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*  Stability of theState, community peace

order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

nation in accord with the new State
Congtitution

and tranquillity, prevalenceof law and "

* Building of a new modern developed "

Development of agriculture as the base and all-round || {1+

development of other sectorsof the economy aswell
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from

sour cesinsidethe country and abroad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept *

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Government not in favour of war
that it Is taking security measures

As KNU has been time and again jeopardizing and
harming the lives and property of the people, the
Government has to take security measures

KNU drove out the people to prevent them from
contacting Tatmadaw and to displace them
Large number of rural people lose lives and

limbs due to booby traps of KNU

A

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan makes
clarification during the study tour of
journalists in Bago Division. — MNA

Y aNGoN, 14 May — The following is the full
text of the clarifications made by Chairman of the
Information Committee of the State Peace and
Development Council Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan on the study tour of
journalists at Thabyenyunt village in Thandaung
Township, Southern Command area of Bago Divi-
sion on 13 May:

Today’s study tour is for you journalists to
witness measures taken for ensuring security and
the rule of law and all-round developments in
Southern Command area of Bago Division as well
as troubles of local people caused by racism, power
struggle and bullies among KNU insurgents and
terrorist acts such as massacres, setting of fire and
planting of mines by KNU.

The present commander of KNU brigade-2
which is now moving about in some far flung areas
of Southern Command is Ah Si, son of KNU

T e

vice-chairman Tamalar Baw. Previously, the KNU
brigade-2 commander was Baw Ni who died of
malaria in February 1992. After his death, KNU
brigade-2 followers wished Baw Ni's elder son
KNU brigade-2 battalion-6 commanding officer
Steel Bar to become the brigade-2 commander.
Likewise, Gayba / Bwe Kayin nationals residing
in the area wished Steel Bar to become brigade-2
commander as he is also a native.

However, in view of strengthening and
expanding his power, KNU vice-chairman
Tamalar Baw appointed his son Ah Si as
brigade-2 commander. Moreover, Ah S, out of racism,
always favoured Paku Kayin nationas. Thus, local
Gayba / Bwe Kayin nationds were not stisfied with it.
Since then, power struggles, forming cliques, tortures,
bullying, finding faults and killings took place within the
brigade-2.

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Towards|ICT development in
Myanmar

Now isthe time when theworld is expe-
riencing the rapid advancement of Informa-
tion Technology. Hence, services of IT have
hit highest level. To keep pace with the ad-
vancement of 1T, Myanmar is making relent-
less efforts in all aspects.

For the development of IT in Myanmar,
it isrequired to impart knowledge on IT to
the people. The workshops on IT have been
held constantly in the nation for the youthsto
be able to apply IT effectively in the practical
field.

At present, cover age of information from
one country to another or from one region to
another has undergone a great change. The
growth of digital technology and itsimpact on
multimedia and Information and Communi-
cation Technology (ICT) have led to changes
in our daily life.

As the use, application and integration
of ICT isimperative, the gover nment in coop-
eration with computer scientists, computer in-
dustrialists and foreign expertsistaking every
possible step for the nation to keep abreast of
global nations.

A group of technicians was formed to
introduce the system of Myanmar character
in computer and thanks to the efforts of these
persons, the Myanmar character system using
Unicode system has emerged and Myanmar
consonants, vowels, numbers and special sym-
bols can be used in digital form on various
computer systems.

The ICT isbeing used in the education
sector for development of human resour ces ca-
pable of serving the national interest most. Ac-
cordingly, multimedia classrooms, e-Education
centres, data broadcasting system and Internet
are being applied extensively at the basic edu-
cation high schools.

In the meantime, the international level
Silicon Valley plan that can be termed “ Cyber
City” has been laid down in Yadanabon
Myothit.

At a time when the world is seeing the
expeditious development of ICT in all sectors,
it is incumbent upon e-National Task Force,
Myanmar Info-Tech Corporation, Myanmar
Computer Federation and their congenial or-
ganizations to try their best for development
of ICT in Myanmar.

i PERSPECTIVES ]}

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Deputy Information Minister inspects departmental
tasks in Myitkyina

1

| . d

Deputy Minister for Information Brig-Gen Aung Thein meets with service personnel of
IPRD in Myitkyina. — MNA

Y aNGoN, 14 May — Deputy Minister for In-
formation Brig-Gen Aung Thein, accompanied by
Director U Maung Pe of Information and Public
Relations Department, arrived at Myitkyina on 8
May.

Together with Secretary of Kachin State Peace
and Development Council Lt-Col Maung Myo and
Lt-Col Kyaw Soe Oo of the command headquarters,
the deputy minister inspected Kachin State/District
IPRDs, MRTV Re-transmission Station, Sub-print-

ing House and the branch of Myanma Motion Pic-
ture Enterprise.

At Kachin State Library, the minister met staff
and gave necessary instructions. He stressed the need
to maintain self-reliant village libraries for their
durability. Staff are to seek ways to organize the
rural readers for the libraries. He urged them to
submit requirements in their tasks to the local au-
thorities.

MNA

Tournament 22-28

YancoN, 14 May — The Tennis Federa-
tion of Myanmar President’s Cup Tennis Tour-
nament, to be organized by Myanmar Tennis
Federation, will be held at Theinbyu Tennis
Court, here, from 22 to 28 May.

The tournament will be categorized as the
men'’s singles open class and doubles class, the
team event, the U-10, the U-12, and the U-14
boys and girls events.

Myanmar Tennis Federation will accom-
modate clubs and youth players from the dis-
tricts.

Those wishing to take part in the tourna-
ment may enlist at the federation, Tel: 372360,
not later than 10 am on 21 May. At 1 pm on that
day, officials from each team are to attend the
ceremony to draw fixtures of the matches at the
office of the federation.

MNA

Chinese delegation
arrives

Yancon, 14 May — At the invitation of At-
torney-General U Aye Maung, a Chinese delegation
led by Deputy Attorney-General Mr Hengyang of
Henan Province of the People’s Republic of China
arrived here by air this afternoon.

The Chinese delegation was welcomed at
Yangon International Airport by Deputy Attorney-
General Dr Tun Shin, Chinese embassy staff,
Deputy Director-General’s U Tin Myint of the At-
torney-General’s Office, the Y angon Division Law
Officer and officials of the Attorney-General’s Of-
fice.

Deput)} Attorney-General Dr Tun Shin
welcomes Chinese delegation members. — mna

Accompanied by officias of the Attorney-
General’s Office, the Chinese delegation visited
Myanma Gems Mart and its salesroom in the evening.

MNA

( TFM President’s Cup Tennis A

NPE Managing Director leaves for Indonesia

Yancon, 14 May |8
— Managing Director U |
Soe Win of News and
Periodicals Enterprise
together with Deputy
Director U Tin Kyi of
Press Scrutinizing and
Registration Division of
Printing and Publishing
Enterpriseleft here by air
this morning to attend
the Workshop on En- |
hancing ASEAN-China |
Cooperation through In-
formation and Media to
be held in Indonesia
from 16 to 19 May.

The Managing Di-
rector and party was seen
off at Yangon Interna-

R—

Managing Director U :Soe Win of NPE seen tdgeiher with officials
before departure for Indonesia. — mna

tional Airport by Chief (News) U Khin Maung

Editor U Thet Swe of Kyaw Din, officials and

Myanma News Agency family members.
(Internal), Chief Editor U

Y e Myint Pe of Myanma
Alin Daily, Chief Editor
U Myint Swe of Kyemon
Daily, Deputy Director

MNA
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Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad.

JAKARTA, 13 May — Visiting
Iranian  President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad said hereon Friday that
the threat of possible US military
attacks for aleged nuclear weapon
development would not terrify his
country. The President respondedto a
question from an audience during a

Iranian President downplays
possible US attacks

visit at the headquarters of Indonesia's
largest Muslim Group Nahdlatul

“They launch propagandawithglum
looks on their faces and noisy voiceto
terrify our country. But | can tell you
that Iran isnot afraid,” he said, adding
that if the United States and its allies
materialized their military campaign,
the Iranian people reserve theright to
defend their homeland.

Ahmadinejad arrived in Indonesia
on Wednesday for a state visit and to
attend the summit of eight Muslim
countries on Bali Island this weekend.

The eight countries grouping in the
D-8 include Bangladesh, Egypt,
Indonesia, Iran, Malaysia, Nigeria,
Pakistan and Turkey. — MNA/Xinhua
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2,400-year-old salt filter unearthedin north China

SHIJIAZHUANG, 13 May — Ar chaeologistshavediscover ed a 2,400-year -old
filter that was used to extract salt from seawater in North China.

Ancient Chinese in
coastal areasused to extract
sdtfrom seawater, by using
afilter that would be placed
under a caldron containing

seawater blendedwithplant
ash, said Wang Lingfeng,
director of the office for
protection of cultura re-
lics in Haixing County,

Moder ate quakejolts

Indonesia, no casualties

JAKARTA, 13 May — An earthquake measuring 5.9
rocked the southern tip of Indonesia's Sumatra lsland
on Friday, but there were no reports of casualties or
damage, the Bureau of Meteorology and Geophysics
said.

Residentsin the capital, Jakarta, also felt the quake,
whose epicentre lay in the Sunda Straits about 30
kilometres (20 miles) south of Bandar Lampung City.
The straits separate Sumatraand the main Javalsland,
and Bandar Lampung City lies 175 kilometres (110
miles) west of Jakarta— MNA/Reuters

Cangzhou City of Hebel
Province.

Thefilter is believed to
be from the Spring and
Autumn Period (770 BC-
476 BC) and was in good
conditionwhenitwasfound
in Haixing County, Wang
sad. The hemet-shaped
filter is 22 centimetre tall
with the inside diameter of
13.7 centimetre and the
outside diameter of 19.5
centimetre. Windinggullies
werefoundinsidethefilter.

Along with the filter, a
drain, fragments of pottery,
metal ware, plant ashand a
brine well were unearthed.

MNA/Xinhua

Yancon, 15 May —
The following is the
message sent by the
Secretary-General of the
United Nations on the
occasion of I nternational
Day of Families, which
falls on today.

The theme for this
year's International Day
of Families, “ Changing
Families: Challengesand
Opportunities”, high-
lights the profound
transformations which
this basic unit of society
has been undergoing in
recentyears. Theaverage
family sizehasdecreased
all over theworld; young
peoplearegettingmarried
at later age; the average
age of mothers at first
birthhasincreased; infant
mortality rates have
declined; and couplesare
having fewer children.
Thetraditional, extended
family is being replaced
by the nuclear family,
even as grandparents are
living longer and several
family generations are
living side by side.
Alternative forms of

[The Secretary General M essage on the]
I nter national Day of Families

union have grown more
common, such as
unmarried cohabitation, or
marriages of migrant
workers not living in the
same city or country as
their spouses. Divorcehas
increased, accompanied
by remarriage, with more
and more children living
in a family with a step-
parent. Significant
numbers of both single-
parentfamiliesandsingle-
person households have
emerged, including a
rising number of older
personsliving alone. And
theHIV/ AIDS pandemic
is wreaking havoc on
families, often depriving
children of their parents,
leaving grandparents to
care for children.

Many of these
transformations call into
guestions the structure of
society as we know it.
They require us to work
together to adapt, to shape
publicpolicy inaway that
addresses the needs of
families, to ensure that
basic services such as
education and health are

providedtoall citizens—
especially children—
irrespective of their
family situation.

Some of the changes|
in family structure have
also brought new oppor-
tunities, such as new and
wider optionsfor girlsand
women. They have
provided impetus for
Governments to deve-
lop new policies in
collaboration with civil
society. And as countries|
work tointegrateafamily|
perspective into nation-
al policy-making, the]
United Nationssystemis
striving to reflect thig
perspective in the glo-
bal intergovernmental
process.

Duringthistimeof
ongoing change, weneed
to build an environment|
that sustains and support|
families, while rein-
forcing the opportunities|
for fulfilment that &
positive family life
provides. On thisg|
International Day, let us|
rededicate ourselves to
that mission.—UNIC

Four Nile

Cairo, 13 May —
Four vacant cruise ships
anchoring next to one
another caught fire on

Mothersprotest Irag war at White House

WasHinGTON, 14May — A group of mother sled by prominent war opponent Cindy Sheehan, wholost
her soldier son in Irag, started a 24-hour vigil outside the White House to protest thewar in Iraq.

