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all-round development of other sectors of
theeconomy aswell
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented

| Nndustry-1 Minister
INnspects factoriesin ||
Sagaing Division *

economic system

Development of theeconomy inviting par -
ticipation in ter msof technical know-how
and investments from sources inside the
country and abroad
Theinitiativetoshapethenational economy
must bekeptinthehandsof theStateandthe

Y ANGON, 21 May—
Minister for Industry-1 U
Aung Thaung on 19 May
inspected the Winthuza
Shopin Salingyi, Sagaing
Division and gave neces-
sary instructions.

At the shop, the
minister looked into sale
of products of the Minis-
try of Industry-1, physic
nut oil used stoves, sew-
ingmachines, bicyclesand
storage of items.

In the evening, the
minister inspected weav-
ing machines and various
kinds of textiles at
Salingyi Textiles Factory
and attended to the needs.

Atthebriefinghall,
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* Serve the interest of the Statew
with goodwill.

* Make relentless efforts to
produce more spare parts.

* Trytoget moreshareholders.

Factory Manager U Khin
Maung reported to the
minister on production,
distributionand storageof
raw materials.

The minister
stressed the need to prac-
tise thrifty, to follow in-
structions of the ministry
and to be loyal to own
departments and indus-
tries.

Accompanied by
Deputy Commander of
North-West Command
Brig-Gen Tin Maung Ohn
and loca authorities, the
minister proceeded to
SpirulinaMedicineProduc-
tion centre (Twintaing).
At the briefing

o . .
Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung inspects products of factoriesin Monywa
Industrial Zone. — INDUSTRY-1
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* Uplift of health, fithess and education
standards of the entire nation
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and safeguarding of

hall, the minister heard a
report presented by an of -
ficial on matters related
to production of the fac-
tory.

Next, Factory Man-
ager Dr Min Thein re-
ported on production proc-
essof thefactory, target to
produce 145 tons of
Spirulina in 2006-2007
and other salient points.

The minister gave
instructions on meeting
theGMPstandard, giving
proper supervision and
exceeding the target.

At the Dyeing Fac-
tory in Monywa, the min-
ister viewed round de-
signed garments and the
maintenance of the fac-
tory, and inspected
Winthuza Shop.

Next, they went on
to Chindwin Y adanaHall
of Monywa Industrial
Zone wherethey metwith
the industrialists.

At the meeting,
Factory Manager U
Maung Maung of thelron
Foundry reported on pro-
duction of thefactory and

Secretary of Sagaing Di-
vision Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Col
Myo Myint gave a sup-
plementary report.

After fulfilling the
requirements, the minis-
ter emphasized the need
to servetheinterest of the
State with goodwill, to
make relentless efforts to
produce more spare parts
andtotry toget moreshare
holders.

At the Machine
Shop, the minister and
party inspected production
of spare parts and gave
necessary instructions.

On arrival at the
Forging Shop, they looked
into machines, mini-trac-
tors and spare parts.

At the Foundry
Shop, they viewed round
spare parts and gave in-
structions.

Afterwards, the
minister and party in-
spected demonstration of
fireenginesassembled by
CDS Automobile Fac-
tory.

MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar

Naing-Ngan.
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Rural development through
better transport

In Myanmar, the majority of the popula-
tion live in rural areas. The government is
taking all necessary stepsfor the well-being of
rural people. The measures include sufficient
supply of irrigation water and clean water.
Now, 30 townshipsin the arid zone of Sagaing,
Magway and Mandalay divisions have an easy
access to potable water.

At the same time, the government has
been accelerating the establishment of infra-
structures in the education, health and eco-
nomic spheresin rural areas. And it has been
building village-to-village roads and river and
creek spanning bridgesto ensure better trans-
port that plays a major role in the drive for
rural development.

The inauguration of Mu River spanning
bridge (Thaphanseik) in Kyunhla Township,
Shwebo District, and Kyunhla-Thaphanseik
gravel road took place on 7 May. In the past,
the old bridge was in poor condition caused
by wear and tear and local people had to rely
on the Mu River to transport motor vehicles
on a raft to reach the other bank.

Thanks to the newly-reconstructed facil-
ity, 352 feet long and 18 feet wide one, auto-
maobiles can crosstheriver easily. It was built
with the contribution of K 20.5 million includ-
ing K 11 million by a wellwisher entrepreneur
and K 9.5 million by local entrepreneurs.

The old Kyunhla-Thaphanseik road was
just a laterite one linking old Kyunhla and
Thityabin Village. Now, the over-nine-mile
section of the road has been upgraded to a
gravel one with the contribution of an entre-
preneur and local residents.

So, the people along the road inclusive of
those living in Ywathi and Shansu Village-
tracts in Kyunhla Township now have easy
access to urban areas.

It is believed that wellwishers, local peo-
ple and social organizations will continue to
join hands with the government in the
building of roads and bridges, the fundamen-
tal requirement for the development of
rural areas.
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Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

v

Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung oversees progress in construction of Textile Factory

(Project) in Pakokku. (News reported) — inDusTRY-1

New building of Basic Education Post-Primary
School handed over in Htantabin

Yancon, 21 May — A new building of Basic
Education Post-Primary School donated by Yangon
Division Union Solidarity and Development Asso-
ciation and Shonan Association for Building School
House of Japan was handed over to the Ministry of
Education at Katwe Village in Htantabin Township,
Yangon North District, this morning.

CEC member of USDA (Yangon Division In-
charge) Vice-Chairman of Y angon City Devel opment
Committee Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa, Secretary of
Y angon Divison USDA U Aye Myint, Director-Gen-
era of No 3 Basic Education Department U Aye
Kyu and Chairman of Shonan Association for Build-

ing School House of Japan Mr Yamada Sakai for-
mally opened the building.

The vice-mayor and Mr Yamada Sakal gave
speeches on the occasion.

Afterwards, Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa and
Director-General U Aye Kyu of No 3 BED handed
over related documents to Township Education Of-
ficer Daw San Yin Win. The TEO spoke words of
thanks.

The USA CEC member and party inspected the
building and distributed textbooks to schoolchildren
and grew physic nut plants in Katwe Village.

MNA
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Executives of

Aungmyethazan
Township Mater-
nal and Child
Welfare Associa-
tion present cash
assistance to an
older person in
Dawnabwa Ward
on 31 March.
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Respects paying |
ceremony held at
Yankin Education
College
\_ /

Y anGon, 20 May — The fifth respects paying
ceremony of Yankin Education College of the Edu-
cation Planning and Training Department took place
at the college this morning, attended by 118 retired
teachers.

The old students paid respects to the teachers
with cash and kind and Myanmar traditonal medi-
cines. Next, Principal of the college U Me Aung
explained the purpose of holding the respects paying
ceremony and Principal U Khin Maung Yin (Rtd)
and Head of Department Daw Khin Khin Htwe (Rtd)
gave speeches. — MNA

D-G of Department of Cultural

Institute leaves for Bhutan

Y ANGoN, 21 May — Director-General U Myint
Thein Swe of Department of Cultural Institute under
the Ministry of Culture left here by air yesterday for
Paro in the Kingdom of Bhutan to attend the 1st
Culture Ministers Meeting and the Senior Officers
Meeting of BIMSTEC to be held in Bhutan from 22
to 25 May.

He was seen off at Yangon International Air-
port by officias of the department. — MNA

Vietnamese delegation leaves for home

YANGoN, 21 May— The Vietnamese delega-
tion led by Chief of VOV’s Bureau in Centra Vi-
etnam Mr Tran Son Ngoe of the Voice of Viethnam
(VOV) and party left here by air this morning. The
delegation was seen off at Yangon International
Airport by officials of MRTV. — MNA
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Chavezreportedly wantstovisit Russia

Moscow, 20 May — Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez wants to visit
Russiathissummer, | nterfax newsagency quoted Venezuela’ sambassador to

M oscow as saying on Friday.

Thetrip would bring
together two major oil
producers who share
strained relations with
Washington and a
growing trade in arms
that has annoyed US
officials.

“President Chavez has
approached the Russian
leadership with a request

tovisit Moscow at theend
of August or the start of
September,” Interfax
quoted Ambassador Alexis
Rafael Navarro Rojas as
saying.
“Atthemomentweare
waitingforananswerfrom
the Russians,” hesaid. He
added negotiations were
due to start soon on

ordering Russian Sukhoi
fighter jets.

A spokesman for
Russia sForeign Ministry
said hehad noinformation
about a request from
Chavez to visit. The
ambassador was not
immediately available for
comment.

MNA/Reuters

China, SKorea sign agreement on
culture, copyright cooperation

SHENZHEN, 20 May — Chinaand theRepublic of South Koreaon Thursday
signed an agr eement toenhancetheexchangesand cooper ation on cultureand

copyright issues.

The agreement was
signed between Nationa
Copyright Administration
of Chinaand South Korea
Culture and Tourism
Ministry on the sidelines
of afour-day international
cultural expoin Shenzhen,
abooming city in southern

nations share similar
cultural and historical
background, it is in their
interests to step up the
exchangesand cooperation
on culture and copyright
issues, said Chinese and
SouthKoreaofficia satthe
signing ceremony.

cooperationon cultureand
copyright issues between
the two countries, the
officias said.
According to the
agreement, the two sides
will help with each other
and seek common
benefitswithintheWorld

Replicas of caravelswhich Cristobal Colon (Christoper Columbus) usedin his
discovery of America are berthed in La Rabida on 20 May, 2006, during the
500th anniversary of the death of Colon in Palos de la Frontera.—INTERNET

Report blameshuman error for
Cypriot planecrash

ATHENS, 20 May—
Human error led to a
Cypriot airliner crashing
near Athens last August,

China’'s  Guangdong The agreement | Trade Organization and | kj|ling all 121 people

Province. signified the more | other international insti- | ahoard, according to an

As the two Asian| extensive and in-depth | tutions—MNA/Xinhua | officia report|esked tothe
1!__,.:. , ¢ Z) e

Turkish
truckscrash,
39 killed

IstanBuL, 20 May —
Thirty-nine people died
when a truck carrying
Afghan citizens and
another truck crashedona
highway in Turkey on
Friday, NTV television
reported.

The accident, which
also left six injured, was
on a motorway running
from Osmaniye to
Gaziantep, insoutheastern
Turkey, the broadcaster
saidonitswebsite, quoting
Osmaniye Governor
Zubeyir Kemelek.

Kemelek said smug-
gled Afghan and
Bangladeshi immigrants
may have been in one of
the trucks.

Turkey is a major
transit route into Eu-
rope for illegal immi-
grants.

The Turkey Drivers
and Motorists Federation
said in February that
134,343 people had died
and 2.2 million people
injuredintrafficaccidents
in Turkey in the last 26
years.

In 2004, 3,082 people
were killed in 494,851
accidents, butin 2005, the
number of deathswent up
t03,215peoplein570,419
accidents.

MNA/Reuters
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An Iragi boy throws a rock at a British armoured
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Greek mediaon Friday.
The report indicates
technicians in Cyprus,
checking the decom-
pression system following
problems on an earlier
flight, forgot to switch on
itsautomatic activation.
Once airborne, pilots
forgot to check whether the
system was switched on

~ |automatic or manual,

accordingtothedraftreport
by the Greek accidents
investigation committee.
As a conseguence, the
higher the plane flew the
less oxygen was in the
cabin, causing every-
one aboard, except for
a steward, to fall
unconscious. The report

sad even if the steward,
using portable oxygen
bottles,hadmanagedtoland
theplanedl thepassengers
would have been dead
becauseof alack of oxygen.
There was no
comment from Cypriot
authorities on the report.
The committee was
investigating why the
Helios Airways Boeing
737-300 had crashed on a
flight from Cyprus to
Prague. The committee
delivered the dossier to
Cypriot authorities on
Thursday. The Cypriots
have 60 days to include
their own findings before
afinal reportispublished.
MNA/Reuters

roadside bomb attack which destroyed a British vehiclein Basra, 550 km,
(341 miles) south of Baghdad on 20 May, 2006. Two British soldierswere
injured and their military vehicle was destroyed after a bombing attack in

Basra, according to the Iragi police—INTERNET

APR callsfor strengthening cooperation
to face common challenges

JAKARTA, 20 May — Minister sfrom Asiaand the Pacific countrieshereon
Friday called for strengtheningregional cooper ationtofacecommon challenges
to achieve food and livelihood security and rural development.

