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YanocN, 29 Oct — On the occasion of the anniversary of the Proclamation of the Repubh1
of Turkey, which falls on 29 October 2004, Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the Sta
Peace and Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitationg
His Excellency Mr Ahmet Necdet Sezer, President of the Republic of Turkey— MNA

Prime Minister of the Union of
Myanmar sends felicitations to Turkey

Y anoGn, 29 Oct — On the occasion of the anniversary of the Proclamation of the Republj
of Turkey, which falls on 29 October 2004, Lt-Gen Soe Win, Prime Minister of the Union
Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Excellency Mr Recep Tayyip Erdoga}),
Prime Minister of the Republic of Turkey. — MNA

YaNGoN, 28 Oct
— Member of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than of the Min-
istry of Defence, accom-
panied by Rakhine State
Peace and Development
Council Chairman and
also Western Command
Commander Maj-Gen
Maung Oo, Deputy
Commander Brig-Gen
Tin Hlaing, Brig-Gen
Myint Soe of Taungup
Station and officials, met
with officers, other ranks
and their families at the
hall of the local battal-
ion in An on 26 October
morning.

At the meeting, with
Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than urged officials con-
cerned to fulfill the so-
cial, education, health
and welfare needs of the
families.

He also called for

conducting agriculture
and livestock breeding on
a manageable scale to in-
crease income of the
families.

Next, he cordially
greeted officers, other
ranks and their families.

Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party
visited No 1 Basic Edu-
cation High School in
An. At the hall of the
school, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than heard re-
ports on the area of the
school, the strength of
teachers and students, the
pass rate of the matricu-
lation  examination,
progress of construction
of a two-story school
building measuring 120
feet by 30 feet, the
storage of materials, and
the funds for construc-
tion of the new school
building.

Next, the com-

mander gave supplemen-
tary reports.

In response to the
reports, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than called upon
teachers to strive for rais-
ing the pass rate in the
matriculation examina-
tion and for the develop-
ment of human resources.

Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than inspected
multimedia classrooms,
which will be opened
soon, the language lab
and the computer room,
and watched the students
learning their school les-
sons in those rooms.

He also looked
into the construction site
of the two-story school
building and gave in-
structions.

In An, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than and
party went to the newly
built 100-bed People’s
Hospital. On arrival,

Head of the Health De-
partment of Rakhine
State Dr Khin Maung
Cho, state-level depart-
mental officials and
health officers welcomed
Lt-Gen Khin Maung

—
(=]

Four political objectives

Stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State Consti
tution

Building of a new modern developed nation in
accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all
round development of other sectors of the
economy as well

Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy|
must be kept in the hands of the State and thej
national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of the en-
tire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural her-
itage and national character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-
ards of the entire nation

Than and party and con-
ducted them round the
hospital. Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than heard re-
ports and gave instruc-
tions on the speedy in-
auguration of the hospi-
tal.

Lt-Gen Khin task to the Development

Maung Than and party
proceeded to Hinywet
Dam. At the briefing hall,
officials reported on data
related to the dam, ar-
rangements for handover
of the town water supply

Command, where

The farm is being

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
arrived at agricultural and livestock
breeding farm run by the Western

try farming and gave instructions.

of land with the aim of disseminat-
ing agricultural and breeding tech-
nigues to the public as well as to the
regiments and units

he inspected poul

run on 150 acres

— L _'_—;i_ 'ﬂl

et
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects storage of water at Hinywet Dam in

'An, Rakhine State.—

Affairs Department, ar-
rangements for water
supply in An, financial
matters and future plans.
After hearing the reports,
Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than fulfilled the require-
ments through coordina-
tion. Hinywet Dam is of
earthen type and can hold
1,652 million gallons of
water.

Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party
arrived at agricultural and
livestock breeding farm
run by the Western Com-
mand, where he inspected
poultry farming and gave
instructions.

(See page 11)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan
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PERSPECTIVES )

Friday, 29 October, 2004
The foundation of national
unity

The Government has been building infra-
structures in all sectors for progress of the whols
Union, further improvement of the people’s liv-
ing standard, narrowing the gap between on
region and another and proportionate develop
ment of all states and divisions.

The nation is formed with different land-
scapes including mountain ranges, dense fo
ests, a large number of natural watercourseg
narrow coastal lines and plains. In this regard
the Government has been building a network o
roads, with bridges spanning creeks and rivers
to overcome the transport difficulty of the na-
tion.

For example, Rakhine State had to rely

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative vi
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

g

mainly on air and water transport as it had only
few motor roads in the past. Because of the po
condition of the motor roads, its three land
gateways — the An mountain road pass, th
Taungup mountain road pass and the Gwa
Ngathaingchaung road were not as importan
and useful as now.

Thus, the Government has used a larg
amount of financial resources to build roads and
bridges in all states and divisions including
Rakhine State. And thanks to the Government's
efforts, many new roads including the Sittway-
MraukU-An road have been built in the state
and the existing ones have been upgraded.

Of the 14 over-180-foot bridges of thq
Taungup-Maei-Kyaukphyu Road Project, nine
bridges have been completed, and the five rg
maining facilities are under construction at
present. Although the engineers and worker
are facing a lot of difficulties in building the
swampy part of the project, they are making
strenuous efforts and using advanced techno
ogy to overcome the difficulty.

Opening of the Londawpauk Bridge on
the Yangon-Kyaukphyu Highway in Yanbye

added one more important facility to the na-
tion’s transport network. It is the 188th bridge
of 180-foot length and above built since 1988.

Thanks to a large number of new bridgeq
and many miles of new roads, the national race

and views with each other , thereby strengthen|
ing their brethren spirit, amity and solidarity,
which are the foundation of the national unity

Township, Rakhine State, on 25 October hap

are able to getin touch and exchange knowledde

Prizes presented to winners ir

Buddhist Culture Course

YANGON, 28 Oct—The
12th ceremony to present
prizes to winners in
the Abhidhamma, Wisu-
ddhimagga and Buddhist
Culture Course of the
Ministry of Religious
Affairs was held at the
Wizaya Mingala Dham-
ma Thabin Hall on Kaba
Aye Hill this morning.

Present were Vice-
Chairman of State Sangha
MahaNayaka Committee
Pyay Zawtikayon Pali
Tekkatho Monastery
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Bhaddanta Kundalajoti,
Joint-Secretary Sayadaw
Agga Maha Pandita

Bhaddanta Vicara and
members of the Sangha,
Deputy Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Aung Ko, Adviser U
ArntMaung, Director-Gen-
eral Dr Myo Myint of the
Religious Affairs Depart-
ment, officials and train-
ees.

Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kundalajotiadministered the
Eight Precepts. The deputy
minister supplicated on reli-
giousaffairs and offered pro-
visions to the Sayadaws.
Next, the deputy minister,
the adviser, the director-gen-
eral and deputy directors-
general presented prizes and
certificatestothe winnersand
other trainees. — MNA

ABHIDHAMMA DAY OBSERVED: The seventh

Abhidhamma Day was observed at Tooth Relic
Pagoda (Yangon) on Dhammapala Hill in
Mayangon Township on 28 Octobermsa

192)

LIGHTS OFFERED TO PAGODA: The Abhidhamma Day ceremony was held at Shwedagon Pagoda on
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Fullmoon Day of Thadingyut. Belles offer candle lights to the pagodav—

9th Mile Mahasi Sayadaw

kand Union Spirit.

J

Workshop on bird flu research
and lab technology held

YANGON, 28 Oct—
The workshop on re-
search on bird flu and lab
technology co-organized
by Livestock Breeding
and Veterinary Depart-
ment and Myanmar Vet-
erinary Science Council,
was held at the Office of
Livestock Breeding and
Veterinary Department
on 26 October morning.

Bird Flu Expert Dr
Ayota Takada of Japan
International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) gave
lectures on matters re-
lated to the bird flu.

Present were Di-
rector-General U Maung
Maung Nyunt of LBVD,

President of MVSC Dr
Mya Nyunt, Myanmar
Veterinarian Association

back from Europe

YANGON, 28 Oct — After having given sermons
on Satipatthana Vipassana in Switzerland and England,
9th Mile Mahasi Sasana Yeiktha Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kavidhaja came back here on yesterday evening.

The Sayadaw was welcomed back at Yangon
International Airport by Hitesi members of the
Yeiktha.— MNA

Dr Than Daing, Dr Saw
Palai Saw of Myanmar
Academy of Agriculture,
Forest, Livestock Breed-
ing and Fishery Science,
Assistant Resident Rep-
resentative of JICA Mr
Masanaga Yoshihisa and
officials.

With the assistance
of JICA, Associate Pro-
fessor Dr Ayato Takada
of Tokyo University gave
lecturers to the
veterinarians at the Cen-
tral Laboratory of the
LBVD from 22 to 26 Oc-

tober. — MNA
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Timetable of entrance exam
of MMU announced

YancoN, 28 Oct — Applications have been
invited to Myanmar Maritime University which
will be opened on 1 December.

The list of those who can sit the entrance
examination will be announced at the University
Entrance Selection Board of Higher Education
Department (Lower Myanmar) on Thaton Road
and MMU in Thilawa, Thanlyin Township, on 29
October.

Candidates will not be notified individually.
They must report to MMU in person from 1 to
3 November bringing together with them three
licence size photos, original and copy of Citi-
zenship Scrutiny Card, the original testimonials
on character from the respective police stations,
original and a copy of mark list issued by
Myanmar Board of Examinations and the health
endorsement of township surgeon.

The candidates will enter a viva test at MMU
beginning 4 November. The timetable of the exam
will be announced at the HED (Lower Myanmar)
on Thaton Road and MMU in Thilawa, Thanlyin
Township, on 29 October.— MNA

®WS



Australia acknowledges Iraq increase!
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Its risk of terrorist attack

SvbnEy, 270ct — Australia’s newly re-elected government has conceded for the first time its decisi
to participate in the Iraq conflict may have increased the terrorist threat to its national interests.

The admission, by Foreign Minister Alexander
Downer, followed a warning by Australia's intelligence
chief that the conflict had given Osamabin Laden’s al-
Qaeda propaganda and recruitment opportunities and
may have motivated terrorists in Australia.

Downer, who prior to the 9 October election
maintained that there was no evidence to suggest
involvement in Iraq increased the risk to Australia,
said it was possible some sympathisers of extremist
Islamist ideology in Australia could be motivated by

Iraq.

"If there are people in Australia who believe in this
sort of Taliban-style Wahabist extremist ideology and
they see Iraq becoming a democracy then that may
activate them and energise them," Downer said.

He said Iraq might be "a motivator" for some
people considering terrorist attacks in Australia.

"It has increased the threat against Australian
interests in the Middle East," he added.

Internet

mission to more dangerous areas near Baghdad on 27 Oct2004rRNET

Susilo urges
prosecutors to
combat graft

JAKARTA, 27 Oct—Indo-
nesian President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono on
Tuesday urged prosecutors
to get more serious in
combating corruption,
which he said had caused
high-costeconomy. “Some
people com-plained about
injustice and rampant
corruption, reflect-ing the
failure of our legal system.
I come here to ask all of
you to work together
coping with the problems,”

A British soldier patrols a street in the southern C|ty of Basra. A battle groypefilo told prosecutors
British troops in southern Iraq has started to move northwards on a US-reqy

editeigg anunscheduled visit
at the Attorney-General's

Hostage calls on Britain to
quit Iraq, says Jazeera

Dusal, 270ct— Iragi-British hostage Margaret Hassan again urged Britain
to withdraw its troops from Iraq and also to free Iragi women prisoners,

Office (AGO) here.
MNA/Xinhua
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1,109 US troops killed sinc
beginning of Iraq war

BaGHDAD, 27 Oct —As of Wednesday, 27 Oct,
2004, atleast 1,109 members of the US military have
died since the beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Pressount. At
least 846 died as a result of hostile action, according
to the Defence Department. The figures include
three military civilians.

The AP count is three higher than the Defence
Department's tally, last updated Wednesday at
10 am EDT.

The British military has reported 67 deaths; Italy,
19; Poland, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine, nine; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Denmark, El Salvador,
Hungary and Latvia have reported one death each.

