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Senior General Than Shwe =[ True patriotism ]:
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congratulates Mexican President |8+ itisvery important for everyoneof the i
NAy Pyi Taw, 1 Dec— Senior General Than Shwe, Chair man of theState : nation regardlessof theplacehelivesto :
Peaceand Development Council of theUnion of Myanmar , hassent amessage : have Strong Union Sp”'t- :
of congratulationstoHisExcellency Mr FelipaCalderon Hinojosa, President- || |g * Only Umor_] Spll‘.lt. |sthetruepatr|ot|sm [
elect of the United M exican States, on the occasion of hisassumption of duty : all the nationalities will have to safe- :
asthe President of the United M exican States. —MNA | guard' [ |
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Vice-Senior G | M A ives |
new Military Attacheé of Lao PDR
N
NAy PviTaw,30Nov | People’sDemocratic Re- | Deputy Military Attaché
— Vice-Chairman of the | public to the Union of Capt Xayasone
State Peace and Devel- | Myanmar at Bayintnaung | K eonhothi of the Lao
opment Council of the | Yeiktha, here, at 11 am | ppR. —MNA
Union of Myanmar | today. 4
Deputy Commander-in- Also present at the Vice-Senior
Chief of Defence Serv- | call wereCommander-in- General Ma.lu_ng Aye
ices Commander-in- | Chief (Navy)Vice-Admi- grealelltary
Chief (Army) Vice-Sen- | ral Soe Thein, Com- Attaché Colonel
ior General Maung Aye | mander-in-Chief (Air) Lt- Khamsy
received new Military | Gen Myat Hein, Military Vongkhamsao of
AttachéColonel Khamsy | Affairs Security Chief LPDR.
Vongkhamsao of theLao | Maj-Gen Ye Myint and MNA
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NAY Pyi Taw, 30 Nov —
Vice-Chairman of the State Peace
and Development Council of the
Unionof Myanmar Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General
MaungAyereceived Defenceand
Military Attaché Colonel Yayat
Hidayat of the Republic of Indo-
nesiawho had completed histour
of duty and hissuccessor Colonel
Dedi Priatna Ariestadi at
Bayintnaung Y eiktha, here, at
11.30 am today.

Also present at the call
were Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Vice-Admiral SoeThein,
Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye receives Defence and Military Attaché Colonel Yayat Hldayat of the
Republic of Indonesia who had completed histour of duty and his successor Colonel Dedi Priatna Ariestadi at
Bayintnaung Yeiktha in Nay Pyi Taw.— MNA

Gen Myat Hein and Military Af-
fairs Security Chief Mag-GenYe
Myint. — MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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PERSPECTIVES

Friday, 1 December, 2006
Eliminating drugs, national
duty

Thegovernment of Myanmar formed the
Central Committee for Progress of Border Ar-
eas and National Races and subcommittees in
1989 with the object of bringing development to
border areasthat lagged behind development in
other regions of the nation.

Realizingthegood intentionsand wor k of
the government, 17 armed groups of national
raceshavereturnedtothelegal fold and arenow
actively carryingout regional development tasks
hand in hand with the gover nment.

The government regards elimination of
drugsasanational duty and ismakingeffortson
all frontstor oot out thedanger of nar coticsonce
and for all. At thesametime,itistryingtoraise
theliving standard of national races and to put
an end to poppy cultivation completely.

On 22 April, 1997, M ongla Special Region
(4) in Shan State (East) was declared drug-free
zoneand a museum wasbuilt tomark theelimi-
nation of drugs. On 27 December, 2000, a drug
elimination museumwasopened alsoin L aukkai,
K okang Special Region (1) in Shan State(North).
Thecultivation of poppy hasbeentotally stopped
in Kokang Special Region (1) since 2003. To
substitute the income from poppy cultivation,
leader s of the national races have been engaged
inagricultureand livestock breedingand carry-
ingout regional development wor k together with
the gover nment.

Myanmar regardsthe danger of narcotic
drugs as grave threat to the entire mankind.
With this conviction, it has been implementing
the 15-year plan for the elimination of narcotic
drugs since 1999.

The government is going to spend more
than 33,588 million kyats plus 150 million US
dollars on the plan. With or without outside
help, Myanmar is determined to wipe out the
danger of narcotic drugswith the use of itsown

* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

¥ Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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Lt-Gen Myint Swe inspects agriculture,

livestock breeding tasksin Bago Station

/
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Lt-Gen Myint Swe delivers an address in meeting with officers and other ranks
of Bago Station. — MNA

Y anGon, 30 Nov — Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence arrived at the poultry farm of the
local battalion in Bago Station this afternoon.

Commander of No77LI1D Brig-GenWinMyint
reported on breeding of poultry, cultivation of physic
nut plants and other seasonal crops.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe gaveinstructionson efforts
to be made for gaining more progressin the tasks.

Heinspected the pig farm of theLID. TheLID
Commander and Chairman of Bago Division Peace

and Development Council Commander of Southern
CommandMgj-GenKoKoreportedonlivestock breed-
ing tasks.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Myint Swe inspected culti-
vation of onion plantation.

Next, he met with Tatmadawmen and family
membersof Bago Station at Y an Nyein AyeHall of the
LID headquarters and instructed them to carry out
livestock breeding and agricultural tasks.

MNA

human and natural resour ces.

20 members of Mohnyin
Township NLD quit

Y ancon, 30 Nov — Altogether 14 members
including U TunYi of Ashaesuward and six members
including U Thaung Pe of Zigon ward, totalling 20
members of Mohnyin Township National Leaguefor
Demoacracy of Kachin StateresignedfromtheNLD of
their own accord on 9 October and sent resignation
lettersto the NL D Headquartersand local authorities.

In their resignation letters sent to Mohnyin
Township Multi-party Democracy General Election
Sub-Commission, they said that the NLD had never
served theinterests of the State and the people but its
own, and they quit the party dueto losing trust in the
NLD and party leaders. — MNA

| 8)
* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated
* Do not be bolstered whenever flat-
tered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased
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Stakesdriven for construction of Water
Purifying Plant at Mandalay Central Jail

Y ancon, 30 Nov — A ceremony to drive stakes
for construction of the water purifying plant worth
over K 40 million for supplying drinking water to
inmates, those who visit the inmates, and staff and
families of the Prisons Department was held at Man-
dalay Central Jail in Mandalay on 25 November.

Present on the occasion were Director-General
U Zaw Win of thePrisonsDepartment, Director U Nyi
Soe, Secretary of Mandalay Division Union Solidar-
ity and Development Association U Tin Maung Oo
and executives, wellwishers, the Commander of Man-
dalay Division Police Force, officials of Special In-
vestigation Department and Bureau of Special Inves-
tigation, Assistant Director U Mya Thwin of Manda-
lay Central Jail, staff officers and wardens.

Director U Nyi Soe, the Secretary of Mandalay
Division USDA, the Commander of Division Police
Force, officialsof SID and BSI, water purifying plant
wellwisher for Mandalay Jail U Aung Myat (Mother
Trading Co Ltd), water purifying plant wellwisher for
NyaungU Jail U Tun Win (Step Garment Factory),
water purifying plant wellwisher for Myingyan Jail U
Win Lwin of Kyaw ThaCo and toiletswellwisher for
Myingyan and NyaungU Jails Dr Maung Maung Aye
(Moe Hein Co) drove the stakes at the designated
places.

The director-general presented gifts to the
wellwishers. Wellwisher U AungMyat (M other Trad-
ing Co Ltd) had donated awater purifying plant worth
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K 43.7millionat Insein Central Jail and heal so donated
a water purifying plant and toilet worth over K 60
million at Mandalay Central Jail.

Those wishing to donate water purifying plants
and toilets at jails under the Prisons Department may
contact the Director-General’ s Office. — MNA

[ YCDC strivesto offer correct and
efficient servicesto the public, welcomes
complaints about malpractice

Y anGoN, 30 Nov — As the Government has
beenin adriveto servetheinterests of the State and
the peoplefor giving genuineservicesin accord with
the instructions of the State leaders, Yangon City
Development Committee is also striving to offer
correct and efficient services to the public through
correct supervision.

The Y CDC issued a statement that the public
if they face any of personnel misconduct such as
malpractice of bribery and corruption, breaking of
rulesand regulations or abuse of power and position
for self-interest and official harassment may file
complaintsabout themtothe Y CDC ontelephoneor
in person, that official inquiry concerning the cases
will be swift and effective.

For any complaint the public may dial 01-

\371950 and 01-249045 of the YCDC. — MNA
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Malaysia, Indonesiato sign
MoU on open burning control

KuaLAa Lumpur, 28
Nov—Malaysia and
Indonesia will sign a
memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) on the
control of open burningin
the plantation industry to

inlndonesia, Chinsaidthat
so far there had been no
official reply from the
Indonesian Government.
Chin said he believed
the allegations were
made by the some non-

governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) there.

The minister added
he himself also wanted
to know which plantation
companieswere allegedly
involved.— MNA/Xinhua

tackle the haze problem
next week, local media
reported Monday.

Mdaysian Plantation
Industries and Commo-
dities Miniger Peter Chin
Fah Kui said the MoU will
be sgned by his ministry
and the Indonesian
Agriculture Ministry.

TheMoUisalong-term
commitment from both
countriesontheissue, Chin
toldreportersSunday night
in Kuching, capital of
Sarawak state in eastern
Malaysia

When asked to

comment on allegations
that Malaysian companies
were involved in open
burning in  south
Kalimantan and Sumatra

A saleswoman displays a 26.62 carat diamond at a
shopping centrein Nanning, south China’s
Guangxi Province on 27 Nov, 2006.—INTERNET

TeHERAN, 28 Nov—AnN Iranian
military aircraft crashed at an airport
in Teheran on Monday, killing 38
people on board, state-run lranian
television reported.

It said the Russian-designed
Antonov-74belongedtolran’ sRevolu-
tionary Guards, the ideological wing
of thelslamic Republic’ smilitary. The
television said in written captions on
screen 35 guards and three crew were
killed.

A television reporter quoted a
Revolutionary Guards official as

\
—
-~ -

lran military plane crashes,
38 killed

Workers examine wreckage f the plane that crashed at Teheran’s
Mehrabad Airport on 27 Nov, 2006. —XINHUA

saying 32 guards and six crew had
been killed.
A civil aviation official told state
radioall thoseon board had beenkilled.
“A few minutes ago an Antonov-74
plane that belonged to the Re-
volutionary Guards crashed after
taking off from Mehrabad Airport,”
the television said, adding the plane
had been due to fly to Shiraz south of
the capital. Teheran’s Mehrabad
Airportisusedfor civilianand military
flights.
MNA/Reuters

United Nations Secretary-General’s
Message on World AIDS Day
1 December 2006

Y anGon, 1 Dec— The following is the message sent by UN Secretary-
General on the occasion of World AIDS Day which falls today.

In the 25 years since the first case was reported, AIDS has changed the
world. Ithaskilled 25 million people, andinfected 40 millionmore. It hasbecome
theworld' sleading cause of death among both women and men aged 15 to 59.
It hasinflicted the single greatest reversal in the history of haman devel opment.
In other words, it has become the greatest challenge of our generation.

For far too long, the world was in denial. But over the past 10 years,
attitudes have changed. Theworld has started to take thefight against AIDS as
serioudly asit deserves.

Financia resources are being committed like never before, people have
access to antiretroviral trestment like never before, and severa countries are
managing to fight the spread like never before. Now, asthe number of infections
continues unabated, we need to mobilize political will like never before.

The creation of UNAIDS a decade ago, bringing together the strengths
and resources of many different parts of the United Nations family, was a
milestonein transforming theway theworld respondsto AIDS. Andfiveyears
ago, all UN Member Statesreached anew milestoneby adopting the Declaration
of Commitment—containing a number of specific, far-reaching and time-
bound targets for fighting the epidemic.

That same year, as| made HIV/AIDS a personal priority in my work
as Secretary-General, | called for the creation of a “war-chest” of an
additional seven to ten billion dollars ayear. Today, | am deeply proud to
be Patron of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria, which has
channelled almost three billion dollars to programmes across the globe.
Recently, we have seen significant additional funding from bilateral donors,
national treasuries, civil society and other sources. Annual investmentsin
the response to AIDS in low-and middle-income countries now stand at
more than eight billion dollars. Of course, much more is needed; by 2010
total needs for a comprehensive AIDS response will exceed 20 billion
dollarsayear. But we have at |east made astart on getting the resources and
strategies in place.

Because the response has started to gain real momentum, the stakes are
higher now than ever before. We cannot risk letting the advances that have
been achieved unravel; we must not jeopardizethe heroic efforts of so many.
The challenge now is to deliver on all the promises that have been made—
including the Millennium Development Goal, agreed by all the world's
Governments, of halting and beginningto reversethe spread of HIV by 2015.
Leadersat every level must recognizethat halting the spread of AIDSisalso
aprerequisite for reaching most of the other Goal's, which together form the
international community’ sagreed blueprint for building abetter worldinthe
21st century. Leaders must hold themselves accountable—and be held
accountable by all of us.

Accountability— the theme of this World AIDS Day — requires every
President and Prime Minister, every parliamentarian and politician, to decide
and declare that “AIDS stops with me”. It requires them to strengthen
protection for al vulnerable groups— whether peoplelivingwith HIV, young
people, sex workers, injecting drug users, or men who have sex with men. It
reguiresthemtowork handinhandwith civil society groups, whoareso crucial
to the struggle. It requiresthem to work for real, positive change that will give
morepower and confidencetowomenand girls, adtransformrel ationsbetween
women and men at all levels of society.

