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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

Senior General Than Shwe and wife
Daw Kyaing Kyaing attend opening of

Diamond Jubilee of National
Kandawgyi Gardens in PyinOoLwin

NAY PYI TAW, 17
Dec — Ceremonies to
mark the Diamond Jubi-
lee of the National
Kandawgyi Gardens of the
Ministry of Forestry, open
the First Flower Festival
and the National Land-
marks Garden were held
at the respective venues in
PyinOoLwin on 15 De-
cember morning, attended
by Chairman of the State
Peace and Development
Council Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Than
Shwe and wife Daw
Kyaing Kyaing.

Also present at
the opening ceremony of
the National Landmarks
Garden, were Member of
the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Gen-
eral Thura Shwe Mann,
members of SPDC Lt-Gen

Ye Myint, Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win, Lt-Gen Thiha Thura
Tin Aung Myint Oo, Lt-
Gen Aung Htwe and Lt-
Gen Tin Aye, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy)
Vice-Admiral Soe Thein,
Commander-in-Chief
(Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein,
Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing of
the Ministry of Defence,
Chairman of Mandalay
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Com-
mander of Central Com-
mand Maj-Gen Khin Zaw,
the  ministers, senior mili-
tary officers, the Manda-
lay Mayor, military offic-
ers of PyinOoLwin Sta-
tion, the Director-General
of the SPDC Office, de-
partmental heads, depart-
mental officials, teachers,

students, members of the
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association,
social organizations,
dance troupes, local peo-
ple and staff of the Minis-
try of Forestry.

Daw Thida Swe
of Myanma Radio and Tel-
evision acted as MC.

C o m m a n d e r
Maj-Gen Khin Zaw and
Minister for Forestry Brig-
Gen Thein Aung cut the
ribbon to open the Na-
tional Landmarks Garden.

General Thura
Shwe Mann unveiled the
stone plaque of the gar-
dens and sprinkled
scented water on it to-
gether with the com-
mander and the minister.

(See page 8)
Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing enjoy  songs and traditional dances

to mark opening ceremony of National Kandawgyi Gardens.— MNA
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PERSPECTIVES
* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire

    The government has been nurturing the

younger generation in order to develop hu-

man resources after opening the training

schools in various sectors. The purpose of

the training schools is to nurture and pro-

duce human resources needed in building a

peaceful modern developed nation.

    It is important for the trainees to possess

morale, discipline and ability. Morale means

spirit of cherishing one’s nation and its

people and Union Spirit. That morale must

be imbued with patriotism with sacrificing

spirit. Every citizen is to love and cherish

their nation and the people and defend the

Union.

    It is necessary for training schools to

ensure discipline enforcement. Only when

there is discipline, will the nation develop.

Besides morale and discipline, they need to

develop their ability. Only then will they be

able to build a strong nation. Our nation

can catch up with the developing world only

when the people are equipped with good

morale, discipline and ability.

    As the training schools play an important

role in producing human resources, it is the

duty of the schools to nurture the trainees to

become patriots and persons of good disci-

pline possessing high efficiency.

Nurturing persons of good
morale and discipline with
high efficiency
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NAY PYI TAW, 16  Dec — Minister for Progress
of Border Areas and National Races Development
Affairs Mayor Col Thein Nyunt met with businessmen
who have applied for hiring shops of the shopping
complex being built in Nay Pyi Taw at Nay Pyi Taw
City Hall yesterday morning, attended by Deputy
Minister for Science and Technology and member of
Special Construction Group U Kyaw Soe and mem-
bers, officials of Nay Pyi Taw Development Commit-
tee, construction companies and entrepreneurs.

Chairman of Nay Pyi Taw Development Com-

mittee Mayor Col Thein Nyunt delivered an address
and heard reports on future tasks for building the
shopping complex presented by the deputy minister
and officials.

Next, the minister and officials answered the
questions raised by those present.

Later, the minister and party looked into
progress of construction works in Nay Pyi Taw in a
motorcade and inspected the chosen site for the shop-
ping complex.

 MNA

 PBANRDA Minister meets with businessmen
 in Nay Pyi Taw

YANGON, 16 Dec— The 4th ASEAN Senior
Officials Meeting on Social Welfare and Development
and the 3rd ASEAN+3 Senior Officials Meeting on
Social Welfare and Development took place at Sedona
Hotel in Mandalay yesterday, attended by senior offi-
cials of ASEAN countries, Japan and the People’s
Republic of China.

At the 3rd ASEAN plus Three senior officials
meeting, those present discussed social welfare pro-
gramme for children, women, disabled persons and the
aged and they agreed to hold the 5th Senior Officials

Meeting of ASEAN plus Three Social Welfare and
Development in the Philippines.

After the meeting, senior officials and repre-
sentatives of ASEAN member countries visited Mya
Nan San Kyaw Golden Palace, Kuthodaw Pagoda and
gold embroidery works.

In the evening, Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe
hosted a dinner to mark the successful completion of
the meeting.

 MNA

 3rd ASEAN+3 Senior Official Meeting on Social
Welfare and Development meetings concludes

Banks Supervisory Committee and Executive Committee of
Myanmar Banks Association meet

NAY PYI TAW, 16
Dec—The 85th meeting
of the Banks Supervisory
Committee of the Minis-
try of Finance and Rev-
enue and the Executive
Committee of Myanmar
Banks Association took
place at the meeting hall
of the ministry here this
morning with an address
by Patron of the Banks
Supervisory Committee
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Maj-Gen Hla
Tun.

Present on the oc-
casion were Chairman of
the Supervisory Commit-
tee Deputy Minister for
Finance and Revenue Col
Hla Thein Swe, Gover-
nor of the Central Bank
of Myanmar U Kyaw
Kyaw Maung, directors-
general and managing di-
rectors of departments
and enterprises under the
ministry, chairmen of
State-owned banks and
private banks, managing

directors and executives
and others.

In his address,
Patron of the Banks Su-
pervisory Committee
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Maj-Gen Hla
Tun said that all the banks
are to make concerted ef-
forts for development of
banking based on previ-
ous experiences, and to
strictly abide by law, by-

law, rules and regulations
and instructions pre-
scribed; that it is required
to study information at
home and abroad and sub-
jects concerned after es-
tablishing the research
and development section;
and to follow orders, in-
structions and procedures
on control of money laun-
dering.

Next, Chairman

of the Banks Supervisory
Committee Deputy Min-
ister for Finance and Rev-
enue Col Hla Thein Swe
and Governor of the Cen-
tral Bank of Myanmar U
Kyaw Kyaw Maung
spoke.

After that, offi-
cials of Myanmar Banks
Association dealt with the
discussions.

MNA

F&R Minister Maj-Gen Hla Tun makes speech at 85th Meeting of Banks
Supervisory Committee and Myanmar Banks Association. — F & R
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Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao (3rd R), Ma Kai
(2nd L), Chinese
minister in charge of
the State Development
and Reform Commis-
sion, Indian Minister of
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Murli Deora (1st
L), Japanese Economy,
Trade and Industry
Minister Amari Akira
(1st R), South Korean
Minister of Commerce,
Industry and Energy
Chung Sye Kyun (3rd
L) andUS Secretary of
Energy Samuel W
Bodman (2nd R) pose
for a photo during their
meeting in Beijing, on
16 Dec, 2006. An
energy ministers’ meet-
ing of the five countries
was convened in
Beijing on  Saturday.
            XINHUA

South Korean protesters shout slogans during an anti-war rally in Seoul, on
Saturday, 16 Dec, 2006. The National Defence Committee of the National
Assembly approved a bill on 13 Dec, to cut the number of Korean troops stationed
in Iraq in half and extend their deployment by another year. The letters on the
placards read ‘Withdraw the Zaytun unit from Iraq and oppose to dispatch of
                           South Korean troops to Lebanon.’—INTERNET

China mulls new policy
to encourage foreign
investment in R&D

Iraq aid agency ‘attacked’ by US

 Two US Marines killed
in western Iraq

 BAGHDAD, 16 Dec —Two American Marines were
killed on Thursday in a combat in Iraq's western
province of al-Anbar, the US military said in a statement
on Friday.

 One Marine assigned to Regiment Combat Team
5 and one Marine assigned to Regiment Combat
Team 7 died Thursday from wounds sustained due
to enemy action while operating in the volatile
province, it said.—MNA/Xinhua

 Over 27,000 young foreigners
study in Cuba

 BEIJING, 16 Dec — China will encourage more foreign enterprises to set up
research and development (R&D) institutes in China, Sun Peng, deputy
director of the foreign investment department of the Chinese Ministry of
Commerce said here on Thursday.

The organization's
vice-president said at-
tacks by US-led forces
were the biggest problem
it faced.

The Red Crescent, which
has a staff of 1,000 and
200,000 volunteers, is the
only Iraqi aid group
working across the

country’s 18 provinces.
The US military said

it was checking the
allegations.

Jamal al-Karbouli,
Vice-President of the Iraqi
Red Crescent, said the
latest incident occurred last
week in the central city of
Falluja.

“We had our offices
attacked by American
forces. They detained the
volunteers and staff for
more than two hours,” Mr
Karbouli said.

He added that two Red
Crescent cars had been
burned.

Mr Karbouli was

speaking at a meeting of
international Red Cross
organizations in Geneva.

He went on to give other
examples of alleged US
harassment, including
attacks on the organiza-
tion’s headquarters in
Baghdad over the past three
years. —Internet

 HAVANA, 16 Dec —
About 27,400 young
foreigners are carrying
out professional studies
in Cuba, Higher Edu-
cation Ministry (HEM)
said on Thursday.

 Raul Hernandez,
official responsible
for HEM's department
for international co-
operation, said that
more than 47,000
foreign students have
graduated from Cuban
universities since 1961,
local Press reported.

 Cuba’s education
cooperation with other
nations involves more
than university studies.
More than 10 countries
use Cuba’s literacy
course “I Can Do It”
to teach Spanish,
Hernandez said du-
ring an international
workshop on the 30th
anniversary of Granma
University, 747 kilo-

metres east of Havana.
 Alumni of Granma

University from Spain,
Germany, Mexico and
Ecuador attended the

celebration to comme-
morate the founding of
the university in Dece-
mber 1976.

 MNA/Xinhua

 “We will encourage
multinationals to set up
research and development
institutes in China and
attract more foreign
investment into the sector,”
said Sun.

 Sun told the
International Forum on
Globalization of R&D, that
the Ministry of Commerce
is now drawing up a set of
regulation on foreign-
funded research institutes.
The regulations will be
based on a wide-ranging
investigation of existing
R&D departments launch-
ed by multinationals in
China.

 “The regulations will
solve problems of foreign-
invested research in-
stitutes, such as importing
raw material, Customs
declaration and recruit-
ment,” he added.

 According to Sun,

China will revise its list of
hi-tech products in which
foreign investment will be
encouraged.

 “We will provide
favourable policies to
encourage and support
foreign-invested com-
panies to conduct research
on the products listed,” Sun
said.

 Sun noted that direct
foreign investment has
turned to high-end
manufacturing and re-
search and development
sectors in recent years,
bringing new oppor-
tunities for developing
countries to speed up their
industrial upgrading.

MNA/Xinhua

BAGHDAD, 17 Dec — The Iraqi Red Crescent, the country's biggest humanitarian organization, has
accused United States troops of attacking its offices and vehicles.

Deaf performers from the China Disabled Peoples’
Performing Arts Troupe chat before performing
“Thousand Hands Guan Yin” during an evening
show “My Dreams” at Shanghai Grand Stage in
Shanghai on 16 Dec, 2006. The China Disabled

Peoples’ Performing Arts Troupe was founded in
China in 1987.—INTERNET
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Myanmar and UN Agencies are jointly implementing programs
and projects under the respective cooperation programs

We cannot accept those who use UN to do activities that will
infringe our sovereignty and harmful to our union solidarity

NAY PYI TAW, 17 Dec –
The following is the
clarification made by
Minister for National
Planning and Economic
Development U Soe Tha
at the press comference
held today.

The main topic I
would like to highlight in
this Press Conference is
Myanmar’s Economic
Development. The topics
include Myanmar’s
progress status of the
Millennium Development
Goals and cooperation
between Myanmar and the
UN Organizations and
International Non-
governmental Organi-
zations ( INGOs ).

Today’s press
conference will be in 2
parts. Ministry of Natioanl
Planning and Economic
Development will take the
first part and Ministry of
Labour, the second part.

