogan i :
8. sgecoriicion 7.Weather report 9:00am M l?Si o 75%. Total sunshine hours on 24-12-2006 was (4.7)
8:25 am 6:35 pm -More, More,|| hoursapprox.
9. 3B} 8.88¢[Bn:omo0p§:e005008:03 Moll\'le v Rainfalls on 25-12-2006 were (Nil) at
8:30 am somogéimtcalecdt”| | 1o e o i'ritercr)\alig:g Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and Central Y angon.Total
10. International news o5 ém@r?—w news rainfalls since 1-1-2006 were (98.46) inches at
Tuesday, 26 December ?1145Lar’” e 9. @Egéqpqqéqéw 9:10 amsl\t/lr;%%t up Mingaladon and (111.61) inches at Kaba-Aye and
View on today 250 etms 0 7 05 pm . PaulaAbdul || (116.69) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind
P < 88&[gnrencscos: ) 1:30pm News / Slogan speedat Y angon (K aba-Aye) was (7) mph from South-
7:00 am 1 joobess (59) BSegors | 10§ 1:40pm Lunch time
: i “qdpSecaScleon:” east at 12:30 hours MST on 24-12-2006.
L coqppigd eCiapfisopeord odseod  momguSeq: ag music: " ; .
i e $.8:qy50000: (oS (086:-)) -Walk away Bay inference: Weather isgenerally fairinthe
i3 §8¢eod odwo B:8iquSocon: ([p3pSe ooy 7:50 pm . Westlife :
o0 oMY BOfEe00S ec0) emoa:[FI€q | 1y - -Young love North Bay and partly cloudy inthe Andaman Seaand
csooéqydl maBeesurnagoql oBoS§oSmoSegéy =8 gggé@o §80ncoq . Air Suppl I?/ elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
wfoengumangguendo | 207 (ccowm(BFeSeqd) 8099, “sbsafacoip Th's lis one s for Forecast valid until evening of 26-12-2006:
i”‘*‘”‘il;”’;‘g;’li’; ‘2"458&”9 0 uphold sapidgd codimcgod:” | | 9:00pm Erghg’]a)ej(m(); Weather will be partly cloudy in Rakhine State,
S ofcSarepreon’ " National Spirt 8'0(539‘;;:_3) Unl{rﬁO)Wd (M| | Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Divisions and generally
7:25 am 5:50 pm 1'2 N:Ns 9:10pm Article fair in the remaining States and Divisions.
2;(; ?Sehedthy 3. weomioogaed vposes; | 13, International news 9-20pmr(\e/dyeekly sport _ Stateof the Sea: Seaswill beslight to moderate
7:30 am QSEod[mnrantadien 14. Weather report 9:30 pm Music for your in Myanmar Waters.
M oming news -o0Buwgd (cogevamopld) | 15. 88&[EntenoScodiol listening plea- Outlook for subsequent two days: Generally
7:40 am _ (ooggaca) * oomuSaemmyos” Caavan of lifel | fair inthewhole country.
4. Nice and sweet song | ©-19Pm (39§&:-0) ... TokyoSquare Forecast for Nay Pyi Tawand neighbouring
: 4. (55) g6cdoodogoeodonies, | 1B.eingsimompecns opepildh _
;-50 am - : Eﬁ[?jm%méq e 'Ee'_:é:;;(g‘r;oqw?;p; - -Morethanlcan| | areasfor 26-12-2006: Fair weather.
8;&‘*&’%"’9“‘“’3 S:ngml @qSsocsqo3gn cogo .. Leo Sayer Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring ar eas
6. Song of yesteryears 5. Sing and Enjoy mogprpis: ooepieos’ -PaPZ?JI Anka || fOr 26-12-2006: Fair weather.
8:10 am 6:00 pm 17.Thet next day's 9:45 pm News / Slogan Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
\_7»oi} 6.Evening news. programme o 0(5J pm PEL areasfor 26-12-2006: Fair weather.
*R 489 Published by the News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of Information, Union of Myanmar. Edited and printed at The New Light of Myanmar Press,

No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones: Editors392308, Manager 392226, Cir culation 392304, Adver tisement 392223,
Accounts 392224, Administration 392225, Production/Press 297028
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Ministersmeet USDA members |

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo meeting with secretaries, executives and organizers of
ward and village USDAs.— INnDUSTRY-1

Nav Pyi Taw, 25 Dec — Secretary-General of the
Union Solidarity and Devel opment Association U Htay
Oo and Secretariat members U Aung Thaung and U
Thein Zaw met secretaries and executives of division,
district and township USDAs and organizers of ward
and village USDAs at the office of Mandaay Divi-
sion USDA on 23 December. Secretary of Mandalay
Division USDA U Tin Maung Oo reported on public
welfare tasks being carried out in the division and fu-
ture work. U Htay Oo and U Aung Thaung fulfilled
the requirements.

Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung visited
Cement Plant (Kyaukse) in Kyaukse factory region
on 24 December morning where he was reported by
the plant manager on production process and distribu-
tion tasks. Managing Director of Myanma Ceramics
Industries U Soe Yi gave a supplementary report.

Next, the minister met with factory managers of
Kyaukse factory region and visited the glass factory
project site on Yinswe mountain. Later, he inspected
the cement plant, plastic factory and asbestos factory
in Kyaukse. — MNA

Objectives of 59th Anniversary

Independence Day

— All the national peopletojoin handsfor-
ever for safeguarding the national inde-
pendence and sover eignty of the State;

— Allthenational peopletocollectively safe-
guar d non-disintegration of theUnionand
non-disintegration of national solidarity;

— All thenational peopleto makeconcerted

effortsfor the emergence of an enduring

constitution and building of a new, mod-
ern, developed and discipline-flourishing
democratic nation; and

— All thenational peopletowork in concert

for the success of the seven-step Road

Map of theStatewith Union Spiritandthe

patriotic spirit.

Minister visits No 1 M achine and Machine
Tool Factory (Nyaungchedauk)

NAY Pvi Taw, 25 Dec— Minister for Industry-
2 Ma-Gen Saw Lwin visited No 1 Machine and
Machine Tool Factory (Nyaungchedauk) in Padaung
Township, Bago Division (West) on 23 December
afternoon. At theassembling workshop, General Man-
ager U Thit Lwin Lay reported on packing of junior
CNC lathe machineswhich had been sold, and assem-
bling of column type drilling machines and junior
DRO lathe machines. At the enamelled copper wire
workshop, the general manager also reported to the
minister on production of enamelled copper wires.

transportation of the machines, production of quality
items, conducting of research work, production of
new items and measures to be taken for worksite
safety.

On 24 December morning, the minister and
party visited No 1 Farm Equipment Factory (Sinde)
where he was reported by the general manger on
assembling of KND5B pumps and Ayeya-1 power
tillers and other machine parts.

Theminister gave instructions on production
of new items meeting the set standards and early

Minister visits Khaing
Khaing Group in
Shwepyitha

Y aNGON, 24 Dec— Minister for Electric Power
No 2 Ma-Gen Khin Maung Myint visited power
testing centre in Ahlon Township on 19 December.

Executive engineer U Nyunt Than reported on
testing and distribution of meters and installation.

Next, theminister inspected thecentreand proc-
ess of testing of meters. He proceeded to Khaing
Khaing Group of Thadukan industrial zone (3/4) of
Shwepyitha Township.

He inspected casting of iron for production of
iron bars and fulfilled the requirements on power
supply.

Theminister visitedwarehousesinAhlon Town-
ship where electrical equipment and related itemsare
stored—MNA

The minister stressed the need for systematic

distribution of products to the market. — MNA
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