
Subhasita ca ya vaca, to have words well spoken; this is the way to auspiciousness.

Established 1914

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace

and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity

and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round

development of other sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in

terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

YANGON, 21 Aug—Copies of Pali-Myanmar

dictionary (Tipitaka) were donated to the Ministry of

Religious Affairs at a ceremony held at Maha Nayaka

Building on Kaba Aye Hill here this morning.

Daw Mya Mya San, wife of the Vice-Chairman of the

State Peace and Development Council Deputy Com-

mander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief

(Army), attended the ceremony and offered Tipitaka Pali-

Myanmar dictionary volume-1 to the Vice-Chairman of

the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee and Sayadaws.

Also present on the occasion were Minister for Reli-

Daw Mya Mya San attends ceremony to donate copies of
Pali-Myanmar dictionary to Religious Affairs Ministry

Daw Mya Mya San, wife of Vice-Senior General Maung Aye, shares merits for donation of Pali-Myanmar Dictionary to Ministry of Religious Affairs.—  MNA

gious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung, Deputy

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko, Adviser U Arnt

Maung, directors of the departments under the ministry,

officials and wellwishers.

Vice-Chairman of the SSMNC Agga Maha Pandita

Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Pyay Zawtikayon

Pali Tekkatho Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kundala Joti invested

the congregation with the Five Precepts.

Thingangyun Township Ponnya Neinmitayon

Shwethuwun Monastery Sayadaw Agga Maha

Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Bhaddanta Saddhiya supplicated

on the purpose of the donation and future plans.

Led by Daw Mya Mya San, the minister, the deputy

minister and wellwishers offered copies of Pali-Myanmar

dictionary volume 1 and alms to members of the Sangha.

The minister accepted 1,000 copies donated by U Kyaw

Nyunt-Daw Than Myint and family.

Sayadaw Bhaddanta Kundalajotika delivered a sermon,

followed by sharing of merits gained.

Those wishing to donate Pali-Myanmar dictionaries may

dial telephone No 660843, 650007 or 660766.

 MNA

Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung addresses coordination meeting of Ministry of Industry-1.— INDUSTRY-1
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Ministry of Industry-1 holds coordination meeting
YANGON, 21 Aug — The

Ministry of Industry-1 held

the meeting to review works

in the first four-monthly

period and to coordinate

implementation of the aims

in the second four-monthly

period at the training hall

of the ministry this morn-

ing, with an address by

Minister for Industry-1 U

Aung Thaung.

Also present were

Deputy Ministers for Indus-

try-1 Brig-Gen Thein Tun

and Brig-Gen Kyaw Win,

directors-general and man-

aging directors of depart-

ments and enterprises, di-

rectors, general managers,

factory managers and offi-

cials.

Speaking on the occa-

sion, the minister said that

the Ministry of Industry-1

carries out not only produc-

tion tasks but also distribu-

tion ones. Especially, the

ministry manages distribu-

tion of quality products to

the people at a reasonable

price at Win Thuza

Shops and mobile outlets.

As such, factory managers

are to supervise basic

needs of their factories and

manufacturing of quality

products to meet the target.

And then, service personnel

are also to train themselves

  (from page 8)
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PERSPECTIVES

Save fuel and electricity for
national development

The State Peace and Development Coun-
cil is trying its utmost for equitable develop-
ment of regions in the country. In carrying out
development undertakings all over the country,
the Government has been spending a large sum
of money on these undertakings.

The State is making systematic arrange-
ments in implementing development projects
and paying serious attention to practising thrift.
At such a time, all the people are to follow the
rules of thrifty methods because it is a good
practice for national development.

As regards saving fuel, the State desig-
nated Sundays of the second and last weeks of
every month as dry days starting from 29 Sep-
tember 2002. As a result, 16,000 gallons of pet-
rol and about 7000 gallons of diesel can be saved
in a month.

There are about 500,000 vehicles and mo-
tor cycles registered throughout the country.
Saving of one gallon of fuel per vehicle per
month will enable the nation to save about six
million in FE and  as a result, a major bridge
across the Ayeyawady River can be built.

In using electricity, departments  and all
the people are to make sure that electricity
supplied by the power plants built by the State
is used effectively and systematically. Efficient
use of electricity will benefit not only an indi-
vidual but also the whole nation.

If there is enough daylight in offices of
the respective departments, it is necessary to
use the daylight as the main source of light and
one should use the least possible amount of elec-
tricity only if there is not enough natural light.
One and all should take care that electricity is
not wasted.

There are about 500,000 households us-
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a four-
foot fluorescent lamp every day by each house-
hold amounts to saving power that is equal to
the capacity a 20-megawatt power station can
supply. The surplus electricity resulted from
practising thrifty methods can be supplied to
other regions and factories and workshops in
the industrial zones where electricity is needed.

At a time when strenuous efforts are being
made for national development, service person-
nel and the people will have to practise thrifty
methods as a national duty and all are urged to
save electricity and fuel as much as they can.

* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire

Navigational stations
launched for safety of vessels

Advertising Division
(Mandalay Branch) opens

YANGON, 21 Aug — The Advertising Division

(Mandalay Branch) was opened on 15 August 2004 for

those wishing to place their advertisements in Myanma

Alin, Kyemon and the New Light of Myanmar dailies

published by the News and Periodicals Enterprise. Those

who wish to put their advertisements or supplementary

advertisement sheets may contact Mandalay Sub-Print-

ing House between 20th and 21st Streets and 82nd and

83rd Streets in Aungmyaythazan Township, Mandalay,

(Tel: 02-32729 or 02-39935).

   MNA

YANGON, 21 Aug—The Ayeyawady and Chindwin

Rivers are raging now because of the downpours. With

a view to ensuring safety of vessels sailing under the

bridges across these rivers, the Directorate of Water

Resources and Improvement of River Systems has

launched navigational stations near the facilities so as

to provide them with navigational facts and present

situations of the waterways.

A navigational station each has been built at

Shwekyetyet for Sagaing Bridge, on Lanywa Bank for

Anawrahta Bridge in Chauk, near Myathalon Pagoda for

Magway Bridge, at Mya Village for Nawaday Bridge in

Pyay, at Sakkawt for Bo Myat Tun Bridge and at Ahtet

Taloklat for Maubin Bridge along Ayeyawady River, and

at Ahlon for Monywa Bridge and at Amyintywa for

Hsinbyushin Bridge along the Chindwin River.

It said the vessels moving downstream the rivers are

to get navigational facts from respective stations.— MNA

ASEAN students, teachers visit
Drug Elimination Museum

YANGON, 21 Aug — Faculty members and students

from the member countries of  ASEAN Universities Net-

work, attending the 6th ASEAN Universities Network

Educational Forum, visited the Drug Elimination Museum

at the corner of Hanthawady Road and Kyundaw Street in

Kamayut Township here this morning.

They were headed by Associate Professor of Eng-

lish Department at Yangon University Daw Lwin Lwin

Soe.

Officials concerned welcomed and conducted them

round the museum. With enthusiasm, they viewed round

the booths of narcotic drug eradication activities carried

out through the eras since the time of Myanmar mon-

archs, the spread of opium to Asia, documentary photos

of opium refineries seized by the Tatmadaw, anti-drug

operations launched by the Tatmadaw, the destructions

of seized narcotic drugs in the presence of diplomats,

UN officials and mediamen, the survey on opium yield

conducted jointly by Myanmar and USA, opium-substi-

tute crop cultivations under New Destiny Project,

rehabilitation programmes, educational campaigns, bor-

der areas and national races development works, etc.

 MNA

* Do not be frightened whenever

   intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased

Myanmar Academy of
Medical Science to hold

meeting on 25 Aug
YANGON, 21 Aug — The biannual plenary meeting of

the Myanmar Academy of Medical Science for 2004 will

be held at the meeting hall of the Institute of Nursing

(Yangon) on Bogyoke Aung San Street, Lanmadaw

Township, here from 9 am to 1 pm on 25 August

(Wednesday). Symposium on Township Health System

will also be held and those wishing to attend it can get

themselves registered beginning 8 am. —  MNA

All this needs to be known

The Myanmar golf team seen at Yangon International Airport before
departure for Indonesia. — MGF

YANGON, 21 Aug —

The selected Myanmar ama-

teur golf team to take part

in the 44th South East Asian

Putra Golf Championship to

be held in Indonesia, from

24 to 27 August 2004 left

here for Indonesia by air

this morning.

They were seen off

at Yangon International

Airport by General Secre-

tary of Myanmar Golf Fed-

eration U Aung Kyi and

officials.

They are Manager U

Ye Htet Doe, Coach profes-

sional golfer U Chan Han

and golfers Myo Min Aung,

Zaw Zin Win, Thein Zaw

Myint and Aung Aung

Kyaw.

  MNA

Myanmar golf team leaves
for Indonesia

Cash donated for building
PhaungdawU Standing

Buddha Image in Insein
YANGON, 21 Aug — The cash donation for all-

round construction of PhaungdawU Standing Buddha

Image in 3rd Lane, Myothit ward (A), Insein Township,

here, was held at the Dhammayon of the image this morn-

ing.

Chairman of Insein Township Sangha Nayaka

Committee Kwetthit Monastery Sayadaw Bhaddanta

Pandita administered the Nine Precepts.

Member of the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Com-

mittee Ovadaçariya of the Image Insein Ywama Pariyatti

Monastery Administrator Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita

Bhaddanta Tilokabhivamsa delivered an Ovadakatha. Next,

officials offered alms to the Sayadaws.

In the donation ceremony, officials accepted K

5,649,130 donated by 53 wellwishers including K 100,000

by Sayadaw Bhaddanta Tilokabhivamsa; K 3,023,490 by

Ward Peace and Development Councils of Insein Town-

ship; K 100,000 each by U Aung Myint-Daw Amar Swe;

U Win Hlaing-Daw Khin Ni Than; U Myo Thein; Ko

Zaw Ko Ko; U Myo Nyi Nyi-Daw Than Than; U Sein

Aye; U Maung Win-Daw Nwe; U Maung Myint Myint-

Daw Tin Mar Mar; and U Hla Myint-Daw Tin Tin Nyunt.

Next, certificates of honour were presented to the

wellwishers. Later, Ovadaçariya of the Image Insein

Zaygon Pariyatti Monastery Presiding Nayaka Sayadaw

Bhaddanta Kusala delivered a sermon, followed by shar-

ing of merits gained.— MNA

Cash donations invited
YANGON, 21 Aug — As the symbol of unity and

consolidation of national brethren of the Union of

Myanmar, the Maha Ratthabhi Samaggi Pagoda has been

built on Vikasini Hill in Panglong, Loilem District, Shan

State (South). Wellwishers may make cash donations for

golden umbrella to be hoisted atop the pagoda and nine

Buddha Images with different mudras (hand postures). A

ceremony to make cash donations will be held at Vijaya

Mingalar Dhamma Thabin Hall on Kaba Aye Hill here at

1 pm on 24 August. —  MNA
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Supporters of radical Iraqi Shi'ite leader Moqtada al-
Sadr chant inside Najaf's Imam Ali shrine, on 19 Aug,

2004.—INTERNET

Tension reigns in Iraqi
city of Najaf

BAGHDAD ,  21 Aug—Deadlock continues in the  Iraqi holy city of Najaf, despite reports that Shia gunmen loyal
to Moqtada Sadr had agreed to leave their stronghold.

An earlier announcement of a deal to end the two-week

uprising has failed to halt fighting between the cleric's

Mehdi Army militia and US-led troops.

National security adviser Mouwaffaq al-Rubaie told the

BBC government forces do not control the Imam Ali

shrine.

A spokesman for Mr Sadr has reportedly said the uprising

is not over.

The spokesman, contacted by Reuters news agency, said

the rebels had not left the shrine, but were preparing to hand

it over to Iraq's top Shia authority.

Internet

949 US troops killed since beginning
of military operations in Iraq

BAGHDAD , 21 Aug—As of Friday, 20 Aug,  949 US service members have died
since the beginning of military operations in Iraq in March 2003, according to the
Defence Department. Of those, 708 died as a result of hostile action and 241 died
of non-hostile causes.

The British military has reported 64

deaths; Italy, 18; Spain, 11; Poland, nine;

Bulgaria, six; Ukraine, six; Slovakia, three;

Thailand, two; and Denmark, El Salvador,

Estonia, Hungary, Latvia and the

Netherlands have reported one death each.

Since 1 May, 2003, when President Bush

declared that major combat operations in

Iraq had ended, 811 US soldiers have died

   — 599 as a result of hostile action and

212 of non-hostile causes.

The latest deaths reported by military:

—A Marine was killed in action

Thursday in Anbar province.

—A US soldier was killed Thursday by

a roadside bomb in Samarra.

The latest identifications reported by

the Department of Defence:

—Army Spc Jacob D Martir, 21, Norwich,

Conn.; died Wednesday in Sadr City when

his patrol came under fire; assigned to 2nd

Battalion, 5th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry

Division, Fort Hood, Texas.

—Marine Lance Cpl Caleb J Powers,

21, Manfield, Wash; killed Tuesday in

Anbar province; assigned to 2nd Battalion,

4th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division,

Camp Pendleton, Calif.

