Cittam yassa na kampati, be free from anxiety; this is the way to auspiciousness|.
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives Swedish Ambassador Mr Jan Axel Nordlander at Zeyathiri Beikman.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives Swedish Ambassador

YaNGoON, 30 June—On behalf of the Chairman of the | Nordlander, who had completed his tour of duties in | Foreign Affairs U Khin Maung Win, Director-General of
State Peace and Development Council of the Union of | Myanmar, at Zeyathiri Beikman in Konmyinttha here this | the Government Office U Soe Tint and Director-General
Myanmar, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt received | evening. of the Protocol Department Thura U Aung Htet.
Ambassador of Sweden to Myanmar Mr Jan Axel Also present at the call were Deputy Minister for

Coordination and combined efforts of farmers, private exporters, respective
departments needed to boost exports
General Thura Shwe Mann attends coord meeting on extended cultivation of crops and boosting exports

YaNnGoN, 30 June — Coordination meeting on ex- | at the meeting. Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
tended cultivation of crops and boosting export was held It was also attended by Members of the State Peace | Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
this afternoon at Zeyathiri Beikman. Member of the State | and Development Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint, Quartermas- | ministers, deputy ministers, officials of the State Peace
Peace and Development Council General Thura Shwe | ter-General Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo and | and Development Council Office, departmental officials,
Mann of the Ministry of Defence delivered an address | Lt-Gen Tin Aye of the Ministry of Defence, Chairman of (See page 8)

MNA
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General Thura Shwe Mann address¢

meeting on extended cultivation of crg
and boosting exports- MNa

The National Convention is the concern of all our national races.
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Make concerted efforts
for rural and urban
development

The Government, enlisting the active coop
eration of the entire national people, has bee
striving for the Union of Myanmar to be able to
keep pace with the development of other ng-
tions in the world. For this, it is taking neces
sary steps to make the national econom
stronger, human resources more qualified an
the national unity further consolidated. Onlyj]
then will the Union be able to stand as a stronp
and united nation eternally.

It goes without saying that the service per
sonnel responsible for rural and urban devel
opment play the most fundamental role in our
bid for the Union to become peaceful, moder!
and deveoloped.

The annual work coordination meeting of
development affairs committees under the Min
istry for Progress of Border Areas and Nationa
Races and Development Affairs was held at th
National Theatre on 29 June and it was attendk
by Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt.

In his address at the meeting, the Prim
Minister urged the personnel of developmen
affairs committees to execute their duties witl
good intentions for economic development df
their respective townships and for the local

=]

people to be able to live in peace and security,

Parallel development of rural and urban
areas is the key to the national developmery.
Therefore, requirements for sanitation, smooth
and easy transport and worksite safety of manul
facturing industry are to be fulfilled. At the
same time, recreation centres should be buift
for the people tohave access to rest and rg
creation.

In the fiscal year 2003-2004, Developmept
Affairs Department has constructed and re
paired over 1,240 miles of roads and 206 bridg

B BB

People’s Desire
Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

(1)

Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen Pyi Sone delivers an address at the seminama—

WTO National Seminar on Natification, Obligation and Proceduers held

YanGoN, 30 June — The WTO National Seminar on

Notification, Obligation and Procedures jointly sponsored
by the Ministry of Commerce and WTO was held at Grand
Plaza Parkroyal Hotel here this morning.

Present on the occasion were Minister for Commerce

Counsellor Mr Serafino Marchese of WTO, delegates and
guests.

Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen Pyi Sone and Coun-
sellor Mr Serafino Marchese of WTO delivered speeches.
Altogether 40 participants took part in the discussions.

Brig-Gen Pyi Sone, heads of department of the minsitry, | The seminar continues on 1 July. — MNA
Symposium on
arthritis

Joogesd qcileo (p)eed

[@§wrondposdiqpiag,
Myanmar Women’s Day

YANGoN, 30 June — The
Society of Rehabilitation
Medicine of the Myanmar
Medical Association is or-
ganizing the Symposium on
evidence based practice of
rheumatoid arthristis. The
Symposium s to be held on
3 July from 9 am to noon at
MMA on Theinbyu Road,
here.

