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Y anGoN, 9 Aug— Thevisiting Thai goodwill
delegation led by Supreme Commander General
Ruengroj Mahasaranond of Royal Thai Armed Forces
and wife left here by air at 9.15 am today.

The Supreme Commander of Roya Thai
Armed Forces and wife and party were seen off at
Y angon International Airport by Chairman of Y angon
Division Peaceand Devel opment Council Commander
of Yangon Command Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win and
wife Daw Mar Mar Wai, Mg-Gen Than Htay of the
Mi- nistry of Defence, Commander of Ayeyawady
Naval Region Command Captain AyePe, Commander
of Mingaladon Air Base Brig-Gen Zin Y aw, senior
military officers and their wives, Thai Ambassador
Mr Suphot Dhirakaosal andwife, Thal Military Attaché
Colonel Prissapa Suvanatat and wife.

Beforetheir departure, Commander Brig-Gen
HlaHtay Win presented aVVCD on the goodwill visit | e
to the Supreme Commander of Roya Thai Armed | =
Forces at the lounge of the airport. — MNA Lo

Thai Supreme Commander General Ruengroj » 5 o g
Mahasaranond (L) being seen at Yangon ' o . o U
Yangon Command Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win (R) bids farewell to Thai Supreme

I nternational Airport together with Yangon . . .
Command Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win Commander General Ruengroj Mahasaranond (L) at Yangon | nternational Airport
MNA

(R) beforeleaving Yangon. — MNA P,
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The State
Peace and Develop-
ment Council has
been constructing
roads, railroads,
and river and creek-
crossing bridges
across the nation
especially in hilly re-
gions that were dif-
ficult of access per-
viously with the aim
of narrowing the de-
velopment gap be-
tween rural areas
and urban areas and
forging therelations
and contacts among
national races.
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Raise the momentum of
industrial development

The government has been building
infrastructures for water supply for
agriculture, transport and greening of
Pakokku region on the west bank of the
Ayeyawady and therefore it is developing
remarkably.

Assevenriver water pumpingstations
have been built in Pakokku Township, paddy
can now begrown on 7,200 acr esof farmland.
Another six river water pumping stationsare
also under construction. So, on their
completion, more paddy, cotton, groundnut,
sesameand beansand pulseswill beabletobe
cultivated on over 70,000 acres.

Magway Division produces most of
thecountry’ scotton, edibleoil cropsand beans
and pulses. Therefore, industries based on
agricultural produce and industriesthat can
contributetotheagriculture sector arebeing
established and at the same time efforts are
being madefor the development of the State-
owned industrial sector.

Myanma Textilelndustriesunder the
Ministry of Industry-1 opened the Gar ment
Factory (Pakokku) in Pakokku Township in
Magway Division on 28 July. Thefactory has
mor ethan 700 sewingmachinesandiscapable
of producing 1.2 million units of dresses per
year. Similarly, Pakokku Textile Plant was
opened in October, 2005, to meet thedomestic
need for variouskinds of textile.

The modern textile plant and the
garment factory in Pakkoku District have
created job opportunities for the people in
Pakokku, Seikpyu, Pauk,Myaingand Y ezagyo
Townships. Moreover, the number of skilled
workers who can handle modern machines
has also increased.

Nowadays, for thedevelopment of the
industrial sector, industrial zones are being
established and new factoriesand plantsbuilt.
The increase in the number of textile and
garment factories will surely contribute to
regional development and meet the needs of
the people.

PERSPECTIVES
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Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holdlng negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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SWRR Minister receives UNI CEF

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Aug
— Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen
Maung Maung Swe
received UNICEF
Resident Representative
Mr Ramesh Shrestha,
together with Deputy
Representative Ms Elke
Wisch and Chief of Child
Protection Section Ms
Anne, Claire Dufay
Demoulin, attheministry,
here, at 10 am today.

Alsopresentatthecall
were Deputy Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Brig-Gen
Kyaw Myint, Deputy
Minister for Immigration

Ly b

Resi dent Repr&eentatlve

Minister for SWRR Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe receives
Resident Representative of UNICEF Mr Ramesh Shrestha and party.

and Population Mgj-Gen
Aung Kyi, Director-
General of the Social

MNA

WelfareDepartmentU Sit | and

Myaing, Director-Genera
U Than Oo of the Relief

Resettlement
Department and officials.
MNA

Myanmar delegation Ieav&sfor Paklstan

NAY Pyi Taw, 9Aug— A Myanmar delegation
led by Deputy Chief Justice U Thein Soe |eft here by
air for Islamic Republic of Pakistan this afternoon to
attend the Golden Jubilee of the Supreme Court of the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the International
Judicial Conferencetobeheldfrom 11to14 Augustin
Islamabad, |slamic Republic of Pakistan.

The delegation was seen off at Nay Pyi Taw
Airport by Chief Justice U Aung Toe and officials of
the Supreme Court. Director-General U Soe Nyunt of
the Supreme Court also left for Pakistan on the same

flight. — MNA

Myanmar delegation being seen off by

CASH DONATED: Responsible persons of
Miraco Co Ltd donated K 164,400 to
Hninzigon Home for the Aged recently. Joint-
Treasurer U Maung Maung Gyi of the Home
accepts the donation. — H

Chief Justice U Aung Toe (R) at the airport &
on its departure for Pakistan. — mna FERL
UMFCCI General Secretary recelvesforeign guests MyaAyeya
YanGoN, 9 Aug — | present at the call were | Prasasvinitchai and party | Mar ket Shlp on
Directors of W | CEC member U Myint | called on the general departurefor
Schlafhorst AG & Co of | Soe and owners of | secretary.
Germany Mr Andreas | garment factories. They  discussed Mandalay 15Aug

Engelhardt and Mr Henri
WiggerscaledonGenera
Secretary U Sein Win
Hlaing of Union of
Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry at the
UMFCCI office on Min
Ye Kyaw Swa Street in
Lanmadaw Township on
3 August afternoon. Also

General
Secretary of
UMFCCI
U Sein Win

Hlaing

receives

Mr Prasas pew s
Prasasvinitchal &
of Thailand.

UMFCCI

They discussed doing
businesses for textile and
garment factories,
investment opportunities,
introduc-tion of
machinery manufactured
by Saucer in Germany for
production of textile.

Similarly, Deputy
Chief of Mission of the
Thai Embassy Mr Prasas

promotion of trade
betweenthetwo countries,
import and export
procedures, matters on
expos, hedthcareservices
and contract firming.
Alsopresentatthecall
were CEC members
U Tun Aung and U Myint

MNA

Yancon, 9 Aug —
The Yangon-Mandalay
market ship Mya Ayeya
of Commodities Division
of Inland Water Transport
of the Ministry of
Transport will leave No 6
Jetty of Botahtaung for
Mandalay on 15 August
on second voyage.

Interested cargo
owners in Yangon may
contact Commodities
Division of IWT on
Botahtaung Market Street,
Tel: 292199 and 292319.

Cargo owners from
districts areto contact the
Township  Manager
Officesof IWT inMaubin,
Danubyu, Hinthada,
Myanaung, Kyangin,
Pyay, Thayet, Aunglan
and Magway. — MNA



|sradl hitsheart of Beirut hard

Beirut, 8 Aug—As US President
George W Bush rejected L ebanon’ sde-
mand that the United Nations Security
Council order Israeli forces to immedi-
ately quit southern Lebanon, the | srael-
Hezbollah conflict took another omi-
nousturn at sunset last night when I srael
hit closer totheheart of Beirut thanever,
killing at least 18 and wounding 60.

Yesterday’s air raid took place as
Israel issued astark threat to everyonein
L ebanon living within 30 kilometres of
the Israeli border to remain inside after
10 pm or risk being regarded as the
enemy. It also placed a curfew on the
movement of all vehiclesin the area.

Hours earlier, Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert told reservistsin northern I srael
that nolimitshad been placed on current
military operationsin Lebanon.

“Therearenorestraintsonthearmy,”
Mr Olmert said.

“We are not stopping. The Katyusha
(rocket) firemust be stopped. A situation
in which amillion Israelis are confined
to shelters is unacceptable.”

Mr Olmert’ swordswerebacked up by
heavy bombing raids on more than 150
targetsacrossL ebanon. Amongtheplaces
hit was the last road link between the
besieged southern port city of Tyre and
the rest of Lebanon, effectively cutting
off al humanitarian aid to the south.
Warplanesal soonceagainstruck Baal bek
in the northern Bekaa Valley, but they
concentrated most of their firein border
areas. At least 33 Lebanesedied inthese
attacks, including afamily of sevenina
seaside village north of Tyre.

In Beirut, the southern suburbs were
rocked by a series of early morning ex-
plosions, but the loudest attack came as
residents were sitting down to dinner.

I nter net
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Smokerises after an Israeli air strike on the city of Tyre, south of Beirui,
on 8 Aug, 2006.—INTERNET

-

Colorado’s primary election, using the new elec-
tronic voting machines, on 8 Aug, 2006, at the
Wellington Webb Municipal Office Building in

Denver. —INTERNET

JaKARTA, 8Aug—Indo-
nesia is seeking foreign
and domestic investment
to finance its bio-fuel
industry valued at 20
billion US dollarsin abid
to ease the country’s
reliance on oil, a senior
Indonesian officia said
Monday.

Mines and Energy
Minister Purnomo Y us-
giantoro said the funds
wouldbeusedfor funding
the onfarm and outfarm
sectors. “(The 20 billion

US dollars) is the total
capital expenditure.
Onfarm comprisesland of
six million hectares,
outfarm includes factory,
marketing and others,” he
told Xinhua.

When asked thesource
of thefunds, hesaid“from
international and domes-
ticinvestors'.

Indonesian President
Susilo Bambang Y udho-
yono said on Monday that
the country will develope
biofuel industry inalarge

Indonesia seeks investment for biofuel

scale in the near future.
He has asked ministersto
develop plans to signifi-
cantly increase the use of
biofuels, derived from
plants such as coconuts,
sugarcane and castor oil,
by 2010.

Last month, Purnomo
announced plans to set
up 11 biodiesel plantsto
produce 26,000 tons of
the fuel per year to de-
crease the reliance on
gasoline. Indonesia, the
Southeast Asia’s only

Chemical plant blast kills at
least threein Tianjing

TiaNaN, 8 Aug— A
chemical plantblastkilled
at least three people and
injured six othersin north
China sportcity of Tianjin
Monday afternoon, res-
cuers said.

In addition, two peo-
plewerereported missing
intheblast, rescuers said.

The blast took place at
about 3:00 pmat thework-
shopof theYikun(Tianjin)
Refined Chemical Indus-
try Science and Technol-
ogy Co Ltd, which is lo-
cated at the Xinda Indus-
trial Park of Jinnan Dis
trict in southern Tianjin.

