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MEC Chairman Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses concluding ceremony of Special Refresher Course No 6 for Faculty Members at CICS
(Phaunggyi)— mNa

YANGON, 12 Dec—The conclusion of special
refresher course No 6 for faculty members was held
at Nawarat Hall of Central Institute of Civil Service
(Phaunggyi) in Hlegu Township this morning, with
an address by Chairman of Myanmar Education
Committee Secretary-1 of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein.

Also present were Chairman of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development Council Commander
of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, the min-
isters, the chief justice, the attorney-general, the au-
ditor-general, the chairman of Civil Service Selec-
tion and Training Board, the Yangon mayor, the

deputy ministers, members of CSSTB, officials of
the State Peace and Development Council Office,
heads of departments, professors, principals, the rec-
tor of CICS (Phaunggyi), heads of departments,
course instructors and trainee teachers.

In his address, the Secretary-1 said the govern-
ment is endeavouring to enable the Union of
Myanmar to catch up with international communi-
ties. At the same time, the government is taking the
most fundamental specific steps for emergence of a
democratic nation the people desire.

He said a democratic nation cannot be created
immediately. It is natural that only when there are

political, economic and social foundations needed
will such a nation emerge.

Therefore, he urged the faculty members to make
concerted efforts for successful implementation of
national education projects in accord with the better
foundations and the objectives after realizing that
national development and democratic nation-build-
ing tasks are the same.

He also urged them to participate in every step
of the seven-point Road Map for perpetuation of the
State in the future and building of a discipline-flour-
ishing democratic nation.

(See page 8)

Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Myint Thein, Capt

YANGON, 12 Dec—
A ceremony to open

troupes and others num-
bering over 2,000.

port, education, health and
social infrastructures to

Thanthamagyi Bridge on
Yangon-Kyaukphyu
Road in Yanbye Town-
ship, Rakhine State, built
by Public Works, was
held at the pandal of the
bridge, this morning,
with an address by mem-
ber of the State Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than of the Ministry of
Defence.

Also present on
the occasion were Chair-
man of Rakhine State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Western Command Brig-
Gen Min Aung Hlaing,
Minister for Construction
Maj-Gen Saw Tun,

Aung Thaw of
Kyaukphyu Station, local
authorities, heads of de-
partment, social organi-
zations, Rakhine tradi-
tional Sidaw and dance

In his address, Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than
of the Ministry of De-
fence said that the gov-
ernment has been estab-
lishing economic, trans-

e —————

bring about harmonious
and equitable develop-
ment across the Union
which is made up of 14
states and divisions and to
(See page 10)

1 £ = 3
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than formally unveils stone plaque of Thanthamagyi Bridge in Yanbye Tewnship.

The Tatmadaw Government has a long fa-
dition of protecting the nation and the welfare|of
the people and always holds this responsibility in
high esteem.
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan
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Let’s dispense Buddha’s
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Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative vi
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the natio
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

loving-kindness and

forgiveness to the world

The World Buddhist Summit was grandly|
and successfully held in the historic Maha Pasar]a
Cave from 9 to 11 December in Yangon, the U
ion of Myanmar, a country where Theravadg
Buddhism flourishes. The World Buddhist Sum
mit attracted over 2,000 participants including}
prominent Buddhist leaders, heads and prim¢
ministers of foreign governments, delegate monHs

600 Myanmar monks and devotees.

mit in accord with the teachings of the Lord Bud
dha bear in their mind the propensity of patience}
compassion and optimism.

Expressing his vote of thanks at the closirjg
of the World Buddhist Summit at Maha Pasang
Cave on Thiri Mingala Kaba Aye Hill in

Y ANGON, 12 Dec —
The Alodawpyi Pagoda

festival in Bagan-

from 38 countries, some 600 observers, and oer NyaungU, to be spon-

sored by local and

The government and people of Myanmaf'| foreign  missionary
felt delighted at and gained significant merit§ | Alodawpyi Sayadaw
from their concerted efforts exerted on the sug-| Agga Maha Pandita
cessful completion of the Summit. The secret pf Agoa Maha Saddhamma
the success was that all the delegates to the Sy Motikadhaja Maha

Ganthavacaka Pandita
Maha Saddhammajo-
tikadhaja Bhaddanta
Ariyavamsa, will be held
on a grand scale on 26

December 2004
(Fullmoon of Nadaw,
1366 ME).

Transport has been
arranged for those wish-
ing to take part in the fes-
tival. Bus tickets can be
bought in advance at U
San Tha Aung-Daw Ma
Ni of No 102, Pyay Road,
Hsemilegon (Tel
666935). Buses will leave
here at 6.00 pm on 23 De-
cember 2004.

H

Poem:

Let

of Buddhist

With tumultuous participation
Of world nations unitedly
Holding discussions for all nations
To enjoy equitable peace
Free from danger, with true goodwill
Strove hard and convened
The great event, outstandingly.

* Summit wins accolade
For enhancing Buddha’s
Preaching of Theravada
Dhamma doctrine with momentum
May spread worldwide

* May Buddha’s

Theravada doctrine,
Spread worldwide,
And may there be peace.

there be peace worldwide
Sponsored by Myanmar, World Summit

envelop it

Shoon Mya Aung (Trs)

WS

L

Mayangon Township, Prime Minister of the Un
ion of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win said “the sub
lime message of the Lord Buddha can heal t
burning hearts of mankind and put an end to ex|
tremism, intimidation and armed conflicts”.
The World Buddhist Summit is in fact an
occasion filled with the reflection of the rays o
loving-kindness and compassion relevant to th
teachings of the Lord Buddha. In other words, i
is also a summit that will help create a peacef
and tranquil world by pacifying the hearts and
minds of the peoples with the teachings of tte
Lord Buddha. Delegates from the respective paf-
ticipant countries took part actively and earnestl
in the Summit by delivering speeches, reading ofit
papers and holding discussions in connection wi
the genuine teachings of the Lord Buddha.
The World Buddhist Summit will be able
to succeed in spreading the teachings of the Lo|
Buddha worldwide so that a multitude of prob-

Lover 2500 years, still remains pristine.

Central Command wins Water-Polo
Championship

YANGON, 12 Dec —
The final match of Na-
tional Water-Polo Cham-
pionship for 2004 took
place at National Swim-
ming Pool this afternoon.
At the final match, Cen-
tral Command Team
swept to a 7-6 win over
Yangon Command (A)
Team. Next, the prize
presentation ceremony

Vice-President of Myanmar Swimming Federati
U Tint Hsan (ACE) presents prize to a winner i
National Water-Polo Championship.xm

followed and Chairman of
Myanmar Olympic Com-
mittee Minister for Sports
Brig-Gen Thura Aye
Myint presented champi-
onship shield to the Cen-

lems and dangers engulfing today’s world can He
erased. All in all, the World Buddhist Summit| YanGon, 12 Dec —
proved that Buddhism, which has survived fof | Dry Day Inspection

Teams performed their
duties by checking
Tatmadaw and depart-
mental automobiles at the
main points of Yangon,
the capital of Myanmar,
from 7 am to 5 pm to-
day.

man of Dry Day Supervi-
sion Committee Minister
for Transport Maj-Gen
Thein Swe together with
committee  members
Deputy Minister for Con-
struction U Tint Swe,
Deputy Minister for Ho-
tels and Tourism Brig-Gen
Aye Myint Kyu, Vice-Ad-

Force Brig-Gen Khin Yi,
Deputy Quartermaster-
General Col Myint Ohn,
Commandant of No 2
Provost Unit (Navy) Lt-
Cmdr Tin Htut Aye, Di-
rector-General U Thaik
Tun, directors U Baw
Htin and U Zaw Win
Shwe, Secretary Deputy

Minister for Transport Maj-Gen Thein Swe supervises functions of dry day inspection teams.—

Commander of Yangon
Division Wireless and
Traffic Police Force Po-
lice Lt-Col Aung Naing.

The inspection
teams checked the dry day
pass of departmental and
Tatmadaw vehicles, driv-
er’s licence, wheel tax bill,
wearing of respective

tral Command Team.
Officials concerned
also presented prizes to
players of second and third
prize winning teams indi-
vidually. —NLM

Functions and du- | jutant-General Maj-Gen | Director-General U Sein | uniforms.They also
ties of the teams were su- | Hla Shwe, Director-Gen- | Hla of the Government | checked traffic rule
pervised by Vice-Chair- | eral of Myanmar Police | Office and Joint-Secretary | violations. — MNA

Mayor inspects Ngamoeyeik Water Supply Project

YANGON, 12 Dec —
Chairman of Yangon
City Development
Committee Mayor
Brig-Gen Aung Thein
Lin inspected Water
Supply Project(Nga-
moeyeik) this morning
and gave necessary
instructions.

On arrival at
Yangon City Water
Supply Project (Nga-
moeyeik) in Hlegu
Township, the mayor
was welcomed by Mem-

oiber of YCDC Col Tin
n Soe, Head of Assessment
Department Dr Tun Than

Tun, Head of Engineering
Department (Water and
Sanitation) U Thaung
Yin, Deputy Head U Sein
Win, Head of Inspection
Department U Zaw Win,
Project Manager U Kan
Myint and officials.

Next, the officials re-
ported on the earth works
for constructing sub
Power station in the
project site, construction
of gravel road and earth
works with the use of
heavy machinery.

After hearing reports,
the mayor gave instruc-
tions on timely comple-

tion meeting set the
standards.

Next, he proceeded
to Syphon construction
site between Yekatit Vil-
lage and Chaungwa vil-
lage in Hlegu Township
and Engineer In-charge
U Hla Tun and officials
clarified land preparation
undertaken with the use

of heavy machinery for
the construction of diver-
sion canal.

At the briefing hall,
Col Tin Soe reported to
the mayor on the project
being implemented by
YCDC. After hearing the

report, the mayor
gave necessary instruc-
tions.— MNA

intimidated

All this needs to be known

* Do not be frightened whenever

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered
* Do not be softened whenever appease

[=X




Indonesia eye

s higher growth

JAKARTA , 11 Dec — The Indonesian Government has proposed a new, fas|
growth target to the House of Representatives based on revival of investm

and export.

“Our new projection for growth is
5.5 per cent, inflation is targeted at
about 7.0 per cent. The oil price is
assumed at 35 US dollars a barrel,”
Minister of Finance Yusuf Anwar was
quoted Friday by The Jakarta Pos|
newspaper as saying.

He made the remarks in Thurs-
day’s hearing with legislators. Under
the original 2005 state budget, drafted
by the previous government and
House members, the economic growth
was forecast to grow by 5.4 per cent
while inflation was set at 5.5 per cent
and oil was set at 24 US dollars a
barrel.

Yusuf — accompanied by State
Minister for National Development
Planning Sri Mulyani Indrawati as well
as the Governor of Bank Indonesia
Burhanuddin Abdullah — delivered
the government’s new projections,
having deemed the original figures no
longer suitable to reflect the latest eco-
nomic development trends.

On economic growth, Yusuf was
optimistic that next year would be a
revival time for investment, as the new
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economic team works to improve busi-
ness climate here.

“This year, the economy is set to
expand by 4.8 per cent. And with in-
vestment improving, as well as ex-

t ports, I think the new growth target for
2005 is within reach,” he told report-
ers after the hearing.

An assessment by Bank Indonesia,
presented the day earlier at the House,
also sees a rise in investment next
year, to be supported in part by the
government’s plans to lure foreign in-
vestment for massive infrastructure
projects.

The economy over the past three or
four years has been driven mostly by
consumption, which makes up about
70 per cent of the GDP.

The government’s optimism is
supported by encouraging recent
data.

Growth has expanded by 5.03 per
cent in the third quarter of the year,
faster than the 4.54 per cent in the
second quarter, the Central Statistics
Agency (BPS) reported.

MNA/Xinhua

Smoking to be banned in public
places in Bangkok

Banckok , 11 Dec— Public parks and sports stadiums in the Thai capital will
be banned from smoking under a new law of the Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration, local newspaper reported on Friday.

Bangkok Governor
Aprirak Kosayodhin on
Thursday instructed city
officials to designate all
parks and stadiums in the
capital a no-smoking
zone. If smokers light up
in these places, they will
be fined 2,000 baht, ac-
cording to The Nation
newspaper.

“Smokers visiting
public parks are not al-
lowed to enjoy their habit
out of concern for the
health of non-smokers,”
Apirak was quoted as
saying.