All physicians, ortho-
pedic surgeons and inter-
ested persons are invited to

the symposium. — MNA

in the rural areas for ensuring smooth and eas
transport there. Moreover, with the aim of sup-
plying safe drinking water to rural people suf-
ficiently, water supply projects were carried out
in 964 villages in three divisions in the dry zong
and 875 in the other states and divisions.
Now, altogether 10,602 villages all over the
nation have sufficient supply of safe drinking
water. It was due to the financial aid of thg
State, funds of development affairs committeeg,
donations made by well-wishers at home anfl
abroad and the active cooperation of interna
tional and non-governmental organizations.
We would like to call on all developmen{
affairs committees to regard thier work as so
cial welfare service and to carry out their duties
with good will for the developement of thei
\ respective townships. J

Film entertainment to

National Convention delegates

YaNGoN, 30 June — The Entertainment and Welfare
Subcommittee of the National Convention Convening
Management Committee is organizing entertainment pro-
grammes for delegates to the National Convention daily
at the gymnasium of Nyaunghnapin Camp.

Yesterday evening, the delegates were entertained with
a film entitled “Naw Yin Hmway” directed by Aung Soe
Oo and starring Soe Thu, Nay Aung, Zin Waing, Soe
Myat Thuzar and Khin Zarchi Kyaw. — MNA

OFFICIAL LEAVES FOR )
MALAYSIA:
Secretary of Myanmar
Forest Products and
Timber Merchants
Association U Aye Lwin
left Yangon International
Airport on Tuesday for
Malaysia to attend the
Second Meeting of East
Asia Business Council in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
U Aye Lwin seen before
departure at the airport.
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In hailing the International Day of Co-operatives,
Botahtaung Township Syndicate of General Trading
Co-operatives Chairman U Myint Kyi presents income
declaration and advance income tax of K 150,675 to
Township Internal Revenue Department Head U Kyaw

Nyein on 25-6-2004. )
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Three US Marines killed in roadside
bomb blast in Baghdad

BacHDAD ,29 June—Three US Marines have been killed in a roadside bomb blast
in Baghdad in the first reported fatal attack on US occupation forces in Iraq since th

formal handover of authority to an interim government.

A US military spokesman said two ma-
rines were also wounded in the explosion
that wrecked a Humvee vehicle escorting a
convoy carrying engineering equipment.

Meanwhile, Aljazeera aired a video tape
on Monday showing what a purported Iraqi
group said was the execution of a US sol-
dier.

While uncertainty shrouded his fate,
three Turkish hostages walked free after
their release by another group.

The group had previously threatened to
behead the Turks on Tuesday unless their
government told companies to stop dealing
with US forces in Iraq. Ankara had rejected
the demand.

“Jama’atal-Tawhid and Jihad announces
the release of the Turkish hostages for the
sake of Muslims in Turkey and their demon-
strations against (US President George Bush,”
a masked man said on a video tape aired by
Aljazeera.

A Turkish government official confirmed
the three men had been freed. Two moreTurks
seized in Iraq three weeks ago have told their
families they are well and will return to Tur-
key within a week, Turkish media reported.

Kidnap groups have also threatened to
kill a US marine and a Pakistani. The Paki-
stani’s captors said on Sunday he would be
beheaded within three days unless Iraqi
prisoners were released.—Internet
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At a summit designed to emphasize
NATO’s unity after deep divisions caused
by the US-led war on Iraq 15 months ago,
France and the United States also clashed
over Afghanistan and Turkey’s relations
with the European Union.

The friction came as Afghan President
Hamid Karzai implored NATO leaders
Tuesday to overcome months of foot-drag-
ging and send more troops to his country
ahead of September elections.

As the alliance struggles to define its
role in a post-Cold War world, French
President Jacques Chirac forcefully stated
his opposition to any collective NATO pres-
ence on the ground in Iraq, suggesting it
should limitits role to coordinating national
efforts and training outside the country.

