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Senior General Than Shwe Senior General Than Shwe
congratulates newly elected sends felicitations to

Presdent of Swiss Confederation Emperor of Japan

Nay Pyi Taw, 23 Dec — Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of
the State Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has
sent amessage of congratulationstothe Federal Counsellor of the Federal
Department of Foreign Affairsof the SwissConfeder ation Her Excellency
Madam Micheline Calmy-Rey, who was elected as President of the Swiss
LConfederation on 13 December 2006. — MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 23 Dec — On the occasion of the birthday of His
Majesty Akihito, Emperor of Japan, which falls on 23 December 2006,
Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peaceand Devel opment
Council of theUnion of Myanmar , hassent amessageof felicitationstoHis
M ajesty Akihito, Emperor of Japan. —MNA
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Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing \
attend graduation dinner of 9th Intake of DSTA

A\ /

Nav Pyi Taw, 22 Dec | (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein, | ment Council Commander | dalay Mayor, the Director- | ficersof PyinOoLwinSta- | ers of the cadet battalions,
— Chairman of the State | Ma-Gen Myint Hlaing of | of Central CommandMgj- | Genera of the SPDC Of- | tion, the Rector of DSTA, | professors, faculty mem-
Peace and Development | the Ministry of Defence, | Gen Khin Zaw and their | fice and officials, the | theDirector of Literature, | bers, graduateofficersand
Council Commander-in- | Chairmanof Mandalay Di- | wives, ministers, senior | PyinOoLwinStationCom- | the Chief Instructor Of- | their parentsand relatives.

Chief of DefenceServices ' VisionPeaceand Develop- | military officers, theMan- | mander, senior military of- ' ficer, commanding offic- MNA
Senior General Than p : ;
Shwe and wife Daw | ~ &

Kyaing Kyaing attended

the graduation dinner of

the 9th Intake of Defence

Services Technological |

Academy at the parade t ; l
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ground of the DSTA in _
PyinOoLwin, Mandalay
Division, at 5.30 pm yes-
terday.
Alsopresentatthedin-
ner were Member of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council General
Thura Shwe Mann, Mem-
bers of the SPDC Lt-Gen
Ye Myint, Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win, Quartermaster-Gen-
eral Lt-Gen Thiha Thura _//
TinAungMyint Oo, Chief ;
of Armed Forces Training -//
Lt-GenAungHtweandLt-
GenTinAyeof theMinis- \

try of Defence, Com- /\ / = ' & j
/ | : g
/ ' ¥

mander-in-Chief (Navy) . g I
Vice-Admiral Soe Thein, ‘ Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing attend a dinner to mark the graduation of 9th Intake of
Commander-in-Chief Defence Services Technological Academy.—wmnNA

K Stability of theState, community peace || |||© Development of agriculture as the base and all-round * Uplift of the morale and morality of
and tranquillity, prevalenceof law and development of other sectorsof the economy aswell the entire nation
order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-
National reconsolidation . Yystem o o rity and preservation and safeguard-
Emergence of a new enduring State Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
Constitution terms of t_e((j:hnlhcal know—hov&/ ;g]d ;gveﬂments from char acter

* Building of a new modern developed || |||, Sourcesinsidethe country and abro * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation ?n accord with the new Stpate The|n|t|at|vetoshapethenat|onal economy must bekept * Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in the handsof the State and the national peoples standards of the entire nation

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Striveto become brilliant
military engineers

S

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Inmoder nage, thosecountrieswhich
havesuperiority intechnology aretryingto
influence other nations. At such a time,
developing countries like Myanmar areto
defend themselveswith their own strength.

At a time when efforts are being
made for the country to stand tall among
the global nationsthe gover nment isbuild-
ingastrong, capableand moder n Tatmadaw
in order to fully defend the country.

Defence Services Technological
Academy isoneof thehigher learninginsti-
tutions which are constantly producing
gualified human resources required by a
modern Tatmadaw.

The graduation parade of the 9th
Intake of Defence Services Technological
Academy was held in PyinOoLwin on 21
December. This has fulfilled the needs for
junior military engineersin the nation.

The graduate junior military engi-
neer saretodischar gethethreemajor tasks
of the Tatmadaw—defence, training and
community welfare—in addition totechno-
logical task. At the same time, they are to
make a constant study of military science
and technology as well as modern warfare
that are undergoing a constant change.

Wefirmly believethat the graduate
junior military engineers will be able to
dischar ge the national defence duty at the
risk of their lives, while making continued
efforts to become brilliant military engi-
neer sin accordancewith thefinetraditions
of theTatmadaw that isprotectingthelives
and property of the entire people.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe meets
entrepreneur s of industrial zone,
fish paste dry fish, fISh sauce zone

Lt-Gen Myint Swe meeting with businessmen at fish paste, dryflsh fish sauce zone
of YCDC. — mNA

Y ANGON, 21 Dec — Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defencemet withindustrial entrepreneurs
from Dagon Myathit (Seikkan) Township Industrial
Zone at Kanaung Hall of the zone this afternoon.

Director-General U Aung Win of Department
of Human Settlement and Housing Devel opment re-
ported to Lt-Gen Myint Swe on construction of the
strand road along Bago River in the township, con-
struction of the embankment to the river, the road
linking Thayetbin Village to Bago River, building of
Gyargyi Creek Sluice Gate, Phobyan Creek Sluice
Gate and Nyaunghintha Creek Sluice Gate, the plan
for establishment of Chilli Powder Production Zone
and matters related to the township.

Chairman of Y angon Division Peaceand De-
velopment Council Commander of Yangon Com-

mand Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win and officials gave
supplementary reports.

Next, Lt-Gen Myint Swe and party inspected
construction of Thayetbinchaung Village, roads and
Nyaungbintha Creek Sluice Gate.

At thebriefing hall, Head of Revenue Depart-
ment of Yangon City Development Committee U
Aung Zin submitted reports on reclamation of thefish
paste, dry fish, fish sauce zone, sales of plots, upgrad-
ing the roads, installation of transformers, water sup-
ply, fire prevention and greening tasks.

Thecommander, themayor and officialsgave
supplementary reports.

After giving necessary instructions, Lt-Gen
Myint Swe attended to the needs of the entrepreneurs.

MNA

Sales centre of Super Power Engine Oil

and L ubricant opened in Mandalay Yancon, 22 Dec —
Myanmar International
Yancon, 21 Dec | areonsdeacrosstheworld | Middle  Ward  in | Terminals Thilawa do-
— A dinner to mark the | nations. Chanayethazan Township, | nated furniture worth US
opening of thesalescentre The UAE made- | Mandalay. —MNA $9,000to Myanmar Mari-

(Upper Myanmar) of Su- | engine oils time University today.
per Power Engine Oil and | andlubricants | g cuent wsoss sone st At the donation cer-
Lubricant distributed by | are available emony held at the univer-
Myanmar New Stars In- | at Building | e see o the ses: . sityinThanlyinTownship,
dustry Co Ltdwasheldat | (A /39), Assistant General man-
Zaygyo Hotdl in Manda- | Room -9, A . ager U Min Kyi of MITT
lay on 19 December. Bayintnaung | | -53 F’ *EPE; B _ handed over 60 sets of
Managing Direc- | M ark et - ﬁ* desks, 120 chart tablesand
tor U Thet Naing of the | Mayangon fitic Iﬂ threewhiteboardsto Rec-
company extended greet- | Township in torof MMU U Thein Tun.
ingsfirst. Themoviestars Yangon and MYANMAR NEW STARS INDUSTRY Co..Ltd MITT also contributed
performedentertaintments | No 328/B on | % . eew powe : cash to the funds of the
at the ceremony. 82nd street oA (ogeoct 6] university for scholarship.
Super Power En- | between 28th =eBlpm) (B)ie 5135 o oo On the occasion, Assist-
gineOil and Lubricantare | and 29th e ant General Manager U
being produced in UAE | streets  in | ¥ =sue s Min Kyi of MITT ex-
andthesequality-products | Chanayethazan S plained the purpose of the
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M MU benefits from aid

donation. Thisisthefifth | tor of the university

time that the university | briefed onfactsabout and
benefited from aid. progressof theuniversity.
Attheceremony rec- MNA
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A$|stant General Manager U Min Kyi of MITT
presents cash to Rector of MMU. — mMNA
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Bridge construction began on 21 March, 2004.

‘Thai-Laotian Friendship
Bridge officially opens

BaNckok, 21 Dec—Thesecond Thai-L actian Friendship Bridgelinking
the Laotian province of Savannakhet with northeastern Thailand’'s
Mukdahan Province officially opened Wednesday.

HRH PrincessMahaChakri Sirindhorn of Thailand and Lao Vice- President
BounnhangV orachitjointly presided over theopening ceremony on\Wednesday
morning which waswitnessed by the Prime Ministers of the two countriesand
diplomatic corps, according to the Thai News Agency.

The 2nd Friendship Bridge is aimed at facilitating transportation, trade,
investment and tourism activities for countries in the Mekong Sub-region.

Thebridge hastwo trafficlanesandis 12 metreswide and 1,600 metres|ong.
It is part of the land transport development plan of the East-West economic
corridor running through Vietnam, Laos, Thailand and Myanmar. Previously,
thefirst Thai-Lao Friendship Bridgeover theMekong linking the Thai province
of Nong Khai and Lao capital Vientiane was opened in 1994. — MNA/Xinhua

A view of the Thai-Laos second Friendship Bridge over Mae Kong River
in Mukdahan Province, near the Thai-Laos border. The 1,600 meters
long and 12 metres wide bridge was started in December 2003 for a cost
of 2.67 billion baht (76.28 million USD).—INTERNET

Jordan’s King Abdullah (L) shakes hands with Japan’s Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe prior to talks at the premier’s official residencein Tokyo, on 22
Dec, 2006. King Abdullah isin Japan on a three-day visit.—INTERNET

Prnom Pent, 21 Dec—
Cambodiaon Wednesday
calledonLaos, Myanmar,
Thailand and Vietnam to
join handswith it to form
an association of rice
exporting countries to
stabilize the price of rice.

An association of the

Construction beginson
super high-voltage power lines

CHuxiong (Yunnan),
21 Dec— Construction
began on the world' sfirst
800-kilovolt direct current
transmission lines in Yi
AutonomousPrefectureof
Chuxiong, southwest

China sY unnanProvince,
on Tuesday. The project,
undertaken by China
Southern Power Grid, will
have an investment of
13.24 hillion yuan (1.66
billion US dollars) and

Carmen, a spider monkey, eats ‘christmas treats
hung by staff at Taronga Zoo in Sydney, on 21
Dec, 2006. —INTERNET

23-12-06NL 3

rice exporting countries
along the Mekong River
could beimportant for the
worldmarket, Cambodian
Prime Minister Hun Sen

said Wednesday while
inauguratingabuildingfor
theorphansinBattambang
City, capital of Bat-
tambang Province.

The association was
somewhat like the Organi-
zation of the Pet-roleum-
Exporting Countries (OP-
EC), hewasquotedbyloca
radioreportsassaying. The
association then could
play a role in balancing
OPEC's influence, he

Cambodia callsfor
establishment of rice
exporters association

said.“If they want cheaper
rice, then they should
decrease oil prices,” he
added.

According to officia
statistics, Cambodiais to
export 1.5 million tons of
rice in 2006. Annual rice
exports in the region of
the Mekong River stand
at over 10 million tons,
almost half of theworld's
annual rice exports.

