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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and wife
Daw Mya Mya San attend ceremony to
honour 73 Sasana Arzanis of Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida Selection Examination

Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior Generd Maung

Y anGoN, 27 May — A ceremony to honour 73 | Religious Affairs was held on a grand scale at Maha
membersof the Sanghawho passed theoral andwriting | Pasana Cave on Kaba Aye Hill, here, thismorning. | Ayeand wife Daw MyaMya San attended the ceremony.
sessions of the 58th Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Se- Vice-Chairman of the State Peaceand Devel opment Alsopresent ontheoccasionwereChairmanof the
lection Examination conducted by the Ministry of | Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services ' State SanghaM ahaNayakaCommittee AbhidhgjaMaha

¢ Rattha Guru Abhidhgja Agga Maha Saddhammajotika
Magway Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kumara and member
Sayadaws, Ovadagariya Sayadaws of Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida Selection Examination, Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida Sayadaws, examination supervisor
Sayadaws, Prime Minister General Soe Win and wife
Daw Than Than Nwe, Secretary-1 of the State Peaceand
Development Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein and wife Daw
KhinKhinWin, Member of the State Peaceand Devel op-
ment Council Lt-Gen ThihaThuraTin AungMyint Ooof
theMinistry of Defence, membersof the SPDC and their
wives, theCommander-in-Chief (Navy), theCommander-
in-Chief (Air), senior military officersof the Ministry of
Defence, ministers, the Chief Justice, the Attorney-Gen-
eral, the Chairman of Civil Service Selection and Train-
ing Board, the Yangon Mayor and their wives, deputy
ministers, the director-genera of the State Peace and
Development Council Office, authorities concerned,
officids of the Ministry of Religious Affairs, disciples,
wellwishers and guests.

Successful candidates in the examination were
two Digha Nikayakovida monks, one Vinayakovida,
seven Ubhato Vibhangakovida, two Mula

E o L os 3 . . Arbhidhammika, one Dighabhanaka, 18 Vinayadhara
Vice-Senior General Maung Aye, wife Daw Mya Mya San and party taking Five Precepts from | and 42 Ubhato Vibhangadhara, totalling 73.
Mawlamyine Webyan Monastery Sayadaw Bhaddanta Vijayabhivamsa. — mna (See page 16)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Prevent DHF with enhanced
health awareness

Everyoneisrequired to stay healthy and

fit. In an effort to carry out health care serv-
ices, prevention of diseases is imperative.

Nowadays, with the advent of rainy sea-
son, the outbreak of Dengue Haemorrhagic
Fever, diarrhoea, dysentery, cold and other
illnesses can be possible any time. This being
S0, Necessary preventive measuresincluding the
eating habits and living style are to be taken
serioudly. In thisregard, mass activitieson pre-
vention against DHF are being launched town-
ship-wise.

Man can be infected with DHF after
being bitten by mosquitoes that breed in clean
water. In order to stop breeding of larvae in
the environs of the house and protect children
being bitten by mosquitoes, it is necessary to
properly cover tanks and water pots, change
water in water pots daily, filter larvae out of
tanks and water pots, keep the environs of the
house clean, open windows at day time and
keep children sleep in mosquito nets are with
health awareness.

In the meantine, the people are to en-
gage in sanitation works such as ensuring
proper drainage, clearing of bushes so that flies
and mosquitoes cannot cling on and chlorinat-
ing wells and lakes are to be carried out with
a sense of duty.

Moreover, the entire national people are
to follow the reminders on health and educa-
tive mottoes of the Ministry of Health. In tak-
ing disease prevention measur es, the active par -
ticipation of the peopleisvital. With enhanced
health awareness of the people coupled with
proper preventive measure they will be able to
enjoy health, fitness and longevity.

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Commander meets trainees of Yangon
Division for UDNR

Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win speaking at the meeting with trainees to UDNR.
MNA

Yancon, 27 May — Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Development Council Com-
mander of Yangon Command Brig-Gen Hla Htay
Win met with trainees of Yangon Division who will
attend the course No 41 of University for Develop-
ment National Races, at the hall of Yangon Division
PDC on Bank Road in Kyauktada Township yester-

day morning.

The MC introduced the trainees to the com-
mander. The commander gave necessary instructions,
and presented K 300,000 for 15 trainees through
trainee Daw Ohn May.

On behalf of the trainees, trainee Ma Sabei
Hlaing spoke words of thanks. — MNA

Construction, agricultural projects
inspected in Lashio Township

NAY Pyi Taw, 26 May — Chairman of Shan State
(North) Peace and Devel opment Council Commander
of North-East Command Brig-Gen Aung Than Htut on
24 May visited Goktwin bridge project being under-
taken by AsiaWorld Co Ltdin Nawnghkio Township,
Kyaukme District.

Project engineer U Chit Tunreported onthebuild-
ing of the 190-foot-long reinforced concrete facility.
The commander gave instructions on the project and
inspected the construction site.

He also inspected Mandal ay-L ashio Union High-
way Project and attended to the needs.

He attended the collective growing of physic nut
plants on the 100-acre model farm at Nar Aik Khant
Village in Kyaukme Township. The commander and
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Myanmar delegation
back from Qatar

Y ANGON, 27 May — A Myanmar delegationled
by Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Maung
Myint arrived back here by air this evening after
attending the Fifth AsiaCooperation Dialogue Minis-
terial Meeting held in Doha, Qatar, on 23 and 24 May
2006.

The Myanmar delegation was welcomed back
at Yangon International Airport by directors-general
and responsible officials of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Out of nineteen areas identified for coopera-
tion, under the ACD framework, the Meeting, among
others, focused on mattersrelating to energy security,
financial stability in Asia, agriculture, tourism, e-
education, environmental education, informationtech-
nology, natural disasters, poverty reduction, HRD and
SMEs. While in Doha, Deputy Minister U Maung
Myint called on His Highness Sheikh Tamin Bin
Hamad Al Thani, Hier Apparent of the State of Qatar
at hispalacein the morning of 23 May 2006. — MNA

officials planted physic nut saplingsin the designated
places. He encouraged the growing of physic nut
saplingsby local peopleand observed the operation of
machinery with the use of physic nut oil.

Next, heinspected the physic nut nurseriesand model
farm of Kyaukme Digtrict PDC and Kyaukme Station.

He held ameeting with senior military officers of
Kyaukme Station, officers and other ranks and fami-
lies, and service personnel in Kyaukme Township.
Afterwards, he inspected the 10-acre model field of
Hsinshweli high-yield hybrid paddy in Kyaukme Sta-
tion. He visited the Bawgyo Mokhtaw Pagoda in
Hsipaw and donated K 100,000 to thetrust fundsof the
pagoda. He also visited Y antaing Aung Pagoda being
built in Lashio.

He inspected the 100-acre model physic nut farm
of the command headquarters, perennial crop planta-
tions, and physic nut farm in Lashio. — MNA
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HNNZIGON HOME FOR THE AGED

In memory of late U Sein Nyo, U Khin
Aung Kyi-Daw Mya Mya Than and family of
Mayangon Township recently donated
K 100,000 to funds of Hninzigon Home for
the Aged through Joint-Treasurer
U Maung Maung Gyi. — H
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Chavez welcomes MERCOSUR membership

CarAcas, 26 May — Venezuela's President Hugo Chavez welcomed on Wednesday his country's
formal joining of the Common Market of the South (MERCOSUR).

Venezuela's President
Hugo Chavez
Achieving membership of
MERCOSUR was "a fundamental
step whichwe haveworked for with
dedication”, Chavez told reporters
here after Venezuela's acceptance
was agreed upon in Buenos Aires,
Argentinaon Tuesday.

Venezuela was naturdly suited
to MERCOSUR "geographically,
politically, economically and
socially," he said, adding that
Venezuela's membership helped
creste a new MERCOSUR which
clearly had a leftist neo-liberal
ideology. Thetimetableagreedupon
attheBuenosAiresmeetingrequired
Venezuela to adopt the common
rules of the bloc over four years,
respect free trade within the group
and to enforce common tariffs.

MERCOSUR — a trade bloc
made up of Argentina, Brazil,
Uruguay and Paraguay — indicated
its support for Venezuela's
membership at theend of last year.

Thetimetable hasto beratified
by MERCOSUR'S presidents at a
July summit. Argentinais now the
bloc's acting leader, a role which
rotates every six months.

Venezuela announced in April
its withdrawal from another
regional tradebloc, theCommunity
of Andean Nations (CAN), citing
its opposition to free trade
agreements signed with the United
States by members Peru and
Colombia

Venezuela has also decided to
quit the Group of Three (G-3),
which Venezuela had belonged to
along with Mexico and Colombia
since 1995.— MNA/Xinhua

Egypt reckons UStoo needy to add hiteto bark

Cairo, 26 May — Egypt'srulersareignoringUScriticism of their crackdown on political opposition
becausethey calculatethat theBush Administration desper ately needsfriendsin theMiddleEast, critics

and observers say.

The US State
Department has publicly
criticized Egyptthreetimes
this month over its human
rights record, its crushing
of political dissent and a
lack of reform.

But the rebukes lack
teeth because they come
with no threst of economic
consequences, despitecalls
in the US Congress to
reconsider the nearly two
billion US dollars a year
given to Egypt, more than
to any other Arab country
except Irag.

Washington has made
clear it doesnot want to cut
aid, which might undercut

Egypt's role as an
intermediary inthe lsragli-
Palegtinian conflict, as a
bulwark against radical
Idam and asafriend in a
hostile region.

The  Egyptian
authorities do not take
seriously threats by
Congress, which approves
foreign aid, because it has
meadesimilar noisesbefore
without acting, analysts
say. "The US is in deep
trouble in placeslike Irag,
and potentialy Iran... Not
evenitsclosest adlieshave
time for it any more, and
peoplearejust biding time
till the next Admini-

stration,” political science
professor Wdlid Kazziha
sad.