The blast caused the
rupture of an ammonia
pipeline, which is now
being repaired. However,
thereisno leak of ammo-
nia in large amount, ac-
cording to the fire-fight-
ers at the scene.

Ammoniais acolour-
less and pungent gas,

which is widely used in
theproductionof fertilizer
and avariety of nitrogen-
containing organic and
inorganic chemicals.
MNA/Xinhua

AppledebutsMac Pro
desktop computer

San Francisco, 8 Aug— Apple Computer Inc on
Monday introduced itsnew professional desktop com-
puter line called the Mac Pro, which will use the Intel
Corp Xeon chipset, asChief Executive Steve Jobstook
the stage at the iPod and Mac maker’s annual confer-
ence for software developers.

Thenew Mac Pro line, which will cost about 2,500

US dallars, replaces the Power Mac line and will use
dual Xeon chipsin each computer.

The new Mac is twice as fast than the one it
replaces, Philip Schiller, head of Apple worldwide
product marketing, told conference attendees.

MNA/Reuters

member of the Organiza-
tionof Petroleum-Export-
ing Countries, isnow anet
oil importer.
MNA/Xinhua

Quakeof 6.7
magnitudejolts
near Vanuatu

SaNn Francisco, 8
Aug—A strong earth-
guake of 6.7 magnitude
hit 50 miles (75 kilome-
tres) from the largest is-
land of Vanuatu at 9:18
amlocal timeon 8 August
(2218 GMT 7 August ),
the US Geological Sur-
vey reported on Monday.

The Pacific Tsunami
Warning Centre said that
there was no Pacific
Ocean-wide tsunami
threat, even with their
higher initial reading of a
7.0 magnitude.

MNA/Reuters

CHicaco, 8 Aug—
Shopping carts, escaators
and lawn mowers injure
35,000 American children
every year and should be
redesigned, researcherssaid
on Monday.

Last year in the United

il

Workers labour on the construction site for China’ s National Stadium, the

venue for the opening and closing ceremonies for the 2008 Olympic Games, in
Beijing on 8 Aug, 2006. Beijing Olympics organizers on Tuesday marked the
two year countdown to the games with a mass exercise event in which a million
people exercised in parks and residential districts of the city.

INTERNET

States, 24,000 children
were hurt badly enough to
gotothehospita after fall-
ing out of shopping cartsor
topping over while they
rode, a statement from the
American Academy of
Pediatrics said.
Three-quarters of the
injuriesweretothehead or
neck. Somechildrengotin-
jured when they were
trapped in carts, or fell off
whileriding on the outside
or whilestanding upinside
the basket, the report pub-
lished in the academy’s
journal, Pediatrics, said.
Thegroup urged doctorsto
support changesin cart de-
signs. Meanwhile, parents
ought to consider using
srollers or wagons, shop-

Parents beware of shopping
carts, escalators

ping online from home or
encouraging children to
wak when they are old
enough to do so.
Escalators and lawn
mowers aso cause thou-
sandsof injuriestoUSchil-
dren each year, reports in
Pediatricssaid. Many of the
2,000 annua injuries on
escalators occur when a
shoe, clothing or a stroller
becomes trapped in the
space between the moving
stairsand the side wall.
Reducing that gap
wouldhelp, aswould hav-
ing caregivers remove
children from strollers
before taking an escala-
tor, thereport said. Regu-
lationsmaking lawnmow-
ers safer could deter the
more than 9,000 injuries
sustained each year. Boys
suffer nearly four out of
five mower injuries, in-
cluding burns, fractures,
and fingers and toes that
are lacerated by spinning
blades— MNA/Reuters
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Cambodia, Vietham to
promote cross-border trade

Prnom PenH, 8 Aug—
Businessand government
officials from Cambodia
and Vietham agreed to
enhance trading alliances
among the two countries
businessesinabidtoboost
bilateral trade, local media
reported on Monday.

Trade betweenthetwo
countries could be worth
about 900 million US
dollarsin 2006, Business

Floods cost
South Africa
$145m

JOHANNESBURG, BAUg—
The devastating floods
which hit the Eastern and
Southern Cape regions
would probably cost South
Africagboutonehillionrand
(245millionUSdallars), the
newspaper unday Times
reported on Sunday.

Thereport saidthat the
government, theinsurance
industry, homeownersand
those left destitute were
starting to add up the cost
of this week’s floods.
Lumkile Mondi, chief
economist at thelndustrial
Development Corpo-
ration, said insurance
companies would be hit
hard by the floods.

The economists was
quoted as saying, “It's a
difficult estimatetomake,
but the total cost will
probably be around one
billion rand if not more.”

The infrastructure
costs of the government
alone would run up to
hundreds of millions of
rands, he said.

MNA/Xinhua

Press quoted the official
figure as saying.

Vietham's Deputy
Minister of Tradesaid last
week at a forum that he
was optimistic that the
ways could be find to
increase both countries
tradetoonebillion dollars
in 2007.

Kith Meng, president
of the Phnom Penh
Chamber of Commerce,
saidthat Cambodiaearned
approximately 46 million
dollars from exporting
products to Vietham in
2005, but spent 180million
dollars on Vietnamese
imports during that year.

Vietnameseauthorities
recently allowed Cambo-
dians duty free access to
40 types of agricultural
products, KithMengsaid,
adding that the p
commercia plan will be "S-

implemented in the near | MRS A
future. ;l NG
According to a loca ST

media, the two govern-
ments have arranged to
create seven special
economic zonesaongthe
border and about 20 border
crossings in order to
facilitate trade between
Cambodiaand Vietnam.

MNA/Xinhua
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The first dominoes festival for young people from Chinese mainland and
China (Taipei) opensin Xiamen, southeastern China’s Fujian Province, on 7
August, 2006. Thousands of young people across the Straits took part

in the event.— INTERNET

Enwronmentallsts and fishermen in northern Norway arewarning of
crustaceans which are threatening to ruin the local sea fauna. Photo taken on
9 August 2006 shows a diver catching red king crabs.—INTERNET

PLA’S
Intranet
seeking for
soldiers
opinion

BelainG, 8 Aug— The Chinese People' s Liberation
Army (PLA)’s intranet site is seeking opinions on
military innovation and devel opment fromitsrank and
file. Itisthefirst timethat the Army Headquarters has
tried tomakeitsintranet achannel of expressionfor its
officers and soldiers.

The Army Headquarters has made the move in
response to recent instructions on PLA’s political
work by Hu Jintao, Chairman of the Central Military
Commission, State President, and General Secretary
of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee— MNA/Xinhua

Protesters‘boarded
US plane

Lonpon,8 Aug— Britishauthoritiesarrested seven
anti-war protesters Monday after demonstrators said
they boarded aplane at a Scottish airport to search for
evidence of US weapons being transported to Isragl.

Local police said two men and a woman were
arrested after getting ontheplaneat Prestwick Airport,
near Glasgow. Four other people were arrested at the
airport at around 3:30 am (0230 GMT).

Anti-nuclear campaigngroup Trident Ploughshares
saiditsactivistshad cut through aperimeter fenceand
boarded a US plane to search for evidence of arms
shipmentsto Isragl.

Spokesman David Mackenzie said the group had
not found any weapons aboard the cargo plane, whose
destination was unknown.

Thesevenarrestsfollow thoseof four other members
of the group, who ran onto arunway at the airport on
Sunday.

Last month, a stopover at Prestwick of USflights
carryingmissilesto I srael sparked intensecriticismin
Britain.

Blair has denied Britain has acted inappropriately
and dismissed criticswho havecalled for abanon US
military aircraft landing on British airfields.

About 70 protesters, including members of
Scotland’s Lebanese community, chanted anti-war
slogans outside the airport’s entrance last week to
coincidewiththeexpectedarrival of twomoreweapons
flightsto Israel.—Internet

others. —INTERNET
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Smoke risesover the explosion sitein central Baghdad, capital of Irag, on 8
Aug, 2006. Two successive roadside bombings rocked Baghdad' s busy
commercial area on Tuesday, killing at least 10 people and wounding 70

IsLAMABAD, 8 Aug—
Flash floodstriggered by
torrential rainshavekilled
at least 120 people in
F Pakistan’s North West
Frontier Province, and
forced hundredsof thous-
andsout of their homesin
neighbouring India,
officialssaid on Monday.
. The floods played
havoc in five districts of
Pakistan’s NWFP, inclu-
dingtwowhichwerebadly
hit by a devastating
earthquake last year,
submerging hundreds of

Pakistan floods kill 120, one min
homelessin India

villages and causing
extensive property dam-

overflowing with people
collapsed on Saturday.

age. “The situation is
worse than last year, as
the rains triggered more
flash floods this time in
our fivedistricts,” NWFP
Information Mini-ster
Asif Igbal Khan told
Reuters.
“Thefloodshave swept
away mud houses and
people.” By Monday
rescuershad recovered 43
bodies in Mardan, the
second biggest city in the
province, after a bridge

Igba Khan said some
100 people were still
missingintheincident. He
said incessant rains and
floods could lead to the
spread of diseases like
diarrhoea and other
respiratory infections,
especialy amongchildren.

“Wearetryingour best
to provide food and
medicinestoevery affected
person but ill there is a
threat of an epidemic.”

MNA/Reuters
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People walk across the partly submerged bridge over ariver in Akola in the
western I ndian state of Maharashtra, on 6 Aug. 2006. On Sunday, it contin-
ued to rain heavily across southern and western India, disrupting there-
gion’sroad transport network and forcing authorities to evacuate tens of
thousands of residentsin flood-hit areas.—INTERNET
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JAKARTA, 8 Aug—
Chinawasoneof themain
markets for Indonesian
rubber besidesthe United
States, Japan, Singapore,
South Korea, Germany
and Canada, an executive
with the rubber associa-
tion said Monday.

“China’ s demand for
Indonesian rubber has
been on the rise since
2001,” executive director
of the Indonesian Rubber

|ndonesia’s forests need
120 yearsto recover

JAKARTA, 8 Aug— In-
donesiandeforestationhas
been so severe it would
take 120 years to regain
the 60 million hectares of
lost forests, Forestry Min-
ister MS Kaban said.

Pristine forests of 60
million hectares had been
lost over the past 20 years
due to over-exploitation,
land conversion, natural
disasters and forest fires,
the Jakarta Post daily on
Monday quoted Kaban as
saying in Padang, West
Sumatra. The govern-
ment’ sreforestationefforts
could only recover about
600,000 hectares per year,

he said, meaning that full
regrowth would take be-
tween 100 and 120 years.
“But if deforestation
continues at the current
rate, therecovery timewill
be even longer,” he said,
adding that the reforesta
tionprogrammecost about
330 million US dollars
annually. Indonesiaisone
of theworld' s most heav-
ily forested countries with
about 130millionhectares
of forest land.
MNA/Xinhua

Local tests show Indonesian
teenager died of bird flu

JakARTA, 8 Aug—A 16-year-old Indonesian boy
hasdied of bird fluaccordingtoresultsfromlocal tests,
aHeath Ministry official said on Tuesday.