There would be a grace
period before the law
was strictly enforced,
said the governor, add-

ing the administration
planned to enact the ban
on smoking in all public
areas.

“Thailand, especially
its capital, is about to take
a big step — taking the
lead to ban smoking in
public parks, where
many countries still al-
low this,” said Prakit
Vathesahokit, a leading
campaigner against
smoking.

Anti-smoking senti-
ment has swept through
the country following the
King’s speech last Sat-
urday warning the dan-
gerof smoking in abid to
save young people’s
lives.

Statistics from the
Thai Health Promotion
Foundation shows that
the number of Thai
smokers stood at some
11 million over the past
23 years. The almost con-
stant number was attri-
buted to the growing
number of young smok-
ers who fall prey to the
habit.

Under Thailand’s ex-
isting laws, smoking is
banned in government
buildings, air-condi-
tioned offices, hospitals,
schools, on public trans-
port, in air-conditioned
restaurants and shopping
malls.

MNA/Xinhua

U
T -
Lao women walk past statues at the Xiengkua

Buddha Park, about 25 km (16 miles) east of the

Lao capital of Vientiane, recenthy- INTERNET

Research, development
attract more money from
Singapore companies

SINGAPORE, 11 Dec — More Singapore companies
are getting involved in research and development
activities, which received some 3.5 billion Singapore
dollars (about 2.1 billion US dollars) in 2003, at 2 per
cent amount of the country’s GDP.

According to local media reports on Friday, the
Agency for Science, Technology and Research con-
ducted a survey covering the Year 2003.

The reports said that most research and develop-
ment jobs were in the biomedical sciences, electronics
and precision engineering sectors, and the private
sector employed more than 12,000 researchers in 2003,
up 14 per cent over 2002.

The result of the survey showed that research and
development job in the private sector is growing stead-
ily and will remain a key engine for economic growth
and job creation. The survey also found that PhD
?rained researchers are of greater demand in the city
state, which saw a 17-per-cent increase in 2003 over
the previous year to reach 642. — MNA/Xinhua

Poll finds Bush’s visit failed
to impress Canadians

OT1TAWA, 11 Dec — A nationwide poll in Canada
shows that US President George Bush did not gain
any popularity points with Canadians after his

recent visit.

The survey conducted
by Ipsos-Reid company re-
veals that almost eight in
10 Canadians, or 78 per
cent say Bush’s visit had
no impacton their opinion
of him. A further 7 per cent
say their opinion of Bush
hasactually gotten “worse”
after his visit.

Bush paid a whirlwind
two-day visit on Novem-
ber 30 and December 1.
Canadian Prime Minister
Paul Martin raised with
Bush US-Canada trade
issues, such as US tariffs
on softwood lumber and a

US ban on Canadian beef
following a mad-cow
scare. Bush agreed to take
steps to end those trade
spats. Martin also per-
suaded the President to re-
announce a recent move
that could open the border
to Canadian beef within
months. However, over
halfof Canadians surveyed
do not believe that Bush’s
visit will have much of an
impact on the trade issues.
A further 6 per cent even
feel the visit might actu-
ally “make things worse”.
MNA/Xinhua

US soldier killed, eight wounded in Iraq fighting

FALLudaH , 12 Dec—A US soldier was killed on Saturday during an operg-
tion in Irag’s western Al Anbar Province, which hosts the rebel hot spots of

Fallujah and Ramadi.

E—

Fighting erupted in Fallujah earlier on
Saturday after days of relative calm fol-
lowing last month’s blistering assault on
the former rebel stronghold.

US Marines clashed with guerillas in
both the north and south of the city,
which was largely emptied of people
before the 8 November offensive.

Eight coalition soldiers were also
wounded on Saturday when guerillas
attacked their convoy with mortar
rounds, rocket-propelled grenades and
small arms fire in the northern Iraqi city
of Mosul.

The patrol was first hit by a car bomb
and then came under concentrated fire.

The soldiers called in air support,

which dropped a 500 pound bomb on the
attackers, the US Army said in a state-
ment.

The statement said the number of casu-
alties among the attackers was unknown,
adding that there were no reports of
civilian casualties.

It said the soldiers were on their way
to secure a cache of illegal weapons and
munitions in western Mosul, adding that
the wounds of the eight soldiers were not
life-threatening.

Eyewitnesses told AFP that the coali-
tion forces opened fire in all directions
after the bomb blast, shooting at mini-
buses on the road, causing some to burst

into flames. —Internet

[ . L
A US Marine attached to the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit shown in a US

military photo after completing a cordon-and-search mission near Yusufiyeh,

south of Baghdad on 10 Dec, 2004N+ERNET
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China’s foreign trade
surpasses $1 trillion

Beuing, 10 Dec — China's total foreign trade volume in the first 11 month
of this year passed one trillion US dollars, the General Administration o
Customs said here Thursday.

Itisthe firsttime China's
foreign trade has reached
such a high level and the
General Administration of
Customs called it a
"milestone".

From January to
November, China's total
value of imports and
exports reached 1.038
trillion US dollars, up 36.5
per cent from the same
period last year.

Imports and exports
both surpassed 500 billion
US dollars, with a trade
surplus of 20.84 billion
US dollars.

"China has been
moving upward in the
world charter of foreign
trade volume, possible to
the third position this
year," said Chong Quan,

spokesman for the
Ministry of Commerce.
"China is a big player in
the world in terms of
foreign trade."

The per capita foreign
trade volume for China is
less than 850 US dollars,
muchlower than the world
average of about 2,400 US
dollars, he said.

Chinaneeds to sharpen
the competitive edge of
its export products and
improve its foreign trade
structure, Chong said.

China's foreign trade
volume took off after it
began opening to outside
world and adopted the
reform policy two decades
ago. Its foreign trade
volume doubled three
years after it joined the

World Trade Organization
in 2001.

The surge in China's
foreign trade volume has
fuelled China's fast
economic growth, created
more jobs and brought a
large amount of foreign
exchange reserves for the
country which reached
540 billion US dollars last
October. So far, there are
about 80 million personnel
who are engaged in
foreign trade.

In 2003, China's
imports from the United
States rose 24 per cent,
from Japan 39 per cent,
from South Korea 51 per
cent, from the European
Union 38 per cent and
from Southeast Asia 52
per cent. — MNA/Xinhua

> 41 HK
citizens win
awards for

helping police

fight crime
Hong Kong, 10 Dec—

Forty-one Hong Kong
residents were com-
mended for helping the
police fight crime at the
Good Citizen Award
Presentation Ceremony
Thursday.

Lo Wai-hing won the
Good Citizen Year Award
and was given a plaque
and 3,000 HK dollars (385
USdollars) forherbravery
and resourcefulness.

She helped the police
catch a knife-wielding
man who attacked three
children playingina Hung
Hom housing block on

Thali

and, Laos sign e

ectricity

purchase agreement

Banckok, 10 Dec — The Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand
(Egat) on Wednesday signed an agreement to buy electricity from Laos so
to ease growing domestic demand, local Press reported on Thursday.

Under the agreement, the Xeset 2

quoted by Bangkok Posis saying.

hydropower project located in southern
Laos is scheduled to export electricity
to Thailand beginning from 2007, said
the Bangkok Post

Thailand will pay 1.60 baht (0.04 US
dollars) per unit for peak-time demand,
which means 9:00 am to 10:00 pm from
Monday to Friday.

For electricity consumption during
off-peak period including Saturday,
Sunday and official holidays, the price
for per unit is 1.20 baht (0.03 dollars).

Egat will be required to pay its
electricity bill in dollars, half of which
will be based on market exchange rates
and the other half fixed at 40 baht to one
dollar. "The signing is in the mutual
interest of both countries," Egat's deputy
governor Khampui Jirararuensak was

The electricity purchase plan is
expected to ease power shortage in
northeastern Thailand during dry season
and generate income for Laos.

Demand for power during summer in
northeastern Thailand expands by an
average of 6 per cent annually. Egat
expects peak power demand this year to
top 2,200 megawatt (MW).

The Xeset 2 hydropower project, still
under development on the Xeset River in
Saravan and Champassak provinces in
southern Laos, has a capacity to generate
76 MW of electricity.

So far, Laos exports 595 MW of
electricity to Thailand from five
hydropower dams, namely Nam Ngum
1, Xeset 1, Nam Luk, Nam Thuen-Hin
Boun and Houay Ho.—MNA/Xinhua

1 February.

Lo rescued one of the
youngsters and called the
police. Aman was arrested
and charged with four
counts of wounding. He
was sent to Siu Lam
PPsychiatric Centre for a
year.

Forty others were given
Good Citizen Awards,
receiving a certificate and
2,000 Hong Kong dollars
respectively.

With their help, 40
culprits were arrested for
wounding, robbery,
indecent assault, theft,
conspiracy to defraud and
murder.

Police Director of
Operations Peter Yam
praised the award winners
for their courage and
bravery, saying they set
good examples for other
citizens.—MNA/Xinhua

Buddhists gather for a mass meditation session on

10 Dec, 2004, at the Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon,

Myanmar. Myanmar is hosting the World Buddhist
Summit—INTERNET

China attaches great
importance to ties
with Netherlands

THE HaGuE, 10 Dec — Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao
said here Wednesday that China attaches great
importance to developing relations with the
Netherlands.

He made the remarks while holding talks with his
Dutch counterpart Jan Peter Balkenende during the
seventh China-EU annual summit meeting.

Wen said that China and the Netherlands are having
a very good relationship and that the two countries
have good cooperation in the sectors of agriculture,
science and technology. The volume of bilateral trade
is also growing fast.

China is ready to work with the Netherlands to raise
bilateral relationship to a higher level.

He proposed to promote bilateral relations by
increasing high-level political exchanges, expanding
economic and trade cooperation, enhancing
cooperation in agriculture and pushing forward
exchanges and cooperation in judicial affairs,
education, culture and medical care.

MNA/Xinhua

Bangladeshi and Sri Lankan
hostages freed in Iraq

DHaka, 10 Dec — Two truck drivers from Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
kidnapped in Iraq by the same militant group that claims to be holding two
French journalists have been released by their captors, officials said.

Arrangements were being made for

of Jeetpur in Bangladesh's southeastern

Iragis gather around a burning pickup after the site where a motorbike

the return home of Abul Kashem, 42,
and his Sri Lankan colleague, Dinesh
Dharmendran Rayaratnam, 36,
Bangladeshi State Minister for Overseas
Employment Mohammad Quamrul
Islam told AFP.

Sri Lanka's Foreign Ministry also
confirmed its national had been freed.

The two men were captured en route
to a US base in October. Al-Jazeera
television showed footage of them in
captivity shortly after their abduction
and said they were being held by the
Islamic Army in Iraq (IAI).

exploded in Mosul on 9 Dec, 2004INTERNET

Kashem's family, at his home village

Feni district, were overjoyed at the news
of his release.

The IAl is still believed to be holding
two French journalists who were abducted
south of Baghdad on 20 August with
their Syrian driver. The driver was found
alive and well in a house in Fallujah in
November during a major US-led assault
on the rebel city.

Officials of the two countries declined
to say how or when the men had been
released.

The Iraqi daily Al-Mada reported
Tuesday that the men had been released
the day before. —Internet
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Shell sets up JV to delve into oil
shale resource studies

Beuing , 10 Dec— Royal Dutch/Shell has agreed to set up a joint venture (J\
with the Bureau of Geological Exploration and Mineral Development of Jilin
Province, northeast China, to conduct oil shale resource studies.

" Musharraf describes his foreign

If reserves are proved commercially
developable, trial explorations will be
launched, Friday’s China Daily aid.
Commercial exploitation will follow later
on, should experiments succeed.

The agreement reflects China’s latest
efforts to search for oil to ease energy
shortages. Under the agreement, the two
partners hope to establish a synthetic
transportation fuels and power industry
based on future successful exploration.

According to financial news agency
AFX the two partners will investup to 30
million US dollars in the exploration
phase of the JV.

Oil shale is a compact rock contain-
ing organic matter that yields petroleum
when destructively distilled. Compared
to conventional oil reserves, it is far more
costly and requires more complicated

technology to produce oil from oil shale.

China is estimated to have the fourth
largestshale deposits inthe world at 31.57
billion metric tons, after the United States,
Brazil and Russia. And Jilin holds 17
billion tons, or 56 per cent, of the coun-
try’s oil shale deposits.

In June this year, China’s National
Development and Reform Commission,
the country’s top economic planning
body, approved a major oil shale project
in Jilin with an estimated investment of
2.75 billion yuan (332.5 million US dol-
lars).

