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* Uplift of the morale and morality of

Secretary-1Lt-Gen Thein Sein, wife Daw

Khin Khin Win

YANGON, 29 Sept
— Secretary-1 of the
State Peace and Deve-
lopment Council Lt-Gen
TheinSeinandwifeDaw
Khin Khin Win attended
thereceptionto mark the
57th Founding Anniver-
sary of the People’' sRe-
publicof Chinaat Sedona
Hotel on Kaba Aye Pa-
goda Road, here, this
evening.

Itwasal soattended
by Lt-Gen Myint Swe of
the Ministry of Defence
and wife Daw Khin Thet
Htay, the ministers, the
deputy ministers, senior |
military officers, the de-
partmental heads, offi-
cials of socid organiza-
tions, heads of foreign !
missions, resident repre- :
sentatives of UN agen-
ciesand other guests.

e

attend reception marking 57th Founding Anniversary of PRC

-

¥ .. 2 A
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein and wife Daw Khin Khin Win attend the reception to mark 57th Fo
of the People’s Republic of China.—wnNa

Secretary-1 Lt-
GenThein Seinandwife | were welcomed by Chi- ‘ Guan Mu at the hotel.

Daw Khin Khin Win nese Ambassador Mr

‘ tary-1

Later, the Secre- | the cake and the guests | the Chinese ambassa-
and his wife cut | werehosted adinner by | dor.—MNA

Excerpts from the article

Notrepresentingthe people,
NLD is attempting to harm the
interests of the State and
the people in league with the
West.

Pace 8+9 U Pray Kyaw

.

N\
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From SNPL O declaration

It is obvious that the decision
turned a blind eye to fruitful re-
sults of prevailing peace and sta-
bility and developments that the
people and SNPL O enjoy.

Pace 10

. J

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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To ensure durability of
irrigation facilities

Thegovernment isconstructing acluster of
dams numbering 71 in the five townships of
Pakokku District for ensuring regional food se-
curity and thegreeningof thedistrictin M agway
Division.

On 26 September 2006, Y esagyo Township
in Pakokku District saw theinauguration of the
Myaykhedaung Dam intended for the greening
of theregion, extended cultivation of paddy and
supply of clean water to the nearby villages.

The 44-foot-high and 1,300-foot-long facil-
ity was built by damming the Myaykhedaung
Creek at acost of over 102 million kyatscontrib-
uted by the government, and it can store 2,880
acrefeet of water.

It is the 189th dam among the irrigation
facilities that the Tatmadaw Government has
constructed across the nation since 1988 as well
asthe 32nd of itskind in Magway Division.

Thisrainy season, Magway Divisionispur su-
ing the target of putting about 925,000 acres
under monsoon paddy and more than 160,000
acresunder summer paddy. And it isstriving for
theachievement of 125per cent of ricesufficiency,
while Pakokku District is making endeavoursto
meet thetar get of 128,586 acr esof monsoon paddy
and over 20,000 acres of summer paddy in order
to achieve 54 per cent of rice sufficiency.

The 71 irrigation facilities constructed for
the greening of and supply of water to Pakokku
cover small dams and lakes and other water
resour ces. Sofar, 50 out of 71 projectshavebeen
completed and ar ebenefiting some5,000 acr esof
paddy fields.

Upon completion, the 71 projects will be
abletoirrigate 8,630 acres of farmland.

Besides, thegover nment isimplementing 13
river water pumping projectsthat will beableto
benefit 35,000 acr es of ar able landsin Pakokku
District.

Therefore, local farmerson their part areto
reciprocate the goodwill of the government by
collectively maintaining the irrigation facilities
for their durability, the greening of the water-
shed ar easand sustainableprogressof theirriga-
tion networks.

* Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

\* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy )
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Yangon Division USDA
holds annual meeting

Y ANGON, 29 Sept — The Annual General Meet-
ingfor 2006 of Y angon Division Union Solidarity and
Development Association washeld today at theoffice
of the association here.

Member of the Panel of Patrons of USDA (Cen-
tral) Patron of Yangon Division USDA Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Y angon Command Brig-Gen HlaHtay
Win, CECMember of USDA Vice-Chairmanof Y angon
City Development Committee Vice-Mayor Col Maung
Pa delivered addresses at the meeting.

Twenty-five outstanding students who passed
the matriculation examination for 2005-2006 aca-
demic year were awarded at the meeting. Later,
wellwishers donated cash to the association through
Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa.

In the second session of the meeting, partici-
pantsof the meeting discussed theannual report of the
executive committee of Y angon Division USDA, and
the meeting ended with concluding remarks by the
meeting chairman. — MNA

e

Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win
addresses Annual General Meeting for 2006

of Yangon Division USDA. — MNA

(o~ R . N
Diplomatic relations estab-
lished between Myanmar

and Timor-Leste

Nay Pyi Taw, 29 Sept— The Union of
Myanmar and the Democratic Republic of Timor-
Leste, desirous of establishing friendly relations
and mutually beneficial cooperation on the basisof
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations
and normsof International Law in accordancewith
the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations
and on Consular Relations, decided to establish
diplomatic relations between the two countries at
Ambassadorial level with effect from 26 Septem-
ber 2006.

The agreement to establish diplomatic rela-
tionsbetweentheUnion of Myanmar andtheDemo-
cratic Republicof Timor-Lestewassigned by HEU
Nyan Win, Minister for Foreign Affars of the
Union of Myanmar and HE Jose Luis Guterres,
Minister of Foreign Affairsand Cooperation of the
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste,inNew Y ork

\on 26 September 2006. — MNA
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CSSTB holds coord
meetin g

NAY Pyi Taw, 29 Sept— Civil Service Selection
and Training Board held its coordination meeting at
the Board, here, this afternoon.

Chairman of CSSTB Dr Than Nyun made an
inaugural speech.

Membersof CSSTB, directors-general and rec-
tors of departments and universities and the head of
office were present.

Members U Aung Myint, U Hla Myint Oo, U
Win Aung, U Soe Oo, U Nyi Tun and U Kyaw Aung
spoke on the occasion.

Directors-General and rectorsreported onwork
done in 2006 and future tasks.

The chairman gave instructions on reports sub-
mitted and made concluding remarks.

MNA

Foundation Analysis & Design
Courseof MES on 14 Oct

Yancon, 29 Sept — Myanmar Engineering
Society will conduct Foundation Analysis & Design
Course on 14 October at the office of the society on
Hline University Campus here.

Thecoursewill last one month and those wish-
ing to attend it may contact Tel: 519673 and 519676.

MNA

Fire breaksout in Kyauktada
Township

Y aNGoN, 29 Sept— A firebrokeout at Pwint Oo
Furniture Mart of U Aung Nyunt, of No 67 (ground
floor) at thecorner of Anawrahta Street and 40th Street
in Kyauktada Township here yesterday evening.

The flame caused damage to plastic kitchen
and household items estimated at K 3 million, it is
learnt.

MNA
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Haitian Justice Minister accuses US

of under mining sovereignty

HAVANA, 28 Sept—Hai-
tian Justice Minister
Henry Marge Dorleans
said on Tuesday that aUS
Embassy advert offering
rewards for information
about heavy weapons in
privatehandsintheisland
nation, was a deliberate
move to undermine Hai-
tian sovereignty

“Thisis an attempt to
bring Haiti’s justice sys-
tem under theauthority of
the United States,” Henry
Marge Dorleans was
quoted as saying by the
daily newspaper Carib-
bean Net News, according
to reports reaching here
on Tuesday.

“I1f you haveany infor-

—

Romania, Bulgaria

welcomed as full-fledged
members of EU

BucHAREsT, 28 Septe— L eading Eur opean par -
liamentarianshavesaid Romaniaand Bulgariaare
welcomed to befull-fledged member s of the Euro-
pean Union (EU), the Romanian Rompres news
agency reported on Wednesday.

"Therearesomeshort-
comings in Romania and
Bulgaria, however, thisis
not the time nor the place
to talk about problems,"
said the European Parlia-
ment Socialist Group
leader Martin Schulz.

TheEU itselfwill reap
benefitsfromthemember-
ship of Romania and Bul-
garia in terms of security
along its borders, socia
cohesion and economic
strength, said Schulz.

He compared the joy
of the two countries EU
accession to the one expe-
rienced at Germany's
reunification.

Enthusiastic about
Romania and Bulgaria's
entry to the EU on 1 Janu-
ary, 2007, was also the
European liberal demo-
crats leader Graham
Watson, who said that fol-
lowing the EU accession
of thetwostates, bothsides
will reap benefits.

30-9-06NL_01

"The most important
argumentfavouringtheEU
accession of thetwo coun-
tries are the 22 million
Romanians and 7.5 mil-
lion Bulgarians,” said
Brian Crowley, an lIrish
parliamentarianwhoisalso
co-chairman of the Union
for Europe of the Nations.

Hepointed out that the
two states should be given
the same opportunities as
current EU statesgotwhen
they wereweaker and less
developed.

The key word of the
emphasis should be laid
fromnow onis" transpar-
ency," said European par-
liamentarian for Bulgaria
Geoffrey vanOrden (EPP-
ED).—MNA/Xinhua

mation about people hid-
ingheavy weapons, please
contact the United States
Embassy in Port-au-
Prince. Calls will be
treated asconfidential and
will be handsomely re-
warded,” saidtheUSEm-
bassy advertisement, cur-
rently running on Haitian
radio in the local Creole

Thenew Logan MCV is
presented on media day
at the Paris Mondial de
I” Automobileon 28 Sept,
2006. The Paris Auto
show opens its doors to
the public 30 Sept
to0 15 Oct. —INTERNET

language.

The incident came as
the country’s National
Commission is trying to
recover an estimated
200,000 weapons, which
are scattered al over the
placeand believedtobein
privatehands. Thegovern-
ment body, along with
seven non-governmental
organizations, is negotiat-
ing with street gangs in
Haiti’s roughest neigh-
bourhoods.

“All attemptstodeliver
the apparatus of justice
into the hands of foreign-
ersdeservesan urgent in-
tervention from our na-
tion’s authorities,” said
JosephLambert, president
of Haiti’s Senate.

The US Embassy
sourceshaveformally de-
niedany attempt tounder-
mine Haiti’ s sovereignty.