But accountability applies not only to those who hold positions of
power. It also appliestoall of us. It requiresbusinessleaderstowork for HIV
prevention in the workplace and in the wider community, and to care for
affected workers and their families. It requires health workers, community
leadersand faith- based groupstolisten and care, without passing judgement.
It requires fathers, husbands, sons and brothers to support and affirm the
rights of women. It requiresteachersto nurture the dreams and aspirations of
girls. Itrequiresmento hel p ensurethat other men assumetheir responsibility
— and understand that real manhood means protecting othersfromrisk. And
it requires every one of us help bring AIDS out of the shadows, and spread
the message that silence is death.

| will soon be stepping down as Secretary-General of theUnited Nations.
But aslong as| have strength, | will keep spreading that message. That iswhy
World AIDS Day will aways be specia to me. On thisWorld AIDS Day, let
us vow to keep the promise — not only this day, or thisyear, or next year —
but every day, until the epidemic is conquered. —UNIC
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All citizens should always keep in the fore Our Three
Main National Causes, with political awareness

Y ancon, 30 Nov —Thefollowingistheproposals
of Lahu National Development Party presented by
U Kya Shi of the party onthedetailed basic principles
that should be adopted for the chapters* Election” ,
“Political Parties” and “ Provisions on Sate of
Emergency” to be included in drafting the State
Constitution at the Plenary Session of the National
Convention held at Pyidaungsu Hall of
Nyaunghnapin CampinHmawby Township, Yangon
Division, on 28-11-2006.

| wish you the esteemed Chairman and members
of the Panel of Chairmen, the Chairman of National
Convention Convening Commission and members,
the Chairman of National Convention Convening
Work Committee and members, the Chairman of
National Convention Convening Management
Committee and members and National Convention
delegates to be blessed with health and happiness
and auspiciousness. | am U Kya Shi, a National
Convention delegate of Lahu National Devel opment
Party. | will now discuss the chapter “Election”
explained by the Chairman of National Convention
Convening Work Committee.

Mr Chairman,

The Work Committee Chairman explained the
detailed basic principles for the chapter at the
plenary session of the National Convention held on
30 October 2006. They are in conformity with the
stipulations stated in the constitutions of world
nations and 1947 Constitution and 1974
Constitution. Hence, we find that the following
pointsshould beadopted asdetail ed basic principles
for the chapter.

“Every citizen who hasturned 18 on thedate
on which elections commence, who is not
disqualified by law, who is eligible to vote, and
whohastheright tovoteunder thelaw, shall have
theright to vote.”

“Every citizen whoiseligibletovoteand who
hastheright to vote by the law shall cast only a
vote for a Hluttaw each at a constituency.

“In addition, people of national races
concerned who are eligibleto votein accordance
with theprovisionsof the State Constitution shall
havetheright to votein electing representatives
of national racesto the Region or State Hluttaw
concerned.”

“Ballot shall be exercised.”

“The following persons shall have no right to
vote—

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)
(€)

member s of the Religious Order;

persons serving prison terms;

per sons adjudged to be of unsound mind

asprovided for in therelevant law;

persons who have not yet been cleared
from being declared destitute; and
persons who are banned from voting
under the election law.”

“At an election, a candidate—

(a) shall be elected to one Hluttaw only.

(b) shall standfor election at oneconstituency
only.”

“(a)ElectoratelivingintheUnion territories,
or theUnionterritoriesdesignated by the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw under thelaw, shall
elect member sof the Pyithu Hluttaw and
the Amyotha Hluttaw only.

(b) Save as otherwise prescribed by the
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Constitution, a Region or State Hluttaw
member elected in a constituency that
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw has designated
asaUnionterritory shall nolonger stand
as a Hluttaw member”

“Every citizen whoisnot disqualified by the
provisionsof thisConstitution and theprovisions
of the law regulating elections shall have the
right to stand for election to a Hluttaw”

Mr Chairman,

The Work Committee Chairman presented in
detail the matter concerning the recall of an MP,
citing the respective sections and articles of the
1947 Constitution and 1974 Constitution as
examples. Hence the para 6 and subparas (a) to (e)
should be adopted. The point “The Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw shall prescribe necessary laws on election
and recall” is also appropriate.

Now | will discuss the formation of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission. The National
Convention laid down a fundamental principle to
enact necessary laws for the formation of political
parties for the flourishing of genuine discipline-
flourishing democracy. There should be a body to
realize the law concerning the parties. Hence the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission should beformed.
Concerning the matter, the Work Committee
Chairman made a thorough explanation which
includes 1947 Constitution and 1974 Constitution
and the constitutions of some nations. Hence, the
paras8(a) and (b) and 9 (a) to (h) should be adopted.
The point “If the President has to blame or charge
the chairman or amember of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission, he shall do so in accord with the
provision prescribedinthisConstitution onblaming
the Union Chief Justice or any of Union Supreme
Court Judges.” is comprehensive enough to be
adopted.

Mr Chairman,

The chairman and members of the commission
should be permitted to resign from it due to health
grounds or other reasons. The points “If the
chairman or amember of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission in service wishes to resign from his
own accord due to his health condition or any of
other reasons, he may submit hisresignation to the
President.” “1f the seat of the chairman or amember
of the Pyidaungsu Election Commission is vacant
dueto resignation, termination of responsibilities,
death, or any of other reasons, the President may
appoint a new chairman or a member of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission in accord with
the provisions on appointment of a Union minister
enumerated in the State Constitution.” and “1f the
chairman or amember of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commissionisagovernment employee, heshall be
deemed to have resigned from civil service in
accord with the existing civil service rules and
regulations from the date he is appointed as the
chairman or amember of the Pyidaungsu Election
Commission.” should be adopted as the detailed
basic principles.

Mr Chairman,

We would like to suggest that the following
point should be adopted:

“ThePyidaungsu Election Commission’ saction
and measures over the following matters shall be
final:

18/8/3, 8:33 PM

U Kya
Shi of
Lahu
National ®
Deve- |
lopment
Party.

MNA

(a) electoral procedures,

(b) appeals and amendments on electoral

benches' decisions and orders;

(c) matters taken under political party law.”

We also agree to the points “Responsibilities,
powers and rights of the chairman and members of
the Pyidaungsu Election Commission shall be
prescribed by law.” and “ Therol e of the chairman of
the Pyidaungsu Election Commission is designated
to be equivalent to the position of aVice-President,
and amember, to the position of aUnion minister in
order to make reference to responsibilities, powers
and rights of the chairman and members of the
Pyidaungsu Election Commission in prescribing
laws.”

Disputes may arise in future if there is no
explanation about the stay of national people who
went abroad for further study under the permission
of thegovernment, on businessor on personal affairs.
Now, the nation has launched the market-oriented
economic system. Therefore, many nationals are
staying in foreign countries on duty with the
permission of the government, or on business, or on
personal affairs. Suchstay inforeign countriesshould
be deemed to have settled in the Union.

We would like to suggest that expression “the
period of staying in foreign countries under State
permission should be deemed to have settled in the
Union” should be added to the point “having settled
inthe Union of Myanmar for at |east 10 consecutive
years up to the time of being elected as Pyithu
Hluttaw representative”.

Mr Chairman,

I will now discuss the detailed basic principles
for the chapter “Political Parties’. The National
Convention has already adopted the fundamental
principle “the State shall enact necessary law for
systematic formation of political parties for
flourishing of genuine multiparty democracy
system”. There should be a law to systematically
establish political parties for flourishing of
discipline-flourishing genuinemulti party democracy
system and emergence of political parties that will
correctly lead the citizens. The Union of Myanmar
that has been under the rule of her own monarchs
became a colony after three wars, the first one in
1824, the secondin 1852, and thethird in 1885, with
the colonialists. The nation regained independence
on 4 January 1948. But she faced many dangers of
insurgency resulting from colonialist instigation.

(See page 5)
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It isalso necessary for political partiesto safeguard
Our Three Main National Causes as a national duty

(from page 4)

Hence, the Tatmadaw had to safeguard thenation.
Every time the Union faced disintegration, the
Tatmadaw had to safeguard it. Time and again, the
Tatmadaw has safeguarded the nation. The neo-
colonialistsbegrudging theunity of thenational races
of the Union have been making attemptsto break up
the national unity and the Union through various
meansto make Myanmar their minion. All thecitizens
should always keep in the fore Our Three Main
National Causes, with political awareness. It is also
necessary for political partiesto safeguard Our Three
Main National Causes as a national duty.

Hence, the point “Political parties set the
objective— non-disintegration of theUnion, non-
disintegration of national solidarity and
per petuation of sover eignty” should be adopted as
adetailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

Itisfoundthatitisrequiredtolay downdetailed
basic principles concerning the qualifications of
political parties as necessary, after taking the
experiences Myanmar had faced as lessons, for the
flourishing of genuine multiparty democracy in the
nation. A political party must abide by the
Constitution and the existing laws in addition to
accepting and exercising a genuine multiparty
democracy system. Moreover, it must be legally
registered.

Hence, the following point should be adopted:
A political party shall:

(a) accept and practisediscipline-flourishing

genuine multiparty democracy.

(b) abidebytheConstitution and theexisting
laws.

(c) belegally registered as a political party.

A systematically formed political party can exist
as a political party and carry out organizational
work inthenationinaccord withthelaw. Inaddition,
itwill havethe permissionto standfor el ectionsheld
in the nation.

We suggest that the following detailed basic
principle should be adopted:

In accordance with the law, a political party
shall have theright to:

(a) organize freely;

(b) to stand for elections.

In addition, the following point should be
adopted as detailed basic principle:

“1. The continued existence of a political
party shall not be permitted if

(a) it has been declared as an unlawful
associationin accordwith theexistinglaw.

(b) it contacts or abets the insurgent group
waging the armed rebellion against the
State or the association or persons
determined by the Statetohavecommitted
terrorist actsor the association declared
to be unlawful association directly or
indirectly.

(c) it directly or indirectly receivesfinancial,
material and other assistance from the
government or areligiousassociation, or
any other association or an individual
person of aforeign country.

(d) it abusesreligion for political purpose.

2.1f thebody havingtheauthority toregister
political parties finds that a political party is
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connected with anyoneof thepointsstated in the
above-mentioned sub-paragraphs(a), (b), (c) or
(d), the party’sregistration shall berevoked.
Mr Chairman,

Political parties should be the organizations
capabl eof heading towardsflourishing of discipline-
flourishing genuine multiparty democracy in the
entire Union and in the respective Regions and
Statesinaccordwiththenation’ spolitical, security,
economic and social conditions and traditions and
customs. It is opined that the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
should enact necessary lawsfor the political parties
to prevent differences when they carry out the
leadership role.

Hencethe point “ The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall
enact necessary laws concerning the political
parties.” should be adopted.

Mr Chairman,

I will now present the chapter onthe*Provisions
on State of Emergency”. After studying the 1947
Constitution and the constitutions of some nations,
it is found that the power to declare a state of
emergency isvestedinthe President. But the power
is not totally and independently vested in the
President. ThePresident hasto submit themeasures
he has taken to the legislative bodies for approval.
The study also showsthat a state of emergency can
bedeclared because of war, foreigninvasion, armed
insurgency, natural disasters, economic failures
andthePresident’ sassumptionthat agravesituation
is endangering the security of the entire nation or
any part of the nation. The President should declare
astate of emergency only after making consultation
with the National Defence and Security Council. It
will be more effective if the President declares a
state of emergency only after issuing an ordinance
having the force of law.

The clarification of the Work Committee
Chairman concerning the declaration of a state of
emergency if the administrative functions cannot
be carried out in accord with the Constitution in a
Region or a State or a Union territory or a Self-
Administered Areaisreasonableand comprehensive
to be adopted as detailed basic principles.

Mr Chairman,

ThePresidentwill haveto exercisetheexecutive
power to restore the administrative machinery back
to normal when the community peace and the rule
of law arein astate of deterioration. If the President
entrust the power to suitable persons, the
administrative machinery will run as normal.

The points concerning the declaration of astate
of emergency by the President when there arises or
there is sufficient reason to occur a state of
emergency endangering life and property of the
peopleinaRegion or aStateor aSelf-Administered
Areaor in any part of them in conformity with the
constitutions of some other nationsand the national
conditions should be adopted.

Mr Chairman,

Martial law should be declared, if the measures
being taken by the local administrative and civil
bodieswiththe help of the Tatmadaw areineffective
and the danger is not dying down as it should be. It
isbelievedthat thedetailed basi c principleconcerning
the declaration of martial law is appropriate.

In our view, matters in connection with the
taking of Tatmadaw’s declaration, the issuance of
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martial law if necessary, the declarationof ordinance
having the force of law in declaring a state of
emergency, the area covered by the ordinance and
the duration of ordinance, the restriction and
revocation of the fundamental rights of citizens if
necessary, and the submission of the ordinance to
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw for approval are in
conformity with the future situation of the nation as
they are extracted from 1947 Constitution and 1974
Constitution, and constitutions of world nations. In
our view detailed basic principles concerning the
matters should be adopted.

Mr Chairman,

The National Convention has already adopted
thedetail ed basic principlessaying that the ordinance
will ceaseto have effect fromthedateon whichitis
disapproved by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw; and that
the ordinance will be in force till the end of a
required period.

Hence we agree to the points concerning the
duration, termination and cessation of theordinance,
measures to be taken in cause of the occurrence of
attemptsto grab State power through unrest, violence
and insurgency, and the declaration of a state of
emergency in asituation the nation is going to lose
independence and sovereignty.

The President should transfer the State power to
the Commander-in-Chief to save sovereignty in
time. By doing so, unrest and terrorism can be
crushed in time, peace and stability can be restored
and loss of independence and sovereignty can be
prevented. Hence, the detailed basic principles
concerning the transfer of State power to the
Commander-in-Chief after declaring a state of
emergency are appropriate.

