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YANGoN, 18 May — At the invitation of Mini-
ster for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win, Under-Secre-
tary-Genera for Political Affairsof theUnited Nations
Mr lbrahim A Gambari arrived at Yangon Interna-
tional Airport viaSingapore by Silk Air thismorning.

He was welcomed by Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs U Nyan Win, Minister for Science and Techno-
logy U Thaung, Director-General U Kyaw Kyaw of
Protocol Department, Director-General U Win Mraof
International Organizations and Economics Depart-
ment, Permanent Representative of the Union of
Myanmar to the United Nationsin New Y ork U Kyaw
Tint Swe and officials from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

UN Under-Secretary-General Mr lbrahim A
Gambari was accompanied by Director Mr Michael C
Williamsand Deputy Director MsBeng Y ong Chew of

the Asia and Pecific Division of the United Nations |~ y e S e
and Mr Charles Petrie of UNDP. Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win and Minister for Science and Technology U Thaung welcome

MNA UN Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs Mr Ibrahim A Gambari at the airport. — mna
E -

A train crossing over Thanlwin Bridge (Mawlamyine) at the opening day of the rail bridge on 17 April 2006. — mNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Keep your towns and cities
clean and pleasant

In the world today, the population of
every nation is increasing rapidly, especially
in the developing countries like Myanmar. As
the population of townsand cititesin Myanmar
is on the increase, new settlements are being
established.

The government and regional authori-
ties are taking measures for towns and cities
across the nation to become clean and pleas-
ant places to live by building parks, gardens
and recreation centres in order that people
can relax there. Moreover, roads are being
tarmacked for smooth flow of traffic and the
drains cleaned for proper drainage. It is not
only departmental personnel but also people
living in respective wards who are taking part
in these tasks.

Sanitation work should be carried out
not once a week or a month but every day. It
is up to each and every individual to make
their neighbourhood clean and healthy place
to live. Littering, leaving the taps on, using
pedestrian lanes and pavements for self-inter-
egt, felling plants and trees, throwing rubbish
from buses and spitting betel spittle on the
roads deface towns and cities.

Unfortunately, towns and cities are be-
ing made ugly and interests of their residents
harmed because of some undisciplined people.
Therefore, townspeople and family members
should organize and educate one another on
living in accordance with the law stipulated
for urban sanitation. Effective action should
be taken against disobedient people.

We would like to call on people to pay
serious attention to the rules and discipline
and maketheir towns and cities clean, healthy
and pleasant places to live.

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

-

Officialsinspect the unlbading of 2,700 tons of palm oil from MT Smooth Sea-4 vessel at

Htidan Port in Yangon. — mnA

YaNGoNn, 18 May —MT-Smooth Sea-4 ves-
sel loaded with 2,700 tons of palm oil arrived today
at Htidan Port here.

In a bid to supply edible il to people a a

reasonable price, pam oil is imported from Malay-
sia, Indonesia and Singapore. It is expected that
2,750-ton-shipment and 2,900-ton-shipment will aso
arrive on 24 and 26 May. — MNA
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Yancon, 18 May
— Intending to achieve
success for Myanmar
Judo Federation to bag
gold medals in interna-
tional competitions, a 4-
member Myanmar del-
egation led by President
of Myanmar Judo Fed-
eration U Tun Tun left
for Japan yesterday to
discuss tasks to be under-
taken with officials of
Shikodokan Judo Train-
ing School in Japan from
17 to 24 May.

They were seen
off at Yangon Interna-
tional Airport by General

MJF President leaves for Japan

Myanmar Judo Federation President U Tun Tun and party seen
before their departure for Japan.—srep

Secretary of Myanmar
Olympic Committee Di-
rector-General U Thaung
Htaik of Sports and
Physical Education De-

partment and officials,
General Secretary of
Myanmar Jodo Federa-
tion Staff Officer Daw
Thi Thi Shein of Sports

and Physical Education
Department and execu-
tives.

Vice-President of
MJF U Aye Kyi, Chief

Coach U Than Maung
and Executive U Aung
Myo Shein also left for
Japan on the same flight.

MNA

Fires break out in
Monywa, Dawel,
Sangyoung

Yancon, 18 May — A fire broke out in
Monywa, Sagaing Division, on 16 May. The fire
started in kitchen of U Than Win's house in
Myaukbat Lane in Pann Kaukkone ward in Monywa
Two houses were destroyed by the fire.

In another incident, a candle light had set a
house on fire in Dawei Township, Taninthayi Divi-
sion on 17 May. The fire started from U Soe Thein's
house in New Nyaungbingyi Lane, Daungngu Tahnga
Ward in Dawel. One house was destroyed by the fire.

A fire broke out in Sangyoung Township,
Y angon Division yesterday. A snack shop at the cor-
ner of Yandana Street and Panchan Street in
Myaynigone (South) ward was destroyed by the short-
circuit fire, — MNA
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ASEAN countriesbracefor single
economic community by 2015

ManiLa, 17 May —A
single economic com-
munity with a regional
market but without a
single currency by 2015
has been endorsed by
trade ministers of the
Associationof South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN),
according to a Press
briefing here on their
three-day meeting.

Thetradeministershave
expressed their countries’
resolve to speed up the
creation of the ASEAN
Economic Community
(AEC)whichisconsidered
to be at par with the

economiesof theEuropean
Unionby theyear 2015, the
briefing officid said.

Ministers  from
ASEAN countries except
those from Thailand,
Malaysia, and Vietnam
attended the meeting and
discussed the ways to
execute operational plans
to form a single market
in the Southeast Asian
region, so asto keep pace
with Chinaand India, the
huge developing eco-
nomies of the region, the
official said.

Ministers  from

Thailand, Malaysia and

Vietnam could not attend
the meeting due to other
commitments, officials
said. The three countries
wererepresented by senior
officials. It remains
immature to establish an
agenda to introduce a
single currency to the
future regiond free-trade
market, the official added,
athough related research
is being undertaken by
some economists of
various international
institutions such as the
AsianDevelopment Bank.

MNA/Xinhua
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A man Iooks‘ax televisionsin Singapore, on 17 May, 2006. Singapore' seconomy

grew faster than expected in the first quarter, backed by sustained demand for
electronicsgoodsand a stronger servicessector, leading the governmenttoraise
its 2006 growth forecast to 5-7 percent. —INTERNET

American actor Tom Hanks, l€ft, arriveswith hiswife

American actressRita Wilson for thescreeningof ‘ The
DaVinci Code,” atthe59th I nternational filmfestival in
Cannes, southern France, on 17 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

Seat belt, bra save woman

from gunshot

TampPa, 16 May—A 44-year-old woman escaped
serious injury from agunshot Sunday thanks to her seat
belt and athick brastrap, authoritiessaid. RobinKey, 44,
of Riverview, Fla, wasshot through thewindshield of the
car shewasriding in Sunday. She said shefelt asearing
pain in her shoulder. Hillshorough County sheriff's
deputies said a .38-caliber bullet smashed through the
windshield then bounced off Key’ sshoulder — thanksto
aseat belt and athick brastrap. The copper-jacketed dug
landed in her lap.“1t’s abig bullet, but you had al those
forcesactingagainstit,” Hill sboroughsheriff’ sgpokesman
JD. Cdlaway toldthe S Petersburg Times. “It' svery rare
that something like that occurs. She's very lucky. You
know, we're just glad she came out OK.”—Internet

TriPoLl, 16 May—
Libyan leader Moammar
Gadhafi, who is recon-
necting his nation to the
US and to global energy
companies, met for talks
about oil on Wednesday
with Venezuelan
President Hugo Chavez,
whoismovinghiscountry
in adifferent direction.

Chavez said before
goingintoameetingwith
theLibyan leader that the
two men planned to
discuss maintaining
current oil prices.

The two Organization
of Petroleum Exporting
Countries members
were to talk about
“strengthening  our
commitment inside
OPEC to maintain oil
prices and avoid that
they hit the floor again,”
Chavez said in com-
ments broadcast on
Venezuelan state
television. “Today we
have a fair price
for oil.” The Bush
administration an-
nounced Monday that
Libya is being taken off
a UsS list of terrorism
sponsors and diplomatic

.

ties are being restored, a
striking success for
Gadhafi’s push to do
business with foreign
oil  companies
especially Americanones.
The administration also
saidMonday itwasbanning
arms sales to Venezuela
because of what Washing-
ton called alack of support
for counterterrorism. The
movewasthelatest blowto
steadilyworseningrelations
between the US and
Venezuela, America's
fifth-largest oil supplier.
“We don't need arms
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L eader s of Venezuela, Libya discuss ail

from the United States,”
Chavez, a harsh and
constant critic of the
Bush administration, said,
adding that Venezuela is
looking at the possibility
of purchasing Russian
fighter planes and expects
to soon receive ashipment
of 30,000 Russian-made
Kalashnikov  assault
rifles* And we leave the
door open to China,” he
said.

Chavez cdled for the
world to turn its back on
the United States.

“We are against
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America theimperidist,”
he told reporters after
dining with Gadhafi.
“We don’'t accept its
hegemony. The whole
worldshoulduniteagainst
America”

Gadhéfi, hisfacepartly
covered by a large
brown scarf draped over
his Arab tribal robe,
welcomed Chavez at
his house, scarred with
bullet holes and still
showing some damage
fromal1986 USbombing
raid.

- I e S
In this photo released by Venezuela’ s Mi
President Hugo Chavez, |eft, and Libya's leader Moammar Gadhafi, right,
meet as an unidentified interpreter sits between them in Tripoli, Libya,
on 17 May, 2006. —INTERNET
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Typhoon Chanchu bringshugewavesat Dameishain Shenzhen, south China’s

Guangdong Province, on 17 May, 2006. A power ful typhoon slammed into south

Chinaon Thursday killing two children and forcing theevacuation of morethan

630,000 people, Xinhua news agency said, while Vietham was searching for 99
fishermen missing at sea.—INTERNET

Irag Sunnisaccuse US of “atrocity” over raids

BacHpAD, 17 May —
Irag'smain Sunni religious
grouping accused US
forces on Monday of
killing25civiliansinraids
near Baghdad in the past
twodays, rejectingtheUS
account that only
suspected guerillas had
died.

“We hold the Iragi
Government and the
occupiers responsible for
this brutal atrocity,” the
Muslim Clerics Asso-
ciationsaidinastatement.

TheUSmilitary earlier
onMonday saiditsforces
had killed more than 41
guerillasinandaroundthe
villages of Latifiya and
Yusifiya, south of the
capital, on Saturday and
Sunday. It dso said aUS
helicopter wasshot down,
killing two soldiers.

Two separate US
statements on the air and
ground raids did not
mention any civilian
deaths, but said severa
women and childrenwere

wounded.

The US military says
al-Qaeda sleader in Irag,
Abu Musab a-Zargawi,
uses the area as a staging
ground for suicideattacks
inBaghdad. Itsaysheaims
to incite a sectarian civil
war between majority
Shiites and minority
Sunnis. The Sunni
association accused US
forcesof attackingcivilian
houses and killing people
asthey tried to flee.