"There'san exchange of
interest. TheEgyptiansneed
the Americans and the
Americans need the
EgyptiansandtheEgyptians
redizethis, sothey'reraising
the price," he added.

In recent weeks
Egyptian policehavetaken
a much tougher approach
to street protests.
Plainclothes security men
have beaten, clubbed and
detained people demon-
stratinginsupportof judges
demanding independence
from the executive.

In April, Egypt's
Parliament agreed a two-
year extension of an
emergency law, in force
since 1981, giving the
government power todetain
without charge and
restricting civil liberties.

MNA/Reuters

Chinatightenscontrolson
civil explosives

BelainG, 26 May — The Chinese Government on
Wednesday issued stricter new controls and
regulationson thecivil useand storage of explosives
after aseriesof accidental explosionsinrecent years.

The new Safety Control Regulations Regarding
Civil Explosives, passed by the State Council, will
come into effect on 1 September.

The new regulations are based on the 1984
regulations, but comprehensively revised and
amended so asto eliminate possiblerisks, said aState
Council source.

The new regulations require:

— agovernment licenceto produce, sell, purchase
and transport explosives;

— bank transactions for the sale and purchase of
explosives, withabanon cashand barter transactions,

— storage in designated warehouses where
smoking and combustible materials are banned, as
are sleeping and other activities unrelated to its
purpose.

— immediate police notification if the explosives
arelost or stolen.

The government will also establish a database to
monitor all  transactions and movements of
explosives.

All manufacturers, vendors and users are to
establish a registration system that ensures timely
recording the quantities and types of explosives and
transfer of the information to the  government
database.— MNA/Xinhua

Malaysia increases electricity
pricesfirst timein 9years

KuaLA Lumpur, 26 May
Malaysia  on
Wednesday announced an
averageincrease of 12 per
centinelectricity tariff, the
first time since the year
1997. The Cabinet
approved the price hike at
a meeting Wednesday
morning, said Energy,
Water and Communica
tions Minister Lim Keng
Y aik, addingthenew tariff
will beeffectiveasof June
1in Peninsular Mdaysia
Thismoveisinlinewith
thegovernment'spolicy on
efficient utilization of
energy resources, Lim
told reporters in the
administrative centre of
Putrgjaya.

Also, withthenewtariff
structure, the national
energy company, Tenaga
Nasional Bhd (TNB), will
see its annual revenue
increase by 1.5 billion
ringgit (416.66 millionUS

dollars), thus in a better
position to re-invest its
exiginginfrastructure, said
Lim. The TNB will take
measures to improve
reliability and quality of

supply in core areas such
asgeneration, transmission
anddistributionduringthe
2006-2010 period, said
Lim at anews conference.

MNA/Xinhua
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A car movesin a street covered with water in Hefei, capital of east China's
Anhui Province, on 25 May , 2006. A rainstorm hit Hefel on Thursday as well
as some areasin North and South China.—XinNHuA

A farmer plantsrice seedlingsin a field at the outskirts of Amritsar, a city of

India's northwest Punjab State, on 23 May, 2006. Annual summer monsoon

rains— crucial for hundreds of millions of farmers— are expected on time
around mid-Junein northern India.—XiNHUA

Death toll rises nearly 3,000

in Indonesia’s earthquake

JAKARTA, 28 May — The death toll has reached
nearly 3,000 in Saturday morning’s powerful
earthquake in Yogyakarta province and parts of
Central Java, Indonesia, local policesaid. “ According
to dataregistered by Y ogyakarta police, there were
1,240 peoplekilled in Bantul, south of Y ogyakarta
and oneof themost seriousarea Besides, therewere
101 peoplekilled in Poltabes area, 55 peoplekilled
in Polres Sleman and 21 people in Polres
Gunungkidul,” a police spokesman Bambang
Sampurna Jati was quoted by Antara news agency
as saying. Sampurna said, at the movement the
police isimposing Y ogyakarta as warning status |
and calling on the society to help each other to
overcome the disaster. Yogyakarta, Indonesia's
ancient royal capital and one of its biggest citiesis
about 440kilometressouth-east of thecapital Jakarta.

MNA/Xinhua
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|ran says US cannot afford

to start new crisis

IsLaMABAD, 26 May — Iran'sForeign Minister on Wednesday shrugged off

mounting international pressure on his country to halt uranium enrichment
work, sayingtheUnited Statescannot affordtotrigger " anewcrisis' intheregion.

Iranian  Foreign
Minister Manouchehr
Mottaki, speakingtostate-
run Pakistan Television,
said everybody wanted to
avoid a new crisis in the
volatile region.

"Atthe sametimewe
believe that (the) United
States is not in aposition
to impose anew crisison

taxpayers in the United
States," he said, referring
to the costly involvement
of US forces in conflicts
in Irag and Afghanistan.
Iranisembroiledina
standoff with the West

over its nuclear
programme which
Washington says is a
smokescreen for

developing  nuclear
weapons.
Irandeniesthecharge
and says its nuclear
programme is aimed at
generating nuclear power
to meet its energy needs.
Mottaki, who arrived in
Islamabad early on
Wednesday for talks
aimed at boosting trade

NZ double amputee climber
defendsMt Everest dilemma

WELLINGTON, 26 May
— New Zealand double
amputee climber Mark
Inglis defended Thursday
himself on criticism from
the world's most famous
mountaineer, saying
"nothingwecoulddofora
dying climber" at Mount
Everest. According to
New Zealand media,
Inglis is wary about
returning to a storm of
controversy inhiscountry
Thursday after a famous
climber criticized
climbersforfailingtostop
to help ill-equipped
mountaineer David Sharp
ontheirway tothesummit.
Sir Edmund Hillary
said Wednesday duringan
interview that Inglis"was
wrong to leave British
climber David Sharp to
die" ontheworld'shighest
mountain last week.
Inglis became the
first double amputee to
conquer the world's
highest mountain but on
theway tothe8,848-metre
summit, the team found
British climber Sharp, 34,
near death in a cave 300
metres bel ow the summiit,

a place known as the
"Death Zone".

But Inglis said it
"certainly wasn't a
decision that | made" to
leave Sharp 300 metres
below the summit in a
place as the "Death
Zone.""Far morequalified
peoplefromour ownteam
gave assistance ... to no
ava—MNA/Xinhua

tieswith Pakistan, praised
Pakistan for supporting a
"logical approach" to
resolvetherow over Iran's
nuclear programme.
"We have the
common position to
resolve thisissue through
negotiations in the
framework of IAEA
(International Atomic
Energy Agency) andin a
diplomatic way," he said
after talks with Pakistani
Prime Minister Shaukat
Aziz. —MNA/Reuters

I ¥

Wu Bangguo, Chairman oihe Standing Committee of China’s National
People's Congress, shakes hands with the state governor of Volgograd of
Russia at the airpot in Volgogard, Russia, on 26 May 2006.—INTERNET

Illegal FM radio stations banned
in N-W Pakistan

IsLAMABAD, 26 May —
Pakistan has banned 87
illegal frequency
modulation radio stations
inthecountry'sNorthWest

Electronic

Frontier Province, autho-
rities said Wednesday.
Spokesmanfor Pakistan

Regulatory Authority

Muhammad Saleem said
the stations were closed
down in different parts of
theprovinceinthepastthree
months.

Media

Cheney could bewitnessin CIA leak case

WasHINGTON, 26 May — Vice-President Dick Cheney could be called to testify in the CIA leak case
involving hisformer chief of staff, a US prosecutor said in a pre-trial filing made on Wednesday.

Specia Counsel Patrick
Fitzgerad told a federa
court that Cheney's hand-
written notes on a
newspaper articlereferring
to Vaerie Plame shortly
before shewas exposed as
a CIA operative were
uniquely relevant to the
issuesin the case.

Fitzgerd dwasreferring
toa 6 July, 2003, article
written by Plame's
husband, Bush Admini-
stration critic and former
US ambassador Joseph
Wilson.

Shortly after thearticle
appeared, the identity of
Plame as a covert CIA

operative was leaked to
journdists. Fitzgerald is
investigatingwhoblew her
cover.

"At thetime, the Vice-
President, rether thanother
potential witnesses, was
upset that his personal
credibility had been
attacked unfairly in his
view," Fitzgerald said.

Cheney's former aide,
Lewis"Scooter" Libbywas
charged with obstruction
of justiceand lying to FBI
agents and a grand jury
during the investigation.
He has pleaded not guilty
to the charges and is
scheduled to go to trid in

Many of thebanned FM
stations were established
by religious clerics in
mosques and seminaries
and were being used for

January.

In the court filing,
Fitzgerald said Libby has
acknowledged that the
Vice-President directed
him"togetouttothepublic
all thefacts" inresponseto
the article.

"Therefore, the state of
mindof theVice-President
as communicated to
defendant is directly

relevant to the issue of
whether defendant
knowingly made false
statementstofedera agents
and the grand jury
regarding when and how
he learned about Ms
Wilson'semployment and
what he said to reporters
regarding this issue,"
Fitzgerald saidinthecourt
filing— MNA/Reuters

preaching, according to
authorities.

They said that
speeches through the
illegal FM radios had
been creating tensionin
severa areas, and some
rival religiousclericsused
the radio stations against

each other, genera-
ting clannish clashes.
MNA/Xinhua
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T men work on a-bi peline recently. A proposed gas pipeline from Iran to
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Pakistan and India will not be affected if the United Nations imposes
sanctions on Teheran over its controversial nuclear programme, an Iranian
minister has said.—INTERNET

New York, 26 May — A power
outage shut downtrain service between
New Y ork and Washington at rush hour
on Thursday, stranding passengers in
tunnelsandforcingevacuationsonsome
of the country's most travelled lines.

Power was partialy restored along
thecorridor around 90 minutesafter the
outage began around 8 am national rail
company Amtrak said in a statement.

Full trains running on electric lines
wentdark and cametoahalt, passengers
said.