MNA/Xinhua

ZHaoG%gshowshishandicraft“ HeavenandEarth”,
which wasmadefromover 100calabashesin Tianjin,
north China,on 27 Sept, 2006.—XINHUA

( Dirty water ‘kills 1.5m children’ |

Lonpon, 28 Sept—
More than 1.5m children
under five die each year

US soldier and Marinekilled
inrestive lragi province

BAGHDAD, 28 Sept—
An American soldier and
a Marine died from en-
emy action in the restive
western Iragi province of
al-Anbar, the US military
said on Wednesday.
TheMarineassignedto
Regimental Combat Team
7 died Monday while op-
erating in the insurgency-
ravaged province, themili-
tary said in a statement.
Another soldier as-
signed to 1st Brigade, 1st
Armoured Division aso
diedonMonday inhostile
actionina-Anbar, asepa-
rate statement said.
The latest fatalities
bring to 68 the number of
US soldiers killed this

month, most died in a-
Anbar, which is believed
to be a stronghold of gue-
rillas. SincetheUS-ledwar
inIrag brokeoutin March
2003, morethan 2,700US
soldiers have been killed
inlrag, accordingtomedia
count.

MNA/Xinhua

because they lack access
to safe water and proper
sanitation, says the Uni-
ted Nations children’s
agency.

In a report, UNICEF
saysthat despitesomesuc-
cesses, a hillion people
worldwide do not have
access to safe drinking
water from protected
Sources.

More than 1.2 billion
people have gained ac-
cess to safe water since
1990.

But sub-Saharan Af-
ricaremainsamajor area

of concern, especially
countriesaffected by con-
flict. A UNICEF deputy-
director, Vanessa Tobin,
gavetheexampleof Niger,
where only 13% of the
population has access to
toilets of an acceptable
standard, or better.

Shesaidit“certainly is
acontributingfactorinthe
cholera outbreaks” in
Niger.

TheUN hopesto halve
thenumber of peoplewith-
out access to clean drink-
ing water and sanitation
by 2015. —Internet

A fire-fighter kicksdirt on a hot spot as he works

to contain the Day Fire burning out of control in
the Los Padres National Forest and in Ventura

County, California on 27 Sept, 2006.—INTERNET
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Buddha statues stolen from
| ndian M useum

Patna (India), 28
Sept— A total of 18
bronze statues of Lord
Buddhadating back tothe
9thand 10th century were
stolen from the Patna
Museum, accordingtothe
Bihar state government
Wednesday .

The stolen statues are
estimated at 1000 million
rupees (some 210 million
US dollars) in the
international market.

Director of the
Directorate of Museum
Sahdeo Kumar said the
staffs of the museum
foundthepricelessstatues
missingfromthefirstfloor
gallery of the museum
when it opened for public
on Tuesday after aweekly
closure.

Itwasagreat relief for

the museum that the ||

thieves did not take away
the urn containing ashes
of Lord Buddha

discovered during
excavation of 6th Century
stupaat VVaisahli andrelics
of Hieun Tsang, the
Chinesemonk whovisited
Indiain between 630- 645
AD to study at Nalanda
University.

The state government
hasnow askedthelnterpol

and the Central Bureau of
Investigation of India to
help find those stolen
treasures, said Inspector
General of Bihar Police
Anil Sinha.

The state government
hasformed aspecial team
of policeto probeinto the
issue. — MNA/Xinhua

S

Official linked with US Army

commitssuicidein Kuwait
Kuwait City, 28 Sept — A financid official linked

with the US Army committed suicide in Kuwait on
Tuesday after being investigated for fraud, loca daily
Kuwait Times reported Wednesday.

According to the report, the man, an American

citizen, served as aintermediator between local firms =

and the US military for service contracts and other
projects. He had discovered that he was being
investigated for fraud and other financial crimesbefore
committing suicide, said the report.

Concerned sourceswere quoted assaying that three
people have been involved in the alleged fraud. They
were working in Iraq and were questioned by US
officials before being sent back to Washington.

However, the US Embassy here said it had no
informationabout thecitizen, preferring not tocomment
on the matter. — MNA/Xinhua

A high resolution 3-D
colour laser scanner is
seen examining the
MonalLisain a
handout photo from
the National Research
Council of Canada.

XINHUA

A delegation of the Associated Press, headed by President and CEO Tom

Curley, visits Xinhuanet (Xinhua Online) and watches a demonstration of
Xinhua Multimedia Database on 28 Sept, 2006. —XINXUA
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An aerial view shows
houses flooded with
mud in Sidoarjoin

Indonesia’s East Java

province on 27 Sept,

2006. —INTERNET

EU urges Thai democracy, end to

BRussELs, 29 Sept —
The European Union
called on Thursday for a
speedy  return  to
democracy in Thailand
and said martial law
should be lifted without
delay.

A statement fromthe
Finnish Presidency of the
European Union said the
bloc attached great
importancetoholdingfree
and democratic elections
in Thailand “as soon as
possible’.

“Martial law should,
without delay, give way
totheruleof ordinary law
withfull respect for human
rightsand civil liberties,”
the statement said.

“The European
Unionhasnotedwithgreat
attention the military
leadership’s assurances
that Thailandwill continue
to abide by the United
Nations Charter and
international treaties and
agreements,” it added.

“The decisions and
actions of the new

martial law

military-appointed
government will be
evaluated by theEuropean
Union in the light of
Thailand’s international
obligations, inter aia in
the area of human rights,
including freedom of
expressionandfreedomof
assembly,” it said.

The Thai military

Thaksin Shinawatra’'s
governmentinabloodless
coup on 19 September but
promised to install a new
civilian Prime Minister
within two weeks of that
date.

A draft interim
constitution is due to be
submitted for royal
approval on Saturday.

overthrew prime minister MNA/Reuters

v -

A police bomb expert walks away from a suspicious
package after checking it at the US District
Courthouse, after police blocked all traffic for
blocks in Washington on 27 Sept, 2006.—INTERNET

Car bomb
near Baghdad
market kills

five, wounds
eight

BAGHDAD, 28 Sept — A car bomb exploded near a
crowded market in southern Baghdad’ sBayaaDistrict
onWednesday, killingfivepeopleandwounding eight
others, police said.

The car was parked at the side of a road and
detonated by remote control. Police said the casualty
toll was likely to rise. Sunni Muslim guerillas have
regularly attacked crowdsof civiliansinmostly Shiite
areas such as Bayaa as part of tit-for-tat communal
violencethat is claiming dozens of livesin Irag every
day. — MNA/Reuters

18/7/29, 11:21 PM
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Microsoft offers emergency patch

for IE bug

L osANGELES, 28 Sept— Micr osoft on Tuesday released apatch for acritical
flaw initsInternet Explorer web browser, ahead of itsnext scheduled round

of security updates.

Breaking its monthly
patch cycle, the software
maker said hackers had
been using the flaw to
attack computers via the
Internet.

Malicious software
canbeloaded, unbeknown
tousers,ontoavulnerable
Windowscomputer when
usersclick onamalicious
link, Microsoft said,
adding that for more than

especially, malicious
activity had been on the
upswing.

The patch will fix
vulnerability in the way
that Internet Explorer
renders VML (Vector
Markup  Language)
graphics, according to a
security bulletin released
by the company.

The out-of-cycle
release is unusual, since
Microsoft generally

aweek, andinrecent days

= o . =
Commuters are forced to walk as some vehicles
refuseto drive along a flooded road in Manila on
28 Sept, 2006. Typhoon Xangsane lashed the
Philippine capital on Thursday, grounding flights,
halting vessels and closing schools and market
after triggering fatal flash floods in the centre of
the country.—INTERNET

Expertssay da Vinci’'sMona
Lisawasa new mother

OTTAWA, 28 Sept — Mona Lisa, themysterious
woman immortalized in Leonardo da Vinci's
16th century master piece, had just given birth to
her second son when she sat for the painting, a
French art expert said on Tuesday.

The discovery was
made by ateam of Can-
adian scientistswho used
special infrared and
three-dimensional tech-
nology to peer through
hitherto impenetrable
paint layers on thework,
which now sits in the
LouvreMuseumin Paris.

Bruno Mottin of the
FrenchMuseums' Centre
for Research and
Restoration said that on
very close examination
of the painting it became
clear that the Mona
Lisa sdresswascovered
in a thin transparent
gauze veil.

“This type of gauze
dress... wastypical of the
kind worn in early 16th
century Italy by women

30-9-06NL_01

who were pregnant or
who had just given birth.
Thisissomethingthat had
never been seenuptonow
because the painting was
alwaysjudged to be dark
anddifficulttoexamine,”
hetoldanewsconference.
“We can now say
that this painting by
Leonardo da Vinci was
painted to commemorate
thebirth of the second son
of the Mona Lisa, which
helps us to date it more
precisely toaround 1503.”
The young woman
with the ambiguous half
smilehasbeenidentified
as Lisa Gherardini, wife
of Florentine merchant
Francesco de Giocondo.
She had five children.
MNA/Reuters

releases its security
updates on the second
Tuesday of every month,
giving system admini-
stratorsapredictableway
tosetasidetimetotestthe
new software.

The last time the
softwaremaker rushed out
afixwasinJanuary, when
another image-related
flawinthel Ebrowserwas
being usedto compromise
Windows PCs through
malicious websites.

With attack code that
worksonthelatestversion
of Windows XP now
publicly available, the
flawisemergingasavery
serious concern for
administrators, security
experts said, while
pushingMicrosofttorush

" | out afix for it.

There are currently
morethan 3,000 websites
infecting users with
malwarethat exploitedthe
deficiency, said Ken
Dunham, an expert with
the Internet security firm
Verisign.

MNA/Xinhua

1—\ ARRRAbAEN) ;
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A Japan Airlines cargo plane taxis at Bangkok’s newly opened Internatlonal
Airport on 28 Sept, 2006. The Suvarnabhumi Airport officially opened
on Thursday. — INTERNET

Baggagehiccupsmar Bangkok air port opening

Banckok, 29 Sept — Thailand’s new four billion US dollars international
airport won a thumbs up from most passengers on its first day of operation on
Thursday, although teething problems with the baggage handling system led to
some delays.

“It appears there weren’t enough carts to carry the luggage from the plane,”
said Hemant Chattopadhyay, an I T professional from Bangalorein Indiawho had
to wait 2-1/2 hours before being reunited with his bags.

Otherscomplained about alack of signstothebaggagehalls, although by-and-
large the massive complex, which will be able to handle 45 million passengers a
year when it hits top gear, appeared to have swung into action smoothly.

In the cavernous steel-and-glass departure hall of Suvarnabhumi — “Golden
Land” in Thai — check-in queues moved steadily, although some passengers
confessed tobeing overawed by thesizeof theworld-record 563,000 squaremetres
(6.06 million square feet) terminal.

With 12 million tourists a year visiting Thailand and aspirations to being a
regiond trading and meeting centre, successive governments in Bangkok have
deemed areplacement for itsageing, single-runway Don Muang Airport necessary.