—Marine Lance Cpl Dustin R

Fitzgerald, 22, Huber Heights, Ohio; died

Wednesday in a non-hostile related vehicle

incident in Anbar province; assigned to

Battalion Landing Team 1/2, 24th Marine

Expeditionary Unit, Camp Lejeune, NC.

—Marine Sgt Harvey E Parkerson III,

27, Yuba City, Calif; killed Wednesday in

Anbar province; assigned to Battalion

Landing Team 1/4, 11th Marine Ex-

peditionary Unit, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Internet

 US
foundation
presents
Deng
Xiaoping
statue to
China

 CHENGDU, 20 Aug — The

Deng Xiaoping Foundation

in the United States on

Thursday handed a granite

statue of late Chinese leader

Deng Xiaoping to the

Sichuan People's

Association for friendship

with Foreign Countries in

Chengdu, southwest China'

s Sichuan Province.

 US foundation presented

the statue to Deng's

hometown, Guang'an in

Sichuan.

 The 3.7-metre-high

statue portrays Deng in his

youth. It took Guo

Xuanchang, a Chinese-born

sculptor living in the United

States, nearly two years to

complete the work. It will be

soon transported to

Guang'an.

 Addressing the hand-

over ceremony here

Thursday, Wang Mingpi,

president of the Deng

Xiaoping Foundation, said:

"Deng is not only a great

leader of China, but also a

prominent figure in the

world. "

MNA/Xinhua

Iraq has lost $2.7b in oil
revenue since US invasion
BAGHDAD, 20 Aug—Iraq has lost 2.7 billion US dollars

in revenue since the US-invasion from sabotage attacks

against oil export pipelines. Oil Minister Thamir al-Ghadhban

said on Thursday.

Malaysia banned poultry exports on Wednesday after

finding bird flu in a village near the Thai border.

 "The results (from tests of the birds) show they were H5N1,

which is pathogenic, which is the dangerous one," Abi Musa

Asa'ri Mohamed Nor, secretary-general of the Agriculture

Ministry, told reporters.

 MNA/Reuters

China willing to strengthen
cooperation with  INTERPOL
 BEIJING, 20 Aug—

Chinese State Councillor

Zhou Yongkang said here

Thursday that China hopes

the International Criminal

Police Organization

(INTERPOL) will continue

its efforts to help China

retrieve criminals who have

fled to other countries.

 Zhou said this in a meeting

with INTERPOL Secretary-

General Ronald K. Noble,

who is currently visiting China

at the invitation of the Chinese

Ministry of Public Security.

 He said the Chinese

Government attaches great

importance to the role that

INTERPOL has been playing

in cracking down on

international criminal activities.

 The Chinese police are

willing to improve

exchanges and communi-

cation with the INTERPOL,

and make their unremitting

efforts to create safe social

environment, said Zhou, also

minister of the Chinese

Ministry of Public Security.

 MNA/Xinhua

An American soldier reacts to the sounds of blasts as a sniper takes his position over-
looking an area where Al Mahdi soldiers loyal to radical Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr

clash with US and Iraqi forces in the besieged city of Najaf, Iraq, on
20 Aug, 2004.—INTERNET

International seminar on
Chinese grottoes opens

 LANZHOU, 21 Aug — More than 160 experts in seven

countries gathered at a two-day seminar on Chinese grot-

toes, which opened Thursday at the Mogao Grottoes in

northwest China's Gansu  Province.

 During the seminar, participants will discuss the art of

Chinese grottoes, archaeological research in grottoes, the

art of Buddhism and the Sino-foreign exchanges in this

respect.

 The research scope of the seminar is extensive and

covers the Dunhuang, Longmen, Yungang and

Maijishan grottoes in China and grottoes in India and

Central Asia.

 Grottoes are man-made caves usually built on moun-

tain cliffs and contain statues, frescos and architecture.

The Chinese grotto has a history of more than 1,000 years

and is a product of Buddhism and traditional Chinese

culture.

 China has grottoes in many parts of the country, includ-

ing the Mogao Grottoes in northwest China's Gansu Prov-

ince, the Longmen Grottoes in central Henan Province and

a host of grottoes along the route of the ancient Silk Road in

western China.

   MNA/Xinhua

 Official says
China, Russia
aim for
economic
integration

BEIJING, 20 Aug — China,

Russia and four other Central

Asian nations, all members

of the Shanghai Cooperation

Organization, apart from

cooperating on security

issues, have vowed to

accomplish a free flow of

commodities, capital,

technology and service in the

next 20 years, a senior official

said here Wednesday.

 The secretariat of the

Beijing-based organization

is working to prepare for

the SCO government heads

meeting scheduled for next

month in Bishkek, Kyrgyz

capital, which is expected

to issue substantial

measures for economic

cooperation, SCO

secretary-general, Zhang

Deguang said.

 He said the SCO countries

will cooperate on security

issues especially concerning

terrorism and extremism in the

region. "The SCO will never

grow into a military bloc nor

resume military confrontation

as in the Cold War," Zhang, the

former Chinese Ambassador

to Russia, stressed.

  MNA/PTI

US warplanes bomb
Iraq’s Fallujah again
FALLUJAH, 20 Aug— US warplanes attacked targets in

Iraq's Sunni Muslim city of Falluja for a second time on

Friday, witnesses said. 

They said the planes fired three rockets into the industrial

zone of the city. There was no immediate word on casualties.

A similar raid overnight killed five people and wounded

six, hospital sources said. Falluja is a hotbed for anti-US

guerillas.

Internet
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 Iran protests Iraq’s arrest of four
Iranian news agency workers

BAGHDAD , 21 Aug—(Bloomberg) — Iran protested Iraq’s arrest of four people working for the Iranian news
agency in the Iraqi capital, Baghdad, and demanded their immediate release, the Iranian Foreign Ministry said.

US hostage urges US
to end Iraq fighting, says

Al Jazeera
DUBAI, 20 Aug— Micah Garen, an American held hos-

tage in Iraq, appeared in a videotape and called on the United

States to stop the bloodshed in the Iraqi city of Najaf, Al

Jazeera television said Friday.

“He said he was asked to send a message to the American

people to work to stop what he called ‘the Najaf massacre’

... he added that is receiving good treatment,” the channel

said, showing a videotape in which Garen appeared speak-

ing to camera.

Garen said he was in good health, the channel reported.

Garen’s words could not be heard but he looked physically

well.

Internet

Iran’s official Islamic

Republic News Agency

cited Hassan Kazemi Qomi,

Iran’s envoy in Baghdad, as

saying the head of the agen-

cy’s bureau in Baghdad and

three local workers were

arrested on Monday by Iraqi

police. They are being held

at the Iraqi Interior Minis-

try and no reason for their

detention has been given,

Qomi said.

The arrests are an “ille-

gal and unacceptable

move,” IRNA cited the For-

eign Ministry as saying yes-

terday in Teheran. Iran also

asked Iraq for clarifications

about an Iranian diplomat

missing since last week, the

ministry said.

Relations between the

neighboring countries were

strained this week after

Iraq’s defence minister ac-

cused Iran of supplying

arms to the militia of Shiite

Muslim cleric Moqtada al-

Sadr, which is fighting

U.S.-led coalition forces in

Najaf and the Baghdad dis-

trict of Sadr City. Iran de-

nied the charges.

Iraq tried to defuse the

tensions with Iraqi Vice

President Ibrahim Jaffari

saying in an interview this

week with IRNA that only

the president and prime

minister express the views

of the government and not

other ministers.

Iran invited Iraqi Prime

Minister Ayad Allawi to visit

Tehran, Iranian Foreign Min-

ister Kamal Kharrazi said on

Tuesday. —Internet

The commander of a US Army Abrams tank aims his automatic rifle towards a Shi’ite
militant position in the southern Iraq city of Najaf, on 19 Aug, 2004. — INTERNET

Two Iraqis killed by Dutch
soldiers in south Iraq

BRUSSELS,  20 Aug— Two Iraqis were killed by Dutch soldiers in southern

Iraqi city of A-Samawah on Thursday night, the Dutch Defence Ministry said on Friday.

    The two Iraqis opened fire from a car on a Dutch patrol at about 11.45 pm local time. The

soldiers returned fire and killedboth men, and there were no injuries on the Dutch side, a

spokesperson for the Dutch Defense Ministry said.

    Last week, a Dutch soldier was killed when his patrol came under fire.

    The Netherlands sent around 1,300 soldiers to Iraq and they will stay in the war-torn

country till March 2005.

Internet

  Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
to visit India

  NEW DELHI , 20 Aug —  Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Mohamed Sabah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah will pay a four-day visit to India August 23-26, the Indo-Asian News
Service  (IANS) reported Wednesday.

 Al-Sabah is also chairman

of the Supervisory Board

of the Kuwaiti Fund for

Arab Economic Develop-

ment.  The two countries

will sign a clutch of agree-

ments for strengthening bi-

lateral cooperation in vari-

ous fields during the Ku-

waiti minister’s visit, IANS
quoted diplomatic sources

as saying.

 Al-Sabah will hold talks

with External Affairs Minis-

ter K. Natwar Singh and other

Indian leaders. He is also

expected to call  on Prime

A fighter loyal to Radical Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr
looks toward American positions during clashes with US
soldiers and Iraqi forces in the besieged city of Najaf, on

19 Aug, 2004. — INTERNET

India says UN system should not be
bypassed or marginalized

 DURBAN, 20 Aug— Asserting that the UN system should not be allowed to be
bypassed or marginalized, India on Thursday called for reinforcing the centrality of
the world body and strengthening of multilateralism.

 “The unilateralist impulse,

the tendency to ignore the prin-

ciples and practice of

multilateralism and the disre-

gard for established principles

of international law are a mat-

ter of concern,” Indian Junior

Minister for External Affairs,

Rao Inderjit Singh said.

 Intervening in a discussion

on ‘challenges to

multilateralism’ at the NAM

(Non-Aligned Movement)

ministerial meeting here, he

said “we have to reinforce the

centrality, validity and the util-

ity of the UN system and not

allow it to be bypassed or

marginalized”.

 He emphasised that

the challenges before

multilateralism was a critical

issue that the NAM members

should collectively reflect on.

 Observing that NAM it-

self can be seen as a pole in a

multipolar world with the col-

lective strength and common

view of the member states on

a number of issues, he said, “if

multipolarity is an objective,

multilateralism is an instru-

ment in that direction”. The

minister noted that in the past

few years the very role and

relevance of the UN system

and the efficacy of collective

action has come under critical

questioning.

 He stressed that expansion

of the UN Security Council,

both permanent and non-per-

manent members, was needed

to make it “more representa-

tive of the contemporary re-

alities”.

 Singh said for the majority

of the membership of the UN

as also for NAM members,

“some trends in recent years

are a matter of concern.”

 The Security Council was

seen expanding its role and

activities and the General As-

sembly was becoming less

important.

 “Yet, it is in the General

Assembly that all members

have a voice and a vote,” he

said while underlining the need

for re-energising it.

 Observing that the role

played by the UN system on

the promotional aspects has

come down while the regula-

tory dimension has been as-

cendant, he said this was so on

a number of issues like labour

or technology.

 “The UN system’s role is

not seen as helping countries

but of judging them. There is,

at the same time, an imbal-

ance between the security

agenda and development

ageda, with the later losing its

importance,” Singh, who is

leading the Indian delegation,

said.

 Even in the application of

norms or standards, “often

there is selectivity or double

standards, based on political

expediency,” he said adding

countries were judged not on

the basis of objective criteria

or through the collective wis-

dom of the UNGA, but by a

selective few, based on expe-

diency.

 MNA/PTI

US soldier killed
in  Baghdad’s

Sadr city
 BAGHDAD, 20 Aug   —

An American soldier was

shot dead on Wednesday

while on patrol in the Bagh-

dad suburb of Sadr City, the

US military said.

 Witnesses reported sev-

eral US tanks rolling into

Sadr City, a Shiite Muslim

stronghold that has been the

scene of daily clashes.

 “The soldier suffered a

gunshot wound and was

evacuated to a military hos-

pital. The soldier was pro-

nounced dead at the hospi-

tal,” the military said.

 At least 707 US service-

men and women have been

killed in action in Iraq since

the start of last year’s US-

led invasion.

 MNA/Xinhua
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Minister Manmohan Singh.

 Besides discussing the

situation in Iraq and the

Middle East, the Kuwait

leader is also expected to

brief the Indian leaders on

the efforts being made by a

Kuwaiti transport company

to secure the release of three

of its Indian employees who

were kidnapped along with

three Kenyans and an Egyp-

tian by a militant group in

Iraq.

 There are nearly

200,000 Indians living and

working in Kuwait, form-

ing the largest expatriate

population in the oil-rich

kingdom.— MNA/Xinhua

Chinese Defence
Minister meets
Pakistani guest
BEIJING, 21 Aug —

Chinese Defence Minister

Cao Gangchuan met here

Thursday with visiting Tarig

Waseem Ghazi, commandant

of Pakistani National Defence

College. Cao, also vice-

chairman of the Central

Military Commission and

state councilor said, China and

Pakistan are good friends. The

friendly cooperative relations

of two armies have kept good

momentum in recent years,

despite changes of the

international situation. The

Sino-Pakistani friendship was

deep-rooted in the hearts of

the two peoples.