MNA/Reuters
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|ran mocks European nuclear incentives

TeHERAN, 17 May— Iran’ sPresident mocked a packageof incentivesto suspend uranium enrichment,
saying on Wednesday they were like giving up gold for chocolate — defiance that appeared certain to
complicate US effortsto curb Teheran’s nuclear ambitions.

“Do you think you are
dedling with a 4-year-old
child to whom you can
give some walnuts and
chocolatesandgetgoldfrom
him?" President Mahmoud
Ahmadingjad asked deri-
svely.

He spoke before a huge
crowd in the city of Arak,
the ste of a heavy-water
reactor that isscheduled for
completion by early 2009.
Such facilities produce
plutonium as a byproduct
usable in building nuclear

weapons.

Signallingthedifficulties
ahead, a high-level, six-
nation meeting on Iran was
postponed on Wednesday,
reflecting differences
between the United States
and its dlies on one sde,

Wu Bangguo (L), chairman of the Standing Committee of China’s National

People's Congress, shakes hands with the vice-chairman of the Romanian

Chamber of Deputies Valer Dorneanu after Wu's arrival at an airport in
Bucharest, capital of Romania, on 17 May, 2006. —I NTERNET

and the Chinese and
Russians on the other.

The London mesting of
senior officiasfromthefive
permanent Security Council
membersand Germany was
to have been held Friday,
but was postponed to
Tuesday at the earliest,
diplomats told The
Asociated Press.

In Washington, State
DepatmentgookesmanSeen
McCormack saidthesession
was postponed because
“we retrying to put together
apackagethatwouldinclude
incentives on one sde and
penalties” “I don't think
there is a full agreement
on exactly what would
cormpise the package” he
said. “This is complex,
multilateral diplomacy. It
takesalittle bit of time.”

China and Russia have
opposedbringinglran’ scase
toavoteinthe UN Security
Council, where the United
States, Britain and France
have pressed for sanctions.

Internet
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America’s Cup cha

Zealand (L) and defender Alinghi of Switzerland

racedownwindwith spinnakerson theeleventh flight

of their match race during the sixth day of the

Valencia Louis Vuitton Act 10 in Valencia, eastern
Spain, on 16 May, 2006. —INTERNET

enger Emirates Team New

Chinahas 2.6 min websites

Belang, 17 May— The number of websitesregistered
inChinareached 2.6 millionat theend of lastyear and 1.1
millionof thewebsitesarewith“.CN” domainname. The
websitesincreased by 40 per centintermsof number last
year, said a report released by the Informationization
Office under the State Council. —MNA/Xinhua

Survey shows New York
subway cars getting dirtier

New York, 17 May—
The number of clean
subway carsin New Y ork
City decreased for the
second year in a row,
accordingtoasurvey by a
riders' advocacy group.

Thesurvey, conducted
on 2,200 subway cars
on 22 lines between
September 2005 and
January 2006 by the
Straphangers Campaign,
rated 47 per cent of the
subway cars clean, down
from 61 per cent a year
earlier.

The Straphangers
Campaign survey found
cleanliness, rated by levels
of grime, not litter, on
some subway lines
deteriorated significantly,
while othersimproved.

Only 2 per centof trains
on the E line between
Brooklyn and lower
Manhattan were rated
clean, whereas 94 per cent
of the cars on the 4 line
between Bronx and
Brooklyn via Manhattan
were found clean.

MNA/Xinhua

Chinese actress Zhang Ziyi, a member of the Jury of
the 59th International Cannes Film Festival attends
a Press conference in Cannes, southern France, on
17 May, 2006. The 59th Cannes film festival opened
officially on Wednesday.—I NTERNET

Colombian-born
Pablo Rayo Montano,
who had been on the run
for adecade, wascaptured
Tuesday in Sao Paulo as
part of an operation
coordinated by the US
Drug Enforcement
Administration and
involvinganti-drugpolice
in eight other countries.

More than three
dozen others were
arrested during simul-
taneous raids in the
United States and Latin
America, US and
Colombian anti-drug
officialssaid. Authorities
also seized control of
threeislandsoff the coast
of Panama, a trove of
artwork, real estate
holdings, yachts and
millionsin cash.

“The Rayo-Montano
trafficking organization
ranked up there with
Pablo Escobar and the
Cali Cartel intermsof the
amount of cocaineit was
able to smuggle into the
United States” Dave
Gaddis, head of the Drug
Enforcement Admini-
stration in Bogota,
Colombia, told The

Associated Press.

Reputed cocaine kingpin arrested in Brazil
47.5 tons of cocaine,nearly $70 million in assets seized

Bocota, 17 May—Oneof theworld'smost hunted drugtr afficker s— accused of shippingmorethan
70 tons of cocaine to the United States — has been arrested in Brazil as part of an international
crackdown, officials said Wednesday.

Colombia-based Es-
cobar was among the
world’'s most notorious
drugtraffickers, rulingthe
illegal drug trade during
the 1980s. He was killed
in a shootout with police
in 1993.

Called Twin Oceans,
the operation targeted a
major drug cartel that
shipped cocaine from
clandestine ports along
Colombias coast to the
United Statesand Europe.

“The Rayo-Montano
organization had its own
private, roguenavy torun
a drug business that was
nearly as sophisticated as
asmall nation,” said DEA
administrator Karen P
Tandy in apressrelease.

Also arrested were
Rayo-Montano’s top
deputies — Jackson
Orozco-Gil, his brother
Domingo, and Mars
Micolta-Hurtado — who
allegedly oversaw opera-
tions along Colombia’'s
Carribbean coast.The
DEA said nine countries
have been involved in the
investigation for three
years. It said that during
that period the countries
— Argentina, Brazil,

"It's estimated the
amount of cocaine
supplied by this

Colombia, Ecuador, Costa
Rica, Panama, Venezuela,
Mexico and the United

States — have arrested
morethan 100 peopleand
seized47.5tonsof cocaine
and nearly $70 millionin

organization was enough
to poison 37 million
consumers," Colombia's,
anti-narcotics police said

assets. in a statement.—Internet
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Pablo Rayo Montano is seen after being captured
by Federal Palicein Sao Paulo, on Tuesday,
16 May, 2006. —INTERNET

Heatwavekills 137 in Pakistan

IsLamABAD, 18 May — At least 20 peopledied and
more than 40 people fainted in the past 24 hours with
the mercury rising to 49 degree Celsius which has
increased death toll to 137 in central Pakistan’ sPunjab
Province, local newspaper Daily Times reported on
Wednesday.

Most of themdied of extremeheat and unannounced
power outages during the past 24 hours, the newspaper
said. Temperature levels in the country in May were
four to five degrees Celsius higher as compared to
average temperatures, according to director- general
of the Meteorological Department Qamar Zaman.

MNA/Xinhua



People line up outside a bank on 18 M‘ay, 2006, to pick up applications and

prospectusto buy sharein the Bank of China, whose US$9.9 billion (7.7 billion)

initial public offering next month in Hong Kong is expected to be the world's
biggest this year.—INTERNET
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Sambi wins Comoros’ presidential election

Moront, 17 May —
Former parliamenta-
rian Ahmed Abdallah
Mohamed Sambi was the
winner of the Comoran
presidential elections,
announced the Indian
Ocean island nation’s
National Electoral
Commission here Tues
day.

He gained 58.14 per
cent of the votes in the
nationwide run-off. The
rival former prime

minister Abderemane
Ibrahim Halidi and
National Assembly vice-
president Mohamed
Djanfari received 28.11
per centand 13.72 per cent
of the votes respectively.

The result needs to be
validated by the Consti-
tutional Courttobelegally
effective. The validation
is only a matter of
procedure, said local
analysts.

A total of 178,500

people voted in the
election held on Sunday,
accounting for 58 per
cent of the registered
voters.

The president elected,
whose term is four years,
is scheduled to be sworn
inon 25 May.

Thisyear'selectionis
the first one for the
country to seepresidency
rotate from one island to
another.

MNA/Xinhua

Argentine beauty queen brings protest home

Buenos AIRes, 17
May—An Argentine
beauty queen who dis-
rupted a presidential
summit in Vienna with a
bikini-clad protest against
wood pulp processing
plants received an
enthusiastic welcome
home as she joined
a new demonstration on
Wednesday.

/

Evangelina Carrozzo, an Argentine beauty queen

Evangelina Carrozzo
drew attentionFriday when
sheemerged fromacrowd
of photographers as Latin
American and European
presidents gathered for a
photograph and shucked
off her raincoat to revea a
bikini, knee-highbootsand
asign against pulp plants
in Uruguay.

Carrozzo—fully clothed

w = E] P
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who disrupted a presidential summit in Vienna last

week with a bikini-baring protest against Uruguay’s

pulp mill plants, dances while demonstrators beat

drums outside Finland’s Embassy in Buenos Aires,
on 17 May, 2006.—INTERNET

— joined 300 demons-
tratorsprotestingoutsidethe
embassy of Finland, home
to an investment con-
sortium building one of the
two Uruguayan plants.
Carrozzo, the2006 carnival
queen of Gualeguaychu,
Argentina, said she was
surprised by the hoopla.

“1 didn’t think there
were going to be so many
people and that they were
going to mob me so
much,” shesaid. “But’'m
happy to have come to
BuenosAiresto bepart of

; ~ thisprotest.”

Theprotestersclaimthe
two pulpplantsbeing built
just across the Uruguay
River will pollute north-
east Argentine farmlands
and damagetourismalong
theriver.

Uruguay insists the
projectisenvironmentally
sound and has vowed to
go ahead.

Internet

Seven US|lawmakersarrested in
Sudan protest

WAaAsHINGTON, 17
May—Seven African-
American members of
the US Congress were
arrested on Tuesday at the
Embassy of Sudan, where
they were protesting
atrocitiesinthat country’s
Darfur region.

The members of the
Congressional Black
Caucus held a news

conference in front of the
embassy property, then
moved to block the
entrance to deliberately
prompt their arrests, said
Christopher Johnson,
spokesman for North
Carolina Democratic
RepresentativeMel Watt.

“It's time for the
members of the Con-
gressiona Black Caucus

British ferry passengers
stranded by unexploded bomb

Lonpon, 17 May —
Around 250 passengers
and crew were stranded
on ferries in the River
Mersey in northern
England on Tuesday after
a huge unexploded bomb
wasspotted, British Coast
Guard said.

The 500 pound bomb,
dating from World War
Two, was found by the
British Royal Navy near
Twelve Quays in Liver-
pool shortly before mid-
night on Monday.

Two ferries, the
Mersey Viking and
Dublin Viking, bringing
passengers from Belfast
and Dublin across the
Irish Sea, were forced to
remain at sea while the
explosive was dealt with,
the coastguard said.