Mr Chairman,

InMyanmar history, every time Myanmar faced
disintegration and loss of independence, the
Tatmadaw stood by the people and assumed the
State duties. Hence the National Convention has
already adopted a fundamental principle, saying,
“when there arises a state of emergency that could
cause disintegration of the Union, disintegration of
national solidarity and loss of national sovereignty,
duetotakeover of sovereign State power or attempts
therefore by wrongful forcible means such as
insurgency or violence, the Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief hasthe right to take over and
exercise State power in accord with provisions of
the State Constitution.” the points concerning the
empowerment of the legislative, executive and
judicial powers to the Commander-in-Chief after
transferring the State power to him are appropriate.
The point “The Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services during the declaration of a state of
emergence shall restrict or terminate aprovision or
more than one provision of the fundamental rights
of citizens, as necessary— should be adopted as a
detailed basic principle.

Mr Chairman,

We find that the points explained by the Work
Committee Chairman on 31 October 2006 concerning
thechapter onthe Provisionson aState of Emergency
areinconformity withthe 1947 and 1974 constitutions
of Myanmar, constitutionsof someworld nationsand
thecountry’ ssituation. Henceweagreethat all the23
points of the chapter should be adopted.

MNA
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Questions and answer s made at the press conference on undertakings
In education, health and social affairs sectors of the State

C
. e .

Wil

U Myat Khaing Sﬁap
Shot Journal).—mNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 30
Nov— Thefollowing arethe
guestionsand answer smade
at the press conference on
undertakings carried out in
education, health and social
affairs sectors of the Sate
held here at the Ministry of
Health yesterday.
UMyat Khaing(Snap Shot
Journal): lwouldliketoask
the MPF Director-Genera
about the problem of
narcotics. | heardthecountry
is solving this problem in
cooperation with the
international community and
achieving success. Some
places have been declared
drug free zones. But our
country is still being
criticized for the problem.
Besides, narcotic drugs are
still being trafficked and
arrests made in the country.
Why isit so?

Another question is

that according to the MPF
DG, Kyaw Myint sold about
90 women to contacts in
China. Fatty (a) YeMyoalso
sold 14 otherstothat country.

[ = ]
U Ko Ko (Flower News

Journal). — mnA

In those cases, some of them
were rescued. What | also
heard is that foreigners are
using the children for sexual
abuses. How long has it
happened so? Are there any
other personsto be arrested?
MPF Director General: In
connection with the
smuggling of narcoticsinour
country, already-processed
drugssuch asheroin, Iceand
methamphetamine tablets
cannot be produced in our
country alone. | have
mentioned  about it
repeatedly. | think toproduce
such kinds of drugs we need
precursor chemicals.
Myanmar as a developing
nation cannot produce
precursor chemicals. So, we
cannot say that narcoticdrugs

are produced by our country
alone. Precursor chemicals
can be smuggled into the
country viatheother country.
In this way narcotic drugs
are therein our country. To
solvethisproblem the State
has laid down a 15-year
project from 1999 to 2014.
= ity

U Aung Hla Tun
(Reuters). — mNA

ASEAN's goal of setting up
drug free region isin 2015.
But our goal will beachieved
in2014, oneyear earlier than
that of ASEAN.

There was accusa-
tion against our country
concerning the problem of
narcotics in the American-
annually issued Periodical
Determination publication.
No matter how we've been
accused, wewill continueour
efforts to make the country
the drug free one by 2014.
They are pointing the
accusing finger at us from
their own point of view.

Regarding the problem of human )
trafficking, especially child sex abuse, that
problem emerged in the country in 2001.
But thewor |d had seen theproblem earlier.
It isvery common on the I nternet.

Documentary photos showing progress and endeavours undertaken by
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Home
Affairsin education, health and social affairs sectors. — mNA
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Regarding the
problem of  human
trafficking, especially child
sex abuse, that problem
emerged in the country in
2001. Buttheworldhad seen
theproblemearlier. Itisvery
common on the Internet.
During the year of 2003,
MPF Headquarters in
collaboration with
Australian Federal Police
(AFP) arrested aGermanon
charges of child sex abuse.

Ire

U Hein Latt of Popular
Journal. — MNA

However, he was deported
ashewasinfectedwithHIV.
Again,wewereabletoarrest
Myat K o'sgangindudingthe
|leader. Thegang ismade up
of 21 brokers and 11
foreigners. Wegot thename
list of someof theforeigners.
Action has been taken
against the brokers. Human
trafficking, in other words,
is exploitation. It also
connects with sexual
exploitation and labour
exploitation. Human
smuggling and human
trafficking are different.
Human smuggling means
sending one illegally to

another country by charging
money in violation of the
existing law of that country.
There is no exploitation in
this case. But there is
exploitation in human
trafficking. Now those
children are sexually
exploited. So, this case is
described as human
trafficking. Accordingtothe
confession of the arrested
brokers, there are more
persons to be arrested and
interrogated. Trafficking in
personshaslinkswithglobal
tourism. Itismostly common
in places like beach resorts

U Aung Thu Myaing
(Ji Ji News
Agency).—MNA

and hotels. Each year, some
50 million tourists come to
Asia. Myanmar started to
experience this problem via
the Internet used by some
unscrupulous  tourists
makingfull useof advancing
informationtechnology. This
year, the dangerous person
who persuaded tourists
coming to the country to
abuse child is Mya Ko now
under arrest. Hewasbrought

up by a German and his
education is only the forth
standard. He was sent to
Thailand and Germany. He
wastrainedtousethelnternet
and speak English. He did
his job on the Internet by
offeringtheillegal market of
this country to the other
country. Heisexpectedtobe
19 now.

U Yin Kyaw (Crime
Journal) : The first thing |
wouldliketoknowiswhatis
meant by human trafficking
and human smuggling and
how many prison termsthey
can carry. It is said that, in
Myanmar, humantrafficking
is so rampant that it causes
anxiety amongthepublicand
ithasreachedacritical point.
| would like to know what
steps are being taken to
control _these crimes.

]
el )~
U Yin Kyaw (Crime
Journal). —mnNA

Nowadays, video housesare
everywhere in villages and
towns and cities. These
videos have bad effects on
childrenandyouths. Asl am
in charge of crime news, |

seethat thereareabout seven
or eight reports on
(See page 7)

-

Officialsreply queriesraised by journalists

Navy Pyi Taw, 29 Nov— A press conference on undertakings in education,
healthand social affairssectorsof the Statewasheld at theMinistry of Health, here,
thismorning and it was attended by President U Sao Kai Hpaof Myanmar Foreign
Correspondents Club, Secretary U Thitsar Hla Htway and members, editors and

journalists of local magazines and journals.

Thejournalists raised queries on clarification made by Minister for Health
Dr Kyaw Myint, Minister for Education Dr Chan Nyein, Deputy Minister for
Science and Technology U Kyaw Soe and Director-General Brig-Gen Khin Yi of
Myanmar Police Force and officials concerned made clarification.

(The clarifications are reported separately.)

Afterwards, diplomats, officials of UN agenciesand journalists viewed the
fivedirectiveslaid down by the Head of Statein the development of the education
sector, educational vision and motto, extending of educational opportunities,
applying teaching aids, Education for All, promoting skill of teachers, adult
literacy, ten work programmesfor 30-year long term education promotion planin
the basic education sector, comparison of curriculain high school level, newly
opened universitiesand colleges, teaching programmes, research departmentsand
international forum, documentary photos and facts and figures displayed at the
press conference. They a so observed work done for welfare of prisonersin the
sectorsof religion, social affairsand education, situation in prisonsin the country,
anti-human trafficking endeavours, artifactsand productsof prisons, documentary
photos, anti-narcotic drug drives of MPF, documentary photos of the Ministry of

\Sci ence and Technology and the Ministry of Health. — MNA

18/8/3, 8:33 PM



Questionsand answersmade...

(from page 6)
sexual crimes in which
children and youths are
involved. How should they
be educated about sex?
Which departments are
responsible for controlling
these crimes? Is it only the
duty of Myanmar Police
Force?

Brig-GenKhinYi:As
| havealready explained, the
main difference between
human trafficking and
human smuggling is
exploitation. Human

trafficking isselling, buying
and handing over people by
persuationwiththeintention
of exploitation. Inthecaseof
human traffficking, the

d
N

)

=0
"

U Kyaw Soe of Live
News Journal.— mNA

person who traffics exploits
the one who is trafficked.
Here, theexpl oitation canbe
either sexual exploitation or
labour exploitation. The
former does not givein full
what the latter deserves. In
the case of smuggling, there
is no exploitation. For
instance, a person wants to
go abroad towork. At this, a
broker offersto send him by
taking feesfor hisservice. In
such a case, there is no
exploitation but there is a
breach  of existing
immigration act. | think you
will  understand the
difference between human
trafficking and human
smuggling. Now | will
explain how action is taken

Documentary photos showing progress and endeavoqu undertaken by Ministry of Education, Ministry
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regarding humantrafficking.
The human trafficking law
was enacted in Myanmar on
13 September, 2005. Before
that, apersonwhocommitted
humantraffickinghadtoface
achargeof persuasion under
Section 366 and the
maximum penalty carries
from five yearsin prison or
transportation. Since 13
September, 2005, human
trafficking can carry life
imprisonment. At present, 44
offenders in 36 cases are
being tried in accord with
the new law. One of them
has been sentenced.
According to the new law,
an offender canbegivenlife

imprisonment. In addition,
hisproperty and asset can be
confiscatedif they arerelated
with human trafficking.
Regardingthedimensionsof
human trafficking in

\
y

U Myo Thu (Hmukhin
Shudaunt Journal).—mNA

Myanmar, it is not as
dangerous as in other
countries. Most countriesin
the world, especially some
neighbouring countries, are
vulnerable to this crime.
There are also two or three
vulnerable countries in
ASEAN. Most of the people
who commit this crime are
fromthewest. They usually
have same- sex rel ationship.
Most foreigners who come
hereintendtosexually abuse
childrenandyouths. Atfirst,
they committed such crimes
inother countries. Now they

Blaakis i L g | o

e i A e L
(Myanmar's efforts to combat Ilulnxn'l'ral‘ﬁciing )

have come to our country
withthisulterior motive. We
think that same sex crimes
arose starting from 2001.
The first time we exposed
such a crime was in 2003.
According to our network,
there are some brokers in
addition to the 21-broker
gangwehaveexposed. And,
in our country, human
traffickingismost in border
areasanditisrareininland
areas. Therefore, wecansay
that human trafficking has
not yet become a national
threat.
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international community in
accordance with the policy
andinternational cooperation
strategy.The human
trafficking is a kind of
transnational crime, it is the
concern of all nationsin the
world. Therefore, it cannot
be handled by any individual
country alone. Even in a
country, it is the concern of
all the people, all NGOs and
al UN agencies here. It can
be regarded as an
international organizedcrime
and must be tackled
accordingly.

In connection with human trafficking,
the government is cooper ating with related
organizations especially ARCPPT in Asian
region under thefour strategies. We handle
the matter under the four-P strategy. The
four Ps are Prevention, Prosecution,
Protection and Policy and International
Cooperation. Awareness system is being
launched in the country.

In connection with
human trafficking, the
government is cooperating
with related organizations
especially ARCPPT in
Asian region under thefour
strategies. We handle the
matter under the four-P
strategy. The four Ps are
Prevention, Prosecution,
Protection and Policy and
International Cooperation.
Awareness system is being
launched in the country.
Related ministries also
conduct workshops on
humantrafficking. Over 500
MPF members have been
trained to handle the human
trafficking. Task forceswere
deployed in nine hot spot
areas in the country.
Awarenesssystemincludes
the media and distribution
of pamphlets. Regardingthe
prosecution, we have taken
action against more than
1,600 people. Moreover, we
are taking preventive
measures. Finaly, we are
cooperating with

U Myo Thu (Hmukhin
Shudaunk Journal): I'dlike
to ask Director-General of
Myanmar Police Force Brig-
Gen Khin Yi whether ICRC
would be allowed to visit
prisons or not in future
because | heard that ICRC
has not been allowed to visit
the prisons. There are
accusations against the
prison system of Myanmar.
So, I'd like to know how
about the prison system of
Myanmar.

Director-General of
Myanmar Police Force
Brig-Gen Khin Yi

It does not mean that
wedonot allow ICRCtovisit
the prisons. Any organization
or agency can perform their
services in designated
regions in accordance with
rules and regulations laid
down by the Government. At
present, NGOs, such as
Myanmar Women's Affairs
Organization, Maternal and
Child Welfare Association
and Union Solidarity and De-

velopment Association visit
the prisons and provided as-
sistance to them. It does not
mean that we marginalize
the ICRC and carry out its
tasks. Weareresponsiblefor
these tasks. ICRC and other
organizationswould observe
rules and regulations of our
country. If they fail to ob-
serve the rules and regula-
tions, they may be prohibited
from visits to prisons.

NGOsinMyanmar have
provided social assistance,
provision and medicines to
prisoners. We did it on our
own responsibilities. We
don’'t need to explain these
activitiesif therearenot false
accusationsagainst the prison
condition. We will also
clarify the false accusation
against the Government in
themedia. Newsof theactivi-
ties of the Prisons Depart-
ment werealso putinthedai-
lies.

U Kyaw Soe of Live
NewsJournal: | would like
to know matters related to
health sector. | heard a
foreign radio had broadcast
that Japan will donate US$
2.6 million to combating
HIV/AIDS, malaria and
other diseases of Myanmar
through UNICEF. Pleasetell
me about it.

Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint: Japanese
Government hadn’t provided

e

Daw Aye Aye Win (AP
News Agency).— MNA

such assistance for HIV/
AIDS to Myanmar.

However, UNICEF officials
Japanese

and the
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Ambassador signed an
agreement recently. Japan
will donate cash to the fund
of UNICEF, and then
UNICEF will manage the
fund on health matters of
Myanmar.