If confirmed by a World Health Organization-
referredlaboratory, hewill belndonesia’ s43rd human
bird flu death, the highest in the world.

“According to information | received from the
hospital, he died last night,” an official at the Health
Ministry’s bird flu crisis centre, Runizar Ruesin, told
Reuters. Theteenager, from Bekasi onthe outskirtsof
Jakarta, had been treated at the designated bird flu
centre in Jakarta, Sulianti Saroso Hospital.

He had been in contact with sick chicken, the usual
mode of transmission of the diseasethat isendemicin
poultry in nearly all the country's provinces.

MNA/Reuters

Association (Gapkindo)
Suharto Honggokusumo
was quoted by the Antara
news agency as saying.

Indonesia srubber ex-
ports to China continued
to increase over the past
three years.

Rubber exports to
Chinaroseto 250,000tons
in2005from 198,000tons
ayear earlier.

“The huge population
and higheconomicgrowth
makes Chinaanew giant
and Indonesiamust bene-
fit from the potential,” he
said.

Actually, China was
alsoarubber producer but
itsrubber output fell short

m. - | Chinaismain market for
|ndonesian ru

ober

sumption, forcing it to
import large quantities of
the commodity, he said.

Chinawaslisted asthe
third biggest market for
Indonesianrubberin 2005
after theUnited Statesand
Japan.

Indonesia’s rubber-
based product export rose
by 3 per cent to 2.53 bil-
lionUSdollarsinthefirst
half of 2006 compared
with the same period last
year. Rubber export vol-
umealsoincreased by 4.76
per centtol.1milliontons.

The Gapkindo hastar-
geted full year rubber ex-
portat 2milliontonsworth
4.4billiondollarsin2006.

MNA/Xinhua

of growing domestic con-

The orphaned snow
leopardcubnicknamed
Leoispicturedrecently
in the Naltar Valley of
northern Pakistan,
where it was found in
July2005. TheUSState
Department found
someraregood newsto
announce: a success-
ful joint operation with
Pakistan tosavetheor-
phaned snow leopard
cub, oneof theworld's
most endangered ani-
| malS.—INTERNET

Oil pricessoar asBP
shuts USfield

UniTep StaTes, 8 Aug—Oil prices surged towards
record levels yesterday after the discovery of a cor-
roded pipeline caused BP to close the biggest produc-
tion field in the United States, triggering fears of
another spike in the cost of fuel.

The Prudhoe Bay oil field in Alaska will be shut
down until repairs are made, cutting output by about
400,000 barrelsaday —some8 per cent of thetotal US
oil production. Itisnot knownhow longtherepairswill
take.

Coupled with heightened tension in the Middle
East, the drop in supply has raised fears motorists
could be paying even more for their petrol. Y ester-
day’ sannouncement sent the cost of abarrel of oil up
to about $76, almost reaching last month’s al-time
high of $78.

BP sharesfell 2 per cent asinvestors cameto terms
with the latest in a series of problems to hit the
company’s north American operation - its Alaskan
arm isaready facing acriminal investigation over an
oil spill in March in which 270,000 gallons of crude
leaked into Prudhoe Bay, and an explosion at its Texas
City refinery killed 15 workersin March last year.

The firm began shutting down oil production over
the weekend after the discovery of severe corrosion
and a spill of four to five barrels from apipeline. BP,
which owns about a quarter of the field, is in the
process of inspecting pipelines. —Internet

-

" Nearly 200 dead, 300 mlssmg In Ethloplafloods

Dire Dawa(Ethiopia), 8 Aug— Nearly 200 people aredead and hundreds mor e missing after floods
swept through an eastern Ethloplan town over the weekend, police said on Monday.
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Residents of the eastern Ethloplan town of D|re
Dawa plough through debris with an earth mover
following lethal flash floods, 7 Aug 2006. Hopes
were fading for finding survivors from hundreds
of people missing after murderous weekend flash

floods devastated a town in eastern Ethiopia,
officials and residents have said.—INTERNET

The Dechatu River burst its banks and flooded the
town of Dire Dawaon Saturday night, drowning and
trapping peoplein the sandy debrisasthey slept. The
deathtoll hasbeen mounting alongsideapolicerecov-
ery operation using bulldozers.

“Onehundred and ninety-one peoplearedead, and
we have 300 others unaccounted for, based on reports
from relatives and our officers,” police inspector
Benyam Fikru told Reuters.

Operations were suspended overnight in the town
located in Ethiopia s eastern lowlands, 525 kilome-
tres (326 miles) east of capital Addis Ababa, but were
expected to resume on Monday.

Heavy rains in Ethiopia's highlands during the
June-August season usually cause riversin lowland
areasto overflow. Thousands have been displaced by
thisyear’ srainsandthislatest surgein Dire Dawahas

destroyed at least 220 homes. — MNA/Reuters )

’," ; ’-Q L
Bikers attending the Sturgis Motorcycle Rally
weave their way through some curves on Iron
Mountain Road, on 8 Aug, 2006, near Custer, SD
USA.—INTERNET
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Pop star Madonna arrives on stagein a disco ball during her concert

in Rome on 6 Aug, 2006. —INTERNET

Iran mulls cheap oil exportsto
poor nations

TeHERAN, 8 Aug —
Iran’sOil Ministry saidon
Monday it was studying
apresidential proposal to
sell cheap crude to poor
countries — a plan
redolent of Venezuela's
attempts to counter US
influencethrough cut-rate
energy exports.

President Mahmoud
Ahmadinegjad in April
proposed strengthening
the OPEC fund to lighten
the burden of surging oil

Floods kill 13 in Orissa
In eastern India

New DetHi, 8 Aug— Floods in Orissa in eastern
India triggered by torrential rains over the last week
have killed at least 13 people, according to a loca
official on Monday.

“While seven peopledied inthe southern district of
Malkangiri, five otherswerekilledin Koraput and one
in Jgjpur,” official of the state JN Sahu said.

The floods, which have affected 350,000 people
across the state, have begun to abate in some places.
But the situation continuesto becritical in Malkangiri
whereseveral roadsand many homeshavebeenwashed
away. According to preliminary estimates, about
30,000 people have been affected by the floods.

MNA/Xinhua

Mayon Volcano spews ash during its eruption in
Legazpi City, Albay province, south of Manila,
on 7 Aug, 2006.—INTERNET

Dancers
from the
Tokyo
Asami Ballet
perform the
show ‘Pink
Floyd
Ballet’
during the
Cap Roig
Festival in
Palafrugell,
near Girona,
8 August,
2006.

INTERNET

priceson poorer countries
while ensuring that rich
nationspaid thefull price.

[ranian Oil Minister
Kazem Vaziri-Hamaneh
said the world's fourth
biggest oil exporter was
weighing up thisidea.

“The President’s pro-
posal of selling cheap ail
to poor countriesis being
studied and analysed,”
Vaziri-Ha-maneh was
guoted as saying by the
official  IRNA news
agency.

“The President has
appointed the oil and
economy ministerstoassess
his proposd,” he added.

However, Vaziri-
Hamaneh cautioned the
proposal wouldtakealong

time as parliamentary
approval would beneeded
for any cutsin the price of
crude exports.

Energy accountsfor 80
per cent of Iran’s export
earnings.

Ahmadinejad has
formed a strong alliance
with fellow anti-US
President Hugo Chavez of
Venezuela, the world's
fifth biggest oil exporter.

Chavez has been
sewingupcheapoil export
deals around poor coun-
triesin the Caribbean and
Central Americain a bid
to outflank the United
States, whose Free Trade
Area of the Americas he
vehemently opposes.

MNA/Reuters

Four killed, 20 wounded in
Burundi grenade attack

BuiumBura, 8 Aug—
Four people were killed
and 20 others seriously
wounded inthethird hand
grenade attack in a week
in bars in the Burundian
capital, authoritiessaidon
Monday.

Alocal official saidtwo
people died on the spot

Security issuereturns US-bound
airliner toLondon

Lonpon, 8 Aug— A
Boston-bound American
Airlines jet with 240
passengers and 13 crew
aboard returned to Lon-
don's Heathrow Airport
onMonday over asecurity
issue, but there was no
threat to the aircraft, the
company said.

An airline spokes-
woman did not give
details, but a US
Department of Homeland
Security official said a
male passenger on the

flight had matched aname
onaUuUS.“no-fly” list.

“Flight AA109 ... is
returning to Heathrow
Airport due to a potential
security issue that needs
toberesolvedinLondon,”
the airline said in a
statement.

“There is no threat to
theaircraft.” AnAmerican

Airlines spokeswoman
later told Reuters in
London that the incident
was now closed.
“Itisover.Wehavetaken
the decison to cancd the
flight and we are rebooking
our pass-engersondternative
flights to Bogston to depart
tomorrow morning,” she

and two othersdiedinthe
hospital after the attacks
were carried out by
unknown assailants on
Sunday night in the nor-
thern Bujumbura suburb
of Ngagara.

“Thosecriminalsthrew
five grenades and shot at
customers who were
drinking beer,” local gov-
ernment official Aime
Desire Ndibanje told
Reuters.

Burundi’s Govern-
ment estimates there are
about 300,000illegal guns
in the hands of civilians
and armed groups, left
over from more than a
decadeof ethniccivil war.

No one had been ar-
rested and police had no
immediate suspects.

China, NZ make headway in freetrade areatalks

Belang, 8Aug— China
and New Zealand held the
eighth round of talks
amedat establishingafree
trade area last week and
positive progress was
made, said China's
Ministry of Commerce
here on Monday.

If talks succeed it will
be China sfirst freetrade
area with a developed
country. Duringthefive-
day meeting, delegates
from China and New

Zealanddiscussedtradein
goods and services,
investment and intellec-
tual property rights.

They also discussed
rulesfor determiningthe
origin of goods as well
as inspection and quar-
antine of animals and
plants, said the ministry.

Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao visited New
Zealand in April.

The two countries’
leaders exchanged ideas

onfreetradeand decided
to achieve an agreement
within the next two
years.

Also on the agenda
during the eighth round
of talks were measures
to implement the
results of the leaders’
meeting and streng-
thening common un-
derstanding between
the two parties, the
ministry said.

MNA/Xinhua

sad. — MNA/Reuters

MNA/Reuters

Anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan speaksto the Press under a tree on her new

&Y »

property dubbed “ Camp Casey 11" in Crawford, Texas on 6 Aug, 2006.
Sheehan, whose military son Casey waskilled in Iraq in 2004, began her
summer peace vigil Sunday near President Bush’sranch, at a third location
near theranch since her first protest a year ago. —INTERNET
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lar, smooth transport is
crucial for Myanmar,
home to diverse na-
tional races.