   MNA/Xinhua
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US senators ask where $8.8b
 in Iraq funds went

 WASHINGTON , 20 Aug— At least 8.8 billion US dollars in Iraqi funds that was given
to Iraqi ministries by the former US-led authority there cannot be accounted for,
according to a draft US audit set for release soon.

 The audit by the Coalition Provisional

Authority’s own Inspector General blasts

the CPA for “not providing adequate stew-

ardship” of at least 8.8 billion US dollars

from the Development Fund for Iraq that

was given to Iraqi ministries.

 The audit was first reported on a web site

earlier this month by journalist and retired

Colonel David Hackworth. A US official

confirmed the contents of the leaked audit

cited by Hackworth were accurate.

 The development fund is made up of

proceeds from Iraqi oil sales, frozen assets

from foreign governments and surplus from

the UN Oil for Food Programme. Its han-

dling has already come under fire in a UN-

mandated audit released last month.

 Among the draft audit’s findings were

that payrolls in Iraqi ministries under Coa-

lition Provisional Authority control were

padded with thousands of ghost employees.

 In one example, the audit said the CPA

paid for 74,000 guards even though the

actual number could not be validated. In

another, 8,206 guards were listed on a pay-

roll but only 603 people doing the work

could be counted.

 Three Democratic senators — Ron Wyden

of Oregon, Tom Harkin from Iowa and By-

ron Dorgan of North Dakota — demanded an

explanation from Defence Secretary Donald

Rumsfeld over the use of the funds by the

CPA, which handed over authority to the

Iraqis in June.

 “The CPA apparently transferred this stag-

gering sum of money with no written rules or

guidelines for ensuring adequate manage-

rial, financial or contractual controls over the

funds,” said the letter sent by the senators on

Thursday.

 “Such enormous discrepancies raise very

serious questions about potential fraud, waste

and abuse,” said the senators.

 A spokesman for the CPA Inspector-

General’s office confirmed “field work” had

been completed on the audit but declined to

give specifics. He said auditors were await-

ing comment from the Pentagon before re-

leasing the final report, probably later this

month.

 The Pentagon did not immediately re-

spond to questions.

 MNA/Reuters

US army doctors had role in
Abu Ghraib abuse

 LONDON, 20 Aug— US military doctors working in Iraq collaborated with interro-
gators in the abuse of prisoners  at Abu Ghraib Prison outside Baghdad, an article in
the British medical journal  The Lancet said on Friday.

Turkish hostage appeals for firm to quit Iraq
 ANKARA , 20 Aug— A Turkish hostage held in Iraq pleaded for his life in a videotape

aired on Thursday, saying his kidnappers would kill him within 72 hours unless the
firm he works for quits the country.

 Aytullah Gezmen was

abducted three weeks ago

along with a colleague,

Mehmet Yuce, who was shot

dead. Militants released a

videotape of the killing ear-

lier this month.

 Gezmen’s employer, the

Bilintur transport firm, said

this week it had already with-

drawn from Iraq in order to

avoid putting his life at risk.

 In a grainy videotape

shown by Turkey’s private

NTV television, Gezmen

said his captors would kill

him if Bilintur and its parent

company Tepe, a construc-

tion firm, did not leave the

country.

 “If Tepe and Bilintur do

not pull out of Iraq within

72 hours, I will be killed,”

Gezmen said.

 Tepe told Reuters after

the videotape was shown that

it would also pull out.

 Gezmen spoke in Arabic

and Turkish and pleaded for

help from Turkish Prime

Minister Tayyip Erdogan.

 Scores of foreign work-

ers in Iraq have been kid-

napped since April. Many

have been released but

others have been killed.

 Several Turkish firms

have withdrawn amid secu-

rity concerns for their staff.

 Turkish trucks and trail-

ers make around 700,000

trips to Iraq each year, earn-

ing Turkey billions of dol-

lars in exports.

 MNA/Reuters

Vietnam strives to stabilize
petroleum market

 HANOI , 21 Aug—Vietnam will prioritize the development of large petroleum
enterprises, readjust distribution networks, and issue stricter trade regulations to
stabilize the country’s petroleum market.

 The country will beef up

the operation of businesses

which are able to keep petro-

leum in stock for 7-10 days,

and of the distribution sys-

tems nationwide, especially

those in major cities and along

national roads, according to

the Ministry of Trade on Fri-

day.  The ministry will issue

more suitable mechanism and

policies on trade rules, import

tariffs, commission rates for

agents, and punishment levels

imposed on filling stations

which commit trade frauds

relating to measurement and

product quality.  To keep retail

prices of petroleum products

in the domestic market at a

low level, the ministry may

propose the government ad-

just prices of the products if

the price of crude oil in the

world market climbs to 50 US

dollars per barrel.

 Vietnam’s industry was

hard hit by increasing prices

of crude oil in the world mar-

ket, because 80 per cent of

materials for the industry de-

pend on imports, which pushes

up the production costs due to

higher freights, said a local

economist.

 Now, prices of petroleum

products in Vietnam are stand-

ing at high levels, after the

country decided to remove

state subsidy for many kinds

of the products on June 19. As

a result, the price of RON 90

petroleum rose by 17.2 per

cent to 6,800 Vietnamese dong

( VND) (0.4 dollars) per litre,

of kerosene by 4.3 per cent to

4,800 VND (0.3 dollars), and

of diesel oil by 4.3 per cent to

4,850 VND ( over 0.3 dol-

lars).

 On 25 May, the country

lowered import tariffs on 12

kinds of petroleum and oil

products to zero per cent from

five per cent, and tariffs on 16

kinds of the products to 5-10

per cent from 10-20 per cent.

 Vietnam, which imported

9.8 million tons of the prod-

ucts valued at 2.4 billion dol-

lars, down 1.3 per cent in vol-

ume but up 19.5 per cent in

value, imported nearly 6.5

million tons of the products

worth more than 1.9 billion

US dollars in the first seven

months of this year, year-on-

year rises of 7.8 per cent and

31.9 per cent, respectively.

 The country, home to 10

major petroleum importers,

420 petroleum general agents

and 8,500 agents and retail

shops, consumes some 10

million tons of petroleum

products each year.

 MNA/Xinhua

 Philippines pursues
development of indigenous

energy resources
  MANILA, 21 Aug— The Philippine Government is pur-

suing the development of alternative energy resources in

tandem with honest-to-goodness energy conservation ef-

forts as a long-term  strategy to lessen the country’s depend-

ence on imported oil.

 Several possible sources of alternative energy have al-

ready been pinpointed, including solar power, natural gas,

coco-diesel, wind and geothermal power, Press Secretary

and Presidential Spokesman Ignacio Bunye said in a state-

ment.

 Some of the country’s natural gas and geothermal re-

sources are already fairly developed, but a lot of efforts have

yet to be undertaken to fully tap solar energy and other

alternative fuel resources, the statement said.— MNA/Xinhua

Journalists raise their hands as they cross through an area where Al Mahdi fighters
loyal to Moqtada al-Sadr clash with US and Iraqi forces in the besieged city of Najaf,

Iraq, on 19 Aug, 2004. —INTERNET

 Professor Steven Miles,

the report’s author, cites evi-

dence that some doctors fal-

sified death certificates to

cover up killings and hid

evidence of beatings.

 “The medical system

collaborated with designing

and implementing psycho-

logically and physically co-

ercive interrogations,” the

University of Minnesota

professor said.

 One detainee, who col-

lapsed after a beating, was

revived by medics so that

the abuse could continue,

Miles said.

 “Army officials stated

that a physician and a psy-

chiatrist helped design, ap-

prove and monitor interro-

gations at Abu Ghraib,” he

wrote in his study based on

evidence from US congres-

sional hearings, sworn state-

ments of detainees and sol-

diers, medical journal ac-

counts and aid agency in-

formation.

 Even though knowledge

of torture and degrading

treatment at the jail was

widespread and known to

medical staff, they did not

report abuses before an of-

ficial inquiry began in Janu-

ary 2004.

 Reports of abuse at the

prison first came to light at

the end of April when pho-

tographs of naked Iraqi de-

tainees being humiliated and

maltreated by US troops

drew worldwide condemna-

tion.

 “Government docu-

ments show that the US mili-

tary medical system failed

to protect detainees’ human

rights, sometimes collabo-

rated with interrogators or

abusive guards, and failed

to properly report injuries

and deaths caused by beat-

ings,” he said.

 Other human rights vio-

lations include failure to

maintain medical records,

conduct routine medical ex-

aminations and provide

proper care of disabled or

injured detainees.

 Miles called for a reform

of military medicine and an

official investigation into

the role medical personnel

played in the torture scan-

dal. — MNA/Reuters

An American soldier patrols a deserted street as Al Mahdi soldiers loyal to radical
Shiie cleric Moqtada al-Sadr clash with US and Iraqi forces in the besieged city of

Najaf, Iraq, on 20 Aug, 2004. —INTERNET
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An Iraqi family walks past a deserted street as an American tank patrols the besieged
city of Najaf, Iraq, on 17  August, 2004.

Images of Iraq

Iraqi fire fighters battle burning farmland after it was shelled by US forces in the restive
town of Falluja, west of Baghdad, on 18 August, 2004.

An Iraqi girl, carried by her uncle, grieves after losing her mother and sister during
clashes between US forces and Iraqi militiamen in the eastern Baghdad’s suburb of

al-Sadr on 17 August, 2004.

An Iraqi policeman inspects a charred car after mortars fell near the Bab al-Muadaam
police station in central Baghdad killing four people and wounding 24 others on

17 August, 2004.

An Iraqi mother comforts her wounded son after he was hurt in a mortar attack which
struck a market in Mosul, on 18 August, 2004.

Smoke and fire spread through a building under fire from US forces in Najaf, Iraq, on
18 August, 2004.
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River

water

pumping

stations to

benefit

farmland

Chindwin river water pumping station built in Kani Township, Sagaing Division.
 KALE WIN THU

Lawkananda river water pumping station in Mandalay Division.— MNA

Thaphanseik river water pumping station built in Sagaing Division. —MNA

Shanywa river water pumping station in Lewe Township, Mandalay Division. —MNA
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YANGON, 21 Aug —

Ranbaxy Laboratories Lim-

ited organized a symposium

titled “It is time  to treat all

diabetic patients with a

Statin?” at the Traders Ho-

tel on 15 August 2004.

Professor Saw Naing,

Consultant Physician, Pro-

fessor & Head, Department

of Medicine, Institute of

Medicine-1 presided over

the symposium.

 Professor Graham A

Hitman, Professor  of Mo-

lecular Medicine & Diabe-

tes from Institute of Cell &

Molecular Science, Barts &

The London Queen Mary’s

School of Medicine & Den-

tistry  presented prevention

of Cardiovascular events.

It was also attended by

eminent physicians/ leading

doctors from Yangon, Man-

dalay and other parts of

Myanmar.— MNA

Ranbaxy organizes Scientific
Symposium on Cardiology

Iraqi PM pledges no attack on
Najaf  shrine

LONDON, 21 Aug — Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi pledged on Friday there would be

no attack on Najaf’s Imam Ali Mosque and urged Moqtada al-Sadr and his militia at the

shrine to grasp an “olive branch” for peace.

 “We are not going to attack the mosque, we are not going to attack Moqtadr al-Sadr in

the mosque,” Allawi told BBC World Service radio at about 0800 GMT.

 “The olive branch is still extended... We are not a warring people. On the contrary, we

want a peaceful solution,” he added.

 Allawi’s plea came just before a Sadr spokesman indicated the radical cleric was

preparing to hand control of the holy site at the heart of a Shiite uprising in Iraq.

 Allawi urged Sadr to seek a political path for his grievances against the government and

US-led occupiers.

 “He can join the political process and he is welcome to do so. We don’t have any

objections,” Allawi said.

 “If he has any political problems with the government, with the multinational force, then

he can be chosen as the leader of Iraq when the elections start in two or three months’ time.

Then he can do whatever he likes, with nobody trying to quash him.”

 Allawi accused Sadr’s militia of wiring up the shrine with explosives.

 “The militias have been really on the rampage for the last week or so,” he said. “There

are militia who are entrenched and embedded in the holy shrine. Some of them are ex-

criminals. They have wired up the holy shrine to blow it up.”

 Allawi described the most recent assaults by US and Iraqi forces on Sadr’s militia as

“clearing operations”, taking place away from the shrines and intended to make Najaf safe

for residents.

 “The Iraqi police and military have successfully cleared most of the town of Najaf. The

shrines are left,” he said.  — MNA/Reuters

Minstry of Industry-1 holds …
(from page 1)

to become qualified employees. In addition, they are to follow orders and directives laid

down by officials and to strive for gaining success in their respective sectors.

Next, managing directors of Myanma General and Maintenance Industries, Myanma

Ceramics Industries, Myanmar Pharmaceutical Industries, Myanma Foodstuff Industries,

Myanma Textile Industries and Myanma Paper and Chemical Industries and the director-

general of Regional Industrial Coordination and Inspection Department reported on tasks

carried out by respective factories.

Afterwards, Director-General of Directorate of Industries U Kyaw Myint briefed the

minister on tasks of the department and prize presentation for outstanding factory award,

outstanding Win Thuza Shop and drawing of financial statement.

