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]| True patriotism i
: * [tisvery important for everyone of the nation regardless of :
: the place he lives to have strong Union Spirit. :
B * Only Union Spirit isthe true patriotism all the nationalities
§  will have to safeguard. -
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Tax-free markets
INn townshipsinspected

Y AnGON, 23 May — Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence, Chairman of Yangon Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of
'Y angon Command Brig-Gen HlaHtay Win, Chairman
of Y angon City Devel opment CommitteeMayor Brig-
Gen Aung Thein Lin, Vice-Mayor Col Maung Paand
officialsinspected tax-free markets herethismorning.

Onarrival at thetax-freemarket near Hti Hlaing
Shin Housing in Hlinethaya, Lt-Gen Myint Swe was

welcomed by the commander, themayor and officials.
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Lt-Gen Myint Swe inspects a tax-free market in Dagon Myothit (North) Township. — mMNA

They visited tax-free markets in Shwepyitha
and Dagon Myothit (North and South) and inspected
shopsof theMinistry of Industry-1and theMinistry of
Energy, Y CDC, regiments and units of Y angon Com-
mand, District and Township Peaceand Devel opment
Councilsand companies, Central Sanpya Fish Market
and Myanmar Rice Merchants Association, Oil Mer-
chantsand Entrepreneurs A ssociation and saleof com-
modities.

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergenceof anew enduring StateCon-
stitution

* Building of a new modern developed na-
tion in accor d with the new State Consti-
tution

~ Four economic objectives

* Development of agricultureasthebaseand
all-round development of other sectors of
the economy aswell

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system

* Development of theeconomy invitingpar -
ticipation in termsof technical know-how
and investments from sour ces inside the
country and abroad

* Theinitiativetoshapethenational economy
must bekeptinthehandsof theStateand the
national peoples

~ Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national charac-
ter

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Weather Forecast for (24-5-2006)

Nay Pyi Taw & neighbouring areas

Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (60%).

Yangon & neighbouring areas

Some rain or thundershowers which may be
heavy at times. Degree of certainty is (80%).

Mandalay and neighbouring areas
Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (60%).

libraries.
Pace 7
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* Up to 17 May 2006, a total of 54,177 self-reliant village libraries have been
established across the country.
* Successful establishment of self-reliant librariesin the villages inrural areasis
makingremar kablecontributiontowar dsthedrivefor transfor mingtheM yanmar
society into a life-long learning one. And Myanmar has become a nation of

Moe HTeT MYINT (DELTA REGION)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Continue carrying out the
nation-building work

Emergence of the State Constitution is
the duty of all citizens of Myanmar. The Union
Solidarity and Development Association, on
its part, is actively carrying out its lot for the
successful execution of that national duty.

The Union Solidarity and Development
Association isamajor national force. It ispar-
ticipating in the nation-building work with the
national spirit and Union Spirit. At the same
time, it constantly remains vigilant to ward
off any danger that could jeopardize peace
and stability and successful realization of a
modern and developed nation.

Members of the Union Solidarity and
Development Association are being trained in
order that they can become human resources
who have the right way of thinking and keep
things in perspective. Training courses and
seminarsfor USDA members are designed for
honing their skills and abilities and strength-
ening their convictions.

The courses deal with management, na-
tional politics, national security and defence
and national development. Only if the mem-
bers of the association at different levels are
highly-qualified will the fulfilment of the As-
sociation’s visions and realization of itsfuture
work programme be possible.

Members of the associations at lower lev-
elsarerequired to follow the leader ship of the
associations at higher levels. Only then will all
the membersbe ableto work together in unity
and unison for achievement of their ambition.

It is with the concerted efforts of the
government, the people and the Tatmadaw
that a peaceful and developed nation is being
built. The entire national people including the
USDA members constitute a major force in
thisnational endeavour. We believe that mem-
bers of the associations at different levels, fol-
lowing the correct leadership, will continue
carrying out the nation-building work.

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Ministry of Rail Transportation holds

Nay Pyi Taw, 23 May—The Ministry of Rail
Transportation held its work coordination meeting at
the meeting hall of the ministry here yesterday morn-
ing with an address by Minister for Rail Transporta-
tion Mg-Gen Aung Min.

Also present at the meeting were Deputy
Ministers for Rail Transportation Thura U Thaung
Lwin and U Pe Than, directors-general and manag-
ing directors of departments and enterprises under
the ministry, departmental officials, state level offi-
cials and others.

In his address, Minister Mg-Gen Aung Min
said that the Ministry of Rail Transportation is tak-
ing steps for the convenience of passengers and
commodity transport. With a view to ensuring the
smooth flow of commodities, specia cargo trains

wor k coordination meeting

Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min addresses the
work coordination meeting of Ministry of
Rail Transportation. — MNA

are being run across the nation.

The minister stressed the need for Road Trans-
port Administration Department and Transport Plan-
ning Department to make relentless efforts for ex-
ceeding the target of the ministry.

Next, Deputy Ministers ThuraU Thaung Lwin
and U Pe Than assessed the work done.

Afterwards, directors-general and managing
directors of departments and enterprises took part in
the discussions.

The meeting came to an end with the conclud-
ing remarks by Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min—MNA

Two companies present FP
diesel engine parts
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YanGon, 23 May
At the Summit
Parkview Hotel here this
morning was a presenta-
tion of FP diesel engine
parts organized by MV
Associates Co Ltd and
Federal Mogul Corpora-
tion.

In his three-part
presentation, Mr Augus-
tino Sarrentino, Asia Pa-
cific Sales Director of
Federal Mogul Corpora-
tion, said that the FP
partsinclude pistons, lin-
ers, gaskets, rings, bear-
ings and valves for Cat-
erpillar Cummins, Detroit
Diesel, International,
John Deere, Komatsu,

-

Mr Augustino
Sorrentino. — MNA

Mack Waukesha, White
Superior Engine used in
operating excavators,
dumper trucks, genera-
tors and other heavy
machines, and ship en-
gines.

MV Associates Co
Ltd is the sole distributor
of FP diesel engine parts
in Myanmar, he said. In
addition, the company is
distributing Champion
Spark Plugs, Beral Clutch
Discs, AE engine compo-
nents, Payen oil sales,
National oil sales, SKF
Rolling Bearings, main-
tenance  equipment,
Optibelt, TRW-Lucas,
Petronas lubricants and
Militec-1 metal condi-
tioners as the sole agent,
he said.

The distributor
company islocated at 216,
Bogyoke Street,
Botahtaung Township,
Yangon, (Ph: 392502,
392503, 392588, 392823).
The ceremony opened
with an introductory by
CEO U Ye Htut of MV
Associates Co Ltd—MNA

USDA CEC member gives

lecture on national policy

YanGoNn, 23 May — Central Executive Com-
mittee member of Union Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association, Deputy Minister for Information
U Thein Sein, today gave lecture on national policy
and development of the State at No 23 Basic Organ-
izing Course organized by South Okkalapa Town-
ship USDA.

A total of 102 trainees are attending the
course—MNA

Nurse Aid Course to be opened

in Jivitadana Sangha Hospital

Yancon, 23 May — A Nurse Aid Course will
be opened at Jivitadana Sangha Hospital in a bid to
improve the qualification for nursing at the hospital.

Anyone who passed 10th grade and aged
between 18 and 25 (man, single) is eligible to attend
the course and can register at the hospital not later
than 10 June. After the course, the trainees will be
appointed as assistant nurses at the hospital.

More information are available at 10-
558434,541795,545782.—MNA

Funfair for monastic education
school’s funds on 2 and 3 June

Y anGoNn, 23 May—Funfair towards the funds
of the monastic education school in Hlaingthaya to
be built by Ven Mok Tak, Chairman of Korea
Myanmar Friendship Interchange Association will
be held at Karaweik Palace from 4 to 7 pm on 2
June and from 9 am to 7 pm on 3 June—MNA
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A Shanghai girl named Xu Yan gobbles up 10 puffsin three minutes and 58
secondsin an eating contest in the city recently. Sixty contestants took part in
the event, with 28 getting through to the semi-final to be held
on 20 May 2006.—I NTERNET
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Syria condemns EU for interferingin

domestic affairs

Damascus, 22 May —
Syrian Foreign Ministry
summonedrepresentativeof
the European Union on
Saturday to protest againgt
interference in its interna
affairsaftertheEU criticized
Syria’'s crackdown on
dissidents theofficia SANA
news agency reported.
TheEU urged Damascus
on Friday to release al

political prisonersincluding
activists who demanded
mendingtieswithL ebanon.
“The EU announcement
constitutes unacceptable
interference in Syrian
internal affairs,” a Foreign
Ministry statement said.
“The (arrests) issueliesin
the domain of Syrian
sovereignty, whichincludes
protecting the population

and applying the country's
legdl code.”

Syria rejected on 17
May a UN Security
Council resolution caling
onSyriatoestablishformal
diplomatic ties with
Lebanon and demarcate
the countries’ common
border, terming it as
interference’.

MNA/Xinhua

| nnocent Britions branded as
criminals dueto mix-up

L onpbon, 22 May —T he British government, already under pressureover a seriesof blundersin its
immigration and prison services, has confirmed it wrongly branded around 1,500 innocent people as

criminals dueto a computer mix-up.

It saidthe Criminal RecordsBureau (CRB), which
carriesout checkson peoplewho have applied for jobs
working with children or vulnerable adults, had
confused theinnocent peoplewith convicted criminals
because they had similar or identical names.

The names were stored on a police database.

Thecaseisthelatest in aseriesof embarrassments
for Prime Minister Tony Blair and his beleaguered
Home Office (Interior Ministry), which oversees the
CRB. “We make no apology for erring on the side of
caution. Wearetalking about the protection of children
and vulnerable adults,” a Home Office spokesman
said. Last month, the Home Office admitted it had
allowed morethan 1,000foreign prisonerstowalk free
from British jails when they should have been
considered for deportation.

Home Secretary Charles Clarke was sacked in a
reshuffleshortly after thefiasco and has been replaced
by John Reid.

The ministry is also looking into alegations a
handful of illegal immigrantsworked for several years
as cleaners at the offices of the Immigration and
Nationality Directorate, also overseen by the Home
Office. And on Saturday the ministry said it had
suspended an immigration officer from hisjob after a
newspaper alleged he offered to help an 18-year-old
Zimbabwean woman with her asylum application in
exchange for sex. Blair, coming under increasing
pressure to name a date for his departure after nine
yearsin office, has vowed to sort the problems out.

The Home Office described the CRB incidentsas
“mismatches’ rather than mistakes, and defended the
bureau’ s actions.

“Thesecasesareclearly regrettable, but represent
atiny proportion of cases— 0.03 per cent of the nine
million disclosures issued by the CRB since it began
operating in March 2002,” the spokesman said.

MNA/Reuters

Pakistan, I ran discuss

project of gas pipeline

IsLAMABAD, 22 May—
Pakistani and Iranian
experts on Sunday
concludedtheir first round
of talks on the multi-
billion- dollar gaspipeline
inldlamabad anddiscussed
its“technical, financia and
legal aspects’, officias
said. “The meeting aso
cons deredtheissuesof gas
salesandpurchasepricing,
project structuring and
feasibility study of the
project,” according to a

statement issued by
Pakistan Petroleum
Ministry.

Iranian Deputy Oil
Minister MuhammadHadi
Nejad Hosseinian and
Pakistan Secretary
Petroleum Ahmed Wagar
led their delegations
respectively at the eighth
meeting of the Iran-
Pakistan bilateral working
group.A two-day trilateral
working group meeting of
thelran-Pakistan- Indiagas
pipeineprojectwill beheld
on Monday, the statement

said.

