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Prime Minister General SoeWin |||
sends message of congratulations | |.

Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

National reconsolidation

* Emergenceof anew enduring StateCon-

stitution
Building of a new modern developed na-
tion in accord with the new State Consti-

tution

~ Four economic objectives
* De/elopmentofagnwltureasthebaseand

all-round development of other sectors of
Govt, Tatmadaw and people, || roe aouionc
genuine forces building nation ||

to Italian counterpart :

Y anGon, 23 May — General Soe Win, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has
sent amessage of congr atulationsto HisExcellency Mr Romano Prodi, whowasswornin on
17 May 2006 asthe Prime Minister of the Republic of Italy. — MNA

Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system
Development of theeconomy invitingpar -
ticipation in termsof technical know-how
and investments from sources inside the
country and abroad
Theinitiativetoshapethenational economy
must bekeptinthehandsof theStateandthe
national peoples

USDA Advanced Management Course |Hig
(Special) No 1 for executives opens

Y ANGON, 22May —
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association
opened the Advanced
Management Course

M g 2

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo addresses

Advanced Management Course (Special) No 1
for executives of USDA. — MNA

putable national task that
springs from the nation’s
objective conditions.
Hence, the government
hasbeenapplyingthefour

(Special) No 1 for execu-
tives in Pyidaungsu Hall
of USDA Training School
in Hmawby Township,
Yangon Division, this
morning.

Speaking on the |

occasion, USDA Secre-
tary-General U Htay Oo
said that a peaceful, mod-
ern and developed disci-
pline-flourishing demo-
cratic state is the national
goal of the entire people.
Our Three Main National
Causes— non-disintegra-
tion of the Union, non-
disintegration of national
solidarity and perpetua-
tion of sovereignty — is
based ontrueUnion patri-
otismandisasoanindis-
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take

political means, four eco-
nomic methods and four
social systems, while
keeping in the fore Our
Three Main National
Causes as the foundation
of success. The 12 objec-
tivesare correct and prac-
tical. The trainees have
witnessed the all-round
developments thanks to
firmpoliciesand practical
and sincere efforts.

The nation is being
developed by the true na-
tional forces — the gov-
ernment, the Tatmadaw
andthepeople. Amongthe
three, the people in which
the trainees are also in-
cluded is the main force.
They will havetoorganize
thepeopletohavebelief in
the nation’s policies and

t with might fnd

main in implementing
them.

The USDA mem-
bers are not born of adif-
ferent class, but are born
and brought up in the re-
gions inside the nation.
They al have joined the
association with the noble
wish to harmoniously dis-
charge the national duties
in accord with the policy,
system and rules of the
USDA. Systematicorgani-
zation and arrangements
are being madeto achieve
the united strength of the

entire nation

ter

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national charac-

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

association. The members
should servethepublicin-
terest according to the fu-
ture programmesin trying
to gain more cooperation
of theregional people. Pro-
grammes are under way

to enhance the qualifica-
tions of the members.
Only the qualified mem-
bers canrealizethe goals
in cooperation with the
local people.

(See page 8)

In establishing a new nation, the govern-
ment isimplementingthetasksfor stability
of the Union, strong economy of the State

and promotion of national education.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of aII citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Produce more and more oil
and natural gas

QOil and natural gasare among the natu-
ral resources availablein our country and the
Ministry of Energy isexploring these resources
both onshore and offshore in joint ventures
with foreign companies to meet the country’s
need for energy.

According to thetest explorationsin the
blocks off the Rakhine coagt, it has been found
that there are gas reserves from which gas
can be produced commercially. The old blocks
and the new ones of the Yedagon oil and natu-
ral gas field off the Taninthayi coast are pro-
ducing more and more natural gas every day.

New explorations are being made at on-
shoreoil and natural gasfieldsin Nyaungdon,
Maubin and Pantanaw and there have been
good prospects. Natural gas and condensate
are being produced at new oil well Nos 21, 24
and 32. Well No 21 produces 6.974 million
cubic feet of natural gas, well No 24 produces
5.208 million cubic feet and well No 32 pro-
duces 3.5 million cubic feet and 20 barrel of
condensate per day.

In the sameway, Thakyitaung and Sabai
oil field in Magway Division produces 360 bar -
rels of crude oil and 19 million cubic feet of
natural gas per day.

Also in Myaing Township in Magway
Division, the Ministry of Energy isdrilling for
oil from Kyaukkhwet-L etpanto oil and natu-
ral gas field. This oil and natural gas field
produces 830 barrels of crude oil and eight
million cubic feet of natural gas per day.

We believe that the Ministry of Energy
will succeed in producing more and more oil
and natural gas by repairing old wells and

exploring new ones.

* Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

|Al-Training Course on
Customs M oder nization

and Management held

Y anGoN, 22 May — Under the programme of
Initiative for ASEAN Integration IAl-Work Plan
Project, Myanmar Civil Service Selection and Train-
ing Board held a training course on customs mod-
ernization and management at Traders Hotel this
morning.

Technical Officer (Project) Mr Agus Nugroho
of Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAl) Unit of
ASEAN Secretariat and Director-General of CSSTB
U HlaKyi made speeches on the occasion. The course
continues up to 24 May. Officials of International
Trade Institute of Singapore came to give lectures at
the course. A total of 22 custom officers are attend-
ing the course. The Myanmar Civil Service Selec-
tion and Training Board is making arrangements to
open eight more courses during 2006.—MNA

Foreign Affairs Deputy

Minister leaves for Qatar

YanGon, 22 May — A delegation led by
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Maung Myint
left here by air this morning to participate in the
Fifth Ministerial Meeting of the Asia Co-operation

Dialogue to be held in Qatar on 23-24 May.

The delegation was seen off at Yangon Inter-
national Airport by directors-general and officials of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The delegation includes Adviser U Aung Than
and Principal Officer U Sein Oo of the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs— MNA

Director-General of CSSTB U Hla Kyi
delivers an address at a training course

on customs modernization and

management. — MNA
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Cycling race kicks off

YAanGoN, 22 May — The 52nd Myanmar Cy-
cling Federation Chairman’s Cup men's and wom-
en's cycling race for 2006 kicked off at the training
ground of Youth Training Centre (Thuwunna) this
morning.

Among the spectators were Vice-Chairman of
MCF U Thet Win and executives, officials of the
Ministry of Sports, guests and enthusiasts.

On the first day, there were trials of men's
1600-metre event, men’'s 800-metre event and men's
1000-metre event as well as women’s 1600-metre
event, women’s 800-metre evnet and women's 1000-
metre event.

A total of 93 participants— 73 men and 20
women— are taking part in the race which continues
up to 25 May.

NLM

Cyclists seen at the 1600-metre cycling.
NLM

Aung Hsan Oo clinches
title in 5th Asian Billiards
Singles Competition

YANGON, 22 May
— Myanmar duo Aung
Hsan Oo and Kyaw Oo,
gold medalists in 23rd
SEA Games participated
in 5th Asian Billiards
Singles’ Competition
held in Teheran, Iran
from 13 to 20 May.

Myanmar Aung
Hsan Oo cruised to the
final match after victory
over Thai champion
Paraput in the first semi-
final match. Myanmar
Kyaw Oo and Thai
champion Paraput shared
third position after losing
to Indian champion Joshi

Bronze medal winner
Kyaw Oo.

in the second semifinal.

Myanmar Aung
Hsan Oo grabbed the ti-
tle following the defest of
Indian champion Joshi
with 5-0. Aung Hsan Oo
won a gold medal and
Kyaw Oo a bronze

5th Asian Billiards
Champion Aung
Hsan Oo0. — MNA

medal. Myanmar will
take part in 15th Asian
Sports Festival.
Myanmar expects to
achieve success in the
festival. The victorious
Myanmar Billiards team
is returning home by air
tomorrow.—MNA
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China marks completion of Three Gorges Dam

BEeiainG, 21 May—China completed construction on Saturday of the Three Gorges Dam, theworld’'s
lar gest hydroelectricity proj ect,and mar ked theoccasion with aceremony broadcast liveon statetelevision.

A brass band played
and confetti rained over
the site after workers
poured the last batch of
concrete. No top officials
attended the event, in
contrast to the launch of
work on the damin 1997,
for which then-president
Jiang Zemin and then-
premier Li Pengwereboth
present.

Officialsstressed that
although construction of
the dam's main span was
now complete, there was
till along way to go until
the entire project would
be finished.

“Althoughthedamis
now complete, we still
havealongway to goand
cannot become self-
satisfied or relax our
efforts in the least,” Li
Y ongan, general manager
of the Three Gorges
Project Development
Corp, said at the
ceremony.

“Weneed to continue
to put quality and safety
first,” Lisaid. Theofficia
ChinaDailyinaneditorial
called for people to
remember the more than
100 people who died

FBI raids US House of Representatives

WasHINGTON, 21 May
—FBI officers raided a
Houseof Representatives
office building on
Saturday night, and NBC
television said it had
searched the offices of
Louisiana Democratic
Representative William
Jefferson.

The Federal Bureau of
Investigation confirmed
the unusual raid at the
Rayburn House Office
Building on Washing-

during the dam's
construction, aswell asthe
1.3 million people facing
relocation to make way
for the dam’ s reservair.
“The best possible
way to repay such a debt
of gratitudeistomakesure
the highest safety and
quality standards are
observed up till the very

end of the entire building
process,” the editorial
said.

The 25-billion-US-
dollar project is set to be
completed in 2009, when
thereservoir will reachits
full level and its 26
turbines will all come
online, bringing its total

to 18 gigawatts. Thedam,
which authorities say will
tame flooding on the
Yangtze River, is 185
metres (607 feet) tall and
2,309 metres (7,575 feet)
long. It and its attached
locks have consumed 27
million cubic metres (35
million cubic yards) of
concrete.—MNA/Reuters

power generating capacity

Chinese actors Guo Xiaodong and Hao Lei pose upon arriving at the Festival
Palace for the screening of Chinese director Lou Ye's film ‘ Summer Palace’
at the 59th edition of the International Cannes Film Festival in Cannes,
Southern France recently.—INTERNET

office was searched.

“Agents of the FBI's
Washington field office
executed asearchwarrant
this evening at Rayburn
at approximately 7:15,”
Debbie Weierman, a
spokeswoman for the
FBI's Washington field
office, said. Weierman
said the search warrant
was sealed and she
could not confirm whose
office was being
searched.

in separate bribery
scandals have offices
in the Rayburn building
—Jefferson and Ohio
Republican Represen-
tative Bob Ney.

Callsto Jefferson’sand
Ney’s offices were not
answered.

Jefferson has main-
tained hisinnocence, but
a former staffer and a
Kentucky businessman
have pleaded guilty to
bribing himinconnection

venture.

According to court
records filed in the plea
deal, Jefferson helped
secure a deal with
a Nigerian company
caled Netlink Digital
Television and in return
demanded paymentsto a
company maintained in
the name of hiswife and
children.—MNA/Reuters

- 1 8
Construction worker Robert DuFaux inspects a
piece of ‘Animal Always', a sculpture by Albert

Paley, on 9 May, 2006 in St Louis. The sculpture,
a gift from Thelma Zalk, will welcome visitorsto

the z00. —INTERNET

WHO chief undergoesbrain surgery

GENEVA, 21 May—The
head of the World Health
Organization, Lee Jong-
wook of South Korea,
underwent brain surgery
on Saturday after suddenly
being takenill, the United
Nations agency said.

Inastatement posted on
itswebsite, the WHO said
the 61-year-old director-
general wasoperatedonto
removeablood clot on his
brain at the Cantonal
Hospital of Geneva

It said that he was
“currently recovering”.

Lee took over as head

of theorganizationin July

2003 after workingfor the
WHO at country and
regional level and at the
Geneva Headquarters for
23 years. His illness
means that he will miss
the 192-state WHO'’s
annual assembly, which
begins on Monday.

The five-day assembly
isset to discusstheglobal
reaction to the threat of
bird flu, whether or not
to destroy the world's
remaining stocks of
smallpox and Taiwan's
10-year-old bid to win
observer status.

MNA/Reuters

ton’s Capitol Hill but But two lawmakers |with an  African
would not say whose | under investigation |telecommunications
Protesters display

- *lll* E
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their placards as they
stage arally on 20
May, 2006 in front of
the USEmbassy in
Manilain support to
Cuba and Venezuela.
The protesters called
for therelease of five
Cuban nationals who
they said are detained
in the USfor alleged
terrorist acts and
expressed their
solidarity support to
President Hugo
Chavez of Venezuela.

Pre-monsoon stormslash India, 20 dead

KoLkaTa (India), 21
May —Lightning strikes
and falling trees have
killed 20 people in pre-
monsoon storms which
lashed two Indian states,
official ssaid on Saturday.