Anton Apriantono,
Chairman of the 28th
Regional Conferenceof the
United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) for Asia and the
Pacific Region, told ajoint
Press conference that the
challenges could be
countered by addressing
issues such as food
vulnerability, trans-
boundary animal diseases
and regiond vulnerability
towards natural disaster.

Anton, who is also

Indonesian Minister of
Agriculture, said the
delegates issued a
ministerial joint statement
called “The Jakarta
Ministerial Statement on
Regiona Partnership”.

In the statement, the
ministers agreed to
strengthen efforts on
economicrecongructionin
Asia and on food security
and poverty dleviation, to
reduce vulnerability
towards natural disasters
andtopromotealivelihood

approach towards post-
natural disaster rehabilita
tion and reconstruction. At
the Press conference,
Assistant Director of FAO
for Asa and the Pacific
Region He Changchui said
that the ministers were
strongly committed to
achieving the target of
World Food Summitonthe
Millennium Development
Goals to reduce by a half
the undernourished and

poor people by 2015.
MNA/Xinhua

New Zealand mountaineer Mark Inglis, who lost both
his legs in a climbing accident 24 years ago, takes a
rest on his way to becoming the first double amputee
to reach the summit of Everest recently.—INTERNET
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May, 2006 at the National Stadium in Qeiras, outside Lisbon, in a show of
support for Portugal’ s national soccer team that will be participating in the
World Cup in Germany. The organizers hope what they called ‘ The World's
Most Beautiful Flag’ will make it into the Guinness Book as a new world
record for the largest human flag.—INTERNET
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ChineseVice-Premier callsfor continued
effortsin bird flu prevention

BelsinG, 20 May — Chinashould not relax itseffortsin bird flu prevention
and control, Chinese Vice-Premier Hui Liangyu war ned this week.

No poultry bird flu
outbreaks have been
reportedin Chinafor more
than 80 consecutive days,
said Hui, who also heads
the nation’s bird flu
prevention and control
team, at a national
meeting.

However, he called
for continued vigilance
against the fatal avian

influenza.

“The situation is till
grave,” he said, urging
related departments to
“overcome numbness,
have a correct judgement
for the current epidemic
situationandtakethefight
against the disease as a
long-term task”.

An outbreak among
migratory birds was

reported in northwestern
Qinghai Province earlier
thismonth. Morethan 300
birdsdiedintheoutbreak,
but the epidemic did not
spread to poultry, the
Ministry of Agriculture
saidon Friday. Chinaaso
reported 18 human
infectionsof birdflu, with
12 fatalitiessincelatelast
year.—MNA/Xinhua

Russia wants changesto US uranium pact

Moscow, 20 May — Russia wants major changesto agreementswith the
United Statesto boost sales of its nuclear materials, a sourcein the Russian
nuclear industry said on Friday.

Russian officialswant
changestoagreementsthat
give US uranium supplier
USEC the right to buy
uranium recovered from
dismantled nuclear wea
ponsandanendtoUSanti-
dumping duties on other
uranium saes, the source
said.

The source, who has
knowledge of Russian
discussions about nuclear
sales, told Reuters Russia
wouldliketosdll somefue
directly to US customers,
without having to go
through USEC.

“Russia wants to be
there on the American

market but it doesn’t have
any trouble in finding
dternative markets,” the
sourcesaid. “ Russiawants
serious changes and,
believe me, we are very
serious about al of this.”
Sergel Kiriyenko, the
head of Russia's Atomic
Energy Agency, began a
visit to the United States
on Friday. He will hold

talks with US companies [~

and senior officials, his
spokesman said. He
declined to comment on
the nuclear agreements.

A spokeswoman for
USEC, based in Bethesda,
Maryland, could not be

immediately reached for
comment.

Relations between
Moscow and Washington
arenow closetothecool est
they have been since the
collapse of the Soviet
Union, with differences
over how todeal withlran,
the war in Irag and views
on Russian domestic

Expert says China, land of
opportunity for Canadian companies

Ot7AWA, 20 May —
Head of Canada’ s largest
trade and industry
organization on Thursday
urged the country’s
business community to
lose no time in entering
the lucrative Chinese
market.

Perrin Besatty, Presi-
dent and Chief Executive
Officer of the Cana-
dian Manufacturers &

Exporters (CME) said
many Canadian busi-
nessesseetherising China
asahugechallenge—the
land of outsourced
Canadian production, but
with a population of over
1.3billion,theAsiangiant
represents a potentially
colossal market for
Canadian companies.

“It all depends on

“Chanchu” kills23in China

Belaing, 20 May — A
typhoon that battered
southand east Chinakilled
23 people and left four
missing, state media said
on Friday.

Typhoon Chanchu,
the strongest typhoon on
record to enter the South
ChinaSeainMay, thestart
of thetyphoon season, | eft
a trail of destruction
through several countries,
killing at least 37 people
in the Philippines last
weekend.

The typhoon, which
brought heavy rain and
windsupto 170kilometres
per hour (106 miles per
hour), made landfall
betweentheChinesecities
of Shantou and Xiamen
and workeditsway upthe
coast early on Thursday.

Eight people died in
Guangdong Province and
15 in Fujian, which lies
opposite Taiwan, the
official Xinhua news
agency said.

The storm triggered

house collapses and
landslides in Shantou in
Guangdong.

In Fujian, most of
the dead were killed in
landslides, including at
leastfour children, Xinhua
said. — MNA/Xinhua

whether you consider

"

the glass is half-full or

half-empty.”
He was speaking to
about 200 parlia-

mentarians and business
representatives at a
breakfast briefing on the
Parliament Hill in Ottawa.
“CME believes it is
half-full, and with some
imagination and hard
work on our part, we can
fill it therest of theway,”
Beatty said.
MNA/Xinhua

Painters compete )
during afacsimile
match in Dafen

Village, Shenzhen
City, south China’'s
Guangdong Province,
on Thursday, 18 May,
2006. Morethan 110
contestants make
facsimile of portrait or
scenery oil paintingin
the timed game held in

thevillage which is
famousfor its oil
painting facsimile

industry.—INTERNET
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White smoke is seen

from an exploded
oil tank at a Toa Oil
refineryin
Kawasaki, south of
Tokyo, on 21 May,
2006, but just over
two hours later the
firewas nearly out,
police and fire

officials said. There

werenoinjuries.

INTERNET

| ndia, Poland sign

trade accord

Warsaw, 20 May —India and Poland have
signed an accord on trade and economic
cooper ation, the Polish news agency PAP reported

on Friday.

The accord with
India proved Poland’'s
growing importance in
the European Union and
the world, PAP cited the
Polish Economy Minister
Piotr Wozniak as saying.

India’s  visiting
Industry Minister Kamal
Nath said that India's
trade with Poland, which
amounted to merely 600

million US dollars
annually, could be better.
“We should be

speaking about billions,”

he said.

According to Nath,
Indian investors were
mainly interested in
Poland’ sindustry branch-
essuch as T, coking coal
and electronics.

He added that India
was hoping to import
infra-structure projects
from Poland.

Trade with India
currently accounts for
0.25 per cent of Poland's
foreign trade.

MNA/Xinhua



FAOQO callsworld to prioritize funds
for preventing bird flu

JakARTA, 20M ay— TheUnited NationsFood and AgricultureOr ganization
(FAQ) asked the international community to put top priority on allocating
fundsfor theeffortsto stop thespread of avian influenza, top official said here

on Thursday.

“Some nine billion US
dollars was pledged by
the world to fight avian
Influenza, but most of this
money isontheprevention
measures in case of
pandemic. This is at the
level of human beings
instead of giving priority
to the current disease
itself. It is the disease of
animals,” said FAO
Director General Jack
Diouf at the FAO’s 28th
Regional Conference for

Asia and the Pacific
Region.

“We agree with the
precautionary measures
that make sense, but we
asothink that thestrategy
should focus on stopping
avianinfluenzaat thelevel
of poultry and birds, if the
pandemic actions are the
second line of defence,”
he said.

“We have therefore
been able to collect some
funds. It is till marginal
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A Russian Beriev Be-200 firefighting plane
emptiesits tanks during the flight display
programme at the I nternational Air Show I LA at
the Schoenefeld airport in Berlin on the last day of
the exhibition, on 21 May, 2006. — INTERNET

compared to money that
is being put into fighting
the possible pandemic at
thelevel of humanbeing,”
the director said.

Thediseasethat earlier
only contracted livestock
in three countries in
Southeast Asia, namely
Thailand, Vietnam and
Indonesia, now had spread
to nearly all over the
world, he said.

“If we are able to
eliminate, at least limitthe
number of birds that are
infected, thenwewill limit
therisk of transmissionto
human being and other
consequences. They have
got to mutate for direct
transmission from human
being to human being, ”
he said.

To pave the way for
reaching the goal, the
director stressed the
need for international
cooperation and an
immediate respond to the
danger of the virus.

MNA/Xinhua
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Models pose besides a Ford car to promote the brand at the Chongging
I nternational Auto Show in Chongging, a municipality in southwest China,
on 20 May, 2006. About 40 carmakers display their latest and most popular
cars at the show.— INTERNET

Fire destroys nearly 33.3 hectares
of forest in Hainan

Haikou, 20 May— A forest fire broke out in China's island province of
Hainan Thursday morning, destroying nearly 33.3 hectar es of forest west of
the Haikou-Sanya expressway.

Thefirewasfirst found
in the woods of Duanxi
Village, Longgun Town
of Wanning City, about
109 kilometres south of
Haikou and to the west of
the expressway, which
runs along the island's
eastern coast linking the
twomajor citiesof Haikou
and Sanya.

Flames rising seven to
eight metrescouldbeseen
from far away and have
spread to less then 10
metres from the ex-
pressway.

Theblazehasdestroyed
about 33.3 hectares of
woods, according to an
official a thescene. “The
fireis expanding and has

Signs of feeding prehistoric birds
found in Alaska

ANcHorAGE (Alaska),
20May— Scientistsfound
fossilized depressionsand
footprints in Alaska's
Denali National Park and
Preserve in what is
believed to be the first

Beijing Capital Museum openswith
call for better exhibition spaces

Belang, 20 May— The
Capital Museum of
Beijing, housing more
than 200,000 antiques,
was formally opened to
publicon Thursday witha
call for more better
museums in China.

More than 300,000
people have passed
throughitsdoorssinceits
trial operationfivemonths
ago, withthehighest daily
attendance reaching
7,000, said curator Guo
Xiaoling at the opening
on International Museum
Day.

Theongoingexhibition
of the British Museum's
“Treasuresof the World's
Cultures’, the first large
international exhibitionat
the museum, attracted
more than 80,000 visitors
initsfirst month.

The cultural relics

housed in the museum
recorded the500,000-year
human history of Beijing,
the city’s 3,000-year
history and its eight
centuries as the capital of
China, said Guo.

“Thereisno other place
like the Capital Museum
of Beijing where people
can see how life was in
ancient timesin Beijing,”
Guo said.

Beijing has entered a
new period of extensive
construction of museums,
according to a report by
the municipal bureau of
cultural relics. Thecity has
131 registered museums,
topping the country in
terms of quantity and
quality.

Zhang Bai, deputy
director of the State
Administrationof Cultural
Heritage(SACH), saidthe

number of museums in
Chinahad reached 2,300,
or one museum for every
600,000 people.
MNA/Xinhua

evidence of prehistoric
wading birds probing for
food, a geologist said on
Friday.