Since 1 May, 2003, when President Bush declared
that major combat operations in Iraq had ended, 971
US military members have died, according to AP's
count. That includes at least 737 deaths resulting
from hostile action, according to the military's
numbers.

The latest death reported by the military:

Asoldier waskilled Wednesday when amotorcycle
bomber attacked a US convoy in central Iraq

The latest identification reported by the military:

Marine Cpl Brian Oliveira, 22, Raynham, Mass.;
killed Monday in Iraq's Anbar province; assigned to
3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Pendleton, Calif. —Internet

Ugandan President calls to improve
quality of tourism attraction

KampaLA , 27 Oct — Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni Monday called
upon tourist promoters to improve the quality of tourism attraction and

Al Jazeera television reported on Wednesday.
The Arab channel aired | carefully what response,

tohave beenkidnappedin

a video showing Hassan,
an aid worker who was
seized by unknown
kidnappers in Baghdad a
week ago, standing in a
dimly lit room.

"Please release the
women prisoners from the
prisoninIraq," said atired
looking Hassan, director
of the Care International
charity in Iraq, in her
second such appeal and
third video appearance.
Her other comments were
barely audible.

But Al Jazeera said
Hassan appealed to British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
to withdraw troops from
Iraq and not deploy them
in Baghdad.

The television said
Hassan also asked Care
International employees
to end their operations
in Iraq. The charity
suspended its work in the
country after Hassan was
kidnapped.

ifany, to make to this latest
video."

Dublin-born Hassan,
who also appeared in
videos issued by the
kidnappers last week, is
the eighth foreign woman

Iraq since April.

The others, including
two Italian aid workers
held for three weeks in
September, have been
freed.

Internet

development.

The President made the call when
opening the 8th Cultural and Eco-
Tourism Symposium of the Africa
Travel Association at Speke Resort,
Munyunyo, south of Kampala.

Museveni noted that Uganda is
endowed with excellent tourist

Nigeria to conduct national
census next month

Lacos, 27 Oct — The Nigerian Government is
scheduled to start counting the nation's population in
November, the News Agency of Nigerian Monday
quoted Chairman of the National Population
Commission (NPC) Samu'ila Makama as saying.

The government has so far released about 30 million
US dollars toward the conduct of the 2005 census,
Makamasaid, adding that the government would release
another sum of about 13.84 million US dollars at the
end of this year. According to him, the European Union
has promised to provide about 130.76 million dollars to
assist Nigeria to carry out the national census.

Makama said that the national head-count exercise
had already been approved by President Olusegun
Obasanjo, assuring all communities across the country
thatenumerators would reach them whether they were
in dry desert areas in the north or in primitive forest
areas in the south.

He appealed to Nigerians to ensure that they

attractions that make the country unique
and quite appealing, saying that Uganda
is only one of the three countries in the
world that are on the equator and high
attitude with favourable climatic
conditions of between 18 and 27 degrees
Celsius throughout the year.

promote culture in order to realize the contribution of tourism in community

He said, in addition, Uganda has the
most excellent natural landscape that is
well drained, adding that the Great Rift
Valley, the high mountains and the rivers
including River Nile, made Uganda an
important tourist destination in the world.

The President singled out to the
symposium the good vegetation the
country has, namely tropical rain forests,
Savannah grassland and the temperate
grassland as some of the ancient African
heritage sites of historical nature and
importance.

MNA/Xinhua

i -
Soldiers of the British 1st Battalion Black Watch wait on their vehicles atop
American heavy transport vehicles in Basra, Iraq , on 27 Oct, 2004, before
their move to an area south of BaghdadNTERNET

In London, a Foreign
Office spokesman said:
"We will consider very

remained wherever they reside to be counted, stressing
that the exercise was meant for economic and planning
purposes for the nation's growth. — MNA/Xinhua
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Most Latinos say lraq
war was wrong

WasHINGTON, 28 Oct—An overwhelming majority of Latino voters believes the war in Iraq was no

worth fighting, and a significant minority believes Hispanics have suffered a disproportionate share
the casualties, according to a new survey of Latino voters Byhe Washington Post, Univision and the

Tomas Rivera Policy
Institute.

While voters
nationally divide over the
wisdom of going to warin
Iraq, Latinos expressed no
such ambivalence: By 2
to 1, Hispanic voters
believe the war was a
mistake.

The survey found that
nearly three in 10 Latinos
believe Hispanics are

disproportionately re-
presented among the dead
and wounded in Iraq
compared with otherracial
orethnic groups, while six
in 10 disagree.

The new poll also
found that Democrat John
F. Kerry leads President
Bush by 59 percent to 30
percent among registered
Hispanic voters, virtually
unchanged from a Post-

Univision-Tomas Rivera
Policy Institute (TRPI)
survey in July. Inde-
pendent Ralph Nader
received 1 percent.

As with all voters,
economic concerns have
emerged as the top issue
among Latinos, the survey
found. More than one in
four--27 percent -- named
the economy and jobs as
the issue that will

A US Army soldier stands guard at the blast site of a destroyed sports-u
vehicle at the airport highway in Baghdad, on 27 Oct, 2004 TERNET

determine their vote on
Tuesday.

Twenty percent said
terrorism was their major
concern; 15 percent listed
Iraq and education.

Latino voters pre-
ferred Kerry, rather than
Bush, to deal with each of
the majorissues facing the
country.

The Democrat led
Bush as the candidate who
would do the better job of
dealing with the situation
in Iraq, where Kerry held
a 15 percentage-point
advantage.

Internet

. Three dead in
Fallujah strike

BAGHDAD, 28 Oct—Three people died in a US air
raid on the Iraqi city of Fallujah, west of Baghdad,
overnight, hospital officials said today.

"Three people have died," the city hospital's
Dr Ahmad Khalil said.

Theraid targeted a house in the Julan neighbourhood
which has been hit in earlier US operations.

Since October 14, US troops have encircled Fallujah,
where the military has repeatedly launched air strikes
and ground incursions.

Prime Minister Iyad Allawi said on Tuesday that
Iraq's interim administration had still not ruled out a
peaceful solution to the standoff between US troops
and the guerilla-controlled city of Fallujah.

Talks between the US-backed government and
delegates from the Sunni Muslim hotspot collapsed in
mid-October after Allawi ordered the city to surrender
suspected al-Qaeda-linked militants or face invasion.

Internet

China’s first higher education evaluation

One US soldier killed in suspected
Irag motorcycle bombing

BacHpAD, 27 Oct — A US soldier was killed and another wounded in a
suspected motorcycle bombing against their convoy in eastern Iraq, the

military said.

"A 13th Corps Support Command
soldier is dead and one is injured as the
result of a suspected motorcycle bomb
attack on their convoy near Sindiayah,"

.[i[%said in a statement, referring to a
il . . .
sthall town in the restive Diyala

Province.

The latest American death raised
the number of US military fatalities in
Iraq to 1,102 since the March 2003

The support command group created
headlines earlier this month when 18
soldiers refused to take a fuel convoy
from Tallil, a base in southern Iraq, to
Taji, north of the Iraqi capital.

Soldiers complained through family
members in the United States that the
trucks were poorly maintained and
insufficiently protected, making the
mission a "suicide" run through aregion

centre founded

Beuing, 27 Oct — An evaluation of the teaching quality in China's higher
education institutions will be conducted every five years, said Chinese Ministg
of Education Zhou Ji here on Tuesday while unveiling China's first highe
education teaching evaluation centre. =
the | qualified and unqualified,

notorious for roadside attacks on
convoys. Internet

invasion, according to Pentagon
numbers.

.

Asystem fortheannual | education at

release of data on teaching
was also instituted on
Tuesday. Rather than
ranking universities, the
evaluation aims to
publicize the "teaching
process," said Zhou.
Education departments
will join hands with
industry associations to

universities, said Zhou,
adding that the mechanism
combining professional
evaluation, certification
and certificate granting
will ensure quality
education.

The evaluation centre
will produce evaluation
reports with one of four

evaluate professional | grades: excellent, good,

S African businessmen seek
ways to develop tourism

Maputo, 27 Oct — A Southern African Tourism
Business forum, which gathers businessmen from this
regionincluding South Africa, Tanzaniaand Swaziland
was held in Maputo on Monday.

The objective of the forum s to identify opportunities
to form partnerships, and to seek the financial and
technical resources necessary to develop tourism in the
region.

Speaking at the opening of the forum, Mozambican
Minister of Tourism Fernando Sumbana said the
government now regarded tourism as a priority, and
believed that it could be a fundamental instrument in
eradicating absolute poverty in the country. He said
the authorities are also working with the private sector
to identify and remove obstacles to business
development, particularly in tourism. — MNA/Xinhua

Zhou said.

The centre will use some
traditional ~ appraisal
methods, suchas measuring
graduate employment rate,
and will review data on
teaching status submitted by
eachuniversity andoverrule
any fraudulent data.

Liu Fengtai, director of
the centre, said that with this
large- scale, recurring
evaluation practice, China
will establish institut-
ionalized evaluationsystems
toupgrade China'seducation
level.

MNA/Xinhua

An American soldier of the 101st Airbourne Division watches as the First

Battalion, The Black Watch, their vehicles mounted on US transporters, deploy

to an area south of Baghdad, on 27 Oct, 200TERNET

Japanese Government plans fresh help for quake-affected areas

Tokyo, 27 Oct —
Japanese Government set
out Tuesday fresh steps,
including a revision to a
disaster relief law, to help
survivors hit by a series of
deadly earthquakes in
Niigata Prefecture as
Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi visited the

disaster areas.

Chief Cabinet
Secretary Hiroyuki
Hosoda said that the
government will consider
a possible revision to the
law to help housing
repairs, and the gov-
ernment's science and
technology panel decided
to tap its funds for urgent
earthquake studies.

The current Disaster
Relief Law has often
barred victims from
getting benefits if their
houses were upright, even
after suffering damage
large enough that they
have to be rebuilt, the top
government spokesman
said at a Press conference.

"We need to deal with

the sufferers in a fine-
tuned manner," Hosoda
said. The law currently
provides residents up to 3
million yen (28,000 US
dollars) if their houses are
fully destroyed and 1
million yen if half-
destroyed by a natural
disaster.

MNA/Xinhua
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S media of overly
eir coverage

Lonpon, 28 Oct— The head of the BBC's news operations accused US media organizations
Tuesday night of being overly patriotic in their coverage of the lead-up to the Iraq war.

“Before Iraq, it seemed to me that some US news
broadcasters wrapped themselves in the flag and as a
consequence did not perform the role the public ex-
pects of them.” said Richard Sambrook, director of the
BBC’s global news division.

“Out natural instinct is to support our country. But
the responsibility of the news media is to ask the
difficult questions to press, to verify,” Sambrook said,
according to an advance copy of his speech to the
Columbia Journalism School in New York.

The New York Timesarlier this year acknow-
ledged it had failed to adequately challenge informa-
tion from Iraqi exiles who were determined to show
Saddam Hussein had weapons of mass destruction

Minister Tony Blair”’s government over its own cover-
age of the lead-up to the Iraq war.

The publicly funded broadcasters chairman and
director general were forced to resign after a judicial
inquiry into the suicide of David Kelly, a weapons
expert who was the source for a BBC report that the
government “sexed up” evidence of Iraqi weapons of
mass destruction. “We now know that all of us failed
to ask the right questions about WMD in advance of the
war.

Thatisn’tto say the war was wrong: each can make
their own mind up about that,” Sambrook said.

“But to do so they need accurate information,
evidence that has been tested. And if a news organiza-

overthrow him.

The BBC lost a high-stakes battle with Prime

tionimbues itself with patriotism, it inhibits itself from
asking some of those questions.”. — MNA/Reuters

Heartburn drugs linked to
increase pneumonia risk

CHicaco, 27 Oct— Widely used heartburn and

ulcer drugs can make people more susceptible {o™

pneumonia, probably because they reduce gern
killing stomach acid, Dutch researchers found in
study of more than 300,000 patients.