At least 12 peopledied
in the southern state of

AndhraPradesh and eight
others were struck dead
by lightning in West
Benga on Friday, they
said.

InWest Bengal, five of
thedeathsoccurred onthe
banks of Fulahar River,
about 380kilometres(237

miles) northof statecapital
Kolkata.

The SouthWest
monsoon, the lifeline for
millionsof Indianfarmers
and the economy, is
expected to set in by the
end of the month.

MNA/Reuters

INTERNET

British immigration officer suspended over sex claims

Lonpon, 21 May— A British
immigration officer wassuspendedfrom
his job on Saturday after a newspaper
alleged he offered to help an 18-year-
old Zimbabwean woman with her
asylum applicationinexchangefor sex,

the Home Office said.

“A Home Office officia has been
suspended pendingafull investigation,”
a spokesman for the ministry said.

“The Immigration and Nationality
Directorate (IND) expects the highest
levelsof integrity from its staff and any

tigated.”

suspicions of corruption are inves-

The Observer newspaper said the
53-year-old man, based at the IND’s
Croydon office, had offered to coach
the teenager before her asylum
interview so she could give the right
answers. The paper said he sent text
messagesto her mobile phoneand, when
she asked for assurances, asked her to
meet him at a hotel, saying: “I will tell
you when we are alone because you are
going to have sex.”—

MNA/Reuters
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WHO backsdual anti-viral
therapy for somebird flu cases

GENEVA, 21 May— Bird flu patients should receive Tamiflu as a frontline
treatment, but doctor s may also consider combining it with an older class of
effective flu drugs, the World Health Organization (WHO) said on Friday.

The option of so-called
“dua anti-viral therapy”
was among the latest
clinica recommendations
issued by the United
Nations agency for coun-
tries battling outbresks of
the deadly H5N1 virus
among humans.

The recommendations
weredrawn up at aclosed-
door meeting of 30
international expertsinlate
March, hostedby theWHO,
which published them on
itswebsite on Friday.

It said the experts
strongly recommended
Tamiflu, aflu drug made
by Swiss-based Roche, be
used. Zanamivir—which
ismarketed asRelenzaby
GlaxoSmithKline— was
asecond choice. Relenza

is available only for
inhalation.

Both drugs belong to a
new class called neur-
aminidase inhibitors and
can prevent thevirusfrom
infecting cells in the first
place.

But the experts said
amantadineandrimantadine
— inanolder classof drugs
known as M2 inhibitors
which are cheaper — may
beusedd ongsidethenewer
drugsin certain cases.

“Clinicians  might
administer a combination
of a neuraminidase
inhibitor and an M2
inhibitor if  local
surveillancedatashow that
the H5N1 virus is known
orlikely tobesusceptible,”
the WHO report said.

Nahoko Shindo, a
WHOmedical officerwho
took part in the experts
meeting, said the dual
therapy could block the
virus from replicating in
two different ways.

“This is the first time
we clearly state the
possibility of dual therapy
to be considered in case
you are facing an HSN1
outbreak,” Shindo, who
advised hospitals in
eastern Turkey during the
country’s outbreak last
January, told Reuters.

MNA/Reuters

Mexican actress Ana Claudia Talancon, featured in USdirector Richard
Linklater’sin-competition film ‘ Fast Food Nation’, posesfor Reutersat the
American Pavilion at the 59th Cannes Film Festival on 20 May , 2006. —I NTERNET

US soldier killed, six wounded in

Afghan battle

KasuL,21May —One
US soldier waskilled and
six wounded during a
battle with fighters in
Afghanistan, theUS mili-
tary said on Saturday.

The soldier was killed
in the southern province
of Uruzgan as US-led
Afghan forces were
conducting a joint
operation, themilitary said
in a statement.

Twenty-four UStroops
have been killed in
Afghanistan this year
including 10 who died
this month when their
helicopter crashed during
an operation in an eastern
province.

About 100 people,
including a Canadian
soldier, were killed in
violence on Wednesday

and Thursday, most in
fighting in the southern
provincesof Helmand and
Kandahar.
MNA/Reuters

Ugandan Parlt

KampaLa, 21 May—
The Ugandan Parliament
has approved President
Yoweri Museveni’'s re-
appointment of Gilbert

Bukenya as Vice-
President and Apollo
Nsibambi as Prime
Minister.

The 307-member Par-
liament which was sworn
inthisweek approved the

approves appointment of Vice-President, Premier

two to retain their
positions on Wednesday
with 210 and 196 voted
for each candidate
respectively.

The Ugandan law
requires the appointment
of the VP be approved by
a simple majority of the
members of Parliament.

Parliament also app-
roved Museveni’s

request to increase the
number of Cabinet of
ministers from the
constitutional 21 to 25
and that of ministers of
state from 21 to 44.
According to a letter
from Museveni to the
Speaker of Parliament
Edward Ssekandi, the
creation of new ministries
will enable the accom-

BN ATAY s

A tiger coolsoff ina poﬁd at Karachi zoo, Where temperature has

reached 40 degrees Celsius (104 Fahrenheit), on 12 May, 2006 in
Karachi, Pakistan.—I NTERNET

Residents collect
prospectusesfor the
initial public offering of
Bank of Chinain Hong
Kong, on 18 May , 2006.
INTERNET

modation of various

interestsin Cabinet.
Among the new

ministries created include

of Lands Housing and
Urban Development and
the Ministry of In-
formation, Communication
and Technology.

These approvals mark
the beginning of Muse-
veni's creation of a new
government after he was
sworn in for his third
elected term in office last
weekThe complete line-
up of the new Cabinet is
expected to beannounced
anytime after several top
positions were settled.

MNA/Xinhua

the Chief Whip, Ministry

fuels.

Mozambican Govt seeks
eco-friendly use of physic nut

Luanpa, 21 May—The Mozambican Govern-
ment says Friday it wants to extend the use of the
physic nut plant, currently used asabiofuel, to the
production of agricultural fertilizers and cooking

Accordingto areport reaching here Friday from
the Mozambican capital Maputo, the Agriculture
Minister TomasMandlatesaid that theM ozambican
authorities are examining ways to exploit the
derivativesof the physic nut, particularly the husk,
“in fertilizers and cooking-fuel mixtures as an
alternativeto coal, which harmsthe environment”.

Projects to promote aternative uses for the
physic nut are being implemented in semi-arid
areasof Mozambiqueto boost the productivity and
revenues of both peasant farmers and agro-

|_businesses, added the minister. —MNA/Xinhua

19 IragisKkil
BAGHDAD, 21 May— A
makeshift bomb went off
on Saturday morning in
Baghdad's Shiite Sadr
City neighbourhood,
killing 19 people and
wounding 58 others, an
Interior Ministry source
said.

“A home-made ex-
plosive charge detonated
at about 7:00 am ( 0300
GMT) among a crowd of

constructionworkers,who

led in bomb blast in Baghdad

gathered to be hired for
daily works,inBaghdad's
Sadr City slum,” the
source told Xinhua on
condition of anonymity.

Earlier, the source put
the casudty figure at 19
killed and 36 wounded.

Thepowerful blastaso
damaged several shops
and nearby buildings, he
said.

Iraqi security forces

rushed to the scene and

cordoned off the area,
paving the way for
ambulances to evacuate
the casualties, he added.
Theexplosionoccurred
hours  before the
Parliament is scheduled
tomeeton11:00am (0700
GMT) to approve a new
Cabinet of national unity
led by Shiite Prime
Minister-designate Nuri
a-Maliki.
MNA/Xinhua



Shipstravelling
upstream on the
Yangtze River pack into
§ .\, ashiplock at the Three
Gorges Dam project in
Yichang on 17 May
2006. After 13 years of
immense physical effort
and technical ingenuity,
China put the finishing
touchesto its
controversial Three
Gorges Dam, the
world's largest
hydropower project.

INTERNET
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Nepali Govt ready to involve
UN in peace process

KATHMANDU, 21May —
Nepali Deputy Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli
has said that the Nepali
Government wasready to
work with the United
Nations (UN) and other
international institutions
for peaceful settlement of
the anti-government
guerillas problem, state-
run Radio Nepal reported
Saturday.

“The Nepali Gover-

nment wasfor general and
complete disarmament
under effective inter-
national control and is
ready towork withtheUN
and other international
institutions for peaceful
settlement of theguerilla's
problem,” theradioquoted
Oli, who is aso Foreign
Minister, as saying.

“As the dialogue
between the government
and the guerilla moves

forward, at that specific
moment, we may feel the
need of somesort of inter-
national engagement,” Oli
said.

Oli made the remarks
while briefing the heads
of diplomatic missions
here on the kingdom's
current political situation
as well as foreign policy
priorities at the Foreign
Ministry office Friday.

MNA/Xinhua

30 feared
killed in

I ndian road

crash

Muwmgal, 21 May— A truck carrying a wedding
party crashed down a gorge in a remote area of the
western|ndian stateof M aharashtraon Saturday killing
at least 30 people, police said.

The crash took place near Rajapur Village, about
250 kilometres (160 miles) south of the commercial
capital Mumbai. “According to preliminary reports
30-32 peoplehavediedintheaccident. It hashappened
inaremoteareaandwehavestill not been abletoreach
there,” Sanjeev Dayal, Maharastra's deputy police
chief told Reuters.— MNA/Reuters

“Chanchu” kills 104, scores missing in Vietham

Hanol, 21 May— A typhoon that raked the South China Sea haskilled at
least 104 people, and Vietnameseofficialssaid on Satur day that mor ethan 160
fishermen were still missing and feared dead.

Typhoon Chanchu, the
strongestonrecordtoenter
the South China Sea in
May, thestart of thestorm
season, left a trail of
destruction  through
China, Vietham and the
Philippines.

It killed at least 37
people in the Philippines
last weekend. By late
Friday, bodies of 44
Vietnamese fishermen
werefoundby Vietnamese

and Taiwanese rescuers
after Chanchu, the
Chineseword for “pearl”,
movedwest briefly before
changing course to head
north, sweeping away
dozensof Vietnam’ sships
inits path.

The typhoon, with
winds of up to 170
kilometres per hour (106
miles per hour), killed 23
people in China after it
slammedintothesouthern

coast on Thursday and
moved north where it
weakened.

In Vietnam five
fishing shipssank off the
central city of Danang
with 122 crew members,
and rescuers have found
20 bodies and rescued
30others, said TranVan
Huy, director of the
city’s Fisheries Depart-
ment.

MNA/Xinhua

NATO general saysdrugs
Afghanistan’s biggest threat

BEerLIN, 21 May
Afghanistanisonthebrink
of becoming anarco-state
with drug cartels now
posing a greater threat to
the country’s future than
Taleban insurgents,
NATO’s top military
commanderinEuropesaid
on Saturday.

Afghanistan is the
world's largest producer
of opium, theraw material
for heroin. The narcotics
trade accountsfor about a
third of its economy.

Inaninterviewwiththe
International Herald
Tribune, Genera James
Jones said: “Afghanistan
isteeteringonbecominga
narco-state.”

“Itisnot theresurgence
of the Taleban but the
linkage of theeconomy to
drug production, crime,
corruption and black
market activities which
poses the greatest danger
for Afghanistan,” he
added.

Jones was appointed
commander of NATOand
theUSforcesin Europein
2003.

Afghanistan’s opium
output last year was about
4,500 tons and about 90
per cent of the world's
heroin comes from
Afghanistan. Expertshave

said the huge trade is
feeding an escalating
insurgency  against
foreign troops and
Afghanistan’s Western-
backed government.
NATO is planning
expanded operations in
Afghanistan in the
coming months that will
take foreign troop
numbers there to the

highest level since the
Taleban's overthrow in
2001.

Jones acknowledged a
surge in Taleban attacks
in recent weeks but said
the country was “not
backsliding into chaos’.

MNA/Reuters

“EroA

The Camera d' Or film award is seen on display as
preparations continue on the eve of the start of the
59th International Film Festival in Cannes
on 16 May, 2006. —I NTERNET

Bomb suspect killed in clashes

with Egyptian security forces

Calro, 21 May— A man suspected of involvingin
aseriesof bombingsin Egypt’sSinai Peninsulawas
killed by an explosion while clashing with security
forces near the border with the Gaza Strip on
Friday, the official MENA news agency reported.

Arafat Ouda Ali Salama Hamadein, accused of
involving in deadly bomb attacks in Egypt’'s Sinai
resortsof Sharmel-Sheikhin2005and Dahabin April,
waskilled when ahand grenade he attempted to throw
at the security forces exploded in his face, reported
MENA, citing an official security source.

The source added that acting upon a tip-off, the
security forcessurrounded apeachfarmin Rafah close
to the Gaza-Egypt border, where Salama Hamadein
was hiding. The suspect opened fire at the security
troopswho fired back and injured him beforethefatal
accidental explosion, according to the report. An
investigation was underway, MENA added.