MNA/Reuters

A locust eats a plant as a plague of theinsectsis
affecting parts of Mexico’s prime tourist
destination Cancun on 27 Sept, 2006. Clouds of
locusts have descended around the Mexican beach
resort of Cancun, destroying corn crops and
worrying officialsin a region still recovering from
the devastating fury of last year’sHurricane
Wilma. — INTERNET

Cambodia, Vietham start

installing border markers

PrHnom PenH, 28 Sept — Cambodiaand Vietnam
onWednesday kicked off theirjoint operationtoinstall
markersto precisely definetheir 1,270-kilometre-long
land border.

Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen and his
Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen Tan Dung witnessed
thefirst plantation of the border markers at the Bavet-
Mocbai international border crossing. — MNA/Xinhua

( Long-dormant Alaskan

volcano may erupt soon

ANCHORAGE (Alaska), 28 Sept — A volcano
believed by scientists to be dormant for the last
10,000 years has rumbled to lifewith aburst of ash,
gasand steam, signsthat an eruption could occur in
the coming days or weeks, ajoint state and federal
agency said on Tuesday.

Scientists last week spotted a cloud streaming
near the Fourpeaked Volcano, a 6,903-foot (2,104-
metre) mountain about 200 miles (322 kilometres)
southwest of Anchorage, but area residents thought
theactivity wascoming fromanother active volcano
inthearea

Oncethewesther cleared, information gleaned
from overflights and sensors placed on Fourpeaked
Volcano indicated the mountain was active, said
Peter Cervelli, ageophysicist at the AlaskaVolcano

\Observatory. — MNA/Reuters )

18/7/29, 11:21 PM



6 THE NEW LIGHT

conference where she promoted her new TV drama series* Song of the
Prince” in Taipei (China), on 28 Sept, 2006. —I NTERNET
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| sraelis, Palestinians team up
to make fatter fish

JERUSALEM, 28 Sept — Resear cher sin | srael, thePalestinian territoriesand
Germany are pursuing a project to transform female freshwater fish into
males, a sex change they hope will put bigger fish on thedinner table.

Male fish are larger,
grow faster and weigh
about a third more than
females, Mutaz Qutob, a
Palestinian researcher
involved in the
experiments, said on
Tuesday.

Aspartof aprojectwith
Hebrew University and
Germany’s University of
Hohenheim, Qutobandhis
colleagues will inject
compounds from plants

Most Iragisfavour withdrawal of US forces soon

WASHINGTON, 28 Sept—
About three-quarters of
Iragis believe US forces
are provoking more
conflict than they are
preventing in lraq and
should be withdrawn
within a year, a survey
released on Wednesday
showed.

The poll of 1,150
people, conducted by a
policy group at the
University of Maryland,
also found growing
support for attacksagainst
American-ledforces, with
a mgjority of Iragis now
favouring them.

The release of the
survey came a day after
President GeorgeW.Bush
declassified a national
intelligence report saying
thelragwar had becomea
“cause celebre” that was

breeding deepresentment
in the Muslim world and
helping | slamist militants
cultivate supporters.

The findings were
similar to those of aState
Department study
reported in  The
Washington Post on
Wednesday but not
released publicly.

That poll found a
strong majority of lragis
wanted American forces
to leave immediately.

It asked whether
people favoured US
troops leaving imm-
ediately, staying until the
government asked them
to leave or staying until
the violence stopped.

The University of
Marylandpoll, conducted
in September by the
Programme on Interna-

tional Policy Attitudes,
found that 78 per cent of
Iragis believe the US
military presence causes
more conflict than it
prevents.

Among lIraq’s three
main communities, only
Kurds tended to see the
US military presence as
a stabilizing force, with
56 per cent agreeing with
that statement versus 17
per cent of Shi’itesand 2
per cent of Sunnis.
Ninety-seven per cent of
Sunnissaidthey believed
the American presence
caused more conflict
than it prevented,
compared with 82 per
cent of Shi'ites and 41
per cent of Kurds.

Most Iragis — 71 per
cent — said US soldiers
should be withdrawn

within ayear, but only 37
per cent favoured an
American withdrawal in
the next six months.
MNA/Reuters

foundintheoccupiedWest
Bank and often used as
seasoningsintofoodfedto
newborn NileTilapiafish.
“This will have an effect
on the fish’s metabolic
(structure) — it may shift
fromfemaletomale,” said
Qutob, a chemist at al-
Quds University in East
Jerusalem.

“This is a very
important project. We are
introducing a new food
source for the Pales-
tinians.”

Scientists at Hebrew
University had previously
used synthetic steroids,
which areregarded asless
hedlthy, tocreatemalefish,
said Berta Sivan, a

researcher at the Israeli
school who helped found
the project.

PalestiniansintheWest
Bank import most of their
fish from Israel and the
coastal Gaza Strip.

But their consumption
of fish, especidly those
from fresh water sources,
has fallen in recent years
due to rising costs and
tighter Isragli travel and
trade restrictions on
Palestinians.

“We wanted to solve a
fish-breeding problem in
Israel andhelpbringinand
promotefish consumption

in the Palestinian
Authority,” Sivan said.
MNA/Reuters

2007
women’s collections during Milan Fashion Week on 28 Sept, 2006. —I NTERNET
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Toronto Aerospace Museum volunteers pull open giant hangar doors to unveil
alife-size model of the Avro Arrow fighter during a media preview in Toronto,
on 28 Sept, 2006. The Toronto-built Arrow was the world’s most advanced
new jet fighter design when the Canadian government killed the programme
for political and economic reasonsin 1959.—INTERNET
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Eight killed in mortar
barrage northeast of
Baghdad

Baquea (lraq), 28
Sept— Eight Iraqi people
werekilledandtwoothers
wounded when several
mortar rounds struck a
residential area in the
volatileprovinceof Diyala
northeast of Baghdad,
local police said.

The mortar rounds
landed on and around a
house in Baguba Town,
killing eight people,
including seven members
of one family, who were
sleeping in the house
garden due to Iragq’'s
constant power cut and

hightemperature, asource
from Diyala provincial
police told Xinhua.
Three women were
among the deaths, he
added. It was not clear
whether the attack was
targeting the family or hit
the house mistakenly.
Bagubaistheprovincia
capital of Irag's Diyala
Province which located
within Irag’s so-called
Sunni Triangle, a bastion
of sectarian violence and
insurgency againsttheUS-
led occupation.
MNA/Xinhua

18/7/29, 11:21 PM

Storm,
whirlwind kill
7 in Vietham

Hanol, 28 Sept — A
tropical storm hitting
Vietnam’s central region
and a whirlwind in the
country’s southern Dong
ThapProvincehavekilled
or left missing seven
peoplesincelastweekend,
theloca newspaper Youth
reported Wednesday .

Thestormhaskilled or
left missingfour peoplein
the central provinces of
NgheAn, HaTinh, Quang
Tri and Quang Nam.

Two residents in the
central provinceof Quang
Binh died after being
swept away by strong
water.

MNA/Xinhua



Secretary- 1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein and

wife Daw Khin Khin Win being welcomed

by Chinese Ambassador Mr Guan Mu at

the reception to mark the 57th Anniversary

of the Founding Day of the People's

Republic of China on 29 September 2006.

MNA

(Newson page 1)
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Minister for HomeAffairsreceives FATF

On-site

i TR
Minister for

Visit Mission of J

Home Affairs Maj-Gen Maung Oo receives Mr Katsuyuki

apan

Meguro, Director of Monetary | nvestigation Office of Japan.—mnA

Nay Pyi Taw, 29
Sept — Minister for
Home Affairs Maj-Gen
Maung Oo received a
five-member FATF On-
site Visit Mission led by
Director Mr Katsuyuki
Meguro of Monetary In-
vestigation Office of Ja-

pan at theMinistry, here,
this morning.
Alsopresent at the
call were Deputy Minis-
ter Brig-Gen Phone Swe,
Director-General Brig-
GenKhinYi of Myanmar
Police Force, Director-
General U Myat Ko of

General Administration
Department, Director-
General U Aung Saw Win
of Bureau of Special In-
vestigation, Director-
General U Zaw Win of
Prisons Department and
officias.

MNA

Preparatory tasksfor National Convention at
Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Township inspected

YANGON, 29 Sept
— Chairman of the Na-
tional Convention Con-
vening Management
Committee Auditor-Gen-
eral Maj-GenLunMaung,

Auditor-General Maj-Gen Lun Maung inspects
Ministry of Industry - 1. — MNA

spected preparations for
holdingtheNational Con-
ventionat Nyaunghnapin
CampinHmawby Town-
ship this morning.

First, Maj-Gen

messhall No 1 for serving
meal sto thedel egates, the
sites for opening GEC
shop, Win Thuza Shop of
the Ministry of Industry-
1, Sarpay Beikman book-

Win Thuza Shop of the

accompanied by the sec-
retary of the NCC Man-
agement Committee,
chairmen of subcommit-
tees and officias, in-

Y AnGON, 29 Sept —A total of 51 members of
Einme Township National League for Democracy
resigned from the NLD of their own accord on 4
September.

Among those who resigned from the party
were 14 members of Ayeyawady Division includ-
ing U Toe Aung, U Aye Thein and U Pho Lei of
Kyonsein Village, three membersincluding U San
Htay of Thakwin Village, U HlaWin and U Kyaw
of Kwingale Village, 15 members including U
Than Nyunt, U Tin Aung and U Thaung Shwe of
Wakhayei Village, U Myint Aye and U Kyway of
Shwebo Y egyaw Village, eight membersincluding
U Tu Ni, U Thein Myint and U Thein Shwe of

\Wegyiwa Village, five members including U Tin

[ NLD committing confrontation actsto harm the nation and the peaple )

51 Einme Township NLD membersresign

Thein, U Myo Than and U Win Kyi of Kuntaing
Village, and U Khin Kyaw and U Kyu Khin of
Pyinmangu Village.

They sent the letters of resignation to the
NLD Headquarters and local authorities. In their
letter sent to Einme Township Multiparty Democ-
racy General Election Sub-commission they said
the NLD is committing confrontation acts that will
harm the nation and the people, without carrying
out party politics. Therefore, they weredisappointed
with the acts of the party and no longer wished to
join the party as members. Moreover, they had lost
faithandtrustinNLD and party |eaders. Thatiswhy
they resigned from the party of their own accord.

MNA)
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Lun Maung inspected
preparatory tasks at
Pyidaungsu Hall where
the National Convention
will be convened, and
gave necessary instruc-
tionsto officials.