Later, the minister presented outstanding factory first, second and third awards to

Kyangin Cement Plant-2, Hmawby Asbestos Tile Factory and Shoe Factory-1. He then

presented consolation prizes to Mandalay Soft Drinks Factory, Brick Factory-1 and No 3

Paper Mill (Paleik).

Then, Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Thein Tun and Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Win

presented prizes to  Win Thuza Shops and awards for drawing of financial statements to the

respective factories. Later, the minister gave the concluding remarks.

  MNA

China  gets  $32m  to  fight
“AIDS”  after  blood  scandal

GENEVA, 21 Aug — China will receive 32 million US dollars to provide anti-retroviral

drugs to people infected with HIV/AIDS mainly through botched blood-selling schemes,

the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria said on Thursday.

 China, which was slow in acknowledging the epidemic, says it has 840,000 HIV/AIDS

cases, but experts say at least one million poor farmers were infected in the central province

of Henan alone as a result of the schemes. The fund’s first grant to China is for two years

and is in addition to 13.4 million US dollars from the government, the Geneva-based

organization said in a statement.  Its contribution to China’s AIDS programme will total 98

million US dollars over five years, the fund said. “Seven provinces (Anhui, Hebei,

Shandong, Henan, Hubei, Shanxi, Shaanxi) targeted in the (grant) proposal are in urgent

need of a comprehensive prevention and care response due to a high HIV case burden fuelled

by paid plasma donations in the early and mid 1990s,” the fund said.

Rural poor repeatedly sold plasma at blood collection points, where blood was pooled

and plasma extracted before blood was returned to donors so as to avoid anemia, it said.

 “Thus one infected donor would infect the entire pool of donors. In some of the more

affected villages, in excess of 20 per cent of the people were infected,” the fund said.

The Global Fund was set up in 2002 as the brainchild of UN Secretary-General Kofi

Annan but is not part of the United Nations bureaucracy. A public-private partnership, it has

committed three billion US dollars to more than 300 programmes in 128 countries, of which

500 million US dollars has been disbursed.  —  MNA/Reuters

Teenager  arrested  under  anti-terror  laws
in  England

LONDON, 21 Aug — A 19-year-old man was arrested Thursday in Birmingham, central

England under the Terrorism Act, police said.  The man, who has not yet been named, was

arrested at 0300 GMT and is currently being questioned by the police. Two other men, aged

24 and 26, were arrested on immigration charges at the same time. The nationalities of the

three men were not immediately known.  The arrest came a day after eight British terror

suspects appeared in court charged with plotting attacks on financial targets in New York,

New Jersey and Washington. An anti-terror police spokesman said the teenager’s arrest was

not related to the eight.  — MNA/Xinhua

Daw Mya Mya San presents a copy of Tipitaka Pali-Myanmar Dictionary
volume-1 to a Sayadaw. (News on page 1) — MNA

Wellwisher U Kyaw Nyunt and Daw Than Myint donate 1,000 copies of
Tipitaka Pali-Myanmar Dictionary to Minister Brig-Gen Thura Myint

Maung. (News on page 1) — MNA

Prof Graham A Hitman  of Molecular Medicine & Diabetes from Institute of
Cell & Molecular Science, Barts & The London Queen Mary’s School of

Medicine & Dentistry speaks on the occasion. — MNA

LONDON, 21 Aug — Heavy summer storms across Britain could cause a surge in

untreated sewage pollution along the country’s beaches, but many swimmers remain

oblivious to the risks, environmental experts warned on Friday.

The Marine Conservation Society called for signposts along the coast advising swim-

mers that water may be more polluted after periods of heavy rain because sewage is diverted

to rivers and the sea to avoid treatment plants being overwhelmed.

“The water quality monitoring data from May onwards shows periodic surges in faecal

pollution at beaches with normally very good water quality,” said the society’s Thomas

Bell.  — MNA/Reuters

Heavy  rain  poses  pollution
risk  to  Britain’s  beaches
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 “Does any taxpayer in

North Carolina truly believe

it makes sense for you to

be actually paying for, re-

warding and subsidizing a

company that decides to

take a job to Mexico or

overseas?” he asked a cam-

paign rally in a state that

has lost nearly 110,000 jobs

under the Bush Administra-

tion, many of them abroad.

 “Of course not. One of

the first things we are go-

ing to do is stop having any

American subsidize the loss

of their own jobs. We are

going to reward companies

that stay here and create

jobs in the United States,”

he said.

 Kerry, making a south-

ern campaign swing to try

to break the Republican

Kerry vows to reverse job
losses to overseas

CHARLOTTE  (North Cavolina), 21 Aug — Democratic presidential candidate John
Kerry promised laid-off workers on Friday that the United States under his lead-
ership would stop helping companies that send jobs overseas and instead give
breaks to those that keep them in America.

stranglehold on the region,

met laid-off workers at a

community college retrain-

ing centre and held a cam-

paign rally as he focused on

economic issues he hopes

will help him defeat Presi-

dent George W. Bush in the

November 2 election.

 Later, Kerry planned to

fly to Florida — another

pivotal electoral state — to

survey damage from Hurri-

cane Charley, as Bush did

on Sunday.

 The Massachusetts sena-

tor is not expected to run

well in the south, which

Bush carried solidly in

2000.

 But North Carolina, with

home-state Senator John

Edwards on the ticket as

Kerry’s vice presidential

running mate, is one which

he is given a chance to win.

Most polls show a competi-

tive race with Bush gener-

ally slightly ahead. Florida,

which gave Bush the White

House in 2000, is consid-

ered a dead heat.

 North Carolina, with a

strong tradition of apparel,

furniture and textile manu-

facturing, like many other

parts of the country has lost

thousands of jobs to “glo-

bal outsourcing” overseas.

 Unemployment rate in

North Carolina has risen to

5 per cent from 4.4 per cent

since Bush took office.

Manufacturing has been

particularly hard hit, losing

158,800 jobs, according to

the Bureau of Labour Sta-

tistics.— MNA/Reuters

Indian Govt cuts duty on
steel,  loses 3.05b rupees

 Madeline Mann is seen shortly after her birth in June 1989. Born at 27 weeks
into her mother’s pregnancy, she weighed just 9.9 ounces, less than any
surviving baby in medical history. Next week, she enters high school as

something even more extraordinary: an honors student who plays violin and likes
to rollerblade. —INTERNET

NEW DELHI, 21 Aug —

Close on the heels of slash-

ing duties on petroleum

products, the Indian Gov-

ernment on Friday cut Cus-

toms duty on steel prod-

ucts, sacrificing 3.05 bil-

lion rupees in the current

year, as part of fiscal meas-

ures to contain inflation,

now inching towards eight

per cent.

The import duty on non-

alloy steel other than seconds

and defectives was reduced

by five per cent from 10 per

cent and on ships for breaking

from 15 per cent to 5 per

cent.

 The duty on melting

scraps for iron and steel other

than stainless steel, which at

present attract five per cent,

has been abolished.

 The notification on the

duty cuts was tabled in

Parliament on Friday.

 Friday’s decision comes

two days after the

Government slashed

Customs and excise duties

on petrol, diesel, kerosene

and LPG, which is estimated

to cost 25 billion rupees in

the remaining part of the

current year.

 However, the notification

made it clear that additional

duty of Customs

(countervailing duty) would

now be payable on import of

such ships.

 After a meeting of the

Cabinet Committee on Prices

on Thursday, Finance

Minister P Chidamabaram

said more fiscal measures

would be taken for reining

inflation.

 MNA/PTI

Australia’s Jana Pittman starts her heat in the 400 metres
hurdle event at the Athens 2004 Olympic Games on 21

Aug, 2004. —INTERNET

Height of Vietnamese juveniles
below WHO standard

HANOI , 21 Aug — The height and weight of Vietnamese juveniles, especially
those in the age bracket of 0-15, are lowered than the world’s averages, local
media reports said on Friday. Now 15-year-old local girls and boys are 151 cen-
timetres and 155.5 centimetres respectively. Under the World Health Organiza-
tion’s standards, the figures must be 161.8 centimetres and 169 centimetres.

 The height and weight gap between

urban children and rural peers is very large.

On average, a five-year-old child in

the capital city of Hanoi is 5 centimetres

higher than a rural peer, and the gap is

widened to 15 centimetres when they reach

the age of 15.

 Also, a number of Vietnamese teenag-

ers suffer from diet-related diseases such

as goiter and iron deficiency. The percent-

age of pupils suffering from goiter is 9.9

per cent in Hanoi and 16.4 per cent in the

northern province of Thai Binh.

 Improper diet of local juveniles is the

main cause of the situation, said the re-

ports, explaining that many of them were

born healthy, but grow slowly due to short-

age of some nutrients. Family meals meet

only 84 per cent of their energy demand.

 To deal with the situation, Vietnam will

supply meals with proper diet with such

micro-nutrients as iodine, vitamin A and

lysine to pupils at more schools nation-

wide.

 In a broader move, the country plans

to pour 614.5 billion Vietnamese dongs

(39.3 million US dollars) to improve physi-

cal health of its citizens and increase the

height of youths by 3-4 centimetres by

2010.

 The ambitious plan, expected to kick

off in 2005, will focus on applying more

scientific findings on nutrition and physi-

cal training in educational establishments

and families. Pupils at the age of 6- 18 are

to benefit most from the plan, under which

90 per cent of the investment will be spent

on the Ministry of Education and Train-

ing and schools.

 The average height of Vietnamese

people increased to 164.14 centimetres for

men in 2001 from 158 centimetres in 1975.

The respective figures for women were

153.88 centimetres and 149 centimetres.

 The percentages of local people aged

18-22 meeting the height standards, 165

centimetres for male or 155 centimetres

for female, are 39.1 and 31.9 per cent re-

spectively, shows a recent statistics by the

Ministry of Health.

 On average, an urban youth is 158.5

centimetres high, while the rural counter-

part’s height stands at 157.4 centimetres.

MNA/Xinhua

MOSCOW, 21 Aug —

Russia, the world’s second

largest producer of rough

diamonds, will de-classify

the statistical data pertaining

to the production, export and

import of diamonds by

October this year.

 So far, Russia has been

sticking to the Soviet

practice of keeping

information about the

industry under the wrap of

secrecy.

 “We have taken

obligations  to  de-classify

this data before the plenary

meeting of Kimberly Process

in Ottawa in October,” a

senior Finance Ministry

official Sergei Vyzalov was

Russia to de-classify diamond
statistics

quoted as saying by RIA
Novosti.

 Kimberly Process is an

international organization to

prevent the access of bloody

diamonds from the war zones

into the legal market.

 Russia is to take

over Kimberly Process

presidency from Canada next

year for which it would have

to de-classify its diamond

statistics.

 Vyzalov said that later

Russia could also de-classify

data about the diamond

deposits of the country for

the capitaliZation of Russian

diamond mining companies

and attracting investments.

MNA/PTI

Study says no proof that cannabis use
induces schizophrenia

 AMSTERDAM, 21 Aug —

There is no scientific proof

that cannabis use induces

schizophrenia, Dutch

scientists say, questioning

recent research and an

argument the Dutch

Government uses to crack

down on marijuana-selling

“coffee shops”.

 In an article in this

week’s Magazine for
Psychiatry, a peer-reviewed

journal, the three authors say

that on the basis of currently

available data “there is no

justification for the

proposed closure of coffee

shops”.

 Often the first symptoms

of schizophrenia occur

during adolescence, when

people start to experiment

with drugs, but the scientists

believe cannabis use only has

a negative effect on people

already genetically

predisposed to the mental

illness.

 “It is therefore advisable

that youngsters with a family

history of schizophrenia and

patients with a schizophrenic

disorder be discouraged from

using cannabis,” the report

said.

 Subsequent Dutch

governments have tightened

rules on the sale of marijuana

in government-regulated

coffee shops, resulting in

a significant reduction in

the number of cannabis

cafes.

 A ban this year on

alcohol in coffee shops will

be followed by a ban on

tobacco in 2005, outlawing

all smoking on the premises.

 There are around 780

coffee shops in the

Netherlands of which 270

are in Amsterdam, according

to 2002 figures.

 MNA/Reuters

Donate blood
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Ill effects of extreme US foreign policy

Aung Moe SanAung Moe SanAung Moe SanAung Moe SanAung Moe San

A new economic

system or a new age does

not come down from the

sky nor come out from

underneath the earth

suddenly and automatically.

They are born of the past

socio-economic situation of

a nation.

Socialist nations

including Myanmar came

out from an old egg shell

of the centralized economic

system that bans free private

economic system. The

modern political science

said that a nation had to face

the social, political and

economic hardships of the

old era as well as those of

the new era in the process

of transition to a new age.

In Myanmar, the

Tatmadaw Government,

that has overcome those

hardships, is giving priority

to the national consolidation

and advancement and

progress of the production

sector, or in other words, it

is endeavouring to build a

democratic nation. Thus,

since the advent of the

Tatmadaw Government, all

the economic sectors

including, agricultural,

livestock breeding, indus-

trial and trade spheres have

been enjoying freedom and

transparency, the people’s

living standard improving,

infrastructures developing at

an unprecedented degree,

the export market widening,

and especially, there has

been progress in economic

cooperation with neighbour-

ing countries and

BIMSTEC nations in

addition to the ASEAN+3

nations. The volume of

imports as well as

production has also been

rising.