"Itjust stopped,” saidpublicrelations
executive Liz Anklow, stuck on aNew
Jersey Transit train for two hours. "It
started to get very hot in there" before
railroad workers opened doors for
ventilation.

Therewasnoindicationwhat caused
the outage that affected Amtrak and
severa commuter rail operators.

Elwood King, a road foreman for
Amtrak in Philadelphia, told Reuters
power was back on for most of theline

Power outage stops
Washington-New York trains

between New York and Washington
except for agap between Philadel phiaa
point near Trenton, New Jersey.

Fivetrains had been stuck in tunnels
in New York and Batimore, Amtrak
said in astatement. Diesel locomotives
removed four of them, and another diesel
engine was on its way to rescue atrain
stuck in the Hudson River Tunndl, it
said. A company spokesman declined
to say how many passengers and trains
were affected.

Amtrak said it had restored power
between Washington and Perryville,
Maryland, about 40miles(65kilometres)
north of Baltimore. It said it expected
full power restored by 11:15 am.

"Trains are moving under their own
power between those points, but train
serviceontheremainder of theNortheast
Corridor northward to New York
remainsstopped asAmtrak crewswork
to restore power on the remainder of
theroute," its statement said.

MNA/Reuters
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Not enough sleep associated with weight gain

New York, 26 May— Women who fail to get enough shut-eye each night risk gaining weight, a
Cleveland-based researcher reported at a medical conferencein San Diego today.

In along-term study of
middle-aged women,
thosewho slept 5 hoursor
less each night were 32
per centmorelikelytogain
a significant amount of
weight (adding 33 pounds
or more) and 15 per cent
more likely to become
obese during 16 years of
follow-up than women
who slept 7 hours each
night.

This level of weight

gain — 15 kilos, or 33
pounds — is "very
clinically significant in
terms of risk of diabetes
and heart disease," Dr
Sanjay Patel of Case
Western Reserve
University told Reuters
Health.

Women who slept 6
hours nightly were 12 per
cent more likely to
experience major weight
gain and 6 per cent more

likely to become obese
compared with those who
slept 7 hours each night.
The 68,183 women in
the study provided
information in 1986 on
their typical night's sleep
and reported their weight
every 2yearsfor 16 years.
The findings were
presented at theAmerican
Thoracic Society's
International Conference.

T

Women who said they

An Israeli chef cooks a 25-meter (82 feet) sausagein arestaurant at Herzliya
near Tel Aviv on 30 April, 2006. The sausage was made with the help of 8
people during 4 hoursit was made out of 20 kg (44 Ibs) of meat, 3 kg (6.6 Ibs)
of fat and 4 kg (8.8 Ibs) of spices—INTERNET

dlept for 5 hours or less
each night, on average,
weighed 5.4 poundsmore
at the beginning of the
study than those sleeping
7 hours.

After accountingforthe
influence of age and
weight at thebeginning of
the study, women who
slept 5 hours or less each
night gained about 2.3
pounds more during
follow-up than those who
slept 7 hours nightly.
Women who got 6 hours
of shut-eye each night
gained 1.5 pounds more
than those who slept 7
hours nightly.

The researchers
analyzed the diets and
physical activity levelsof
the women, but failed to
find any differences that
couldexplainwhy women
who slept less weighed
more. "Weactually found
thatwomenwhodleptless,
ateless," Patel said.

"In terms of exercise,
wesaw asmall difference
in that women who slept
lessexercisedslightly less
than women who slept
more but it didn't explain
the magnitude of our
findings," Patel said.

MNA/Reuters
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A female white kangaroo

her baby in her

pouch playsin Hangzhou Wild Animals World in
Hangzhou, capital of east China's Zhejiang
Province on 24 May, 2006. —XINHUA

Br MoD agrees sexual harassment “widespread”
in Armed Forces

L onpon, 26 May— Britain’sMinistry of Defence (M oD) agreed an urgent plan on Thursday to tackle
sexual harassment in the Armed For ces after admitting it was a serious and widespread problem.

Independent research
found that 99 per cent of
servicewomen had been
in situations in the
previous year where
“sexualized behaviour”,
ranging from jokes to
assaults, had taken place.

“Asthisreport setsout,
thereareseriousissueswe
needtoaddress,” Defence
Secretary Des Browne
said in a statement.

Around 8 per cent of
Britain'sArmedForcesare
women, with the highest
proportion, 8.9 per cent,
in the Roya Air Force.
Thesurvey wascarried out
following adeal last June
with the Equal Oppor-
tunities Commission
(EOC) which agreed in
returnto suspend aformal
investigation into sexual
harassment in the Armed
Forces.

The research found 15
per cent of the 9,384
respondents said they had
suffered a “particularly
upsetting” experienceand
67 per cent had personally
been on thereceiving end

of sexualized behaviour.
More than half found

the behaviour offensive.
The MoD said it had

agreed to put new
measures in place to deal
with the problem.

It promised an
improved complaints
procedure, after many
servicewomen said they
were dissatisfied with the
current one, and vowed to
cut the overall number of
reports of unwanted
sexual behaviour.

“It is clear from the
research  we have
conducted that we have a
problem with which we
must deal urgently,” said
Air Chief Marshal Jock
Stirrup, Chief of the
Defence Staff.

Acknowledging there
was a problem was an
important first step.

“This is not about
political correctness,” he
said. “Our success as
Armed Forces depends
fundamentally on re-
spect, trust and mutual
interdependence.

“Anything that
weakens those bonds of
trust and respect weakens
us as a fighting force.
Harassment doesjust that,
soitiscrucia that wedeal
with it.”

The EOC said it would
monitor the ministry’s
progress until June 2008
when it will decide
whether further action is

needed.
“The MoD has
undertaken valuable

research to discover the
true extent of theissuesit
faces, and we welcome
the leadership and
determination that they
have shown to tackle the
problem,” said EOC
chairman Jenny Watson.

MNA/Reuters

Chinese scientists' code of conduct
drafted to curb research fraud

BEelJjinG, 26 May— Chinesescientistshavedrawn
up aprofessional codeof conduct designed toprevent
fraud that led to the sacking of aleading Shanghai
scientist for faking research on a new computer

chip earlier thismonth.

The code will apply to
the 4 million members of
the China Association of
Science and Technology
(CAST), whichisholding
its seventh national
conference in Beijing.

"This code should
contain the impetuous
atmosphere in some
academic circles," said
CAST president Zhou

Guangzhao at Wednes-
day's conference.

Zhou cited the fake
Hanxin digital signal
processing chip claimed
to have been developed
by ChenJin,whoformerly
chaired the Micro-
electronics School at
Shanghai Jiaotong
University.

MNA/Xinhua

Malaysiato set up road safety
departmentsin all states

KuAaLA LumPUR, 26
May— The Malaysian
Government hasagreedto
establish Road Safety
Departments (RSD) inall

A pumper puts
outafirein the
firedrill at a
chemical plant
in
Hangzhouwan
Fine Chemical
District of
Shangyu, east
China's
Zhejiang
Province, on 25
May, 2006.

XINHUA

states, Transport Minister
Chan Kong Choy said on
Wednesday.

The establishment of
state-level RSDs, which
are expected to begin
operationsthis July, aims
to facilitate the
implementation of road
safety ~ programmes
nationwide, Chan told
reporters.

Chanalsoexpressedhis
hope that the RSD will
work closely with other
related agencies such as
the Road Safety Council,
Road Transport
Department and the
police.

The federal
government set up the
central RSD in September
2004 in line with its
commitmenttoimproving
road safety inthiscountry.

MNA/Xinhua
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It was after the
15th Century that oil
palm Elaels guineensis
started to spread from
its native, Guinea in
West
Southeast Asia, Latin
America and equatorial

Africa, to

regions.

Myanmar set up
her earliest oil palm
plantations in lower
Myanmar and Rakhine
State in 1921, but most
of them vanished later,
except the 283 acres in

1960. During the period
from 1972 to 1983, the
nation grew 18,410 acres
of oil palm as an import
substitute crop because
the nation had to import
150,000 tons of cooking
oil every year.

Local food and
industrial raw material
sufficiency and export
the
objectives Myanmar has

promotion are
been trying to realise as
an agro-based country.
As regards the cooking

2010 when the nation’s
population touches the
60-million mark from
the year 2000 population
of 50.12 million. At
current  production
volume of edible oil
which is at 200,000 tons
per year, the nation will
have to import palm oil
between 150,000 and
200,000 tons.

A specia project
was laid to put 53,500
acres of land under oil

palm in Taninthayi

Thriving‘ch)ii palmsin an oil palm farm.

Kyi Tin (MPCE)

entrepreneurs running
small, medium and large
oil pam farms.

In accordance with market economy, the
government has been organizing more
national entrepreneurs and local people for
sown acreage extension and enabling them
to get access to more financial and technical
assistance. From 31 March 2004 to date, the
government has issued loans of over K 4.4
billion to national entrepreneurs and
companies for their farms and factories.

Yebyu  Township,
Taninthayi Division,
that are still thriving at
the farm established in
1926.

Myanmar turned

to oil pam again in
— B 73 e

An oil palm nursery seen in an ail

oil, the country is still
relying on imports to
meet the domestic
demand. Myanmar’s
annual local edible oil

demand will reach

450,000 metric tons in

palm farm.

Division during the
period from 1994 to 1999
with the participation of
national entrepreneurs.

Final target is to
cultivate 500,000 acres of
oil pam in Taninthayi
Division where the crop

Thanks to the project, the | grows best in Myanmar.

the
emergence of national

division  saw

Senior officiastoured the
division from 6 to 10
February 1999 to make
arrangements for the
the
entrepreneurs engaged in
the project.