At Anawrahta
Y eiktha, NCCMC Chair-
man Auditor-General
Maj-Gen LunMaung and
officias viewed prepara-
tions at the Office of Na-
tiona Convention Con-
vening Commission and
meeting halls where del-
egate groups of the Na-
tional Convention will
hold meetings, the mess
hall for staff, fulfillment
of accommodation facili-
tiesandinstallationof tel-
ephones and TV sets at
the recreation hall of NC
delegates, preparationsat
thewomen’ shostels, stor-
age of groceries at the

18/7/29, 11:21 PM

stall, the spectacles shop,
and the post office and
communications centre of
Myanma Posts and Tel-
ecommunications, the
foodstuff products shop
and laundry service of the
Ministry of Livestock and
Fisheries, PadethaRestau-
rantof MyanmaHotelsand
Tourism, the canteen, de-
partmental store, tea shop
and hair dressing shop of
the Ministry of Industry-
1, sports facilities at the
gymnasium, providing of
thebilliard tablesat men’s
hostel sand golf equipment
at the golf training range,
and the hospital for pro-
vidinghealthcareservices

to the NC delegates.
Later,theNCCMC
Chairman gavenecessary
instructions to officials
and attended tothe needs.
MNA
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Difference between authentic dialogue
and fake dialogue |

U PyayKyaw

A sovereign independent nation has to lay
down principles which specific body will have to
exerciseoneof thethreebranchesof power namely,
legislative, executive and judicial powersand how.
And fundamental rights of citizens have to be
prescribed. These principles and provisions are
termed constitution.

In the colonies, colonialist governments
manipulated the sovereign powers of the former,
deprivedfundamental rightsof thesubjects, repressed
the people, prescribed various laws to restrict their
freedom, ruled the col oniesthrough the master-and-
slave policy, and administered justice to mete out
severe and death penalties to the people. That was
why Myanmar people drove out the British
colonialists to regain independence.

When British colonialists had to grant
independence to Myanmar, they demanded that
Myanmar haveaconstitution, and only thenwould
they hand over the sovereignty to the nation. For
that reason, 1947 constitution of the Union of
Myanmar was drawn hastily. It was approved at
the Hiuttaw (legislative body) meeting held on 4
January 1948, on which Myanmar regained
independence. One of the sections of the hastily-
formulated constitution manifested the rights to
secede from the Union. The federal movement led
the Union to near collapse and the nation was on
thevergeof beingamember of theUS-led SEATO
military bloc in 1962, and the Tatmadaw and the
people thus had to prevent the motherland from
falling to alien subjugation again.

In 1974, the Myanma Socialist Programme
Party took suggestionsand opinionsfromthepeople
threetimesand presented the draft to the public two
timesand approved theconstitutionwith thesupport
of 91.19 per cent of thevotersinthereferendum. At
the time, the nation was on the path of transition to
Socialism, sosocialist principleswereinadominant
position. In the 1988 mass protest, the people
expressed their dislikefor 1974 constitution. So, the
constitution was abolished.

TheTatmadaw Government held multi-party
electionsin May 1990. Since before the elections,
the Tatmadaw Government had reminded that
election winnerswould have towriteaconstitution
of the nation that lacked one. It was stated so at the
press conferences and also in its Notification 1/90.
How could the Tatmadaw Government hand over
the power to an individual, agroup of peopleand a
party whilethe nation lacked aconstitution that was
to be systematically drawn, based on sovereignty,
the symbol of independence, that derived from the
people of the Union? It was the same in essence as

demanded by the colonialists when they had to grant
independence to Myanmar.

After restoring peaceand stability,in June 1992,
the government held discussions with NLD
representatives, whose number was twice that of
government representatives, and therepresentativesof
political partiessuchasSNLD and Ta-Sa-Nya(National
Unity Party) and themeeting reached an agreement for
the emergence of a constitution and convening of a
national convention. As agreed, the National
Convention was launched on 9 January 1993.

The NC was held in Kyaikkasan Grounds with
an attendance of 702 delegates — delegate group of
political parties, delegate group of representatives
elect, most of themarefrom NLD nearly 100, del egate
group of nationa races (from various parts of the
Union and various national races), delegate group of
workers (from various industries), delegate group of
peasants (from various regions), delegate group of
intellectualsandintelligentsia(professors, legal experts,
veteran engineers, medical specialists, artistes, artists
and artisans and scholars, delegate group of State
service personnel (from various ministries and
enterprises), and other invited persons(representatives
of national racepeacegroups, literati, historians, former
diplomats and other scholars).

At the plenary sessions, the NC delegates
submitted what they had discussed in del egate groups,
inpartiesor ingroups, including individual proposals.
The panel of chairmen assessed the proposals
thoroughly and submitted themtotheplenary sessions.
Then, the NC Work Committee with the nod of the
majority or through democratic practices laid down
basic principlesand detail ed basic principlesthat were
most suitable for the nation.

There were some arguments and debates in
holding discussions in groups. And there came out
some proposals ( presented by the minority) that were
contrary to those of the majority. However, after due
negotiations, the 15 chaptersto beincludedinthe State
constitution could be approved by consensus. Of the
15 chapters, basic and detailed basic principles on
Chapter (1) the State, Chapter (2) the State Structureor
formation of the Union with seven states and seven
regions, Chapter (3) basic principle for the Head of
State (the president of the Union shall be elected by
presidential electoral college) werelaid down. Chapters
(4), (5) and (6) basic principlesfor formation of bodies
to exercise legislative, executive and judicial powers
were laid down in the Kyaikkasan Grounds.

The National Convention was reconvened at
Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Township in May
2004 with more than 1,000 delegates. The delegate
group of national races was made up of over 600

At theplenary sessions, theNC delegatessubmitted what they
had discussed in delegategroups, in partiesor in groups,including
individual proposals. Thepanel of chair men assessed theproposals
thoroughly and submitted them tothe plenary sessions. Then, the
NC Work Committee with the nod of the majority or through
democraticpracticeslaid down basicprinciplesand detailed basic
principlesthat were most suitable for the nation.

delegatesrepresentingall partsof theUnion (whereas
just over 200 at theNC held at Kyaikkasan Grounds).
So, it wasabout 350 more. It wasthevery convention
representing thewhole Union aswell aspeoplefrom
al walks of life, and there the delegates held
discussionswith Union Spirit for the emergence of a
State constitution essential for the State. There will
benodialoguethat isasgrand asthediscussionsheld
in the NC. Now, respective delegate groups have
submitted proposals for Chapter (7) Citizenship,
Fundamental Rights and Duties of Citizens, and
Chapter (8) the Role of the Tatmadaw to the NC
plenary session. While the NC is not in session, the
panel of chairmen assesses the proposals and the
Work Committee will submit the assessments of the
proposals and adopt detailed basic principles at the
NC scheduled to resume on 10 October 2006. Then,
discussions will be held for new headings.

Withregardtotheconstitutionandfundamental
rights of citizens, every nation (excluding colonies)
hasaconstitution. Someconstitutionsweredrawn by
an individual or a single party. Amendments have
been madeto French stateconstitutionnolessthan 14
times. The Constitution of the US has lasted about
230 years.

Asamatter of fact, theUSistheland of native
Red Indian ethnic groups. In 300 years, Englishmen
from Englandand Wales, ScottishandIrishcolonized
the region. They were followed by French, Dutch,
Belgians, Germans, Italians, Spanish and Russians.
Then, the number of colonies rose to 13. The
government of the British Queen sent governors to
theregionto governtheareas. Intheearly 1770s, the
region rose against the British government and
declareditsdependenceon4July 1776 and established
a country with 13 states. Later, in the war with
Mexico, the US occupied some regions of Mexico
and subjected the regions to it. It also bought some
regions from Russia and France, thusincreasing the
number of its states to 49. In 1958, it arrested the
queen of Hawaii Island located at astrategic position
in the Pacific and added it to the nation as the 50th
state. In 1860, southern states seceded from the US
andinstalled parallel presidents. So, thethen-president
AbrahamLincolnsenttroopsto suppressthestruggles,
thereby causing bloodshed and that grew into the US
civil war. That wasthe incident to avert the possible
disintegration of the nation.

In 1787, the US held anational convention to
draft a state constitution, with the representatives
from 12 out of 13 states. And passionswere running
high with heated debates at the convention and some
representatives left the convention in anger. So,
George Washington who organized the convention
hadtofollow them and persuaded themto continueto
attend it. Some 40-50 representatives attended the
convention. In the discussions about the chapter for
fundamental rights of citizens, the representatives
from southern states persisted in refusing to bestow
therightsof citizenship, therightstovoteandto stand
for elections to native Red Indians and negroes they
usedasslaves. Therefore, thechapter for fundamental
rights of citizens was left undiscussed. Only when
amendmentswere madeto the State constitution, the
chapter for fundamental rightsof citizenswasadded.

(See page 9)
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(from page 8)

In Myanmar, 1947 constitution and 1974
constitution carried morethan 20articleseach on
fundamental rights of citizens. It is encouraging
to learn that the ongoing National Convention
manifests 48 detailed basic principles on
fundamental rights of citizens. So, in Myanmar,
the National Convention is the most important,
most effective and successful dialogue that
represents the whole Union.

After 1988, dialoguesor peacetalkswereheld
between the government and theinsurgent groupsin
thejungle. Inthe past, however, national race armed
groups rose against the government due to the fact
that they were not pleased with their regionslacking
progress. In the colonia era, the colonialists
deliberately made the border as well as far-flung
areas get into trouble without considering to build a
single road in those regions. Those regions were
forced to cultivate poppy and they were exploited
socialy, politically andeconomically. After regaining
independence, Myanmar was not able to take
measures for border region development due to
insurgencies.

The Tatmadaw government which started
assuming Statedutiesdueto 1988 unrest gavepriority
tothedevel opment of border areasspending millions
of kyats and as a result, those areas have seen
significant progress. As the national race armed
groups have returned to the legal fold after realizing
the goodwill of the State and evil consequences of
their armed struggle line, now the whole Union has
cometo enjoy peace and progress. They are playing
their activepartinregional and national devel opment
work as well as narcotic drug elimination tasks.
There have been now 17 major armed groupsand 18
small groups that made peace with the government.
If there areno outside pressure and interferences, the
remaining two or three armed groups would have
made peace with the government.

Efforts of AFPFL, the Revolutionary Council
and BSPP to make peace with such armed groups
through dialogues were in vain. But, the present
government did succeed. It has been documented
that negotiatorsof thegovernment went tothenational
race armed groups for peace negotiations without
carrying any weapons. Being asked why they showed
no fear coming here with no weapon with them, the
negotiators replied that they didn’t need to worry
because they were all national brethren. These are
none other than the dialogues for forging national
reconsolidation. Asaresult, al thenational racesare
now in aposition to live in peace and security. It is
natural that fruitful results of development usually
pour into the regions blessed with peaceful
environment. Theseareindeed theresultsof genuine,
just and successful dialogues.