The tracks and the
feeding marks found in
rocks formed from
freshwater sediments
were 65 million to 70
millionyearsold, said Phil
Brease, a geologist at
Denali National Park.

Such evidence of
prehistoric birds feeding
behaviour is difficult to
find because the marks
madeinthemud disappear

easily and the fossilized
evidence often erodes,
Brease said.

Geologists discovered
the tracks and marks last
summer, but confirmed
the work over the winter
after studying photo-
graphs and molds.

Denali National Parkis
an emerging hotbed of
fossil findings. A team of
geologistsalsodiscovered
afossilized footprint of a
three-toed, meat-eating
dinosaur known as a
theropod.—MNA/Reuters

not been controlled,” he
said.

A largenumber of local
villagers, government
workers, policemen and
fire fighters were rushing
tothesite. A local villager
said the fire might have
been caused by some
people who were lum-
bering in the forest in the
morning.

MNA/Xinhua
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Villagers walk to their field to work as Mount Merapi, background, is seen
spewing volcanic smoke in Stabelan village near the town of Boyolali,
Indonesia, on 21 May, 2006. — INTERNET

Venezuelan
Govt ready to
sell “F-16s"

Caracas,20May— The
Venezuelan Government
was willingtosdl itsF-16
aircraft bought from the
United States “to any-
body”, Vice-President Jose
Vicente Rangel said on
Friday.

Rangel said Caracas
coulddowhateveritwanted
withtheaircraft, but had no
intention to break off ties
with the United States.

“It is the United States
whodoesnot havetheright
to cut off the supply,” he
sad.

The fighter planeswere
bought from the United
States in the 1980s under
a memorandum of under-
standing, whichsaidtheUS
authorities would supply
spare parts and offer
technical help. Inthe same
document, Venezuela
promised not to sl the
technology or theplanesto
athird party.

Rangel slammed the
delay in the American
supply of sparepartsfor the
21 F-16s, which had
prevented Venezuelan
Armed Forces from using
theaircraft—MNA/Xinhua
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Hu ordersproper transfer of mily
officersto civilian work

Belsing, 20May —Hu Jintao, theChinesePresident and Gener al Secretary
of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, saysthe proper
transfer of military officers to civilian work will have an impact on the
country’sreform and development.

“CPC committees
and governments at all
levels should improve
placement policies and
explore new approaches
in compliance with
national and military
conditions,” said Hu, who
is also Chairman of
the Central Military
Commission.

Hu also asked
military officers facing
career transitions to

understandthedifficulties
of regiona authorities in
allocating them jobs. He
asked them to accept and
respect the jobs they are
provided.

Hu’s instructions
were conveyed to a
national video and
telephone conference
held in Beijing on
Thursday to discuss
placement of military
officersin civilian posts.

Li Jinai, amember of
the Central Military
Commission and director
of the Genera Political
Department of theChinese
People’s Liberation
Army, cited 2006 as a
crucial year forthetransfer
of military officers to
civilian work.

Chinamadeadecision
in2003toreduceitstroops
by 200,000to 2.3 million.

MNA/Xinhua

Taxiswait for customers at the Beijing Railway Station in Beijing, capital
of China, on 20 May, 2006. Taxi farein Beijing was raised from 1.6 RMB
yuan (0.2 US dollars) per kilometre to 2 yuan (0.25 dollars).
According to the local authorities, the price change was to offset
theincreasein fuel costs. Currently, Beijing has about 66,000 taxis
and nearly 100,000 cab drivers. —INTERNET

Quake hits off Indonesian
Island of Sulawesi

WasHiNGTON,20M ay—Anearthquaker egistering
6.1hitintheM olucca Seanear Indonesiabut officials
expected no major repercussions, an official at the
Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre said on Friday.

The quake struck a 10:44 pm Saturday loca time
(10:44 am EDT/1444 GMT) but was not strong enough
to require a tsunami warning, said Dailin Wang of the
warning centre in Ewa Beach, Hawaii. Wang said the
epicenter of thequakewasabout 125miles(200kilometres)
off the Indonesian idand of Sulawes. — MNA/Reuters

Musharraf reectsusing Afghanistan as
strategic depth

IsLamaBAD, 20 May — Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf has rejected the old notion of using
Afghanistan as strategic depth in case of any aggression, alocal TV channel reported on Friday.

Rejecting using
Afghanistan as strategic
depth, Musharraf said that
the theory is based on
assumptions that a coun-
try has been invaded
and overrun and the
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honourees Kevin Zegers (L) and Jasmine Trinca during a ceremony in
Cannes, on 20 May, 2006. Chopard honours masculine and feminine acting
revelations during the annual Cannes Film Festival . — INTERNET

government is operating
from other countries.

“Thiscannever happen
to Pakistan,” Musharraf
toldthe TV Kheyber inan
interview aired on Friday,
adding that according to
Pakistan’s military
strategy itsdefencesliein
the borders.

We will never let our
enemies enter our areas,”
the Pakistani President
sad.

No one knew where
Osamabin Ladenwasand
those who say he was in
Pakistan, should comeup
with information and
intelligence, Musharraf
said. Saying that Osama
could be anywhere in the
world, the Pakistani
President, however,
presumed that he might
be hiding in the border
region between Pakistan
and Afghanistan.

Referring to the past
policies on Afghanistan,
Musharraf said that every
country hasapolicy which
changes in accordance
with the existing environ-
ment.

Pakistan’s present
government policy was
very clear and Pakistanwas
not interfering in internal
affairs of Afghanistan, he
sad.

MNA/Xinhua

WHO confirmstwo bird flu
casesin |ndonesia

JakaRrTA, 20 May —
The World Health
Organization (WHO)
confirmed one more
human fatality and one
more human infection of
bird flu for Indonesia,
local officialssaid hereon
Friday.A 12-year-oldboy
who died in Jakarta on
May 13 and a 10-year-

oldboy inNorth Sumatra,
still alive, were the new
victims of the disease,
said Health Ministry
spokeswoman Llly S.
Sulistyawati.

The country’s total
number of fatality of bird
flu now stood at 32 and
that of infection at 43, she
added.

All over the world,
the WHO has raised the
confirmed human death
toll from the H5N1 bird
flu strain to 122, while
the total number of
confirmed human
infections since the
current outbreak began
in 2003 hasreached 216.

MNA/Xinhua

NPL of Philippine banksdropsto lowest level in 8 years

ManiLA, 20 May —
The universal and
commercial banks non-
performing loans (NPL)
dropped nearly onebillion
US dollars from last year
toaratioof 8.26 per centin
March, thelowest level in
eight years, the Bangko
Sentral ngPilipinas(BSP),
the Philippine Central
Bank, said Friday.

The end-March 2006
ratio was lower than 11.3
per cent last year. As of
March, the banks non-
performing loans stood at
157.8 hillion pesos (three
billion US dollars), lower
than 207.1 billion (four
billion US dollars) last

year, the BSP said in an
updated report.

The remarkable drop
wasduetothebanks write-
off of problematic loans
and aggressive collection
and settlement of past dues
with borrowers, the report

said. The ratio was the
industry’s lowest since
1998, the central bank
added. The Philippine
banks' total loan portfolio
stood at 1. 9 trillion pesos
(36.5 billion dollars), it
said. — MNA/Xinhua

Fire sparks explosions at
Sudan armsdump

Jusa (Sudan), 20 May— A fireat amunitions dump
sparked a wave of explosions and injured at least four
people outside the southern Sudanese capita of Jubaon
Friday, witnesses and UN staff said.

The fire, whose cause was unknown, caused
intermittent explosionsfor about 90 minutesfrom4 pm
(1300 GMT) and sent aplume of smokeinto theair on
the edge of Juba, where the government of southern
Sudan is based.— MNA/Reuters
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Chinese rescuers (R) offer food to Vietnamese fishermen who were saved in

the South China Sea on 20 May, 2006. A total of 330 Viethamese fishermen
caught in typhoon Chanchu have been saved by Chinese rescuers,
said China Maritime Search and Rescue Centre on Sunday, Xinhua
News Agency reported. —I NTERNET
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Loss of biodiversity is one of the serious
environmental issues the world is facing today.
Yet, apart from scientific community and
environmental circles, few people actually
understand the seriousness of the problem or
grasp its impact on our life and future. With the
aim to increase understanding and awareness
of biodiversity issues, the United Nations has
designated 22 May as the International
Biodiversity Day. Many nations across the globe
mark the day with special eventsto draw public
attention on these critical issues.

Scientists began using the term
biological diversity (or “biodiversity” ) in the
1980s. This term gained prominence in 1992,
when the United Nations Convention on
Biological Diversity was adopted at the Earth
Summit held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Simply
defined, biodiversity means various forms of
plants, animals, insects and microbes. There are
three types of biodiversity:

- Genetic diversity is the variety of
genetic version of a single species

- Species diversity is the variety of
organism within acommunity or ecosystem; and
- Ecological diversity is the variety of
ecosystem on Earth

Despite surveys and research, it is not
yet exactly known how many species are
currently on this planet. Science has recorded
and named some 1.7 million species but this
can only be some small fraction of the true
number. Estimates range from some 3.6 million
to over 100 million species.

Biodiversity brings enormous benefits
to mankind. Trees, plants, animals and other
species provide basic supplies of food,
medicines, timber, fibers, fuel and many other
products. Roughly, one-third of al plant species
have edible fruits, tubers, nuts, seeds, leaves,
roots or stems. Less than a dozen crops now
feed most of the world's population of over 6
billion. Three cereals namely, maize, rice and
wheat alone supply 80 to 90 per cent of world
calorie intake. Maize is important food security
for Africa, whilericeisthe principle food source
for half of the world's population mainly living
in Asia. Demand for wheat is growing
worldwide and the consumption has doubled in

the last thirty years.

Many people rely on plants for health
an longevity. The World Health Organization
estimates that 3.5 billion people in the
developing countries rely on plant-based medi-
cine for their primary heath care. Ayurvedic
and other traditional healers in South Asia use
at least 1,800 different plant species in
treatments. In China, healers employ more than
5000 plant species. One-quarter of the medicines
marketed in North America and Europe contain
active ingredients derived from plants. FAO
estimates that between 4,000 to 6,000 species
of medicinal plants are traded internationally.
Biodiversity has economic and commercial
importance. A large percentage of the rural
population in the developing countries depend
on locally available biodiversity for their
livelihood. The economy of most of the devel-
oping countries also depends to a large extent
on the production and export of crops, livestock,
fisheries and forest products.

Biodiversity also performs important
ecological function. For example, trees release
oxygen, purify air, stabilize climate and prevent
soil erosion. Moreover, biodiversity has spiritual,
ethical and aesthetic values. Natural world and
its aesthetic richness such as the song of birds,
the hum of bees and insects, exotic flowers,
green woods and dense forests enrich human
minds and thoughts and instill aspirations and
happiness. It is redly a pity that nowadays,
people especially in the urban centres are being
confined to the steel, concrete and plastic world.

Notwithstanding its enormous value and
significance, the Earth’s biodiversity is declining
at an alarming rate mainly asa result of human
actions. It has been estimated that 27,000 species
are lost every year. Aerial and satellite photos
have revealed that tropical rain forests which
harbor most of the terrestrial species of our
planet are disappearing at a rate of 12 million
hectares a year. Species extinction is expected
to rise to between 1,000 and 10,000 times the
natural rate.

Overexploitation, overharvesting,
illegal hunting and trade, illegal logging and
loss of habitats are some of the main causes
of biodiversity loss. Land use changes such

and conserve biodiversity.

Turning to the bright side, there are positive developments as
regards biodiversity conservation. Recognising the need to address
the dwindling world biological resour ces, international conventions
such as Convention on Biodiver sity and Biosafety Protocol; Conven-
tion on Migratory species, Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora; and Ramsar
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance have been
adopted and are being implemented. Since the last two or three
decades, a host of biodiversity conservation projects and activities
have been undertaken by international and local environmental
NGOs. Therearealso many individualswho are committed to protect

Yin Yin Lay

as agricultural expansion, mining and urban
development also result in degradation and
loss of habitats. Depletion of wetlands is also
an important cause of a decline in fresh water
fish and waterfowls. Marine lifeis also being
threatened due to overexploitation and
pollution.