Daw AyeAyeWin (AP
NewsAgency): | wouldlike
to know thereasonswhy the
government has ordered to
close down the five field
offices of ICRC.

Director-General of
MPF Brig-Gen Khin Yi:
Currently, there are changes
infocal point asto contacting
thefivefieldofficesof ICRC
in the country. We are
considering new rules and
regulations for foreign
organizations. So, their
functions are  just
temporarilly suspended.

Daw AyeAyeWin (AP
NewsAgency): Isit so?But
what | learntisthat they were
orderedtoclosedown. Why?
What | undestandisthat their
operations were suspended
because of the new
regulation.

Director-General of
MPF Brig-Gen Khin Yi:
The new regulation is under
consideraton. We have not
ordered them to close down.
It is just a short period of
time in order to avoid
complications to their
obligations before the new
regulation is promulgated.

Daw AyeAyeWin (AP
NewsAgency): Isitpossible
to reopen their offices?

(See page 8)

a

U Zeya Myat Khaing
(Gita Journal).—mnNA
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in education, health and social affairs sectors. — MmnA

18/8/3, 8:33 PM
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Questionsand answersmade...

(from page 7)
Director-General of
MPF Brig-Gen Khin
Yi: | will tell you at
oppurtune time.

Daw Aye Aye Win (AP
News Agency): | would
like to know the
government's opinion
about the forced labour
in Myanmar accused by
ILO in International
Criminal Court.
Director-General of
MPF Brig-Gen Khin
Yi: General
Administration Deaprt-
ment under the Ministry
of Home Affairsplusthe
Ministry of Labour are
now trying to settle the
matters of forced labour.
We are tackling this
problem in accord with
the rules and regul ations
and directives of our
country.

U Hein Latt of Popular
Journal: Let meask you
about trafficking in
persons. | understand if
anyone trafficks in
women, children and
youths, the person will
besentencedto 10years
or life imprisonment. |
think there will be some
difference in
imprisonment if
somebody trafficksother
persons except women,
youths and children.

Please tell me the
differences of
imprisonment.

M PF Director-General
Brig-Gen Khin Yi: The
imprisonment for
trafficking in women,
children and youth is
similar to that of other
persons. In reviewing
factsandfiguresfor three
years, | counted equal
number of men and
women under trafficking
and sentence  of

imprisonment. The law
concerning trafficking in
personswaspromul gated on
13 September 2005. Before
the law, the vocabulary on
trafficking in person was
called human seduction. In
thisregard, thepersonwould
be sentenced to
imprisonment from 5 years’
tolifesentence. Now, action
will be taken against the
offender to thelife sentence
under the new law.
Therefore, the person is to
serve the whole life for the
caseuntil hedie. Gender will
not be discriminated in the
law.

UZeyaMyat Khaing (Gita
Journal): | would like to
ask youthreequestions. The
first is that an uncle and a
nephew fell in a well and
they werekilledin Pyinmana
recently. You visited the
scene. | want to know the
casebecausethewell isonly
13incheswide. A firebroke
outinBotahtaung Township
recently. Some reporters
took photos of the fire and
they wereinterrogatedinthe
township that night. | would
like to know whether a
reporter can take the photo
of outbreak of firein'Y angon
or not. And can we take
photosinNay Pyi Taw when
we cover the news?

MPF Director-General
Brig-Gen Khin Yi: Both
uncle and his nephew lost
their lives when they fell in
thewell. | did visit the scene
of crime as it happened in
Nay Pyi Taw. An inquest
was made as there were no
injuriesontheir bodies. The
police filed the case and
investigatedit. Accordingto
the investigation, it is
impossible to fall into the
13-inch wide well. But a
child can fall into the well.
The man may fall into the
well while he was rescuing

thechild. Accordingtothe
investigationby thedoctor,
there were no injuries on
the bodies caused by a
thing. The two persons
werekilled dueto thelack
of oxygen. Thecaseisstill
under investigation.
Photo can be taken
anywhereexcept restricted
or security areas. Whenwe
askedthereporter wecould
know where or when or
from what angle he shot.
Action will be taken
against those who are
involvedin outbreak of the
fire. Thereisnoreasonfor
the reporter to face action
against him if he is not
guilty. Photo can be taken
in Nay Pyi Taw if the area
is not restricted. Some
areas of the armed forces
cannot be shot.
U Zeya Myat Khaing
(Gita Journal): | would
liketo ask the Minister for
Health. What kind of
permission is given to the
medical companies
regarding the import of
HIV medicine?
Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint: Food and
Drug Administration is
formed under theministry.
The FDA laid down
policiesinconnectionwith
theimport of new medicine
and the imported
medicines were tested by
Drug Administrative
Committee (DAC). If the
medicines are potent and
they have no side effects,
the DAC recommendsthat
the company can import
the medicine. The
inspection team also
inspects the imported
medicine and price. If
everythingisOK, | signit
and registration certificate
is issued to the company.
Medicine importing team
also decides that the price
is reasonable or not. Then
I approve their

NGOs donate food and necessities to prisoners. —mNA
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recommendation.

U Aung Hla Tun
(Reuters): | heardMinKo
Naingandfourwerecalled
in twice in custody of
Section 5 J under the
Emergency ProvisionAct.
Will action be taken
against them? Has their
case been put up to the
court? Or will the case be
put up to the court?

MPF Director-General
Brig-Gen Khin Yi: The
Governmentisquestioning
five ‘88 generation
students’ including Min
Ko Naing till today about
their participation in
security and explosive
matters. Indeed, they were
remanded in custody to
prove that we do not keep
anyone in custody
illegally. Decision will be
madetotakeactionagainst
them depending on their
participation in security
and explosive matters. |If
necessary, we will make
official clarification on
their case.

U Aung Thu Myaing (Ji
Ji News Agency): First, |
would like to ask you,
Minister for Education.
Please, tell me grading of
Myanmar’s education
standard at the
international level. Isthere
corruption at theministry?
If itis, will you have any
arrangement to takeaction
against offenders?
Minister for Education
Dr Chan Nyein: Matters
related to Myanmar’s
education standard was
includedinmy report. Both
basicand higher education
arebeingupgradedtomeet
theinternational standard.
Thetaskisalsoincludedin
the teaching course. The
Head of State has given
guidancewithregardtothe
educationstandard. Hence,
teachers are being trained
for upgrading the basic
education sector from the
primary to the
matriculation.

We are upgrading
curricula and syllabus
yearly, and providing
refresher courses for the
teachers. Likewise,
teachersat universitiesare
assigned duties to do
researches in cooperation
with international
institutions. Therefore,
Myanmar is gaining
progress of education
standard day by day. One
day, we will achieve the
aim of upgrading the
education standard at

18/8/3, 8:33 PM

regiona and international
levels. With regard to
corruption, teachers may
involve in the corruption
cases concerning tuition
and others. As far as |
know, the corruption is
being combated clearly
after | have taken
responsibility of Minister
for Education. Now, the
task of combating
corruption continues.
However, there are about
250,000 education staff in
the basic education and
over 20,000 in the higher
education. Actionisbeing
taken against those
involvedinthecorruption.
At present, both teachers
and students are abiding
by respective disciplines
system atically.
U Ko Ko (Flower News
Journal): I'dliketo know
the three most common
diseases in Myanmar and
whether there was a plan
for fighting these diseases.
I’d like to know if there
was corruptionin the Min-
istry of Health. If so, how
about a plan to fight the
corruption?
Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint: Most are
seasonal diseases, for ex-
ample, diarrhoea which
breaksout during therainy
season. However, Disease
of National Concern are
HIV/AIDS, Malaria and
TB. There are aso diar-
rhoea and hypatitis.
Concerning the
second question, thereisa
few casesof corruptionsin
the ministry. Actions are
taken against corrupt em-
ployees after being inves-
tigated. The ministry also
transfers and dismisses
corrupt employeesif their
Cases are serious.
U Ko Ko (Flower News
Journal): I'dliketo know
the three most common
crimesin Myanmar and if
there were political pris-
oners in Myanmar. How
do you define a political
prisoner?1’dliketo know
if there was corruption in
the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs. If there was, how
about a plan to fight the
corruption?
Director-General of
Myanmar Police Force
Brig-Gen Khin Yi: Ac-
cording to the annual re-
port, the first most com-
mon crime is the murder
case and those who were
involved in murder cases
are not premeditated ones.
The second is the theft

case and the third is the
cases of harm and injury.
There is no political pris-
oners in Myanmar. How-
ever, a person of a politi-
cal party will be jailed if
he breaks the law. There-
fore, prisonersarenot des-
ignated as politica prison-
ers.

There are four in-
stitutions under the Min-
istry of Home Affairs.
They are Myanmar Police
Force, Prisons Depart-
ment, Bureau of Special
Investigation and General
Administration Depart-
ment. May be there are
corruptions in the depart-
ments. The ministry set up
hot lines for the people to
inform the officials con-
cerned of the ministry
about the corruption and
mal practicesin the minis-
try. Intheletterssent tothe
ministry, most people
called for arresting the
culprits.There is a few
cases of corruption. If
there is a corruption case,
we investigate the case
and actions are taken
against corrupt employ-
€ees.

U Ko Ko ( Flower News
Journal): Rumours are
abroad that the basic
education examinations
will be held before earlier
thanusual in 2007 because
of some important matter
of the State. Is it true?
Concerning the public
health care, patients are
complaining about
services and relations of
private hospitals and
clinics. | would like to
know how the Ministry of
Health is trying to handle
the situation. Is there any
law and action to be taken
by the ministry?

Education Minister Dr
Chan Nyein: Rumour isa
matter of irritation for our
country. Ministry of
Education always
announces every matter
officially. We have never
made prompt
announcements. We do
everything giving enough
timein line with the rules
and regulations.

Health Minister Dr
Kyaw Myint: It is true
that private hospitals and
clinics are overcharging
fortheir services. Wehave
known weak points on
health care and service
charges. This is a good
guestion. Laws on private
hospitals and clinics will
bepromulgatedinthenear
future. — MNA
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Vice-Senior General Maung ye éreets outgoing Indonesian Defence and Military
Attache Colonel Yayat Hidayat. (News on page 1) — mNA
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye shakes hands with incoming Indonesian Defence
and Military Attache Colonel Dedi Priatna Ariestadi. (News on page 1) — MNA
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| ndependent Representatives-el ect

submit...

(from page 16)
of the National Convention Convening Work Com-
mittee Chief Justice U Aung Toe and Work Com-
mittee members, Chairman of the National Con-
vention Convening Management Committee Audi-
tor-General Mgj-Gen Lun Maung and M anagement
Committee members, chairmen and officials of sub-
committees, delegates of political parties of National
Unity Party, Union Pa-O National Organization,
Shan State Kokang Democratic Party, Mro (or)
Khami National Solidarity Organization, Lahu Na-
tional Development Party, Union Kayin League,
Kokang Democracy and Unity Party and Wa Na-
tional Development Party, representatives-elect of
National Unity Party and Mro (or) Khami National
Solidarity Organization, independent representa-
tives, delegates of national races from Kachin,
Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan (South),
Shan (North) and Shan (East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago, Magway, Mandalay, Y angon and
Ayeyawady Divisions, delegates of peasants from
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan
(South), Shan (North) and Shan (East) States,
Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago, Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions, delegates of
intellectuals and intelligentsia, delegates of work-
ers from Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South), Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing, Taninthayi, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions, del-
egates of State Service Personnel from the State
Peace and Development Council Office, the Presi-
dent Office, the Pyithu Hluttaw Office, the Gov-
ernment Office, the Supreme Court, the Attorney-
General’s Office, the Auditor-General’ s Office, the
Multi-party Democracy General Election Commis-
sion Office, the Civil Service Selection and Train-
ing Board, the Yangon City Development Commit-
tee, the Mandalay City Development Committee and
ministries, other invited delegates, delegates from
Shan State (North) Special Region-1, Shan State
(North) Special Region-2, Shan State (North) Spe-
cial Region-3, Shan State (East) Special Region-4,
Shan State (North) Special Region-5, Shan State
(South) Special Region-6, Kachin State Special
Region-1, Kachin State Special Region-2, Kayah
State Special Region-1, Kayah State Special Re-
gion-2, Kayah State Special Region-3, Kayinni
National Democratic Party (KNDP) (Dragon) Group,
Kayinni National Progressive Party (KNPP) (Hoya),
Kayinni National Unity and Solidarity Organiza-
tion (Ka Ma Sa Nya), Democratic Kayin Buddhist
Organization (DKBA) and Haungthayaw Special Re-
gion Group, Nyeinchanyay Myothit Group from
Hpa-an Township of Kayin State, Burma Commu-
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nist Party (Rakhine State Group), Arakan Army
(AA), Homein Region Development and Welfare
Group, Shwepyiaye (MTA), Manpan People’'s Mi-
litia Group, Mon Peace Group (Chaungchi Region)
and Mon Nai Seik Chan Group that had returned to
the legal fold.

Before the Plenary Session of the National Con-
vention, Chairman of the NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-
Gen Thein Sein and Commission members, Chair-
man of the NCCWC Chief Justice U Aung Toe and
Work Committee members, Chairman of the
NCCMC Auditor-General Maj-Gen Lun Maung and
Management Committee members, chairmen and
officials of the subcommittees, delegates of politi-
cal parties, representatives-elect, delegates of the
National Races, Peasants, Workers, Intellectuals and
Intelligentsia, State Service Personnel, and Other
Invited Persons, signed attendance books at
Pyidaungsu Hall and the recreation hall.