MNA/Xinhua

extend 1,438 kilometres.
Designed to send -
electricity from un-
derdeveloped Y unnan
ProvincetoGuangdongvia
Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region, the project
will becompletedin2010.
MNA/Xinhua

Joseph Alvarado, 3,
watches his father
Louis Alvarado shovels
snow from their front
walk in Denver, on
Thursday morning, 21
Dec, 2006.—INTERNET
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Fighter plane crashesin S Pakistan

IsLamaBAD, 21 Dec— A French-made Mirage
fighter plane of the Pakistan Air Force (PAF) crashed
in the suburbs of the southern Pakistan port city of
Karachi Wednesday, but the pilot ejected safely, a
PAF spokesman said.

The plane was on a routine operational training
mission and came down in the Manghopir locality of
Karachi, the spokesman said.

TV channels reported that technical fault may

7/30/18, 10:27 PM

have caused the crash.

The Pakistani Air Force headquarters has
constituted aboard of inquiry to determine the cause
of the crash.

Pakistan’ sarsenal of Miragesisthesecond biggest
after France, whichisnot only maintaining abig fleet
of Mirages but also overhauling the planes of the
PAF and Air Forces of several friendly countries.

MNA/Xinhua
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Cambodian leader s meet
Chinese delegation

PrNnom PenH, 20 Dec—
Cambodia s Acting Head
of State and Senate Pre-
sident Chea Sim, Prime
Minister Hun Sen and
National Assembly Presi-
dent Heng Samrin met
here Tuesday respec-
tively with a visiting
Chinese delegation on
bilateral ties and co-
operation.

The delegation is

headed by Li Guixian,
president of the Chinese
Association for Inter-
national Understanding
and vice chairman of the
National Committeeof the
ChinesePeople sPolitical
Consultative Conference.

In their meetings, the
Cambodian leaders all
expressed their willing-
ness to develop friendly
and cooperative ties with

China. They also said
Cambodia will adhere to
the “one China’ policy
and support China’'s
reunification cause.

Li briefed the Cam-
bodianleaderson China's
current political and
economic sSituation, and
positively evaluated the
twocountries’ overall and
deep cooperation in all
fields. — MNA/Xinhua

gl

I ce sculptures are displayed on the street of
Harbin, dubbed the “ I ce City”, northeast China's
Heilongjiang Province, on 18 Dec, 2006.
XINHUA

Germany’s Naval Chief, Vice-Admiral Wolfgang

ik

E Noalting (L), shakes handswith I ndia’s Chief of
Naval Staff, Admiral Sureesh Mehta, during his
ceremonial reception in New Delhi, on 20 Dec,

2006. —INTERNET

Annan says|rag war isworst moment
In tenure

UNITED NATIONS, 20
Dec — UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan said
Tuesday that the failure
to stop the Irag war was
the worst moment of his
10 yearsin office.

“I think the worst
moment wasthe Irag war
which as an organization

we couldn’t stop and |
really dideverythingl can
to try to see if we could
stopit,” hesaid at hislast
Press conference when
asked about his top
achievements and worst
momentsin histenure.
Among the achieve-
ments, he cited the UN'’s

human rights efforts, the
war against inequality
both between and within
states and the battle for
development as epito-
mized by the Millennium
Development Goals that
seek to slash a host of
sociaills, suchasextreme
hunger and poverty, infant

and maternal mortality
and lack of access to
educationand headlth care,
all by 2015.
HepleadedthattheUN
not be judged by the Irag
oil-for-food scandal but
by its myriad humanit-
arian and development
actions.— MNA/Xinhua

Noise makersto face heavier finesin Beijing

Belang, 21 Dec— A
new set of Beijing noise
pollution prevention and
control regulations, jointly
issued Tuesday by the
municipal environmental
protection bureau and the
legal affairs office, has
upped fines for those
making noise in the
capital. The regulations,
whichwill takeeffect next
year, replacing the 1984

regulations, state that
individuals or shops who
seriously disturbthepeace
with  car honking,
deafening sound systems
or noisy house decorating
ontheweekendandduring
vacationswill befined 200
to 500 yuan (about 25 to
63 US dollars) each time.

Fines for this sort of
activity were limited to a
maximum of 50 yuan

A craftswoman makes a Christmas decoration in
aworkshop in Russia’s Siberian city of

Krasnoyarsk, on 20 Dec, 2006. —INTERNET

Z e i
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(about seven US dollars)
in the 1984 regulations.
The newly-issued
regulations also said
construction sites that
illegally keep working at
night are subject to fines
of 30,000 yuan (about
3,750 US dallars).
Companies which
build highways, railroads
or flyovers must take
measures to control noise
pollution when the
projects can affect nearby
residents.—MNA/Xinhua
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As his sons Michael,10, center, and Lucas, 6, look on, Dave Sell, of Erie,
Colorado, clears his neighbor’s driveway on Thursday, 21 Dec, 2006. A
winter storm deposited over two feet in Erie. —INTERNET

lraq’s V-P callsfor “scheduled”
pullout of UStroops

UNiITED NATIONS,20
Dec— lIragi Vice-Pre-
sident Tariq al-Hashemi
on Tuesday caled for a
scheduled pullout of US
troops from his war-torn
country.

“l am calling for a
scheduled withdrawal of
American troops,” the
Vice-President told

7/30/18, 10:27 PM

reporters at the UN
headquarters after he met
with outgoing UN
Secretary-General Kofi
Annan.

But Hashemi added
that the American with-
drawal should come only
after Iraq’ ssecurity forces
have become capable of
taking on the country’s

security issues by them-
selves.

“Wework closely with
the Americans who want
their soldiers home. But
withdrawal cannot come
beforetheIragi forcesare
capable of handling the
situation on their own,”
he said.

MNA/Xinhua



Singapore recelvesfirst
millionth Chinese visitor

SineaPorE, 20 Dec — Singapor ereceived itsfirst millionth Chinese visitor
when Yu Yongkang landed at Changi Airport on Tuesday afternoon.

was declared the winner
after he touched down in
Singapore, with a surprise
red-carpet welcome by the
STB. "I fed very honoured
and excited to be
Singapore’ sfirgt millionth

The occasion marked
thefirgttimethat Singapore
has reached the one
millionth mark for visitor
arrivals from China and
the first country to do so,
the Singapore Tourism

Board (STB) said. Chinese visitor. This is
Yu, on abusness trip | redlly a pleasant surprise
organized by hiscompany, ! for me,” Yu said.

Top US commander in
Middle East to step down

Los ANGeLEs, 21 Dec— Army General John
P Abizaid, the top US commander in the Middle
East, has submitted plansto retireand will leave his
post in March, the Los Angeles Times reported on
Wednesday.

AccordingtoPentagon officials, Abizaid submitted
his retirement documents just over a month ago,
shortly before then Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld gave in his resignation, the report said.

Abizaid' s planned departure clears the way for
Robert M Gates, the new defence chief, to bring in
his own commander, which Pentagon officials
believe is a choice between generals who back
Abizaid sdriveto transfer security responsibilities
to the Iragi authorities and those arguing for amore
aggressive US-led counterinsurgency campaign, it
added.

On Gates' list for Abizaid's successor is Army
General George W Casey Jr, the commander of US
forcesin Irag, who is most closely associated with
Abizaid's strategy. Counterinsurgency advocates
Army Lieutenant-General David Petracusand Army
Lieutenant-General Peter Chiarelli are also leading
candidates for the top US military office in the
Middle East. Other candidates associated with this
group are Army Lieutenant-General Martin
E Dempsey, and Marine Lieutenant-General James
N Mattis.—MNA/Xinhua
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Hehaswonover 15,000
Singapore dollars (about
9,700 USdollars) worth of
prizes, including com-
plimentary hotel stays,
dining, shopping and spa
vouchers, courtesy cruise

_;sf:‘."

tickets, even two business- rr— —
class return tickets to Philippine President
. GloriaMacapagal Arroyo
Singgpore. | (L) welkswith thehead of
Ken Low, the STB'S | | the Armed Forces of the

assistant chief executive
(Brand and Communi-
cations), regarded thisasa
significant milestone for
Singapore’s  tourism
industry —MNA/Xinhua

Philippines General Her-
mogenes Esperon, upon
her arrival at a ceremony
markingthearmedforces
anniversaryinManila,on
21 Dec, 2006.—I NTERNET

General view of Russia's gas monopoly Gazprom
headquartersin Moscow on 19 Dec, 2006.INTERNET
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17 injured in Philippine
buscrasn

ManiLA, 20 Dec— At least 17 bus
passengerswereinjuredon Tuesday after
thevehiclefell off abridgeinthecentral
Philippine province of Camarines Sur,
local radio reported.

Sketchy reportssaid the 17 casualties
included the bus driver, but no one was
killed in the accident. Police said that
overspeeding may have caused the bus
to crash off the bridge, dzEC radio said
in the report.— MNA/Xinhua

NASA’stwo nearly identical spacecraft
have begun returning images of thesun’s
corona. The two spacecraft are supposed
to study the most energetic events on the

surface and in the lower atmosphere of

thesun, aswell astheir travel through
interplanetary space. —XINHUA

Unknown brain fever kills
35 Indian children

New DetHI, 20 Dec— Anunknownbrainfever has
killed 35 children in three months in the northern
Indiangtateof Uttar Pradesh, leavinghealthauthorities
puzzled, Indo-Asian News Servicereported Tuesday.

The latest virus has symptoms similar to that of
Japanese encephalitis even though it was reportedly
less fatal. Japanese encephalitis killed over 1,400
childrenlastyearinUttar Pradesh, oneof Indial smost
backward and impoverished stateswith apopulation
of over 180 million.— MNA/Xinhua

I ndonesian passenger plane

skids off runway
JAKARTA, 20 Dec— A passenger planebel onging
to Indonesia's Mandala Airlines skidded off a
slippery runway during alanding in the East Java
Town of Malang on Monday, but no one was
injured in theincident. The Boeing 737-200 with
77 passengers onboard had itslanding gear broken
after the incident at the Abdul Rachman Saleh
Airport, reported thenational Antaranewsagency.
The airport’s runway measures only 1,800
metresor below theideal length of 2,300 metres, it
said.—MNA/Xinhua

Seven killed in road accident

in N-W Bangladesh

DHaka, 20 Dec — Seven traders were killed
and six others injured as an onion-laden truck
bound for the capital Dhaka overturned in
northwesternBangladeshearly Monday, local news
agency UNB reported. All theoniontradershailed
from western Kushtia District.

According to UNB, one of the front wheels of
the Dhaka-boundtruck from Kushtiagot digjcinted,
and the lorry turned turtle on the road in
northwestern Siragjganj District in the early morn-
ing, killing six people on the spot. Among the
injured, one died at hospital. — MNA/Xinhua

Two children dieas gas cylinder
explodesin Pakistan

IsLamaBaDp, 20 Dec— Two children were burnt
to death and three others badly injured on Tuesday
whenagascylinder explodedinahousenear eastern
Pakistani town Chiniot, local media reported.

The gas cylinder, which had been leaking all
night, exploded on Tuesday morning when the
houseowner litamatchto cook breakfast, according
to the state-run Associated Press of Pakistan.

Theaccident occurred at theoutskirtsof Chiniot,
some 130 kilometreswest of Lahore, the capital of
Punjab Province.

