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Senior General Than Shwe sends
congratulationsto President of
Republic of Italy

Yancon, 20 May — Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and
Development Council of theUnion of Myanmar, hassent amessageof congratulationstoMr
Giorgio Napolitano, who has been elected as President of the Republic of Italy. — MNA

Preparationsfor Special Jade

YanGon, 19 May
— Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Brig-Gen Hla Htay
Win and Yangon Mayor
Brig-GenAungThienLin
inspected dredging of
Thamaing creek along
Mindhamma Road in
Mayangon Township,
Yangon West District,
this morning.

Later, the com-
mander andthemayor also
inspected repaving of
Mindhamma Road with
asphalt, measuresfor pav-
ingtheMyanmar Conven-
tion Centre’s compound,
preparations for the Spe-
cial Jade Salesfor 2006 at
the compound and
repaving of the entrance
roadtoUniversity of West
Y angon with asphalt, and
they left instructions to
officials concerned.
MNA |

Sales-2006 insp

ected

Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

National reconsolidation

Emer genceof anew enduring StateCon-
stitution

Building of a new modern developed na-
tion in accor d with the new State Consti-
tuti

Development of agricultureasthebaseand
all-round development of other sectors of
the economy aswell

Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system
Development of theeconomy invitingpar -
ticipation in termsof technical know-how
and investments from sources inside the
country and abroad
Theinitiativetoshapethenational economy
must bekeptinthehandsof theStateandthe
national peoples

Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national charac-
ter

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win and

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin inspect jade
|ots displayed for the June-July-2006 Special

Sales at Myanmar Convention Centre.

Emergence of the State Constifution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Conserve biodiversity for
balanced environment

Many parts of the world are under the
threat of various forms of environmental deg-
radation such as deforestation, desertification,
soil erosion, and decreasing of water resour ces.
In addition, many countriesare facing climatic
changes that cause deforestation alongside
decreasing and extinction of biological diver-
Sity.

Myanmar formed the National Commis-
sion for Environmental Conservation in 1990.
The commission has been collaborating with
congenial ministries in its drive for environ-
mental conservation. The Myanmar Environ-
mental Conservation and 21st Century Action
Plan has been implemented since 1997, some
programmes of which are designed to conserve
forestsand a wide diversity of flora and fauna.

Biodiversity means the existence of a
large number of different kinds of animalsand
plants such as tropical forests, hilly forests,
Indaing forests and mangrove forests which
make a balanced environment. Over 7,000
species of plantsgrow in Myanmar. Thereare
mor e than 9,000 species of birdsin the world,
and about 1,000 of them can be seen in
Myanmar.

The gover nment mobilizes participation
of local residents in an endeavour to protect
and conserve water shed forests, a wide range
of rare species of animals and trees and flow-
ery plantsthat arein danger of extinction, for
environmental conservation. All necessary
measures are being taken effectively for con-
servation of Myanmar biodiversity in the
Minsontaung Wildlife Sanctuary in Natogyi
Township and the Shwesettaw Wildlife Sanc-
tuary in Minbu Township.

It isencouraging to witness Myanmar’s
stepping up tasks for protection and conser-
vation of local flora and fauna, while theworld
has been paying a serious attention to the en-
vironmental conservation in the long-term in-
terests of the global people.

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Regional development tasks in
Hpa-an Township inspected

NAY Pyi Taw, 19 May — Kayin State Peace
and Development Council Chairman Col Khin Kyu
together with departmental officials inspected tasks
of therice mill at Tawgyitun Village in Hpa-an Town-
ship on 8 May.

Next, Col Khin Kyu gave instructions on plant-
ing flowery and shade trees and growing physic nut
plants on both sides of Strand Road at Barkat GCC.
Afterwards, Col Khin Kyu inspected plantation of
24,000 physic nut plants at the river water pumping
station, and gave necessary instructions. — MNA
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Promotion of Myanmar
hockey discussed

| R |

Director U Hla Myint of Pedrollo presents hockey
balls to MHF President Brig-Gen Myo Myint
(Retd). — mHF

Yancon, 19 May
— Myanmar Hockey
Federation held the spe-

matches between
Myanmar Hockey Teams
and guest teams. — NLM

C-in-C (Navy)’s Shield
Football Championship
concludes

Yancon, 19 May — A ceremony to present
prizes to winners in the Commander-in-Chief
(Navy)'s Shield Footbal Championship 2006 was
held at the sports ground in Thanlyin Station this
afternoon.

Among the spectators at the final match were
senior naval officers, Tatmadawmen and family
members of Yangon Station and Thanlyin Station.

After the final match, officials presented the
best player award and player awards for respective
places to the winners.

On behalf of the Commander-in-Chief (Navy),
Captain Aye Pe of Ayeyawady Nava Region Com-
mand awarded championship trophy to the winning
team. — MNA

Deputy Commander
inspects physic nut
plantations in Lashio

NAY Pyi Taw, 19 May — Deputy Commander
of North-East Command Brig-Gen Hla Myint, ac-
companied by staff officers of the command, in-
spected 120,000 saplings at the physic nut nursery
of the command headquarters in Lashio on 13 May.

The deputy commander and party also in-
spected thriving 100 acres of quality physic nut plan-
tation of the command, and left instructions.

At the briefing hall of 1,000 acres of physic
nut plantation being undertaken by Hnin Hnin Khaing
Co Ltd, the deputy commander heard reports on the
plantation and attended to the needs.

L ater, the deputy commander proceeded to 100
acres plantation of physic nut at No 1 highland zone
and gave necessary instructions to the officials.

MNA

cial meeting at Theinbyu
Hockey Pitch, here, yes-
terday.

President of
Myanmar Hockey Fed-
eration Brig-Gen Myo
Myint (Retd) gave a
speech. Vice-President U
Kyaw Naing and execu-
tives gave suggestions on

enhancement of 1

Myanmar hockey stand- 4

ard. 2 K 6@
President Brig-Gen . ‘ \x\ &

Myo Myint (Retd) ac- 1 L

cepted hockey balls for J /\

students of North e,

Okkalapa BEHS No 1 UMFCCI President

donated by Shwe

U Win Myint receives Japanese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry Chairman Mr Toshinao Muto. — umrccl

Thanlwin Co Chairman U
Kyaw Win through MHF
Vice-President U Kyaw

- Yancon, 19 May
Naing; and hockey balls

— Union of Myanmar

UMFCCI President meets JCCY Chairman

UMFCCI Office on 17
May afternoon.

mittee and exchange of
business information.

[ypdapamicy: doCeantgaeu:

for Hlegu BEHS by Di-
rector U Hla Myint of
Pedrollo Water Pump Co.

Myanmar Hockey
Federation is making ar-
rangements to invite
hockey teams abroad and
to hold the tune-up

Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and Indus-
try President U Win
Myint received Japanese
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, Yangon
(JCCY) Chairman Mr
Toshinao Muto at the

They cordially
discussed cooperation
of the entrepreneurs of
the two associations,
jointly holding of the
meetings of Japan-
Myanmar CCI Busi-
ness Cooperation Com-

It was also at-
tended by Former JCCY
Chairman Mr Yasuo
Okuda, General Secre-
tary Mr Tomohiro Ando
and Director Mr
Murayama Taichi.

MNA



Russia-China tiesreaching
“unprecedented high”

BeninG, 18 May—
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei  Viktorovich
Lavrov said Tuesday that
Russia-China ties have
reached anunprecedented
high. “Russia-China co-
operation has reached an
unprecedented level and
the two countries are
competent to address all
issues between them,”

conference Tuesday
afternoon. The meeting
between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Chinese President Hu
Jintao in March upgraded
the bilateral ties to a new
level, Lavrov said, adding
that a series of meetings
will further spur the
Russia-China coope-
ration in energy, ma-

transportation.

Moreover, he called
for the stronger energy
cooperation among the
member states of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organization(SCO),asix-
member regional coo-
peration organization.

“A magjor task of SCO
isto step up the economic
and trade cooperation in
the region,” Lavrov ac-

.

——
Visitors view the Mercedes Benzracing car SLR McLaren during the Seventh

Hangzhou I nternational Automobile Exhibition in Hangzhou, capital of east
China’s Zhegjiang Province, on 18 May, 2006.—I NTERNET
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knowledged.

SCO still gives
priority to tackling new
challengesandthreatsand
cracking down on three
forces of terrorism,
separatism and
extremism, he said.

Lavrov heldtalkswith
Chinese Foreign Minister
Li Zhaoxing Tuesday
morning after he attended
the SCO foreign minis-
ters’ meeting in Shanghai
Monday. Thetwo foreign
ministers signed several
agreementsand discussed
issues concerning the
border demarcation,
environmental protection,
cooperation at time of
emergency and other
issues of common con-
cern.

ey

e

A Bolivian employee at a Petrobras gas station
pumps gasin the Bolivian city of Santa Cruzdela
Sierra, on 18 May, 2006. The president of Bolivia's
state oil company YPFB Jorge Alvarado said on
Wednesday that a string of foreign firms want to
invest in the South American country’'s energy
sector despite the leftist government’s sweeping
nationalization. —INTERNET

MNA/Xinhua

Venezuela accuses US of trying to
spoil its stability

Caracas, 18 May — Venezuela on Tuesday accused the United States of
promotinga*“ pointless’ destabilization campaign againstit, sayingthat it was

not interested in buying weapons from Washington.

The accusation came
one day after the United
States decided to impose
an arms embargo on
Venezuela because of
alleged|ack of support for
counterterrorism efforts.

using the excuse of anti-
terror war to ban arms
sales to the Venezuelan
Government led by
President Hugo Chavez,
and intended to make
Venezuela incapable of

The United States was

—

il it N,

defending itself, the

Venezuelan Foreign Min-
istry said in a statement.

It accused the United
States again of preparing
to attack and isolate the
democratically-elected
governmentinVenezuela.

Venezuelan  Vice-
President Jose Vicente
Rangel also said in a
statement that his country
hed little intention to buy
USarmsasitcouldpurchase
themfromany other nations.

MNA/Xinhua

BERLING, 18 May— A German woman left her
friend asadeposit at agas station because shedid not
have enough cash to pay for her petrol, policesaid on
Wednesday.

“Shedidn’t have enough money to pay thebill, so
her friend stayed behind asahuman deposit whileshe
went to withdraw cash,” said aspokesman for police
inthesoutherntownof Muenchberg. “Unfortunately,
the woman did not return.”