Turning to the bright side, there are
positive developments as regards biodiversity
conservation. Recognising the need to address
the dwindling world biological resources,
international conventions such as Convention
on Biodiversity and Biosafety Protocol; Con-
vention on Migratory species; Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora; and Ramsar Convention
on Wetlands of International Importance have
been adopted and are being implemented. Since
the last two or three decades, a host of
biodiversity conservation projects and activities
have been undertaken by international and local
environmental NGOs. There are also many
individuals who are committed to protect and
conserve biodiversity.

Myanmar has rich biological resources.
Although biodiversity inventory has not yet
completed in Myanmar, it has been officially
stated that there are 350 mammal species, 300
reptile species, 1000 bird species and 9600 plant
Species.

Biodiversity conservation has been a
tradition, long practised in Myanmar. The
wildlife sanctuary at the environ of Mandalay
City was decreed by King Mindon in 1859.
Conservation of nature and biodiversity is an
ingrained habits of most people in Myanmar to
conserve biodversity, the Government enacted
the Protection of Wildlife, Wild plants and Con-
servation of Natural ArealLaw in 1994. A target
has bcen set to increase protected area up to 5
per cent in the short term and 10 per cent in the
long term.

There are now 40 protected areas in
Myanmar including wildlife and bird
sanctuaries, national parks and nature reserves.
Myanmar is aso a party to the Convention on
Biodiversity; Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Faunaand Flora;
and Ramsar Convention on Wetlands of
International Importance.

This year’s theme for the International
Biodiversity Day is “Protect Biodiversity in
Drylands’. Drylands cover more than 40 per
cent of the planet’s surface. Over 250 million
people living in the drylands are more
vulnerable members of society whose livelihood
depend greatly on local biodiversity. In order
to promote and sustain economic and social
wellbeing of the dryland population, it is most
crucial to protect biodiversity in those regions.
In Myanmar about 10 per cent of land in the
country are drylands. Greening project in the
Dry Zone undertaken since 1994 is indeed an
important measure to protect and conserve
biodiversity in the drylands of Myanmar.
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Sports Minister
Brig-Gen Thura Aye
Myint presents prize

to Golden Belt

Champion Lone
Chaw, the winner of
Above-Middleweight

Class at Youth

Training Centre,

Thuwunna on

Sunday. — MNA

Ministry of Forestry meets

Nay Pyi Taw, 20May—TheMinistry of Forestry
helditswork coordination meeting at the meeting hall
of Forest Research Department in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday morning with an address by Minister for
Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung.

It was aso attended by heads of department
under the ministry, the rector of Institute of Forestry,
the pro-rectors, the chairman of Forest Product Joint
Venture Corporation, directors, managers and others.

The State/Division officials reported on work
carried out and managing directors gave the
supplementary reports.

In response to the reports of directors of Arid
Zone Greening Departments and the director-general,
theminister gaveinstructionsonforest plantationsand
conservation of natural forests.

Next, the directors of the State/Division Forest
Departments reported on work being carried out.

Afterwards, Director-Genera of Planning and
Statistics Department U Than Swe reported on
weaknessesand strengthsduring thefour-month period
of the ministry and future works.

Themeeting ended withtheconcluding remarks
by the mi nlster —MNA

Minister Brig- Gen Them Aung addresseswork co-ord|nat|on meetlng of the Ministry of Forestry.—mna

Training cour ses of UM FCCI conclude

Y ANGON, 21 May —
Sponsored by Education
Work Committee under
the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and
Industry, the UMFCCI
Level &Il Course and
K oeki JapaneselLanguage
Courseconcludedat Hotel
Nikko, here, yesterday
afternoon.

UMFCCI President
U Win Myint made a

Proficie:

Koek
Applicd ¢ ccou

20May 2006(Saturday)

R ERATION 0
anal Affairyy

speech. U Sein Win
Hlaing, General Secretary
of the federation and
Chairman of the
Education Work
Committee, explained
matters related to the
training courses
conducted by the

federation. Instructor Mr
Eigo Khino Shito of
K oeki JapaneselL anguage
Course also explained
on

giving lectures

oY 1 otol nikkoroyal lake yangd

President U Win Myint of UMFCCI presents gift to
Koeki Japanese Language Course | nstructor
Mr Eigo Khino Shito. — umrccl

Japaneselanguagecourse.

President U Win
Myint, Vice-PresidentsU
Win Aung, U Zaw Min
Win, U Aung Lwinand U

Committee awarded
prizes to outstanding
trainees and presented
certificates to other
trainees. They aso gave

Thaung Tin and members
of the Education Work

giftsto instructors of the
training courses.— MNA

Spain initiatesAfrica Plan to

control immigration influxes

Mabrib, 21 May — Spain on Friday put forward
the Africa Plan aimed at expanding cooperation with
African countries in the next three years to control
immigration outflows from the continent.

Under the plan unveiled by the Council of
Ministers, Spain will open three new embassies in
Mali, Sudan and Cape Verde.

The plan also includes the opening of technical
cooperation officesin CapeV erde, Ethiopiaand Mali,
as well as commercia offices in Angola, Kenya,
Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa.

Meanwhile, Spain will reinforce its diplomatic
missions in Ghana, Nigeria and Senegal.

One of the goals of the plan is to promote
cooperation with African countries in regulating
migration surges, according to the government.

Spain is preparing a package of Agreements
on Migratory Cooperation and Readmission with
African countries. — MNA/ Xinhua
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DISTRICT NEWS

Plan for self-reliant libraries
durablllty dlscussed

Deputy Director Daw Khin San of Shan State
(North) IPRD speaks at the meeting for self-
reliant library’ s durability in Manhe Village of
Hsipaw Township.

Hsipaw, 10 May — Deputy Director Daw
Khin San of Shan State (North) Information and
Public Relations Department together with Staff
Officer U Maung Ko and officials of Kyaukme
District IPRD inspected Pinnya Alin self-reliant
library in Manhe Village in Hsipaw Township, and
discussed durability of the library with responsible
persons recently.

Head of Hsipaw Township IPRD U Sai Tha
Hlaing and Secretary of Manhe Village Self-Reliant
Library Committee Daw Maw Maw Tun reported
on progress of the library. Deputy Director Daw
KhinSangaveinstructionsonitsperpetual existence.

Kyemon

Physic nut plant growing
ceremony held in Twantay

Physc nut plant grovw ng ceremony in progress in
Twantay Township.

TwanTAY, 15 May — The physic nut plant
growing ceremony organized by Yangon South
District Forest Department was held on 12 May at
Kyuntaw Reserved Forest in Phayakyi Village,
Twantay Township.

Deputy Director U Than Oo of Y angon South
District Forest Department, Twantay Township
Forest Department Staff Officer U Mya Win Aung
and staff planted 30,250 physic nut saplings on 25
acres of land from 5 to 16 May. — Kyemon

Cash assistance provided to
retired sistersin Pathein

PaTHEIN, 12 May — In commemoration of the
International NursesDay, PatheinNursesAssociation
(Branch) donated cash assistance to retired sisters of
Patheinin Ayeyawady Divisonon11May. Members
of the Nurses Association (Branch) presented
K 5,000 eachfor 11 retired nurses. Staff OfficersDaw
Kyin Hmweand Daw WinWinMyint of Ayeyawady
Division Health Department (Nurse), the Principal
and instructors of Nurses and Mid-Wifery Training
School of Pathein, Sister Daw Ohn Myint and nurses
of Pathein General Hospital gave cash assistance to

\ theretired persons at their homes. — Kyemon )




for the competitions.
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Sports Minister meets
Myanmar athletes

Yancon, 20 May — Minister for Sports
Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint met Myanmar athletes
whowill take part in theinternational competitions
at National Indoor Stadium 1 this afternoon.

First, the athletes were introduced to the
minister and the officials reported on preparations

In meeting with the athletes, the minister
urged them to redouble their efforts to achieve
success in the respective competitions through
perseverance and sporting spirit.

Foreign

Minister mests...
(from page 16)

The Bangladesh
delegation was seen off at
theairport by the Director
General of Consular and
Legal Affairs U Phae
Thann Oo, the Ambassa
dor of Bangladesh to
Myanmar MrMohammed
Khairuzzaman and offi-
cials concerned of the
Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the Embassy of
Bangladesh in Y angon.

MNA
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Deputy Minister for Fore|gn Affalrs U Kyaw Thu meets W|th
Bangladeshi delegation. — mMNA

Myanmar U-17
Football Team is holding
theopportunity to enter the
final stage of the Asian U-
17 Championship hosted
by Singaporein September
2006 by grabbing a win
over opponent Thai youth
teaminthequalifier match.

At present, Myan-
mar youth team is making
preparations keenly for
improvement of players
skillsto achieve victory to
acertainextentintheAsian
level football tournament.
When the championship
commences, Myanmar will
have to struggle for its
success in the group
comprising Asian
powerhouseteams—Saudi
Arabia, North Korea and
improving Laos.

As a tune-up
competition, Myanmar

four. Myanmar Youth
Team, being champion in
the ASEAN uU-17
Championship 2005 is
favorite to win success in
the Cup. Although it did
not play with Malaysiaand
Singapore in the ASEAN
U-17 Championship 2005,
Myanmar  deservedly
clinched the championship
trophy by defeating Thai
and other rival teams.
Now, a total of 26
tentatively selected players
of Myanmar Youth Team
is undergoing training to
participate inthe Asian U-
17 Championship.
Together with six new
players, theteamisformed
with 20 players who took
part in the qualifier of the
championship. Out of 26
players, 18 selected players

will beplcked outfortaking

Myanmar Y outh Team has
been undergoing training.
As part of preparations for
the Asian u-17
Championship, Myanmar
youth will enter the Lion
Cup in Singapore. At
present, theMyanmar Y outh
Teamisinthebest position.
Theteam isformed with 20
players who had taken part
in the qualifier of the
championship, together with
three players each from
Sports and Physical
Education Institutes
(Yangon) and (Mandalay).
Two injured players
Goalkeeper Nay Hlaingand
NaingLin Tunwill missthe
Lion Cup. Prior totheLion
Cup, the Myanmar Y outh

A Myanmar Coach training Myanmar U-17 players.

Article: Nyi Nyi Soe Nyunt

Photos: Soe Nyunt (Kyemon)
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A pléyer o.f'Myanmar U-17 seen in training session.

Y outh Teamthat setssights
on participation in the
AsianU-17 Championship
isscheduled to take partin
the Lion Cup to be
organized by Singapore
Football Federation in
Singapore. In 1992,
Myanmar had secured
championintheLion Cup.

In the Lion Cup to
be held from 5 to 10
September, Singapore (A)
and Singapore (B) teams
from the host country will
play againstwith Myanmar
and Malaysia, totalling

part in the Lion Cup. At
present, the players are
being folded into the camp
to undergo training under
Chief CoachMr Minkovski
(Bulgaria) together with
Coaches U Khin Maung
Tint, U Zaw Lay Aung, U

Kyaw Lwin and
Goalkeeper Coach U Tun
Tint Aung.

Coach U Khin
Maung Tint,inaninterview,
said that they were making
preparations for the Asian
U-17 Championship. Since
December 2005, the

Team has played six tune-
up matches. In its tune-up
matches, the Myanmar
Youth Team trounced the
Under-20 Construction
Team and the Industry-1
Team with a5-0 result each
on6and 10 May. However,
theteam lost to First Eleven
FC with agoalless draw on
15 May and a 0-1 result on
17 May. Another tune-up
match washeld betweenthe
Myanmar Y outh Team and
Transport on 19 May. Inits
schedules, the Myanmar
Y outh Team will meet with

Construction Team on 22
May. Despite suffering
injury in the tune-up
matches, PyaePhyo Oo, Zin
Myo Aung and Than Tun
Aung would recover from
their injury soon and they
will not miss the matches.
Now, the Myanmar Y outh
Team is being nurtured by
Chief CoachMr Minkovski
and Myanmar Coaches.
Inthequalifier of the
Asian U-17 Championship
heldin Thailand from 13to
17 November 2005,
Myanmar whitewashed
Maldives12-0Oand played a

1-1 draw with host Thai
Youth Team. Due to the
goal scores difference,
Myanmar was qualified
for the championship.