Shell is one of four Dutch companies,
including DSM NV, Phillips and Telfort
BV, that signed agreements Thursday to
work with Chinese counterparts at an EU-
China Summit in The Hague.

MNA/Xinhua

visit as highly productive

IstamaBap, 10 Dec— Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf Thursday
described his visit to Latin America, the United States, Britain and France as
highly productive, saying it helped improve Pakistan’s political and diplo-
matic relations with these countries, according to the\ssociated Press of

Pakistan.

“It’s been a very posi-
tive visit, during my meet-
ings with the leadership of
these countries, we en-
hanced our bilateral ties
and I utilized the opportu-
nity toimprove perceptions
about Pakistan. On top of
it, we secured firm com-
mitments to bolstering our
trade with these important
economies,” hetoldreport-

ers on board his special
aircraft while flying back
home from Paris.
Musharraf kicked off
his visit two weeks ago to
Brazil, Argentina, Mexico,
the United States, Britain

and France. France was the
last stop of his visit.
Musharraf said Paki-
stan deems it very impor-
tant to foster close diplo-
matic, political and eco-
nomic ties with the Latin
American countries.
Musharraf said Wash-
ington has assured him of
considering a free trade
agreement, saying it would

impart a boost to Pakistani
exports.

Musharraf said British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
and French President
Jacque Chirac have also
expressed their support for
Pakistan’s efforts to have
preferential trade with the
robust European Union
countries.

MNA/Xinhua

3 Part of the Shanghal
k ¥ L | power grid. The
¥ Chinese government
has warned that
rampant ongoing
construction of power
plants could cause
severe environmental
damage and lead to
overcapacity in the
sector. —INTERNET Y,

Nepal
hosts Int'|
Mountain

Film

Festival

KatHmanDU , 10 Dec— The third Kathmandu International Mountain Film

Festival 2004 kicked off here Thursday at the Russian Culture Centre herg¢

As many as 49 documentaries featuring the Himalayas and the lifestyle of
people living in the mountain areas will be shown during the four-day festival on
9-12 December, Ramyata Limbu, coordinator of the film festival, told Xinhua

“Films, documentation, travel experiences and footages from 21 different
countries are included in the festival,” Limbu said.

The documentaries will be primarily focused on subjects including entertain-
ment, lifestyle, informative footages and traditional documentation, he added.

The annual festival is organized by Himal Association, a non- governmental
organization in Nepal, with the assistance of the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation, International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development, and
Nepal Tourism Board and Film Development Board of Nepal. — MNA/Xinhua

Britain in danger of missing
target of cutting carbon
dioxide emissions

LoNDoN, 10 Dec— Britain is in danger of missing its

target of cutting carbon dioxide emissions by 20 per
cent by the end of the decade, Environment Secretary
Margaret Beckett said on Wednesday.

“We can see that we’re not doing as well as we
should if we’re to meet that target,” she told BBC
Radio, adding that Britain would, however, meet its
more modest Kyoto Protocol target of cutting emis-
sions by 12.5 per cent by 2008-2012.

“We have set ourselves pretty high targets,” she
said. “We are well ahead of our main legal commit-
ment but we set ourselves more ambitious targets and
we have to do more to meet them.”

Beckett was due to launch a government review of
its policy on climate change later on Wednesday,

-when it is expected to give further details of how far

it is from hitting its targets.

The main reason Britain will meet its Kyoto target
is the replacement in the 1990s of many polluting
coal-fired power stations with cleaner gas plants.

But after falling in the 1990s, emissions rose last
year — partly because power stations burned more
coal after a sharprise in gas prices.

In October, Britain said it would increase carbon
dioxide quotas for industry after complaints — espe-
cially from the power sector — that its CO2 reduction
plans were too tough. — MNA/Reuters

AP poll: US split over handling of Iraq

WasHINGTON, 10 Dec - Americans remain sharply divided in their views of

how President Bush is handling Irag, and their confidence that a stable,

. . democratic government will be established in that country has eroded, an
Multi National Force:

An Iragi Army soldier

conducts a search of g

large apartment comple
within the city of
Saquliwiyah, near the
restive city of Fallujah
on 10 Dec, 2004.

INTERNET

§

Associated Press poll found.

Fewer than half, 47 per-
cent, think it’s likely Iraq
will be able to establish a
stable government, ac-
cording to the poll con-
ducted for the APby Ipsos-
Public Affairs. Just over
half, 51 percent, say they
think it’s unlikely.

In April, 55 per cent said
they believed a stable,
democratic government
probably would be estab-
lished, and 44 per cent
thought it was not likely.

While doubts are grow-

K

ing about Iraq’s future, the

American public’s view of
the president’s handling of
the situation has remained
fairly constant through the
year — dipping slightly in
June — but evenly split
now. Those most likely to
have lost faith in the
chances of a stable, demo-
cratic Iraq are those with
college degrees, Southern-
ers, city-dwellers, home-
owners, Catholics, inde-
pendents and Democrats.
Asked whether Iraq will
be able to establish a stable
democracy, Susan Welch

of Jasper, Ga, was quick to
say: “No way.”
“Idon’tthink that Presi-
dent Bush started off with
the right attitude — you
cannot beat people into
freedom,” said Welch, a
political independent and
a part-time postal carrier.
People were about
evenly divided on the presi-
dent’s handling of Iraq,
with 48 percent approving
and 50 percent disapprov-
ing. In June, 43 percent
approved, and 55 percent
disapproved.—Internet
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High crude oil prices expected
for next 20 years

WasHingToN, 10 Dec — High crude oil prices will be expected for the ne
20years, US Energy Department’s Energy Information Administration (EIA)

forecast Thursday.

“The recent experience
with higher and more vola-
tile oil prices has added to
uncertainty about the long-
term path of crude oil
prices,” the EIA said in a
Press release on the issue
of its long-term energy
outlook report.

The report, the Annual
Energy Outlook 2005, es-
timated that world oil pro-
duction will grow from
about 80 million barrels a
day now to 120 million
barrels a day in 2025.

Neither US production
nor consumption will
change dramatically over
the next 20 years and US
refineries will increasingly

have to depend on im-
ported crude oil, it pre-
dicted. Crude oil is esti-
mated at 31 US dollars a
barrelin2010and 35 dol-
lars a barrel in 2025. But
the higher prices are not
expected to be high
enough to force a signifi-
cantdecline indemand, it
said.

“Total energy demand
is projected to increase
from 98.2 to 133.2 quad-
rillion British thermal
units (Btu) between 2003
and 2025, an average an-
nual increase of 1.4 per
cent, in a scenario where
the US economy grows
at an average annual rate

of 3.1 per cent,” the report
said. Itsaid thatincreased
conservation and im-
provements in efficiency
are likely to be largely
nullified by increased de-
mand because of eco-
nomic growth.

The report estimated
that US oil production will
increase about 6 per cent
by 2025 and the country’s
petroleum product con-
sumption will be 2 per cent
less than that at present.

[

Chinese workers
cycle past a
cooling chimney at
Shougang Group
steel factory on the
outskirts of Beijing

on 9 Dec, 2004.
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Russia, Greece to strengthen
cooperation in fight against terrorism

Moscow, 10 Dec— Russian President Vladimir Putin and Greek Prim4
Minister Konstandinos Karamanlis vowed on Thursday to strengthen coop
eration in the fight against international terrorism, Russian media reported.

Russia and Greece
condemned “all forms of
terrorism as unjustifiable
crimes regardless of their
motivation”, said the joint
statement issued after a
summit meeting in the

Kremlin.

Both sides stressed
“the need to respect inter-
national laws in the fight
against terrorism” and
noted that “the United
Nations must play a cen-

tral and coordinating role
in the global anti-terror-
ism fight”.

According to the state-
ment, Moscow and Ath-
ens will exchange experi-
ences and information to

e |
W

The Badminton Cabinet, heralded as the mossl1
important piece of furniture made in 300 years,
now the most expensive, too, selling for 19 milli

A

=

pounds (36.6 million dollars, 27.5 million euros)
acution in LondoR—INTERNET

18th century Cabinet sold
for 19 million pounds

LonpoN, 10 Dec— The Badminton Cabinet, one of
the finest pieces of furniture in Britain, was sold for 19
million pounds to become the most expensive non-
pictorial work of art ever sold at auction, Christie’s

announced on Thursday.

It was purchased by The Liechtenstein Museum in
Vienna and broke its own record price of 8.5 million
pounds established at Christie’s in 1990.

It will be on permanent display in the museum from

next spring.

MNA/Reuterd

preventhostage taking and
to ensure the security of
transportation and infra-
structure. After the sum-
mit meeting, Putin and
Karamanlis also con-
firmed Moscow and Ath-
ens will strengthen mili-
tary cooperation.

The two countries will
exchange visits of warships
and defence ministers, said

Butin 2005, net petroleum INTERNET
imports are expected to |\
account for 68 per cent of
total petroleum demand, up G erman
from 56 per cent in 2003. Defence
MNA /Xinhua .o
Minister
arrives in
Cairo

CaIro,10 Dec — Ger-
man Defence Minister
Peter Struck arrived in
Cairo on Wednesday for
a two-day visit to Egypt,
Egypt’s official MENA
news agency reported.

Struck is expected to
hold talks with senior
Egyptian officials on
military cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

Struck’s visit to Egypt
was part of his regional
tour, which will also
take him to the United
Arab Emirates, where he
will inspect German
forces training Iraqi
military officers in Abu
Dhabi.

MNA/Xinhua

Britain’s trade gap with
world widens in October

Lonpon, 10 Dec— Britain’s trade gap with the rest
of the world widened more than expected in October
to its deepest in ten months as imports hit a record
monthly high, official figures showed on Thursday.

The Office for National
Statistics said that the
goods trade gap with the
rest of the world widened
to 5.3 billion pounds, the
highest since January,
from 4.4 billion pounds in
the prior month. Econo-
mists had predicted a gap
of 4.7 billion pounds.

Strong domestic de-
mand drove imports up to
a record monthly high of
21.5 billion pounds. Ex-
ports fell to 16.2 billion
sterling pounds from 16.5
billion in September.

The cumulative deficit
in goods so far this year, at

48.8 billion pounds, was
already outpacing last
year’s full year deficit,
which was the widest since
records began in 1697.

The trade balance in oil,
which marked its first
monthly deficit since Au-
gust 1991, returned to sur-
plus as North Sea oil main-
tenance had depressed ex-
ports in September.

The trade gap with non-
EU countries widened to
2.94 billion pounds from
2.34 billion and against
expectations of a gap of
2.6 billion sterling.

MNA/Reuters

ajointaction plansigned by
the two governments, add-
ing that Russia will supply
weapons and military hard-
ware to Greece.
Russia will also supply
a record two billion cubic
metres of gas to Greece this
year under a contact lasting
p to the Year 2016, the
i nterfax news agency
f,Auoted Russia’s Gazprom
hgas company chief Alexei
Miller as saying.

MNA/Xinhua

Marks and Spencer sets up creches for
shoppers’ husbands

L onpon, 10Dec— Husbands fed up with their wives’ Christmas shopping
frenzies will be able to watch football in creches set up specially for men, Marks
and Spencer announced on Thursday.

The creches are
equipped witheverything
to keep men entertained
while their other halves
are punishing the plastic.

“The first day of our
creche was very success-
ful and there was a large

demand from men and

also from relieved
women!” an M&S spokes-
woman said.

“Men can enjoy adrink,
watch a film or a football
match or even play like
children with remote-con-
trol quad bikes,” she
added. The creches —

which are for Christmas
only — opened on Thurs-
day in M&S stores in Ab-
erdeen, Edinburgh, the
Metro Centre in Gates-
head, Cardiff, Marble
Arch in London and
Meadowhall in Sheffiel.
—MNA/Reuters

The Marine, a guard at
the US Embassy, was
whisked out of the country
soon after the incident last
Saturday, prompting out-
rage in Romania, a “New
Europe” ally of Washing-
ton with troops in Iraq.

Romanian Prime Min-
ister Adrian Nastase
appealled to President

George W. Bush this
week to help bring the
Marine back to stnd trial
in Romania.