The highest risks oc-
curred with more power-
ful acid-fighting drugs
called proton pump inhibi-
tors, which are sold in the
United States under such
brand names as Nexium,
Prevacid and Prilosec.
Over nearly three years,
users of these drugs faced
almost double the risk of
developing pneumonia
compared with former
users.

Users of another class
of acid-fighting drugs that
includes cimetidine and
famotidine — sold in the
United States as Tagamet
and Pepcid — also faced
an elevated risk.

The study was led by
researcher Robert J.F.
Laheij at University Medi-
cal Centre St. Radboud in
Nijmegen, Netherlands,
and appears in Wednes-

day’s Journal of the
American Medical Assq
ciation.

The acid in normal
stomach fluids generally
killsharmful bacteria, sup-
pressing it with drugs to
treat heartburn and ulcers
may make the body more

Russian mily to test

k it
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Iragis lie handcuffed as US soldiers carry out a raid
on a house in Ramadi on 27 Oct, 2008v+ERNET

new-generation rocket booster

Moscow, 27 Oct— Russia’s military will test a
ew-generation rocket booster this week that could
_eventually be used to launch civilian cargoes into space,

ITAR-TASSiews agency said on Monday.

TASSquoted Defence Minister Sergei Ivanov as
reporting to President Vladimir Putin that a Soyuz-M2]
booster would blast off on Friday from the Plesetsk

~cosmodrome in northwest Russia.

Ivanov told Putin the new booster would initially
allow Russia to launch military satellites from
launchpads inside Russian territory, TASSeported. “If
the test is successful, the new booster will in future also
be used to deliver into orbit spacecraft with civilian,
scientific and commercial cargoes,” Ivanov said.

MNA/Reuterg

hospitable to such germs,
which may then infect the
lungs and cause pneumo-
nia, the researchers said.

These heavily pro-
moted medicines are
among the most widely
prescribed drugs world-
wide, with almost 13 bil-
lion US dollars in sales in
1998 alone, accordingtoa
JAMA editorial. Millions
of Americans take these
drugs, which are heavily
advertised in “ask your
doctor about ...” TV com-
mercials.

Phillipine Govt asks
Kuwait to reconsider
sending OFWs to Iraq

MaNILA, 27 Oct— The Philippines has asked Ku-
wait to hold the ban on overseas Filipino workers
(OFWs) seeking employment in Iraq until the coun-
try’s elections in January are over.

“We know it’s their prerogative (to lift the ban).
We don’t question that. But because of the experience
we had we are appealing to them to reconsider their
decision,” Foreign Secretary Alberto Romulo said.

Romulo noted that it is not the time to let Filipino
drivers and other OFWs to go to Iraq because the
situation is very fluid. “We just want to avoid this”.

MNA/Xinhua

Outsourcing becoming
strategic imperative for
European companies

BanGALORE, 27 Oct— Global sourcing is
becoming a strategic imperative with European
companies, according to information technology
major Wipro.

International Silk Road

Conference opens in Xi'an

Beuing, 27 Oct— The 3rd International Silk
Road Conference opened in Xi'an, capital of north-
west China’s Shaanxi Province and startingpoint
of the ancient “Silk Road,” on Tuesday with more
than 500 delegates from 12 countries discussing the
road ‘s reconstruction.

The  Bangalore-
headquartered company’s
global sourcing event
‘Strategym’ held in Lon-
donearlier this month con-
firmed the trend, a state-
ment said on Tuesday.

MNA/AP

More than 100 senior

management executives
from European end-user or-
ganizationsincludingindus-
try expertsexplored success-
ful global sourcing strate-
gies, the company said.
The event held on
October 14 covered key

T

L

learnings, best practices,
explored next steps in the
evolution of global
sourcing, and focused on
how organisations are us-
ing it as a strategic tool
to derive more value out
of their investments, it

The three-day confer-
ence — “Silk Road Reha-
bilitation and Road Infra-
structure Construction”
— is co-sponsored by the
Chinese Ministry of Com-
munications, the Interna-
tional Road Federation
(IRF) and the government
of Shaanxi Province.

Withahistory of more
than 2,000 years, the an-
cient Silk Road began in
Xi’an, passing through
south and central Asiaand
winding its way along the

east coast of the Mediter-
ranean Sea to Rome, with
atotal length of more than
7,000 km.

Chinese Vice-Pre-
mier Huang Jusentacon-
gratulatory letter to the
conference, saying that
using the ancient Silk
Road to promote regional
economic and cultural
cooperation and ex-
changes has become a
new task of the countries
along the road.

MNA/Xinhua

said.

Wipro said a survey
conducted at the forum
confirmed atrend amongst

Dalian Port sees drastic
surge in software export

DaLiaN, 28 Oct— Software export via Dalian

=g o

Children are led over bricks from their home

L

B
L

raid that destroyed one house and damaged three in the Iraqi city of Fall

on 26 Oct, 2004 .—INTERNET

European firms of plans
to exploit global sourcing
for multiple service lines.
74 per cent of the execu-
tives polled said their glo-
bal sourcing budgets
would increase this year
and 63 per cent were plan-
, following an overnight gining to leverage global
ljsdurcing for multiple ser-
vice lines. —MNA/PTI

Port, northeast China’s Liaoning Province, surged by
55 per cent year on year to hit 30.86 million US dollars
in the first three quarters this year, the latest statistics
have shown.

According to the Customs of Dalian, 49 software
enterprises exported their products via Dalian Port in
the first nine months.

Japan was the leading export market of Dalian’s
software products, taking in 93 per cent of the total
volume for the three-quarter period. Other export
markets included Singapore, the United States, Hong
Kong and Taiwan.—MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese, Russian officials discus

sister city cooperation

Beuwing, 27 Oct — Delegates from more than 30 Chinese and Russian cities gathered here on Tue
to discuss future cooperation between sister cities and agreed to promote multi- level exchanges.

On the third China-
Russia sister city meeting
which held here Tuesday,
delegates from the two
countries carried out warm
discussions on the
development of friendly
relations. Some cities also
formally established sister
city links during the
meeting.

Chen Haosu, Presi-
dent of the Chinese
People’s Association for
Friend-ship with Foreign
Countries (CPAFFC), said
that along with the
deepening of China-
Russia relations, the
cooperation and ex-
changes between the two
countries'cities are getting
more and more close.

At present, 66 pairs
of sister cities have been
established between
China and Russia. They
conducted fruitful co-
operationin various areas,
including economy,
science, technology,
culture and education.

He said the sister
cities of the two countries
have played an active role
in promoting mutual

under-standing  and
expanding  bilateral
cooperation.

During Russian
President Vladimir Putin's
China visit earlier this
month, he co-chaired a
symposium with Chinese
Vice-Premier Wu Yi on
the expansion of China-

Russia regional co-
operation.

"This fully demon-
strates that China-Russia
regional co-operation
becomes increasingly
vibrant, and plays an
important role in the
development of bilateral
relations," Chen said.

The developing
strategy of China's
western region and the
rejuvenation of the old
industrial bases in
northeast China has
provided new pos-
sibilities for the bilateral
regional cooperation, he
said.

Russian Ambassador
to China Igor Rogachev
said that during Putin's
visit to China,
representatives from more
than 60 Russian localities
had concrete exchanges
with Chinese regional
officials, which helped
consolidate and push

forward bilateral coopera-
tion in various fields.

As capitals of China
and Russia, Beijing and
Moscow set up sister city
linksin May 1995. Beijing
Vice-Mayor Zhang Mao
said that since then, the
twocities have cooperated
extensively in the fields
of culture, education,
public health, economy,
trade and city construc-
tion.

The two sides also
had positive cooperation
in the bid for holding
Olympic Games, Zhang
said. Moscow Vice-
Mayor M Men said the
partnership with Chinese
cities is a priority of
Moscow’s international
exchanges.

The first and
second China-Russia
sister city meetings were
held in Moscow in 1997
and 2002.

MNA/Xinhua|

A US Marine uses a mountain bike to move arogng

the Ramadi army camp on 27 Oct, 2004NTERNET

UN to increase security
for staff

Unitep NaTions, 27 Oct — In view of escalation in
attacks against its workers, the United Nations hag

German, French leaders urge
changes in Euro rules

BEerLIN, 27 Oct — German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder and French President Jacques Chirac made
joint appeal Tuesday for loosening the budget rules
guiding euro-member countries.

Speaking after their meeting here in Berlin,
Schroeder said that the EU pact to stabilize euro would
have to be changed and " growth must play a bigger
role."

Under the stability pact, public budget deficit of a
euro member country is not allowed to exceed 3 per
cent of GDP. However, due to economic difficulties,
both Germany and France will overshoot this year the
budget limits for the third straight year.

Chirac said that he supported Schroeder's proposals
which, among other things, would exclude from budget
limits state spending on research and development as
well as net contributions a country made to the EU
budget.

The German Chancellor also urged more cooperation
between the industries of the two countries, which
have been at odds over issues concerning business
take-over.

"I have an interest in stronger ties at the corporate
level," Schroeder said.

Meanwhile, a statement issued after the German-
French summit said that the two countries pledge to
play "an important catalyzing role in building the
European capability in the area of fast crisis reaction".

The German-French joint brigade should become
the core of a fast reaction force of EU and a EU military
cell inside the NATO headquarters should be
established by the end of this year, the statement said.

MNA/Xinhua

decided to strengthen the security of its staff an

Ugandan Police to recruit
1,000 constables

KawmpaLa, 27 Oct — The Uganda Police will recruit
1,000 constables starting November 22, this year in a
bid to increase its physical strength, reported state-
owned newspaper The New Visioon Tuesday.

"Our physical strength is not adequate and the force
continues to lose personnel. The drive is to cover loses
and wastages," Commissioner of Police in charge of
human resource management Chris Opio was quoted
as saying.

The Uganda Police has slightly over 13,000 officers
but loses about 500 annually through retirement and
others being discharged or dismissed for various
reasons.  Opio said the recruitment also aims at
improving the police-to-civilian ratio, currently
standing at one officer to 1,800 civilians, adding that
the United Nations recommends a 1:450 ratio.

Opio said applicants should be Ugandan citizens,
aged between 18 to 25 and must have A'Level (senior
middle school graduates with 13 years schooling)
certificates with two principle passes or its equivalent.

MNA/Xinhua

facilities at a cost of 97 million US dollars.

Out of the proposed
budget, the world body
plans to spend 35 million
US dollars to bolster the
safety of field offices and
about 28 million US
dollars on upgrade of
security at the UN
complex in New York,
pay for more security
officers and training and
M8 install new access
control measures.

The budget for similar
improvements at the eight
main UN officesisestimated
at 16 million for Geneva,
more than three million
dollars each for stations in
Nairobi, Santiago de Chile
and Addis Ababa; and more
thanonemilliondollarseach
for facilities in Bangkok,
Beirut and Vienna.

One-time expenditures
such as  physical
improvements to
buildings are expected to
total 29.6 million dollars.

Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, in a report, had
called for combining three
separate entities currently
responsible for staff safety
—the Office of the Security
Coordinator, the UN
Security and Safety
Services and the security

component of  the
Department of Peace-
keeping Operations — into
a new Directorate of
Security to be headed by an
Undersecretary—General
reporting directly to him.
The new Directorate will
assess threats and risk, and
provide common security
policies and standards
throughout the UN system.
Day-to-day decision-
making onsecurity matters,
meanwhile, will remain
with local offices.
MNA/PTI

Zambia to vaccinate 200,000
cattle againstFMD

Lusaka, 27 Oct — The Zambian Government will
vaccinate 200,000 cattle against foot-and-mouth
disease before the rainy season in December, local
newspaper The Posteported Monday.

Agriculture Minister Mundia Sikatana was quoted
as saying the veterinary department was containing the
disease which has so far taken a toll in southern and
central provinces.

He said the vaccination exercise was going on
smoothly although he could not give the exact number
of cattle that have so far been vaccinated.