On 24 April, triple suicide bomb attacks rocked the
Red Sea resort of Dahab, killing 20 people and
wounding dozens. — MNA/Xinhua

39 killed in traffic accident

in southern Turkey

ANKARA,21 May— A truck carrying suspected
illegal immigrants from Afghan and Bangladesh
collided with atransport truck in the southern Turkish
provinceof Osmaniyeon Friday, killing 39 peopleand
injuring six others.

The accident occurred on a highway in Osmaniye
when the truck carrying suspected illegal immigrants
rammed into another truck. Zubeyir Kemelek, the
governor of Osmaniye, wasquoted by thesemi-officia
Anatolia news agency as saying.

A total of 39 people were killed in the accident,
Kemelek said. Turkey has often been used as a
springboard by illegal immigrants from the Mideast
and Asian countries to go to Europe.

1n2004, Turkishsecurity forceshavearrested 56,430
illegal immigrantsin Turkey. — MNA/Xinhua

Spanish actress Penelope Cruz arrives at the screening for Spanish director
Pedro Almodovar’s in-competition film ‘Volver’ at the 59th Cannes Film
Festival on 19 May, 2006. —I NTERNET
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EU says US, China open to
global emissionstrade

EisentaDT (Austria), 21 May—The European
Union’'s environment chief said on Friday the United
Stateswas open to discussing aglobal greenhouse gas
emissions market, but the US Government said it
remained opposed to mandatory caps on emissions as
called for by the Kyoto Protocol.

EU Environment Commissioner Stavros Dimas
expressed optimism that the United States, Chinaand
India would be ready to discuss a global system that
letsindustriesthat cut their emissions under set limits
tosell creditsallowingother industriestokeepreleasing
greenhouse gases.

Asked about Dimas' comments, a US State
Department official on Friday deferred to comments
earlier in the week from an Environmental Protection
Agency spokeswoman.

The EPA spokeswoman had said the agency’ shead

had talked with Dimas about US plans to cut ail
dependency, not about curbing emissionsafter thefirst
phase of Kyoto runs out in 2012.

The State Department official aso deferred to
comments from Harlan Watson, the chief US climate
negotiator, whotold Reuterson Thursday at UN climate
talks in Germany that Washington was not
reconsidering its opposition to Kyoto.

The United States, the world’s biggest emitter of
greenhouse gases, agreed last year to participatein
aUN non-binding exchange of information on how
tocombat climatechangebeyond Kyoto' sfirst phase.

US President George W Bush pulled the United
States out of Kyoto in 2001, citing alack of targetsfor
developing nations and concerns the caps would cost
USjobs.

MNA/Reuters

A dog owner feeds her Yorkshire Terrier at the
Coolbaby dog restaurant in Beijing on 20 May,
2006. The newly opened dog theme park, the first
in China’s capital, has a playground, a swimming
pool, obstacle courses, and also a restaurant
specially designed for pets. Not only can pets have
meals together with their owners, but the recipes
offered are based on nutritional science and
tailored for dogs of different breeds, ages and
sizes. According to the Chinese lunar calendar,
2006 isthe year of the dog.—INTERNET

Chinaaimsto develop
lar ge equipment-making
groups by 2010

Despite the devastating effects of recent fires, wild

Belang, 21 May—China
will make efforts to build
a batch of competitive
equipment manufacturing
groups by 2010, said Vice-
PremierZengPeiyanFriday.

The industry’ s capecity
to make key technology
equipmentwithindependent
intellectua property rights
should be enhanced, Zeng
said at a seminar com-
memorating a passed
machinery veteran Shen
Hong. JaQinglin, member
of the Standing Committee
of the Politicdl Bureau of
the Communist Party of
China (CPC) Central
Committee, attended
the seminar.Domestic
manufacturing capacity
shouldmeetdemandinareas
of energy, transportation,
raw materials and nationa
defence building, he said.

Key areas and
technologies should be
selected to provide
breakthroughs in key
technology equipment, said
the Vice-Premier.

He said that the
eguipment-makingindustry
should develop through
market competition. As a
machinery expert, Shen
Hong made great con-
tributions to China's
eguipment-makingindustry
in the 1950s-1960s period,
including designing and
making Chinalsfirst10,000-
ton water press.

MNA/Xinhua

flowers emerge from the fire ravaged slopes of
Cape Town’s landmark Table Mountain in this
file photograph taken on 14 March, 2006. A
United Nationsreport in March said humans were
causing the worst spate of extinctions since the
dinosaurs vanished 65 million years ago and it
warned the world would have to make
unprecedented effortsto reach a goal of slowing
losses by 2010. ‘ The direct causes of biodiversity
loss — habitat change, over-exploitation, the
introduction of invasive species, nutrient loading
and climate change — show no sign of abating,’

it said. —INTERNET

Afghan soldier killed in ambush

KaBuL, 21 May—OneAfghansoldier
was killed and another injured when
Taleban-linked militias ambushed a
convoy of Afghanistan National Army
(ANA) in the southern Helmand
Provinceon Saturday morning, anofficer
in the convoy confirmed.

“Theenemiesattacked our convoy in
Sangin District thismorning as a result
onesoldier waskilledand another soldier
got wounded,” the officer told Xinhua
but refused to be identified.

In another development, the ANA’s
regional Corps Commander General
Rahmatullah Raufi confirmed firefight
in the same district on Friday, saying:

“The enemies ambushed a convoy of
ANA when it was moving from Kajaki
District to Sangin yesterday, one soldier
was killed and four othersinjured.”

Meantime, Taleban's purported
spokesman Qari Y usuf Ahmadi claimed
that the militants had killed some 50
soldiers in their attacks on troops in
Sangin District. He also confirmed that
five militants had also lost their livesin
the firefight. Clashes and skirmishes
have been on the rise since last week
during which over 200 have been killed,
bringing the total number of conflict
victimsto around 500 over the past five
months. —MNA/Xinhua

Zambiato make electricity available
inall rural areas

Lusaka, 21 May—ZambiaElectricity
ServiceCorporation(ZESCO) andRural
Electrification Authority (REA)
signed a 48.3-hillion-kwacha (about
15.58-million-US-dollar) deal to make
electricity availabletoall therural areas,
Times of Zambia reported Saturday.

At the signing ceremony held here
Friday, ZESCO managing director
Rhodnie Sisala commended REA for
identifyingZESCO asastrategicpartner
in taking electricity to the rural areas.

He said ZESCO's connecting rural
areas will reduce dependence on wood
based sourcesandimprovethelivelihood
of therural people.

He also commended the government
for setting up the REA to oversee

he said.

of Zambia.

implementationof therural electrification
projectsin al the nine provinces of the
southern African country.

“It is hoped that with the signing of
this agreement, REA will ensure timely
provision of the required funds to
enable ZESCO to carry out speedy
implementation of these 43 projects
whosetotal estimated costis48.3billion
kwacha. Wewill ensurethat the projects
are completed within stipulated time,”

REA boardchairmanLikoloNdalamei
saidonthesameoccasionthat theprojects
arenot an easy task especially inlight of
theoverwhelming needsfromall corners

MNA/Xinhua

b
v

A jaguar is seen at the Philadelphia Zoo, Philadelphié, on 1é Méy , 2006.

After nearly two years away ‘vacationing' at other zoos, lions, snow leopards,
a puma and other big cats are back at the Philadelphia Zoo. Next week, the
zo00 is scheduled to open a new $20 million habitat for them that aimsto
educate visitors about conservation.—I NTERNET
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After the lunch, we pensioners continued our
discussions about the 2006 press conference.

“1 have learnt that U Aung Thein of Thakayta
Townshipand U Khin Maung Win of Ottwin NLD are
among the hard-core UGs of NDD Thein Win. After
the unrest U Aung Thein joined NLD and served as
member of theorgani zing committeeand then member
of the central supporting group for social affairs’.

“According to the confessionsand repliestothe
queries of the correspondents, of these two, and other
UGs SayaY e (@) Than Oo of Pyu, Khaing Mar Soe of
Pyu, Yu Noot (a) Aung Cho Oo of Tamway, and U
Aung Moe who was arrested on 28 March thisyear, it
is apparent that NLD members, so-called veteran
politicians and terrorists in exile have contacts with
insurgents”.

“So, the Information Minister said at the press
conference held on 26 April this year that there had
been anumber of evidencesthat were concreteenough
to declare NLD unlawful association”.

“The Ministry of Home Affairs released the
notification 1/2006 dated 12 April 2006 and declared
SeinWin-led NCGUB, HlaOo and Pyithit Nyunt Wai-
led FTUB, Than Khe-led ABSDF, and Win Khet-led
NLD (LA) and al their members as terrorists’.

“The declaration also carried with concrete
evidences some incidents of inhuman bomb blasts,
someplotsto detonate bombsthat had been beexposed
in time, and some destructive acts designed to incite
mass protests”.

“Then, we can deduce from the clarification
made at the press conference and the declarations as
terroriststhat terrorists of underground, aboveground
and expatriates who are desperately anxious to seize
power are audaciously committing terrorist acts that
aretargeted oninnocent peopl ethrough three-pronged
attack with the intention of driving the government
intoatight corner and discreditingit. They areresorting
to various evil means to keep on committing terrorist
acts. Moreover, they are variously manufacturing
fabricated newsand exaggerated storiesto cause unrest
in our nation and calling on big countries to put
pressure on and impose economic sanctions against
our nation.

“Of course, they are totally disregarding the
national interests and are abysmally wicked for their
party to come to power and for themselves to gain
higher positions however many people have been
killedintheincidentsand the peopleareindirestraits.
Their actsareasthe saying that goesthemoreaperson
suffers, the more the other is benefited”.

“Throughout the history of our nation, there
were SO many persons in successive periods who
perpetrated destructive actsbecausethey did not come
to power, who vied with others for power and who
were too self-centered. Every time in the end, the
nation and the people fell victim to their struggles’.

“So, itishigh timethey correctly reviewed the
prevailing conditions of the world and our nation and
worked together with goodwill for national
development rather than in theinterests of themselves
and their party”.

“They should aso have considered that if they
stick to terrorist and destructive acts with inhumane

manner and narrow-minded attitude to hamper
development inthetime of the Tatmadaw Government,
they will have to suffer the evil consequences due to
their misdeeds not only in present existence but alsoin
future existences. And if they do not hinder national
development tasks, | am sure our nation will becomea
democratic one with development sooner”.

“They should have taken lessons that the
conditionsin Iraq after the US hasinvaded the country
andistransformingitinto ademocratic onetoitsliking
aremany timesworse than thosein thetime of Saddam
Hussein”.

“In my opinion, all should take necessary
measures so that the peoplewill not get into troubleand
thenationwill not collapse. | would say, democracy can
never be introduced in our nation if our nation is not
developed and the people are poverty-stricken with
adversities. And our nation will be able to practise
democracy anditwill existlong only whenthenationis
peaceful, modern and developed”.

“But, somesay ‘nopain: nogain’ andclingtothe
wrong concept that the people have to withstand pains
and troubles at present and they will make the nation
developed and prosperous when they come to power.
And they are persuading international community to
impose sanctionsand put pressure on the nation so that
theTatmadaw Government will not achieveany success
in its national development tasks. They are also
perpetrating destructive acts to cause unrest in the
nation. So, they should have made reviews to find out
whether their actsare correct or not, it isbecauseit has
taken nearly two decadesbut their actshave not showed
any fruitful results”.

“l do not think they will achieve their goal
becausewhatever they do they rely onforeign elements
instead of on the domestic strength. Their attempts
harmed our nation’s economy to an extent and the
closure of many garment factories in the nation left a
great number of workers especially women jobless.
And many young women fell victim to human
trafficking. Moreover, political casesbecametoassociate
with the social sector and in consequencevariouskinds
of social assistance were banned or withdrawn. Their
actshaveresultedin adverseeffectstothenationandthe
people in the short-term and long-term”.

“Wheat is the use of detonating bombs in three
busy places in Y angon that killed 23 innocent people
and wounded 150. And what was the use of the scheme
they plotted to blast thetrain and to fire heavy weapons
to kill the passengers. They should think it over that
their plot could tarnish theimage of thegovernment and
prove that the nation was in unstable condition. The
blasted placesin Yangon are now hectic again. In the
timesof previousgovernments, there were many bomb
explosions to destroy railroads. But, the destroyed
railroads were reconstructed just a few days later and
the people were travelling as usual”.

“Weall should notethefact that invented stories
ledtothe 1988 unrest and that wasfollowed by anarchy.
Some people are still taken in by the stories although
they know that destructive elements arein the habit of
fabricating news. So, al the people are to be vigilant
against their destructiveactsand respectiveofficialsare
to often make clarificationsto such actsto the people”.