Actress Susan Saran- | military attack againstiran.
don was also expected “| don’t want any more
to attend part of the | momstogrievefor achild
demonstration Sunday, | lost in this unjust,

on Mother's Day. The | unnecessary war in Irag,”
protestersarecalingforan | said Sheehan, who has
end to the Irag war and to | become a leading war
express opposition to a ' protesters since her 24-

year-old son was killed in
Iraq.
"ThisMother'sDay well
beoutsidetheWhiteHouse
all day and all night
demandingthet our children
come home from Iraq and
not be sent to another
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White House (background) in Washington, as part of the CodePink Women for

Anti-war protestersform the words“Mom saysnowar” on the Ellipse near the

Peace 24-hour Mother's Day peace vigil. —INTERNET

reckless war in Iran,” she
saidinastatement. WWomen
for Peace, made up of
mothersand their families,
metat3:00pm (1900GMT)
prepared to spend thenight
outside the White House
before dispersing at the
sametime Sunday.
Sarandon was to atend
from 1:00 to 4:00 pm on
Sunday, when “ organizers
plan a dramatic action,”
according to the anti-war
group Code Pink.
Eventsincludeaconcert,
filmscreenings, workshops
on legislative strategies,
writinglettersto First Lady
LauraBush, apink pgama
party, an interfaith service
on Sunday morning, and a
visit to Walter Reed Army
Medica Center to deliver
rosesto mothersand wives
of injured soldiers, the
group said—Internet

cruise shipscatch fire |

Friday inapierin Egypt's
famed tourist city of
Luxor, some 680 kilo-
metres south of Cairo, the
official MENA news
agency reported.

Policeandfirefighters
rushed to the wharf and
stamped out the fire, said
the report, adding that no
tourist was on board of
any of thefour shipswhen
the fire broke out.

The accident was
under investigation, it
said. Travellingoncruise
ship for several daysand
nights up and down the
Nile, theworld’slongest
river, is popular with
foreign tourists, who go
to the Upper Egypt
largely to get a glimpse
of Egypt’s ancient
civilization.

MNA/Xinhua
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Keiko the killer whale swimsin the Skaalvik Fjord,
some 400 km (250 miles) northwest of the
Norwegian capital Oslo, in thisfile photo.

Governmentsin rich nations sometimes write
virtual blank cheques to protect exotic animals —
even as thousands of less glamorous creatures and

plants slide silently into oblivion. In one of the
most costly examples, animal lovers paid $20
million to retrain Keiko, star of the “ Free Willy”
movies, for lifein thewild. Keiko died of

pneumoniain a Norwegian fjord in 2003, 18

months after he was freed. —INTERNET
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Y ANGON, 14 May—In
their tour around the
Southern Command in
Bago Division, onarrival
at Htantabin Townshipon
the eastern bank of the
Sittoung River and
Thabyenyunt Village in
Thandaung Township,
Kayin State, local and
foreign journalistsraised
guestionsonawiderange
of subjects including
tortures and murders of
innocent peopl e, torching
villages, threats and
bullying committed by
KNU. Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan, officials,
local residents and those
who have returned to the
legal fold replied to the
queries. Their questions
and answers are as
follows.

U Myat Khaing
(Great Journal and
Good News Journal)

I would like to put
some questions. Which
arrangements does the
government make for
insurgentsto return to the
legal fold, andhow dothey
make contacts with the
government?| havelearnt
that the government has
set up a model village in
Thabyenyunt Village, but
themodel villagehasbheen
destroyed twice. | would

kN
U Myat Soe Hlaing.
MNA

like to know how the
government is making
arrangements for
protectingthevillagefrom
such danger. There
exploded a time bomb in
Penwegon yesterday
leaving a person dead. |
would like to know
whether it was correct or
not. Lastly, some foreign
broadcasting stations are
making counter
accusationsthat the bomb
blasts are responsible for
the government and the
military intelligence.
Make clarification to that

point, please.
Saw Lay (battalion (5)
of KNU brigade (2)

| returnedtothelegal
fold in April last year.
Thereasonswhy | did so
are that al the acts of
KNU leadersare unjust.
KNU leaders of same
position are hostile to
each other. And they
always try to cheat one
another. | amnot satisfied
with these points. They
designate status such as
Paku, Bwe and Gaybar.
Major Ar Si of Brigade
(2) isof Paku status. We
subordinates of battalion
(5) are of Bwe status.
Supposing a cash
assistance of 10,000
kyats for subordinates
like us has been received
by Major Ar Si, we
receiveabout 2,000kyats
only. They areangry with
each other regarding that
problem. Such acts were
completely intolerable
and we decided to return
tothelegal fold. | wanted
tolead apeaceful lifeand
so | returned to
Thabyenyunt Village.
But, to my dismay, KNU
members had already
torched the houses of my
village, and my house
wasalsodestroyed. They
also killed a friend of
mine. The torching of
villages is totally
unacceptable to me.
Some friends of mine
were among those who
were killed by KNU.

U Myat Khaing.—mna

They abducted two of my
friends. | am not sure as
to whether they are still
aliveor not. Major Ar Si
variously plotted
schemesagainst battalion
(6) commander Steel Bar.
Major Ar Si aso accused
Jiji of havinggonewitha
nurse. So, Jiji was
punished. | did not know
how thecentral body took
action regarding that

case. The commander of
battalion (6) wasplanning
toreturntothelegal fold.
But, Major Ar Si noticed
that and they sent Steel
Bar to the central body.
Major Ar Si killed five
villagers of Hsidawpho
Village. Indeed, the
villagers were innocent.
Minister  Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan,

Regarding the first
question, the Tatmadaw’ s
military camps have been
stationed in various
regions for many yearsto
receive insurgents who

Secretary of
Bago
Division
Peace and
Development
Council Lt-
Col Thein

Lwin.
MNA

wanted to return to the
legal fold. Military
columnsdo security work
and military operationsin
respectiveregions. Those
insurgents who want to
returntothelegal fold can
contact these military
camps or columns.
Residents of respective
villages have been
informed that such
insurgents can return to
thelegal fold by doing so.
There have been so many
insurgents who have

U Wai Phyo.—mnNA

returned to the legal fold
through respective
villages.

Regarding the second
question, we Tatmadaw
members have to crush
their enemies. But, when
an insurgent informed a
military camp that he
wantstoreturntothelegal

fold, then they have to
welcome
insurgent. The
government  makes
arrangements to provide
necessary assistance for
such insurgents. For
instance, for those in
Thabyenyunt Village, the
government builtlow-cost
houses, gave a yoke of
oxen and a cart, and
reclaimed lands. These
arrangements are for
individuals. The

such an

government has taken
necessary measures for
the

insurgents who

returned to the legal fold
in groups such as Major
Saw Feri Moe and party.

Regarding No 2
question, the government
istaking security measures
systematically for the
villages. Tatmadaw
outposts have been
stationedinevery strategic
site. So, the government
has already taken
necessary measures to
protect all the villages
including Thabyenyunt
Village.

Regarding No 3
guestion, thecaseisunder
investigation, and it is
found that the person was

U Hein Latt.—MNA
aninsurgent. Whenhewas
carrying the mine to the
targeted place, it exploded
accidentally and killed
him.

Regarding No 4
question,  whenever

Tactical
Operations
Commander I!
of Southern -

Command

Col Khin

MaungOo.

MNA

bombs were blasted, we
managed to expose the
majority of the culprits.
Andthey committedthese
acts under arrangements,
of KNU. WeandtheKNU
member we had arrested
dready explained at the
previouspressconference
that KNU masterminded
the bomb blast that took
place in Toungoo.
Similarly, respective
culprits had already
confessed to the bomb
explosions in the places
such as Penwegon and
Pyuthey committed under
the cash offers and
coercionof KNU. So, itis
apparent that KNU and
accomplices are com-
mitting such destructive
acts.
U Aung Thu Myaing
(Jiji PressNewsAgency)
How far is
Thabyenyunt Village
from Toungoo? Is
Thabyenyunt Village
located in Kayin State or
in Bago Division? What
is the village's
population? What are the
populationsof Kayinsand
Bamarsthere? And when
wasit established?
Bago Division PDC

J

T r I~ J-/ 2
ﬁ E L el

Dr Tin Tun Oo.—nNA
Secretary Lt-Col Thein

Lwin,

Thevillageislocated
in Thandaung Township,

4 .

Questions and Answers }

Kayin State, and is about
30 miles far from
Toungoo. It is situated at
the borders of three
townships — Htantabin,
Kyaikkyi,and Thandaung.
Minister Brig-GenKyaw
Hsan,

Thabyenyunt Village
is made up of more than
300 houses with a
population of over 2,000
people. Among them,
some are Pa-O
nationalitiesand someare
Kayinnationalities. There
are other national racesin
the village. Naturally,
there is no village in
Myanmar inwhich people
of a single national race
live. Andevery villageand
township is like a small
Union. Similarly,
Thabyenyunt Village is
made up of Kayin and Pa-
O national people and
people of other national
races.

U Hein Latt (Popular

Journal)
I havelearntthat KNU
insurgents  attacked,

robbed and torched
Thabyenyunt Village and
surroundingvillages. Why
did they do so? Is there
anyone who experienced
that?
U Myint Zaw (villager),
Thabyenyunt Region
(See page 5)

Dr Zaw Than.—mnA



Questionsand Answers

(from page 4)
is blessed with favourable
conditions. It is a model
village with a basic
education high school. So,
some people from nearby
villages moved to our
village. Our village is
located at the foot of a
mountain. So, some
villagers panned for gold.
Our village drew the
interest of some nearby
villages. Wevillagershbuilt
low-cost houses with the
help of the government.
Round about 10 days after
we had built houses,
insurgents torched our
village at night. They first
fired twice at the houses.
Then, they fired heavy
weapons, andashell hitmy
house. Butfortunately | was
in Toungoo at that time. |
was scared and | dared not
go back home. In the
morning when | arrived
home, | found that they had
robbed four houses
including mine. They shot
a villager in his chest at
closerange. | did not know
why they did so. But later,
| heard that there was a
scheme they plotted. Our
village isamodel one and
it has developed to an
extent. But, they were
displeased with that.
Residents of Bomati and
Kyaukkyipauk villagersare
very interested in our

U Myo Myint of Bomate
Village. — MNA

village. Our village has
been facilitated with a
branch of highschool, along
with a high school, and a
station hospital. Near our
village, there is a place
people pan for gold. Our
village is doing well in
business, and people from
nearby villages moved to
ours. But, the insurgents
destroyed our village. So,
most people are afraid to
live and earn their living
there. What wasworst was
that they burnt down four
houses.

A villager was
admitted to a township
hospital for medical
treatment. And he added
we want to live in peace
and are not the enemy of
the KNU. | feel
disappointed at their acts.
They want ustolack access

tothedevelopmentsinthese
areassothat they can extort
money from thevillagesin
the areas. If there emerges
developmentsin the aress,
they will losetheirinterests.
Inthe past, therewerealot
of people who had panned
for gold from the gold
mines. We bought the gold
from them and sold the
itemsat Taungoo. But, there
are now fewer people who
pan for gold because the
people are fearful of an
attack by the KNU
insurgents.

The two children
have been detained.

Q. You know their names
and age?

A.OneisSaw NeHtoo, 17
and the other is Saw Htoo
Wai, 16.
Q. Are
nationals?
A. Yes, they are.
Q.Whendidthecaseoccur?
A.ltoccurredon23October
2005.

Their parents are
plain and simple. | do not
know wheretheir sonsare.
He added there have been
peaceful in Thabyenyunt
village as well as
Thandaunggyi, Bawgali,
Yado. Later, the KNU
insurgents had committed
acts of terrorism such as
planting of landmines and
blasting of bombs along
Thandaunggyi motor road.
So, thelocalsare fearful of
attacks by the KNU. It is
true that Thabyenyunt
village was set on fire.