Two hoursafter the 20-year-old driver | eft, thegas
stationcalledthepolice, whointerrogated thestranded
“deposit” beforereleasing her. Policeareinvestigating
the driver on suspicion of fraud. —Internet

Friend
|eft as

deposit
at gas
station

French actresses Ludivine Sagnier (L-R), Juliette
Binoche, and Aissa Maiga arrive for the screening
of ‘ParisJe T'aime' which opensthe‘Un Certain
Regard’ competition at the 59th Cannes Film
Festival, on 18 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

Laosfindsfirst
bird flu case
since 2004

Banckok, 18 May—
The H5N1 bird flu strain
has been found in a duck
in Laos, but there is no
sign that the virus is
spreading, the UN Food
and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO) said on

Wednesday.
Theisolated casein a
backyard farm 20

kilometres (12 miles)
south of Vientiane is the
first since the Southeast
Asian nation reported an
outbreak among poultry
in early 2004.
MNA/Reuters

= i
Anti-war activist Cindy Sheehan greets an anti-war rally outside the White
House in Washington, on 18 May, 2006. —| NTERNET

Four UStroopsKkilled aslragiswrangle on govt

BacHDAD, 18 M ay—A roadsidebomb near Baghdad killed four US soldiers
on Thursday and Iraqg’ sleader sfought last-minute battlesfor jobsin amuch
delayed national unity government before a parliament vote scheduled for
Saturday.

Anlragiinterpreter also | names put forward by the | in Saturday’s expected
diedintheblast northwest | variouspolitical partiesfor | parliamentary vote.
of thecapital inthetypeof | the posts already broadly Hundredsof peopleare

violence Washington
hopesagrand coalition of
Shi’ites, SunnisandKurds
will start to tackle after
five months of stalemate.

Prime Minister-de-
signate Nuri al-Mdliki is
juggling with a host of

allocated to them, nego-
tiators said.

Factional fighting
within Maliki’s own
Shi’ite Alliance bloc and
others was complicating
the task of appointing
ministersto be confirmed

killed every month in
Baghdad alone, their
bodies turning up often
handcuffedand mutilated.
Tens of thousands of
peoplehavea sofledtheir

homesin fear.
Internet
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Russian FM says negotiation only
way to solve [ran N-issue

Moscow, 18 May—
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said on
Wednesday that
negotiation was the only
waytosolvelran’ snuclear
issue and expected the
Central Asian state to
respond “constructively”
toanew offer that the key
European Union (EU)
nations will present.

It is necessary to
involve Iran in dialogue,
and the sides “agreed to
continue mutually
advantageous talks,”
Lavrov said, referringtoa
meeting of foreign
ministers from six major
countriesin New York on

8 May, the ITAR-TASS
news agency reported.

The EU isset to offer
a cooperation ded in its
latest bid to find a
diplomatic solution to
Iran'snuclearissue. Three
major European powers
— Britain, France and
Germany — areconsider-
ing supplying Iran with a
light-water nuclear reactor
as part of the deal to
persuade Teheran to give
up its controversial
nuclear programme,
diplomats in Vienna said
on Tuesday.

“Such proposals are
being prepared. We hope
that Iran will respond

constructively. Thisisthe
only way to settle the
situation,” Lavrov said
after talks with his
Sudanese counterpart
Lam Akoal.

“I'm pleased that
certainstateswhosepolicy
wasaimedatisolatinglran
and imposing sanctions
haveagreedtoenter direct
talks with Iran over its
nuclear programme,” he
said.

The EU wants to
convince Teheran to
abandon its uranium
enrichment activities and
curb its heavy-water
nuclear reactor program-
me.—MNA/Xinhua

Yellow Tang and Blue Palett Surgeon fish pick fishbait packed ball, looking

like playing soccer on a football field shaped fishtank at the Hakkeijima Sea

Paradise aquarium in Yokohama, suburban Tokyo, on 18 May, 2006. If the

forecasts are to be believed, Japan’s playersin next month’s World Cup are
small fish in a big pond.—INTERNET

View of Venezuela’ sAmuay 0|I refinery at daybreak in Punto Fijo, 545km
(340 miles) west of Caracas, on 18 May, 2006. —I NTERNET

USresearchersfind 18th century
British warships

NewprorT(Rhode
Island), 18 May —Four
ships from a British fleet
used during the US
Revolutionary War have
been found off Rhode
Island, and one may be

the vessel 18th century
explorer Captain James
Cook sailed on his epic
voyage to Australia,
archaeologists said on
Tuesday.
Rwearchers with the
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Jurong Island in Singapore, on 18 May, 2006. Oil
ebbed to a five-week low just above $68 a barrel on
Thursday on signs that high energy costs were
firing inflation and dampening demand in top

consumer the United

States. —INTERNET

Rhode Island Marine
Archaeology Projectsaid
they believe the four
ships, and two others
previously discovered,
are part of a 13-vessel
transport fleet inten-
tionally sunk by the
British in Newport
Harbour in 1778 to keep
Frenchshipsfromlanding
to aid the Americans'
drive for independence.
Using historical
materials and sonar, the
archaeol ogists discovered
the ships in Narragansett
Bay, within a mile
(kilometres) of Newport,
RhodeIsland’ sshoreline.
Divers found ballast
piles about 30 feet (9 to
11 metres) underwater,
with the ship’s keel and
other parts embedded in
the sea floor. They also
found at least one
cannon, an anchor with
a 16-foot (4.9-metre)
shank and a cream-
coloured fragment of an
18th-century British
ceramic teapot.
MNA/Reuters

USto monitor behaviour
at more alrports

WASHINGTON,18
May—The us
Transportation Security
Administrationwill soon
use more behavioural
profiling at American
airports to detect
suspicious activity, atop
official ssidon Thursday.

TSA Director Kip
Hawley said the agency
would expand a
pilot programmethat has
trained officers to
observe passengers’
behaviour currently at
about a dozen airports.
He said it will be
expanded after the
summer travel rush.

“We are looking at
expanding ... as another
layer of security,”
Hawley said. “We have
been very pleased with
its effectiveness. We
expect it to be an
important part of our
security going forward.”

TSA officials would
not identify which
“highest risk” airports
will be included in the
expanded program.

The programme

Richard Godin (C), a San Francisco | nternational
Airport security guard, takes a lighter from an
airline passenger at a security checkpoint in San
Francisco, recently. —INTERNET

began at Boston's Logan
International Airport —
thedeparture point for the
twohijackedairplanesthat
were crashed into the
World TradeCenter on11
September. Itisalsobeing
implemented in Miami
among other airports.
George Naccara, the
federal security director at
Logan, said the TSA
programmeismodeled on
behaviour detection
systemsusedin Israel and
some other countries.
Officers are taught to
look for abnormal
behaviour in passengers,

such as people wearing
coats when it's warm in
order to disguise bombs,
or people acting fidgety
Or nervous.

Naccara said they
look for signs of “stress,
fear and deception.” “We
associatethat with people
who aredoing something
wrong — some kind of
criminal or terrorist
intent,” he said.

The officers must be
able to differentiate be-
tween nervous travellers
and those having
something to hide, he|
added.—Internet

Vietnam says 99 fishermen

missing in typhoon

Hanor, 18 May —
Vietnam hasbeen seeking
99 fishermen missing in
Typhoon Chanchu, the
strongest on record in the
South China Sea this
month which killed 37
peoplein the Philippines,
state-run radio said on

Thursday.

The National Search
and Rescue Centre's alert
carried by the Voice of
Vietnam station said the
fishermenaboard 11 ships
last maderadio contact on
Wednesday morning as
they were some 300

kilometres (160 nautical
miles) south of Hainan
|dandonthetyphoonpath.
Vietnamhasalertedall
ships in the nearby areas
to search for the
fishermen, the state-run
radio said.
MNA/Reuters



Apple store employees try out new MacBook computers at the new Apple
retail store on Fifth Avenuein New York, on 18 May, 2006. —INTERNET
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Bolivia unveils plan to distribute

land to poor

Lapraz (Bolivia), 18 M ay — Bolivia’ sleftist gover nment on Tuesday outlined
itsplantoredistributeidlelandtopoor peasants, rulingout massexpropriations
and proposing instead the distribution of state-owned property.

The announcement
came two weeks after
President Evo Morales
nationalizedthecountry’s
energy industry, sur-
prising neighbouring
states and foreign oil
companies that had
expected to be consulted
beforeBoliviatook action.

Landreformisanother
pillar of Morales' policy

Iranian President says|ran to regect European deal

TEHERAN, 18 May—
Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
said on Wednesday that
Iran would reject a deal
with the European Union
which plans to offer
incentivesinexchangefor
Iran’s halting uranium
enrichment.

“They (EU countries)

say that they want to give
usincentives. They think
that they can take away
our goldand giveussome
nuts and chocolate in
exchange,” said Ahma-
dingjad.

“We don't need
incentives. There is no
needtogiveusincentives.
Just don’t try to wrong

Gas pipeline blown up in
Pakistan, threekilled

QueTTA (Pakistan), 18 May— Tribal militants
fighting for more autonomy blew up a natural gas
pipeline in Pakistan’s troubled southwest on
Wednesday, killingagirl and wounding her mother
and another relative, officials said.

The girl died when the 16-inch (40-centimetre)
diameter pipelinepassing near her housein DeraBugti
Town in Baluchistan Province blew up, Abdul Samad
Lasi, asenior government official in the area, said.

Inanotherincident, militantsattacked apolicestation
near Dera Bugti and killed two policemen.

Another policeman was seriously injured in a
landmine explosion in the town of Kohlu.

Baluchistan, Pakistan’s largest but poorest of four
provinces, is home to the country’ slargest gas and oil

reserves.

Baluchmilitantsresentlocal resourcesbeing usedto
benefit other regionsandreguarly blow upgaspipelines,
rail links and power pylons, and launch rocket attacks
on government buildings and Army bases in the
province. Six police commandoes were killed in a
series of landmine explosions at a training school on
theoutskirtsof theprovincial capital Quettalast week.

MNA/Reuters

us,” he stressed.

The hardline president
also said that Iran would
categorically reject in-
ternational demands for
Teheran to return to a
suspension of sensitive
uranium enrichment
work.

Ahmadinejad madethe
remarksatarallyinArak,
thecapital city of Markazi
Province, southwest of

Meanwhile, Iranian
Foreign Minister Manou-
chehr Mottaki said on
Tuesday that Iran was
open to any proposal to
resolve the nuclear issue
as long as its “legal and
inalienable rights” to
pursue nuclear energy
under the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) were recognized,
the official IRNA news

toincreasethe state' srole
in managing natural
resources, but the
government sought to
soothe landowners' fears
of arbitrary expropriations
by ruling out seizures of
productive lands.

“As long as the land
fulfills its economic and
socia function, the state
will respect it. But if it
doesn't fulfil that role, the
state will act with the
necessary force,” Vice-
President Alvaro Garcia
said.