One of the ferries had

been stuck since before
4 am, a spokesman said. ‘

Cross said in a statement.
MNA/Reuters

The device was also
only 300 metres from a
road tunnel linking
Liverpool to Birkenhead
under the Mersey. The
tunnel was closed by
police whilst the bomb
was being dealt with.

The Coast Guard
spokesman said the Navy
were slowly towing the
bomb out to deeper water
in the Irish Sea where it
will be lowered to the sea
bed and a diver will
prepare it for a safe
detonation.

“Ourpriority istoassist
the Navy and dispose of
this device in a safe and
timely manor so normal
operations can resume,”
Liverpool Coastguard

Watch Manager Steve

Bullfighter  Serafin

Marin,fromSpain, isflipped
byabull duringaSan|sidro
bullfight in ‘Las Ventas
arenainMadrid,on17May,
2006. —I NTERNET

Trapped minersfinally rescued
from China’s collapsed shaft

DaLonGsHAN (Anhui
Province), 17 May —
Rescuers finally suc-
ceeded Tuesday night in
pulling an iron miner
whose legs had been
pinned by rocks from a
collapsed shaft in east
China's Anhui Province,
local authorities said.

The trapped miner,
Zheng Yujie, was very
weak and sent to a local
hospital immediately.

One of his ribs was
broken and he had kidney
problems, doctors said.

Zheng's legs were
stuck at thevery beginning
when the iron mine
collapsed Saturday morn-
ing, according to Hu
Dexiang, the miner who
was the first among the
eighttrappedtoberescued
Monday afternoon.

Zheng had been offered
physiological sat solution
and milk for survival
underground since he
was discovered at about
2:00pmMonday, rescuers
said. Too much silt
underground had ham-
peredtherescueoperation,
rescuers said.

To date, five miners,
including a female, out
of the eight trapped had
been pulled out alive
from the collapsed shaft
andwererushedtoalocal
hospital.

MNA/Xinhua

and theworld community
toraisetheanteon Sudan,”
Watt, the caucus chair-
man, said in a state
ment.

Also arrested were
Democratic Represen-
tative John Lewis of
Georgia, Barbara Lee of
Cadlifornia, Eddie Bernice
Johnson and Al Green
of Texas, Gwen Moore
of  Wisconsin and
Washington, DC, Dele-
gate Eleanor Holmes
Norton.

The lawmakers were
led away in plastic
handcuffsand paid 50 US
dollarsfines, Johnsonsaid.

“We must not forget
that while we consider
what to do, the situation
onthegroundisworsening
for the millions of people
affected by the crisis,”
Lewissaidin astatement.

Five other members of
Congress were arrested
last month at the Embassy
of Sudan protesting the
Darfur situation after
deliberately going on
embassy property.

MNA/Reuters

German detained at border
for importing Nazi items

FRANKFURT, 17 May—
German authorities have
launched aninvestigation
after amantried toimport

Nazi soldiers helmetsand
other banned memorabilia
in his car from the Czech
Republic, police said on
Tuesday.

A spokesman for the
Germanborder policesaid
the 62-year-old man was
stopped at the border on
Sunday and Nazi itemshe
had bought at aCzechflea
market were found in the
boot of his car.

The man, a pensioner,
had about 20 steel helmets
of the SS, the Nazis'
paramilitary force, aswell
as knives and Army belts
bearing the swastika
symbol, and about 100
bullets, the spokesman
said.

MNA/Reuters
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Egypt saysIran hasright
to peaceful atomic energy

Tokyo, 17 May — Iran, as a member of the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), hastheright to peaceful use of atomic ener gy but should not be
allowed tohavenuclear arms, Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit

said on Tuesday.

Iran madeararecall to
Egypt last month over the
nuclear issue. The two
nations have not had
relationsfor over 25years
and high-level contacts
between the two govern-
ments are rare, usualy
limited to international
meetings.

Speaking during avisit
to Japan, Aboul Gheit
reiterated Egypt's op-

position to nuclear
weapons in the Middle
East and called for a
peaceful solution to the
stand-off over Iran's
nuclear programme.

"We are opposed to the
introduction of nuclear
weaponstothispart of the
world," he told a news
conferencein Tokyo.

"Iran is a party to the
NPT—The right of each

and every member state
that isparty tothe NPT to
exploit and have theright
of peaceful uses is an
inherent right within the
NPT agreement," he said.
"Theimportant thingis
that no one should
introduce a military
nuclear  programme
whether itislsrael or Iran
or anybody else," he
added. — MNA/Reuters

A South Korean is
silhouetted in front
of an LG Philips
LCD Co Ltd
factory complex
near the
demilitarised zone
separating the two
Koreas, about 55
km north of Seoul
in thisrecentl file
photo.
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BBC saystemporary worker
leaked starssalaries

Lonpon, 17 May — The BBC, Britain's publicly
funded broadcaster, said on Tuesday an internal
investigation has found that a 23-year-old temporary
employeeleaked thesalariesof star DJsand presenters

to tabloid publications.

Theemployeehad accesstotheBritish Broadcasting
Corp’sfinancia systemsand hasadmittedtoreceiving
morethan 1,000 pounds (1,880 USdollars) in cash for
passing ontheinformation, accordingtoareportinthe
broadcaster's in1-house newspaper Ariel, which was
confirmed by a BBC spokesman.

Tabloids including the Sun and the Mirror ran
stories last month on the salaries of BBC presenters
and DJs including Chris Moyles, Jonathan Ross and
Terry Wogan. British media companies, which have
complained about BBC'sdominanceinradioand TV,
seized on the leaked salaries as evidence that the
corporation was distorting the talent market by
overpaying. — MNA/Reuters
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A jet fighter of the type MIkOjan MIG-29M OVT of the Russian Aircraft
Corporation overflies the exhibition area of the I nternational Aerospace

Exhibition (ILA) at Berlin’s Schoenefeld airport on the show' s opening day

on 16 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

Rapist dismembering teenager jailed

Lonpon, 17May —An
"evil" rapistwho abducted
a teenage girl, strangled
her and dumped her
dismembered body in bin
bagswasjailed for lifeon
Tuesday andtoldhewould
never be released.

John McGrady, 48,
snatched 15-year-old
RochelleHolnessfromthe
street last September as
shewent toaphonebox to
call her boyfriend. Hetook
her back to his flat on a

rundown estatein Catford,
south London, where he
murdered her.

McGrady, a former
butcher, then cut her body
upintofivepiecesusinga
hacksaw, the Old Bailey
heard.

"He wrapped the
dismembered parts in
rubbish bags and placed
theminatrolley whichhe
wheeled across Milford
TowersEstateand left the
bags in a stairwell," said

for lifein Britain

prosecutor  Richard
Whittam.

The remains were
eventually foundfour days
later by ambulance staff
calledtotheestateto treat
McGrady, who had
slashed his wrists after
confessinghiscrimetohis
girlfriend.

McGrady, who pleaded
guilty to murder in April,
wasjailed for lifewith no
prospect of release.

MNA/Reuters

Mexico sending technical team
to help develop Boalivian gas

Mexico City, 17
May— Mexico will
dispatch atechnical team
to Bolivia to discuss the
possibility of participating
intheenergy development
plan related to Bolivian
gas, Mexican Foreign
Minister Luis Ernesto
Derbez said on Monday.

The decision was
made by Mexican Presi-
dent Vicente Fox and his

Sacred Cambodian oxen predict bountiful harvest

PHNom PenH, 17 May—Cambodia's sacred oxen have forecast a bountiful harvest but thin rains,
leading farmersto call on the government to build moreirrigation systemsand canals.

Cambodian Royal oxen eat corn durlng the annual

ploughing ceremony in Phnom Penh in this May
26, 2005 file photo.Cambodia’s sacred oxen have
forecast a bountiful harvest but thin rains, leading
farmersto call on the government to build more
irrigation systems and canals—INTERNET

At the annual royal
ploughing ceremony in
front of Phnom Penh's
golden-spired palace, the
cowsatelotsof rice, beans
and corn, suggesting
"there will be plenty of
crops', court astrologer
Kang Kentoldthecrowds
on Tuesday.

However, the beasts,
who were aso presented
withgoldenbowlsof water
and wine, refused to drink
any water, meaning the
war-scarred Southeast
Asian nation could suffer
ayear of drought.

"If the rains are going
tobepoor, wearegoingto
haveto haveirrigation as
aback-up," said 31-year-
old farmer Bun Nak, who
had travelled to thecity to
witness the ancient
ceremony, which was
overseen by King
Norodom Sihamoni.

Last year, the cows got
it spot on with their
prediction of an abundant
rice harvest. Cambodia
produced more than 6
million tonnes of rice for
thefirst time ever.

Internet

Bolivian counterpart
Evo Morales on the
sideline of the fourth EU-
Latin American Summit
last week in Vienna,
Austria.

The two countries
must hammer out details
of how Mexico can gain
access to Bolivian gas
while respecting laws
and conditions imposed
by Bolivia, Derbez
told Mexican radio
programme Enfoque
(Focus).

Morales announced
the nationalization of his
country's oil and gas
industry early thismonth.

Fox and Moralesalso
discussed how to help
Bolivia's indigenous
peopleand reached | otsof
agreements on the issue,
Derbez said.

He added that
supporting Bolivia's
indigenous communities
wasa "historicissue". Fox
had said thetwo countries
still had potential to
expand their cooperation
on theissue.

MNA/Xinhua

Ph|||pp|ne
death toll from
tropical storm

risesto 37

ManiLa, 17May—The
casualty toll fromtropical
storm Chanchu in the
Philippines has increased
to 37 people killed, 15
injured and 10 missing
Monday asthe number of
people displaced have
started to return to their
homes, the Office of the
Civil Defence(OCD said.

Latest reports from the
OCD said most of the
fatalities were from the
Bicol region, mostly due
to the capsizing of a
motorboat Mae-ann 5 off
thewatersof MashateCity
last Friday.

TheBicol regionposted
28deaths, 25 of themwere
caused by the mishap
involving the ill-fated
motorboat.

Southern  Tagalog
posted seven deathswhile
Western Visayas, and
National Capital Region
registered one death each,
said OCD.

The number of
affected families stood at
10,962 familiesor 53,307
persons but those who
remained at the evacua-
tion centres reduced to
only about 435 families
or 2,144 families from a
high over 1,500 families
or more than 7,000
persons, according to the
OCD.

The OCD said the
number of evacuees
significantly went down
"since the weather has
already improved".

The OCD has initialy
placed the damage to
property incurredfromthe
weather disturbance at
40.446 million pesos
(784,000 US dallars).

MNA/Xinhua



A pharmacist holds hottles of the prescription
arthritisand pain medication VIOXX at a New
York City Pharmacy in this 30 September, 2004 file
photo. Merck & Co Inc has provided new data to
US regulators showing that all patients who took
the arthritis medicine VIOXX were at increased
risk of heart attacks, strokes and other
complications, National Public Radio reported on
Wednesday.—INTERNET

HK bans beef imports

from Californian ranch

Hone Kong, 18 May — The Hong Kong Specia
Administrative Region (HK SAR) Tuesday suspended
beef imports from a Californiaprocessor that violated
animportsruleaimedto curbtherisk of spreadingmad
cow disease.