U Myat Soe Hlaing
(Leyarsitpwaye News
Journal and Myo
Myanmar Journal): |
would like to know how
KNU members had joined
KNU and why they had
returned to the legal fold
andwhat kind of assistance
the Government had
renderedtothemuptonow.
I knew that theGovernment
had built low-cost housing
units for them. How much
dothey cost?Whowasshot
in chest and dead? Four
houses were set to fire and
how did they feel? The
Government is taking
measuresfor security. How
about the economy of the
village? The Government
arranged accommodation
for them. They were
making living of their own
means. Did the
Government arrange the
placesthey wanted tolive?
Were there villages for
those who returned to the
legal fold? Let me know if
similar incidents had taken
place.

Saw Lay Htoo (KNU
Brigade-2)

| am Saw Lay Htoo. When
| wasinthefifth standard, |
was arrested by KNU.

they Kayin

Q: Where did you attend
when you were in thefifth
standard?

A: InThandaunggyi. After
being arrested, KNU gave
me military training and
dutieswere assigned to me
at KNU Brigade. The
reason| returnedtothelegal
fold was due to perfect
assistance rendered by the
Government. The
Government offered us
land, plot, farm, carts etc.
Q: What isthekind of low-
cost house?

A: The low-cost house is
made of wood and brick.
Q: How much doesit cost?
A:ltcostabout K 1million.
Q: Doesit cost K 500,000
or K 600,000 and K 1
million?

A:ltcostabout K 1million.
Q: Didyou pay foritor did
you get it free of charge?
A: | got it free of charge.
Q: Why did you enter into
thelegal fold?

A: KNUsfought for power
among them and they
oppressed us. For these
reasons, | could not stand
any longer under them and
| ran away for wanting to
escapetheclutchesof them.
Q: Was your house set to
fire?

A: Yes, of course.

] Au Thu- Myaing of
Jiji News Agency.
MNA

Q: How did you feel when
your house was set to fire?
A: | felt very distressed.
Q: Who was shot in chest
and dead?

A: My friend called Athay
Lay. Hewasshot deadwhen
they set to fire my house.
Q: How old was he?
A:Hewas17 or 18.

Q: What was his origina
name?

A: It was Y e Htet Naing.
Col Khin Maung Oo
(Tactical Commander of
Southern Command):
The villages like
Thabyenyunt that were set
to fire are Yokmei,
Moneyei, Myaytaw and
Kyaungpyar. These two
villageswere offered those
who entered into the legal
fold to make for living in
April of 2005. The
designated villages for
them are Pyarsakhan,
Leiktho, Yado and some
aong Yado route. These
villages were destroyed by
KNU insurgents.

Dr Tin Tun Oo of Pyi
Myanmar Journal asked
if the KNU had set fire to
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the villages and there is
anything else; why the
villagers are keeping away
from their homes, and
whether itistruethat about
10,000 villagers living in
Kayin villages are left
homeles because of the
attack of Tatmadaw.

U Myo Myint of
Bonmatee village replied
that thevillageislocatedin
Htantabin Township in
Taungoo District. Due to
the attack of the KNU
insurgents, our village has
been beset with different
kinds of difficultiesand in
addition, there are alot of
disabled persons suffering

i

U Myat Soe Hlaing of
Myo Myanmar
Journal. — MNA

from landmines planted by
the KNU insurgentsin our
village. And last year a
KNU insurgent groupcame
to our village and extorted
money from the villagers.
Atthepresenttime, wehave
easy access to our living
thanks to the
Tatmadawmendischarging
their duties in our village.
Asfar as| know, the KNU
insurgents have been
sending their hard-core
family members to the
neighbouring country. He
added four villagers were
shot dead in Bonmatee
village on 3 March 2003
and al have known how
cruel the KNU insurgents
are.

Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan said that the
KNU hasalready exercised
the strategy that many of
villagers are left homeless
owing to the attack of the
Tatmadaw; that they have
stayedintherefugeecamps
at the border area and are
beset with difficulties.

It was an old tactics
employed by KNU in its
history. They are still
employing that tactics.
Regarding their tactics, |
would like to explain it.
Whenever the Tatmadaw
combedtheareaswherethe
KNU hid, the KNU drove
out thevillagersto prevent
them from meeting the
Tatmadaw columns. The
KNU did this in case the
villagers provide
information and assistance
to the Tatmadaw. Wives,
sonsand daughtersof KNU
membersandtheir relatives
were taken to so-called
refugee campsin the other
country. They tried to get
monetary assistance from
abroad. They also said that
many national races fled
and they were ill-treated
and killed. That was why
they demanded that the
nationsof theworld would
put pressure on the
government. That wastheir
old tactics. They aways
exaggerated the number of
peoplethanitreally was. It
was reported that some
10,000 ethnic people
deserted their homes and
thousands of people
reached therefugeecamps.
The newsmen could
consider that if it was true
or not. Another reasonwas
that it was difficult for the
people to earn their living
and there was transport
difficulty in those areas.
Therewasnoonetherelong
ago. Most of the Karen
nationals live in the areas
where they can earn their
livingandthereissecurity.
They do not live in inner
parts of the regions. All of
us can think logicaly that
if over 10,000 peoplecould
be in the other country.

U Ohn Maung (Myinmu
Maung Naing Moe): |
havelearnt apieceof news
recently. Thefood security
conferenceon Asiaandthe
Pacific Region, FAO
conferenceand conference
on eradication of poverty
will be held in Jakarta,
Indonesia from 15 to 19
May.

It is learnt that the
NL D wouldpresentareport

.U Ohn Maung
(Myinmu Maung
Naing Moe) — MNA

on food problem in
Myanmar. | would like to
know that if there is food
problem in the country.
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan:
The NLD and some anti-
government organizations
makeaccusationsthat there
is food problem. | would
liketo explain al the facts
as it is. You journalists
arrived at Thabyenyunt
Villagethroughvillagesin
Toungoo and Swa. As a
saying “Seeing is
Believing” goes, there are
plenty of summer paddy
fieldsalongtheroad. There
is no skinny citizen in the
country duetolack of food.
Thereisnohumandeathin
the country because of
starvation. There is no
demandfor food assistance
from the UN and other
nations. It is obvious that
thereisnofood problemin
the country. As far as |
know, in some countries
amost al family members
have to work. In our
country the head of the
household or he and his
sonneedtowork for living.
On the way to
Thabyenyunt, wewent past
villages and we saw the
living standard of rural
people. Almost every house
hasmotor-cycles, bullock-
carts, satellite dishes, TV
sets. We saw a herd of
cattle, fish, coconuts,
bananas, fowls and paddy.
It is obvious that they are
making false accusations.

| invite those who
speak ill of others from
abroad to come to the
country.

(Seepage?)

Two mines explode, two men wounded
in Mone of Kyaukkyi Township

YancoNn, 14 May — In league
withterrorists,insurgentsaredisturbing
peace and stability of the State,
community peace and tranquillity and
prevalence of law and order, and
inflicting death and injury to innocent
people by using various ways and

means.

A man was killed in a mine
explosion on the lane, two miles east
from Mone at 7.30 am on 10 May.

U Than Lwin, aged 45, of Ward
4, Mone, Kyaukkyi Township, Bago
Division, who left hishomefor picking

injured.

out vegetables, stepped on amine. The
explosionblew off hisleftfootintopieces.

At 7.30 am on 13 May, asimilar
explosion occurred near Kalavmyaung
Village of Kyaukkyi Township. While
picking out vegetables, U Kyaw Min Oo,
aged 35, from Ward 4 of Mone stepped
onamine. Duetotheexplosion, hisright
ankle was cut off and left knee was

Officials are providing medical
treatment to U Than Lwin and U Kyaw
Min Oo. Security officialsand localsare
in hot pursuit of the terrorists. — MNA
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Likethose of Moneregion, othersfrom rural areas

where KNU insurgents are active subject to atrocities
Government cleared up the areas for security purpose
and protecting lives and property of the people

Y anGoN, 14 May — Medical Superintendent
Dr Maung Maung Khin of Mone Station Hospital
clarified sabotage acts of KNU to harm the lives of
the people by planting land minesin busy placesand
disable the people, and medical treatments being
provided by the Government, to local and foreign
journalistsontheir arrival at Moneregion of Kyaukkyi
Township in Bago Division.

The local people individually recounted their
troublescaused by atrocitiesandterrorist actssuchas
massacres, killing, threatening, torching, destruction
of oxen and carts, and planting of mines by KNUS,
and difficultiesto carry out their worksin thefields.
They replied to the questions of the journalists.
Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan gave
a supplementary clarification.

The following is the clarification, replies and
answers and supplementary clarification.

Dr MaungMaung K hin (M edical Superintendent
of Mone Station Hospital): | have been discharging
duties at Mone Station Hospital for 11 months only
from June2005todate. During theperiod of my term,
common complaints at the hospital were patients of
malaria, maternity, snake bite and explosions of land
mine. In compiling the data on patients of land mine
explosions for three years, there were 16 patientsin
2004, 14in 2005 and 18in 2006 from January to date.
Hence, the patient numbersthisyear isat the highest
level. In 2005, one patient lost life due to mine
explosion. At present, atotal of 15 patientsare being
treated at the hospital. Of them, nine were patients of
mine explosions. One of then was warded at the
hospital at 9.15 amtoday. Hewasresuscitated before

)

Dr
Maung
Maung
Khin of

Mone
Station
Hospital
makes
clarifi-
cation.

MNA
the surgical operation. In studying the mine blastsin
Mone region from 1980 to 2006, there was no person
who lost lifein mineblasts; and there were no person
wholost big toe, thumband hand hitintheexplosions.
In collecting data of those who lost one leg and both
legs in 26 years up to 2006, a total of 81 disabled
persons are residing in the villages.

With the assistance of International Red Cross
Societies, they wereprovided with artificial [imbs. So
far, theInternational Red Cross Societieshad provided
artificial limbs for 52 patients in addition to two
patients with wheel-chairs. The remaining three
patients do not fit the artificial limbs of their own
accord. Other patients should not be fitted with
artificial limbs because of their present condition.
Though the patientsin 2006 areready to befitted with
artificial limbs, they cannot.

U Myat Kyaw (Mwaydaw Village): | have been
residing in Mwaydaw Village about four years. In
2005-06, al the people in eastern part of Mone
region, Mwaydaw region and hill region were in
trouble. In January and February this year, we could
not sleep at home,but had to hide at the hilly region.

[ -

£y
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Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Philippines Ambassador Madame Phoebe A Gomez encourages
fourth standand student Ma Wah Wah Soe wounded by a mine planted by KNU. —mNA

We cannot leave the region for various reasons. In
2005-06, peoplelost their livesinmineblastsand acts
of insurgents. | did not know wherethey discriminate
asMyanmar Buddhist or not. Wefelt sadnessthat the
terrorists arrested Buddhist monksto carry bucket of
alcohol and beat them. It was a sacrilege. They took
cattle. And, we were subject to their atrocities.

U Tun Naing (Mone): | live in Ward 4 of Mone.
Local people suffered the evil consequences of mine
blastsand battlesevery year. | myself wasarrested by
KNU on 19 January 2006 while going fishing,
southeast of Moneregion. On 16 February, we were
released. They made uswork there. They supplied us
food with salt and chillies. We experienced theworst
troubles committed by KNU. People in our region
had to suffered most. In conclusion, he requested the
guests on the occasion to give a helping hand to the
people of the region.

U Htay (Kyaungpya Village): | am a villager of
Kyaungpya Village, Mepauk Village-tract of
Kyaukkyi Township. At 1 am on 1 May 2005, we
heard gunfirefromMwaydaw. L ater, weheard gunfire
again at southern part of Kyaungpya. We together
with offspring fled to the safety. The insurgents
destroyed thevillageand opened fire. After that, they
torched Kyaungpya Village. They took our property
and set the house onfire. Intheincident, Du Al Moe,
a Kayin older woman, from Kyaungpya was shot
along with two cows.

We had to hide at a distance from a place
where our houses were set on fire and when we
returned to the village, all the houses were
destroyed. Asaresult, wewereintroubleand there
was no houseto livein and noriceto eat up to now
and so, we had to rely on our relatives. We did not
get back anything and had to run with the only
clothes on body. Up to now, we could not settle as
before. Altogether 19 houses were set on fire. That
was all | would like to recall.