In 1998, Myanmar

convenience of

began to produce and
distribute quality oil pam
seedsthe research division
of the Myanma Perennia
Crops Enterprise had

‘discovered, ending her

import of quality seeds.
Research and
development was
the
opening of an applied
research centrein Shwedu,
Myeik
Taninthayi Division, in
December 2000, and

reinforced with

Township,

Ekani seed bank in
October 2005.
In accordance with

market economy, the
government has been
organizing more national
entrepreneurs and local
people for sown acreage
extension and enabling
them to get access to
more financial and
technical assistance.
From 31 March 2004 to
date, the government has
issued loans of over K
4.4 billion to national
entrepreneurs and
companies for their
farms and factories.

Qil pam starts to
bear fruit at the age of
three. The Myanma
Perennial Crops

the
Ministry of Agriculture

Enterprise  of

and Irrigation is now
running a 10-ton daily
capacity palm oil
purifying factory in
Thingangyun, Y angon,
and an oil factory milling

1.5 tons of oil palm
fruits per hour at Ingabo
farm in  Kyaikto
Township, Mon State.
Y uzana Company
owned by a national
entrepreneur is operating
amill producing 30 tons
of crude palm oil every
hour.

On both sides of
the highway passing
Taninthayi Division to
link  Yangon
Kawthoung, which in the
past was accessible only

and

by air and by boat, are
the thriving large-scale
oil palm fields almost
touching the horizon.
Entrepreneurs put
163,048 acres of farms
under oil palm in the
division during the period
from 2001 to May 2006.

MPCE can now
produce a hybrid strain
that yields fruits 12 to 13
per cent more than the
local species and has
greater pest-resistance.
The enterprise’s seven-
year hybrid farm is now
yielding oil palm fruits.
MPCE is distributing up
to 7.5 million hybrid seeds
per year at K 150 per seed.

(Trandation: TMT)
Myanma Alin:
27-5-2006
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Secretary-1 receives Chinese Deputy Minister for Public Security

YANGON, 27 May —

Secretary-1 of the State

Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein
received a Chinese delegation led by Deputy Minister
for Public Security Deputy Commissioner for National
Drug Abuse Control Commission of the People's
Republic of China Mr Zhang Xinfeng at Zeyathiri
Beikman on Konmyinttha, here, this evening.

Also present at the call were Minister for Home
Affairs Ma-Gen Maung Oo, Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Phone Swe, Director-General Col Kyaw Kyaw
Win of the SPDC’ s Office, Director-General U Kyaw
Kyaw of Protocol Department and officias.

The Chinese delegation was accompanied by
Chinese Ambassador Mr Guan Mu.

MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein receives
Deputy Minister for Public Security Deputy
Commissioner for National Drug Abuse
Control Commission of the People's Republic
of China Mr Zhang Xinfeng. — mna

LA -

4

Minister for Home Affairs

receives Chinese

Deputy Minister for Public Security

Y ANGON, 27 May —
Visiting Deputy Minister
for Public Security Deputy
Commissioner for
National Drug Abuse
Control Commission of
the PRC Mr Zhang
Xinfeng and party called
on Chairman of Centra
Committee for Drug
Abuse Control Minister
for Home Affairs Maj-
Gen Maung Oo at Drugs
Elimination Museum at
thecorner of Hanthawady
and Kyundaw Streets in
Kamayut Township this
evening. Also present at
the call were Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Phone
Swe, Deputy Minister for
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races and
Development Affairs
Brig-Gen Than Tun,

departmental heads and
guests.

Deputy Minister for
Home Affairs Brig-Gen
Phone Swe and Chinese
Deputy Minister for
Public Security Mr Zhang
Xinfeng inked the
agreement on prevention
of drug abuse and illicit
trafficking in narcotic
drugs and psychotropic
substances between the
Union of Myanmar and
the People’s Republic of
China, and an MoU on
survey  of  poppy
cultivation in northern
region of Myanmar with

thehelp of satellitephotos |(~

between CCDAC and
NDACC, and they
exchangedthedocuments.

Next, theceremony
to hand over materials

from the People's
Republic of China to
Myanmar Police Force
followed.

This morning, the
Chinesedelegationled by
Deputy Minister for
Public Security Deputy
Commissioner for
National Drug Abuse
Control Commission of
the People's Republic of
ChinaMr Zhang Xinfeng
visited DrugsElimination
Museum in Kamayut
Township. Member of
CCDAC Deputy Minister
Phone Swe, Joint-

Secretary Police Colonel
Kham Aung and officials
conducted around them.
The Chinese Deputy
Minister signed the
visitor's book. Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Phone
Swe presented the brooch
of the museum to the
guests, and they took a
documentary photo.

In the evening,
Ministerfor HomeAffairs
Maj-Gen Maung Oo
hosted a dinner to the
visiting delegation at
Karaweik Palace.

MNA

Minister inspectsfunctions
of hotelsin Yangon

Y ANGON, 27 May—
Minister for Hotels and
Tourism Maj-Gen Soe
Naing, accompanied by
Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Aye Myint Kyu and
officials, yesterday met
with staff members of the
Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism at the training
hall of Myanma Hotels
and Tourism Service on
Bo Sun Pet Street here
and gave necessary
instructions.

Next, the minister
proceededtotheMyanma

p=

0@?66120%@38?? eo:ﬂo&aaS%eels:SmEsoog

[==ab] Jj elm? QO 610%3900

crqp&c,?sagtﬁmcmz ca;p&saﬂ.}sq:
@éq}:mz(ﬁ: tﬂo&smﬁgtﬁcoz

p

JooB- jooq vplsd
corpEimBicqiSontiod
ceco jg qodp o qob =B

ﬁ,f(ﬁeaﬂassmﬁieqseﬁﬂ
eaﬂa&aixos”zf&"aztﬁ eoﬂa&eﬂaaqﬁeqﬁ&ﬂemeén

opeepofiigos

Y ANGON, 27 May—
Minister for Electric
Power No (1) Col Zaw
MinandDeputy Minister
U Myo Myint inspected
Yenwe Hydel Power
Project on theright side
of Yenwe Creek, 2.5
mileswest of Kyaukdaga
Township in Bago
Division on 25 May.

On completion,
Yenwe Hydel Power
Plan will be able to

\generate 123millionkwh

Hydel power projectsin Bago Division
under supervision

yearly.

The minister also
visited Shwekyin Hydel
Power Project on
Shwekyin Creek near
Kyaukkyi Village, about
six miles north-east of
Shwekyin. Officials
reported onwork progress
and future plans. The
deputy minister gave a
supplementary report.
The commander in-
spected the construction
site and fulfilled the

requirements. On
completion, the project
will generate about 262
million kwh yearly.

Next, he inspected
the electric power
training centre under the
ministry in Hlinethaya,
Htantabin Township. He
met with the principal,
teachersandtrainees. He
also inspected the mess,
hostel and sports ground
of the centre.

MNA
J

Hotels and Tourism
Service (Head Office)
wherehemet with service
personnel and heard a
report presented by an
official on the salient
pointsof theStrand Hotel.

During his
inspection of Sedona
Hotel, Mikasa Hotel and
DusitInyal akeHotel, the
minister heard reports
presented by the relevant
managers on functions of
those hotels and attended
to the needs.

On arriva at the
transport division of
MHTS, Deputy Genera
Manager U Myint Oo
reported on work being
carried out totheminister.
Later, the minister
stressed theneed for safety
of passengers, providing
good service and
more

generating
income—MNA

Minister for Hotels
and Tourism
Maj-Gen Soe Naing
meets empl oyees of
the ministry.
H& T
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Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye and wife
Daw Mya Mya San
attend ceremony to
honour 73 Sasana

Arzanis of
Tipitakadhara
Tipitakakovida

Selection Examination

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye offers alms to a Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Title
recipient Sayadaw. — MnNA

(from page 16) are being made for com- | Sangha and lay persons
and Sayadaws had com- | pletion of the remaining | are making preparations
piled 18 volumes of | four volumes. At present, | to translate Tipitaka Pali-
Tipitaka Pali-Myanmar | five groups of well- | Myanmar Dictionary into
Dictionary, and efforts! versed members of the | English version one. A

L ¥

Prime Minister General Soe Win presents offertories to a
Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Title recipient Sayadaw. — MNA

total of 73 members of A the last week of Decem-  to pay homage to the
et the Sangha passed the| ber 2005 to January | SasanaArzani monksand
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents offertories to a 58th  Tipitakadhara| 2006. Therefore, the| to perform missionary

Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Title recipient Sayadaw. — mna Tipitakakovida Selection | Government and the peo- | tasks. See page 10
Examination held from' ple have the opportunities (See page 10)

vy, ()

Y PR " o o AR
Tt W] b - o S e
(# & ¥ -

31;“ v : it (B

\ :Q‘Q T i - «j ;

o .
....

- -~ ¥ i A
Ceremony to honour Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Title recipient Sayadaws and confer certificates on title recipient
Sayadaws in progress. — MNA



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 28 May, 2006 9

[ Vice-Senior General M aung Aye ‘
and wife Daw Mya Mya San
attend ceremony to honour
73 Sasana Ar zanis of
Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida
Selection Examination

L]

Daw Mya M'a offers provisions to a Sayadaw who passed
Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination. — MNA

4

T 7IQg =\ i |
Daw Khin Khin Win presents offertories to a Sayadaw who passed
Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination. — MNA

iR : Minister for Transport Maj-Gen Thein Swe donates provisionsto a
Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo offers dona- monk who passed Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection
tionsto a monk who passed Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination. — MNA
Examination. — MNA

e

o S
Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung offersdonationstoamonk who
passed Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination. — mMNA

Minister for Mines Brig-Gen Ohn Myint presents alms to a monk who
passed Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination. — MNA

PSS S - i g8

—_ X L L = % &‘
Attorney-General U Aye Maung donates offertories to a monk who Minister Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung presents alms{o amonk who
passed Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination. — MnA passed Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination. — mNA
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certificates of Dighanikaya Kovida title to Ashin Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein

Candana of Tipitaka Maha Gandawin Monastery of | offered certificates of Vinayadhara to four members
Dagon Myothit (East) Township, Ashin Cakkinda| of the Sangha and Ubhato Vibhangakovida title to
and Ashin Kosalla of Tipitaka Nikaya Monastery of | one monk.