Sikatana said 200,000 cattle in the affected areas
would be vaccinated before rains start because the
government wanted to ensure that they were fit to
plough.— MNA/Xinhua

b, =" .
An Iraqi boy rescues a destroyed bicycle from the debris of a destroyed building
in Fallujah, outside Baghdad, Iraq , on 26 Oct, 2004NTERNET
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Maung Maung Aye

The First China-ASEAN Seminar on Mass
Media Cooperation took place in Beijing in 2002.

Participants, only two from Myanmar including
myself, had not sufficient time to acquaint themselves
with others from ASEAN nations and China. One
reason was that it lasted just three days.

Despite the tight schedule, the organizers re-
served time for the participants to pay a visit to the
world-famous Great Wall and the Forbidden City in
addition to a call on the member of the Standing
Committee of Politburo of the Communist Party of
China Mr Li Peng in the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing. Before the participants got sufficiently ac-
quainted with one another they had to leave Beijing
looking forward to the second seminar proposed to be
held the next year in a capital of an ASEAN member
nation.

Participants from the Chines

proximity and similarities in culture
and traditions between China an
ASEAN member nations. They e
pressed their belief that the region
some 17 billion population could sg-
cure peace, security, cooperation a
prosperity through friendship and
understanding. This, they said, coul

eration.
\

A year passed but the second seminar did not
take place.

However in July 2004, I received the good news
that T was included in the Myanmar delegation as a
member to attend the proposed Second Seminar. This
time the Myanmar delegation would comprise three
with Managing Director of the News and Periodicals
Enterprise U Soe Win as the leader.

When I studied the programme of the Seminar,
I noticed the difference between the first and the
second seminars. The second seminar would be a
seven-day programme starting from Nanning, the capi-
tal of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region in the
People’s Republic of China, followed by a two-day
tour of Guilin, noted as the most beautiful tourist
attraction in China, and finally the flight to the capital,

side emphasized the geographichl

be realized through mass media coop-

J—.r.!"l :.Eﬁ\fﬂ"’i_}i

Pammpants of Second Chlna ASEAN Semlnar on Mass Medla Coopepaﬂerfor group photo MNA

Beijing. There, we would see the Great Wall, visit the
People’s Daily and call on Mr LiChangchun, member
of the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of
the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Com-
mittee and Mr Li Zhaoxing, Foreign Minister.

As we prepared for our flight to Nanning, we
found it difficult to choose the shortest possible route
to Nanning. Of course there was Yangon-Kunming
(Yunnan Province) flight on Wednesdays but there
would be no flight to Nanning from Kunming on 25
August when we were to check in there. So, we
rerouted our flight to Nanning via Bangkok and
Guangzhou, the capital of Guangdong Province, leav-
ing Yangon a day earlier. We left Yangon In-
ternational Airport for Bangkok by MAI flight at 7.40
am on 24 August. After a day-long flight we finally
arrived at Nanning. We were not alone to get there a
day earlier.

On the same flight were participants from Laos
and Cambodia. Friends from the People’s Daily were
expecting the Indonesian participants as well.

It was past 10 p.m. when we got to the Mingyuan
(Majestic) Hotel, the venue of the seminar. We noticed
that our Indonesian and Vietnamese friends had also
arrived. Though we arrived at the venue a day earlier,
everything was taken care of, accommodation, food—
every detail.

The following day, we were free almost the
whole day. So, we walked around in hotel area in
Nanning. The city was busy but clean. The traffic was
not heavy. There were construction sites here and
there, some nearing completion and some still in
progress. In the evening, all the participants were
present at the welcoming reception.

At 8.30 am on 26 August, Mr Wang Chen,
President of the People’s Daily met the delegation
heads from ASEAN Ten. This was followed by open-
ing of the seminar with the welcoming speech by Mr
Wang Chen at 9 am, as scheduled.

He recalled that in September 2002, the first
“China-ASEAN Media Cooperation Seminar” co-
hosted by the ASEAN Ten and the People’s Daily in
Beijing generated widespread influence and posi-
tively pushed forward exchanges and cooperation
between ASEAN countries and China.

He added “since the entrance into the new
century, we have formed a sound relationship where
mutual political trust and economic cooperation inter-
act positively with each other. Since the first China-
ASEAN Media Seminar, cooperation between the two

sides has developed very quickly. In November 2002,
China and ASEAN leaders signed the “Framework
Agreement on Comprehensive Economic Coopera-
tion between the People’s Republic of China and the
Association of South-East Asian Nations”, aiming at
establishing China-ASEAN Free Trade Area by 2010.
In October 2003, China joined “Treaty of Amity and
Cooperation in Southeast Asia”, and signed the “Joint
Statement between China and ASEAN Leaders”,
announcing the establishment of “Strategic Partner-
ship Facing Peace and Prosperity between China and
ASEAN.” Mr. Wen noted, “these moves signify anew
stage of bilateral relations”.

The whole day on 26 August the following
morning up to noon, altogether 29 speakers presented
-

ASEAN participants discussed
ways and means to face the chal
lenges and benefit from the opportu-
nities created by the ever advancing
Information Technology. They also
discussed increased exchange of vis
its of media personnel between Chinal
and ASEAN, gathering correct news
and information and dissemination
(of news about China and ASEAN.

their ideas and suggestions on realizing the objectives
through mass media cooperation between the media of
China and that of ASEAN member nations with “Peace,
Security, Cooperation, Prosperity” as the tenet and
“Coordinating Media Cooperation and Development
of 10+1 Free Trade Area” as the theme.

Participants from the Chinese side emphasized
the geographical proximity and similarities in culture
and traditions between China and ASEAN member
nations. They expressed their belief that the region of
some 17 billion population could secure peace, secu-
rity, cooperation and prosperity through friendship
and understanding. This, they said, could be realized
through mass media cooperation.

ASEAN participants discussed ways and means
to face the challenges and benefit from the opportuni-
ties created by the ever advancing Information Tech-
nology. They also discussed increased exchange of
visits of media personnel between China and ASEAN,
gathering correct news and information and

(See page 10)
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Commander attends opening of Commander’s Shield

Y ANGON, 28 Oct —
Chairman of Shan State
(North) Peace and
Development Council
Commander of North-
East Command Maj-Gen
Myint Hlaing attended the
ceremony to open the
North-East Command
Commander’s Shield

Volleyball Tournament

Women’s and Men’s
Volleyball Tournament at
Pyidaungsu Gymnasium
in Lashio on 26 October .
A total of 18 teams are
taking part in the
tournament which will last
up to 4 November.

In the afternoon,
the commander, together

with  Minister for
Commerce Brig-Gen Tin
Naing Thein, Minister for
Finance and Revenue
Maj-Gen Hla Tun and
Minister for Transport
Maj-Gen Thein Swe,
inspected 2.75 acres of
orange and tea
plantations and vegetable

patches.

At the coffee and
maccadamia nursery, Lt-
Col Myo Chit of the farm
reported on systematic
nurturing of the saplings.
They saw over thriving
Hsinshweli paddy at the
F-1 research plot.

MNA

Foreign Affairs Minister
sends felicitations to Turkey

YANOGN, 28 Oct — On the occasion of the
anniversary of the Proclamation of the Republic of
Turkey, which falls on 29 October 2004, U Nyan
Win, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Union of
Myanmar, has senta message of felicitations to His
Excellency Mr Abdullah Gul, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of Turkey. — MNA

F&R Minister inspects departmental
functions in northern Shan State

Y ANGON, 28 Oct —
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Maj-Gen Hla
Tun, accompanied by
Director-General of the
Customs Department Col
Khin  Maung Lin,
inspected its departmental
functions in northern Shan
State.

On 27 October, the
minister inspected the
functions of the Internal
Revenue Department of
Muse Township. He also

met with departmental
employees and spoke of
the need to take effective
measures for trade and
financial undertakings.
Next, departmental
officials reported on
progress of their tasks
being carried out and
future plans.

The minister also
visited the departments
under the ministry in
Hsenwi Township and
looked into  their

functions.

At Shweli Yadana
Guest House, the minister
met with departmental
staff officers and heard
reports. Later, the minister
urged officials concerned
to play a leading role in
the realization of
designated projects and
explained the importance
of uprightness and the
sense of duty in their
career.

MNA
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Minister for Finance and Revenue Maj-Gen Hla Tun inspects functions of
departments under the ministry in Shan Staté&z—

Sale of souvenirs to attract tourists

Y ANGON, 28 Oct—
The subcommittee for
souvenirs production and
sale held the meeting
2/2004 at the meeting hall
of the Ministry of

Minister for Cooperatives Col Zaw Min addresses 2/2004 meeting of souv
sales sub-committee on 27-10-2004e6PERATIVE

Cooperatives on
Bogyoke Aung San
Street here yesterday.
Chairman of the sub-
committee and Minister
for Cooperatives Col
Zaw Min attended the
meeting and delivered an
address.

Present at the
meeting were Director-
General of the Co-
operative Department U
Soe Win, Director-
General of Cottage
Industries Department U
Sein Than, Deputy
General Manager of the
Cooperatives Import and
Export Enterprise U Saw
Oo, members of the
subcommittee, the

coordinated

chairmen of the Central
Cooperative Society and
officials.

In his speech, the
minister said the prime
tasks of the subcom-

mittee are to ensure that
tourists can have an easy
access to the purchase
of Myanma souvenirs.
A stream of tourists will
come to Myanmar in
this open season.
Therefore, all necessary
steps are to be taken to
open one-stop souvenir
shops. The State can
earn foreign exchange
from the sale of
souvenirs to tourists. It
is also necessary to make
Myanmar famous for its
handicraft. Later, the
minister called for the
marketing of new
souvenirs that will attract
the tourists.

Next, departmental

officials reported to the
minister on tasks being
carried out by their
respective groups.

The minister also
attended a work co-

~ | Minister for Construction

L

ordination meeting
between Lacquerware
College and Weaving
Schools at the meeting

Building of Htanchaung Bridge in progress
i -

-

Minister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw Tun hears reports on construction of

] .

a
e T

Htanchaung Bridge on An-Padekyaw-Maei Road by an official.

YANGON, 28 Oct —

Maj-Gen Saw Tun and
Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Myint Thein
11r1"s ected progress in
uilding the An-
Padekyaw-Maei Road in
Rakhine State on 25
October.

They observed the
ground work, gravel

CONSTRUCTION

laying and building of
Daingchaung Creek
Bridge before arriving in
An. Inthe afternoon, they
inspected Htanchaung
Creek Bridge Project
where engineers briefed

them on progress of work
and future work
programmes.

The Htanchaung
Creek Bridge will be a

reinforced concrete
facility, installed with
steel frames. The bridge
willbe 100 feetlong when
completed. Seventy per
cent of the approach
structure on Maei bank
and 50 per cent of the
approach structure on An
bank have been
completed.

MNA

hall of the Cottage
Industries Department
in North Okkalapa
Township. In his speech
at the meeting, the
minister spoke of the
need for cooperation
between the schools and
local authorities for
intended student
enrolment, employment
of trainees at textile
factories, and the
opening of many voca-
tional training schools
for economic deve-
lopment.

MNA

Deputy Minister tours Mandalay Division

YANGON, 28 Oct —
Deputy Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation
Brig-Gen Khin Maung,
together  with  the
managing director of
Myanma Agriculture
Service and paddy experts,
inspected research paddy
plantation at Yezin
Agriculture Research
Departmenton 24 October.

Thedeputy minister
inspected paddy seeds at
the seed bank. He attended
the workshop onhighyield

paddy strains suitable for
plain regions.

On 25 October, the
deputy minister inspected
production process of bio-
super folio fertilizer. Next,
the deputy minister saw
over high yield paddy
plantations in Meiktila,
Wundwin and Thazi
Townships and gave
instructions on systematic
cultivation of paddy strains
which can yield 100
baskets and above peracre.
In Yamethin Township, he

viewed pollination of
Yezin-2 hybrid paddy
strain plantation.

On 26 October,
Brig-Gen Khin Maung
viewed thriving of paddy
plantations in Kyaukse
Township. He reported on
thriving of Yezin-2 hybrid
paddy strain to Chairman
of Mandalay Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Central Command Maj-
Gen Ye Myint.