It is the second expert
level meetinginlessthana
month to review progress
on the project to involve
7.1 billion US dollars.

Pakistan sent adraft gas
pricing formula to Iran
based on its domestic gas
pricingmechanismandthe
two sides discussed the

formula in the talks on
Sunday. If the project be
implemented, the 2,670-
kilometre-pipeline will
have 1,115 kilometres in
Iran, 705 kilometres in
Pakistan and 850
kilometres in India, the
statement said, adding
that despite extensive
discussionsontheproject,

the United States has not
given up its opposition to
the project.

But Pakistani Prime
Minister Shaukat Azizsaid
on Saturday that Pakistan
would go ahead with the
gas pipeline project and
that the project was likely
to be finalized this year.

MNA/Xinhua

The 499-foot cooling tower at the Trojan Nuclear
Plant in Rainier, Oregon isimploded 21 May, 2006.
Portland General Electric’sfacility located 42 miles
North of Portland on the Columbia River isthefirst
large-scale commercial nuclear plant to be
decommissionedin theUnited States. Theimplosion
of the 41,000 tons of concrete and steel took only 10
seconds and 2,800 pounds of dynamite. The tower
provided water cooling for electricity production in
the region from 1976-1993. —INTERNET

A miner walks between mounds of coal waiting to be p}ocessed ataminein

China. Asmany as 57 coal minerswere feared trapped in a flooded pit in
northern China and several managerial staff were arrested for trying to cover
up the disaster, state media said.—INTERNET

Annan namespinetreeat E China's

renowned Huangshan Mountain

Beling, 22 May— Visiting UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan on Sunday named a pine tree "Umbrella
Pine" on Mount Huangshan, a famous tourist site in
East China. Annantoured Mount Huangshan, aWorld
Cultural and Natural Heritagesite, and thenearby Xidi
Village, a well-preserved ancient village and aso a
World Cultural Heritage site.

There are tens of thousands of pine trees on Mount
Huangshan, according to thetour guideaccompanying
Annan. However, only afew of them havebeen named.

Annan stopped at a pine tree shaped like an open
umbrellaalong themountain path and asked whether it
could be named “UmbrellaPine”. — MNA/Xinhua

Death toll risesto 13in
Baghdad restaurant attack

BAacHDAD, 22 May—The desath toll has risen to at
least 13 in abomb attack in a Baghdad restaurant on
Sunday, which also wounded 18 others, an Interior
Ministry source said.

“Our latest reports said that we have 13 people
killed and 18 otherswoundedinthe powerful blastinto
the Saffar Restaurant in Karada District,” the source
told Xinhuaon condition of anonymity.— MNA/Xinhua
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British standardswatchdog slams

Blair over Sleazerow

Lonpon, 22 May —
PrimeMinister Tony Blair,
caught upinarow over the
alleged sde of peerages,
hasmadea“major error of
judgement” by ignoringthe
importance of upholding
standards, Britain' sdeaze
watchdog said on Sunday.
Sir Alistair Graham,
chairmanof thecommittee
onstandardsin publiclife,
told The Sunday Times
newspaper Blair treated
standardsasa“ peripheral,
minor issue, not worthy of
serious consideration”.
Blair swept to power in
1997 promising to be
“whiter thanwhite” after a
string of sleazeallegations
damaged the previous
Conservativegovernment.
But the Prime Minister
andhisLabour government
have been damaged in
recentmonthsby the“loans
for peerages’ row. Police

are investigating accusa-
tions that Blair's office
nominated several
millionaires for seats in
the House of Lords —
Parliament’s unelected
Upper Chamber—inreturn
for loans to Labour or
funding for new schools.

A 1925 law made it
illegal to sell seats in the
Lords. Labour denies the
allegations. Graham, who
was appointed by Blair to
oversee the behaviour of
politicians, said the row
had damaged the whole
government. “Opinion
polls (show) the public
think thisgovernmentisas
seazy asthelast,” hetold
the paper. “He (Blair) has
paid a heavy price for
ignoring standards.”

A pall in the Sunday
Telegraph newspaper said
more than half of those
questioned thought seats

intheHouseof Lordswere
offered in return for loans
and, if proven, Blair should
be prosecuted.
Grahamsaidthe“loans
for peerages’ row hadbeen
particularly damaging to
thetrust betweenthepublic
andpoliticians.“Wewould
have preferred more
positive support from the
Prime Minister,” he said.
“Wesuspect heispretty
lukewarm to the work we
do.” Thescandal brokeafter
the Labour Party reveded
it had received nearly 14
million pounds (26.25
millionUSdollars)inloans
from12businessmen, some
of whom were later
nominated for seats in the
Upper House of Lords.
MNA/Reuters

A visitor looks at the golden crown, part of Zlatinitsa Thracian golden
treasure dated 4th century BC at the Archaeology Museum in Varna.
Bulgaria, ancient home of the Thracian civilization, took this weekend on
full display in the eastern Black Sea city of Varnaitsninelargest Thracian
gold and silver treasures, exhibited together for thefirst timeto act asa
magnet for tourists—INTERNET

Asiansjoin immigration
reform call

LosANGELES, 21May—
Asian-American  and
Pacificldandergroupshave
joinedcalsforimmigration
reforms as undocumented
Asianimmigrantsasoface
the possibility of deporta-
tion.

L eadersrepresenting39
Asian-American  and
Pacific Islander groups in
Southern California have
presentedalistof principles
to achieve humane
immigration reform, the
groups said in a statement
available to Xinhua on
Saturday.

The group said current
debate onimmigration has
focused on Southernborder
issues, but stories of
immigrants and refugees
facing deportation also
raise the need for a
comprehensive reform.

The groups, which
include the Asian Pecific
American Legal Centre
and the Pilipino Work-
ers' Centre, called on
Washington to provide
means for undocumented
immigrants to obtain
citizenship, eliminate the
backlogs in the family-
based immigration system
and end unjust detention
and deportation of
immigrants and refugees.

“We want to see a
pathway to citizenship,"
said Stewart Kwoh,
executive director of the
Asian Pacific American

Legal Centre.“Webelieve
immigrants should not be
criminalized and we rgject
the House approach.”

The groups described
the border security bill
HR 4437, passed by the
Houseof Representatives
in December, as
“draconian”. The Senate
is now working on a
broader bill following
President George W
Bush's call Monday for
National Guard troopsto
patrol the USborder with
Mexico.

MNA/Xinhua

WOrId’s oldest running shoes

TheUniversity of Oregonand running shoesseem
to match well. Oregon’s Museum of Natural and
Cultural History containstheworld’ soldest running
shoes — 10,000 year-old-sandals found by the late
university archaeologist Luther Cressman. He
discovered them in the 1930s at Fort Rock Cavein
Oregon'’s high desert.

The sample above, from the famed cache of
sagebrush bark footwear, ison display aspart of the
museum’ s permanent exhibit, Oregon —Where Past
is Present.—Internet

Beijing to build over 100 hotels
for 2008 Olympic Games

BEelanG, 22 May— Beijing will build about 110 star
hotels to accommodate the increasing demand during
the 2008 Olympic Games.

“Theplanned 110 hotelswill rangefrom one star to
fivestars, withamajority of themtargeting at high-end
guests,” DuJiang, director of Beijing Tourism Bureau,
said at a seminar on economy hotels on Friday.

During the 2008 Olympic Games, most guests will
be accommodated in Beijing hotels, Du said. “But the
hotels in neighbouring Hebei Province, which are
about 100 kilometresaway fromBeijing, will bestand-
by hotels.” According to the official, there are 56
hotels, including eight four or five-stars hotels, are
within 100 kilometres away from Beljing.

By 2007, the number of star hotelsin Beijing will
hit 800, providing 130,000 rooms, Beijing's Vice-
Mayor Zhang Mao said at the seminar. It is estimated
that some 250,000 foreigntourists, regular touristsand
game viewerswill make Beijing hotels accommodate
550,000 people per day during the 2008 Olympic
Games. Till now, Beijing has 658 star hotels, which
offer atotal of 109,000 rooms.—MNA/Xinhua
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Sanitary workers carry a garbage can used to cull domestic birdsin a
quarantined area in Bucharest, Romania on 21 May, 2006. The area was

sealed off after laboratory tests confirmed the presence of birds infected with

avian flu in the Romania’s capital for thefirst time since it was detected in
poultry in the Danube delta last October, officials said on Sunday. Romania
has reported more than 20 bird flu outbreaks over the past week, mostly in
the central county of Brasov, just a month after the strain was said to have
been eradicated in the Black Sea state.—INTERNET

»

Bangladesh hoping to
reduceriver accidents

DHaka, 22 May—Bangladesh said on Sunday that
it would tighten shipping laws and regulations in an
effort to cut the number of ferry accidents that claim
hundreds of lives each year.

ShippingMinister Akbar Hossain said plansinclude
tighter monitoring of passenger numbers and stiff
penalties for companies that ignore regulations or
storm warnings. The government is also mobilizing
fundsto buy better salvagetugsto deal with accidents,
and also dredgersto clear silt fromrivers.

According to the Bangladesh shipping department,
thousands of people have been killed in dozens of
accidents in the past three decades.

Bangladesh hasover 8,000 kilometres (5,000 miles)
of riverways, and ferriesand boats carry 70 per cent of
Bangladesh’ sinland passengers and goods, providing
alifeline to the poor nation's economy, government
officials said. But journeys are often risky. A survey
conducted by twoteachersof theBangladeshUniversity
of Engineering and Technology (BUET) revealed last
week that about 35 per cent of river accidentsoccurred
because of bad weather. — MNA/Reuters



Russia, Kazakhstan to enhance
cooperation in mily, energy areas

Moscow, 22 May — Russiaand Kazakhstan made a series of agreements
to enhance cooperation, especially in the military and energy areas during
talksbetween Russian President Vladimir Putin and hisKazakh counterpart
Nursultan Nazarbayev in the Black Searesort of Sochi on Saturday.

The two states have
reached “major agree-
mentsoninteractioninthe
development of theArmed
Forces and on military
technological cooperation,
inparticular concerningthe
acquisitionby Kazakhstan
of Russian armaments,”
Putin was quoted by the
ITAR- TASS news agency
as saying.

Putin also said the two
countries had made
agreements on energy.

“Our specialistscame
toagreementsonthejoint
production, process-
ing, refinement, and
marketing of Kazakh
(natural) gas. Specialists
assess the volumes as by
and large comparable to
volumesof productionon
larger Russian fields.
Also, an agreement on
prices has been reached,
something that has been
quite a difficult point at
negotiations until now,”

Putin said. Nazarbayev
said Kazakhstan and
Russiahadfor thefirsttime
reached an agreement on
cargo transportation in
containers from China to
Europe via Kazakhstan
and Russia. The two
countrieshad also madea
Customstariff agreement,
and deals on exports of
Kazakh grain to Belarus
via Russia and on coal
trade, he said.
MNA/Xinhua
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KDDI Corp PR staff Yoko Watanabe displays her company’s new cellular
telephone handset with built-in Sony Corp ‘Walkman’ music player in Tokyo
on 22 May , 2006. The Walkman-brand phoneis one of seven new handset
models KDDI will launch in June, aiming to win new subscribersin the
increasingly competitive mobile communication market. —INTERNET

S—
Seals swim through a vertical tube-like water tank
connected to a huge water tank at Asahiyama Zoo

India’s Tarapur Atomic Power
Plant almost complete

TaraPUR(Maharashtra),
22 May — Indiatook a
giant leap forward in
nuclear power generation
when its 16th nuclear
power plantand second 540
MW Pressurised Heavy
Water Reactor (PHWR),
Tarapur Atomic Power
Plant (TAPP-3), went
critical Sunday. “ Thisisone
step before connecting
power to the western grid
and the electricity produced
from this plant would be
synchronized to the grid in
Jdune” the Chairman and
Managing Director of the
Nuclear Power Corporation
of India Limited (NPCIL)
SK Jainsad.