A total of 26
tentatively  selected
players of the Myanmar
Youth Team are: Pyae
Phyo Oo, Kaung Myat
Han, San Lwin Oo, Than
TunAung,NaingLinTun,
Moe Naing Tun, Myat
Naing Aung, Nyein Nyan
Soe, Van La Harwe
(Goakeeper), Aye Moe,
Zin Myo Aung, Aung
Kyaw Moe, Zaw Lin, Chit
Ko Ko Htwe, David Dun,
TinWinAung, PaingMyo
0o, AungMyint Tun, Yan
Aung Win, Nay Hlaing

(Goalkeeper), PyaePhyoKo
Ko, Chit Ko Ko (2), Soe
Paing Thu (Goalkeeper),
Aung Zaw Lin, Aung Pyone
Kyaing and Kaung Myat
Tun.

To be able to bring
the honour to the State,
Myanmar Under-17 Team
— holder of the ASEAN
Under-17 Championship
2005 and the qualifier of the
Asian Under-17
Championship 2006—is
striving with concerted
efforts to take part in the
Asian U-17 Championship
and the Lion Cup of
Singapore.
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Translation: TTA

Bulgarlan Coach glv& tramlng to players of Myanmar U-17 Team.
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Growing number of Chinese
prefer electronic reading

Beung, 21 May —
Electronicbooks, e-book-
storesand digital libraries
are becoming more popu-
lar in China.

A national survey on
people’ sreading habitsin
thelnternet era, conducted
by Beijing Founder Elec-
tronic Co Ltd affiliated
to Beijing University and
a national newspaper
called China Information
World, showed 27.8 per
cent of Chinese citizens
were accustomed to read-
ing books and articles on
thelnternetin 2005, while
the figures in 1999 and
2003 were 3.7 per cent

and 18.3 per cent respec-
tively.

China currently has
110 million netizens and
the number is growing
steadily.

To feed citizens' in-
creasing e-reading needs,
publishing houses are co-
operating with websites,
mobile phone suppliers
and telecommunications
operators. Chinahasmore
than 400 publishing
houses operating online
publishing businesses.

Dai Longji, curator
of Beijing University li-
brary, said the borrowing
of e-books is constantly

increasing in his library.
Theproblemisthenumber
and thecontent of e-books
cannot satisfy readers
needs. Hesuggested book-
storesestablish electronic
bookstoresonthelnternet
assoonaspossibletomeet
readers needs.

The popularity of
online-reading has begun
to affect the circul ation of
newspapers and maga-
zines in the country, ac-
cording to reports. A
number of newspapersand
magazines have reported
the decline in advertise-
ment revenue.

MNA/Xinhua

A male baboon yawnsin the Cape Peninsula outside Cape Town, South
Africain this9 May, 2006 file photo. Unruly gangs of baboonsraid
the upmarket homes that line the spectacular coast of South Africa’s

Cape Peninsula, clearing out pantries, emptying fridges, and defecating

over the designer
finishes. It's baboon
versushumanin a
string of wealthy
ocean-front
communities 30
minutes from the
trendy centre of Cape
Town, atop tourist
destination. Picture
taken on 9 May, 2006.
INTERNET

Former rightist Czech official
attacks Minister

PrAGUE, 21 May — A
former rightist deputy
prime minister attacked
leftist Health Minister
David Rath at a meeting
on Saturday, state televi-
sion showed, raising po-
litical tensions in the
Czech Republic two
weeks before an election.

Miroslav Macek, a
former deputy primemin-
ister in the 1990s and a
long-timeadvisertoPresi-
dent Vaclav Klaus, was
chairing a meeting of
Czech dentists when
videotape aired on state
television showed he
walked over to a seated

Rath and hit him in the |

back of the head.

Macek, adentist who
isno longer officialy ac-
tive in politics but still
closely associatedwiththe
rightist Civic Democrats,
said hehit Rath over com-
ments the minister had
made about him and his
wife. Thetwo men stood
toetotoearguing after the
first hit, before Macek
againtriedto punch Rath.
The two then wrestled
briefly before they were
separated.

TheCivicDemocrats
have a narrow 4 percent-
age point lead over the

leftist Social Democrats
of Prime Minister Jiri
Paroubek with a 2-3 June
voteloominginabruising
campaign.

“Dr Macek has
shown how the Civic
Democrats behave. That
is, they attack unexpect-
edly from behind those
who oppose their views,”
Rathsaidjournalistsat the
meeting after theincident.

Macek said the inci-
dent was personal and not
political, aline echoed by
the Civic Democrats.

MNA/Reuters

US FDA says benzene found
INn some soft drinks

WasHINGTON, 21
May — Government test-
ing found the cancer-caus-
ing chemical benzene in
some soft drinks but not at
highenoughlevelstocause
harm, US regulators said
on Friday.

Five out of more
than 100 beverages tested
hadbenzeneinamountsex-
ceedingthelimitsetfor US
drinking water — 5 parts
per billion, the Food and
Drug Administration said.
The agency sad it asked
manufacturerstominimize
oreiminatebenzenelevels
intheir products. All of the
makers contacted have re-
formulatedthedrinksorare
in the process of doing so,
FDA officials said.

The agency tested
samples of soft drinksand
other beverages from No-
vember 2005throughApril
2006.

The benzene
amounts detected “do not
pose a safety concern for
consumers’, the FDA said
in astatement. Most prod-
uctshad very low levels of
benzene or none that was

detected, said Dr Laura
Tarantino, director of the
FDA'’sOffice of Food Ad-
ditive Safety. Some levels
wereashigh as88 partsper
billion, according to data
postedontheFDA website.
Thereisnolimit set for soft
drinks but regulators be-
lievebenzenelevelsshould
beminimal, Tarantinosaid.
“ Any benzeneinsoft
drinks that can be avoided
by the way you formulate
or package or distribute
should be avoided. That's
what we' re really asking,”
shesad.
Thedrinkswithben-
zene exceeding five parts
per billionwerecertainlots
of Safeway Inc's Safeway
Select Diet Orange;
Cadbury Schweppes PIc's
Crush Pineapple; Giant
Light Cranberry Juice
Cocktail,soldby Aholdunit
Giant Food Inc; Meridian
Beverage Co’'s AquaCd
Strawberry Flavoured Wa
ter Beverage, and Kraft
Food Inc's Crystal Light
Sunrise Classic Orange.
Safeway reformu-
lateditsSelect Diet Orange

sodabeforeitwascontacted
by the FDA, company
spokeswoman Teena
Massingill said. Repre-
sentativesof theother mak-
ers could not immediately
be reached on Friday
evening.

MNA/Reuters

HK suspends
poultry import
application

from Denmark

Honeg Kong, 21 May
—HongKongFriday sus-
pended processing of ap-
plications for the impor-
tationof poultry meat from
Denmark for fear of bird
flu outbreak.

The city’s Food and
Environmental Hygiene
Department made the an-
nouncement onFriday and
declareditsimmediate ef -
fectiveness.

“The decision was
taken following the con-
firmation of an outbreak
of avian influenza H5N1
inapoultry farm in Den-
mark,” said a spokesman
for the department.

“We are seeking fur-
ther information from the
relevant authorities con-
cerningthecase,” hesaid.

MNA/Xinhua

French actress Marie Gillain (L) and French
actor Jose Garcia arrive for the screening of
French director Nicole Garcia’ sin-competition

film ‘Selon Charlie’

at the 59th Cannes

Film Festival on20May, 2006. — INTERNET

A repr@entatlvefor SMSSJeweIIer Chopard
displaysthe Palme d’ Or film award as
preparations continue on the eve of the start of
the 59th International Film Festival in
Cannes, on May 16, 2006. The festival opens
on 17 May and runs until 28 May. INTERNET

Teenager held over London
schoolboy’s death

Lonpon, 21 May —
Police arrested ateenager
on Saturday in their in-
vestigation into the stab-
bing to death thisweek of
al15-year-old boy outside
his London school.

Kiyan Princewasfa-
tally wounded outside the
London Academy in
Edgware, northwest Lon-
don, as pupilswere going
home on Thursday. He
wastakento ahospital but
died from his wounds.

Britishmediasaidthe
boy wasstabbed after step-
pingintobreak up afight.

Scotland Yard said
on Saturday they had ar-
rested a 16-year-old boy
in connection with their
inquiry. Prince was a
youth team player at the
London Championship
soccer club Queens Park
Rangers (QPR).

“Hewasagreatlad, a
terrific prospect andit’sa
huge setback for every-
onethat knew him,” head
of youth Joe Gallen said
on the QPR website.

Chairman Gianni
Paladini said the club
would do everything it
could to help the family
through “this terrible
time”.

The school’s princi-
pa Phil Hearne said staff
and children were devas-
tated by theattack inwhat
he described asasafe and
quiet area.

“This was a lovely
young man,” hesaid. “He
was looked up to by
youngsters here, terribly
well respected, an ex-
tremely reliable, hard
working, bright young
man — a natural born
leader.” — MNA/Reuters
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An Airbus A319 of East Star Air is seen at the Meilan I nternational
Airport in Haikou, capital of south China’s Hainan Province on 20
May, 2006. East Star Air opened the flight from Wuhan, capital of
central China’ sHubei Province, to Haikou on 20 May. The Wuhan-
based company isthe fourth private airlinesin China. — INTERNET

| ndonesia pressing for Australian

support on Papua

tralia'sleader should sign | Jakarta's rule over West
a document recognizing | PapuaProvincetoresolve
adispute over Canberra's
decision to grant 42
Papuans asylum, a senior
Indonesia official said on
Saturday.

Leadersof Australia
and Indonesia, facing
their most seriousdisrup-
tion of relations since
over East Timor inde-
pendence in 1999, plan
to meet soon to discuss

MEebrorp, (Massa-
chusetts), 21May — Aus-

Flood forces evacuation of

community in eastern Canada

Ot1AWA, 21 May — Ten straight daysof rain have
forced a community east of Montreal, Canada’ s sec-
ond largest city, to evacuate about 30 homes because
of flooding.

Thebanksof the Y amaskaRiver began overflow-
ing early Saturday morning, forcing about 100 people
from their homes, reports reaching here said.

Officials warned that more homes could be eva-
cuated if the situation worsens, and are asking resi-

d I hair b : thedispute, which caused
ments tr(;c ear out their basements as a precautionary Jakarta to recall its am-
' bassador.

TheRed Cross set up an emergency shelter for the
evacuees, and several pumps are working to keep the
flooding from spreading.

Flooding was aso reported in several other re-
gionsof Quebec Province. According to Environment
Canada, around 140 millimetres of rain hasfallen this
month in southwestern Quebec. The agency says the
10 consecutive days of rain parts of the province have
seen is unusual. —MNA/Xinhua

P |

Indonesia says Aus-
tralids decision to grant

Papuans in March gave
support to Papuas inde-
pendence movement.
But differences
over the issue were nar-

and Canberra, said For-
eign Minister Hassan
Wirgjuda.

MNA/Reuters
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China begins comprehensive
check of phar maceutical plants

Belaing, 21 May — China has launched a comprehensive check of
pharmaceutical plants nationwide after a fake drug caused the death of five

people.

"Drug administra-
tions should immediately
launch comprehensive
checks of raw materials
purchased, management
of materialsand examina-
tion of finished products
of pharmaceutical plants,”
says a circular issued by
the State Food and Drug
Administration.

Five peopledied and
six people were hospital-
ized after they were in-
jected with the fake drug
Armillarisni A injection
made by the Qigihar No 2
Pharmaceutical Co Ltd
in northeast China's Hei-
longjiang Province.