“Tam completely hostile to the idea of a
NATO establishment in Iraq,” Chirac told a

> US, France clash over Iraq,
Afghanistan

IstanBuL, 29 June—NATO's decision to help train Irag’s armed forces set off
wrangling among the allies Tuesday as more differences emerged between the French
and Americans on how to best help Baghdad’'s new government.

news conference. “It would be dangerous,
counterproductive and misunderstood by the
Iragis, who after all deserve a little bit of
respect.”

American officials insisted the training
programme should be a centralized opera-
tion under a NATO command in Iraq, al-
though they accepted that reluctant countries
such as France and Germany could limit their
contribution to training outside the country.

On Afghanistan, Chirac rejected an
American proposal that NATO’s elite new
response force be deployed to provide secu-
rity for elections scheduled in September.

France agreed with other allies that NATO
should send hundreds more troops for
the elections in reply to Karzai’s request, but
said the response force should be used
only for emergency situations, not for
peacekeeping. —Internet
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US Army troops remove the wreckage of a US Marines Humvee vehicle which
destroyed by a bomb in Baghdad, on 29 June 2004. The roadside bomb blast k

three US Marines in Baghdad on TuesdayINTERNET
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Indonesia welcomes establishment of
ASEAN Community

JAKARTA , 29 June— Indonesian Foreign Affairs Minister Hassan Wirajuda said
here Monday the country supported the idea to establish the ASEAN Community

although he admitted that it is a difficult task.

During his speech to the
closing session of the 37th

Y;’FggEAN Standing Commit-
& ,Hassan expected support

Father of Iraq beheading victim rips Bush

Lonpon, 29 June — The father of an American beheaded in Iraq said Tuesday th
handover of sovereignty there was a sham and accused President Bush of caus

immense pain to thousands of people by going to war.

Michael Berg, whose 26-year-old son,
Nicholas, was decapitated by militants, said
at a news conference organized by the Stop
the War Coalition that the transfer was “noth-
ing more than another nut-and-shell game.”

“We know that the Iraqi people have not
had an election yet, so we do not have a
democracy over there, we just have a dicta-
torship of Bush and (Prime Minister Tony)
Blair,” he said. “What kind of stability is
there in Iraq when we have to sneak the
transfer of power in two days ahead of time
for who knows why?”

The transfer of sovereignty in Iraq was
scheduled for Wednesday, but came two
days early in an apparent attempt to foil
insurgent attacks.

Berg said Bush’s decision to go to war
had caused immense suffering to those who
had lost loved ones there. He estimated more
than 11,000 Iraqis had died and said their
families had suffered just like his own.

“People like George Bush and (Defence
Secretary) Donald Rumsfeld, they don’t see
the pain that people have to bear, they don’t
know what it feels like to have your guts
ripped out, and there are so many people,” he
said. Berg, of West Chester, Pa., accused the
American media of failing to convey the
human cost of the US-led invasion by not
sufficiently reporting Iraqi deaths and suf-
fering. Reporters have also insufficiently
covered anti-war sentiment at home, he
charged.—Internet

from Dialogue Partners,
such as China, India, Japan
and Pakistan, in establishing
ethe community.

ing Thisisbecause, headded,
China and India already
accessed to the Treaty of
Amity and Cooperation
(TAC)in Southeast Asiadur-
ing the ASEAN summit in

Bali, Indonesia, in 2003. And
Japan and Pakistan have al-
ready expressed their inten-
tion to do the same very soon.
TAC is a treaty first
singed in February 24, 1976
by ASEAN members with
an aim to increase coopera-
tion and friendship among
nations in a gradual and de-
termined way. It was
amended twice later to cover

a wider region in Asia.
He said that the establish-

ment of the ASEAN Com-
munity requires a great deal
of housekeeping work on the
part of ASEAN members.

“Itherefore welcome and
support the efforts of the
Secretary-General and the
Standing Committee to
streamline the Secretariat, to
modernize it and to make ita
better tool for the realization
of an ASEAN Community,”
Hassan said.

MNA/Xinhua

Chirac attacks Bush’s support for Turkish EU bid
IstanBUL, 29 June— French President Jacques Chirac told US President George

W Bush to mind his own business on Monday after Bush called on the European Union
to fix a date for Turkey to start EU entry talks.