Chairman Magway Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kumara delivers a sermon.—mnA

Momeik Hill in Mingun, Sagaing.

Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral
Soe Thein presents offertories to a Sayadaw.
MNA

Next, Lt-Gen Myint Swe, Maj-Gen Myint

Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat
Hein presents certificate of religious title to
a monk. — MNA

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and wife Daw Mya Mya San
attend ceremony to honour 73 Sasana Ar zanis of
Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida Selection Examination...

(from page 8)

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye offered cer-
tificates of Mula Arbhidhammika title to Ashin
Silagara of Tipitaka Monastery of Dagon Township
and Ashin Sunanda of Pyinsanikaya Sasana Betkman
Monastery of Yankin Township.

Prime Minister General Soe Win presented

Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing of Ministry of Defence
offersalmsto a Sayadaw.
MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein offered certifi-
cates of Vinayadhara title to four monks and certifi-
cates of Vinayakovida title to one monk.

Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo and
Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral Soe
Thein persented certificates of Vinayadhara title to
five members of the Sangha each.

Maj-Gen Ye Myint of Ministry of Defence
offers certificate of Ubhato Vibhangadhara
to a Sayadaw.—mnA

Development affairstasks coordinated

NAY Pvi Taw, 27 May—A meeting to coordinate
work on acceleration of development affairs tasks for
2006-2007 fiscal year took place at the ministry for
Progress of Border Areas and Nationa Races and
Development Affairsin Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

Minister for Progress of Border Areas and Na-
tional Racesand Devel opment AffairsCol TheinNyunt
in his speech said that in 2005-2006 fiscal year, the
ministry constructed 197 miles of urban roads, 2,084
milesof rural roads, 266 bridgesin urban areas, 1,055
bridgesin rural areas. In addition, in the same period,
the ministry implemented 1,112 projects in 560 vil-
lages in Sagaing, Magway and Mandalay divisions,
and 1,549 projectsin 1,153 villages in the remaining
states and divisions. He called for maintenance of
tube-wells for their duration.

Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Than Tun reported on
tasks for development of border areas and national
races, mattersonyouth devel opment centresunder the
Education and Training Department and vocational
training centres for women, and Deputy Minister Col
Tin Ngweon requirementsin the engineering sector of

development affairs committees and quality control.

Director-General of the Progress of Border Areas
and National Races Department U Than Swe and
Director-General of the Education and Training De-
partment U Than Windealt withtasksfor devel opment
of border areas and nationa races and youth training
centres, and Managing Director of the Development
Affairs Bank Ltd U Myo Win with banking services.

Managing Director U Myo Myint presented the
report on development affairs tasks. Directors of re-
spectivestateand division devel opment affairsdepart-
ments on work progress.

In the afternoon session, directors and deputy
superintending engineers reported on work done by
respective state and division development affairs de-
partments and staff officers of township devel opment
affairsdepartmentson accomplishment of taskstown-
ship-wise. Deputy directors-general of development
affairsdepartments assessed the reports and discussed
the requirements.

The minister delivered closing remarks.

MNA

Hlaing and Maj-Gen Ye Myint, Chief Justice U Aung
Toe, Attorney-General U Aye Maung, Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation Mgj-Gen Htay Oo, Minis-
ter for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung and Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung pre-
sented certificates of Ubhato Vibangadharatitle to six
members of the Sangha each.

Secretary of the SSMNC Abhidhaja Maha
Rattha Guru Nyaungdon Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Osadhabhivamsa delivered a sermon, and Vice-Sen-
ior General Maung Aye, wife Daw Mya Mya San
and party shared merits gained. Next, the ceremony
ended with three-time recitation of Buddha Sasanam
Ciram Titthatu.

After the ceremony, Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye and wife Daw Mya Mya San together
with the congregation offered alms and provisions to
the Sayadaws. —MNA

Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thufa
Myint Maung supplicates on religious affairs.
MNA

Myanmar Women Football
team leaves for Vietham

Y ANGON, 27 May — Myanmar women football
team led by Dr Pandora Aung Gyi this morning left
hereby air for Viethamto take part in Women Footbal |
Championship 2006 of ASEAN Football Federationto
beheldinHo Chi Minh City, Vietnam from 29 May to
2 June.

There are 25 team members including Daw
Myat Myat Oo, executive of Myanmar Football Fed-
eration.

The team was seen off at Y angon International
Airport by President U Zaw Zaw of MFF and officials.

MNA
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PPE aimsto develop literary and printing works

Cash assistance, exer cise books prowded to children of staff of Information Mlnlstry

NAY Pvi Taw, 27 May — The 34th Anniversary
of Printing and Publishing Enterprise was held in
conjunction with the ceremony to provide exercise
booksand cash assistanceto children of staff for 2006-
07 academic year at the hall of the Ministry of Infor-
mation in Nay Pyi Taw this morning.

On behaf of the Minister for Information,
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung Thein delivered an
address. He said that today’ s ceremony was the anni-
versary of Printing and Publishing Enterprise aswell
as the ceremony to provide cash assistance and exer-
cise books to children of staff from departments and
enterprises under the Ministry of Information. As
PPE’saimistodevelop literary and printing works, it
is necessary to increase income of the State through
printingworks. PPE had performed thetasksto ensure
uplift of Myanmar literature by selecting and present-
ing Life-long National Literary Award, National Lit-
erary Award, Sarpay Beikman Manuscript Award and
Pakokku U Ohn Pe Life-long Literary Award to the
winners. Furthermore, the enterprise organized the
paper-reading sessions and the book fairs. Likewise,
the PPE carried out printing tasks in observing the
ceremonies to mark the significant days such as the
| ndependenoe Day, the Union Day, the Armed Forces

GsppenosB?
coa)a:cqo?coa‘ 209: 008 g:-em.ugz 20& coondd
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Deputy Minister Brig-Gen'Aung Thein presents
prize to an outstanding employee. — MNA

Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung Thein addresses the ceremony to mark 34th Anniversary of
Printing and Publishing Enterprise. — MNA

Day, and the Anniversary of the Union Solidarity and | Printing and Publishing Enterprise was extended its

Development Association, and at the National Con-
vention and offices of the government.

works by controlling the PSRD.
He praised officials for their performance in

The deputy minister continued to say that the | carrying out tasks of PPE in accordance with the

Upper Myanmar Government Press was opened in

instructions and directives. He urged outstanding fac-

Mandalay in 2004, and tasks are being undertaken. In | tories and employees to exert utmost efforts for gain-
2005, Press Scrutiny and Registration Division was | ing more achievements in coming years. In addition,
handed over to the Ministry of Information and then, ' he called on all to practise thrifty and earn double

Deputy Minister rig;G Aung Tein presents
cash assistancefor children of staff. — mna

income compared with last year. In conclusion, the
deputy minister urged them to discharge respective
duties conscientiously for enhancing the prestige of
the Ministry of Information and PPE.

Next, Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung Thein
presented Public Service Medal to the employee and
exercise books and cash assistance to children of staff
from the PPE, the Ministry of Information, Myanma
Radio and Television, Information and Public Rela-
tions Department and News and Periodicals Enter-
prise, uniformsto the employees of PPE and prizesto
outstanding factories of the enterprise.

Managing Director U Aung Nyein of PPE,
Managing Director U Soe Win of NPE and Director-
General U ChitNaing of IPRD gaveprizestooutstand-
ing trainees of the training courses and outstanding
staff.

Also present on the occasion were directors-
general and managing directors of departments and
enterprises, deputy directors-general, advisersand of -
ficids. — MNA

L ucky draw winners of
Miss Shampoo chosen

Yancon, 27 May — The choosing of lucky
draw winners of Miss Shampoo took place at Traders
Hotel yesterday.

After the entertainment of artistes, officials
chose the lucky draw winners and two GSM winners
and vocalist Sai Sai Kham Hlaing chose the Suzuki
pick-up winner and MaThan Than Sint of Mandalay
won it.

Allwinnersof MissShampoowill beannounced
in dailies and weekly journals. —MNA
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Ceremony to select lucky draw winners of Miss
Shampoo in progress at Traders Hotel. — mnA

Myanma Railways redoubles effortsfor convenience of passengers

Y ANGON, 27 May —
Myanma Railways under
theMinistry of Ral Trans-
portation launched a Nay
Pyi Taw - Pyay - Nay Pyi
Taw coach trip on 25 May
2006 so that government
employeesat Nay Pyi Taw
andlocal residentswholive
inthewest of Bago Moun-
tain Range can enjoy
smooth transport.

Deputy Minister for
Rail Transportation Thura
U Thaung Lwin and offi-
cias greeted the people

who would take the Nay

Pyi Taw - Pyay - Nay Pyi
Taw expressand presented
giftsto them at Pyinmana
station.

Later, the express
train left thereat 6 am.

Thedeputy minister
met with the officias of
Myanma Railways and
called upon them to redou-
bletheir effortsfor thecon-
venience of people.

TheNo109Nay Pyi
Taw- Pyay- Nay Pyi Taw
express train leaves Nay-
Pyi-Taw at 6 am daily and

arrives at Pyay station at
6.10 pm.

The No 110 Pyay-
Nay Pyi Taw expressleaves
Pyay station at 5 am and
arrivesat Nay Pyi Taw at 5
pm.

The Nay Pyi Taw -
Pyay- Nay Pyi Taw express
stops Lewe, Thitpotpin,
Minpyin, Satthwa, Chaung
Kauk-Toepin, Hlewin
Wun,  Aung Lan,

Htaukkyant Taing, Pyao,
Duringabo, Titut,
Shwedaga, Hmawza con-
junction.