MNA/Xinhua
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' The amendment of any provision of the constitution is \
asimportant asthelifeblood of the nation

Y ANGON, 22 Dec— Thefollowing is a translation of
the proposals on laying down detailed basic principles
for Chapters “ Amendment of the Constitution” , “ Sate
Flag, State Seal, National Anthem and the Capital”,
“Transitory Provisions’ and “ General Provisions’ to
be included in drafting the State Constitution made by
Shan Sate Kokang Democratic Party at the Plenary
Session of the National Convention held at Pyidaungsu
Hall of Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Township,
Yangon Division, yesterday.

| wish you al, Mr Chairman and members of the
panel of chairmen, the Chairman of National Convention
Convening Commission and members, the Chairman of
National Convention Convening Work Committee and
members, the Chairman of National Convention
Convening Management Committee and members and
delegates health and happiness.

| am U Khaung Daing, a National Convention
delegate of the Shan State Kokang Democratic Party.
Amendment of the Constitution
Mr Chairman,

We are in support of adopting the para 1 (a), (b)
concerning the meansto amend the constitution, the para
2theamendment of theconstitutiononly at the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw, and the para 3 the percentage of MPs required
for an amendment as detailed basic principles.

Mr Chairman,

We find that the para 4 states as follows:

“ (@) Theadopted provisionsof the State Fundamental
Principles, the State Structure, the Formation
of Legislature, the Formation of Executive, the
Formation of Judiciary, and the State of
Emergency shall be amended with the prior
approval of more than 75 per cent of al the
membersof the PyidaungsuHluttaw, inanation-
wide referendum only with a majority vote of
more than half of those who have the right to
vote.

“(b) Provisions other than those mentioned in the
paragraph (@) shal be amended only with a
majority vote of morethan 75 per cent of all the
members of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.

“(c) Articlesthat are concerned with or inclusivein
Chapters stated in the paragraph (a) shall be
prescribed when the Constitution is drafted.”

Mr Chairman,

Wewould liketo present our opinion concerningthe

subparas (a), (b) and (c) of the para 4.

As Myanmar is an agro-\
based nation, the colour green
that stands for peace and
tranquillity and lush and
ver dant environment should be
used. In addition, yellow that
depictssolidarity, harmony,re-
consolidation and love and
unity of all the national races
should be used in the Flag.
Moreover, red, which means
valour and decisiveness, should
also be portrayed.

.
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After the establishment of an independent state, a
constitution is promulgated. But constitutional
amendments in connection with some of the adopted
provisions will have to be made due to certain reasons
or if and when necessary. The amendment of any
provision of the constitution is as important as the
lifeblood of the nation. Instead of amending the
constitution with the referendum or over 75 per cent of
the members of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in accord with
the stipulations of the Constitution, a detailed basic
principle should be adopted to amend the constitution if
over 50 percent of themembersof therespectiveHluttaws
proposed to do so.

Hence, we would like to suggest to adopt the said
detailed basic principle as follows,

“ (@) Theadopted provisionsof the State Fundamental
Principles, the State Structure, the Formation
of Legidature, the Formation of Executive, the
Formation of Judiciary, and the State of
Emergency shall be amended with the prior
approval of more than 50 per cent of al the
membersof the PyidaungsuHluttaw, inanation-
wide referendum only with a majority vote of
more than half of those who have the right to
vote.

“(b) Provisions other than those mentioned in the
paragraph (@) shall be amended only with a
majority vote of morethan 50 per cent of all the
members of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.

“(c) Articlesthat are concerned with or inclusivein
Chapters stated in the paragraph (a) shall be
prescribed when drafting the Constitution.”

StateFlag, StateSeal, National AnthemandtheCapital
Mr Chairman and delegates,

I will now discussthechapter “ StateFlag, State Seal
National Anthem and the Capital”.

Itistruethat every independent and sovereignworld
nation hasitsown State Flag, State Seal, National Anthem
and the Capital. We a so have our own. It is appropriate
to have procedures and rulesin connection with the State
Flag and to prescribe punishments for offences in the
separate law.

Mr Chairman,

The prescriptions and the colour of the State Flag of
our nation mostly depend on her history and objective
conditions of her national races. According to the 1947
Constitution, we used the National Flag that was
rectangular in shape and red in colour with a canton of
dark blue. In the canton were a five-pointed large white
star with five smaller stars between the points.

Mr Chairman,

Accordingtotheclarificationof theWork Committee
Chairman, we have come to know that the colour blue
representing peace, tranquillity and stability used in the
State Flag in accord with the 1947 Constitution and the
1974 Constitution will not be used in the coming State
Flag.

Mr Chairman,

As Myanmar is an agro-based nation, the colour
green that stands for peace and tranquillity and lush and
verdant environment should be used. In addition, yellow
that depicts solidarity, harmony, re-consolidation and
love and unity of all the national races should be used in
the Flag. Moreover, red, which means valour and
decisiveness, should aso be portrayed.

As the Work Committee Chairman’s explanations
concerning the State Seal, National Anthem and the
Capital are comprehensive and realistic and in accord
with the historical conditions, we have no further
suggestions concerning them.

The detailed basic principles “ The State Seal shall
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beasshownbelow” , “The present National Anthem shall
be prescribed as the National Anthem” and “The capital
of the Stateis Nay Pyi Taw” should be adopted.
Transitory Provisions

| will now discuss our proposal concerning the
chapter “Transitory Provisions’. In most of the world
nations, in formulating a State Constitution, the situation
of a nation before the Constitution does not come into
forceissomewhat different fromthat after theConstitution
comesintoforce. Itis, indeed, transition fromonesystem
to another. In the process, there follow changes in the
major pillars—Ilegislation, execution and jurisdiction—
and economic and social infrastructures during the
transitional period.

Itisrequiredto prescribetransitory provisionsinthe
State Constitution to ensure continuous exercise of State
sovereign powersaswell asdutiesand responsibilitiesto
be carried out during the transitiona period. It is found
that the State Constitutions of the nations of the world
carry transitory provisions, and sodothe 1947 Constitution
and the 1974 Constitution of Myanmar. And Article 195
of the 1974 Constitution says, “This Constitution shall
comeintoforcethroughout the Union after itsadoptionin
a nationwide referendum by more than half of all the
people who have the right to vote”.

Mr Chairman,

The nation at present isin the process of building a
democratic state. A referendum will be held nationwide
after the adoption of all the fundamental principles and
detailed basic principles. Free and fair elections will be
held to elect MPs; Hluttaw meetings will be held in
accord with the Congtitution; the leaders of the State
elected by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, and the government
and the administrative bodies formed by the Hluttaws
will build a new modern and developed democratic
nation. It is proper to hold a nationwide referendum to
adopt the Constitution.

The Work Committee Chairman’s clarification
concerning the paras 1 and 2 in connection with the
coming into force of the Constitution, the exercising of
the State power during the interval between the coming
intoforceof thisConstitution and theday thefirst session
of the Pyidaungsu Hlutaw is convened; the para 5 in
connection with the existing law should be adopted.

Mr Chairman,

The para 6 concerning the continued existence of
rules, regulations, bye-laws, notifications, orders,
directives and procedures, the para 7 concerning the
judicial cases, andthe para8 concerning the State service
personnel areinaccordwiththenation’ scurrent situations.
They should be adopted as detailed basic principles.

(See page 7)
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' The point “ State constitution isthe basic law of the laws of
the State” should be adopted as a detailed basic principle
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Y ANGON, 22 Dec—Thefollowingisatranslation
of theproposals on layingdowndetailedbasicprinciples
for Chapters “ Amendment of the Constitution” , “ State
Flag, Sate Seal, National Anthem and the Capital”,
“Transitory Provisions’ and “ General Provisions’ to
be included in drafting the State Constitution made by
Mro (or) Khami National Solidarity Organization at the
Plenary Session of the National Convention held at
Pyidaungsu Hall of Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby
Township, Yangon Division, yesterday.

Mr Chairman and membersof the Panel of chairmen,
the chairman and members of the National Convention
Convening Commission, the chairman and members of
theNCC Work Committee, thechairman and membersof
the NCC Management Committee and NC delegates, |
extended my greetingsto you all.

| amrepresentative U Maung Pein (a) U KhinMaung
Thein of the Mro (or) Khami National Solidarity
Organization of Rakhine State.

May you delegates be blessed with physical and
mental wellbeing.

Mr Chairman,

At the plenary session of the National Convention
held on 10 and 13 November 2006, the chairman of the
Work Committee explained points about the Chapter
“ Amendment of the State Constitution” to beincludedin
the State constitution.

Mr Chairman,

The nation after adopting and promulgating the
Constitutionwill haveto makeamendmentsasnecessary
depending on time and situation. Some nations use two
methods to make amendments to the constitution
concerned.

Thefirst method isto hold areferendum to make an
amendment to some provisions of the Constitution with
theapproval of 75 per cent or two-thirdsof theMPs. Inthe
Union of Myanmar also, the topic has been provided asa
separate Chapter in both the 1947 Constitution and the
1974 Constitution.

If therearisesamatter to amend the Constitution, the
method of amendment should bedesignated. Themethod
isthat every proposal for an amendment should beinthe
form of aBill, and that the Bill should contain no other
proposals.

Mr Chairman,

Itisrequiredtoprescribeaprincipleto designate
the Hluttaw at which a bill shall be initiated. Some
countries prescribe that one of the two Hluttaws
shall initiate a bill. Section 209 (1) of the 1947
Constitution stated, “Such Bill may be initiated in
either Chamber of Parliament.” And in the 1974
Constitution there was only one Hluttaw, and it was
stated as follows:

(c) Membersof the Pyithu Hluttaw may submit to

the Pyithu Hluttaw motions for amending this
Constitution.
If aPeople’ sCouncil wishesto submitamotion
for amending this Constitution, such a motion
shall be submitted stage by stage from the
lower to the higher levels and finally to the
Pyithu Hluttaw.

The new Constitution will havetwo Hluttaws— the
PyithuHluttaw and theAmyothaHIuttaw. ThePyidaungsu
Hluttaw comprises the said two Hluttaws. Only the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw will draft billsand promulgatelaws.
So, the detailed basic principle “ Such Bill to amend the
Constitutionmay beinitiatedinthe Pyidaungsu Hluttaw”
should be adopted.

Mr Chairman,

Instead of submitting the Bill directly to the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, there should be astipulation, and
the submission of the Bill should bein accord with the
provisions. Therefore, the point the Work Committee
clarified that “The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall accept
the Bill to amend the Constitution for consideration, if
20 per cent of all the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw members
submit it” should be adopted as a detailed basic
principle.

Mr Chairman,

Regarding the points proposed for the Chapter
“ Amendment of the State Constitution”, | would like to
make a suggestion for sub-paras (a), (b) and (c) of the
paragraph (4) the Work Committee chairman presented.

The para (a) says “The adopted provisions of the
State Fundamental Principles, the State Structure, the
Formation of Legislature, the Formation of Executive,
the Formation of Judiciary, and the State of Emergency
shall be amended with the prior approval of morethan 75

(d)

U Maung
Pein (a)
U Khin
Maung
. Thein of
the Mro

per cent of al themembersof the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, in
a nation-wide referendum only with a majority vote of
more than half of those who have the right to vote.

According to the constitutions of some nations and
the 1974 constitution of Myanmar, if need arisesto make
amendments to the State constitution, the provisions,
except themain articlesand provisions, shall beamended
with the approval of at least 75 per cent of the number of
the members of the Pyithu Hiluttaw.

Mr Chairman,

Regarding the procedures to make amendments to
the State constitution, some nations prescribe two ways
intheir constitutions. Thefirstisthat someprovisionsare
amended with theapproval of 75 per cent or two-thirdsof
themembersof the PyithuHIuttaw through areferendum.

The sub-paras (a), (b) and (c) of para (4) the Work
Committeechairmanexplainedregardingtheamendments
to theforthcoming State constitution are appropriate. So,
we do not make any suggestions about them.
StateFlag, StateSeal, National AnthemandtheCapital
Mr Chairman and NC delegates,

At the plenary session of the National Convention,
the Work Committee chairman clarified the detailed
basic principles that should be adopted for the Chapter
“ StateFlag, State Seal, National AnthemandtheCapital”.