U Myint Kyaw (Kyaungpya Village): My name is
Ko Myint Kyaw and | am from Kyaungpya village,
Mepotevillagetract in Kyaukkyi Township, | would
liketo say about thematter on setting fireto 22 houses
and thetwo-storey monastery inMwedaw villageand
the death of two peopleinthe fire. At the night of 30
April 2005, villagers including me went to the
monastery to watch football match through satellite

and came back at 1 am on 1 May. At that time, KNU
insurgents opened fire at the monastery. A young
man was shot dead and avillager wasarrested. At the
sametime, 22 houseswere set on fire. The onekilled
was Maung Kyaw of Zayagyi Village who came to
the village for marketing and the one arrested was
Japlo from Phyu. The following morning he was
found dead after being tied with ropes near Y epyin
Creek of Mwedaw Village. Moreover, his neck was
stabbed repeatedly. That waswhy, setting the houses
on fire, killing and torture were common in the area.
Besides, the monastery was set on fire and we felt
sorry for that. Thus, | presented it to the officials,
journalists and those present.

| do not wish to experience those sufferings
any longer. We are leading hand-to-mouth life and
we dare not go out far and there were also four mine
victims. During these five years while | was in
Mwedaw village, | hadto send 18 patientsto hospitals
in Kyaukkyi and Mone after helping them with the
first aid. From my point of view, | concluded
presenting to look after us as much as possible.
U Maung Chit (Khongyi Village): | would like to
say the previous incident. My name is Maung Chit
and | live in Khongyi village, Taungle Daine
village tract, Mone region, Kyaukgyi Township. On
18 April, | wenttothejunglewith 5 cartsfor collecting
firewood. Ontheway, | cameacross5KNU insurgents
and they asked us to stop.

(Seepage7)

—

U Htay of
Kyaungbya
village
recalls
his
experience

MNA




Likethose of Moneregion,

othersfromrural areas...

(from page 6)

Later, they asked some questionsand said to keep
ongoing andthey threatened that they woul dkill if wedid
not listentothem. Then, | drove away after taking advice
fromtheyoung menof thefront carts. Atlast, weleft carts
and ran away from KNU insurgents. Later, when we
returned to our carts, wemet aKayin lady ontheway and
shesaidthat all cartswere chopped off and set onfireand
the other one came out pulling acow. Whenwegot to our
carts, we put out firewith the water from water canteens.
Next, though we tried to look for our carts, we found
nothing and returned to Kawtpyin village. Totalling 16
cows were carried and that was all | would like to say.
U Wai Phyo of Weekly Eleven News Journal: | have
learned that many peoplein Moneregionwerehit by land
mines. Were all the mines planted by KNU members or
not?

U Khin Thein (Chairman, Monevillage-tract): Asfar
as | know, in the region, there were no mines planted by
the Tatmadaw and they were planted by only KNU
insurgents.

U Wai Phyo: How did you know exactly that the mines

were planted by KNU?

U Myint
Zaw of
Thabye-
nyunt
village
replies
tothe
queries
raised by
journaligs.
MNA

U Khin Thein: Because wefound bamboo mines, bottle
mines and fragments of glass bottlesin the hospital and
that proves the acts of KNU.

U Myat Soe (Myo Myanmar Journal): In the region
there are more and more cases of bomb explosions and
local people are facing the danger of bomb explosions.
So, wewouldliketoknow how thelocal peopleareliving
infear?|sthere anyone from the region who can explain
to us?

U Ohn Kyaing of Monevillage-tract: I'll explain how
atrocities of KNU affect socioeconomic life of loca
people. A boy of Ward-4 in Mone is now undergoing
treatment at Mone Station Hospital after he had been hit
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Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan comforts a minevictimwho is undergoing treatment at

Mone Station Hospital. —mNA

by amine as he was out of the village in search of some
greens. Although some local people are well off, some
haveto live from hand to mouth. So, you all, journaists,
can know the present situation in which the local people
havetoliveinfear of KNU insurgents. It was the spine-
chillingincident that happened withinonly onemilefrom
thevillage. What' smore, they (KNU insurgents) threw a
hand grenade into the compound of Malar Myaing
Monastery in Mone village-tract on the night of 19-3-
2006 after anoviatiation ceremony had been held. It also
coincided with the time when the matriculation
examination was taking place in the village BEHS.
Moreover, those insurgents are in the habit of grabbing
the cattle of local people while collecting firewood and
greensin thejungle. Sometimes, the people had to leave
their cattle behind in order to run for their lives. KNU’'s
land minesareindeed athreat tothelocal people. Now the
people dare not go into the jungle for fear of land mines
athoughtherainy seasonissettingin. Besides, according
to nature of their work, they will have to get out of the
village for their farm work. But they dare not.

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, Minister for Information: To
behonest, | believeyou al haverealized thereal situation
because the village people have explained how they had
to suffer because of KNU’ s atrocities. Like those of this
Mone region, others from rural areas where KNU
insurgentsare active are now suffering alot. Wetook the
journalists to Mone region to let them know the actual
facts asthereis easier transport. Rural people in nearby
areas in Bago and Toungoo regions as well as those in
Phapun and Thandaung witness these experiences like
the onesin Moneregion. The government protects those

peopleasmuchasit can. We Tatmadaw membershaveno
position to protect them as the region is very wide and
there are mountain and forest barriers. The Tatmadaw
launched offensivein order to protect the rural peoplein
those regions beginning January 2006. The government
combed theareasfor security purposeand protected lives
and property of the people. It is true that people in the
adjacent areas are suffering atrocities of KNU.

MNA

Director-General U Chit Naing of Information
and Public Relations Department presents
300 books donated by Ministry of I nformation
for Thabyenyunt village libary through a
local.—mnNA

Questionsand Answers

(from page 5)

We have food in plenty. If they have sincere
goodwill, they can come and provide assistance on
education, health, transport and socia affairs as the
country needsprogress. They say inwordsonly. But they
never provideany assistancetothecountry. They interfere
inourinternal affairs. Accordingtothereport of theNLD,
the issue may be discussed at the conference. You
journalistscan think that whether the special statement or
announcement of the NLD which reports there is food
problem or difficulty in the country istrue or not.

Dr Zaw Than (Sankei Shimbun): | heard that
foreign news agencies broadcast that thousands of Kayin
nationals had fled to the refugee camps in border areas
due to the Tatmadaw’s offensive. The US government
would allow the refugeesto enter its country by waiving
itsimmigrationlaw. Whatistheattitudeof thegovernment
regarding this?

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan:
The KNU started committing destructive acts and
detonating bombsin Bago and Toungoo regions aswell
asalong therailway section between Bago and Toungoo
inthe beginning of 2006. Asthetime coincided with that
of which peace is being discussed with the KNU, we
informed personnel of KNU that such eventsought not to
happenat atimewhen peaceisbeing negotiated. However,
the KNU intensified a series of atrocities and inhuman

acts. They planted mineswith powerful explosivesonthe
railways. If the security members are unable to expose
those bombs, a number of people will suffer death and
casualtiesasaconsequence. Toprotect livesand property
of thepeopl e, thegovernment had totakesecurity measures
in Bago and Toungoo areas, along the railways and
adjacent areas. The security personnel combed the areas
where KNU could take refuge. In this connection, the
KNU and its cohorts in collusion with some western
broadcasting stations manufactured rumoursto theeffect
that alarge number of villagersin the region had to flee
their houses and property due to the attacks of the
Tatmadaw and reached refugee camps in the border,
where they were in trouble and poverty. And pressure
should be put onthegovernment. Inthe courseof history,
therefugee campwasused by theKNU asatactic. For the
timebeing al so, whenthegovernment had to unavoidably
protect livesand property of thepeoplelikethat, theKNU
applied the tactic to the effect that the Tatmadaw drove
out of the villagers from the region to the border and the
latter reached the refugee camps. In the past, there were
KNU campsalong theborder. Asall theKNU campswere
under the Tatmadaw’s control, KNU had to hide in the
refugee camps in the border. Such being so, the refugee
campshave actually proved to be the KNU camps. There
were no more KNU camps in the border and they took
refuge in the other country. The KNU in the name of
refugee camps, stepped up its under-ground and above-
ground attacks on the government. Based on the current

event, the KNU aired rumours that the attacks of the
Tatmadaw posed a threat to the stability of neighbouring
countriesandtheregionand calledfor theworld community
toimposepressureonthegovernment andlodgeacomplaint
to UN Security Council. The minister said another point
wasthemattersinwhichtheUSwithalegal loopholeof its
immigration law made arrangements to take those under
thenameof refugeesto their nation. Thoseunder thename
of refugees are just only KNU and their families and
relatives. If the USdo so, theoneswho aretakentothe US
will bejusttheKNU andtheir familiesand relatives. Inthe
past, there was an event. That event was the Bay of Pigs
Invasion. The present President of Cuba Fidel Castro and
members of revolutionary forces were able to throw the
Cuban government led by Batista in 1959. That made
Batistaand his somefollowersto flee Cuba. Those Cuban
expatriatesweremobilized and given accommodationand
foodsby theUS. Andthey wereal sogivenmilitary training
and armed. In 1961, they were ordered to attack Cuba
through the Bay of Pigs. But, the armed forces of Fidel
Castrowereabletodrivethem out of thecountry. Now, the
legal loophole of USimmigration law does not cover the
refugees of other nations but those under the name of
refugees in the border. Hence, the present acts of the US
have turned out to be those to be considered serioudly.
Although the US is shouting at the top of its voice that a
certain nation does not practise democracy and has no
humanrights, itisobviousthat theUSitself isdiscriminating
the refugees—MNA
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Minister

g-Gen Kyaw 'I replies to the questions raised by local and foreign journalists. —mna

'

Government is not in favour
of war that it is taking...

(from page 1)

Using power, in-
timidation and coercion,
Ah S made efforts to bol-
ster his power. He plotted
to get rid of Baw Ni’ssons
and followers. First, he
accused Baw Ni’s younger
son Jiji who was perform-
ing duties as office head
at brigade-2 for having an
affair with a nurse, dis-
missed him and put him
under detention.

Moreover, Ah Si
threatened and coerced
those villagers who were
assumed as followers and
relatives of Baw Ni fam-
ily not to live in the area.
For example, Ah Si killed
five Kayin nationals of
Sidawkho village,
Htantabin Township in
order to supress the peo-
ple of the village. Hence,
the local people fled to
safe places and towns
and villages where their
relatives resided. Fur-
thermore, Ah Si misap-
propriated alarge sum of
extortion money as well
as funds and aids pro-
vided by NGOs. Al-
though the KNU (central)

3 -,:*‘

For revedling the
misdeeds of Ah Si and
ignorance of KNU (cen-
tral), the late brigade-2
commander Baw Ni’'s
wife Daw Naw Hilda
lodged a complaint at the
KNU (central). Then, the
KNU (central) could no
longer remain indifferent
and recalled Ah Si to the
central in January 2005
temporarily to settle the
case. In the absence of
Ah Si, KNU brigade-2
battalion-6 commanding
officer Steel Bar rescued
his younger brother Jiji
from detention. When Ah
Si returned from the cen-
tral, he tried to take ac-
tion against Steel Bar.
Then, Steel Bar and Jiji
made arrangements to
return to the legal fold on
one hand and to fight
back Ah Si on the other.
However, Ah S knew the
plot and pursued to kill
Steel Bar and Jiji who
fled to KNU (central).
District secretary Phado
Taw Ni who helped Steel
Bar and Jiji to flee to
KNU (central) was afraid
of Ah Si's fury. Thus,

Mr Dirk Augustin of German Embassy, assistant resident representa-

cumstances, many KNU
members got divided and
demoralised and they at-
tempted to surrender and
escape. To prevent fol-
lowers from returning to
legal fold, Ah Si sent
families of KNU mem-

[

this way, he tried to take
political advantage and
obtain foreign aids and
funds.

Now, Steel Bar
and Jiji could no longer
stay with KNU brigade-
2 and they are taking

This  Thabyay
Nyunt village was set up
for those KNU members
who have returned to the
legal fold and the Kayin
nationals who have fled.
The village is facilitated
well in accordance with

Dean of Diplomatic Corps Philippine Ambassador to Myanmar Madame Phoebe A G

it was where the former
KNUs who surrendered
or deserted reside, where
the Kayin villagers who
defied and fled reside.
The demages and scars
inflicted by the KNU
atrocities on this village

L .
omez

and journalists seen during the study tour of journalists in Bago Division.—mNA

bers to the border and
kept them as refugees. In
this way, he had been
able to prevent KNU
members from returning
to the lega fold. On the
other hand, he shouted at
the top of his voice that

refuge at other KNU
units, it is learnt. Rely-
ing on arms and his fa-
ther, Ah Si bullied oth-
ers. Thus, he was not
given administrative and
military duties. He was
given only military duty
and It-col Saw Naw was
given administrative

© duty. However, Saw Naw

tive of UNHCR Mr Si Canka Dhanapapa, Mr Jean Benoit Manhez
of UNICEF and attendence seen during the study tour of journalists

in Bago Division. —mnNA

knew the malpractices of
Ah Si, it ignored his
misdeeds due to the in-
fluence of Tamalar Baw.

Phado Taw Ni brought

aong his family and fled

to KNU (central).
Under these cir-

the people fled to the
border refugee camp
from the danger of
Tatmadaw’s attacks. In

was just nominal and Ah
Si manipulated the af-
fairs. Hence, Saw Naw
left for KNU (central)
since April this year on
the ground of receiving
medical treatment.

Hence, there were
many insurgents from
KNU brigade-2 who sur-
rendered and some were
absent without leave and
fled. Some KNU mem-
bers dare not surrender or
flee as their families are
kept at refugee camp as
hostages. Likewise, the
national people of those
villages fled to safe ur-
ban areas and villages
along the railroad and
motor road where their
relatives reside.

the five rural develop-
ment tasks. The village
has a high school
(branch) and rural dispen-
saries. In addition, low-
cost housing project is
implemented for the con-
venience of those who
have surrendered.
Arable
lands, cattle and farm
implements are also pro-
vided for the villagers to
undertake agriculture.
Hence, KNU brigade-2
set the village on fire
twice with the belief that

can yet be seen now. In
addition, KNUs set fire to
Mwaydaw and
Kyaungpya villages in
the surrounding areas.
Here are those villagers
who fled from torture and
bullies of Ah Si and
KNU brigade-2 insur-
gents, those former
KNUs who surrendered
due to racial discrimina-
tion, control of family
members of KNUs as
hostages and terrorist acts
of Ah Si, as well as the
See page (9)

Saw Lay
Htoo(KNU
brigade-2)

who
~ enters into
the legal
fold.

MNA
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Government not in favour of

war that it is taking...

(from page 8)
people from surrounding villages who had time and
again suffered KNU atrocities such as planting of
mines, massacres, setting of fire, etc. You journalists
can interview them.

Ah Si is opposed to peace talk and negotiation
between the Government and KNU. He is awaysin
favour of war and he has been collecting extortion
money, bullying the people, misappropriating funds
and seeking his own interest by taking advantage of
theregional instability. As Ah Si does not wish peace
heisin favour of war, he committed terrorist actsin
succession in Bago, Nyaunglebin, Toungoo and sur-
rounding areas to harm the stability. Some of his
terrorist acts were the explosion in the Penwegon
market on 2-11-2005; the explosion in front of No 1
State High School in Bogo on 3-1-2006; the blowing
up of power grid-254 on 12-1-2006; the explosion on
the north of Toungoo station on 15-1-2006: the bomb
explosion in Pyu market on 30-1-2006; the planting
of mines to blow up railroad between Ka-nyut-kwin
and Taw-kywe-inn stations on 7-2-2006; the planting
of mines to blow up railroad between Y edashe and
Kyungon stations on 16-2-2006; the bomb explosion
in front of No 1 State High School in Toungoo on
2-3-2006; and theplanting of SOC front-blowing mine
on railroad at 176/22 milepost near Kyungon on 19-
3-2006. Such atrocities of KNUs have been clarified
at the previous press conference No.3/2006.

The Government has the duty to protect the
lives and property of the people. Hence, with a view
to preventing KNU atrocities and sabotage acts and
ensuring thepublic safety, the Government hasto clear
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in Mone of Kyaukkyi Township. MnA

Asmentioned above, Ah Si hasbeen launching
sabotage acts for harming the lives and property of
the people, destabilizing the political situations and
for destroying peace negotiation with KNU. In addi-
tion, he launched sabotage acts such as planting of
mines along Bago-Toungoo railroad and in the sur-
rounding areas of East Y omamountain rangein order
to harm the residential people and making those
villagerswho did not obey their forceful displacement
to be unable to earn livelihood peacefully.

Hence, alarge number of local people havelost
their lives or become amputees by stepping on mines
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Locazl- people who suffered trouble due to aIrocitiof KNU insurgents seen at the
hall in Mone of Kyaukkyi Township. — mMnA

up the surrounding areas and those areaswhere KNUs
and hardcores could take refuge. In response to this,
KNU sent family members and hardcores from that
region to the border area. Likewise, the Kayin nation-
als in the region were aso driven out to the border
area forcefully so that they would be in no position
to make contact with and give information to the
Tatmadaw. The so-called refugees as harangued
harmoniously by the anti-government groups within
and without the country are, infact, the KNU families
and hardcores who had been dislodged by the KNU
tothe border areaintentionally. Few of them arethose
villagers who were forcefully driven out by KNUs
with the intention of cutting off contacts with the
Tatmadaw.

Chairman U Khin
Thein of MoneVillage-
tract PDC. — MNA

U Ohn Kyaing of
Mone Village-tract.
MNA

planted by KNUs. Thelocal people had to suffer great
troubles in earning livelihood. Arrangements have
been made for you journalists to interview those in
Mone town whose relativeslost lives by KNU mines,
those who were severely wounded by KNU mines,
those whose cattle, carts and farm implements were
robbed by KNUSs, those who were forced by KNUs
towork infarmsand thosewho fled fromtheir natives.

In fact, the Government is not in favour of war
that it is taking security measures. As KNU has been
time and again jeopardizing and harming thelivesand
property of the people, the Government has to take
security measures. The national people dare not live
in their native villages due to power struggle, mas-
sacres, bullies and coercion of KNU. Actually, KNU
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U\ Myat Kyaw of
Mwaydaw Village.
MNA

U Myint Kyaw of
Kyaungpya Village.
MNA

drove out the people to prevent from contacting with
the Tatmadaw and to displace them. To prevent its
followers from surrendering or fleeing, KNU moved
families of its members to the border forcefully. It is
the KNU that plant mines to harm the local people
inorder tothreaten them not towork or earnlivelihood
freely under the protection of the Tatmadaw. Large
number of rural people lost lives and limbs due to
booby traps of KNU.

Actually, itisonly aplotted scheme by foreign
masters and KNU insurgents in synchronization of
underground attack and internal and external above-
ground attack. By taking advantage of the Govern-
ment’ seffortsfor secure peace, the KNU sent sabotage
teamsto inner regions. By planting mineson railroads
and motor roads and in urban areas again and again,
they assumed that the Government had to take security
measures. Then, they intended to instigate and preach
the international community that the villages were
displaced by the Tatmadaw offensive. And thevillag-
ers had to flee as refugees. By giving the limelight
to the fabricated stories of refugees, they intended to
make accusation that Myanmar, in the eyes of inter-
national community, hasbecomeathreat to theregion
andfinally theUN Security Council would beprompted
to take action against Myanmar.

Like a thief shouting “thief, thief!”, they are
launching propaganda campaign to the effect that
about 10,000 Kayin villagers fled and some 1800
reached the border. The Kayin Women Organization
(KWO) formed by KNU and some NGOs which are
minions of the colonidists are shouting at the top of
their voice in collusion with BBC, VOA, RFA, DVB
broadcasting stations. Consequently, the USA took a
step by waiving itsimmigration law to receive the so-
caled Kayin refugees. Actualy, the mgjority of the
so-called refugees are KNU terrorists, their families,
relatives and hardcores as well as those families of
KNU members who were forced to become as hos-
tages.

The foreign masters trying to interfere in
Myanmar’'s internal affairs are ignoring the terrorist
acts causing losses of livesand limbs of the people,
massacres, planting of mines at railroads and motor
roads, bomb blasts, etc. by KNU.

| have clarified pointson power strugglewithin
KNU brigade-2; driving out and displacement of resi-
dential peopleintentionally; and massacres, robberies
and setting villagesonfire, planting of minesby KNU.
In conclusion, | would like to say that you journaists
can ask questions and interview theresidential people
who had suffered the troubles—MNA

()

U Tun Naing of U Maung Chit of
Mone. Khongyi Village.
MNA MNA
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Local and foreign journalists
study development ...

(from page 16)
and planting of mines by
KNU.

Deanof theDiplomatic
Corps Ambassador of the
Republic of Philippines
MadamePhoebeA Gomez,
Charged' Affairesai of the
German Embassy Dr Dirk
Augustin and members,
Assistant Resident Repre-
sentative Si Canka
Dhanapalaof UNHCR Of-
fice, Project Officer Jean
Benoit Manhez and party
of UNICEF, member cor-
respondents of Myanmar
Foreign Correspondents
Club and editorial staff of
local andforeignmagazines
and journals were in the
study group.

The journaists left
Toungoo in the morning.
After viewing rural devel-
opment of Htantabin Town-
ship, they arrived in
Thabyenyunt Village of
Thandaung Township at
8.30 am.

At the hall of Basic
Education High School
(Branch) in Thabyenyunt
Village, thefirst session of
the second-day study tour
in Bago Division of South-
ern Command area was

|

setting of fireand planting
of mines by KNUs.

(The clarifications of
theminister are reported
separately.)

Journalists  raised
questions on bullying and
terrorist acts such as mas-
sacres, setting of fire and
planting of minescommit-
ted by KNU insurgents.
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan,
officials, local people and
members  of KNU
Brigad-2 who returned to
thelegal foldreplied tothe
questions.

Next, the group of
excursion tour members

visited and  viewed
progress of Thabyenyunt
Village.

Afterwards, the min-
ister and party proceeded
to Mone of Kyaukkyi
Township, Bago Division,
in the afternoon.

At the hall in Mone,
the second session of the
briefing followed. It was
attended by townselders,
members of social organi-
zations and the local peo-
ple who suffered from de-
structive acts caused by
KNU.

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan comforts a mine victim who is undergoing treatment at Mone Station Hospital.— mna

Later, officials an-
swered the queries raised
by local and foreign jour-
nalists. Minister for Infor-
mation Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan gave a supplemen-
tary clarification.

Theminister, theDean
of the Diplomatic Corps
and members and journal -
ists arrived at Mone Sta-
tion Hospital.

Medical Superin-
tendent Dr Maung Maung
Khin and health staff wel-
comed them.

They comfortedthose,

»

Dr Maung Maung Khin of Mone Station Hospital accepts cash donations for

the mine victims. — mMna

held. Also present on the
occasion were the Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps and
diplomats, officials of UN
agencies, senior military
officers of Southern Com-
mand Headquarters, those
who returned to the legal
fold from KNU Brigade-
2, loca people subject to
bullying and to rture of
KNU insurgents, town-
selders and local national
people.

Minister for Informa-
tionBrig-GenKyaw Hsan
explained measures being
taken for ensuring secu-
rity andtheruleof law and
all-round developmentsin
Southern Command as
well as troubles of resi-
dential people caused by
racism, power struggles
and bullying among KNU
insurgents and terrorist
acts such as massacres,

Medical Superintend-
ent DrMaungMaungKhin
of Mone Station Hospital
explained sabotage acts of
KNU to harm the lives of
thepeopleby plantingland
minesinbusy places, disa-
bled the people, and pro-
viding medical treatments
and social assistanceof the
Government.

Next, U Myat Kyaw
of Mwaydaw Village, U
Tun Naing of Ward 4 of
Mone, U Htay andU Myint
Kyaw of Kyaungpya Vil-
lage and U Maung Chit of
Khongyi Villageexplained
difficultiesof local people
intheir region due to mas-
sacres, planting of mines,
setting of fire and atroci-
ties of KNU, those who
fledtheir homesduetodan-
gersof KNU, and losses of
livesand limbs of the peo-
ple.

wholost their limbsdueto
mineblastsof KNU, under
medical treatment. The
Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps Philippine Ambas-
sador also comforted the
patients individually. The
journalists met the mine-
victims and studied their
injuries.

Theminister, theDean
of the Diplomatic Corps
Philippine  Ambassador,
theCharged’ Affairesai of
the Germany Ambassador
and party, officials of
UNHCR and UNICEF,
journalists and media per-
sonnel presentedtheir cash
donations amounting to K
101,300to Medical Super-
intendent Dr Maung
Maung Khin.

They left the hospital
andarrived back hereinthe
evening.

MNA

Atrocities committed by KNU |
in Southern Command area

1. An explosion occurred at Shop No 1-2 of Sibin Market in Pyidawtha Ward,
Penwegon, at 5.30 pm on 2-11-2005. The cul prit, Saw Tin Win (a) Saw Lay Wa, 36,
of KNU Brigade-3 was arrested.
2. An explosion occurred at theleft side of the gate of Bago BEHSNo 1 at about
7 pmon 3-1-2006. And another explosion occurred at about 8 pm near the pavement
on Shwemawdaw Pagoda Road in front of the house of the headmistress of BEHS
No 1. A packet of gun powder together with adetonator wasfound inthe conduit pipe
of the pavement, about 20 feet from the scene of the second explosion.
3. Thebase of No 254 pylon was damaged asit was blasted by a planted bomb
at about 4 am on 12-1-2006. A TE truck carrying some workers, who repaired the
pylon, on its way back was torched and destroyed by KNU insurgents on Leiktho-
Y ado Road on 14-1-2006.
4, At about 4.30 am on 15-1-2006, a bomb exploded under therail track, about
200 yards from the north of Taungoo Station causing alittle damageto therail track
and aone-and-a-half-square-foot hole. Conducting athorough search also led to the
finding of amine under the rail track, about 300 yards to the south of the station.
5. Acting on information provided by the duty-conscious people on 30-1-2006,
authorities seized a time bomb from a pile of dried fish at a grocery shop of Sibin
ThayaMarket in Pyu. The bomb exploded but caused no damage asit was moved to
asafe place in time where bags of sand and rice were kept. In cooperation with the
public, authorities managed to expose and arrest the KNU bomber and its hardcores.
6. At about 2 am on 7-2-2006, authorities managed to defuse two mines planted
on Yangon-Mandalay railway between mile post Nos (120/12) and (121/13).
According to theinvestigation, it was found that the two mines contained seven and
ahalf pounds of TNT. If the case could not be exposed in time, therail track could
be seriously damaged and railway carriages could derail and causing many deaths of
passengers.
7. Clearing the surrounding area of the mines, authorities found a 3.5-inch
grenade shell in afield, about 400 yards from the scene. It was KNU insurgents that
attempted to blow up the rail track and launch the bomb at the passenger train.
8. A home-madebomb planted on an earthroad | eading tothesiteof Thaukyekhat
Hydro-electric power project was also exposed at 5.30 pm on 15-2-2006.
9. On the morning of 23-2-2006 acting on atip-off, members of asecurity force
managed to defuse in time a high-explosive land mine planted by KNU insurgents
under the rail track near mile post No (176/28) on Yangon-Mandalay railway
between Y edashe Station and Kyungon Station.
10. A bombwent off infront of Taungoo BEHS No1 onthe morning of 2-3-2006.
Two hours|later an explosion also occurred at atransformer near Panyomawomen's
hostel in Ward-20, Taungoo. Authoritiesin cooperation with local people rushed to
thesceneand nabbed Saw Gay TheMu (a) Nay La, 27, an operativeof KNU Brigade-
5 and his accomplices together with explosive devices.
11.  Actingonatip-off fromalocal person, authoritiesexposed amineplanted 800
yardsfromtherail track between Y edashe and Kyungon Stationson 19-3-2006. The
minewas kind of SOC used by KNU members. It was specul ated that the mine was
|eft behind beforegoing off after KNU membershad fled the sceneasthey failed their
attempt at an inopportune time.
12. A personlost hisleft ankle ashe stepped on aland mine planted by KNU, five
yards from Y angon-Mandalay Road between mile post Nos (119/3) and (119/4) in
Khingyi Village, Penwegon, Kyaukdaga Township, at about 7 am on 22-4-2006.
Conducting a thorough search led to the finding of a time bomb made with four
pounds of TNT.
13. An explosion occurred at a transformer near a branch road leading to
Penwegon-Kyaukkyi in Kyaukdaga township at about 8 pm on 4-5-2006.

(The above-mentioned cases have been exposed, and eight KNU mem-
berswho wereinvolved in the cases have been arrested in cooperation with the
public.)

MNA
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Chinese Vice-President
meets Lee Kuan Yew

Beuing, 13 May — Chinese Vice-President Zeng Qinghong met here
Friday with Singapore Minister Mentor Lee Kuan Yew.

Zeng reviewed the
development of the China-
Singaporetiesover thepast
16 years, saying the two
countries had increased
political trust and their
cooperation had been
fruitful.

He expressed Chinas
appreciaion to Singapore
for its adherence to the
one-Chinapoalicy.

Zeng praised Lee as
“a founder” of China-
Singapore relations, and

for his long-term efforts
and contribution to the
improvement of bilateral
friendshipandcooperation.
He aso briefed Lee on
the development of Hong
Kong and the Chinese
Government's basic policy
on Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region.
Leesaid Singaporewas
delighted with China's
achievement in its
economic and social
development and the

growing momentum that
Hong Kong had shown in
its development under the
policy of “onecountry, two
systems”’.

He adso reterated that
Singapore would abide by
the one-China policy and
oppose “Tawan indepen-
dence”. Lee arrived in
Beijing on Wednesday
morning on an eight-day
vigt at theinvitation of the
Chinese Government.

MNA/Xinhua
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Television and electronics shops display their products on a street in Hanoi on

14 May, 2006. Vietnam has reached an agreement with the United States that

pavestheway for the communist country to join the World Trade Organization,
US and Vietnamese officials said on Sunday.—INTERNET
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Tokyo Fire Department fireboats spray coloured water into the air during a
firedrill pageant on water, as part of the Tokyo Minato Matsuri or Port
Festival, in Tokyo Port, on 14 May, 2006. More than 400 firefighters
participated in the annual event. —INTERNET

Members of the
Minuteman Project and
other border-patrol groups
warned the United States
was in danger of being
overrun by Mexicansif the

* | Senate passes a bill that

would give millions of
illegal immigrantsachance
to earn citizenship.

“They should be

rounded up and deported,
every singleone of them,”
JohnClark of theAmerican
Immigration  Control
Foundation said to a
cheering crowd of about
two dozen. “Leave them
here and in 10 years this
will notbetheUnited States
of America”

Fifty yards away a

German mountaineer
fallsto death in Tibet

LHasA, 13 May — A German mountaineer fell to
hisdeathwhiledescending Mount ChoOyuin Tibet on
Tuesday, asourcewiththeChinaTibet M ountaineering
Association said Friday.

Themanstumbled at analtitudeof 7,800 metresand
slid about 70 metres before hitting his head on arock.
Hethen fell into an ice chasm, said Zhang Mingxing,
secretary-general of the association.

The association had notified the German Embassy
inBeijing of the accident, Zhang said. However, local
policeand embassy officialswerenot available Friday
evening to identify the man's name.

He was with a seven-member German climbing
team that is still on the mountain, Zhang said. His
colleagues could not be contacted for comment.

Mount Cho Oyu, which rises to 8,201 metres, is
located near Mount Everest at the centre of the
Himalayas— MNA/Xinhua

Japan reports 16 people of suspected
HS5N2 infection

Tokyo, 13 May — Sixteen people in Ibaraki Prefecture, eastern Japan, may
have been infected with the less virulent HSN2 strain of avian influenza, Kyodo

News reported Thursday,

citing test results.

The number of people having been suspected of HSN2 infectionsin Japan thus
roseto 93. Several outbreaks of HSN2 strain occurred in poultry farmsaround the
region last year.— MNA/Xinhua

Minutemen, protesters

square off at US Capitol

WasHinGToN, 13May— I llegal immigration protester swrapped up across-
country caravan on Friday with arally in the shadow of the US Capital, as
immigrant-rights activists chanted for them to “go away” .

similar number of coun-
terprotesters chanted
“Minutemen go away,
immigrantsareheretostay”
behind aline of police.
Millionsof Latinoshave
taken to the streets in
meassiveproteststodemand
grester civil rightsinrecent
weeks. Minutemenfounder
Jim Gilchrist said such
protests underlined the
growingthreat posedby the
estimated11.5to12million
illegd immigrants now in
the country. “They are not
assembling to protect their
rights. They areassembling
to strip us of our rights”
Gilchrist said.
MNA/Reuters

Woman gets shoulder massage

from Tokyo burglar
Tokyo, 13 May — How about a little relaxation
with your robbery?

A burglar gave a 35-year-old woman a shoulder
massage for several hours after breaking into her
apartment in central Tokyo and tying her up, police
were quoted as saying on Friday.

Hestole210,000yen (1,900 USdollars) incashand
her bank cash card, though he later mailed the card to
her as she requested after withdrawing 980,000 yen
from her account, Kyodo news agency said.

It said LeeJin-se, 29, aSouth Korean, admitted the
burglary and told police he lingered in the woman's
apartment and gave her the massage "to relax her".

MNA/Reuters

Ethanol demand boosts corn prices

WasHINGTON, 14 May — As demand for ethanol zooms higher, Kansas corn farmer Ken McCauley
expects higher pricesfor hiscrop.

“That’ skind of thestory
across the country,” said
McCauley, who grows
corn and soybeans in
northeast Kansas.

“There' salotmorebuyers
out there because of these
ethanol plants and other

;":‘-215!‘1' %G

ways to use the corn.”
The amount of corn
used to make ethanol
should increase by 34
percent over last year's
useto2.15billionbushels,
thedepartment said Friday
initsmonthly cropreport.
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Meanwhile, thenation’s
soon-to-be-harvested
winter wheat crop is on
track to be the smallest
since 2002, analysts said.
Farmers are expected to
producel.1billionbushels
of winter wheat, down 12
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John Wilcox unloads his combine while his son Dave drives the tractor
alongside while harvesting corn in Springfield, I1l., in a file photo from 29
Sept, 2003. Escalating demand for ethanol will push corn prices higher this
year, the Agriculture Department said.—I NTERNET

percent from last year.
Drought in Texas,
Oklahoma and through-
out the central and
southern Great Plains has
dramatically reduced
yields, which should
average 42.2 bushels an
acre, down two bushels
from last year, the report
said. Whest prices should
be$3.50to$4.10abushel,
up from $3.42 last year.
For corn, demand from
ethanol plants as well as
from foreign countries
improved the price
forecast to $2.25 to $2.65
a bushel, compared with
last year's $1.95 to $2.05.
Demand has risen so
sharply, the amount of
corninstorageisexpected
todrop to half of last year
levels, the department
said.—Internet
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WHO confirms
first human
caseof H5N1in
Djibouti

GENEVA, 13May—The
World Health Organi-
zation confirmed on
Thursday a baby in
Djibouti hasinfected with
the H5N1 virus, the first
human case of bird fluin
the country.

The two-year-old girl
was still alive, WHO
spokesman Dick Thomp-
son said, but he did not
give any details about her
health condition.

The Djibouti Gov-
ernment confirmed the
case in capital Djibouti,
saying three chickenshad
alsobeeninfectedwiththe
virus. But whether it was
related to the human case
was not clear for thetime
being.

“Djibouti thusbecomes
the first country in the
Horn of Africa to have
detectedahuman caseand
bird cases of H5N1,” the
Djibouti Government
said on the website of
the official Djiboutian
Information Agency.

The country’s Health
Ministry said the govern-
ment would further in-
crease surveillance of the
disease—MNA/Xinhua
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Hungary opposesradical reform of EU agriculture

Buparest, 13May—As
a largely agricultural
country with an export-
oriented wheat market,
Hungary cannot support
any radical agricultural
reforms in the European
Union (EU), a Hungarian
Government Minister said
on Thursday.

Jozsef Graf, Hungary's
Minister of Agriculture
and Regiona Develop-
ment, told a two-day joint
congress of the Inter-
national Food and
Agricultura Trade Policy
Council and the Euro-
pean trade association
COCERAL in Budapest,
that Hungary’ sagricultural
sector had been export-
oriented over the past 15
years.

Hungary’ sannual cereal
output of around 12million
tons exceeds the need for
domestic consumption,
which is around 8 million
tons per year, he noted.

For the past two years
followingitsEU accession,
Hungary has accumulated
substantia stocksof surplus
ceredls, partly asthe result
of an exceptionaly good
harvest last year, he said,

adding that the country’s
contributiontotheEU of its
surpluswhesat congtitutes50
per cent of theintervention
stock of the 25-member
blocinthe2005-2006fisca
year. Hungary's maize
contribution alone ac-
counted for 82 per cent of
theEU interventionstock,
Graf said.
The minister said that
70 per cent of the
Hungarian territory was
arableland, and duetoiits
landlocked conditions, the
country’s transport costs
significantly hiked up the
price of its wheat.
Although the
Hungarian Governmentis
planning to enhance
competitiveness in the
sector, such as further
promotion of animal
husbandry, modernization
in horticulture and better
marketing, Hungary op-
poses radical EU reforms
of agriculture, Graf said.
Hungary is not in
favour of changing the
Common Agricultural
Policy unlessin areasthat
are absolutely necessary,
the minister said.
At the joint con-

gress, EU Agriculture
Commissioner Mariann
Fischer Boel warned
againstthesizeof theEU’s
intervention wheat stock,
which has swollen from
3 million tons in 2004 to
18milliontonsat present,
caling for reform of the
grain market.

Key topics on the
congress agenda also
include agricultura nego-
tigtionsat theWorld Trade
Organization,impactof EU

enlargement and sustain-
ability goals, including

expansion in biofuels

trade—MNA/Xinhua

62 SAfrican workers sent to hospitals

after ammonia leak

JOHANNESBURG, 13 May— Sixty-two factory workers
weresenttodifferenthospital safteranammonialesk atanice
cream factory in Cape Town, South Africa.

A chemicd smdll and“ chemicd visihility intheair” were
reported by amember of thepublic, Cape Town'smunicipa
disaster management spokesman Johan Minnie told the
South African Press Association (SAPA) —MNA/Xinhua

Bolivia accuses foreign oil firms
of operatingillegally

VIENNA, 13 May—
Bolivian President Evo
Morales on Thursday
accused foreign oil
companies of having long
evadedtaxesandsmuggled
out Bolivian oil under

“unconstitutional” con-
tracts.

The President told a
news conference before
a three-day EU-Latin
America summit in Vien-
na that Bolivia's na-

Ee——
Marienela Nunez asthe Lllac Fairy performs durmg adressrehearsal for the

ballet " The Sleeping Beauty" at The Royal Opera House in London,
on 12 May, 2006. The first public performance of the ballet will be
on 15 May, 2006.—INTERNET

tionalization of the energy
sectorwasamedtoreclaim
its national resources.
Moraeswarnedthat some
companies may not be
compensated after the
energy nationalization.
“1f they haverecovered
theirinvestment thenthere
isnoreasonto compensate
them whatsoever,” he
said.Moraes said foreign
firms have been pillaging
the resource-rich Bolivia
formorethanfivecenturies
and “thishasto end now”.
“What we are looking for
... are partners, not bosses
to exploit our natural
resources,” he said.
Moralessaid morethan 70
contracts with foreign
companies are “uncon-
stitutional” ones nego-
tiated secretly. “Any new
contract, bilateral or
multilateral must be
ratified by Congress,” he
said—MNA/Xinhua
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Chinato arrange over seas exams for
certified accountants

Hong Kong, 13 May— China's Ministry of Finance will arrange over seas

examinationsfor certified accountants, said a Chinese official here on Friday.

Wang Jun, Deputy
Finance Minister said at
the one-day internationa
conference on China and
Global Capitd Marketsthat
the move is to be taken to
help implement the glo-
balization strategy of the
Chinese Mainland pro-
fessional accountants, and
fostertheoverseascertified
accountants forces.

The conference is
jointly held by the Hong
Kong Ingtituteof Certified
PublicAccountantsandthe
Institute of Chartered
Accountants in England
and Wales.

Wang, also secretary-
general  of  China
Accounting Standards
Committee, said Chinese
ventures entering into the
international  capital
market, their obtaining of
overseas funding all
impose practical re-
quirementsto the Chinese
professional accountants.

Chinese Mainland
accountants will be
encouraged to obtain
certifications of overseas
certified accountants, he
added.

Wang said that in the
Chinese Mainland exams
for certified accountants,
English will be a must-
exam in the near future.

Hesaidtheministry will
strengthen ties with the
international accounting
organizations to launch
moretraining programmes
for Mainland accountants.

Wang said to improve
the competitivenessof big

accountingfirmsisanother
task for the ministry.

The effective manage-
ment of the listed com-
panies is the foundation
for the capital market and
the good service of the
accounting firms for the
listed ventures is closely
linked to the sound
development of thecapita
market.

MNA/Xinhua

Udo Jost of the International Tracing Service
(ITS) isseen in the I TSarchivein central
German town of Bad Arolsen, on 10 May, 2006.

&

Picture taken on 10 May, 2006.—INTERNET

Alligator killsFlorida
jogger near canal

Miami, 13 May— An alligator
grabbed and killed a Florida woman
who disappeared while jogging near a
canal, a medical examiner determined
on Thursday.

Construction workers found the
woman's dismembered body floating
on Wednesday in acana in Sunrise, a
northwest suburb of Fort Lauderdale.
Anautopsy showed shedied of bleeding
and shock from alligator bites.

“The alligator attacked her and
basi cally amputated her arms, bit her on
theleg and back and pulled her into the
water,” said Dr Joshua Perper, the
Broward County medical examiner,who
performed the autopsy. “She died
extremely fast. By the time she was
pulled into the water, she was already

Grammy winning singer songwriter
Melissa Etheridge applauds graduates
of the Class of 2006 at the Berklee
College of Music commencement in
Boston, Massachusetts, on 13 May,
2006. Etheridge was awarded an
Honorary Doctor of Music degree from

dead.” — MNA/Reuters

Berklee College of Music.—INTERNET

N

MTYV to expand into I nternet, 'mobilevalueadded servicesin China

BEelaiNG, 13 May— Global broadcaster MTV Networ kswill expand into I nter net and mobile value-added
servicesin China, China Daily reported on Friday.

"| am not discouraged,
but encouraged by what is
happening in China"
William Roedy, vice-
chairman of MTV
Networks and president of
MTV Networks Interna-
tiond, was quoted by the

newspaper as saying.
Therearemorethan 340
millionfamilieswithaccess
to TV broadcasting, over
400 million mobile phone
users and 111 million
Internet usersin China.
These figures are

expected to continue
growing in coming years
with more demand for
value-added services, the
newspaper said.
Although China has
allowed foreign broad-
casters to establish joint

. &

Indonesia’ sMerapi volcano releasesa huge cloud of hot gason 14 May, 2006 as

seen from Pekam village on the outskirtsof Yogyakarta, the provincial capital of

Central Java province, Indonesia. Villageson Mount Merapi wereleft virtually

empty, although some residents returned to its slopes Sunday to tend their

animalsand crops after officialsraised thealert status of the Merapi volcano to
the highest level, meaning that an eruption isimminent.—INTERNET

venturesrelating to content
production, broadcastingis
till forbidden.

MTV, theentertainment
channel that is owned by
mediagiantViacom,isared
in the Pearl River Deltain
South Chinaand anumber
of luxury residences and
hotelsin other parts of the
country.

MNA/Xinhua

French aircraft

manufacturer

to expand Chinese market

BelainG, 13 May— The France-based regional

aircraft manufacturer

ATR announced here

Thursday planstoexpand further intothe Chinese

aircraft market with a
Beijing.

Avions de Transport
Regional, theworldleader
in the 50 to 70-seater
turbopropaircraft, planned
to  strengthen its
cooperation with Chinese
airlines, said Filippo
Bagnato, chief executive
officer, in Beijing.

“We should further
strengthen ties with
Chinese industry, grow
market opportunities in

the region, and have a

permanent presence in
this important market,”
Bagnato said.

Since 1998, China
SouthernAirlinesXinjiang
Company has been
operating five ATR 72-
500s, the only turboprop
regional aircraftin China.

China,withapopulation
of 1.3 hillion, have atotal

representative office in

of 784 passenger aircraft,
including 76 regional
aircraft. TheUnited States,
with a population of less
than300million, has8,650
operational passenger
arcraft, including 3,200
regiond aircraft. The US
has 1,534 turboprop
regiona aircraft.
“Inthecoming 15years,
the commercia aviation
market will expand
significantly in China”
Bagnato said. “ATR will
supply state-of-the-art
aircraft with jet-like
comfort.” The revival of
the turboprop was due to
the soaring price of crude
oil, to the growth in
regiona air traffic, and to
pressure on airlines to
reduce costs.
MNA/Xinhua

Scientistsidentify “routes’ of sandstorms

in China

HoHHoT, 13 May— Chinese meteorologists claim to have identified the
"routes’ used by windsthat cause sandstormsin China.

A ten-year research
project found that sand-
sormsaffecting Chinawere
closely related to the cold
front from Siberia, said
Kang Ling, deputy head of
the Inner Mongolia Auto-
nomous Regional Meteo-
rological Station. Thefront
swirls through large desert
areas, including the Gobi
Desert, often combining
with cyclonesin Mongolia
and bringing sandstormsto
China,saidKang. Kangsaid

the front arrived in China
viathreeroutes.

On the eadt, the front
runs southward through
central and eastern Mon-
golia, affecting northeast
Ching, centra and eastern
InnerMongolia, Shanxi and
Hebei Provincesand areas
tothesouthof theseregions.

The central route goes
southward through central
and western Mongolia,
affecting central and
western Inner Mongolia

and eastern areas of
northwest China, central
and southern partsof north
China and regions to the
south of these aress.

To the west, the front
blows southward through
western Mongolia and
northeast Kazakhstan,
affecting northeastern
part of Xinjiang, the
westernmost region of
China, north China and
areas to the south of these
regions— MNA/Xinhua
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Racing Santander player Jonathan Valle, centre, tries

toget past Villarreal playersQuiqueAlvarez, left, and

AlessioTachinardi of Italy, right, duringtheir Spanish

leaguesoccer match at Madrigal Stadiumin Villarreal,
Spain, on 13 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

Espanyol escaperelegation,
Sevilla beat Barca

Maprip, 14 May— King's Cup winners Espanyol
escaped rel egation by the skin of their teeth on Saturday
after a dramatic stoppage time goal from midfielder
Ferran Corominas earned them a 1-0 win at home to
Real Sociedad. Fellow strugglers Alaves looked as if
they were the team that would avoid the drop after they
took a1-0leadagainst DeportivoCoruna, but Corominas
|ate strike destroyed their hopesof survival and sent the
Basque team down. Dimitry Piterman’s side will join
Malaga and Cadiz in the Second Division next season.

UEFA Cup winners Sevilla continued a week of
celebrations and boosted their hopes of earning aplace
intheChampionsL eaguewhenthey beat asecond string
Barcelona 3-2. Barca, resting eight first choice players
for Wednesday’ s Champions League final against Ar-
senal, fought back from two goalsdownto level at 2-2,
but a late strike from Sevilla striker Kepa earned the
home side avital win. —MNA/Reuters

Reinathehero asLiverpool win final shootout

CaRDIFF, 14 May — Liver pool won the FA Cup for the seventh time on Saturday beating West Ham

United 3-1 on penalties after theteamsdrew an epic final 3-3 after extratime.

Liverpool keeper Jose
Reina saved three of the
four West Ham penalties
he faced, becoming their
hero after handing West
Ham two goals with er-
rors earlier in the match.

One of the greatest of
all the 125 FA Cup finals
was taken into extratime
by a stunning last-minute
30-metre shot by Liver-
pool captain Steven
Gerrard, equalizingforthe
second timein the match.

West Ham had gone
ahead when Jamie
Carragher turned a low
cross into his own goal
after 20 minutesand went
2-0 up eight minutes
later when Dean Ash-
ton pounced after Reina

spilled a Matthew

Etherington shot.
Djibril Cissepulledone
back with a neat volley

Liverpool's Peter Crouch attempts an overhead kick

against West Ham United during the FA Cup Final

soccer match at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff,
Wales, on 13 May, 2006.—I NTERNET

after 32 minutes and
Gerrard, whose pinpoint
pass led to that goal, lev-
elled with a thunderous

shot in the 54th as both
teams poured everything
into attack.