Jack Dyer Crouch, US
ambassador in Romania,
said the White House was
studying the request and
the soldier, Marine de-
tachment commander
Robert Christopher, faced

court martial under US
military law if evidence
against him was clear.
“Ifevidence indicates he
violated military criminal
law provisions, he could
faceacriminal trialinaUS
military court,” Crouch
said. “The Marine detach-
ment commander’s status
... is not a licence to com-

Romania outraged at US Marine being whisked out of country

BucHaresT, 10 Dec— A US Marine suspected of causing a car crash that killed a famous Romanian
rocker in Bucharest could face a court martial, the United States said on Thursday.

mit crimes.”

Romanian police say
Christopher crashed the
embassy’s three-ton off-
road vehicle into a taxi at
a Bucharest crossing at 4
am local time last Satur-
day, killing the passenger
Teo Peter, a bass guitarist
revered across Roma-
nia.— MNA/Reuters
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Min Kyaw Min

When the Tatmadaw Government assumed
the duties of State, it laid down Our Three Main
National Causes — non-disintegration of the Union,
non-disintegration of national solidarity and per-
petuation of sovereignty — to guide the nation to-
ward the ultimate objective of seeing to the emer-
gence of a peaceful, developed and discipline-flour-
ishing nation.

The Government also laid down the Twelve
National Objectives — four political, four economic
and four social — which form the wider basis of
nation-building tasks, for the materialization of which
we, the people and the Tatmadaw Government, have
been working so strenuously to achieve, and have
made significant strides.

In just more than a decade, we have managed
to build, one after another, the infrastructures which
are the results of our endeavours.

Roads, railroads, bridges, hydel power sta-
tions, irrigation projects, multi-purpose dams, indus-
trial zones and housing, all with an eye on equitable
national development. We continue to see fruition of
these inasmuch as the inputs made pace and equity is
seen in urban and rural development.

Better and greater health care, education and
welfare are today enjoyed on both scenes, with rural
electrification and water from tube-wells with rural
folks enjoying privileges hitherto unknown to them.

In the urban and suburban areas, we continue
to see transformation of hutments into high-rises, and
the short- and long-term projects are gradually taking
shape. Compared to over a decade ago, Yangon, with
its high-rises and condominiums, presents the appear-
ance of a metropolis on par with its counterparts in
other parts of the developing world.

Aware that transport facilities contribute to
progress of various sectors of development nation-
wide, and to further strengthening of national unity
and Union Spirit through facilitation of easy access
between States and Divisions, both the Public Works

With due goodwill and earnest
participation of over 1,000 delegate
representing the various strata of so
ciety and all walks of life, the SPDQ

o

the crucial chapter of it from 17 March
to 9 July 2004 as the first step.

and the Directorate of Military Engineers have been
involved.

Thanthamagyi Bridge with the lenth of over
180 feet on Yangon-Kyaukphyu Highway, built by
Public Works was opened on 12 December 2004. It is
the 190th and among the bridges in the nation con-
structed by Public Works, Myanma DME.

Seven-step Road Map

The State Peace and Development Council,
with a view to prioritizing today’s political needs, laid
down the seven-step Road Map, the future political
agenda.

With due goodwill and earnest participation of
over 1,000 delegates representing the various strata of
society and all walks of life, the SPDC had been able
to successfully convene the crucial chapter of it from
17 March to 9 July 2004 as the first step.

had been able to successfully convefe

However, Myanmar being an agricultural
economy, most of the delegates who are farmers or are
engaged in agro-based work had to return home during
the monsoon but would be most convenient for them
to continue the National Convention in the open
season.

There was change of Prime Minister which led
to widespread speculation as to how this would affect
events, as to whether the implementation of the Road
Map would continue to apply, and whether the first
step, the convening of the National Convention would
continue.

At the work coordination meeting of the Na-
tional Convention Convening Commission, the Work
Committee and the Management Committee on 22
October 2004, Commission Chairman and Secretary-
1 of the SPDC, Lt-Gen Thein Sein, allayed all con-
cerns expressed here and those hoping to see it crum-
ble, with the assurance that the National Convention,
the first step of the Road Map, is important and will
continue.

He put the correct message across to skeptics
that the Road Map, which was laid down by the
SPDC itself and does not concern an individual
person alone and that he was only told to announce
the policy programme on behalf of the SPDC,
adding that with a view to seeing to the emergence
of a peaceful, developed and discipline-flourish-
ing democratic nation, the SPDC will continue to
implement the agenda, step by step and without
change.

The Government, he reassured, will continue to
convene the National Convention without fail as it is
the first step of the political agenda and is very impor-
tant, when the open season comes. Hence, doubts
about the resumption of the National convention are
removed.

No change in policy
internal or foreign
On 24 October 2004, Prime Minister Lt-Gen

Soe Win and member of the SPDC General Thura
Shwe Mann explained changes which had taken place
in the country and clarified developments to traders
and national entrepreneurs invited to the Zeya Thiri
Beikman Hall in Yangon.

In addition to matters concerning the National
Convention, Gen Thura Shwe Mann said the Govern-
ment is committed to continue implementing the Road
Map and convening of the National Convention, that
there will be no change of attitude toward armed
groups which had returned to the legal fold, and that
there is no change in foreign policy and that the
Government will continue to cooperate with world
nations in international relations.

Gen Thura Shwe Mann also gave an account of
former Premier Gen Khin Nyunt who was permitted to
retire for his violation of military discipline such as
insubordination, for his involvement in bribery and
corruption and for dereliction of duties, speaking at
length.

He added that all sections of the Tatmadaw will
have to adhere to military rules and regulations and
that no one is above the law. He said severe action was
taken whenever there were violations of the law on the
concept that no one is above the law and everybody is
equal before the law.

He called on his audience to make efforts for
serving the interest of the State, the people and the
private sector after realizing the situation in the coun-
try.

Undeterred resolve

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win, in his ad-
dress, said the Government will continue to practise
and implement the political, economic and social poli-
cies of the State and that the objectives of the State will
not be changed for any reason. The Government and
the ministries, he said, are implementing the nation-
building policies laid down by the SPDC and that its
members are undertaking the entire national develop-
ment task in harmony through collective leadership
and individual responsibility and their supervision
right down to the grassroots levels. That is our unde-
terred resolve.

He also spoke of the Government’s commit-
ment for the emergence of a government that will serve
the interest of the State and the public widely, effec-
tively and correctly without losing sight and clean and
dynamic administrative machinery which does not
oppress the people through violating codes of conduct
and other moral turpitude.

General Thura Shwe Mann, in conclusion, urged
the private sector to stay aloof from bribery and cor-
ruption and that they will get the necessary assistance.

He said the National Intelligence Bureau was
dissolved and the law governing it was repealed to
address moral decay stemming from bribery, corrup-
tion and extortion.

The Government will continue
to convene the National Conventior
without fail as it is the first step of the
political agenda and is very impor-
tant, when the open season come
Hence, doubts about the resumptior
of the National convention are re-
moved.

1Y

Togetherness

The Tatmdaw’s timely action whenever the
need arose, had saved the nation from impending
disaster, at times from the brink of disintegration. We
have lessons to learn from past events beginning with
the removal of King Thibaw to forced exile for lack of
astrong, well-trained army committed to safeguarding
and protecting the national interest.

The recent event proves the need for those
discharging national defence duties and public admin-
istration to exercise utmost vigilance as breach of trust,
if unchecked, can lead to chaos and eventual loss of
sovereignty.

The Tatmadaw Government has along tradition
of protecting the nation and the welfare of the people
and always holds this responsibility in high esteem,
said General Thura Shwe Mann, in his closing re-
marks.

The Tatmadaw and the people are one, and
indivisible, and this togetherness has proved to be the
cohesive base all those worthy of identity with this
great Union of Myanmar must well be proud of in
national interest. This mutual trust must be the engine
to take us to the materialization of our ultimate objec-
tive.

All of us, the Tatmadaw and the people, shall
together continue to energetically build a peaceful,
developed and discipline-flourishing democratic
nation in accord with the seven-step Road Map, start-
ing with the successful convening of the National

Convention.
seskskokokokok
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Efforts for success of national

education promotion...

(from page 1)

At a time when a new consolidated nation with
precise national tasks is being built, he said the teach-
ers are to nurture new generation youths to possess
national awareness and efficiency capable of chang-
ing various challenges to be faced in the future into
better opportunities that serve the interest of the na-
tion and its people through education power.

Youths have ability to see the future as well as
possessing spirit to safeguard national prestige and
interests of the nation and its people, he said.

It is the fact that the Union of Myanmar will
stand tall amidst international communities as long
as the world exists if the faculty members train new
generation youths to possess power and knowledge

Secretary-l Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents model h+
award to No 6 hostel of No 2 women companyiNa

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein cordially converses with trainees at the concluding ceremony of Special

Refresher Course No 6 for Faculty Members at CICS (Phaunggyiya—"

that can solve various kinds of challenges in the
changing world with application of modern science
and technology for promotion of the interests of the
nation and its people in every aspect, he stressed.

Therefore, efforts for success of national educa-
tion promotion projects and education system lead-
ing to promotion of national interest are not ordi-
nary education reforms but national endeavours to
enhance the prestige of the nation and its people in
building a new nation.

The Secretary-1 said all the faculty members
are to discharge national duties of education sector
with full nationalistic spirit after realizing the fac-
tors above-mentioned.

Next, MEC Chairman Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein presented model trainee awards to Tutor U

St@hn Htaik Aung of Bago Degree College and Tutor

Daw Aye Aye Thin of Mawlamyine University,

deligent awards to Assistant Lecturer U Tin Swe
Myint of Univeristy of Culture, Lecturer Daw Than
Than of the same university and Assistant Lecturer
Daw Myint Myint Mar of Yangon Institute of Edu-
cation.

The Secretary-1 also presented model hostel
award to No 6 hostel of the women’s company-2
and completion certificates to the trainees through
their leaders.

Afterwards, the trainees donated K 240,100 for
Lawka Chantha Abhaya Labha Muni Buddha Image,
renovation of Koenawin Pagoda at CICS, renovation
of ancient Bagan pagodas, National Convention,
USDA, Post-Primary School at CICS, Phaunggyi
BEHS and Pre-Primary School of CICS to the Sec-
retary-1.

After the ceremony, the Secretary-1 cordially
greeted the trainees.— MNA

Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister Mr Lu Lay Sreng and party being seen

the airport— mna

Prime Minister Mr Lu
Lay Sreng and party,

YANGON, 12 Dec
— Cambodian Deputy

ogesld3s
[§203Erqsesor0006055{RqprpSeond
(0g-2J-Joog) ¢ (09-2y-Joog)
ofjgpodepds [gpdeccrteodue

YANGON, 12 Dec—
Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen
Htay Oo inspected
Myanma Rice Research
Centre in Hmawby
Township and Nga-
moeyeik Sluice Gate in

Hlegu Township
yesterday.

In the morning, the
minister and  the

researchers discussed
agriculture and economic
development of the State
and farmers. He inspected
experiment of paddy

ns and samples of
quz?hty paddy strains atthe

after attending the
Wsorld Buddhist
Summit hosted by the
Union of Myan-mar, left
here by air this morning.

They were seen
off at Yangon
International Airport by
Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win,
Cambodian Ambassador
to Myanmar Mr Hul
Phony, Director-General
of Protocol Department
Thura U Aung Htet and
officials.

MNA

Myanma Rice Research Centre, Ngamoeyeik
Sluice Gate inspected

lab. The minister viewed
booths of Myanma

them to put farmlands on
both sides of the creek

Agriculture Service at the
centre.

Maj-Gen Htay Oo
inspected various samples
of paddy at the test-fields
of MRRC. The minister
and party proceeded to the
construction site of
Ngamoeyeik Sluice Gate
atthe corner of Sitpintaung
near Sitpintaung Villagein
Dagon Myothit (East)
Township. The minister
met with members of
Yangon Division Agri-
cultural Coordination
Committee and instructed

under summer paddy and
other crops, to prevent the
inflow of salty water into
the farmlands, supply water
and carry out construction
tasks in time in accord
with the set standard.

Later, Maj-Gen
Htay Oo inspected
functions of Vegetables
and Fruit Seeds
Production Farm being
operated as ajoint venture
by MAS and Sein
Enterprise, in Shwenatha
of Mingaladon Town-
ship. — MNA

Minister for Agrlculture and Irrigation Maj- Gen Htay Oo inspects vegetable seed
production farm in Shwenatha of Mingaladon Township on 11 Decembet:
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents National Secreatry-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents Natio

Literary Award to Maung Htun Thu.2va

(from page 16)

A glance at the history of valuable Myanma
literature will reveal clearly the preservation of Myanma
literature representing the noble lineage with own
national character and its own territorial integrity; and
the practice of national brethren living in family-type
unison sharing with one another the wealth of natural
resources and upholding the fine tradition of national
cause.