In an endeavour to
make investmentsin the
projects for the devel-
opment of infrastruc-
tures, the government
has not given priority to
commercia gains, but
to the progress of the
entire nation in various
Ssectors.

L ooking back to the
history of the Myanma
Railways, the first-ever
rail transportation serv-
ice was launched on 1
May 1877 by running
the
Yangon and Pyay.

train between
However, Shwenyaung-
Namhsan Railroad
could be built in 1993,
more than 116 years
after the launch of the
first one. And the train
ran only between
Shwenyaung and
Hsaikkhaung, and be-

tween Mongnai and

roads, railroads, and river
and creek-crossing
bridges across the nation
especidly in hilly regions
that were difficult of ac-
cess perviously with the
aim of narrowing the
development gap be-
tween rural areas and
urban areas and forging
the relations and contacts
among national races.
One of those transport fa
cilities is the 103-mile
Hsaikkhaung-Namhsan
Railroad in Shan State
(South).

To complete the fa-
cility, the Myanma Rail-
ways under the Ministry
of Rail Transportation
had to invest a huge sum
of funds alongside ma-
chinery and manpower.

Recently, our media

group paid a visit to vil-
lages in hilly regions of
the railroad section.
The Hsaikkhaung-
Namhsan Railroad passes
through Lweput,

Kaungte, Kaungwah-

Thetrain enters Hsaikkhaung Station
providing convenience and comfort for local
peoplein hilly regions.

Htipin, Nammaheik,

Aunghsai, Naungbo,
Mongseik and Malan-
kham No 9 villages.
Upon arrival at
Hsaikkhaung, we met
Shan and PaO nationals
from Namhsan who
were taking Taunggyi-
Shwenyaung train.
When asked about
the railroad, a national
race woman traveller Ma
Nang Khe holding a
three-year old son and
carrying on her back a

Kyaiktalon via Hanhsi to

P

pd
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Now, we are enjoyng good pricesin selling our goods because wi

can sell them in townships. And there we can buy things we need. We
have to say thanks to those who constructed therailroad. (Mu Yun

The emergence of the
railroad provides
convenience and
comfort for meto

make a trip. | thank

those who initiated

therailroad project.
(Ma Nang Khe)

and Mu Pun)

meet her husband. She
added that the emergence
of the railroad provided
convenience and comfort
for her in making a trip,
and travelling by train
cost less. She expressed
thanks to those who
initiated the railroad
project.

PaO sisters Mu Yun
and Mu Pun aso from
Hsaikkhaung Village said
that they would go to
Taunggyi to sell mush-
room and vegetables
there. And there, they
would buy things they
needed.

They also expressed
their thanks for the trans-
port facility.

It was learnt that in
the past, peace and sta
bility could not be re-

stored in the villages
along the railroad. Now,
the region has enjoyed
the taste of peace, tran-
quillity and progress.
Thanks to the
prevalence of peace and
stability and the infra
structures the govern-
ment has constructed,
the development of the
hilly regions is now on
a par with that of urban
areas. And highlanders
have the opportunity to
travel by train in the
region, and the better
transport is making
commodity flow swift
and helping cement the
friendship among the
national races.
Trandation: MS
Kyemon: 3-8-2006

* * *

The Hsaikkhaung-Namhsan Railroad passes\
through Lweput, Kaungte, Kaungwahtaung,
Pyintha, Htiri, Htihtetoe, Htookyant, Htanhsai,
Punchaung, Bankauk, Taungkaing, Htipin,
Nammaheik, Aunghsai, Naungbo, Mongseik and

\Malankham No 9 villages.
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Government

striving for ...

(from page 16)
acres of monsoon paddy.
Therefore, efforts are to
be made for meeting the
target. In addition to
paddy, industrial crops
and kitchen crops are also
to be cultivated. Further-
more, it is necessary to
grow pepper and rubber
to meet the target.

He stressed the need
to put 500,000 acres of
land under physic nut
plants within three years.
The Government is
striving enhancement  of
education and heslth sec-
torsfor development of the
human resources. Like-
wise, wellwishers are mak-
ing contributions to devel-
opment of these sectors.

The commander ac-
cepted K 14.2 million
donated by Pathein Dis-
trict PDC, K 10.2 million
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by Hinthada District PDC,
K 10.7 million by
Myaungmya District
PDC, K 7.4 million by
Maubin District PDC, K
12 million by Pyapon
District PDC and two sets
of suction machine worth
K 450,000 by Daw Nyunt
Nyunt Win of Pyar Wutyi
Enterprise.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than presented cash and

1)/ 4 W )

* h

Women'’s Affairs Organization.

— MNA

hospital equipment to hos-
pitals, traditional medicine
hospitals and Maubin Dis-
trict Genera Hospita to
officials.

The commander aso
gave cash and hospital
equipment to Parahita
Orphanges, monastic edu-
cation schools, Division
General Hospital, the
band of Division Union
Solidarity and Develop-

B B

Desks, stationery donated to BEPSsin
Hlinethaya Township

Yancon, 9 Aug —
Y angon Division Union
Solidarity Development
Association  donated
desks and stationery to
Basic Education Primary
Schools in Hlinethaya
Township this morning.
The donation ceremony
washeldat No(11) BEPS
in Padan village with an
address by USDA CEC
member Y angonDivision
In-Charge Chairman of
Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee Y angon

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin.

At the ceremony, the
mayor handed over 100
school desksfor BEPSsin
the township to respective
headmastersand headmis-
tresses.

He aso presented 20
dozens of exercise books
for No (11) BEPS to the
headmistress.

CEC member Brig-
Gen Aung Thein Lin ac-
cepted 511 USDA mem-
bership applicationsof the

villagesin the township.

Later, the mayor ac-
companied by YCDC
Joint-Secretary U Aung
Than Win and officias
ingpectedthericeshopsrun
by Myanmar RiceMillers
Association under the su-
pervision of the Union of
Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry.

The shops sell four
pyisof riceto aperson for

400 kyats per pyi.

MNA

ment Association, Red
Cross and Fire Brigades
through officials.
Today’s cash dona-
tions amounted to K 203
million. After the cer-
emony, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than, the com-
mander and party in-
spected ginger and pepper
plantations of the local
battalion in Pathein. Lt-

Gen Khin Maung Than

and party also inspected
physic nut plantations of
the camp commandant’s
office of South-West
Command Headquarters
and the local battalion.
So far, Ayeyawady
Divison has grown
10,600 acres of physic nut
plants againgt the target of
10,000 acres this year.
They attended the
ceremony to cultivate

Commander Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung
unveils signboard of the building of
Ayeyawady Division MCW Supervisory
Committee. — MNA

physic nut saplings at
Pathein University. Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than
and the commander grew
physic nut plants together
with those present at the
ceremony. Pathein Uni-
versity has cultivated
13,400 physic nut plants
on 12 acres of plot.
Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than and party attended
the ceremony to open the
new building of
Ayeyawady Division
Women'’s Affairs Organi-
zation and Maternal and
Child Welfare Supervi-
sory Committee on Maha
Bandoola Road in
Pathein. Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than unveiled the
signboard of Ayeyawady
Divison WAO, and the
commander, the sign-
board  of Division
MCWSC. The new build-
ing, 100 feet long, 56 feet
wide and 12 feet high,
was built together with a
concrete road, fence and
furniture, spending K 55.4
million. — MNA

Courseon Forest Research Skills opens

Navy Pyi Taw, 9 Aug
— Over22employeesfrom
Ministry of Forestry and
Ministry of Agricultureand
Irrigation have received
skillsincompilingresearch
papersat Forestry Research
Department hereon 7 Au-

gust.

Organized by United
NationsFood and Agricul-
tureOrganizationandMin-
istry of Forestry, thecourse
on research skills was
opened herewith an open-
ing addresses by Dr S

Appanah of FAO and Di-
rector-Generd of the Plan-
ning and Statistic Depart-
ment under Ministry of
Forestry U Than Swe and
Director of Forestry Re-
search Department U Ohn
Win. — MNA

Public Health in Emergency Core
Disseminator Training opens

YaNncoN, 9 Aug —
Under the aegis of
Myanmar Red Cross So-
ciety, an opening cer-
emony of Public Health
in Emergency Core
Disseminator Training
took placeat Grand Plaza
Parkroyal Hotel, here, this
morning with an address
by President Dr Hla
Myint of MRCS.

Delegation leader of
International Federation
of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies for
Myanmar Ms Bridget
Gardner also addressed
the ceremony.

Also present were
executives of MRCS, of -
ficials of the Health De-
partment and Livestock
Breeding and Veterinary

Department and respon-
siblepersonsof State/Di-
vision RCSs.

The training course
will be held up to 12
August. The respective
departmentswill givelec-
tures to trainees how to
prevent, contact and
make public awareness
if bird flue breaks out.

MNA

24™ AMEM GALA DINNER
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THE 7™ ASEAN ENERGY AWARDS NIG

27 July 2006

HOSTED BY .

MINISTRY OF EN f
AND MINES,

»

Vientiane, Lao PDR

ASEAN Energy Award for 2006: Chajrman U Soe T|nt Aung (R) of
Myanmar I nventors Cooperative Society accepts 2nd Runner’sup prize
of ASEAN Energy Awards-2006in Vientiane, Lao PDR, on 27 July 2006.
The cooperative society won the prize for its invention of paddy husk-
powered generators to supply electricity in rural areas. — COOPERATIVES
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' Thai guests visit Shwedagon Pagoda, \

YaNGoN, 9 Aug —
Visiting Supreme
Commander General
Ruengroj Mahasaranond
of Royal Thai Armed
Forces and wife and
goodwill delegation

members, accompanied
by Maj-Gen Than Htay
of the Ministry of
Defence and wife, Thai
Ambassador Mr Suphot
Dhirakaosal and wife,

Thai Military Attaché
Colonel Prissapa
Suvanatat and officials,
arrived at Shwedagon
Pagoda yesterday
morning and they were
welcomed by members
of the pagoda board of
trustees.

The Thai General
and party offered
flowers, water, lights and
joss sticks to the pagoda.

I3 s, .

Abhaya Labha Muni Buddha |l mage

The Thai General
signed the visitors’ book
and made cash donations
to the fund of the
pagoda.

Next, the goodwill
delegation members paid
homage to Jade Buddha
Image at the south-west
corner of the platform
and Shwedagon Pagoda.

They went round the
pagoda and viewed

e
ARTNARLARERY

MNA

Thai Supreme Commander General Ruengroj Mahasaranond
and wife visit Shwedagon Pagoda.

religious buildings.
Members of the pagoda
board of trustees
conducted them round

the pagoda.
Afterwards, the
Thai Supreme

Commander and party

Thai Supreme Commander General uenoj Mahasaranond (L) proceeded to Lawka
Chantha Abhaya Labha
donates cash for Shwedagon Pagoda to members of the Pagoda :
. L Muni Buddha Image on
Board of Trustees during hisvisit to the pagoda. Mi A
indhamma Hill in
\ MRA Insein Township. They
/
Minister for Agricultureand Irrigation
INnspects dams, water pumping stations
\_

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Aug — Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo, accompanied by
Resident Representative of FAO in Myanmar Mr
Tang Zhengping and directors-general of enterprises
and departments under the ministry, arrived at
Lawkananda River Water Pumping Project in
NyaungU Township, Mandalay Division on 5 August.