MNA



Agriculture, livestock breeding, construction
in Yangon Division inspected

Commander Maj-Gen Myin

-

L e N I.l-l-. L
t Swe inspects Yangon Division Vegetable g

Poultry Farming Special Zone in Hmawby TownshiaxcoN coMMAND

YANGON, 28 Oct —
Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Yangon
Command  Maj-Gen
Myint Swe met with
national agriculturists and
breeders at Yangon
Division Vegetable and
Poultry Farming Special
Zone near Nyaunghnapin
Village in Hmawby
Township this afternoon.

At the meeting,
officials reported on land
preparation at the special
zones, breeding of broilers
and layers and cultivation
of vegetables. Depart-
mental officials also
submitted reports on
maintenance of roads,
construction of bridges,
water supply, communi-

cation system and power
supply.

The entrepreneurs
reported on their
requirements.

The commander
fulfilled the needs and
gave instructions to
officials.

On arrival at the
farmland of Yangon
Command near the
junction of Yangon-Bago
Six-lane Highway and
No 3 ighway in Balar
region, Maj-Gen Myint
Swe inspected thriving
high yield paddy
plantations on 83 acres of
land. The commander
gave instructions on
preparations to be made
for cultivation of summer
paddy after harvesting
monsoon paddy.

He instructed
officials to complete river
water pumping project
before summer paddy
cultivation season in Balar
region.

Afterwards, the
commander inspected
progress in building Balar
Bridge No 2 and arrange-
ments for construction of
tarred circular road.

Balar Bridge No 2
will be 65 feet long and 36
feet wide and it is of
reinforced  concrete
bridge. — MNA

nd.
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Buddhist devotees...

(from page 16)
the Buddha images. In the
afternoon, wutassociations
recited religious verses. At
night, the pagoda was
illustrated with multi-
coloured lights.

Likewise, members
of the Sangha adminis-
tered Desanas to the
congregation at Botah-
taung Pagoda in the
afternoon.

At Tooth Relic
Pagoda (Yangon), the
seventh Abhidhamma
Day was held at Gandakuti
Building this morning.
At 6 pm, well-
wishers offered 3,000 oil
lights to the pagoda.
Similarly, the Abhidham-
ma Day ceremony in
conjunction with the 9,000
lights offering ceremony
was held at Okkalapa
Pagodain South Okkalapa
Township in the evenings

yesterday and today.

At Lawka Chantha
Abhaya Labha Muni
Buddha Image, the
concluding ceremony of
reciting the Maha Pathana
Desanawas held. Officials
donated alms to 20
members of the Sangha.
The image was thronged
with pilgrims from dawn
to night.

At 2 pm, the Abhi-
dhamma Day Dhamma
Pujawasheldat Kaba Aye
Pagoda. Religious
associationsrecited verses
from Abhidhamma
Treatises.

A similar ceremony
was held at Shwephone-
pwint Pagoda.

The Abhidhamma
Day and Centennial Maha
Pavarana Ceremony of
Sudhamma Gana of
members of the Sangha

from Mingaladon, Hlegu

and Hmawby Townships
was held at Ayudiga
PyoUyin Monastery in
Pyinmabin  Village,
Mingaladon Township.
Present were Daw Khin
Than Nwe, widow of Lt-
Gen Tin Oo, USDA
members and local people.
Organized by Latha
Township USDA, the
ceremony to offer ‘soon’
to 450 members of the
Sangha of State Pariyatti
Sasana University was
held at Mogok Refectory
on Kaba Aye Hill,
attended by USDA CEC
member Minister at the
Prime Minister’s Office
Brig-Gen Pyi Sone,
Yangon Division USDA
Joint-Secretary U Tha
Win and officials. At
night, multi-coloured
lights were lit at the
government offices and
buildings, public apart-

ments and roads.
MNA

Abhidhamma Day ceremony held

YANGON, 28 Oct — Over 500
trainees led by Instructor Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Pafifiasami (Magadi-Thazi)
of the Basic Buddhist Culture Course
observed the Abhidhamma Day at
Maha Ordination Hall on Kaba Aye
Hill this morning. The trainees paid
homage to the Buddha image and paid

respects to the Sayadaw.

Next, the trainees participated in
the Abhidhamma Day ceremony by
shooting the questions on Abhidhamma
and by replying to the questions. Some
trainees recited Abhidhamma Gathas
and religious verses.
ceremony, Dr Myat Htut-Daw Thida
Shein and wellwishers served those
present with refreshments. — MNA

After the

Performing arts work committee,

sub-committees, team managers mee

YANGON, 28 Oct — The coordination meeting of
members of the work committee and sub-committees,
team managers from States and Divisions of the 12th
Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts
Competitions was held at No 1 Transit Centre
(Bayintnaung) this afternoon.

Atthe meeting, Chairman of the work committee
for organizing the Competitions No 3 Military Region
Commander Col Tint Hsan delivered an address. Those
present at the meeting discussed respective sectors of

the competitions.

Col Tint Hsanreviewed the proposals and attended

to the needs.

MNA

No 3 Military Region Commander Col Tint Hs
speaking at coordination meeting of Work Commit

sub-committees and team managengy—

Cooperative
Products
Exhibition
continues

Y ANGON, 28 Oct —
Cooperative Products
Exhibition continued for
the third day at the
Cooperative Trade Centre
(Saya San Plaza) here
today.

At the exhibition,
Star Motorcycles produced
by Pinnatha Cooperative
Society in Yenangyoung
Township attracts the
visitors. Moreover,
products from states and
divisionsincluding textiles
and garments, foodstuff
and domestic goods are
available there. There is
ano entrance fee to the
@ahibition.

MNA

Senior Officials Meeting of Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiatfve against

Trafficking continues for second day at Sedona Heteina

COMMIT Senior Officials Meeting continues

YANGON, 28 Oct — The
Coordinated Mekong
Ministerial Initiative
against Trafficking
(COMMIT) Senior

Officials Meeting, hosted

by Myanmar, continued
for the second day at
Sedona Hotel this here
morning.

Senior officials from

Myanmar, Cambodia and
Vietnam and officials of
UNIAP continued their
discussions on Regional
Plan of Action.

China, Laos, Thailand,
T 1

it ¥
Gem merchants examine uncut jade lots at Mid-year M

(News on page 11)— MNA

-  y

yanmar Gems Emporium.
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Prosperity through ...

(from page 7)

dissemination of news about Chinaand ASEAN. Both

sides also discussed the setting up of a common web-

site to make the voice of Chinaand ASEAN louder and
let the peoples around the globe learn about the region
and its peoples in true perspective. At the conclusion
of the seminar, the joint statement was worked out and
it was finally released on 31 August.

The points in the joint statement are as follows:

1. Establish partnerships between China and ASEAN
news media, and cooperate on information sharing,
photo swapping, technical cooperation, exchange
programmes, facilitating joint news coverage and
exchange of news footages;

2. Expand the media cooperation on the internet,
including the possibility of establishing a common
website featuring news from China and ASEAN;

.Programme exchange and joint programme
production between China Central Television
and National or other TV stations of ASEAN
countries;

4. Promote coverage on the China-ASEAN Expo and
economic cooperation programme and supporteach
other on reporting regional and international events
such as 2008 Beijing Olympiad.

The participants noted that this seminar is
continuing the work endorsed and initiated at the First

Seminar in Beijing 2002 and welcomed concrete steps

w

mass media. It was also stated in the joint statement
that the China-ASEAN Seminar on Mass Media
Cooperation is to be held annually in China and
ASEAN member countries alternately.

After the two-day seminar in Nanning, the
activities in Guilin and Beijing were most lively and
very close. More visiting cards were exchanged among
the ASEAN participants and the Chinese friends and
private as well as group discussions were held in an
informal manner at every opportunity.
Commemorative group photos were taken and
souvenirs exchanged thereby portraying the spirit of
the Ten Nations, one Community.

A concrete step scheduled to be taken as the
follow-up of the Second Seminar is the proposed
Workshop on Enhancing ASEAN-China Cooperation
through Information Media to be held in Indonesia
later this year with a view to exploring and establishing
a programme framework on the long-term
collaboration.

In my view, the Second China-ASEAN
Seminar on Mass Media Cooperation held under the
auspices of the ASEAN and the People’s Republic of
China has made an enormous stride to realize the
seminar objective—peace, security, cooperation and
prosperity—for the region through mass media
cooperation. The forthcoming seminars to be held
alternately in China and ASEAN members every year
will greatly contribute towards further promoting
cooperation among the media of the region for the

Cornerstone laid for new

hospital building in

Toungoo

YaNGoON, 28 Oct — Cornerstone laying
ceremony of a new extended building for an ear,
nose and throat specialist hospital was held on 26
October in the compound of the General Hospital in
Toungoo in Bago Division.

At the ceremony, Chairman of Bago Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of the
Southern Command Maj-Gen Ko Ko and officials
concerned drove the stakes.

YaungchiU Construction Co will construct
the new two-storey building at a cost of K 233.8
million. It will be 167 feet long and 54 feet wide.

The ceremony was also attended by Secretary
of Bago Division Peace and Development Council
Lt-Col Thein Lwin and departmental officials, Head
of Bago Division Health Department Dr Htay Aung,
the doctors and nurses of the hospital, members of
social organizations and guests.

After the opening ceremony, Dr Htay Aung of
Bago Division Health Department reported to the
commander on construction of the building.

Next, Commander Maj-Gen Ko Ko urged the
officials to finish the building on time and he also
fulfilled the needs for construction of staff quarter.

and efforts to enhance China-ASEAN cooperation in ' common good. MNA
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Agriculture, livestock breeding ~

tasks to be carried out ...

(from page 1)
The farm is being run on 150
acres of land with the aim of
disseminating agricultural and
breeding techniques to the pub-
lic as well as to the regiments
and units.

Atthe farm, various kinds
of plants like mango, pepper,
banana, pineapple, and teak,
pyingadoeare planted.

A total of 1,060 chickens
and 166 pigs are bred, and 6,456

units.

Leaving An on 27 Octo-
ber morning, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than, accompanied by
Brig-Gen Myint Soe of Taungup
and officials, inspected the con-
dition of An-Padan Road ses-
sionby car. Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than arrived back here in the
evening. — MNA

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
inspects multimedia class
rooms at An BEHS No 1 il

chicksand 116 pigletshave been
distributed to regiments and

Rakhine State— mna

YANGON, 28 Oct — The 12th Myanmar Tradi-
tional Cultural Performing Arts Competitions continued
for the 15th day today at the designated places.

Present on the occasions were member of the
Panel of Patrons for Organizing the Competitions Minis-

U Hta);'Lwin of Sagaing Division and troupe
participate in amateur level dohbet contestvina

ter for Culture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung, Vice-Chairman of the
Leading Committee for Organizing the Competitions
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Soe Win Maung, Chairman of
the Organizing Sub-committee Director-General U Kyaw
Win of the Fine Arts Department, officials and people
including tourists.

At the National Museum, 15 girls from States and
Divisions participated in the basic education level (aged
15-20) girls’ religious song contest. Likewise, 16 per-
sons from States and Divisions competed in the amateur
level (men’s) old/modern song contest. Chairperson of
the Panel of Judges Assistant Director (Music) Daw Tin
Tin Mya of Myanma Radio and Television, Secretary
Assistant Engineer Daw May Pyone Khaing and mem-
bers supervised the song contest. On 29 October morn-

ing, the professional level (women’s) classical song
contest and the basic education level (aged 15-20) boys’
classical song contest will be held.

At the Padonma Theatre, leader of the panel of
judges U Sein Ba Maw and members supervised the
dohbet contest. Eight troupes took part in amateur level
dohbet contest.

In the afternoon, six troupes participated in the
basic education level (aged 10-15) dohbet contest. On 29
October, the higher education level (men’s) team orches-

i i i
-—i—l— l
i“ ]-::‘T:_E...i\L i l i I
Maung Oo Mya Tun of Rakhine State taking par
higher education level mandolin contestvna

tra contest and amateur level (men’s) team orchestra
contest will be held.