It is therefore necessary for the writers to pre-
serve the fine tradition regarding it as a historical duty.

The hearts and minds of the writers are central
to the creation of excellent work of literature. Only
then will the readers be able to benefit cultural heritage
and knowledge from such works.

The literary works that strengthen and generate
a sense of nationalism, patriotism and Union Spirit as
well as the desire to preserve cultural tradition and
national character will remain a historical record on
national literary history.

Now, the government is doing everything in its
capacity to turn the national literary might into a
consolidated national force while making efforts to
enable the country to keep pace with the global com-
munity in terms of development.

It is necessary for all literati to make concerted
efforts with full sense of nationalist sentiment to deter
the penetration of alien culture counter to Myanma
culture.

Now is the time when the country is being
transformed into a discipline-flourishing democratic
nation based on the firm historical course of Myanmar
people, cultural tradition, national consolidation after
making public the seven-point Road Map. The Road
Map is the only national course that can pave the way
for a modern, developed and discipline-flourishing
democracy. Therefore, all the people are to follow that
path in the march towards the goal. In this process, the
literati are to make efforts to organize the national

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein and party pose for documentary photo witW
long National Literary Award winner writer Htay Maung s~

Literary Award to Than Aung (Anyamyay)mwa W

people into this drive with their literary talent.

In conclusion, he called for cooperation of the
literati to preserve and promote the fine tradition of
literary standard of Myanmar, to make efforts to
increase public awareness to the penetration of alien
culture and social behaviour with their literary might,
and to instill national sentiment in the people for the
success of the seven-point Road Map.

Secreatry-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents|
National Literary Award to Daw Mi Mi Lay.-mNa

Next, the Secretary-1 presented Life-long Na-
tional Literary Award to writer U Htay Maung (Htay
Maung). The Secretary-1 presented National Literary
Awards to Hsaung Win Lat, Khin Khin Htoo, Salin
Phone Kyaw, Daw Mi Mi Lay, Maung Thit Sar,
Myinmu Maung Naing Moe, Than Aung (Anyamyay),
Hlaing Thin, Maung Tun Thu, Ma Kyan, Kyaw Oo,
Naing Shwe Moe, Kyu Kyu Thin and Dr Ma Tin Win
(Institute of Education).

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe gave away

al Secreatry-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents National
Literary Award to Dr Ma Tin Win.=smna

first, second and third prizes to Aung Lin Lat (Okkala),
Twingyitha Tin Win Oo and Aung Thurein (Pale) in
the novel genre of Sarpay Beikman Manuscript Award
Contestrespectively; and Myaylat Min Lwin, Nay Soe
Thaw and Thet Thet Lin (Institute of Education) in the
selected short story genre. Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan presented first, second and third
prizes to U Kyaw Zaw Lin for Zarni, Tint Tun (Chauk)

3 . F T
Secreatry-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents National
Literary Award to Khin Khin Htoo.—iNa

and Ma Kyee Tan (Loikaw) in the selected poem
genre; Reporter Thaung Nyunt (Pyapon), Htang Hlaing
and Ya Min in the general knowledge (arts) genre.
Similarly, Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen Sein Htwa presented first, sec-
ond and third prizes to Maung Maung Myint Thein
(Technological University), Dr Tin Tin Myaing and
Dr Myint Than (Nyaunglebin) in the general knowl-
edge (science and applied science) genre; and Myoma
(See page 11)

Lif&secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein and party pose for documentary photo with
Sarpay Beikman Manuscript Award winnersvis’
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There will be three

gateways ...

(from page 1)
narrow development gap
between one region and an-
other.

In this connection,
the government is making
all-out efforts for develop-
ment of Rakhine State that
lagged behind in develop-
ment in successive eras due

government has spent a
huge sum on construction
of roads and bridges in
Rakhine State to ensure bet-
ter transport in the region.
Atpresent, the national races
from Rakhine State have
been able to travel in all
parts of the nation through
Sittway-MruakU-An motor

“== Ty

With the emergence
of An-Taungup road,
Rakhine State can be acces-
sible from Yangon and
Ayeyawady  Division
through Taungup-
Thandwe-Gwa road.

On completion of
bridge and road projects,
Kyaukpyu-Maei-Taungup
Road and400-mile Yangon-
Kyaukphyu Road will
emerge and there will be
three gateways to Rakhine
State.

The 552 feet long and 24
feet wide reinforced con-
crete Thanthamagyi Bridge
is an important one on
Yangon-Kyaukphyu Road
and it is the 190th bridge in
the nation constructed by
Public Works, Myanma
Railways and Tatmadaw
Engineering Unit after 1988

Western Command Commander Brig-Gen Min Au#y it is the 31st one in
Hlaing speaking at the opening ceremony of
Thanthamagyi Bridge-— mMna

to various reasons.
Transport is of first

and foremostimportance for

development of a region.

road. Nowadays, Yangon-
Kyaukphyu road is being
built with the use of
Geotextile technique.

Transport is of first and foremost im-
portance for development of a region. With
better transport, a region will be able to
enjoy developmentin economy and produc
tion, thereby contributing to bringing about
equitable development in education, healt

and social sectors.

With better transport, a re-
gion will be able to enjoy
development in economy
and production, thereby
contributing to bringing
about equitable develop-
ment in education, health
and social sectors.

Moreover, better
transport will enable the
national races to have fre-
quent contacts with one an-
other. This will lead to fur-
ther cementing the national
solidarity and forging Un-
ion Spirit.

Therefore, top prior-
ity is being given to ensur-
ing better transport in all
parts of the Union.

In the past, Rakhine
State is of difficult access
and it has to rely only on
waterways. Although there
were some roads accessible
to Rakhine State, those
transport facilities are in
poor condition. Thus, the

Kaingshe bridge,
Tanhlwe bridge, Hsabyin
bridge, Lamu bridge, Maei

Minister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw Tun spe

Rakhine State and can with-
stand 60 tons of load. The
bridge will contribute to-
wards the development of
Rakhine State which is rich
inmarine and land resources.
Recently, natural gas de-
posit has been discovered
onoffshore of Rakhine State.
Economy and living stand-
ard of local people will im-
prove soon, he added.
Next, Minister for Con-
struction Maj-Gen Saw Tun
and Commander Brig-Gen
Min Aung Hlaing also spoke
on the occasion.
Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than, Commander Brig-

ing at opening of Thanthamagyi Bridge Mna

bridge, Kyaukgyipauk
bridge, Sanei bridge,
Dedokepauk bridge,
Londawpauk bridge and
Thanthamagyi bridge
opened today have been
constructed in Rakhine
State. The remaining four
bridges are under construc-
tion. Those bridges are over
180 feet long.

GenMin Aung Hlaing, Min-
ister Maj-Gen Saw Tun and
guests took the places and
the commander, the minis-
ter and the deputy minister
formally opened the bridge.
Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than formally unveiled the
stone plaque and sprinkled
scented water on it and they
walked on the bridge.

Night scene of newly opened Thanthamagyi Bridge on Yangon-Kyaukpyu Road.—

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than offers als to a-Sayadaw at the ceremony t

. ]
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rice and provisions to monasteries in Kyaukpyu Townshipxa

Rakhine State needs to be reliable region of
national economy
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than tours townships in

YANGON, 12 Dec —
Member of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than of the Min-
istry of Defence attended
the ceremony to offer
alms to monasteries in
Kyaukpyu at Sasana
Beikman on 10 Decem-
ber morning.

Also present on the
occasion were members
of the Sangha, Chairman
of Rakhine State Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Commander of West-
ern Command Brig-Gen
Min Aung Hlaing, Cap-
tain Aung Thaw (Navy)
of Kyaukpyu Station, au-
thorities and wellwishers.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than, Commander Brig-
Gen Min Aung Hlaing
and officials presented
alms to the Sayadaws.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung

akfhan and party went to
Gangawtaw Pagoda in
Gonchein Village of

The 552 feet long and 24
feet wide reinforced con-
crete Thanthamagyi Bridge
has three feet wide walk-
ways on each side. Its clear-
ance is 111 feet and six feet
high and it can withstand 60
tons of load. Construction
started on 1 October 2002.

MNA

Rakhine State

Kyaukpyu Township and
paid flowers, water and
lights to two Buddha im-
ages.

Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and the
Commander planted
Gangaw saplings (Mesua
ferra).

They proceeded to
Minbyin Village and in-
spected the four miles
long beach between
Minbyin and
Kyaukpyauk villages.
They then inspected con-
struction of the road.

At Zinchaung Station
Hospital, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than instructed
the commander and offi-
cials to carry out health
educative tasks.

At Ramawady Hall
in Yanbye, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than met with
township level depart-
mental personnel. Speak-
ing on the occasion, Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than
said that the Government
has designated 24 devel-
opment regions for nar-
rowing the gap between
rural and urban areas in

the entire nation and laid
down and is implement-
ing border area develop-
ment project and five
rural development tasks.
He arrived Yanbye to
manage development of
the township.

He added it is neces-
sary to extend cultivation
of suitable beans and ed-
ible oil crops for the re-
gion apart from three
kinds of pulses and beans
out of 10 main crops. He
urged departmental offi-
cials and local people to
make concerted efforts
for becoming Rakhine
State as a reliable state
of the Government in the
economic sector. So, of-
ficials are to make field
trips to grassroots level
for fulfilling require-
ments of the regions.

Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than inspected
units and wards of
Yanbye Township Hospi-
tal. Afterwards, they
made an inspection tour
of development in
Yanbye.

MNA

New National Badminton
Court inaugurated

YANGON, 12 Dec —
Newly-built three-storey
National Badminton
Court was handed over to
the Sports and Physical
Education Department
under the Ministry of
Sports this morning in the
presence of Chairman of
Myanmar Olympic Com-
mittee Minister for Sports
Brig-Gen Thura Aye
Myint in Lanmadaw
Township.

First, Minister Brig-
Gen Thura Aye Myint, Di-
rector-General of the De-
partment for Human Set-
tlement and Housing De-

velopment Col Aung Win
and Managing Director of
Maung Weik Construc-
tion Co Ltd U Maung
Weik formally opened the
new building.

Afterwards, U Maung
Weik handed over the
documents related to the
building to Director Gen-
eral of SPED U Thaung
Htaik.

The construction
work of the building
started on 1 April, 2003
and completed on 15 No-
vember, 2004. It was built
at a cost of K 1,200 mil-
lion. — MNA

o donate
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Objectives of 57th Anniversary

Independence Day

All the national people to collectively safeguard the national inde
pendence and sovereignty of the State and ensure non-disintegrat
of the Union and national unity

All the national people to unitedly strive with might and main for
emergence of an enduring State Constitution and for building a ne
modern and developed nation

All the national people to work in concert for success of the seve
point Road Map of the State with Union Spirit and nationalist spirit
All the national people to make concerted efforts for building of
new discipline-flourishing democratic nation

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein and party pose for documentary photo with
winners in National Motto, Literary and Photo Competitionsme’

Literati urged to make efforts...

-
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Minister for SWRR Maj-Gen Sein Minister for Information Brig-Gen
Htwa presents first prize to Myoma Kyaw Hsan presents U Kyaw Za

Myint Kywe in belles-letters Lin for Zarni in selected poem
genre.—wNa

Minister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen
Maung Oo presents first prize to
Theikpan Soe Myint Naing in child

literature genre.—ina

Minister for Sports Brig-Gen Thura
Aye Myint presents first prize to
Mageinda in selected short story

genre.—wnA

(from page 9)
Myint Kywe, Shwenaga
Tin Win and Maung Chit
Htwe (MA) in the belles-
letters genre.

Minister for Home
Affairs Maj-Gen Maung
Oo gave away first, sec-
ond and third prizes to
Shin Htwe Mei
(Manoktha), Thet Nwe
(University of Culture)
and Aye Aye Soe
(Pyapon) in the Myanma
culture and arts literature
genre; and Theikpan Soe
Myint Naing, Maung
Thet Hnin (North
Okkalapa) and Pantanaw
Naung Lat in the child
literature genre and

genre.—NA

second prize winner
Pathein Aung Than Oo
in the youth literature
genre.

Minister for Health
DrKyaw Myint presented
first, second and third
prizes to Hmway Natha
(MA), Muse Wong Kham
and Yin Nwe Htar (Law)
in the article contest in
the 15th National Motto,
Literary and Photo Com-
petitions; and Min Thway
Nwe (Zigon), Win Wai
Naung and Maung Maung
Thet Tunin the poem con-
test.