However, as for

Myanmar, the economic

sanctions of the US and its

western allies are like the

thorns and obstacles for its

development and modern-

ization drive.

The sanctions are the

pressures and interferences

of the US and its western

allies resulting from the

activities of intransigence

and confrontation of some

political parties, demanding

to copy a western

democracy system at once,

against the Tatmadaw

Government, which is

ensuing political freedom

(democracy) based on its

policy of strengthening the

economic foundation. In

other words, the sanctions

are the US and its western

allies’ continued

materialization of the Cold-

War-like policy towards the

southeastern Asian nations.

All in all, the sanctions are

included in the US

Government’s unjust acts to

put the Tatmadaw

Government under their

domain. But some western

countries have come to

realize the fact that foreign

pressures and military

invasions cannot help the

flourishing of democracy in

a nation.

The US reckoned

that it could easily

manipulate and shape the

world as it likes during the

post-Cold War period. But

the reckoning is just a

dream of extreme ideology.

What is really happening in

the world today proves that

it is all in vain. The Kosovo

crisis, the Gulf War, the war

in Afghanistan and the war

in Iraq stand as examples.

Whether under the UN

banner or not, the US

cannot help build a new

nation in any way. The fact

serves as an answer to the

post-Cold-War dream of the

US and its allies.

During the post-Cold

War, the world has

witnessed the fall of Berlin

Wall on 9 November, which

can be named ‘11/9

globalization’ and the

collapse of the Twin

Towers on 11 September,

that can also be named

‘9/11 globalization’.

Anyhow, peace and

progress is every nation’s

work at present. All will

have to make efforts to end

terrorism in every nation.

Instead, the US and some

of its allies are launching

wars against others, with the

use of force. They are

brazenly interfering in the

affairs of developing

countries. In the end, they

even go against the UN

principles in waging

aggressive wars against

others. How can terrorism

be ended at a time even

when the US government

and its allies themselves are

using force and terrorist

methods? At a Democratic

party conference held in

Boston, the US, recently,

former US President Jimmy

Carter criticized the Bush

administration, saying that

the dignity of the US had

already collapsed; that the

US is becoming more and

more isolated, and now it is

like the world’s enemy; and

that America’s would not

improve without the global

trust. The US and allies’

acts of domination over and

discrimination against the

developing countries and to

interfere in their internal

affairs have produced anti-

White views.

The Whites in

colonizing the non-Whites

grabbed the right to do at

will in addition to making

economic gains. They

shaped a colonized country

and its race and community

at will. For example, at the

Bandung Conference held

in 1955, they named the

newly independent

developing countries ‘Third

World’, similar to the words

‘Third Estate’ used during

the French Revolution.

What the Whites really want

to say is that the developing

countries are not as civilized

and prosperous as theirs.

Once a professor of the

West said, “The Whites of

the West are still

dominating the non-White

countries. Thus, never in the

world has the colonial

system ended.”

The Whites see

everything that does not

agree with their view as an

offence, and also believe

that they have the right to

insult or criticize it. They

are going to make profits

out of other’s unhappiness.

The Whites accused patriots

of other countries as

terrorists. They are trying to

boost their image abroad,

and have no regard for other

nations’ sovereignty.

At present, the neo-

colonialism and the unruly

acts of the Whites are at

their heights. In accord with

a maxim, which goes “The

end justifies the means”,

they are even using

terrorism as a just method.

In the world there are only

two kinds of terrorism —

individual-led terrorism and

State-led terrorism. The

latter is being used by the

Whites. Anyhow, the non-

White countries should be

aware of the Whites’ acts.

But the rowdy acts of the

Whites are not a strange

thing. A tactic of the Whites

is the use of one’s own men

to attack him. As they are

wealthy, they can easily

deceive small countries with

their financial power. They

give financial aid to the

people of the small

countries to accept their

views and ideologies.

Instead of

harbouring racial hatred, all

should strive for peace,

equality, amity and mutual

cooperation. Concerning the

matter, Prime Minister Wen

Jiabao of the People’s

Republic of China delivered

an address at a conference

commemorating the 50th

anniversary of the Five

Principles of Peaceful

Coexistence which was held

in Beijing on 28 June this

year. He said that the

diplomatic strategy China

has been pursuing since 50

years ago has been based on

the Five Principles of

Peaceful Coexistence; that

the agreement on the Five

Principles of Peaceful

Coexistence was signed and

proclaimed at a Non-Allied

Summit attended by leaders

of the countries including

Myanmar, India, Egypt and

China; that the late Chinese

Prime Minister Chou En-lai

was among the signatories.

The Five Principles

of Peaceful Coexistence

serve as the main foreign

policy of the Non-Allied

countries during the Cold

War between the East bloc

led by the Soviet Union and

the West bloc led by the

US. The Five Principles of

Peaceful Coexistence are:

1. Mutual respect for each

other’s territorial

integrity and sovereignty;

2. Mutual non-aggression;

3. Mutual non-interference

in each other’s internal

affairs;

4. Equality and mutual

benefit;

5. Peaceful co-existence.

Mr Wen said that the

Five Principles of Peaceful

Coexistence are still correct

and firm and are being

practised till entering the

21st Century; that they are

worthy of being practised

by all the countries till the

end of the world; that the

old security ideology of

forming military alliances

and reinforcing arms and

ammunition should be

abolished totally; and that

the Cold War policies

should be discarded utterly,

while substituting them with

the option of mutual trust,

mutual benefits, equality,

and peaceful and friendly

cooperation.

The Chinese Premier

assured that China will

never perform acts of

threatening, dominating,

intruding and bullying

others and extending its

territory. Thus, I would like

to present the fact that the

ill effects of the extreme US

foreign policy have

jeopardized the Americans

as well as the international

relations.

Myanma Alin+Kyemon:
(21-8-2004)

(Translation: TMT)

In Myanmar, the Tatmadaw Government, that has
overcome those hardships, is giving priority to the national
consolidation and advancement and progress of the
production sector, or in other words, it is endeavouring
to build a democratic nation. Thus, since the advent of
the Tatmadaw Government, all the economic sectors
including, agricultural, livestock breeding, industrial and
trade spheres have been enjoying freedom and
transparency, the people’s living standard improving,
infrastructures developing at an unprecedented degree,
the export market widening, and especially, there has been
progress in economic cooperation with neighbouring
countries and BIMSTEC nations in addition to the
ASEAN+3 nations. The volume of imports as well as
production has also been rising.

At present, the neo-colonialism and the unruly acts
of the Whites are at their heights. In accord with a maxim,
which goes “The end justifies the means”, they are even
using terrorism as a just method. In the world there are
only two kinds of terrorism — individual-led terrorism
and State-led terrorism. The latter is being used by the
Whites. Anyhow, the non-White countries should be aware
of the Whites’ acts. But the rowdy acts of the Whites are
not a strange thing. A tactic of the Whites is the use of
one’s own men to attack him. As they are wealthy, they
can easily deceive small countries with their financial
power.

Efficient use of fuel

* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of elec-

tricity only if there is not enough
natural light

* Use the least possible amount of elec-
tricity required in production and serv-
ice enterprises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others
There are about 500,000 households

using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving
a four-foot fluorescent lamp everyday by
each household amounts to saving power
that is equal to the capacity a 20-mega-
watt power station can supply.

Efficient use of electricity
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faulted in Abu Ghraib probe

 WASHINGTON , 21 Aug — A US Army investigation
into abuse at Abu Ghraib Prison in Iraq finds they
resulted from failures of leadership at the highest levels
of command, the Washington Post reported on Friday.

 The Post quoted

unnamed senior defence

officials as saying the

investigation led by Major-

General George Fay found

that a combination of

leadership failures,

confusing policies, lack of

discipline and “absolute

confusion” at the prison led

to the abuse.

 Seven military police

personnel have been

charged with the abuses

which included sexual

humiliation of Iraqi

prisoners and caused

outrage across the world.

 “There was total

confusion about the military

intelligence tactics,

techniques and procedures,”

the Post quoted one official

as saying.

 The probe said top

commanders shared

responsibility for not fully

paying attention to signs of

abuse or to reports from the

International Committee of

the Red Cross.

 “Command should

have paid more attention to

the issue,” one official told

the Post. “Signals,

symptoms of abuse weren’t

fully vetted to the top”.

 However, the

investigation stopped short

of saying that soldiers were

ordered to abuse detainees

and no Army officers were

likely to face criminal

charges, the paper said.

 The White House and

Defence Department have

blamed the abuse at Abu

Ghraib on low-level military

personnel acting on their

own initiative.

 The Post quoted its

sources as saying the report

implicated five civilian

contractors in the abuses

and that the Army would

recommend their cases be

sent to the Justice

Department for possible

prosecution. The Fay report

is expected to be sent to

Congress next week.

MNA/Reuters

US man charged with fraud
over Monet sale

 PROVIDENCE   (Rhode Island), 21 Aug— A man who
brokered the sale of a painting by master impressionist
Claude Monet bilked the seller out of nearly two million
dollars  by misrepresenting the  price, US prosecutors
said on Thursday.

Hungary’s ruling Socialist Party
dumps PM

 BUDAPEST, 21 Aug — Hungary’s ruling Socialist
Party said Thursday that it accepted Prime Minister
Peter Medgyessy’s resignation and has named a
candidate for the post.

 The party’s decision to dump Medgyessy came

shortly after he threatened to step down following disputes

with the junior coalition partner in the government, the

Free Democrats, over a Cabinet reshuffle, in which Free

Democrats-nominated Economy Minister Istvan Csillag

was dismissed.

 “The Socialist Party is committed to maintaining the

coalition and to a successful government and therefore

decided to use its right ...to nominate a prime minister,”

Socialist Party President Laszlo Kovacs told a Press

conference.

 Kovacs said his party has named a new candidate

for prime minister but will withhold the candidate’s name

until after a meeting with the Free Democrats over the

weekend to discuss the matter.

 Under the Hungarian law, the prime minister is

nominated by the President based on suggestions from

the biggest party in Parliament and must be approved in

Parliament by a simple majority.

 Hungary’s MTI news agency reported that Peter Kiss,

a former labour minister and currently director of the

Prime Minister’s Office, is to succeed Medgyessy as prime

minister.

 MNA/Xinhua

Iraq’s Sistani leaves London
hospital after operation

 LONDON, 21 Aug — Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, Iraq’s

most influential Shiite cleric, was discharged from a

London hospital on Thursday after heart surgery, but

will stay in Britain for the time-being, his spokesman

said.

 Sistani’s health could turn out to be crucial to Iraq’s

stability as he opposes the violent resistance led by young

Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, who is defying orders from

Iraq’s Prime Minister to disarm his militia in Najaf.

 The 73-year-old cleric had an operation on his heart

last week and underwent eye surgery on Monday.

 “The Ayatollah has left hospital but is still under

doctors’ supervision,” Sistani’s representative in London

Murtada al-Kashmiri told Reuters, adding that he was

recovering and would need further medical tests.

  “He wants to return to Iraq as soon as possible but

it depends on the doctors’ advice.”

MNA/Reuters

33 hurt as Azores plane
avoids collision

 L ISBON, 21 Aug — Thirty-three TAP-Air Portugal
passengers and crew were slightly injured when the
plane made a hasty manoeuvre to avoid a mid-air
collision just before landing on an island in The Azores
on Friday, TAP said.

 None of the injuries to

the 31 passengers and two

crew members were

serious, the state-owned

airline said.

 The incident happened

at the airport at Lages US

Air Force base, TAP said

in a statement.

  The Airbus A-310
carrying 133 passengers

was flying from Lisbon to

Terceira, an Atlantic

Ocean Island that is part

of the Portuguese

archipelago the Azores.

The plane was beginning

its landing about 9:40 a.m.

(0840 GMT) when the

captain quickly dropped to

a lower altitude to avoid

hitting another plane, the

statement said.

 A TAP spokeswoman

said she did not have any

details on the other plane.

 “The fact that many

passengers did not have seat

belts on at that time led to

the injuries,” a TAP

statement said.

All of the passengers

were taken to a hospital.

 Some of the injured

had been released from the

hospital by afternoon, a

TAP spokeswoman said.

MNA/Reutres

 Rocco DeSimone, of

Johnston, Rhode Island,

was indicted by a federal

grand jury this week on two

counts of wire service fraud

and one count of filing a

false income tax return in

connection with the 1999

sale of Monet’s “Canal in

Zaandam”.

 According to the

indictment, DeSimone sold

the painting for  a New

York woman, who said she

wanted three million dollars

for it.

 DeSimone told the seller

he could only sell it for 2.7

million  even though he had

found a buyer willing to pay

4,650,000 million dollars,

US Attorney Robert Clark

Corrente said in a

statement.

The indictment said

DeSimone kept the

difference.

 Prosecutors said that at

the same time that he sold

the Monet, DeSimone also

sold two other paintings to

the same  purchaser: “Les

Mouettes”, by Henri

Matisse, for 650,000 million

dollars, and “Jeune Fille

Blonde”, by Pierre Auguste

Renoir, for  3,000,000

million. The total sale price

was 8.3 million dollars for

the three  paintings.