He sad the plant went

critical by 0514 GMT
Sunday. The commercia
productionwill startinJuly.
Onceitisdone, thecountry's
tota installed capecity of
nuclear energy will goupto
3,800MW fromtheexisting
3,350MW of dectricity, Jain
sad. The fourth unit of
Tarapur AtomicPower Plant
(TAPP-4), commissioned
ahead of TAPP-3, went
criticd last March and was
synchronized to the grid in
June 2005. It started
commercia production in
September, 2005. The two
units were built a acost of
61 billionrupeesathoughit
hadanapproval costof 65.25
billion rupees, Jain said.
MNA/PTI

Seven Killed in road
accident in Spain

MADRID, 22 May — At least seven people were
killed and other 26injuredinabusaccident on Sunday
outside the capital city of Madrid, officias sad.

The accident occurred when the bus, carrying a
group of Moroccanswho weregoing back to Brussels
after avisit to Spain, veered off a highway some 50
kilometresnorth of Madrid, flipped over and hit atree,
said Alfredo Prada, I nterior and JusticeMinister of the
Madrid regional government.

There were 31 passengers and two drivers on the
bus. The victims of the accident included an 18-
month-old boy. Six of the injured were in serious
conditions, and other 20 suffered minor injuries.

MNA/Xinhua

Two Iragiskilled in car bomb
attack in Baghdad

BAaGHDAD, 22 May — A car bomb went off ina
heavily populated neighbourhood in northern
Baghdad on Sunday, killing two people and
wounding 15 others, an Interior Ministry source
said. “A car parked in the Shula District, amainly

in Asahikawa, northern Japan on 22 May, 2006. The

200, known asitsuniqueinteractive animal viewing

facilities, is one of the most popular zoos in Japan,

and about 2.07 million peoplevisited in the previous
year, the zoo official said. —INTERNET

Shiite neighbourhood, detonated shortly after

midday, killingtwo peopleandwounding 15others,”

the source told Xinhua on condition of anonymity.
MNA/Xinhua

Chinarescues 330 Vietnamese

fishermen after typhoon
BElinGg, 22 May — China has rescued 330

Intel to make Indiaitsglobal

design hub for innovation
New DetHi, 22 May—Intel Corporation, the 39
billion US dollars global chip maker, is set to make
India its design and development hub for driving
innovation at a global level, a top company officia
hinted in Bangalore on Sunday. Even asits new CEO

Death toll from Turkey’s
traffic accident risesto 44

ANKARA, 22 May—
Death toll from a Friday
traffic accident in southern
Turkey roseto44, thesemi-
official Anatolia news
agency reported on
Saturday. A truck carrying
55 illegal immigrants
from Afghanistan and
Bangladesh crashed into a
transport truck on a
highway between the
southern provinces of
Osmaniye and Gaziantep
on Friday.

Thedeathtoll roseto 44
after two of the Six injured
diedinthehospita andthree
people are ill receiving
medical treatment.
Speeding was reportedly
the cause of the accident.
The ill-fated immigrants
had entered Turkey from

Iran and planned to sneak
into Bulgaria and then to
Greece, Anatoliareported.

MNA/Xinhua

Paul Otellini comes calling on Tuesday, a flurry of
activitiesison at Intel Indiain Bangalore to play the
perfect host and showcase the country’s growing
prowessin technology and research. — MNA/Xinhua

.
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Visitors follow the landing of an Airbus A-380-841 at the I nternational
Aerospace Exhibition ILA2006 in the German capital of Berlin on 21 May,
2006. Around 60,000 people attend the last day of the air show to watch the

world's largest double-decker passenger aircraft among high-tech
presentations by 1.014 exhibitors from 42 countries—I NTERNET

Vietnamesefishermen missing after atyphoon swept
through the South China Sea but al so recovered 18
bodies, state television said on Sunday.

Rescuers found the survivors on 22 Vietnamese
ships near the Pratas | slands, off the southern coast
of Guangdong Province, the report said, adding it
wasthelargestinternational marinerescueoperation
ever mounted by China. — MNA/Reuters/Xinhua

Chinese coal mine accident
traps 44

Beling, 22 May — A flood at a colliery has
trapped 44 minersin the northern Chinese province
of Shanxi, the official Xinhua news agency said.

Theflood hit on Thursday night, but 101 miners
managed to escape, Xinhua said in an overnight
report on Saturday. The policehave arrested nineof
the mine’s managers, but the boss has gone into
hiding, Xinhua said.

Some managers had hired taxis to send family
membersof the trapped minersto the neighbouring
region of Inner Mongoliato stop them rioting or
speaking to the Press, it added—MNA/Reuters
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ASEAN University Networ k Educational
Forum opensin Singapore

SinGaPORE, 23 May — The 8th ASEAN University Network Educational Forum opened in
Singapor e on Monday with thetheme of “ Tertiary education in ASEAN — per spectives from young

leaders’.

According to Channel
NewsAsiareport, morethan
40 youth leaders from 15
universitiesin members of
the Association of South-
East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) — Brunei,

Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos,Malaysia, Myanmar,
thePhilippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam—
are participating in the 10-
day event.

They will discusstopics

such as why only three
universities from ASEAN
wereincludedintheworld's
top200universitieslistand
how Southeast Asia can
serve as the gateway to
China and India, said the

Chinakeen for furthering
Sino-German relations

BEelinG, 23 May— Chinaon Monday called for furthering China-Ger many
relations to enhance their global responsibilities based on the principles of
mutual respect, equality and mutual benefit.

“Chinaregardsitsties
with  Germany as
extremely important and
is willing to make
concerted efforts with
Germany to foster
all-round China-EU
partnership and achieve
sustainable peace and
common prosperity of the
world”, ChinesePresident
Hu Jintao said in his
meeting with visiting
German  Chancellor
AngelaMerkel.

“Chinaand Germany
arebothinfluentia nations
in the world and their
respective regions’, Hu
said, noting that the two
sidessharesameor similar
views on significant
international issues such
as the maintenance of the
world peace and the
promotion of common
prosperity.

Hu also spoke highly
of the development of
bilateral relations, expres-

sing his appre-ciation to
Germany’s focus on
relations with China and
the continuity of the
country’s Chinapolicy.
“Chinaand Germany
have established frequent
high-level exchanges and
witnessed rapid growth of
bilateral trade and
investment in recent
years’, Hu said, adding
that Germany is China's
largest trading partner
withinthe EU and thetwo
countries have held

intensive consultations |

and cooperation on
international issueswithin
the framework of China-
EU relations.

“We appreciate the
German Government’s
adherence to the one-
Chinapolicy and supports
Germany playing alarger
role in international
organizations such as the
United Nations”, Husaid.

Echoing HU's view

on bilateral relations,
Merkel saidthat Germany
will continuetoupholdthe
one-Chinapolicy and the
continuity of the China-
Germany strategic and
cooperative partnership.
MNA/Xinhua

report.

The forum provides an
opportunity for participants,
who are “the cream or the
top students in each
university” and “expected
to be the leaders of their

respective countriesin the

future”, to exchange ideas
and familiarize with each
other, the report quoted
Piniti Ratananukul,
executive director of
ASEAN University
Network, as saying. The
studentswill also take part
in educational and cultural
tripsduringtheir stay inthe
city state.

Thisisthefirst time for
Singapore to host this
annual event.

MNA/Xinhua

the bow of her yacht Aviva as shereturns hometo
the city of Southampton, England on 21 May,
2006, at the end of her epic six months alone at
sea Caffari isthe first woman to sail solo, non-stop
around the world against the prevailing winds and
tides—INTERNET

A\

KDDI Corp’s new Walkman brand music phone
(R) and water and impact resistant phone are
displayed at an unveiling in Tokyo on 22 May,
2006. KDDI, Japan’s second-largest telecoms
operator, said on Monday that it plansto launch the
music phone, developed by Sony Ericsson, in Japan
in Junefor about 20,000 yen ($179). —INTERNET

Chief Financial Officer
Summit Asia Pacific 2006

held in S'pore

SINGAPORE, 23 May— The annual Chief Financial Officer
Summit Asia Pacific organized by the World Trade Group

U2 Bono says
eradicating malariais
like first moon walk

ARrusHA (Tanzania), 22 May — Rock singer
and activist Bono said on Saturday the idea of
eradicating Africa’s biggest killer in the next
decade was as exciting as watching Neil
Armstrong take the first walk on the moon.

The front man for
Irish rock band U2 —
whoishalf-way through
a six-nation African
jaunt — wasinspired by
the wuse of new
technology in a family-
owned Tanzanian fac-
tory to make nets which
will repel mosquitoes,
the insect which tran-
smits malaria.

“It’ sabout as exciting
areason to get out of bed
in the morning as | have
ever heard. That is
changing the world,”
Bono said after atour of
AtoZ TextileMillsLtd.

The company teamed

up with Japan’s

Sumitomo Chemical to
become the first factory
in Africa to use new
technology that makes
long-lasting nets treated
with insecticide.

Malaria infects
between 300 million to
500 million people a
year.

A million of those
taken ill will die, mostly
infants and babies.

Of the deaths, more
than 80 per cent occur in
Africaand morethan half
those could be prevented
if bed nets were made
available to families,
according to experts.

MNA/Reuters

. Wi'n ki
Thevisitor’s center encompasses a
dinosaur bone yard embedded in sand

on 18 May, 2006, at Dinosaur
National Monument east of Vernal,
Utah. The building, however, is
shifting due to the unstable ground it
was built on, resulting in cracked
walls, uneven floors and jammed
doors—INTERNET

. [ opened Monday in Singapore.

The three-day event features
a conference, where experts in
thefinancial industry fromNorth
America, Europe and Asia
Pacific are expected to deliver
speeches, aswell asworkshops,
one-to-one meetings and
networking activities.

“Business events like this
Summitareimportant platforms
for businesses to enhance their
intellectual capital and global
networks to advance their
business agendas,” said
Singapore’s Minister of State
for Education and Trade and
Industry Chan Soo Sen at the
opening ceremony.

He added that each company
needsto have“itsown particular
qualitiesthat set it apart from its

competitors” and to achieve
“growth  coupled  with
responsihility, accountability and
flexibility to respond to
environmental changes’.

Over 600 local and foreign
financial institutions including
banks, insurance companies,
insurance brokers, stock-
brokingfirmsand fund managers
arecurrently basedin Singapore,
while the financial services
sector accounts for some 11 pre
cent of the country’s gross
domestic product (GDP),
according to the minister.

HeadquarteredinLondon, the
World Trade Group is a global
corporation dedicated to
organizing business summits.

MNA/Xinhua

Two French servicemen
killed in combat
in Afghanistan

Paris, 22 May — Two French special forces
soldierswereKkilled Saturday in a combat with
Taleban militants, the French DefenceMinistry
said in a statement.