The government has
shut down the plant and
banned the sale of all
medicines made by it.

"We must further
improve supervision and

administration of drug
production to ensure the
safety of drugs and pre-
vent such accidents from
happeningagain,” saidan
official with the adminis-
tration.

According to a gov-
ernmentinvestigation, the
company purchased one
ton of "propyleneglycol"
from drug dealer Wang
Guiping in September
2005 as auxiliary mate-
rial for producing the
Armillarisni A Injection.

The "propylene gly-
col" deliveredby Wangis
actually diglycol, an in-
dustrial material which
causes acute kidney fail-
ure if taken by humans.
The company's quality
inspectors failed to dis-
cover the problem.

Using diglycal, the

company produced the
injection, mainlyfor treat-
ingacuteor chronicchole-
cystitis and chronic and
atrophic gastritis.

Drug authorities in
South China'sGuangdong
Province reported on 3
May that patients using
the injection had deve-
loped acute kidney fail-
ure symptoms, which
prompted immediate in-
vestigation into the case.

The police have de-
tained the suspect Wang
Guiping and have taken
other people involved in
the case into custody.

Further investiga-
tionsrevealed the Qigihar
No 2Pharmaceutical Co
Ltd had been producing
four other fake drugs be-
foreits closure.

MNA/Xinhua
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The Third All-China Gamesis opened in Suzhou, a city in east China’s
Jiangsu Province, on 20 May, 2006. The event held every four years
includes almost all non-Olympic sportsitemsin China. —INTERNET

Palestinian intelli-
gence chief Tareq Abu
Rajab and hisbodyguards
werein the areawhen the
explosion went off in the
building’'s elevator, said
the sources. One of Abu
Rajab’s bodyguard was
killed in the blast and the
otherwasnotimmediately
recognized.

Abu Rajab, along
with other injured, was
rushed to Gaza City hos-
pital wherehewasunder-
going a surgery, said the
sources.

Theblast wascaused

Rescuersinstall steel pipesto pump water out
of the flooded shaft of a coal minein order to
rescue at least 44 still trapped underground in
Zuoyun county, Shanxi Province on 20 May,
2006. A total of 145 miners were working
underground when the flooding accident took
place on Thursday night, and 101 managed to
escape, rescuers said. —I NTERNET

by abomb planted in the
building’ selevator bank,
said the sources, adding
that the bomb went off in
the elevator close to the
second floor asheand his
bodyguardswereheading
to hisofficeon thefourth
floor of the building.

It is the third time
that he escapes assassi-
nation attempt. Satur-
day’s blast against the
security headquarters in
Gazacame amid mount-
ing tension between rul-
ing Hamas and support-
ers of the previously

Two killed in Gaza’s Palestinian
security HQs blast

Gaza, 21 May — Two peoplewer ekilled and 10 other sincluding Palestin-

ian intelligence chief were injured in a blast that rocked the Palestinian
security headquartersin the Gaza Strip on Saturday, security sources said.

dominant Fatah move-
ment after armed clashes
had | eft several militants
dead.

Abu Rajab headsthe
general intelligence
forces, which is under
Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas com-
mand.

The intelligence
chief headed an investi-
gation team to Jordan in
mid-May to probe an a-
leged weapon smuggling
issued by Hamas activ-
ists.

MNA/Xinhua

28 climbers scale
Mt Everest on

Saturday

KATHMANDU, 21May
— A total of 28 moun-
taineers of four different
expeditions have scaled
Mt Qomolangma, the
world's tallest peak, on
Saturday.

According to Radio
Nepal,al2-member team
of India climbed Mt
Everest Saturday from
South. The team com-
prises of six Indians and
six Nepali high altitude
workers.

The six Indians who
scaled the peak were all
government employees.

MNA/Xinhua
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

TRADEMARK CAUTION

PIRELLI & C. S.p.A. of Via G.
Negri 10, Milan, Italy is the
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the
following trademark:

FReErn

(IVi2333/1999)(1/1027/2006)

used in respect of - “Class 9:
Cables, electrical cables, electrical
conductors and  connectors,
cables and conductors for
telecommunication, optical fibres,
optical apparatus and
instruments, lasers; all parts and
accessories for said goods.

Class 12: Tyres; pneumatic, semi
pneumatic and solid tyres for
vehicle wheels; wheels for
vehicles, inner tubes, rims, parts
and fittings for all said goods.”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorized use or any other
infringement whatsoever of this
trademark will be dealt with
according to law.

Thein Aung B.5¢,R.L.D.B.L Advocate
MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND
PATENT LAW FIRM

E-mail: mtpip@mptmail.net.mm
Tel:254037 G.P.0 Box:666
Yangon. 22 May 2006

Int’l cultural expo

opensin SChina

GuaNGzHou, 20 May—
An internationa cultural
expo opened Thursday in
Shenzhen, abooming city
in southern China's
Guangdong Province, with
the aim of promoting
Chinese cultural products
and services to the world
market. Activities during
the four-day expo include
exhibitions, tradefairs, and
seminarsonartisticdesign,
mediatechnol ogy, publica-
tion, education, auctions
and performancesby inter-
national artists.

Morethan1,500Chinese
enterprises, 26 delegations
from Australia, South
K orea, Japan and anumber
of other countries, andsome
21,000 participants from
culturd circles, will attend
the expo.— MNA/Xinhua

TRADE MARK CAUTION

HENKEL CORPORA-
TION, a Company incorpo-
rated in the State of
Delaware (United States) of
2101 East Via Arado, P.O.
Box 9016, Rancho
Dominguez, California
90220 U.S.A. is the Owner of
the following Trade Marks:-

DEP

Reg. No. 2570/2005

in respect of * Class 3: hair
care products, namely
shampoos, conditioners,
styling gels, styling mousse,
styling glazes, preparations
for body and beauty care,
perfumery, essential oils,
soaps, skin moisturizers,
facial scrubs, lotions, creams
and skin gels”.

NATURES FAMILY
Reg. No. 2571/2005

in respect of “Class 3:
preparations for body and
beauty care, perfumery,
essential oils, skin scrubs,
skin oils, shower and bath
gels, soaps, liquid soaps,
skin creams, skin gels,
moisturizing foam baths,
facial moisturizers, foam
baths and skin lotions, hair
care and hair styling
products”.

L.A.LOOKS

Reg. No. 2572/2005

in respect of “Class 3:
preparations for body and
beauty care, perfumery,
essential oils, soaps, hair
care and hair styling
products, namely shampoos,
conditioners, styling gels,
styling mousse, styling
glazes; skin moisturizers,
facial scrubs, lotions, creams
and skin gels”.

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin
M.A.HG.P,DB.L
for HENKEL
CORPORATION

P. 0. Box 60, Yangon.
Dated: 22 May 2006

Y

7 Building

A MODERN STATIE
2005 -

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

£ This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

£2 Tllustrated with colourful photographs.

L) Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00

Available at
=l Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon
T 381448,249031
i [E) News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,
Yangon &: 294306
=] Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

MINISTRY OF TRANSPORT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
INVITATION TO SEALED QUOTATION

1. Sedled quotations are invited by the Myanma Port
Authority, for the supply of the following items;

(d) Mooring Chain & Accessories.
(b) 35 Ton Diesel Hydraulic Mobile Crane.
(c) 10 Ton Diesal Forklift Truck (Low Mast).
(d) U-AIS Transponder FA-100.
(e) Handheld Ranger Finder.
2. Quotationformsand documentsareavailableat the
Stores Department, Seik Kan Township, Myanma
Port Authority, starting from 23-5-2006, during

office hours.

3. For further details, pl ease contact tel ephone number

292334 and 292301.

Controller of Stores

Stores Department

Myanma Port Authority

Work on Three Gorges Dam’s
main wall startsfinal sprint

THRee GorcEs Dam SiTe (Hubel Province), 20
May— Thefinal part of concr ete placement for the
main section of the mammoth Three Gorges Dam
started at 4:00 am on Friday in themiddlereach of
the Yangtze River, thelongest in China.

The final concrete
placement is due to finish
on Saturday, which will
mark thecompl etion of the
dam’s main wall.

The 185-metre-high
and 2,309-metre-long
dam, often compared to
the Great Wall in its
scale,istheworld’ slargest
dam of reinforced con-
crete, with a total of 28
million cubic metres of

concretetobepoured. The
last placement involves
1,017.5 cubic metres of
concrete.

Actually, the com-
pleted section of the
dam's main wall is 184.8
metres high, with the
remaining 0.2 metre
reserved for building the
highway on the top of
the dam.

MNA/Xinhua

Singapor elaunchesnew servicetohelp SM Esfinance

SiINGAPORE, 20 M ay— Singapor € sSM E (small- and medium-sized enter prises) Credit Bureau launched
anew service, theSingaporeBusiness Toolkit, to help SMEsfinance, Minister of Statefor Education and
Trade and Industry Chan Soo Sen announced on Friday.

“The Toolkit will help
SMEsto identify areas of
weaknesses and offer
basic advice to address
these areas. The ultimate
goal isto improve SMES
credit standing and thus
enhance their chances in

China’'sTrade Union callsfor
minimum wage boost

Beliing, 20M ay— TheAll ChinaFederation of TradeUnions(ACFTU) has
called on provincial governments to raise their legal minimum wage amid
concernsthereal value of the minimum wage s slipping.

A statement from the
ACFTU said some
governments had yet to
set per-hour minimum
wage standards, some had
failed to include un-
employment insurance,
workers' injury insurance,
medical insurance and
publichousingfundswhen
setting minimum wage
standards.

Employers in some
areasareby-passinglocal
minimumwagestandards
by implementing a

piecework wage system.
The Chinese
Government established
aminimum wage system
in 1993, which the
country's 31 provincial,
autonomous region and
municipal authorities
were responsible for
implementing.
Minimum wage levels
in some areas were con-
sidered too low to ensure
low-income groups and
an inadeguate minimum
wage would enlarge the

income gap.

Beijing’s 2004
minimum wage of 545
yuan a month was just
20 per cent of the
city’s average income,
downfrom 39 per centin
1994,

The ACFTU state-
ment has called on
governments to adjust
their minimum wage
levelsto 40to 60 per cent
of local average incomes
withinthreetofiveyears.

MNA/Xinhua

raisingcapital,” Chansaid
at the second SME Credit
Bureau Conference.

The service is a joint
effort by the SME Credit
Bureau, whichisanonline
platform  providing
lenderswithcredit-related
information on local
companies, andtheWorld
Bank’s International
Finance Corporation.

Chan also noted in his
speech that the Singapore
Government has adopted
athree-pronged approach
to collaborate with the
private sector in helping
SMEs access financing.

Firstly,ithasdevel oped
a suite of financing
schemes, including the
Start-up  Enterprise
Development Scheme
(SEEDS) andtheBusiness
Angel Scheme (BAS) for
thestart-ups, aswell asthe
Local Enterprise Finance
Scheme (LEFS) and
Microloans for the
growing SMEs, toaddress

areas where there are
market gaps, Chan said.

The LEFS has offered
40,000 loans worth 10
billion Singapore dollars
(about six billion US
dollars) sinceitslaunchin
1976 while Microloans
have benefitted more than
10,000 businesses, which
have less than 10
employeeseach, inthepast
five years with some 326
million Singapore dollars
(about 207 million US
dollars), according to the
minister.

Thesecond approachis
that the government has
been catalyzing new
financing options, Chan
said, citing the Loan
Insurance Scheme (LI1S)
andthe SME AccessLoan
as examples. The SME
Access Loan has so far
provided|oansof over 100
million Singapore dollars
(about 63 million US
dollars) to more than 400
under-served SMEs.

Thirdly, the govern-
ment also helps create
greater awareness and
match SMEs to the
appropriate financing
optionsavailablethrough
variousplatforms, suchas
the Finance Roadshows,
Dea Flow Connection,
EnterpriseOne and the
Enterprise Development
Centres, Chan noted.