At Kanbawza Theatre, 14 girls competed in the
basic education level (aged 10-15) girls’ xylophone con-
test. Next, six contestants participated in the higher
education level (men’s) xylophone contest. Leader of the
panel of judges U Yi Nwe and party supervised the
contests. Tomorrow morning, the professional level (wom-
en’s and men’s), higher education level (women’s) and

basic education level (aged 10-15) girls’ and boys’
Donmin contests will be held.

At the National Theatre, six contestants partici-
pated in the basic education level (aged 10-15) boys’
mandolin contest, five in the basic education level (aged
10-15) girls’ mandolin contest, three in the higher educa-
tion level (men’s) mandolin contest and one in the higher
education level (women’s) mandolin contest. Leader of
the panel of judges U Nyo Gyi and party supervised the
contests.

On 29 October, the professional level (men’s and
women’s) mandolin contest and the basic education level
(aged 15-20) girls’ and boys’ mandolin contest will be
held.—MNA

== - -
Ma Yu Phyu Aye of Shan State competes in basic
education level (aged 15-20) girls’ religious song
contest— MNA

743 local and foreign gem
merchants arrive

Laos, Vietnamese delegations arrive to attend COMMIT

tional Airport by Deputy
Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs U Maung Myint,

YANOGN, 28 Oct —
Laotian Minister for
Labour and Social
Welfare Mr Somphanh
Phengkhammy, Vice Min-
ister for Justice Mr Ket
Kiettisak and party and
Vietnamese Vice Minister
Lt-Gen Dr Le The Tiem of
the Ministry of Public Se-
curity, Vice President of
Women’s Union of Viet-
nam Ms Nguyen Thi Oanh
and party arrived here this
afternoon to attend the Min-
isterial Meeting for the
Coordinated Mekong Min-
isterial Initiative against
Trafficking (COMMIT In-
ter-Ministerial Meeting).

They were wel-
comed at Yangon Interna-

Deputy Minister for Social | Myint and officials of the
Welfare, Relief and Reset- | respective embassies.
tlement Brig-Gen Kyaw MNA

o d
e

Laotian and Vietnamese ministers and deputy minister being welcome

at the airport— Mna

YANGON, 28 Oct — A total of 743 gem merchants
—599 merchants from 192 companies of nine countries
and 144 merchants of 90 local companies— arrived here
to attend the Mid-year Myanma Gems Emporium 2004
held at Myanma Gems Emporium on Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road today.

The merchants viewed gems and jade lots dis-
played at the emporium from 9 am to 5 pm today. On 29
October, more local and foreign gem merchants are
scheduled to arrive here.

From 27 to 29 October, gem merchants will
observe gems and jade lots. Jade lots worth under 9,999
euro each at reserve price will be sold through tender
system on 30 October; the jade lots worth 10,000 euro
each and above at reserve price through competitive
bidding system on 31 October and 1 November; the gem
lots worth under 9,999 euro each at reserve price through
tender system on 2 and 3 November, the gem lots worth
10,000 euro each and above at reserve price through
competitive bidding and pearl lots worth 4,999 euro each
at reserve price through tender system on 4 November
and the pearl lots worth 5,000 euro and above at reserve
»cprice through competitive bidding system.

MNA
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TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE

SIAM PAN GROUP
PUBLIC COMPANY
LIMITED, acompany or-
ganized under the laws
of THAILAND, and hav-
ing its principal office at
488 Nakornsawan Road,
Bangkok 10300, Thailand
is the owner and sole pro-
prietor of the following
Trademark:-

rang
[

Reg.No. 4/2603/2004
Used in respect of:-

“Lubricants, lubricating
grease, lubricating oil, oil
treatment additives (non-
chemical), to motor-fuel”.

Any unauthorized use,
imitation, infringements
or fraudulentintentions of
the above mark will be
dealt with according to
law.

TIN OHNMAR TUN
B.A (LAW) LL.B,LLM(UK)
P.0. Box 109,Ph:248108/723043
(For Domnern Somgiat &
Boonma, Attorneys at Law,
Thailand)
Dated: 29 October 2004.
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Lad. o Bo138, Toerscho 2
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WYANMAR TRADENARS AHD
SATEMT LA FIEW
E-radl: prpi rpmaleelmm
T i PO Box £55
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TRADE MARK CAUTION

CHAMPAGNE
MOET & CHANDON,
a Company incorporated
in France of 20, avenue de
Champagne 51200
Epernay-France, is the
Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

T

» - 5
i
8%

Reg.No. 3513/1994
Reg.No. 4528/1999

inrespectof “Alcoholic be-
verages (except beers).,”
Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A,H.G.P.,D.B.LL
for CHAMPAGNE MOET &
CHANDON

P.O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 29 October 2004

Austrian Airlines
collects contact details
of passengers

VIENNA, 27 Oct— Aus-
trian Airlines is collecting
contact details of passen-
gers who may have been
exposed to bird flu on one
of its flights and will hand
over the list to health au-
thorities on Monday, the
airline said.

The European Commis-
sion said on Sunday two
birds of prey that were ille-
gally imported from Thai-
land were discovered by
Belgian Customs authori-
ties on October 18 and di-
agnosed as having been in-
fected with the bird flu vi-
rus. The birds were smug-
gled into the passenger
cabin in hand luggage on
the Austrian Airlines flight
from Vienna to Brussels.

"We are working on
completing the passenger
contact information,"
Austrian Airlines said ina
statement.

MNA/Reuters|

China’s imports of
natural rubber to rise

GuanczHou, 27 Oct — China’s natural rubber

demand will steadily increase over the coming yearg
and its imports of natural rubber will rise in the
next year, said an official with the China Chamber

of Commerce for Import and Export of Metals and

Mineral Products.
Zhou Chun, an official

from the chamber said at
the on-going 96th
Guangdong Trade Fair
that as the world’s largest
natural rubber consumer
and importer, China still
faces increasing domestic
demand due to its boom-
ing automobile industry,
which will drive imports
to a new high.

Animportantindustrial
material, natural rubber is
widely used in many
fields. In China, most natu-
ral rubber is imported for
making tyres. Chinamade
more than 4.4 million cars
in 2003, producing 40 per
cent more demand for
natural rubber.

Zhou said China’s tyre
industry is still running at
a very low level. As a re-
sult, more and more inter-
national giant tire produc-
ers haveinvested in China
and expanded their mar-
ket shares, producing a
surging demand for im-
ported natural rubber.

In addition, as the price
of China’s domestic natu-
ral rubber, which is even
higher than the world av-
erage, continues to rise,
more and more Chinese
companies choose to im-
port natural rubber, said
Zhou.

Customs statistics show
that in the first eight
months of this year, China
imported atotal of 800,000
tons of natural rubber, a4-
per-cent increase over the
same period of last year.
Most of the imports are
from Thailand, Malaysia
and Indonesia.

China has been the
world’s largest natural
rubber importer and con-
sumer since 2001.1In2003,
China consumed 1.8 mil-
lion tons of natural rubber
and produced 500,000
tons.

China can only produce
7 per cent of world’s total,
but consumes over 20 per
cent of world total.

MNA/Xinhua

ARRIVAL/CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “MAWLAMYINE” Voy No 108/N
of cargo carried on MV

Consignees

Higher trade growth predicted
in 2004 despite oil price hikes

GENEVA, 27 Oct — Despite high oil prices, the
volume of world trade by the end of 2004 is likely to
grow by 8.5 per cent in real terms over 2003, the World
Trade Organization (WTO) said Monday.

While the price increases for oil and other com-
modities may dampen growth in trade and overall
output in 2005, these effects are being outweighed in
2004 by vigorous trade expansion in many countries
and stronger than expected recovery in many others,
according to WTO statistics.

"Growth in world trade in 2004 will not be adversely
affected by higher oil prices to any great extent because
we are seeing good growth in trade and output in
China, Latin America and Africa," said WTO Direc-
tor-General Supachai Panitchpakdi.

"We have also seen stronger than expected eco-
nomic recovery in Japan. Strong demand is behind
rising prices for oil and other commodities and markets
appear to be handling this well," he said.

Figures in the WTO's latest annual report on Inter-
national Trade Statistics, parts of which are available
on the WTO web site from Monday, show that world
merchandise trade increased in nominal terms by 16
per cent to 7.3 trillion US dollars in 2003.

In real terms, merchandise trade grew by 4.5 per
cent in 2003, compared with 3 per cent in 2002 and a
decline in 2001, according to the report.

Statistics also show that trade in commercial serv-
ices grew by 13 per cent to 1.8 trillion dollars in

“Mawlamyine” Voy No 108/N are hereby notified that
the vessel has arrived at Yangon port on 30-10-2004 and

nominal terms. — MNA/Xinhua

will be berthing on about 31-10-2004 and cargoes will
be discharged into the premises of Myanma Port Au-
thority where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and
expenses and subject to the bye-laws and conditions of
the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11.30 and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No Claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

CONTAINER FEEDER SERVICE

MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE
Phone: 293147, 296507.295754

66% of Britons support
national ban on smoking

LonpoN, 27 Oct—
Nearly seven out of 10
Britons want to see smok-
ing banned in restaurants,
pubs and offices, accord-
ing to a poll published on
Tuesday.

Sixty-six per cent of
respondents to the ICM
poll, commissioned by the
Guardian newspaper, said
they would support a na-
tional ban on smoking in
allenclosed public places.

The government is
poised to introduce con-
trols but has been keen to
avoid being accused of
engineering a "nanny
state".

Yet 61 per cent of those
questioned said the gov-
ernment was justified in
regulating "for the benefit
of others" the country's
drinking, smoking and
gambling habits. Thirty-
five per cent said they op-

posed such government
interference.

In March, Ireland be-
came the first country to
bansmoking inrestaurants
and pubs. Since then sev-
eral countries, including
Norway and Malta, have
instituted similar bans.

The ICM poll also
showed 57 per cent of peo-
ple support the govern-
ment's plans to allow pubs
and clubs more flexible
closing times.

Ministers say relaxed
drinking laws will reduce
the amount of brawling
and other anti-social be-
haviour by preventing
nightspots from emptying
at the same time.

However, police have
warned permitting places
to open 24 hours a day
could spark a rise in vio-
lent crime.

MNA/Reuters|

Iran makes bid to accelerate
energy ties with China

TeHERAN, 270ct — Qil-rich Iran will in the next

few days make a bid to accelerate energy ties with

China.

Oil Minister Bijan
Zanganeh will lead a del-
egation to China, probably
on Wednesday night, Oil
Ministry sources said.

Another industry
source said the trip was
intended to make head-
way with China’s multi-
billion dollar deals to pur-
chase Iranian liquefied
natural gas (LNG).

Iran is already China’s
second biggest oil sup-
plier, providing 14 percent
of imports, and Chinese
companies have been
prominentinvestorsin the
underperforming oil in-
dustry of OPEC’s second
biggest producer.

Chinais the world’s sec-
ond biggest energy con-
sumer and the US Energy
Information Administra-
tion estimates Chinese oil
consumption will reach
12.80 million barrels per
day (BPD) in 2025 from
5.56 million bpd in 2003.

But the world’s most
populous country has to
weigh its voracious appe-
tite for the hydrocarbons
that fuel its runaway eco-
nomic growth against
Washington’s hostility to-
wards Iran. Iran denies US
charges that its nuclear

power station programme
is a smokescreen for de-
veloping an atomic bomb
but its nuclear dossier is
edging ever closer to the
UN Security Council for
possible sanctions.

EU diplomats in Iran
doubt energy ties will be
enoughtowinavetoatthe
UN Security Council from
China, the permanent
member which has least
exercised its veto. “I think
an abstention is most
likely,” one said.

Others agreed, seeing
China as unlikely to im-
peril its massive trade re-
lations with the United
States for the sake of Iran’s
oil and gas reserves, the
world’s second largest.

An abstention is not
regarded as a veto on the
UN Security Council.

Analysts have noted
that Chinese firms are
more wary than Europe-
ans about incurring US
wrath through the Iran
Libya Sanctions Act
(ILSA) over ties with the
Islamic Republic.