U Maung Hla (a) U Hla Myint of Delegate
Group of National Races presided over the Plenary
Session of National Convention together with,
Member of NCCWC U Myo Thant (Maung Hsu
Shin), U Saw Philip (a) U Philip Sam of Delegate
Group of Political Parties, U Maung Gyi of Del-
egate Group of Representatives-elect, U Kan Nyunt
of Delegate Group of Peasants, U Kyaw Win Tun
of Delegate Group of Workers, Dr Maung Maung
Wint of Delegate Group of Intellectuals and Intel-
ligentsia, U Tin Kha of Delegate Group of State
Service Personnel and Dr Manan Tu Ja of Delegate
Group of Other Invited Persons.

Director (Meeting) U Than Aung of NCCWC
Office acted as Master of Ceremonies and Deputy
Director U Aung Kyi as co-MC.

The MC declared the start of meeting as 1,066
out of 1,080 delegates were in attendance, account-
ing for 98.7 per cent, and the plenary session com-
menced with the permission of the meeting chair-
man.

Proposals on the detailed basic principles that
should be adopted for the chapters “Election”, “ Po-
litical Parties” and “Provisions on State of Emer-
gency” to be included in drafting the State Consti-
tution made by Independent Representatives-elect
of Delegate Group of Independent Representatives-
elect U Tin Win of Ayeyawady Division Kyaiklat
Township Constituency-2, U Thein Kyi of Magway
Division Taungdwingyi Township Constituency-1,
U Hla Soe of Magway Division Minbu Township
Constituency-2, U Mya Hlaing of Yangon Division
Twantay Township Constituency-2, U Kyi Win of
Mingaladon Township Constituency-1 and U Tin
Tun Maung of Mingaladon Township Constituency-
2 were presented to the Plenary Session. First, In-
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Proposals of
Representatives-
elect to be published

Y ancon, 30 Nov— Proposals of Independent
Representatives-elect of Delegate Group of Rep-
resentatives-elect U Tin Win of Ayeyawady Divi-
sion Kyaiklat Township Constituency-2, U Thein
Kyi of Magway Division Taungdwingyi Town-
ship Constituency-1, U Hla Soe of Magway Divi-
sion Minbu Township Constituency-2, U Mya
Hlaing of Yangon Division Twantay Township
Constituency-2, U Kyi Win of Mingaladon Town-
ship Constituency-1 and U Tin Tun Maung of
Mingaladon Township Constituency-2 were pre-
sented to the Plenary Session. First, Independent
Representative-elect U Kyi Win of Mingaladon
Township Constituency-1 on detailed basic prin-
ciples that should be adopted for the chapters
“Election”, “Political Parties’ and “Provisionson
State of Emergency” to beincluded in drafting the
State Constitution made at the Plenary Session of
the National Convention held at Pyidaungsu Hall
of Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Township,
Y angon Division, today, will be published in dai-
lies.

o

MNA/

dependent Representative-elect U Kyi Win of
Mingaladon Township Constituency-1 presented
proposals on the Chapter “Election” and U Tin Tun
Maung of Mingaladon Township Constituency-2 on
the Chapter “Political Parties” and the Plenary Ses-
sion took a break at 10.05 am.

(The presentation will be reported.)

When the Plenary Session resumed at 10.25 am,
Independent Representatives-elect U Tin Win of
Ayeyawady Division Kyaiklat Township Constitu-
ency-2, U Hla Soe of Magway Division Minbu
Township Constituency-2 and U Thein Kyi of
Magway Division Taungdwingyi Township Con-
stituency-1 presented proposals on the detailed ba-
sic principles that should be adopted for the chap-
ters “Election”, “Political Parties” and “Provisions
on State of Emergency” to be included in drafting
the State Constitution.

(The presentation will be reported.)

The Plenary Session went into recess at 11.25
am.

The Plenary Session of the National Convention
continues tomorrow.
MNA
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Allegationscontrary tothe...
(from page 16)

- DVB broadcast on 4 September 2006 on the
absence of proper medical care in prisons and
refusal to refer to outside specialists and hospi-
tals;

- DVB broadcast on 6 November 2006 quoting the
declaration of Assistance Association for Politi-
cal Prisoners (AAPP) that state that the prisoners
are not receiving their fully receiving their share
of food, living conditions, medical care, that prison
authorities are reluctant to provide protection to
prisoners and that there are no medical doctorsin
most prisons and ;

- Myitzimastation broadcast on 8 November 2006
on severe beatings of prisoners on arrival at
Thayawady and Thayet prisons, finding faultsto
put into solitary confinement, to beat up, to bar
from bathing and to give punishments, torturing
physically and mentally and, finding fault and
punishing for unwrapping cheroot butts to read
are the allegations that exist.

Therewaseven an open letter sent to the Secretary
General of the United Nations on 15 November 2006 by
AAPP requesting to take action against the increasing
death tolls due to sub standard medical facilities within
prisons.

If we are to examine the allegations | have just
reported, we will find that most of them are premised on
the absence of medical care, poor quality food, illegal
punishments and uncaring attitudes towards prisoners.
All these allegations are negating the reality and would
liketo take this opportunity to clarify the actual situation
of our prisons to members of the press and to distin-
guished guests present here.

Our Head of State, when visiting No (2) new life
agriculture camp under the Prisons Department on 22
January 1999, laid down the following directives for a
change in the management system of Prisons Depart-
ment:

- attempts should be made to turn prisonersinto
productive people once they are released, to be
able to support the country in one way or an-
other, to strivetowardsincreasing productivity,
to try and enhance their status from lowly pris-
oners to good and useful people, to establish
rehabilitation centres and to enable to dismiss
prisoners mentality;

- aslabour contributors, to provide newspapers,
journals, TVs and radios so that they will con-
stantly be in touch with the outside world;

- forthoselabourerswho are not accompanied by
their families, leavesshould begranted for them
to go and meet their families during slack sea-
sons with warrants and some travelling allow-
ance provided so that they will not breed evil
thoughts from long separations from their
spouses and families and,;

- thenew lifeagriculture production camp should
join hands with neighbouring villages, teach
them cultivation methodsandto extend helpand
assistance to poor and elderly people. Distin-
guished guests will understand that such direc-
tives stems from compassion and goodwill to-
wards the prisoners.

Inlinewiththedirectiveslaid down by the Head of
State, the Prisons Department under the Ministry of
Home Affairs is making resolute efforts, through multi
dimensional approach, towardsachangeinthereligious,
health, social, education, welfare, food consumption and
living environment of the prisoners so that they will
become productive people once released from prisons.
These efforts have resulted in noticeable changes be-
tween prisonsinthepast andthepresent ones. | wouldlike
to highlight some of the changes made through the
process. In the religious environment:

- al the prisoners enjoy freedom of religion and
can worship any religion of their choice;

- whether they are Buddhist, Islam or other faith
believers, arrangementsarebeing madefor them
to go on Sabbath if they wish;
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye receives Military Attaché Colonel Khamsy Vongkhamsao
of LPDR at Bayintnaung Yeikthain Nay Pyi Taw.
(News on page 1)— MNA

- for prisons labour camps that do not have
Buddha statues, the Director-General or the
Deputy Director-General, during their tours to
these camps will carry a Buddha statue for
Buddhist prisoners and have it enshrined, to-
gether with prisoners for them to earn good
deeds,

- morning and evening praying sessions are or-
ganized daily for Buddhist prisoners as part of
an effort to ease their state of mind;

- meditation sessions are also organized occa-
sionally and every fortnight, monksare brought
totheprisoners’ living quartersinturntopreach,
inscriptions of Buddha teachings are hung on
the walls of every deeping quarters, prayer
recital competitions are held between different
quartersand arrangements are made for prison-
ers, both males and females, to participate in
religious events like Waso robe offerings,
Kathinarobe offerings and to other good deeds
like contributing to monastery constructions,
listening to preaches, etc.

If we look into the health care facilities that are
being provided to prisoners, you will see that:

- prisonersof both sexes are urged to take morn-
ing exerciseevery day for 30 minutesassoon as
their living quarters are opened;

- onlndependence Day every year, sport compe-
titions are held within the prison compound
such as hiking around the prison as well as
volley ball and table tennis matches;

- medication for prisons and labour camps are
issued free of charge on abiannual basis from
the medical depot of the Department of Health
and the need for additional medicines and hos-
pital equipment are supplement form the Gov-
ernment budget. From officially published
records, we can see that the Government had
supplemented a total of 2,035,010 kyats for
2004-05 fiscal year and 2,470,887 kyats for
2005-06 fiscal year. Likewise, the Ministry of
HomeA ffairssupplementedatotal of 6,598,870
kyats for 2004-05 fiscal year and 9,843,964
kyats for 2005-06 fiscal year from funds accu-
mul ated either from the fees generated by pris-
oners working in production camps or from
their welfare funds.

- foramost every prisonswith hospitals, doctors
andnursesareespeciadly assignedandfor smaller
prisons and labour camps without hospitals,
outside township medical officersvisited these
places every week with health assistants and
medical orderlies providing additional medical
care and medical records are filed systemati-
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cally;

- for casesthat are difficult to manage at smaller
prisons and labour camps, patients are referred
to respective general hospitals or to specialists
and occasional, even let them treated through
cost sharing basis and,;

- from daily records kept by prison authorities,
we learn that sleeping quarters are regularly
inspected by the authorities to ensure proper
lighting and ventilation and insecticides are
sprayed onaregul ar basisto keep away mosgui-
toes, flies, ticksand mites. Thisverifiesthat the
authorities have not neglected the health and
hygiene of both male and female prisoners.

- Wefind that the labour camp authorities see to
it that the visiting family members have assess
to food and sleeping facilities, that responsible
officials and members of NGOs visit prisoners
toproviderequired counselling and educational
information, that round discussion sessions are
held for prisonersto share their personal expe-
riences with their peers so that they have no
regrets and that plans arein place for prisoners
to enablethem to tread their life with dignity in
future as reformed persons.

At the same time education and trainings are
providedto foreignersto enablethemtolead ahonest life
and make a decent living once they are released from
prison setting which include:

- as part of vocational programs, training ses-
sionsonweaving, canecrafts, auto and machine
mechanics, knitting, painting, sculpture, sew-
ing, photo mechnics, foot wear manufacturing,
furniture, agricultureandlivestock breeding are
held for prisoners. In Insein prison, worksites
outside the prison settings are established to
engageprisonersinagriculture, livestock breed-
ing and rock excavation works and for young
prisonerswho areinvolved in establishing pris-
oners funds, vocational as well as academic
trainings are provided. To cite an example, in
the academic year 2005-06, 35 young prisoners
from Central Insein Prison were provided with
school education starting from kindergarten to
fourth standard and passed thefinal examswith
first, second and third positions.

- during 2006-07 academic year 170 prisoners,
both males and females, were provided with
school education from kindergarten to tenth
standard;

- arrangements are made to enable prisoner to
read newspapers, journalsand magazinesand to
watchandlistentoradioand TV sothat they will

(See page 11)



Allegationscontrary tothe...

(from page 10)
not loose track of the developmentswithin and
outside the country during their punishment in
prisons,

- laws prescribed for prisons allow mothers to
keep their infantstogether in prisonsup till four
yearsof agebut allowanceismadefor infantsto
remain up till six years of ageis circumstances
warrant;

- for children accompanying their mothers into
prisons, nursery schools are opened for them to
learn poetry and lessons;

- arehabilitation centre (Shwe Pyi Thar) for drug
addicted prisoners was opened on 6 January
1999 and atotal of 756 addicts have been sent
thereduringtheir prisontermsfor treatment and
rehabilitation;

- carefor women centre was opened in Twantay
on’5October 2002 and atotal of 938imprisoned
femaleHIV/AIDS patientsand commercial sex
workerswere sent with systematic measuresin
place to ensure that HIV is not transmitted
further through psychol ogical and physical treat-
ment and rehabilitation programs;

- asimilar centrefor women wasal so established
in Mandalay on 5 February 2005 and atotal of
124 HIV infected prisoners were sent for reha-
bilitation.

I would now liketo explaintheactivitiesunder-
taken for the welfare of the prisoners:

- Myanmar people are inherently good-natured
and most enthusiastic donors. Even though the
prisonersare undergoing punishment for break-
ing one of the prevailing laws at one point of
time, they are not viewed negatively by prison
staff members and are assisting them in every
possible ways, including provision of food and
amenities together with NGOs who are donat-
ing goods with zest and enthusiasm;

- enhanced health consciousnessin Insein Prison
led to theinstallation of fly proof latrinesin all
sleeping quarters and plans are being made to
install likewise in other prisons;

- as part of modernizing prison visiting rooms,
walls are now paved with tiles and fans are
installed and for outsideliving rooms, floorsare
laid with tiles with modern furniture furnished
to upgrade the mental wellbeing of the prison-
ers;

- @ the new life agriculture production camp,
prisonersaregiven leavetoreturntotheir fami-
liesafter oneyear or residence and thisisbased
ontheindividual prisoner’ scharacter, integrity,
determination to work and adherence to pris-
ons rules and regulation. From the records of

PrisonsDepartment, welearnt that atotal of 775

prisoners were granted home leave since 1999.

A
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The Prisons Department is obliging and cater-
ing to the food requirements of prisoners and
my observations on this aspect are:

- with the arrangement of prisons and camps,
freshly cooked medls are served everyday to
prisoners for their health with meat, fish and
specia vegetable dishes served at least once a
week from farm produce for prisoners;

- reverse osmosis system water purifying plants
worth 43 million kyats is being installed at
Insien prison with funds donated from outside
sources and the prisoners are getting 3 litres of
purified water for their daily consumption. An-
other water purifying plant worth 1.5 million
kyats had also been installed within the female
quarter of Lashio prison from funds generated
through fund raising activities spearheaded by
the Commander of North East Command. An-
other plant donated for Thayawady prison is
now in the process of constructing the building
to house the plant and an accompanying tank
which should become operational soon.