He urged Bolivians to
discuss the proposal and
said rumours about
expropriationsor govern-
ment-backed squatting
stemmed from blackmail

by those opposed to the
“agrarian revolution”.
The first step of the
proposal involves dis-
tributing up to 5 million
hectares (12.36 million
acres) of state-owned
property to indigenous
groups and then identify
unproductiveprivateland
for possibleredistribution.
Weslthy landowners
concentrated in eastern
parts of Bolivia have
expressed concern over
the reform plans, which
fit into Morales' wider
agenda to champion the
rights of the poor,
indigenous mgjority from
where he draws his
support.
MNA/Reuters

Violin fetchesrecord $3.5m at
US auction

New York, 18 May —

Teheran. His speechwas | agency reported on | An anonymous bidder
broadcast live on state | Wednesday. paid 3.54 million US
television. MNA/Xinhua | dollars for a Stradivarius
£
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Park visitorswalk near a pink tent in Hyde Park in London, on 18 May, 2006.
Theworld' slargest travelling tent has been erected for a breast cancer
marathon that will take place on 22 May.—INTERNET

violin made in 1707 at
auction house Christie's
on Tuesday, making it the
most expensive musical
instrument ever sold at
auction, Christie’' s said.

The violin, known as
the Hammer, was made
by Antonio Stradivari in
Cremona, Italy, during his
“golden period”, when he
isbelievedtohavecrafted
his finest instruments.

Before the sale,
Christie's had estimated
theHammer’ svalueat 1.5
million US dollars to 2.5
million US dollars.

The previous record
belonged to the Lady
Tennant, a 1699 Strad-
ivarius that sold for 2.03
million US dollars at
Christie’s in April last
year. Private sales have
exceeded that price.

MNA/Reuters

Typhoon “ Chanchu” disrupts HK traffic

Hone Kong, 18 May— Typhoon Chanchu battered Hong Kong on
Wednesday causing halt of air, sea and land traffic.

The Hong Kong
Airport Authority said
that 52 incoming and
outgoing flights have
been cancelled and eight
were delayed so far due
to the weather
condition. Most of them
were on routes of the
Chinese Mainland cities.

Collapsed scaffolds,
trees and fallen objects
found in various
districts have led to
disruption of road
traffic. Some ferry
services going to out-
lying islands and the

Mainland were sus-
pended.

The strong wind
signal, No 3 isin force,
according to the Hong
Kong Observatory,
which means that winds
with mean speeds of 41
to 62 kilometres per
hour are expected.

The centre of the
typhoon was estimated
to be about 240
kilometres East-
southeast of Hong Kong
and is forecast to move
North-northeast at about
22 kilometres per hour

towards the coast of
Southeastern China, the
observatory said.

Members of the
public were asked to
take precautions of the
strong wind. Kinder-
gartens and schools for
the handicapped were
ordered by the authori-
tiesto close on Wednes-
day.

Typhoon Chanchu
killed at least 32 people
in the Philippines and
leaving thousands home-
less last weekend.

MNA/Xinhua

Air China Boeing and Airbus aircraft are seen at Beijing airport shown in
this 20 Sept, 2005 file photo. Despite increased revenue, China'sairlines
posted a combined first quarter loss of 2.14 billion yuan (US$270 million)

(211 million) dueto higher oil prices, an official newspaper said on Friday,

19 May, 2006.—INTERNET
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China, ASEAN sign declaration on
people-to-people cooperation

Beiaing, 18 May—
Non-governmental
organizations of China
and the Association of
South-East AsianNations
(ASEAN) on Wednesday
signed a declaration
vowing to step up people-
to-people cooperation.
“Thedeclarationmanifests
the common aspiration of
these organizations and
enhances their friend-
ship,” said Gu Xiulian,
vice-chairwoman of the
Standing Committee of
China's National People's
Congress.

The declaration says
non-governmental organi-

zations will step up
contacts and exchanges,
hold culture promotion
activities and enhance
trade and investment
cooperation between
China and the ASEAN
nations. The declaration
was signed after the
one-day meeting between
the Chinese People’'s
Associaionfor Friendship
with Foreign Countries
and ten non-government
ASEAN organizations.
The meeting discussed
how to play positive roles
inpromotingpolitical trust,
trade, culture and local
cooperation of China-

ASEAN partnership.
“Non-governmental
organizations serve as an
important platform to
develop China-ASEAN
ties and play an
irreplaceable role in
promoting  all-round
cooperation,” Gu said.
“Wewould liketo step
up people exchanges
throughnon-governmental
organizationsandenhance
social, economic and
cultural cooperation,
which will lay a solid
foundation for China-
ASEAN strategic part-
nership,” Gu said.
MNA/Xinhua

Uruguayan Army cadets stand in formation during Army day celebrationsin

Montevideo, Uruguay, on 18 May, 2006. —INTERNET

WHO confirmssix bird flu casesin Indonesia

JAKARTA, 18 May —
The World Health
Organization confirmed
six more human cases of
bird flu infections in
Indonesiaon Wednesday,
includingfivemembersof
a family whose case has
triggered fears of human-
to-human transmission.

“There are six
confirmations. One from
Surabaya and five from
Medan. One from Medan

is dtill alive,” said Sari
Setiogi, the WHO’'s
Indonesia spokeswoman.

Separately, Indonesia's
HealthMinistry saida12-
year-old boy died of bird
flu four days ago in
Jakarta's eastern suburb
of Bekasi, according to
local tests.

Blood samples have
been sent to a WHO-
affiliated laboratory in
Hong Kong for

confirmation, ministry
spokeswoman Lily
Sulistyowati said. Local
tests are not considered
definitive.

An outbreak of HSN1
bird flu involving about
sevenmembersof afamily
at Medan in North
Sumatra Province has
worried health agencies
around the world but a
Health Ministry officia
said on Wednesday it was
not a case of human-to-
human transmission.

“The spread was
through risk factors from
poultry or other animals.
Thereisnoproof of human
to human,” Nyoman
Kandun, director-general
of disease control, told
Reuters—MNA/Reuters

Chinatotighten Internet security

Beluing, 18 May—
China will improve a
supervision system over
its Internet security by
developing and adopting
new technologies, Xi
Guohua, Vice Minister of
Information Industry,
said Wednesday at a
conference  marking
the 38th World Telecom-
munications Day.

China faces severe
security problems in
Internet information, and
the country will enhance
its protection system of

information security and
build backup information
copies in case of emer-
gency and disaster.

ThethemefortheWorld
Telecommunications Day
is “Promoting Global
Cybersecurity”. Computer
virus, harmful information
and online crimes have
madeitcrucid for I T people
toenhancelnternet security.

In China, the Internet
has security loopholes
and vulgar contents are
common.

Supervising depart-

ments are obliged to
enhance their ability
of tackling security
accidents, said Xi. The
ministry, along with
other departments, will
put emphasis on the
development of key
technologies relating to
Internet security, hesaid.
Statistics from the
ministry show that the
number of netizensin the
country exceeded 110
million, only next to the
United States.
MNA/Xinhua

A Filipino
transvestite swallows
fireduringa
rehearsal for an
upcoming town fiesta
in Baclaran,
suburban Manila, on
18 May, 2006. This
annual town fiestais
common across the
archipelago,
featuring parlour
games, music and
beauty competitions.
INTERNET

Canadian female
soldier killed in

Afghanistan

Ot1AWA, 1I9May— A
female captain with the
Canadian Forces has
been killed serving in
Afghanistan, Canada's
Prime Minister said on
Wednesday.

Details about the
soldier'sdeath are sketchy.
Thereisno word on how
the woman died and her
name has not yet been
released. Thenewscameas
Canadianparliamentarians
are to debate and vote late
Wednesday on whether to
extend the country's
mission in Afghanistan by
two moreyears.

Malaysia sets up counselling body to

help foreign workers

KuALA LumPUR, 18 May—The Maaysian Human
Resource Ministry is setting up a counselling unit to
helpforeign employeesand employersovercometheir
problems, a senior official said on Wednesday.

The establishment of the unit came after Maaysia
and I ndonesiasigned amemorandum of understanding
on the employment of house maids last Saturday,
Malaysian Human Resource Minister Fong Chan Onn
said. Theunit will not only assist house maidsbut also
other foreign workers, he told reporters at Putrajaya,
the administrative centre of the country, after the
ministry's post- Cabinet meeting.

Foreign workers who have problems can lodge
reports to the unit, he added.

Thetermsof the memo reportedly havetaken effect
for newly- employed maids, but did not set the

maximum wage for maids.

Fong said that hisministry wasalsolooking intothe
possibility of requiring insurance companies to offer
aninsurancecoveragefor employersagainst caseslike
maids' running away. — MNA/Xinhua

Nepali woman sets new record atop
Mt Everest for 6th time

KATHMANDU, 18
May—The first Nepali
woman with a record
number of climbs, Lakpa
Sherpa, again conquered
the world's highest
peak Mt Everest for
the sixth time, Nepal
Mountaineering Associa-
tion said here on
Wednesday.

According to Ang
Tshering Sherpa,
president of the Nepal
M ountaineering Associa-
tion, Lakpa Sherpa
climbed the peak on 11
May from the North brae,
China sTibetansidealong
with her husband George
Dijmarescu as part of the
International Mt Everest

Expedition team.

She broke her earlier
record of climbing the
world's highest peak five
times, the president said.

She climbed Mt
Everest for the first time
in 2000. Then after, she
climbed the peak in 2001,
2003, 2004 and 2005.

MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese paramilitary policemen clean aroad after heavy rain in Xiamen, in

east China's Fujian Province, on 18 May, 2006. —INTERNET
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After we left the airport, Professor Dr Kyaw
Hlaand | went to our childhood friend, who was an
engineer-cum-writer. At his house, our friend and
wife treated us with Myanmar traditional food. We
were having agood conversation about nativefruits,
flowers and leaves with medical potency.

“Onion is a common food. If we peal off the
layers of an onion one by one and then put theminto
aglassof water and cover it withalidintheevening,
you can have a herbal drink with no scent the next
morning. Y ou need not worry about any side effect.
Youdrink it every day for one or two months, and it
will help gradually reducethesizeof thegall-stonein
thebladder (if you haveone). | assumethat physicians
will believe only if they see the process with their
own eyes through the ultra sound results.”

“Doctorstoobelieveinthemedicinal val uesof
onion. Theonly thingisthat we cannot find out more
aboutitspotency. Weaccept thefact that all common
foods have medicinal properties. But we cannot say
exactly thedegreeof potenciesthey haveinparticular
case.”

Thosearesomeexcerptsfromour discussions.

| gained some knowledge about the onion
from our discussions. So, | surfed the Internet to

know more about the medicinal vaues of onion
together with its potencies to cure illnesses.

| valued onion moreafter reading about itinthe
Internet. We can even cal it the kitchen doctor.
Noticeable lines in the story were “An onion a day
keeps the doctor away.” “Onions are highly
recommended for people trying to prevent
cardiovascular diseases, cancer and infections.”