(See page 8)

The amendment of any
provision of ...

(from page 6)
General Provisions
Mr Chairman,

| will now discussthechapter “ General Provisions”.

In his clarification, the Work Committee Chairman
said,“ A Condtitutionisthemainlawthat reflectsanation’s
history and portraysthestructureof that nation. M oreover,
the Constitution is the main pillar of the laws of anation
stipulating the sharing of the three branches of power —
thelegidative power, the executive power and thejudicial
power — andthepolitical and economic system. Henceall
the laws of a nation should be in conformity with the
Congtitution. In the 1974 Constitution of our nation and
constitutions of some nations, it is stated that the
Congtitution isthe basic law of laws of the State.”

Mr Chairman,

The para 1 which states that the Constitution is the
basiclaw of lawsof the State; thepara2, which statesthat
Myanmar languageistheofficial language, and the paras
3, 4 and 5 which say that all interpretations concerning
the Constitution should bein Myanmar areappropriateto
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be adopted as detailed basic principles.

The para 6 “A Myanmar manuscript of this
Constitution shall be kept at the National Archives. The
manuscript shall beconclusiveevidenceof theprovisions
of this Constitution” should be adopted.

As regards the para 6, we would like to give a
suggestion. Myanmar isformed with Regionsand States
and sel f-administered areaswhere various national races
areliving. Therearenational raceswho arenot skilledin
Myanmar literature and language. Moreover, some areas
of the nation are far away from the place where the
National Archives is located. Hence, copies of the
Constitution that are trandated into the languages of
various national races will surely be required. The
government should enact necessary law to keep the
translated copies of the Constitution at the respective
Regions, States and self-administered areas.

Mr Chairman,

The para 7 says as follows:

“In theinterest of the State, the Union Government
may permit—

“(a) Region or State government,

“(b) a cooperative society or aperson to run any of
economicenterprises, whichareprescribedto beoperated
solely by the Union Government, through ajoint-venture
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systemwiththeUnion Government or under agreements”
and the para 8 states, “The Union of Myanmar shall
honour all legitimateobligationsarisingout of any treaties
or agreements which before the commencement of this
Constitution were in force between the Government of
Myanmar and the Government of any other State, provided
that such other State honours any reciprocal obligations
towardstheUnionof Myanmar” . AstheWork Committee
Chairman explained the two paraswith high vision, they
should be adopted.

Thesubparas(a) and (b) of thepara9 ensuresthat the
Republic of the Union of Myanmar may sue and may be
sued. TheparalOand subparas(a), (b), (c), (d) and(e) and
the para 11 concern the Constitutional Tribunal and the
paras 12, 13, 14 and 15 the term of the Constitutional
Tribunal. They are appropriate to be adopted as detailed
basic principles.

We have studied the paras from 16 to 26 and found
no further suggestions concerning them. Hence, they
should beadopted asdetail ed basic principles. | concluded
my proposal sinreadingtheWork Committee Chairman’s
explanations concerning the chapters “Amendment of
the Constitution”, “State Flag, State Seal, National
Anthem, Capital, “Transitory Provisions’ and “ General
Provisions’.—MNA
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Thepoint “ Stateconstitution
Isthe...

(from page 7)

Inhisexplanation, hesaidthat every independent
and sovereign nation hasits own specific State Flag,
State Seal, National Anthem and the Capital. Some
nations stated them in the Constitution and in some
nations, thelegidlativeassembly promul gatesseparate
laws concerning them.

Healso said that mostly, provisionsconcerning
the State Flag focus on the means to stipulate and
design it. Procedures and rules in connection with
the State Flag and punishments for offences are
prescribed in the separate law enacted by the
legislative assembly.

He said that the stipulation of the State Flag
mostly depend on history of a nation. Colours
including white, red, blue, green, yellow, orange etc
are used in the State Flagsin accord with the history
of anation.

Hediscussed thefactsabout the sizeand colours
to be portrayed in the State Flag referring to the
Section 215 of the 1947 constitution of Myanmar.

He said that the 1947 constitution and the 1974
constitution prescribed red, white and blue colours
for the State Flag; and that it has been constantly
believedthat red standsfor courageand decisiveness,
white for purity and blue for peace, tranquillity and
stability.

Mr Chairman,

The Work Committee chairman said that the
detailed basic principle has been adopted that “No
part of the territory of the Union shall ever secede
from the Union.” Asall the national races areliving
through thick and thinand in unity, abigwhitestar in
an upward position representing the Union should be
portrayed in the State Flag.

AsMyanmar is an agro-based nation, the colour
green that standsfor peace and tranquillity and lush
and verdant environment should be used. In addition,
yellow that depicts solidarity, harmony, re-
consolidation and love and unity of all the national
races should be used in the Flag. In some countries,
yellow is a royal colour representing the glory.
Moreover, red, which meansval our and decisiveness,
should also be portrayed. Asthe said three colours—
green, yellow and red— portray thenation’ sobjective
conditions and national unity, the Flag should be
marked with green, yellow and red stripes in a
proportionateratio. Ontheleft end of the green stripe
at thetop should beabig whitestar directing upwards
in the State Flag.

Mr Chairman,

Wenoticedthat hisclarificationwasin conformity
with the forthcoming State constitution and the
geographical features of the nation.

So, we will not deal with the State Flag, State
Seal, National Anthem and Capital and these points
should be adopted as detailed basic principles.

Transitory Provisions
Mr Chairman and NC delegates,

The Work Committee chairman also explained
the detailed basic principles that should be adopted
for the Chapter “ Transitory Provisions”.

He said that in formul ating a State Constitution,
the situation of anation before the Constitution does
not comeinto forceis somewhat different from that
after the Constitution comesintoforce. It is, indeed,
transitionfromonesystemto another. Intheprocess,
therefollow changesinthemajor pillars—legislation,
executionandjurisdiction—and economicand social
infrastructures during the transitional period.

He added that the State Constitutions of other
nations, and the 1947 constitution and the 1974
constitution of Myanmar carry transitory provisions.

We noticed that he clarified the eight points

covering the coming into force of the Constitution,

- the continuing of exercising State
sovereignty during theinterval betweenthe
coming into force of this Constitution and
the day the first session of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw is convened,

- the work done by the State Peace and
Development Council to bring the
Congtitutionintoforceuntil the Constitution
comes into force,

- thedevolving of al policy guidelines, laws,
rules, regulations, notifications,
proclamations, measures, responsibilities
and rights of the State,

- existing laws,

- existing rules, regulations, bye-laws,
notifications, orders, directives,

- the cases pending in all courts existing on
thedate of the cominginto operation of this
Constitution, and

- all functioning State service personnel.

So, wewould like to make no suggestions about
these points, and suggest that they shoul d be adopted
as detailed basic principles.

General Provisions
Mr Chairman and NC delegates,

Now, | would liketo present our views about the
Work Committee chairman’s clarification to the
detailed basic principles for the Chapter “ General
Provision”.

Mr Chairman,

A Constitution is the main law of a nation that
reflectsthe history and portrays the structure of that
nation. Moreover, the Constitutionisthemain pillar
of the laws of a nation stipulating the sharing of the
three branches of power — thelegislative power, the
executive power and the judicial power — and the
political and economic system. Thus, all the laws of
anationshouldbeinconformity withtheConstitution.

In the 1974 Constitution of our nation and
constitutions of some nations, it is stated that the
Constitution is the basic law of laws of the State.

So, the point “ State constitution isthe basic law

A Constitution isthemain law of a nation that reflectsthe
history and portraysthestructureof that nation. M oreover,
the Constitution is the main pillar of the laws of a nation
stipulating the sharing of thethreebranchesof power —the
legislative power, theexecutivepower and thejudicial power
— and the political and economic system. Thus, all thelaws
Lof a nation should bein conformity with the Constitution.
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In formulating a State

Congtitution, the situation of a
nation before the Constitution
does not come into force is
somewhat different from that
after the Constitution comesinto
force.ltis indeed,transitionfrom
one system to another. In the
process, there follow changesin
the major pillars—Ilegislation,
execution and jurisdiction—and
economic and social infra-
structuresduringthetransitional
\period.

J

of the laws of the State” should be adopted as a
detailed basic principle.
Mr Chairman,

We conducted a careful study on the Work
Committee chairman’s clarification to—

- thedesignation of Myanmar language asthe

official language,

- interpretation of the expressions contained
inthis Constitution based only on Myanmar
text when need arises,

- interpretation of the expressions stipul ated
in this Constitution,

- the statement that the manuscript shall be
conclusive evidence of the provisions of
this Constitution,

- the economic sector while the basic
principles were adopted for designating
policies of the State,

- the treaties or agreements signed between
the government of the Union of Myanmar
and the governments of other countries in
the post-independence period,

- any contracts or liabilities signed between
the government of the Union of Myanmar
and the governments of other countries
beforethe State constitute comesinto force,

- the establishment of the Constitutional
Tribunal,

- theformation of the Constitutional Tribunal,
appointment of members, designation of its
members' required qualifications, the term
of the Constitutional Tribunal, assigning
duties to the members, being loyal to the
State, and functions of the Constitutional
Tribunal.

Here, we noticed that he presented acollection of
26 points that should be adopted as detailed basic
principlesfor theChapter “ General Provisions’. These
points are found appropriate and so we would like to
make no suggestions about them and supported them.
Mr Chairman and NC delegates,

This NC plenary session, upholding Our Three
Main National Causes, we have made suggestions
about the Chapter “ Amendment of the Constitution”,
Chapter “ State Flag, State Seal, National Anthem and
the Capital”, Chapter “Transitory Provisions’ and
Chapter “General Provisions’ to be included in the
State Constitution. Mr Chairman and membersof the
Panel of chairmen, the chairman and members of the
National Convention Convening Commission, the
chairman and membersof theNCC Work Committee,
the chairman and members of the NCC Management
Committee and NC delegates, | wish you all in
physical and mental wellbeing.—MNA



General ThuraShweMann...

(from page 16)
Senior General at the de-
partment, implementa-
tion of the guidance
given by the Senior Gen-
eral during hisinspection
tour, and progress in
compilation of the book
on Myanma herbal
plants.

Director-General Dr
Thein Tun of Medical
Research Department
(Upper Myanmar)
briefed them on strength
of the staff, sending of
personnel to internal and
external training courses
for their further studies,
coordination with tradi-
tional practitioners for

doing research on tradi-
tional medicines, other
research works being
conducted with the as-
sistance of the WHO and
future tasks.

After hearing the re-
ports, General Thura
Shwe Mann gave in-
structions on collection
of Myanma herbal plants
and conducting research
works. Next, he in-
spected various species
of herbal plants at the
plantation. The General
also viewed other
Myanma herbal plants at
the nursery.

At the hall of
PyinOoLwin Pharma-

ceutical Factory
(Project) of Myanma
Pharmaceutical Indus-
tries of the Ministry of
Industry-1, Minister for
Industry-1 U Aung
Thaung reported to
General Thura Shwe
Mann on implementa-
tion of the guidance
given by the Senior
Genera on his inspec-
tion tour to complete the
project tasks in Decem-
ber 2006, produce medi-
cines meeting the set
standards, take care of
medicines standard, re-
duce production cost,
and manufacture potent
traditional medicines in
cooperation with the
Medical Research De-
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General Thura Shwe Mann inspects PyinOoLwin Pharmaceutical |

Factory.—mna

partment
Myanmar).
General Thura Shwe

(Upper

Mann heard reports on
running of the factory at
full capacity, availability

General Thura Shwe Mann hearsreportsof Mmlster for Health Dr Kyaw Mylnt —MNA

of raw materials, ratio of
possible cost to income,
and gave necessary in-
structions.