However, adialoguetheNLD, expatriatesand
neo-colonialists of the West bloc are advocating is
different. The dialogue they want to hold is to be
represented by the NLD, nationalitieswho are NLD
members and the government without the
participation of the general people. The dialogue
must betheoneinwhichal thedemandsof NLD are
to be granted by the government. Otherwise, they
will regard the government to be insincere and
dishonest. It isclear that all their demands are none
other than shouting for thegovernment to step down.
NLD isto seize power. That'sall. In this context, it
is also obvious that whether the NLD actually
representsthe people and servestheir interest or not.

Atthesametime, in order to stiflethe efforts
for development, those inside the country who
\place reliance on the West, expatriates and neo-

colonialists are levelling accusations that Myanmar
is using forced labour and violating human rights.
NLD and exiled groups demanded the West impose
economic sanctions against the nation. In
consequence, the US imposed economic sanction
against Myanmar, and made some other countriesto
do the same. Again, those renegades demanded that
Myanmar products should not be purchased by the
US. Their acts have borne witness to the fact that
insteading of becoming a public-representing party,
NL D hasbecomeaparty that alwaysattemptsto bring
miseries and adversities to the people. And it is
focusingon grabbing power, fulfillingthewishesof
theUSand stirring up local problems.

It is found that not representing the people,
NLD is attempting to harm the interests of the State
and the peoplein league with the West. In Myanmar
as well asin the world history, it is mentioned that
members of parliament are to be elected only for a
four-year tenure. (Thereare hardly any MPswho are
elected for afive or threeyears’ period.) Thereisno
foolish concept in the world in which an MPisvalid
foratermuntil hecancometopower. In 1992 slamic
MPswonalmostall of theseatsin Algeria selections.
They declared that they would establish the Islamic
Republic of Algeria like Iran. But the US did not
acceptit. Consequently, theentireresult of theelection
was cancelled. Democratic rights of al the voters
went to the dust bin. The US did not expressasingle
word to recognize the 1992 elections of Algeria
Since then that country had to suffer civil wars.

It was told in advance that elected candidates
in the 1990 election would have to draw the
constitution. Thefact wasreiterated after theel ection.
If theconstitution wasformulated, it woul d be passed
by the Hluttaw, and afterwards elections were to be
held at the designated time in accord with the new
constitution. The NLD delegates boycotted the
National Conventionunder theWest’ sdirectivesand
Daw Suu Kyi’s irrevocable order. Since then the
NLD has been hatching plots to undermine the
National Convention, relying on foreign powers to
demand a dialogue. It also demanded for the
convening of the Hluttaw.

The 1990 election was held in 485
constituencies. For certain reasons, the NLD won in
392 constituencies. The article will not present in
detail the facts leading to NLD’s victory. Because
those facts will reveal all the NLD’s perpetrations
duringtheelection. Of theel ected NL D representatives,
34 have changed their status to independent
representatives-elect, 39 passed away, 92 resigned
and 144 werefound disqualified for their misconduct.
Hence, there are now only 83 NLD elect
representatives. If elected delegates of other parties
and independent representatives-elect are added, the
number will become 124 or 25.57 per cent of the

elected representativeswhichislessthanthereguired
number to call the Hluttaw.

Indemocracy, peopl€’ sdeputiescan beelected
and there is aso the right of recall. Eligible voters,
whose numbers are much larger than those of the
1990, havealready unseated theNL D representatives
of the 48 constituencies.

Itisclear that theNL D doesnot dareto facethe
election that will be held after the adoption of the new
congtitution. Hence the party is still insisting on the
electionresultsthat were 16 yearsold and havebecome
invalid. AstheNLD hascometoredizethat it cannot
win power through public support, itisrelying on the
West. Diplomatsof the West including thosefromthe
US and Britain have been visiting the NLD HQ, one-
time residence of Daw Suu Kyi. | havereadinanews
articlethat Westerndiplomatsvisited theheadquarters
for 59 timesin asingle month. The article stated that
whenthosediplomatsarrivedat theHQ, theNLD even
adjourned its central executive committee meetingin
progress to hold personal dialogues with them. Sure,
they didnotexchangeusual pleasantriesat themeetings.
Itisfood for thought.

TheMyanmar people have already known the
innate nature of the NLD as the party has been
maintaining contacts with the West and using the
expatriate-dominated VOA, BBC, RFA and DVB as
atool. “The Head of State himself held discussions
four times with Daw Suu Kyi to forge national
solidarity and to enable her to cooperate with the
government. The responsible personnel at the
ministerial level also held similar discussions with
her as many as 20 times. With the same objectives,
chances and opportunities were given to Daw Suu
Kyi time and again. However, Daw Suu Kyi, on her
part, had given priority to the party and personal
interests rather than national interests. As such, no
positiveresultsthat will servethenational and public
interests could be achieved. So, thereisno reason to
hold discussions with NLD again.” | presented this
passage, an excerpt from the declaration on the
stance of the government and the people issued on
18th September 2006, as there are a lot of talks
concerning the dialogue and in responseto the US's
attempts to use UN asatool.

The Revolutionary Council Government
invitedall undergroundinsurgent groupsto participate
in the internal peace talks. But the talks came to an
end without any results because many of the groups
wererelyingonthealiensand every individual group
wasdemanding theimpossible, with the State power
as its only goa. As the NLD is aso under the
influenceof thedark forces— greed, anger, delusion
and excessive pride — there did not come out any
positive results although the government had held
talks with it for about 25 times with much patience.

(Trandation: MS+ST+TMT)

AdialoguetheNL D, expatriatesand neo-colonialistsof theWest bloc
are advocating is different. The dialogue they want to hold is to be
represented by the NLD, nationalities who are NLD members and the
gover nment without theparticipation of thegener al people. Thedialogue
must bethe onein which all thedemandsof NL D areto begranted by the
government. Otherwise, they will regard the gover nment to beinsincere
and dishonest. It is clear that all their demands are none other than
shouting for the government to step down. NLD isto seize power. That’s
all. In this context, it is also obvious that whether the NLD actually

representsthe people and servestheir interest or not.
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The photo shows religi ousfro flourishesin yanmar

and the Government provides necessary assistance to members of

different creeds. — mna

Inter national Religious...

(from page 16)
false information in order
to discredit her in the reli-
gious sector. It is regretta-
ble that the United States
has once again turned a
blind eye to the redlity of
the Union of Myanmar and
wrongly designated
Myanmar as “a Country of
Particular Concern” (CPC)
for severe violations of re-
ligious freedom, which
committed abuse of the
right to freedom of reli-
gion. This clarification
does not in any way repre-
sent the true situation in
the country. The report is

lack of objectivity and is
contradictory to
Myanmar’s efforts in
building her nation and
keeping her citizens of
various rdigious beliefsin
harmony.
Disappointingly,
most of the allegations
contained in the report
came from certain quar-
ters, which has been
widely and conveniently
used against the Govern-
ment of Myanmar to por-
tray her as an unpleasant
country on earth. Their
constant unconstructive
attitude, irresponsible ac-

tions and impractical ex-
pectations are like pushing
Myanmar into becoming a
country in chaos.

It could be a blun-
der if one considers reli-
giousissue as an Achilles
heel of Myanmar and ac-
cused that the Government
imposed restrictions on
certain religious activities
and frequently abuses the
right to freedom of religion
because in Myanmar the
redlity is that the Govern-
ment takes all necessary
steps to encourage and
maintain the inter-religious
harmony and freedom of
worship. In Myanmar,
Christians, Muslims and
Hindus enjoy equal right

UN Under-Secretary-General for Polit
tions Mr Ibrahim A Gambari and memberswitness the religious free-
dom in Myanmar asthey visit religious ceremonies such asthe one
shown in the photo during their Myanmar visit. — MNA

ical Affairs of the United Na-

lem among religions in
Myanmar and al are liv-
ing in peace and harmony
with equal support pro-
vided by the State with no
discrimination.

The report rightly
acknowledged that there
were no report of forced
conversion of non-Bud-
dhist and Myanmar has no
official state religion.
Compared to many parts
of the world, Myanmar is
acountry where inter-reli-
gious harmony has been a
well recognized character-
istic of its society. There
is no discrimination or
persecution for religious
reasons.

The report also ac-
knowledged that the gov-
ernment allowed members
of al religious groups to
establish and maintain
links with coreligionistsin
other countries and to
travel abroad for religious
purposes. Leaders of the
religious organizations of
all four mgjor religionsin
Myanmar were allowed to
attend the meeting of
all religions for world
peace, held in Indonesia
this year.

It is an undeniable
fact that religion is a
highly sensitive and vola
tile issue in current inter-
national affairs. Myanmar

believes that this allega-
tions contained in US State
Department’s Report are
unjustified and they must
be considered as being
politically motivated and
represent an attempt to
exert pressure and interfere
intheinterna affairs of the
country.

The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, therefore,
completely rejects the ill-
founded assessment of
2006 Annua Report on In-
ternational Religious Free-
dom issued by the US
State Department’ s Bureau
of Democracy, Human
Rights and Labour.

MNA
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functions abroad.

In Myanmar, Christians, Muslimsand
Hindus enjoy equal right as majority
Buddhists such as celebrating religious
festivals, publishingreligiousbooksand
calendars. They areallowed to perform
their respectivereligiousdutiesat home
and to attend their respective religious

as majority Buddhists such
as celebrating religious
festivals, publishing reli-
gious books and calendars.
They are alowed to per-
form their respective reli-
gious duties at home and
to attend their respective
religious functions abroad.
There is no serious prob-

Patriarchs, journalists...

(from page 16)
clearer and clearer in the public eyes; and
that those actsarelikeinspiring the patri-
otism and the love for the nation of the
Myanmar people, with fine historical tra-
ditions.

Since its formation, the NLD has
never tried to stand as a dutiful political
party in theinterest of the nation and the
people. Instead, it has been perpetrating
constantly to defy all orders, create con-
frontations, rely on aliens and advocate
the imposition of sanctions on Myanmar
from all angles. Not only at this cer-
emony did the NLD breach prescribed
disciplineand rulesand carried out anar-
chist acts, but also did the same during
every past occasion. Officials concerned
had to deal with much care and restraint.
Atthisyear’ sceremony, theNLD asever
did not observe the discipline and rules.
Instead it ignored the national interest
and yielded to Western powers as its
masters. Journalists of the private media
are saying that all the perpetration bears
witness to the NLD’s inability to trans-
formitself from an organization commit-
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ting misdeeds.