For over 4000 years, onion has been used for
medical purposes. The esteemed Greek physician
Hippocrates prescribed onion as a diuretic, wound
healer and pneumoniafighter.

During World War |I, Russian soldiers used
onion to clean wounds as an antiseptic. Its smell can
fight cold as parents in the West usually wear their
children onion chain in the neck.

And throughout the ages, there have been
countlessfolk remediesthat haveascribedtheir curative
powersto onions, such as putting asliced onion under
your pillow to fight off insomnia

As Americans search for low-fat, low-salt, but
tasty meals, they're eating more onionsduring thelast
ten years - amost 18 pounds per person per year.

Because onion contains 25 active compounds
that appear to inhibit the growth of cancerous cells,

During World War 1I, Russian soldiers used
onion to clean wounds as an antiseptic. I1ts smell
can fight cold as parentsin theWest usually wear

their children onion chain in the neck.

Dr Lwin Ko

help combat heart disease, inhibit strokes, lower
blood pressure and cholesterol, and improve the
immune system. Alliums are also antibacterial and
anti-fungal, so they can help ward off colds, and
relieve stomach upset and other gastrointestinal
disorders.

Of some 25 healthy compounds contained in
onion, two stand out: sulphur and quercetin - both
being strong antioxidants.

Like garlic, onion helps prevent thrombosis
and reduce hypertension, according to the American
Heart Association.

Based on the above-mentioned facts, | would
like to urge families to use onion as a disease
prevention agent.

Smelling onion or eating sliced onion can kill
cold and headaches. Onion canbeheldintheneck for
medical purpose.

Onionsquashisgood for warding off ear pain.
Eatingalot of onion can curepneumoniaand coughs.

Onion boiled with sugar can cure child wind
colic. Onion in the gravy can also be used for the
samepurpose. Raw onionisgoodfor tonsil disorders.
Onioncanbeappliedasapainkiller ointment. Eating
raw onion can cure any kind of fever.

Inadditiontohavingvariouskindsof medicinal
potencies, onion is free from harmful agents or side
effects. Hence eating onion can keep people away
fromclinicsand dispensaries. Becauseof itsbenefits,
people may wish to grow a patch of onion at the
backyard.

Onioncangrow onevery soil. Butitthrivesmore
onsoft ground. ItsscientificnameisAlliumcepa. It can
also be caled family doctor or kitchen doctor.

(Trandation: TMT)
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displayed at a news conferencein
Tokyo 18 May, 2006 .—INTERNET

ber frightened whenever

* Do not
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased
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Matters on smooth and secureroad transport coordinated

|ndustry-2 holds
wor k coordination
meeting

Nay Pyi Taw, 19 May — Ministry of Industry-2
helditswork coordination meetingtoday at theministry
in Nay Pyi Taw and Minister for Industry-2 Maj-Gen
Saw Lwin and Deputy Minister Lt-Col Khin Maung
Kyaw and senior officials of the ministry participated
in the meeting.

At the meeting, Minister Maj-Gen Saw Lwin
urged officials concerned to step up the ministry’s
production to meet itstarget of 2006-2007 fiscal year.
The ministry reached its production target in 2005-
2006 fiscal year, said Minister Maj-Gen Saw Lwin at
the meeting. He a'so called for minimizing wastage
and for thrifty in the production of the ministry and for
anincreaseintheministry’ sincome. Director-General
of the Directorate of Myanma Industrial Planning U
Khin Maung reported on the requirements for
production in 2006-2007 fiscal year and manging
directors of the ministry on tasks to be taken for the
production target for the coming fiscal year.

Afterthemeeting, Minister Maj-Gen Saw Lwin
and Deputy Minister Lt-Col Khin Maung Kyaw
presented cash assi stancefor offspring of theemployees
of the ministry for 2006-2007 academic year and
directors-general and managing directors of the
industriesand servicesunder theministry accepted the
cash assistance. — MNA

Y aNGON, 19 May — Y angon Division Smooth
and Secure Road Transport Supervisory Committee
held a coordination meeting at Y angon Command
this evening, attended by Supervisory Committee
Chairman Y angon Division Peace and Devel opment
Council Chairman Y angon Command Commander

-

Yangon Division Peace and Development
Council Chairman Yangon Command
Commander Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win

speaking at the meeting of Yangon

Division Smooth and Secure Road

Transport Supervisory Committee.
MNA

Those attending the meeting of Yangon Division Smooth and
Secure Road Transport Supervisory Committee. — MNA

Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win. Commander
Brig-Gen Hla Htay Win gave instructions to the
officials on the arrangement for speedy conversion
into CNG buses.

Next, officials of universities and colleges

in Yangon Division, supervisory committee

members, departmental heads, chairmen of bus-
lines reported on the matters on ferries for the
universities, trafficrules, smooth transport and saf ety
of people and the completion of conversion into
CNG buses.

Regardingthereports, thecommander attended
to the needs, and the meeting ended with the
concluding remarks by the commander.

MNA

Myanmar to take part
in Asian club volleyball
championship

YanGon, 19 May — A Myanmar volleyball
team will take part in the Asian men’sclub volleyball
competition in Hanoi, Vietnam, where the matches
will be held from 21 to 29 May.

Comprising 11 players, AsiaWorld (Myanmar)
Volleybal Club team left Yangon for Hanoi this
morning.

Together with the players, the leader, Vice-
President of Myanmar Volleyball Federation U Thein
Win, coachU Nyi Nyi Lwinof Ministry of Immigration
and Population, assistant coach WO Ye Myint and
umpire Sgt Myint Htay left Y angon onthe sameflight.

The team was seen off at Y angon International
Airport by officials.

MNA

Progress of Langkho,
Dahse k River Water Pumping
Pr oject inspected

Yancon, 19 May — Chairman of Langkho
District Peaceand Devel opment Council Lt-Col Aung
Maung inspected completion of the culvert on
Langkho Bypass built by Township Public Works
and Township Development Affairs Committee in
Langkho on 10 May.

Lt-Col Aung Maung heard reports on
construction of the culvert reported by Chairman of
Township PDC U Tin Soe and engineers.

Next, the Chairman of the District PDC

Refresher Coursefor
Auxiliary Fire Brigade
concludes

YaNnGon, 19 May — The Fire Services
Department of the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement held the Refresher Course for
Auxiliary Fire Brigade No 6/2006 at Kyansittha Hall
of FSD thismorning, attended by Director-General of
FSD U Myint Tun.

Altogether 51traineesattended 4-week refresher
course.

MNA

inspected dredging of drains.

At Dahseik River Pumping Project site, he
viewed water pumping tasksof the project and supply
of water to 15 acresof summer paddy of local farmers
of Dahseik Village.

Theriver pumping station irrigates 15 acres of
summer paddy and 250 acres of summer sesame and
groundnut plantationsat Thanaung Villageof Dahseik
Village-tract. Inthe past, the station supplied water to
the farmlands by using power of diesel engines.
Thanks to supply of power from Kengtawng Hydel
Power Plant, the station irrigates 3,400 acres of
farmland all the year round for ensuring economic
growth of local farmers.

The Chairman of the District PDC viewed
thriving physic nut plantations at Dahseik Basic
Education Primary School, 15 acresof summer paddy
at Pintanaung Village and broadcasting of fertilizers
at the plantations.

At the site for construction of Chaungchauk
Creek that will link Bogyoke Aung San Road
and the bypass to Dahseik River Water Pumping
Project site, Lt-Col Aung Maung instructed
officials to build the bridge. On completion, the
bridgewill contribute towardsbetter transport for the
local people.

MNA
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Myanmar
Women' sFootball Team
isundergoingtraining to
take part in the ASEAN
Women's Champion-
ship2006tobeorganized
inHo Chin Minh City of
Vietnamfrom 29 May to
2 June.

Myanmar
Women’sFootball Team
had secured champion
trophy in the ASEAN
Women's Champion-
ship 2004. At that time,
Myanmar clinched the
champion-shiptrophy by
winning over host

qualifier match. Now,
thereareonly four teams
Thailand and invited
China (Taipel) that were
qualified for the Asian
Women's Championship
2006 —permitted to take
part in the ASEAN
Women's Championship
2006.

To achieve victory
in the competitions,
Myanmar ~ women’s
football teamformedwith
20 players is undergoing
training of Chief CoachU
Aye Kyu Gyi, Assistant

Myanmar, Vietnam, g

~\

Zin Mar One aiming the target.

Vietnamese women’s
team on penalty decision
in the final match.

After completion
of theASEAN Women's
Championship,
Myanmar women’ steam
will  continue its
participationintheAsian
Women'sChampionship
2006 to be hosted by
Australia Myanmarisin
the same group together
with two football
powerhouse  teams
Defending Champion of
the Asian Championship
North Korea and South
Koreain addition to host
Australia and Thailand.
In 2005, Myanmar
women’s team was
qualified for the
championship by besting
\(Uzbekistan in the

Coach U Tin Myo Aung
and Goalkeeper Coach U
Myo Chit. After holding
the quadripartite trials in
thelast week of March, 25
women’s players were
selected  for  the
Tentatively Selected
Myanmar Women's
Team. Afterwards, the
number of players was
reduced to 20. The 18-
player teamwill beformed
soon.

In an interview,
TeamManager Daw Myat
Myat Oo said that the
present Myanmar
Women's Team is better
than the one that
participated in the
Philippines SEA Games.
Theplayersarepractising
keenly. Myanmar istopay
attention to the matches

with Viethamese Team.
However, Myanmar will
a soplaceemphasisonthe
matches with Thai and
Chinese (Taipei) Teams.
By taking lessons from
weak and strong pointsin
the matches, Myanmar
Team will try hard to
achieve success in the
competitions.

She added that
necessary assistance will
be provided for Myanmar
Women' sTeam. Afterthe
ASEAN Women’s
Championship, the Asian
Women's Championship
will follow in July. As
Myanmar will have the
opportunity to compete
withASEAN powerhouse
teams Vietnam and
Thailand and China
(Taipei) prior totheAsian

Article: Nyi Nyi Soe Nyunt
Photos. Soe Nyunt (Kyemon)

Women'sChampionship,
the competitions will
contribute much toward
enhancement of
Myanmar  women’s
football skills. Precious
experiences in the
competitions at ASEAN
and Asian levels will
benefit Myanmar
Women's Team for
gaining achievements in
the Thai SEA Games.
Chief CoachU Aye
Kyu Gyi said that he
handlesthewomen’ steam
beginning 4 April. The
team was set up with
experienced players
together with four new
comers. He said that

<

[

Ayé Nandar Hlaing under
training.

Vietnamese players
havegoodfootball skills
and speed individualy.
And, Thai Teamwill be
a new generation. He
pledged that he will
deploy the Myanmar
Women's Teamto meet
the success by using the
best football techniques
as much as possible.
DrPandoraAung
Gyi will lead the
Myanmar Women's
Football Team together
with Team Manager
Daw Myat Myat Oo,
Secretary Daw Mi Mi
Maw, NurseDaw Myint
Myint Sein, Chief Coach
U Aye Kyu GQGyi,

Team Captain San San Maw.

Assistant Coach U Tin

Myo  Aung and
Goalkeeper Coach U
Myo Chit.
The team is
formed  with 20
tentatively selected
players —Goal keeper
May KhinYamin, Nyein
Su Zaw, Aye Aye Than,
DefendersSan SanMaw,
SanSanThein, ThidaOo,
Nayza Lin Lin Aung,
May Thu Win, Hninzi
Myint, Moe Moe Htwe,
Moe Moe Wah, Su Su
Wai, Mid-fielders Thuza
Htwe, AyeNandaHlaing,
Than Than Htwe, Nan
Kyay Mon, Forwarders
Mai Nilar Htwe, ZinMar
One, San Yu Naing and
Khin Marlar Tun.
Trandlation: TTA
(Kyemon: 18-5-2006)
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Ministry of Construction holds coor dination meeting
Yancon, 19 May — The Ministry of

Deputy Minister for Construction Brig-Gen

Fire breaks out in Taunggyi

Y aNGoN, 19 May—Thefront of awhiteHilux car

Construction held thefirst four-monthly coordination
meeting at its meeting hall on 11 May morning.

Minister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw Tun
delivered an opening address. Superintending
Engineersof Statesand Divisionssubmitted reportson
their works.

On 18 May morning, the coordination meeting
continued at theministry. Officialsof roadsand bridge
projects reported on progress of their tasks.

Myint Thein briefed the minister on mattersrelated to
construction of roadsand bridges, and Deputy Minister
U Tint Swe on spending of funds and use of heavy
machinery and construction materials.

In giving concluding remarks, the minister
called on officialsto build roads and bridges meeting
the set standard, supervise construction tasks and
practise thrifty in their construction tasks.

MNA

with a number plates D/3482 which belongs to Ko
MyintLwin,of Pyigyi Y anlonWard, Mandalay Division,
caught fire due to wire shock this morning, causing
damage worth about K 30,000. A fire broke out at the
shopof U YonKyi of MingalaU Ward, Taunggyi, Shan
Statethismorning. Thefirewhich started fromacandle
light was put under control by 85 members of the
auxiliary firebrigade. Some property worth over K 1.7
million were destroyed, —MNA
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China cracking down on
commercial bribery

Belune, 19 May —
The CPC Centra Com-
missionfor DisciplineIn-
spection on Wednesday
announced that since the
beginning of thisyear, re-
levant departments have
severely penalized public
servants who accepted
bribes in commercial ac-
tivities.

Prosecuting organs
all over the country have
received or discovered
more than 9,000 clues on
commercia corruption.
As a result, 4,367 com-
mercial corruption cases
have been put on file and
arebeing probed, and 674
cases have been taken to
the courts.

In north China’'s
Hebei Province, medical
staff in six hospitals have
been punished for accept-
ing backhanders from
commercia partners.

In south China’'s
Guangdong Province, an
official, surnamed Li,
working in the govern-
ment procurement centre

under theGuangdong Pro-
vincial Government, has
been penalize for accept-
ing bribes from business
people.

The State Food and
Drug Administration has
aroused drug and medical
machine enterprises to
jointly build an environ-
ment of fair competition.

Meanwhile, China
hasstrivedtoclampdown
oncommercia corruption
by legislative means. Its
top legislature, or the
Standing Committee of
the National People’'s
Congress(NPC), isexam-
iningthedraft anti-money
laundering law.

MNA/Xinhua

Hun Sen tells UN rights chief that
Cambodiaisno hell

PHNom PenH, 19 May
—Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sentoldthe
UN’s top human rights
official on Thursday that
rightsgroupsconsistently
misrepresented his coun-
try and government, writ-
ing it off as “hell”, his
spokesman said.

“What the govern-

ment wants is for the hu-
man rights groups to tell
the truth about the work
the government is doing,
toshow thefactsandavoid
just viewing Cambodiaas
hell,” Eang Sophalleth
quoted Hun Sen assaying.

Louise Arbour, the
UN’sHighCommissioner
for HumanRights, wasnot
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Theworld’slargest passenger plane the Airbus A380, is seen on the
tarmac after it landed at Heathrow airport near London, on 18 May,
2006. The double-decker superjumbo, designed to carry 555 passengers
but with room for more than 800, flew from Berlin to Heathrow for its
first visit to Britain.—INTERNET

availablefor comment af-
ter the meeting held six
weeks after Hun Sen dis-
missed her organizationas
a bunch of “long-term
tourists’ whodidnot know
what they were talking
about.

His outburst was
sparked by criticism by
the UN’s special human
rights envoy to Cambo-
dia, Yash Ghai, during a
visit in March.

Ghai accused Hun
Sen of violating theinde-
pendence of theimpover-
ished nation’sjudiciary.

Hun Sen, who has
refused to meet Ghai on
several occasions, told
Arbour such comments
were unacceptable, as
were any attemptsto curb
hisexecutiveauthority, his
spokesman said.

MNA/Reuters

KaTtHmaNDU, 19 May
— The District Adminis-
tration Office (DAO),
Kathmandu, issued apro-
hibitory order Wednesday
in parts of downtown
Kathmandu City effect
from Thursday, state-run
RadioNepal reported here

Afghan officersundergo training in Singapore
for illicit drug control

SicAPORE, 19 May—
A group of 15 law en-
forcement officers from
Afghanistan began their
traininginillicitdrugcon-
trol in Singapore on
Wednesday .

The training pro-
gramme on the “Total
Approach for Illicit Drug
Control” is organized by
the city state’s Central
Narcotics Bureau (CNB)
and sponsored by theMin-

istry of Foreign Affars
under the Singapore Co-
operation Programme.
CNB officials will
share knowledge and ex-
periencewiththeir Afghan
counterpartson the Singa-
pore Government’s com-
prehensive multi-pronged
approach for drug control,
which has been adopted
for the past decade.
Theapproachconsists
of tough legidlation, rigor-

ousanti-drugenforcement,
high-profile preventive
drug education, acompul-
sory treatment and reha
bilitation regime for drug
abusers, as well as conti-
nued aftercare for ex-drug

abusersto reintegrate into
society, according to Sen-
ior Minister of State for
LawandHomeAffairsHo
Peng Kee, who spoke at
the opening ceremony.
MNA/Xinhua

on Thursday.

“The DAQ, thelocal
government office, hasis-
sued an order prohibiting
any meeting, procession,
sit-in protest, strike and
the like in some public
placesof KathmanduMu-
nicipality so as to main-
tain law and order in the
capital city,” DAOsaidin
a Press statement.

>
A
)
A monkey sits on a roof of the Defence Minis-
try building in New Delhi, in October 2004. A
monkey rescued from theillegal pet tradein

Singapore was repatriated to I ndia for reha-
bilitation.—INTERNET

70-year-old Japanese climber scalesMt Everest

KATHMANDU, 19
May — A 70-year-old
Japanese climber scaled
Mt Everest on Wednes-
day, making himtheold-
est person in the world
to achieve the feat, Ne-
pal’s English newspa-
per, The Himalayan
Times, reported on
Thursday.

According to the
paper, a five-member
team including Takao
Arayama, whoisaged 70
yearsreached the summit
of the 8,848-metre moun-
tainon Wednesday morn-
ing, theorganizer, Tokyo-
based Adventure Guides
said.

Arayama was just
three days older than the
Japanese man whose
record he surpassed,
Y uichiroMiura, aprofes-
sional skier who made it
tothetop of Mt Everest
in May 2003.

Arayama, acorporate
management consultant
from Kamakura, south of

Tokyo, started climbing
mountains in his 40s and
hasalso scaled 6,194-me-
tre Mt McKinley — the
highest peak in North
America.

According to Nepali
Ministry of Culture, Tour-

ism and Civil Aviation,
four Europeans, four
Nepali citizens and an
Asian have successfully
scaled the World's high-
est peak Mt Everest on
Wednesday .
MNA/Xinhua

Nepal issues prohibitory
order in capital city

Theorder comesinto
effect from Thursday and
would not apply to festi-
vals observed at the na-
tiona level and pure cul-
tural programmes, the ra-
dio quoted the statement
assaying..

The prohibited areas
includeHattisar, JayaNe-
pal Theatre, Naagpokhari
areasand all theroad sec-
tions that encircle the
Narayanhity Royal Pa-
lace.

Likewise, the areas
around Singha Durbar,
wheremost of Nepali min-
istries including Prime
Minister’s Office and
Houseof Representatives,
state-run RadioNepal and
Nepal Television are lo-
cated, arealso declared as
prohibited zones.

“Theprohibitionwas
gpplied as per the rights
providedby thelLocal Ad-
ministration Act of Ne-
pal,” the statement said.

MNA/Xinhua

£ o

Terue| Paleontologic fondatlon workersare Worklng on the dinosaur
bone found in Barriohonda de Roviera a village close to Teruel, in
Spain, in February 2004. Fossil-hunters have uncovered the first
dinosaur remainsin Lebanon, adding precious evidence to the theory
that millions of years ago, the Middle East was covered with lush
forests where giant reptiles roamed.—INTERNET



The son of a demonstrator holds a placard agah?st bullfighting in front
of Lisbon’s Campo Pequeno Bullring on 18 May, 2006. The placard
reads“| (the bull) do not want to suffer.” —INTERNET
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Annan callsfor enhancement of
global security in cyber space

UNiTep NATions, 19
May — UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annancalled
on the world community
onWednesday toenhance
global security in cyber-
space so as to realize the
full potential of informa-
tion and communication
technologies (ICT) and
accelerate the pace of de-
velopment.

In a message mark-
ing the first World Infor-

Multilateral meeting on Iran packageto be
held next week

WASHINGTON, 19May
— Political directors of
thefive permanent mem-
bers of the United Na-
tions Security Council
and Germany will delay
a scheduled meeting on
Friday to next week to
discuss a package on
Iran’s nuclear issue, the
State Department said on
Wednesday.

“1 would expect the
political directors prob-
ably will now get together

next week, as opposed to
on Friday,” State Depart-
ment spokesman Sean
McCormack said at a
briefing.

McCormack said the
reasonfor thedelay isthat
the United Statesistrying
todiscusswithother coun-
triesboththeincentiveside
aswell asthedisincentive
sideinthepackage, trying
totalk throughnotjust step
one, but also other stepsin
the process.

The spokesman ad-
mitted that the processis
time-consumingandcom-
plicated. According to a
report by the New York
Times on Wednesday, the
European Union nations
arepreparing to offer [ran
new assistance in build-
ing a light-water reactor

for civilian use in return
for Iran's ending activi-
ties suspected of being a
cover for nuclear weap-
ons programme.
However, American
and European diplomats
havesaidthey arenot sure
that Iran will accept the
offer. — MNA/Xinhua

mation Society Day,
Annansaidthat “inanin-
creasingly interconnected
and networked world, it
has become critically im-
portant to safeguard our
vital systems and infra-
structures against attack
by cybercriminals, while
instilling confidence in
online transactionsin or-
der topromotetrade, com-
merce, banking, teleme-
dicine, e-government and
ahost of other e-applica
tions.”

He added that asthis
depends on the security
practices of each and
every networked country,
businessand citizen, peo-
pleneedtodevelopaglo-
bal culture of cyberse-
curity.

The Secretary-Gen-
eral called on all member
states and stakeholders
to help increase global

awareness of cyberse-
curity, and to develop an
international network of
initiatives and |CT-based
countermeasures to en-
hance security and build
trustintheuseof informa-
tion and communication
technologies.

“Thisisessential for
the continued growth and
development of our eco-
nomies, and especialy
important for developing
countries,” he said.

The World Summit
on the Information Socie-
ty, heldin Genevain 2003
and Tunisin2005, decided
to mark the day in re-
cognition of the Interna-
tiona Telecommunication
Union, the world's oldest
international organization,
which was founded on 17
May, 1865 and is now a
UN specialized agency.

MNA/Xinhua

———

Doses of the influenza vaccine wait to be
administered at a flu shot clinic at a phar-
macy in Boston, Massachusetts on 13 Decem-
ber, 2003. The US Centersfor Disease Con-
trol and Prevention is preparing its broadest
and most ambitious vaccination effort yet for
the coming influenza season, experts said on
Thursday.—INTERNET

Caffeine helps premature
babies breathing

New York, 19 May
— Caffeinetherapy forthe
first few daysof lifehelps
resolvebreathing difficul-
tiesin babiesborn prema-
turely, according to are-
port in this week's New
England Journal of Medi-
cine.

Caffeinebelongstoa
classof compoundscalled
methylxanthines, which
areknowntoimproveres-
piration. However, it was
unclear if such therapy
would help very preterm
infants, whose lungs are
too immature to work
properly.

Dr Barbara Schmidit,
from McMaster Univer-
sity in Hamilton, Ontario,
Canada, and colleagues
assessed the outcomes of
2006 very low birthweight
infants who were ran-
domly assigned to get in-

travenousinfusionsof caf-
feine or inactive placebo
forthefirst 10daysof life,
until breathingdifficulties
improved.

Caffeinetherapy was
associated with a 37-per-
cent reduction in the need
for supplemental oxygen.
In addition, caffeineinfu-
sionsallowed positiveair-
way pressure ventilation
to be discontinued one
week earlier.

While encouraging,
the results represent only
short-term outcomes,
which are inadequate to
assesstheoverall risksand
benefitsof neonatal inter-
vention, the researchers
warn.— MNA/Reuters

Pentagon 9/11 video
released for first time

WASHINGTON, 19
May— Video tapes
showing aplanecrashing
into the Pentagon on 11
September, 2001, wasre-
leased for the first time
Tuesday, CNN television
reported.

The Pentagon re-
leased tapes showing
American Airlines Flight
77 striking its headquar-
ters outside Washington
to Judicial Watch, apub-
lic interest group that re-
quested the video.

The video is now
available on the group’s
website.

The Pentagon attack
killed 184 people, includ-

ing 53 passengers and six
crew members on board
American Airlines Flight
77, and 125 military and
civilian personnel inside
the building.

Judicial Watch said
the video will dispel the
so-called “conspiracy
theory” which claimsthat
theaircraft wasshot down
inflight, and that the Pen-
tagonwasstruck by amis-
sile.

The crash came
shortly after two other hi-
jackedairlineswereflown
into thetwin towersat the
World Trade Center in
New York.

MNA/Xinhua

Former Bush campaign official
sentenced to prison

CONCORD (New
Hampshire), 19May — A
senior officid inUS Presi-
dent George W Bush's
reclection campaign was
sentenced to 10 monthsin
prison on Wednesday for
hisroleinsuppressingvotes
inakey US Senaterace, a
scandal that Democrats
charge may involve the
White House.

JamesTobin, 45, one
of three Republican cam-

paign operatives con-
victedinaphone-jamming
scheme designed to keep
New Hampshire Demo-
cratsfromvotingina2002
election, was convicted
in December of two
telephone harassment
charges.

Prosecutors had
asked for atwo-year sen-
tence. US District Judge
Steven Auliffe described
the crime as “extremely

serious’ andathreat tothe
US political tradition of
free and fair elections.
“Peopleinyour posi-
tion need to know they
cannot do these things
and if they do the conse-
guencesarevery, very se-
rious,” hesaidinhanding
down a sentence harsher
than the six monthshome
detention and community
servicesought by Tobin's
lawyer.— MNA/Reuters

Chinese tourists from Jilin brave the wind and rain to take photos on
Shanghai’s historic Bund area. Typhoon Chanchu slammed into
China’s southeastern coast, killing 16 people and forcing the evacua-
tion of more than one million residents, astorrential rains and winds
caused landslides and flooding.—I NTERNET
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Myanmar
Building
A MODERN STATE

Avallablc at
] Sarpay Beikman Book Shop.No. 529.531, Merchant Street, Yangon

] News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

# Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.
IMustrated with colourful photographs.

Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:
The Beautiful Land,
Economy,
Infrastructure,
Social Setting,

International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00 per copy

W 381448,24903]

Yangon B: 294306

29injured
in road mishap
in mid-western
Nepal

KATHMANDU, 18 May
— At least 29 persons
were wounded on
Wednesday in a bus
accident in mid-western
Nepal, District Police
Office (DPO) said here
Thursday.

“At least 29 people
were injured when a
passenger bus they were
travelling in met with
an accident at Tribhu-
vannagar Townof Baraiya
District, some 700
kilometres west of
Kathmandu,” DPO, a
local policeoffice, saidin
a Press statement.

All of theinjured are
undergoing treatment in
local hospitals. Of the
injured, some 12 are in
critical condition, the

TRADE MARK CAUTION

MATSUSHITA ECO-
LOGY SYSTEMS CO.,
LTD, a Jupanese corporation
of 4017 Aza Shimonakata,
Takaki-cho, Kasugai, Aichi,
Tapan,is the Owner of the
following Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 1654/1993
in respect of “Various kinds
of electrical goods such as

fans, ventilation fans, duct
fans, air cleaners, roof fans,
air curlains, circulators and
air conditioners”,

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin

MA HGP,DBL,

for MATSUSHITA
ECOLOGY SYSTEMS
CO., LTD.
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MNA/Xinhua Dated: 20 May 2006
Suicide attack on car of UN Afghan mine agency

KANDAHAR (Afgha-
nistan), 18 May— A
suicide attacker in
Afghanistanrammed acar
packed with explosives
into a vehicle of a UN
mine-clearing agency on
Wednesday, killing him-
self and wounding the
agency driver, policesaid.

Theattack, thelatest
in a string of suicide and
roadside bomb blasts

blamed on the Taleban,
occurred on the road
betweenthemainsouthern
town of Kandahar and its
airport.
"Thesuicideattacker
killed himself but thank
God, no one else got
killed," provincia police
chief Abdul Mdlik told
Reuters. "The driver was
slightly wounded," he
said. — MNA/Reuters

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV PACIFIC EXPRESSVOY NO (261)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV PACIFIC
EXPRESSVOY NO (261) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21.5.2006 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will
lie at the consignee’ s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.
Noclaimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: ADVANCE CONTAINER LINES
(PTE)LTD
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV XIANG FA VOY NO (6029W)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV XIANG FA
VOY NO (6029W) are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 22.5.2006 and cargo will be dis-
chargedintothepremisesof M.I.Pwhereitwill lieat the
consignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothebyelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto 4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: CHINA SHIPPING (MALAYSIA)
AGENCY SDN BHD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Thebest timeto plant at

The second best timeis now.

ree was twenty year s ago.
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German study doubts sugar cane
extract as cholesterol treatment

WasHINGTON, 18 May — A German study has found that the dietary
supplement policosanol, which ismadefrom sugar cane, worksnobetter than
dummy pillsin reducing bad cholesterol.

In the 12-week trial,
143adultswithhighLDL
cholesterol weregivenup
to 80 milligrammes of
policosanol per day or a
dummy pill, and the
results showed no
meaningful difference.

“Our results suggest
that (policosanol) is
devoid of clinically
relevant lipoprotein-
lowering properties,” lead
author Heiner Bertold of
theUniversity of Cologne,

Germany, said in
Tuesday’s Journal of the
American Medical Asso-
ciation.

He didn’t rule out
the possibility that
policosanol might be
effective in other ethnic
peoples.As the new
findings contradict the
positiveresultsfrommany
previous studies, Bertold
said more independent
studies are needed to
verify the effect of

policosanol in reducing
cholesterol.
Policosanol, which
was originally popular as
a natural way to reduce
cholesterol in Cubaandis
now marketed in more
than 40 countries, is a
combination of acohols
usually made from the
waxy coating on sugar-
cane. Other sourcesof the
ingredient include wheat
ferm, rice, bran and
beeswax.— MNA/Xinhua

-

Vodafone's new 905SH mobile phones are displayed at a news conferencein
Tokyo, on 18 May, 2006. Japan’s Softbank Corp said on Thursday it and
Vodafone Group Plc have agreed to set up a joint venture and jointly develop

and procure mobile phones and content. —INTERNET

Heart diseaserisk factors may bring on menopause

New York, 18 May — Women with more risk factors for cardiovascular disease tend to enter
menopauseear lier than women without car diovascular risk factor s, accor dingtoan analysisof datafrom

the Framingham Heart Study.

Dr Yvonne T van der
Schouw, from Utrecht
University in  the
Netherlands, and collea-
gues evaluated data from

Staff display* LargePlaneTrees , amaster pieceby Vincent Van Goghin B

the records of 695 women
who were pre-menopausa
at study entry in 1948 and
whoreached natural meno-
pause after at least two

biennia examinations.
Thewomenrangedin
age from 34 to 55 years
when they enrolled in the
study, and their age at

~
gjing,on

18 May, 2006. Thisisthefirst timethe master pieceby Van Gogh isshown in China.

Threeoil paintingsbytheDutch artistwill bedisplayedtogether with worksby Claude

Monet and Pablo Picasso, which are on loan from the Cleveland Museum of Artin
the US, China Daily reported. Picture taken on 18 May, 2006.—INTERNET

Chinato set up recycling bases
for electronic wastes

Belang, 18 May — Chinais planning to set up
recycling bases for electronic wastes, an official with
the Ministry of Information Industry said Tuesday.

Waste electric home appliances, deserted mobile
phones and batteries bring heavy pollution to the
environment and people’'s life, said the official who
asked not to beidentified.Chinawould makeaplan of
electronic waste recycling and set up such bases in
several regions, theofficial said. Hedid not tell when
the bases would be finished.

Investmentintherecycling projectswouldbemainly
fromprivateinvestors, andthegovernmentwouldalso
give some financia support, the official added.

Electronicwasterecyclingisblank in Chinaand the
new projects would boost a new industry, said the
official.Aselectronic productsdevel opvery fast, more
and more of them are being replaced by new ones.
Deserted computers, handsetsand soon heavily pollute
the environment. —MNA/Xinhua

menopause was 38 to 58
years. If the women were
smokers at age 43, they
began menopause an
averageof 1.6yearsearlier
than non-smokers, the
investigators found.
Similarly, each 20-point
increased in cholesterol
level before menopause
was associated with a
0.14-year earlier onset of
menopause, the team
reports in the Journal of
the American College of
Cardiology.

Women with higher
blood pressure also had a
younger ageat menopavse
onset. Women who either
gained or lost weight
duringthepremenopausal
period had asignificantly
earlier age of onset.

MNA/Reuters

Hollywood producer pleads guilty to TV scam

Los AnGELES,18 May — A Hollywood producer who claimed he was
creating a TV show about the Department of Homeland Security pleaded

Qing emperor’s
260-year-old
garden restored in
forbidden City

guilty on Tuesday to swindling dozens of investor s out of millionsof dollars.

Joseph Medawar, 44, spent much of
the 3.4 million US dollars he raised
from about 50 people on luxury cars
andaBeverly Hillsmansionfor himsel f
and the woman billed as the future star
of the show “DHS", according to court
papers. Medawar, whowasarrested | ast
September, pleaded guilty to federal
charges of conspiracy to commit wire
fraud and tax evasion in apleabargain
that involved prosecutors dropping
money laundering and other charges.

He could face up to 10 years in
prison when heis sentenced in August
in US District Court in Los Angeles.

Inprintand radiointerviewsin 2004
and 2005, Medawar fal sely claimed that
“DHS” had the endorsement of

President George W. Bush and then
Homeland Security Secretary Tom
Ridge, and that he had more than two-
dozen episodesin post-production.
Only one episode was ever shot and
only after Medawar became aware that
he was being investigated by the FBI. A
supposed trailer shown to investors was
only a compilation of clips from action
movies, prosecutorssaid. Prosecutorssaid
Medawar spent 23,000 US dollars to
option a script  written by Cdifornia
Republican Representative Dana
Rohrabacher. Rohrabacher said in a
statement earlier this year that he
introduced M edawar to somegovernment
officialstogivehimanaccuratepictureof
homeland security. — MNA/Reuters

Beang, 18 May — A
260-year-old imperial
garden, once the favourite
of Emperor Qianlongof the
Qing Dynasty (1644-1911)
and ruined by araging fire
some80yearsago, hasbeen
restored through afive-year
restoration effort.

Thisisthefirstrestoration
projectwithintheForbidden
City, thepaaceof theMing
and Qing dynasties (1368
1911), since the end of the
Qing Dynasty in 1911.

The restoration of the
Garden of the Palace of
Established Happinesswas
funded by the Hong Kong-
based ChinaHeritage Fund
atacostof nearly 100million
yuan(about12.5millionUS
dollars)— MNA/Xinhua

Actress Kaylee DeFer arrives at the FOX
Broadcasting Company UpFront, on 18 May,
2006, in New York.—INTERNET
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Dutch prosecutor s open
fraud probe

AwmsteErRDAM,19 May — Dutch prosecutorssaid on
Thursday they were investigating possible soccer
fraud in the Netherlands.

DeTelegraaf newspaper reported prosecutorswere
investigating possible match-fixing and the bribery of
players. A prosecutors spokeswoman declined to
elaborate on details of the investigation.

"Theinvestigationisfocusingonfraudanditisstill
inan early stage. Giving too many detailswould wake
upcertainpeople," shesaid. Shedeclinedto say which
clubs were being investigated and in which leagues
they played.

De Telegraaf said the probe was initiated after
prosecutors discovered that some players spending
was not in line with their income.

Thedirector of theDutchfootball federationKNVB,
Henk K esler, wel comedtheinvestigation, saying pros-
ecutors had already spent six weeks investigating
possibleembezzlementinthetoptwodivisions, Dutch
news agency ANP reported.

"The truth should come out,” ANP quoted Kesler
astelling reporters. Kesler did not rule out the possi-
bility that illegal practices existed in Dutch profes-
sional football.— MNA/Reuters

Norwegian referee admitserror in Champions L eague final

OsLo,19May —Norwegian referee TerjeHaugehasadmitted makingamistakeby blowingtoo early
for afoul by Arsenal goalkeeper JensL ehmann and denying Bar celonatheopening goal in Wednesday's

Champions L eaguefinal.

"I must admitthat | was
alittle early out with that
whistle but | was terribly
focused on what was hap-
pening," Hauge told
Thursday's Norwegian
tabloid Verdens Gang af-
ter Barca were crowned
European championswith
a 2-1winin Paris.

"The keeper took the
man and the whistle blew
without my usingany time
toseewheretheball rolled
next," he said.

Hauge blew for a foul
in the 18th minute after
German keeper Lehmann,
whowasimmediately sent
off, brought down Barca's
Camroon striker Samuel
Eto'o on the edge of the
penalty area.

Forward Ludovic
Giuly thoughthehad given
Barca the lead when he
put the loose ball into an

empty net but Hauge had
already given afree kick
before dismissing Leh-
mann.

"It was a bit of an un-
lucky situation, but | must
stand for what | did. |
should maybehavewaited
and waited, but that'show
thingsarefor arefereeto-
day," added Hauge.

Hehad comeunder fire
from Arsenal captain
Thierry Henry and coach
Arsene Wenger after the
match at the Stade de
France for favouring the
Spanish champions.
Wenger was particularly
incensed about Eto'o's
equalizer, which he
claimed was offside.

The day before the
match Hauge'scompatriot
OleHermannBorganwas
replaced asalinesmanfor
thefinal after posing for a
newspaper picture wear-
ing aBarcelonashirt. His
"thoughtless and stupid”
gesture caused uproar in
the British Press.

MNA/Reuters

Brazilian soccer legend Pele holds copies of his book titled ‘ Pel - The
Autobiography’ during a presentation at a central London’s bookstore on 18
May, 2006. Pele, who scored over a 1000 career goals, said he was looking
forward to seeing some of the world’s best strikersin this summer’s World
Cup finalsin Germany. —INTERNET

Italian tax police search Juve offices,
players homes

Turin (Italy), 19 May — Italian tax police searched the offices of soccer
championsJuventus, already reeling from allegationsof match-fixing, and the
homes of two of their top playerson Thursday.

Police entered Juve's
HQ as part of an investi-
gationintotheclub'sdeal-
ingsinthetransfer market
and alsovisited thehomes
of Swedish striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovicandltaly cap-
tain Fabio Cannavaro, an
investigative source told
Reuters.

Transcripts of tel-
ephone conversations of
Juventusgeneral manager
Luciano Moggi discuss-
ing thesigningsof thetwo
players have been pub-
lished in Italian newspa-
pers. Neither Ibrahimovic
nor Cannavaro are under
investigation by authori-
ties.

Magistrateshaveplaced
Juve's chief executive of-
ficer Antonio Giraudoand
Moggi, who resigned last
week, under investigation
on suspicion of false ac-
counting relating to the
club'stransfer dealings.

Investigativesourcesin
Naplessaid the police had
visited the home of
Moggi'ssonAlessandroas
part of a probe into the
operations of his soccer

management company
GEA World.

In a statement,
Juventus confirmed the
police search of their of-
fices was taking place.
The source said that po-
licewerealsovisiting the
personal residences of
Moggi. Juventus denied
Giraudo's home had been
visited.

Juventus shares were
down8.22per centat 1.35
euros by 1217 GMT,
against a0.22 per cent dip
in the overall market.

The club, winner of
theltalian leaguetitle for
the second year running
on Sunday, haslost more
than 40 per cent of its
valuesinceMay 9, before
theboardresigned, andis
now worth about 165.7
million euros (213.7 mil-
lion US dollars).

The Turin investiga-
tion is one of several to
have rocked the world of

Italianfootbal | thismonth.
In Naples, 41 people
including officials of sev-
eral clubs, referees and
Football Federation ex-
ecutives are under inves-
tigation for suspected
match-fixing.
Thepresidentandvice-
president of Italy'sfedera-
tionresignedlastweek and
it was put under emer-
gency administration.
Administrator Guido
Rossi, the 75-year-old
former head of the stock
market regulator, spent
2-1/2 hours with Naples
magistrates on Thursday.
Judicial sources said that
themeeting had discussed
how and when investiga-
tors would pass on docu-
ments to the federation.
Officials from six-times
European champions AC
Milan, Lazio and
Fiorentina are also under
investigation by magis-
trates—MNA/Reuters

Dutch crew member diesin

Berbatov turned down Man

Volvo Ocean Race

AwmsTERDAM, 19 May
— A Dutch sailor in the
Volvo Ocean Race died
on Thursday after being
swept overboard from the
yacht ABN Amro Two,
race organizers said.

TheVolvoOceanRace
said on its website that
HansHorrevoets, 32, was
washed overboard early
on Thursday as the boat
was sailing in five-metre
seas some 1,300 miles of f
the British coast.

The crew immediately
turned the boat around,
took the sails down and
mounted asearch-and-res-
cueeffort. Horrevoetswas
located and lifted back on
board.

However, despite the
efforts of crew members
under the direction of
medical adviserstoresus-
citate him, Horrevoets
failedtoregainconscious-
ness.

"Weareall devastated
by the events that took
placethismorning and all
our thoughtsarefor Hans'
family," said skipper
SebastienJosse" Through-
out thewholeMOB (man
overboard) procedure the
wholecrew handledthem-
selvescalmly, profession-
aly and with the utmost
maturity. It is with deep
regret that we were
unable to resuscitate
Hans."—MNA/Reuters

Utd tojoin Spurs

Soria, 19 May — Bulgariastriker Dimitar Berbatov
saysheturned down an offer from Manchester United
to join Tottenham Hotspur after talking to manager
Martin Jol.