Next, General Thura
Shwe Mann and party
inspected production
units and production
process. PyinOolLwin
Pharmaceutical Factory
commenced its produc-
tion of tablet, capsule,
lotion, liquid and pow-
der medicines.

On completion of the
project, the factory will
manufacture and distrib-
ute 213 kinds of tablet,
capsule, lotion, liquid,
powder, vaccine and in-
jection. — MNA

Water Treatment Plant commissioned 1nto service

YANGON, 22 Dec —
Accompanied by Chair-
man of Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Y angon Command Brig-
Gen Hla Htay Win and
Chairman of Y angon City
Development Committee
Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin, Lt-Gen Myint
Swe of the Ministry of
Defence attended a cer-
emony to open the Water
Treatment Plant built by
Engineering Department
(Water and Sanitation) of
Y CDCat Thanlyetsoon of
Botahtaung Townshipthis
morning.

Also present on the
occasion were Joint Sec-
retary of YCDC U Aung
Than Win and committee
members, Head of the
Engineering Department
(Water and Sanitation) Dr
Tun Than Tun, officials
and guests.
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First, the commander
and the mayor formally
opened the Water Treat-
ment Plant.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe
unveiled the signboard of
the plant.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen
Myint Swe, the com-
mander, the mayor and
guestsinspectedtheplant.

&

At the briefing hall,
Head of the department
DrTunThanTunreported
on construction of the
water treatment plant.
Next, the mayor pre-
sented gifts to Lt-Gen
Myint Swe and the com-
mander.

In accord with the
guidance of the Head of

State, the work commit-
teewasformed on 1 Janu-
ary 2003 to release sew-
age into Yangon River
through activated sludge
process system. The im-
plementation of theWater
Treatment Plant Project
commenced on 12 April
2003 and its test-run
started on 17 January

2005.
Theplantwasbuiltfor
throwing sewerage not
only from six townships
of Yangon but also from
private sewerage tanks.
The plant that can treat
about 3milliongallonsof
sewerage daily was built
by Myanmar engineers
and other technicians,

Lt-Gen Myint Swe and o ff|C|aIS|nspect Water Treatment Plant.—mna
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spending US$ 0.96 mil-
lion and K 2065.7 mil-
lion.

The plant can reduce
94 per cent of biochemi-
cal oxygen demand and
98 per cent of suspended
solid in the sewerage,
and it can prevent water
pollution in Yangon
River. — MNA
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Plenary Session of National...

(from page 16)
at Pyidaungsu Hall of
Nyaunghnapin Camp in

Hmawby  Township,
Y angon Division, at 9 am
today.

Present on the occa
sion were Chairman of the
National Convention Con-
vening Commission Sec-
retary-1 of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Thein Sein and
Commission members,
Chairman of the National
Convention Convening
Work Committee Chief
Justice U Aung Toe and
Work Committee mem-
bers, Chairman of the Na-
tional Convention Con-
vening Management Com-
mittee Auditor-General
Maj-Gen Lun Maung and
Management Committee
members, chairmen and
officials of subcommit-
tees, delegates of political
parties National Unity
Party, Union Pa-O Na-
tional Organization, Shan
State Kokang Democratic
Party, Mro (or) Khami
National Solidarity Or-
ganization, Lahu National
Development Party, Union
Kayin League, Kokang
Democracy and Unity
Party and Wa National
Development Party, repre-
sentatives-elect of Na-
tional Unity Party and
Mro (or) Khami National
Solidarity Organization,
independent representa-
tives, delegates of national
races from Kachin, Kayah,
Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South),
Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago,
Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions, delegates of
peasants from Kachin,
Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South),
Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago,

23-12-06NL 10

Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions, delegates of in-
tellectuals and intelligent-
sia, delegates of workers
from Kachin, Kayah,
Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South),
Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago,
Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions, delegates of
State Service Personnel
from the State Peace and
Development Council Of-
fice, the President Office,
the Pyithu Hluttaw Office,
the Government Office,
the Supreme Court, the
Attorney-Generd’s Office,
the Auditor-General’s Of -
fice, the Multi-party De-
mocracy General Election
Commission Office, the
Civil Service Selection
and Training Board, the
Y angon City Development
Committee, the Mandalay
City Development Com-
mittee and ministries,
other invited delegates,
delegates from Shan State
(North) Specia Region-1,
Shan State (North) Specid
Region-2, Shan State
(North) Special Region-3,
Shan State (East) Special
Region-4, Shan State
(North) Special Region-5,
Shan State (South) Special
Region-6, Kachin State
Specia Region-1, Kachin
State Special Region-2,
Kayah State Special Re-
gion-1, Kayah State Spe-
cial Region-2, Kayah State
Specia Region-3, Kayinni
National Democratic Party
(KNDP) (Dragon) Group,
Kayinni Nationa Progres-
sive Party (KNPP) (Hoya),
Kayinni National Unity
and Solidarity Organiza-
tion (Ka Ma Sa Nya),
Democratic Kayin Bud-
dhist Organization
(DKBA) and
Haungthayaw Special Re-
gion Group, Nyeinchanyay

Myothit Group from Hpa-
an Township of Kayin
State, Burma Communist
Party (Rakhine State
Group), Arakan Army
(AA), Homein Region De-
velopment and Welfare
Group, Shwepyiaye
(MTA), Manpan Peopl€e's
Militia Group, Mon Peace
Group (Chaungchi Re-
gion) and Mon Na Seik
Chan Group that had ex-
changed arms for peace.
Before the Plenary
Session of the National
Convention, Chairman of
the NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-
Gen Thein Sein and Com-
mission members, Chair-
man of the NCCWC Chief
Justice U Aung Toe and
Work Committee mem-
bers, Chairman of the
NCCMC Auditor-General
Maj-Gen Lun Maung and
Management Committee
members, chairmen and
officials of the subcommit-
tees, delegates of political
parties, representatives-
elect, delegates of the
National Races, Peasants,
Workers, Intellectuals and
Intelligentsia, State Serv-
ice Personnel, and Other
Invited Persons, signed at-

tendance books at
Pyidaungsu Hall and the
recreation hall.

U Saw Philip (a) U
Philip Sam of Delegate
Group of Political Parties
presided over the Plenary
Session of the National
Convention together with
Member of NCCWC U
Myo Thant (Maung Hsu
Shin), U Maung Gyi of
Delegate Group of Repre-
sentatives-elect, U Maung
Hla (8 U Hla Myint of
Delegate Group of Na-
tional Races, U Kan Nyunt
of Delegate Group of
Peasants, U Kyaw Win
Tun of Delegate Group of
Workers, Dr Maung
Maung Wint of Delegate
Group of Intellectuals and
Intelligentsia, and U Tin
Kha of Delegate Group of
State Service Personnel

Chairman of NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein, commission members and del egat attend the plenary session of the National Convention.—mna

and Dr Manan Tu Ja of
Delegate Group of Other
Invited Persons.

Director (Meeting)
U Than Aung of NCCWC
Office acted as Master of
Ceremonies and Deputy
Director U Aung Kyi as
co-MC.

The MC declared the
start of meeting as 1,065
out of 1,080 delegates
were in attendance, ac-
counting for 98.61 per
cent, and the plenary ses-
sion commenced with the
permission of the meeting
chairman.

Delegates presented
proposals of Lahu Na-
tional Development Party,
Union Kayin League,
Kokang Democracy and
Unity Party and Wa Na
tional Development Party
of Delegate Group of Po-
litical Parties on laying
down detailed basic prin-
ciples for Chapters
“Amendment of the Con-
stitution”, “State Flag,
State Seal, National An-
them and the Capital”,
“Transitory Provisions’
and “General Provisions’
in drafting the State Con-
gtitution. First, Delegate U
Kya Har Shel presented
proposals of Lahu National
Development Party.

Next, U Saw San
Shwe of Union Kayin
League presented the
league's proposals and the
Plenary Session took a
break at 10 am.

When the Plenary
Session resumed at 10.15
am, U Khin Maung Aye
of Kokang Democracy and
Unity Party presented pro-
posals of the party.

Afterwards, U Nyi
Palok of Wa National De-
velopment Party presented
proposals of the party. The
Plenary Session went into
recess at 11 am.

(The proposals will
be reported.)

The Plenary Session
continues on 26 December
(Tuesday) at 1 pm.—MNA

7/30/18, 10:27 PM

[ EM sendsfdlicitationsto |
Japanese counter part

NAY Pvi Taw, 23 Dec— Ontheoccasion of the
birthday of His Magesty Akihito, Emperor of Japan,
whichfalson 23 December 2006, U NyanWin, Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, hassent a
message of felicitationsto His Excellency Mr Taro Aso,
\Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan. — MNA

J

Proposalsto be published

Y ANGON, 22 Dec— Proposals of Lahu National
Development Party, Union Kayin League, Kokang De-
mocracy and Unity Party and WaNational Development
Party of the Del egate Group of Political Partieson laying
down detailed basic principles for Chapters “Amend-
ment of the Constitution”, “ State Flag, State Seal, Na-
tional Anthem and the Capital”, “ Transitory Provisions’
and “Genera Provisions’ to beincluded in drafting the
State Constitution made at the Plenary Session of the
National Convention held at Pyidaungsu Hall of
Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Township, Y angon
Division, today, will be published in dailies—MNA

4 . . N\
From Patriotism Onward

*  Patriotism
Held over head
Forever
Hands held in unison
To establish
It’sour duty
Asalways
Hands held together
Maintain forever.

*  Objective
Unfazed
Totakeyour part
And | mine
Tread correct path
Toarriveat
In high regard
Do your duty
Not losing sight

* Convention
Tobein good stead
While deliberating
You haveyour part
And | mine
In competition
Hands held helpfully
Together, in unison
All smiles.

Po Yan Naing (Kyauk Kyi) (Trs)
(Hailing the National Convention))
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Minister for Commerce attends 50th Anniversary of
Sino-Myanmar Gathering in Yunnan Province

Nay Pvi Taw, 22 Dec
— A ceremony to unveil
the bronze plague of the
monument of Sino-
Myanmar friendship tree
in commemoration of the
50th Anniversary of Sino-
Myanmar Gathering was
held at in the compound
of Mangshi Hotel in
Mangshi of Dehong
AutonomousPrefecturein
Yunnan Province on 16
December morning.

Present on the
occasionwereMinister for
Commerce of the Union
of Myanmar Brig-GenTin
Naing Thein, Deputy
Minister for Progress of
Border AreasandNational
Races and Development
Affairs Col Tin Ngwe,
Myanmar Ambassador to
the People’s Republic of
China U Thein Lwin,

Ngwe and party and the
Officiating Governor of
Y unnanProvinceandparty
cut the ribbon to open the
museum in comme-
moration of the 50th
Anniversary of Sino-
Myanmar Gathering. They
viewed the documentary
photosinthe museum.

Afterwards, the
festivities to mark the
gathering commenced
with hoisting of the State
Flag of the Union of
Myanmar at the Mangshi
Square.