 If convicted, DeSimone

faces up to five years in

prison and a 250,000-

million-dollar fine for each

of the wire fraud charges

and up to three years in

prison and a 100,000-

million-dollar fine for the

tax-related  charge.

MNA/Reuters

Mei Sheng, the San Diego Zoo’s giant panda cub,
gets a grip on the ice sculpted number one, at the
cub’s first birthday celebration on Thursday, 19
Aug, 2004, at the zoo in San Diego. —INTERNET

Bulgarian archaeologist Georgi Kitov shows a
2,500-year-old (400-500 B.C.) golden mask, in the
town of Shipka, 200 kilometers east of the capital

Sofia.—INTERNET

East African nations to negotiate

for ARVs as a bloc
 DAR-ES-SALAAM, 21 Aug — The three-member

East African Community (EAC) has agreed to negotiate

as a bloc for anti-HIV/AIDS drugs to be produced locally

so as to reduce the cost for poverty-stricken locals.

 The agreement was reached during a meeting

in Arusha among Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania, all the

EAC members since the bloc was established in 1967,

local newspaper Daily News reported on Friday.

 The three EAC countries are to negotiate with

licensed anti-retroviral (ARVs) drug manufacturers for

local production of generic drugs for distribution in the

region. ARVs are taken now as a life-prolonging drug for

full-blown AIDS sufferers.

 Yet due to the high price of anti-HIV/AIDS

drugs, only one out of 10 people in the region living with

HIV/AIDS can afford them.

 MNA/Reuters
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UNION OF MYANMAR

MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION
MYANMA RAILWAYS

INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER
1. Sealed Tenders are invited by Myanma Railways,

or supply of the following Equipment which will be

purchased in Myanmar Kyats:-

Tender No-26/MA  MA/ Local/(CTM)
Sr.         Description                           Quantity
1. Solar Module/Charge Controller/Cable 1-Lot.

2. 12V. Lead Acid Battery 120/200 AH 95-Nos.

3. Inverter 24Vdc 230 Vac 15-Nos.

4. PVC 3/029 Twin Wire (300'/Coil) 15-Coils.

5. Angle 2 1/2" x 2 1/2"x 1/4" (20'L) 135-Nos.

6. Bolt & Nut No. 10 (2"L)   90-Doz

Closing date.- 20.9.2004 (Monday) (12.00) Hours.

2. Tender documents are available at the office of the

Deputy General Manager (Supply). Myanma Rail-

ways, Corner of 15st Street and Merchant Street,

Botataung, Yangon starting from 23.8.2004 during

the office hours.

3. For further detail, please call: 291982,291994,

201555 Ext-602, 613,

Deputy General Manager
Supply Department, Myanma Railways, Botataung

Yangon

West Nile virus takes
another toll in California

 LOS ANGELES, 21 Aug—  Local health officials on

Thursday confirmed a third West Nile virus death in

Los Angeles County, bringing the death toll from the

mosquito-borne disease to six in the western US state of

California.

 Dr. Laurene Mascola, chief of the Acute Communica-

ble Disease Control Programme at the county Department

of Health Services, said the latest victim is a 60-year-old

man from the eastern part of Los Angeles County.

 The eastern region is a hot spot for West Nile-carrying

mosquitos, but Mascola urged everyone in all parts of the

county to protect themselves.

 “Mosquitos fly,” she said. “People travel.”

 The other county residents known to have died of West

Nile virus this year include a 91-year-old Northridge woman

and an 88-year-old Long Beach woman.

 MNA/Xinhua

 163 kilos of cocaine seized in Nicaragua
 MANAGUA , 20 Aug— More than 163 kilos of cocaine were seized by Nicaragua’s

General Customs Administration on Thursday afternoon, official sources said.
 The drug was hidden in

a pick-up truck with a Gua-

temalan licence plate. The

truck has been under the

stakeout of the Customs au-

thorities for several months.

 Police spokeswoman

Marta Torres said the pick-

up truck entered Nicaragua

through the border post of

Penas Blancas, south of the

country, three months ago.

 When the vehicle tried

to cross a border in north

Nicaragua, Las Manos au-

thorities decided to confis-

cate the truck after finding

its licence plate was not reg-

istered in Guatemala, but the

driver managed to escape.

 The drug was discovered

when its owner, a Guatema-

lan citizen, appeared on

Thursday to show some

documents of the truck, the

spokeswoman said.

 During the operation,

two presumed Colombians

and one Costa Rican were

arrested, who said the pick-

up truck belonged to a Gua-

temalan.

 They said the Guatema-

lan hired them to take the

vehicle into Guatemala, but

they said they did not know

there was drug hidden inside

the truck.

MNA/Xinhua

Typhoon “Megi” death toll in north
Japan hits 13

 TOKYO , 20 Aug—Typhoon Megi killed one person as it slammed ashore in northern
Japan on Friday, bringing the death toll to at least 13 and cutting power to thousands
of homes before heading out into the Pacific.

 The storm has killed 10

people in Japan and three in

South Korea over the past

three days as it swept north-

wards between Japan and the

Korean Peninsula, triggering

landslides and floods that

forced the evacuation of more

than 3,000 people.

 Two were still missing

in South Korea.

 Megi, which means “cat-

fish” in Korean, made land-

fall on the Tsugaru Peninsula

on the northern tip of the main

Japanese island of Honshu at

around 6 a.m. (2100 GMT),

officials said, but by noon

had headed out into the Pa-

cific.

 Police said the latest vic-

tim was a 68-year-old man

riding a motorbike who was

killed when he was struck by

an advertising sign sent fly-

ing by the wind.

 At least seven people,

including several children,

were cut by glass from bro-

ken windows.

 “The winds have been

really something, quite

strong,” said a police spokes-

man in Yamagata, south of

Aomori.

 The strong winds

pounded Aomori, a city at the

centre of a famous fruit grow-

ing region at the northern tip

of the island of Honshu, NHK

television said.

 At one point, around

130,000 households in

Aomori Prefecture lost

power.  The storm also snarled

transportation, with some 24

flights cancelled and delays

on local train lines.

 At 0200 GMT, the storm

was out over the Pacific, about

31 miles southwest of Cape

Erimo on the northernmost

island of Hokkaido, and pick-

ing up speed.

 Forecasts called for it to

be downgraded to a tropical

depression later in the day.

 About 1.8 inches of rain

an hour was recorded in parts

of northern Japan, and there

were occasional gusts of wind

as high as 91 miles per hour.

 MNA/Reuters

Colombian
authorities
destroy 19

cocaine
processing

centres
 BOGOTA, 20 Aug— Co-

lombia’s Armed Forces and

national police destroyed 19

drug processing laboratories

in the southern department

of Narino on the Pacific

coast, official sources said

on Wednesday.

 The troops and the staff

of the Attorney General’s

Office carried out joint op-

erations for 10 days and

launched raids in the areas of

Llorente and Satinga in the

city of Tumaco.

 They seized 150 tons of

chemicals used for drug pro-

duction, packing systems and

systems to control drug qual-

ity.  Commander of the Pa-

cific Ocean Marines Force

Admiral Alvaro Echandia

said the laboratories be-

longed to guerillas and para-

military forces in associa-

tion with pushers in the north

of the southwestern depart-

ment of Valle del Cauca.

 The destruction of the

cocaine-processing laborato-

ries is the largest such opera-

tion over the past 10 years.

 Colombia remains to be

one of the most important

drug producers in the world.

Its major markets are the

United States and Europe.

MNA/Xinhua

Complainte about flight cancellations
rise in Britain

 LONDON, 20 Aug— Complaints about flight cancellations in Britain have doubled
in the past two years as more passengers fly on low-cost airlines, an airline consumer
group said Thursday.

 The Air Transport Users Council (AUC)

said it received 740 complaints about can-

celled flights for the year to the end of

March, compared to 558 the previous year

and 354 in 2001/02.

 “It appears likely that the rise in no-

frills traffic is fuelling the surge in these

complaints,” AUC Chairman Tina Tietjen

said.

 Total complaints against airlines rose 7

per cent to 5,722.

 In an annual assessment of airline pas-

senger gripes, British Airways Plc topped the

list with 252 complaints which was slightly

down on last year’s 257.

 Low-cost carrier easyJet followed with

173 complaints and its Dublin-based com-

petitor Ryanair with 160.

 The council said complaints about mis-

handled baggage had fallen 23 per cent but

remained the number one source of com-

plaints. — MNA/Reuters

British house prices fall
2% in July/August

 LONDON, 20 Aug —  British house asking prices fell
a non-seasonally adjusted 2 per cent in the five weeks to
mid-August, property web site Rightmove said on Thurs-
day, supporting a growing view that the market may
now be cooling.

 Interest rates, which

have risen 1.25 percentage

points to 4.75 per cent since

November, were blamed for

pushing average asking

prices down to 192,335

pounds (352,100 US dollars)

on August 14 from 196,198

pounds on      July 10.

 The residential property

market is a key economic

indicator in a country where

two-thirds of people own

their home.

 “The Bank of England

can’t raise the cost of bor-

rowing five times in nine

months without something

happening,” Rightmove

commercial director Miles

Shipside said.

 “While it took much

longer than people expected,

it’s now hitting the housing

market at the sharp end —

and asking prices have been

declining in each of the last

five weeks.”

 The Bank of England,

which in recent months had

expressed concern about

runaway house price infla-

tion, last week said there were

tentative signs of a

slowdown, after a number of

surveys pointed to this.

 MNA/Reuters

The best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago.
The second best time is now.
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Pacific women’s ministers call for
gender equality

 WELLINGTON , 21 Aug— Fiji’s Minister for Education Ro Teimumu Kepa stressed
commitment to gender equality when opening the 2nd Pacific Women’s Ministers
Meeting on Thursday in Nadi, Fiji, according to Pacnews on Friday.

 Ro Teimumu urged min-

isters to place importance on

the outcome of their meet-

ing in the coming two days,

saying it was a development

that must be considered to

integrate into the recently

discussed Pacific Plan,

adopted by Pacific Islands

Forum Leaders Apia, Sa-

moa, at their 35th annual

summit.

 “I am pleased that your

governments have sent you

here to discuss and deliber-

ate on this very important

area of the advancement of

women and the attainment

of gender equality,” she told

over 100 delegates to the 2nd

Ministerial Meeting.

 Ro Teimumu said Pa-

cific leaders had just con-

cluded their meeting in Sa-

moa, during which they en-

dorsed a Pacific Plan which

is to be the strategic frame-

work as a guide to achieving

the Forum Leaders’ vision

of a peaceful and united Pa-

cific Islands region.

 “Given this develop-

ment, it will be important

that the outcome of this min-

isters’ meeting integrates

into the strategies and im-

plementation of the Pacific

Plan the central theme of

gender equality and the em-

powerment of women,” she

said.

 “It has been ten years

since Pacific ministers met

in Noumea and linked the

development and advance-

ment of women with sus-

tainable development,” Ro

Teimumu said. “The vision-

ary Noumea Declaration was

comprehensive and forward-

looking and its overall mes-

sage clear — without wom-

en’s participation, develop-

ment is not sustainable”.

 “Indeed we have had a

fair share of disruptions, so-

cial and political upheavals

and economic shocks but at a

global level, we have not

shied away from making

commitments,” the minister

added.

MNA/Xinhua

Lightning flashes northwest of the Lee Canyon Road turnoff northwest of Las Vegas,
Nevada, during a thunderstorm over the Spring Mountains, on late 15 Aug, 2004. The

chances of thunderstorms in Southern Nevada will continue for Tuesday and
Wednesday, the National Weather Service  said. —INTERNET

Ex-chess champ Fischer’s marriage
plans hit snag

 TOKYO , 21 Aug— A Japanese chess great who plans to marry former world
champion Bobby Fischer and help him avoid deportation home to the United States
declared herself on Thursday to be a pawn seeking to become a queen.

 Miyoko Watai appealed for help to wed

her king after their plans to marry appeared

checkmated by a bureaucratic glitch.

 “I am a pawn, but in chess there is such

a thing as pawn promotion, where a pawn

can become a queen,” said the soft-spoken

59-year-old, four times the women’s chess

champion in Japan.

 “He is my king and I want to become his

queen so we can join together and win,” she

told a news conference.

 Fischer’s lawyer said the marriage plans

had hit a legal snag.

 Fischer, 61, one of the chess world’s

great eccentrics, has been wanted at home

since 1992, when he violated US economic

sanctions by going to Yugoslavia and win-

ning 3 million US dollars for playing a chess

match in which he beat old rival Boris

Spassky.

 The grandmaster was detained at To-

kyo’s Narita Airport last month when he

tried to leave for Manila on a passport US

officials say was invalid.

 The strange story of the brilliant but

unpredictable Fischer took a surprising twist

on Monday when his lawyer, Masako

Suzuki, said he had decided to marry Watai,

the acting head of the Japan Chess Associa-

tion.

 The marriage has yet to take place,

Suzuki told the news conference, adding

that officials at a local government office

had not accepted a marriage application

signed by the couple.