Firstly, I would like
to brief you Myanmar’s
Economic Deve-
lopment.  We have
distributed the paper on
Myanmar’s Economic
Development and based
on that, I will explain
with power point.

It is well known
that the growth or decline
of an economy is
presented in terms of GDP.
We will do so in today’s
presentations.

An internatioanl
accepted practice, and
economy could be
separated into three main
categories, namely
agriculture, industry and
services. These three main
categories can be
subdivided into a number
of economic sectors to
cover the whole economy.

In our case, there are
14 sectors namely
Agriculture, Livestock and
Fishery, Forestry, Energy,
Mining, Industry, Electric
Power, Construction,
Transport, Communi-
cation, Financial, Social

and Management, Rental
and other Services and
Trade.

Our presentation is
basically how much we
have achieved in our
national development plan
in various sectors and our
current socio-economic
situation in our national
development endeavours.
Myanmar’s Economic
Development

After regaining
independence in 1948, the
history of economy may
be divided into three
periods. The first period
from 1948 to 1962 was
the period of market
economy.

The second period
from 1962 to 1988 was
the period of centrally
planned economy based
on socialist economic
system. The third period
from 1988 to present is
market oriented economy.
Economic Situation
during the period 1985/
86 to 1988/89

During the period 86/
87 to 88/89 Gross
Domestic Product ( GDP)
declined by 15.8 per cent.
The deterioration of the
economy affected the
political stability which
led to the change of
grovernment.

The economic
system was also changed
from socialist economic
system to a market-
oriented one in late 1988.
Economic Situation
during the period 1989/
90 (Stabilization
Programmes periods)

The government
has placed emphasis on
stabilization and
consolidation of the
country and consequently,
during the three year
period from 89/90 to 91/
92, stabilization pro-
grammes were
formulated to revitalize
the economy.

The economy began
to restore, registering a

growth rate of 5.9 per cent
or an increase of 1.1 times
during the three year
period.
Economic Situation
during the Short Term
Four-Year Plan (1992/
93 to 1995/96)

As the stability has
been restored, short-term
plans had been
formulated since 92/93
with a view to
accelerating the
economic development.
Short Term Four-Year
Plan spanning 92/93 to
95/96 was formulated
with target average
annual growth rate of 5.1
per cent.

The economy
achieved with an average
annual growth rate of 7.5
per cent.

The economy ex-
panded 1.3 times and per
capita income rose from
K 4,496 to K 13,515.

The Short Term Four-
Year Plan was
successfully implement-
ed, creating a favourable
economic foundation for
further development.
Economic Situation
during the Second Short
Term Five-Year Plan
(1996/97 to 2000/2001)

With an aim
towards a stable and
sustainable growth by
consolidating the
favourable economic
foundation achieved, the
Second Short Term Five-
Year Plan ( 96/97 to 2000/
2001) was formulated
with target an average
annual growth rate of 6
per cent.

The Five-Year
Plan was successfully
implemented, achieveing
average annual growth
rate of 8.5 per cent, an
increase of 1.5 times while
that of per capita income
increased to K 50,927 in
2000/2001 from K 13,515
in 95/96.

Agriculture sector
realized average annual

growth rate of 7.3 per cent,
Industry sector 11.4 per
cent and Services sector
8.5 per cent.
Economic Situation
during the Third Short-
Term Five-Year Plan
(2001/2002 to 2005/2006)

After completion
of the Second Plan, the
Third Short Term Plan was
fromulated.

GDP for this Five-
Year Plan ( 2001/02-2005/
06) was targeted with an
average annual growth rate
of 11.3 per cent. The
performance achieved
during the plan period was
12.8 per cent, an  increase
of 1.83 times. Per capita
income was K 50,927
in the base year and
K 221,217 in the final year
2005/06.

Average annual
growth rates in agriculture
sector increased 9.8 per
cent, industry sector 23.5
per cent and services
sector 13.9 per cent.
 Agriculture Sector

Agriculture sector, the
mainstay of Myanmar’s
economy, contributes 40.2
per cent in the national
economy.

For the development
of agriculture sector,
emphasis had been placed
on ensuring self-
sufficiency and surplus for
export.

With an aim to
expand cultivable land ,

private entrepreneurs and
companies are allowed to
reclaim vacant and fallow
land, virgin land and wet
land.

The net area sown
increased to 29.3 million
acres in 2005/2006 from
19.9 million acres in
88.89 showing an
increase by 1.5 times.
Mixed and multiple
cropping area increased
to 16.8 million acres in
2006/2006 from 3.9
million acres in 88/89 by
4.3 times, Thus total sown
area increased to 46.1
million acres from 23.8
million acres by 1.9 times
resulting in increased
cropping intensity to
157.3 per cent from 119.6
per cent.

Out of the total
cultivable land of 43
million acres, the net area
sown was 26.9 million
acres or 62.6 percent .

It is only 16.1 per cent
of total land area. Thus
there is a vast potential
for further development
of agriculture sector.

Irrigated area
increased to 5.52 million
acres from 2.52 million
acres in 88/89 of an
increase by 2.2 times.
Crop Production

As the sown
acreage increase during
the period, production of
principal crops also
increased. Production of

paddy increased by 2.1
times, beans and pluses
11 times, edible oil crops
3.3 times, cotton 3.9 times,
sugarcane 3.3 times and
kitchen crops 4.7 times.

As concerted
efforts are being made for
the development of the
agriculture sector with
added momentum,
agriculture sector
increased by average
annual growth rates of
7.3%, 6.3% and 8.5%
during the first, second and
third short-term plans
respectively.
Livestock and Fishery
Sector

The average annual
growth rates of livestock
and fishery sector were
4.6%, 12.7% and 17.2%
respectively in the first,
second and third short
term plans.

Production of meet,
high and prown also
increased to 4.9 and 3.8
times respectively.
Forestry Sector

About 52 per cent of
Myanmar’s land acrea is
covered with forests.
Reserved forests area
increased from 14.9 per
cent in 88-89 to 23.2 per
cent in 2005/06 or 1.6
times.

Number of acres and
trees planted increased by
2.7 times in both cases.

The  average   annual
(See page 5)
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Myanmar and UN Agencies are jointly…
(from  page 4)

growth  rates of forestry sector were (5.4%), 3.2% and
3.6% respectively in first, second and third Plans. It
can be noticed that as environment needs of be preserved
and maintained, we have kept the average growth rate
relatively low, around 3% in all three short-term plans.
Energy Sector

Concerted efforts are being made to produce
more crude oil and natural gas to meet the domestic
requirement and to export. Currently 13 international
oil companies are operating 33 projects in on-shore
and off-shore areas. The production of natural gas has
increased significantly to 402,898 million cubic feet in
2005/06 from 39,085 million cubic feet in 88/89 or
10.3 times.

The average annual growth rates of Energy
sector were (-) 0.4%, 27.27% and 13.9% in the First,
Second and Third Short-Term Plans respectively.
Mining Sector

Mining sector contributes 0.4% in our economy.
We are producing Refined copper and Pig iron more
than 5 times than before and we have achieved 21.2%,
20.9% and 15.1% averge annual growth rates in the
First, Second and  Third short-term plans.

In selected production of mining sector such
as Gold and Pig iron increased by 23.1%, 5.1%
respectively. The production of Refined copper in 88/
89 was almost negligible, but it reached nearly 30,000
tons in 2005/06.
Processing and Manufacturing Sector

The share of processing and manufacturing
sector constitutes 15.4 per cent of the total GDP.

In order to promote the development of
industries, industrial zones have been established across
the country since 95/96 and as of 2005/06 (End of
March), altogether 18 industrial zones have been
established in 9 states and divisions operating with a
total numbers of 9,849 factories and mills.

The total number of factories increased to
81,176 in September 2006 from 28,847 in 1988,
showing an increase of 51,747 during 18 years.

The registered average annual growth rates of
9.1%, 10.4% and 23.8% in the three plans reveal the
accelerated development being taken place in this
sector.
Electric Power Sector

Endeavours have been made to increase power
supply.

The installed capacity was 685 megawatts in
1988 while the installed capacity at end March 2006 is
1,701 megawatts, an increase by 2.5 times. Power
consumption increased by 3.7 times. The average
annual growth rates achieved in the three plans were
16.2%, 10.6% and 10.6% respectively.
Infrastructure Development during the period 1988
to 2006 (end of September)

As infrastructure is not only crucial for
economic development but also important for
establishing friendship and solidarity among our
nationalities, necessary infrastructure development
works are being undertaken to promote development
in every region of the State. Hence, the government has
accorded high priority to infrastructure development
projects such as irrigation network, roads, bridges,
railway lines, port facilities, air ports, power and
communication facilities.
Dams and Reservoirs

As regards irrigation networks, total number
of dams and reservoirs stand at 644 as of September
2006, showing an increase of 189 dams and reservoirs
from 475  numbers in 1988.
Electric Power

From 1988 to 2006 altogether  27 hydroelectric

plants have been constructed and another  16 major
hydroelectric plants are under construction. The
already-built hydroelectric plants are being installed
with the capacity of 746 megawatts and after the
completion of 16 carry on projects inclusive of
Shwekyin, Khapaung, Phyuchang, Kun, Yeywa and
Yenwe, 10,413 megawatts will be installed. At the
same time 10 gas power plants were installed with the
capacity of 561 megawatts.

During the period, the installed capacity
increased to 1,701 megawatts as at end September
2006 from  685 megawatts in 1988, showing 2.5 times.
Power generation increased to  6,015 million kilowatt
hours in 2005/06 (end of March) from  2,226 or 2.7
times of 1988 level.

Power transmission and distribution lines
extended to 20,662 miles as at end September 2006
from 10,733 miles in 1988 showing an increase of
9,929 miles or 1.9 times.

The total number of electrified towns and
village increased to 473 towns and 1,267 villages as at
end September 2006 from 286 towns and 741 villages
in 1988 showing an increase of 187 towns and 526
villages during that period.
Roads and Bridges

There were 745 bridges of over 180 feet in
1988. 404 bridges were increased becoming a total of
1149 bridges by the end of September 2006.

Union highways and main roads were extended
to 58,170 miles from 20,548 miles in 1988, an expansion
of 37,622 miles during that period. In 2006 total rail
tracks have been stretched to 4,034 miles from 2,794 in
1988, expansion of 1,240 miles an increase of 1,4 times.
Transportation

The total number of airports increased to 73 in
2006 from 66 in 1988 showing an increase of 7
airports. Moreover, renovation and upgrading of 13
airports and expansion of airstrips are being carried
out. Construction of international jetties and container
terminals were also carried out to promote services.
The number of jetties increased to 32 in 2006 from 15
in 1988 an increase of 17 jetties. We have now 5 new
container terminds.

As regards communication sectors, micro
wave stations increased to 230 in 2006 from 71 in 1988
by 3.2 times an increase of 159 new stations.

Cellular, CDMA, GSM telephone system as
well as Internet services are introduced and being
expanded. The number of telephone exchange
increased to 866 in 2006 from 245 in 1988 increasing
621 exchanges.
External Trade

During the First Four-Year Plan period, exports
increased at an average annual growth rate of 17.7 per
cent and imports by 21.1 per cent. In the Second Five-
Year Plan Period, exports increased at an average
annual growth rate of 17 per cent while that of imports
by 4.8 per cent.

In the Second five years plan it may be noticed
that yearly  export growth is over 20% with the
exception in 2003/04 showing negative growth. This
was due to the prohibition made to some Western
Banks from providing financial services to Myanmar
using US currency in business transations.

Otherwise the export growth would be over
20% .There was reduction in import. However, import
began to rise in 2005/06. It can be observed that  in all
4 years of first plan period and in all five years of
second plan, balance of trade was negative, which is
unhealthy for the economy.

It may be aware that, balance of trade was
surplus for the four consecutive years beginning from
2002-2003.

Myanmar foreign trade is mainly with the
Asian countries, sharing 90 %, followed by European
countries, 4.8 % and American countries, 1.5 %.
ASEAN shares 51.3 %.

It can be seen that as of September 2006, total
export increased by 28.2 % and total import by 31.9%
over the same period of last year. Total trade volume
also increased by 29.49%.
Inflation

The rates of inflation at the beginning and end
of  the four year plan were 25.18 per cent and 21.13 per
cent.