As people are witnessing only the
irresponsibleactsof theNLD, they view it
asapolitica party using democracy tran-
sition asameansto grab power. Thereare
public criticisms on the NLD, saying that
defiance of orders, confrontation and op-
position, al, are against the democracy
transition and aso the acts of an under-
ground group, other than that of alawful
political party; that theNLD’ sreadinessto
aways yield and agree to the US proves
itself as a minion of the neo-colonidists;
and that if the NLD assumes power,
Myanmar will become a slave of the neo-
colonialists.

Moreover, the NLD’ sactsof hold-
ing instigative ceremonies with partici-
pants exceeding the agreed number and
staging strike-likemovementsare against
thepublicopinion. Thepublicisprompted
to stage counter-protests against the NLD
in response to its acts. In addition, the
people have the strong desire to ward off
and crush the perpetration of the NLD
tryingtounderminetheNational Conven-
tion and the seven-step Road Map and to
dragthenationtobecomeaneo-colonialist
slave. — H

( )
Shan State Nationalities Peoples Liberation

Organization condemns US interferencein

Myanmar’sinternal affairs

Nay Pvi Taw, 29 Sept — Shan State Nationalities Peoples Liberation
Organization issued a declaration officially expressing its stance on the decision to
put Myanmar on the agenda of the UN Security Council.

The following is the translation of the declaration:

The declaration of Shan State Nationalities Peoples Liberation Organization

25 September 2006
1. Shan State Nationalities Peoples Liberation Organization is joining hands
with the Government in building a discipline-flourishing, modern and developed
democratic nation that the people desire. Our organization together with the
Government is safeguarding Our Three Main National Causes of the State — non-
disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of national solidarity and perpetua-
tion of sovereignty.
2. Furthermore, our organization supports the ongoing National Convention to
achieve success in realizing the seven-step Road Map of the Government.
3. Wehavelearnt that dueto the submission of the permanent USrepresentative
tothe UN that Myanmar posed athreat to regional stability, adecision was madeon
15 September 2006 to put Myanmar on the agendaof the UN Security Council. The
decision undermines welfare and development works of the country being under-
taken collectively by the Government and our organization and disturbs stability of
thenation, prevalenceof law and order, national unity, sector-wise development and
democratization process.
4, Itisobviousthat thedecisionturned ablind eyetofruitful resultsof prevailing
peace and stability and developments that the people and our organization enjoy.
5. Shan State Nationalities Peoples Liberation Organization, does not accept
and therefore condemnsthe USinterferencein the nation’ sinternal affairs, usingthe
UN asatool.
Signed
U Khun Chit Maung
Chairman
Shan State Nationalities Peoples Liberation Organization
(Ya-La-La-Pha-SNPLO)
- J

18/7/29, 11:21 PM
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SKorean FM calm over hisadvantagein UN chief election

Seout, 29 Sept — South Korean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon was calm on Friday over his
advantagein thelatest straw poll for the next Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN).

“Itisdtill too early to
draw a conclusion,” Ban
told reporters here upon
his arrival at the Incheon
International Airport.

Ban was back from
New Y ork after attending
theUN General Assembly
meeting there.

“1 will wait with a
humble heart for the
resultsof thefourth straw

poll and the official
election,” said Ban, who
received the outcome of
the third straw poll at the
arport.

Ban got 13
“encouragement” votes,
one of “discouragement”
and one of no opinion at
Friday’s informal poll
(Seoul time) of the 15-
member UN Security

Council (UNSC), which
wasthethirdtimefor Ban
tokeep advantageinpolls
for the UN chief, South
Korea's Yonhap news
agency said.

According to
Yonhap, Shashi Tharoor,
the Indian UN
Undersecretary-General
for public information,
was in the second place

APEC Ministerial Meeting on enterprise

opensin Vietnam

Hanor, Sept 29 — The 13th APEC Ministerial Meeting on Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises (SME) kicked off here Thursday, centering on
measuresto foster the firmsin the Asia-Pacific Region.

Thetwo-day meeting,
with participation of
ministers in charge of
SMEs of members of the
Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC), has
thetheme* Strengthening
SME Competitivenessfor
Trade and Investment”
which covers such fields
as business-enabling
environment for SME,
SME capacity buildingfor
trade and investment, and
facilitation of linkagesfor
SME.

During a retreat on

Thursday morning and
plenary sessions on
Thursday afternoon and
Friday morning, delegates
totheministerial meeting
are expected to discuss
existing and proposed
initiatives on the fields,
and eventually adopt the
“Hanoi Declaration on
SME Competitivenessfor
Trade and Investment”.
Sinceitsinceptionin
1989, the 21-member
APEC, which gathers
some of the world’'s
largest economies,

including China, the
United States, Russia,
Japan, and Singapore, has
worked to reduce tariffs
and other trade barriers
across the Asia-Pacific
Region, create efficient
domestic economies and
dramatically increase
exports.

with eight encouragement
votes in the third straw
poll.

However, it is not
clear whether Ban gained
thecrucial approval of al
five veto-wielding per-
manent members of the
UNSC, as they used the
same coloured ballot
papers as the 10 non-
standing members.

The five permanent
members of the UNSC
will cast ballots on blue
papers while the non-
standing members will
use white ones in the
fourth straw poll for the
UN chief set for 2
October.

Under UN
regulation, the candidate
for the UN chief must get
unanimousapproval from
the five permanent
members of the UNSC,
namely China, theUnited
States, France, Russiaand
Britain.

Guo Ruimin, aretired
gardener of 67 years
old, makes imitative

Hami melonsin Hami,

northwest China’s
Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region,
on 28 Sept, 2006.

Dutch burglar betrayed by

urgeto play piano
AwmsTERDAM, 29 Sept — A burglar who broke
into ahousein the Dutch town of Tiel on Wednesday
night could not resist playing the piano hefound there
after ransacking the living room, police said on

Thursday.

Unfortunately for the 20-year-old thief, his
music woke the owner of the house, who called the

police.

“The owner didn’t register whether the playing
was any good or not. He was more worried about the
state of his house,” a police spokesman said.

MNA/Reuters

Oy
A

9,99 ".;“it OO
) !‘;‘iﬁ%\%z\‘%’-
Girls dry earthen lamps at a workshop in the northern I ndian city of
Chandigarh on 28 Sept, 2006. Earthen lamps are sold in large numbers
during Diwali, the annual Hindu festival of lights, when people buy them to
decorate their homes. — INTERNET

Strong
guakejolts
near Samoa,
no tsunami

alert

SYDNEY, 29 Sept —
A strong earthquakewith
amagnitude of up to 6.9
hit near the South Pacific
nation of Samoa on
Thursday but there was
no tsunami alert.

The  Pacific
Tsunami Warning Centre
put the quake’s ma-
gnitudeat 6.9 but saidin
a statement no Pacific-
wide tsunami threat
existed. The US
Geological Survey put
thequake' smagnitudeat
6.7 and said it was about
290 kilometres (180
miles) southwest of Pago
Pago in American
Samoa. — MNA/Reuters
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octors carryfng out the world'sfirst ever

operation on a human in zero gravity, using a specially adapted aircraft to
simulate conditionsin space. — INTERNET
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French surgeons perform
zero-gravity operation on plane

MEeRrIGNAC (France), 29 Sept — French surgeons performed thefirst zero-

DominiqueMartin, head of Bordeatix
university hospita’s plastic surgery unit,
removed afatty cyst from the forearm of
volunteer patient Philippe Sanchot.

“It happened in accordance with our
expectations. Today we performed a
feaghility test. We weren't seeking to
achieveatechnicd exploit,” Martintold a
news conference a an arport near the
southwestern city of Bordeaux.

Theoperationlastedaround 11 minutes
and wasperformed in 32 sequences, during

harnesses.

18/7/29, 11:21 PM

gravity operation on Wednesday aboar d aplanefree-fallingto createweightless
conditionsinwhat they hopecanbeatrial runfor surgery onastronautsin space.
whichan Airbus300 Zero G aircraft flew in
arcs putting it into free fal and creating
weightless conditions for 22 seconds esch
time. In a specidly-developed operating
theatre, measuringtwometresby twometres,
surgicd instruments were held in place by
powerful magnets and the surgeons by

“If wehad had two hoursof continuous
weightlessness, we could have operated on
an gppendicitis” Martin sad.

MNA/Reuters
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ADVERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV VASCO DAGAMA VOY NO (013)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV VASCO
DAGAMA VOY NO (013) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 1.10.2006 and cargo
will be discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T
whereit will lie at the consignee’ srisk and expenses
and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port
of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SINTERASIA LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797
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USArmy showssignsof strain in

WASHINGTON, 28 Sept—
The US Army is showing
growing signs of strain as
it tries to sustain troop
levels in lrag and

< Q |
39?0’3(3[%) mg@@:ﬁ?:??ép:(\)@i\ 3@303@\@@0039 Unlt rwjl n%’ a;::upment
adorifr shortfalls and money
( 1| worries.

L egally Adopted
I, LuAye and my wife, KhineYin Myint
adopted Ei Thinn Thinn Kyaw, 12/Ba Ha|
Na(N) 098004, who livesin No. 39, Po Sein
Road, Bo Cho(2) Quarter, Bahan Township,
Yangon, Myanmar on 22 September 2006.

LuAye, KhineYin Myint

\ J

The Army, largest of
the military services, has
provided most of the
ground forces in the 3-1/
2-year-oldIragqwar and5-
year-long Afghanistan
war. About 102,000 of the
142,000 UStroopsinirag
areArmy soldiers, aswell
as16,0000f 21,000troops

Cuba condemns USfor denying
visato Health Minister

Havana, 28 Sept— | avisafortheCubanHealth

Cuba stopdiplomatinthe
United Stateson Tuesday,
publicly condemned the
United Statesfor refusing
tograntavisatotheCuban
Health Minister Jose
RamonBa aguer, toattend
a Pan-American Health
Organization (PAHO)
conference.

Dagoberto Rodriguez,
head of the Cubaninterests
office in Washington, told
the Cuban Government
newspaper Granmathat the
United States was making
amockery of itsroleashost
of the multinational
organization.

It is the second
consecutive year that the
United Stateshasrejected

30-9-06NL_01

Minister to attend the
conference, which runs
from Monday to Friday of
this week.

Rodriguez said it is
absolutelywrongif theUS
Governmentthinksthatits
actions would silence
Cuba and block the
country'seffortstoextend
its international medical
assistance.

Rodriguez called on
PAHO to make a public
statement criticizing the
United States during the
meeting.

Cuba currently has
more than 30,000 health
workers, helping in 68
nations, and it is also
training 20,000 health

12

professionals from 26
nations, the newspaper
said. — MNA/Xinhua

Irag, Afghan wars

for future rotations.
Army leaders are

expressing concern over

getting sufficientresources

in Afghanistan.