He reiterated that the
government has pledged
three billion Singapore
dollars (about two billion
US dollars) as loans to
SMEs over the next five
years, hoping to catalyze
an equal amount of loans
from the private sector
during the same period.

Currently, there are
over 130,000 SMEs
operating inthecity state,
which employ more than
half of thetotal workforce
and contributeto some43
per cent of the country's
gross domestic product
(GDP). — MNA/Xinhua
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China offerssubsidiesfor retiring
outdated motor vehicles

Belaing, 20 May — Chinawill offer up to 15,000 yuan (1,875 US dollars)
for each motor vehicle which is retired before the date required by law,
China’sMinistry of Finance said on Friday.

The retired motor
vehicle eligible for
subsidies include large
cargo and passenger
vehiclesregisteredduring
1997 and 1999 and

scrapped or dismembered
thisyear.

The per-unit subsidies
will be 4,000 yuan for
those vehicles which are
over 12 tonsin weight or

Chinese Vice-Premier wants
improved meteorological innovation

BelainG,20 May— Chinese Vice-Premier Hui
Liangyu underscored here Thursday that China
needstobuild aworld classmoder n meteor ological

system.

Hui said China’'s
meteorological services
have played an important
role in the country’s
disaster relief, economic
construction,  social
devel opment and national
defence.

Yet the Vice-
Premier said that current
meteorological techno-

logy and services do not
entirely meet the need of
the fast growing society.
Heurgedall therelated
departmentsto implement
the central government’s
policiesonmeteorol ogical
development and provide
sufficient support to the
innovation.
MNA/Xinhua

those with over 30 seats
and nine metresin length.
The ministry said the
subsidies for retiring and
replacing an outdated bus
with a new bus that meet
EURO Il exhaust gas
emissionstandardswill be
15,000 yuan.
Themoveisdesignedto
promote the development
of thecountry’ sauto sector,
reduce air pollution and
traffic accidents, and save
energy.— MNA/Xinhua

Villagersrow a
newly-built dragon
boat at ariver in the
suburbs of
Guangzhou, capital
of China’s southern
Guangdong Province
on 20 May, 2006. The
boats are prepared
for the Dragon Boat
Festival which is
celebrated with boat
racesto represent the
attempted rescue of
poet Chu Yuan. Chu
Yuan drowned on the
fifth day of thefifth
lunar month in 277
BC. Thisyear’s
Dragon Boat Festival
fallson 31 May.

I NTERNET

2

Chinese netizens oppose auction of M ao Zedong's portrait

Belaing, 20 May — Sina.com, a popular Chinese Inter net portal, has seen mor e than 18,000 posts from
netizens opposing the auction of late Chairman Mao Zedong' s portrait.

After the website
published the news that
Huachen Auction Com-
pany will beginthebidding
forMao' sportraiton3June,

N
A baby Bactrian

camel is sheltered
by its mother Lila,
two-year-old, in
their enclosure at
Hellabrunn zoo in
Munich on 28
April, 2006. The
female baby camel
is yet to be named,

and was born on 17

thousands went online
expressing hopes that the
government authority will
endtheauction, Saturday’s
China Daily reported.

The original model for
the Mao painting that hung
over highthroughthe1950s
on Beijing’'s Tiananmen
Rostrum, thesymbol of the
China’'s  Communist
revolution, is expected to
fetch one million to 1.2
million yuan (120,000-

150,000 US dallars).

“|1 strongly oppose the
auctionof ChairmanMao's
portrait becauseitisneither
amerepieceof artisticwork
nor acommercia activity.
Mao Zedong isthe spirit of
our great nation,” an
anonymous person said on
thelnternet.“How darethey
dosuchathing! If they sold
Mao's portrait today, they
will sold Tiananmen
Rostrum the other day.”

another person said.
Theportraitwaspainted
by Zhang Zhenshi, known
as the best portraitist in
China specialized in the
painting of Mao. He was
among more than 30
painters invited from
aroundthecountrytocreate
a new portrait of Mao to
mark the first anniversary
of the Peopl€' sRepublic of
Chinain 1950 .
MNA/Xinhua

April, 2006.
INTERNET
E J
Mittal Steel launches Solar energy
Arcelor takeover bid production base
BrusseLs, 20 May — Mittal Steel hasofficially | €stablished in
launcheditsbidfor rival Arcelor after thego-ahead Shanghai
from Europeanregulators,local mediareported on SHANGHAI, 21 May —
Thursday. A Chinese company plans

France, Belgium and
Luxembourg regulators
have already given
approval for Mittal’s
21-billion-euro hostile
takeover bid for steel firm
Arcelor, according to
Brussels-based news
website expatica

US regulators have
aso cleared the ded on
antitrust grounds, but
Mittal is still waiting for
EU-level regulatory
approval. The European
Union (EU) is set to
approvethedeal by June?.
Mittal, the world’ slargest

steel group by volume, is
offering amix of cash and
equity during its Arcelor
offer periodextending until
June29. However,theLuxe
bourg-based Arcelor has
repeatedly voiced its
opposition to the bid.
Aecdor has urged
shareholderstopreserveits
independence and has
already promised an
increased 2005 dividend
andab-hillion-euro(around
6.4billionUSdollars) share
buyback abovemarketleve
to convince them.
MNA/Xinhua

to invest two billion yuan
(250 million US dollars)
to set up a solar energy
production base in
Shanghai in the coming
fiveyears,oneof thelargest
of itskind in the country.
TheJinlonglIndustrial
Group, a leading solar
energy company based in
Hebei Province, will be
engaged in manufacturing
photovoltaic cell, crystal
silicon and other key
products in Fengxian
County of Shanghai.
MNA/Xinhua

Greenpeace briefly shuts Cargill
In Brazil terminal

SaorauLo (Brazil), 20 May — Environmental activist group Greenpeace
saidon Fridayittemporarily shut downaCargill Incexport terminal in Brazil
to protest the US grain trader’ swork in the Amazon.

The group said the soy
exported from Cargill’s
terminal in Santarem was
grown on deforested
Amazon jungle.

One activist was
thrown into the river
and eight people were
arrested, Greenpeacesaid.
Climbers tried to occupy
the roof and conveyor
belts of Cargill’s facility
where they display a
banner reading ‘Fora
Cargill’ — ‘Cargill get
out’, Greenpeacesaidina
Statement.

Greenpeace said other
volunteers were trying to
prevent soybeans from
being unloaded from
barges.

The organization’s
Arctic Sunrise boat was
obstructing the dock area
but avessel at theterminal
wasattempting toremove
it.

“American corpo-
rations like Cargill are

eating up the Amazon to
grow soya,” Greenpeace
Amazon coordinator

Paulo Adario said in the
statement.
MNA/Reuters

———
The new Sony Ericsson Walkman telephone.
Ericsson, the world’'s biggest supplier of mobile
telecommunication systems, istobid for acontract to
setupa2.1billioneuro(2.7billiondollar) surveillance
system on the US-Mexico border.—INTERNET
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Thierry Henry and Arsene Wenger.

Henry signs new
contract with Arsenal

Lonpon, 21 May — Arsenal talisman Thierry
Henry ended months of speculation about his fu-
ture by pledging his future to the North London

club on Friday.

The 28-year-old, who
signed a new four-year
contract, had ayear left on
his former contract and
had been linked with a
movetoBarcel onabut has
opted to stay and lead Ar-
sena intheir new stadium.

South Africa end 7-hour goal
drought in Swazi win

JOHANNESBURG, 21
May — South Africa
ended a run of almost
seven hours without a
goal in a 1-0 win over
Swaziland in the Cosafa
Castle Cup on Saturday.
Benson Mhlongo scored
with a 13th minute
header to ensure a place
in the Group B final
against Botswana on
Sunday.

Botswana won Sat-
urday’ s second semifinal
with a 2-0 win over
Madagascar. Mhlongo’s

ended South Africa’'s
record run of 418 min-
utes without a goal when
he stole in behind
Swaziland's defence.

A locally-based side
proved too strong for the
Swaxzis, playing their first
match under Belgian
coach Jan van Winckel.

Two goals in two
minutes midway through
the second half from
substitute  Moemedi
Mothiaping and defender
Khumo Mothibane al-
lowed Botswana to capi-

talize on their domination
against the Malagasy.
The mini-tourna-
ment serves as a quali-
fier for the semifinals of
the annual southern Afri-
can regional tournament.
World Cup finalists
Angola qualified from
the Group A tournament
in Lesotho last month.
MNA/Reuters

"Atonepointit crossed
my mindtoleave,” hetold
a news conference, two
daysafter Arsenal lost the
Champions League final
to Barca.

"But | think with my
heart and my heart told
me to stay."

Henry said Arsenal's
performance in the 2-1
defeat to Barcelona had
beenkey tohisdecisionto
commit his future to the
club.

"We can beso proud of
what we did," he said.

"The game reassured
me of one thing | wanted
to know — how far | can
go with that team. They
showed methey areateam
with heart and lots of
quality.— MNA/Xinhua

Brazilianspower CSKA
M oscow to Cup victory

Moscow, 21 May — CSKA Moscow kept hold of
the Russian Cup on Saturday after their Brazilian
strikers Jo and Vagner Love swept them to a 3-0
victory over city rivals Spartak.

Jo opened the scoring two minutesbeforetheend of
afast and furiousfirst half, driving afreekick through
thewall and out of reach of Spartak keeper Wojciech

Kowalewski.

Spartak, who have not won agame against CSKA

since2001, tried hardtolevel but never looked danger-
ousandtheir misery wascompoundedwhenmidfielder
SantosMozart wasshown ared card for fouling fellow
Brazilian Dudu two minutes from time.

Vagner Love made it 2-0 with a solo effort in the
90th minutewhen he picked theball upin midfield and
foxed the goalkeeper.

Jo, Russianleague’ stop scorer with 11 goalsinnine
matches, then finished off Spartak with a clean strike
from just outside the box in injury time.

Spartak’ scaretaker coachVladimir Fedotov praised
his opponents.

“We simply lost to a better team,” said former
CSKA striker Fedotov.

CSKA coach Vaery Gazzayev added: “It's not
enough to play well, it was a so important to show the
team spirit and fight to the end.” —MNA/Reuters

L evski

secure

Bulgarian league
titlefor 24th time

SoFia, 21 May — Levski Sofiaclinched their 24th

Safina struggles past
Kuznetsovato Romefinal

RomE 21, May — Dinara Safina emer ged victo-
rious from a 2-1/2 hour claycourt battle, beating
fellow Russian Svetlana Kuznetsova 3-6, 6-4,
7-5toreachthefinal of theltalian Openon Satur day.

Bulgarian league title on Saturday with a 2-1 win at
rel egation-threatened Botev Plovdiv.

With two matches to go, Levski have an unassail-
ableeight-point lead over bitter city rivals CSKA who
were beaten 1-0 at lowly Rodopa Smolyan.

CSKA had a seven-point lead at the top after the
first half of the season but thanks to a string of fine
performances Levski overtook them to capture their
first league title since 2002. Levski top the 15-team
league with 67 pointsfrom 26 matchesand will play in
the second qualifying round of the ChampionsL eague
next season. CSKA lie second on 59.

“We've been the most consistent team throughout
theseason and wedeservethetitle,” said Levski coach
Stanimir Stoilov whose side a so enjoyed an excellent
runinthe UEFA Cup thisseason, reaching the quarter-

Jose Armando Santa Cruz, right, of of Los

Angeles lands a right to the bloody face of
Chikashi I nada, of Japan, early in the sixth round
of a scheduled 12-round WBC lightweight interim
world championship boxing match in Los Angeles,

on Saturday, 20 May, 2006. Santa Cruz won by
TKO when the referee stopped the fight later in the
sixth round.—INTERNET

She will play Martina
Hingisor VenusWilliams
inthefinal.