Likewise, Minister
for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint pre-

sented first, second and
third prizes to Mageinda
(Patheingyi), Muse
Wong Kham and
Shwenyatha Myat Minin
the short story contest;
and Han Min Oo (Best

Photo), U Pyi Soe Tun
(Bagyi) and Shweintha
Khin Maung Win in the
colour photo contest.
Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Maj-
Gen Hla Tun gave away

Life-long National Literary Award winner writer|

Htay Maung expresses gratitudem~a

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein attends the dinner hosted in honour
literary award winners hosted by Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw HsaiiNews on pagel6) —WMNa

first, second prizes to
Fourth Year (BE) Cadet
Kaung Htet Thaw of De-
fence Services Techno-
logical Academy, Third
MB Maung Thiha Tun of
Institute of Medicine-2
and Second Year (BE)
Cadet Myat Ko Ko of

| DSTA in the general

knowledge on Tatmadaw
at the university/college/
institute level.

Deputy Minister
for Information U Thein
Sein presented first, sec-
ond and third prizes to

oMa Hnin Yu Htwe of
Pathein BEMS No 6, Ma

Hsan Sanda Win of

Toungoo BEHS No 1 and
Ma Ngu Wah of Namtu

Deputy
Minister
for Infor-
mation U
Thein Sein
presents
first prize
to Ma
Hnin Yu
Htwe in
general
knowledge
contest on
Tatmadaw
at high
school
level.—
MNA
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After the cer-
emony, the Secretary-1

&

T.\"'

BEMS No 2 at the high
school level; Deputy
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Aung Thein,
first, second and third
prizes to Maung Kyaw
Khaing Htet of Pathein
BEMS No 1, Ma Thazin
Thet Su Tin of Kyauktan
Myoma BEMS and Ma
Naw Phyu Phyu Tin of
Thanbyuzayet BEHS No
2 at the middle school
level.

On behalf of the
winners, Life-long Na-
tional Literary Aaward
winner U Htay Maung
(Htay Maung) expressed
gratitude.

cordially greeted the win-
ners.

Next, the Secre-
tary-1, the commander
and ministers posed for
documentary photos with
life-long National Liter-
ary Award winner U Htay
Maung (Htay Maung).
Later, the Secretary-1 and
party had documentary
photos taken with the
National Literary Award
winners, Sarpay Beikman
Manuscript Award win-
ners and the winners in
the National Motto, Lit-
erary and Photo Compe-
titions.

MNA
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“TOM” group to
invest in Chinese
Mainland’s

filmmaker

Honeg Kong, 11 Dec—
Tom Group Limited
(TOM) announced Thurs-
day that the company will
invest 10 million US dol-
lars toacquire a 35-per-cent
stake in Huayi Brothers In-
ternational Holdings CoLtd
(Huayi Brothers), one of
the most successful and
profittable private company
in film and television busi-
ness in the Chinese Main-
land.

TOM announced at a
Press conference that ac-
cording to an agreement
signed between the two
companies, TOM will ac-
quire a 27-per-cent stake in
Huayi Brothers for a total
consideration of five mil-
liondollars payableincash.
TOM will also subscribe to
five million US dollars of
convertible bonds, payable
in cash, which upon con-
version will increase
TOM’s stake in Huayi
Brothers to 35 per cent.

TOM said the coopera-
tion is expected to intro-
duce tens of millions of HK
dollarsin funding for Huayi
Brothers each year. Huayi
Brothers will invite inves-
tors or strategic partners to
take part in the investment
for producing each film.

In the long term, both
TOM and Huayi Brothers
share the goal of either seek-
ing the listing of Huayi
Brothers or finding a Hol-
lywood strategic investor
within three years.

TOM and Huayi Broth-
ers agreed that, in the next
few years, TOM and other
investors can increase their
stakes up to around 50 per
cent in next few years.

MNA/Xinua
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UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION
MYANMA RAILWAYS
INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER
1. Sealed Tender is invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the following
Stores which will be purchased in US Dollars and Myanmar Kyats:-
Sr.No Tender No. Description Quantity
1. 3/MR/Locomotive (M) IN-SERVICE 4 - Nos
2004-2005 LOCOMOTIVES
Closing Date: 5.1.2005 (Wednesday) (12:00) Hours.
2. Tender documents are available at the office of the Deputy General
Manager (Supply), Myanma Railways, Corner of 51* Street and Merchant Street,
Botataung, Yangon starting from 14.12.2004 during the office hours.
3. For further details please call: 291982, 201555 Ext-602, 605, 612
Deputy General Manager
Supply Department, Myanma Railways, Botataung, Yangdn
J
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INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

1. Sealed Tenders are invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the following
Stores which will be purchased in Myanmar Kyats:-

Sr.No. Tender No. Description Quantity
1. 15(T)1/MR(E) 7 Strand Wire 60-Tons
2004-2005
2. 15(T)2/MR(E) Fibre Pad 50000-Nos
2004-2005
3. 13(T)6/MR(E) Light Hydraulic Tamping 1-Set
2004-2005 Machine

Closing Date. - 3-1-2005 (Monday) (12:00) Hours.
2. Tender documents are available at the office of the Deputy General Manager
(Supply), Myanma Railways, Corner of 51 Street and Merchant Street, Botataung,
Yangon starting from 14.12.2004 during the office hours.
3. For further details please call: 291982, 201555 Ext-602, 605, 612
Deputy General Manager

The Union of Myanmar
Ministry of Construction
Public Works
Extension of Invitation for Quotation

The Project Management Unit, Public Works,
Ministry of Construction has invited Quotation
for Myanmar-Laos Friendship Suspension Bridge.

On behalf of the Ministry of Construction of the
Union of Myanmar, Project Management Unit
gives notice that the date for completion and

return of the Quotation has been extended to 31
March, 2005 instead of 31% December, 2004.

Managing Director
Public Works

Supply Department, Myanma Railways, Botataung, Yango

Honeywell plans to shift some jobs to lower cost countries

Sticon VaLLey , 11 Dec—The US-based Honeywell International Inc, a diversified technology an|
manufacturing company, is planning to move 5,000 aerospace division jobs to lower cost countri
including India, over the next five years, a Seattle-based labour union opposed to offshoring h

claimed.
However, the com-

pany said the claim was
“inaccurate” but added
that it was important for it
to hire personnel in vari-
ous parts of the world to
remain in competition.
The labour union,
Washington Alliance of
Technology Worker
(WashTech), on its web
site published documents
which it said came from
Honeywell, a 25-billion-
US-dollar company with
products ranging from air-
craftradar systems to port-
able fans for homes.
One of the documents,

bs,

South Africa’s real-estate
4 market buoyant in 2004

JOHANNESBURG, 11 Dec—South Africa’s real-estate
hmarket remained buoyant during 2004, supported by

titled “Strategies In-Place
to Enable 5-Year Plan”
outlines key Honeywell
priorities, including estab-
lishing avionics manu-
facturing in Brno, Czech
Republic, outsourcing
selected manufacturing,
and “Increase use of
Bangalore/Brno/Mexico
technical capabilities for
all businesses.”

“The jobs that
Honeywell is exporting
are not low-level jobs,”
Marcus Courtney, Presi-
dent of the alliance said in
a statement. “Its corpo-
rate practices are not only

threatening the job secu-
rity of US workers, it is
putting America’s com-
petitive advantage atrisk.”

A representative for
Honeywell, whichisbased
inMorris Township, New
Jersey and employs ap-
proximately 100,000 peo-
ple in 95 countries, said
the documents are authen-
tic but said the alliance’s
claims are inaccurate,
CNET News.com re-
ported quoting a com-
pany statement.

“The claims made by
WashTechtoday are inac-
curate. Our five-year

growth plan for our aero-
space business anticipates
employment toremain flat
in the United States and in
other Western markets,
while expanding in high-
growthregions,” the com-
pany statement said.

“As a global technol-
ogy leader, we must par-
ticipate in the worldwide
economy and open new
markets for our products
and services, while con-
tinuing to recruit and re-
tain a competitive and tal-
ented global work force,”
the company said.

MNA/PTI

lower interest rates, the South African Reserve Bank said
in its latest quarterly bulletin on Friday.

The value of turnover in the real-estate market, meas-
ured by transfer duty paid, increased by 55 per cent in the
first ten months of 2004, compared with the correspond-
ing period of 2003, said the country’s central bank.

Both the number of transactions and the average
transaction price rose considerably, the SARB said.

Business magazine The Economigiso said on Thurs-
day that among 20 countries and regions with active real-
estate business, housing prices in South Africa surged by
35 per cent in the year to the third quarter, pushing it into
first place ahead of Hong Kong.

The buoyancy in the real-estate market is also re-
flected by the growth in the home loan market, the SARB
said. The year-on-year growth in outstanding home-loan
balances of banks accelerated from an average of almost
13 per cent in 2003 to 18 per cent in the first ten months
of 2004.

MNA/Xinhua
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OPEC agrees to cut oil output
to keep price stable

Caro, 11 Dec — The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countrie
(OPEC) agreed Friday to reduce crude supplies by one million barrels a dg
from the beginning of next year with a view to keeping the oil price in high

levels.

“(OPEC) member countries have
agreed to collectively reduce the over-
production by one million barrels per
day from their current actual output,
effective on 1 January, 2005,” the bloc
said in a statement at the end of its
session of the 133rd Extraordinary meet-
ing held in Cairo.

However, OPEC ministers decided
to keep its total output quota of 27 mil-
lion barrels per day unchanged but re-
duce its actual supply to bring it closer in
line with the official ceiling.

In a bid to ease up fears on possible
price hike after the supply cut, the min-
isters said that they are committed to
maintaining the stability of the oil mar-
ket.

“The conference reaffirmed its deter-
mination to take all measures deemed
necessary to keep market stability and

maintain prices at reasonable levels, for
the benefit of producers and consumers
alike,” the statement said.

The ministers will meet again on 30
January, 2005 to review market devel-
opments as oil prices are expected to
come under growing pressure during the
“seasonally, lower-demand second quar-
ter.”

Oil prices receded after it reached a
peak in late October, prompting many
oil producers to call for cutbacks in
supply ahead of Friday’s meeting.

The OPEC has been producing at the
highest level in 25 years so as to meet
increasing demand in the world market.
Experts say that the bloc is currently
pumping one million to 1.5 million bpd
of surplus production over the existing
target quota of 27 million bpd.

MNA/Xinhual

More Bangkok children
face obesity

y  Banckok, 11 Dec — A recent survey has found a growing number of

The study of 5,126 pri-
mary students in four pub-
lic schools found 19 per
cent of them were over-
weight, compared with 5.8
per cent recorded in 1990
and 13 per cent in 1996.

A third of those chil-
dren risked getting diabe-
tes, 65 per cent had higher-
than-normal blood pressure
and 30 per cent had higher
blood pressure than that of
a healthy adult, said
Chutima Sirikulchayanon,
head of the nutrition de-
partment of the Faculty of
Public Health of Mahidol
University, which con-
ducted the survey.

dents who were under-
weight, overweight and
with standard weight for
cholesterol checks and
found 77 per cent had
higher-than-normal choles-
terol. Bad eating habits and
lack of exercise were
blamed for the youngsters’
overweight.

Parents interviewed for
the survey said their chil-
dren liked to eat high-fat
food such as fried chicken
and sausages and snacks.
They did not like fruit and
vegetables, did not exer-
cise and spent most of their
time watching television
and playing computer

overweight children in the Thai capital, theBangkok Post reported on Friday.

those of a 2001 nationwide
study which found 13.6 per
cent of 9,000 primary chil-
dren were obese, said
Saengsoam Sinawat, direc-
tor of the Public Health
Ministry’s nutrition divi-
sion. He said a study last
year of 100,000 students
across the country found 12
per cent were obese.
Thailand’s Public
Health Ministry is now
combating obesity among
primary school students by
helping teachers at 875
schools design weight-
watch programmes for stu-
dents, which aims to get
them out of their sedentary

The research team ran-
domly picked 1,028 stu-

games.

Thefindingsunderlined

habits and improve their
diet. — MNA/Xinhua

IFI moves Hq
to Singapore

SINGAPORE, 11 Dec —
The International Federa-
tion of Interior Architects/
Designers (IFI) will base
its headquarters in Singa-
pore for the nextfour years.