Inflation decreased from double digit level in
1999-2000 to single digit level in 2001. Inflation rate
started to rise again and efforts have been made to
bring down the level back to single digit. It stood at
3.76 percent in March 2005, but it rose again and was
16.4 percent in September 2006.
Investment

From 1988-89 to 2006 (end September),
permitted amount of foreign investment totaled US$
13.849 billion. The inflow of foreign investment started
to contract since 1997-98, mainly due to the indirect
impact of monetary crisis in Asian countries and
sanction imposed by some western countries. However,
foreign investment increased again in 2005-2006.

The permitted amount of investment is US$
158 million and US$ 6.06 billion in 2004-2005 and
2005-2006 respectively.

Asian countries are the largest investors with
share of 79.5 %, followed by European countries with
17.3 % and American countries with 3.2%. Out of
Asian countries, the share of ASEAN is 71.2%.
Fourth short-term five-year plan (2006/07 to 2010/
11)

The fourth short-term five-year plan was
formulated aiming to maintain the stable and sustained
high economic growth rate, to continue the achievement
of good foundation in economic and financial condition
of the nation, to strive for balanced regional development
and to have progressive human resources development.
National plan target

The fourth short-term five-year plan is aimed to
achieve an average annual growth rate of 12 per cent or
to increase the economy by 1.77 times.
2006-2007 annual plan and performance

(up to September 2006)
GDP growth rate for 2006-07, the first year of the

fourth short-term five-year plan, is targeted at 12 percent.
The growth rate achieved in the first quarter (Q1,

April to June) of 2006-07 annual plan was 14.4%.
Agriculture Sector increased by 12.3%, Industry Sector by
17.5% and Services by 14.2%.

The second quarter (Q2, July to September)
realized the growth rate of 12.8%. Agriculture Sector
increased by 11.9%, Industry Sector 16.9% and Services
by 11.9%.

The performance for the first half of the year
registered at a growth rate of 13.4%, comprising 12%
growth in Agriculture, 17.2% in Industry and 12.9% in
Service Sector.

Conclusion: Economic Development
Excellencies,
Ladies and gentlemen,

To summarize my presentation-
We have implemented three economic plans. The

first short-term five-year plan achieved an average annual
growth rate of 7.5%, the second short-term five-year plan
achieved 8.5% and the third five-year plan achieved an
average annual growth rate of 12.8%. The economy expanded
1.34, 1.5 and 1.83 times respectively. It can be judged from
these figures that our economy has grown gradually — the
growth of the second plan is better than the first plan and the
third plan is far better than the second.

(See page 6)
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When we look at

per capita GDP, it was
4,496 kyats in 1991,92
before we started the first
short-term plan. Upon
completion of the plan, it
increased to 13,415 kyats
and after the second and
the third short-term plans,
it increased to 50,927
kyats and 221,217 kyats
respectively.

The agriculture
sector achieved an
average annual growth
rate of 6.4%, 7.3% and
9.3% during the first,
second and third short-
term plans respectively.

The industry
sector realized an average
annual growth rate of
11.6% during the first
short-term plan, 11.4%
during the second short-
term plan and increased
sharply to 23.5% during
the third short-term plan.

The services
sector realized an average
annual growth rate of
7.3% during the first
short-term plan and grew
to 8.5% and 13.9%
respectively during the
second and third short-
term plans.

Thus, it is worth
noting that Myanmar’s
economy is developing
with accelerated growth
in all 3 main sectors.

If we look at
crop production, total
sown acreage increased
twice and irrigated area
increased 2.2 times. The
production of principal
crops also increased.
The increment of paddy
production is 2.1 times;
beans and pulses, 11
times; cotton, 3.9 times;
sugar cane, 3.3 times, oil
crops, 3.3 times; and
culinary crops, 4.7 times.
The production of meat
increased 4.9 times and
fish and prawn
increased 3.8 times.

Let me recap the
infrastructure sector. The
length of roads increased
3 times; the number of
factories increased 2.8
times; the number of
bridges over 180 feet
increased 1.5 times;
electric power generation
increased 2.7 times and

length of power
transmission and
distribution lines
increased 1.9 times. The
number in microwave
stations also increased 3.2
times.

These growths
are due to the concerted
efforts of the people,
government, and the
Tatmadaw. It is because
of the ce-ta-na of the State,
good and right objectives
and the combined and
concerted efforts of the
general public, we have
obtained peace and
stability in the whole
country and equitable and
balanced development
among states and divisions
including the border areas.

The government has
placed emphasis on
agriculture sector as the
base and all round
development of other
sectors as well. On the
other hand, the
development of the
industry sector is being
encouraged with the view
to become a modernized
and wealthy country.
Along with the
development of industry
sector, extensive
expansion of electric
power and exploration of
oil and gas are also being
undertaken.

When we look at
external trade position,
there was deficit for 22
consecutive years  starting
from 1977-78. But we
have improved that
situation and now we have
surplus in external trade
since 2002-2003.

We will try more to
have better results.
Current account balance
was also negative for more
than 2 decades. Necessary
measures have been
undertaken thereby we
have achieved surplus in
current account since
2002-2003.

The improve-
ment in balance of trade
and current account is one
of the important factors to
bring about sound
economy.

Regarding inflation,
the inflation rate was
around 25% during the
first and second short-term

plans but we try our best
for the decline of the
inflation rate. During the
middle of the third short-
term plan, it declined to
the level below 5%, but is
has started to rise again.
We are making all round
efforts to reduce the rate.

Out of the 3 major
economic indicators to
asses the situation of the
economy, for the first
indicator - DP - We have
sustained high growth
rate. For the second
indicator - Current
Account Balance - we
have sustained
improvement. Only the
last one - inflation - which
has risen, we will try to
make it decline.

What I have briefed
you here, is based on true
facts and official figures
of our country. There is a
saying - Seeing is
believing! After seeing the
figures and the reality of
physical development,
one can make the rational
judgment. Those who do
not have any prejudice can
make  the right
assessment.

There is sanction
from one western country
and yet, we have gained
remarkable achievement
in our endeavours for the
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c
development of the
country. Our achievement
is mainly because of the
unity and the relentless
combined effort of the
people, the government
and the Tatmadaw. We can
achieve more if there is no
sanction. But if we look
from the other side, we can
say that, the sanction
unintentionally makes us
work harder, rely more on
our own and thereby
heighten our ability.

The people, the
government and the
Tatmadaw will unitedly
continue our endeavours
for the further
development of the socio-
economic conditions of
the people and the
country.

Implementation of
MDGs and Cooperation
with UN Agencies and
INGOs

Excellencies, Dis-
tinguished Guests and
Journalists, Ladies and
Gentlemen

I would like to

annual reports on country
or region. The UN
agencies, international
organizations including
World Bank and
developed countries
provide assistance in
collecting data and
information related to
MDGs.

    In order to achieve
the MDGs by 2015,
developing countries have
to be constantly aware of
inputs required for
development of indicators
for MDGs, and integrade
these in the context of their
national plans.

By looking at MDGs
annual reports issued by
the UN, developed
countries, UN and
international organi-
zations can realize the
situations in developing
countries and they provide
financial and technical
assistance to help
developing nations
achieve their MDGs.

 As for Myanmar, the
international organi-
zations such as World
Bank, IMF, ADB had
suspended assistance
since 1988 and ODA is
almost none. Never-
theless, Myanmar has
been endeavouring to to
achieve the MDGs
through our national plan
frame using her own
resources, and the MDG
indicators have been
looking good.

In implementing

development program by
preparing Poverty
Reduction Strategy Paper
(PRSP) to alleviate
poverty-which is the
fundamental goal of the
MDGs, World Bank, IMF
and international
organizations provide
financial and technical
assistance to low income
countries but not
Myanmar. However, in
2004/2005, a survey has
been conducted in more
than 100 townships within
14 states and divisions
under “Integraded
Household Living
Conditions Assessment
Project” in cooperation
with UNDP. Altogether 16
MDG related indicators
were included in the
survey.

    Myanmar has
conpiled facts and figures
related to MDG indicators,
and has issued MDG
reports for 2005 and 2006.
Most of the performances
in the reports have been
achieved through our own
programs using our own
resources. Myanmar
Millennium Development
Goals Report for 2006 is
displayed here today.

I would like to
continue with Myanmar’s
situation and figures
related to MDGs.

Goal No 1 is to
eradicate poverty and
hunger and to lower the
ratio of people who suffer

(See page 7)

brief the efforts we have
made in trying to achieve
the United Nations
Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs).

Here, I would like to
give a brief explanation
on how MDGs have been
developed. The UN
Millennium Summit held
in September 2000 in New
York declared the UN
Millennium Declaration
which aimed to solve the
challenges on poverty,
education, health gender
discrimination and
environmental protection.
This declaration with aims
to be achieved by 2015
has been adopted by 189
member countries. These
aims are now now as
Millennium Development
Goals- MDGs in short.

     MDGs consisted
of 8 goals, 18 targets and
48 indicators. The first
seven goals are to
alleviate poverty multi-
sector approach, and the
last goal is to develop a
global partnership in
order to achieve the first
seven goals.

    Countries have to
compile figures and data
which show whether
targets have been achieved
or not and their progress
on MDGs. Then they have
to sumbit these data to the
UN and international
organizations. Some
indicators can only be
obtained by conducting
surveys. The UN issues

Myanmar and UN Agencies
are jointly …

Amount of Foreign Direct Investment in Myanmar
(Nation-wise)

(Up to September 2006)

US$ million
Percentage
of Invest-

ment

Asian countries 11,012 79.5
ASEAN+3 countries 10,462 75.5
ASEAN countries 9,861 71.2
Japan 215 1.5
People’s Republic of China 194 1.4
Republic of Korea 192 1.4
India 35 0.3
Other countries 515 3.7
European countries 2,388 17.3
EU member countries 2,379 17.2
Other countries 9 0.1
Cuntries of America 334 2.4
The USA 244 1.8
Other Countries 90 0.6
Australia 82 0.6
Russia 33 0.2
Total 13,849 100
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from poverty and hunger by half between 1990 and
2015. There is no severe hunger problem in Myanmar.
Rice, which is the staple food for Myanmar people, has
presently been produced two times more than before.
Population in the 1980s was about 40 million and is
now 55 million.

Compared to the population growth,
production of rice is more than sufficient.
Production of meat has increased by five times, fish
and prawn by 4 times and culinary crops by 4.7
times. Hence, there is no food insecurity problem.

In measuring the target to lower the ratio of
people who suffer from poverty and hunger by half,
nourishment is the indicator. The percentage of
underweight children under five years has been
declined.

Nutrition promotion and intervention
programs and programs for micro nutrient deficiencies
are also being undertaken. That’s why I would say
there is no difficulty for Goal 1, Target 4 in Myanmar.

Goal No 2 is to achieve universal primary
education, and Myanmar has a remarkable achievement
in intake and post primary enrollment ratio in primary
education. At the last press conference on 29th
November, the minister for Education had already
explained detailed information regarding MDG’s
education targets so I would not discuss these in detail.

Regarding Goal No 3 which is to promote
gender equality and empower women, there is no
gender discrimination in Myanmar. The ratio of girls
is higher than boys in basic education as well as
universities.

The indicator for Goal No 4, which is to
reduce child mortality, has been in a good trend.

As regards to Goal No 5, which is to improve
maternal health, the trend for mortality rate for child
bearing mothers has not declined significantly, and it
is still necessary to focus on maternal health care in
order to achieve Goal No 5.

Goal No 6 is to combat HIV/AIDS, malaria
and other diseases. This has been carried out under the
National Health Program in collaboration with UN
agencies and 3D Fund Program. Generally, prevalence
of HIV/AIDS has been decling. Likewise, the indicator
for morbidity and mortality of malaria has also become
better. The programme to combat tuberculosis is also
a success.

Goal Nos 4, 5 and 6 are mainly related to the
health sector. Since the minister for health has explained
how the Ministry of Health has been endeavouring to
achieve MDGs within national programmes at the
press conference held on 29 November, I would not
explain these in detail.

Goal No 7 is to ensure environmental
sustainability and a special emphasis has been placed
on environmental sustainability in Myanmar. Greening
of Nine Districts Project in central Myanmar has been
commenced since 1995, and has now expanded to 13
districts. Projects have been planned to make the
greening of Central Yoma. A project to make Yangon
and its surroundings within 30 miles green is under
implementation.

In carrying out various projects, preventive
measures have been taken for pollution of air, water
and land degradation.

I also wish to note that in the current five-year
plan, an objective regarding environmental protection
such as reforestation and greening have been included.

Goal No 8 is to develop a global partnership
for development, but assistance and aids from West

Bloc, World Bank, IMF, and ADB have been suspended
due to political reasons. Even the development
programmes for Myanmar by UNDP are not the same
level as the ones for other developing countries. The
programmes for Myanmar are limited.