Ticketsareavailable
inadvanceat Nay Pyi Taw
station, Y angonstationand
Pyay station at apriceof K
610.

Similarly, as of 18
May,No101Nay Pyi Taw-
Kyaukpadaung-Nay Pyi
Taw mail up trainand No

102 mail downtrainarein
operation every day.

TheNo107 Nay Pyi
Taw-BaganuptrainandNo
108 Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw
down train are running
every day.

Thanks to the run-
ning of respective trains,
local residents and passen-
gers are now enjoying
smooth transport.

MNA

Deputy Minister for Rail Tanéportétion Thura U Thaung Lwin
cordially greets passengers who will catch Express Train. — MNA
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Toyota Jidosha Kabushiki
Kaisha (also trading as
Toyota Motor Corporation)
of 1, Toyota-cho, Toyota-
shi, Aichi-ken, Japan, is the
Owner of the following Trade
Mark:-

YARIS

Reg. No. 3630/2003

in respect of "Motorcars,
buses, coaches, trucks,
motors, bodies, brakes,
engines, doors, wheels,
steering wheels, trans-
missions; all for land
vehicles".

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin

M.A., H.G.P,D.B.L.
for Toyota Jidosha
Kabushiki Kaisha
P. 0. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 28 May 2006

Forest fire
ragesin N-E
China, 146

evacuated

HaRrBIN, 26 May—Two
forest firesraging for four
days have forced the
evacuation of 146 people
in northeast China's
Heilongjiang Province,
local forestry sourcessaid
on Thursday.

Nearly 6,000 firemen
and forest rangers are
fighting against the fires
that broke out last Sunday
at Galashan Forest Farm
of Heihe City and at
Kanduhe Forest Farm at
the Greater Hinggan
Mountains.

Onehundredandtwenty
residentsinBeijiang Town
of Huma County and 26
more on Galashan Forest
Farm were evacuated on
Wednesday night, but no
injuries were reported.

The fires have aready
spread due to strong wind
and dry weather, but there
istill now no statistics on
the exact acreage of the
forest engulfed by fires,
said the provincial head-
quarters for forest fire
control.

Local government are
busy evacuating more
residentsthreatened by the
raging forest fires.

Zhang Zuoji, governor
of Heilongjiang Province,
ordered local authorities
to quickly put the fires
under control, goall outto
prevent new fires and
ensure the safety of the
local residents.

MNA/Xinhua

K azakhstan

oil piped
into China

ALATAW Pass
(Xinjiang), 26 May—
Crude oil from
Kazakhstan poured into
China on Thursday
morning through a newly
completed petroleum
pipeline linking the two
countries.

Brownish oil sprang
into a petroleum hub in
Alataw Pass, northwest
Chinas Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region, at
3:10 am Thursday, about
30hoursafter Kazakhstan
started to pump oil into
the pipeline, Customs
officersattheAlataw Pass
told Xinhua.

Technicians with the
Sino-Kazakh Oil Pipeline
Co Ltd opened the valve
on the China-Kazakhstan
border at 7:32 pm Tuesday
after instructions were
received fromtheir Kazak
counterpartsinAtasu, who
started pumping oil into
thepipelineat 8:22pmthe
same day.

Experts say con-
structionof theoil pipeline
isawin-win strategy for
both countries as it
enhances China's oil
supply and provesanideal
outletfor Kazakhstan' soil
export.

“Ithasprovided adirect
link betweenKazakhstan's
rich oil resources and
China’'s robust oil
consumer market,” said
YinJuntai, deputy general-
manager of China
Petroleum Explorationand
Development Company.

Kairgeldy Kabyldin,
vice president of
Kazakhstan National
Petroleum and Natural
GasCompany, praisedthe
oil pipeline as a “new
paradigm of cooperation”
betweenthetwo countries.

MNA/Xinhua
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USGeneral deniesurginguseof dogsininterrogations

ForT MEADE (Maryland), 26 May— US Army Major-General Geoffrey Miller, the highest ranking
officer totestify in the Abu Ghraib Prison scandal, said on Wednesday henever suggested using military
dogsin interrogations of Iraqi prisoners.

Miller was called to
testify asadefencewitness
by a military police dog
handler charged with
using his dog to abuse
prisonersat thejail outside
Baghdad, oneof anumber
of low-ranking troops

prosecuted for ill-
treatment of prison
inmates.

But Miller's testimony
appeared to undercut the
defence of Sergeant
Santos Cardona, 32, of
Fullerton, California, who
argues that he was acting
with the consent of
superior officers. He is
charged with dereliction
of duty and assaulting and
threatening I ragi detainees
withhisBelgianshepherd.

Miller is a former
commander of the
Guantanamo Prison on
Cuba, which houses
suspects caught in
President George W.
Bush's declared "war on
terrorism" and was sent to
Baghdad in 2003 to
improve intelligence
gathering from prisoners
there.

He had avoided

testifyinginpreviousAbu
Ghraib abusetrialsbut his
retirement has been held
up until he clears up
outstanding legal matters.

In about 40 minutes of
testimony Wednesday, he
deniedrecommendingthe
use of military dogs to
threaten interrogation
subjects.

“We discussed using
dogs only for control —
not for interrogation,”
Miller said under cross-
examination. Colonel
Thomas Pappas, then the

commander at Abu
Ghraib, testified that talks
with Miller about dogs
werein general terms.
“It was a general
discussion about military
working dogs, that they
were an effective tool at
Guantanamo Bay because
Arabs feared dogs,” he
said. But there was no
really specificguidancein,
‘Havethemhere, usethem
thisway.’
“Genera Miller did not
really direct anything. He
said, ‘ Thisishow wedoit

at Guantanamo Bay’,”
Pappas said.

Prosecutors called
Cardona and his
colleagues on the night
shift at Abu Ghraib
“corrupt cops’.

Ten US soldiers have
been convicted of abuse
at AbuGhraibinlate2003
andearly 2004, themonths
after Millerwassenttotry
to improve information
gathering as an lraqi
insurgency intensified
after the March, 2003
invasion.— MNA/Reuters

Blair saysBritain does not want
conflict with Iran

Lonpon, 26 May— Britain, which will soon have about 13,000 soldiers
deployedin Iraqand Afghanistan, doesnot want toadd toitsburden by starting
a conflict with Iran, Prime Minister Tony Blair hassaid.

“We don’t want a
conflictwithran, wehave
got enough on our plate
doing other things,” Blair
said in an interview with
Al Jazeera Television, the
transcript of which was
distributedby Blair’ soffice
on Thursday.

The United States and
some Western nations
believe the Islamic

Republic intends to
develop an atomic bomb
although Iran, theworld's
fourthbiggest oil producer,
says it needs nuclear
technology to meet its
booming energy demand.

Washington says it
wants to resolve the crisis
diplomatically but has not
ruled out military action
while Britain, President

Iran ready to offer electricity to Pakistan

|sLAMABAD, 26 May— Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki said
Wednesday that Iranisready toprovide100megawattselectricity toPakistani
southwester n port of Gwadar and to open a bank branch of itsnational bank

in Karachi.

Speakingat theopening
of the 16th Pakistan-Iran
Joint Economic
Commission (JEC) in
Islamabad, the Iranian
ForeignMinister calledfor
enhancingtradeandinter-
bank relations, improving
port, rail and road
connectivity between
Pakistan and Iran, a

statement said.

Mottaki said trade
betweenthetwo countries
canbeenhanced manifold
by taking various mea-
suresincluding avoidance
of double taxation and
tariff reduction besides
controllingsmugglingand
enhancing security
cooperation.

Both countries have
great potential to expand
their cooperation in
variousfieldsbut havenot
yet been redlized so far,
said Dr Salman Shah,
AdvisertoPakistani Prime
Minister on Finance, who
is leading Pakistani
delegation at the meeting.

MNA/Xinhua

George W Bush’'s main
aly in 2003's US-led
invasionof Irag, saysthere
isno intention to strike.
Blair insisted, however,
that Iran comply with
international demands to
stop its sensitive nuclear
work. “If Iran goes out of
its way... to breach its
international obligations,
of coursetheinternational
community through the
UN Security Council has
gottotakeuptheissue,” he
said in theinterview.
Bush and Blair have

seen their popularity dive
as aresult of the Irag war
and its violent aftermath
and there are worries in
Britain that the Army is
being stretched.

“Nobody is targeting
Iran,” Blair said. “People
aresimply worriedbecause
they appear tobeinbreach
of their nuclear obligations
and because they are
supporting terrorism
around the Middle East.”

He said Teheran was
making a mistake in
thinking the United States
and its alies were “out to
get Iran”.

“We are not, we just
want them to stop
supporting terrorism and
to stop meddling in the
affairs of acountry that is
now governed under aUN
process and with a
multinational forcethatis
therewith UN support.”

MNA/Reuters
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Report saystropical timber isbetter
protected, not safe

L onpon, 26 May — Developing nations have got far better at protecting rain
forestsover thepast two decadesbut arealongway short of doing enough to save
thecrucial global resource, anew report said on Thur sday.

While the area of
tropical timber under
sustainable management
has surged to 36 million
hectaresfrom|lessthan one
million in 1988, that
represents less than 5 per
cent of all tropical forests,
the Internationa Tropica
Timber Organization
(ITTO) said.

Rain forest under
sustainablemanagementis
roughly the size of
Germany,butanareaathird
of that magnitude is being
clearedeachyearfortimber
orcrops, thel TTOsaidina
report that took four years
to compile. “This report
says much has been done
but much more needsto be
done. Itisgood newsbut it
is very fragile” co-author

Duncan Pooresaid. “Itisa
starting point. It shows
where things ought to go.
But thereis no knowing if
they will.”

Poorepraised Maaysia
for its long-standing legal
framework for managing
forestsinasustainableway
and said Bolivia, Peru,
Congo Republic, Gabon
and Ghanahad made good
progress. But he said there
was a large discrepancy
between management
plans and management
practice that sometimes
alowed illegal logging to
lay waste large areas of
pristine forest.