IFI, the first such world
body to locate its head-
quarters in the city state,
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) here
on Friday with the Singa-
pore Government, accord-
ing to a statement issued
by the Ministry of Infor-
mation, Communications
and the Arts (MICA).

The statement said that
IFI’s decision to partner
the DesignSingapore
Council, a department of
MICA, reflects the com-

lllegal hunting has driven the Sumatran rhino, s¢g
here, the most endangered of all rhinoceros, to
verge of extinction in Indonesia prompting a lag

ditch effort to save the species.INTERNET

-

Schroeder calls for strengthening UN

Tokvo, 11 Dec—The strengthening of the United Nations should be a top
world priority in coming years, German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder saicn

Friday.
Schroeder, who addressed univer-
sity students in Tokyo before returning
to Germany, joins Japanese officials in
lobbying for permanent seats for their
countries on an expanded UN Security
Council.
“The strengthening of the United
Nations is one of the main issues in the
international politics,” Schroeder told
students at Sophia University. “This is
the most important task that we have
before us in the coming times.” The
German leader also said that the five cur-
rent permanent Security Council mem-
bers — the United States, Russia, Britain,
France and China—would be unlikely to
e{eto UN reform if it is approved by the
h@eneral Assembly. Schroeder, who ar-
t rived in Japan from China on Wednesday,

has supported the Japanese stance that

new permanent members of an expanded
Security Council should have the same
veto rights as those who currently hold
seats. An international panel on 30 No-
vember proposed two options to expand
the Security Council from the current 15
members to 24 members. But neither op-
tion would add any new veto-wielding
members.

One proposal from the panel would
add six new permanent members — two
from Asia, two from Africa, one from the
Americas and one from Europe — as well
as three non-permanent members elected
for two-year terms. The other proposal
would create a new tier of eight semi-
permanent members chosen for four-year
terms _ two each from Asia, Africa, Eu-
rope and the Americas. It would also add
one non-permanent seat. — MNA/AP

mon objective of expand-
ing the contributions of
interior architecture and
design internationally.
“IFI is proud to have
this partnership with
DesignSingapore, which

UN commends India’s
“white revolution”

New York, 11 Dec — The United Nations has commended India’s “White
Revolution”, saying a sharp increase in the production of milk has achieved twin
goals of raising incomes of rural poor families and nutrition status of the people

Mexico shuts down two
drug-rehabilitation

centres

Tuuana (Mexico), 11 Dec — Mexico shut down
on Thursday two drug-rehabilitation centres aimed

highlights the natural
synergy and reinforces Sin-
gapore’s position as a sig-
nificant global city, cen-
tral to the future develop-
ment of interior architec-
ture and design,” said
Young Baek Min, presi-
dent of IFL.

IFI’snew headquarters
in Singapore will host con-
ferences and seminars, pro-
duce e-news and provide a
new and enhanced interac-
tive web site for over
35,000 members around
the world.—MNA/Xinhua

India’s milk production rose from
around 30 million tons in 1980 to an
estimated 87 million tons by 2003 and
despite increasing population, availabil-
ity per person rose from less than 50-
kilo calories per day in 1980 to 80-kilo
calories per day in 2000, a report on
hunger by the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) said.

The report forecasts that India’s dairy
production will triple by 2020. “With
government policies that facilitate rural
credit and provide essential support
services to promote milk production,
the White Revolution will continue to
play a significant role in reducing pov-
erty and hunger.”

The increased availability of milk, it

emphasizes, “represents an important
improvement in nutrition in a country
where many people are vegetarian and
depend on dairy products for most of the
animal proteins in their diet”.

FAO estimates that increasing milk
production has boosted the incomes of
80 to 100 million families, the vast
majority of whom are marginal or small
farmers whose plots are often too small
to support their families and landless
labourers who depend on common graz-
ing lands and forests for fodder.

“More than 70 per cent of India’s
milk is produced by households who
own only one or two milk animals,” it
said adding it is helping the rural poor.

MNA/PTI

at helping US addicts, in a new crackdown after
finding blood stains and handcuffs in two cells.

Mexican immigration
authorities deported 22 US
adults who were being
treated in the two centres
close to the coastal town
of Ensenada near the bor-
der with California.

Another 55 minors
from the centres were
handed over to US Con-
sulate authorities to be re-
turned to their parents.

“In two cells we found
closed-circuit television,
handcuffs and blood

stains,” Francisco Javier
Reynoso, head of the Na-
tional Immigration Insti-
tute in the state of Baja
California, told a news
conference.

For us all this is suffi-
cient to start an in depth
investigation, to arrest the
guilty and to start legal
proceedings against them
in Mexico because they
lacked legal permits to op-
erate in the country,”
Reynoso said.

MNA/Reuters
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Rangers romp to top of Scottish
Premier League

GrasGcow, 12 Dec— Rangers romped to the top of the
Scottish Premier League with a 3-0 win over Dundee on

ter paired with arch rivals Celtic in the

Scottish Cup third round.
A penalty by Nacho Novo and a Dado Prso goal put Rangers 2-
0 up before Bob Malcolm hit the third on 55 to take Rangers top.
Celtic canregain the lead on Sunday when they visit Dunfermline.
The win sent Dundee to the bottom of the table as their city rivals
Dundee United won beat Kilmarnock 3-0 at home thanks to a
double from Jimmy MclIntyre and another from Barry Robson.
In the battle of the former Rangers captains, Motherwell's Terry
Butcher emerged victorious with a 2-0 home win over Richard

his new club Hearts draw 1-1 with old club

Inverness Caledonian Thistle on his first return since quitting last
month.— MNA/Reuters

Bundesliga match reports

FraNkFURT , 12Dec— Brief reports of Bundesliga soccer matches played on

Saturday:

VfL Bochum 1 — Hamburg SV 2

Hamburg continued their climb up

the table thanks to two well-taken goals
in the first half. Sergej Barbarez got the
first, a far post header, and Colin
Benjamin converted David Jarolim's
perfect cross for the second. Bochum
pulled one back seven minutes from
time through Tommy Bechmann.

Hanover 96 0 — Hertha Berlin 1

Hertha became only the second team
in 11 games to beat Hanover and they
needed a brilliant goal to do it.
Arne Friedrich, called up this week for
Germany's Asian tour, brought the ball
forward and passed to Nando Rafael

Barca grasp late victory over Albacete

Mabrip, 12 Dec— A superb late strike from Barcelona midfielder Xavi
allowed the Primera Liga leaders to snatch a 2-1 win away to a determing

Albacete on Saturday.

The Spanish international cracked a
volley into the far corner from a metre
outside the area just five minutes from
time after a poor clearance from the
Albacete defence.

The win put Barca 12 points clear at
the top of the table, although their nearest
rivals Real Madrid and Espanyol have
yet to play this weekend.

Barcelona got off to a flying start
when highly rated young midfielder

Andres Iniesta, who was born in the
province of Albacete, put his side ahead
with less than two minutes on the clock.

The Under-21 international
dispossessed Albacete defender Franciso
Pena as he tried to play the ball out of the
area and then poked a sharp shot under
keeper Ronald Gaspercic and inside the
near post. But Barca eased up a little too
soon and struggled to put together their
usual fluent passing game as they found

Spanish Davis Cup winner Rafael

themselves under heavy pressure from
the combative Albacete midfield.

Albacete went within a whisker of
equalizing just before the half hour after
they were gifted a chance when Barca
fullback Damia lost his feet in the area,
but keeper Victor Valdes produced a
fantastic reaction save to scoop the ball
clear. Valdes came to Barca's rescue once
more at the start of the second half when
he produced another great save to stop a
fierce shot from Uruguayan striker
Antonio Pacheco after a neat back-heel
from midfielder David Sanchez.

Albacete upped the pressure in the
next few minutes to force a succession of
corners and would have drawn level but
for desperate last-ditch defending from
Barca fullback Carles Puyol.

Albacete finally got the goal they
deserved when Gonzalez got the faintest
of touches to direct an Antonio Pacheco

Nadal serves to Davis Cup teammagtéree kick into the net midway through the

Carlos Moya (news) during their

half. Barca were on the ropes for the next

semi-final match at the Master Tennid0 minutes and Puyol had to make a

Ciudad de Leon tournament, Leon,
11 Dec, 2004—INTERNET

besperate clearance off the line to stop
Pacheco.— MNA/Reuters

who controlled with his chest, turned
and beat the keeper with a precise shot.
Hansa Rostock 1 — Borussia

d Dortmund 1

Rostock brought an extraordinary run
to an end as they avoided defeat at home
for the first time this season. They did
have hopes of victory when Markus
Allback headed in from a Thomas

Rasmussen free kick after 32 minutes
but Dortmund levelled five minutes
before the break through Sebastian Kehl.
FSV Mainz 0 — FC Nuremberg 1
Nuremberg, who did well to claim a 2-
2 draw at home to Bayern Munich last
weekend, maintained their good form
despite the absence of top scorer Marek
Mintal. Markus Schroth got the goal,
headinginafreekick fromIvica Banovic
in the 10th minute.
Werder Bremen 1—Kaiserslautern 1
Werder looked tired after their
Champions League win over Valenciain
mid-week and they only just managed to
scrape a draw that was enough to take
them back up to fourth place.

The champions fell behind when
Carsten Jancker headed in after 49
minutes but a wonderful chip from Ivan
Klasnic brought them the equalizer 10
minutes later.

Werder's Paul Stalteri was sent off a
minute from time for a second booking.
MNA/Reuters

Everton chalk up first derby win in five years

Lonbon, 12 Dec— Everton ended their five-year wait for a Merseyside
derby win over Liverpool on Saturday as Lee Carsley grabbed the only goal

of the game at Goodison Park.

A tightly-contested 200th derby was
evenly balanced until Carsley's third
goal in six games, a 25-metre side-foot
past Chris Kirkland, settled matters.

The win, which hoisted Everton into
second place in the table for a day at
least, was fully deserved, though
Liverpool were left to rue some missed
chances that fell to striker Neil Mellor
and skipper Steven Gerrard.

Anxious to win the battle in what
immediately became a packed midfield,
both sides played with a lone striker up
front, Marcus Bent for the hosts and
Mellor for Liverpool.

The predictable outcome was that it
took 22 minutes to create the first scoring
chance when Bent chipped in a cross
and Australian midfielder Tim Cahill
missed a sitter, heading wide from six
metres with Kirkland at his mercy.
Mellor was even closer 10 minutes later
when he connected with Gerrard's free
kick and saw his far-postheader blocked
by keeper Nigel Martyn.

Answers for yesterday’s

crossword puzz

Kuwait beats Saudi
Arabia 2-1 in Gulf
Cup match

Kuwair, 12 Dec—
Kuwaiti soccer team beat
Saudi Arabia 2-1 in their
match on the second day
of competitions of the 17th
Arab Gulf Football
Tournament in Doha on
Saturday.

Saudi player Yasser
Qahtani opened the
scoring four minutes into
the game and Kuwait's

le
E |

Liverpool's central defender Sami
Hyypia, in superb form at the back, was
the next to try his luck up front with a
curling shot over Martyn's crossbar.

Everton kept probing with Thomas
Gravesen down the middle and Kevin
Kilbane on the flank, while Gerrard,
whose brilliant midweek goal against
Olympiakos booked Liverpool into the
Champions League knockout round, took
on a playmaking role behind Mellor.

Under pressure for most of the first
half, Liverpool initially showed more
bite after the break but failed to conjure
up a killer final ball and were punished
by Carsley's strike.

The Everton midfielder pounced with
aswerving shot, teed up by Leon Osman,
after Liverpool failed to make a clearance.

Gerrard missed a chance to equalize
five minutes later with a powerful drive,
similar to the scoring one against
Olympiakos, but which this time flew
just wide of the right-hand post.
MNA/Reuters

Musaed Nida levelled Everton celebrate after Lee Carsley scored in their 1-0 win over city rivals

with a free kick is the 24th | Liverpool. Carsley was Everton's hero as David Moyes's side emerged from the
minute of the second half. | 200th Merseyside derby with a victory that lifted them into an unlikely second
MNA/Xinhua place in the Premiership-INTERNET



Philippine Govt pays $15,000
to save Filipino in Riyadh

ManiLA, 12 Dec — A Filipino worker was spared
from beheading and released from prison in Saudi
Arabia after the government raised the 15,000 US
dollars (840,000 pesos) “blood money” needed in
exchange for his release, the Department of Foreign
Affairs (DFA) said Saturday.