ILSA threatens penal-
ties, including denial of US
credit, for firms making big
investments in Iran’s oil
sector.— MNA/Reuters
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Pay-TV piracy causes huge losse

In Asia-Pacific region

Honeg Kong, 27 Oct — The cost of pay television piracy in the Asia-Pacific Region is predicted to ri
11 per cent from 874 million US dollars in 2003 to 970 million US dollars as estimated in 2004, a sur

showed.

The Cable and Satellite Broadcasting Association
of Asia (CASBAA) and CLSA Asia-Pacific Markets
(CLSA) announced here on Tuesday that piracy has
caused huge losses to all sectors of the Asia-Pacific
pay-TV industry, from platform operators to inde-
pendent suppliers of programming.

This is the second annual Asia-Pacific cost of pay-
TV piracy report covering all forms of cable and
satellite pay-TV piracy and spanning Hong Kong,
India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore,
South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand and Vietnam. The cost
to governments in lost taxes, licence fees and other
revenues is estimated to be at least 152 million US
dollars, according to PricewaterhouseCoopers, who
contributed to the report.

The survey showed that Hong Kong has suffered
a 66 per cent increase in revenues lost to pirated cable
subscribers, but the piracy cost associated with satel-
lite overspill has fallen by 16 per cent.

“Yet again the results are alarming,” said Simon

Twiston Davies, CEO of CASBAA. “Pay-TV piracy
in Asia-Pacific is not a matter of small-time individu-
als who make a part-time living from trading in pay-
TV decoders and smart cards. The culprits have direct
links to, and funding from, organized-crime syndi-
cates investing large sums of money in breaking
encryption systems and collecting illicit cable sub-
scriptions”.

“These characters are often involved in drug run-
ning and prostitution. In some markets these guys have
relationships with terrorists. The offenders are far
from nice people and the perception that pay-TV theft
and the theft of other types of intellectual property
rights is a victimless crime must be clearly rebutted,”
added Twiston Davies. The CLSA noted that the
global pay-TV industry is larger than the global re-
cording and filmed entertainment industries combined
in terms of revenue. It is vital that all industry partici-
pants in Asia join forces to address the problems and
overcome the challenges of piracy. —MNA/Xinhua

2SChina’s World Food
Prize winner honoured

B€ Beuing, 27 Oct — Chinese Vice-Premier Hui
€Yangyu met with China’s 2004 World Food Prize
winner Yuan Longping here on Monday, sending
the State Council’s greetings to him for his great
contributions in raising the nation’s rice yield.

Yuan, dubbed the “father of hybrid rice”, devel-
oped the world’s first hybrid rice variety in 1974,
increasing rice output by 15 to 20 per cent. He was
awarded a World Food Prize this month for his out-
standing work.

The Vice Premier thanked Yuan for his creativity
and perseverance in promoting scientific agriculture
and called on all researchers in the sector to learn from
him.

Hui noted that China’s agriculture and rural pro-
ductivity should rely on science, which is crucial in
building up modern agriculture, increasing farmer’s
income and promoting rural economics.

Hui also said China should work ceaselessly, go on
exploring, make bold innovations and scale new heights
so as to introduce breakthroughs in agriculture in
technology and grain breeding.

MNA/Xinhua

Thai-Malaysian Marine
police to conduct joint
security operations

Banckok , 27 Oct— Marine police from Thai-
land and Malaysia will conduct joint operations
next week to see a crackdown on insurgents arl
illegal drugs and weapons, th&hai News Agency
reported on Tuesday.

Under the joint plans,
Police Lieutenant Colonel

on illegal goods such as
drugs and arms, as well as

Thawatchai Saikrachang
from the Satun Marine
Police is to meet with the
head of the Perlis and
Keddah Marine Police
force on October 30, when
boats from the two coun-
tries will launch surveys
in the Andaman waters.
The Malaysian initia-

acrackdown oninsurgents
attempting to use maritime
routes to cross the border,
the report said.

Both sides have
pledged continued coop-
eration in the project,
which is in part intended
topreventinsurgents seep-
ing across into Thailand’s

Super market

chains thrive in

Greece

ATHENS, 27 Oct—The
super market-department
store sector is the third
largest business activity

dbased onits annual turno-

ver) in the local commer-
cial sector, a survey by
Stat Bank said on Mon-
day,.

The survey said that
total profits of the coun-
try’s 99 large super mar-
ket-department store
chains rose 18.4 per cent
in 2003.

.j_ﬂ'

T

A customer bug/a slice of pizza on 27 Oct, 2004. Britain's biggest-selling
newspaper said that Arsenal full-back Ashley Cole was responsible for throwing a
piece of pizza that it claimed hit Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson.

INTERNET

Enterprises in the sec-
tor were steadily increas-
ing their profitability in
the last three years, the
survey said

PrAGUE, 27 Oct —

Czech Customs seized large amount of heroin

Czech Customs officials confiscated tens of kilos of

heroin lately, thus completing the Salvej ( Sage) operation, which lasted over
a year, Jiri Bartak, the spokesman for the Customs Authority said Tuesday.

tive, aimed atboosting se- | three southernborder prov-
curity in the joint border | inces.
area, will see aclampdown MNA/Xinhua

Major super market
chains dominate the

Customs chief says Thailang
can control oil smuggling

BANGKOK, 27 Oct— Director-General of the Cus-
toms Department of Thailand, Sathit Limpongpan,

sector, with the seven
jmost profitable compa-
nies accounted for
around 70 per cent of
total net profits of the
sector, it said.
MNA/Xinhua

At last weekend, the police arrested
two chief organizers of an international
drug-dealing gang, Bartak said. Details
will be disclosed at a Press conference on

Wednesday, he added.

“It was a year-long operation under
the covername Salvej. Within the seizure
operation, several dozen kilos of heroin
were seized,” Bartak said. “I cannotelabo-

rate on the quantity.

he added.

Those who worked on the case will
speak up at the Press conference tomor-
row.” The operation clamped down on
drug smugglers and dealers. It involved a
number of further police raids, Bartak
said. Bartak said that the group of drug
dealers was international. “People of
various nationalities were involved,”

MNA/Xinhua

insisted that the problem of oil smuggling was under
control, revealing that the military would be called in
to help suppress cross-border oil smuggling from next
month.

Sathit admitted that the global oil price crisis had
precipitated a rise in attempts to smuggle oil into the
country, the Thai News Agenagported on Tuesday.

Nonetheless, he stressed that the Customs Depart-
ment was liaising closely with the Excise Department to
step up security measures, while the marine police and
Navy were helping prevent smuggling at sea. Revealing
that the Customs Department and other agencies had
already made advance forecasts of the oil smuggling
situation, he said that as a result they had been able to draw
up detailed suppression plans, ensuring that the smuggling

Aletter of intent for the
approximately 300 million
yuan (about 36.3 million
US dollars) project was
signed between the US-
based retailer and a Chi-
nese commercial company,
namely Shenzhen Guotou
Commercial Properties
Company, ataninvestment

situation could be kept under control.—MNA/Xinhua

fair being held in this fa-

mous Chinese tourism city
on Tuesday.

Construction on the
shopping centre, a five-
storied building with afloor
space of some 55,000
square metres, is scheduled
tobegin early next yearand
open within two years.

This will be the first
Wal-Mart  store in

Hangzhou City and also the
first in Zhejiang Province,
according to a source with
the government of Xihu
(West Lake) District of
Hangzhou, where the Wal-
Mart store will be located
Wal-Mart has opened
39 outlets in 19 major Chi-
nese cities, including
Shenzhen, Beijing, Harbin

Wal-Mart to enter east China scenic city

HanezHou, 28 Oct — Wal-Mart, the world’s top retailer, is going to open a large shopping centre in
Hangzhou, a scenic city and capital of east China’s Zhejiang Province.

and Nanjing, in the past
eight years since 1996. The
retailer has employed more
than 20,000 people in
China. Wal-Martboasts the
largest revenues among its
peer companies, and it
topped the global Fortune
500 from 2000-2003, with
a total of 1.5 million em-
ployees. — MNA/Xinhua
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LoNDoN, 27 Oct — Middlesbrough's
Mendieta has been ruled out for up to
damage.

Mendieta requires surgery on an
The 30-year-old was injured afterac
"It's an absolutely devastating blow,
"It's a sad loss for us and we wish h

get him back. "I do feel sorry for him

Mendieta needs surgery for knee injury

injury sustained on Sunday against Portsmouth, Middlesbrough
said on their official website on Tuesday.

Patrik Berger in the 38th minute of the 1-1 draw at the Riverside.
football club," said Middlesbrough manager Steve McClaren.
and a speedy one. It's going to be a long haul, nine or 12 months to
loves playing football and to deny anyone that is very hard."
Mendieta joined Middlesbrough in August 2003. He soon

established himself in the first team and helped them to win last
season's League Cup. — MNA/Reuters

Spanish midfielder Gaizka
a year with knee ligament

anterior cruciate ligament Bayern drew level with

VB Stuttgart on 20
points, just one behind
Wolfsburg, but remained
third on goal difference.

Pizarro showed he has
lost none of his poaching
instincts with both goals
coming from close range,
the first from a pass by
Bastian Schweinsteigerin
the 24th minute and the
second on the stroke of
halftime off an Owen

hallenge with Portsmouth's
not just for him but for this
im a 100 per cent recovery

because he's a player who

" '“F-Iqb -
Manchester United’s Wayne Rooney (L) fights f

Deportivo beat Cerceda 2-0

MabriD, 27 Oct — Deportivo Coruna striker Diego
Tristan continued his impressive return to form by
scoring both goals in the 2-0 victory against fourth
division Cerceda in the first round of the King's Cup on
Tuesday.

Tristan, who got the equalizer in the 1-1 draw at
Malaga on Saturday shortly after returning from a
lengthy injury lay-off, opened the scoring when he
drilled the ball in on the turn from the edge of the area
midway through the first half.

Both sides were reduced to 10 men after half an hour
when Depor midfielder Sergio and his opposite number
Nacho were involved in a minor scuffle but Tristan put
the result beyond doubt when he headed his second
goal eight minutes from time.

A shadow Real Madrid side, led by strikers Michael
Owen and Fernando Morientes, take on modest neigh-
bours Leganes and Osasuna visit another third division
side Castellon in Tuesday's late matches.

Holders Real Zaragoza, who claimed a dramatic
extra-time victory over Real Madrid in last year's final,
face a tricky game at second division Gimnastic on
Wednesday when league leaders Barcelona visit third

division Gramenet. — MNA/Reuters

ald

Hargreaves free kick.

Bayern coach Felix
Magath, who is missing
several players through
injury, including
playmaker Michael
Ballack, was full of praise
for Pizarro in only his
third match for Bayern
this season.

“Without him, there’s
no one who can hold the
ball and draw defenders.
We play much better with
him,” Magath said.

Wolfsburg coach Erik
Geretsrecognized his side
had been a clear second
best.

Stuttgart have the
chance to go top if they
get at least a point from
their match against cham-
pions Werder Bremen in
the highlight of Wednes-
day evening’s action.

Hanover 96 climbed to
fourth with a 3-1 home
win over Kaiserslautern,
a defeat that left the visi-
tors rooted to the bottom
of the table.

Kaiserslautern chair-
man Rene Jaggi said after
the match that coach Kurt
Jara would remain in
place at least until Sun-
day, despite mounting
pressure.

It was Hanover’s fifth

Bayern Munich beat Wolfsburg 2-0

BerLiN, 27 Oct— Bayern Munich reined in Bundesliga leaders Wolfsburg
on Tuesday with a 2-0 victory, courtesy of a double strike from Peruvian
striker Claudio Pizarro in his first match in a month.

straight win, but perfec-
tionist coach Ewald
Lienen felt his side had
fortune in an finely bal-
anced match.

“I was pleased with us
going forward. What I
didn’t like was that we
had problems in defence,”
he said.

VfL Bochum and
Borussia Dortmund each
gained their second vic-
tories of the season.

Bochum, following
four consecutive defeats,
beat Borussia
Moenchengladbach 3-0,
helped in part by the dis-
missal of
Moenchengladbach’s
Jeff Strasser just before
the hour mark.