Just when it appeared
that West Ham had lost
their impetus as well as
their lead, they suddenly
regained it from an unex-
pected source in the 64th
minute. —MNA/Reuters

Scott dipsback intotie

for Byron Nelson lead

Houston, 14 May — Australia's Adam Scott lost
momentum after afast start to drop back into atie for
thelead at the Byron Nelson Championshipin Irving,
Texas on Saturday.

The25-year-old from Adelaidebogeyed three of the
last seven holes on the TPC at Las Colinas for a one-
under-par 69, ending the third round at 11-under 199.

Level with Scott was South African Trevor
Immelman, who charged into contention with a flaw-
less 64 in bright sunshine to match Jeff Sluman for the
best score of the day. American Brett Wetterich, co-
leader with Scott overnight, returned a70to sit third at
10 under with compatriots Joe Ogilvie (69), Charley
Hoffman (65), Omar Uresti (69) and Chad Campbell
(65) afurther two strokes back in atie for fourth.

"It was a little disappointing not to keep it going
after playing sowell over thefront nine," world number
nine Scott told reporters.

"I got caught out a couple of times with the wind
direction and found myself in abit of bother out there.

"But I'm still in the same position aswhen | teed off
and I'mlooking forward to playing with Trevor tomor-
row," added the Australian, who is chasing his fourth
PGA Tour title.

"I know I'mswingingwell. I'vejust got todoit again
tomorrow. Hopefully I'll also make a few putts.”

Producing superb form with his pitching wedge,
Scott birdied four of thefirst eight holesto forge four
strokes clear of the chasing pack at 14 under.

He struck approach shotsto four feet at the second,
eight feet at thefourth, three feet at the seventh and to
within 10 feet of the flag at the eighth to stay on track
for his fourth PGA Tour title. —MNA/Reuters

Bremen beat Hamburg, snatch 2nd

placein finale

BerLIN, 14 May— Werder Bremen snatched second place and direct
qualification into the Champions League with a thrilling 2-1 victory at
Hamburg SV on thefinal day of the Bundesliga season.

Miroslav Klose scored
the winner 18 minutes
from time which lifted
Bremen up from third at
the expence of Hamburg,
who now enter the third

Lilleclinch last Champions L eague ticket

Paris, 14 May— Lilleclaimed a ChampionsL eaguethird qualifyinground
spot after a2-2draw at Stade Rennesin a nail-biting last round of matchesin

Ligue1on Saturday.

The northerners fin-
ishedthirdinthestandings
with 62 points, two more
than arch-rivalsRC Lens,
who beat Nantes 3-1.

Lens finished fourth

and qualified for the
UEFA Cup.

Olympique Marseille,
who had still hoped to
quaify for the Champi-
onsL eague, ended almost
empty-handed.

TheProvenceside, who
were reduced to 10 men
after defender Abdoulaye

Answersto yesterday’s

qualifying round for the
Champions League.
"It'shard to find words
for this, the disappoint-
ment is so great," said

Hamburg coach Thomas
Doll. "It redlly hurts."
Hamburg had been sec-
ond most of theseason but
losttwoof their final three
matches, while Bremen's
win gave them 17 points
intheir last seven games.
Bayern Munich, who
clinched their 20th Ger-

Meite was sent off for a
second bookable offence
on 70 minutes, were held
1-1 at second-placed
Girondins Bordeaux.
Franck Ribery, who
hopes to be included in
France's23-mansquadfor
the World Cup on Sun-

—

man championshipaweek

Arthur

Crossword Puzzle

day, missed a penalty in
the27thminute. Marseille
finishedfifthandwill play
in the Intertoto Cup.
MNA/Reuters

TADIR 40, \
Germany's IBF middleweight champion
Abraham, right, and his challenger Kofi Jantuah
fromGhanafightduringtheir worldtitleboxing bout
in Zwickau, eastern Germany, on Saturday night,

ago, drew 3-3 a home
against Borussia Dort-
mund to finish the season
with 75 points, ahead of
Bremen on 70 and Ham-
burg 68.

At the bottom of the ta-
ble, VL Wolfshurgsecured
15th place with a2-2 draw
againstKaiserdautern,who
finished one point behind
them and were relegated
along with Cologne and
MSV Duisburg.

Klose, the Bundedigas
top scorer with 25 goas
ahead of Bayer
Leverkusen's Dimitar
Berbatov with21, foundan
opening between two de-
fendersonthelefttotapin
a cross 12 minutes after
Sergg Barbarez had equal -
ized with afine header.
MNA/Reuters

13May, 2006. Abrahamwon by decision.—INTERNET

—

Doctor says Rooney making | ™ AR

good progress

Lonpon, 14 May— Injured England forward Wayne
Rooney istaking very positive stepsin hisbid to befit
for the World Cup finals, England doctor Leif Sward
said.

"| talked to the doctorsin Manchester and thereport
they gave me was very, very positive," Sward was
quoted as saying by British mediaon Saturday. "I can
say they have done a tremendous job with Wayne."

Rooney was photographed riding abicycle at Man-
chester United's Carrington training ground on Friday
ashebattlestorecover fromabroken foot ahead of the
World Cup finals. —MNA/Reuters

el |

LB s T _
French soccer Ligue 1 champion OlympiqueLyon's
team celebratetheir fifth runningtitlein theGerland
Stadiumin Lyon on 13 May, 2006.—INTERNET
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Massive anti-US candle-lit vigil in Seoul

Seout, 14 May — Thousands of South Korean students, labour union members and residents
gathered on Saturday near the US Embassy in downtown Seoul on a candle-lit vigil to protest a plan of

US military base expansion in the country.

The protesters, from more than 100 civic groups,
called for the release of the protesters arrested during
abloody conflict with police on 4 May in Pyongtaek,
where the government is planning to build the largest

Canada's emissions of greenhouse gases are now 35
per cent abovethelevel it promisedtoreach under the
Kyoto climate change accord and the country would
have to ground every train, plane and car to meet its
target, Environment Minister Rona Ambrose said on
Wednesday. | nthisfilephotoasportfisherman stands
on rocksat the mouth of the Capilano River in North
Vancouver, British Columbia, as theearlymorning
fog coversthe Lions Gate Bridge.—INTERNET

US military base in South Korea.

Thegatheringispart of aplantostoptheexpansion
of the US Camp Humphreays in Pyongtaek, 65 kilo-
metres south of Seoul. The protesters will move to a
university campusin Seoul at about 10 pm local time
(1300 GMT) and march to Pyongtaek on Sunday
morning. Hundreds of protesters held rallies near the
US Embassy and the Defence Ministry earlier on the
day.

The organizer of thevigil said in a statement that
they would holdrallies" as scheduled inapeaceful and
popular manner, with people from all walks of life
participating".

Morethan 6,000riot policeweredeployed around
the US Embassy in case of violent clashes.

The traffic near the US Embassy is amost
paralyzed, but no physical conflict between protesters
and police were reported.

The Yonhap News reported that more than 8,000
riot police and 3,000 troops had aready been dis-
patched to Pyongtaek and will block the way from
Seoul to the US miilitary base.

On4May , morethan 120 people, including both
protesters and police, were injured during bloody
clashes when police tried to evict protesters from a
buildinginthecompound of theUSCamp Humphreys.
More than 400 others were arrested by the police
during the clashes— MNA/Xinhua
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Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hoursM ST : Duringthepast 24 hours, weather hasbeen
partly cloudy inKayah, Kayinand Mon Statesand rain
or thundershowershavebeenisolatedin Magway Divi-
sion, scattered in Chin and Rakhine States, Mandal ay,
Bago, Yangon, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi
Divisionsfairly widespread in Shan State and upper
Sagaing Division and widespread in the remaining
aress. Day temperatures were (4°C) above normd in
Kayin State, (6°C) about normal in Taninthayi Divi-
sion, (3°C) below norma in Shan State, and Bago
Division. (7°C) to (8°C) below normal in Kachin State
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L ocal and foreign journalists study development of Southern
Command areain Bago Division, troubles of local
people caused by racism, power struggles and bullying of
KNU insurgents, terrorist acts such as massacres, torching
and mine blasts committed by KNU

\\

Y AnGoN, 14May —
Chairman of the Informa-
tionCommitteeof theState
Peace and Development
Council Minister for In-
formation Brig-GenKyaw
Hsan, together with jour-
nalists,on13May wenton
study tour towitnessmeas-
urestaken for ensuring se-
curity and the rule of law
and dl-round develop-
mentsin Htantabin Town-
shipand Thabyenyunt Vil-
lage on eastern side of
Sittoung River and Mone
regionof Kyaukkyi Town-
ship in Bago Division of
Southern Command as
well astroublesof residen-
tial people caused by
racism, power struggleand
bullying among KNU
insurgents and terrorist
acts such as massacres,
setting of fire

(See page 10)
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[ NL D not serving interests of locals )
becoming group of good-for-nothing
Tarnishing image of the nation in
collusion with terrorist groups
28 membersresign from M ogaung Township NLD

Yancon 14 May — Twenty eight members of
Mogaung Township National League for Democracy
including Township executivesU Sein Aungand U Z
Kham Guam of Mogaung Township National League
for Democracy, Monyin District, Kachin State, re-
signed fromthe National Leaguefor Democracy sign-
ing their resignation letters of their own accord and
sending thecopiesof resignationtoNL D headquarters
and local authorities. At a ceremony held at the
Mogaung Township Multiparty Democracy General
Election Sub-Commission Office, on 7 May, the 28
NLD members submitted their resignation letters.

Present on the occasion were the chairman of
Mogaung Township Multiparty Democracy General
Election Sub-Commission, the township law officer,
the township justice, the township education officer,
the head of township Immigration and National Reg-
istration Department, the executive officer of town-
ship Development Affairs Committee, head of town-
ship revenue department, head of township forestry
department and the 28 NLD members. Member of
Mogaung Township NLD U HlaAung acted as mas-
ters of ceremonies.

On behalf of the 28 NLD members, U Z Kham
Guam explained the cause of their resignation from
NLD saying that NLD did not serve the interests of
locals but instead becoming a group of good-for-noth-
ing and thus they should not join hands with the self-

seekerswhowereconcentrating ongrabbing power. He
continued to say that NLD wasin no position to take a
leadership role in the region and they failed to show a
good examplein carrying out thetasksof national unity.
Moreover, there was division among party membersas
all party members stuck to personality cult and sectari-
anism. The activities of NLD did not contribute to
regional and national development but posed danger to
regional stability. Although the entire people have wit-

nessed development of the State, NLD, with negative | {

views and in collusion with externa terrorist groups,
was tarnishing the image of the nation. Moreover,
according to the decision of the so-called party |eader,
NLD walked out of the National Convention which is
designed to shape amodern, developed and discipline-
flourishingdemocratic nation. Deviating fromtheorigi-
nal goals, NLD relied on external elements and thus
party membersnolonger had trust inthe party. Turning
ablind eye to the national development, NLD stayed
aloof from the people and became a separate class. In
conclusion, he said that they resigned from NLD of the
ownvalitionasthey want to truly servetheinterestsof
the nation and the people.

Next, on behalf of the 28 NLD members,
Mogaung Township NLD party member U Tin Ngwe
presented the resignation letters and materials they
used when they were membership to the NLD, to the
chairman of the sub-commission—MNA

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, Dean of Diplomatic Corp

and members, local and foreign journalists ask

after the patientslost parts of body due to mine
blast committed by KNU insurgents. —mna

f INSIDE

At a time when the world is see-
ing the expeditious development of ICT
in all sectors, it is incumbent upon e
National Task Force, Myanmar |nfo-
Tech Corporation, Myanmar Compu-
ter Federation and their congenial or-
ganizations to try their best for devel-
opment of ICT in Myanmar.

Pace 2 PERSPECTIVES

Weather Forecast for 15-5-2006

Nay Pyi Taw & neighbouring areas
Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (60%).
Yangon & neighbouring areas

One or two rain or thundershowers. Degree of
certainty is (80%).
Mandalay & neighbouring areas

Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers.

Degree of certainty is (60%).