Weweredeep in our conver sation but it wasgettingdark. So, we
stopped our discussionsand said goodbyeto each other and headed
home. Onmyway home, | wasinfluenced by athought that if all wor k
together and givepriority totheinterestsof thenation and thepeople,
our nation will beableto transform itself into a democratic oneand
will be able to stand tall in theinternational community.

Hein Myint

“You arearetired serviceman, so explain to us
therole of the Tatmadaw, please”.

“The Tatmadaw isaforcethat issystematically
formed. It is public knowledge that discipline is the
mainstay of the Tatmadaw and it has a fine tradition
that servicemen are shoul dering dutieswith thevow to
sacrificetheir lives for the motherland and the people
without seeking their own interests. It is also a fine
tradition that servicemen are to conscientiously obey
theorder andresponsibilitiestheir superiorsat different
levels give to them. If assigned duties, they have to
discharge the duties at risk to their lives even though
they are under whatever difficulties and hardships”.

“Asyou know, no parties nor personswereina
position to take responsibilities to arrest the
deteriorating situations in the nation and so the
Tatmadaw had to take over State responsibilitiesasa
historicduty. Sincethen, it hasbeentaking all possible
measures systematically for national development,
proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system, and building of a democratic nation”.

“Whatever it does, the Tatmadaw first seeks
appropriatewaysthat canyieldthemost fruitful results
but can cause the fewest bad consequences and lays
down plans. Now, in the nation-building drive, no
doubt, itlaid downfirst thegoal of building apeaceful,
modern and developed discipline-flourishing
democratic nation and systematically implementing it
throughthemost appropriatewaysthat areinconformity
with the prevailing conditions of the nation. | am sure
the government will be pursuing the national goal
through the State's seven-step Road Map until it
achievesitsgoal. Whatever hardshipsthe government
isfacing, surely asitstradition, it will see to the road
map in the interests of the nation and the people”.

“For many years, the Tatmadaw has invited
NLD totheNational Convention. TheNCisbeingheld
with the representatives of national races and
representatives from all walks of life and the
representativesof political parties. But,theNLD walked
out of theNC of itsown accord. WhentheNC resumed
after it was adjourned, the government again invited
the NLD to the NC. But, the NLD excused that itsall
the demands were not met and thusiit failed to attend
the NC again”.

“The Tatmadaw invited the NLD to the NC for
many timesbutitremainedhard-line. After the Tatmadaw
had madeagood headway withtheNC, theNL D started
toenter negotiation. | think the Tatmadaw will continue
to march forwards with grim determination along the
path it has paved itself until it meetsits goa. | do not
think the government will not changeits mind to serve
theinterests of the nation and the people. And it will be
convenient only if the NLD joins hands with the
Tatmadaw. | would liketo urgethe NLD to put asideits
owninterestsand to cooperatewiththe Tatmadaw inthe
interests of the nation and the peopl€’.

“Anyhow, itisthebest that all work together in
harmony in the interests of the nation and the people.
Indeed, the Tatmadaw is not a political party but itis
just aforce that has already had afine tradition that it
focuseson theinterests of the nation and the people as
long as the nation exists. So, | would say respective
political parties, organizations and politicians should
review the prevailing conditions asthey realy areand
collaborate with the Tatmadaw” .

We were deep in our conversation but it was
getting dark. So, we stopped our discussions and said
goodbye to each other and headed home. On my way
home, | was influenced by athought that if all work
together and give priority to theinterests of the nation
and the people, our nation will be able to transform
itself intoademocratic oneandwill beableto standtall
in the international community.

Trandation: MS
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Govt, Tatmadaw and people, genuine
forces building...

(from page 1)

All training pro-
grammes have profound
and fine goals. Thetrain-
ees are the persons who
are leading the locals in
successfully realizing the
aims of the association,
withfirmbelief. Enhance-
ment of the members'
qualificationswill lead to
stronger unity andtopeace
and stability and progress.
Thememberswill beable
to lead and organize the
entire people by actively
taking partinregional de-
velopment tasks.

The subject lectured
at the course will help
strengthen and improve
the conviction, belief,
qualification and leader-
ship ability of the mem-
bers. In addition, the
course will aso teach du-
ties of aleader and afol-
lower, administration, na-
tional politics, national
security and defence and
national development.
The discussions at the
course will focus on the
united strength through
correct leadership.

In implementation of
the tasks for peace and
stability and devel opment
the qualifications of the
leaders at different levels
must be high and effec-
tive so that they can un-
dertake the objectives of
the association and future
tasks and serve the inter-
est of the people, he said.

He said they must

have the leadership quali-
ties to serve the duty of
higher level sand al so pos-
sess qualities of good fol-
lowersin carrying out the
guidelines of the associa-
tion and leaders at differ-
ent levels. They have to
try to possess good quali-
ties of a leader such as
strong belief and concept,
knowledge, courage, per-
severance, endurance, loy-
aty, enthusiasm, patience,
amicability, sincerity,
morality, decisivewill and
justice and organize the
followers to take active
partinthetasks, headded.
Hesaid it is necessary for
themto have such concept
to follow the guidelines
for realization of the ob-
jectives.

Hesaidthey musthave
not only good qualities of
theleader but those of the
followers. The leader and
the followers are insepa-
rable. If oneisagood fol-
lower, he will be a good
leader. He is a leader as
well as a follower at the
same time. Realizing that
the leaders discharge
heavy duties, the follow-
ershaveto cooperatewith
him with confidence and
loyalty. They are to be
trained to become good
followers as well as good
leadersonwhomthe State
and the association can
rely, he said.

In establishing anew
nation, the government is
implementingthetasksfor

stability of the State,
strong economy of the
State and promotion of
national education. The
USDA holds annual gen-
eral meetings each year
andlay downfuturetasks,
he said. Associations at
differentlevelsareimple-
menting the nine future
tasks in conformity with
the present conditions of
the State laid down at the
annual general meeting
(2005), he added.

Thefuturetasksof the
association are in the in-
terest of the State and the
people and USDA mem-
bersaretoexplainthetasks
to local people. By doing
so, the local people will
come to realize the com-
munity welfare services
and they can cooperate
with the association.

In summer, the as-
sociation conducted pro-
ficiency, international
studies, nationa culture
and moral courses, man-
agement and vocational
training courses and nur-
tured its 3,002,128 mem-
bersin 25,406 venues.

The USDA members
cometoknow thevalueof
sovereignty, the Union,
unity, independence and
peace and they become
those who want to build
theUnion, preservethena
tional charactersand cus-
toms and safeguard the
Myanmar society. These
courses nurture the asso-
ciation members to be-

come good citizens with
high qualifications and
human resources.

Hesaid Myanmar has
been a sovereign, inde-
pendent nation with its
own culturefor thousands
of years. All the national
racessafeguard the sover-
eignty and independence
withnationalist spirit. The
country hasbeenstanding
tall among the nations of
the world as it preserves
the high standard of cul-
ture and national prestige
and integrity, he said.

Itisvery importantfor
everyone of thenation re-
gardless of the place he
livesto havestrongUnion
Spirit. Only Union Spirit
is the true patriotism all
thenationalitieswill have
to safeguard. Only Un-
ion Spirit is the base of
Our ThreeMain National
Causes. Those who up-
hold Our Three Main
National Causes will be
able to build a peaceful
and developed nation.
The entire national peo-
ple are to try to be con-
stantly imbued with Un-
ion Spirit.

Therura peoplecon-
stitute over 70 per cent of

the nation’s population.
Therural residentsarethe
main work force of the
nation. Efforts are being
made from rural develop-
ment to urban develop-
ment. Meantime, stepsare
aso to be taken to bring
about equitable develop-
ment acrossthe Union. In
this regard, the five rura
development tasksarebe-
ing implemented to be
coupled with thetasksfor
ensuring supply of power
torural regionsand open-
ing of rural libraries.
Moreover, extended cul-
tivation of physic nut
plantsisto be carried out
with the active participa-
tion of the USDA mem-
bers.

The seven-step
Road Map has been laid
down and isbeing imple-
mented in order to build a
peaceful, modern, devel-
opedanddiscipline-flour-
ishing democratic nation.
TheNational Convention,
thefirstand crucial step of
the Road Map is being
convened for the drafting
of the State constitution.
The emergence of the
State constitution is the
duty of all citizens of

Myanmar. This being so,
it is incumbent upon all
the USDA memberstodo
their bit with Union Spirit
for successful realization
of the seven-step Road
Map.

In conclusion, the
USDA Secretary-General
called on the association
members to try their best
to be well-qualified in all
aspects, realizing the pre-
vailing situations of the
nation, to strive to equip
the national people with
Union Spirit and thespirit
of serving the interest of
the State and the people,
tomakeearnest effortsfor
successof Our ThreeMain
National Causes, the 12
objectives, the seven-step
Road Map, the five rural
development tasksandthe
ninework programmesof
the association, to imple-
ment the nation-building
endeavours, enlisting the
strength of thepeople, and
toexerciseaconstantvigi-
lance against the destruc-
tive acts.

After the cer-
emony, the USDA Secre-
tary-Genera greetedthose
present on the occasion.

MNA

Thefuturetasksof theassociation areinthe
interest of the State and the people and USDA
member saretoexplainthetaskstolocal people.
By doing so, thelocal peoplewill cometorealize
the community welfare services and they can

cooper ate with the association.

Korean training ship ¢

oncludes stopover visit

Wellwishers invited to donate cash

YANGoN, 22 May — A training ship of the
Republic of Korea, namely HANBADA, from Korea
Maritime University, concluded its 5-day stopover
visit and left here today.

The ship carrying 116 trainees and four cadet
officers arrived here on 18 May as part of itstraining
sea voyage around the world.

Before they left Nanthida Jetty, Captain of
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HANBADA Mr Lee Hyoung Ki and Professor U
Thein Tun of the Ingtitute of Marine Technology
exchanged souvenirs.

Director General U Maung Maung Oo of the
Transport Department, Managing Director U Thein
Htay of the Myanmar Port Authority and responsible
officials bade farewell to Korean trainees.

MNA
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to Gwa township storm victims

YAaNGoN, 22 May — Public wellwishers are
contributing cash donationsfor storm victimsthrough
Gwa Township Strom Relief Committee of Rakhine
Social Organizationsat Danyawady Monastery at the
corner of Yedashe Street and U Htaung Bo Street in
Bahan township here.

To date the donations amounted to K 4.8
million — K 250,000 by Manaung Township
Association; K 200,000 each by Maungtaw Township
Organization, Rakhine Y outh Association, U Kyaw
Khin and Daw Mwe Mwe (Decoland Co Ltd) and U
Khin Maung Win and Daw Soe Moe Thu; K 150,000
each by Dr U Thaung Lwinand Dr Khin Aye Than and
U Shwe Tin Aung and Daw Phyu Nu; K 100,000 each
by Pauktaw Township Association, Laydauk Township
Association, U Aung Tha Tun and Daw Mya Oo, U
Sein Tun Hla and Daw Tan Yi and Daw Kyan; K
50,000 each by U Tha Tun (Kyaukpyu), U Ba Shwe
and Daw Thein Kyi, U Aung Myint and Daw Nu
Shwe, U Myint Shweand Daw Mi Mi Sheinand U Ba
Khant and Daw Khin Shwe; 78 shirts and 43 sets of
slippersfor kidsworth K 200,000 by U Zaw Zaw Min
and U Myat Zaw Soe Latt and Daw Htet Htet Myo;
exercise books and stationery worth K 100,000; and
cashandkindworthK 2.6 million by other wellwishers
plusK 2.2 million donated on 16 May alone.

Anyonecan contribute cash donationsto Gwa
Township Storm Relief Committee, whichwill bekept
open until 15 June from 9 amto 5 pm daily. — MNA
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Computer graphicscompetition to mark International
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

L N

N

Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win gives encouragement to the participants who are taking

part in a comemmorative computer graphics competition. —mnA

Sittaung Bridge
(Moppalin) inspected

YaNncon, 22 May — Minister for Construction
Maj-Gen Saw Tun, accompanied by the officials of
Public Works this morning inspected earth work for
building DaikU-Myitkyo-Nyaungkahshay motor road
and two bridges along the road.

The minister instructed the engineers to redouble
their effortsto upgrade the road into atarredroad. The
21-mile 2-furlong long road links Yangon-
Mawlamyine-Myeik road with Yangon-Mandaly
Highway.

Atthebriefing hall of Sittaung Bridge (Moppalin),
the minister heard reports on completion of the bridge
and work to be carried out, and attended to the needs.

The Sittaung Bridge (Moppalin) is of a steel-
framedtypeanditis2392.7 feet|ong, and canwithstand
60-ton load. Now, the rest of the bridge is under
construction.—MNA

YanGon, 22 May — Organized by Yangon
DivisionPrevention Against Danger of Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances, a computer graphics
competition at division level to mark International
Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking was
held at University of Computer Studies on Parami
Road in Hline Township this morning.

Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and

Devel opment Council Commander Brig-GenHlaHtay
Win cameto giveencouragement to the participantsin
the competition. On his arrival, the commander was
conducted by rector of the university Dr Nila Thein
and officials concerned round there.

A total of 30 studentsfrombasic education high
schoolsand middleonesin Y angon Division took part
in the competition. — MNA

YANGON, 22 May —
Chairmanof Y angon City
Development Committee
Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin and officials
thismorninginspectedthe
city plantation and resort
being undertaken by
YCDC in Uto in Taikkyi

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin in

e
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spects growth

Uto region. — MNA

township, Yangon North
District.

The mayor heard
reports on farming and
poultry rearing at the
plantation. Later, he
inspected fish ponds,
chicken farms, two rice
mills and paddy storage

facilities, and grew a
physic nut plant in the
plantation. After
inspecting vegetable
plantations, the mayor
caled for cultivation of
1,500-acre  monsoon
paddy, extension of
poultry farming and
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of fish to beincubated i

i

o

n fisﬁ farm,

building of fish ponds.
There are a lot of
cattle, 29 acres of physic
nut plantationand poultry
rearing in the city
plantation and resort.
YCDC

Malaysia Khind Electrical

& Electronics presents gifts

to sales agents, lucky draw
winners

Y ANGON, 22 May —MalaysiaK hind Electrical
& Electronics presented gifts to sales agents who sold
the products of the company at most and awards to
winnersof lucky draw programmeat the TradersHotel
on Sule Pagoda Road here yesterday.

Managing Director U Bilal (a) U Kyaw Kyaw
presented Nanosilver Poly Technology Khind side by
side refrigerators worth K 1.8 million to sales agents
Sein Gay Har Super Centre, City Mart Holding Co L td
and Kyaw Electronicandawardstolucky draw winners
U Min Thein of South Oakkapala Township and Daw
Ni Ni Khaing of Sangyoung Township. Director
Mohrmad Faisal (a) U Thuraalso presented awardsto
other sale agents and lucky draw winners.

Next, production processof Khind Electronics
were demonstrated with the use of coporate radio. At
Khind Electro World of Lapyaewin Plaza prizes are
being given out to the remaining 78 winners out of 90
whowon lucky draw programmeheld at Sein Gay Har
Centre on 29 April.

Water heater, gascooker, cooker hood, vacuum
cleaner, microwave oven, oven toaster and glasster
hop are also available.

Those wishing to buy such electronic
appliances can contact Ph No 292307.

MNA

Three sales agents, two lucky draw winners,
amanaging-director and a director seen
together with prize money.

MNA

Three Gorges project playskey rolein
flood control of Yangtze

THRee Gores Dam SITE
(Huegl), 22 May— The
Three Gorges Project,
whosemammothdamwas
completed on Saturday,
playsakey roleintheflood
control system of the
Yangtze River, experts
said here.

Theprojectiscapable

of holding back major
floodsonthelongest river
in China because of its
location, size and
landform, said Zheng
Shouren, member of the
Academy of Engineering
of China.

The project is located
at the site where the

Y angtzeRiver’ supperand
middle reaches meet.

As a key facility to
hold back flooded water,
the Three Gorges
Reservoir is capable of
holding 22.15 billion
cubic water level of 175
metres.

MNA/Xinhua

21.5.06 {Sunday)
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Indian mily delegation visits NDC, DSMA

YAnGoN, 22 May
— A 20-member delega-
tion of National Defence
College of the Republic
of India visited National
Defence College here to-
day.

First, Commandant
of National Defence Col-
lege Mgj-Gen Moe Hein
greetedthemat thehall of
thecollegeand briefed on
the background history
and academic studies of
the college. Next, leader
of the delegation group
Commodore Rear Admi-
ral Venkat Shanker, vsm,
Senior Directing Staff
(Navy) andMaj-GenMoe
Hein exchanged souve-
nirs.

Afterwards, the
delegationalsovisitedthe
Defence Services Medi-
cal Institute in

g

Commandant of National Defence College Maj-Gi

-5

= = I
en Moe Hein receives Commo-

dore Rear Admiral, Venkal Shanker, vam, Senior Directing Staff (Navy). — mna

Mingaladon Township
where Rector of theinsti-
tute Brig-Gen Min Thein
welcomed them.

In the afternoon,
they wenttotheWar Cem-
etery in Htaukkyant and

laid wreaths.
Thelndiandelega-
tion arrived here yester-
day evening and they
were welcomed at
Yangon International
Airport by Deputy Com-

mandant of National De-
fence College Brig-Gen
Than Aung, Military
Attaché of India to
Myanmar Col Jasvinder
Singh Chopra and offic-
ers. — MNA

- Debut of “Thwe’ (Blood) Movieon 23-24 May

Y ANGON, 22 May
— “Thwe” (Blood)
Moviedirected by Japa-
nese Director Mr Koji
Chino will be shown at
Thamada Cinema here
on 23 and 24 May and
as the debut in
Myanmar.

Director Mr Koji

friendship moviein To-
kyo on 8 December in
2003 and in Kyoto,
Osaka and other cities.
When the debut was
made in Japan, it was
crowded with Japanese
World-War |1 Veterans,
76-year-old Director Mr
Koji said.

actors Kyaw Thu, Min
Maw Gon, Myanmar
Actress Myo Thandar
Tun, Japanese Actress
Akari Asou and Japa-
nese Actor Toshiyuki
Nagashima.

Mr Koji will aso
screen the movie in

Mandalay on 30 and 31 |

-

Minister Brig-Gen Thura
Aye Myint...

(from page 16)

Director of Sportsand Physical Education Depart-
ment U Maung Win presented medal to Mike Hke
(Kywemin) who stood second in Featherweight Class
and golden belt to Dawna Pan (Kywemin).

Vice-President of Myanmar Traditiona Sports
Federation U Myint Soe presented medal to Saw Lu
Min (Taungkalay) who stood second in Lightweight
Class and golden belt to Win Tun (A& Ministry).

U Khin Maung Tun (Htet Lin) presented medal to
Naga Lay (Mwehaukmin) who stood second in Light
Welterweight Class and golden belt to Kye Lin Aung
(Taungkalay).

Director U Aung Tin (Myanmar Towards Co)
presented medal to Yan Gyi Aung (Alinyaung) who
stood second in Welterweight Classand golden belt to
ThuraYe Aung (Myanmarpyitha).

Deputy Director-General of SPED U Thein Aung
presented medal to Kyaw Nyein (Cement Plant) who
stood second in Light Middleweight Classand golden
belt to Zan Htoo (Taungkalay).

Director-General of SPED U Thaung Htaik pre-
sented medal to Zarni Hsin Y aing (Taungkalay) who
stood secondin Middleweight Classand goldenbeltto
Cement Star (Cement Plant).

Next, Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint pre-
sented cash and medal to ShweWah Tun (MPCE) who
stood second in Above-Middleweight Class, cash and
golden belt to Lone Chaw (KLN) who stood first,
championship shield to Cement Plant Club which
scored points most in the match and cash to the ring
referees.

Afterwards, President U Win Myint presented
cash awardsto Kye Lin Aung (Taungkalay) who won
thebest boxer award and ShweWah Tun (M PCE) who
won the best competitor award.

President U Win Myint, Director-General U

Chino made the debut The movie char- | May. ‘ S Thaung Htaik and Vice-President U Myint Soe pre-
of the Japan-Myanmar | acters were Myanmar MNA | Mr Koji Chino.—MNA | ot cash awards to referees—MNA
~ N . . ; .
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The European Union and
Washington are split over
an EU proposd to offer
Iranagenerouspackageof
incentives including nu-
clear reactors and security
pledges if it stops enrich-
ing uranium, diplomats
said on Saturday.

The EU draft offer of
apackage of incentivesin
exchangefor asuspension
of enrichment hascauseda
split in the West's previ-
oudly united position on
Iransince Washington has
serious reservations about
theEuropeanplan, EUdip-
lomats said.

The plan will be dis-
cussed in London on
Wednesday by senior offi-
cias from France, Britain
and Germany (the EU3),
the United States, Russia
and China, an EU diplo-
mat familiar with the
EU3 sdraft told Reuters.

“We agreed to offer
Iran anuclear power plant
and possibly more, adong
with support for an inter-
national (nuclear) fuel con-
sortium to guarantee fuel

ity,” the diplomat said on
condition of anonymity.

Russiaand Chinaare
expected to support the
plan but Washington is
concerned about the idea
of supporting a regional
security framework in the
Middle East and exempt-
ing EU firmsfromUSpen-
alties if they do business
with Iran.

“We're still looking
at it and we' ve not yet de-
cided our position,” Un-
dersecretary of State
Nicholas Burns told
Reuters.

A British Foreign Of-
fice spokesman said pub-
lic discussion of the EU
proposal’s contents was
“premature” andindicated
that there was no guaran-
tee Iran would be offered
any reactors.

“The possible supply
of alight-water reactor for
Iran is still under consid-
eration,” he said.

EU diplomats said
Washington was uncom-
fortable with the idea of
offering Iran any reactors

gress to exempt EU firms
from US pendlties for nu-
clear dealswith Iran.

The EU and United
States believe Iran is se-
cretly developing atomic
wespons under cover of a
civilianenergy programme

richment programme,
which could produceatom
bomb fuel. Iran refuses,
saying its atomic pro-
grammeissolely aimed at
the peaceful generation of
electricity.

MNA/Reuters

France, Morocco to step up
cooperation in fighting terrorism

RaBaT, 22 May —
Franceand Morocco said
on Saturday they would
strengthen cooperationin
the fight against terror-
ism and drug trafficking.

“Wehavedecidedto
reinforce the cooperation
in fighting terrorism and
drug trafficking,” said
French Interior Minister
Nicolas Sarkozy in the
southern Moroccan city
of Marrakech after meet-
ing with his Moroccan
counterpart  Chakib
Benmoussa.

Benmoussa said the
two countrieswill step up
cooperation in fighting
terrorism, especialy in

the dismantlement of a
number of terrorist cells
intheregion.

According to ajoint
statement issued after the
meeting, Sarkozy and
Benmoussahave madean
evaluation on the menace
of terrorismin theregion.

Sarkozy and
Benmoussa also talked
about the issue of illegal
migrants. They agreed to
step up effortstobring the
issueunder control, and at
the same time offer tech-
nological andfinancia aid
tothewest Mediterranean
countries to help stemil-
legal migrantsfromflood-
ing in. — MNA/Xinhua



AccordingtoaPress
release from Cathay Pa-
cificonSaturday, Cathay
Pecific was aso voted
“Best Airline Based in
Asid’ and “ Best Trans-
pacific Airline” in
OAG'sawardshbased on
its poll of business trav-
ellers.

The awards are
among the most valued
and respected of in the
\industry, “representing

(Cathay Pacific named “Airline of |
theYear 2006” by OAG

Hong Kong, 22 May — Cathay Pacific Airways has been named
“Airline of the Year 2006” by global travel and transport information
company OAG (Official AirlineGuide) at itspr estigious24th annual awar ds
ceremony in London earlier thisweek.

theviews of the most fre-
quent travellers,” OAG
said, adding “Independ-
ent and unbiased, the
awardsrecognizeairlines
ability todelivertheprom-
ises made by the market-
ingandadvertisingdepart-
ments. Itisfor thisreason
that the OAG Airline of
theYear Awardsare held
in such high esteem.”
Cathay Pecific beat
off competitionfrommore

than 40 airlines nomi-
nated in 16 regional and
global categories. The
OAG*“Airlineof theY ear
2006" awardisthefourth
consecutiveAirlineof the
Year accolade won by
Cathay Pacificinthepast
two years. It was named
“Airline of the Year
2005” intheworld' shig-
gest passengerspoll con-
ducted by Skytrax, last

October.—MNA/Xi nhueb
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A couplelook at a
Malaysia Airlines
aircraft at the
international airport
in Sepang, outside
Kuala Lumpur on 22
May, 2006. — I NTERNET

WEF meeting on Mid-East opensin Egypt’sresort

SHARM EL-SHEIKH
(Egypt), 21 May —The
World Economic Forum
(WEF) conference on the
Middle East kicked off on
Saturday afternoon in
Egypt's Sinai resort of
Sharmel-Sheikh, whichis
attended by some 1,200
political andbusinesslead-
ersfrom 46 countries.

Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak inaugu-
rated the key regional
event.

Inhisopening speech,
Mubarak said that the fo-
rum came at an important
time for the Middle Eat,
which he said had seen
transformations  and
achievements, aspirations
and opportunities, chal-
lengesanddifficulties. The
world was changing and
that all the people in the

challenges, such asthees-
calating danger of terror-
ism, weapons of mass de-
struction and poverty,
which called for morein-

said Mubarak.