Some of the visiting
fans stayed at the end, de-
manding words with
coach Holger Fach.
Moenchengladbach have
lost their last two matches
in the absence of striker
Oliver Neuville, banned
for steering the ball into
the net with his hand nine
days ago.

Bochum coach Peter
Neururer meanwhile rec-
ognized his players had
been nervous at the start
before growing in confi-
dence after the break.

the ball with Arsenal's Sol Campbell. Arsenal

manager Arsene Wenger criticized United's ap}

proach during their controversial win at Old
Trafford last weekend-INTERNET

Burnley sink Aston Villa 3-1

Michael scores his third
goal in three games

MADRID, 27 Oct — Real Madrid striker Michael
Owen scored his third goal in three games when he
helped his side to a 2-1 win over third division neigh-
bours Leganes in the first round of the King's Cup on
Tuesday.

Fellow striker Fernando Morientes, getting his first
start of the season, put Real ahead in the 19th minute
when he poked the ball home on the rebound after an
Owen volley.

The England striker, who got the winners in Real's
1-0 victories against Dynamo Kiev in the Champions
League and Valencia in the Primera Liga, made it 2-0
early in the second half as he steered the ball in after a
neat pass from Morientes.

ButReal had to endure anervous finale after Leganes
pulled one back with a superb Dani Ruiz free kick in
the 56th minute.

Deportivo Coruna striker Diego Tristan continued
his impressive return to form by scoring both goals in
the 2-0 victory against fourth division Cerceda a game
which saw both sides reduced to 10 men after 30
minutes. In Tuesday’s other match, Primera Liga side
Osasuna managed to squeeze through with a 4-2 vic-
tory on penalties against third division Castellon after
the game ended 0-0.

Holders Real Zaragoza, who claimed a dramatic
extra-time victory over Real Madrid in last year's final,
face a tricky game at second division Gimnastic on
Wednesday when league leaders Barcelona visit third
division Gramenet.

A much-changed Man-
chester United side won
3-0 at Crewe Alexandra,
Liverpool beat Millwall by
the same scoreline and
there were also victories
for Portsmouth and Not-
tingham Forest.

Villa, five-times League
Cup winners, fell behind
to Burnley after 10 min-
utes when Graham Branch
scored for the hosts.

David O'Leary's team
rarely threatened to equal-
ize and, after Villa goal-
keeper Thomas Sorensen
saved a  penalty,
Mohammad Camara
scored following a short
corner routine to double
Burnley's advantage.

Colombia striker Juan
Pablo Angel got a goal
back for Villa with a
header nine minutes from
time butJean-Louis Valois
made the game safe for
Burnley in the dying
minutes.

Manchester United,
showing 11 changes from
the side that started Sun-

MNA/Reuterq

day’s league victory over

champions Arsenal, eased
past Crewe in the first
competitive match be-
tween the near neighbours,
which pitted English soc-
cer's two longest-serving
managers in  Alex
Fergusonand Dario Gradi.

United took the lead
after only 10 minutes
through Alan Smith who
was set up by his fellow
striker Louis Saha.

Crewe held their own
until 12 minutes into the
second half when Ireland
midfielder Liam Miller
grabbed his first goal for
United, and the Premier
League side added a third
through a Steve Foster
own goal just before the
hour mark.

Liverpool, record seven-
times League Cup winners,
took the lead at second di-
vision Millwall on 17 min-
utes when midfielder Salif
Diaorammed the ballhome
from 10 metres after a cor-
ner.

Last season’s FA Cup
runners-up fell further be-
hind midway through the

Lonpon, 27 Oct — Aston Villa lost 3-1 away to second division Burnley i
the League Cup third round on Tuesday as the top Premier League clubs max
their first appearance in this season’s competition.

second half following a
mistake by goalkeeper
Graham Stack, Liverpool
striker Milan Baros turn-
ing the ball into an empty
net, and the Czech striker
added a third in stoppage
time.— MNA/Reuters

Dortmund won 1-0 at
Hertha Berlin thanks to a
hJan Koller header and
drew level with Hertha
on 11 points, just behind
them in 11th position on
goal difference.

"It's a first step, but a
very important step... The
team showed real charac-
ter today," said Dortmund
coach Bert van Marwijk.

MNA/Reuters

Two-time bronze medallist Fumie Suguri , pictured,

==

and former Canadian champion Cynthia Phaneuf
will be looking for strong showings at this week's
2004 Skate Canada everiINTERNET



“Prithvi IlI” test-fired successfully

BaLasore, 28 Oct — India Wednesday test-fired a modified nava

version of the surface-to-surfacérithvi

missile with defence scientists claim

ing that the launch had achieved all operational parameters to perfection.

The indigenously developed me-
dium range missile, launched from the
Integrated Test Range (ITR) at
Chandipur-on-sea, about 15 kilometres
from here had arange of 300 kilometres.

With the launching of the naval
version of the Prithvi lll missile, India, it
appears, wants to induct both the Indo-
Russian supersonic cruise missile
Brahmosis well as the sub-sonic Prithvi
for its new range of indigenous war-
ships.

Thelaunch was tracked by several
ground stations, including down range
stations. DRDO chief Mr M. Natarajan
and scientists who designed the missile,
witnessed the test launch.

The missile and its sub-system,
being developed under the project name

K-15, had to undergo a rigorous check
up before the actual trial took place,
DRDO sources said.

This is for the first time that the
missile, which has capability to be
launched underwater, was put to trial
from an artificially made water base
with the help of a specially designed
canister, they said.

The single stage ballistic missile
could be launched from either a ship or
submarine and way capable of destroy-
ing land targets.

The missile, about 8.5 metres high
and one metre in diameter with latest on-
board computer and internal navigation
system, could use both solid as well as
liquid propellant.

MNA/PTI
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Singapore urges countries to work

together

SINGAPORE, 28 Oct
— Singapore on Tuesday
called on countries to work
together to develop and
deploy biometric or e-
passports, and enhance
controls at borders.

“One such strategic
effort which countries can
work together on is to ur-
gently develop and deploy
biometric passports and
thereby enhance passport
controls and border sur-
veillance. Todo this mean-
ingfully, we need to es-
tablish common security,
biometric and operating
standards quickly,” Home
Affairs Minister Wong
Kan Seng said at the Asia

Second Japan-ASEAN security symposium
opens in Singapore

SiNeaAPORE, 28 Oct — Singapore on
ASEAN security symposium, which is

Wednesday hosted the second Jap
convened by Japan Institute of Inter

national Affairs and the Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies.

Speaking at the opening of the
symposium, Singapore Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs Zainul Abidin
Rasheed stressed the need for the Asso-
ciation of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) and Japan to deepen their
cooperation in the face of challenges
posed by global terrorism.

He said that global terrorism is a
common threat and challenge faced, not

The war against terror is not some-
thing that a single country or a single
region can deal with on its own, he said,
adding thatit will require a global, multi-
pronged and multinational approach.

“There must be collaboration
between nations and regions. In this re-
gard, it is important that ASEAN, to-
gether with Japan and our other partners,
sustain and further intensify the momen-

Integrated Circuit (IC)
Card Forum here. He said
that only by maximizing
interoperability will they
achieve the full efficiency

ABnd security benefits of a
biometric traveller identi-
fication system across all
countries.

On Singapore’s
part, he said that
Singaporeans are likely to
get new biometric pass-
ports by the end of next
year, in time to meet the
new US immigrationrules
in October.

The minister said

for biometric

that the island state will
host interoperability test-
ing for e-passports next
month, and that the Changi
Airport will also carry out
a demonstration project
for seamless passenger
travel, namely the Fully
Automated Seamless
Travel (FAST) system.

passports

the founding members of
the Asia IC Card Forum,
which seeks to address
interoperability issues in
the region as well as to
facilitate research and
standardization of IC card
technology and public au-
thentication infrastructure
to support mutual secured

China, Japan, South | authentication.
Korea and Singapore are MNA/Xinhua
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1st Waning of Thadingyut 1366 ME

Y ANGON, 28 Oct —
Buddhist devotees in the
Union of Myanmar
performed meritorious
deeds at religious sites
peacefully on Abhi-
dhamma Day today and
Fullmoon Day of
Thadingyut.

Famous pagodas in
Yangon City —
Shwedagon, Sule,
Botahtaung, Kaba Aye,
Tooth Relic, Meilamu,
Shwephonepwint,
Kyaikkasan, Okkalapa,
Kyaikkaloh and
Kyaikkale in Mingaladon
Township, Thadukan and
MyoU in Shwepyitha
Township, Koedatgyi,
Chaukhtetgyi, Ngadatgyi,
Lawka Chantha Abhaya
Labha Muni Buddha
Image in Insein
Township— were
crowded with devotees
and pilgrims from the
dawn to the evening.

*NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR
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A stream of monks and people go to Shwe(.iagon Pagoda for paying homage

Friday, 29 October, 2004

I

on Fullmoon Day of Thadingyut .

water and fruits to the

They paid homage pilgrims. At Shwedagon | Abhidhamma, organized | religious associations and | organized the ceremony

to the pagodas, recited | pagoda, practised | Pagoda, the ceremony to | by the pagoda board of | officials. to offer flowers, lights,
Maha Pathana Desana, | meditation and donated | recite verses from the | trustees, was held at the Similarly, Sule | water and joss sticks to
offered flowers, lights, | refreshments to the | seven treatises of | prayer hall. Present were | Pagoda Board of Trustees (See page 9)

Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo inspects main | £
embankment and storage of Mone Creek Dam in Sedoktara Township

Jade to be sold in kyat at Jade Mining

AGRI & IRRI

Y ANGON, 28 Oct—
Maj-Gen Htay Oo,
Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation,
accompanied by
Chairman of Magway
Division Peace and
Development Council Col
Phone Maw Shwe,
Director-General U Kyaw
San Win of Irrigation
Department, Director-
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General U Win Shwe of
Water Resource
Utilization Department
and officials, inspected
functions of Mone Creek
Multi-purpose  Dam
Project being
implemented on Mone
Creek in Sedoktara
Township on 25 October.

The minister heard
reports on construction of
the spillway, diversion
tunnel and the tunnel for
the hydel power station.
Next, the minister
inspected the main
dam, storage of water
and the main embank-
ment measuring 6,490
feet long and 200 feet
high.

Maj-Gen Htay Oo
saw over construction

tasks at the project site.
He then inspected the
water supply building, the
outlet of the feeder canal
and the Mone Creek Hydel
Power Station.
Secretary-General
of the Union Solidarity
and Development
Association Minister Maj-
Gen Htay Oo met USDA
members of Sedoktara
Township at the hall of
the projectand urged them
to participate in regional
development together
with local people and to
make efforts
for achieving success
in implementation of
the seven-point policy
programme of the
State.
MNA

Division (Lonkhin), Phakant Township

YANGON, 28 Oct —Myanma Gems Enterprise of the Ministry of Mines
will sell the uncut jade lots in kyat at Jade Hall in Lonkhin Jade Mining Division
in Phakant Township from 13 to 16 December through competitive bidding in
accord with prescribed rules and regulations.

Gems merchants will be allowed to view and examine the jade lots from
10 to 12 December. Payment for jade lots is to be put into a bank account of
Myanma Economic Bank. Merchants are permitted to carry the purchased jade
lots to Yangon and Mandalay only under the supervision of the committee
concerned.

The sales of uncut jade lots aims at enabling the companies that are
jointly doing business with the government to generate their incomes swiftly,
boosting the jade trading in the region in accord with rules and regulations of
MGE, enabling the gems entrepreneurs to obtain the uncut jade so as to produce
polished jade. Moreover, it also aims at curbing the smuggling of jade out of
the country. Besides, after cutting the uncut jade bought in kyat, merchants can
sell the quality jade in foreign currency at the Myanma Gems Emporium which
will be held in March.

Contact is to be made with Myanma Gems Enterprise (Head Office)
Yangon; the Jade Mining Division (Lonkhin) and the Jade Mining Divisions
(Camp Office) in Myitkyina and Mandalay for registration to attend the sale and

 to obtain applications. — MNA