The statement gave no more details about the
fighting near Kandahar in southern Afghanistan.

French Defence Minister Michele Alliot-Marie
expressed condolencesto the families of thekilled
soldiers and reiterated support for the coalition
forces fighting in Afghanistan, according to the
statement.

About 200 French special forces soldiers are
stationed in Afghanistan as a part of the US-led
military operations there.

MNA/Xinhua
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Many ages have passed, and information
studies and knowledge becomes common
throughout the world. It is required to combine
library studies and information studiesto servethe
interests of the people. Information studies playsa
major rolein the process.

Information studies becomes an important
partinthe21st Century and peopleneedtospecidize
init. Inadrivefor ensuring all-round devel opment
of anation, anetwork systemlikelnternetisinstalled
in libraries and that calls for preservation and
development of literary heritage of a nation.

Librarieshelp sharpentheabilitiesand uplift
moral conduct of students, enhance knowledge of
the people and ensure development of anation. In
order to achieve the target fully, it is needed to
establish libraries systematically. According to
today’s education system, a scholar is not only to
learn by rote but also to be a data bank. Ancient
cultural heritages such as palm-leaf manuscripts,
stone inscriptions and ink inscriptions are to be
preserved and pursuing educationand|library studies
are to be combined for national development.

Establishment of a library calls for three
requirements — books, the brain and the building.
It is aso required to do research on Myanmar
literature and libraries so as to ensure qualitative
and quantitativeimprovement of Myanmar literature
and libraries.

A library is a building where collections of
publicationsand newspapersarekept systematically
for peopleto read, study or to borrow. So, alibrary
is a place where those who wish to enlarge their
scope of knowledge, can enhance their knowledge
freely. In olden days, in Myanmar, libraries were
called Pitakataiks. In the Bagan Period, King
Anawrahtaconveyed Pitakats(threerepositoriesof
Buddhist Scriptures) from Thaton and kept themin
abrick building in Bagan. Later, there emerged a
large number of Pitakataiksin Myanmar.

After the Third Anglo-Myanmar War that
took placein 1885, the colonialists occupied royal

Moe Htet Myint (Delta Region)

librariesand Pitakataiks, and that |ed tolossof many
palm-leaf manuscriptsandrecords. But, theinvaders
dared not destroy the pitakataiksin monasteries. So,
Myanmar literatureflouri shed again dueto monastic
libraries. Y angonUniversity Library wasestablished
in 1920.

Since 1948 in which Myanmar regained
independence, efforts had been exerted to establish
librariesthat contributed toward the devel opment of
the education sector, thereby bringing about various
forms of libraries in abundance in urban areas.

InMyanmar, libraries can be categorized into
five groups as follows.—

(1) National Library

(2) university and college libraries

(3) public libraries

(4) specid libraries

(5) rural self-reliant libraries.

It is particularly needed to establish libraries
in rural areas where 70 per cent of the nation's
population live. The Information and Public
Relations Department under the Ministry of
Informationisopeningself-reliantlibrariesinvillages
thelength and breadth of the nation to catch up with
the world level in the knowledge age.

The Ministry of Information organized a
ceremony to mark successful completion of
establishment of aself-reliant library ineach village
in Bago Division along with the presenting of cash
donations, TV sets, radios and publications to the
librariesin Toungoo, Bago Division, on11 May this
year. In his speech, Minister for Information Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan expressed gratitude to the officials
and wellwishers in Bago Division for their
contributions towards the drive.

He said that Head of State Senior General
Than Shwe gave guidance on establishment of a
life-longlearning society in Myanmar. Now, youths
and young people had an easy access to advanced
technologies in the nation.

However, hesaid that rural folksthat madeup
70 per cent of the nation’s population had less

for thelibraries.

Five work programmes are to be implemented for
per petuation of thealr eady-established libraries—toor ganize
rural people to cultivate a good habit of reading, to set up
trust fundsto maintain the publications and to increase the
number of books, to construct a building in a village where
therehasbeen nolibrary, to providelibrarieswith complete
set of furniture,andfor thel PRDtonurtureskilledlibrarians

opportunity to enhancetheir intellectual power and
knowledge. So, a plan was laid down to facilitate
the villages with self-reliant libraries and was
launched in 2004-2005. Up to 18 April 2006, of
61,949 villages, 53,554 villages had been served
withaself-reliant library each. Theopening of self-
reliantlibrarieshad coveredall the6,602villagesin
Bago Division. So, Myanmar could be proud to be
the first-ever country in the world where each
villagehasaself-reliant library. People should also
be proud of being capable of shouldering such a
national duty, he said.

Today isknowledge age, and so avariety of
technologiesareappliedtoaccomplishthefunctions
of human soci ety suchaseducationand health. And
these steps are to be taken with added momentum
in future for national development.

Myanmar will face many formsof lossesand
hardshipsunlessit can keep abreast of other nations
in the field of knowledge. It is now implementing
the 30-year long-tern education plan for promotion
of the national education.

Of the three strengths — the government,
local people, and wellwishers— wellwishers play
acrucial roleinthe process. So far, 13 ceremonies
to donate publications have been held and
wellwishers have donated cash and kind worth
more than K 255.3 million including 20 different
kinds of books, 1,220 TV setsand radios and more
than K 71.3 million.

At the ceremony held in Bago Division,
wellwishers donated cash and kind valued at K
57.899 miillion including trust funds of K 12.45
million, publications, radios, TV setsandfurniture.

Here, five work programmes are to be
implemented for perpetuation of the already-
established libraries— to organize rural peopleto
cultivate a good habit of reading, to set up trust
funds to maintain the publications and to increase
the number of books, to construct a building in a
village where there has been no library, to provide
librarieswith complete set of furniture, and for the
IPRD to nurture skilled librarians for thelibraries.

Up to 17 May 2006, a total of 54,177 self-
reliant libraries have been established across the
country.

Successful establishment of self-reliant
libraries in the villages inrura areasis making
remarkable contribution towards the drive for
transforming the Myanmar society into alife-long
|earningone. And Myanmar hasbecomeanation of
libraries.

Translation: MS
Myanma Alin: 23-5-2006
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Agreement on oil palm production inked

Y ANGON, 23May —
Agreementonimproving
oil palm research,

development and
production in Myanmar
between the Ministry of

Agricultureandlrrigation
and Food and Agriculture
Organization-FAO was
signed today at Myanma
Perennial Crops
Enterprise (Head Office)

here.

Director-General
of Agriculture Planning
Department U Tin Htut
Oo and Resident
Representativeof FAOMr

’ Signing Cercmony of the Project 0

on

i
wing Oil Palm |

Director- General U Tin Htut Oo and Mr
Tangzhengping exchange documents. — MNA

Tangzhengpingsignedthe
agreement.

Under the agree-
ment, FAO will provide
assistance to extended
cultivation of oil pamin
Myanmar. Since 1998, oil
palm cultivation has been
extended in Taninthayi
Division. So far atotal of
164,927 acres— 163,048
acres in Taninthayi
Division, 1,723 acres in
Mon State, 57 acres in
Kachin State, 94 acresin
Rakhine State and 5 acres
inAyeyawady Division—
have been put under oil
pam. — MNA

Y ANGON, 23 May — Fiverura
development tasks are being
undertaken in accord with the
guidanceof theHead of State across
the country. Self-reliant Ywama
gravel road was opened in Namtain
model villageinMongpan Township,
Langkho District, Shan State
(South),on 4 May. The opening
ceremony wasattended by Shan State
(South) Peace and Development
Council member-1 U Khin Maung
Gyi, District PDC Chairman Lt-Col
Aung Maung, departmental officials
at district and township levels,
members of social organizations and
local peopletotalling 2500. The road
was built at a cost of K 300,000.

Township Maternal and Child
Welfare Association executive Daw
SanYinOhnPyinnyaAlinyaung self-
reliantlibrary, opened by Information
and Public Relations Department,
donated K 5,000 to the library.
Member of Township Women's
Affairs Organization Daw Nan Sein
Nu and Township Union Solidarity
and Development Association
Secretary U Maung Maung Oo aso
donated K 5,000 and 100 books of
variouskindsto thelibrary. Officias
presented prizes to students at the
prize-presentation ceremony of
Namtain Village BEMS for 2005-
2006 academic year.

Developing Namtain Village in Mongpan
Township, Langkho District, Shan State (South)

At Namtain Rural Health
Centre, Specialist Dr Tin Zaw Win-
led team of Loilem District Hospital
gave free medical treatment to 206
patients. Officials inspected growing
of physic nut plants on five-acre land
in Namtain Village. In Mongpan
Township, 1158 acres of physic nuts
have been grown and there are 17.11
physic nut saplings. At Namtain
Village monastery, Langkho District
Women' sAffairsOrganizationhheld a
round-table discussion with national
women. On the occasion, functionsof
WAO and prevention against
trafficking in persons and violence
against women were discussed. Next,
12elderly personswerepresentedwith
cash assistance.

Namtain Mode Village has 72
households and 1548 acres of cultivable
land. Itsmain cropsare paddy, soy bean,
garlic, pineapple and orange. Its
agricultural produceisdistributedtoother
townships via Langkho Didtrict. The
village is being supplied with power
through three generators and irrigation
water through three Namtain dams.
Mongpan can be reached via Namtain
VillagewhereMahaTezaDipadi Pagoda
(Replica of Shwedagon Pagoda) is
located. Sharing borders with Thailand,
Mongpan Townshipisabundant in teek,
timber andagricultural productsthat help
developNamtainmodel village.—MNA

{ Social welfare tasks supervised

Minister Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe visits Kaba Aye Youth Training

School.— mMNA

YANGON, 23 May—
Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen
Maung Maung Swe
inspectedtheFireServices
Department near the
Tooth Relic Pagoda in
Mayangon Township,
here, this afternoon.

Director-General U
Myint Tun and directors
reported on work being

done. The minister gave
instructions on fire
Services.

The minister also
inspected the Social
Welfare Department on
Kaba Aye Pagoda Road.
Director-General U Sit
Myaing reported on
organizational set-up of
the department and social
welfare tasks. The
minister called for

contributing towards the
implementation of the
State’s policy and
cooperation with local
administrative bodies,
social organizations and
wellwishers in carrying
out social welfare tasks.
Next, hevisited Kaba
Ayeyouthstraining centre
and thetraining centrefor
women in Mayangon
Township. — MNA

Myanmar Environmental
Conservation Committee meets

Nay Pyi Taw, 23
May—The Myanmar
Environmental Con-
servation Committeeheld
its third meeting at the
Ministry of Forestry in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

Chairman of the
committee Minister for
Forestry Brig-Gen Thein
Aung dealt with
implementation of
resolutions passed at the
second meeting,
conservation of forestsin
the watershed areas for
proper flowing of rivers
and creeks, and
conservation of mangrove
forests for ensuring
constant productionof fish
and prawns. Heinstructed

® -

Officialsvisiting
Pyinnya Alinyaung
self-reliant library

in Namtain Model

Village. — MnA

those in charge of the
special work group of the
committee to make field
trips to the regions where
they were assigned duties
tolay down plansthrough
coordination with local
authorities and
departments and to
implement them, and to
submit four-monthly
reports.

Vice-Chairmanof the
committee Minister for
Mines Brig-Gen Ohn
Myint said that
environmental conser-
vation became the most
important function in the
world.

The Head of State
gave guidance on
establishment of the
committee for carrying
out environmental con-
servation tasks sys-
tematically.