Director-Genera U Win Shwe and Project in-
charge U Maung Maung Lwin of Water Resources
Utilization Department reported on water supply to
5,293 acres of farmland through canals.

Chairman of NyaungU District Peace and
Development Council Lt-Col Teza also reported on
cultivation of monsoon paddy and use of natural
fertilizers.

i K
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Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo inspects Myakan Dafn in NyaungU

The minister and party inspected water pumping
station No 1 and No 3, the canal and cultivation of
physic nut and monsoon paddy.

They inspected inflow of water into Myakan Dam
The embankment of the dam is 3,600 feet long and
32 feet high. The dam is situated on Taungponwa
Creek near Nyaungto Village, NyaungU Township.

The minister and party also inspected Ngathayauk
Dam, water pumping stations and water supply
through the canals.

In the evening, the minister discussed matters on
boosting agricultural production with members of
agricultural supervisory committees in Magway
Division.

MNA

Township. — A & 1

were welcomed by the
chairman of the pagoda
board of trustees and
officials.

The Thai delegation
members offered
flowers and water to the
Buddha image and paid
homage to it.

The chairman of the
pagoda board of trustees
explained the history of
the Buddha image.

The Thai General
presented cash
donations to members
of the pagoda board of
trustees. Next, the
members of the pagoda

presented the picture of
the Buddha image as
Dhamma gift to the
General.

The delegation
members visited the
Buddha image. Next,
they viewed white
elephants at the shed.

Director U Myint
Nyein  of Forest
Department explained
matters related to white
elephants.

The Thai General
presented cash to the
fund of the white
elephants to the Director
of Forest Department.

board of trustees MNA

Energy Planning
Department,
Petronas sign Mol

NAY Pyi Taw, 9 Aug — A ceremony to ink a
Memorandum of Intent (Mol) between the Energy
Planning Department of the Ministry of Energy of
the Union of Myanmar and Petroliam Nasional
Berhad (Petronas) of Malaysia was held at
the meeting hall of the ministry here yesterday
afternoon.

Minister for Energy Brig-Gen Lun Thi gave an
opening speech. On behalf of Petronas, Managing
Director and CEO Mr Ahmad Nizam Bin Salleh of
MLNG Group of Companies expressed gratitude.

On behalf of the Director-General of the Energy
Planning Department, Director U Soe Aung and Mr
Ahmad Nizam Bin Salleh signed and exchanged
notes.

According to the Mol, technicians of the Ministry
of Energy and Petronas will cooperate in conducting
feasibility survey on commercial and technological
matters to sell natural gas through pipelines to
neighbouring countries and manufacture (Liquefied
Natural Gas-LNG) based on existing natural gas
deposits and potential natural gas resources in
Myanmar.

MNA
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Prizes presented to outstanding townships for
Increased family income

Yancon, 9 Aug —
Yangon West District
Maternal and Child
Welfare Supervisory
Committee organized
the ceremony to present
prizes to outstanding
persons for tasks to
increase family income
at No 2 Basic Education
High School in Latha
Township today.

Chairperson  of
Y angon Division
MCWSC Daw Mar Mar
Wai explained matters
related to the increase of
family income.

Chairman of

p3opdcdigpigdies

Ygon Command Coahder Brig-Gen ‘HIa Htay V\ﬁ"n# presents
prize to a responsible person of award-winning township. — mNA

.

Yangon Division Peace | and
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Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin donates benchesto
a headmistress of a school in Hlinethaya Township.
(News on Page 8) — ycpc

Development | Council Commander of | Yangon Command Brig-

Gen Hla Htay Win
presented first, second
and third prizes to
Bahan, Dagon and
Kyimyindine Townships
respectively.
Chairperson Daw
Mar Mar Wai accepted
5,000 membership
applications from
Chairperson of Yangon
West District MCWSC
Daw Ni Ni Sein and
presented K 50,000 each
as capital loan to 13
townships of the district.
After the cere-mony,
the commander, wife
and guests viewed tasks
to increase family
income of township
MCWAs at the hall.
MNA

Objectives of the 14th Myanmar
Traditional Cultural Performing
Arts Competitions

— Tovitalize patriotism and
nationalism

To preserve and safeguard Myanmar
cultural heritage

To perpetuate genuine Myanmar
music, dance and traditional finearts
To preserve Myanmar national char -
acter

Tonurture spiritual development of
the youths

To prevent influence of alien culture,
and

To strengthen national unity and
Union Spirit.

China busts illicit black market currency trading

Belang, 9 Aug — Chinas police have busted five
major black markets dealing in illegal money
transfers and unauthorized foreign currency
conversion. The sums involved are a staggering
10.4 billion yuan (1.3 billion US dollars).

By the end of July, police had arrested 27 suspects
and seized funds worth more than 34 million yuan
(4.25 million US dollars), the police authority
announced on Tuesday.

"Illegal forex trading is a major component of
these black market businesses," said Wu Heping,

spokesman for the Ministry of Public Security,
calling for public awareness of the crackdown.

"It is very risky to trade in black markets because
we confiscate all the funds we find," Wu said,
warning the public that involvement inillegal forex
trading will lead to severe penalties.

Chinahas intensified its fight against illegal forex
trading in recent years with joint efforts by the police,
the central bank, and the foreign currency exchange
administration.

MNA/Xinhua

Minister to attend
BIMSTEC meeting

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Aug — Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win left for India yesterday to
participate in the 9th Ministerial Meeting of the Bay
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) to be held in
New Delhi, Republic of India

The minister will attend the meeting today
aong with U Win Zeyar Tun, Assistant Director of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Director-General U Win Mra of the
International Organizations and Economic
Department of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Director-
General U Soe Myint of Energy Planning
Department of the Ministry of Energy, U Myint Swe,
Deputy General Manager of Myanma Agriculture
Service of Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, U
Kyaw Soe Thein, Head of Branch-1, Economic
Division of the International Organizations and
Economic Department of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs are attending the 11th Senior Officials
Meeting of BIMSTEC that commenced on 8 August.

MNA
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* Do not
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased

be frightened whenever

S Korean President names new
Justice Minister

Seour, 9 Aug — South Korean
President Roh Moo-hyun on Tuesday
appointed Kim Sung-ho as the new
justice minister.

Kim Sung-ho now works as deputy
head of the presidential Korea
Independent Commission Against
Corruption. He will replace Chun
Jung-bae, who resigned late last
month, if the National Assembly
council passes his nomination later this
month.

"| think | am assuming an important
job at avery difficult time. | want to
contribute to building a country that
complies with principles,” Kim said
after hearing the appointment.

Kim was born in the southern port
city of Busan in 1950 and graduated
from the Korea University.

During Kim's 24-year-long career as
an investigator, he has handled high-
profile corruption scandals such as
assets illegally amassed by former
presidents Chun Doo-hwan and Roh
Tae-woo while they were in office in
the 1980s and early 1990s. The
investigation into the two ex-presidents
led Chun and Roh to prison in 1995
when Kim worked as the chief of the
specia investigative department of the
Seoul Central District Prosecutors
Office.

MNA/Xinhua

Ambassador of Sinoretb the Union of Myanmar Mr

A
Robert Chua

welcomes Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Maung Myint at the
reception to mark the 41st Anniversary of the National Day of

Singapore. — MNA



Israel and Hizbollah guerillas.

“An agreement between the members of the
Security Council appears now to have been reached,”
Steinmeier told reporters before leaving for aMiddle
East trip.

He added that such a resolution would present
areal chance to bring about a ceasefire in the region,
where hundreds have been killed in the conflict over
the past month.

However, for it to succeed, Steinmeier said both
Lebanon and Israel would have to agree to a
peacekeeping force being installed in the border area
in the south of Lebanon.

Steinmeier said he aimed to secure support for
the UN resolution during his trip to the region.

The Lebanese Government on Monday decided
to send 15,000 of its troops to the south as Israeli
forces pull out of theterritory. Beirut hoped the move
would pavetheway for changesto adraft UN Security
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Germany says UN seems agreed on Mideast resolution

BerILIN, 9 August — German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier said on Tuesday the UN
Security Council appear ed to havereached agreement on aresolution designed to end thewar between

Council resolution to end the fighting.

Lebanon has said it was unhappy with the US-
French draft resolution, demanding that it include a
cal for the immediate withdrawal of Israel’s 10,000
troops from southern Lebanon.

Though Israel has not formally commented on
the draft, a senior government official said the Jewish
state viewed it favourably, partly because it allowed
soldiers to remain in south Lebanon until an
international force arrived to take over.

Arab League foreign ministerswho met in Beirut
sent adel egation to the United Nationsto push through
the amendmentsto the resol ution that L ebanon wants.

The south of the country has been under the
virtual control of Hizbollah guerillas. They say they
will cease fire only once al Israeli soldiers leave
Lebanese land.

MNA/Reuters

PR mm—
An actor dressed as Santa Claus arrives with a
zebra outside Harrods in London August 8, 2006
to promote the shop’s Christmas department which
openstoday.—INTERNET

Argentine business circle
eyes China for chunk of
market shares

Buenos AIRes, 9 August — China represents a big market for Argentine
goods, “and once you know how, you can sell ailmost anything there,” an
expert of the country’s business circle said on Monday.

Ernesto Fernandez
Taboada of the Chinese-
Argentine Trade, Industry
and Production Chamber
said that the food and
textile industries are in a
particularly good position
to do so.

Fernandez expressed
the view on the sidelines
of abusiness gathering at
Mar del Plata, 400
kilometres southeast of
Argentine capital Buenos
Aires. The meeting was
attracting officials and
businessmen from the
Asia Pacific Group, the
Chinese city of Tianjin
and the Chinese Embassy
in Argentina.

“The Asia Pacific
Region has half the
world’s population and
China is 23 per cent of
this total. It is ever more
important,” Fernandez

told loca media.

Because China is a
major importer of finished
products, not only a
maker of cheap goods,
business people should
not just think of selling
raw  materials  or
commodities, he said.

“Argentinaaddsvaue
mainly in creativity and
design,” the expert added,
holding confidence in
tapping China's huge
market potential.

In his opinion, urban
population in China must
be taken into
consideration for
Argentine exports. “We
have to think about
China s urban population
which is around 40 per
cent of the total, or 520
million people,” he said.

China's city dwellers
are not necessarily rich,

“Astheadjustments(in

but they are entering the
consumer goods markets.