With an aim to exceed the MDG targets, the
objective “to exceed the targets of MDGs in
implementing the national plans” has been included in
our Fourth Short-term Five Year Plan (2006-2007 to
2010-2011).

In implementing the MDGs, some indicators
are still lacking, but we are trying to achieve the targets
within our projects and programmes. These will be
carried out on our own, and we are also prepared to
work with other organizations that are willing to
collaborate with us.

The third and final part is the cooperation with
UN agencies, Inter-Governmental Organizations
(INGOs), Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs)
and International Organizations.

As of October 2006, there are 14 UN agencies
implementing 55 socio-economic development
projects, 44 INGOs implementing 56 projects, 9
International Organizations  implementing 15
projects and 2 NGOs implementing 2 projects in
Myanmar. Altogether there are 128 projects under
the cooperation program.

I would now like to briefly explain the
implementation of these projects.

With the aim to facilitate systematic
cooperation with these Organizations, Ministry
of National Planning and Economic Development
issued the guidelines last February 2006. The
reason behind this is that, during December last
year, a representative of one UN Agency paid a
courtesy call on a minister before his departure
upon completion of his assignment in Myanmar.
He talked about INGOs working in the border
area of Myanmar without any collaboration among
them. The consequence is that there is not much
effective impact on the local people there. He
firmly suggested the government to take the
guiding role  in  coordnat ing with  these
organizations.

The higher authorities have also the same
view and directed the Ministry of National Planning
and Economic Development as initial coordinator for
relations with the UN Agencies, International
Organizations, INGOs and NGOs and the respective
Ministries to take the implementation part.

After that, activities of these organizations
who are working in cooperation with Myanmar agencies
have been reviewed.

It was found out that systematic coordination
from Myanmar side is necessary so as to have more
effective results from the activities being carried out by
these organizations which are somehow supporting
Myanmar’s socio-econimic development.

Thus, guidelines have been issued in order to
implement projects more systematically and more
effectively for the benefit of the people and the
country under cooperation peograms.

The guidelines cover the whole process for
cooperation program - from the initial stage of project
proposal to the stage of implementation. Our main
objective of preparing the guidelines is not to deter or
not to slow down the project activities of these
organizations. We are doing what we ought to do after
we have realized the weakness as pointed out by that
Representative.

UN Agencies and UN Specialized Agencies
have privileges and immunities under the 1946
Convention on the Privileges and Immunities of the
United Nations and the 1947 United Nations
Convention on the Privileges and immunities of the

Specialized Agencies. These Conventions and the
Guidelines, the nature by itself, are completely
different.

The next matter I wish to express here is the
security measures at some project sites in Myanmar.
There have been complaints from some UN
agencies about limitations or restrictions for field
visits to some project sites. Let alone the foreigners
in our country, even we, ourselves, have to take
security precautions for traveling since there still
remain very few insurgents in some parts of the
country. Therefore, security measures have to be
arranged by the related agencies for domestic
travels of the UN personnel. We have the
responsibility to take care for them. We do not wish
any unpleasant incident to happen to them even if
they take their own risks to travel. The UN agencies
have to inform us at least 2 weeks ahead. We can even
make arrangement for group travel. We are facilitating
in every way we can for the convenience of these
people.

Most of the organizations made their trips
according to their proposed itinerary. However,
there are instances such as doing additional items
outside the itinerary. Taking this opportunity, I
would like to mention one example. It was in May
2004 when we have coordinated a trip with other
related agencies for a senior official from one UN
agency to northern Myanmar; he intentionally went
and met with one organization that was not in the
proposed itinerary.

One UN Organization based on guidelines
for humanitarian needs, even asked for free movement
to the project sites. We, on our side, have never
stopped any UN official from his/her official visits to
the project sites. We are cooperating with them for
the successful implementation of the projects. Some
western countries are accustomed to free novement,
but in our country, we have the security reasons.
Security reasons differ from one country to another.
These people do not try to understand our situation;
they thought we were hindering them from what they
wanted to do. In fact, it is not.

The humanitarian assistance from the UN
agencies does not just happen out of the blue. It
has to be well planned and formulated before
implementation. The same was official visits. They
have to be also planned and everything has to be
pre-arranged for smooth realization.

Timely arrangements are being done for
official field visits of UN Agencies in Myanmar.
During the period from January 2003 to October
2006, we have arranged more than 550 field visits for
7 UN Agencies as per their proposed itinerary. Also
field visits of 28 INGOs have been arranged in
coordination with the respective Ministries.
Altogether we have arranged more than 500 trips
during that period. The International Organizations
in Myanmar made over 180 field visits.

Myanmar and UN Agencies are jointly
implementing programs and projects under the
respective cooperation programs. We warmly
welcome those who come and work with us in accord
with the UN Charter for the further development of
social and economic conditions of Myanmar. I would
like to stress that we can not accept those who use UN
to do activities that will infringe our sovereignty and
harmful to our union solidarity.

We are cooperating with all the UN
Agencies, INGOs, NGOs and International
Organizations in more than120 projects. We look
forward to strengthening our cooperation with
these organizations in utmost good faith.

With this, I would like to conclude this first
part of the press conference.—MNA

Myanmar and UN Agencies
are jointly …
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Senior General Than Shwe, wife and party

watched singing songs and traditional dances at the
Pyidaungsu Square in the compound of the gardens.

Students of the cultural troupe of the Ministry
of Culture and the State School of Drama, gold medal-
lists of Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts
Competitions, musicians of Mandalay Myoma Music
Troupe, the Gita Nandawun and the group of Music
Band played the song entitled “Myanmamyay Ahla
Thinkayta” composed by Bogale Tint Aung and pre-
sented traditional dances.

They also entertained the audience with the
song entitled “Seinyadu Thabin Ahlahsin” composed
by Gitalulin U Ko Ko.

Senior General Than Shwe and
wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing…

Next, Senior General Than Shwe, wife Daw
Kyaing Kyaing and party greeted the artistes.

Afterwards, the Senior General, wife and party
viewed landmarks of the States and Divisions in the
garden.

Head of State Senior General Than Shwe gave
guidance to build a National Landmarks Garden when
he visited the National Kandawgyi Gardens in April
2004.

In accord with the guidance of the Head of
State, a National Landmarks Garden was built on
56.67 acres of land congenial to the National
Kandawgyi Gardens.

Under the supervision of the Ministry of For-
estry, 20 replicas of national landmarks were built by
companies. Htoo Trading Co Ltd constructed the exact
replicas of Shwedagon Pagoda and the City Hall of
Yangon Division and Shitthaung Stupa of Rakhine State.

Asia Grand Co constructed the exact replicas

of Kanbawzathadi Palace of Bago Division and
Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda of Mon State; Dagon Timber Co
Bayintnaung Cape of Taninthayi Division and
Mawtinsun Pagoda and Chaungtha Beach of
Ayeyawady Division; Momentum Co Thiri Mingala
Taungkwe Pagoda of Kayah State, Gokhteik Bridge,
Inlay Lake and PhaungdawU Pagoda in Shan State;
Pacific Co Mount Khakaborazi of Kachin State and
Mount Zwegabin of Kayin State.

Asia World Co built the exact replicas of
Myanan Sankyaw Golden Palace, the Moat and the
Wall and Mount Popa of Mandalay Division and
oilfield of Magway Division; Tin Win Tun Co the
Sagaing Hills and Kaunghmudaw Pagoda of Sagaing
Division, Reed Lake and Natma Hill of Chin State;
Myat Noe Thu and Nanthabyu Co Peikchinhmyaung
Cave of Mandalay Division; and Tun Myat Aung Co
Pindaya ShweUmin Cave of Shan State.

(See page 9)

Head of State Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe gave guidance to
build a National Landmarks
Garden when he visited the Na-
tional Kandawgyi Gardens in
April 2004. In accord with the
guidance of the Head of State, it
was built on 56.67 acres of land
congenial to the National
Kandawgyi Gardens.

 Ministers, senior military officers and guests visit National Kandawgyi Gardens.— MNA

General Thura Shwe Mann unveils the stone plaque of  National Kandawgyi Gardens.— MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Thein Aung unveils the stone plaque of
 National Kandawgyi Gardens.— MNA
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The National Landmarks Garden was con-

structed with a view to enabling the visitors to relax
and enjoy significant landmarks from States and Divi-
sions as a mini-union within the Union.

At 10 am, the ceremony to open the Diamond
Jubilee of the National Kandawgyi Gardens was held
at the gardens.

Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-
Gen Htay Oo and Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen
Thein Aung formally opened the ceremony.

In his address, Minister Brig-Gen Thein Aung
said that Head of State Senior General Than Shwe
gave guidance to organize the ceremony to mark the
opening of National Kandawgyi Gardens for enabling
the people to enjoy natural scenic beauty. In this
regard, arrangements were made to hold the Flower
Festival and festivities in addition to organizing the
Diamond Jubilee of the gardens and opening the
National Landmarks Garden.

The National Kandawgyi Gardens is a botani-
cal garden with a long fine tradition. It was complete
with various diversities of flora and fauna. In the time
of the Tatmadaw Government, progress can be wit-
nessed at the National Kandawgyi Gardens. The pano-
rama of the gardens attract about 600,000 visitors
yearly.

The Forest Department in cooperation with

Senior General Than Shwe and
wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing…

the Wood Land Co Ltd organize the First Flower
Festival with local and foreign flower species and
orchids totalling about 3 million. Under the leadership
of the Ministry of Forestry, related departments worked
in concert to enable the National Kandawgyi Gardens
to keep abreast of botanical gardens of the world. In
conclusion, the minister urged those present to main-
tain the gardens for its durability.

Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung
formally unveiled the stone plaque of the gardens and
sprinkled scented water on it.  Next, Minister Maj-Gen
Htay Oo and Minister Brig-Gen Thein Aung formally
opened the First Flower Festival.

Later, the ministers, senior military officers
and guests visited the booth of the Ministry of Forestry
and the National Kandawgyi Gardens. —MNA

YANGON, 18 Dec
— Accompanied by
officials of the Invitation,
Reception and
Accommodation Sub-
committee of the National
Convention Convening
Management Committee,
delegates to the National
Convention visited
Mingaladon Garden City
and Yangon Industrial
Zone, here, yesterday
morning.

They paid
homage to ZabuOk-
shaung Myat-phone-
khaung Pagoda in
Mingaladon Garden City.

NC delegates visit Mingaladon Garden City, Yangon Industrial Zone, Shwedagon
Pagoda, Church of Yangon School for the Blind

At Zay Gabar Co Ltd,
Chairman of the company
Dr Khin Shwe explained
facts about the garden city.

The NC delegates
proceeded to the Asian
Garment Factory of Asian
Garment Industry Ltd.
Officials of the Asian
Garment Industry Ltd
explained the production
process of the factory. The
delegates also visited
Myitmakha Finished
Wood Product Factory
and ADK Garment
Factory.

In the evening,
Christian NC delegates

attended the service
prior to the X’mas at St
Mary Cathedral Church
on Bo Aung Kyaw
Road in Botahtaung
Township.

This morning,
Buddhist NC delegates
paid homage to
Shwedagon Pagoda.
Likewise, Christian NC
delegates attended the
Church of Yangon School
for the Blind
(Khawegyan) of the
Myanmar Christian
Fellowship of the Blind in
Mayangon Township.

 MNA
Delegates of National Convention visit garment  factory

at industrial zone, Yangon. — MNA

Famous buildings and natural places from states and divisions at National Kandawgyi Gardens.— MNA

Ministers Maj-Gen Htay Oo and Brig-Gen Thein Aung open first flower festival. — MNA
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NAY PYI TAW, 17 Dec— The following is the
clarification made by Deputy Minister for Labour
Maj-Gen Aung Kyi on development of employment
opportunities and cooperation between ILO and
Myanmar at the press conference held today.
Development of Employment opportunities in
Myanmar.

The Minister for National Planning and
Economic Development has already made clarification
that the State Peace and Development Council has
been making great efforts in prevalence of law and
order throughout the nation, community peace and
tranquillity, uplift of living standard of the people,
smoothing the transportation, building a modern
developed nation, and other development works. As a
result of these activities, there has been much progress
in both internal and overseas employment opportunities
in Myanmar. According to ASEAN Finance and
Macroeconomic Surveillance Unit Database, Myanmar
becomes the fourth country which has the least
unemployment, among the 10 ASEAN member states.
I would like to summarize the progress in employment
opportunities in Myanmar sector by sector.