- Donationsfor installing water purifying plants
at Mandalay, Myingyan, Mawlamyine,
Myaungmya, Buthidaung, Loikaw and
Taunggyi prisonsarein receipt now and instal-
lation process will commence soon;

- Although there are unfounded allegations on
prisonershavingto sleep on concretefloors, we
find that all prison sleeping quarters are inlaid
withwooden coveringsandfor prisonsat cool er
regions, adequate blankets are being issued to
prisoners and facilities with ample water sup-
plies exist for bathing and washing. And pris-
oners are provided with soap for bathing and
washing on aweekly basis.

Inredlity, as| have explained earlier, the cost of
maintaining the prisons under the Prisons Department
and the cost of providing adequate food and suppliesto
prisoners are borne through the allocated Government
budget with the Ministry of Home Affairs, under the
arrangement of Prisons Department, supplementing
through the funds generated by the prisonersthemselves
through their labour. In addition, we have witnessed
local non-governmental organizationssuch asMyanmar
Women's Affairs Federation, Myanmar Maternal and
ChildWelfare Association, Myanmar Red Cross Soci ety
and Fire Brigades together with outside donors joining
hands, as part of our inherent good nature and enthusi-
asm, contacting theauthoritiesto visit prisonsand camps
toextending helpand assistanceenthusiastically inevery
possible way they can.

Through these help and assistance, prisoners to-
day areenjoying privilegessuch ashasic nutritional diet,
adequatehealth care, restand recreationduring freetime,
books and literature to read, engage in physical fitness
activities and keeping in close contact with their family
members.

Both the humanitarian organi zation and individu-

Documentary photos showing progress and endeavours made by Ministry of EdUcaIion, Ministry
of Health and Ministry of Home Affairsin education, health and social affairs sectors. — mna
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aswho have lend assistance to prisoners and detainees,
like typical Myanmar nationals, are most gratified to be
able to contribute to this noble exercise. Theindividual,
who financed the installation of water purifying plant at
Insein Prison, also financed the installation of a similar
plant at Thayawady prison out of pure compassion. Here,
| would like to emphasize the fact that a similar donor,
with anaimto purify thelives of people under imprison-
ment, donated a water purifying plant for the female
quarter of Lashio is nothing but a gesture of the inborn
nature of Myanmar people not to discriminate its own
kind.

Thereareatotal of 42 prisonsand 91 |abour camps
under the management of the Prisons Department, Min-
istry of Home Affairs out of which all 42 prisons and 7
labour camps are being visited by representatives from
humanitarian organizations in Myanmar between Octo-
ber 2005 and November 2006 and met with prisonersand
detaineesto extend necessary assi stanceand donategoods
of their needs. Their total donationsintermsof food stuff,
basic necessities, medicines, novels, journals and maga-
zinesamountedtomorethan 75millionkyats(755520787)
andthelistsarebeing displayed onboardfor your review.

Asl have explained earlier, external news media,
broadcasting stations and destructive elementsincluding
AAPP are alleging that:

- Myanmar prisons are not providing nutritional
food to prisoners, there are outbreaks of con-
tiguous diseases in the prisons and safe and
adequatedrinkingwater isnot availabletherein;

- there are not enough prison doctors;

- prisoners have to sleep on concrete floors and;

- inhuman torture and treatment exist in prisons.

- no opportunities exist to read and study in
prisons which are all generalized. As | have
explained earlier, members of pressand distin-
guished guests will be in a position to gauge
whether these alegations actually reflect the
prevailing reality. Specific directiveslaid down
by the Government coupled with close scrutiny
at al levels by responsible persons have now
changed the present day prison management
scenarios in Myanmar.

In other words, the goodwill and concerted ef-
forts of the Government, responsible officials, indi-
vidual donors and NGOs have led the relationships
between prisoners and staff membersto evolved into a
family like structure where all inherent rights in the
fields of health care, social needs, freedom to worship,
food requirements, living conditionsand welfarefacili-
ties call al be enjoyed within the prescribed legal
framework. Thisclearly demonstratesthat theunfounded
allegati onsdisseminated through external mediasources
arefabricationsdirected at discrediting the solidarity of
our country.

The Prisons Department, inlinewith the motto
of the Ministry of Home Affairs “Eradicate colonial
characteristic, safeguard the interest of the people
and the State” is an institute that is extending de-
served rights to prisoners in accordance with laid
down orders, directives and prescribed jail manuals
that are in conformity with prevailing time and cir-
cumstances. We have officially announced in various
local newspapers that any evidence on individuals
who have interacted harshly, suppressed rudely and
engaged in acts of torture against prisoners, in defi-
ance to the above mentioned policy, can be reported
to responsible authorities including the Ministry of
Home Affairs. Actually, thisis a formal interpreta-
tion of the policy laid down by our Head of State that
clearly definesthat nobody isabovethelaw. In other
words, it means that this is part of the process to
establish an orderly democratic system where the
prevalence of clean governanceisaprerequisite. All
| can say at thisjunctureisthat the shameless allega-
tions put forward by internal and external destructive
elements together with some international news me-
diarunscontrary to the present schemes the Govern-
ment had been exerting with goodwill for future
prosperity of Myanmar.

MNA
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- Myanmar can never condone human trafficking and |
will continue to cooperate with neighbours, other
~ humanitarian organizations, in combating the threat

J

Nay Pyi Taw, 30
Nov—Thefollowingisthe
clarificationonanti-human
trafficking made by Direc-
tor General Brig-GenKhin
Yi of Myanmar Police
Force at the press confer-
ence on undertakings car-
ried out in the education,
health and social affairs
sectors of the State, here,
yesterday.

| would like to fur-
ther clarify, citing actual
incidence, totheprevailing
allegations against
Myanmar’ seffortsincom-
bating human trafficking
together with actual facts
and figures.

In the present days,
the problem of human traf-
ficking has become wide-
spreadall aroundtheworld.
Internationally, this prob-
lem isrecognized as“ Slav-
ery” that havevanished 200
years ago and re-emerged
in a form of modern day
davery in the 1990s. Re-
searchersviewed thedisin-
tegration of the Soviet Un-
ion and the rapid advance-
ment of information tech-
nology to be the major fac-
torsthatledtore-emergence
of modernday slavery com-
monly knownashumantraf-
ficking. The worldwide
spared of thisproblemema-
nated particularly from in-
creased trafficking of fe-
males from Eastern Euro-
pean to Western European
countries.

Human trafficking
is as a lucrative business
thatyield highreturnsfrom
low investments and this
invite gluttonous Organ-
ized Crimina Groups to
commit crimes regardless
of territorial borders.

Nowadays, humantraffick-
ing has become part of de-
fiantissueliketerrorismand
drug trafficking that is
threatening the entire hu-
mankind. Accordingly, in
theyear 2000, the UN Con-
vention against
Transnational Organized
Crimes and a Protocol to
Prevent, Suppressand Pun-
ish Trafficking in Persons
was drafted and adopted
unanimously with apledge
for international coopera-
tionincombatingthethreat.

Humantraffickingis
a clandestine crime and
therefore, hard to find out
the exact people who have
been trafficked. It is how-
ever estimated that, more
than 27 million peoplehave
becomevictimsworldwide
withan additional of oneto
two million annually from
which there is a profit of
more than 1.5 trillion US
dollarsevery year fromthis
trade.

From observations
we know that: in Asia, this
issueis prevaent in Bang-
ladesh, Cambodia, China,
India, Laos, Myanmar, Ne-
pal, Pakistan, Philippines,
ThailandandVietnam; peo-
ple from this region are
mostly trafficked to Brit-
ain, Japan and the United
Stetes; at least three hun-
dred thousand women and
childrenfromMekong Sub-
RegionincludingMyanmar
are being trafficked annu-
aly and; South East Asiais
ranked amongst regions
with high human traffick-
ing incidence with a share
of 54%of thewholeof Asia.

Asweall know, the
world began to take notice
of the human trafficking

problem in 1990s and this
evolved into amajor issue
around the year 2000.
Myanmar becameawareof
the problem sincethen and
after the World Women's
ConferenceheldinBeijing
in 1995, we started toiniti-
atemeasurestoaddressthis
issue that impinges on the
personnel well being of
women. Aspart of theproc-
ess, theMyanmar National
Committee for Women's
Affairschairedby theMin-
ister for Socia Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement
wasformed on 3 July 1995
and through its newly es-
tablished working commit-
tees, measures were taken,
as a priority, to protect
women and children from
being trafficked. The es-
tablishments of Myanmar
National Working Com-
mitteefor Women' sAffairs
chaired by theDeputy Min-
ister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement
and the Working Commit-
tee for Prevention of Traf-
ficking in Persons chaired
by the Deputy Minister for
HomeAffairsandfollowed
on 7 October 1996 and 17
July 2002 respectively.
Inthisconnection, |
would like to present that
Myanmar adopted the Na-
tional Plan of Action in
1997 to suppress human
trafficking and consist of
measures to prevent, pros-
ecute, protect, rehabilitate
andreintegrate. Theplanis
based on Multi-Sectoral
Approach in line with in-
ternationally recognized
strategy and is being im-
plemented since.
Moreover, the Na-
tional Task Forcewasalso
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Documentary photos showing progress and endeavours undertaken by
Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Home
Affairsin education, health and social affairs sectors. — MNA
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formedin 1997 with mem-
bersrepresenting both gov-
ernmental and non-govern-

General of Myanmar Po-
lice Forceisbeing formed
with subsequent sub-com-

SavetheChildren (UK) co-
ordinated to hold the Semi-
nar that served as a mile-

Documentary photos showing progress and endeavours undertaken by

Ministry of Education, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Home Affairsin
education, health and social affairs sectors. — mMNA

mental agencies and is
holding mass media cam-
paignsthrough educational
sessions, pamphlets and
video plays. They are be-
ing presented not only
through Myanmar Radio
and Television stationsbut
committeesat variouslev-
els assisted in presenting
them through video par-
lours based in wards and
villages. Ten video plays
depicting true trafficking
incidences are being pro-
duced in both Myanmar
and Shan dialects and are
being staged all through
the Shan States including
border areas.

As a joint endeav-
our between Myanmar Na-
tional Committeefor Wom-
en's Affairs and UN Inter
Agency Project on Human
Trafficking in the Greater
Mekong Sub Region
(UNIAP), aMobile Train-
ing Team was formed in
the year 2000 with repre-
sentatives from various
Government Departments
and has trained 500 offi-
cials from State and Divi-
sional level Government
Departmentsthat deal with
humantraffickingproblem.
As one of the measures to
deter women from making
aliving across border, mi-
cro credit loan isbeing in-
troduced to start a local
vocational business. Finan-
cial assistanceisbeing pro-
vided to poor children to
further their education.

In addition, 2001 a
Central Supervision Com-
mittee led by the Director
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mittees at state, district,
township and village lev-
elsto prevent peoplefrom
leaving the country ille-
galy which serves as a
main cause for trafficking
people. Sinceitsformation
on 23 September 2001, the
committeewasableto per-
suade 868,995 persons
fromillegal migration and
took action against 1,638
brokers.

The Government of
Myanmar opened areceiv-
ing centrein Myawady on
18 February 2002 to re-
ceive, without taking ac-
tion, and extend necessary
assistancetothosewhol eft
the country illegally and
returned home after get-
ting into trouble outside.
From the date the camp
opened on 18 February up
to 30 October 2006, it re-
ceived 20,883 returnees
and sent them back to their
families. A total of 303traf-
ficked victims who were
repatriated from foreign
countries were received
and returned to their re-
spective parents or guard-
ians.

With a resolve to
suppress human traffick-
ing, Myanmar held its
First ever National Semi-
nar on Human Traffick-
ing in May 2003 in
Y angon successfully. The
Ministers for Home Af-
fairs and Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement
together with Myanmar
National Committee for
Women’s Affairs,
UNIAP, UNICEF and

stone in ajoint effort be-
tween Myanmar, UN
Agencies and INGOs in
combating humantraffick-
ing. Future working plans
were adopted by the semi-
nar which is being cur-
rently implemented.

InMyanmar 53% of
its total population are
women and our traditional
norms and culture placed
them on an equal footing
with men. In order to un-
dertakecomprehensiveap-
proachesto the overall de-
velopment and personal
safety of  women,
Myanmar Women's Af-
fairs Federation (MWAF)
wasformed on 20 Decem-
ber 2003 and since then,
have been working to-
wards preventing, sup-
pressing and assisting
women and children from
being trafficked.

As part of preven-
tivemeasures, information
onthe natureand modes of
human trafficking are be-
ing distributedwidely and,
suppressive measures in-
cludetraining, discussions
and educational sessions
together withteamsto pro-
vide required counselling.
Assistance activities in-
clude providing advice to
returnees, organizing reha-
bilitation programs, caring
for their health and send-
ing the returnees back to
their familiesin close co-
operation with other hu-
manitarian organizations
and INGOs.

(See page 13)
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(from page 12)

In order to emphasize matters relating to human
trafficking, the Department against Transnational Crime
(DTC) of Myanmar Police Force, in close cooperation
with ARCPPT Projectimplemented under theagreement
signed between the Governments of Australia and
Myanmar and formed a40-member strong Anti Traffick-
ing Unit in 2004 with police officials. Similarly, mem-
bers of task forcestrained by internationally recognized
expertsare assigned to nine major and border townslike
Muse, Tachilek, Myawady, Mawlamyaing, Kawthoung,
Bhamo, Kalay, Mandalay and Y angon to suppress hu-
man trafficking.

Myanmar Police Force managed to take action
against 786 cases involving 1,638 offenders — 887
malesand 751 females— during the period 17 July 2002
to 30 October 2006. At the end of thetrial of 308 cases,
life sentences were imposed on 3 offenders, above 10
yearsimprisonment for 101 offenders, under 5 yearsfor
350 offenders, below 5yearsfor theremaining 158 out of
thetotal 612 offenders. A total of 3,875 victims— 1,978
malesand 1,887 femal es— wererescued from the hands
of traffickersand werereturned to their respective fami-
lies. Considering this, you al can see how the govern-
ment isimplementing in dealing with anti-traffickingin
persons.