Official says US bigger troop
cut in South Korea

WasHINGTON, 9 August — The United Stateswill lower troop levelsin South
K orea beyond a previously agreed reduction to 25,000, but the cut will not be
“substantial”, a senior defence official said on Monday.
located in South Korea
capabilities) take place, | beyondthelevel of 25,000
there will be areduction | that we’'ve currently
inthenumber of USforces' agreed to,” the official

said. “Will it be a
substantial reduction?l do
not believe so.”

The United States has

They are no longer
thinking only of the
basics of food, clothing
and living, but of
boosting their living
standards, according to

the expert.
“The country has a
great market — the |

Chinesemiddleclass, and
this is the market that

exporters have to target,”
he said.
Fernandez also

believed there was an
interesting market in
China for his country’s
slightly-higher-value
products such as tinned
or preserved goods, in
addition to Argentine
fruits if producers can
meet China’s food

planned to reduce troop
levelsin South K orea, now
standing at about 30,000,
by 2008.

Theofficia saidthecut
was possible dueto South
Korea's improved
capabilities, and notedthat
judgmentsabout thethreat
posed by North Korea
were driving changes in
the US-South Korean
military relationship.

US and South Korean
officials are hashing out
detailsof abroader planto
change the countries’
military relationship,
giving South Korea the
lead in operations during
wartime. Under the plan,
which may be finalized
by October, the United
States would assume a

hygiene standards.
MNA/Xinhua

A boy cools himself at a fountain in central Thilisi August 9, 2006. The Thilisi

. *

i

municipality recommends citizens to stay indoor during midday as
temperatures reach up to 40 degrees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit).

INTERNET

Director and cast member Andy Garcia performs at
the DVD release of “ The Lost City” at the Virgin
store in Hollywood August 7, 2006. The DVD will
bereleased in the US on 8 August. —INTERNET

supporting rolein combat

operations, the defense

official said.
MNA/Reuters

USITC favoursanti-dumping
chargesagainst China's polyester fibre

WasHINGTON, 9 August — The US International Trade Commission (ITC)
on Monday ruled in favour of US producers of polyester staple fibre over

alleged dumping char ges against Chinese exporters.
cent between 2003 and 2005. Chinese
shipments accounted for 39 per cent of

al importsinthelatest 12-month period,
according to the US Department of

The ITC determined that there is a
reasonableindicationthat aUSindustry
ismaterially injured or threatened with
material injury by reason of imports of
certainpolyester staplefibrefrom China
that are allegedly sold inthe US at less
than fair value, said a statement issued
by the organization.

All six commissioners voted in the
affirmative, it added.

The US producers complained that
the weight of imports of the specified
Chinese polyester fibre surged 161 per

Commerce.

As a result of the commission’s
affirmative determination, the US
Department of Commerce will continue
toconductitsanti-dumpinginvestigation
of imports of certain polyester staple
fibre from China, with its preliminary
determinationdueon or about November
30, 2006.— MNA/Xinhua
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ADUERTISEMENTS

Career Oppountities (for Local Service Only)
We, oneof theleading Engineering Company isseeking for highly
motivated, initiative, creative professionals qualified persons.
Join us if you are committed and aspiring individual seeking for
growth and challenge in your career.

(1) Advisor/Senior Consultants Male- 1 person each
(Power & Energy, Bridge, Project Engineering, Steel mill,
Chemical & Environmental, Telecommunication, Agriculture)
Reguirements:

[RAny Graduate, Candidate should posses specific channel
knowledge of the above sector.

[TRetired personsfrom Government departments, Age between
45-65 years old are also welcome.

(2) GM, DGM (Project Engineering
& Engineering Supply)

Reguirements:

[_Hngineering Degree Holder

[Aroject Implementation experience

[dver 7 years experience in related field

[Strong interpersonal skill

[ Good communication skill & Good commond of English
speaking & writing A Copy Labour Register Card

(3) Project Manager/ Project Engineer Mae- 2 person each

(Mechanical & Electrical)

Reguirements:

[Hngineering Degree Holder

[Rroject Implementation experiencein related field

[At least 5to 7 years experience in related field

[Strong management skill & Good interpersona skill

Cangejgate should apply to GPO Box (962). Not later than within
2 weeks.

Male- 1 Person each

Bmldmg |
4 MODERN STATE
2005

i :J = Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

£ This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

£ Tlustrated with colourful photographs.

[ Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00

Available at
=] Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

W 381448,249031

£) News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

Yangon &: 294306
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State Councillor says China-Chad
relations on new footing

BEelang, 8 Aug—
Chinese State Councillor
Tang Jiaxuan said here
Monday that the Chinese
Government is keen to
develop Sino-Chadian
relations.

Tang made the
remarksat ameeting with
Chadian Minister of

Foreign Affairs and
African  Integration
Ahmad Allam-mi who
signed a joint com-
munique with Chinese
Foreign Minister Li
Zhaoxing here on Sunday
night resuming diplomatic
ties between the two
countries.

TRADE MARK CAUTION
BACARDI & COMPANY
LIMITED, a corporation
organized and existing under
the laws of the Principality
of Liechtenstein, domiciled at
Aeulestrasse 5, P. O. Box 470,
FL-9490 Vaduz, Liech-
tenstein, is the Owner of the
following Trade Mark:-

MARTINI

Reg. No. 618/1956
in respect of "Appetizing
drinks, vermouth, liquors,
spirits, sparkling wines,
wines, drinks and beverages".
Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be dealt

with according to law.

Win Mu Tin
MA.,HG.P,DB.L.
for BACARDI &
COMPANY LIMITED
P. 0. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 10 August 2006

Vietnamese agricultural firms post

Hanoi, 8 Aug—
Vietnamese agricultural
enterprises grow sowly,
partly because of the
shortage of clear de-
velopment strategy, out-
dated business practice,
and dluggish restructure,
local newspaper Vietham
Investment Review re-
ported Monday.

More than 5,000 out

slow growth

of 16,000 agricultural
enterprisesin Viethnamare
incurring losses, the paper
quoted sources from the
country’s Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural
Development.

The agricultural
growth annually stood at
5.4 per cent between 2001
and 2005, while the
economicgrowthaveraged

Gold industry profit in China

surges 53%

BEelsing, 8 Aug—
China s gold companies
registered profitsof 2.47
billionyuan (308 million

Vietham’sforeign debt still
under control

Hanol, 8 Aug—
Vietham's external debt
rate is estimated at 37.5
per cent of its gross
domestic product (GDP)
in 2006, while the safety
threshold, accordingtothe
international practice, is
50 per cent of GDP, local
newspaper New Hanoi
reported Monday.

Vietnam’s foreign
debt accounted for 39 per
cent of GDPin 2000, 37.4
per cent in 2001, 34 per
cent in 2002 and 2003,

35.8 per cent in 2004 and
36.6 per cent in 2005.
The country’s total
foreigndebtscurrently stand
a 13-14 billion US dollars,
mostof themarepreferentia
loans, the newspaper said.
Foreign donors have
pledgedtogiveVietham3.7
billion dollars of officia
development assistance
(ODA)in2006,upfrom3.4

In first half

US dollars) in the first
half of this year, up a
whacking 53 per cent
over the same period | ast
year, according to the
latest statistics from the
ChinaGold Association.

The association said
thetotal industrial output
for China's gold
enterprises was 22.15
billionyuan at thecurrent
pricelevel, up 22 per cent
year on year.

China produced
106.028 tons of gold, an
increase of 6.314 tons or
6.33 per cent over the
same period last year,
Shanghai SecuritiesNews

7.5 per cent each year.
State-owned farms use a
quarter of Vietnam'’ sarable
land, but bringinjust 1 per
cent of the country’ sgross
domestic product.
Vietnam poured a
total of 130 trillion
Vietnamesedong (nearly
8.2 hillion US dollars)
into the agriculture,
forestry andfishery sector
in the 2001-2005 period,
doubling the invest-
ment in the previousfive
years, according to
the country’s General
Statistics Office.

Tang said athough
Sino-Chadianrelationshad
witnessedtwistsandturns,
the Chinese people have
always cherished friendly
sentiments toward the
Chadian people.

The resumption of
bilateral diplomatic ties
has opened anew chapter
in bilateral relations,
which is in the common
interests of the two
countries and their
peoples, noted Tang.

He said he hoped that
the two sides will make
concerted efforts to
develop bilateral co-
operationinvariousfields
as early as possible,
actively expand bilateral
exchanges, strengthen

political mutual trust,
cooperate on trade in a
mutually  beneficial
manner, and promote the
development of the two
countries.

Allam-mi said the
resumption of bilateral
diplomatic ties reflects
the aspirations of the
two peoples and world
trends.

He said Chad abides
by the one-China policy
and respects China's
territorial integrity,andthe
Chadian side will make
positiveeffortstodevel op
bilateral friendship and
cooperation.

Chad is the 169th
country to establish
diplomatic ties with
China

The two countries
established formal dip-
lomatic links in 1972 but
Chinasevered diplomatic
relations with Chad in
1997 when the country
“resumed” diplomaticties
with Taiwan.

MNA/Xinhua

billion dollarsin 2005. reported Monday.
MNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua
[ Donate blood ]

MNA/Xinhua

#J

Balloonstake off from Queens Square during the 2006 Bristol | nternational
Balloon Fiesta in southwest England on 8 August, 2006. The four day annual
event includes mass balloon launches and concerts.—INTERNET
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S pore, aimsto attract moreint’|
water companies

SiNGAPORE, 8 Aug— Singapor eaimstoattract mor einter national companies
in the environment and water industry to set up manufacturing facilitiesand
conduct resear ch and development (R& D) activitieshere, Channel NewsAsia

reported on Monday.

The Public Utilities
Board (PUB) of Singapore
has earmarked a seed-
money fundof fivemillion
Singapore dollars (about
three million US dollars)
while the Environment
and Water Industry
Development Council
(EWI) has planned to
provide water companies
withafund of 330 million
Singapore dollars (about
210 million US dollars)

over the next five years.
TheEWI hopesthat the
value-add industry will
grow from 500 million
Singapore dollars (about
318millionUSdollars)in
2003 to 1.7 billion
Singapore dollars (about
1.1 billion US dollars) by
2015. It is estimated that
the globa environment
and water market isworth
some one trillion
Singapore dollars (about

635 hillion US dollars)
annually, according to the

report.
Last week, Singapore-
based water R&D

company GrahamTek
announced a 16-inch
membrane technology to
convert wastewater or sea
water into drinking water,
whichisexpectedtoreduce
thecity state’ sannual water
treatment costsby upto 15
per cent—MNA/Xinhua

Gabby a Wedge-tailed eaglesitson keeper Mathew Kittle' sarmsasshe prepares
to practice her take offs and landings with Taronga Zoo staff at a park
overlooking Sydney Harbor, on 9 Aug, 2006. Australia’slargest bird of preyis
in training to star in the zoo's daily bird shows where she will be able to
demonstrate her unique natural behaviors and physical features—INTERNET

Man defending
homeis Spain's 3rd

forest firevictim

MapriD, 8 Aug— A
man trying to put out a
blazethreateninghishome
became the third person
to die in the dozens of
forest fires raging in
northwestern Spain, many
started intentionally, a
government official said
on Monday.