“There hasbeen ahuge
increase in the amount of
illegal logging — which
undermines the price of

timber that is legdly and
sustainably logged,” Poore
told Reutersinaninterview.
The Japan-besed ITTO,
theworld’ smaininternetional
agency tasked with ensuring
thesugtainablemanagement,
use of and trade in tropica
timber, saiditsreport wasthe
most  thorough ever
undertaken. The report,
“Status of Tropical Forest
Management2005”, called
for all nationswith tropical
forests to table plans for
sustainable management,
then implement and police
them.— MNA/Reuters

" 42 e .’-'l‘___
A worker passestherails of the Sh

angaj sector of the Beljing-Shanghai

electronicrailwayin Shanghai, east China, on 26 May, 2006. Theel ectrization
of the Bejing-Shanghai Railway will be completed soon. The 1,453
kilometrelongrailwayisexpectedtogointofull operation from 1 Julywhile
the average speed will reach 200 kilometre per hour.—INTERNET

South African Air Force

armed with new fighters

JOHANNESBURG, 26 May — The South African Air
Force(SAAF) received thefir st Hawk MK 120fighter

aircraft on Wednesday.

SAAF Brigadier-
General Philip Willcock
saidthat acompletefleet of
the24arcraftwasexpected
mid-2007.

South Africa ordered
theaircraftfromtheBritish
company, BAE Systems,
in1999aswell as28Gripen
fighters to equip the Air
Force with a modern,
flexible and cost-effective
jetfleet. TheHawkaircraft
areuniqueintheir ability to
have their cockpit

configuredtorepresentany
modern front-line fighter.
They are an updated

version of Hawk 100 series
incorporatingchangestothe
avionics suite and
associated aircraft systems
originally developed by
BAESystemsfortheRoya
Australian Air Force's
Hawk.

The aircraft are fitted
with powerful Royce-
Royce/Turbomecaengines
and arebeing assembled at
Denel’s aircraft factory in
Kempton Park.

Willcock said pilots
were currently undergoing
training to operate the
aircraft. — MNA/Xinhua

China establishes annual
“Cultural Heritage Day”

BewinG, 16 May— The Chinese Government
has established an national “Cultural Heritage
Day” to be celebrated annually on the second
Saturday of June, Culture Minister Sun Jiazheng

said here Thursday.

Sun said the first
“Cultural Heritage Day”
wouldfal on10June, with
the theme “Protecting
cultural heritage and
safeguarding the spiritua
homeland”.

“The celebration will
include a series of
performances and
exhibitions,” Sun said.

It would feature an
exhibition of ancient
Chinese books and a
selection of the best folk
art.The State Admini-
stration of Culture
Heritagewould undertake
a nationwide review of
cultural heritageprotection
work, while the National
Library and Academy of

Socia Scienceswouldhost
seminars and forums and
offer advice to the public
on cultural heritage.
Suncalledonmuseums,
memoria halls and relic
sites at al levels to open
free to public on the first
“Cultural Heritage Day”.
He said Chinese
legidation included more
than 30 laws and
regulations on cultural
heritage protection in
whichthegovernment had
invested 7.89 billion yuan
(900 million US dollars)
over the last five years.
People from al walks of
lifehad cometorealizeits
importance.
MNA/Xinhua

Singaporeans urged to keep

vigilant against dengue
SINGAPORE, 26, May — Singapore's National
Environment Agency (NEA) on Thur sday reminded
thepublictokeep vigilant against dengue, adisease
which killed 19 people here last year.

The NEA sad in a
statement that it will
distribute household kits
on dengue to al the 1.11
millionfamiliesinthecity
state in these few weeks,
aiming to urge the public
to carry out the daily 10-
minute, 5-step check to
get rid of mosquito
breading spots in their
homes.

The agency also
provides families which
plan to travel abroad
during the school holiday
in June with mosquito-
proofing tips such as
covering thetoilet bowls,
gully and floor traps and
clearing stagnant water in
pails and vases before

leaving for vacation.

A total of 171 dengue
caseswerereportedinthe
first three weeks of May,
much lower than the 449
cases recorded during the
same period of last year,
theNEA said, butwarning
that the weekly number is
on an upward trend.

It added that
nationwide search and
clearance of mosquito
breeding sites will
continue in the next few
monthswhen the weather
is getting hot here,
providing a favourable
conditionfor thebreeding
of the Aedes mosquitoes
which are carriers of the
denguevirus.

MNA/Xinhua

Models show car " Povos"
by China FAW Group

ﬁ Corporation during the

Seventh Hangzhou

I nternational Automobile
Exhibition in Hangzhou,
capital of east China's
Zhejiang Province, on 18

May, 2006. More than 200

car enterprisestook part in

the exhibition, opened on

~

18 May.

INTERNET

Pakistan, Iran to increase
€co cooper ation, bilateral trade

| sLAmMABAD, 26 May— Pakistan and Iran have agreed toincrease economic
cooperation and the level of bilateral trade.

Thetwo countriessigned
twoprotocolshereThursday,
one memorandum of
understanding of the 16th
sesson of the Pakigtan-ran
JointEconomicCommission
andanothermemorandumof
understanding  to fadlitate
the implementation of an
inter-governmental agree-
ment on Customs coope-
ration.

Pakistani PrimeMinister
Shaukat Aziz and visting
Iranian FirstVice-President
Parviz Davoudi witnessed
the signing ceremony after

comprehensivetalks.

Thetwo leadershad one
toonemestingfor50minutes
followedby delegationlevel
talks covering al facets of
bilateral relations and
regional and internationa
issues. Later, talking to
newsmen, Aziz sad that
the two countries were
looking for several
corridorstotaketheir multi-
dimensiona cooperationto
new heights.

He said that they had
already finalized the
preferential trade

arrangement to promote
trade. “We are also
working on fast track
mechanism to increase the
volume of trade between
thetwo countries,” hesaid.
Aziz said that the two
countries were now
focusing on trade corridor,
transportation corridor
covering air, rail and road
links; investment corridor
and energy corridor. They
have aso agreed to open
border marketsto promote
regional andbilateral trade.
MNA/Xinhua
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Simon Masba (L) from Police of Ugandatries

to get the ball from Mike Barasa of Ulinz
Kenyain their semi-final match at the Central
and East African Club Soccer Championship
in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, on 26 May, 2006.
Police of Uganda won 2-0.—XiNHUA

Rangerssign Sweden
defender Karl Svensson

GLascow, 27 May— Rangers have signed Sweden
defender Karl Svensson from IFK Gothenburg on a
three-year deal, the Scottish Premier League club said
on Friday. Svensson, whoisin his country's squad for
theWorld Cupin Germany, said: "I'mdelightedtojoin
agreat club like Glasgow Rangers and thisisthe next
step for mein my career.

"I loved my time at IFK Gothenburg but thisis a
wonderful chancefor metoimproveand progressasa
player." Rangers new manager Paul Le Guen added:
"Karl isaterrifictalent and I'm delighted hehasagreed
to join me at Rangers.

"Heisastrong, powerful central defender and | ook
forward to working with him. Beforethat wewish him
and (Czech midfielder) Libor Sionko every successin
the World Cup." Sionko, 29, was Le Guen's first big
signing for Rangers when hejoined on afree transfer
from Austria Viennathis month. Heis on standby for
theCzech Republic'sWorld Cup squad —MNA/Reuters

Woman pitch invader hugs Ronaldinho

WEecals (Switzerland), 27 May — A Brazilian woman ran onto the pitch and hugged striker
Ronaldinhoastheworld championsfinished atraining session, watched by around 5,000 fans, on Friday.

At least four other fans
followedher ontothefield,
raising worries about se-
curity and underlining the
concerns about the carni-
val-likeatmospherewhich

has been created around
the world champions in
the small Swiss village.
Brazil'splayershadfin-
ished an attack-versus-
defencepracticeandwere

doingstretching exercises
on the ground when the
incidents happened.

The blonde-haired
woman jumped the fence
around the field and ap-

peared to land a kiss on
the World Player of the
Year Brazil striker
Robinho jokingly threw a
mattress over the pair.
Ronaldinho appeared

Everton bid for striker Johnson
accepted by Palace

L onpon, 27 M ay— Everton haver eached agr eement with Crystal Palacefor
thepossibletransfer of England striker Andrew Johnson, theM er seysideclub

said on Friday.

They have finalized a
deal which could see 25-
year-old Johnson, consid-
ered the best English
striker outsidethe Premier
League, become
Everton’ s record signing.

British media said
Evertonhadjoinedfellow
top flight teams Wigan
Athletic and Bolton Wan-
derersin making a bid of
8.5million pounds(15.89
millionUSdollars) forthe

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
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ACROSS

1 Regretted

3 Abode

9 Brink

10 Republic in North
Africa

11 Allow

13 Dispersed

14 Seldom

16 Plan

18 Firt

20 Pull

22 Living

23 Pair

25 Grieved

26 Eager

DOWN

1 Make merry

2Sin

4 Notwithstanding

5 Outrageously foolish
6 Rebel

7 Spanish nobleman

8 Minus

12 Very frightened

14 Iterates
15Unauthoriseddisclosure
17 Stick

19 Gown

21 Fresh

24 Chopper

to take it as a joke and
even waved goodbye to
thewoman asshewasled
away. A security official
said that five people were
arrested and taken away
by policefor questioning.
He said that one appeared
to be drunk and bit a po-
liceman.— MNA/Reuters

prolific forward.
Johnson, whoscored 15
goalsin 34 league games

South K orea beat
Bosnia 2-0 in warm-up

SeouL 27 May — South Korea, strengthened by the
return of their Europe-based players, beat Bosnia 2-0
in aWorld Cup warmup match on Friday.