Many soldiers are
facing second and third
deployments. USmilitary
leaders had expected
lower US troop levelsin
Irag by now, but have
been scrambling to
sustain higher totals
because of sectarian
violence that has raised
fears of a civil war. No
significant cuts are
expected until at least the
middle of next year.

Inthepast two months,
thePentagonhasextended
two brigades of nearly
4,000 soldiers each
beyond their scheduled
departuredate from Irag -
- which can undermine
moraleand upset families
at home.

Army officials also
said they might need to
turn more to part-time
National Guard soldiers

to sustain overseas
deployments and replace
and fix tanks, armoured
vehicles and other
equipment battered in
Irag.

The Army haswarned
of declining combat
readiness of units as
soldiers face less time at
home bases for rest,
training and reequipping
after a yearlong combat
tour. Infact, abrigadedue
to deploy in January will
havespent barely ayear at
its home base between
toursin Irag.

“Thereal questionis:
CantheArmy doitsjob?’
asked Lawrence Korb,
assistant secretary of
defence for manpower
issues under former

president Ronald
Reagan. “The Army is
not going to be what it
should be.

There are going to be
more deaths and longer
wars because you're not
at your peak readiness.”

In a highly unusual
move, General Peter
Schoomaker, Army Chief
of Staff, last month did
not give Pentagon leaders
a mandatory fiscal 2008
budget plan after telling
them the Army needed
billionsof dollarsmoreto
sustain operationsin Irag
and perform missions
elsewhere.

Schoomaker wants
about 140 billion US
dollars in 2008, roughly
25hillionUSdollarsmore
than the outline initialy
set by thePentagonfor the
Army.

MNA/Reuters

Most peopletolivein
cities by 2008

Unitep NaTions, 28 Sept—The number of people
living in cities will surpass those living in rural areas
for the first time around mid-2008, a year later than
previously forecast, aUN official said on Wednesday.

“A quick back-of-the envelope calculation yields
August 16, 2008, astheday therewill beasmany urban
dwellers as rural dwellers,” said Thomas Buettner,
head of the estimates and projection section at the UN
Population Division. The urban and rural populations
would then each total 3,349,383,005 people, he told
Reuters, adding that there were wide uncertainties
about the data.

Urban popul ationshavebeen growing morequickly
thanrural areasfor decades, particularly in developing
countries, due to the greater availability of jobs and
freer lifestyles— MNA/Reuters

Argentinato vote for
Venezuela at UNSC

Buenos Aires, 28 Sept—Argentina’s Foreign
Minister Jorge Taiana stressed on Tuesday that his
nation would vote for Venezuelaas anon-permanent
member of the UN Security Council.

“There is no doubt that Argentina's Security
Council votewill befor Venezuela,” hetoldreporters.

“Argentina has not experienced any pressure, nor
would it alow itself to be pressured,” he added.
AccordingtoinformationfromtheUnited Nations,
if Venezuelacannot get 128 votes, and US-supported
Guatemala also fails to do so, there would be a
proposal for both nationsto rescind their candidacies,
and let Latin American countries choose a third
candidate instead.
MNA/Xinhua

18/7/29, 11:21 PM



Warsaw, 28 Sept—
Visiting State Councillor
of China Chen Zhili met
with Poland’s Deputy
Prime Minister Roman
Giertych on Wednesday,
and reached a broad
consensus on furthering
and strengthening Sino-
Polish cooperation.

Chen said the bilateral
relations have sustained
a stable development,
thanks to the mutual
respect that existsbetween
the two countries.

The exchanges and
cooperation in the fields
of education, science,
culture and sports have

progressed smoothly and

China, Poland boost cooperation in
science, education, culture, sports

the Chinese are satisfied
with it, she said, adding
that China is ready to
promote further bilateral
cooperationintheseareas.

Giertych, who is aso
EducationMinister, agreed
with Chen, saying that
Poland attaches great
importance to com-
prehensive cooperation
with China in science,
education, culture and
sports.  Poland will not
only cooperate with its
neighbours, but also
actively develop friendly
cooperation with Asian
countries, particularly
withChina, saidGiertych.

The Polish official

-

A clown bdk%\hith a kangaroo during an animals “ Olympics’ performance
in the Shanghai Wild Animal Park on 28 Sept, 2006. —INTERNET
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stressed that with no con-
flict of interests between
Poland and Ching, the two
countries have good
prospects in developing
bilatera relations.
Onthesameday, Chen
also attended signing
ceremonies of a letter of
intent to carry out
educational cooperation
for the period 2007-2009,
and a memorandum on
cultural cooperationfor the
period 2007-2012.
MNA/Xinhua

A foreign expert looks at China’sthermonuclear fusion reactor. Chinese ‘

scientists on 28 Sept , 2006 successfully conducted their first test of an
experimental thermonuclear fusion reactor, which replicates the energy
generating process of the sun.—XinHUA

Test of China’s“artificial sun” succeeds

Herel, 29 Sept —
Chinese scientists on

Thursday successfully
conducted their first test
of an experimental
thermonuclear fusion
reactor, which replicates
the energy generating
process of the sun.

The Experimental
Advanced Super-
conducting Tokamak
(EAST) fusion reactor,
nicknamed “artificial
sun”, was tested at the
Institute of Plasma

Physics under the
Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS)

in Hefel, capital city of
east China’'s Anhui
Province.

During the experi-
ment, deuterium and
tritium atoms were forced
together at a temperature
of 100 million Celsius.

“At that
temperature, the super
heated plasma, which is

neither agas, aliquid nor
a solid, should begin to
give off its own energy,”
scientists explained.

The first tests lasted
nearly three seconds, and
generated an electrical
current of 200 kiloam-
peres, Wan Yuanxi,
general manager of
EAST, told Xinhua.

The experiments
were continuing, he said.

MNA/Xinhua

Brazil to host China Education Exhibition

Rio pE JANEIRO, 28
Sept— The next China
Education Exhibition
which is scheduled for
20-21 October, in Sao
Paulo, Brazil, will be the
first time the event has
been staged in a South
American country.

It is expected to draw
82 academic represen-
tatives from 32 Chinese
universities, said President
of Brazil-China Chamber
of Economic Develop-
ment Paul Liu.

He said the Chinese
Government wished to
stimulate the enrollment
of Brazilian students in
university courses in
Chinadespitethefact that
they didnot speak China's

30-9-06NL_01

first language, Mandarin.

With the fast growth
of the Chinese economy,
it is a good moment for
young Brazilian students
to seek an opportunity in
China, bethey Portuguese
or Mandarin speakers, he
said.

Acknowledging that
foreign students who
pursueeducationinChina

US durable goods ordersdrop 0.5% in August

WASHINGTON, 28 Sept— US durable
goods orders fell by 0.5 per cent in
Augustto209.7billiondollars, following
abigger drop of 2.7 per cent in July, the
Commerce Department reported on

Wednesday.

The report showed that orders for
aircraft declined by 21.9 per cent in
August, whileordersfor military aircraft

rose by 9.8 per cent.

Excluding the volatile transportation
sector, orders were down 2 per cent, the
biggest setback in this category in 13
months. The 1-billion-dollar drop from
July, much worse than the expected 0.4
per centincrease, provided evidencethat
theUSeconomy wassl owing becauseof
rising interest rates and the decline of
home sales, according to analysts.

MNA/Xinhua

usually prefer universities
in Beijing and Shanghali,
Liu recommended some
other universities, es-
pecialy in northeastern
China— MNA/Xinhua

US soldiersheld at Philippinesfor not
producing travel clearance

MANILA, 28 Sept—Some 114 US soldiers were
briefly held at theinternational airport of Zamboanga,
southern Philippines, Tuesday afternoon for failing to
produce travel clearances from the Bureau of
Immigration, local newspaper PhilippineDaily Inquirer

said Wednesday.

ImmigrationofficialssaidtheUSservicemenarrived
in Zamboanga from the US-Pacific territory of Guam
aboard a Boeing 757, which was chartered from the
North American Airlines— MNA/Xinhua
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by strong winds of typhoon Xangsanein Manila on 28 Sept, 2006.—INTERNET
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Paler mo outclass West Ham
toprogressin UEFA Cup

RomE, 29 Sept — Palermo reached the group stage
of the UEFA Cup on Thursday when they outclassed
West Ham United 3-0 to complete a 4-0 win on
aggregate.

Two goals by midfielder Fabio Simplicio and one
by striker David Di Michele gave the home side a
comfortable win, though an entertaining contest was
overshadowed by the arrest of 20 West Ham fansin
clashes with rival supporters and police earlier in the
day.

The Premier League side started aggressively at
Palermo'sRenzoBarberaStadium, withstrikersMarlon
Harewood and Carlton Coleforcing reflex savesfrom
keeper Alberto Fontana.

But inthe 35th minute adefl ected shot from outside
theareaby Simpliciocreptinat theposttoput thehome
side ahead. — MNA/Reuters

FIFA tellsBrazil to get
building for 2014 World Cup

BrasiLia (Brazil), 29 Sept — Brazil must start
building new stadiums now if it wantsto ensure it
will be chosen to host the 2014 World Cup, FIFA
head Sepp Blatter said on Thursday.

"The ball is Brazil's
court and we can say that
the demands are very
great," Blatter said after
meeting Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silvain Brasilia.

Brazil, fivetimeswin-
ner of the World Cup, is
keentohostthe2014tour-
nament and is the front-
runner todosoafter FIFA
established its policy of
continental rotation that
pavedtheway for aSouth
American country to
stage the event in eight

Marseille, Schalke suffer UEFA Cup exits

Lonpon, 29 Sept — Former European champions Olympique Mar seille
suffered ahumiliating 4-3 UEFA Cup exit to Mlada Boleslav on Thursday to

years.

However, many of
Brazil's stadiums are in-
adequate or even danger-
ous and other infrastruc-
turesuchastransportlinks
isalso lacking.

Lula, who is tipped to
winreelectioninapoll on
Sunday, told Blatter his
government would fully
back the bid.

"Thisisimportant be-
cause we need govern-
ment guarantees,” Blatter
said. "If Brazil needs new
infrastructure, it should
begin today."

A high standard of or-
ganization had been set by
Germany with this sum-
mer's World Cup, he

Inter Milan'slvan Ramiro Cordoba (L) fightsfor theball

.‘I ’

with Bayern Munich's Claudio Pizarro during their
Champions League Group B soccer match in Milan on
27 Sept, 2006. Bayern Munich won 2-0.—XINHUA

M cClaren’s agent
tones down claims

Lonpon, 29 Sept —
England manager Steve
McClaren's agent Colin
Gordon, who said earlier
in the week the majority
of soccer agents were
corrupt, toned down his
remarks on Friday.
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miss out on the group stage.