A huge amount of
investment hastobemade
inthework for prevention
of riversfrom being silted
up and recovery from
environmental de-
gradation. So, those in
charge deputy ministers
are to make field trips to
states and divisions to do
work for environmental
conservation and the

reports are to submitted
regularly, he said.
Secretary of the
committee Director-
General of the Forest
Department U Soe Win
reported on progress of
work and reception of

reports.
Thoseinchargeof the
committee Deputy

Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation U Ohn
Myint, Deputy Minister
for Hotels and Tourism
Brig-GenAyeMyintKyu,
Deputy Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Aung Thein, Deputy
Minister for Transport
U Pe Than, Deputy
Minister for Progress of
Border Areasand National
Races and Development
AffairsCol TinNgweand
Deputy Minister for
Electric Power (1) U Myo
Myint and the director of
the General Admini-
stration Depart-ment
reported on work being
done.

The chairman of the
committee gave
concluding remarks,
caling for collaborative
efforts for environmental
conservation.

MNA
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Culture Ministry coor dinates work

NAY Pyi Taw, 23 May—Ministry of Culture held
ameeting to coordinate work at the ministry in Nay
Pyi Taw this afternoon.

Minister for Culture Mgj-Gen Khin Aung Myint
delivered an address.

Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Soe Win Maung and
officias reported on accomplishment of tasks by

Minister for Culture Maj-Gen Khin Aung Myint addressesthe ministry’s

respective departments and future plans.
In hisconcluding remarks, the minister called for
speeding up efforts harmoniously to meet the targets.
Beforethemeeting, theminister metwithofficials
and personnel of departments and the University of
Culture under the ministry.
MNA

1

coordination meeting. — MNA

Yangon Divison WAO
organizes Basic
Management Cour se

Y AnGON, 23 May — Basic Management Course
organized by Yangon Division Women's Affairs
Organizationwasopenedtoday at No 1 Basic Education
High School in Thingangyun Township, Y angon East
District.

A total of 81traineesfromY angon East District
are attending the one-week course.

The course was opened with an address by
Patron of Yangon Division Women's Affairs
Organization Daw Mar Mar Wai.

The opening ceremony was also attended by
Chairperson of Yangon Division Women's Affairs
Organization Daw Khin Myo Thu and executives,
Patron of Y angon East District WA O Daw Nann Shwe
and members of Yangon East District and Township

First aid course opensin
Kayan Township

Y AnGoN, 23May — A firstaid course, organized
by Myanmar Red Cross Society, was opened at No 1
Basic Education High School in Kayan Township on
15 May.

The opening ceremony was attended by Ms
Bridget Gardner of International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Associations, officials of
Kayan Township Peace and Development Council
and social organizationsand coordinatorsof Myanmar
Red Cross Society. Ms Bridget Gardner and
Coordinator of MRCS Dr Tun Aung Shwe spoke on
theoccasion. A total of 36 traineesfrom thetownships
of Minbu, Kyaukpyu, Shwebo, Zigon, Madaya,
Mingaladon, Pathein and Pyu are attending the course
which will last till 25 May. — MNA

WAOs.

MNA

{ Patron of Yangon Division Women'’s Affairs Organization Daw Mar Mar Wai speaks at 1

opening of Basic Management Course. — MNA

7th Meeting of ASEAN Customs

Director s commences

., Arevalo of

1 the

¥ Philippines

‘ giving a
speech.

\‘u

e fit
Director-General of the Customs Department
U Khin Maung Linn delivers address at the
7th Meeting of ASEAN Customs Directors of
ICT. — MNA

Y AnGON, 23May —The7thMeetingof ASEAN
CustomsDirectorsof | CT wasopenedtoday at Traders
Hotel here.

Mr Alexander MusnicAreval oof thePhilippines
presided over the meeting which will last till 25 May.

In his opening address, Director-General of the
Customs Department U Khin Maung Linn called for
the development of information and communication
technol ogy intransportationand custom servicesamong
ASEAN nations. — MNA

Singapor e swholesale
tradeup in Q1

SINGAPORE, 23May —
Singapore’ sdomesticand
foreign wholesale trade
indices grew 7.5 per cent
and 15.4 percent
respectively in the first
quarter of 2006 in
comparisonwiththesame
period last year.

According to the
figures released by
Singapore Department of
Statistics(SDS) Monday,
the general wholesale
trade sector and the ship
chandlers and bunkering
sector led the growth of
the domestic wholesale
trade by expanding 61.6
per cent and 37.8 per cent
respectively in the first
quarter of thisyear.

The electronic
componentssector andthe
telecommunications and
computers sector also
registered double-digit
increases in domestic
wholesale in the first
quarter, while domestic
wholesaling of the food,
beverages and tobacco

sector, the timber, paints
and constructionmaterials
sector and the petroleum
and petroleum products
sector contractedyear-on-
year in the same period.

The ship chandlers
and bunkering sector,
which rose 63.5 per cent
inthefirst quarter of 2006
over the previous year,
remained the major
growth contributor to the
foreign wholesale trade.

The wholesaling of
electronic components,
petroleum and petroleum
products, general
wholesaletrade and other
wholesale trade outside
Singapore saw double-
digit increases in the
quarter.

The  foreign
wholesaling of timber,
paints and construction
materials, food, beverages
and tobacco, as well as
household equipment and
furniture, declined in the
quarter ending in March
2006. — MNA/Xinhua
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Minister inspects laboratory of
Fisheries Department

Minister for Livestock and Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein inspects Antibiotic Residue

and Virus Laboratory of the Fisheries Department in Thakayta Township. —L & F

YanGon, 23 May
—Minister for Livestock
and Fisheries Brig-Gen
Maung Maung Thein
yesterday afternoon in-
spected the Antibiotic
Residue and Virus Labo-

ratory of the Fisheries
Department under the
Ministry of Livestock
and Fisheries on
Shukhintha Street in
Thakayta Township
where Director-General

Prisonersin Meiktila
Prison supplied with

of Fisheries Department
U Than Tun and Deputy
Director-General U Khin
Ko Lay reported on car-
rying out laboratory
work for marine prod-
ucts and fish and meat
to be free from bacteria
and virus.

Next, the minister
gave instructions on
checking up of bacteria
and virus, meeting thein-

ternational standard and
viewed round the labora-
tory.

On arrival at the
300-ton Palm Qil Mill of
Yuzans a Edible Oil
Group on Shukhintha
Street in Thakayta, the
minister inspected the
functions of the mill in-
cluding the production
process of pam oil.

MNA

food, medicine

Yancon, 23 May —Meiktila District Union
Solidarity and Development Association on 9 May
went to Meiktila Prison and supplied medicines and
food to the prisoners.

Comprising members of Meiktila District
USDA, members of MeiktilaTownship Maternal and
Child Welfare Association, Women’ s Affairs Organi-
zation, War Veteran’ sOrganizationand Auxiliary Fire
Brigade and Health Department, a 20-member group
led by Secretary of Meiktila District USDA U Saw
Htay and Secretary of Meiktila Township USDA
U Soe Than comforted the prisoners saying that they
will provide them with monthly supplies of food and
medicines and will inform the families of those who
lost contact with their relatives.

Ontheir trip to the prison, they presented 2,000
tablets of Metronidazone, 240 bars of soap, 14 sports
journals, 74 Nanmyint Journals, cheroots, cakes and
betel and betel nut. Thereare 389 prisoners— 318 men
and 71 women — in the prison.

MNA

Firesbreak out in
Bago, Meiktila

Yancon, 23 May — A fire broke out on &lino

passenger bus No Ba/7143 of Pyikyaw bus service

between mile posts 56 and 57 on Y angon-Manda ay
Highway near Mayin Village, Bago Township yester-
day evening.

Thefire occurred due to the wire shock and the bus

plies Yangon and Pyinbongyi and it was driven by
U Tin Win and conductor U Khin Soe.

Altogether 17 firefighters rushed to the scene
and put out thefire. Some seatsand thefront part of the

bus were destroyed. The loss was about K 500,000.
Another fireoccurred at the house of U Kyaw Kyaw

Oo in the compound of Sibinthayazay in Meiktila

Township early morning today.
Fifty firefightersput out thefire. Duetothefire, roof
of the house and some properties were destroyed.
MNA

[ WHO chief dies after |
blood clot on brain

GENEVA, 23 May— Thehead of the World Health
Organization, Lee Jong-wook of South Korea, died
on Monday after suffering a blood clot on the
brain, the United Nations agency said.

Leewas 61 and had been WHO director-general
since 2003.

“1 am sorry to tell you that Dr Lee Jong-wook,
director-general of the WHO, died this morning,”
Spain’ sHealth Minister Elena Salgado told the open-
ing session of the agency’s annua assembly.

Lee underwent an operation on Saturday to re-
move a blood clot on his brain at the Cantonal
Hospital of Geneva. He had been takenill suddenly
in the afternoon.

Before taking over as its head, he had worked
for the health agency at country and regional level
and at the Geneva headquarters for 23 years.

The five-day annua assembly was immediately
suspended for 30 minutes following the announce-
ment. It is set to discuss the global reaction to the
threat of bird flu, whether or not to destroy the
world's remaining stocks of smallpox and Taiwan's
long-standing bid to win observership. —MNA/
Reuters

EU says 22 statesto ease
defence market access

BrusseLs, 23 May — Twenty-two out of 25
European Union states will take part in an EU-run
voluntary scheme to give each other's firms greater
access to their national defence markets, the bloc
said on Monday.

Spain and Hungary have notified the EU they
will not take part in the scheme under which de-
fence equipment contracts will from July be posted
on an electronic bulletin board, a EUspokeswoman
said. Denmark has an existing opt-out from some
EU defence cooperation.

At present Europe's national defence markets
are jealously guarded, with EU states able to cite
national security groundsfor not opening acontract
to competitive bidding. Around half of all procure-
ment contracts worth around 30 billion euros (38
billion USdollars) ayear are estimated to have such

kprotecti on.—MNA/Reuters )
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Workerswalk in front of the Three Gorges

Dam on the Yangtzeriver in central China's
Hubei Province, on 17 May, 2006.
INTERNET
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Ugandan Govt set to ban plastic bags

KampaLA, 23 May — The Ugandan Government has planned to ban the
importation, production and useof certain typesof polythenebags, known as

buveerain local language.

China “ positive” on maglev

cooper ation with Ger many
Beliing, 23May — Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao said on Monday that his

The move is part of
theNational Environment
Management Authority’s
(NEMA) grand plan to
conservetheenvironment.

“By naturepolythene
bags are not environmen-
tally friendly,” Monday’s
Daily Monitor quoted
NEMA'’ sexecutivedirec-
tor Henry Aryamanya
Mugisha as saying.

“Asapriority, weare
going to ban the produc-
tion, importation and use
of theblack andwhitethin
polythenecarrier bags,” he
said, adding that all is set
to implement the ban, ex-
cept that NEMA hasbeen
waiting for Parliament to

pass an enabling law.
Local industries
would be encouraged to
produce paper bags as
they phase out buveera
and importers would be
advised to bring in envi-
ronment friendly bags.
About 10 per cent of
buveera is produced lo-
cally while 90 per centis
imported. Thecentral and
local governments will
provide money for recy-
cling of existing buveera.
But the Uganda
Manufacturers Associa-
tion (UMA) and traders
under the Kampala City
Traders Association
(KACITA) oppose the

ban.

UMA’s Executive
Director Obonyo Hillary
said thepaper bags, which
the government prefers,
would also degrade the
environment by increas-
ing pressure on the exist-
ing trees.