Seol Ki-hyeon opened the scoring for the homeside
in the 50th minute, heading in from close range after
Bosnia keeper Romeo Mitrovic could only half-clear
an effort by Ahn Jung-hwan.

Cho Jae-jin made certain of victory by blastingina
second from the edge of the areain the 90th minute, to
thedelight of most of the 64,836 spectatorsinthe Seoul
World Cup stadium.

"I think it was avery effective game," South Korea
coach Dick Advocaat told a news conference.

The Dutchman had brought back his European
players, including England-based duo Park Ji-sung
and Lee Young-pyo, after his team had struggled at
times to impose themselves in their last warm-up
match against Senegal.

"I am very happy that our team kept the confidence
after 0-0 at halftime", he added.

Bosnialooked dangerous on the break aided by the
trickery on the left of Admir Vladavic, who forced a
good save from South Korea keeper Lee Woon-jaein
the24th minute, but appeared tofall off thepacealittle
in the second half.

"We controlled the game for almost 75 minutes’,
Advocaat said, adding that he thought midfielder Lee
Eul-yong, who plays for Turkish side Trabzonspor,
was the best player on the pitch.

Lee Chun-soo also had a good match, constantly
hustling the European side before being substituted by
young striker Park Chu-young.

South Korea, who were held 1-1 by Senegal on
Tuesday, now travel to Europe for fina warm-up
matches against Ghana and Norway.

"The mgjority of the team we know, but | can't say
I know all 11 players", said Advocaat, who declined to
answer a question about the possibility of areturn to
clubfootball after theWorld Cup, apart fromsaying he
had options— MNA/Reuters

intheSecondDivisionlast
season, met Wigan man-
ager Paul Jewell on Fri-
day and Bolton's Sam
Allardyce also wants to

hold talks.
However, Johnson is | said on Friday.
thought to favour amove |  The23-year-old madeabigimpact at

to Everton and Friday's
agreement between the
clubs on a fee means he
can now formally open
talksabout personal terms.
Johnson, who is on
England’ sstandby list for
the World Cup finas in
Germany, is expected to
travel to Merseyside
within the next 24 hours,
the Everton website
said— MNA/Reuters

Cup after finishing fifth.

rivals Arsenal.

Spurs with his 11 league goals in 24
games last season helping the north
London club to qualify for the UEFA

It was their highest league placing
since 1990 and they only just missed out
onaChampionsL eaguequalifying spot
on the final day of the season to arch-

Mido, who has also played for
Zamalek, Gent, Ajax Amsterdam, Celta
Vigo and Olympique Marseille, hit the
headlineswhen hewasbanned by Egypt

Egypt striker Mido returnsto Roma
from Tottenham

Lonpbon, 27 May — Egypt striker Mido isreturning to Roma after an 18-
month loan period at Tottenham Hotspur, the English Premier League club

in February from playing for hiscountry
for six months after atouchlinerow with
his coach at the African Nations Cup.

Tottenham also said their Ireland full
back Stephen Kelly, who was expected
to leave the club, will stay after Spurs
took up an option to extend his contract
by afurther year.

Kelly, who made hisdebut for Ireland
against Chile on Wednesday, has made
43 first team appearances.

Spurs added that they have released
central defendersGoranBunjevcevicand
Noureddine Naybet. — MNA/Reuters

Morientesagreesmoveto Valencia

Maprip, 27 May— Liverpool striker Fernando
Morientes has agreed personal terms and athree-year
contract with Valencia, the PrimeraLigaclub said on
their website on Friday.

Liverpool had said on Thursday that the Spanish
international had joined Vaencia for an undisclosed
fee, but earlier on Friday Valencia's sports director
Amedeo Carboni said an agreement had not yet been
reached with the player.

The 30-year-old struggled to find his feet at Liver-
pool after joining from Real Madrid in January 2005,
scoring 12 goasin 61 games.

Valencia, who finished third in the PrimeraLigain
the season just ended, have made it clear they were
looking for another striker to partner leading scorer
David Villafor next season.— MNA/Reuters

A visitor to a shopping mall walks past a seven-
foot-high model of a soccer ball, on display to
promote the upcoming World Cup Soccer 2006 in
Germany, during a promotion for
the event in Hong Kong recently.—INTERNET
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Pakistan, Iran to set up joint investment company

IsLamaBAD, 27 May
—Pakistan and Iran on
Thursday decided to es-
tablish ajoint investment
company in Karachi with
acapital of 25millionUS
dollars to promote trade
and economic relations
between the two coun-
tries, the Pakistan news
agency APP reported.

Pakistani Foreign
Minister Khurshid
Mahmood Kasuri and his
Iranian  counterpart
Manouchehr M ottaki
took the decision during
ameeting here at thefor-
eign office.

The Iranian Foreign
Minister conveyed his
country's determination
tojoin Pakistanin the ex-
pansion of the road and
railway infrastructurebe-
tween the two countries.
He said that Iran had de-
cidedtoestablishabranch
of Iranian Melli Bank in
Karachi, the APP said.

Thetwoforeignmin-
istersal sodiscussed other
aspects of bilateral rela-
tions and reviewed re-

gional developments, in-
cluding the situation in
Iraq and Afghanistan, as
well asother international
issuesof mutual concern.

They discussed fur-
ther measuresto promote
regional cooperation
within the Economic Co-
operation Organization
(ECO), of which both
countries are founding
members.

Mottaki also told
Kasuri the Iranian deci-
sion to ratify the Prefer-

ential Trade Agreement
(PTA), whichwassigned
by the two countries in
2005.

The PTA will con-
tributeto expansion of bi-
lateral trade and enable
thetwo countriesto meet
the target of one billion
US dollars in annual
turnover.

Kasuri reiterated that
Pakistan'sestablished po-
sition, sayingthat thelra-
nian nuclear issue should
be resolved through dip-

lomatic means alone. He
added that resort to coer-
cive methodswould only
endanger regional secu-
rity and stability.

Kasuri underlined the
need for flexibility by al
sidestoachieveamutually
acceptable solution to the
issue. The Iranian minis-
ter isleading a delegation
to attend the 16th session
of the Iran-Pakistan Joint
Economic Commissionin
|slamabad.

MNA/Xinhua
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A tourist looks at Buddh'iLSt statues in the Sisaket Museum in Vientiane,
recently. Officials hope destinations such as the museum will lure more
tourists to feed the developing of Loas.—INTERNET
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[ “WEATHER ]

Saturday, 27 May, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours, the Southwest
monsoon is advancing into the Northern Myanmar
area. Weather has been partly cloudy in Kayah and
Kayin States, rain or thundershowers have been iso-
lated in Mon State, Mandalay and Magway Divisions,
scattered in Shan, Chin and Rakhine States, Bago,
Yangon and Ayeyarwady Divisions and fairly wide-
spread to widespread in theremaining States and Divi-
sions with localy heavyfal in Rakhine State. The
noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded were
Maungdaw (4.92) inches, Kyauktaw (4.17) inches,
Mawlaik (2.83) inches, Hkamti (2.25) inches, Pathein
(2.20) inches and Chauk (0.59) inch.

Maximumtemperatureon 26-5-2006 was90°F.
Minimum temperature on 27-5-2006 was69°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours M ST on 27-5-2006 was
(85%). Total sunshine hours on 26-5-2006 was (5.4)
hours approx.

Rainfalls on 27-5-2006 were (Tr) at
Mingaladon, (Nil) at Kaba-Aye and (0.04) inch at
Central Yangon. Total rainfalls since 1-1-2006 were
(14.21) inchesat Mingaladon, (17.60) inchesat Kaba-
Ayeand (19.06) inchesat Central Y angon. Maximum
wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (14) mph
from South at (13:35) hours MST on 26-5-2006.

Bay inference: MonsoonisstrongintheNorth
and Central Bay and moderate el sewherein the Bay of
Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 28-5-2006:
Rain or thundershowerswill bewidespreadinKachin
and Rakhine States and upper Sagaing Division, scat-
teredin Chinand Northern Shan Statesandisolatedin
the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (80%).
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Before the ceremony, the State Orchestra
Troupe played music while officials ushered the
Sayadaws into the designated places through the
passage. The congregation paid homage to the
Sayadaws. The ceremony was opened with three-
time recitation of Namo Tassa. A total of 108 bells
were struck nine times.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and wife Daw
Mya Mya San together with the congregation took
the Five Precepts from Chairman of the Examina-
tion Mawlamyine Webyan Monastery Presiding
Nayaka Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Abhidhaja Agga Maha Saddhammajotika Bhaddanta
Vijayabhivamsa.

Chairman Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kumara gave
Saraniya Ovadakatha.

Next, Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung supplicated on religious affairs.
He said that the Tipitakadhara Tipitakakovida
Selection Examination has been held yearly since
1948. The examination lasts 33 days each.
Tipitakadhara  Tipitakakovida  Sayadaws

(See page 8)
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L Vice-Senior General Maung Aye presents Mula Arbhidhammika title to a Sayadaw. J
MNA
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73 members of the Sangha passed the 58th Tipitakadhara\
Tipitakakovida Selection Examination held from the last
week of December 2005 to January 2006

p

INSIDE

In accordance with market
economy, thegovernment hasbeen
organizing more national
entrepreneursandlocal peoplefor
sown acreage extension and
enablingthemtoget accesstomore
financial andtechnical assistance.
From 31 March 2004 to date, the
government has issued loans of
over K 4.4 billion to national
entrepreneurs and companies for
their farms and factories.
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Kyi Tin (MPCE)

Prime Weather Forecast for
Minister (28- o> 2006)
General

Nay Pyi Taw & neighbouring areas
Likelihood of isolated rain. Degree of

presents certainty is (60%).
Digha .
Yan i i
Nikaya- gon & rjelghbourmg are.as
) One or two rain. Degree of certainty
kovida is (80%).
titteto a e
| Sayadaw. Mandalay and neighbouring areas

Likelihood of isolated rain. Degree of

MNA certainty is (60%).
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