As Myanmar do not have specific laws to take
action against humantrafficking, wehaveinitiated, since
January 2004, to devel op drafting process that will con-
form to the international conventions and later in Sep-
tember 2004, international legal experts wereinvited to
review the first draft. Taking into consideration of the
advicegiven by international legal expertsaswell asthe
prevailing situationin Myanmar, the Anti-Traffickingin
Persons Law was promulgated on 13 September 2005.
Since then, action was taken against 36 cases and 44
offenders were put on trial in line with the law which
prescribed imprisonment for life (to serve in the prison
until death) to guilty traffickers. There are also provi-
sions that allow confiscation of trafficker's properties
whichmakesthelaw avery powerful tool for suppressing
human trafficking.

Toeffectively implement theprovisionscontai ned
inthe Anti-Trafficking in Person Law, the Central Body
for Suppression of Trafficking in Personswasformed on
11 February 2006. The Working Group on Prevention of
Trafficking in Personsand Protection of Trafficked Vic-
tims, the Working Group on Lega Framework and
Prosecuting M easures and the Working Group on Repa:
triation, Reintegration and Rehabilitation of Trafficked
Victims were also formed on 27 February 2006. Subse-
guent bodiesfor suppression of Traffickingin Personsat
State and Division, District and Township levels have
already been formed and anti-trafficking projects are
now being implemented.

Myanmar had not only tackled this problem from
all aspectswithinthecountry butisal soplacingemphasis
on international cooperation by becoming a party to the
following international conventions affiliated with hu-
man trafficking:

(1) the Convention on the Rights of the Child,

(2) the Convention on Elimination of al Forms of Dis-
crimination Against Women,

(3) the Forced Labour Convention No 29,

(4) the Convention Against Transnational Organized
Crime,

(5) the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traf-
ficking in Persons, especially Women and Children,

(6) the Protocol to Combat Smuggling of Migrantsin
Land, Seaand Air,

(7) the Convention Against Corruption and;

(8) Treaty on Mutual Legal Assistance in Crimina
Matters and have been cooperating closely with
members of ASEAN.

Myanmar together with Cambodia, Laosand Thai-
land, signed a Memorandum of Understanding on 22
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December to implement the ARCPPT Project. These
project activities include training members of Myanmar
Police Force, and accordingly 104 police officials have
been trained and visited major towns within States and
Divisions with high incidences of trafficking to impart
knowledge and information. Thisisbeing undertakenin
9 States and Divisions for 14 times. The activities also
include strengthening of Criminal Justice Systems by
providing sound technical assistance and enhancing co-
operation among countries where the project is being
implemented.

Additionally, toinitiateeffectivemeasuresincom-
bating human trafficking in the Mekong Sub-Region,
Myanmar hosted the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial
Initiative against Trafficking (COMMIT) meeting in
October 2004 with the participation of all six countries
that form M ekong Sub-Region namely Cambodia, China,
Laos, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam where aMemo-
randum of Understanding on cooperation in combating
human trafficking was successfully signed. In accord-
ance with COMMIT MoU, aplan of action was devel-
oped and is now being implemented in all member
countries. Representatives from six member countries
occasionally meet in aform of meetings, seminars and
workshops to discuss matters relating to exchange of
information and experiences and to extend reciprocal
assistance as part of cooperation and action plan imple-
menting process.

On 15 January 2005, a Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU) was also signed between Myanmar and
China who shared common borders, to combat
transnational crimes and to maintain restore peace along
the borders of the two countries. Singing another MoU
between the two countiesto combat human traffickingis
another provision prescribed in the signed MoU and to
realizethisprovision, thefirst meeting of senior officials
fromtwo countrieswasheldin November 2005in Bagan,
Myanmar followed by a second meeting in November
2006 in Kunming, China.

In addition, as we are members of both ASEAN
and BIMSTEC, we would like you all to know that the
activitieslaid down by these organizations are al so been
implemented.

As | have stated earlier, Myanmar had earnestly
striven to suppress human trafficking wherethe coopera-
tion of our nationals have played an important role in
gaining practical achievements. From these achieve-
ments, | wouldliketo share someoutstandingincidences.

On 20 July 2006, learning that two Myanmar girls
were held in custody in a hotel room of aborder town of
a neighbouring country from a dutiful citizen, members
of Muse district police force and special anti-human
trafficking unit, with the aide of police from the neigh-
bouring country, rescued the two trafficked Myanmar
girlsand arrested thetwo traffickers— Kyaw Myint and
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Soe Soe Mar— who held thegirlsin custody. They were
taken action by Muse Police station in accordance with
the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law.

From investigations, we learnt that both Kyaw
Myint and Soe Soe Mar were activetraffickersthat lured
local girlsto be sold acrosstheborder. Fromthisconnec-
tion, we were able to expose atotal of 64 traffickers-51
localsand 13 foreigners.

From the gang leader Kyaw Myint himself, we
learnt that he had sold off more than 90 girls to a
neighbouring country and with the cooperation of the
police force from that country, we were able to arrest
another 34 persons linked to the case and we are till in
process of exposing additional 30 offenders.

From trafficker Kyaw Myint, we have confiscated
amobile phone, amillion kyats deposited at Muse Y oma
Bank by his wife, a raw jade weighing 24.8 kilos and
another one weighing 11 kilos, from another trafficker
Fatty @ Ye Myo, we confiscated two mobile phones, 5
ticklesof gold, and aplot of land numbered (2207) at Bo
MinY aung Street, WardNo(71), SouthDagon, Y angon,
from atrafficker who aided in rounding up girls, we
confiscated ahouse at Moe Hnan Kone Village, Pyaw
Bwe Township which was bought from proceeds ac-
cruedthrough humantrafficking. All apprehendedtraf-
fickers will be put on trail in accordance with Anti-
Trafficking in Persons Law.

| would further like to dwell on another case
involving a girl from Myeik who used to work for
Garman cold storagefactory starting from April 2002.
After shehad worked therefor over ayear, thefactory
closed down due to shortage of raw materials and at
the invitation of her cousin aunt, she went to Ranong
in May 2004 to work in afurniture factory where she
got married to arubber plantation worker named Nay
Min Tun aged 22, son of U Tut from Ahnan Village,
Thanbyuzayet. She later learnt that her husband was
having an affair with the female owner of the planta-
tion and when she confronted with her husband, she
was threatened by the owner. On the night of 15
October 2005, while she was sleeping within the
compound of the plantation, she felt burning sensa-
tionson her faceandlater weak uptolearnthat shewas
splashed with acid and had to be hospitalized for
treatment at a nearby hospital.

After being treated in hospital six months, she
went back to her hometown in April 2006. However,
the burns were so severe that she had to undergo
reconstructive surgery on 31 October 2006 at the
Y angon General Hospital Surgical Department for
Facial, Jaw and Throat Surgerieswiththeassistance of
Myanmar Women's Affairs Federation and NGOs.

(See page 14)
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Shehadfiledacaseagainst
her cousin aunt Daw Win
that hasexploited her sala
riesinaccordancewiththe
Anti-Trafficking in Per-
sons Law section 24.

Theassistancepro-
vided by Myanmar Wom-
en's Affairs Federation
and related NGOs during
her repeated operations at
Y angon General Hospital
coupled with the humani-
tarian assistance sheisre-
ceiving; welearnt that her
physical conditions have
improved. | would liketo
present that thisisaclas-
sic example of the role
taken by Myanmar Wom-
en’'sAffairs Federation, a
local NGO, in caring for
the trafficking victims.

Inthesamecontext,
| would like to report on
the actions taken against
thenewly discoveredgang
that issexually exploiting
childreninYangon. Since
2001/2002 we came to
learn the existence of for-
eigners visiting to
Myanmar as tourists to
exploit children and
through the information
imparted by the Austral-
ian Federal Police, we
caught one German na-
tional by the name of Mr
Rabler (aged 35) engag-
ing in sexual abuse with
two children at Ywama
Hotel in Hline township
in December 2003 and
took action against him.

Later in November
2006, we were able to in-
terpret information from
twodifferent sources—one
fromtheSpecia Branchof
Myanmar PoliceForceand
another from local police
forces—to become aware
of the existence of broker-
age gangs that are aiding
foreigners who are visit-
ing to Myanmar as tourist
to sexually abuse children
here in Myanmar.

Based onthisinfor-
mation, members of
Yangon Division police
force, in cooperation with
thespecial anti-humantraf-
ficking unit, rounded up
threeprominent brokerson
13 November 2006. Link-
ages emanating from in-
terrogations led to the ex-
posure of another 21 bro-
kers from this ring within
nine days, including two
who are currently serving
sentencesfromcrimesthey
committed earlier.

Through these bro-
kers, welearnt that 10for-
eigner paedophiles have
sexually abused children
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here in Myanmar. Those
are 3 from Denmark, 2
each from US and Duitch,
1 Each from British, Aus-
triaand Canada.

Oneof thekey play-
ers here is Myat Ko who
livesin Dalaand | would
liketoexplainhow hewas
used as abroker. Born on
5 November 1987, Myat
Koistheeldest sonwitha
younger sibling and since
the age of 14 he started
selling postcards around
Sule and Botahtaung pa-
godasin 2003. He met Dr
Michael Pastoor, a Ger-
man citizen who was vis-
iting Myanmar asatourist
and welearnt that hewent
to meet Myat Ko's par-
ents and verbally prom-
ised to adopt the boy. At
the end of the year 2003,
Myat KowassenttoFMA
school onMahaBandoola
StreettolearnEnglishlan-
guageandthenwasmoved
to |IEC school on SulaPa-
goda Road where he at-
tended the English school
forthewholeyear of 2004.
BetweenMarch, Juneand
August 2005, he visited
Chiang Mai and
Ahyudayain Thailand to-
gether with Michael and
later to Berlin, Germany.
In November 2005,
Michael bought an apart-
ment No Ma/67 (Ka) on
Dhamayon Street,
Sangyoung township in
thenameof Myat Kofor a
price of nineteen million
kyatsand then was sent to
Thailandfor threemonths
to learn Tha language.
Michael, under the guise
of hisadopted son, taught
Myat Ko how to use
Internet and to speak Eng-
lish and now, athough
Myat Ko's education is
only of fourth gradelevel,
welearnt that, in addition
to his sound knowledge
on the use of Internet, he
can also speak English,
Tha and German. Using
thelnternet Cafeat Dagon
Centre, Myat Ko surfed
the web for clientsin for-
eign countries and from
hiswebsite, wefound that
hehasconnectionsinGer-
many, Italy and Thailand.
It is evident that Michael
had used Myat Ko to
gather and distribute in-
formation locally,
searched for markets and
to act as the main contact
point for clients who
would like to indulge in
such acts. We learnt that
Myat Ko, together with
Kyaw (oneof thearrested
brokers) from Dala

formed a gang of around
20 brokers and cruised
Mahabandoola Garden
areastolureinnocent chil-
dren to engage in sexual
acts with foreigners and
then sent them to hotels
wherepornographicmov-
ies were shown to these
children and then engage
in unnatural sex acts on
reciprocal basis. Victims
earnaround 5,000to 7,000
kyatsper sessionwithbro-
kers getting 5,000 to
10,000 kyatsfor each boy
they brought. | amclarify-
ing thisincidencefor peo-
pleto understand how the
members of anti-traffick-
ing units have exposed
child sex abuse cases that
haveinfiltrated Myanmar
from neighbouring coun-
tries.

I wouldliketotake
this opportunity to ex-
plain on Child Sex Tour-
ism here. There are more
than 800 million tourists
visiting countries around
theworld annually out of
which 156 millionvisited
countries in Asia with
more than 51 million to
10 ASEAN countries.
Similarly, exploiting chil-
dren sexually is also in-
creasing and it is esti-
mated that at least a mil-
lion children are being
abused annually. Accord-
ing to astudy undertaken
by “End Child Prostitu-
tion, Child Pornography
and Child Sex Tourism
(ECPAT)” INGO, this
industry thrives in Viet-
nam, Sri Lanka, Cambo-
dia, Thailand, andin cen-
tral American countries
including Costa Rica,
Mexico, Brazil and the
United States and that
peopleindulging in child
sex actsarevisiting coun-
tries around the world as
tourists. It was further
stated in the study report
that themajoritiesof child
abusers are Americans
and include Germans,
French, Swedish, Danish
and British peopleaswell.

As the problem of
exploiting children sexu-
ally is closely linked to
trafficking, we are giving
special attentiontothisis-
sue and since 1993; we
have been taking meas-
uresto protect childrenin
accordance with the Con-
vention on the Rights of
the Child and the
Myanmar Child Law. In
June 2006 , 40 members
of Myanmar Police Force
are being trained by
ARCPPT project and be-
came members of Anti-
Trafficking Unit formed

The Philippine abassador Mme Phoebe A Gomez grs Minister for
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then, Similarly, anti-traf-
ficking task forces were
formed in nine border
townsto undertake meas-
urestoprotect childrenand
suppress human traffick-
ing. Between the periods
2001 to 2006, we have
conducted 15training ses-
sions for 540 police offi-
cials who have been then
assignedtodifferent States
and Divisions to protect
touristsaswell astowatch
and observe their crimi-
nal behaviours. The prob-
lem of child exploitation
is also linked to tourist
industry andwelearnt that
the Ministry of Hotel and
Tourism, in cooperation
with Australian based
Child Wise Tourism Or-
ganization, have con-
ducted 5 workshops to
educate 280 of its staff
membersonthisproblem.
Similarly, the Ministry of
Home Affairs that spear-
heads the Central Body
for Suppression of Traf-
ficking in Persons, con-
ducted 2workshopsin co-
operation with the British
Criminal Investigation
Department for 70 partici-
pantsand another 6 work-
shopsin cooperation with
UNICEF to enhancetheir
knowledge and capabili-
ties on suppressing traf-
ficking for 408 partici-
pants.