The strongly worded attack came at a
NATO summitinIstanbul that was intended
to bury discord within the alliance over the
US-led war in Iraq, which France vehe-
mently opposed.

“If President Bush really said that the

way I read it, well, not only did he go too far
but he went into a domain which is not his
own,” Chirac told reporters at the summit.
“It is like me trying to tell the United
States how it should manage its relations
with Mexico,” he added. — MNA/Reuters

Ghana, Namibia to promote cooperation

NairoBI, 29 June— Ghana and Namibia have agreed to re-activate their Perm
nentJoint Commission for Cooperation that has been dormant for 10 years to promot

their cooperation in various fields,Ghana News Agency reported on Monday.

The agreement was contained in a 17-
point joint communique issued in Accra on
Saturday at the end of the three-day state visit
toGhanaby Namibian President Sam Nujoma.

The communique said that the Permanent
Joint Commission for Cooperation will meet
soon in Ghana to discuss education especially
in teacher training at secondary and tertiary
levels and human resources upgrading for
Namibians in Ghanaian institutions.

The meeting will also discuss health,
particularly the fight against HIV/AIDS
pandemic and the training of Namibians in
Ghanaian health training facilities. The se-
curity, agriculture, trade, industry and in-
vestments, transportation, tourism, mines
and energy cooperation among others will

also be topics at the planned meeting, ac-
cording to the communique.

During the visit, Nujoma held talks with
his Ghanaian counterpart John Agyekum
Kufuor on the possible areas of the bilateral
economic cooperation, especially in the de-
velopment of natural and human resources as
well as on how to strengthen intra-African
trade and commerce cooperation.

The communique said the two presidents
reviewed the situation on the continent and
pledged their unflinching support for the Afri-
can Union (AU) and agreed to work together
for the acceleration of the process of economic
and political integration of the continent as
envisioned by the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development (NEPAD). — MNA/Xinhua

US Army soldiers search for debris after a US Marines Humvee
by a bomb in Baghdad on 29 June, 2004. A roadside bomb blast killed an unknown
number of US Marines in Baghdad on TuesdayINterNET
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vehicle was destroyed
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Turkey says three hostages released in Iraq

IstanBuL, 29 June—Turkey said Tuesday that three Turkish hostages held under threat of execution by an
Qaeda-linked militant group in Iraq had been freed.

“We only know they
havebeenreleased,” a Turk-
ish government official told
Reuters saying he had no
other immediate details.

Al Jazeera television,
monitored in Dubai, said a
group led by suspected al
Qaeda operative AbuMusab

three.

Guerillas had kidnapped
thecivilian workers last week
and threatened to behead
them Tuesday unless Turks
stopped working for US-led
forces in Iraq.

State-run Anatolian news
agency said Foreign Minis-

the release of the three hos-
tages.

“Jama’at al-Tawhid and
Jihad announces the release
of the Turkish hostages for
the sake of Muslims in Tur-
key and their demonstrations
against (US President
George W Bush),” amasked

ing aired by Jazeera.

“We will return these
men to a safe place after they
vowed to end their support
for the infidels (Americans).
We also ask your foolish
people to end their coopera-
tion with the occupiers or we
will execute them.”

Irag expects more oil attacks

BacHDAD, 29June— Sabotage against Iraq’s oil instal-
lations will continue unless neighboring countries co
operate in stopping the infiltration of foreigners behind
the attacks, the infrastructure security chief said Tues-
day.

“Progress in stopping the attacks will be slow. I urge our

al-Zarqawi had freed the

man said on a video record-

ter Abdullah Gul confirmed

Protesters wearing hoods repesenting tortured prisoners march calling for the er
the occupation in Iraq during a demonstration in Madrid on ,29 June 2004. M
banner reads ‘They Lie, Torture and Kill. Send the Guilty to the HaguéNTERNET

A three-day visitby Bush
to Muslim Turkey for a
NATO summit has been met
by widespread demonstra-
tions against his policies in
Iraq. Public opinion in Tur-
key strongly opposed the US-
led invasion.