In agricultural sector of Myanmar,
development activities that have been carried out
include the reclamation of cultivable land resources
from fallow and waste land in deepwater areas, the
construction of new reservoirs and dams,
doublecropping and mixed cropping, cultivation of
annual and perennial plants, switch from shifting
cultivation into terrace farming, utilization of modern
methods, cultivation of poppy-substitute crops,
enabling private entrepreneurs to make investment in
agricultural industry, and opening the Agricultural
Bank and the Seed Bank.

In livestock and fisheries sector, poultry, pigs,
fish, and shrimp have been increasingly raised and
bred in separate farms as well as in combination with
agriculture. Accelerated efforts are being made in
fresh water fisheries and marine fisheries, rice-fish
farming, breeding of turtles, crocodile breeding, modern
bee-keeping, special zoning for agriculture, livestock
and fisheries. Consequently, production has exceeded
the local consumption and the surplus has been exported
to foreign countries.

In forest sector, extended activities are being
carried out in setting up of forest plantations, greening
tasks of the central dry regions, reorganizing protected
public forests, reafforestation, reclamation of reserved
natural forests and natural parks, protection and main-
tenance of the natural environment, establishing places
for recreation and establishment of nursery forest
gardens.

In mining sector, extended activities are being
performed in exploration, production, extraction,
purification, and marketing of metals, gems, pearl, and
salt and marine chemicals.

In industrial sector, new mills and factories
have been constructed, the existing factories have been
upgraded, Industrial Development Banks have been
established, 18 industrial zones have been established
to encourage private industries collectively.

In energy and electrical power sector, crude
oil and natural gas exploration projects and factories,

fertilizer plants and methanol plants have been built.
There are also extended cooperation with foreign
oil companies, and offshore natural gas exploration.
Medium-scale and small-scale hydroelectric power
stations, gas turbine power stations, and recycle
power plants utilizing the waste heat, have been
constructed for electricity generation.

In transport sector, highways, overpass, river-
crossing bridges have been built. For rail transportation,
new railroads and railway bridges have been built and
extended works has been done in the production, repair
and maintenance of locomotives and carriages. In
water transport, tasks are being carried out for smooth
riverine transport. Besides natural disaster prevention
services, new vessels have been built, and old ones
repaired and maintained.

Modern ports for loading and unloading
cargoes, docks for general cargo transport, warehouses,
and dockyards have been built. For air transport, there
are airport construction projects and airport extension
projects.

In trade sector, internal and external trade, and
border trade have been extended. The newly opened
border trade offices, departmental stores, Myanmar
Foreign Trade Bank, and ports can also be seen.

In the rural and urban sector, there can be seen
the increased social infrastructures, such as buildings,
schools, universities, degree colleges, colleges, clinics,
and hospitals, which show significant development.
Moreover, urban infrastructures have been developed
due to establishment of new satellite towns, and
extension of urban areas.

As mentioned above, there has been all-round
development in each sector of the nation. Myanmar
has attracted many tourists from foreign countries
since it is peaceful and safe, inaddition to having fine
weather, beautiful scenery, honest and hospitable
Myanmar people, and wealth of valuable natural
resources.

It can numerically be seen that in the
agricultural sector, 190 new dams, and 298 river water
pumping stations have already been implemented.
There have been built 999 rural dams, along with
artesian wells and small-scale dams.

As a result, in comparison with 1988 figures,
the sown acreage has increased to 29.3 million from
19.9 million. And the annual cultivation capacity has
risen to 46.9 million acres from 23.8 millions acres.
The sown acreage of monsoon paddy has grown to
16.8 million acres from 11 million. In the past, summer
paddy was not cultivated. But, due to the water supply
projects, summer paddy is now grown on 3.4 million
acres, and other crops have also been grown by double-
cropping and mixed cropping. Thus the overall
cultivation capacity has increased to 157 per cent, and
there have been more employment opportunities in
agricultural sector.

Similarly, per acre yield of crops are on the
sharp increase. The output of beans and pulses has
increased to 11 times, edible oil, three times and
kitchen crops, four times. In the industrial sector,
because 18 industrial zones have been established
and the number of State-owned factories and private
factories is over 42,000, the employment

opportunities have been increased.
Moreover, in the sectors of livestock breeding,

forestry, communication, electric power, energy,
education, science and technology, health,
transportation, hotel and tourism and urban sector,
developments have been achieved by many times
compared with the situations in 1988. As a consequence
of these developments,  employment opportunities in
the country also increase significantly. Much
improvement is also obtained in the technological
expertise and performance of human resources.

A total of over 34.7 million of working age
groups are working throughout the country in 2005-
2006. There are over 22.3 million workers in
agricultural sector, over 4.8 million in industrial
sector and over 7.5 million in service sector. According
to data, the comparison with 1988 figures show that
the workers in local employment in agricultural
sector increase over two times, those in industrial
sector over 2.5 times, those in service sector nearly
two times. Thus, overall employment opportunities
increased by more than twice of that in 1988-89. To
enjoy more overseas employment opportunities, the
licences were issued to 70 overseas employment agencies
and 28,689 employment opportunities to 14 countries
were created. Temporary passports have been issued to
those who were illegally working in Thailand to become
legal ones starting form 6th November, 2006. The
process will be more accelerated in the future. Moreover,
new workers will be employed legally in Thailand
through the border entrances in cost-effective way
according to the coordination and cooperation between
the two governments. We hope this can begin in near
future. So it can be said that there will be more overseas
employment opportunities.

 It can be seen that the united, unswerving and
self-reliant efforts and cooperation among the people,
the government and the Tatmadaw, under the guidance
of the Head of the State, is the main reason for these
increase in employment opportunities in agricultural
sector , industrial sector and service sector.

In the second part, I would like to explain  the
status on the cooperation between Myanmar and ILO.

(See page 11)

Myanmar became a member of ILO at an
early stage and cooperated with ILO heartily
As in the past, Myanmar will cooperate with ILO in the future

Deputy  Minister Maj-Gen Aung Kyi clarities
development of employment opportunities and

cooperation with ILO at press conference.— MNA
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(from page 10)
Past relationship between ILO and Myanmar

The Union of Myanmar regained her
independence on 4 January, 1948, and became a
member of the United Nations on 19 April, 1948. In the
same year on 18 May  she also became a member of
International Labour Organization (ILO). At present,
Myanmar has ratified 19 of the ILO Conventions
adopted.

As a member of ILO, Myanmar has never failed
to submit annual reports, to be in line with the provisions
under the ILO constitution, always replying on the
comments of the Committee of Experts. Moreover,
Myanmar has also submitted annual reports of the un-
ratified Conventions. Myanmar has never failed to
fulfill her contributions according to the obligation of a
member country. Myanmar delegates attend the
International Labour Conference regularly. ILO has
been providing technical assistance and technical experts
to the areas of employment creation, employment
training, working condition and environment, industrial
relations and social security, etc.
Charter of the United Nations and Objectives of
ILO

Myanmar is a member of ILO and a member
of the United Nations as well. It is explicitly prescribed
in Article 2 (7) of the United Nations Charter that the
United Nations has no authority to intervenetion in
matters which are essentially within the domestic
jurisdiction of a State. In accordance with the Article 1
of the Agreement reached between ILO and the United
Nations, ILO is treated as a Specialized Agency of the
United Nations. Hence, as  ILO is a Specialized Agency
which is cooperating not only with the UN but also
with the Economic and Social Council of the UN, it is
obligated to abide  by the UN Charter.
Ratification of Convention No 29 Related to Forced
Labour by Myanmar

Convention No 29 related to forced labour is
adopted in the year 1930 and Myanmar ratified this
convention in March 1955. But Article 2(2) of
Convention 29 clearly mentioned the work of service
not to be included in forced or compulsory labour. The
Ministry of Home Affairs has already issued Order No
1/99 and Order Supplementing Order No 1/99 to be
compiled with the above Convention.

During 35 years from 1955 to 1990, utilization
of labour contribution was arranged in cases of
emergency during the military operations. After 1990s,
17 armed groups have exchanged their arms with
peace and joined hands with Tatmadaw Government
in endeavoring the nation building tasks. Hence,
presently as there is no heavy military operation and
forced labour practice is strictly prohibited, there is no
longer use of other working forces.
Origin of the Problems (Pyithit Nyunt Wai)

What is unusual here is that ILO has never
made any complaint before 1990 when a host of
labour contributions were used. But there are now
crying out at a time when there is practically no
forced labour. We began to think why they are
highlighting forced labour only now. As a matter of
fact, it all began with Maung Maung (a) Pyithit Nyunt
Wai, who departed from Myanmar to avoid legal
action for his commitment of misappropriation at the
Gem Corporation in 1988. The Ministry of Home
Affairs has already declared FTUB as a terrorist
organization in its Notification 1/ 2006 dated 12-4-
2006 since Maung Maung (a) Pyithit Nyunt Wai has
abetted the demolitionists to perpetrate disturbances
besides being a fugitive.

Taking FTUB as a base, Maung Maung (a)
Pyithit Nyunt Wai contacted ICFTU, which is
influential in ILO and sent false news and information.
He has constantly been doing these things so that ILO
can take action against Myanmar. Based on his wrong
information, ICFTU submitted the reports to ILO
that accused Myanmar of committing forced labour.
ILO formed a commission of Inquiry (COI) to
investigate the situation of forced labour in
Myanmar. But Myanmar did not recognize the
commission. When a request to visit the country
was made by the commission, it was rejected because
it would not contribute towards resolving the case
and it would interfere in the internal affairs of the
country. Nevertheless, the commission visited along
the border areas and submitted a report based upon
wrong information and unfair allegations. The
commission prepared a report and Myanmar was urged
to follow the three recommendations.

 Although Myanmar did not recognize the
Commission she implemented the three
recommendations to her fullest possible extent as a
gesture of respect for ILO.
In implementation of the first recommendation

Under the instruction of the State Peace and
Development Council, the Ministry of Home Affairs
has issued Order No 1/99 and Supplementtary Order to
No 1/99, not to exercise forced labour practices in
Myanmar.
In implementation of the second recommendation

The above orders were translated into English
as well as ethnic languages and distributed down to the
district, township, ward/village-tract levels in all 14
States/ Divisions. Convention 29 Implementation
Committee including the Deputy Ministers for Home
Affairs and Labour, the Director-General from the
Department of General Administration and the
Director-General from the Ministry of Labours was
formed for systematically carrying out the elimination
forced labour. Besides, Field Observation Teams( FOT)
headed by Senior Officials from the Ministry of Labour
made inspection visit to various States and Divisions.
The FOT teams have visited the most alleged areas and
provided knowledge concerning forced labour to
people. An ILO Liaison Officer also participated in an
observer status at some workshops.
In Implementation of the Third recommendation

50 cases received from ILO Liaison Officer
were investigated and if the allegations were found
to be true, there are evidence of actions taken
against him/her whether  they are Civil or Military
Personnel according to the provisions under the
Article 25 of the Convention No 29 , Article 374 of
Penal Code and existing laws.

In addition, to show a gesture of cooperation
with ILO, Myanmar has received and discussed with
ILO TCM four times, HLT one time, vHLT one time
and ILO Mission four times since the year 2000.
Myanmar has also accepted the appointment of ILO
Liaison Officer as an implementation of the resolution
adopted by ILO 2000 and recommendation of HLT,
and this shows the willingness of cooperation with
ILO. Nonetheless, on the part of ILO, it has never
fulfilled the following recommendations by HLT.

- Myanmar needs help to promote its economy
because the economic growth plays a part in eradication
of forced labour, and

- The international community needs
constructive engagement with Myanmar.

The instances of Myanmar’s taking actions
against those who have committed forced labour under

the existing laws indicated that Myanmar respects
Convention 29 and does not encourage forced  labour.

When action is taken against those who are
found guilty of committing forced labour , it should be
taken into account from the judicial point of view, why
action should not be taken against a person or an
organization that files a false complaint with the
intention to defame or to damage the accused. Under
Section 182 (b), 420, 468, 499 and 500 of the 1860
Penal Code , it is stated that a person is liable to be taken
actions against him or her if he commits deception and
does damage to others. This law is still in force, and in
the international community, too, so those who suffer
have the right to sue a person for defamation and
damage.

Furthermore, there have been evidences of
those who committed forced labour have been taken
action under Article 25 of the ILO Convention 29.
There is no provision in Convention 29, which says
the false complainant must not be taken action. Yet,
ILO is demanding no action against such false
complainants, which is beyond our national law.

Not wishing to yield the international
impression that it is reluctant to cooperate with ILO,
Myanmar has fulfilled the demand of ILO. With this in
mind , Myanmar has relaxed existing national laws: for
the false complaint, no action would be taken against
the person lodging a false complainant for the first time
and will be informed of his wrong action; if the same
person files a false complaint for the second time, he
will be given  warning , and if the same person files a
false complaint for the third time, he will have to be
taken action against according to the existing laws.
Notwithstanding this very relaxed proposal, ILO has
rejected it all in total.

Moreover , there are demands from ILO such
as having discussion for establishment of a mechanism
to accept complaints on forced  labour before October
2006 and approval to be accorded by the highest
authorities concerned of both parties, to release Aye
Myint, the case relating to the complaint on forced
labour at Nga Pyin village of Aung Lan township
should be further proceeded for completion etc.

In this connection, when the process of
complaints are studied , it is found that the majority of
complaints are from Taungup, Aunglan and Bago
areas and that people like Aung Than Tun are behind
the scene. The death of Ko Win Lwin from Nga Pyin
village in Aunglan Township was a good example. In
this case, it can be verified in documental evidences
shown on the board that Aung Than Tun, Thein Zan, an
ex-lawyer, and Zaw Htay, had filed the false complaint.
Present Relationship between ILO and Myanmar

Concerning the establishment of the
mechanism requested by ILO, meetings have already
been conducted four times in Yangon and five times in
Geneva. Moreover, during October, an ILO mission
had visited Myanmar for discussion. However,
negotiations are required to continue  to set up a
mechanism as there are three remaining differences
between ILO and Myanmar.

Now, I would like to present three points of
disagreement.

The First Point: Their request is that the ILO
Liaison Officer wants to examine the complaint of
forced labour and confidentially meet the complainants,
their representative and witnesses by himself alone. As
this demand is similar to semi-investigation, it seems
to be beyond the existing laws of our country. According
to Section 202 (1) of 1898 Code of Criminal Procedure,
this kind of, authority is vested only in a Magistrate or a
police officer assigned by the Magistrate. Although

(See page 12)

Myanmar became a member of ILO …
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Myanmar became a member of ILO …
(from page 11)

Myanmar side made negotiation for going together
with a person assigned by the Working Committee, the
Liaison Officer requested to go alone and examine and
the person assigned by the Working Committee only
will have to accompany him in particular for security
reason beyond the frame of Myanmar laws.

The Second Point: Their request is to extend
the capacity of ILO liaison officer to appoint an
additional international staff. Myanmar side proposed
that there are evidences that in present situation, the
Liaison Officer can handle with the complaints of
forced labour himself alone. In future, in response to
the workload of Liaison Officer which he may have
adjustments of his facilities may be accorded due
discussions of both parties. We do not seriously deny
the request, but we will consider it in future as in
present situation it will not be necessary to extend the
capacity.

The Third Point: ILO requests a trial period
not less than 18 months. Myanmar side has proposed a
trial period of twelve months, but ILO did not accept it
yet.
Demands of the ILO over the disagreement

ILO says, these requests are their minimum
positions and it remains unchanged. The 297th Session
of ILO Governing Body held in November 2006 made
a resolution that the intensive discussions should be
made between Myanmar and ILO concluding

implementation of Convention No 29. Such a discussion
should be based upon the final compromised text
proposed by ILO. If Myanmar had not been able to set
up a mechanism to deal with the complaints of forced
labour until the next March GB Session 2007, a specific
item would be placed in the agenda of its Session, to
enable it to move on legal options, including, as
appropriate, involving the International Court of Justice.

It was found that there is submission of the
matter to ICJ for advisory opinion in the concluding
remarks. Indeed, only if there is dispute or question of
provisions under article 37 (1) of the Constitution of
ILO, it can be referred to ICJ.

Let me present the original clause:
“Any question or dispute relating to the

interpretation of this Constitution or of any subsequent
Convention concluded by the members in pursuance
of the provisions of this Constitution shall be referred
for decision to the International Court of Justice.”

Concerning the term of the false
complainant, whatever prescribed in the internal
law, ILO requested not to take action against the
false complainant. Such a request is not contained
in provisions under the Convention No 29 and so we
do not question over the  dispute in the interpretation
of the provisions under the convention No 29.

Concerning Myanmar case, the representative
of People’s Republic of China expressed his opinion at
the 297th GB Session of ILO as follows:

- It should be discussed within the framework
of ILO in cooperation and negotiation and it should not
need to discuss and transfer to other UN Organizations.

- In order to take actions upon one country, we
disagree to take sanction.

- It is found that the forced labour problem is
related to the economic development, and if it is really
willing to eradicate forced labour in that country, the
international community should consider taking this
fact into account and give assistance to that country.

Similarly, there are other countries that
expressed constructive opinions on Myanmar. We
think that it will be more practical if ILO takes their
constructive advice into consideration.
Conclusion

I would like to conclude that since the beginning
of her independence, Myanmar became a member of
ILO at an early stage and cooperated with ILO heartily.
As in the past, Myanmar will cooperate with ILO in the
future. But we will steadfastly carry out only the tasks
which will be beneficial to the country and the people.
At the time of Tatmadaw Government, all the
Conventions are being observed at its best and the
actions have been taken effectively against offences
which have happened in some sectors at lower level. I
would like to express that compared with the successive
periods after gaining independence, the level of
observance of the application of Convention 29 reaches
the highest at the time of the Government o the State
Peace and Development Council.

MNA

NAY PYI TAW, 17
Dec —  The press
conference was held today
at the Ministry of National
Planning and Economic
Development, here, on the
clarification concerning
economic growth of
Myanmar, implemen-
tation of the Millennium
Development Goals and
Myanmar in cooperation
with the UN agencies and
internal and international
NGOs, development of
employment opportu-nities
and cooperation between
ILO and Myanmar. The
following are the replies of
the officials to local and
foreign journalists and
those in-charge of
periodicals.
U Hla Htwe (Nihon
Keizai Shimbun): I am
satisfied with the
clarification of the
Minister for National

Planning and Economic
Development on sectoral
economic growth,
especially energy and
electric power sectors.
However, supply of
electricity has been
deteriorating during the
last two months. Tell me
please why electricity cut
is happening in Yangon,
Mandalay and other major
cities from 8 to 10 hours
daily. Power deficiency
will affect production
capacity. Hence, I would
like to know arrangements
for supply of power.
Managing Director Dr
San Oo of MEPE: The
charts displayed by the
Ministry of National
Planning and Economic
Development show the
progress of electric power
sector. Today’s pro-
duction of electricity
increased 2.5 times that in

1988, and power supply,
1.9 times. Power demand
of the industrial sector
becomes higher year after
year. Generating power
relies on gas turbines and
combine cycle power
plants in addition to hydel
power plants. Though
there were 642.8
megawatt generated in
October 2006, the
generating power declined
to 423.7 megawatt in
November and December.
Bilu-chaung Hydel Power
Station No 1 and No 2 are
always producing
electricity. However,
generating of other hydel
power plants are
depending upon water
storage capacity of the
dams. Hence, power is
being supplied alternately.
At present, industrial
zones are being supplied
with electricity at day
time. Now, natural gas
power stations are being
built. Therefore,
arrangements are being
made for supplying power
to three regions for 12
hours a day.
U Aung Hla Tun
(Reuters News Agency):
I would like to know
foreign investment in
Myanmar. Furthermore, I
want to know circulation
of FEC amount in the

country.
Minister for NPED U
Soe Tha: The minister
clarified sector-wise and
country-wise permitted
Foreign Direct
Investments (FDI) with
the use of charts.
Deputy Director-
General U Kyaw Zaw of
Directorate of Invest-
ment and Com-panies
Administration: I will
now recap the amount of
foreign direct investments
in all sectors of Myanmar.
Invest-ments are US$
6,030 million in electric
power sector, US$ 2,248
million in oil and gas
sector, US$ 1,452 million
in production sector, US$
591 million in hotel and
tourism sector, US$ 858
million in real estate

sector, US$ 309 million in
transport and
communications sector,
US$ 301 million in
livestock breeding and
fisheries, US$ 193 million
in industrial estate sector,
US$ 172 million in mining
sector, US$ 37 million in
construction sector, US$
34 million in agriculture
sector, and US$ 33 million
in other services sector
totalling 13 billion.
Governor of Central
Bank of Myanmar U
Kyaw Kyaw Maung:
There are 27.305 million
FECs in circulation in
Myanmar till 31 October
2006.
Daw Sint Sint Aung
(Nippon TV): What does
forced labour mean?
According to the deputy

labour minister, if an
accusation was true,
action was taken against
anyone who committed
forced labour, regardless
of civilian and military
serviceman. So, I would
like to know what degree
of action was taken
against those who
committed forced labour?
Was there any action
taken against a person
whose complaint had
been a false one?

I have learnt that the
laying of pipelines for
natural gas in Sittway,
Rakhine State, will
displace the wards on
Strand Road inlcuding
Zaygyi Hospital. Is that
true? If so, when and how
will they be moved?

(See page 13)

Questions and Answers at Press Conference

Minister U Soe Tha greets diplomats and officials at the press conference. — MNA

Minister

for

Finance

and

Revenue

Maj-Gen

Hla Tun.

MNA
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Questions and Answers at Press Conference…
(from page 12)

Maj-Gen Aung Kyi, Deputy Minister for Labour:
Facts about forced labour are being displayed

here at the press conference. The Ministery of Home
Affairs has issued additional orders (1/99) regarding
forced labour. These orders prescribe which kinds of
cases mean force labour and which do not mean, and
prohibit the cases that concern forced labour and the
cases that do not concern.

These orders were issued according to paragraph
(2), Article (2) of ILO’s Convention (29). In this
regard, the five major cases that do not concern forced
labour are: (1) conscription prescribed under
compulsory military service law, (2) tasks for regional
development and health care and social sector carried
out under public civics in the interests of the people,
(3) hard labour for those who are sentenced to prison
terms under law, (4) work done collectively by the
people under a state of emergency due to natural
disasters such as fire, floods and earthquake, and (5)
contributions of the members towards the social
organization concerned.

As soon as the news on forced labour had been
reported, field observation teams were sent to make
an investigation into such a case. If the complaint was
found true, action was taken against those who were
involved in it. If not, no action was taken against the
accused. So far, there have been 50 cases related to
local authorities and 12 to military field.
Deputy Minister for Energy Brig-Gen Than Htay:

When a large gas deposit was discovered in a
Rakhine offshore area, it was guessed that the gas
would be sold to a foreign country through pipelines.
And those who could not bear to see the prosperity for
the development of the nation and the people due to
the discovery manufactured a wilful accusation on
the project. We have no plans to relocate any wards in
this regard.

U Thet Khaing (Myanmar Times Journal):
The ILO put pressure on Myanmar politically. Let me
know how Myanmar tries to ease political pressure. At
such a time, what is the advantages and disadvantages of
cooperation with ILO? My second question is that
Myanmar is a signatory of ASEAN Economic
Community. Some of the member nations made
Economic Structural Adjustment (ESA). Is it necessary
for Myanmar to make reforms for ESA? If so, how does
the government undertake the issue?
Deputy Minister for Labour Maj-Gen Aung Kyi:
Putting political pressure is not the business of ILO. In
the preamble of the constitution of ILO worker issues
are to be solved through justice and equality. If
Myanmar’s measures on worker issues can be explained
and made public, they will satisfy the problem.

(from page 16)
of the Diplomatic Corps Philippines Ambassador
Mme Phoebe A Gomez, diplomats, Charges
d’Affaires ai of the foreign missions and embassy
staff, resident representatives of UNDP, UNICEF,
FAO, UNODC, WHO, UNFPA, WFP and UNIAP,
departmental officials, representatives of NGOs,
responsible persons of the Union Solidarity and
Development Association, Myanmar Women’s Af-
fairs Federation, Myanmar Maternal and Child
Welfare Association, Myanmar Women Entrepre-
neurs’ Association, War Veterans Organization,
Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry and social organizations, news
and information officials, Patron of Myanmar For-
eign Correspondents Club U Hla Htway, President
U Sao Kai Hpa and members, those in-charge of
periodicals and guests.

Later, the diplomats, journalists and guests
viewed charts, graphs, documents and documentary
photos concerning economic growth of Myanmar,
implementation of the Millennium Development Goals
and Myanmar in cooperation with the UN agencies
and internal and international NGOs, development of
employement opportunities and cooperation between
ILO and Myanmar.

 MNA

Press conference on
economic growth…

Myanmar has positive attitude towards ILO. We
hope that a stage that all can accept will come soon
and Myanmar informed ILO of continued
cooperation. Myanmar will continue to cooperate
with ILO as long as its attitudes are not harmful to
the interests of the nation and the people.
Minister for National Planning and Economic
Development U Soe Tha: ASEAN is trying to
establish the ASEAN Economic Community in 2015.
The AEC includes commodity trade and service sector
and investment sector. Agreements on those sectors
were signed among the ASEAN nations. There is no
agreements that Myanmar cannot sign. Four
agreements among the ASEAN were signed in the
Philippines in December.

U Kyaw Swa Min (Yangon Times): It is
learnt that ILO will submit Myanmar issue on forced
labour to International Court of Justice (ICJ). Is it
true? According to the overseas employment agencies,
workers do not get jobs abroad and there are some
difficulties for them. Is there any arrangements for
that issue? Some private factories made workers
work the whole night. Is there any action against
them?
Deputy Minister for Labour Maj-Gen Aung Kyi:
Submitting the issue to ICJ is unnecessary and it is
not in accord with the ILO constitution. The
government gave instructions to the factories that
workers are to work within working hours. If they
fail to follow the instructions for the first time, the
government sends an official notice to them. They
are to sign the pledge if they fail to do so for the
second time. In the third time, the government files
a suit.

The Ministry of Labour had issued licences
to 70 overseas employment agencies. If they do not
follow rules and regulations, the licences are
revoked. If necessary, legal action is taken against
them. Those that violate the rules were given seven
years imprisonment and fine.
Nay Tun Naing of Weekly Eleven Journal :
What I would like to know is that old service
personnel who have retired are now to rely on their
retirement pensions. But their pensions are on
longer in consonance with the present time.
Regarding this, is there any plan to increase their
pensions?
Minister for Finance and Revenue Maj-Gen Hla
Tun: Since 1 April 2006, service personnel who
are currently engaged in government establishments
have been facilitated with a new scale of salary.
However, old service personnel who have already
retired are still being provided with an old scale of
salary. Those who are enjoying a new scale of

salary will be provided with retirement pensions
depending on the new scale of salary when they
retire.

U Kyi Soe of Leyarsibwa News Journal:
What I would like to know is that the increase in
transport charge has an impact on the commodity
prices. Although it is now the time of new harvest and
new paddy is there no significant decrease in the
price of rice. In this regard, is there any measure to
be taken for stabilizing the price of rice in the long
term?

Minister for National Planning and
Economic Development U Soe Tha:  To cope with
the price of rice we are now focusing on fighting
against rising inflation. We are striving to control
inflation. In the process, public cooperation is
essential.

The rising of commodity prices has a profound
impact on the entire people. Those who unintentionally
caused the rising of commodity prices will also be
hurt by the impact of the rising prices. This being the
case, all are to pay serious attention to stabilizing of
commodity prices.

MNA

Deputy Minister for Energy
Brig-Gen Than Htay.—MNA

Deputy Director-General U Kyaw
Zaw of Directorate of Investment
and Companies Administration.

MNA

Managing Director Dr San Oo of
MEPE.—MNA

Governor of Central Bank of
Myanmar U Kyaw Kyaw Maung.

MNA
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S P O R T S

Answers to yesterday’s
Crossword Puzzle

C E L E R Y 8 8 C H E C K

A 8 A 8 E 8 T 8 L 8 L 8 E

R O U N D 8 A B A N D O N

A 8 N 8 O 8 R 8 D 8 E 8 N

F I D D L E R 8 8 F R E E

E 8 R 8 E 8 Y E S 8 8 8 L

8 H Y M N 8 8 8 A J A R 8

N 8 8 8 T A G 8 T 8 V 8 S

A L M S 8 8 R A I M E N T

U 8 E 8 B 8 E 8 A 8 R 8 A

G A R B A G E 8 T R A M P

H 8 I 8 L 8 D 8 E 8 G 8 L

T O T A L 8 8 A D H E R E

As the curtain of the 15th
Asian Games was rung
down on 15 Dec, 2006
night at the Khalifa
Stadium, the flag of the
Olympic Council of Asia
was handed over to
Guangzhou, China,
which will host the next
Games in 2010. A short
segment titled “Orient
Charm” then high-
lighted a vibrant and new
China ready to embrace

the world.—XINHUA

Team International cap-
tain Annika Sorenstam of
Sweden tees off on the first
hole during the second day
of the Lexus Cup golf tour-
nament in Singapore on
16 Dec, 2006.—INTERNET

Japan’s Mao Asada performs
her free programme during the

ISU Grand Prix of Figure
Skating final in St Petersburg,
on 16 Dec, 2006. —INTERNET

S African immelman leads
in SAA Open

ASEAN University Games
opens in Vietnam

HANOI, 17 Dec — The 13th ASEAN University
Games, the biggest sports tournament for students in
members of the Association of South-East Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) lifted curtains here Saturday.

The event's opening ceremony started with the
parade of nearly 1,100 young athletes of nine delega-
tions, Thailand, Indonesia, Laos, Cambodia, Brunei,
Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines and host Viet-
nam, and was followed by splendid artistic perform-
ances beautified by dancing laser light at the Hanoi
Stadium packed with some 20,000 spectators.

The athletes are vying for 157 sets of medals from
12 sports events, namely athletics, badminton, basket-
ball, chess, football, karate, pencak silat, swimming,
table tennis, taekwondo, tennis and volleyball at the
biennial tournament, held in Vietnam for the first time.

  MNA/Xinhua

Philippine Asiad medal tally best
since 1962

JOHANNESBURG, 17 Dec—
South African golfer Trevor
Immelman carded a course
record nine-under-par 63 on
his way to a three-stroke
lead ahead of the final round
of the South African Air-
ways Open in Port Eliza-
beth on Saturday.

 Immelman’s spectacular
bogey-free round included
nine birdies and placed him
at 20-under-par three, shots

ahead of countryman Ernie
Els. Els carded an equally
impressive six-under par
66 to leave him at 17-un-
der-par, with Swede Patrik
Sjoland at 15 under fol-
lowing a 69, reported the
SAPA news agency.

 Immelman, who turned
27 on Saturday, was more
than satisfied with his
day’s work at Humewood
Golf Club, said the report.
“It was a great day for me.
Anytime you can shoot a
good round in Ernie’s pres-
ence is a great feeling,”
Immelman was quoted as
saying.—MNA/Xinhua

MANILA, 17 Dec— The Philip-
pines closed out its Asian Games
campaign with four gold medals,
six silvers and nine bronzes for its
best finish since 1962, local media
reported on Saturday.

 Thanks to boxers Violito Payla
and Joan Tipon, cue artist Antonio
Gabica and wushu fighter Rene
Catalan, Philippine delegation ral-
lied at the finish to salvage 18th
place overall, said a report by The
Philippine Star daily. It was a notch
higher than what the Filipinos ac-
complished in the 2002 Games in
Busan, South Korea, which produced
a 3-7-16 haul, and it bettered by
one silver the 1986 Asian Gamers'
feat in Seoul, said the report.

 The Filipinos recorded their
best showing at home in 1954 when
they won 14 golds, 14 silvers and 17
bronzes and had 8-9-21 in Tokyo in
1958. But after racking up a 7-4-16
haul in the Jakarta Games in 1962,
the Filipinos' performance in the
Asiad took a tailspin, winning only
two golds, 15 silvers and 25 bronzes
in Thailand in 1966, posting a
1-9-12 tally in Bangkok in 1970,
making 0-2-10 in Iran in 1974, tally-
ing 4-4-6 in 1978 in Thailand, tak-
ing 2-3-9 in India in 1982, winning
4-5-9 in Seoul Games in 1986, set-
tling for 1-2-7 in 1990 in Beijing,
winning 3-2-8 in the 1994 in Hiro-
shima and posting a 1-5-12 tally in
1998 in Bangkok.— MNA/Xinhua

 Premiership
17 Dec,2006

Everton 2-3 Chelsea
Man City 1-2 Tottenham
West Ham 1-0 Man Utd

 Internet

Barclays Premiership Table
17 December 2006

P GD PTS
1 Man Utd          18 28 44
2 Chelsea          18 19 42
3 Liverpool          18 11 31
4 Arsenal          18 14 30
5 Bolton          18  5 30
6 Portsmouth 18  9 29
7 Tottenham 18  0 28
8 Reading          18 -3 26
9 Aston Villa 18  3 25

10 Everton          18  2 24
11 Wigan          18 -3 22
12 Newcastle          18 -3 22
13 Man City          18 -7 20
14 Sheff Utd          18 -8 20
15 Fulham          17 -11 20
16 Blackburn          17 -6 19
17 Middlesbrough 17 -8 17
18 West Ham          18 -13 17
19 Charlton          18 -18 12
20 Watford          17 -11 11

                                             Internet

Stunning late Drogba strike keeps
Chelsea’s title bid alive

        LIVERPOOL, 17 Dec— Didier Drogba smashed a
spectacular 87th minute winner as Chelsea twice
came from behind to keep their title hopes alive with
a 3-2 win over Everton at Goodison Park.
         Chelsea, two points behind Premiership lead-
ers Manchester United at the start of the day, looked
to be heading for a devastating defeat Sunday when
Joseph Yobo headed the hosts into a 2-1 lead in the
64 minute.
          But a stunning late rally saw Mourinho’s side
draw level through Frank Lampard in the 82nd minute
before Drogba’s 35-yard cracker — his 16th of the
season — sealed the points.—Internet

West Ham 1-0 Man Utd
        LONDON,17 Dec—Manchester United had their
Premiership lead cut to two points after Alan
Curbishley masterminded a famous win in his first
game in charge of West Ham.
        Nigel Reo-Coker tapped in late on to earn the
home side victory against a United side lacking a
cutting edge.—Internet

Chelsea’s Didier Drogba scores against Everton
during their English Premier League soccer
match at Goodison Park Stadium, Liverpool,

England, on Sunday, 17 Dec 2006.—INTERNET
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Sunday,  17 December, 2006
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30

hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showers have been isolated in Taninthayi Division and
weather has been generally fair in the remaining states
and divisions. Night temperatures   were (3°C) to (4°C)
above normal in Shan and Mon States, Magway Divi-
sion, (6°C) above normal in Kachin State and  about
normal in the remaining areas. The significant  night
temperature  was  Haka (4°C). The noteworthy amount
of rainfall recorded was Kawthoung (1.06) inches.

Maximum temperature on 16-12-2006 was  92°F.
Minimum temperature on 17-12-2006 was 66°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours MST on 17-12-2006 was
83%. Total sunshine hours on 16-12-2006 was (8.4)
hours approx.

Rainfalls on 17-12-2006 were (Nil) at
Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon.Total
rainfalls since 1-1-2006 were (98.46)  inches  at
Mingaladon and (111.61) inches at Kaba-Aye and
(116.69) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind
speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (15) mph from East
at 15:15 hours MST on 16-12-2006.

Bay  inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Sea and South Bay and generally fair else-
where in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of  18-12-2006:
Isolated light rain are possible in Taninthayi
Division,weather will be partly cloudy in Kachin , Shan
and Rakhine States and generally fair in the remaining
states and divisions.Degree of certainty is (40%).

State of the Sea: Strong easterly wind with
moderate to rough seas  are likely at times off and along
and Mon-Taninthayi Coast. Surface wind speed in
strong wind  may reach (35)to (40)mph.Seas will be
slight elsewhere in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:  Likelihood
of slight decrease of night temperatures in the Eastern
Myanmar area.

Forecast   for   Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areas for 18-12-2006: Fair weather.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring areas
for 18-12-2006: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areas for 18-12-2006: Fair weather.