The man’'s scorched
body was found late on
Sunday in the Campo
Lameiroareaof theregion
of Gdlicia, the officia at
the Spanish national
government’s Galician
office said.

Thehead of Galicid's
regional government,
EmilioPerez, hasreferred
to arsonists taking
advantage of scorching
summer temperatures
which have dried out
woodland as “fire
terrorists’. He asked the
Spanish Army to help
evacuate peopleindanger
fromthefires, which have
struck asGaliciaisfull of
tourists enjoying what is
usually some of Spain’s
greenest scenery.
MNA/Reuters

- Malaysian NGO to send
medical team to lebanon

Indra Cobra, a snake keeper, plays with a ratsnake during Flora and Fauna
exhibition in Jakarta August 8, 2006.—INTERNET

UNSG says | srael’sganaraid may fit
pattern of violations

UNITED NATIONS, 8
Aug — lsrael’s shelling
of the Lebanese village
of Qana appears to fit a
pattern of violations of
international law
markingwarfarebetween
Israel and Hizbollah
guerillas, UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annansaid
on Monday.

In areport to the UN
Security Council, Annan
said a comprehensive
investigation was needed

Ery

Vehicles p

roduced by Shanghai General Motors

e

Corporation Ltd being loaded for export to Chile

Tuesdayin Yantai, East China’ sShandongProvince.

All 1,400 carsto beexported under the Chevrol et-Sail
brand were made in Yantai.—INTERNET

to gather evidence of
possible violations of
international humani-
tarian and human rights
laws affecting both
Lebanese and Israeli
civilians during the
conflict.

The 15-nation council
asked Annan to look into
the deadly July 29 Isragli
bombing of a residential
building in Qana to
determine the facts of the
raid, which triggered
outragearound theworld.

Early L ebanesereports
on the attack branded it a
massacre, putting the
death toll at morethan 54
people and at one point
more than 60 people.

Annansaidaweek was
inadequate to determine
the facts.

“The attack should be
seeninthebroader context
of what could be, based
on preliminary
information available to
the United Nations,
including eyewitness
accounts, a pattern of
violationsof international
law... committed during

the course of the current
hostilities,” he said.

KuaLa Lumpur, 8 Aug— Malaysia for Peace, a
non-gover nmental organization, will send its
medical team to L ebanon next week toassist people
there, its official said Monday.

The medical team,
comprising seven to 12
members, will include
orthopedic and trauma
experts, medical assistants
and alogistic officer, said
its coordinator Mukhriz
Mahathir.

They will enter thewar-
tornregionviaSyriabefore
moving to the Lebanese
border, Mukhriz Mahathir
told reportersafter payinga
courtesy cal on Lebanon’s
Ambassador to Maaysia
Khaid Al-Kilani here.

informed that more than
one million people in
Lebanon were suffering
and had to be evacuated
fromsouthern Lebanonas
their settlements were
demolished by Israeli
bombings, said Mukhriz.
“It looks like we have
to move fast even though
there are plans for a
ceasefire but the need for
medical assistance is
pressing as many of the
injured civilians are
children,” he said.

MNA/Reuters Mdaysiafor Peacewas MNA/Xinhua
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The crew of the space shuttle Atlantis arrives at the Kennedy Space Center in
Cape Canaveral, Florida, August 7, 2006. They are (L to R) mission specialist
Daniel Burbank, Canadian Space Agency Steven MacL ean, mission specialist
Joe Tanner, Heidemarie Stefanyshyn-Piper, commander Brent Jett and pilot
Christopher Ferguson. A launch is planned for Atlantis and the crew of six
on August 27.—INTERNET

Swiss charge 8 at Skyguidein deadly mid-air crash

ZURICH, 8 Aug— Swiss prosecutors
have filed charges against eight
employees of the air traffic control
company Skyguide in connection with
a 2002 mid-air collision in which 71
peopledied. Theprosecutor inthecanton
of Winterthur has charged the
employees with manslaughter and is
seeking prison sentences of six-15

months, saying there were “significant
organizational deficiencies’ at Skyguide
that contributed to the accident.

“In the opinion of the prosecutor, the
errorsof omissionwerein breach of duty
and led to the collision and crash of both
aircraft,” the prosecutor said in a
statement on Monday .

MNA/Reuters
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Brazil tofaceWalesin friendly,

change Argentina date

Rio bE JANEIRO, 9 Aug— Brazil areto play Walesin
afriendly in London and have changed thedate of their
game against Argentinain the same city.

The Brazilian Football Confederation (CBF) said
on Tuesday that the match against arch-rivals Argen-
tinawould be on September 3 at Arsenal'sstadium and
not September 2 as previously announced.

Brazil will then face Wales at Tottenham's White
Hart Lane ground on September 5, the CBF said oniits
official website.

Brazil's first game under new coach Dunga, who
replaced Carlos Alberto Parreira after the World Cup,
will be against Norway in Oslo on August 16.

The match against Argentina will be the first for
their opponentsunder new coach AlfioBasile, whohas

replaced Jose Pekerman.—MINA/Reuters

China's Dalian Shide defender Zhang Yao Kun
(L) and midfielder Zhao Ming Jian clear the ball
during the East Asian Champions Cup soccer
match against Ulsan Hyundai of South Korea
at the National Stadium in Tokyo
on 8 August, 2006. —INTERNET

Arsenal set cour se

for Champions L eague

L onpon, 9 Aug— Ar senal look set for aplacein the Champions
L eaguegroup stageafter Spain midfielder Cesc Fabregasscor ed
twicein a 3-0 qualifying win at Dinamo Zagreb on Tuesday.

Dutchman Robin van Persie
grabbed the other goal as last
season'sfinaistsmadethe bresk-
through following agoallessfirst
halfintheirthirdquaifyinground,
firstleggame. Arsenal, beaten by
Barcelona in the May fina in
Paris, were rewarded for their
patienceafter Dinamohad packed
their haf in a bid to frustrate

Arsene Wenger's side.

Former European champions
Benfica had to settle for a 1-1
draw at Austria Vienna in the
night's other qualifying game.
Nuno Gomes gave the Portu-
guese an early lead but Jocelyn
Blanchard struck the equalizer
just before halftime to keep the

ond half.

Austrians in the tie before the
second leg in two weeks' time.
Arsenal's game in Croatia was
decided in little more than 60
secondsmidway throughthesec-

Fabregas opened the scoring
in the 63rd minute with a fine
angled shot after aneat | ay-off by
Van Persie and the Dutchman
made it 2-0 in the 64th minute,
racing through to pounce on a
long ball from Alexandr Hleb.

Arsenal al but wrapped up the
tie in the 78th minute, when
Fabregas went on a solo run, ac-
celerating past two Dinamo play-
ers and tucking his angled shot
insidethefar post. —MNA/Reuters

Atlanta Br

1IN0 e S
aves Andruw Jones (L)
grabsthe leg of Philadelphia Phillies
Chase Utley as he tried to break up
a double play and was called for
interferencein the fourth inning of
their National League baseball game
in Atlanta, Georgia on 8 August,
2006.—INTERNET

L ampar d sealsChelsea’ swar m-up win over Feyenoord

RotTERDAM (Netherlands), 9 Aug— Frank Lampard put his England woes behind him to score
Chelsea’'swinner in a 1-0 pre-season victory over Feyenoord on Tuesday.

The midfielder, who
suffered poor form at the
World Cup, profited from
a moment of brilliance
from Andriy Shevchenko

' | after 52 minutes to clinch

victory for the English
champions.

Chelsea coach Jose
Mourinho started with
virtually a full-strength
side, barring goalkeeper

Petr Cech who was not in
the squad and defender
JohnTerry whowasasub-
stitute. Michael Ballack,
Shevchenko and Didier
Drogba al missed good
chances for Chelsea, who
play the Community
Shield against Cup win-
ners Liverpool on Sunday
in Cardiff.

Lampard made no mis-

take, however, flickingthe
bal intothenet after agreat
pass from Shevchenko.
Feyenoord'sbest chance
came in the finad minute
when a free kick from
Pierre van Hooijdonk hit
the post with goalkeeper
Carlo Cudicini beaten.
"[twasavery goodtrain-
ing session for us and for
them," Mourinho told re-

porters.

"It was a serious match
and| am happy withit. We
arenowtrainingfor 10days
and there is a revolution
going on in my team.

MNA/Reuters

Ancelotti says Milan criticism was

out of place

MiLaN, 9 Aug— UEFA'sharsh criticism of AC Milan over amatch-rigging
scandal was out of place, club coach Carlo Ancelotti said on Tuesday.

Speaking ahead of
Wednesday's Champions
League qualifying tie
against Red Star Belgrade,
Ancelotti was quoted by
Italy's ANSA agency as
saying: "l think it was a
comment that was out of
place and out of the blue,
like a (Zinedine) Zidane
headbutt."

The European govern-
ing body gave Milanare-
luctant go-ahead | ast week
to compete in the Cham-
pions League, but were
scathing in their criticism
of theclubwhichwill start
theSerie A seasonwithan
eight-point penalty.

In a strongly worded
statement last week
UEFA saiditdid not have
legal power to stop Milan
playing in the Champi-
ons League but said the
clubwould beunder scru-
tiny.

"From the statement of
AC Milan, the (Emer-
gency) Panel concluded
that 'theclubhasobvioudly
not yet properly perceived
thetroublesitisinandthe
damage it aready caused
to European football," the
statement said.

"UEFA and the club's
opponents will observe
with the utmost attention

the future attitude of AC
Milan around UEFA club
competition fixtures.
"UEFA will not hesi-
tatetointervene severely,
should AC Milan be in-
volved in any activities
aimingtoarrangeimprop-
erly the outcome of a
match."
MNA/Reuters

Rafael Nadal

of Spain
returns a
backhand
during his
match against
Nicolas
Massu of
Chile at the
Toronto
Masters
tennis
tournamentin|
Torontoon 8
August, 2006.

INTERNET

OFK Belgrade edge

Campbell signs
for Portsmouth

LonboNn, 9 Aug— Former Arsenal
defender Sol Campbell signed a two-
year contract with Premier League ri-
vals Portsmouth on Tuesday, the south
coast club said.

Campbell, who joins as a free agent
after ending hisfive-year spell with Ar-
senal last month, underwent a medical
onMonday andtrainedwith Portsmouth's

Auxerre1-0in UEFA Cup

BeLGrADE, 9 Aug— A superb header by captain
Milos Bgjalica gave Serbian side OFK Belgradea 1-0
winover Auxerreintheir UEFA Cup second qualifying
round first leg on Tuesday.