Although Myan-
mar has successfully un-
dertaken measurestocom-
bat humantrafficking, asl
have explained in length
earlier, one powerful
Western country, in line
with its supper-handed
strategies is alleging our
country onesided without
taking into consideration
of our comprehensive ef-
fortsto develop our coun-
try andto suppresshuman
trafficking. It had graded
Myanmar, based on their
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prevailing internal stand-
ards and legal norms, at
thelowest level (TIER-3)
in combating human traf-
ficking for the past six
years since the 2000.

Additionally, it has
extendedthesanctionsim-
posed unredlistically to
deter our efforts in mod-
ernizing and developing
Myanmar economically.

We can fairly say
that the emergence of hu-
man trafficking problems
in small countries ema-
nated from the supper-
handed actions of a pow-
erful country aimed at tak-
ing advantage of the
smaller ones inequitably.

Tociteanexample,
this particular powerful
country, based on un-
founded alegations, im-
posed economic sanctions
against Myanmar leading
toaclosureof 160garment
factories within Yangon
Divisonandthereduction
of workers from 40 such
factoriesresultingin more
than eighty thousand job-
lessworkerswithproblems
fordaily survival. Thisjob-
less work force include
more than seventy thou-
sand femal e workers and
by taking advantage of
theproblemsthey arefac-
ing to sustain the daily
livelihood of their fami-
lies, some younger ones
wereluredto becomevic-
tims of this trafficking
gambit. From these
events, wecanfairly con-
clude that the fault lies
upon a powerful country
whose upper handedness
ininterferingintheinter-
nal affairs of Myanmar
resulted in this state of
affairs.

We would there-
foreliketorefutethealle-
gation that Myanmar is
amongst the weakest
countriesthat had not con-

formed to the measures
prescribed in the lowest
category of human traf-
ficking grading of apow-
erful Western country.
The practical measures
undertaken by Myanmar
clearly testify that
Myanmar is one of the
most effective countries
that have effectively sup-
pressed human traffick-
ing.

On one side, this
powerful country, instead
of showing good will to-
wards our efforts in sup-
pressing human traffick-
ingandlending assistance,
it is imposing sanctions
based on unfounded alle-
gations which are direct-
ing young Myanmar girls
to become victims of hu-
man trafficking trade. As
you all are aware,
Myanmar Women's Af-
fairsFederation(MWAF)
that hastirelessly assisted
in measures to suppress
human trafficking have
unequivocally denounced
the grading of Myanmar
at TIER-3 category inthe
June 2006 report on hu-
man trafficking produced
in June 2006 by a Depart-
ment of that powerful
country.

In conclusion, |
would like to emphasize
that, although the neo-
colonialist powerful coun-
try together with destruc-
tive elements have
launched multi faceted
moves to deter and dis-
rupt our honest endeav-
ours, Myanmar can never
condone human traffick-
ing and would continueto
cooperatewith our neigh-
bour and other humani-
tarian organizations, rely-
ing on our own social en-
vironment and inter
strength, incombatingthis
threat.

MNA
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Sdle Proprietor of the following trademark:

MANPOWER

(Reg. No. IV/2757/2006)

used in respect of - “Computer software; computer database a_nd
computer software for inputting, storing, processing and retrieving
information relating to the operation of a personnel staffing
services business; software for evaluating and training employees
and job candidates; software in the field of human resource
management; software in the filed of employee procurement.
Printed materials and instructional texts.

Temporary personnel services; placement of temporary per§nnnel;
placement of permanent personnel, personnel _recrumnent'.
employment agency services; psychological testing for the
selection of personnel to determine their suitability for employment,
testing of individuals to determine employment skills; provision of
job candidate evaluation and selection services; demonstration
and sales promotion services; administrative management of a
commercial enterprise; advertising; business management;
business administration services; office functions; business
information and consultancy services relating to the procurement
of temporary and contract personnel; personnel man_agemem_ and
resourcing consultancy services; business consultation services,
namely career management services, career placement services,
career recruiting services, employment counseling services,
employment outplacement services, career recruiting services,
employment counseling services, employment outplacement
services, human resource consultation services, personnel manage-
ment consultation services, personnel retention consultation
services and career management consultation services; resume
listing services; resume matching services; audill and tax
preparation services; business process outsourcing services.
Instruction services relating to business and data processing;
training services for personnel; provision of skill assessment

3800 West 143" Street,
Cleveland, Ohio 44111, USA
is the owner and proprietor of
the Trademarks:

Reg. No. 4/171/1998
(28 August 1998)
in respect of "Paints, coating
compositions in the nature of
paint, preservatives against
rust and against deterioration
of wood" in Class 2;

Reg. No. 4/1599/1998

(12 September 1998)
"Paints, varnishes, lacquers;
hardeners, driers, thinners,
coloring matters, all being
additives of paints, varnishes
and lacquers; preservatives

against rust and against
deterioration of wood; priming
preparations (in the nature of
paint); wood stains; mastic;
putty” in Class 2.

AQUABASE

Cleveland, Ohio, 441 41-3247,
U.S.A is the Owner and Sole
Proprietor of the following
Trade mark:-

PEMOLLIENT

Reg : No. 4/4663/2002
Reg : No. 4/5904/2006
In respect of :  Polymeric
emulsifiers with various emol-
lients.
The above trademark has now
been changed from Noveon
IP Holding Corp, a company
incorporated in Illinois to
Noveon, Inc.,a Company in-
corporated in Delaware, U.S.A
at 9911 Brecksville Road,
Cleveland, Ohio 441 41-3247,
U.S.A by virtue of “Declara-
tion of Ownership of Change
of Name of Company under
Myanmar Registration No. 4/
5904/2006 dated Sth Septem-
ber”,
Fraudulent imitation or unau-
thorized use of the said Trade-
mark shall be dealt with accord-
ing to law.
U Myint Lwin, Advocate,
LL.B,DBL
Dip in Marine AfTairs(UK)
Email : MYINT.Advocate@
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Thursday, 30 November, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at
09:30 hours MST: During the past 24 hours,
weather hasbeen generally fair in thewhole coun-
try. Night temperatureswere (3°C) to (4°C) below
normal in Chin State,Mandalay, Bago and
Ayeyawady Divisions, (5°C) to (6°C) below nor-
mal in Kachin, Shan and Rakhine States, Magway
and Yangon Divisions, (7°C) to (8°C) below nor-
mal in Kayah State and upper Sagaing Division,
(8°C)to(4°C) above normal in Mon State and
Taninthayi Division and about normal in the re-
maining areas. The significant night temperatures
were Pinlaung (1°C), Heho and Mogok (4°C) each.

Maximum temperature on 29-11-2006 was
94°F. Minimum temperature on 30-11-2006 was
62°F. Relative humidity at 09:30 hours MST on
30-11-2006 was 70%. Total sunshinehourson 29-
11-2006 was (8.3) hours approx.

Rainfalls on 30-11-2006 were (Nil) at
Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. To-
tal rainfallssince 1-1-2006 were (98.46) inches at
Mingaladon and (111.61) inchesat Kaba-Aye and
(116.69) inchesat Central Y angon. Maximumwind
speed at Y angon (Kaba-Aye) was (10) mph from
North at 10:30 hours MST on 29-11-2006.

Bay inference: Weather ispartly cloudy in
the Southwest Bay and generally fair in the
Andaman Seaand elsewherein the Bay of Bengal.

. : mptmail.net.nm \ _ .
courses; education and raining services. Reg. No. 4/3878/2001 Ph:371990  1.Dec2006 Forecast valid until evening of
Temporary professional persomel senvices;  placement of | "Paints, vanishes, lacquers; 1-12-2006: Weather will bepartly cloudy in Kachin
temporary professional personnel; recruitment °ffpr°zess?°":: preservatives againstrustand | (~ | State and Taninthayi Divisionand generally fairin
personnel, employment agencies for the placement of profession against deterioratipn o( wood:; L Cila
personnel; testing of individuals to determine employment skills; priming preparation in the ¢ c o o the remaining States and D|V|S|0n.s. _ .
festing designed to determine the industrial skills, dexterity and | nature of paints.” 0§:62§2000C State of the Sea: Seas will be slight in
hand-eye coordination of employee and temporary hellp personnel; Fraudulent or unauthorised Myanmar waters.
consultancy services in the field of technology, including computer use, or acftual or colourable c o Outlook for subsequent two days: Likeli-
software and computer hardware; computer system secunty imitation of the above marks . . . .
auditing services; compuler programming; personnel testing of all |~ shallbe dealt with according to cQO20§ 0CY hood of slight increase of night temperaturesin the

kinds."

law.

Southern Myanmar areas.

o U Than Maung, Advocate i i -
Fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use or any other infringement For PPG Industries 8 uzpém% _ Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbour
whatsoever of this trademark will be dealt with according to law. Ohio, Inc., ing areas for 1-12-2006: Fair weather.
) Clo Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
Thein Aung B.Sc., R.L., D.B.L Advocate .
MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND PATENT LAW FIRM Yang;‘;“g: e 85 8.8 (\)gggﬁ I || areasfor 1-12-2006: Fair weather.
Tel:254037 E-mail: mtpip@mptmail.netmm G.P.O Box:666 ke;.,m_mia_',gn@mpmifna,_mm For ecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
Yangon. 15! December 2006 Dated 1% December 2006 9 )| areasfor 1-12-2006: Fair weather.
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12th Waxing of Nadaw 1368 ME

Friday, 1 December, 2006

“NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

*  Stability of theState, community peac
andtranquillity, prevalenceof law and "
order

* National reconsolidation "

* Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developed x
nation in accord with the new State
Congtitution

Development of agriculture as the base and all-round |

development of other sectorsof the economy aswell
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from

sour cesinsidethe country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

'Independent Representatives-elect submit proposalson chapters:
“Election”, Political Parties” and “Provisionson State of

Emergency” to Plenary Session of National Convention

" .

Chairman of NCCC Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein, commission members ad delegates at Plenary Session of National Convention.— mNA

Y ancon, 30 Nov — Independent Representa-
tives-elect of the Delegate Group of Representatives-
elect submitted proposals on the detailed basic princi-
plesthat should beadopted for thechapters” Election”,
“Political Parties’ and “Provisions on State of Emer-

gency” tobeincludedindraftingthe State Constitution
at the Plenary Session of the National Convention
whichcontinuedat Pyidaungsu Hall of Nyaunghnapin
Camp in Hmawby Township, Yangon Division, at 9
am today.

Present on the occasion were Chairman of the

National Convention Convening Commission Secre-
tary-1of the State Peaceand Devel opment Council Lt-
Gen Thein Sein and Commission members, Chairman

(See page 9)

&

(Allegations contrary to present endeavours exerted by \
Gover nment with goodwill for prosperity of Myanmar

J

Nay Pyi Taw, 29 Nov— The following is the
clarification made by Director-General of Myanmar
Police ForceBrig-Gen Khin Yi onsituationin prisons
in Myanmar at the press conference on undertakings
ineducation, health and social sectorsof theStatehere
yesterday.

Whilst clarifying the unfounded all egations to-
wards Myanmar, | would further like to report a
summary of the situation in our prisonsthat have been
wrongly accused in the news media.

Myanmar took a considerable length of timeto
uphold the Union as a united entity, forge national
solidarity, work towards prevalence of law and order
with peaceful and secure living condition and at the
sametime, managed to cultivate the basic prerequisite
of building trust between ethnic nationals and have
placed emphasison the devel opment of the country by
laying down programs incomparable to any undertak-
ingsin past eras.

This scenario for peaceful development of a
new country is something that theinternal and exter-
nal destructive elements, together with opposition
groups should welcome warmly. Instead, they are
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now stirring the tranquillity of our country with an
aimtototally destroy Myanmar by attacking from all
possiblefronts. Local stooges are particularly active
in broadcasting propaganda and fabricated informa-
tion liberally that can generate suspicion and inso-
lence against the Government by the people. Thisis
donein collusionwith external mass mediaorgani za-
tions, TV and radio stations and through Internet.
Disregarding the prescribed ethics for news media,
codes of conduct and accepted norms, they are delib-
erately inflating the wrong and unfounded informa-
tion to create misunderstanding among the people. |
will elaborate on the situation in our prisons, citing
actual happenings, which is one of the many fabri-
cated tales the destructive elements have created
through the media, for all of usto realize and under-
stand.

From overabundant amorphous tell tales on
prisons, | would like to highlight the propagations
comingfrom Assistance Associationfor Political Pris-
oners (AAPP) and some of the external broadcasting
stations:

- DVB station broadcast on 23 June 2006 on a

18/8/3, 8:33 PM

dysentery outbreak in Insein prison that is
worrisome for prisoners;
DVB station broadcast on 29 June 2006 on
Government stopping food suppliesto prison-
ers and the need for prison staff members to
find its own waysto feed them, the absence of
medical doctor in prisonscreating health prob-
lems for long term prisoners and the develop-
ment of gastric ulcers among prisoners from
low quality rice they were fed;
DVB station broadcast on 1 August 2006 on
the absence of health care within prisonswith
prisoners having to depend on unsafe water
and food with no nutritional values;
Myitzimastation broadcast on 15 August 2006
on prisoners suffering from malaria, diarrhoea
and mal nutritionfrom hardlabor inButhidaung
prison in Rakhine State;
DVB station broadcast on 22 August 2006 on
prisoners having to sleep on concrete floors
causi ng hypertensionand strokeswithout proper
medical care in Toungoo prison;

(See page 10)