“A world of chal-
lenges that must be over-
come, such as the widen-
ing gap between the rich

and economic imbalance
of the present global order
andtheescalatingthreat of
terrorism and weapons of
massdestruction,” hesaid.

ternational cooperation,

and the poor, the political
S

Firemen in old uniformsdrive an old fire ehginethat can be dated back to

MNA/Xinhua

the year of 1929 in the street of Helsinki, capital of Finland on
20 May, 2006. More than 50 old fire engines of different times and stylesare
showcased in the street of Helsinki as part of the activity of the Old Fire

Mexico says USfailsto
check flow of illegal
Immigrants

MEexico, 22 May — Despiteanti-immigration
measur es, the United States has not managed to
stem the flow of illegal immigrants to the United
States, said the National Population Council
on Sunday.

In a research report, the Mexico's state agency
said theillegal immigration continues because immi-
grants are crossing in the United States from more
physically dangerous areas and by the network oper-
ated by gangs of immigrant smugglers.

From 1993t0 1997, Tijuanaand Nuevo Laredo—
which are not distant from the US cities of San Diego
and Laredo respectively—saw about 47 per cent of
illegal border crossings.

Now only 26 per cent of such crossingstook place
therebecause20 per centillegal immigrantsmadetheir
crossings now at Agua Prieta, El Sasabe and Sonoyta
or over the desert in Sonora, where physical risks are
much higher.

In addition, more and more people were traf-
ficked into the United States by the human smug-
gling gangs.

According to statistics, a majority of undocu-
mented immigrants from the Mexican states of
Campeche, Chiapas, Oaxaca, QuintanaRoo, Tabasco,
Veracruz and Y ucatan from 2001 to 2004 were trans-
ported into the United States by the gangs.

The research agency recommended setting up a
migratory deal to encourage orderly and legal migra-

world were facing similar

Engine Display. — INTERNET

tion. — MNA/Xinhua

In thisimage released by oﬁédi'tion, British
yatchwoman Dee Caffari, sails toward the finish
line, aboard Aviva, off of The Lizard, southwestern
England on 18 May, 2006 as she becomes the first
woman to complete solo non-stop round the world
voyage against prevailing winds and currentsin a

west-about route. — INTERNET

US lawmaker taped accepting cash

WasHINGTON, 22 May — FBI agents videotaped Representative William Jefferson, a Louisiana
Democr at, accepting 100,000 USdollarsin cash they said wasintended asa bribefor aNigerian official
and later found 90,000 US dollars of the money hidden in his freezer, according to a court document

released on Sunday.

The document said the eight-
termcongressmanreceivedthecash
from an FBI informant, who ap-
proachedthebureauinMarch 2005
with her suspicion that Jefferson
and two business associates con-
spired to defraud her out of 3.5
million US dollars.

Jefferson, a senior member of
the powerful House Ways and
Means Committee, has been under
investigationfor hisrolein helping
aNigeriancompany withanInternet
venture. He has maintained hisin-
nocence in the matter.

The court document was the
basisforanFBI searchof Jefferson's
congressiona office on Saturday
and Sunday. The FBI had no com-
ment on what it found in the 18-

hour search.

Accordingtothedocument, the
FBI recorded a series of conversa-
tions between Jefferson and thein-
formant, leading up to a 30 July,
2005, meeting at ahotel in the Vir-
giniasuburbsof Washington. What
happened next was captured by the
FBI onvideotape, thedocument said.

"At the close of the meeting,
(the informant) and Congressman
Jefferson exited the building and
stood before the open trunk of (the
informant's) car. At that time, Con-
gressman Jefferson reached in and
removed areddish-brown coloured
leather briefcase which contained
100,000USdollarscashindenomi-
nationsof 100-dollar bills," accord-
ing to the court document.

"He placed the briefcase in a
reddish-brown coloured cloth bag,
then took the bag, containing the
briefcase and the 100,000 US dol-
larsin cash and placed it inside the
passenger compartment of his1990
Lincoln Town Car and drove off."

According to the document,
the money was to be used to bribe
a high-ranking Nigerian Govern-
ment official who had agreed to
help an American telecommunica
tions company do business in Ni-
geria. FBI agents searched
Jefferson's Washington residence
on 3 August and found 90,000 US
dollars of the cash in his freezer,
stuffed in frozen food containers
and aluminum foil, the document
said. — MNA/Reuters



12 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Tuesday, 23 May, 2006

ADVDERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV SEA MERCHANT VOY NO (671)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV SEA MER-
CHANT VOY NO (671) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 23.5.2006 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will
lieattheconsignee' srisk andexpensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.

Noclaimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER LINES
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

TRADE MARK CAUTION

TRIUMPH INTERNA-
TIONAL AKTIENGE-
SELLSCHAFT, a Company
incorporated in Germany, of
Marsstrasse 40, D-80335
Munchen, Germany, is the
Owner ofthe following Trade
Marks.-

DARLING

Reg. Mo. 4813/1995

DOREEN

Reg. No. 4814/1995

STAR

Reg. No. 4815/1495

Bee Dees
Reg. No. 4817/1995

Reg. No. 4818/1995

HAPPY DAYS

Reg. No. 4819/1995

ODETTE

Reg. No. 4820/1995

SLOGGI

Reg. No. 4821/1995

TRI-ACTION

Reg. No. 4822/1995

GODDESS

Reg. No. 4823/1995

MAMABEL

Reg. Mo, 4824/1995

LILLYETS

Reg. No. 4825/1995
in respect of "Articles of
clothing".

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin
M.A,HGP,DBL
for TRIUMPH

INTERNATIONAL AG

F.0. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 23 May 2006

Hamas dams
President’s call
for money

smuggling probe

Gaza, 21 May—
Ruling Hamasspokesman
Sami Abu Zuhri on
Saturday slammed
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas’ call for
investigation into an
alleged money smuggling
by AbuZuhriintotheGaza
Strip on Friday.

Inawritten statement
sent to reporters, Abu
Zuhri has also accused
Abbas aidesof “standing
behind the call to
investigate the issue of
trying to smuggle money
into the Gaza Strip”.

A source in Abbas
office in the West Bank
city of Ramallah said on
Friday that Abbasordered
the attorney general to
open an investigation and
question Abu Zurhi on
where this money came
from.

Abu Zuhri was
caught trying to smuggle
639,000 euros (about
817,000USdollars) at the
Rafah border crossing
between Egypt and the
Gaza Strip on Friday.
EuropeanUnionmonitors
at Rafah crossing point
asked Pal estinian security
officers to inspect Abu
Zuhri, whom Palestinian
sources said he was
coming from Damascus,
as they suspected
“something strange”
hidden under his cloths.

MNA/Xinhua

Myanmar

Building

A MODERN STATE
12005

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

L1 This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

L1 Tlustrated with colourful photographs.

LH Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00 per copy

Available at
] Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

W 381448,249031

MNews and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

Yangon B: 294306

# Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

Nuclear energy to play important role
in Canada

OtrTawa, 21 May—
Canadian Prime Minister
StephenHarper saidFriday
nuclear energy will play
animportant rolein future
energy solutions in
Canada.

Speaking at a joint
conference with his
Australian counterpart
John Howard after their
two days of meetings,
Harper said athough his
government has not made
find its nuclear policies,
hethinksnuclear energy is
“going to be an important
part of the mix aswe deal

with  energy and
environmental challenges
in the next century”.

Both Harper and
Howard said they will be
studying American-led
proposals on uranium
production and nuclear
energy at the Press

conference held in
Gatineau, Ottawa’'s
neighbouring city.

CanadaandAustralia
together account for 43 per
cent of the world's
uraniumdepositsandmore
than half its uranium
production.

Harper adso said he
and Howard discussed
Canada’'s potential
participation in the Asia-
Pacific Partnership on
Clean Development and
Climate, touted as an
aternative to the Kyoto
Protocol on greenhouse
gasemissions.

The Asia-Pacific
Partnership on Clean
Development and
Climate, dso known as
APG6, groups Australia,
India, Japan, China, South
Korea, and the United
States. Member countries

cooperateon devel opment
and transfer of technology
to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. But unlike the
Kyoto Protocol which
imposesmandatory limits,
this agreement allows
member countries to set
their goals for reducing
emissions individually,
with  no mandatory
enforcement mechanism.
Harper has been
publicly critical of Kyoto
recently, describing its
targetsasunachievable.He
said Canadais 35 per cent
behind its targets and
wanted the protocol to be
more lenient in its second
phase.
TheAustralianPrime
Minister reiteratedhiswish
for closer bilateral ties at
the joint conference. He
said he believes his
meetings with Harper this

week “ representanew start
in the contemporary
relationship  between
Audtraliaand Canada’.
Bothleaderssaidthey
had agreed to explore
further collaborationinall
fields, from international
security and their
countries’ respectiveroles
in Afghanistan, to their
roles in the Asia-Pecific
Region. —MNA/Xinhua
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Europeans ask USto consider
selling planesto Iran

WaASsHINGTON, 21
May— Europeans have
asked the United Statesto
consider selling new
commercia planesto Iran
as part of a proposed
package of inducements
and penalties aimed at
resolvingthenuclear crisis
with Teheran, diplomats
said on Friday.

The Europeans have
also proposed a regional
security dialoguethat some
hope could eventually
draw Washington and
Teheran, adversaries for
more than 25 years, into
direct talks.

The package was
formally presented to the
United States, Russia and

China shortly after it was
agreed on Thursday by
Britain, France, Germany
and European Union
foreignpolicy chief Javier
Solana.

“We're still looking
a it and we've not yet
decided our position,”
Undersecretary of State
Nicholas Burns told
Reuters.

Herefusedto discuss
details of the EU package
and said hewould deliver
the US response at a
meeting of political
directors of the major
powers in London on
Wednesday.

When the United
States first signed on to a

Europeaninitiativeinearly
2005 aimed at persuading
Iran to abandon nuclear
weapons-relatedactivities,
itagreedtoconsider selling
aircraft spare parts as an
inducement to Teheran.
But Iran, under
sweeping US sanctions
since the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, has aso asked
for planes to modernize its
aging fleet. One question
for Washington now is
“could we go beyond spare
partsandconsider providing
Iranwithnew planes,which
would necessarily need
acceptance by the US’, a
senior European diplomat
told reporters.
MNA/Reuters

Bush discusses
Mideast, energy
with Saudi FM

WASHINGTON, 21
May— US President
George W Bush met on
Friday withvisiting Saudi
Foreign Minister Saud a-
Faisal and thetwo leaders
talked about issues such
as the Middle East and
energy, White House
spokesman Tony Snow
said at a briefing.

“They arecontinuing
to talk about areas of
mutual concern, including
counterterrorism, military
affairs, energy, consular

affairs, regional
concerns,” Snow said.
The meeting,

attended by Secretary of
State Condoleezza Rice,
is expected to discuss
issues concerning lran,
Iraq and the Middle East
peace process.

Rice met with Saud
on Thursday and they
discussed regiona and
global issues of interest
for the second strategic
dialogue between the two
countries. Saudi Arabia
has been aUS dly in the
Middle East.

MNA/Xinhua
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NigerialuresAsian investorswith oil rights

Lacos, 21 May — Nigeriaopened an auction for ail drillingrightson Friday hopingtoattract billions
of dollars into infrastructure development from mostly Asian investorsin a public sale that raised
guestions about transparency.

The government
offered a total of 17
blocks, mostly in deep
water areas near huge oil
discoveries, to 10 com-
panies and gave them all
first right of refusal over
at least one area each in
return for commitments
to invest more than 20
billion US dollars.

Chinese and Indian
companiesdominated the
bidders' list, promising
investmentsinoil refining,
power generation and
railways in the
impoverished African oil
giant.

But several unknown
Nigerian companieswere
also set to receive major

]

Dee Caffari (R) is congratulated by Chay Blyth,
thefirst man to sail the ‘wrong way' round the
world in 1971, after arriving into Southampton
aboard Aviva on 21 May, 2006. Caffari, 33,
became the first solo yachtswoman to sail non-

stop around the world against the prevailing
winds and currents when she crossed the finish
line off the coast of Cornwall on 19 May, 2006.
The 29,000-mile voyage took Caffari 178
days.— INTERNET

drillingrightsandanalysts
questioned the trans-
parency of the process,
coming at a time of
heightened political
uncertainty withlandmark
elections due next year.
“In the same way that
President  Olusegun
Obasanjo had along hard
look at the deals made at
thetail end of theprevious
military administration,
there is every reason to
think that a new

government next year
would look at these if
there is any controversy
associated with this
process,” said Anthony
Goldman, anindependent
risk analyst.