WEATHER

Monday, 18 December

View on today
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7:00 am
1. Recitation of Parittas

by Missionary
Sayadaw
U  Ottamathara

7:25 am
2. To be  healthy

    exercise
7:30 am
3. Morning news

7:40 am
4. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am
5. Song of national

races
8:10 am
6. Cute  little  dancers

8:20 am
7. pn\;liOc\tMta;pn\;liOc\tMta;pn\;liOc\tMta;pn\;liOc\tMta;pn\;liOc\tMta;

8:30 am
8. International news

8:45 am
9. Grammar made easy

4:00 pm
1. Martial song

4:15 pm
2. Song to uphold

National Spirit
4:30 pm
3. Demonstration Exer-

cises for Correct
Pronunciation

4:45 pm
4. Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;Aew;qc\tk˚qiul\pvaer;

Rup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;saRup\�mc\qMÂka;qc\Kn\;sa
pTmN˙s\ (RukebdAT¨¨;�po)pTmN˙s\ (RukebdAT¨¨;�po)pTmN˙s\ (RukebdAT¨¨;�po)pTmN˙s\ (RukebdAT¨¨;�po)pTmN˙s\ (RukebdAT¨¨;�po)
(Rukebd)(Rukebd)(Rukebd)(Rukebd)(Rukebd)

8:30 am Brief news
8:35 am Music:

-I do cherish you
8:40 am Perspectives
8:45am Music:

-I want you back
8:50 am National news/

Slogan
9:00 am Music:

-You make me a
better man

9:05am International
news

Monday, 18 December
Tune in today

Bura;' qim\' ek¥ac\;' rhn\;AmÂk̂;Bura;' qim\' ek¥ac\;' rhn\;AmÂk̂;Bura;' qim\' ek¥ac\;' rhn\;AmÂk̂;Bura;' qim\' ek¥ac\;' rhn\;AmÂk̂;Bura;' qim\' ek¥ac\;' rhn\;AmÂk̂;

edÅKc\‘mic\ (kqaAqc\;)(kqaAqc\;)(kqaAqc\;)(kqaAqc\;)(kqaAqc\;)

Aqk\ (78)Ṅs\Aqk\ (78)Ṅs\Aqk\ (78)Ṅs\Aqk\ (78)Ṅs\Aqk\ (78)Ṅs\
rn\kun\tuic\;' buil\teTac\‘mi>ny\' Aṁt\ (4)rp\k∑k\'

buil\teTac\lm\;' Aim\Aṁt\ (14)en k∑y\l∑n\q̈ √̂;l̇v∑n\>f zn̂;'
ss\kuic\;tuic\;' bn\;emak\‘mi>ny\' DmμsÂkalm\;en edÅÂkv\lOic\
(k∑y\l∑n\)f v^m' mKc\sn\;N∑y\(t∑´Pk\påemak) Datuebd@an'
hqçattk˚quil\' mKc\sn\;Âk∑y\(�pv\pwy\y¨er;' Am˙t\ (2)
qt†ot∑c\;lup\cn\;' en�pv\eta\' mmui;miu;ew (bn\;emak\)' mK¥ioK¥ioma
(pc\sc\@an' nÿ;luik\eAa.P\�mn\maqtc\;satuik\)' emac\emac\eT∑;+
mKc\Kc\l̇(Alup\RuMṄc\.Alup\qma;√pedss\eS;er;' en�pv\eta\)tui>f
K¥s\l̇s∑aeqa em∑;miKc\Âk̂;qv\ 16-12-2006 en> ven 5 nar̂t∑c\
k∑y\l∑n\q∑a;påq�Pc\. 20-12-2006 en> (12;00)nar̂t∑c\ erew;
AeA;tuik\ṁ erew;quqan\qui> pui>eSac\m̂;q‘gç  ih\mv\�Ps\påeÂkac\;
rp\ew;rp\n̂;eneS∑m¥io; mit\qgçhm¥a;Aa; AeÂkac\;Âka;Ap\påqv\"
enAim\m˙ ka;m¥a; nMnk\ 10;00 nar^ T∑k\K∑apåmv\"

 k¥n\rs\q̈miqa;su k¥n\rs\q̈miqa;su k¥n\rs\q̈miqa;su k¥n\rs\q̈miqa;su k¥n\rs\q̈miqa;su

9:10 am Music:
-Let   me be the
one

1:30 pm News  / Slogan
1:40 pm Lunch time

music
-I hear you now
-Lilae wine
-You make me
feel

9:00 pm Spotlight  on
the star:
A*Teens
-Can’t help
-Hi & Goodbye

9:10 pm Article
9:20 pm Music
9:35 pm Vocal Gems
 9:45 pm News  / Slogan
10:00 pm PEL

5:00 pm
5. Dance  variety

5:15 pm
6. �mn\masa�mn\masa�mn\masa�mn\masa�mn\masa' ' ' ' ' �mn\maska;�mn\maska;�mn\maska;�mn\maska;�mn\maska;

5:30 pm
7. Song and dance of

national races
5:40 pm
8. {m̈;lYc\memac\;ń>{m̈;lYc\memac\;ń>{m̈;lYc\memac\;ń>{m̈;lYc\memac\;ń>{m̈;lYc\memac\;ń>

emac\;lYc\mm̈;ń>}emac\;lYc\mm̈;ń>}emac\;lYc\mm̈;ń>}emac\;lYc\mm̈;ń>}emac\;lYc\mm̈;ń>}
(l̈mc\;'q̈q̈hMqa'(l̈mc\;'q̈q̈hMqa'(l̈mc\;'q̈q̈hMqa'(l̈mc\;'q̈q̈hMqa'(l̈mc\;'q̈q̈hMqa'
Aim\Aim\;)Aim\Aim\;)Aim\Aim\;)Aim\Aim\;)Aim\Aim\;)
(dåRiuk\ta-qk\tc\)(dåRiuk\ta-qk\tc\)(dåRiuk\ta-qk\tc\)(dåRiuk\ta-qk\tc\)(dåRiuk\ta-qk\tc\)

5:45 pm
9. Musical programme

(The Radio
Myanmar Modern
Music Troupe)

6:00 pm
10. Evening news
6:30 pm
11. Weather report
6:35 pm
12.     Niuc\cM�Ka;Niuc\cM�Ka;Niuc\cM�Ka;Niuc\cM�Ka;Niuc\cM�Ka;kat∑n;\kat∑n;\kat∑n;\kat∑n;\kat∑n;\zat\lm\;t∑´zat\lm\;t∑´zat\lm\;t∑´zat\lm\;t∑´zat\lm\;t∑´

{etat∑c\;qa;cy\el;}{etat∑c\;qa;cy\el;}{etat∑c\;qa;cy\el;}{etat∑c\;qa;cy\el;}{etat∑c\;qa;cy\el;}
(Apiuc\;-35)(Apiuc\;-35)(Apiuc\;-35)(Apiuc\;-35)(Apiuc\;-35)

6:50 pm
13. Al˙R˙amy\l˙kmıawy\Al˙R˙amy\l˙kmıawy\Al˙R˙amy\l˙kmıawy\Al˙R˙amy\l˙kmıawy\Al˙R˙amy\l˙kmıawy\
7:15 pm
14. Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´

{K¥s\�Kc\;N˙c\.At¨}{K¥s\�Kc\;N˙c\.At¨}{K¥s\�Kc\;N˙c\.At¨}{K¥s\�Kc\;N˙c\.At¨}{K¥s\�Kc\;N˙c\.At¨}
(Apiuc\;-27)(Apiuc\;-27)(Apiuc\;-27)(Apiuc\;-27)(Apiuc\;-27)
(zat\qim\;piuc\;)(zat\qim\;piuc\;)(zat\qim\;piuc\;)(zat\qim\;piuc\;)(zat\qim\;piuc\;)

8:00 pm
15. News.
16. International news
17. Weather report
18. Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´Niuc\cM�Ka;zat\lm\;t∑´

{tky\qeBak¥ty\}{tky\qeBak¥ty\}{tky\qeBak¥ty\}{tky\qeBak¥ty\}{tky\qeBak¥ty\}
(Apiuc\;-9)(Apiuc\;-9)(Apiuc\;-9)(Apiuc\;-9)(Apiuc\;-9)

19. mc\;k∑n\; Sraeta\mc\;k∑n\; Sraeta\mc\;k∑n\; Sraeta\mc\;k∑n\; Sraeta\mc\;k∑n\; Sraeta\
Bura;”k^; √^wisit†qaraBura;”k^; √^wisit†qaraBura;”k^; √^wisit†qaraBura;”k^; √^wisit†qaraBura;”k^; √^wisit†qara
BiwMqf Arp\Sy\m¥k\ṄaBiwMqf Arp\Sy\m¥k\ṄaBiwMqf Arp\Sy\m¥k\ṄaBiwMqf Arp\Sy\m¥k\ṄaBiwMqf Arp\Sy\m¥k\Ṅa
emt†aBawnap∑a;m¥a;�Kc\;emt†aBawnap∑a;m¥a;�Kc\;emt†aBawnap∑a;m¥a;�Kc\;emt†aBawnap∑a;m¥a;�Kc\;emt†aBawnap∑a;m¥a;�Kc\;
tra;eta\tra;eta\tra;eta\tra;eta\tra;eta\

20. Thet next day’s pro-
gramme
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* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives Four social objectivesFour political objectives

His Excellency Hon Ratnasiri
Wickramanayaka was born on 5 May
1933. He attended Dhamapala
Vidyalaya and Ananda College. He
studied law as a student attached to
Lincola’s Inn, London reading for the
Barrister’s at Law Examination and
completed the 1st part of the said Ex-
amination. He served as President of
Ceylon Student’s Union in the UK in
1957 as well as Convenor and Chair-
man of the Afro Asian Students’ Asso-
ciation in the UK in 1958.

His Excellency Hon Ratnasiri
Wickramanayaka became a member
of Parliament in March 1960 and got
elected again in  July 1960 and contin-
ued till 1977. He became Deputy Min-
ister of Justice in 1970 and Minister of
Plantation Industries as well as the
Minister of Justice in 1976.

He also served as General Sec-
retary of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
from 1979 till 1983, Minister of Public
Administration, Home Affairs and
Plantation Industries from 1994 till
2000. He was appointed as Prime Min-
ister, Minister of Plantation Industries
and Cultural Affairs in 2000.

In June 2004, he was appointed
as Minister of Buddha Sasana, Public
Security, Law and Order, and Deputy

Curriculum Vitae of His Excellency
Hon Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka,
Prime Minister of the Democratic

Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

Minister of Defence. In addition, he
served as Minister of Agriculture from
August 2005. In November 2005, he
became Prime Minister, Minister of
Disaster Management and Deputy Min-
ister of Defence.

Since February 2006, he has
been serving as Prime Minister, Minis-
ter of Internal Administration and
Deputy Minister of Defence.

He is married.
 MNA

NAY PYI TAW, 17
Dec — A press confer-
ence on the economic
growth of Myanmar, im-
plementation of the Mil-
lennium Development
Goals and Myanmar’s
cooperation with the UN
agencies and internal and
international NGOs was
held at the hall of the Min-
istry of National Planning
and Economic Develop-
ment, here, this morning.

First, Minister for
National Planning and
Economic Development
U Soe Tha clarified eco-
nomic growth of
Myanmar, implementa-
tion of the Millennium De-
velopment Goals and co-
operation with the UN
agencies and internal and
international NGOs.

Press conference on economic
growth of Myanmar,

implementation of Millennium
Goals and cooperation with

UN agencies and internal and
international NGOs held

Hon Ratnasiri Wickramanayaka,
Prime Minister of the

Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka.—MNA

(The clarification
of Minister U Soe Tha is
reported separately.)

Deputy Minister
for Labour Maj-Gen Aung
Kyi clarified development
of employement opportu-
nities and cooperation be-
tween ILO and Myanmar.

(The clarification
of Deputy Minister Maj-
Gen Aung Kyi is reported
separately.)

Minister for
NPED U Soe Tha, Minis-
ter for Finance and Rev-
enue Maj-Gen Hla Tun,
Deputy Minister for La-
bour Maj-Gen Aung Kyi,
Deputy Minister for En-
ergy Brig-Gen Than Htay,
Governor of Central Bank
of Myanmar U Kyaw
Kyaw Maung, Managing
Director Dr San Oo of

Myanma Electric Power
Enterprise, Deputy Direc-
tor-General U Kyaw Zaw
of the Directorate of In-
vestment and Companies
Administration replied to
the queries raised by local
and foreign journalists.

Also present on
the occasion were Minis-
ter for Transport Maj-Gen
Thein Swe, Minister for
Livestock and Fisheries
Brig-Gen Maung Maung
Thein, Deputy Minister
for NPED Col Thurein
Zaw, Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Maung
Myint, Deputy Minister
for Energy Brig-Gen Than
Htay, Deputy Minister for
Education U Myo Nyunt,
Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Mya Oo, Dean

(See page 13)

Minister for National Planning and Economic Development U Soe Tha clarifies cooperation with UN agencies, internal and international
Non-Governmental Organizations at the  press conference.— MNA
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