Safina, seeded 16, fi-
nally seized control in
the 11th game of thefinal
set when seventh seed
Kuznetsova netted two
forehands and drifted a
backhand over the base-
lineto gift her opponent a
break and the chance to
serve out for the match.

"It was really a long
time. In the second set |
just said to myself 'play it
point by point' and in the
end it went my way to-
day," said Safina after

Barcalose but Eto’o finishesastop scorer

MapRriD, 21 May — He netted after 36

finals. —MNA/Reuters

Answersto yesterday’s
Crossword Puzzle

Barcelona striker Samuel
Eto’o crowned a memo-
rable season by finishing
asthe Primera Liga stop
marksman with 26 goals
as he scored in hisside's
3-1 defeat at Athletic Bil-
bao on Saturday.

The Cameroon in-
ternational missed out on
the honour last year when
Villarreal’s Diego Forlan
pipped him at the post on
the last day of the sea
son.

Eto'o, who also
scored in Wednesday’ s 2-
1 Champions League fi-
nal win over Arsenal,
started the day level with
Valencia's David Villa
on 25 goals.

minutes to put his weak-
ened side ahead in their
rescheduled last game of
the season though the
Basques scored three
times after the break to
take the points.

The European and
Spanish champions fin-
ished their league cam-
paign on 82 points, 12
clear of second-placed
Rea Madrid. After a sea
son spent fighting against
relegation Bilbao climbed
to 12th.

The game had atrue
end of season feel about
it with Barca already
crowned champions and
Bilbao safe from relega-
tion and out of the run-

ning for the European
places.

The visitors were
shorn of first-team regu-
lars such as
Ronaldinho, Deco,
Carles Puyol and
Rafael Marquez.
Part of FIFA’srul-
ing that allowed
the delayed match
to take place after
the May 15 dead-
line set for the end
of the league sea-
son was that inter-
nationa playersin-
volved in next |
month’s World
Cup finals were
barred from com-
peting.

MNA/Reuters

reaching her first final of
the year.

Former US Open
champion Kuznetsova
made a slow start to the
match, going 3-1 down
to Safina before finding
rhythm on her
groundstrokesto break in
the seventh and ninth
games and wrap up the
first set.

She battled back from
a break down in the sec-
ondsettoo, but thenserved
a double fault and put a
backhandwideintheninth
gameto gift avital break
to Safinawho levelled the
match.

Safina maintained her
momentum into the de-
cider, threetimes going a
break up only to bepegged
back on each occasion.

MNA/Reuters

the

Samuel Eto'o
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Irish U2 lead singer and anti-poverty campaigner Bono is welcomed by
Maasai women as he visitstheir traditional Shambasha Village near
Arusha on 20 May. —INTERNET

Toronto issues health warning
over hepatitis outbreak

OTtTAawA, 21 May — Toronto, Canada’s largest city, issued a health
warning on Saturday following an outbreak of hepatitis among about 400
dialysis patients at a local hospital.

TorontoPublicHealth
urged the patients not to
share toothbrushes or ra-
zorswithfamily members
and to use condoms.

“There are eight pa-
tientsweareinvestigating
with new infections,” Dr
Michael Finkelstein, an
associate medical officer
with Toronto Public
Health, told the Globeand
Mail newspaper.

It is not clear how
dialysis patients who use

ScarboroughHospital, lo-
cated at Toronto's east
end, would have become
infected with the Hepati-
tisB or C that has shown
up in recent routine tests.

Dr Gordon Nagai,
who works in the
Scarborough Regional
DialysisProgramme, said
that they were searching
for thesourceof theinfec-
tion. A staff member could
be the source and the en-
tire staff is being tested.

could be coming from an-
other place.

Every dialysispatient
is being tested for both
Hepatitis B and C. As a
further precaution, they
are also testing for HIV
duringregular dialysisses-
sions.

HepatitisB and C are
viral diseases of the liver
spread through contact
withblood or body fluids.
Thediseasecan causeper-
manent liver damage.
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Officesin Nepal
busy with
changing names

KATHMANDU, 21 May
— Government offices
and stateinstitutionshave
been busy sinceon Friday
with changing their sign-
boards, letter pads and
stamps and adopting the
new name: Government
of Nepal, local Press re-
ported on Saturday.

Following a procla-
mation by the House of
Representativeson Thurs-
day, the government told
al its ministries, offices
and other bodies, includ-
ing foreign missions, to
replace “His Majesty’s
Government” with “Gov-
ernment of Nepal” insign-
boards, letter pads, offi-
cial seals and officials
circulars, TheKathmandu
Post reported.

The Office of the
Prime Minister (PMO)
and Council of Ministers
Friday told the Army to
rename itself “Nepali
Army”, the English-lan-
guage newspaper re-
ported. — MNA/Xinhua

the facilities run by ' However, the infection MNA/Xinhua
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Sunday, 21 May, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, the Southwest
monsoon has advanced into Myanmar Deltaic areas.
Rain or thundershowers have been widespread in Chin
and Mon States, Yangon, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi
Divisions, scattered in Kayin State and Bago Division,
isolated in Rakhine State, upper Sagaing and Mandal ay
Divisionswith locally heavyfall in Taninthayi Division
and isolated heavyfallsin Mon State and Y angon Divi-
sion and weather has been partly cloudy intheremaining
areas. Day temperatures were (5°C) above norma in
K achin State and upper Sagaing Division, (3°C) to (4°C)
above normal in Kayin and Mon States, Bago and
Ayeyawady Divisions, (5°C) below normal in Taninthayi
Division and about normal in the remaining areas. The
significant day temperature was Kalewa (40°C). The
noteworthy amountsof rainfallsrecorded wereL aunglon
(6.22) inches, Myeik (4.65) inches, Y eand Central Y angon
(4.14) incheseach, Dawei (3.90) inches, Y angon (K aba-
Aye) (2.24) inches, Co co Island (2.12) inches and
Mawlamyine (1.77) inches.

Maximum temperature on 20-5-2006 was 85°F.
Minimum temperature on 21-5-2006 was 67°F. Relative
humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 21-5-2006 was (96%).
Total sunshine hours on 20-5-2006 was nil.

Rainfalls on 21-5-2006 were (1.38) inches at
Mingaladon, (2.24) inches at Kaba-Aye and (4.14)
inchesat Central Yangon. Total rainfalls since 1-1-2006
were (12.60) inches at Mingaladon, (14.09) inches at
Kaba-Aye and (14.49) inches at Central Y angon. Maxi-
mum wind speed at Y angon (Kaba-Aye) was (15) mph
from Southeast at (11:50) hours MST on 20-5-2006.

Bay inference: Monsoon is strong to vigorousin
the Andaman Sea, Central Bay and South Bay. Weather
is partly cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 22-5-2006:
Weather will be partly cloudy in lower Sagaing and
Magway Divisions and rain or thundershowers will be
isolated in Kachin, Chin, Shan and Kayah States, scat-
tered in Rakhine State, upper Sagaing and Bago Divi-
sions and widespread in the remaining States and Divi-
sionswith likelihood of isolated heavyfallsin Mon State,
Y angon and Taninthayi Divisions. Degree of certainty is
(80%).

State of the sea: Squallswith rough seaarelikely
at times Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and along Mon-
Taninthayi Coast. Surfacewind speedinsquallsmay reach
(35) to (40) mph. Seas will be moderate elsewhere in
Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent twodays: Likelihood of
thundery conditionsin Central Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 22-5-2006: Possibility of isolated rain or thun-
dershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areasfor 22-5-2006: Somerainor thundershowerswhich
may be heavy at times. Degree of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areasfor 22-5-2006: Possibility of isolated rain or thun-
dershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).
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Foreign Minister meets Bangladeshi guests

Y anGon,21 May— The Bangladeshi Delega-
tion led by Foreign Secretary of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh Mr Hemayetuddin,who was on an offi-
cia visit to the Union of Myanmar at the invitation of
the Deputy Minister for Foreign AffairsU Kyaw Thu,
paid a courtesy cal on U Nyan Win, Minister for
Foreign Affairsat 3 pm onl9 May at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. During thecall, the Foreign Secretary
of Bangladesh was accompanied by the Ambassador
of the People’ s Republic of Bangladesh to Myanmar
Mr Mohammed K airuzzaman and the members of the
Bangladesh delegation.

During their stay in Myanmar, the Bangladesh
Delegationled by Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh Mr
Hemayetuddin held High-level Bilateral Consulta-
tionswith the Myanmar Delegation led by the Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Thu on bilateral
issuesand mutually beneficia cooperationinthemorn-
ing on 19 May at the Hotel Nikko Royal Lake. In the
evening the Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U
Kyaw Thu and wife hosted a dinner in honour of the
visiting Bangladesh Foreign Secretary and his wife
and members of the delegation at the Hotel Nikko
Royal Lake.
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Foreign Minister U Nyan Win receives Foreign

- -

Secretary of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Mr Hemayetuddin.— mnA

The Foreign Secretary of Bangladesh was ac-
companied by his wife, Additional Secretary of the
Ministry of Home AffairsMr Mohammad Mohsinand
senior officialsfromtheMinistry of Foreign Affairsof

separatemeeting with Col Maung Maung Than, Direc-

National Registration in the afternoon on 19 May.

Bangladesh. The Bangladesh delegation also held a

The Foreign Secretary of the People's Republic

of Bangladesh H.E Mr Hemayetuddin and party left
tor- General of the Department of Immigration and | here by air yesterday.

(See page 9)

INSIDE

In order to promote and sustain
economic and social wellbeing of the
dryland population, itismost crucial to
protect biodiversity in those regions. In
Myanmar about 10 per cent of land in
the country are drylands. Greening
projectintheDryZoneundertakensince
1994 isindeed an important measureto
protect and conserve biodiversity in the

drylands of Myanmar. _
PacE 7 YiN YiN Lay YaNGon, 21 May—Nine members of Namtu

L ) || Township National League for Democracy in Shan
T | | State (North) — Chairman U Mya Aung, Vice-
Chairman-1 U Kyaw Nyein, Vice-Chairman-2 U
Than Tun, Secretary-1 U Aik Kyan, Secretary-2 U
Tin Tun, Treasurer Daw Khin Myint and executives
Daw Kyi Kyi Myint, U San Win and U Kyaw Naing
Oo— resigned of their own accord fromthe party by
sending their resignation letters to NLD (HQ) and
authorities concerned.

Intheletter they said Namtu Township NLD was
reconstituted in 2002 with the aim of serving the
interest of the local people. But, aglance at the acts
of NLD would reveal that it has been sticking to the
policy of “Look West” and grabbing power. Besides,
being jealous of peace and stability prevailing in the
State, it is ingtigating the people to cause panic

Being jealous of peace and stability
prevailing in the State, NLD is
Instigating the people to cause panic

NLD sticking to policy of “L ook West”

and grabbing power
Member s of Namtu Township NLD resign

among them. Meanwhile, the government has been
endeavouring for the development of their regionin
collaboration with the local people. As a result,
PSLA of Special Region-7 and SSNA of Special
Region-3 have exchanged arms for peace after real-
izingthegoodwill of thegovernment. So, the Stateas
well as the local people of the region are now in a
position to fully enjoy development fruits. There-
fore, breaking away fromtheactsof NLD, they have
decided to resign from the party and shut down the
township NLD so asto work for the devel opment of
education, health and transport sectors of the region
in cooperation with local authorities.

Apart from executive U Min Min Myo Naing of
NamtuNL D, who hasmovedtotheother area, all the
remaining nine members have resigned of their own
volition form the party, it is learnt. — MNA

Shwe Wah Tun (MPCE) and Lone Chaw
(KLN) in action in final match of Above-
Middleweight Class held at Youth Training
Centre, Thuwunna on Sunday. The latter wins
the match.— NLm

Weather Forecast for (21-5-2006)

Nay Pyi Taw & neighbouring areas
Possibility of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Yangon & neighbouring areas
Some rain or thundershowers which may be heavy at times. Degree of certainty is (80%).

M andalay and neighbouring areas
Possibility of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).