On the occasion,
Minister for Commerce
Brig-GenTinNaingThein
delivered an address,
saying that Myanmar and
China have been
cementing friendly ties
sinceyore.Myanmarisone
of the countries that early

China at the invitation of
ChinesePresidentMr Jiang
Zemin. Incommemoration
of the Golden Jubilee of
Founding the China-
Myanmar Diplomatic
Relations, Vice-Chairman
of the State Peace and
Development Council
Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye and Vice-
President of the People’s
Republic of China (now
President) Mr Hu Jintao
exchangedgoodwill visits.
Furthermore,  Prime
Minister General SoeWin
attended the Com-
memorative  Summit
Marking the 15th
Anniversary of ASEAN-
China Dialogue Relations
heldinNanningof thePRC
and called on the Chinese
Premier.

Exchanging goodwill

i =
-
L

Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen Tin Naing Thein receives the Officiating Governor of Yunnan Province—mnNa

Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen Tin Naing Thein

and party visit the
museum to mark the50th Anniversary of Sino-Myanmar Gathering.—mNA

Y unnan Province
practises neighbouring
diplomacy laid down by
the Centra Government
of the People’'s Republic
of China for further
strengthening Phaukphaw

Consul-General of the
Union of Myanmar to
China U Myo Tint and
officials, members of the
Myanmar delegation,
responsiblepersonsof the
Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and
Industry, the Officiating
Governor of Yunnan
Province and officials,
Chinese Ambassador Mr
Guan Mu, Chinese
traditional cultura troupes
and national races of
Myanmar.

First, the Minister for
Commerce and the
Officiating Governor of
Y unnan Province un-
veiled the bronze plaque.

Next, Minister Brig-
Gen Tin Naing Thein,
Deputy Minister Col Tin

23-12-06NL 11

recognizedthefounding of
the People’'s Republic of
Chinaon 1 October 1949.
Inaddition, thediplomatic
relations were formally
established by the two
countries in 1950.

In June 1954, Chinese
Premier Mr Chou En-la
paid agoodwill visittothe
Union of Myanmar and
declared ajoint statement
on five principles of
peaceful coexistence
together withtheMyanmar
leaders.

In the recent years,
leaders of the both
countries have exchanged
goodwill visits. In January
2003, Chairman of the
State Peace and
Development Council
Senior Genera ThanShwe
paid a goodwill visit to

visits of both leaders have
been contributing towards
further cementing of
friendly relations between
Myanmar and China.
Progress of economic
cooperation between
Myanmar and China can
be witnessed as over 30
economic agreements
weresignedduringlasttwo
years.

In conclusion, the
minister said he believed
the ceremony to mark the
get-togetherwill contribute
muchtofurther cementing
the relationship between
Myanmar and China and
the people of both
countries.

Next, the Officiating
Governor of Yunnan
Province delivered an
address. He said that the

friendship through the
exchange of goodwill
visits between leaders of
both countries.

The ceremony ended
with entertainment of the
Chinese traditional dance
troupes.

At 2 pm, the meeting
on development of
economic and trade
development between
Myanmar and Y unnanand
the meeting on
cooperation in Myanmar-
Yunnan tourism and
cultural sectorswere held
atthecity hallinMangshi,
attended by members of
the Myanmar delegation.

On 15 December
afternoon, the Officiating
Governor of Yunnan
Province called on
Minister for Commerce

7/30/18, 10:27 PM

Brig-GenTinNaingThein
at Mangshi Hotel. Also
present at the call were
Deputy Minister for
PBANRDA Col Tin
Ngwe, Myanmar
Ambassador to China U

o -"j 1

w
: :
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Participantstaking part in traditional dancesin

Thein Lwin, Myanmar
Consul-Genera U Myo
Tint and party, Chinese
Ambassador Mr GuanMu
and officials.

In the evening, a
dinner was hosted in
honour of Minister Brig-
Gen Tin Naing Thein and
party and those who
attended the 50th
Anniversary of Sino-
Myanmar Gathering at
Mangshi Hotel.

On 14 December
evening, a press

conference on the

gathering was held at
Mangshi Hotel.
Officiasclarified the
purposeof organizingthe
gathering and replied to
the queries raised by
correspondents. — MNA

N

front of themuseumtomark the50th Anniversary
of Sino-Myanmar Gathering.—mNA
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV VASCO DA GAMA VOY NO (025)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV VASCO DA
GAMA VOY NO (025) are hereby notified that the
vessel will bearriving on 24.12.2006 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will
lieattheconsignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SINTERASIA LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Bmldmg |

A MODERN STATE
zm@ £

MY ANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

EX This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

L Tlustrated with colourful photographs.

[ Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00

Avai]ab]e at
| Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

W 381448,249031

Sl News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

Yangon &: 294306

=] Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

Myanmar Brewery L|m|ted
([:‘?eo:ngo'] slcueoom)sao comé:osago
0R$0E 39933@6@@030 8 :acont Royal Myanmar
Sa.n ChO B E O?O’)C\EOGSI C\POC§ \33%90) QQJQ\ c?(ﬂ GDC\)@ |
(0eS8e pg§(rpig0deeq eamnndolmoddie(mnponmdolasad
og)§mgoopdel Royal Myanmar San Cho B.E
cwodarden:andes: msmeosoraddze: Myanmar Brewery
Limited &1 0§3200505a855¢  a0C0p03:0m:0005006
Soopozmogos Myanmar Brewery Limited ([g§eoomqol§
0%80)0’%)330: 390%:@0’735:0%01 G@)’Jéﬁ%é Qﬁ&)méi@’) O’l:)\)é
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Venezuela receives Russia-made
helicopters

Caracas, 21 Dec—Venezuelan Defence Minister
Isaias Baduel said on Wednesday that Russian-made
helicopters had arrived in the country's military bases
in the eastern Venezuel a states of Apure and Tachira.

“These craft do not have any offensive goal. They
aremulti-usecraft. They arefor general use. They will
beusedtotransport peopleand aidtoremotelocations,”
Baduel said.

While declining to comment on thetotal number of
the new craft purchased, Baduel named the models as
the MI135, which can carry up to eight passengers, and
the MI26, a transport aircraft that can also help in
logistics. The Defence Minister said that in Tachira
there are persistent criminal activities, in some cases
on a very wide scale, caused by the violence that is
happening in Colombia.

Baduel said he had worked closely with Tachira
Governor Ronad Blanco La Cruz, and that he was
expecting apresidential decree that would reorganize
the command and control of the air units to boost
efficiency. —MNA/Xinhua

INVITATION TO TENDER

TENDER NO. 3(T) AMD (2006-2007)
1 Sealed Tendersareinvited by Agricultural M echanization Department,the
Ministry of Agricultureand Irrigation for the supply of the following storeswhich
will be purchased in Myanmar Kyats.

Bank Holiday
All Banks will be
closed on 25" December
(Monday), Christmas day
2006, being public holiday
under the Negotiable In-
struments Act.
Central Bank of Myanmar

Sr No Lot No Description Quantity
1 Lot (1) LY-16 Power Tiller parts 3000Sets
2 Lot (2) LY-16 Power Tiller Gear Box Parts ~ 3000Sets
3. Lot (3) Tool Boxes& Assy; of LY-16 P.T 3000 Sets
4, Lot (4) Standard Parts for LY-16 Power Tiller 3000 Sets
5. Lot (5) Industrial Paints 1Lot

2. Tender closing date 5.1.2007 (Friday) (16:00 HR)

3. Tender documents are available at the Factory and Research Section of

Agricultural Mechanization Department, Bayintnaung Road, Insein Township,
Y angon during the office hours.
4. For further details please cal 680959, 682046 Ext. 323

Director General
Agricultural Mechanization Department

Kenya's Jan-Nov tea output down 7%

NairoBl, 21 Dec—
Kenya produced 276
millionkilogrammesof tea
between January and
November this year,
making ashortfall of 7 per
cent from 298 million
kilogrammes recorded in
the same period last year,
tea regulators said on
Wednesday.

Inastatementissuedin
Nairobi, Tea Board of
Kenya (TBK) attributed
the decline in output to
severe drought ex-
perienced in the first
quarter of the year whose
effect wasfeltinthemajor
tea growing regions.

“Despite a reversed
output trendinthesecond
half of the year, it is
apparentthat full recovery
may not be realized by
the end of December and
thiscouldresultinaseven
per cent shortfall in tea
production compared to
last year,” the board’'s
Managing Director Sicily
Kariuki said.

Meanwhile, Kenya
registered five per cent
increase in tea output for
Novembertostandat 31.6
million kilogrammes
from 30 million
kilogrammes recorded
during the corresponding

month last year.

Kariuki attributed
increased production to
favourable  weather
conditions particularly
well distributed rainfall
experienced inthe East of
Rift. “During the month
of November 31.8million
kilogrammes worth 4.4
billion shillings (about 63
million dollars) was sold
to 33 market destinations
compared to 25 million
kilogrammesvaluedat 3.0
billion shillings (about 43
million dollars) exported
duringthesamemonthlast
year,” she said.

MNA/Xinhua

Bicycle bomb
Injuresat least
tenin SW
Pakistan

IsLamaBAD, 21 Dec—
At least 10 people were
injured Wednesday when
a bomb attached to a
bicycle exploded in
southwestern Pakistani
city of Quetta, the NNI
news agency reported
quoting the police source.

Thebicyclewasparked
in a cycle stand near a
policestationinthecentre
of Quetta, and twowomen
areamongthoseinjuredin
the blast, according to the
report.

All injured were
passers-by, among whom
two were stated to be in
critical condition, the
report said, adding that
the blast also smashed
windows of several
nearby buildings and
created panic among the
people—MNA/Xinhua

Iragi TV comedian killed in Baghdad

BacHDAD, 21 Dec—A well-known Iragi actor waskilled in eastern Baghdad on

Wednesday, an informed police source said.

“Zuhir Muhammad Rashid, was gunned down by unidentified gunmen in al-
Baladiyat neighbourhood,” the source told Xinhua on condition of anonymity.

Thekilling of Rashid, astar of al-Shargiyah TV’ s sketch show Caricature, was
thelatestinaseriesof attackson Iraqgi artists. On 20 November, Walid Hassan Jaaz
who worked with Rashid in the Caricature show, was aso killed by unknown
gunmen in western Baghdad. The show used to make fun of corrupt politicians,

guerillas and coalition forces—MNA/Xinhua
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Sony BM G pays penaltiesfor anti-privacy software

Los ANGELES, 21 Dec—Sony BMG
Music Entertainment will pay 750,000
US dallarsin civil penalties and costs
for installing anti-privacy software on

CDs which harmed

computers, California officials said on
Tuesday. The company will also
reimburse California customers whose
computerswereharmed by the software

7/30/18, 10:27 PM

customers'

withupto175doallars, giventhecustomer
providesadescription of damage caused
by the software, California Attorney
General Bill Lockyer saidinastatement.
Thelawsuit chargedthecompany with
embedding digital rights management
software on CDswithout fully informing
customers of the information, Lockyer
said—MNA/Xinhua
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Jordan's Queen Rania (R) and Princess Iman (C), dressed in kimonos, pose

Russia launches German
mily spy satellite

Moscow, 21 Dec— A German military spy satellitehasbeen launched from
thePlesetsk spacecentreinnorthern Russia, Russia’ sRiaNovosti newsagency

7 L
s reported on Tuesday.
A | .
&y i i/ 1 A Russian Cosmos 3M
2|\ o \ y! booster has successfully

put Germany’ s SAR-Lupe
satellite into orbit, the
agency quoted a
spokesman for Russia’'s
Space Forces as saying.

\
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craft,” spokesman Alexel
Kuznetsov said.

The German satellite
system is designed to
provide high-resolution
radar images to NATO
military commanders in

Europe, according to the
report.

Under acontract signed
in 2003, Russia would
launch five SAR-Lupe
satellites by 20009.