Many of the blocks
offered on Friday were
unused portionsof earlier
licences which were
relinquished by major oil
companies, someof which
haveseenbillion-barrel oil
finds— MNA/REeuters

Urban Chinesetoturn to digital
TV programmesin 2015

SHENZHEN, 21 May —
China is planning to have
al its citizens to be
accessible to digita cable
TV programmes from
2015, an official said here
Saturday.

Zhang Haitao, deputy
director of the State
Administration of Radio,
Film and Televison, said
Chinaisworking to switch
from analog cable televi-
sion to digital cable
televisionafter athree-year
pilot programme proves
successful in49urbanaress.

Hemadetheremarksat
theon-going second China
International Cultural
Industry Fair held in the
southern  Guangdong
Province. By now, the
upgrading of digital
broadcasting in cities like
Qingdao, Hangzhou,
Shenzhen has been
completed, whilethework
in provinces and muni-
cipalities including
Shanghai, Tianjin, Guang-

nearly eight hours.

in 2003.

the improvements.

“Discovery” rolled to launch pad

WasHinGToN, 21 May — NASA on Friday rolled space shuttle Discovery to
the launch pad at the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida, in preparation for a
second test flight since the 2003 Columbia disaster.

The trip of about 6.5 kilometres from the Vehicle Assembly Building took

The launch window is between 1 July and 19 July.

Shuttleprogrammemanager WayneHal esaid hewasconfident that Discovery
wouldflyinJuly and NASA could completeanother two flightswithinthisyear.

Insulation foam falling off the shuttle's external fuel bank doomed Columbia

Despite expensive fuel tank modifications, the problem re-emerged during
Discovery'sliftoff last July inthefirst flight since the Columbiadisaster, forcing
the shuttle fleet to be grounded again.

Theincidentledtoredesignsof thefuel tank. NASA engineersarestill testing

Hale said an initial review of the data appeared to be good. NASA will not
make afinal decision until mid-June on whether to launch Discovery in July.

MNA/Xinhua

dong and Sichuan is till
goingon. Bytheendof last
year, Chinahad2,548radio
and TV stations. According
to government statistics,
there are 126 million cable
TV usersin the country.
MNA/Xinhua

A NTT DoCoMo employee presents the company’s
new FOMA N902iX HIGH-SPEED mobile phone
during an unveilingin Tokyo on 11 May, 2006. NTT
DoCoMo I nc, Japan’slargest mobile phone operator,
plans to make all its models compatible with global
standards so they can be used in more than 130
countries, a leading Japanese newspaper said
on Sunday. —INTERNET

41 recovering following poisonous
gasleak in C China

YicHANG, 21 May —
Forty-one people are
recoveringinhospital after
a poisonous gas leak was
caused by a chain of
collisions on an
expressway in central
China's Hubei Province
on Thursday.

Three other seriously
injured people are now in
astablecondition, sources
withthelocal government
of Yichang City said.

Thechain of collisions
occurred at 3:55 am
Thursday when eight
motor vehiclescollidedin
heavy fog on the Wuhan-
Yichang expressway near
Zhijiang City.

Four driversdiedinthe

initial accident and a
fireman died after being
hitby abuswhiletryingto
rescue the injured.

The pile-up caused a
leak of dimethyl sulfate, a
toxic gas, from one of the
vehicles.

The leak caused more
than 50 people, including
policemen, firemen and
nearby villagers, to suffer
discomfort in the throat,

aching eyes, and red and
swollen skin. All were
taken to hospital.

Ding Wenbali, adoctor
with the Yichang City
Centre Hospital, said that
dimethyl sulfate, when
in contact with water,
produces sulphuric acid
and formaldehyde which
are harmful to the
respiratory tract and eyes.

MNA/Xinhua

Bolivia enhances security measuresin
airportsagaingt bird flu

Lima, 21 May
Bolivia would reinforce
security measures in al
airportsacrossthecountry
as part of the efforts to
combat possible avian

rocksin their open air enclosure at the Taronga
Zooin Sydney in April 2005. Our early ancestors
interbred with chimpanzees after the two species
drew apart millions of years ago, a paper
suggests.—I NTERNET

influenza outbreaks, the
Bolivian Health Ministry
said on Friday.

Bolivia was heeding
recommendations from
the World Health
Organization (WHO),
saidVice-HeathMinister
Juan Nogales.

In June or July, a
national contingency
programme will go into
effect to fight possible
outbreaks of bird flu.

Thehighly pathogenic
H5N1 strain of the virus,
lethal for human beings,
has not been detected in
Bolivia

According to the
WHO, the confirmed
worldwide human death
toll from the H5N1 strain
has reached 122 so far.

MNA/Xinhua
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Tottenham defender Dawson

put on England stand-by

Lonpon, 22 May — Tottenham Hotspur defender
Michael Dawson has been put on stand-by for Eng-
land's World Cup squad after Luke Y oung withdrew
with an ankleinjury, the Football Association said on
Sunday.

Central defender Dawson will join the rest of the
England squad at their training camp in Portugal on
Monday.

Y oung, one of five players named asreserveswhen
coach Sven-Goran Eriksson named his 23-man squad
for thetournamentin Germany, pulled out on Saturday
after suffering arecurrence of an injury that had seen
him miss Charlton Athletic's last seven games of the
Premier League season.

"It's amazing really and caps a fantastic season for
both myself and the club,” Dawson told Tottenham's
website.

"Toactually beinthesguad and to seewhat happens
as we build up to aWorld Cup will be agreat experi-
ence and I'm looking forward to it. I'll thoroughly
enjoy it and we'll see what happens."—MNA/Reuters

Arsenal regect 50-million-pound bidsfor Henry

Lonpon, 22 May— Arsenal vice-chairman David Dein has claimed that the club turned down two

Thierry Henry

Henry’s decision ended any chance of him replac-
ing 47 million pounds Zinedine Zidane asthe world's
most expensive player.

"We turned down two world record deals from
Spanish clubs. Y ou don’t have to be arocket scientist
to work out who they were," he was quoted by the
Sunday Express as saying.

"Our message was clear — he wasn't for sale. I'd
like to think he heard that."

Botswana upset South Africain Cosafa Cup

GABORONE, 22 M ay— Botswana upset South Africawith a penalty shootout victory to book a placein
thefinal four of the Cosafa Castle Cup in Gaborone on Sunday.

50-million-pound offersfor striker Thierry Henry before he agreed to sign a new four-year deal.

Dein aso revealed that the contract Henry signed
was one that he was offered back in January.

"Wemadean offerin January, prodded Thierry now
and then, but never put pressure on him," he said.

"Money wasn't really mentioned. He wanted to
know where we were going, but in reality | think he
knew."

Dein said the chance to influence the next genera-
tion of youngsters at Arsenal, who want to play with
him, may also have persuaded Henry to stay on.

"He had seen the youngsters emerge after a dark
period.

"We have three teenagers at the World Cup — how
many other clubs can say that?

"Thereasonthey arehereisbecauseof Thierry. The
first question Theo Walcott asked was "Will Thierry
still be here?".

"I believe hea so knew that if hewent toaclublike
Barcelona or Real Madrid, he would just be a prince.
Here he knows heisaking."

Dein aso hinted that Robert Pires could beready to
move away from the club.

Hetold BBC Radio FiveLive: "Therewill beatime
now where there will be certain changes.

"Wearelooking to bring in one or two new players
and it may bethat one or two decideit'stime to move
on." —MNA/Xinhua

Goalkeeper Modiri
Marumo savedfrom South
Africadefender Siboniso
Gaxa to ensure a 6-5 tri-
umph in their Group B
final after the match had
ended 0-0.

It is the first time that
Botswana have reached
thefinal four of theannual

southern African champi-
onship.

Marumo proved the
hero for his country with
key saves in the game as
Botswana stacked their
defence and kept aninex-
perienced South Africa
side at bay.

South Africa were de-

nied an early lead when
striker Alton Meiring
struck the upright with a
curling free kick.

The defeat for South
Africacontinuesadismal
run of formin the compe-
tition for the top ranked
nationintheregion. They
have only won the trophy

Hingis beatsWilliamsto reach Romefinal

RowmE, 22 May— Martina Hingisbrokeher " Williamssisters' jinx to beat
VenusO0-6, 6-3, 6-3at theltalian Open on Saturday and reach her second final
since ending a three-year retirement.

Hingis win— her first
over the Wimbledon
champion since the semi-
finalsof the2001 Austral-
ian Open—senttheSwiss
through to a final against
16th seed Dinara Safina
whoedged out fellow Rus-
sian SvetlanaKuznetsova
3-6, 6-4, 7-5.

After a litany of
unforced errorsinthefirst
set, Hingis worked her
way into thematch before
snatching a crucial break
in the eighth game of the
decider and serving out
for victory in amatch be-

tween two former world
number ones.

"In the first set | felt
like I could cry — | was
missing my shots by alit-
tle bit and my timing was
out," saidHingis,whoalso
beat Williams on her way
to winning the title in
1998.

"It's amazing that |
played Venusinthe semi-
finals again eight years
later — I'm just trying to
enjoy it."

Hingislostheronly pre-
vious fina this year, in
Tokyo in February, to

Elena Dementieva. She
last beat SerenaWilliams,
Venus younger sister, in
thesame Australian Open
in 2001.

Inthefirst settherewas
simply no contest as
Williams, seeded ninth,
bludgeoned unseeded
Hingis from the baseline.

But Williamscould not
maintain her high level
and errors crept into her
game in the second set.

MNA/Reuters

once in its 10-year exist-
ence.

Botswana join Angola
and holders Zimbabwein
the semifinal in August.
Thelast placein thefina
four will bedeterminedin
July when Namibia host
the Group C tournament
at whichMalawi, the Sey-
chelles and Zambia will
also compete.

MNA/Reuters

ChelseatodiscussLampard
deal after World Cup

Lonpon, 22 May— Frank Lampard will begin con-
tract talkswith Chel seaafter theWorld Cup, according
to the England star's agent.

The 28-year-old midfielder has been linked with a
move away from Stamford Bridge but recently re-
vealed hisintentionsto stay at the club.

Agent Steve Kutner said: "I have spoken to Peter
Kenyonandwearelookingtositdownshortly after the
World Cup."

Lampard hasthreeyearsleft onthefive-year deal he
signed in the summer of 2004. —MNA/Xinhua

Ballack to finish career at Chelsea

Lonpon, 22 May— Chelsea new signing Michael Ballack has revealed he
expectsto finish hiscareer at Stamford Bridge.

The 29-year-old German completed
his free transfer from Bayern Munich,
signing a three-year deal, and said he
hoped it would be hislast club.

"I'd like to finish my career here,"
Ballack said. "I hope things work out
well and that we're successful in the
next three years and the possibility will
exist to extend that contract.

"You could say that is my vision at
the moment, to end my career at Chel-

sea

Ballack may face hisnew teammates

during the summer with the prospect of
England and Germany playing each other
in the second round of the World Cup.

Headded: "Germany alwayshasgreat
respect for England, comparable with
Brazil, Italy and Argentina.

"Thestrengthsof theEnglishmidfield
arewell known but, given that, the peo-
ple of Germany would always|ook for-
ward to England playing Germany.

"It is always abig game. It is a duel
and we will look forward to renewing
that duel." — MNA/Xinhua

Vidukato captain
Australia at World Cup

MELBOURNE, 22 May—Striker Mark Viduka has
been handed the task of leading Australiaat their first
World Cup finals for 32 years.

The30-year-old Middlesbroughforward wasnamed
captain of the Socceroos by coach Guus Hiddink on
Sunday and said he was honoured to have been
selected ahead of former skipper Craig Moore.

"To be honest, it was with mixed emotions because

England's Takaloo lands a punch on Ireland’s
Eamon Magee during the WBU Welter Weight title
fightin the KingsHall, Belfast, Northern Ireland,

on 20 May, 2006. Takaloo went on to win the

fight.—INTERNET

when he (Hiddink) told me he said | looked like a
60-year-old," Vidukatold reporters of the moment the
Dutchman broke the news.

Viduka was handed the captain's armband during
Australia's qualification campaign last year after
Newcastle United defender Moore was ruled out of
action with ahamstring injury.

MNA/Reuters

Doctor says Rooney set
to win fithess battle

Lonpbon, 22 May— Wayne Rooney's chances of
playingin England'sopening World Cupmatchlooked
much morepromising after theteam doctor said hewas
encouraged by the striker's recovery from a broken
foot. "Everything points to a perfect recovery,"
England doctor Leif Sward was quoted as saying in
Monday's Sun newspaper.

"I havethe highest hopesfor Rooney and the World
Cup and | hope | can give the perfect answer about
Rooney after the next MRI examination on Thursday.

"The healing process has been very very good."

Rooney damaged the fifth metatarsal bone in his
right foot in Manchester United's 3-O defeat at Chelsea
on 29 April and hasbeenin arace against timeto befit
for England'sfirst match against Paraguay on 10 June.

MNA/Reuters
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Fivekilled, one survivesin US coal mine blast

LoursviLLe (Kentucky), 22 May — A coal-mine explosion in southeastern Kentucky early on
Saturday killed fivepeople, authoritiessaid, makingthisthedeadliest year for UScoal country since2001.

The explosion hap-
pened at about 1:00 am
(0500 GMT) at the Darby
Mine No 1 operated by
Kentucky Darby LLC, fed-
eral MineSafety andHealth
Adminigrationadministra:
tor Ray McKinney said.

Four of thedead min-

(1,000 metres) under-
ground in amine that was
11,300 (3,400 metres) feet
deep, McKinney said. The
fifth body was retrieved
near anexit. Therewasone
survivor, miner Paul
Ledford.

"One walked out on

ers were found 3,000 feet

 — I

his own," MSHA spokes-

French World Champion Sebastien Loeb, left,
and his navigator Daniel Elena spray
champagne after winning the Rally of Italy
withtheir Citroen Xsara,intheSardinianisland
of Olbia, Italy, on 21May, 2006. Loeb clinched
hisfifth straight victory of theseason Sundayin
the Rally of Italy, stretching his lead in the
World Rally Championship. — INTERNET

womanAmy Louwvieresaid.
Ledford was treated a an
area hospitd and released,
State authorities said.

Theblastinmountain-
ousHarlanCounty, nearthe
Virginiaborder, raised the
desthtoll in US coal mines
to 31 thisyear, up from 22
last year, according to
MSHA. In 2001, 42 were
killed in coa-mine acci-
dents."Our hearts, our sym-
pathies and our prayers go
out to the families and the
community,” McKinney
sad in a telephone news
conference. Kentucky
Darby declinedtocomment
on the accident.

A possible cause was
a methane explosion, a
spokesman for the Harlan
Police Department said.
Kentucky Governor Ernie
Fletcher, who visited the
mineandtalkedtobereaved
wives, said asection of the
mine apparently had alesk
in it. "We don't know the
exact causeof what sparked
theexplosion, buttherewas
a substantial explosion,”
Fletcher told Fox Newsina
telephoneinterview.

There were also
storms in the area, Joe
Grieshop, judge-executive
for Harlan County, told
MSNBC television.
Investigators have

blamed a lightning strike
thatignitedmethanegasfor

a deadly explosion a the
Sago Mine in West Vir-
giniain January. That inci-
dent killed 12 miners and
|eft one brain damaged.
MNA/Reuters

QOil tank
explodes near

Tokyo, no casualty

Tokyo, 22 May— An
oil tank near Tokyo ex-
ploded on Sunday after-
noon, Jiji Press said. No
casuaty was reported in
the accident. The explo-
sion occurred at around
3:00 pm (0600 GMT) at
the Mizue Factory of Ja
pan's TOA Qil Co Ltd in
Kawazaki, KanagawaPre-
fecture, a dozen kilome-
tres south of Tokyo.

Theexplosionblew off
the roof of aroom where
thetank islocated. Nobody
was injured in the acci-
dent,local policesaid. Fire
caused by the explosion
has been put out.

The cause of the acci-
dent is not known.

TOA Qil isamember
of the Showa Shell Group.

MNA/Xinhua
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Monday, 22 M ay, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hoursM ST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been
partly cloudy in Shan, Kayah States and upper Sagaing
division. Rain or thundershowers have been isolated in
Kachin State, lower Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway
Divisions, scattered in Rakhine, Kayin, Mon States and
Bago Division and widespread in the remaining areas
with locally heavyfallsin Taninthayi Division and iso-
lated heavyfdls in Mon State. Day temperatures were
(5°C) to (6°C) above normal in Kachin, Mon, Kayin
States and upper Sagaing Division, (3°C) above normal
in Rakhine State, Mandalay and Bago Divisions, (7°C)
below normal in Taninthayi Division and about normal
inthe remaining areas. The significant day temperatures
were Myingyan and NyaungU (40°C) each. The note-
worthy amounts of rainfalls recorded were Ye (15.04)
inches, Dawel (3.31) inches and Myeik (3.03) inches.

Maximum temperature on 21-5-2006 was 83°F.
Minimum temperature on 22-5-2006 was 67°F. Relative
humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 22-5-2006 was (88%).
Total sunshinehourson 21-5-2006 was(0.8) hour (appox).

Rainfallson 22-5-2006 were(0.04) at Mingaladon,
(0.04) inch at Kaba-Aye and (Tr) at Central Yangon.

- N Tunein today Total rainfals since 1-1-2006 were (12.64) inches at
8:30 am 5:30 pm 8.30 am Brief news Mingaladon, (14.18) inches at Kaba-Aye and (14.49)
10.International news 9.Sing and enjoy 835am Music: inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
8:45 am 6:00 pm -The image...| | Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (14) mphfrom West at (14:45)

' . : ] Richard Mar hours MST on 21-5-2006.
11. Happy and educationdl | 10. Evening news 8.40 am Perspectives Bay inference: Monsoon is vigorous in the
English for everyday | 6:30 pm 8.45am M Nlljj(c: " A;ndgmgn SeaF] SoqthtﬁndBEast ]?aBy an({jj‘I weather is partly
use -Makei cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
Tuesday, 23 May  4:00 pm L1 Weather report happen... Marich For ecast valid until evening of 23-5-2006: Rain
View on tod 1 Martial son 6:35 pm Carey or thundershowers will be widespread in Yangon.
1ew on toaay - Martial songs 12. %y 8.50 am National news/| | Ayeyawady and Taninthyi Divisions, fairly widespread

7:00 am 4:15 pm 6:50 pm Slogan inMon and Kayin States, scatteredin Rakhine State and

1. Recitation of Parittas ; 2-Songs to uphold 13,0l B FoSamete 9:00am Music: Bago Division and isolated in the ramaining arecs with
- ; i -0oiclig e (GpSanods -Love so high|| likelihood of isolated heavyfallsin Mon State, Yangon

by Missionary Saya National Spirit . ° S A >
430 7:00 pm ...Cher and Taninthayi Divisions. Degree of certainty is (80%).
daw U Oattamathara | 4:30 pm 14, oG8y 9:05am International State of the sea: Squallswith rough seaarelikely

7:25 am 3. English for Everyday 7:15 pm news at times Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and along Mon-

2.To be health Use R 9:10am Music: Taninthayi Coast. Surfacewind speedinsquallsmay reach
exercise Y 4:40 pm %53-8+=o,?c0'>m= Keep fishin ... (’35) to (40) artnph. Seas will be moderate elsewhere in
. N :30 pm vueezer yanmar waters.

7:30 am 4 »aGey 16. The mirror image of 1:30 pm News / Slogan Outlook for subsequent twodays: Likelihood of

3.Morning news 4:45 pm ’ . ° 1:40pm Lunchtimemusic: | | thundery conditionsin Central Myanmar areas.

7:40 am 5. mco008ongyadaSupoes; the musical oldies -Child ...Mark Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring

; e 3 7:45 pm Owen areas for 23-5-2006: Partly Cloudy.

4 Nice and sweet song ﬁigém@-més$-” 17.G8org ofieocss 9:00 pm English speaking Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
7:50 am q03003d (ed0peuamcpiy) course level (1) | | areasfor 23-5-2006: Somerainor thundershowerswhich
5. mgpo§rpayps (e00003) (0§:088) unit (8) may be heavy at times. Degree of certainty is (80%).
8:00 am 5:00 pm 8:00 pm gf%gpmovggle e Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
6. 303883 6.Dance of national :llg Rl]?giaiond s 95303211 Music:yspor r areasfor 23-5-2006: Partly Cloudy. ‘

8:05 am races : -Always New Rainfall Record

: 20. Weather report ou...
7. Song of yesteryears 5.71&_3 pm Lo |t dgef. i Yniter Paige (Issued at 10:30 hours MST on 22 May 2006)

8:15 am  S921§0I0CEEO00C -§8¢[garandeadio -Sayit... Enrique The amount of rainfall 382 mm (15.04 inches)

8. %8B8 5:25 pm “a38enSongn” Iglesias observed at (09:30) hours MST on 22 May 2006 in
8:20 am 8. “cepdscde:” (305&:-08) -Doits... Spice| || Yeis the 24 hours new maximum rainfall record at
9. soSosic Sond (oS:p3B1 oS 22.The next day’s Girls the station for the month of May during last (42)
'( o 2;:‘9; (ool i) .programme 91)0480 pm N:‘é\ll_s / Slogan years. ;I'he former record was 225 mm (8.86 inches)
€8 6002073 31Q0I0-3Cq.8.9 .00pm on 239 May 1980.
*R 489 Published by the News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of Information, Union of Myanmar. Edited and printed at The New Light of Myanmar Press,
No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones: Editors296115, M anager 296864, Cir culation 297093, Advertisement 296843,
Accounts 296545, Administration 296161, Production 297032 (Office) /297028 (Press).
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| Nndustry-1 Minister inspects
factoriesin Sagaing, Kyaukse

2/

YANGON, 22 May —
Minister for Industry-1 U
Aung Thaung on 20 and
21 May went to Sagaing
andKyaukseinMandalay
Division, to assist in
production of thefactories
under the ministry.

During his tour of
Sagaing on 20 May,
Minister U Aung Thaung
inspected Textile Factory
and the Garment Factory
under MyanmaTextileln-
dustries, Noodle Factory
and Wheat Mill under
Myanma  Foodstuff
Industries and Spirulina
Medicine Factory under
Myanma Pharmaceutical
Industries.

On his tour of
inspectionin Sagaing, the
minister looked into the
production process of the
factories and gave
instructions.

Minister U Aung
Thaung yesterday went to
the Granite Factory of
Myanma Ceramic

Industries in Singaing
Township, Mandalay
Division, and inspected
granite slabs produced by
the factory.

Afterwards, he
proceeded to Sewing
Machine Factory under
the Myanma General and
Maintenancelndustriesin
Kyaukse, Mandalay
Division, and inspected
thenew designsfor sewing
machine and spare parts.
Atthefoundry shop of the
factory, the minister
viewed the molding of
bodies parts of sewing
machines. On his tour of
Kyaukse, theminister met
with factory-managers of
the factories in Kyaukse
under the ministry and
urged them to fulfill the
requirements and to step
up production of the
factories so as to reach
their targets.

In the afternoon, the
minister inspected the
Ceramics and Steel Ware

Minister U Ang Thaun

Factory of Myanma
General and Maintenance
Industriesand Intravenous
Injection Factory of
Myanma Pharmaceutical
Industriesin Kyaukse.
MNA

g inspects production process of Provimin at Spirulina Medicine

Factory (Yekha Camp). — INDUsTRY-1

IS

Y ANGON, 22 May—
The special sale of jade,
jewellery and pearl will
be held at the Gems
Mart and Myanmar
Convention Centre
starting from 20 June.

The entrepreneurs
\

( Special sale of jade, jewellery )
and pearl on 20 June

who are engaged in
mining of gems in line
with the Myanma Gems
Law and the citizenswho
areengaged in the sale of
gems in accord with the
Myanma Gems Law will
be allowed to buy the

items at the special sale.

Those who want to
attendthespecia saleare
to contact the
administration sub-
committee's offices of
thetwovenuesbeginning
8 June—MNA

J

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint
watches final match of Golden Belt
Traditional Boxing Challenges

YANGON, 22 May—
Chairman of Myanmar
Olympic Committee
Minister for Sports Brig-
Gen Thura Aye Myint
watched the final match
of the Third Golden Belt
Traditional Boxing
Challenges held at the
National Indoor Stadium-
1, Thuwunnayesterday.

Amongthespectators
were officials from the
Ministry of Sports,
Myanmar ~ Women’s

Sports Federation,
Myanmar Boxing
Federation, guests, sports
enthusiasts and others.
Vice-Chairman of
Myanmar Traditional
SportsFederationU Aung
Min presented medal to
Moe Thi (Myanmar-
pyitha) who stood second
in Flyweight Class and
golden belt to Naing Win
(Cement Plant) who stood
first. Joint-Secretary U
Than Zaw presented

medal to Htit Chone
(KLN) who stood second
in Flyweight Class and
golden belt to Shwe Kyi
Hsan (Cement Plant).

Director of Sports
and Physical Education
Department U Zaw Lin
presented medal to
Atheswe (Cement Plant)
who stood second in
Bantamweight Class and
golden belt to Dawna
Aung (Kywemin).

(See page 10)
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remained hard-line.

INSIDE

* The Tatmadaw invited the NLD to the NC for many times but it

* Tatmadaw will continue to march forward with firm determination
along the path it has paved until it meetsitsgoal.
* NLD isurged to put aside its own interests and to cooperate with

the Tatmadaw in theinterests of the nation and the people.

Hein MyYINT