Obonyo saidthegov-
ernment and NEMA
should provideincentives
to the private sector to
collect the buveerain cir-
culationand takethemfor
recycling—MNA/Xinhua

government is “positive” in continuing cooper ation with Germany on mag-
netic levitation (maglev) railway development.

“Thecooperationbe-
tween China and Ger-
many onmaglev railways
has been fruitful,” Wen
said when asked why his
talkswith German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel
failed toyield anew con-
tract.

China and Germany
have aready built a 30-
kilometre maglev linein
Shanghai.

Wen said Chinawas
undertaking a feasibility
study on a 175-kilometre
linebetween Shanghai and
Zhejiang Province.

“Considering the
huge investment, thor-
ough research should be
done in order to make a
scientific decision,” Wen
said.“Butl canmakequite

clearthat Chinahasaposi-
tive attitude to coopera-
tion with Germany.”
The Premier said
Chinahoped tointroduce
Germany’s advanced
technology. “Meanwhile,
wewill alsomakesolemn
commitment that we pro-
tectintellectual property.”
MNA/Xinhua

Indiatoinvest $6b in
Nigeria

ABun, 23 May — Indiahas agreed to invest six
billionUSdollarsin power plantsand other projectsin
Nigeria, Indian Deputy High Commissioner toNigeria
Anil Trigunayat said at the weekend.

“An agreement to that effect has been reached
afteranindian delegationmetwith President Olusegun
Obasanjo recently,” he said.

Already, he added, Obasanjo had constituted a
committee headed by Minister of Power and Steel
Lyiel Imoketoworkout the modality for such projects.

Describing Nigeria as one of Indid's strategic
partners, thelndian diplomat said asthemost populous
countriesin Africaand Asiarespectively, both Nigeria
and Indiahad alottolearnand gainfrom each other.

MNA/Xinhua

Pigeons take advantage of water Iymg on top of a

pillar in Lahore on 21 May, 2006.— I NTERNET

Entrepreneur saystourism
businessreviving in Nepal

KATHMANDU, 23 May —

Nepali tourism business,

which witnessed lean days in the past, is gradualy
rising, a tourism entrepreneur said here on Monday.

“Although, immediate impact of the political
changein tourism sector has not seen for the moment,
positive signs are aready being felt,” Shyam Mohan
Shrestha, owner of Mirabel Resort nestled at thescenic
hillsof Dhulikhel Town of central Kavre District, told
Xinhua.

Referringtotheactivitiesat hisown resort located
some 50 kilometreseast of Nepali capital Kathmandu,
Shrestha said that there has been a steady rise in the
number of people who have been going there for
excursion and seminarsin the past few days.

Tourists were seen moving around the four-star
facility resort on Monday morning and bookingswere
all filled for the rooms.

Theturn out of touristsat the resort was encourag-
ing, Shrestha noted, adding, “A total of 11 guests
checked out Monday, however, more than 11 new
guests have already booked the rooms so far.”

Nepal experienced huge loss in the past years of
insurgency. — MNA/Xinhua
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ADUVUERTISEMENTS

Malaysia
pledges $16m
to Palestinian

Authority

SHARM EL-SHEIKH
(Egypt), 22 May—
Malaysia pledged 16
million US dollars on
Sunday in humanitarian
aid and budget support to
the Palestinian Authority
to compensatefor theloss
of US and European
assistance.

But in practice the
Malaysian pledge, like
previous contributions
from Arab states, will not
reachthePalestiniansuntil
the United States lifts the
threat of sanctionsagainst
banks which transfer the
fundsto the West Bank or
Gaza.

Malaysian Prime
Minister AbdullahAhmad
Badawi made the pledge
at a news conference on
the sidelines of a World
EconomicForummeeting
in Egypt.

The Palestinian
Authority lost most of its
direct funding after the
|slamistgroup Hamaswon
parliamentary elections
andformedanew Cabinet.

MNA/Reuters

TRADE MARK CAUTION

TRIUMPH INTERNA-
TIONAL AKTIENGE-
SELLSCHAFT, a company
incorporated in Germany, of
Marsstrasse 40, D-80335
Munchen, Germany, is the
Owner of the following
Trade Marks:-

AMORTEEN
Reg. No. 4812/1995
AMOURETTE
Reg. No. 4816/1995
TRIUMPH

INTERNATIONAL
Reg. No. 1150/1981

SN
Jrinmph

INTERNATIONAL

Reg. No. 1151/1981
in respect of " Articles of
clothing, including knitted
and woven garments, outer-
garments and undergar-
ments, stockings, hoisery,
articles for sun bathing and
beachwear, swimsuits, trunks
and sports clothing, lingerie,
roll-ons, bodices, corsets,
corselettes, girdles, suspen-
der belts and brassieres”.
Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt
with according to law.
Win Mu Tin
M.ALHG.P,DBL
for TRIUMPH
INTERNATIONAL AG
P.0. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 24 May 2006

Myanmar

Building

AMODERN WATE
2005

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

L This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

L Tustrated with colourful photographs,

EH Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation,

On salle US$ 5.00 per copy

Avmlabk at
7 Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

W 381448,249031

[ News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

Yangon & 294306

i Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

Filipinojournalist killed
in W Philippines

ManNILA, 22 May—
Unidentified gunmenshot
dead a radio news
commentator in Puerto
Princesa, Palawan Island,
Western Philippines on
Monday morning, loca
radio said.

The victim was
identified as Fernando
Batul, commentator of
Palawan's DYPR radio
station. Batul wasthefifth
Filipino journalist killed
in the country this year,
according to a report on
Radio DZMM.

Initial reports by the
radio said two men riding
amotorcycle drove up to
shoot Batul who was on
hisway totheDY PRradio
station in Valencia Street
of the city around 6 am.

Puerto Princesa
Mayor Edward Hagedorn
confirmed the killing, the
report said.

In an interview with
DZMM, Hagedorn said
that Batul was one of his
critics. He added that he
hasorderedthepolicemen
to resolve Batul's killing
within 48 hours or face

possible dismissal.

On last Tuesday,
tabloid photojournalist
AlbertoOrsolinowasshot
dead also by unidentified
gunmenin Caloocan City,
north of Manila

In its annual report,
the Paris-based organi-
zation Reporters Without
Borders ranked the
Philippines as the most
dangerous country for
journalistsonly after Irag.

MNA/Xinhua

Zimbabwe joinsfight against

HARARE, 22 May —
Zimbabwewill on Sunday
join the rest of the world
in a World Food
Programme (WFP)
solidarity walk aimed at
encouraging people to
fightagainst child hunger.

The walk, to be
undertaken under the
themeof Walk theWorld,
will see participantswalk
for 3.4 kilometres to and
from Harare Gardens in
the country's capital city.

Boy scouts, primary
school children aswell as
representatives from
government and non-

child hunger

governmental organi-
zations will participatein
the march that seeks to
transform the lives of the
poorest children in the
world.

More than 700,000
people from over 100
countries across 24 time
zonesareexpectedtowalk
to fight child hunger.

"This number
includes some 100,000
childrenwhoareexpected
to wak in Sub-Saharan
Africa, most are
beneficiaries of WFP's
innovativeand successful
School Feeding Scheme,”

said WFP in a statement.
It said the walk was
meant to call attention to
an estimated 300 million
children who suffer from
hunger all over theworld,
adding that in 2005, over
200,000 people in 266
locations participated and
raised enough funds to
feed 70,000 children.
"Thisyear, weamto
raise 5 million US dollars
for WFP's globa school
feedingprogramme, which
helps children in poor
countriesgrowintohealthy
and educated citizens," it
said. —MNA/Xinhua

Venezuelan int’| flights suspended dueto

CARACAS, 22 May—
Someinternational flights
were suspended due to a
hugecloudof ashhbillowing
from a volcano on the
Caribbean island of
Montserrat, airlinesofficial
said on Sunday.

Aeropostal, a
Venezuelan carrier, has
"decided to suspend flight

volcanic ash

from Venezuelan to the
United States...due to
clouds of volcanic ash in
the region,” Aeropostal
Vice-President Juan Carlos
Blanco told Venezuelan
television station
Globovision.

Ashwill start moving
away from the region on
early Monday morning, he

said. The US-based
company, American
Airlines, aso announced
its suspension of flights
between the United States
and Venezuela.

Delta Air Lines and
Continental Air Lines,
another twoUScompanies
that also operateflightsto
Venezuela, havenot made

The world's smallest box of matches—INTERNET

statements about their
flight plans. A domeatopa
volcano on Montserrat
island collapsed on
Saturday, emitting debris
and ashes about 16
kilometresintothesky.No
injureshavebeenreported.

MNA/Xinhua

Police impound
89 sick cattle
in western

Uganda

KAMPALA, 22 May—
Police have arrested five
onchargesof movingcattle
in a quarantined area,
following theinterception
of 89 cattle with foot and
mouth diseasein Ugandan
western district  of
Mbarara

According to the
report of theDaily Monitor
on Saturday, thepoliceare
holdinganassistantdistrict
veterinary officer and four
othersforillegally moving
cattle from a quarantined
area

The accused officer,
William Tumwebaze was
arrested for allegedly
issuing cattle movement
permits from a prohibited
areaon Thursday with 89
cows most of which were
suffering from foot and
mouth disease and were
believed to have been
ferried from lIsingiro
District.

"Weimpounded four
trucks full of cattle at the
junction of Rushere road
check point commonly
known asKagutaRoad in
the wee hours of the
morning andthey arenow
at Mbarara Police
Station," saidtheregional
Police Commander Taire
Idhwege.

MNA/Xinhua
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Rooftop collapse leaves six
dead, 18 moreinjured

DaLIAN, 22 May — Six peoplewerekilled and 18
more injured when a rooftop collapsed at a
construction sitein Dalian, aport city in northeast
China’'sLiaoning Province.

Thetragedy happened around 9:40 pm on Friday at

theconstructionsiteof ShenyangMusicConservatory’s | -

Dalian school area, located at Jinshitan of Dadlian,
when someof theworkersweredoing concretepouring
ontherooftop of afive-storey mansion, alocal official
in charge of construction affairsfrom Dalian City told | 1 .

Xinhua.

Three of the six killed were transient workers hired
from alocal labour market a day before the accident.
The construction site did not even have apermit for
construction. It had been twice sealed from entrance
for factors including chaotic management, and the
fallen part this time was the sunlight rooftop, said the

official—MNA/Xinhua

Song Seung-heon

Venezuela claimsto buy Russian
fighter planes

CaRAcCAs, 22 May — Venezuela' sPresident Hugo Chavez said on hisSunday
television and radio show, Alo Presidente, that hisnation will sign a deal to buy
Russian fighter planeswhen he visits Moscow in August or September.

Chavez also said that he could sell Venezueld' s F-16 fighter planesif the United

States does not provide
spare parts to his country.
“We will soon be in
Moscow, because we will
buy Russianfighter planes
todefendour sky andland,”
said Chavez, adding these
jets would be Russia's
Sukhoi Su-30 planes,
whichare" 100timesbetter
than the F-16s that
Venezuelabought fromthe
United States.”
Chavez’'s remarks
echoed a statement by

Genera Alberto Muller
Rojas, the presidential
advisor, whosaidlastweek
that Venezuela was
looking at the idea of
sdlling the F-16sto Iran if
Venezueladoesnotreceive
spare parts.