According to the DFA, Filipino Primo Gasmen
was imprisoned and put on death row in 1999 for the
murder of a Nepali co-worker, whom he said he
stabbed to death for self-defence.

Quoting his sworn statement, the DFA said thathis
Nepali co-worker offered to write off his debt of 1,500
Saudi Riyals in exchange for sexual favours.

Gasmen refused the offer, which enraged the Nepali
to attempt to stab him, but Gasman overpowered and
killed him in the struggle, it said.

The Philippine embassies in Riyadh and New
Delhi and the Philippine consulate in Nepal initiated
negotiations for the settlement of the case through the
payment of blood money and execution of an “act of

forgiveness” on the part of Gasmen, the DFA said.
As the result of the negotiations, the Riyadh Grand
Court assured the Philippine Embassy that upon com-
pletion of all the necessary clearances and documenta-
tion, Gasmen would be repatriated before the end of

the year.

Foreign Affairs Secretary Alberto Romulo in-
structed the Philippine Embassy in Riyadh to extend
all possible assistance to arrange for Gasmen’s repa-

triation. — MNA/Xinhua
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Tokyo,

It also called for air-
line pilots and sea cap-
tains to be required to sub-
mit crew and passenger
lists to authorities and for
foreign hotel guests to be
obliged to give their na-
tionality and passport
number when registering.

The government aims
to submit legislation to
Parliamentin 2006, Kyodo
news agency said. Critics
say the tighter measures
mightinfringe on foreign-
ers’ human rights. The
government’s top spokes-
man said on Friday that
such concerns would be
taken into accountbut that
preventing terrorist at-
tacks took precedence.

“These measures are
purely to prevent terrorist
acts. We will give consid-
eration to human rights,
but want to implement

Vietnam may dissolve Pacif

Hanor, 12 Dec —The
Vietnamese Government
has just asked the man-
agement board of Pacific
Airlines, the first
shareholding company in
the country’s aviation in-
dustry, to restructure the
firm’s operation, includ-
ing by issuing more shares
or dissolving it.

The government’s in-
struction was issued be-
cause Pacific Airlines has
suffered losses for years,
with the total amounting
to some nearly 13.7 mil-

lion US dollars, accord-
ing to local newspaper
Liberation Saigorn Fri-
day.

Pacific Airlines was
established in December
1990 with seven corpo-
rate shareholders, namely
the national flag carrier
Vietnam Airlines, and six
other local enterprises. It
offers domestic flights to
Vietnam’s major cities,
and international ones to
Taiwan and Hong Kong.

The airlines has a six-
aircraft fleet, including

ic Airlines
two Airbus A-321s,0ne
Airbus A-320,0ne Airbus
A-31Q one McDonnell
Douglas MD-82 and one
Boeing 737-800.
Pacific Airlines’ ma-
jor shareholder, Vietnam
Airlines, currently oper-
ates 20 directinternational
routes and three indirect
ones. It plans to carry
roughly five million pas-
sengers and 85,000 tons
of cargoes, and gain rev-
enues of 713.4 million US
dollars this year.
MNA/Xinhua

Japan to take tighter measures
on foreigners entering country

12 Dec — A government task forcg
proposed on Friday that Japan fingerprint and
photograph foreigners entering the country as part
of steps to prevent terrorism.

them,” Chief Cabinet Sec-
retary Hiroyuki Hosoda
told a news conference.

Hosoda said the gov-
ernment also planned to
putsky marshals, orarmed
police officers, aboard
commercial flights to pre-
vent hijackings.

He gave no details of
the plan, but Kyodo said
the marshals would
mainly be aboard flights
to and from the United

China willing to improve
cooperation with African countries

BEUING, 12 Dec — Chinese Vice-Premier Huang Ju
said here Friday that China is willing to promote rela-
tions with African countries through cooperation in
telecommunication and trade.

“The Chinese Government attaches great impor-
tance to the development of telecommunication indus-
try and we will continue to encourage Chinese telecom
enterprises to further mutual beneficial cooperation
with African countries,” Huang told a delegation of
ministers and senior officials of the telecommunication
departments from nine African countries.

The delegation was in China attending a China-
Africa ministerial seminar on telecommunication de-
velopment. “As developing countries, we are comple-
mentary in many fields and we also share many common
interests,” Huang said. He said he hopes the two sides
will continue to improve communication and coopera-
tion to further China-African relations. — MNA/Xinhua

States. The measure was
expected to be imple-
mented soon.
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View on today:

7:00 am

1. Recitation of Parittas
by Mingun Sayadaw

7:25 am

2. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

3. Morning news

7:40 am

4. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am

5. Song of national
reaces

8:05 am

6. Cute little dancers

8:15 am

7. weiffey

8:30 am

\8. International news

8:45 am

9. Grammar made easy

4:00 pm

1. Martial song

4:15 pm

2. Songs to uphold
National Spirit

4:30 pm

3. Practice in Reading

4:45 pm

4. Musical programme

5:00 pm
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5:15 pm

6. Dace Variety

5:30 pm

7. Gm:mqﬁcu’exng:nué

5:40 pm

8. Song and dance of
national races

5:50 pm

9. m(ﬁmémﬁ:cu:gmm:

5:55 pm

10. Musical programme

(The Radio Myanma?
Modern Music
Troupe)

6:05 pm

11. Discovery

6:10 pm

12. géé@ozmqs:mﬁmﬁza“;
“Gairxrsaézq?s:" (:n(%c'::—g@)

6:30 pm

13. Evening news

7:00 pm

14. Weather report

7:05 pm

15. Musical programme
7:15 pm

16. Industrial Achievement
7:30 pm

17. Marvels of the

Shwedagon Pagoda
18. Islands of Dhamma
8:00 pm
19. News
20. International news
21. Weather report
22. séé@ozwﬁmﬁ:oé
“aimééiﬂu')ai"(:n@é:—_]o)
The next day’s
programme

23.
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Japan, which sent - “em
. P
about 550 troops to Iraq . S  h
for reconstruction and hu- gy B L
manitarian work, has been o '___" () Kb II 1 I'a. Cemm e L
on heightened security o Il{ gz ey T
since late 2003 when the Iy R =
government decided to go e S
ahead with the mission. )
Tokyo decided on . km
Thursday to extend the - R ’ |
Iraq mission for another . -‘:Is.' "':l'
year. Media reported i I":":"‘ | o
threats by al-Qaeda to | n"t‘ L |
strike Japanifitsent troops ! T -
to Iraqg. Since then, secu- l\__ - o
rity has been tightened at | |— =_==
key locations in Japan in- —
cluding nuclear power - |
e L | L' ] |
plants, government facili- = v = |
ties and US military bases. e
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Sunday, 12 December, 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been gener-
ally fair in the whole country. Night temperatures were
Monday, December13 (3°C) above normal in Rakhine State, Magway and
Tune in today: Taninthayi Divisions, (3°C) to (4°C) below normal in Chin,
8.30 am Brief news Shan and Kayah States and Bago Division, (5°C) below
8.35am Music: Toy boy . . . Ll
(Babi Loria) normal in Kayin State and Yangon Division and about
8.40 am Perspectives normal in the remaining States and Divisions. The signifi-
8.45am Music: Lollipop| | cant night temperatures were Namsam (1°C), PyinOoLwin
850 ;qu?OS) ] || (6°C) and Mindat (7°C).
=0am s12§:.:a news Maximum temperature on 11-12-2004 was 92°F. Mini-
9.00 am Music: mum temperature on 12-12-2004 was 56°F. Relative hu-
-Party  people| | midity at 9:30 hrs MST on 12-12-2004 was 74%. Total
005 am fftlday glgh‘l@ll) sunshine hours on 11-12-2004 was (8.0) hours approx.
. nternational news . . .
9110 am Boole oflove (Hill Rainfall on 12-12-2004 were nil at Yangon Alrport, Kaba-
& hide) Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004
1.30 pm News/Slogan || were 112.28 inches at Yangon Airport, 106.77 inches at
1.40 pm  Lunch time music| [ Kaba-Aye and 109.68 inches at central Yangon. Maxi-
ﬂ(:l\;vrg(;;l)dl(Max mum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph
-Every morning| | from Northeast at (14:40) hours MST on 11-12-2004.
(Sugar Ray) Bay inference: Weather is cloudy in the South Bay
-Stay the same| [ and generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
(Joy Meintync) Forecast valid until evening of 13-12-2004:
9.00 pm Variations on a . . . .. R .
tune Except for the possibility of isolated light rain in Taninthayi
-Fortunes Division, weather will be generally fair in the whole coun-
-Andy Williams | [ try. Degree of cerainly is (40%).
9.15pm  Article/Music State of the seaStrong easterly wind with (35) mph
9.25 pm Music at your K . R .
request and rough seas are likely at times in the Deltaic, Gulf of
-Baby don’t you| | Mottama and off and along Mon-Taninthayi Coast. Seas
hurt me (Atomice|  will be slight elsewhere in Myanmar waters.
leitton) Outlook for subsequent two days:Possibility of
-Until the end off | . . ..
time (Westlife) isolated light rain in Southern Myan_mar areas.
-Last thing on my Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
045 mind (Slteps) 13-12-2004:Fair weather.
.45 pm News/Slogan i i
10,00 pm PEL Forecas‘t fqr Mandalay and neighbouring area for
\ J | 13-12-2004:Fair weather.
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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peac
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring Stat
Constitution

* Building of a new modern develope!
nation in accord with the new State|
Constitution

Four economic objectives Four social objectives
Development of agriculture as the base and all-roung * Uplift of the morale and morality of
development of other sectors of the economy as well the entire nation
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-
system o L rity and preservation and safeguard-
Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
terms of technical know-how and investments from character
sources inside the country and abroad *Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
The initiative to shape the national economy mustbe keg] |+ Uplift of health, fitness and education
in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of the entire nation

YANGON, 12 Dec — The prize-presentation cer-
emony for Life-long National Literary Award, Na-
tional Literary Award, Sarpay Beikman Manuscript
Award, the 15th National Motto Literary and Photo
Competitions (2003) was held at the National Theatre
on Myoma Kyaung Street here this afternoon, with an
address by Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein. The ceremony was
organized by the Ministry of Information.

It was also attended by Daw Khin Khin Win,
wife of the Secretary-1, Dr Daw Tin Lin Myint, wife of
SPDC member Lt-Gen Ye Myint, Yangon Division
PDC Chairman Yangon Command Commander Maj-
Gen Myint Swe, ministers, the chief justice, the attor-
ney general, the chairman of Civil Service Selection
and Training Board, deputy ministers, senior military
officers, officials of the SPDC office, departmental
heads, members of the scrutinizing committees for the
literary awards, literati and others.

Daw San San Yin of Myanma Radio and Televi-
sion acted as master of ceremonies and Daw Khin Moe
U of MRTV as co-MC.

Speaking on the occasion, Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein said at a time when the State is doing all it
can to build up a peaceful, modern and developed
nation, it is also striving not only for physical
infrastructural development of the country but also for
enhancement of national literature for mental develop-
ment of the people.

In particular, the government is taking steps
towards the development of national literature, the tap-
root of national culture. To improve the quality of
national literature, the State always values the might of
literature which stimulates the people.

National literature permeates the people with
good knowledge and national and patriotic spirit that
preserve national character.

Since antiquity, Myanmar people have been
enjoying good cultural heritage including national
literature. Therefore, we must treasure and preserve
our national literature, which is the invaluable legacy

of our ancestors, so that it cannot disappear, the Secre-
tary-1 said. Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents Life-long Na-

(see page 9) tional Literary Award to writer Htay Maung- mna

YaNGoN, 12 Dec — Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein
attended a dinner hosted by Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan in honour of the winners of Life
Long National Literary Award, National Literary
Award, Sarpay Beikman Manuscript Award and 15th
National motto, literary and photo award and mem-
bers of the prize scrutinizing committee at 7 pm today
at Karaweik Palace Hotel.

It was also attended by Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Development Council Commander
of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, the min-
isters, deputy ministers, senior military officers of the
Ministry of Defence, officials of the State Peace and
Development Council office, departmental officials,
literati, Chairman and officials of Myanmar Writers
and Journalists Association, literary award winners,
members of the prize scrutinizing committee and
guests.

After the dinner, Lt-Gen Thein Sein cordially
greeted the literati and award winners.

MNA
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein cordially converses with literati and Ifterary award winners at the dinner
hosted by Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsarvna



