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Senior-General Than Shwe receives
UN Under-Secretary-Gener al

Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe receives Under-
Secretary-General for Political Affairs of the United Nations
Mr Ibrahim A Gambari at Bayintnaung Yeiktha of the Ministry of
Defencein Nay Pyi Taw. — MNA

NAY Pyvi1 Taw, 20 May—Chairman
of the State Peace and Development
Council of the Union of Myanmar
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Senior General Than Shwe re-
ceived Under-Secretary-Genera for
Political Affairsof the United Nations
Mr Ibrahim A Gambari and party at
Bayintnaung Y eiktha of the Ministry
of Defencein Nay Pyi Taw thismorn-
ing.

Presentat thecall wereVice-Chair-
man of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services Com-

State Peace and Devel opment Council
General Thura Shwe Mann of the Mi-
nistry of Defence, Prime Minister of

the Union of Myanmar General Soe 4

Win, Secretary-1 of the State Peace
and Development Council Lt-Gen
Thein Sein, Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs U Nyan Win, Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology and for Labour
U Thaung, Director-General U Kyaw
Kyaw of the Protocol Department, Di-
rector-General U Win Mra of the In-
ternational Organizations and Eco-
nomic Department, Permanent Repre-
sentative of the Union of Myanamr to

Senior General Than Shwe shakes hands with Under-Secretary-General
for Palitical Affairs of the United Nations Mr | brahim A Gambari. — mMNA

mander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior
General Maung Aye, Member of the

the United Nations in New York U
Kyaw Tint Sweand officials. — MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Prevent diabetes, hypertension
and cardiac disease through
walking

Health is wealth. Everybody wants to
be free from diseases and enjoy longevity. Only
when one is healthy and free from diseases
will one be able to work. Only then, will he be
able to fulfil food, clothing and shelter needs.

At present, diabetes is posing a grave
threat to the entire people of the world. Lack
of exercise, excessive intake of carbohydrates
and obesity can increase the risk of diabetes.

Diabetes, hypertension and cardiac dis-
ease are closely interrelated. Lack of walking
is one of the causes that inflict those diseases.
When one is diabetic, one can develop heart
disease and lose one's eyesight. In the mean-
time, due to chronic diabetes, he would suffer
to such an extent that he hasto have hislimbs
amputated.

Taking wholesome or healthy food and
regular exercises without smoking can reduce
the risk of diabetes.

A large number of people from differ-
ent countries are now suffering from hyper-
tension. Approximately, 1.5 billion (one fourth
of the adults) of the world’s population are
hypertensive.

Hypertension can affect the “target or-
gans’ and lead to complications like stroke,
heart attack and kidney failure and sudden
death.

If one has been diagnosed to be hyper-
tensive, he is required to undergo medical
treatment systematically. Moreover, he should
seek professional advice to control high blood
pressure.

In order not to be hypertensive, one is
to keep the body weight within a healthy range,
to eat a lot of fresh fruits and vegetables, low
fat dairy or foods low in fat, to avoid salty
food and excessive intake of alcohol, to increase
physical activity, to quit smoking and to avoid
stressful situations.

As walking is a good exercise, one is to
go walking regularly to be fit and healthy.
Walking which suits people of all ages is cost-
effective and promises much benefit. Hence,
walking is the best medicine.

This being so, all are urged to prevent
hypertension, diabetes and cardiac disease
through walking.

i PERSPECTIVES §

* Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Agga Maha Pandita title
recipient Sayadaw

honoured

Yancon, 20 May — Agga Maha Pandita title
recipient Presiding Nayaka of Kaigon Pali Tekkatho
Kyaungtaik in Kayan Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita
Bhaddanta Sobhita was honoured at Dhammayon in
the Kyaungtaik on 14 March.

Shwephonepwint Shwebontha Kyaung Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Vicitta administered the Five Precepts and
members of the Sangha recited the Parittas.

Chairman of Township Peace and Development
Council U Than Oo, Vice-Chairman of Kayan Town-
ship Association U Ngwe Soe and the guests pre-
sented offertories to the members of the Sangha
Chairman U Than Oo and officials supplicated on
religious matters.

Next, Presiding Nayaka of Nyaungbintha Pariyatti
Sarthintaik member of the State Sangha Maha Nayaka
Committee Bhaddanta Vissu delivered a sermon
followed by sharing of merits.

Kayan Township Association presented certifi-
cate and offertories to Shin Khemananda of Kaigon
Pali Tekkatho Kyaungtaik who passed Dhammacariya
and Ph.D Examination on Myanmar.

MNA

Artists at professional level
invited for painting contest

Y anGon, 20 May — Organized by Asia/Pacific
Cultural Centre for UNESCO (ACCU), Noma
Concours Painting Contest of Children Literature for
2006 will be held and those wishing to participate are
invited. The painting works must be original with
illustrations of the story and the paintings with photos
arenot allowed. Itisnot for the contest of children and
only for those at professional level. Five paintingsand
above for a story may be included and the weight for
the paintings must not exceed 5 kilograms.

Theworksthat have not been published may also
take part in the contest and the summery of the story
must beexpressedwith 300 Englishwords. Thesel ected
workswill be announced at the end of March, 2007. U$
3,000 will be awarded for the prize for the excellence,
U$ 1,000 each for two second prizes, U$ 300 each for
consolation prizes and medals for 20 other consolation
prizes. The painting worksthat will not be selected can
betaken back in person and theworksfor thecontest are
to be sent to U Maung Hlaing, Chief-Editor, Joint
Secretary of 2006 Noma Concours for Book Illustra-
tions, Sarpay Beikman on Merchants Street not later
than 30 August, together with the biography of the
participants. The detailed information can be inquired
through Tel: 240048 during business hours. — MNA
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Mayor inspects water supply tasks

YanGon, 20 May
— Chairman of Yangon
City Development Com-
mittee Mayor Brig-Gen
Aung Thein Lin this
morning inspected the
project (second phase) of
water supply tasks being
implemented near
Ahtayu village in
Hmawby Township,
Yangon North District.
The project is aimed at
supplying 45 million gal-
lons of clean drinking
water to the city daily.

During his inspec-
tion tour, the mayor
heard reports by member
of YCDC U Kyaw Soe
and officials on water
supply tasks being car-
ried out and future work.

@

before the rainy season
and inspected the dredg-

The mayor | ing of silt near the water
stressed the need for | purifying plant.
completion of the project MNA

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Them'Lm mspects dredglng tasks near
Ahtayu village in Hmawby Township. — ycbc
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Chairman of CSSTB Dr Than Nyun addrms work coordination

meeting. —MNA
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CSSTB holds work

co-ord meeting

Nay Pyi Taw, 20
May — A work co-ordi-

nation meeting of the
Civil Service Selection
and Training Board took
place at the CSSTB in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
Chairman of the
CSSTB Dr Than Nyun
delivered a speech.
Members of the
CSSTB U Aung Myint
and U HlaMyint Oo aso
spoke on the occasion.
Rectors and directors-
general reported on work
being done and plans to
be made. The meeting
ended with the conclud-
‘ ing remarks by the chair-
man. — MNA
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Iran President says nuclear foes

“mentally-ill”

TEHERAN, 19 May —
Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
poked funat opponentsof
his country's nuclear
programmeon Thursday,
sayingthey weresuffering
from mental problems,
Iran's student news
agency ISNA said.

“Those who get sad at
the progress and happiness
of othersaresuffering from
mental and psychologica
problems, so they should

find a way to cure
themselves”
Ahmadingad said in a
speech in the town of
Zarandiyeh in centrd Iran.
The United States and its
European Union allies
want Iran to end uranium
enrichment activities as a
guarantee that it will not
makeatomicweapons.
Iran saysit hasright to
nuclear technology and
wants the fuel only for
producing electricity.
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A man examines a dead Indian Ocean bottlenose
dolphin on the shore of Kendwa and Mkokotoni
beaches, in the northwest of Tanzania’'s Zanzibar

island, recently. —INTERNET

“Wedo not haveafight
with anyone, but we
will not step back on
our absolute rights,”
Ahmadingjad said.

Iran saysit hasenriched
uranium to 4.8 per cent, at
thetop end of the3to 5 per
cent range for fuel used in
nuclear power plants, but
far below the 80 per cent
level needed for weapons.

Ahamdinejad said

billions of people in the
ﬁ

world support Iran's right
to nuclear technology.
“More than two billion
people were happy and
celebrated when they heard
thenewsaboutIran’ snuclear
achievement,” Ahma-
dingad said on Thursday.
Britain, France and
Germany plantoofferlrana
package of incentives to
induce Teheran to freeze a
uranium  enrichment
programme that the West
suspects has military
dimensons—MNA/Reuters
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A visitor viewsthe model of atrain in the Shanghai Railway Museumin
Shanghai, east China, on 18 May, 2006, the | nternational Museum Day.
Sixty-five museums and memorial hallsin Shanghai were opened for free
tovistorson Thursday.
INTERNET

New Yorkers get poor
road behaviour

New York,19May — New York ranksthirdinthenation for road rage,
accor ding to a new poll by automobile member ship club AutoVantage.

The survey, released
Wednesday, finds New
Yorkers frequently
speed, tailgate, and cut
off other drivers. But
Miami drivers were the
worst offenders, with
Phoenix in second place.
New York, Los Angeles
and Boston rounded out
the top five worst cities
forroad rage. Thesurvey
found the most court-
eous drivers were in

Minneapolis, Nashville,
St Louis, Seattle and
Atlanta.

Roger Sinclair,
spokesman of American
Automobile Association,
attributed New Yorkers
bad behaviour on theroad
to habitual trafficjamand
the daily long journeys
they have to take to and
from work.

“New York City has
one of the longest

rating for

commutesinthenationand
when you are spending so
much time in the vehicle,
doing something that you
don't want to do, nerves
get frayed and people get
upset,” he said.

The survey questioned
2,000 drivers who
regularly commute in 20
major US cities. It has a
margin of error of 2.2
percentage points.

Japan primary school
acceptsboy asgirl

Tokyo, 20 May — A Japanese primary school is
allowing a 7-year-old boy with a gender identity
disorder to take part in school life as a girl, an
unprecedented moveinthisnation, local mediasaid on
Thursday.

The decision marksagrowing awarenessin Japan
of gender identity disorder, in which patientsfeel they
are trapped in the wrong gender’'s body, although
transgendered people and transsexuals still face
widespread discrimination.

According to media reports, the boy in Hyogo,
western Japan, was diagnosed with gender identity
disorder before starting primary school after
complaining that he felt uncomfortable with being a
boy.

Based on the diagnosis and consultations with the
boy’ sparents, theschool isallowing himto participate
asagirl,includingusinggirls bathroomsandattending

GM to scale back
British plant, 900
jobstogo

ELLESMERE  PORT
(England), 19 May
Genera Motorswill cut 900
jobs at its Ellesmere Port
plant in Britain to boost
manufacturingproductivity
fortheAstracompactmode,
theworl d'shiggest carmaker
by volume said on Wed-
nesday.

GM Europe said in a
statement it would reduce
shifts at the plant in
northwest England from
three to two, affecting
about one-third of the
workforce.

MNA/Reuters

MNA/Xinhua

swimmingclassinagirl’ sbathing suit.—MNA/Reuters

Britney Spears stumbles,

nearly

drops baby

New York, 19 May — Britney Spear sstumbled outsidea Manhattan hotel, nearly dropping her 8-
month-old son and further fueling the ever-growing media scrutiny of her parenting skills.

Britney
Spears
arrives for
a post
Grammy
party at a
private
residence
on 8 Feb,
2006, in
Beverly
Hills,
Calif.
INTERNET

In photos splashed across the front page and inside
the New Y ork Post on Friday, the 24-year-old pop star
is shown exiting The Ritz-Carlton hotel with Sean
Preston in one hand and aglassin the other.

As her bodyguards walked Spears to her car, she
stumbled— her long pantsapparently gettingtangledin
her open-toed shoes— and bent low as Sean Preston's
head flung backward, knocking off his orange hat.

Spears, though, wasabl etokeep her balanceand hold
onto her son, with help from abodyguard, who reacted
quickly. A call to Spears publicist Friday seeking
comment was not immediately returned.

The baby bobble was the latest public incident
involving the safety of Spears child. Earlier thisweek,
shewasphotographeddrivingwith Sean Prestoninacar
seat facing forward rather than facing backward, which
some safety regulations say is best—Internet

French
actress
Virginie
Ledoyen
arrives at
the
screening
for
Spanish
director
Pedro
Almodovar's
in-
competition
film
'Volver' at
the 59th
Cannes
Film
Festival,
on 19 May,
2006.
INTERNET
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thisweek showed how it might happen.

Venezuda's
President
Hugo
Chavez

INTERNET

A naval landing craft made landfall on the shores
of Western Falcon state carrying troops and over a
dozen camouflaged tanks. The"invading" army then
took over the massive Paraguana Refining Complex,
akey asset of the world's No. 5 crude exporter.

The "occupation” is part of amilitary exercise to
traintroopsand communitiestorepel aforeigninvader.

TheChavez government saiditispreparingcitizens
to fight aguerrillawar to repel apossible Irag-style
invasion by U.S. troops. The Bush administration
insists the invasion paranoia is nothing more than

Venezuela stages mock foreign invasion

Punto Fiso, 19 May —Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez has for years predicted that a foreign
army would attack the South American nation to snatch itsvast oil reserves. A simulation conducted

leftist saber-rattling, but for Chavez supporters the

threat isreal.

“They've dready invaded us, now the invading
forcesarecontrolling certain strategic objectives,” said
Rear Admiral Zahin Quintana, asquadron commander,
after disembarkingfromawarshipaspartof theexercise.
“Now beginstheresistance by our troopstogether with

our people.”

Thetanks began circulating through the streets, and
unitsof mock invading sol dierslaunched smokebombs
to clear the way. But loca residents, organized and
trained by military authorities, resisted the assault by
blocking roads with rusting cars and burning tires.

“We're willing to go anywhere to defend our
homeland,” said Rosmery Trujillo, aparticipant inthe
operation, told statetelevision. “ Thiscountry will never
again be put under the boot of the North, thanksto our
President Chavez.” The smulated attack is part of a
military operationcalled” OperationPetriot 2006” being
carried out thisweek.—Internet

A sand sculptor works
on his creation on the
beach at La Croisette
in Cannes, France,
on 19 May, 2006.
Numerous sand
sculptures have
popped up along the
French beach to
please the crowds at
the 59th Cannes Film
Festival.—INTERNET
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A Chinese construction worker pushes a cart past a
poster of a new property building in Beijing, on 19
May, 2006. China's central bank will soon take
targeted measures to curb credit to the real estate
sector, the China Securities Journal said on Friday.
The newspaper said the steps would flesh out a
directive from the State Council, China's cabinet,
earlier thisweek to relevant government agenciesto
takeappropriatestepstoreinin overheated sectorsof

thereal estate market. —INTERNET

shrinking crops
Belaing, 19 May — China's aver age temper ature may rise by 2.8 degrees

Celsiusby 2030 and itscrop production could tumbleby 10 per cent asglobal
warming throws the climate into disarray, a senior Chinese climate official

said on Thursday.

The leading China
Meteorological Admini-
stration official told a
government meeting in
Beijing that global

warming is likely to lift
China's average
temperature — compared
to annual averages for
1961-1990—by 1.3t02.1

Malaysian national news agency
opensofficein Beijing

KuaLA Lumpur, 19 May — Malaysia's national
news agency Bernama announced here on Thursday
that it hasopened abureauin Beijing, capital of China,
amajor step towards itsinternational expansion.

Bernama General Manager Syed Jamil Jaafar said
here that Bernama eyed the importance of Chinaasit
opened its office in Beijing under a news coverage
expansion programme.

With the opening of the office, Bernama hopes to
provide better news services on news and information
about Chinaandthehugemarket that it offers. Syed Jamil
sald Bernamawasstrengtheningitsdomestic operations,
while expanding overseas dowly to provide a more
comprehensive coverage on regiona and world news.

As globalization takes place, Bernama had to go
global or beleft behind, henoted. China's Ambassador
to Malaysia Wang Chungui congratulated on
Bernama'sopening of itsofficein Beijing, saying that
Bernama's reporting from China would help further
promote bilateral relations between China and
Malaysia—MNA/Xinhua

degrees Celsius by 2020,
and by 1.5 to 2.8 degrees
by 2030, the Xinhua news
agency reported.

And these rises
threaten to overturn
patterns of rainfall and
slash crop output, said the
official, whom Xinhuadid
not name.

“Our country’s
precipitation distribution
over time and space
will become even more
unbalanced,” Xinhuasaid,
citing the official, who
said the changes would
lead to less rain and the
accelerated spread of arid
landinnorthern Chinaand
aroundtheY angtzeRiver,
thecountry’ slargestriver.

But in other areas,
climate changes may lead
tomoresevereandfrequent
rainstorms that “will
present amassivethreat to
our country’s disaster
prevention system”, the
report said.

MNA/Reuters

Study finds many US women

abused by men

WasHINGTON, 19 May — Morethan 40 per cent of women surveyed in the
Seattle areareported they had been physically or psychologically abused by
their husbands, dates or boyfriends, resear chers said on Wednesday.

And a second study
showed that women who
havebeen slapped, kicked
or otherwise abused were
four times more likely to
report severe depressive
symptomsandthreetimes
more likely to report fair
or poor health.

The researchers, who
say their study is a
snapshot but suggests a
national trend, were
surprised at thenumbers.

"Thisisan epidemic,”
said Dr. Robert Thompson
of the Seattle-based Group
Health Centre for Health

Studies, who led one
study.

"But it flies under the
radar, because of the
stigma and shame
associated with it — as
well asthe fear that many
healthcareprovidershave
of openingwhat somecall
a 'Pandora’'s Box' of
difficult problems that
they are unsure how to
address," Thompson
added in a statement.

For their study,
Thompsonand colleagues
interviewed a random
sample of more than

A British Short Hair cat named Rocky (C) isjudged
during an international cat show in Tel Aviv, on 19
May, 2006.—INTERNET

3,400 women membersof
a Seattle health main-
tenance organization.

They found 44 per cent
of the women, aged 18 to
64, had suffered some
form of what they call
"intimate partner
violence".

Most reported more
than one type — for
example, physical vio-
lence and verbal threats.

Intimate partner
violence"harmswomen's
physical andmental health
even more than do other
common conditions, such
as back pain and even
several forms of cancer”,
said Amy Bonomi of the
Group Hedlth Centre for
Health Studies, whowrote
the second study.

Her team found that
women who were
recently abused werefour
times as likely as other
women to report symp-
tomsof severedepression
and nearly threetimes as
likely to report poor or
fair health.

MNA/Reuters



M exico to promote cooper ation

with China

Mexico CiTy, 19 May— Mexico would continue to maintain the friendly
relations with China and be ready to work with Beijing to expand the
cooperation in various sectors, Mexican President Vicente Fox said on

Wednesday.
Fox made the com-

ments while meeting
visiting Chinese Foreign
Minister Li Zhaoxing in
Mexico City. Fox said
Mexico and China were
not competitors but
important partners.
Both of the economies
were in good shape and
had developedrapidly. To
strengthen  bilateral
cooperation would help

thetwo countriesachieve
common development
and better deal with
various challenges, he
added.

ThePresident believed
the second meeting of the
China-MexicoPermanent
Bi-national Commission
on Thursday and Friday
wouldfurtherimprovethe
existing good relations
between the two nations.

Y
Model swear drmed&ugned bygraduati ngstudents

of Northern India I nstitute of Fashion Technology
(NITFT) in Chandigarh, on 19 May, 2006. Picture
taken on 19 May. —INTERNET

Li said Sino-Mexican
relations had developed
rapidly  since the
establishment of the
bilateral strategic
partnership in 2003 and
thesetup of the permanent
commission in 2004.

China was ready to
formulate and implement
a joint action plan
with Mexico and boost
bilateral cooperationin a
sustainedand healthy way,
Li said.

MNA/Xinhua
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A brass Nandi head, from south India is seen, part of the upcoming auction
called 'TheIndian Sal€', during a presentation at a central London's auction
house, on 19 May, 2006. This dedicated Indian Sale at Sotheby's London on
May 23 will include a strong group of Modern Indian Paintings and other
artifacts—INTERNET

M exico condemns US decision to build border fences

Mexico CiTy, 19 May— Mexican President Vicente Fox said on Thursday that the US plan to build
fences along the M exican border would not guarantee the security Washington hopesfor.

Fox was responding to
aUSSenatedecisonaday
earlier to approve the
building of a three-layer
border fence.

According to the plan,
the fence would be built
along 600kilometresof the
US border covering the
urban areaswhere most of

the illega migrants cross
into the US territory.
"This is not an proper
response to (a problem)
between friends, neigh-
bours and partners,” Fox
said inthe northern city of
Mexicali. Earlierintheday,
thepresident'sspokesman,
Ruben Aguilar, said the

USSenate'sdecision"goes
against the trend of
international relations,
which aims to build
bridges, not walls... to tear
down trade and cultural
barriers'.

Aguilar saidthat mutual
trust was the main pillar
for international colla-

boration, especialy in the
complexrelations withthe
United States.

He also refuted the
opposition parties accusa
tion that the construction
of thefencemeant afailure
of the Mexican govern-
ment'sforeign policy.

MNA/Xinhua

Top USAF brass said to be under FBI probe

WasHINGTON, 19 May— The US Air Force's highest-ranking officer and his predecessor are the
subjectsof an FBI investigationintothehandling of a49.9-million-US-dollar contract for theThunderbirds,
an air demonstration squadron, ABC Newsreported on Thursday.

Thenetwork quotedlaw
enforcement officials as
saying the Federal Bureau
of Investigation was

Toyota looksto overtake GM in China

SHANGHAI, 19 May—
China- Toyota, oncourseto
overtakeGenerd Motorsas
the world's biggest
automaker,iswell behindin
the world's fastest-growing
market — and one where
GM isthriving: China

But on Tuesday, Toyota
hopes to take a key step
toward catching up wheniit
rolls out its first made-in-
China Camry, the best-
sdling model in the United
States.

Thelaunch,fromToyota s
new 3.8 billion yuan
($475 million) factory in
Nansha, near the southern
city of Guangzhou, sym-
bolizes the automaker's
newfound ambitions for
China, which is about to
surpassJapanastheworld' s
second-largest auto market.

Virtualy unscathed by
politica frictionthat erupted
into anti-Japaneseriots last
year, Toyota and fellow
JapaneseautomakersHonda
Motor CoandNissanMotor
Co, are pushing ahead with

billions of dollars in new
investments.

Toyota Motor Corp, a
relativelatecomer to China,
has a pdtry 3.5 percent of
the market, with 179,000
vehiclessoldlast year. That
puts it well behind top
foreign automaker Genera
Motors Corp, which

captured 11 percent of the
market last year with
665,390 units sold, and
Volkswagen AG of
Germany, theNo 2 foreign

Unt|| recently, Toyota's
carswere viewed as pricey
imports. Butthecompany’s
reputation for reliable, fuel-
efficient carsisboogting its
appeal among economy-
consciousfamilies whoare
moresensitivetofuel prices
than the government and
corporate buyers who once
dominated the market. The
company’ s sales surged 55
percent last year.

Internet

Wang Fachang, executive vice president of FAW
Toyota Motor Sales Co unveils new Toyota’'s REIZ
at a Press day event of Toyota exhibition section of

Auto Shanghai 2005 exhibition in Shanghai,
China .—INTERNET

investigating allegations
that General Michael
Moseley and General John
Jumper helped to steer a
Thunderbird contract to a
friend, retired Air Force
Genera Hal Hornburg.
The Air Force,
responding to the report,
said Air Force Secretary
Michael Wynne had
referredaprotestinvolving
thecontracttotheDefence
Department'schief internal
inspector.
“Unfortunately,
because of the ongoing
litigationandinvestigation
it is inappropriate to
address specifics con-
cerning the issue,” an Air
Force statement said.
Spokesmenfor Moseley
did not return phone calls
seeking comment and
ABC said the three
generalsconcerneddenied

any wrongdoing. As a
matter of policy, the
Defence Department
would not confirm or
deny whether such an
investigation was under
way, said Army Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Brian
Maka, a Pentagon
spokesman.

The Air Force's
reputation has been
tarnished by ascandal that
sent Darleen Druyun, its
former second-ranking
weapons buyer, to federal
prison for nine months for
breaching conflict-of-

interest rules.
Air Force Secretary
James Roche and

acquisition chief Marvin
Sambur resignedinfallout
from the scandal, which
led lawmakers to kill a
23.5-billion-US-dollar
planto acquire Boeing Co

tankersin 2004.

ABC said Hornburg,
whose command included
the Thunderbirds, became
a partner in the company
that won the contract six
months after he retired
from the military.

The FBI investigation
began after complaints
fromAir Forceinsidersand
arival company whosebid
was for haf the amount,
the network said.

The contract was
cancelled earlier this year
whentheAir ForceGenera
Counsel questioned the
“integrity of the process’
and the involvement of
four-star generals, ABC
said. Thecasewasreferred
to the Inspector-General
for the Department of
Defence, and the FBI later
joined theinvestigation, it
said—MNA/Reuters

USsailor

kin, the statement said.

killed in western lraq

BaGHDAD, 19 May— A USsailor waskilled on Wednesday in the volatile
Anbar Provincein western Iragasaresult of " enemy action” , theUSmilitary
said in a statement on Thursday.

The name of thekilled sailor was being withheld pending notification of next of

Thelatest death brought the number of US military memberskilledin Irag to at
least 2,445 since the Irag war began in March 2003, according to mediatally.

Irag's vast Anbar Province, including guerilla cities of Ramadi, Fallujah and
Qaim, haslong been abastion of insurgency against foreign forcesin Irag sincethe

US-led invasion in March

2003. —MNA/Xinhua
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Report says Pakistan to be poppy
free next year

IsLamABAD, 19 M ay— Pakistani Minister for Nar cotics Control GhausBux
Maher on Thursday said that poppy cultivation had been ailmost eliminated
in Pakistan and the country would become poppy freenext year, local media

reported.

In 2006, Pakistani
authorities had destroyed
poppy grown on some
3,000 acres in different
areas in North West
Frontier Province and
southwestern Pakistan's
Baluchistan Province,
said the minister, quoted
by the Associated Press
of Pakistan.

The  Pakistani
Government has taken
concrete steps to persuade

poppy growers to switch
overtoaternativecropsand
thoseeffortshaveproduced
positiveresults, theminister
wasquotedassaying. Some
247 heroin labs had been
destroyed since last year
and there was no such
clandestineunitfunctioning
now in Pakistan, according
to the APP report.

The  Pakistan
Government had also
installed modern special

equipment on borders for
moreeffectivecrackdown
on drug proliferation, the
report said.

At present there were
around four million drug
addicts in Pakistan,
including 0.5 million
heroin consumers, and
78 rehabilitation and
treatment centresfor drug
addicts were functioning
in the country, it said.

MNA/Xinhua

|

The space shuttle Discovery isrolled to launch pad 39B at the Kennedy Space
Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida, on19 May, 2006. Discovery is scheduled for
launch in July on Misson STS-121 to the I nternational Space Station.—| NTERNET

Twenty-seven people scales Mt Everest in two days

KATHMANDU,19 May — As many as 27 people scaled Mt Everest, the world’s highest peak on
14-15 May according to theinformation given by Nepal’s M ountain Experience Pvt Ltd on Thursday.

Among of theclimbers,
12 people conquered the
world's highest peak on
14 May Mountain Ex-
perience Pvt. Ltd further
informed that 15 people
summitted Mt Everest on

There have been severd
world records in climbing
the Mt Everest this season.

Setting aworld record, a
70-year-old  Japanese
climber Takao Arayama
scaled Mt. Everest on
Wednesday, mekinghimthe

oldest personintheworldto
achievethefest.

The second Nepali
women to climb Mt.
Everest, Lakpa Sherpa,
made another world record
by ascending the pesk for
thesixthtime.

New Zealand's
mountaineer Mark Inglis,
who lost his legs in a
climbing accident 24 years
ago, has become the first
doubleamputeetoreachthe
summit of Mt Everest this
season. — MNA/Xinhua

Bush fire put out
near Pakistani nuclear
facility

IsLamABAD,19 May— Firefighters put out a
bush fire near a Pakistani nuclear facility in
central Punjab Provincewithout any loss of life
or damage to property, officials at the facility
told Reuters on Wednesday.

The fire, which
started on late Monday

15 May.

A fisherman

paddles his small boat on Gl

———

lencorse reservoir

,which is owned by

Scottish Water, near the Pentland Hillsin Scotland, on 19 May, 2006. Nearly all
of the reservoirs in Scotland are enjoying almost full levels of water capacity
unlikeonesin southeast England which arealready runninglowandincreasing

the possibility of water restrictionsin those areas.—INTERNET

Temperatureshit record highin May in central Spain

MADRID, 19 May — Temperaturesin partsof central Spain set record highs
for May thisweek, the National Meteorological I nstitute said on Thursday.

All-time records were
logged in nine places on
Wednesday, including
Toledo, west of Madrid,
which reached 38.4
Celsius (101 Fahrenheit)

and Cordobafurther south
at 39.5. Many other places
wereclosetotheir previous
recordhighsfor themonth,
which the meteorological
office noted were set on

thelastday of Mayin2001.
Madrid’'s Barajas
AirporthaditshighestMay
temperature since 1953 at
36.2 Celsius.
MNA/Reuters

Sporelaysdown
SINGAPORE, 19 May—
Singapore on Thursday
rel eased a set of Biosafety
Guidelines for Research
on Genetically Modified
Organisms (GMOs),
aiming to ensure public
safety while allowing
local companies and
institutions to conduct
GMO-related research.
Theguidelinesdivide
GMO-related
experiments into three
categoriesfor purposesof

risk assessments and
notification to relevant
authorities, such as the
Genetic Modification
Advisory Committee
(GMAC) andinstitutional
biosafety committees
(IBCs), forapprovals. The
first category includes
experiments which may

pose high risks to
laboratory workers, the
community or the

environment. IBC asse-
ssment and approval, as

biosafety guidelinesfor GMO research

well as GMAC
notification, are required
beforesuchresearchwork
begins.

The second category
involvesexperimentswith
low-level risks to the
public and the
environment, which need
to be assessed by IBCs.
Experiments which fall
into the third category are
considered safe and
exempted from the
guidelines—MNA/Xinhua

Explosion kills US soldier,

woundsfivein Afghanistan
KasuL, 19 May — An apparently suicidebomb
attack left one American trooper dead and injured
five othersin western Afghanistan Thursday mor-

ning, said officials.

“At 9 o'clock this
morning, an explosion
suspected to be a suicide
attack occurred in Herat,”
630 kilometres west of
Kabul, leavingoneperson
dead and five others

| wounded, Major Toby

Jackman, a spokesman of
the NATO-led Inter-
national Security As-
sistanceForce(I SAF), told
Xinhua.

All the victims, he
added, belonged to the
Combined Forces
Command (CFC).

He declined to

comment ontheidentity of
thevictimsof theexplosion
butsaid,“ Thereisnol SAF
people.”

Combined Forces
Command, which is
mainly involved in war
against the Taleban
militants and associa-
ted groups, has been
running by the Ameri-
can forces.

Police chief of Herat
Mohammad Ayub Salangi
told Xinhua that the
deceased soldier is an
American.

MNA/Xinhua

night, wasbrought under
control after 20 hours,
raising a scare over
safety at the uranium
extraction plant in Dera
Ghazi Khan District,
some 350 kilometres
(218 miles) southwest of
|slamabad.

“The fire was at
a distance of appro-
ximately 2.5 kilometres
from the Pakistan Atomic
Energy Commission
facility,” an official said,
adding that the blaze was
confined to aforested area
in the hills outside the

PAEC grounds.
“The fire may have
been sparked by

excessively hot weather
as temperatures rose
over 40 degree Celsius
(104 F),” he told
Reuters.

MNA/Reuters

A polar bear nestlesinto a hole it dug in the 15 tons of snow covering the

Polar Bear Plunge habitat at the San Diego Zoo, on 19 May, 2006. Snow
was one of many enrichment items zookeepers offered the Zoo’ s bears.
during Bear Awareness Week as a way to entice visitorsto visit each of the
five bear species found on grounds to educate the public about natural bear
behaviours, what threatens their survival in the wild and the conservation
work the San Diego Zoo is doing for bears.—INTERNET
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Shan State (North) celebrated the successful
completion of establishment of aself-reliantlibrary in
each village in it along with the presenting of cash
donations, TV sets, radios and publications to the
libraries on 2 May 2006 at City Hall in Lashio.

Present on the occasion were the Chairman of
Shan State (North) Peace and Development Council
Commander of North-East Command and officiads,
Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan,
Director-General of the Information and Public
Relations Department U Chit Naing and officials,
service personnel at Shan State (North), district and
townshiplevels, wellwishers, townsel ders, leaders of
national races, and officias of Shan State (North),
district and township Union Solidarity and
Development Associations, Women's Affairs
Organizations and Maternal and Child Welfare
Associations.

The donations amounted to more than K 41.8
million including over K 6.1 million to set up trust
funds, 42,083 publications of various kinds worth
morethanK 28.7 million, 33 TV setsworthmorethan
K 5.4 million, and 101 radios.

The North-East Command Commander in his
speech said “Intellectuas and intelligentsia play a
major role in implementing the nation's goal —
building apeaceful, modern and devel oped nation. In
thisregard, peoplefrom all walksof lifein the nation
including rural folks should have a wide range of
knowledgewith correct views. In order to achievethe
target, Head of State Senior General Than Shwewith
farsightedness gave guidance on opening of a self-
reliantlibrary inevery villagewithoutfail. Respective
statesand divisionsare now making effortsunder the
patronage of the Ministry of Information to translate
the guidance into reality.

“A library can be called a knowledge bank
because it is a building where collections of books,
papers, journalsand magazines are kept for peopleto
read, study or borrow. Inaddition, it cana sobecalled
acentre that serves as a bridge between publications
and the people, alife-long reading room, or the brain
of a State. And it is a centre that enhances the
knowledge of the people most effectively”.

A salient point of the ceremony wasthat all the
2,589villagesin Shan State(North) had beenfacilitated

with aself-reliant rurd library each.

Head of State Senior General Than Shwe laid
downthefiverural development tasks: ensuring smooth
transport inrural areas, supply of clean water, raising
the education standard, promotion of health care, and
raising the economic standard.

Respective commanders as well as local
authorities, and ministersconcernedareimplementing
the tasks harmoniously. In abid to put the third task
into practice, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry
for Progress of Border Areasand National Racesand
Development Affairsand the Ministry of Information
aretrying unremittingly to serve all the villages with
alibrary each.

Wellwishers donated cash and kind to the
libraries in Shan State (East) at a ceremony held in
Kengtung on 25 April 2006, with speeches delivered
by the Chairman of Shan State(East) PDC Commander
of Triangle Region Command and Minister Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan.

Attheceremony, wellwishersdonated cashand
kind valued at morethan K 8.8 millionto thelibraries
of 1,985 villagesin Shan State (East) including K 2.7
millionincash, 51 TV sets, 11 cassette playersand 35
radios worth more than K 5.3 million and 4,646
publications of different kinds worth more than K
700,000.

At the ceremony, the Commander of Triangle
Region Command said, “Thanks to the self-reliant
librariesthat are being set up according to the Head of
State' s guidance, the rural people, young and old are
now enjoying benefits— easy accesstobooks, increase
in knowledge, intellectual power to differentiate
between good and bad, beneficial use of time, moral
development, and emergence of good sons and
daughters to serve the state.”

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
inhisspeechsaid, “ Asknowledgesteersand dominates
every sector in thisage, Myanmar isin the process of
standing shoulder to shoulder with the international
community.

“In accord with the Head of State's guidance,
self-reliant village libraries have been set up in the
whole nation for enhancing knowledgein rural areas,
key to progress of agriculture, education and health
sectors.

free of charge.

Asaman of letters, | have been keeping bookson general
knowledge and periodicals and dailies at my monastery in
addition to Pitakat treatises. | havebeen guidingmy disciples
tocultivatethehabit of readingbooksand newspapers.| have
mademy novicesread aloud theeditorialsof thedailiesevery
day, and practise handwriting. | have also encouraged my
disciplestoenhancetheir reading power and lent them books

Yadanasi Sayadaw (L oilem)

“The project which started in 2004-2005 has
set up self-reliant librariesin 53,554 villages out of a
total of 61,949intheentirenation. Wecan say that we
haveopenedlibrariesin almost every village. Wecan
take pride in our nation as the first to establish
librariesin every village.”

In the minister’s address there included the
three strengths and five futurework programmesthat
were so noticeable.

Thethree strengthswere: the nation, thelocal
people and the wellwishers. The five future work
programmes for long-term existence of the libraries
were —to organize rural people to keep on reading
books, the setting up of village-wiserent systemsand
trust funds to increase the number of books, the
establishment of libraries, the provision of library
furnitureand other facilities, and thetraining of good
librarians.

Asaman of |etters, | have been keeping books
on genera knowledge and periodicals and dailies at
my monastery in addition to Pitakat treatises. | have
been guiding my disciples to cultivate the habit of
reading books and newspapers. | have made my
novices read aloud the editorials of the dailies every
day, and practise handwriting. | haveal so encouraged
my disciplesto enhance their reading power and lent
them books free of charge.

But for quite some time, | was facing some
problems as some of my disciples never returned the
books they borrowed from me, and some were bad
book keepersthat the booksthey returned were partly
torn or they cut out some pages. In some cases, books
were lost due to absence of proper registration.
Fortunately, | found a monk with great interest in
literature and | permitted him to run alibrary. The
monk, Ashin Inkonrananda, is now serving as the
librarian of Thukhamein library, keeping records
systematically to prevent loss of books.

Inmy view, of thefivefuturework programmes,
the task of producing qualified liberians is very
important. The other four can be materialized under
the sponsorship of village head monks, elders and
wealthy villagers.

Beforetheadvent of the Tatmadaw government,
southern Shan State, where | resided, had only three
libraries. It had novillagelibrariesthen. It now has 27
libraries run by Information and Public Relations
Department and 1,878 rural libraries.

Like the rain that gives life to the earth, the
goodwill, zeal and efforts of the people of Shan State
are contributing to the task of opening rural libraries
covered by the nationa drive the whole country has
been launching with extramomentum and harmony.

According to the Pitakat, it issaid that thefirst
rains created the planet Earth. Hence, goodwill, zeal
and efforts of the people of Shan State could be
likened totherainthat desseminatesknowledgetothe
people.

(Trandation: MS+TMT)
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UN Under-Secretary-General for

Political...

(from page 16)

U Kyaw Kyaw, Director-
General of International
Organizations and Eco-
nomic Department U Win
Mraand officials.

Mr  lbrahim A
Gambari was accompa-
nied by Director Mr
Michael C Williams and
Deputy Director MsBeng
Yong Chew of Asia and
Pacific Division of the
UN.

During his stay in
Myanmar, Mr lbrahim A
Gambari paid a courtesy
cal on Chairman of the
State Peace and Develop-

ment Council Com-
mander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior
General Than Shwe. He
held discussions with
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairsU Nyan Win, Minis-
ter for National Planning
and Economic Develop-
ment U Soe Thaand Min-
ister for Scienceand Tech-
nology and for Labour U
Thaung.

He also met the chair-
man of National Conven-
tionWork Committeeand
members, del egatesof the
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment  Association

and Myanmar Women's
Affairs Federation, per-
sonnel of political parties,
and ambassadors Charges
d Affairs a of foreign
missions in Yangon and
resident representativesof
the UN Agencies—MNA

Secretary-1
Lt-Gen Thein Sein
bids farewell to UN

Under-Secretary-
General for
Political Affairs
Mr Ibrahim A

Gambari. — MNA

Training cour ses of MPT conclude

Nay Pyi Taw, 20
May — The Server
Operation  Training
Course and Database
Management System
Course, conducted by
Myanma Posts and
Telecommunications
under the Ministry of
Communications, Posts
and Telegraphs

concluded at theMinistry
here yesterday with an

address by Minister Brig-
Gen Thein Zaw.
Present on the
occasion were Deputy
Minister for Hotels and
Tourism Brig-Gen Aye
Myint  Kyu, Vice
Chairman of e-National
Task Force member of
Civil Service Selection
and Training Board U
Aung Myint and
officials. After givinghis

speech, the minister
presented completion
certificates to the
trainees. Thecourses|ast
two weeks and were
attended by 73 trainees.

MNA

Factoriesin Pakokku inspected
YancoN, 20 May— | Aung Thaung visited Win

Minister for Industry-1 U

Brig-Gen Thein Zaw addresses concluding
ceremony of Server Operation Training
Course and Database Management System
Course. — MNA
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Y AnGon, 20 May —

Breeding concludes

viewed documentary photos of the 12-day course.

A conclusion ceremony

of the Basic Course No 1 on Tilapia Fish Breeding,
jointly conducted by Myanmar Fisheries Federation
under the Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries, and
Myanmar Fisheries Association, took place at MFF
in Insein Township this morning, attended by
Minister for Livestock and Fisheries Brig-Gen

Maung Maung Thein.

Also present at the ceremony were heads of
departments and enterprises under the ministry, the
president and members of MFF and others.

The minister and President U Htay Myint of
MFF made speeches. Later, Chairman of MFEA U
Thein Lwin reported on the purpose of conducting

the course.

Minister Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein
presented completion certificates to the trainees.

Deputy Director-General U Khin Ko Lay
of Fisheries Department and President U Htay
Myint of MFF presented gifts to the course

instructors.

After that, U Htay Myint accepted a
Microscope donated by Top Partner Trading Co Ltd
of KND Group, China. The minister and party

Altogether 93 trainees of departments and

companies attended it.

MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein
givesa speech at conclusion ceremony of
the Basic Course No 1 on Tilapia Fish
Breedina. — mMNA

ThuZar Shopin Taungtha,
Mandalay  Division,
yesterday. He inspected
production process at the
dyeingand printing factory
of the Myanma Textiles
Industries in Pakokku,
Magway Division.
Managing Director of MTI
U Oo Thein Maung
conducted him round the
factory.

Next, he inspected
Pakokku Textile Factory
and ingtructed officials to
make efforts to exceed the
targets. Factory Manager U
Myint Thein Oo gave an
account of functions of the
factory. The managing
director gave a
supplementary report.

Theministerinstructed
the officials to constantly
comeupwithstrengthsand
weaknesses of the factory,
and to take necessary
measures in advance so as
to exceed the targets, and
presented abasket of fruits
to Chinese technical
professionals.

On arrival at Pakokku
Garment Factory Project,
four milestwofurlongseast
of Pakokku-Myaing Road,
theminister lookedintothe

physic nut saplings.
Managing Director U Oo
Thein Maung reported on
the  project, civil
engineering work,
requirement of magjor raw
materials, and investment;
General Manager U Ye
Win, on progress of
implementing the project;
Managing Director of the
Myanma General and
Maintenance Industries U
Aye Mauk, on progress of
congtruction of the main
building and related
buildings and civil
engineering tasks. The
minister called for
systematicimplementation
of theproject andinspected
thework site.

He met with staff of
No 2 Cigarette Factory of
the Myanma Foodstuff
Industries in Pakokku.
Factory Manager U Khin
Maung Yin reported on
factsabout thefactory, and
Managing Director U Soe

Hlaing gave a
supplementary report.
In response, the

minister attended to the
needs, callingfor exceeding
thetargetsandnurturingthe
staff for better work

capacity. — MNA
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UN Under-Secretary-General hastight schedulein Yangon

Yancon, 20 May—
VisitingUnder-Secretary-
General for Political
Affairs of the United
Nations Mr lbrahim A

Gambari and party,
accompanied by Minister
for Science  and

Technology and for
Labour U Thaung and

Under-Secretary—Gener' for Politi

officials, paidavisittothe
Shwedagon Pagoda at
9.30 pmon 18 May.

Mr  lbrahim A
Gambari signed the
visitors' book and went
round the pagoda

clockwise.
Yesterday noon, Mr
I lbrahim A Gambari and

party visited the Drugs
Elimination Museum at
the corner of Kyundaw
and Hanthawady streets
in Kamayut Township.
Secretary of theMyanmar
Central Committee for
Drug Abuse Control
Director-General of the
Myanmar Police Force

Mr Ibrahim A Gambari meets members of the management board of

trustees of Bengali Sunni Jameh Mosque. — MNA

,.

Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs of the United Nations
Mr Ibrahim A Gambari visits the Shwedagon Pagoda. — mMnA

Brig-Gen Khin Yee,
Joint-Secretary Police
Col Kham Aung, in
chargeof museum Police
Lt-Col Htay Aung and
officials briefed the
guests on the exhibits.
The guests observed the
pavilions and signed the
visitors' book.

Brig-GenKhinYee
presented a gift to Mr
Ibrahim A Gambari.

At 5 pm the same
day, Mr lbrahim A
Gambari visited Bengali
Sunni JamehMosqueon
Sule Pagoda Road in
Kyauktada Township
and said prayers and

Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs of the United Nations Mr Ibrahim A Gambari visits Drugs Elimination Museum. — MNA

signed the visitors' book.

He extended greetings
to members of the
management board of
trustees of the mosque and
those present.

The chairman of the
management board
presented giftsto the guest.

MNA

E

F & R Ministry holds coord meeting

Nay Pyi Taw, 20May
— The Ministry of
Financeand Revenueheld
acoordination meeting at
its meeting hall in Nay
Pyi Taw on 18 May, with
anaddressby Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Maj-Gen HlaTun.

It was also attended
by Deputy Minister Col
HlaThein Swe, Governor
of the Central Bank of
Myanmar U Kyaw Kyaw
Maung, directors-general,
managing directors,
directors and general
managers of  the
departments and
enterprises under the
ministry, State and
Division level officials
and managers of the

Internal Revenue
Department and the
MyanmaEconomicBank.

In his address, the
minister called for review
of  strengths and
weaknesses in the work
done in 2005-2006 fiscal
year to lay down future
tasksand plans. He urged
thosepresent to seek ways
and means and to
implement the projectsin
concert to exceed the
targets that contribute
towards the State's
objectives. Hestressedthe
needof al thestaff tocarry
out finance and revenue
taskswith a sense of duty
in accordance with
procedures, laws and
bylaws for national

development.

Officials reported on
work progress and future
tasks. The minister gave
necessary instructions to
the officias.

The second day
sessionof thecoordination
meeting was held
yesterday.

In response to the
reportsby theofficialson
the future plans and
progress of work, the
minister instructed them
to place emphasis on
levying and collecting
taxes fully and correctly.

Deputy Minister gave
a supplementary report.
The minister gave
concluding remarks.

MNA

Cash presented for all-round
renovation of Sule Pagoda

Y ANGON, 20 May—A
ceremony to donate cash
for the 310th time for al-
round renovation of Sule
Pagoda was held at the
pagoda this afternoon. It
wasattended by Chairman
of the Central Executive
Committee for All-round
Renovationmember of the
PagodaBoard of Trustees
U Ohn Maung and CEC
members, the members of
PBT, guests and well-
wishers.

The CEC members
accepted over K 68.3
million including 60 gold
plates donated by 65well-
wishers and presented
certificatesof honourto the
|atter.

Afterwards, the
congregation received
the Five Precepts from
theOvadacariyaof Sule
Pagoda Board of
Trustees the Presiding
Sayadaw of Maha

Theindawgyi Monastery,
followed by sharing of
merits gained. The
ceremony came to an end
withtherecitationof Buddha
Sasanam Ciram Titthatu
three times—MNA

Talkson film script to be held

Yancon, 20 May—Talks on film script
sponsored by Myanmar Motion Picture Asiayon are
held monthly. Similar talks will be held for the third
time at the association on Winkaba Road in Bahan
Township here on 27 May.

Thetalkswill focuson Casablanca, thebest film
of theworld. Participants of the talkswill be U Myint
Thein Pe (Director of Myanmar Motion Picture
Enterprise), Academy U Tun Hlaing (Film Director-
cum-Photographer), U Moe Thu (Script Writer-cum-
Film Director), and U Pho Thauk Kya (Script Writer-
cum-Film Critic). Those interested may attend the
talks free of charge—MNA
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A boy crosses over afountain in Belgrade,
Serbia and Montenegro, on 19 May, 2006.
After several rainy days, a warm front brought
sunny weather with temperatures hovering
around 20 degrees Celsius (70 Fahrenheit).
INTERNET
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Cambodia, UN to improve strained relations

PHNOM PenH, 20 May
— Visiting United Na-
tionsHigh Commissioner
for Human Rights Louise
Arbour on Thursday met
with Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen, aimed
at improving recent
strainedrel ationsbetween
Cambodia and her office
in the country.

“Relations between
Cambodia and the UN
human rights office in
Cambodia will be better
through this meeting,”
Eang Sophalleth, Prime
Minister Hun Sen’s
spokesman, told reporters
after the meeting.

He said that the Pre-
mier also dismissed the
recent media report that
the government was con-
sidering to close the UN
human rights office here.

“The Royal Govern-
ment wants to have good
cooperation with Human
Right Organizations for
the country’s develop-
ment. Whether or not to
close the office of UN
Human Rights is depend-
ing on the UN itself,” he
quoted Hun Senassaying.

Arbour also said that
she is not coming here to
actasanexpertin Cambo-

dia, but to support thegov-
ernment’s activities in a
move that Cambodia
moves toward democracy
and respect of human
rights.

In March, Hun Sen
expressed his dissatisfac-
tion with the UN human
rightsofficeand appeal the
UN toremove Y ash Ghai,
its special envoy in Cam-
bodia, after Ghai accuse

him of using iron fist to
violate the independence
of thecourts. Hun Senalso
criticized the UN officials
justlikea“long-termtour-
ists’.
Thisisthefirstvisitto
Cambodiaby aHighCom-
missioner since 2002. Ar-
bour, arrived in the coun-
try on Monday, will pay a
week-long visit to the
country. — MNA/Xinhua

Singaporeto better management
of chronic diseases

SINGAPORE, 20 May —
Singaporeismakingefforts
toinclude more patientsin
structured chronic disease
management programmes,
Minister for Health Khaw
Boon Wan said Friday at
thethird Nationa Disease
Management Conference.

“That chronic dis-
eases are mgor causes of
death and human suffering
remains a fact as in the
past,” Khaw noted, adding
that hedlthy living, early
detection, prompt treat-
ment and patient com-
pliance have proved to be

effective tools for manag-
ing such diseases.

In order to help pa-
tientswithchronicdiseases
toseek early treatment and
delay or even avoid seri-
ous complications, Singa-
pore has decided to allow
them to withdraw from
their Medisaveaccountsto
co-pay chronic disease
management programmes.

The main reasons,
Khaw said, are to lower
the barrier to treatment,
urge patients to comply
with the structured pro-
grammes and take owner-

ship of their own health
and ensure a good stand-
ardof di seasemanagement
by the participating doc-
tors.

A Disease Manage-
ment Advisory Commit-
tee of Experts will help
develop and monitor the
city state’ schronicdisease
management strategy,
whilelocal hospitals, doc-
torsand family physicians
will beupdated on the best
chronic disease manage-
ment practices, the minis-
ter added.

MNA/Xinhua

Thaksin pledgesto step up drug

Banckok, 20 May
—Thailand’'s caretaker
Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra Friday
pledgedtostep upthegov-
ernment’s crackdown on
drugs following com-
plaints about the preve-
lenceof drugsincity com-
munities.

Thaksin, who has
been on leave for over a
month, spokewithagroup
of Bangkok residentsfrom
Don Muang District who
appeared at Government
House Friday morning to
give him morale support
that he would ask police

crackdown

to give him al informa-
tion about the drug situa-
tion. He said that drug
problemsstill existand an
urgent and continued
crackdown on their abuse
is needed.

Chanting “Thaksin
come back, Yaba
(methamphetamines) go
away”, the supporters
voiced their concern re-
garding the flow of
methamphetamines,
which, they said, isunder-
mining the quality of life
in their communities and
taking away the future of
many young people.

Thaksin to return to work
on solving Thailand’s
drugproblemswhich, they
said, arenow re-emerging
andplaguingnotonly their
owncommunities, butalso
many others aswell.
Many have praised
thegovernmentfor itssuc-
cess in combating drugs,
while others have ques-
tionedtheimplementation
of the policy, which re-
sultedinthedeath of some
2,500 people who were
saidtobeinvolvedindrug
dealing, many of whom
died from the extra-judi-
cial executions.
MNA/Xinhua

Malaysian PM to attend World Eco

KuaLa Lumpur, 20
May— Malaysian Prime
Minister AbdullahAhmad
Badawi will attend the
World Economic Forum
to be held in Egypt, ac-
cording to the Malaysian

Foreign Ministry here on
Friday.
TheMalaysianleader
is scheduled to deliver a
speech on theimportance
of international coopera-
tion on issues such as se-

Black Abstract : Gallery employee Vanessa
Gerransinspectsapaintingby Aboriginal sisters
Ada Bird and Gloria Petyarre at an exhibition
entitled “ Black Abstract” showing at theRMIT
Gallery in Melbourne on 18 May. — INTERNET

Forum in Egypt

curity, terrorism, aid and
tradeat theevent, themin-
istry said in a Press re-
lease.

Badawi will also par-
ticipatein aWest-lslamic
Worlddialoguetoexplore
the challenges and oppor-
tunitiespresentinthearea
of teachingaboutreligions
in schoolsand colleges, it
added.

TheWorld Economic
Forum on the Middle East
is scheduled to be held on
20-22 May in Sham El
Sheikh, Egypt. The forum
will focus on a range of
issues concerning the re-
gion,includinginformation
and communication tech-
nology, media, logisticsand
transport and tourism.

The participants will
also exchangeview onis-
sues such as rule of law,
peace, security and inter-
nationa relations, culture
and identity.

MNA/Xinhua

and authoritiesconcerned

=X

Tower of students: Military school students build a human tower
during the Youth and Sport Festival celebrations at Inonu Stadiumin
downtown | stanbul on 19 May.—INTERNET

CIA nominee defends domestic
spying at Senate hearing

WasHiNGTON, 20 May
— Michael Hayden, nomi-
neefor director of the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency
(CIA), defended a contro-
versid domesticspyingpro-
grammeon Thursday at his
Senate confirmation hear-
ing.

Tedtifyinginopenses
sionbeforethe Senatel ntel-
ligenceCommittee, Hayden
sought to ease the concerns
of somesenators,whoques-
tionedthelegdity of thepro-
grammewhich helaunched
during histenure at the Na-

tional Security Agency
(NSA) from 1999 to 2005.

Theprogrammemoni-
tors phone cals between
peoplein the United States
and suspected terrorists
oversess, bypassing a spe-
cial federd court.

Hayden said the pro-
gramme’'s activities are
closaly supervised and re-
viewed.

“They are targeted at
a-Qaeda, there is a prob-
able cause standard, and
every targeting is docu-
mented,” hesaid.

“Thereisaliterd tar-
get folder that explains the
rationale, andtheanswersto
questions on a very long
checklist, astowhy thispar-
ticular number we believe
to be associated with the
enemy. “

Hayden noted thet the
surveillance programme is
anecessary tool in the war
onterror.

RepublicanSenator Pat
Roberts of Kansas, chair-
man of the Intelligence
Committee, agreed with
him. — MNA/Xinhua



UNSG to present award to
Thai monarch

Banekok, 20 May — UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan will present an
international award to Thailand’s revered monarch Bhumibol Adulyadej
during hisvisit to the kingdom next week.

The United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP)’s Human De-
velopment Lifetime
Achievement award, isto
be granted to the King at
Klai Kangwon Palace in
Hua Hin on 26 May for
his dedication and life-
long works to human de-
velopment. The King of
Thailand will be the first
recipient of the newly-
created distinction.

“This milestone is a

source of joy to millions
of peopleover several gen-
erations who have been
inspired by your excep-
tional dedication, dignity
and senseof duty,” Annan
saidinaletter totheKing.
The prize was given
by UNDP, which pro-
motes human develop-
ment through its develop-
ment work on the ground
and through the publica-
tion of annual human de-
velopment reports.

The human develop-
ment puts peopleand well
being of the people at the
centre of development
process. It is a very im-
portant award and part of
thealternativeto promote
human development in
terms of eliminating pov-
erty and reach common
goals of development,
UNDP Resident Repre-
sentative Mrs Joana
MariaSoares said hereon
Friday.

e ¥ 3 PPN b N
A woman looks at the damage after strong

winds from Typhoon Chanchu tore the roof of
a storage area in Hong Kong. Almost 300

Vietnamese fishermen remain missing and 28
have been reported dead, three days after

Typhoon Chanchu sank at least 11 shipsin the

South China Sea. — INTERNET

7 i ; Ly

Chinese Premier
ordersthorough probe
of fake drug incident

Beiaing,20M ay — ChinesePremier Wen Jiabao
has ordered government departmentsto launch a
thorough probe into a fake drug incident, which
claimed fivelives, and intensify rectification of the
pharmaceutical market.

“Those directly responsible for the incident and
thosewho fail to fulfil their supervision dutieswill be
punished,” Wen said, who also ordered tracking down
and sealing up fake drugs that have reached various
regions to ensure safety of people’slives.

In response to his instruction, a joint investiga-
tion work group will head for northeast China's
Heilongjiang Province on Saturday to investigate the
case.

The investigation team consists of officials from
the Ministry of Supervision, Ministry of Public Secu-
rity, Ministry of Health and the State Food and Drug
Administration.

“The team will work with the provincia govern-
ment to find out the cause of incident as fast as
possible, penalize criminals in accordance with law
and severely punish relevant people,” said a member
of the investigation work group.

He said results of the investigation will be made
public in due time. China has introduced official re-
sponsibility system in its drive to build a clean and
efficient government.

Quite a number of government officials have
been removed from office for negligence of duty in
various fields, including environmental protection,
public health and production safety.

MNA/Xinhua

MNA/Xiphtua
Annan calls for
int’| attention
tolranian
N-issue
Tokyo, 20 May—
Visiting UN Secretary
General Kofi Annan
caledon Thursday in To-
kyo for international at-
tention to find solutions
for the Iranian nuclear is-
sue.

The Iranian nuclear
issue “is a crisis in the
sense we need to work
very actively”, Annantold
reportersat the Japan Na-
tional Press Club. He
urged the international
community to find solu-
tionsand said that discus-
sions are still going on.

Earlier in the day,
Annan said in aspeech at
Tokyo University that he
hopedthat “thecurrentdis-
cussions in the Security
Council will give new
momentum to the quest
for anegotiated solution”
for theissue.

“Thereisaso aneed
to lower the temperature,
and refrain from actions
and rhetoric that could
further inflame the situa-
tion,” Annan said.

Annanalsocalledfor
a negotiated solution to
solve the Korean Penin-
sulanuclear issue.

MNA/Xinhua
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“Chanchu”
death toll
rises to 11 in

Vietham

Hanor, 20 May—Ty-
phoon Chanchu haskilled
four more Vietnamese
fishermen, raising the ty-
phoon-relateddeathtoll in
the country to 11, Viet-
nam News Agency re-
ported on Friday.

The typhoon, the
strongest on record in the
South China Seain May,
also left 27 others miss-
ing, when it hit five Viet-
namesefishing shipsshel-
tering at an island of
China, the agency quoted
sources from the Border
Headquarters in Viet-
nam’s central Quang Ngai
Province.

Two of theshipsfrom
theprovincewith 17 fish-
ermen on board sank, but
all of them were rescued.
RescuersfoundfiveViet-
namese people, but four
of themdied. They arestill
searching for the 27 other
missing people on three
ships.

Thetyphoon hasaso
killed seven Vietnamese
fishermen and left many
others missing when it
made 11 local fishing
ships with hundreds of
peopleonboardsink or go
missing. All of the ships
are from Vietnam’s cen-
tral DaNang City.

MNA/Xinhua

A small marsh hird, in an undated photo. The
Sora follows the king rail, American bittern,
gray-cheeked thrush, Swainson’s thrush and
veery on alist of species seen or heard in this
year’s World Series of Birding. The grueling
24-hour event began in 1984 and many birders
around the world seeit asthe top challengein
competitive birding. — INTERNET

Cambodian police
seize smuggled diesdl

PHNom PenH, 20 M ay— Cambodia Policeand
Customs officials raided seven warehouses in
Kompong Cham Province on Wednesday, seiz-
ing 685 barrels containing 20,550 litres of diesel
fuel smuggled from Vietnam, local media re-
ported on Friday.

Thefuel wasillegally imported by tradersthrough
aborder passagein the Smach areain Kompong Cham
Province, according to amobile Customs officer, The
Cambodian Press Review reported.

Local villagerswere hired to transport the fuel by
bicycle or motorcycle to the warehouses. At the cur-
rent price on the Cambodian market, the seized diesel
fuel isworth around 15,000 US dollars.

It will be kept by authorities until the owners pay
fines and taxes on the fuel.

Mobile Customs officials cooperated with mili-
tary policeand the Trapeang Phlong Customsofficeto
launch the raid on the seven fuel depotsin Trapeang
Phlong Village, Ponhea Krek District.

MNA/Xinhua

UN body urges USto shut “ secret
prisons’, Guantanamo

GENEVA, 20May — TheUnited Nationscommitteeagainst torturetold the
United States on Friday it should close any secret prisons abroad and the
Guantanamo Bay facility in Cuba, saying they violated international law.

The 10 independent
experts,whoexaminedthe
US record at home and
abroad, also urged Presi-
dent George W Bush's
Administrationto*rescind
any interrogation tech-
nique’ that constitutedtor-
ture or cruel treatment,

citing use of dogs to ter-
rify detainees.

The United States
“shouldensurethat noone
is detained in any secret
detentionfacility underits
defactoeffectivecontrol”
and “investigate and dis-
closethe existence of any

ATV cameraman filmsaman on a giant chair and table constructed in
arapeseedfieldin Brunstorf near Hamburgon 18 May, 2006. The event
advertises Germany’s rape-oil marketing and production. — INTERNET

L e

such facilities’, said the
committee, which has
moral authority but nole-
ga power to enforce its
recommendations.
“Detaining persons
in such conditions consti-
tutes, per se, aviolation of
the Convention,” said the
committee which exam-
ines compliance with the
UN Convention against
Torture, or other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment.
The United States is
holding hundreds of ter-
rorism suspects, most ar-
restedsinceal-Qaeda’ s11
September attacks in
2001, at its prisons in
Afghanistan, Irag, and
Guantanamo Bay. It
refusesto comment on al-
legations of secret jails.
MNA/Reuters
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Vietham
drastically
combats FMD
disease

Hanor, 19 May—
Vietnam, in an effort to
control the widespread of
foot-and-mouthdisease, is
intensifying slaughter of
infected animals, beefing
up surveillance and pro-
paganda on the disease,
accordingtoalocal animal
health agency on Thurs-
day.

Under a regulation
recently issued by the
Vietnamese Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural
Development, all pigs,
goats, sheep or deer in a
cage in which a single
animal shows foot-and-
mouth symptoms will
have to be culled, even
before the results of the
disease's tests come out,
said the ministry's
Department of Animal
Health.

Infected bulls and
buffaloes in outbreaks
occurring for the first
time in a commune, or
contractingvirusesof new
types or viruses that have
not appearedinaprovince
or city for along timewill
also be slaughtered.

MNA/Xinhua

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Schering-Plough Ltd., a
company incorporated in
Switzerland, of Toepfer-
strasse 3, CH 6004 Lucerne,
Switzerland, is the Owner of
the following Trade Marks:

VIKORENE

Reg. No. 2297/2001
in respect of " A preparation
to treat oncological and
immunological disorders".

SARASAR

Reg. No. 2298/2001
in respect of "A preparation
to treat cancer”.

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin
M.A,HGP,DBL

for Schering-Plough Ld.
P. 0. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 21 May 2006
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~ Building

A M@DEF%I STATE
J)

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005
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On salle US$ 5.00 per copy
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W 381448,249031
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“Chanchu” kills11in China,
35 fishermen missing in Vietnam

SHANGHAI, 19 May— A typhoon slammed into south China on Thursday,
killing 11 peopleand for cing the evacuation of morethan onemillion, Xinhua
newsagency said, whileVietnam was still sear ching for 35 fisher men missing

at sea.

Typhoon Chanchu,
which brought heavy rain
and winds up to 170
kilometres per hour (106
miles per hour), made
landfall between the cities
of Shantou and Xiamenin
theearly morning, theHong
Kong Observatory said.

China's __ coastal

Chilean busaccident kills
at least 27,

injures 20

SANTIAGO, 19 May— At least 27 peopledied, two
of them minors, and other 20 were injured, on
Wednesday morning when a bus fell into the
Tinguirica River at 1.45 am local time, 143
kilometr essouth of thecapital city, Santiago, police

told Chilean radio.

The bus, from the Tur
Bus company, was
heading for the port of
Tachuano, 531 kilome-
tressouth of Santiago, and
travelling at 120 kilo-
metres hour when it hit a
barrier onabridgeonRuta
5 and fell onto the
riverbed, in San Fernando
Municipality in Chile's
sixth region.

Police said they
believed that either the
driver, who died in the
accident, hadfallenasleep
at the wheel or a tyre
burst unexpectedly. Rual
Retamal, head of the
region's police, said that
there was no fog in the
area at the time, and the
buswasbrand new, soitis
unlikely that mechanical
errors were to blame.

Some 150 police
officers and volunteer
firefighters rushed to the
scene to try to rescue the
victims. Rescuerstook the

injured to San Fernando
Hospital, where 12 are
under observation in
conditions described as
"serious’.

Two more were
transferred to the Ranca-
guamedical centreand 12
more were released. The
bodies were sent to Sand
Fernando morgue.

MNA/Xinhua

provinces of Guangdong
and Fujian took the full
brunt of the storm.

ElevenChinesehaddied
by Thursday afternoonand
another four had gone
missing, Xinhua said,
quoting the Ministry of
Civil Affairs.

It had said earlier that
eight people, includingtwo
children, were killed in
Guangdong'sShantouCity,
where Chanchu — the
strongesttyphoononrecord
to enter the South China
Seainthemonthof May —
triggered house collapses
and landdlides.

Almost all roads in
Shantou were flooded
and there were severa
blackouts, Xinhua said,
adding that downpours in
Fujian had led to flooding
in anumber of rivers.

Air links, closed on
Wednesday, wereresumed
and life was returning to
normal in Shantou later on
Thursday as the govern-
mentofficialsstartedtotote

upeconomiclosses,itsaid.

State televison news
said Chanchu had been
downgraded to a tropica
depression and was
headingnortheast at aspeed
of 35kilometres(22miles)
per hour, but it would still
bring strong rainfall to
China's eastern provinces,
includingitsfinancial hub,
Shanghai.

In Vietnam, authorities
re-establishedradiocontact
withsixof 11shipscarrying
more than 90 people
that went missing on
Wednesday some 160
nautical miles (300
kilometres) south of
China'sHainanldand, then
in Chanchu's path.

MNA/Reuters

Spanish policedetain 500
illegal African migrants

MapriD, 19 May —
Spanishpoliceon Thursday
detained more than 500
Africanstrying to illegaly
reach Spain’s Canary
Idands, the largest ever in
one single day, as the
Spanish  Government
launched a diplomatic
offensve amed at stlemm-
ing the flow of illega mi-
grants from the continent,
Spanishemergency services
sad.

Authorities said among
agroup of 179 who arrived
onLaGomera, thesmallest
island of thearchipelago of f
northwest Africa, at least
29 were children. Mogt of
thearrivalswerecarried on
stretchers from their small
boats, exhausted after arisky
sea journey from the
African continent.

In Madrid, Spanish

Foreign Minister Miguel

Angel Moratinos an-
nounced that a special
ambassador would lead a
team to visit Cape Verde,
Gambia, Guinea, Guinea
Bissau, Niger and Senega
— the main reported
countries of the migrants
origin.

The team, to leave on
Sunday, will call onAfrican
governmentstopreventthe
outflow of illegal migrants.

Nearly 7,000 Africans
havearrivedintheSpanish-
owned Canary Idands so
far thisyear, whichfacethe
coasts of the African
nations Senegal and
Mauritania. The number
wasaround 4,750 |ast year
andjustover 8,500in2004.
As many as 1,000 people
arebelievedtohavediedin
theirmaritimebidfor anew
lifethis year.

MNA/Xinhua

Philippine Govt dismisses German
criticism over airport project

ManiLa, 19May—The
Philippine Government
on Wednesday rebuked
the German Ambassador
for sayingthat therewould

benoGermaninvestments
in the country’s infra-
structure without the
government paying a
German company for

Indian actress Aishwarya
Rai arrives at the Festival
Palace to attend the
opening ceremony of the
59th edition of the
International Cannes
Film Festival in Cannes,
Southern France, on 17

May.
INTERNET

buildingtheNinoy Aquino
International Airport
Termina 3 (NAIA 3).
Finance Secretary
Margarito Teves said the
government would have
to work on the general
economic environment of
the country to promote
foreigndirectinvest-ments
rather than focus on one
issue such as NAIA 3,
saying it is not the
Philippines’ business to
please a foreign country
over one company aone.
Teves was reacting to
reports that quoted

German Ambassador
Axel Raimund Weishaupt
as saying that German
companies would not
investintheinfrastructure
sector if the Philippines
would not be able to
resolve the NAIA 3 case.

However, the
ambassador said other
German companies were
still interested in putting
their money in other
sectors.

Teves said the
government would con-
tinue to come up with
sound economic policies
and take away concerns
impeding the flow of
direct investments to the
Philippines.

MNA/Xinhua
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US grandmaster Gata Kamsky, left, plays against Viswanathan Anand of
India during MTel Mastersinternational chess tournament in Sofia,
Bulgaria, on 19 May, 2006.—|NTERNET

Studies show some apes, birds
can think ahead

WasHINGTON, 19 May — Apes that remember to carry theright toolsto
retrievetreatsand scrub jaysthat hidefood a second timewhen they think a
rival iswatching prove animals can think ahead — atrait oncebelieved to be
uniquely human, scientists have found.

Two carefully
planned sets of experi-
ments to be published on
Friday in the journal
Science show intelligent
birds and great apes can
plan into the future in a
way that transcendssimple
food caching, assquirrels,
foxes and other animas
do.

“Planning for future
needs is not uniquely
human,” ThomasSudden-
dorf of the University of
Queendand in Brishane,
Australia, wrote in a
commentary. “Apes and
jays can also anticipate
future needs by re-
membering past events,
contradicting the notion
that such cognitive
behaviour only emerged
in hominids”.

In one experiment,
Nicholas Mulcahy and
Josep Call of the Max

Planck Institute for
Evolutionary Anthro-
pology in Leipzig,

Germany, tested bonobos,
close relatives of chim-
panzees, and orangutans
at the local zoo.

They set up severd
experiments that required
the apes to remember a
complex way to retrieve a
treat and offered them the
opportunity to usetoolsto
do so. Sofar, observations
of tool use and planning
have involved only
immediate hunger on the
part of the animals, which
doesnotinvolvelong-term
thinking, Mulcahy andCall
argued.“Thus, when
chimpanzees transport
stonesto usethemto crack
open nuts, or New
Caledonian crows make
hook-shaped tools to fish
forinsects, they dosoinan
attempt to satisfy their

> |

A bonobo chews on a piece of stick at a sanctuary,
outside the Democratic Republic of Congo’s
capital of Kinshasa, on 5 September, 2005. Apes
that remember to carry theright toolsto retrieve
treats and scrub jays that hide food a second time
when they think arival is watching prove animals
can think ahead — a trait once believed to be
uniquely human, scientists have found.—INTERNET

current hunger state, not
some future one,” they
wrote. In one experiment,
they rigged up a metal
cylinder with a piece of
uncooked spaghetti holding
two bunchesof grapes.“To
obtain the reward subjects
had to break the spaghetti
by inserting a plastic tube
through the top hole over
the cylinder. That caused
the grapestofall down and
hang in front of the bottom
holes thus alowing sub-
jects access to them,” the
researcherswrote.
MNA/Reuters

Chilean telescope discovers three

planets

SanTiaco (Chile), 19 May — Scientists using a Chilean telescope have
discovered a unique planetary system made up of three planets similar to
Neptune orbiting a star a little more massive than our sun, the European
Southern Observatory said on Wednesday.

“Theplanet closestto
the star is probably rocky
and thefarthest isthefirst
exoplanet of that massthat
isin the habitable zone of
its star, meaning, where
water could be found
in liquid form,” the
observatory saidinanews
release. An exoplanetisa
planet that orbits a star
other than the sun.

“It's the first
discovery of a planetary
systemmadeup of various
planetsof aNeptune-type

Performers at the Miss Tiffany's cabaret wait backst

mass,” said Christophe
Lovis, astronomer with
Switzerland’s Obser-
vatory of Geneva, said in
the news release.

Lovis is the lead
author of an article about
the find to be published
on Thursday in Nature
magazine.

Teams of scientists
from the Observatory of
GenevaandtheUniversity
of Bern Physics Institute,
both in Switzerland, have

been observingthestar for

more than two years. Itis
41 light yearsaway inthe
Puppis constellation.

The scientists used
theHigh Accuracy Radial
Velocity Planet Searcher,
or HARPS spectrograph
instrument, at the 12-foot
(3.6-metre) telescope at
the European Southern
Observatory in Chile's
fourth region, which is
famous for its clear skies
and is home to several
important telescopes.

MNA/Reuters

a-ge duriﬁg aret-wearsal,

on 19 May, 2006, in Pattaya, Thailand. Miss Tiffany's Universe transvestite
contest held on Saturday aims to promote a positive transvestite image

internationally.—I NTERNET

Probiotic restores immune response in athletes

New York, 19 May — Production of the natural virus-fighter, interferon, is decreased in fatigued
athletes, but it can berestored to normal levelswith a*“ probiotic” pill containing the beneficial microbe
L actobacillus acidophilus, findings from a new study indicate.

Thedropininterferon
levels may play arolein
the defective immune
response against Epstein
Barr Virus (EBV),
previously described in
fatigued athletes, lead
author Dr R L Clancy,
from the University of
Newcastle in Australia,
and colleagues note.

Most people have
been infected with EBV;
it can cause a number
of diseases, including
mononucleosis, and it has
been implicated in chro-
nic fatigue syndrome.
However, the virus is
usualy kept in check by
interferon.

As reported in the
British Journal of Sports
Medicine for April, the
researcherstestedfor EBV
in 24 salivasamplestaken
fromeightfatiguedathletes

before and after receiving
a 1-month course of the
probiotic capsules. In
addition, interferon levels
were measured in blood
samples. Prior totreatment,
five of the subjects had
EBV intheir saliva— that
is, they were shedding the
virus because it was not
being reigned in; after
probictic treatment, just

one showed signsof virus
shedding. As noted,
interferon-gamma
secretion was decreased
initialy, but returned to
normal levels after treat-
ment.

“Thisstudy showsfor
the first time reduced
interferon-gamma
secretion in fatigued

athletes, adefect that was

reversed after treatment
with L. acidophilus,” the
researchers state.

“The relation of
these findings to other
groups with chronic
fatigue illnesses requires
further study to clarify
mechanisms and define
therapeutic guidelines,”
they add.

MNA/Reuters

Tests show Sumatra pigs carry bird flu virus

JAKARTA, 19 May — Pigs have tested positive for bird flu in the same village on
Indonesia s Sumatra | and where five people have been confirmed infected with the
H5N1 avian influenza virus, a minister said on Thursday. The case involving up to
seven family members, six of whom have died, has raised aarm around the world
because authorities cannot rule out human-to-human transmission. But the World
Health Organization and Indonesian health officials had been frustrated by thelack of
evidence pointing to asource of the virus, usualy infected poultry.

The WHO confirmed on Wednesday that five members of the family had
contracted H5N1 and tests on a sixth were pending.Agriculture Minister Anton
Apriyantono told reporters on Thursday the pig samples from the village had been
brought to aleading animal research centre on Javaldand, and scientists there found
apostive result for bird flu—MNA/Reuters
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Germany sellsall 640 World

Cup ticketsfor blind fans

BEeRLIN, 20 May— All 640 tickets for blind soccer
fansat World Cup matches have been sold, Germany's
organizing committee said on Friday.

For thefirst timeat aWorld Cup, 10ticketsfor each
of the 64 matches have been reserved for blind fans,
who will each be alowed to take an escort into the
stadiumsfor free. Therewill al so betwo commentators
accompanying the groups at each match.

Headphoneswill be made available so that the fans
can hear the commentary in one ear and the stadium
sounds in the other. The organizing committee said
English commentators would be available for all the
English team's matches. Several Bundesliga teams
have had groups of blind fansregularly in their stadi-
ums, such asat Dortmund, Cologneand Hamburg, and
said the practice had been successful, the organizing
committee said—MNA/Reuters

Italy' sRominaOprandi playsashot against Svetlana

Kuznetsova of Russiaduringtheir women’squarter-

final match at the Rome Masters tennistournament
in Rome, on 19 May, 2006. —INTERNET

Mourinho says Drogba will
not bereleased by Chelsea

L onpon, 20 M ay— Chelsea coach JoseM ourinho
saysstriker Didier Drogba isnot leaving Stamford
Bridgewhile Andriy Shevchenko, a Chelseatar get,
isunlikely toleave AC Milan.

Ivorian Drogba was
quotedinBritishmediaon
Friday assayinghewanted
toleavethe English cham-
pions."Thesituationisthat
he (Drogba) hastwo more
years of a contract with
Chelsea and he is one of
the players we consider
not negotiable, so he has
no chance to leave,”
Mourinhotoldanewscon-
ference.

"Hehastoplay for Chel-
sea and, if he plays with
happiness, then fantastic
because we get the best of
him. If hedoesn't play with
happiness, hedoesn't play.
It's his problem.”

Mourinho hastakenthe
samehardlinewith France
defender William Gallas
whosayshewantstoleave
for a European club.

Shevchenko said last
week he was considering
leaving M ilan after seven
years and Mourinho said
he would like to buy him.

"Wewouldliketobring
him but he is a Milan

player. Hehasalong-term
contract with Milan so
Milan has the power in
their hands like we have
the power with Drogba.
"My feeling isthat they
don't want to sell him and
they will keep him. They
are a big, big club so can

~

The Champions League trophy is placed on display
after itsarrival at Barcelona's Museum. Barcelona

won the Champions League finals against Arsenal
2-1 at the Stade de France in Saint Denis

say,'Wedon'tsell, wewant
to keep.'—MNA/Reuters

near Paris.
INTERNET

Australia’s Pampling roars
into Colonial lead

Houston, 20 May — Australian Rod
Pampling posted eight birdiesashefired
a7-under-par 63 on Friday to vault into
thelead at 10-under after two rounds of
the6millionUSdollarsColonial Cham-
pionship in Fort Worth, Texas.

Pampling, tied for 15th placeafter his

Zidane says France must recover team
spirit to succeed

MabriD, 20 May— | finalsin Germany.
Zinedine Zidane says "Wehavegood players
Franceneedtorecover the | but we lack the virtues of
team spirit of previous | previous sides when we
yearsif they aretobesuc- | were a united group, al
cessful at the World Cup | pulling in the same direc-

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

tion. It iscoming little by
little," Zidane said in an
interview with the Real
Madrid TV on Friday.
Zidane was a central
figure in the France team
that won the World Cup
on home turf in 1998 and
the European Champion-

4 3 EI' -
Dallas Mavericks Dirk Nowitzki (41),
of Germany, takes a shot in the third
quarter as San Antonio Spurs Manu

Ginobili, of Argentina,defendsin Game
60f theNBA Western Conferencesemi-

opening-round 67, held a one-shot lead
over Canadian Stephen Ames, US PGA
Tour rookie Charley Hoffman and first-
round |leader Stewart Cink.

Tied for fifth, two strokes off thelead
wasAustralian Peter Lonard and Ameri-
cans Tim Herron and Dean Wilson.

Another shot back at 7-under-par 133
were Americans Jim Furyk and Arron
Oberholser, SwedesRichard Johnsonand
Fredrik Jacobson, and Henrik Bjornstad
of Norway. Pampling started his day on
the back nine and began with three bird-
iesinarow on hisway to hisbest round
of theyear, going two strokeslower than
the 65 he shot inthe second round at Bay
Hill, where he won earlier this season.

"Three in a row is a good start,"
Pampling, 36, told reporters. "It just al-
lowsyou not to be so aggressive on some
of the holes. You can play alittle more
safer, and sometimes | played alittle bit

| | too safe.

The Australian made up for his only
bogey of the day, at the par-four No. 3,
with back-to-back birdiesfrom thefifth.

"l wasawaysintheright sideto get a
chance to get up and down," he said. "
didn't make too many mistakes. When
we missed the green we chipped and

shipsin 2000. final basketball gamein Dallas, on 19 | putted and kept the momentum going.”
MNA/Reuters May, 2006. —INTERNET MNA/Reuters
P Ancic, Robredo into semis

|

at Hamburg Masters

HamBurg, 20 May— Croat Mario Ancic fought back from a set
down against Russian fourth seed Nikolay Davydenko at the
HamburgMaster son Friday, comingthrough 5-7, 7-6, 6-3toset up
a semifinal clash with Spain's Tommy Robredo.

ACROSS DOWN
7 Part of violin 1 Father of Hebrew
8 Judgment, sentence people
10 Do abunk 2 Priory church
11 Carrion-feeding 3 Ardent
animal 4 Paving surface
12 Summit 5 Flax cloth
13 Control, manage 6 Rot
17 Awe 9 Navy controller
18 Combination of 14 A poison
nations 15 Intoxicant liquid
22 Deep humming 16 Confused struggle
23 Skit (4-5) 19 Old saying
24 |dle chatter 20 Goods lift
25 Saunter 21 Flat fish

San Marino's 250cc motorcycle rider
Alex de Angelis (front) gestures on
his Aprilia ahead of Hector Barbera
of Spain on Aprilia during the second
free practice for the 250cc motorcy-
cling French Grand Prix at the
LeManscircuit in central France,
on 19 May, 2006.—INTERNET

Inchilly conditionsontheslow
red clay at the Am Rothenbaum,
Ancic overturned a service bresk
to take the second set to atiebresk
and then broke the world number
six twice in athrilling decider to
reach hisfirst Series semi.

Czech Radek Stepanek and Ar-
gentina'sJoseAcasusoasomadeit
through to the last four. Stepanek,
the 15th seed, beat Max Mirnyi of
Belarus 7-6, 6-1 and Acasuso bat-
tled past Spain'sFernandoV erdasco
6-1,6-7,6-3. Ancichad comeback
from a set down in his previous
two matches this week and said
the effort had taken itstoll.

"Inthebeginningtoday thelegs
were really heavy and in the first
set | waslate on alot of balls.

"The most important thing

now, the only focus, isto prepare
forthenextmatchphysically. I've
been hitting a lot of balls this
week so the most important thing
isthat thelegsfeel good, thebody
feelsgood. These kinds of games
take alot of energy from you."

With the umbrella-like roof of
centre court closed to keep off the
frequent rain showers, Robredo
wonagritty clashof theSpaniards,
beating David Ferrer 7-6, 6-4 in
thelr first meeting.

Stepanek said the first-set
tiebreak had been decisive against
thebig-servingBelarussanMirnyi.

"l showed him that I'm the one
who'sgoingtogoforitand| think
that al so made hisconfidencedrop
after that first set,” the Czech said.

MNA/Reuters



Italian new PM promisesto withdraw
troopsfrom Iraq

Romg, 20May — Ita-
ly’s new Prime Minister,
Romano Prodi, said on
Thursday that he would
proposeto Parliament the
withdrawal of theremain-
ing Italian troops from
Irag.

In hisfirst address to
the Senate as prime min-
ister, Prodi described the
war in Iraq as “a grave
error”, saying, “It has not
resolved, but (has) com-
plicated the situation of
security”.

He expressed an in-
tentionto stick to an elec-
tion pledge to propose to
Parliament “the return of

our troops from Iraq”.

Currently Italy has
about 2,600 soldiers in
Irag who are hel ping with
the reconstruction of the
country, areduction from
theinitial 3,000troopsdis-
patched by former con-
servative Premier Silvio
Berlusconi.

Prodi did not give a
specific date for a with-
drawal, saying a “techni-
cal timeframe” would
haveto be agreed with all
sidesinvolved.

The Prime Minister
aso pledged to help Eu-
ropebecome* astrong and
united presenceonthein-
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enrichthehistoricalliance
with the United States”.
MNA/Xinhua

ternational stage”, yet he
asostressedthat hewould
work to “consolidate and

P

Inloving memory:

Adleep in Jesus
Mrs. R.E. Lonsdale
Age8lyears

Beloved husband of Dorothy Lonsdaleand lov-
ing father of David Lonsdale (deceased) of No. 65
122 Street, Maugone, fell asleepin Jesaspeacefully at
8:05 pm on 19-5-2006. May his soul rest in peace.

Hisbereaved family and friends.
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Real Madrid's Roberto Carlos, left, givesa
Brazilan soccer team jersey to Brazil's
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, during a
meeting at the official presidential residence,
Alavorada Palace, in Brasilia, Brazil, on 20
May, 2006. —I NTERNET
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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[ WEATHER ]

Saturday, 20 May, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, the Southwest
monsoon has advancing into Myanmar Deltaic areas.
Rain or thundershowers have been widespread in Kayin
and Mon States, Ayeyawady, Yangon and Taninthayi
Divisions, scattered in Rakhine State and Bago Division,
isolated in Kachin State and Mandalay Division with
locally heavyfall in Taninthayi Divisionand weather has
been partly cloudy intheremaining States and Divisions.
Day temperatures were (3°C) to (4C°) above normal in
Kachin, Rakhine States, upper Sagaing, Magway and
Mandalay Divisions, (3°C) to (4°C) below normal in
Bago and Taninthayi Divisions and about normal in the
remaining areas. The significant day temperatures were
NyaungU and Minbu (40°C) each. The noteworthy
amounts of rainfalls recorded were Kawthoung (4.80)
inches, Dawei (4.9) inches, Yangon (Kaba-Aye).
Thayawady and Kayan (2.56) inches each, Yangon
(Mingaladon) (2.40) inches, Hmawbi (2.32) inches,
Myeik (1.97) inchesand Y e (1.14) inches.

Maximum temperature on 20-5-2006 was 90°F.
Minimum temperature on 20-5-2006 was 68°F. Relative
humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 20-5-2006 was (100%).
Total sunshine hours on 19-5-2006 was (5.8) hours
approx.

Rainfalls on 20-5-2006 were (2.40) inches at
Mingaladon, (2.56) inchesat Kaba-Aye and (0.86) inch
a Central Yangon. Tota rainfalls since 1-1-2006 were
(11.22) inches at Mingaladon, (11.85) inches at Kaba-
Aye and (10.35) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum
wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (20) mph from
Southeast at (01:20) hours MST on 20-5-2006.

Bay inference: Monsoon is strong to vigorousin
the Andaman Sea. Central Bay and South Bay and
weather ispartly cloudy elsewhereinthe Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 21-5-2006:
Weather will be partly cloudy in lower Sagaing and
Magway Dvisions, rain or thundershowerswill be wide-
spread in Mon, Kayin States, Ayeyawady, Yangon and
Taninthayi Divisions, scattered in Rakhine State and
Bago Division and isolated in the remaining areas with
likelihood of isolated heavyfalls in Mon State, Y angon
and Taninthayi Divisions, Degree of certainty is (80%).

Stateof the sea: Squallswithrough seaarelikely
at times Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama, off and along Mon-
Taninthayi Coast. Surfacewind speedinsquallsmay reach
(35) to (40) mph. Seas will be moderate elsewhere in
Myanmar Waters.

Outlook for subsequent twodays: Likelihood of
increase of rain in the lower Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 21-5-2006: Possibility of isolated rain or thun-
dershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areas for 21-5-2006: Some rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areasfor 21-5-2006: Possibility of isolated rain or thun-
dershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).
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Stability of theState, community peace
andtranquillity, prevalenceof law and
order

National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectorsof the economy aswell

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sourcesinside the country and abroad

* Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept

in the handsof the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

e

Senior General Than Shwe, UN Under-Secretary -General for Political AffairsMr | brahim A Gambari and party posing for documentary photo. — mNA

UN Under-Secretary-General for Political
Affairs concludesvisit to Myanmar

Y aNGoN, 20 May — UN Under-Secretary-Gen-
eral for Political Affairs Mr Ibrahim A Gambari left
herethisevening after visiting Myanmar at theinvita-
tion of Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win.

Mr Ibrahim A Gambari and party were seen off at
the airport by Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein, Minister for Foreign
AffairsU Nyan Win, Minister for Science and Technol-
ogy andfor Labour U Thaung, Permanent Representative
of theUnionof MyanmartotheUNinNew Y ork U Kyaw
Tint Swe, Director-General of Protocol Department

(See page 8)

INSIDE

Liketherain that giveslifetothe
earth, the goodwill, zeal and efforts of
the people of Shan State are
contributing to the task of opening
rural librariescovered by thenational
drive the whole country has been
launching with extra momentum and

harmony.
Pace 7
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein sees off UN Under-Secretary-General f oIitical Affairs
Mr Ibrahim A Gambari at Yangon International Airport. — MNA
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