MNA/Xinhua

with Japan'sfirst lady Akie Abe as they visit Sodo Kimono Academy in Tokyo

on 22 Dec, 2006. —INTERNET

“This is the firgt time
Russia is launching a
German military space-

New robot being designed
to help surgeons

LosAnNGELES, 21 Dec— USresear chersareworking on anew devicethat would help doctor sperform
surgical tasksthat are nearly impossible today.

The snake-like robot
and steady-hand system
wouldequiptheoperating
roomof thefutureandhelp
doctorstreat patientsmore
safely and effectively, said
a report on the website
eurekalert. org.

Drawingonadvances
in robotics and computer
technology, Johns Hop-
kins University research-
ers were designing the
robot with two thin rods

tipped with tentacle-like
tools capable of moving
with six degrees of
freedom.

The tools could
enable surgeons,
operating in the narrow
throat region, to make
incisions and tie sutures
with greater dexterity and
precision. Another robot,
the steady-hand, may
curb a surgeon’s natural
tremor and allow the

doctor toinject drugsinto
tiny blood vesselsin the
eye, dissolving clotsthat
can damagevision. With
most of the new medical
tools linked to com-
puters, the device would
recordthedoctors’ work,

the equivalent of aflight-
data recorder for the
operating room,” said
Russell H Taylor, a
professor of computer
science in-volving in the
research.

The emphasis is on

SIA signsdeal for nine
mor e superjumbo “ A380"

SNGAPORE, 21 Dec —
Singapore Airlines (SIA),
the idand dtat€'s nationa
carrier, on Wednesday
signed an agreement with
the European giant aircraft
manufacturer Airbustobuy
nine more A380s.

The agreement con-
firmed the order
announced by SIA in July
this year, which brought
the amount of A380
ordered by SIA to 19.

Deliveries for the
additiona nine A380s, will
commenceinJanuary 2010
andcompleteinearly 2011,
SIA said in a statement.

The agreement also
includes an option for six
more of the superjumbos

23-12-06NL 13

and SIA dso signed adedl
to lease 19 A330-300
widebody jetsfromAirbus.

SIA becameA380' sfirst
customer when it ordered
10 such planes, worth 8.6
billionUSdollars,in2000.

The A380 roll-out has
been delayed three times
due to “wiring problems’,
and the first A380 is
expected to be delivered to
SIA in October 2007.

The gatement dso said
that SIA has reached
settlement with Airbus on
issues relating to delays of
deliveries of the A380, but
the terms of the purchases
and settlement were
confidential.

MNA/Xinhua

futuristic technology, but
“we’re not trying to
replace or automate
surgeons’,

Taylor said. “We
want to work in
partnershipwith surgeons
tohelpthemdotheir work
more effectively.”

MNA/Xinhua

allowing doctors to
check data describing
how well a patient
responded to the
treatment. From this
review, doctors could
learn which techniques
and procedures were
most effective.

“We could produce

Scientists say
rainfall-vegetation link may
be drought breaker

CANBERRA ,20 Dec—A group of scientistsworking
on Western Australia's south coast say their findings
linking rainfall to vegetation types could hel p break the
drought.

The Murdoch University team, working along the
number one rabbit-proof fence near Lake King, has
found cloudformationisaffected by vegetationgrowing
onthelandbel ow.Thescientistshavebeenusingaircraft
to measure moisture levels.

They havefoundrain cloudsformabovedark green
swathes of native vegetation more readily than pale
coloured crops such as wheat.

Professor Tom Lyonssaysthefence offersanideal
contrast betweenagricultural |and and nativevegetation.

Hesaysunderstanding thephenomenashould assist
in developing strategies to increase rainfall.

"There'sbeen asignificant decreaseinrainfall over
the south-west of Western Australia, and particularly
the agricultural area, but there hasn't been the same
decrease in rainfall over the native—Internet

7/30/18, 10:27 PM

China uses new radiotherapy
procedure for malignant tumours

LAaNzHou, 22 Dec— China has successfully
carried out amedical proceduretotreat malignant
tumoursusing a heavy ion beam.

The new heavy ion beam radiotherapy procedure
for malignant tumours was carried out by the General
Hospital of Lanzhou Command of the People's
Liberation Army and theInstitute of M odern Physicsof
the Chinese Academy of Sciences (IMPCAYS).

From 6 to 16 November, the two partners treated
four patientsusing aheavy ionbeam. After amonth, the
size of thepatients’ tumours had shrunk by 60 to 80 per
cent on average.

The four patients have tumours in their nose,
breast, lung and abdomen respectively.

“Inthenew therapy, theheavy ion beamtargetsthe
tumour directly. This technique damages less normal
tissuethantraditional surgical proceduresand hasfewer
sde effects,” said Li Sha, the doctor in charge of the
radiotherapy.

Li predicted that the four patients' tumours would
disappear in one to two months.

“The success of these clinical tests shows that
China scancer technol ogy hasreached aninternational ly
advanced level,” said Zhang Hongsheng, an IMPCAS
researcher.

“Currently, only the United States, Germany and
Japan have the heavy ion beam technology, which is
recognized asanadvanced radiotherapy for thetreatment
of malignant tumours,” Zhang said. — MNA/Xinhua
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Horses grazein afield asthe last of a winter storm
leaves Colorado on Thursday afternoon, 21 Dec,
2006, near Longmont, Colo. —INTERNET
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| ce-dancing duo named
Bulgarian Athletes of the Year

SoFiA, 22 Dec — Bulgarian sport journalists and
editorsel ected worldfigureskating championsAlbena
Denkovaand Maxim Staviyski Bulgarian Athletes of
the Y ear 2006, reported BTA on Thursday.

Vanya Stambolova, who won titles of European
championinGothenburgandworldindoor vice-cham-
pion at 400m in Moscow in 2006, was ranked second
in the poll. World wrestling champion in Guangzhou
Radoslav Velikov was ranked third.

The president of the Bulgarian Olympic Commit-
tee Stefka K ostadinova, head of the National Agency
of the youth and sport V esela L echevaand the mayor
of Sofia attended the awarding ceremony.

The winner of the title in 2005 was chess king
Veselin Topalov. — MNA/Xinhua

Kenya moves up in FIFA ranking

NairoBl, 22 Dec —
Kenya's national soccer
team, Harambee Stars,
facing indefinite suspen-
sion imposed by the
world'ssoccer governing
body, FIFA, has moved
up eight places in the
rankings.

According to the lat-
est world soccer rankings
released by FIFA, the
East African nation
moved from position 135
in November to number
127, gaining seven points
to finish the year on 175
points.

In Africa Harambee
Starshasgone up by two

Barcelona's
player Eidur
Gudjohnsen (R)
fightsfor the ball
with Atletico
Madrid's Pablo
| banez Tebar
during their
Spanish First
Division soccer
match at Nou
Camp Stadiumin
Barcelona, 21
Dec,2006.
INTERNET

places and are ranked
35th out of 51 coun-
tries.

World body FIFA
suspended Kenyain Oc-
tober after Kenya Foot-
ball Federation (KFF)
failed to implement
agreementsit had signed
with the world body.

The suspension saw
the country being
locked out of the re-
gional Council for East
and Central AfricaFoot-
ball Association
(Cecafa) Senior Chal-
lenge Cup heldin Ethio-
pialast month.

FIFA met afortnight
ago to review Kenya's
situation but declined to
liftthebancitingthepre-
vailing confusion in re-
gardtothelocal Premier
League.

The Super Eagles of
Nigeriaarestill perched
at the top of the African
rankings followed by
former African champi-
ons Cameroon. World
Cup debutants Ivory
Coast arethird followed
by Guinea.

MNA/Xinhua

Norwegian wins men’s giant

Slalom to retake overall lead

VIenNa, 22 Dec — Aksal Lund Svindal from
Norway won a men's World Cup giant slalom in
Hinterstoder, Austria, on Thursday to retakethe over-
all lead from American Bode Miller.

Svindal, who led after the opening leg, raced down
the Wertung coursein acombined time of two minutes
and 25.63 seconds to win his first career World Cup
giant dalom. Svindal also reclaimed the lead in the
giant slalom standings despite near zero visibility and
unpredictable snow conditions on the mountain.

"Not a typical race, but a good race for me,"
Svindal said. "I couldn't seeathing but | knew | had to
attack otherwise | would fall behind."

Francois Bourgue of Canada, fifth after the open-
ing run, moved into second place with a stunning
second trip through thethick fog blanketing the moun-
tain. His combined time was 2:25.89.

In Wednesday's Super-G, Bourque finished 49th.

MNA/Xinhua

Three Peruvian soccer teams
through to Copa Libertadores

US ski star grabs resounding
victory in Austria

Livma, 22 Dec —
Wednesday night's open-
ing tournament win for
Peruvian club Alianza
Lima, has also decided
Peru's three teams for the
2007 Copa Libertadores
as Alianza, Cusco team
Cienciano and Sporting
Cristal.

Alianza will be in
GroupTwoaongsideBra
zil team Sao Paulo, Chil-
ean team Audax Italiano
and the second placed
M exicanteam, whichwill
bedecided by local league
play.

Cienciano who won
Peru's Closing Tourna-
ment, will be in Group
Seven, facing Argentina's
Boca Juniors, Bolivia's
Bolivia and Mexico's
Toluca

Cristal, which won the
third place because it has
the highest aggregate
score from the opening
and closing tournaments,
will havetoplay twoquali-
fying gameswithaMexi-
can team which has also
not beendefined. Ifitwins
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the qualifying round then
it will join Group One
where it will face Argen-
tinasBanfield, Paraguay's
Libertad and Ecuador's
Nacional.

The first phase of the
tournament runs from 24
January to 7 February ,
the second round runs
from 14 February to 25
April , and the knockout
phaserunsfrom 2 May to
20 June.

Twodifferent Peruvian
teams — Tacna team
Bolognesi and Limateam
Universitario— will play
in Latin Americas other
big club tournament, the
Copa Sudamericana.

MNA/Xinhua

VIENNA, 22 Dec — US ski star Bode Miller won a
men'sAlpineskiingWorld Cup Super-GinHinterstoder,
Austria, on Wednesday.

Followingup hisdownhill victory inBeaver Creek on
Dec.ember 1 and another Super-Gtriumphlast Friday in
Val Gardena, now the 29-year-old former overall World
Cup champion recorded histhird triumph of thisseason.

Hefinished thewholeracein 1:09.76, 0.79 ahead of
Italian Peter Fill, who placed second. "Bodeissimply on
another planet," saidFill."Hemademistakesbut still had
the best time. He's unbesatable at the moment.”

In the meantime, with the help of pain-killers, the
four-time World Cup winner, 34-year-old Austrian
Hermann Maier, wasthird, 0.94 seconds behind Miller.

"It's a pity, | redly skied badly this morning, and |
mean redly badly," said Maier.

Besides that Benjamin Raich achieved hisworld da
lom champion a Turin Winter Olympics, the Augtrians
have now finished 12 raceswithout awin, whichisredly
their worgt performancein 14 years. — MNA/Xinhua

Bulgarian runner elected top
Balkan Athlete of 2006

Soria, 22 Dec — Bulgaria's Vanya Stambolova,
who grabbed the country'sfirst 400m gold medal at the
European Athletics Championships in Gothenburg
and the silver at the World Indoor Championshipsin
M oscow, wasel ected top Balkan Athlete of 2006, BTA
reported Wednesday .

Thepoll coveredal eight national newsagenciesof
the Balkan countries Romania, Turkey, Greece, Ser-
bia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Albania and Bulgaria.
They quoted atotal of 28 athletesin 12 types of sport
— basketball, boxing, wrestling, weightlifting, water
polo, volleyball, rowing, athletics, swimming, artistic
gymnastics, tennis and figure skating.