 MNA/Reuters

Scientists say Malaysia turtle nesting
sites at risk

 K UALA  LUMPUR, 20 Aug— Malaysia, once a major breeding ground, is in danger
of losing its ocean-roaming leatherback turtles as humans eat their eggs, trap them
in fishing nets and encroach on nesting sites, scientists said on Wednesday.

 Fewer than 10 nests re-

mained in Malaysia’s north-

east state of Terengganu

where a few decades ago

there had been 10,000, the

scientists said after a two-

day international conference

on how to save the animals.

 “Many populations are

in danger of extinction and

could be gone in a few years

if there is no urgent and ef-

fective action,” the scien-

tists said in a statement.

 Along with the risk to

the huge leatherbacks,

which grow to 9 feet long

and up to 2,000 pounds,

populations of other breeds

such as the green, olive

ridley and hawksbill turtles

were also vulnerable, they

said.

 “Globally, the sea tur-

tles are in serious trouble,

particularly the leatherbacks

and loggerheads,” said

Theodore Groves, who

teaches environmental eco-

nomics at the University of

California at San Diego.

 The scientists, meeting

near one of Malaysia’s few

protected turtle nesting sites,

released 400 baby turtles,

no bigger than the palm of

an adult human hand, into

the sea.

 But those who gathered

to witness the release also

had an impact on the turtles.

An adult turtle making its

way to the shore turned back

in the face of lights and

noise.

 Malaysia only protects

the eggs of the leatherback

turtles so harvesting contin-

ues, said Dion Ysius

Sharma, the national pro-

gramme director for WWF

Malaysia. Turtles that make

it to sea may be harvested in

other countries where the

meat is a delicacy.

 The scientists wel-

comed a decision by

Terengganu authorities to

turn 148 acres of coastline

into a sanctuary for nesting

turtles but said much more

was needed — including

five more sanctuaries and a

new source of income for

people who harvest turtle

eggs.

 Turtles take 10 to 30

years to reach maturity and

return to where they were

born to breed, so a beach

was unlikely to be re-colo-

nized if the turtles there dis-

appeared, the scientists

said.

 MNA/Reuters

Baby turtles are kept in a pail before their release into the
sea at Malaysia’s Ma’ Daerah Turtle Sanctuary Centre in
Kemaman, in the northeastern state of Terengganu, on 17
Aug, 2004. The sanctuary, opened in 1999, is a hatchery
and conservation centre dedicated to the preservation of
sea turtles. The Malaysian east coast is a popular breed-

ing ground for leatherback turtles, green turtles,
hawksbill and the olive ridely breed. —INTERNET
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S Africa says poor nations must
unite to reform UN

Brunei visit off for stressed Japanese
princess

 TOKYO, 21 Aug—Ja-

pan’s Crown Princess

Masako will not be attend-

ing a September wedding in

Brunei after all, media said

on Friday, dashing hopes

that she might emerge from

months of seclusion stem-

ming from a stress-related

mental disorder.

 There had been expec-

tations that Masako, who the

palace said last month was

suffering from depression

caused by having to adapt to

royal life, would visit South-

east Asian country for the

marriage of Crown Prince

Al-Muhtadee Billah on Sep-

tember 9. Her husband,

Crown Prince Naruhito, will

go alone instead, NHK na-

tional television said.

 A spokesman for the

Imperial Household Agency

declined to confirm the re-

port. “The Crown Princess

appears to be taking things

easy,” he added. “We haven’t

heard of any great changes

in her condition”.

 The 40-year-old princess

has not taken part in any of-

ficial duties since Decem-

ber, when she was hospital-

ized for shingles, a condition

often caused by stress.

 Royal watchers say

much of the stress is from

pressure on her to produce a

male heir and moves to pre-

vent her from acting as a sort

of “royal envoy” overseas.

MNA/Reuters

 DURBAN (South Africa),

21 Aug — Developing

countries must band together

to force the powerful West to

help tackle their problems

from poverty to reform of the

United Nations, South

African President Thabo

Mbeki said on Thursday.

 Mbeki told foreign

ministers from the 115-

member Non-Aligned

Movement that poor countries

had shown they could make

the West stand and take note

by their united actions on the

global trade arena and it was

time to consolidate those gains.

 He was referring to the

collapse of global trade talks

in Cancun, Mexico, when poor

nations refused to agree to

compromises they said hurt

their people and interests.

 Mbeki said the biggest

challenges faced by

developing nations were

poverty and underdevelop-

ment, peace, security and

terrorism, and the restructuring

of global power centres which

he said was key to growing

developing countries.  "The

manner in which global power

is exercised impacts on the

things that we seek to do,"

Mbeki told the ministers.

 "The transformation of the

United Nations has taken far

too long. The other multilateral

institutions like the Bretton

Woods institutions (World

Bank and International

Monetary Fund) and the

World Trade Organization

also need to be transformed to

meet the needs of our people,"

he said.

MNA/Reuters
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Hungary extend Scotland’s misery in home friendlies
 GLASGOW, 20 Aug—Scotland remain without a friendly win at Hampden Park for

eight years after they were hammered 3-0 by Hungary on Wednesday.

Chinese veteran Zhang pockets
first badminton gold

 ATHENS, 20 Aug— Zhang Ning, No 2 seed from China won the first

gold for the Chinese badminton team by beating Mia Audina of the

Netherlands 8-11, 11-6, 11-7 in the women's singles final match of the

Olympic badminton tournament.

 Mia, the former Indonesian genius who crushed top seed Gong

Ruina in the semifinal with a humiliating 11-4, 11-2 win, regained her

best form in the first set, pressing Zhang Ning to make consecutive

errors in the end of the first set, and won the first set 11-8.

 World champion Zhang Ning, however, did not feel distressed after

losing the first set, and recollected all her efforts to fight back, finishing

the second set 11-6 with a serve point.

 In the third set, Mia, annoyed by two judgements of linesmen and a

yellow card from the umpire, started to make more and more errors,

handing over the Olympic gold to Zhang 7-11. Mia, No.4 seed in the

tournament who was satisfied with the silver medal in Atlanta, admitted

that she was a little disappointed right after the match.—MNA/Xinhua

Japan's Anno wins first Olympic
judo gold

 ATHENS, 20 Aug— Japan's triple world champion Noriko

Anno beat Chinese judoka Liu Xia by ippon here on Friday

to claim the women's 78kg title at the Athens Olympics.

 This is the first Olympic gold for Anno, who took the

78kg golds consecutively in the World Championships in

Birmingham 1999, Munich 2001 and Osaka 2003.

 Anno, 28, scored a yuko (5 points) with only 90 seconds

to go, forcing Liu, 25, the 2002 Wuppertal (Germany) Super

A Tournament winner in over 78kg category, to change the

effective tactics of defence into risky attacking.

 Less than 30 seconds to go, Liu, who is obviously taller

than Anno, launched waves of attacks on Anno but the latter

grasped one scoring chance to throw Liu to ground.

 Liu landed on her back. "Ippon", the referee gifted the

Olympic gold to Anno, who cried at once on the mat.

 Anno, who began the sport at the age of three, also

thanked many people for their help in her career.

MNA/Xinhua

Owen given
warm welcome

at first Real
Madrid session

 MADRID, 20 Aug—Eng-

land striker Michael Owen

was given a warm welcome

by his new Real Madrid

teammates and waiting fans

on Thursday when he took

part in his first training ses-

sion since joining the club

last week.

 Around 500 fans were at

the Real's training ground to

greet the former Liverpool

player who joined Real in a

whirlwind transfer for 12

million euros (14.84 million

dollars) late last week.

 Owen was chaperoned by

England colleague David

Beckham at the Las Rozas

training facility, where he

was introduced to club cap-

tain Raul, Zinedine Zidane

and his new teammates.

 Owen and Beckham were

cheered by the fans as they

jogged round the pitch to-

gether with the other players

who had been on interna-

tional duty this week.

MNA/Reuters

Diouf completes season-long loan move to Bolton

 Two goals from Ferencvaros midfielder

Szabolcs Huszti helped consign Berti Vogts'

side to a seventh straight defeat at the na-

tional stadium three weeks before they host

their opening 2006 World Cup qualifying

game against Slovenia.

 It was the Scots' heaviest home defeat

since they lost 5-0 to England in February

1973. Scotland exuded enthusiasm in the

first-half but the visitors produced a strong

display afterwards to boost their confidence

ahead of their first qualifier in Croatia on

September 4. Scotland's last friendly victory

at Hampden came in a 1-0 win against Aus-

tralia in March 1996 and they never looked

likely to repeat that before a paltry 15,933

crowd at the 52,000-capacity Hampden.

 Hungary controversailly took the lead

seconds before half-time thanks to a cool

finish by Huszti from the penalty spot.

 Substitute Peter Kovacs, who replaced

the injured Sandor Torghelle on 24 minutes,

clearly tripped over his own feet after evad-

ing Andy Webster but referee Laurent

Duhamel pointed to the spot instead.

 Matters worsened for Scotland after 52

minutes as Huszti quickly scampered upfield

to lash home his third goal in five internation-

als via a post from long range.

 James McFadden wasted a chance to re-

spond moments later by delaying but only a

superb stop by Celtic goalkeeper David

Marshall denied the visitors a third on the

hour mark.—MNA/Reuters

Golden day for Japan, South Korea
 ATHENS, 20 Aug— Japanese swimmer Kosuke Kitajima won his second Olympic

gold medal and South Korea's dominant women's archers nailed gold and silver in
Athens on Wednesday.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

US rallies past Australia
in men's basketball

 ATHENS, 20 Aug—The Dream Team of the United States

rallied past Australia 89-79 on Thursday to take its second

straight win at the Athens Olympics men's basketball tour-

nament. The United States improved its record to 2-1 in

preliminary Group B where Australia dropped to 1-2.

 Trailing most of the first half and entering the fourth

quarter 67-65 down, the United States rallied with a 22-5 run

for a 87-72 lead one minute and 49 seconds from the end.

 Lebron James and Shawn Marion came from the bench

to score six points apiece in the late run, which sealed the

victory for the defending Olympic champion, with James

capping it with an alley-oop dunk assisted by Stephon

Marbury. Marion finished with 16 points and eight rebounds

and James added eight points and five assists.

 James, who was making his Olympic debut, was boosted

by the come-from-behind victory of the sixth edition of the

Dream Team of the United States.

 Tim Duncan led the United States with 18 points and 11

rebounds, Allen Iverson added 16 points.

 The Australians raced to a 31-21 lead after the first

quarter on back of six three-pointers.

 The United States, who suffered a stunning 92-73 defeat

to Puerto Rico before edging past Greece 77-71 in the first

two rounds of competition, opened the second quarter with

an 8-2 run with Lebron James' alley-oop dunk, assisted by

Amare Stoudemire, pulling the Americans within 33-29.

 The two sides exchanged runs late in the second quarter

and Australia led 51-47 at the half time.—MNA/Xinhua

ACROSS
 5 Govern

 8 Predict

 9 Citrus fruit

10 Senior councillors

11 Provide food

14 Consumed

16 Metal

17 Firework

18 Foot digit

20 Female dog

24 Ancient Greek

25 Hazy

26 Introduction to opera

27 Intended

DOWN
 1 Garbage

 2 Classify in rank

 3 Twenty

 4 Viewpoint

 6 Refinement

 7 Propounder of theorems

12 Place of residence

13 Example

14 Skill

15 Before

19 Eight note span

21 Facial hair

22 Resentment

23 Bury

Brazil's Daniela (R) fights for the ball with Mexico's Vergara
Monica (L) during a women's soccer quarter-final match at
the Pankritio Stadium, on 20 Aug, 2004 at the Athens 2004

Olympic Games .Brazil won the match 5-0.—INTERNET

Benfica's Luis Miguel (L) is challenged by Porto's Hugo
Leal during their Portuguese Super Cup soccer match at
the Cidade de Coimbra stadium in Coimbra, Portugal,

on 20 Aug, 2004. —INTERNET

 On a day when medals

table leader China warned

against complacency in the

face of hard-charging Ameri-

cans in areas of Chinese

weakness like athletics, Chi-

na's vaunted table tennis and

badminton players suffered

upset losses.

 Kitajima, 21, beat US

world record holder Brendan

Hansen for the second time

in four days to clinch the title

in the men's 200-metre breast-

stroke and Japan's eight gold.

 Earlier, Masae Ueno's

won gold in women's judo

70-kg. In a women's indi-

vidual archery final that was

an all-South Korean affair,

Park Sung-hyun won her

country's sixth straight Ol-

ympic archery gold with a

bullseye with her last arrow

to edge young compatriot

Lee Sung-jin 110-108.

 South Korea got a pleas-

ant surprise in men's all-

round gymnastics, when rela-

tively unheralded Kim Dae-

eun, 19, and Yang Tae-

young, 24, won the silver

and the bronze.

 China remained at the top

of the medals table on

Wednesday having captured

11 golds, seven silvers and

four bronze. The Asia sports

power and 2008 Games host

added one gold with Zhang

Guozheng taking China's

third weightlifting gold, in

the men's 69kg.

 But China was warned

against gloating over their

lead as the focus of the Games

moved to the track.

 Despite China's best ever

Olympics start, "the events

ahead are the strong suits of

the United States and

Russia", Chinese team

spokeswoman He Huixian

told reporters.