Citing Muller’'s
statement, Chavez said:
“hesaid that if they do not
want to sell us spare parts,
weshould sell theplanes...
why loseall that money?1t
ismillionsof dollars. Then,

Muller said, weshould sl
themtolran, andthat could
be done.”

Last Monday, the
United States announced
a ban on military sales
to Venezuela, and one
day after that Sean
McCormack, spokesman
for the US State
Department, said that the
sale of the planes to Iran,
or anyone else “is not
permitted.”

MNA/Xinhua

Actor Song Seung-heon to send messageto
SG Wannabe's Concert in Japan

SeouL,22 May—Hallyu star Song Seung-heon, who is
currently serving in the Army, will send a video message to be
shown at the group SG Wannabe's first solo concert in Japan.

A 5-minute video message from Song will be shown at the
group’s concert to be held at the Stellar Hall of the Shinagawa
Prince Hotel in Tokyo on 13 May.

Song has a close relationship with the music group, as they
are under contract with the same agency. He filmed about a
5 minute-long video message to celebrate the group’sfirst solo
concert in Japan. SG Wannabe will sing its hit song “Whilel’'m
Living,” using as a backdrop the music video of “Sad Love
Story,” which wasfilmed in Australia

Upon hearing the news, members of Song’s official Japanese
fan club “Heonirang Japan” had asked the group’s agency and
the programme planning agency for 10,000 ticketsto attend the
concert. But asthe performing hall’s capacity islimited to 3,000
seats, the agencies decided to allocate only about 100 ticketsto
Song's fans.

SG Wannabe's performances are scheduled to be held at 2:00
pm and 6:00 pm on the concert day. The group’s popularity has
been demonstrated as the concertswere sold out just three days
after the tickets began selling.

At the upcoming performances, the group will sing its hit songs, such as
“Timeless,” “Crime and Punishment” and “Gwang,” and other OST songs from
popular hallyu TV dramas. SG Wannabe began gaining popul arity when the songs
of popular TV dramas, including “Isn’t It Funny?’ from the drama“Hotelier” and
“WhileI’'m Living” from the drama“ Sad Love Story,” became known in Japan.
The group has captivated the hearts of many Japanese fans with its outstanding
singing ability and beautiful tunes. —Internet

HIV on increase in Belgium

BRrusseLs, 23 May
— The number of people
infected with the HIV
virusin Belgiumisonthe
increase, local VRT news
quoted latest research
results as reporting on
Monday.

According to the
latest figures from Sensoa,
the Flemish centre for
sexudlytranamitteddiseases
and HIV, 2.9 new cases of
contamination of the virus
that can lead to AIDS are
recorded every day. A totd

of 1,066newHIV infections
were diagnosed last year.
That isan increase of more
than6per centon2004when
the number of new casss
actualy decreased for the
first timeis10 years
MNA/Xinhua

- ~
Toyota Motor employees dust the car_s‘a‘t' the company’s Tokyo showroom.
Toyota Motor Corp plansto build new factoriesin Asia, North America and
Europeto boost its annual output to 10 million vehicles by 2010 and probably
overtake US General Motors, a report said recently.—INTERNET

Thousands march in New York
for immigration rights

New York, 22 May — Several thousand New Yorkerstook tothestreetin
midtown Manhattan on Saturday afternoon to show their support for
immigrant rightsjust daysbeforetheUS Senatevotesfor theimmigration bill
next week.

A h #

Steve Williams holds up the ball at hishomein Pacifica, California from San
Francisco Giants Barry Bonds' 700th home run after the top bid of $804,129
was announced. The ball had received 240 offers after a 10-day online
auction. Williams got the ball after a scramble in the left-center field
bleachersat SBC Park in San Francisco. —INTERNET

The week between 14
and 20 May has been
designated as a week for
nationwide action for
immigration rights, and
Saturday’s march is just
the latest in a series of
events which have taken
place nationwide over the
past few months,
according to New York
Immigration Coalition,
one of the organizers of
Saturday’s march.

The coalition said it
launchedthemarchonthe
|ast day of theweek just to
send astrong signal to the
Bush Administration and
theSenatethatimmigrants
want  changes in
immigration laws and are
against the immigration
bill up for a vote in the
Senate next week. It
argued that the proposed
Guest Worker programme
isin fact just an effort to

find immigrants and

deport them.
Italsoaskedforanendto
raids against illegal

immigrants and treating
community activists who
helpedillegd immigrantsas
criminals.The coalition
urged the Congressto offer
immigrants, both legal and
illegal, access to US
citizenship,andenablethem
toreunitewiththeirfamilies.

MNA/Xinhua
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Braxton Bilbrey, |eft, a 7-year-old from Arizona,
sitswith hisfather, Steve Bilbrey at San
Francisco'sAquatic Park, where the youngster
finished an estimated 1.4 mile swim from Alcatraz
Island, on 22 May, 2006, in San Francisco. Bilbrey
became one of the youngest swimmersto crossthe
channel from Alcatraz | sland to the city.
INTERNET

Federer, Kostelic win Laureus sporting oscar s

BARCELONA, 23 M ay— Roger Federer reasserted hisstatuson top of the sporting world on M onday by
again winning the Sportsman of the Year title at the Laureus World Sports awards on a big night for

tennis.

Croatian skier Janica
Kostelic took the wom-
en’ sprizeafter anunprec-
edented fourth Winter OI-
ympic gold, while
Federer’s compatriot
Martina Hingis won the
Comeback of the Year
Award, aday after her first
singlestitlesuccessinover
four years.

Spaniard Rafael Nadal,
Federer’ sgreat rival, was
named Newcomer of the
Year after 12 months in
whichthe19-year-oldwas
crowned French Open
champion and became
unbeatable on clay.

“He totally deservesit.
He's amost at the level

where he could win the
(top) Laureus Award, but |
think Newcomer is the
right award for him,”
Federersaid.“Himwinning
the Newcomer and me
winning the big one, that's
agreat sign for tennis.”
FormulaOne construc-
torsRenault wontheteam
award, offering somecon-
solation to losing nomi-
nee Fernando Alonso,
who became the sport’s
youngest-ever champion.

Along with Alonso,
Federer beat off competi-
tion from seven-times
Tour de France winner
Lance Armstrong, Bra-
zil's Ronaldinho, two-
timewinner Tiger Woods,
and Italian motorcycle
champion Valentino
Rossi, who picked up a
Spirit of Sport Award af-
ter threefruitlessyears as
acontender.

Federer, who goes to
the French Open on Sun-

day aiming to becomethe
first man since 1969 to
hold all four grand slams,
also won the Laureus
Award in Estoril 12
months ago — when he
was the Wimbledon and
US Open champion.
With the Australian
Opentitleaso now in his
possession, the powerful
frameof Nadal islikely to
be his greatest obstacle to
glory at Roland Garros.
MNA/Reuters

Lippi gets backing from Italy administrator

FLorence (Italy), 23 May— Italy coach Marcello Lippi, who hasfaced calls
toresign, hasbeen given avoteof confidenceby thehead of theltalian Football

Federation.

"I have total and full confidence in

Moggi denies wrongdoing, blames
Galliani for ambush

MiLan, 23 May— Luciano Moggi, the former Juventus official at the
centre of Italy's soccer scandal, has denied he tried to get favourable ref-
erees appointed to his club’s games and blamed AC Milan vice-president
Adriano Galliani for his downfall.

In an interview with
the QN group of regional
newspapers Moggi, who
is being investigated by
prosecutors in Rome and
Naples, said he was
merely trying to get afair
deal for Juventus.

"I, like my other col-
leagues, wanted only to
assure myself that ref-

erees who were enemies
of Juventus did not take
the field and that all the
matches would be taken
charge of by serious pro-
fessionals, who were
good and above al im-
partial," said Moggi.
Published telephone
intercepts of Moggi's
conversations with Foot-

Cruyff saysHenry will regret

for snubbing Barca

L onpon, 23 M ay— Football legend Johan Cruyff
hasclaimed that striker Thierry Henry may liveto
regret his decision to snub Barcelona and stay at

Arsenal.

The Catalan giants
hoped to clinch adeal for
Henry after beating Arse-
nal 2-1 in the Champions
Leaguefinal.

But Henry, 28, opted to
sign anew four-year con-
tract at Arsenal, a move
heavily criticized by
Cruyff.

The former Nou Camp
legend said: "In the cold
light of day, without look-
inginsidehishead, | think
that he has made a mis-
take."

Cruyff added: "He has
takenadecisionintheheat
of the moment when you
should make them with a
lotof consideration. "With
histrack record of what he
hasachievedinFranceand
England it only lacked a
spell in Spainto give him
the rubber stamp. This
spell could have been at
Barcelona

"There are big deci-

sionsto be madein every
footballer's career. This
was the moment in Hen-
ry'slife, notjust asaplayer
but as a man. He could
look back and regret it.
MNA/Xinhua

ball Federation officials
responsible for selecting
referees have led to a
series of investigations
into allegations of match-
fixing.

But Moggi said that
all clubswereinvolvedin
lobbying over refereeing
appointments.

"I will tell you one
thing — for years, every
day of the week, the ref-
ereeing selectors received
calls from the presidents
and directors of clubs at
al levels, starting from
(AC Milan official
Leonardo) Meani and
(Inter Milan President
Giacinto) Facchetti."

Meani is aready un-
der investigation by pros-
ecutors, but Facchetti is
not.

MNA/Reuters

Lippi," federation emergency adminis-
trator Guido Rossi told reporters at Ita-
ly's pre-World Cup training camp.
Magistrates summoned Lippi on Fri-
day asawitnessin aninvestigation into
allegations surrounding hisformer club
Juventus. He is expected to be ques-
tioned more extensively next week.
Lippi denied last week that former
Juventus general manager Luciano
Moggi, who is at the centre of match-
fixing allegations, forced him to select

certain players for the national side.
Lippi‘'sson Davideisalso an agent at the
GEA players and coaches management
agency being probed by authorities.

Some politicians and newspapers
calledfor Lippi toresignbeforetheWorld
Cup in Germany which starts on June 9
asastep towardsimproving theimage of
Italian football.

But Rossi, who was appointed fol-
lowing the resignation of Federation
president Franco Carraro, said that was
out of the question.—MNA/Reuters

Brazil arrivein lakeside resort
for training camp

WEegals (Switzerland), 23 May— World champions Brazil arrived in
the lakeside resort of Weggis on Monday to begin their training camp
ahead of the World Cup.

Media representa-
tives outnumbered fans
asthe bus arrived at their
hotel at about 1600 local
time (1400 GMT),
around one hour later
than scheduled.

Some of the players
turned up earlier after
making their own way,
including Real Madrid
striker Ronaldo, who had
nipped off to Dubai for a
quick holiday, and AC
Milan trio Kaka, Cafu
and goakeeper Dida

Watford promoted after 3-Owinover L eeds

L onpon, 23 May— Watford won promotion tothe English Premier League
when they beat L eeds United 3-0 in the playoff final at Cardiff's Millennium

Stadium on Sunday.

They join champions Reading and
Sheffield United as the three promoted
teams. Watford had finished the season
in third place in the Second Division,
with Leedsin fifth.

American defender Jay DeMerit put
Watford in front midway through the
first half when he met an inswinging
corner at thefar post with afirm header.

Watford doubled their advantage 12
minutes into the second haf when a
James Chambers shot was deflected off
LeedssWorld Cup-boundUSmidfielder
EddieL ewis, hitthebaseof thenear post
and went in off diving goalkeeper Neil
Sullivan.