The HKSAR Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department announced a ban on beef imports from
Harris Ranch Beef Company, a processing plant in
Cadlifornia, following the discovery of bones in the
imports from the plant.

The department said it will contact the relevant
authoritiesfor moreinformation concerningtheimports
in question.

Hong K ong resumed beef importsfrom the United
States on 29 December, 2005, but only boneless beef
from cattle of lessthan 30 monthsold werealowed to
be imported. The imported beef has to be of cattle
removed of high-risk materials such as brain and
spinal cord during slaughtering.

The agreed protocol aso stipulated that the beef
can be imported from designated plants approved by
the US authorities. — MNA/Xinhua

Annan arrives
in Japan for
visit

Tokyo, 18 May —
The United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi
Annanarrivedin Japanon
Tuesday night for his
second stop of Asian tour
and is scheduled to held
talks with Japanese
officials, according to
Kyodo News on Wednes-
day.

During his four-day
stay, Annanwill meetwith
Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi, Chief
Cabinet Secretary Shinzo
Abeand ForeignMinister
Taro Aso respectively.

Annan, whose term
expires at the end of this
year, visited South Korea
from late last week and
will travel to China and
Vietnam after leaving
Japan. — MNA/Xinhua
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S Korean, Japanese FM sto hold
fence-mending talks

SeouL, 18 May — South K orean Foreign Minister Ban Ki-moon said here
onWednesday that hewill hold one-on-onetalkswith hisJapanesecounter part
Taro Asoin Qatar next week.

Itwill behighest-level
official talks between the
two governments since a
territorial disputes over
theisletsof Dokdo, which
was called “Takeshima’
by Japan, in April that
heavily strained their
bilateral ties.

South Korea and
Japan “have reached an
agreement on the date
for the talks, but their
diplomatic authoritiesare
in consultationsto fix the
exacttimeandthevenue,”
Ban told a news confe-
rencewithout givingmore
details.

Ban and Aso will
attend the Asia Coope-
ration Dialogue (ACD)
scheduled on 23-24 May

in Qatar. Their taks are
expected to be an
opportunity for the two
sidesto mend the strained
relations.

Ban said he will also
have separate talks with
foreign ministers from

more than 10 other coun-
triesincluding China and
Russia
South Koreawill host
thenextannual conference
of ACD to be held next
year.
MNA/Xinhua

Strong quakejolts Banda

Aceh, Indonesia
JAKARTA, 18 May— An earthquake measuring 6.5
on the Richter Scale rattled Banda Aceh, capital of
Indonesia’ sAcehProvince, anditssuburbson Tuesday
night but did not panic residents, an official said.
Thequakewhich occurred at 10:28 pmlocal time

Hyundai Motor chairman
faces char ges of

embezzlement, bribery

Seoul, 18 May — Chung M ong-koo, chairman
of South Korea’sgiant automaker Hyundai M otor
Group, will facetrial on charges of embezzlement
and breach of trust relating to bribery allegations,

was mainly felt by people living in the southern coast
of Aceh Province, Antara newsagency on Wednesday
quoted Aceh Besar District meteorol ogy andgeophysics
agency head Syahnan as saying.

Hesaidthequake' sepicentrewaslocated west of f
Nias Island coast (North Sumatra Province) and 16
kilometres beneath the sea level.

The tremor was traced at 0.10 degrees North
Latitude and 97.06 degrees East Longitude, he said.

Thereisnoimmediatereport of casualty or material
loss.

Meanwhile, reports from Aceh Singkil District
said most residentsliving in the coastal areas of Aceh
Singkil panicked when they felt the tremor as they
werestill traumatized by akiller earthquakethat jolted
the western part of Aceh on 26 December, 2004.

MNA/Xinhua

A baby flamingo keeps warm under it's
mother’swing at the Cincinnati Zoo,
on Tuesday, 16 May, 2006.—| NTERNET

South Korean prosecutors said on Tuesday.

The announcement
was made after the
Supreme Prosecutor’
Officeconductedamonth-
long probeintothescandal
of Hyundai.

Chung, who has been
in custody since he was
arrested on 28 April, was
charged with forcing
severa Hyundai affiliates
to take part in paid-in
capital increases for
Hyundai Space and
Aircraft Co, which bank-
rupted in late 2001, in
August 1999 and April
2000. The increased
capital was used to pay
debts for the ailing
company but incurred a
total of 358.4 hillionwon
(379 million US dollars)
inlossestothefinancialy

stable affiliates, prose-
cutors said.

Prosecutors also said
the 68-year-old chairman
forced an investment
company heestablishedin
Malaysiato participatein
apaid-in capital increase
for Hyundai Pipe Co, now
Hyundai Hysco, causing
losses of 39 million and
11 million US dollars for
Hyundai Motor and
Hyundai Heavy Industries.

Chungisasocharged
withmisappropriating 120
billion won (127 million
US dollars) in company
funds and causing about
400 billion won (423
million US dollars) in
damagestohiscompany’s
interests.

MNA/Xinhua

2 N -
A boy runs between two fibreglass cows that are
part of the Cow Parade art show on display in
Edinburgh, Scotland, on 17 May, 2006. Cow Parade
runs from 15 May to 23 July, 2006. Ninety-four
brightly coloured bovines will be grazing the
Edinburgh’scityscapeduringtheshow.—INTERNET

WHO confirms five more
bird flu fatalities in

Indonesia

JAKARTA, 18 May — The World Health
Organization has confirmed that five people died of
birdfluinIndonesia, bringingtotal deathtoll to 39thus
far, areport said on Wednesday.

Four of the victims were from afamily in North
Sumatraand another deathwasfrom East Java, reported
the Jakarta Post online news service.

The alarming rate of bird flu casualties has
prompted the government to launch a thorough
investigation about the possibility of mutating HSN1
avian flu infection among humans.

Themovecameafter eight peoplefromafamilyin
North Sumatrawereadmittedtohospital for developing
bird flu symptoms, with four died later of the virus.

MNA/Xinhua

Pakistani nationals still in

US Guantanamo Prison

IsLAMABAD, 18 May — There are still 29 Pakistani
prisoners in the US detention centre of Guantanamo
and eight of them arelikely to befreed soon, Pakistani
Interior Minister Aftab Sherpao said on Tuesday.

The United States has now told Pakistan that 29
Pakistanis are still in Guantanamo Prison, Sherpao
told a news conference here on Tuesday.

There were a total of 67 Pakistani prisoners in
Guantanamo and the US authorities have so far freed
38 of them, the minister said.

The Pakistani Government is trying to get the
remaining freed as soon as possible, he said.

MNA/Xinhua
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(continued from
yesterday)

We left Thabye-
nyunt just before noon.
Among the members of
the expedition team were
13 correspondents form
the Myanmar Foreign
Correspondents’ Club,
four of them were
women. There were also
members  of the
Myanmar Writers and
Journalists Association
and 27 chief editors,

editors (news) and
reporters of local
journals.

In addition, the
team also comprised
Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps Philippine
Ambassador Madame
Phoebe A Gomez,
Charge de' Affairesai of
German Embassy Mr
Dirk Augustin and
members,  Assistant
Resident Representative
Si Canka Dhanapala of
the office of the United
Nations High
Commissioner for
Refugees and project
officer Jean Benoit
Manhez of the UNICEF
and members. The
information group
consisted of female staff
from the Myanma Radio
and Television and
Myawady Television.

At that time, all
the members seemed to
be happy and free from
worries and anxieties.
The Philippine

e

Ambassador was not
feeling well the previous
day, but the following
day she was getting well.
It could be said that all
the media persons and
members of the team
enjoyed themselves in
the regions of local
national race people.
Thabyenyunt-
Mone Road is a gravel
one. Along the road were
many villages. The
regions are favoured by
general conditions. So,
we noticed that al the
people of the villages
were enjoying high
standard of living. |
thought the villages
would be able to enjoy
development many times

better if peace and
stability has been
restored fully.

Along the journey,
| happened to recall the
ceremony held in
Thabyenyunt Village.
Chairman of the
Information Committee
of the State Peace and
Development Council
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
was together with the
team. At Thabyenyunt
Village, the minister
dealt with power
struggles and killing and
torturing one another
among the members of
KNU Brigade (7), and
various forms of
adversities and stresses
and strains local people

were facing due to
atrocities committed by
KNU such as torching
villages, planting mines
and blasting buildings.
He also replied to the
questions  of  the
journalists.

Indeed, in the
jungle of the east Yoma
mountain ranges
adjacent to the region,
KNU Brigade (7) is
following the policy of
“Dismiss, remove and
kill” practised by the
Burma Communists
Party (BCP) in Bago
Y omamountain rangein
the past. They are
troubling and harming
local people of nearby
regions through terrorist
acts. Kayin ethnic groups

A /2 & 3 M
Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Philippines Ambassador Madame Phoebe A Gomez encourages ‘

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan comfort

samine victim who is undergoing treatment at

Mone Station Hospital. —mNA

of Kayin national race
that livein theregion are
Paku, Bwe and Gaybar.
Present KNU Brigade
(2) commander Ar Si is
in favour of members of
Paku ethnic group, and
finds faults with the sons
of previous commander
of Brigade (2) Baw Ni
and their followers. They
killed five innocent
villagers from
Hsidawkho Village
without any reasons.
Daw Naw Hale Dah, 75,
wife of commander Baw
Ni, said that Ar Si was
treading on her throat.
She meant that KNU
members are betraying
to one another in KNU
Brigade (7).

The persons like

T~

fourth standand student Ma Wah Wah Soe who lost one of her legsin KNU mine explosion.—mNA

Ar Si who are too
overbearing and who
stick to murdering policy
are not in favour of
peace. BCP insurgents
met with their tragic end
in Bago Yoma. Now, Ar
Si and members are
practising the policy of
the BCP. And, KNU'’s
refugee camps and the
pretext of refugee camps
have existed long. These
are, in fact, just invented
stories that have come
into being since the
Tatmadaw attacked and
occupied KNU’s strong
military camps, in which
families of KNU
members also lived.
When the Tatmadaw
launched attacks on the
camps, they shifted their
families and hard-cores
to the border of the
neighbouring country to
receive foreign cash
assistance on the pretext
of refugee camps. They
also exploited the
situations politically.
The pretext of refugee
camps has  thus
resurfaced.

| thought that the
Tatmadaw would have
eliminated KNU ten
years ago if it wanted to.
And there was no need

to hold peace
negotiation. As the
Tatmadaw is

wholeheartedly desirous
of national reconso-
lidation, peace and

national development, it
is paving the way
towards peace for KNU.
Nevertheless, KNU is
regarding the Tatmadaw
asits enemy and placing
reliance on foreign
elements. And it sticksto
the armed struggle line
and terrorism. It has also
failed to emulate the
other national race
groups that have
returned to the legal fold
and are on the path
towards peace. While |
lost myself in the
thought of what KNU
would plot, we arrived in
Mone.

Mone is enjoying
fruitful  results of
development with
characteristics of atown
such as basic education
high school, station
hospital and a market of
the Town Development
Affairs Committee. In
the Bagan period, while
on a tour with a raft
against the current in the
Yaw Creek, King
Alongsithu broke the trip
to pay respect to the
Myat Saw Nyinaung
Pagoda, and compared
the current of Yaw Creek
and that of
Thaukyaykhat Creek.
Then he found that Yaw
Creek was a little more
transparent, so it was
caled Moo Tha Creek

(see page 9)




MNA

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, Dean of Diplomatic Corps and members, local and
foreign journalists ask after the patients who lost their limbsin mine
blasts committed by KNU insurgents.

(from page 8)
and later it was well-
known as Mone Creek.

There emerged a
village that relies on
the creek to earn their
living. Now, the village
has developed to atown
with nearly 1,800
homes of five wards
and some villages. It is
home to various
national races such as
Bamar, Kayin and
Shan. Mone region has
been facilitated with
two monasteries, a
church, 16-bed station
hospital, auto exchange,
post office, electric
power office, fire
brigade, veterinary
office and agricultural
office. The operation
theatre of the station
hospital has been
installed fully with
medical equipment to
be able to attend to the
victims of mines
planted by KNU.

In the afternoon, we
enjoyed lunch hosted
by local authorities.
Meanwhile, | remem-
bered a Myanmar
saying “Even for a
mouthful of food eaten,
one owes gratitude to
the host”. In reality,
KNU insurgents survive
with the extortion
money they have
collected from local
people. A villager of
Thabyenyunt Village
said that if local people
failed to pay money,
KNU insurgents
tortured and Kkilled
villagers, and so they

had to pay extortion
money. Instead of paying
gratitude of local people,
KNU insurgents are
detonating bombs and
killing people. How
ungrateful they arel

At the ceremony to
recount the bitter events
encountered by local
people due to the acts of
KNU held at the hall of
Mone town, head of the
station hospital Dr
Maung Maung Khin
clarified the incidents in
which many local people
lost their limbs owing to
the land mines planted by
KNU insurgents. A total
of 16 loca people were
wounded in 2004, 14
people in 2005, and 18
people up to 13 May
2006. He said that only
that morning he had
made arrangementsin the
hospital to amputate one
of the legs of a patient
who had accidentally
treaded on a mine.

According to the
original agenda, the
speech of the medical
superintendent of the
station hospital would be
followed by an
explanation by a local
elder about KNU
atrocities  including
murders, arson, extortion,
forced labour and mine
planting. But locals at the
ceremony were eager to
tell all the KNU’s
atrocities they had faced.
Hence, the emcee invited
everyone to explain their
personal experiences.
Local nationditiesin turn
explained all the KNU’s

evil actsto torch villages,
kill people, seize cattle
and bullock-carts, burn
down monasteries, throw
hand grenades at
collective novitiation
ceremonies and
intimidate people for
forced labour, without
providing enough food.
The locals said that they
were afraid to go out of
the village as it was
surrounded by KNU
mine fields within its
one-mile radius.

The experiences they
explained in the presence
of diplomats, officials of
UN agencies and local
and foreign journalists
gave witness to the KNU
atrocities. The world
would know those
atrocities through the
media. Some were almost
crying while explaining
their personal expe-
riences. It was heart-
rending to hear their
stories. It seemed that
diplomats and UN
officials also felt like us
as there was an
interpreter. As our
itinerary was a tight
schedule, we had to
conclude the ceremony.
If we could spare more
time, their stories would
be longer than the
Arabian Nights.

We proceeded to
the station hospital to
visit the mine victims. It
was a neat building with
a compound. The
minister, diplomats and
UN officias visited the
patients one by one to
give words of
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encouragement. The
mine victims included
people of various ages
and nationalities
including a 12-year old
fifth grader Ma Wha
Wha Soe. The patient
seemed to be encouraged
by the visitors. The
Philippine Ambassador
greeted the patients
individually and recorded
her conversations with
them. She asked MaWha
Wha Soe whether she
was still feeling pain
wound after her left leg
was cut off. She sincerely
said that she was feeling
no more pain. She was an
unfortunate one among
the siblings who were
collecting inphet leaves.
The child seemed to be
anxious, for, she wished
to attend school in time.
We felt great sympathy
for her.

The Information
Minister was the first to
donate cash for the mine
victims, followed by
diplomats, UN officias,
journdists and staff of the
ministry. A total of K
101,300 was collected.

The sun was
already setting when we
left Mone. All aong the
road were the
nationalities happily
waving at us. They were
bidding us farewell with
firm belief that we, the
journalists, were going to
inform the public and the
world  about their
sufferings.

On thereturn journey,
| was asking myself a
question “Which is the
true wish of the
villagers?’ At that time,
the title of a short story

Local people who suf

And caress

Can’t afford to hate you,
Mone

* Twelve-year-old daughter’s
Tender stage, beginning to blossom
Madeto fall aground, to lose status
The KNU has cut off hands, feet.

* The young boy, who looks after
Ageing parentsin twilight of life
They plant land-mines, to stop them
Push them into darkness
The despicable KNU.

* Children’smother, looking for food
On way home, at nightfall
Unabletoreturn, without handsand feet
In pool of blood, unableto stand up
Made remor seful, by KNU.

* While hundred Buddhist boys
Were being novitiated
Grenade wasthrown
Heavy explosion, for bereavement
"Tisthe KNU, that spoil the show.

* O, KNU, no matter how much
You try to spoil beauty, disrupt life.
Those who dwell, in Mone area
Toour citizens, with clean mind
They show no pity, no mercy
No matter how they may hate, citizens
Who dwell in Moneregion, we hate not
With unceasing love, in our hearts
We have but affection, and kindness

If wewereto dream, and pray

May they be punished soon by citizens
Theseterroristsand insurgents

May they soon see end to their folly.
Mone Creek we can’t hate

May it flow clearly in peace.

(Reminiscing over visit to Mone Creek area.)
Myinmu Maung Naing Moe (Trs)

“Which is the option,
little village?” came
into my mind. They
would surely answer
“Peace, prosperity and
pro-gress.”

Hence, journalists
will have to join hands
with the government,

MNA

fered trouble due to atrocities
of KNU insurgents seen at the hall in Mone of Kyaukkyi Township.

the Tatmadaw and the
people to end KNU’s
destructive misdeeds in
order to achieve “Peace,
prosperity and progress’
the people desire.
(Tranglation:
MS+TMT)
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Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min sprinkles scented
water on Express Train. — MNA

South Korean training ship
arrives Yangon

Y ANGON, 18 May —
A Training Ship of the Re-
public of Korea, namely
Hanbada, fromK oreaMari-
timeUniversity carryingits
traineesandfour cadettrain-
ees of Indtitute of Marine
Technology undertheMin-
istry of Transport of
Myanmar arrived at

members and cadets.

Deputy Minister U
Pe Than extended greet-
ings to the guests.

The training ship
will stopoverinMyanmar
till 22May and thenitwill
continue to other coun-
tries. — MNA

Nanthida Jetty, here, this

evening on a journey of
trainingprogrammetravel-
ling to different countries.

The trainees and
officials from Hanbada
werewel comed by Deputy
Minister for Transport U
Pe Than and departmen-
tal heads, Korean Ambas-
sador Mr LeeJu-heumand
embassy staff, Principal of
IMT U Win Thein, heads
of departments, faculty
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Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw...

(from page 16)
anditwill arriveat Bagan
Station in Bagan-
NyaungU at 6 pm. No 108
Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw Ex-
press Down-Train will
leave Bagan Station in
Bagan-NyaungU at 9.15
amandarriveat Pyinmana
Stationin Nay Pyi Taw at
7.30 pm.

The Nay Pyi Taw-
Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw Ex-
press Train will run on
time daily. On its route,
thetrain will stop over in

Lewe, Thitpokpin,
Minbyan, Hsatthwa,
Taungdwingyi, Myothit,
Natmauk, Thamya,
Kyaukpadaung,
Kanthaya, Ngaminmay,
Zade and Taungzin Sta
tions.

Ticketswill besold
one day ahead from 8 am
to 4 pm daily, and the re-
maining tickets can be
availableatthestationat 5
am to 7 pm before depar-
tureof thetrain. Theprice
of the ticket is K 680 for

MICTEA

Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen Aung Min gives souvenir to
apassenger in 107 Express Train. — MNA

Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan pack-
age.

Express Down-Train and
No 8 Thazi-Yangon
Down-Train. Yangon-
BaganandBagan-Y angon
tickets will be sold at
Yangon and Bagan Rail-
way Stations.

No 101 Nay Pyi
Taw-Kyaukpadaung Ex-
pressUp-trainandNo 102
Kyaukpadaung-Nay Pyi
Taw Down-Mail-train
were running with one
coacheachrecently. From
now on, Myanma Rail-
ways schedulesto run the
two trains with two car-
riages each daily with a
view to ensuring smooth
transportation for the lo-
cal people.

Furthermore,
Myanma Railways will
make arrangements for
running of Nay Pyi Taw-
Pyay-Nay Pyi Taw Ex-
pressTrainsbeginning 25
May to ensure better
transport for local people
in western region of
Y omaand for State serv-
icepersonnel whoaredis-
chargingdutiesinNay Pyi
Taw. — MNA

Asaspecial sched-
ule, thosewishingtotravel
fromY angontoBagancan
travel to PyinmanaStation
of Nay Pyi Taw from
Yangon by No 7 Y angon-
Thazi Up-train. Then, they
areto get No 107 Nay Pyi
Taw-Bagan Express Up-
train from Pyinmana to
Bagan. Likewise, those
wishing to visit Yangon
from Bagan may ride No
108 Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw

6th ASEAN SKill
Competition to be held

Y ANGON, 18 May —
For enabling the Mini-
stry of Scienceand Tech-
nology to participate in
Information Technology
and Computer Aided
Drawing and Design
Competitions of the 6th
ASEAN Skill Competi-
tion which will be held
in Darussalam of Brunei
Darussalam from 3to 12
September, the national
technological profi-
ciency testsfor the com-
petitions took place at
University of Computer
Studies (Hline Campus)
and Mandalay Govern-
ment Computer College
today. Altogether 73 stu-
dents from the Universi-
ties of Computer Stud-
ies, Technologica Uni-

versities and Govern-
ment Computer Colleges
and Technologica Col-
leges under the Ministry
of Science and Technol-
ogy took partinthetests.

MNA

Y

‘ The National Technological Proficiency Test for 6th ASEAN Skill

UM FCE:I graduations
to be held

Y ANGON, 18 May— A ccountancy and manage-
ment courses Level | & 11 and Koeki Japanese Lan-
guage Course organized by Union of Myanmar Fed-
eration of Chambers of Commerce and Industry-
UMFCCI will be held on 20 May afternoon at Hotel
Nikkohere. Thosewho passed thecoursesareinvited
to attend the concluding ceremony and are to phone

Deputy Minister for Transport U Pe Than

and officials welcome training ship Hanbada
of ROK at Nanthida Jetty.

MNA

381284, 381285, 370823. — MNA

Competition in progress. — MNA

203 drug-related cases
exposed in April

/

Y ANGON, 18 May — Tatmadaw, Myanmar Po-
lice Forceand CustomsDepartment exposed 203 cases
of narcotic drugsin April.

They seized 75.159 kilos of opium in 35 cases,
10,4633 kilos of heroin in 74 cases, 10.4633 kilos of
opium oil in 6 cases, 4.9846 kilos of low grade opium
in 15 cases, 1.9043 kilos of stimulant tablets in 37
cases, 10324 tabletsof Ephedrinein 2 cases, 395.0496
kilos of stimulant power in one case, 0.0078 kilo of
opium speciosa in 8 cases, 8.06 kilos of chemical
liquid in 2 cases, 1528.965 litres of chemical powder,
one casein failure to register and other 5 cases.

Action was taken against 320 persons — 267
men and 54 women in drug-related cases.

MNA
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Information
Miniger
atendscash
presentation. ..

(from page 16)
(Yuwadi Khin Sein
Hlaing), K 200,000 by U
Win Maw of Forever
Group, K 100,000 each
by U Myint Than (Kids
Zone), U Soe Moe Than (

Yangon  Directory), , . . ) o ) )

Mya%mar Newswe}c/-z)k Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan attends the ceremony and MWJA Chairman U Hla Myaing (Ko Hsaung) speaks. — MNA
journal and Myanmar | Association, K 50,000 | ber Mill family, | Tharaphu  magazine, | of MWJA and directors- Today’ sdonations
Printing and Publishers | each by each Phato Tim- | Khayanpyar  journal, | Wellness magazine, | general acceptedcashand | were K 4.24 million and

U ChitMaung (Y oatshin-
taegabyar magazine) and
U Aung Myat (Pyimnya-
shwe-toung Publishing
House), 300 books by U
Chit Naing (Chit Naing-
Psychology), 300 books
by U Soe Shein (Maung
Soe Taik-Thonze), 300
books by U Maung
Maung Myint Aye
(Latmoeswe), 350 books
by U Aung Thein Win
(Maung Khaing Khant),
K 10,000eachby Mingala
Taungnyunt Township
WJA and U Soe Win
(Tekkatho-Soe Yin) and
family.

The Vice-Chairmen

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan accepts cash donations made by the
Printing and Publishing Enterprise. — MNA

kind donations.

L

Direc{dr-GeneraJ U Chit Naing acceptécash

1,250 books—MNA

donation from a wellwisher. — mna

Shan State (North)’ s bio-diesal plan paintsrosy picture

As part of the
State's specia plan for
fuel, Shan State (North)
set its target to grow
500,000 acres of physic
nut plants. Inaccordance
with its plan for cultive-
tion of physic nut plants
intheregion, Shan State
(North) Peace and De-
velopment Council has
assisted private compa-
niesand local farmersin
cultivation of the plants
in a bid to meet the re-
gion' starget. During my
triptotheregioninearly
May 2006, | witnessed

over 21,800 acresof fields
havebeen putunder physic
nut. Physic nut planta-
tions are mushrooming in
Lashio, Kyaukme, Muse,
Kunlongand Laukkai dis-
trictsin Shan State(North)
and the fruits of the thriv-
ing plants are expected to

fortsof local farmers, pri-
vate companies and local
regiments and battalions

are beginning to show

good resultsand it issure
they will enjoy the fruits
of their labour.

The first batch of
fruits will be distributed

Article & Photos by
Thaung Win Bo

mature by June. Hence,

the state’s plan has come

to fruition.
Collaborative ef-

to loca farmers, private

farming companies and
local regiments and units
with a view to extended

. e . -
Shan State (North) produces small-scale milling machines to mill physic nut
seeds to extract physic nut oil.

cultivation of physic nut
plantsin the region.
Apart fromthefirst
batch, physic nut seeds
from the plantation will
be milled to produce bio
diesel to be used in farm-
ing machinery and gen-
erators for power supply
in rural areas.
Moreover, inanat-
tempt to assist in pro-
ducing bio-diesel, Shan
State (North) Peace and
Development Council
will provide grinding
machines to Township
and District Union Soli-

Thriving physic nut saplings being nurtured by Hnin Hnin Khaing

\ Company.

darity and Development
Associations and rural
areas in the state.

Hnin Hnin Khaing
Company, aprivatefarm-
ing company, has begun
its 1,000-acre-cultivation
target in early May onthe
Highland  Cultivation
Field No 3whilereclaim-
ing more virgin lands.
Now, the company isalso
farming its 145 acres of
mixed and double crop-
ping of physic nut in an
effort to reach the target.
The efforts of Shan State
(North) will finally be

crowned with successin
the near future.

Shan State(North)
Peace and Devel opment
Council will distributebio
diesel-fuelled  stoves,
lampsand generatorsfree
tolocal farmerswho cul-
tivate over 100 acres of
physicnut. Thisisagreat
encouragement to local
farmers. Shan State
(North) will have abun-
dant supplies of the bio-
diesel derived from
physic nut plants in the
near future.

Trandation - AMS

J
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ADUVUERTISEMENTS

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Whyeth, a Delaware corpo-
ration, of Five Giralda Farms,
Madison, New Jersey 07940,
U.S.A., is the Owner of the
following Trade Marks:

Reg. No. 934/1975

%

Reg. No. 936/1975
in respect of "Infants’ and
invalids' foods".

MUCAINE

Reg. No. 932/1975

MINULET

Reg. No. 469/1988

TRI-MINULET
Reg. No. 485/1988

in respect of "Medicinal and

Pharmaceutical preparations

and products”.

BONNA

Reg. No. 928/1975
in respect of "Food formula
for children”.

WYETH

Reg. No. 292/1981

‘Reg. No. 203/1981

Reg. No. 290/1981
in respect of "Medicinal,
pharmaceutical and vete-
rinary preparations, infants'
and invalids' foods; and
fungicides",

PROMIL

Reg. No. 2281/1989
in respect of " Infants' feed-
ing preparations”.

PREVENAR

Reg. Mo.5144/1999

PREVNAR

Reg. No. 340/2000
in respect of "Pharmaceutical
preparations; namely, a
hurnan vaccine",

PREMIA

Reg. No. 5098/2000

PREMELLE LD

Reg. No. 5999/2000
in respect of " Female hormo-
nal pharmaceutical prepara-
tions".

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt
with according o law.

Win Mu Tin

M.A., HG.P,DB.L
for Wyeth

P. O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 19 May, 2006

M)’ar

Building

A MODERN STATE
2005

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

MYANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

L This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

L1 Tlustrated with colourful photographs.

L Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

On salle US$ 5.00 per copy

Available at
R 381448,249031

Yangon B: 294306

] Sarpay Beikman Book Shop.No. 529.531, Merchant Street, Yangon
[ News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

# Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

§€efgrrog) (9)dfroodepeded:

MV JIANG NINGGUAN VOY NO (74)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV JANG
NINGGUANVOY NO(74) arehereby notified that the
vessel has arrived on 18.5.2006 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of S.P.W whereit will lie
at the consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.
Noclaimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SCOSCO SHIPPING CO,LTD
Phone No: 256916/256919/256921
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CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV HUA SHAN VOY NO (63)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV HUA SHAN
VOY NO (63) are hereby notified that the vessel has
arrived on 17.5.2006 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of B.SW where it will lie at the con-
signee’srisk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

Noclaimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SCOSCO SHIPPING CO,LTD
Phone No: 256916/256919/256921

3.

UNION OF MYANMAR

MINISTRY OF
MYANMA RAILWAYS

INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

RAIL TRANSPORTATION

Sealed Tender is invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the

following Stores which will be purchased in Foreign Exchange(US$,Euro,JP¥);-

Sr.No.  Tender No. Description Quantity
1. 12(T)8/MR(ML) Wheel Monobloc Rolled (Rough Machined) 120-Nos
2006-2007 for YDM 4 Diesel Electric Locomotives
1350 HP (Meter Guage) with Alco/DLW
Model 251 D Engine (as per Indian Railways
Standards)
Closing Date.  -16.6.2006 (Friday) (12:00) Hours
2. Tender documents are available at the office of the Deputy General

Manager (Supply), Myanma Railways, Corner of 51* Street and Merchant
Street, Botataung, Yangon starting from 17.5.2006 during the office hours.

For further details please call: 291982,291985, 201555(Ext-602,605,612)

Deputy General Manager

Supply Department,Myanma Railways,Botataung Yangon

Thebest timeto plant atree wastwenty years

ago. The second best time is now.

Russia to convert
“Airbus’ planes
Into car go
aircraft

BerLiN, 17 May—
Russian planes manu-
facturersaresettoconvert
older airbus passenger
planes into cargo aircraft
beginning from 2011,
accordingtoadeclaration
of intent signed here
Tuesday at the Inter-
national  Aerospace
Exhibition ILA.

Two Russian aero-
space companies, MIG
and Irkut, signed the
document and talks on a
full contract will be
followed to convert
narrow-body A320 and
A321 planesfor air cargo
freighter.— MNA/Xinhua
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Chinato substitute bio-fuel for 10m tons

of refined oil in 2020

Beling, 17 May — Chinawill beableto substitutebio-liquid fuel for 10 million tons of refined oil
productsin 2020, said a Chinese ener gy think tank on Tuesday.

Han Wenke, deputy
director of the Energy
Research Ingtitute of the
National Development
and Reform Commission
(NDRC), said at the
ongoing forum on
decentralized sustainable
energy solutionsinChina,
that by 2020 renewable
energy will increase
China’'s energy supply
capacity by 400 to 500

million tons of coal hydro, 30 million
equivalent. kilowatts by wind farm,
Then renewable | 150,000 kilowatts by

small wind, 30 million
kilowatts by biomass and
1.8 million kilowatts by
solar.

By 2020, China's
production capacity of
bio-liquidfuel suchasfuel
ethanol and bio-diesel will
reach 12 million tons,
which could substitute

energy will account for 10
per cent of China sannual
energy consumption, he
said.

China's electricity
installed capacity by
renewable energy will
be over 360 million
kilowatts, including 300
million kilowatts by

India’s strategic weapons programme
based on“tech factors’

New DeLHI, 17 May — Rebuitting reportsthat test firing
of Agni Il missilehad been hdted dueto USpressure, India
on Tuesday sai dthecountry’ sstrategi cweaponsprogramme
was based on “technical factors’ and assessment of the
overdl security environment. In identica darification,
federd Defenceand Externd Affarsspokesmansaidthough
Indiahad apolicy of responghility and restraint in pursuing
its strategic programme, decisons concerning testing of
different classesof missileswerebased on technical factors
and overall security environment— MNA/PTI

. I
A man visits the promotional exhibition of the movie ‘' The Da Vinci Code' in

Hong Kong, on 17 May, 2006. —I NTERNET

some 10 million tons of
refined oil products, said
Han.

Soaringinternational
oil priceshaveencouraged
investment in alterna-
tive energies. According
to statistics of the
Worldwatch Institute,
world output of etha-
nol and bio-diesel is
over 30 hillion litres in
2004, accountingfor 3 per
cent of the total gasoline
consumption that year.

Hansaidthat China's
current fuel ethanol pro-
duction capacity, with
corn as raw material, is
1.02milliontonsper year,
and the trial production
scale of fuel ethanol with
sweet sorghum as raw
material is 5,000 tons per
year.

The annual pro-
duction capacity of bio-
diesel is20,000 tons Chi-
na has been mixing a
percentage of ethanol
into gasoline in some
provinces including
northeastern Heilong-
jiang, Jilin and Liaoning
provinces, and Central
China sHenanand Anhui
provinces.

MNA/Xinhua

Vow of undying love disrupts wedding night in Malaysia

KuaLa Lumpur, 17 May — A Malaysian man slapped his wife on their
weddingnight and stor med out of their homeafter sher eceived atext message
from an unknown admirer who professed hisundying lovefor her.

“Though you are
married, | ill love you,”
was the message that

flashed on the screen of the
19-year-old woman's
mobile phone just as the

ARoyal Bengal tlger movesthrough apondmsdehls
enclosure at the zoo in New Delhi on 17 May, 2006.
China’'s help is critical to protect India’s tiger
population and Beijing needs to curb the market for
big cat skins and body parts, a leading Indian
conservation official saidon 17 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

couple were about to enter
their room at 2 am on
Sunday, officia news
agency Bernama reported.
Herhushand, 25, refused
to believe the woman's
statement that she did not
know who the sender wes,
hit her, tossed away the
phoneandwalkedout of the
house, the agency said on
Monday, quoting the
Borneo Post newspaper.
Police on the rugged
eadternidand havearrested
amanandareinvestigating
after the woman and her
family complained about
the incident in a case that
oneofficia calleduniquein
his 33-year career.
Thecouplearemembers
of thelban, atribeof former
headhunters that lives in
communal longhousesand
makes up about athird of
the population of Borneo.
MNA/Reuters

Heart disease costs Britain $55b a year

Lonpon, 17 May — Heart disease, the most preventable health threat, is
costing Britain’s economy 29 billion pounds (55 billion US dollars) a year, a

study showed on Monday.

In thefirst study of its
kind to calculate the
financial burden of
cardiovascular disease
(CVD), researchers from
the Health Economics
Research Centreat Oxford
University found that
Britain is spending more

healthcare money on the
condition than any other
European country.
Medical treatment
accountedfor about 60 per
cent of the total costs
attributedtothecondition,
while lost productivity
consumed 23 per cent and

Pacific Tsunami Centreready for exercise

WELLINGTON,17 May — Pacific Tsunami Centre
in Hawaii is making all preparationsready for a
tsunami war ning scenario on Wednesday.

According to Radio New Zealand International,
Pacific Tsunami Centre said the exercise is to test
countriesaround the Pacific of abilitiestorespondtoa
real emergency situation.

The exercise, named Exercise Pacific Wave, will
involve 28 countries.

Sincethe 7.9-magnitude earthquake hit Tongaon 3
May, the Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre has
experienced a spike in repliesto invitations about the
test that were sent out by aUN agency two monthsago.

The organization’s geophysicist, Stuart Koyanagi,
said on Tuesday earthquakeswill besimulatedin Chile
and on Taiwan's southern coast, and fake tsunami
warningswill beissuedtoall countriesparticipatingin
the test.— MNA/Xinhua

informal care 17 per cent,
according to the research
findings published in the
journa Heart.

The study showed 69
million work days were
lost due to cardiovascular
diseasein 2004.

Cardiovascular disease
is a leading Killer in
Britain.

High blood pressure,
raised cholesterol levels,
obesity and smoking are
leading risk factors.
Peoplewhosurviveaheart
attack or strokeoften need
care and long-term medi-
cal treatment.

The research is based
on al British residents
diagnosed with car-
diovascular disease in
2004. Costs include
medication, emergency
care, hospitalization and
community and social
Services.

MNA/Xinhua
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Pamplona erupts after Osasuna grab

Champions L eague spot
MADRID, 18 May — Osasuna have secured a
Champions L eague place for the first time with a
2-1 homewin over Valencia that sparked celebra-

tionsin Pamplona.

"It's like a dream you
never want to wake up
from," Osasunapresident
Patxi 1zco told reporters
after the club's last game
of the season on Tues-
day. "We have been in
the Champions League
places for 32 weeks this
seasonand deserveit. We
made it difficult near the
end but finally did it in
style by beating a great
Valenciaside."

The Navarrans had to
win to guarantee fourth
place because Sevilla
werelevel on pointswith
an inferior head-to-head
record.

Serbian striker Savo
Milosevic headed the
opener after 48 minutes
and midfielder David
Lopez added asecondtwo
minutes later.

Former Manchester
United goal keeper
Ricardo wasin fineform
as third-placed Valencia
applied the pressure near
theend, and remained un-
beaten until David Villa
scored fromafreekickin
injury time.

Osasuna coach Javier
Aguirre, who is leaving
after four yearsat theclub,
said: "It is an indescrib-
able emotion.

"Thisisthereward for
alarge number of people
because behind me there
are hundreds of workers
who will enjoy this even
more, and deservedly so."

The Mexican isbeing
linked with Atletico Ma-
drid. Osasuna will enter
thethird qualifyinground
of Europe's elite compe-
tition. Vaenciaendedthe
season a point behind
Real Madridwhofinished
runners-up to champions
Barcelona despite losing
4-3in Sevilla

MNA/Reuters

Steaua beat
Bacau to take

top SpO'[

BucHAREsT, 18 May —
SteauaBucharest grabbed
top spot in Romania on
Wednesday after winning
2-0 away to bottom side
FCM Bacau.

With three rounds re-
maining, Steaua have 55
points, two more than
Sportul Studentesc and
Rapid Bucharest.

Goalsineachhalffrom
striker Andrei Cristeaand
midfielder Florin Lovin,
both former Bacau play-
ers, gave Steaua victory.

MNA/REeuters

When Arsenal were
only 14 minutes away
fromtheir first ever Eu-
ropean champions, their
defencewhich conceded
only two goals on their
way tothefinal thissea
sonfell aparttoBarcelo-
na's ferocious attacks.

Sol Campbell's
thumping header gave
Arsenal a 37th minute
lead -- after goalkeeper
Jens Lehmann had been
sent off for a foul on
Samuel Eto'o.

Thierry Henry
missed acrucial chance
to give Arsend a two-
god lead before Eto'o

1 J o"' -

fired home with 14 min-
utes left.

Henrik Larsson then
set up fellow substitute
Juliano Belletti to win it
four minutes later to sink
Arsenal.

Henry opened in sen-
sational fashionand could
havetwice given Arsena
the lead in the first three
minutes.

Heturnedbrilliantlyin Barcelonaplayersposethh thetrophyafter Barce-
lona won the Champions League final against Ar-
tobedeniedby thediving | gonq) in the Stadede Francein Saint-Denis, outside
Paris, on 17 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

the Barcelona box, only

Victor Valdesfrompoint-
blank range.
And from the result-

Barcelona rebounce to beat Arsenal in Champions L eague

Paris, 18 May — Thebest defence succumbed to best attack in the European ChampionsL eague
final as Barcelona scored two late goals to beat 10-man Arsenal 2 lon Wednesday

was pushed to safety by

ing short corner, he fired | Valdes.

in an angled drive which

Lehmann had already
shown his quaity with
two stops from Ludovic
Giuly and Deco-- butwas
shown the red card in a
moment of drama after
18 minutes.

Ronaldinho played in
Eto'o, who was upended
by Lehmann as he
rounded the keeper.

Giuly tapped in the
loose ball, but Arsenal

e S were at least reprieved

Arsenal’ sSoI Campbell (L) headsthe ball to score | from going behind be-
duringtheir ChampionsL eaguefinal match against
Barcelona at the Stade de France in Saint Denis | had already blown for the
near Paris, on 17 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

causereferee TerjeHauge

foul.

Lehmann was sent
off for hisfoul on Eto'o
with Manuel Almunia
coming on for the un-
lucky Robert Pires, in
possibly his last game
for the club.

Barcelonawerestart-
ing to take control when
Arsena stunned the fa-
vourites by going ahead
after 37 minutes.

Arsenal were fortu-
nate to be given a
freekick when Em-
manuel Eboue tumbled
threatrically under a
challenge from Carles

Puyol.

MNA/Xinhua

World Cup mascot maker
filesfor insolvency

BerLIN, 17 May —
TheGermanmanufacturer
of World Cup mascot
"Goleo" has declared it-
self insolvent.

German media reports

Clijstersrecoverstoreach last 16 in Rome

Rowme, 18 May 18 —
SecondseedKimClijsters
reached the last 16 of the
Italian Openwitha4-6, 6-
1, 6-3 win over Japanese
qualifier AkikoMorigami
on Tuesday.

The 22-year-old Bel-
gian, the highest-ranked
player in the claycourt
tournament after Amelie
Mauresmo withdrew with
a stomach bug, struggled
to find her rhythm at the

start.

Clijstersmadeaseries
of unforced errors to let
slip a one-bresk advan-
tageand gifted Morigami
thefirst set.

However, shesteadied
herself to break the Japa-
nese in the first game of
thesecond set after which
it was no contest.

"Thelasttimel played
on clay was in Warsaw
(earlier this month) and

Switzerland Patty Schnyder returnsthe ball to
Russia's Vera Dushevina during their match at the
Rome Masters tennis tournament, in Rome, on 17
May, 2006. —INTERNET

the surface was com-
pletely different,” said
Clijsters, who will regain
the world number one
ranking from Mauresmo
if she wins in Rome this
week.

"It took abit of timeto
get used to it, but | kept
going for my shots and
luckily things went better
in the second and third
sets."

Clijsters next faces
16th seed Dinara Safina,
who did just enough to
beat MariaElenaCamerin
6-4, 6-4.

"She's a very good
player andif | wanttowin
I will have to play good
tennis," said Clijsters.

"She'syoung and hun-
gry and has a good kick
serve that puts a lot of
pressure on the opponent.
It will be important to be
playing well from the
start.”