 She had no sooner spo-

ken than China's top men's

doubles pair of Kong Linghiu

and Wang Hao were upset in

the third round of the table

tennis by the Swedish duo of

Jan-Ove Waldner and Jorgen

Persson. Wang Hao ad-

vanced in the men's singles.

MNA/Reuters

 LONDON, 20 Aug— Sen-

egal striker El-Hadji Diouf

completed his season-long

loan deal from Liverpool to

Premier League rivals Bol-

ton Wanderers on Thursday.

 Diouf, 23, who has twice

been named African Player

of the Year, is expected to

travel with his new

teammates for their league

match against Fulham on

Saturday but unlikely to

play. Bolton manager Sam

Allardyce, who has signed

eight players since the end of

last season, told Bolton's web

xsite: "I believe that we have

recruited a player of real po-

tential.

 "I firmly believe we can

resurrect his career and give

him the impetus to recapture

the form that made him into

one of the best footballers to

come out of Africa in recent

times."  Diouf joined Liver-

pool after the 2002 World

Cup finals from Racing Club

Lens for 10 million pounds

(18.31 million US dollars),

and played 75 times for them

scoring six goals. He did not

score last season, however,

after converting from a striker

to a right-sided midfielder.

 He was clearly not a part

of new Liverpool coach

Rafael Benitez' plans after

the Spaniard did not allocate

Diouf a squad number at the

start of this season.

MNA/Reuters
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WEATHER

Saturday, 21 August 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours

MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been partly

cloudy in Kayah State and rain has been isolated in lower

Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions, scattered in Shan, Kayin,

Mon States, Yangon Division and widespread in the re-

maining areas with isolated heavyfall in Taninthayi Divi-

sion. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded were

Kawthong 3.82 inches, Pyapon 2.36 inches and

Ngathaichaung 2.28 inches.

Maximum temperature on 20-8-2004 was 82°F. Mini-

mum temperature on 21-8-2004 was 69°F. Relative hu-

midity at 9:30 hrs MST on 21-8-2004 was 96%. Total

sunshine hours on 20-8-2004 was nil. Rainfall on 21-8-

2004 was 1mm (0.04 inch) at Yangon Airport, 4mm

(0.15inch) at Kaba-Aye, 16mm (0.63 inch) at central

Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004 was 2341mm (92.17

inches) at Yangon Airport, 2298mm (90.47 inches) at

Kaba-Aye and 2300mm (90.55inches) at central Yangon.

Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 8 mph

from South at 18:30 hours MST on 20-8-2004.

Bay inference: Monsoon is generally strong in the

Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 22-8-2004: Rain will

be isolated in lower Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway

Divisions, scattered in Shan, Kayah and Chin States and

widespread in the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is

100%.

State of the sea: Squalls with moderate to rough seas

are likely at times off and along Myanmar Coast. Surface

wind speed in squalls may reach (35) to (40) mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of

scanty rain in Northern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
22-8-2004: Some rain. Degree of certainty is (100%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
22-8-2004: Likelihood of isolated rain. Degree of cer-

tainty is (60%).

Flood bulletin
(Issued at 11:00 hrs MST on 21-8-2004)

The water level of Thanlwin River at Hpa-an is 40 cm

about 1.5 ft above the danger level. It may continue to fall

below the danger level during the next 5 days commenc-

ing noon today.

Sunday, August 22
Tune in today:

8.30 am Brief news

8.35 am Music: I do

cherish you

8.40 am Perspectives

8.45 am Music: Feel

good

8.55 am National news/

Slogan

9.05 am Music: You get

what you give

9.10 am International

News

9.15 am Cultural Images

of Myanmar

1.30 pm News/Slogan

1.40 pm Story for

children

- Pinochio

1.50 pm Songs for

children

9.00 pm Weekly news

review

9.10 pm Music

9.15 pm Article

9.25 pm Adapted ori-

ginals

9.45 pm News/Slogan

10.00 pm PEL

7:00 am
 1 Recitation of Parittas

by Mingun Sayadaw

7:25 am
 2. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am
 3. Morning news

7:40 am
 4. Nice and sweet song

7:50 am
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8:30 am
 8. International news

8:45 am
 9. Say it in English

11:00 am
 1. Martial song

11:10 am
 2. Musical programme

11:25 am
 3. Round-up of the

week’s international

news

11:40 pm
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12:30 pm
 6. Myanmar video fea-

ture:
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22-8-2004 (Sunday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)
9:00 Signature Tune

Greeting

9:02 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Myanma

Panorama & Myan-

ma Sentiment”

9:06 Shan Market Day

9:10 Headline News
9:12 Mandalay and its

popular snack

9:15 National News
9:20 Myanmar Movies

Impact

9:30 National News
9:35 Myanma Traditional

Handiwork of Cast-

ing

9:40 Song “Aristocratic

Beauty”

9:45 National News
9:50 Exciting

Adventurous

Journey (Part-II)

9:58 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Come and

See Myanmar”

22-8-2004 (Sunday)
Evening Transmission

(15:30 - 17:30)
15:30 Signature Tune

Greeting

15:32 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Mingala-

bar”

15:36 Shan Market Day

15:40Headline News
15:42 Mandalay and its

popular snack

15:45National News
15:50 Myanmar Movies

Impact

16:00National News

16:05 Myanma Traditional

Handiwork of Cast-

ing

16:10 Song “Aristocratic

Beauty”

16:15National News
16:20 Exciting

Adventurous

Journey (Part-II)

16:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Myanma

Panorama & Myan-

ma Sentiment”

16:30 National News
16:35 Bagan archeological

Museum

16:40 Myanmar Jaggery

16:45 National News
16:50 Fabulous Glassware

Dance

17:00 National News
17:05 Simple and Beautiful

Rural Life

17:10 Myanmar Modern

Song “Towards

Mandalay Golden

City”

17:15 National News
17:20 Popa Flat-topped Hill

(Taung Ka Lat)

17:28 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Come and

See Myanmar”

22-8-2004 (Sunday)
Evening Transmission

(19:30 - 23:30)
19:30 Signature Tune

Greeting

19:32 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Myanma

Panorama & Myan-

ma Sentiment”

19:36 Exciting

Adventurous

Journey (Part-I)

19:40Headline News
19:42 Marine Industries in

Taungok Township

19:45National News
19:50 Floral Lovers Para-

dise (National

Kandawgyi Gardens)

20:00National News

MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3MRTV -3 20:05 Software evolve

from IT

20:10 Song “A Country

like that of a golden

painting”

20:15National News
20:20 Women’s Contribu-

tion for Environment

20:25 Songs On Screen

“Phenomena of

Love”

20:30 National News
20:35 A Leisure Day in

Ngapali

20:40 Tasty fried Nga-

Poe from Padu Vil-

lage

20:45 National News
20:50 Myanmar Movies

Impact “Sky with

no Shams”

21:00 National News
21:05 The Art of Making

Paper Toys

21:10 Songs on Screen

“Beautiful Angel”

21:15 National News
21:20 Exhibition Centre

Introducing Hkaka-

borazi National

Park

21:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Mingalabar”

21:36 Shan Market Day

21:40Headline News
21:42 Mandalay and its

popular snack

21:45National News
21:50 A Trip to Naga Land

21:55 Zawgyi (or) Magi-

cian of the forest

Marionette Dance

22:00National News
22:05 Myanma Traditional

Handiwork of Cast-

ing

22:10 Song “Aristocratic

Beauty”

22:15National News
22:20 Exciting

Adventurous

Journey (Part-II)

22:25 Myanmar Modern

Song “Secret Love”

22:30 National News
22:35 Bagan archeological

Sunday, August 22
View on today:

Rainfall on 21-8-2004
— 0.04 inch at Yangon Airport,
— 0.15 inch at Kaba-Aye,
— 0.63 inch at central Yangon.

Total rainfall since 1-1-2004 was 2341mm
(92.17 inches) at Yangon Airport, 2298mm
(90.47 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 2300mm (90.55
inches) at central Yangon.

Museum

22:40 Myanmar Jaggery

22:45 National News
22:50 Fabulous Glassware

Decorations

23:00 National News
23:05 Simple and Beauti-

ful Rural Life

23:10 Myanmar Modern

Song “Towards

Mandalay Golden

City”

23:15 National News
23:20 Popa Flat-topped

Hill (Taung Ka Lat)

23:28 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Come and

See Myanmar”

2:20 pm
 7. Musical programme

2:30 pm
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2:45 pm
 9. International news

4:00 pm
 1. Martial song

4:15 pm
 2. Songs to uphold

National Spirit

4:30 pm
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5:15 pm
 5. Song for national races

5:30 pm
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5:45 pm
 7. Sing and enjoy

6:30 pm
 8. Evening news

7:00 pm
 9. Weather report

7:05 pm
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6:35 pm
 11. Agricultural Source

Country Develo-

pment

8:00 pm
 12. News

 13. International news

 14. Weather report
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 16. The next day’s

programme



7th Waxing of Wakhaung 1366 ME Sunday,  22  August,  2004

YANGON, 21 Aug — Chairman of Yangon Division

Peace and Development Council Commander of Yangon

Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Chairman of Yangon

City Development Committee Mayor Brig-Gen Aung

Thein Lin this morning inspected sanitation works for

keeping the city clean and pleasant and for ensuring proper

drainage.

At Myawady Yeiktha Housing Estate of Yangon

Station in Mingala Taungnyunt Township at 6 am, the

commander and the mayor were welcomed by Deputy

Commander Col Wai Lwin, military region commanders

and officials.

They inspected sanitation works and dredging of

drains being carried out by Tatmadawmen and families at

Myawady housing estate in Mingala Taungnyunt Township

and Nawarat housing estate in Dagon Township. The

commander and the mayor gave instructions to lay

emphasis on keeping the estates clean and pleasant.

Next, they saw over upgrading tasks at Kandawgyi

Gardens and Zoo (Yangon), repaving of Dhammazedi

Road, proper drainage along Golden Valley Road, repair

of roads and pedestrian lanes in Yankin and Bahan

Townships. On their inspection tours, they gave necessary

instructions to officials.— MNA

Sanitation
works inspected

YANGON, 21 Aug —

The coordination meeting of

the Ministry of Construction

was held at the meeting hall

of the Head Office of Public

Works on Shwedagon

Pagoda Road this afternoon,

with an address  by Minister

for Construction Maj-Gen

Saw Tun, Deputy Minister

Brig-Gen Myint Thein,

Managing Director of

Public Works U Nay Soe

Naing, Director-General of

Construction Inspection

Department U Soe Tint,

Director-General of

Department of Human

Settlement and Housing

Development Col Aung

Win and officials. At the

meeting, Deputy Minister

Brig-Gen Myint Thein

made a speech. Afterwards,

superintending engineers of

States and Divisions

reported on the construction

of roads, bridges, buildings

and airports. This was

followed by a general round

of discussions.

The meeting ended

with the concluding remarks

by the minister. — MNA

Construction Minister attends coord meeting

Victorious athletes
honoured in Pathein

YANGON, 21 Aug — A ceremony to honour the

sepak takraw team of South-West Command who secured

championship shield in the Defence Services Commander-

in-Chief’s Shield Tatmadaw (Army, Navy and Air) Sepak

Takraw Championship for 2004 was held at Ayeyawady

Hall of the command in Pathein on 18 August afternoon.

Present were Deputy Commander of South-West

Command Brig-Gen Tint Swe and staff officers,

commanding officers of regiments and units and players.

Team Manager Lt Soe Min Hlaing recounted experience

of the team. Next, the team leader and the players handed

over the championship shield to the Deputy Commander.

Afterwards, the Deputy Commander presented certificates

of honour to them.

Later, Brig-Gen Tint Swe gave a speech and the

ceremony came to an end.— MNA

YANGON, 21 Aug—

With the sponsorship of

Maternal and Child Welfare

Association of the Defence

Services Records Office, a

ceremony to launch

activities for prevention of

Dengue Haemorrhagic

Fever took place at the

pandal in front of the

Dhammayon of the office

this morning, attended by

Yangon Station

Commander No 2 Military

Region Commandant of

DSRO Brig-Gen Myo

Myint, President of the

Maternal and Child Welfare

Association Dr Daw Thi

Thi Aye and members,

officers and other ranks and

their families numbering

548. The master of

ceremonies explained

matters related to

prevention of DHF and

demonstrated the spraying

of insecticides.

Next, those present

on the occasion carried out

sanitation tasks such as

cleaning the drains in the

compound of the office for

proper flow of water and

spraying insecticides.

Commander of Yangon

Station Brig-Gen Myo

Myint and officials viewed

round the tasks.— MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin inspect dredging of drains
for proper flow of water in the city.— YANGON COMMAND

Minister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw Tun addresses the coordination meeting of the Ministry of Construction.— CONSTRUCTION

Yangon Station Commander Brig-Gen Myo Myint inspects spraying of
pesticide for prevention activities of dengue hemorrhagic fever.— MNA

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per
month will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build
a major bridge across Ayeyawady River

Efficient use of fuel
Sanitation

works such
as cleaning of
drains  were
carried out
and insecticides
sprayed.

Activities for prevention of
Dengue Haemorrhagic Fever launched