Darius Henderson put the finishing
touch to an emphatic victory with apen-
aty sevenminutesfromtimeafter Shaun
Derry brought downstriker MarlonKing.

Thevictory to Watford, who had one
season in the Premier League in 1999/
2000, isworthcloseto 40 million pounds
(75millionUSdollars), madeup largely
of expected television revenuein thetop
flight, according to British media re-
ports.

"It sounds fantastic," was DeMerit's
reaction to the fact that Watford will be
inthe Premier League next season. "We
all worked really hard all season.

MNA/Reuters

The players will un-
dergo medical tests at a
nearby clinic on Tuesday
before training begins in
earnest on Wednesday.

A 5,000 capacity
arena has been built —
1,000 more than the
population of the village
— and organizers say
tickets for al the planned
training sessions have al-
ready been sold.

On Monday, Brazil-
ian improvisation seemed
to be the rule rather than
Swiss efficiency with
builders still putting the
finishing touches to the
training complex, which

Brazil, who face
Croatia, Australiaand Ja-
pan in their Group F first
round matches in Ger-
many, will stay in
Weggis until Saturday
June 3 when they head
for Geneva to play New
Zealand in their only in-
ternational warm-up the
following day.

They then move on
to Germany. About 150
fans had given the squad
a send-off from Rio de
Janeiro on Sunday night.

"We're going to this
World Cup with an obli-
gation to win," coach
Carlos Alberto Parreira

lies just up the hill from | told reporters.
the team hotel. MNA/Reuters
gl

Spain’s Daniel Sordo and his navigator Marc Marti

takea jumpin their Citroen Xsara during the Rally

of Italy, in the Sardinian town of Olbia, Italy, on 21
May, 2006. Sordo placed third.—INTERNET
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Nearly 300 Viethamese fishermen missing in
Typhoon Chanchu

Hanol, 23 May — Eighteen Vietnamese fishing shipswith a total of 287 people on board have gone
missing in Typhoon Chanchu, local newspaper Saigon Liberation reported on Monday.

The18shipsfromthe
four central provinces of
Da Nang, Quang Nam,
Quang Nga and Binh
Dinh had been defined by
21 May either sinking or
going missing, the news-
paper quoted Vietnamese
Deputy Fisheries Minis-
ter NguyenViet Thangas
saying.

By 21:30of 20 May,
Chineseforceshadrescued
atotal of 21 Vietnamese
fishing shipssailinginthe
Chinese waters hit by the
typhoon, the ChineseEm-
bassy in Hanoi said, not-
ingthat they had supplied

fuel, drinking water and
foodstuffsto 15 Vietnam-
ese shipswith 330fisher-
men on board. Of the peo-
ple, 21 have died and six
havebeeninjured, theem-

bassy noted.

Chanchu, which
means "pearl," formed in
thePacific, about 550kilo-
metres east of Mindanao
Island in the Philippines
on 9May. Ithitthecentral
Philippines, then headed

to central Vietnam, but
suddenly changed its di-
rectionto southern China,
killing dozens of people
and affectingthousandsof
othersfromthethreecoun-
tries. — MNA/Xinhua

Collapsing church roof injures
threein Uganda

KampaLA, 23May — Threechildren wereinjured after achurch roof was
ripped off in Kampala by the strong wind and downpour two monthsafter a
collapsing church killed 28 peoplein the capital city.

Thechildrenwerepart
of the congregation in the
church when the accident
occurred on Sunday, ac-
cordingtoareportof Daily
Monitor on Monday.

Witnesses said the
incident was caused by
strong windsin the heavy
downpour, causing some
bricksto descend ontothe
children, whowererushed

-
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“CONDOLENCE”

We convey our deepest sympathy to Lt.Col-HTUN SHEIN (Retd) &

DAW MYA OHN on the sad demise of their beloved daughter, also to

Dr. U SEIN HLA KYAW (Myanmar ISOS, Total Myanmar) on the sad
demise of his belovede wife

Dr. DAW WIN WIN SHEIN (55 Years)

Assistant Health Program Co-ordinator (Care International in
Myanmar) on Friday 19", May, 2006.

(Tel:
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(Tel:
(Tel:
(Tel:
(Tel:
(Tel:
(Tel:
E-Mail:tristar@mptmail.net.mm)

N

502468)
539443)
501660)
527708)
525401)
297705)
681169/09 50 18407)
524621/Fax: 501028)

to Mulago hospitals for
treatment.

The church, which
accommodated about 100
worshippers, islocated in
Corner Zonein Kawvempe
Division, Kampaa.

In the same area, a
wall fence of Ayafactory
owned by the Sudanese
tycoon Mohammed Aya,
collapsedonahouseanda
maize-milling store after
rainwater forced its way
through it.

According to the po-
lice officer in charge of
Kawempe, Peruth
Karungi, the wall col-
lapsed due to poor drain-
age. — MNA/Xinhua
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Tunein today

8.30am Brief news

8.35am Music:
-It’s gotta to be
you

8.40 am Perspectives

8.45am Music:
-Truely

8.50 am National news/
Slogan

9:00am Music:
-Movingon

9:05 am International
news

9:10am Music:
-Withyou

1:30 pm News / Slogan

1:40pm Lunchtimemusic:
-If only you were
here

9:00pm Interview with
Vietnamese
delegation

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

WEATHER ]

Tuesday, 23 May, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showers have been widespread in Chin and Mon States,
Taninthayi and Y angon Divisions, scattered in Shan and
Rakhine States, upper Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway,
Bago and Ayeyawady Divisions and isolated in the
remaining areaswith localy heavyfallsin Y angon Divi-
sion and isolated heavyfalls in Magway Division. Day
temperatureswere(3°C) to(4°C) abovenormal inRakhine
State, Mandalay, Magway and Ayeyawady Divisions,
(5°C) to (6°C) above normal in upper Sagaing Division,
(7°C) above normal in Kachin State and about normal in
the remaining areas. The significant day temperatures
were Kalaywa, Myingyan, NyaungU, Chauk, Minbu,
Magway and Pakokku (40°C) each. The noteworthy
amounts of rainfalls recorded were Co Co Island (6.54)
inches, Central (Yangon) (3.66) inches, Myeik (2.44)
inches, Kaba-Aye (Y angon) (2.36) inches, Magway and
Khayan (1.49) inches.

Maximum temperature on 22-5-2006 was 91°F.
Minimum temperature on 23-5-2006 was 67°F. Relative
humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 23-5-2006 was (92%).
Total sunshinehourson 22-5-2006 was(4.2) hour (appox).

Rainfalls on 23-5-2006 were (0.86) inch at
Mingaladon, (2.37) inches at Kaba-Aye and (3.66)
inchesat Central Y angon. Total rainfalls since 1-1-2006
were (13.50) inches at Mingaladon, (16.50) inches at
Kaba-Aye and (18.15) inches at Central Y angon. Maxi-
mum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (7) mph
from South at (21:15) hours MST on 22-5-2006.

Bay inference: Monsoon is vigorous in the
Andaman Sea and strong in South and Central Bay and
weather ispartly cloudy elsewhereinthe Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 24-5-2006: Rain
or thundershowers will be widespread in Mon State,
Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions, fairly widespread in
Kayin State and Ayeyawady Division, scattered in Shan,
Rakhine, Kayah States, lower Sagaing, Mandalay,
Magway and Bago Divisionsand isolated in the remain-
ing areas with likelihood of isolated heavyfallsin Mon
State, Y angon and Taninthayi Divisions. Degree of cer-
tainty is (80%).

Stateof the sea: Squallswithrough seaarelikely
at times Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and along Mon-
Taninthayi Coast. Surfacewind speedinsquallsmay reach
(35) to (40) mph. Seas will be moderate elsewhere in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent twodays: Likelihood of
advancement of Southwest monsoon over Central
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areas for 24-5-2006: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (60%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areas for 24-5-2006: Some rain or thundershowers
whichmay beheavy at times. Degreeof certainty is(80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areas for 24-5-2006: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (60%).
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Pyapon Bridge construction project inspected

Yancon, 23 May—Minister for Construction
Maj-Gen Saw Tun, accompanied by officials
concerned, this morning inspected construction of
bridges along Hlinethaya-Kanbe-Twantay-
Kungyangon-Dedaye-Pyapon road.

At the briefing hall of Pyapon Bridge project,
Deputy Superintending Engineer of Bridge

Construction Project Special Group-7 U Khin Maung
Se reported to the minister on progress of work and
future tasks.

Before inspecting the project site, the minister
gave instructions on timely completion of the project
and attended to the needs.

Pyapon Bridgeisof reinforced concretetype. The

3,932 feetlong bridgehasa 28 feet motor road and two
pedestrianlaneson either side. It canwithstand 60 tons
of load.

Theinstallation of steel beamshasbeen completed
and the laying of reinforced concrete on the bridge is
nearing completion.

MNA

Minister inspects Myanma Port Authority,
AsiaWorld Port Terminal, docking tasks

YanGoN, 23 May — Minister for Transport
Maj-Gen Thein Swe went on an inspection tour of Bo
AungKyaw Jetty of MyanmaPort Authority yesterday
afternoon.

During the arrival, Managing Director of
Myanmar Port Authority U Thein Htay, Director-
General of Customs Department U Khin Maung Lin
and officialsconducted theminister around containers
arriving at the port and stockpile of cargoes at the
warehouse.

In connection with the reports, the minister
gave necessary instructions and inspected X-ray
machinefor checking containersand packed goodsfor
export.

Next, the minister together with the directors-
general and officials proceeded to Ahlon AsiaWorld
Port Terminal.

Director-General of Customs Department U
Khin Maung Lin and officials conducted the minister
around containersarriving at theport. Afterwards, the
minister looked into imported cargoes inside the
containers, a newly-installed X-ray machine and its
checkson containers, |oading and unl oading of cargoes

.

. A
Minister for Transport Maj-Gen

Thein Swe irIspects goods at Asia World Jetty on his

inspection tour. — MNA

and arrival of containers and stockpile of cargoes.
Regardingthereports, theminister gaveinstructions
andattendedtotheneeds. After theminister had overseen

National Cycling C’ship continues

Y AnGON, 23 May
— ThaNational Cycling
Races continued at

Youths Sports Training
Centre here today.

MaungMaung Soe
L Y 1 |

Cycliststaking part in the women’s 1600-metre individual event. — nNLm

of (F&R) cameinfirstin
the1000-metreindividual
race followed by Myint

Aye of the same ministry
and Khin Maung Cho
(A&I). In the women's
event Khaing Mar Oo
(A&I), SuSuWai (L&F),
and Khin Soe Htay
(YCDC)werefirst, second
and third respectively.

In the 1600-metre
individual race, Win
Naing Tar (A&I) wonthe
first prize, Maung Maung
Soe (F&R) second prize,
Kyaw MyoHIlaing (F&R)
thirdprize.Inthewomen’'s
race, Khaing Mar Oo
stood first, Yu Mar Oo
(A&I) second and Khin
Soe Htay (YCDC) third.

The events con-

‘ tinue tomorrow. — NLM

i -

docking tasks of Bago vessel which belongsto Myanma
Five Star Line at 12000-ton water-tight dockyard, work
procedureswerereported tohimby Managing Director of
MyanmaShipyardsU MaungMaung Nyeinand General
Manager U Aye Thaung. Next, the minister inspected
worksites and left. —MNA

Cyclistsin action in the men’s 4800-metre
individual event.— nNLm