Last year's winner in the poll, artistic gymnast
Marian Dragulescu (Romania), ranked second. He
won two gold medals in men's vault and floor exer-
cise at the 2006 World Artistic Gymnastics Champi-
onships.

World silver basketball medallist and winner of
theEuropean L eaguewith CSKA (Moscow) Teodoros
Papal ukas ranked third.

Stambolova is the 16th Bulgarian sports figure,
and the seventh Bulgarian athlete to becomeNo. 1 on
the Balkans.

In addition to the medallists, seven more athletes
were also elected in the shortlist, they are:

Stanka Zlateva (Bulgaria) — freestyle wrestling,

Perikles lakovakis (Greece) — athletics,

Sagir Taner (Turkey) — weightlifting,

Radoslav Veliko (Bulgaria) —freestylewrestling,

Hamza erlikaya(Turkey) — Greco-Romanwrestling,

Y elena Jankovic (Serbia) — tennis,

Boris Georgiev (Bulgaria) — boxing

Vanya Stambolova was born on 28 November,
1983.—MNA/Xinhua

Northern Arizona’'s
Alyssa Wahl (30)
shoots over New
Mexico's Dionne

Marsh, left, and Julie
Briody in thefirst half
of a college basketball
gameat ThePitin
Albuguerque, NM, on
21 Dec, 2006. —
INTERNET

o~

7/30/18, 10:27 PM

Two sprintershonoured as
Slovenian best athletesin 2006

BELGRADE, 22 Dec — Slovenian sprinter Matic
Osovnikar and cross-country skier PetraMajdic were
honoured as the country's best male and female ath-
letes in 2006, said reports reaching here from the
Slovenian capital Ljubljanaon Thursday.

The two athletes, who were selected by the Asso-
ciation of Slovenian Sports Journalists, received the
awards in a ceremony in Ljubljana on Thursday
evening, the Slovenian national news agency STA
reported.

MNA/Xinhua
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El Salvador registers 560 small
earthquakesin 72 hours

Mexico CiTy, 22 Dec — El Salvador hasregister ed 560 small earthquakes
in the past 72 hours, the country’s Ministry of Environment and Natural
Resour ces said on Wednesday.

The bulk of seismic
activities began at 11:30
pm local time (0530
GMT) on Tuesday, and
by early Wednesday
morning there were 316

suchactivities, 92 of which
could be felt by the
residents.

Seismic activity
measuring stationssaidthe
series of quakes occurred

Giraffe Nyota feastson a ‘ Christmas Tree' at
Taronga Zoo in Sydney, on 21 Dec, 2006.

near Atiquizayaand Turin,
in the Ahuachapan
department, of which the
first was registered on
Sunday.

Residents of Ati-
quizaya, Turin, San
Lorenzo and Juayua have
reported feeling 110
quakes, while specialist
equipment reported 560
quakes, of magnitudes
between 2.5 and 4.3 on
the Richter Scale, at a
depth of five to 10
kilometres.

The strongest quake
took placeat 1:30amlocal
time (0730 GMT) on
Wednesday between
Atiquizaya and Turin,
with amagnitudeof 4.3 at
a depth of around 7.9
kilometres.

The ministry has set
up a network of
earthquake measuring
stationsacrossthe Central
American state and said
that Salvadoreans should
remain alert about
warningsfromauthorities
only and ignore rumours.

Mexico plans
new 30,000-
strong
nationwide
policeforce

Mexico CiTy, 22 Dec
— Mexico will set up a
new 30,000-strong police
force — The Federal
Police Corp to
strengthen anti-crime
efforts, Secretary of Public
Security Genaro Garcia
Lunasaid on Wednesday .

GarciaLunasaidthat
the new force will
redesign crime-fighting
strategies and try to help
improvetheefficiency of
other federal police
agencies.

Last Friday, the
Mexican Government
decided to bring together
the Federal Investigation
Agency (AFI) and the
Federal Preventative
Police(PFP), tomakeanti-
crime coordination more
effective.

MNA/Xinhua

| NTERNET MNA/Xinhua

( 11:00 am 3:20 pm R
1. Martia song 1. géémmgogca'rcmc\'?:@ég
11:15 am Bo5§odaposagégmadaned

Myanmar

Saturday, 23 December
View on today

7:00 am
1. Recitation of Parittas
by Missionary Saya
daw U Ottamathara
7:25 am
2.To be hedthy
exercise
7:30 am
3. Morning news
7:40 am
4. Nice and sweet song
7:55 am
5. 3903:@[5{;
8:10 am
6. Musical programme
8:20 am
7. omé:sq@(\pémé
8:30 am
8. International news
8:45 am
(_ 9-Grammar made easy

2. Musical programme

11:30 am

3. Games for children

11:50 am

4. Round up of the week’s
TV loca news

1:05 pm

5. [30:[g€opon[gpSosoep
@D0G32D

1:15 pm

6. “003q§,803.05¢{gpSxod:
([(:3[:680‘5:! (%:gl c;m.gé
((ﬂﬁ:@é)l el §5:98|
588 8 caa1)
(3’]%03(7)’)—0’)66;330568
—o?c;ooag)

1:35 pm

7. @$eoc;qogo’30gé: c;q]:gc;mg
(JooB)emnsBse (88:-o)

1:50 pm

8. Dance of nationa races

2:10 pm

9. “ :D‘%GT)OS(‘D(S:GG) GU):S]S:GO”

((\?Gé:l U’.)$$Q$:)

(31§05 - 200500E)
2:20 pm
10. International
news

(c%csc\?g) ([«:9.§eoc\)ogcg:05
conadi@ncisl (9§60

W-]Q eomcdmat:)

5:15 pm
2.Song to uphold
National Spirit
5:30 pm
3. qCDGOT(%éCDq(SGmOé
s
6:00 pm
4. Evening news.
6:30 pm
5.Wesather report
6:35 pm

7:05 pm

7. Discovery

7:15 pm

8. %éé@o:@ooSmé:oé
“E305oogatadas”
(a28&:-9)

8:00 pm

9.News

10. International news

11. Weather report

12. %éé@o:@oo%mé:cé

“ C\?OG&Y)G§_€1(Y3({|O:”

(228¢:-6)

13. Thet next day's
programme

Lo | T

FETD

MNCELER

| Ig &I

Saturday, 23 December
Tune in today

8:30 am Brief news
8:35am Music:
-The best thing
8:40 am Perspectives
8:45am Music:
-More than &
feeling
8:50am National News/
Slogan
9:00am Music:
-Love at 1st
sight
9:05am International
news
9:10am Music:
-Soda pop
1:30 pm News / Slogan
1:40 pm Music at your
request / Lunch
time  music:
9:00 pm ASEAN news
9:10 pm Article
9:20pm Myanma Cul-
ture by Dr Khin
Maung Nyunt
9:30 pm Souvenirs
9:45pm News / Slogan
10:00 pm PEL

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

DATI @ 2212, s

LN

TS O e

HAY BENC AL
100

L — == =

WEATHER

Friday, 22 December, 2006

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours, weather has
been generally fair in the whole country. Night tem-
peratures were (5°C) below normal in Eastern Shan
State and Upper Sagaing Division, (3°C) to (4°C) be-
low normal in Southern Shan, Kayah, Kayinand Chin
States, Magway, Bago, Y angon and Taninthayi Divi-
sions and about normal in the remaining States and
Divisions. The significant night temperatures were
Namsam (-1°C), Heho (1°C) and Haka (3°C).

Maximumtemperatureon 21-12-2006 was 90°F.
Minimumtemperatureon 22-12-2006 was59°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours M ST on 22-12-2006 was
69%. Total sunshine hours on 21-12-2006 was (8.4)
hours approx.

Rainfalls on 22-12-2006 were (Nil) at
Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon.Total
rainfalls since 1-1-2006 were (98.46) inches at
Mingaladon and (111.61) inches at Kaba-Aye and
(116.69) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind
speedat Y angon (Kaba-Aye) was(8) mphfrom East at
16:30 hours M ST on 21-12-2006.

Bay inference: Weather isgenerally fair inthe
Andaman Sea and the North Bay and partly cloudy
elsawhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 23-12-2006:
Weather will be partly cloudy in Rakhine State and
Taninthayi Division and generaly fair in the remain-
ing States and Divisions.

State of the Sea: Strong easterly wind with
moderate to rough seas are likely at timesin the Gulf
of Mottama, off and along Mon-Taninthayi Coast.
Surface wind speed in strong wind may reach (35) to
(40) mph. Sea will be dlight elsewhere in Myanmar
water.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Continua-
tion of low night temperatures in Shan State.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 23-12-2006: Fair wesather.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring ar eas
for 23-12-2006: Fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areasfor 23-12-2006: Fair wesather.

Weatheroutlook for last weekend of Decem-
ber2006: During the coming weekend, weather will
begenerally fairin Nay Pyi Taw, Y angon and Manda-
lay Divisions.
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Swiss Confederation. — MNA
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye sends message
of congratulationsto newly appointed
Vice-President of Swiss Confederation

NAY Pvi Taw, 23Dec— Vice-Senior General MaungAye, Vice-Chairman of the State
Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of congratu-
lationsto HisExcellency Mr Pascal Couchepin, who wasappointed asVice-President of the

On completion of the
project, PyinOoLwin Phar-
maceutical Factory will
manufacture and distribute
213 kinds of tablet, capsule,
lotion, liquid, powder,
kvaccine and injection.

| General Thura Shwe Mann Inspects herbal plantations of
Medical Research Department (Upper Myanmar), progress
of Py|nOoLW|n Pharmaceutlcal Factory (PrOj ect)

Nay Pyi Taw, 22 Dec 1.
— Member of the State
Peace and Development
Council General Thura §
Shwe Mann, who ac-
companied Chairman of
the State Peace and De-
velopment  Council Eaeat
Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior
General Than Shwe, to-
gether with SPDC mem-
bers Lt-Gen Ye Myint, |
Lt-Gen Kyaw Win, Lt-
Gen Thiha Thura Tin
Aung Myint Oo and Lt- |
Gen Tin Aye, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy)
Vice-Admira Soe Thein,

(Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein,
ministers, the Director-
Commander-in-Chief | General of the SPDC

GeneraJ Thura Shwe Mann visits herbal plants garden in Py|nOoLW|n —MNA

Office and officials, ar-
rived at the Medical Re-
search Department (Up-

per Myanmar) of the
Ministry of Health on
PyinOoLwin Township

yesterday morning.
At the hall, Minister
for Health Dr Kyaw

Myint reported on in-
spection of the
(See page 9)

Plenary Session of National
Convention continues

YANGON, 22 Dec — Four del-
egates presented proposals of Lahu
National Development Party, Union
Kayin League, Kokang Democracy
and Unity Party and Wa National
Development Party of Delegate Group
of Political Parties on laying down
detailed basic principles for Chapters

“Amendment of the Constitution”,
“State Flag, State Seal, National An-
them and the Capital”, “Transitory
Provisions’ and “General Provisions’
in drafting the State Constitution
at the Plenary Session of the National
Convention which  continued
(See page 10)

" PrimeMinister General SoeWin sends
felicitationsto Japanese counter part

NAay Pyi Taw, 23 Dec — On the occasion of the birthday of His
Majesty Akihito, Emperor of Japan, which falls on 23 December 2006,
General Soe Win, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a
message of felicitationsto His Excellency Mr Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister

of Japan. — MNA
. J

( The Plenary Session of the National Convention in progress. T
MNA
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