The Czech league leaders, 1-0 down
from the first leg in France, appeared
down and out when Marseille went 2-1
up onthenight but Mladastormed back.

They scored three second-half goals
and secured a4-3 aggregate victory and
their passagewithastoppagetimeheader
from substitute Tomas Sedlacek.

Schalke 04, who lifted the trophy in
1997, also bowed out asFrenchsideAS
Nancy overturned a 1-0 first-leg defeat
towin 3-1 a home.

Marseille, twice beaten UEFA Cup
finalists, seemed in control of their tie
thanks to goals from Toifilou Maoulida
and Taye Taiwo either side of aLubos
Pecka strike.

It left Mlada, who lost in the third
qualifying round of the Champions
Leagueto Galatasaray, needing to score
three times.

Detroit Tigers manager Jim Leyland

eyestheball before hitting it to players

during batting practice before their

American League Baseball game

against the Toronto Blue Jays in

Detroit, Michigan on 28 Sept, 2006.
INTERNET
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Substitute Radim Holub gave Mlada
hope four minutesafter coming on early
in the second half and his second eight
minutesfromtimeset upafranticfinale,
capped by Sedlackek's winner.

"It was acollective failure. It should

have been a simple match," Marseille |
chairman Papa Diouf told the club's ||

website.

"Wetook thelead early, we evenled
for asecond time in the match.

"Thisis aday which will serve asa
lesson for everybody. The players have
totell themselvesyoudonot winamatch
without showing some humility."

Two goals in a seven-minute spell
midway through thefirst half from Bra-
zilian defender Andre Luiz and Uru-
guayanstriker Gaston Curbel o set French
Cup holders Nancy on their way to vic-
tory over Schalke, who have made a
flying start to the Bundesliga season.

Issiar Diamadeit 3-ObeforeMarcelo
Bordon got one back but Schalke'swoes
were compounded by striker Gerald
Asamoah breaking his left leg.

Despite Marseille's exit it was an
otherwise good night for French sides
with Racing Lens and Auxerre going
through.

TwicewinnersParmaqualified when
a goal by 18-year-old striker Daniele
Paponi gave them a 1-0 win over Rus-
sian side Rubin Kazan to go through 2-
0 on aggregate.

Hapoel Tel Aviv marked the return
of international competitioninlsragl with
a 3-1 win (4-1 aggregate) over
ChornomoretsOdessain front of 15,000
fans at the Bloomfield Stadium.

UEFA imposed aban last month due
tothewar inLebanon between | srael and
Hizbollah guerillas. It forced all Isragli
home fixtures under UEFA's jurisdic-
tion to be played at other venues in
European countries. — MNA/Reuters

added. "I regret what | saidto

MNA/Reuters

P

Seven-timeworldsurfingchampion Kelly Slater of the
USlaunchesan aerial off thelip of awaveduring the
Quiksilver ProFrance, whichispartof theASPMen's
World Champion Tour of Surfing, at Hossegor in the
southwest coast of Franceon 28 Sept, 2006.—| NTERNET

adegree but | absolutely

believe we've got a prob-
lem and | want to do my
bit to solveit," hetold the
Sun newspaper."

"Alot of my colleagues
conduct  themselves
honorably but we'relook-
ing at the small minority.

"We're talking about a
lot of money going miss-
ing. Millions. | don't have
any evidence but | have a
lot of experience and peo-
pleknow what'sgoingon.”

The BBC television
programme Panorama
made accusations last
week of corruption and
rule-breaking by manag-
ersand agents. All theac-
cused have denied any
wrongdoing, with several
raising the prospect of le-
gal actionagainsttheBBC.

However, the pro-
gramme has prompted the
FA to launch a series of
inquiries—MNA/Reuters

Top seed Ljubicic makes quartersin Thailand open

Bangkok, 29 Sept — Top seed lvan
Ljubicicof Croatiascoredahard-fought
win of 7-6 (8-6) and 7-5 over German
newcomer Benjamin Becker to reach
the quarterfinals of the Thailand Open
here on Thursday. Ljubicic made 16
acesandbrokeclear at 5-5inthesecond
set as Becker struggled to return serve
on his backhand.

Croatia'slvan Ljubicicreturnsashot
to Germany's Benjamin Becker dur-
ing their second round match at the
Thailand Open tennis tournament in
Bangkok on 28 Sept, 2006. —I NTERNET

"It took a while, but | redlized it
would be difficult," Ljubicic said, "He
showed everyone how well hecan play,
but alack of concentrationinthe second
to last game cost him the match.”

Third seed JamesBlakeof theUnited
Statesearlier breezed throughto thelast
eightwitha6-3and 6-2winover Mona
co'sBenjamin Balleret within one hour.

Blake will next play Finn Jarkko
Nieminen, who beat Canada's Frank
Dancevic 2-6, 7-6 and 6-4.

Former world number one Marat
Safin, who has not won a tournament
since2005, al so battled hisway intothe
next round, beating Frenchman Julien
Benneteau 7-6, 6-7 and 6-2.

Thailand's Paradorn Srichaphan
moved a step closer to his dream of
winning an ATPtour title on home soil
with a 6-4, 5-7 and 6-2 victory over
Russian Mikhail Ledovskikh.

MNA/Xinhua
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Gunman kills Colorado schoolgirl, commits suicide

DENVER, 29 Sept — An armed man took two girlshostage at a Colorado high school on Wednesday,
fatally shooting one of the studentsand then killed himself when police stor med the classroom where he
was barricaded, authorities said.

Thewounded girl was
rushed by helicopter to St.
Anthony Central Hospital
in Denver but died there,
hospital spokeswoman
Bev Lilly said. Her class-
mate and fellow hostage
was gpparently not hurt in
the incident, which drew
comparlsons to the 1999

Columbine massacre that
took place 30 miles (48
kilometres) away in
Littleton, Colorado.
Police raided the
classroom building after
the gunman, who initially
held six people, broke off
negotiations. Theincident
began shortly before noon

whentheman, whoseiden-
tity was not immediately
known by police, walked
into Platte Canyon High
School inthe small moun-
tain town of Bailey and
opened fire.

"We tried talking to
this individual and had
some success,” Park

County Sheriff Fred
Wegenertoldreporters."He
started to rel ease hostages,
but eventually hegaveusa
deadline of 4 o'clock (to
back off) and ceased talk-
ingtonegotiators, at which
time we decided atactical
solutionneededtobedone.
"Entry was made, the
suspect shot oneof thehos-
tages and then shot him-
self,” an emotional
Wegener said. " That'swhat
it looks like, athough the
investigation is still ongo-
ing." — MNA/Reuters

Saturday, 30 September
Tunein today
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Weathter Mup of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

| WEATHER )

Friday, 29 September, 2006

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been scattered in Shan, Rakhine, Kayin and Mon
States, fairly widespread in lower Sagamg and Mandalay
Divisions and widespread in the remaining areas with lo-
cally heavyfalls in lower Sagaing and Mandalay Divi-
sions. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded were
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I nternational Religious Freedom Report-2006 islack of objectivity \
and is contradictory to Myanmar's effortsin building her nation
and keeping her citizens of variousreligious beliefsin harmony

Allegations contained in US State Department’s report are
unjustified and they must be considered as being politi-
cally motivated and represent an attempt to exert pressure
and interfere in internal affairs of Myanmar

Government takes all necessary steps to encourage and maintain the inter-religious harmony and from of worship. Myanmar

r -

isa country

where inter-religious harmony has been a well recognized characteristic of its society. Photo shows some religious buildings

in downtown Yangon.—mNA

NAay Pyi1 Taw, 29 Sept— TheMinistry of Foreign Affair sof the Union of Myanmar today i ssued a pressrel easetotally rgjecting thelnternational ReligiousFreedom
Report-2006 released by the US State Department on 15-9-2006. The following is the full text of the pressrelease:

The International Religious Freedom Report-
2006 released by the US State Department’ s Bureau

of Democracy, Human Rightsand Labour came out on
15 September 2006 with allegations against the Gov-

ernment of the Union of Myanmar to disseminate
(See page 10)

Patriarchs, journalists, people criticizing NL D as an organization
dragging Myanmar into neo-colonialist subjugation

Y aNGoN, 29 Sept — The 18th founding anni-
versary of the National League for Democracy was
held at NLD headquarters on West Shwegondine
Road, Bahan Township here from 1to 4 pmon 27
September.

Old politicians or the so-called fellow politi-
cians group, old students whom they called them-
selves the “88" generation, persons from dissolved
political parties and diplomats from US and British
embassies attended the ceremony. Before the cer-
emony, about 100 NLD members holding placards
shouted slogans outside the HQ.

The US State Department on 26 September
issued an announcement hailing the anniversary day
in support of the NLD. The announcement said that
the NLD founding day coincided with the decision to
put Myanmar on the agenda of the UN Security
Council; that the US government would continue to
work in the UNSC to make a decision concerning
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Myanmar affairs. Theannouncement openly interferes
in the Myanmar’ sinternd affairs.

The authorities agreed the number of attendants
no morethan 50 inside the hall when asubmission was
presented to obtain permission for the NLD founding
anniversary day. But about 500 NLD members at-
tended, and there was a crowd of people holding plac-
ards and shouting slogans. Although they werein open
violation of the rules that were agreed in advance, the
authorities showed much magnanimity and restraint in
dealing withthematter. Therewereeyewitnessestothe
holding of the meetings between the NLD central
executive committee and organizers of the states and
divisions on 28 and 29 September.

TheNL D hasbeen constantly demandingtheUS
tointerferein Myanmar’ saffairsand to apply pressure
on the country. The NLD in collusion with expatriate
groupsabroad sent fal seinformation and slanderstothe
USat atimewhen thelatter wasmaking attemptsto put

Myanmar on the UNSC agenda. The NLD welcomed
withgreat pleasurethedecisionto put Myanmar onthe
UNSC agenda under US pressures. The chairman of
theceremony in hisaddressthanked USambassador to
the UN John Bolton for his efforts to materialize the
matter wishing him every successin his future tasks.
TheNLD hasbeenrelying on foreign countriesto that
degree while betraying the national cause without
considering the nation’s future.

As an accomplice, the NLD is welcoming the
US government that is using the UN as a tool to
interfere in Myanmar’s affairs. As the people have
been hearing the news about the perpetration, anti-
Americanism and hatred for the US and resentment
against the NLD and its associates are rising among
them.

Patriarchs are assessing that the aien-reliant
negative acts of the NLD and cohorts are becoming

(See page 10)
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