MNA/Reuters

said sluggish demand for
the cuddly toy lion was
partly responsible for the
firm's problems."Wefiled
for insolvency," aspokes-
man for the Bavarian toy
maker Nici AG said, de-
cliningtocommentfurther.
Thefirm, based in the
Bavarian town of
Altenkunstadt, cited its
inability to make pay-
mentsasitsreason for fil-
ing for insolvency, a
spokesmanfor thedistrict
court in Coburg said.
The product — agrin-
ninglionwithathick mane
— ison sale ahead of the
World Cup at 19.95 euros
(25.5 USdallars).
Hewearsasoccer shirt
with the number 6 but is
trouserless. His sidekick
isatalking football called
Pille— MNA/Reuters

Orangutans in jerseys representing the South Ko-
rean (L) and the French soccer teamsperform at an
animal show wishing South Korean national soccer
team victory against Francein the 2006 World Cup
in Germany, in Seoul, on 18 May, 2006. South Korea
have been drawn in World Cup Group G along with
France, Switzerland and Togo for next month's
tournament in Germany. —I NTERNET

Chonbuk battlethrough to AFC Champions League quarters

KuaLa Luvprur, 18May 8
— South Korean side
Chonbuk Motors recovered
from a goa down to best
Chinese champions Ddian
Shide 3-1 in Jeonju and ad-
vance to the quarterfinas of
theAFC ChampionsLeague
onWednesday. Needingvic-
tory tofinishtop of Group E,
Chonbuk fel behind in the

57th minute when visting
griker Zou Jerounded god-
keeper Kwoun Sun-taetoput
hissde 1-0up.
Ddlian, who needed only
a draw to go through, then
meade the misteke of stting
back ontheirone-god advan-
tegeand paid aheavy price
Midfidder KimHyeung-
bum egudized in the 66th

minutewithadeflected drive
and Wang Jung-hyung put
Chonbuk aheednineminutes
fromtheendafter controlling
the ball on his ches, tumning
and blagting past goakeeper
ChenDong. Kimmeadesure
of victory in the 87th minute
withalow,angledshatforhis
second godl..
MNA/Reuters
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Gazprom says Cheney remarkswill not
affect Shtokman

TAsHKENT, 18 May — The deputy head of Russian gas monopoly Gazprom said on Wednesday that
recent criticism of Russiaby US Vice-President Dick Cheney would not affect its choice of partnersfor
the huge Shtokman project.

Cheney said earlier
this month that M oscow
was playing power poli-
tics with its energy re-
sources and warned
against any attempt to
turnoil andgasintotools
of intimidation or black-
mail.

He made the com-
ments shortly before
Gazprom was due to un-
veil its choice of firmsto
help it develop the
Shtokman gasfield inthe
Arctic Barents Sea.

Two US firms,
ConocoPhillips  and
Chevron, are on the
shortlist of five possible
partners in Shtokman,
which is likely to need
more than 20 billion US
dollars of investment to
achieve Gazprom's plan
of shipping liquefied
natural gas to the United
States.

Gazprom deputy
chief executiveAlexander
Ryazanov, asked if

Cheney’s remarks would

have a negative impact,
replied: “Not on us. Be-
cause we are looking at
the project’ s economics.

“Thosewho offer the
best economics will be
invited into the project,”
hetold anews conference
in Tashkent.

“We believe that the
involvement of US com-
paniesin Shtokman could
giveaccesstothemarkets
of such powerful compa-
niesas Conoco and Chev-
ron.

‘ - £
A Mainland Chinese performer of the Shaanxi Traditional Opera

Research I nstitute performs ‘water sleeves’ during the rehearsal for
her upcoming performance in Hong Kong on Tuesday, 16 May, 2006.
The performance will be held from 16 to 18 May.—INTERNET

“But on the other
hand, as of today we are
already capable of imple-
menting projects without
a very large number of
partners. We have the
economic, financial and
probably even technical
potential toimplementthis
project.

“Theimportant thing
isto movetheproject for-
ward so we can start pro-
ducing the first gas in
2011

The other firms
shortlisted for Shtokman
are France's Tota and
Norway's Statoil and Hy-
dro.

Gazpromhasreceived
final bids from the five
companies and is in the
processof makingitslong-
awaited and much-de-
layed decision.

Ryazanov said it
was now expected “by
theend of May”, signal -
ling alikely further de-
lay to an announcement
that had been expected
this week.

MNA/Reuters
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas

[ WEATHER ]

Thursday, 18 May, 2006

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours, Rain or thun-
dershowers have been widespread in Yangon and
Taninthayi Divisions, scattered in Mon State and
Ayeyawady Division, isolatedin Kachin, Rakhineand
Kayin Statesand Bago Divisionwithisolated heavyfall
inTaninthayi Division, weather hasbeen partly cloudy
in the remaining States and Divisions. Day tempera-
tures were (3°C) to (4C°) above normal in Kachin,
Shan and Rakhine States, Yangon Division, (3°C) to
(4°C) below normal in Kayin and Mon States, Bago,
Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Divisions, (5°C) below
normal in Kayah Stateand about normal intheremain-
ing areas. The significant day temperatures were
Monywa and Minbu (38°C) each. The noteworthy
amounts of rainfallsrecorded were Kawthoung (5.00)
inches, Myeik (2.12) inches, Pyapon (1.6) inchesand
Machanbaw (1.26) inches.

Maximum temperatureon 17-5-2006 was 88°F.
Minimum temperature on 18-5-2006 was 68°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 18-5-2006 was
(92%). Total sunshine hours on 17-5-2006 was (1.6)
hours approx.

Rainfals on 18-5-2006 were (0.31) inch at
Mingaladon, (0.51) inch at Kaba-Ayeand (0.48) inch
at Central Y angon. Total rainfalssince 1-1-2006 were
(8.74) inches at Mingaladon, (9.25) inches at Kaba-
Aye and (9.06) inches at Central Y angon. Maximum
wind speed at Y angon (Kaba-Aye) was (7) mph from
Southeast at (11:30) hours MST on 17-5-2006.

Bay inference: Monsoon is moderate in the
Andaman Seaand the South Bay and weather iscloudy
intheWest Central Bay and partly cloudy elsewherein
the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 19-5-2006:
Rain or thundershowers will be widespread in Mon
State, Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions, scattered in
Kachin, Rakhine and Kayin States, Bago and
Ayeyawady Divisions, isolatedin Chinand Shan States
and upper Sagaing Divisionwithlikelihood of isolated
heavyfallsin Mon State and Taninthayi Division and
wesather will be partly cloudy in the remaining areas.
Degree of certainty is (80%).

Stateof thesea: Squallswith moderateto rough
sea are likely at times off and along Deltaic, Gulf of
Mottama, Mon-Taninthayi Coast. Surface wind speed
in squalls may reach (35) to (40) mph. Seas will be
moderate elsewhere in Myanmar Waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of thundery conditions in the Deltaic areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 19-5-2006: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areas for 19-5-2006: Some rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (80%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areasfor 19-5-2006: Partly cloudy.
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Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw train launched

Nay Pvi Taw, 18 May — A ceremony to launch
Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw Express Train was
held at Pyinmana Station in Nay Pyi Taw at 7 am
today, attended by Minister for Rail Transportation
Maj-Gen Aung Min.

First, Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-
Gen Aung Min greeted departmental heads, guests
and employees at Pyinmana Station.

At No 1 Platform in Pyinmana Station, the
minister sprinkled scented water on thelocomotive of
No 107 Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan RBE Express Up-Train

s N

INSIDE

On thereturn journey, | was
asking myself a question “Which
isthetrue wish of the villagers?”
At that time, the title of a short
story “Which is the option, little]
village?’ cameintomy mind. They
would surely answer “ Peace, pros-
perity and progress’.

that would depart for Bagan Station.

Likewise, Deputy Ministers Thura U Thaung
Lwin and U Pe Than sprinkled scented water on the
locomotive.

Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min and the deputy
ministerscordially greeted passengerswhowouldride
the express train, and presented souvenirs to them to
mark the launching ceremony.

At 7.15 am, the minister, the deputy ministers
and guests waved hands to the passengers riding the
Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan Express Train that left Pyinmana
Station.

Rail Transportation Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min waves at passengers on board Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan Express Train on departure for Bagan. — mMNA

After theceremony, theminister inspected sani-
tation and beautifying tasksat PyinmanaStation Y ard,
and entertainment programmes for passengers, and
attended to the needs.

AtNo 1 Platform, Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min
inspected No 101 Nay Pyi Taw-Kyaukpadaung Ex-
press Up-Train. The minister cordially greeted pas-
sengers and explained smooth and speedy transport
facilities of Myanma Railways.

No 107 Nay Pyi Taw-Bagan ExpressUp-Train
leaves Pyinmana Station in Nay Pyi Taw at 7.15 am

(See page 10)
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Information Minister attends cash presentation
ceremony to hail Fourth Literary Conference

YAnGoN, 18 May —
A ceremony to present
cash donations in honour
of the Fourth Literary
Conference of  the

Myanmar Writers and
Journalists Association
was held at the meeting

Information Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan accepts cash donations from
Mingalar Taungnyunt Township WJA Patron U Kyaw Nyunt (Kyaw Nyunt

Yi) and wife. — mnA

hall of Ministry of Infor-
mationon Theinbyu Street
this afternoon.
Preentontheoccasion
were Minister for Infor-
mation Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan, directors-general
and official sof thedepart-
ments and enterprises un-
der the ministry, Chair-
man of MWJA U Hla
Myaing (Ko Hsaung),
CEC members, well-
wishers and guests.
Duringtheceremony,
Secretary of MWJA U Hla
Tun (Hla Tun-Twantay)
acted asmaster of ceremo-
nies. First, Chairman of

MWJA UHlaMyaing (Ko
Hsaung) extended greet-
ings on the occasion.

Next, Minister Brig-
GenKyaw Hsan presented
K 50,000 to Chairman of
MWJA UHlaMyaing (Ko
Hsaung).

The cash and kind
donations made were K
300,000 each by
Myanma Radio and Tel-
evision, Informationand
Public RelationsDepart-
ment, Publishing and
Printing Enterprise,
News and Periodicals
Enterprise and Myanma
Motion Picture Enter-

prise, K 500,000 by
Eleven Media Group,
K 300,000 by , Chief Edi-
tor U Ohn Maung of
Naing-ngan Gonyi maga-
zine (Myinmu-Maung
Naing Moe), K 250,000
by Dr Tin Tun Oo and
wife (Thutasweson Pub-
lishing House), K
200,000 each by U Kyaw
Nyunt (Kyaw Nyunt Yi)
and wife, and U Mya
Thein (Moe Htet Myint-
Delta), K 12,000 by U
Naing Gyi (FutureHealth
journal), K 100,000 by
Daw Khin Khin Sein
(See page 11)

Partly cloudy.

Partly cloudy.

Weather Forecast for (19-5-2006)

Nay Pyi Taw & neighbouring areas

Yangon & neighbouring areas
Some rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (80%).

Mandalay & neighbouring areas