The centre back powered the ball home after 31
minutes from left back Aleksandar Kolarov's floated
free kick.

OFK had apenalty appeal waved away by Bulgarian
referee Tsvetan Georgiev only aminutelater whenlvan
Stevanovic appeared to have been hauled down by an
Auxerre defender—MNA/Reuters

Washington Mystics Nikki Teasley
(42) drivesthe ball past San Antonio
Silver Stars Shanna Zolman, left,
during basketball game play,on 8
August, 2006 at the Verizon Center
in Washington. The Mystics went on
towin 91-79.—INTERNET

squad on Tuesday before signing the
deal. The arrival of the England central
defender, who will be 32 next month,
represents a coup by Pompey manager
Harry Redknapp, whose team narrowly
avoided relegation last season.
Campbell, a former Tottenham
Hotspur captain, won two league titles
and three FA Cups with Arsenal. He
scored in their Champions Leaguefinal
defeat by Barcelonain May.
MNA/Reuters

Benficasettle
for draw

In Austria

VIENNA, 9 Aug—
Former European cham-
pions Benfica had to set-
tlefor al-1 draw at Aus-
triaViennaintheir Cham-
pions League third quali-
fyinground, firstleggame
on Tuesday.

Nuno Gomes gave the
Portuguese side a 16th
minute lead but Jocelyn
Blanchard grabbed an
equalizer towards the
end of thefirsthalf tokeep
the Austriansin the tie.

The home side made a
bright start, testing Portu-
gal goa keeper Quimwith
two early chances—a30-
metreshot by Bosnian de-
fender Sasa Papac and a
close-in header by striker
Johannes Aigner.

But Benficatook their
first scoring chance when
Gomes backheeled the
ball in after a textbook
series of passes between
Rui Costa, Konstantinos
Katsouranis, Paulo Jorge
and Manu.

The technicaly supe-
rior Portuguese then
took charge of the match
until Blanchard fired
home from 22 metres
after defender Ferdinand
Troyansky had knocked
down a free kick by
Andreas Lasnik.

MNA/Reuters
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Chinese Airlinerecruits 40 Brazilian pilots

BEelJinG,9 Aug — Shenzhen Airlines, aleading private airlinein China, hasrecruited 40 pilotsfrom
Brazil, and most of them previously worked for Varig, Brazil’sbankrupt national airline, Beijing Daily

said on Tuesday.

This is the largest
number of foreign pilots
ever recruited by a Chi-
nese airline at one go.

Eighteen of thepilots
have aready arrived in
China, and the otherswill
come soon, sources with
the Shenzhen Airlines
said.

After two decades of
dynamic growth, China
hasbecomeoneof thelarg-
est aviation marketsinthe
world. Anditisstill grow-
ing.

According to fore-
casts, thecountry will have
1,250 passenger aircraft by
2010, up 80 per cent on
today’ s figure. If the pre-
diction is accurate, China

will need 6,500 new pi-
lots, far beyond the ca
pacity of the country’s
pilot training system.

Faced with an acute
shortage of pilots, many
Chineseairlinesarel ook-
ing for pilots oversess.
Shenzhen Airlinesalone
has recruited nearly 60
pilots from Brazil, Rus-
sia, theUnited Statesand
other countries.

The report said
Shenzhen Airlines offi-
cials went to Brazil two
months ago to recruit pi-
lotsthere. Most of the 40
pilots they recruited are
experienced.

The 18 pilots who
areaready inChinahave

recelvedtheir licensesfrom
Chineseauthoritiesandare
currently taking Chinese
language courses, the re-
port said.

Shenzhen Airlines
was founded in 1992. It

has a fleet of 32 Boeing
and three Airbus planes.
According to its website,
it employs 5,100 people
and flies 80 domestic and
international routes.
MNA/Xinhua

Foreign investors see
Shanghai employees as
shrewd, competitive

SHANGHAL, 9 Aug —
Most foreign employersin
China's economic hub of
Shanghai regard their lo-
cal employees as shrewd
and capable, accordingtoa
latest survey.

By the end of last
year, 1.55 million people
had worked in foreign-in-
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Tibetan women watch performances during activities to mark Tuesday’ s two-
year-countdown to the 2008 Olympic Gamesin Beijing on 7 August, 2006.

vested companies in
Shanghai.

According to find-
ings of the questionnaire-
based survey, whichwere
unveiledonMonday, 59.6
per cent of the 213 for-
eign-funded companies
polled said the most out-
standing characteristicsof
theirlocal employeeswere
shrewdness and compe-
tence.

About 40.4 per cent
of therespondentssaidthe
employees’ mindset of
daring to compete im-
pressed them most, which
wasfollowedby diligence,
honesty and awareness of
teamwork.

MNA/Xinhua
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-Honey come (I'ssued at 10:30 hrs MST on 9-8-2006)

back The amount of rainfall (171) mm (6.73)

-ljustcalledtosay| | [ inches observed at (09:30) hours MST on 9th Au-

| loveyou gust 2006 in Sagaing is the (24) hours new maxi-

-Super star mum rainfall record at the station for the month of
9:45pm News & Slogan August during last (41) years. The former record
(10:00 pm PEL | |\was 108 mm (4.25) inches on 6th August 1992.

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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Wednesday, 9 August, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain have been
scattered in upper Sagaing, Bago, Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions and fairly widespread to widespread in the re-
maining areas with locally heavyfalls in lower Sagaing,
Mandalay and Taninthayi Divisions and isolated heavyfalls
in Mon and Rakhine States. The noteworthy amounts of
rainfall recorded were Ye (6.85) inches, Sagaing (6.73)
inches, Launglon (5.16) inches, Dawei (4.72) inches,
Mandalay (4.33) inches, Myeik (4.06) inches, Gwa (3.94)
inches, Kyaukse (3.82) inches, Myinmu (3.23) inches and
Nay Pyi Taw (3.15) inches.

Maximum temperature on 8-8-2006 was 90°F. Mini-
mum temperature on 9-8-2006 was 71°F. Relative humid-
ity at 09:30 hours MST on 9-8-2006 was (92%). Total
sunshine hours on 8-8-2006 was (4.4) hours approx.

Rainfalls on 9-8-2006 were (0.28) inch at
Mingaladon, (nil) at Kaba-Aye and (nil) at Central Yangon.
Total rainfals since 1-1-2006 were (60.00) inches at
Mingaladon, (72.40) inches at Kaba-Aye and (77.09)
inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (15) mph from northwest at
(14:00) hours MST on 8-8-2006.

Bay inference: Monsoon is moderate to strong in
the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 10-8-2006: Rain
will be scattered in Kayah State, lower Sagaing, Manda-
lay and Magway Divisions, fairly widespread in Bago,
Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions and widespread in the
remaining areas with likelihood of isolated heavyfalls in
Chin, Rakhine, Mon and Kayin States and Taninthayi
Division. Degree of certainty is (80%).

State of the sea: Occasiona sgualls with rough
seas are likely off and along Myanmar Coasts. Surface
wind speed in squalls may reach 35 to 40 mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days:. Strong
Monsoon.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring ar-
eas for 10-8-2006: One or two rain. Degree of certainty
is (80%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areas for 10-8-2006: Some rain. Degree of certainty is
(80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areasfor 10-8-2006: One or two rain. Degree of certainty
is (80%).

New Rainfall Record
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Government striving for advancement of education
and health sectors to develop human resources

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than attends donation ceremony to hospitals,
Parahita Houses, monastic education schools in Ayeyawady Division

N

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Aug — Member of the State
Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than of the Ministry of Defence, together with
Chairman of Ayeyawady Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander of South-West Com-
mand Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung, inspected thriv-
ing monsoon paddy plantations along Y angon-Pathein

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than of Ministry of Defence delivers an address at a ceremony to donate cash to hospita]s d monastic education schools

in Ayeyawady Division. — MNA

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than attended the ceremony
to donate cash assistance to hospitals, traditional
medicine clinics, Parahita houses and monastic edu-
cation schools in the division at the city hall in
Pathein.

The commander reported on development tasks
in Ayeyawady Division.

AL * 1 i

and it isrich in meat and fish. Therefore, not only
products of Ayeyawady Division but also the strength
of the local people contribute much to development
of the State economy.

He added that the Government has been spend-
ing a large amount of money on regional develop-
ment. In 2006-07 cultivation season, Ayeyawady

Road in Nyaungdon, Pantanaw, Kyaunggon, Speaking on the occasion, Lt-Gen Khin Maung | Division has set the plan on growing 3.7 million
Kangyidaunt and Pathein Townships yesterday. Than said that Ayeyawady Division has surplus paddy (See page 8)

( )
Kandawgyi National Gardens extension
needs SPDC approval
\. J

YancoN, 9 Aug —
Any changes of the origi-
nal design of Kandawagyi
National Gardens had to
be carried out with the
approval of the State
Peace and Development
Council, said Lt-Gen
Myint Swe at a coordi-
nation meeting of Work
Committee for construc-
tion of Kandawgyi Na
tional Gardens and Up-
grading Zoological Gar-
dens here today.

The gardens will be
maintained and upgraded
without harming its natu-
ral beautiesto last long as
apark captivating tourists
visiting the nation’s com-
mercia capital, Yangon,
noted Lt-Gen Myint Swe,
a senior official of the
Ministry of Defence,
adding, and if thereisany
extension  programme
it should be submitted to
the SPDC through the of-
ficids at different levels.

Construction of new
buildings not included in
the conceptual design or
upgrading of or design-
changing of the existing

Lt-Gen Myint Swe of Ministry of Defenceinsp

Gardens. — MNA

ects Kandawgyi National

34

: e

ones in contrast with it
is totally prohibited, he
said.

It was with the help
of technicians that the
four zones — the Re-
laxation Zone including
the golden bridge park,
the Centra Forest Zone,
the Education Zone
which houses an
aquarium and an agricul-
tural museum and the
Recreation Zone which
is also caled
the Karaweik World —

were built according to
the conceptual design at
the very initial stage of
the Kandawgyi National
Gardens project.

The gardens will
remain picturesque and
clean as long as collec-
tive efforts of the respec-
tive departments are in
force, he said.

Y angon Mayor
Brig-Gen Aung Thein
Lin and personnel con-
cerned explained the sa-
lient points of the four

zones and the offering of
services for the conven-
ience of visitors.

Chairman of Yan-
gon Division Peace and
Development  Council
Commander of Yangon
Command Brig-Gen Hla
Htay Win gave a supple-
mentary report.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe
made arrangements for
work facilitation. He al'so
visited the gardens after
the meeting.

MNA

The noteworthy amounts

of rainfall recorded

Nay Pyi Taw (3.15) inches
Mandalay (4.33) inches
Ye (6.85) inches
Sagaing (6.73) inches
Dawei (4.72) inches