The 25-year-old, who has agreed a four-year deal
withthePremier Leagueclub subjecttoawork permit,
is leaving Bayer Leverkusen for a fee of 16 million
euros (20.49 million US dollars).

"| canreveal now that | had an offer from Manches-
ter United and everyoneknowswhat it meansbut after
talking to Martin several times | decided to choose
Spurs," he said on Thursday.

"We (the player and his agent) went to see
Tottenham's match against United last month and
afterwards| met Martin. It was our first meeting but |
realized that he's avery special man."

"I'm glad I'll have the chance to work with him...
many people have told me heisabrilliant manager."

Thestriker, handed the number nine shirt at White
Hart Lane, also told a news conference he is keen to
show that heisworth the money Spursare paying for
him.— MNA/Reuters

Australian Socceroo fans watch members of the

team during a farewell event in Sydney, Australia,

on 19 May, 2006. The event was thelast chance for

Sydney fansto farewell their team before they go to
the World Cup in Germany. —INTERNET
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EU investigator says CIA admitsillegal renditionsin Europe

BrusseLs, 19 May — A European Union (EU) investigator said on Wednesday that sourcesin the
United StatesCentral Intelligence Agency (ClA) had admitted that 30to 50 renditions’ had taken place
in Europe, Belgian media reported.

A source also told
European Parliament
members charged with
probing alleged CIA pri-
sons in Europe that the
CIA indeed operated se-
cretsitesin Europe, Asia

and Africa, EU parlia-
mentary  rapporteur
Giovanni Claudio Fava
told reporters in Stras-
bourg, France.

“More than one
source in the CIA — in-

deedauthoritative sources
— told usthat between 30
and 50 people have been
transported by extraordi-
nary rendition, notinclud-
ing people arrested and

taken to Guantanamo
Bay,” Fava said of what
the Parliament committee
had heard duringiitstripto
Washington last week.
MNA/Xinhua

at 11:45 am).

Asdleep in Jesus
Mrs. B. Ross
(Retired Primary Assistant Teacher)
Aged (70)

Mrs. Beatrice Ross, daughter of late Mr. P.D.
Paul (Headmaster), loving wife of late Mr. A.E. Ross
(A.T.C.O.IIl) Mingaladon Airport, mother of Mrs.
Rosalind HlaMyint (a) Daw Lwin Lwin Aung (Shwe
Padamyar Co.), late Mr. John Ross, late Mr. Solomon
Ross, late Mrs. Suganthi Edwards, Mr. James Paul
Ross (a) WinKyaw MinTun (M.V TA YAN). grand-
mother of Grace HlaMyint (a) MyaMyaAung, Betsy
HlaMyint (8) Win Win Moe and |ate Robina Edwards
(a) Soe Myat Nwe fell asleep in Jesus on 19-5-2006
(Friday) at 3:00 am and will be cremated on 20-5-2006
(Saturday) at : the funera service will be at ST.
GABRIEL’S (S.P.G) Church No 66, Shwe Dagon
Pagoda Road, Dagon Township on 20-5-2006 (Satur-
day) at 11:00 am then the remains will be cremated at
Htain Bin Cemetery. (The buses will leave the church

Bereaved Family

A nurse wears a mask at a hospital to protect
against infections. One of today’ s most worri-
some health threats, the hospital superbug,
will be put to the sword if a new antibiotic
unveiled on Thursday passesteststotakeit out
of the lab and into the pharmacy.—INTERNET
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

[ WEATHER ]

Friday, 19 May, 2006

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thunder-
showershavebeenwidespreadinY angonand Taninthayi
Divisions, scatteredinBagoDivision, isolatedinRakhine,
Kayah and Kayin States, Ayeyawady and Magway Divi-
sionswith locally heavyfall in Taninthayi Division and
weather has been partly cloudy in the remaining areas.
Day temperatures were (3°C) to (4C°) above normal in
Kachin, Rakhine and Shan States, Magway and upper
Sagaing Divisions, (3°C) below normal in Mon Stateand
Yangon Division, (7°C) below norma in Taninthayi
Division and about normal in the remaining areas. The
significant day temperatures were Monywa and Minbu
(40°C) each. The noteworthy amounts of rainfalls re-
cordedwereL ounglon(6.58) inches, Dawei (4.05) inches,
Kawthoung (3.43) inches, Myeik (2.68) inchesand Pyay
(0.87) inch.

Maximum temperature on 18-5-2006 was 86°F.
Minimum temperature on 19-5-2006 was 69°F. Relative
humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 19-5-2006 was (84%).
Total sunshine hours on 18-5-2006 was (1.1) hours
approx.

Rainfalls on 19-5-2006 were (0.08) inch at
Mingaladon, (0.04) inch at Kaba-Ayeand (0.43) inch at
Central Yangon. Total rainfals since 1-1-2006 were
(8.82) inches at Mingaladon, (9.29) inches at Kaba-Aye
and (9.49) inches at Central Yangon. Maximum wind
speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (8) mph from South-
east at (09:30) hours MST on 19-5-2006.

Bay inference: MonsoonisstrongintheAndaman
Seaand moderate inthe South Bay and weather is partly
cloudy inthe Central Bay and generally fair elsewherein
the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 20-5-2006: Rain
or thundershowers will be widespread in Mon State,
Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions, scattered in Kayin,
Rakhine and Southern Shan States, Bago Division, iso-
lated in Kachin, Kayah States and Ayeyawady Division
withlikelihood of isolated heavyfallsin Taninthayi Divi-
sion and weather will be partly cloudy in the remaining
areas. Degree of certainty is (80%).

Stateof thesea: Squallswithmoderatetoroughsea
arelikely at timesoff and along Deltaic, Gulf of Mottama,
Mon-Taninthayi Coast. Surfacewind speedinsquallsmay
reach (35) to (40) mph. Seas will be slight to moderate
elsawhere in Myanmar Waters.

Outlook for subsequent twodays: Likelihood of
advancement of southwest monsoon over Deltaic area.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areas for 20-5-2006: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areas for 20-5-2006: Some rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areasfor 20-5-2006: Partly cloudy.

Weather outlook for last weekend of M ay 2006:
During the coming weekend, weather will be partly
cloudy in Nay Pyi Taw and Mandalay Division and rain
or thundershowers will be widespread in Y angon Divi-
sion.
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Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries
holds coord meeting

Yancon, 19 May
— A coordination meet-
ing of the Ministry of
Livestock and Fisheries
was held at the meeting
hall of theministry inNay
Pyi Taw on 16 May

evening, with an address |

by Minister for Livestock
and Fisheries Brig-Gen
Maung Maung Thein.
Director-General
U Maung Maung Nyunt
of Livestock Breeding
and Veterinary Depart-
ment reported on breed-
ing tasks of the nation,
production of meat and
prevention against bird
flu disease, and Director-
General U Than Tun of
Fisheries Department on
production of fish and
prawn, collection of vari-

ous kinds of tax, and re-
leasing of fish speciesinto
lakes.

Director-General
U Myint Shwe of Apicul-

Minister for Livestock and Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein addresses the coordination meeting

of the ministry. — mMNA

ture Department pre-
sented reports on manu-
facturing of honey and
honey products and pol-
lination tasks, General

Manager Dr Than Shwe
of Livestock, Feedstuff
and Dairy Enterprise on
production of meet, egg
and pharmaceutical ma-

terials, and Rector of
University of Veterinary
Science Dr Myint Thein
on academic matters of
the university.

Themeetingended
with concluding remarks
by Minister Brig-Gen
Maung Maung Thein.

MNA
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Y AnGoN, 19May
— Sixty-eight mem-
bers of Shwegu Town-
ship National League
for Democracy in
BhamoDistrict, Kachin
State, resigned of their
own accord from the
party by sending their
resignation letters to
NLD (HQ) and local
authorities concerned.
On7May, they went to
Shwegu  Township
Multiparty Democracy
General Election Sub-
commissionand handed
over their resignations.

Present on the
occasion were the
chairman of the town-
ship Sub-commission,
law officer, judge, head
of Township Immigra-
tion and National Reg-
istration Department

NLD, ignoring national interest,
walked out of National Convention as
its demands for wielding influence on

the convention were not met

Shwegu Township NLD

members resign

and those who resigned
from NLD.
Attheceremony U
Wai Lwin, member of
Saikon Ward NLD Or-
ganizing Committee, ex-
plained why they had re-
signed fromtheparty. He
saidthey had lost interest
and faith in NLD asit is
resorting tovariousways
to harming the State pay-
ing much emphasis on
serving its self-interest
and grabbing power. All
can witnessthat the gov-
ernment alongside the
people are striving day
in, day out for the devel-
opment of the State. He
said they joined the party
with the aim of doing
party politicswithsincer-
ity and serving locals'
interest. At first, NLD
attended the National

Convention, which isthe
lifeblood of the State. But
later, the NLD, ignoring
the national interest,
walked out of theNational
Convention as its de-
mands to wield influence
on the convention were
not met. For the good of a
handful of people, NLD
iscommitting subversive
acts that can jeopardize
the interest of the State
and the people in collu-
sion with some foreign
countries and under-
ground and aboveground
elements. With the gov-
ernment’s adoption of
‘national reconciliation
policy’, al parts of the
country including Kachin
State are now enjoying
peaceand stability. U Wai
Lwin said they all re-
signed from NL D asthey

N

no longer have faith in
theparty, whichismuch
hungry for power and
self-centred.

Later, U Soe
Myint, member of
Shwegu Township
MyogonWard NLD pre-
sented resignation letters
of the 68 members and
office equipment to the
chairman of Shwegu
Township  Multiparty
Democracy Genera Elec-
tion Sub-commission.

Sixty-seven NLD
membersincludingexecu-
tives of Shwegu Town-
ship NLD submitted their
resgnation letters to
Shwegu Township Sub-
commisonon4May and
now isthesecondtimefor
the NLD membersin the
same township to resign
from the party. — MNA

Weather Forecast for

(20-5-2006)

Nay Pyi Taw & neighbouring areas
Partly cloudy.

Yangon & neighbouring areas
Some rain or thundershowers. Degree of cer-
tainty is (80%).

Mandalay & neighbouring areas
Partly cloudy.

y

INSIDE

* | valued onion more after
readingaboutitinthelnternet.
We can even call it thekitchen
doctor. Noticeable linesin the
story were “An onion a day
keeps the doctor away.”
“Onions are highly reco-
mmended for people trying to
prevent cardiovascular
diseases, cancer and
infections.”

* For over 4,000years, onion has
been usedfor medical purposes.
The esteemed Greek physician
Hippocrates prescribed onion
asadiuretic,woundhealer and
pneumonia fighter.

Pace 7
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