The grainy Jazeera video
showed the Turks sitting on
the floor with masked, armed
men standing behind them.
A banner on a wall carried
the name of Jordanian-born
Zarqawi’s Jama’at al-
Tawhid group.

Internet

neighbours to help stop the enemy from sneaking in. The
country is burning and the Iraqi people will not forget those
who help us,” said Ahmad al-Khafaji, head of the Support
Forces, astate division in charge of protecting the infrastruc-
ture. “It does not take a genius to blow up a pipeline or plant
a bomb in a busy market. We are doing our best, but our
forces are nascent,” he told Reutersin an interview.

Attacks on pipelines have kept exports well below the
2.2 million barrels daily before the war. Iraq needs the oil
proceeds to spend on reconstruction and cut unemployment,
which is officially estimated at about 30 percent.

Sabotage has stopped oil exports several times this year.
Internal pipelines were also attacked last week, disrupting
the internal oil products distribution network.

Responsibility for protecting the infrastructure mostly
lies with Iraqi forces, seen as under equipped and lacking
training.—Internet

San Francisco voters get chance te
express views on Iraq

San Francisco, 29 June— San Francisco voters will have more than one chance
express their views on the US-led war in Iraq this presidential election year after foul
local officials submitted a ballot measure Tuesday calling on the federal governme

to end the conflict.

The toughly worded statement, which
will appear with candidates for federal, state
and municipal offices on the city’s Novem-
ber ballot, argues that the country’s military
involvement in Iraq has not only cost more
than 850 American lives, but bled the nation
of billions of dollars that could have been
spent domestically.

“George W Bush disgracefully lied to
the American people to make the case for
Iraq,” it begins. “His message was one of
deceit and fear mongering.”

Although several local governments
went on record last year opposing the US
invasion of Iraq, San Francisco is the first to
submit such a referendum for the elector-
ate’s consideration, according to Chris Daly,
the San Francisco supervisor who drafted
the measure.

Given that San Francisco was the site of
some of the nation’s biggest protests in the

days leading up the war, Daly said he ex-
pected it to pass easily. His aim is to give
momentum to the movement to end the con-
flict, a role that the city also played during
the Vietnam War.

“Obviously, we aren’t voting for Bush
here. Everyone knows that,” said Daly, , who
was joined by three other supervisors in
sponsoring the statement. “The hope is other
people will follow.”

To demonstrate the broad support its
sponsors hope the measure will engender,
Daly held a news conference with activists
from peace, labour, religious, veteran and
senior citizen groups who lent their endorse-
ments.

“Today, we speak of Vietnam with re-
gret,” said Geraldine Earp of the Senior

Dalian city tries humanistic way
to reshape drug addicts

DaLian, 29 June— Instead of being stereotyped as degenerate, drug addicts are
chofv taken as patients in need of care and love at a rehabilitation centre in Dalian, a
ajport city in northeast China’s Liaoning Province.

All the staff from administrators to psy-
chologists and doctors with the centre at-

t hed to the city’s police bureau are re-

quired to treat their special patients with no
discrimination, said centre director Sun
Baolin.
to “We should realize that they are also
r miserable people and what we should do is

nto establish a mutual-trust relationship with

them and help them get rid of the haunting
demon of drugs,” Sun said.“Itis not easy for
everyone of us to change their stereotyped
idea, but everyone here is making efforts to
do s0,” the director said.

Doctor Liu Jun said that a good relation-
ship between doctors and these special pa-
tients is very crucial for rehabilitation of
drug addicts and hostility, prejudice and
discrimination between the two sides would
only discount the effect of the therapy.

“We believe a humanistic way can help
them break away from the trap of drugs and
we hope more and more drug addicts can
come to recovery centres voluntarily for
treatment,” Liu said.

A 31-year-old woman patient surnamed
Li at the recovery centre said that she thinks
the psychological therapy at the centre is of

great help to her.

“I feel good now and I believe I will not
pick it up any more after I leave here,” the
woman said.

The recovery centre opens to patients’
families and friends every Wednesday and
director Sun said many people would come
to see their relatives on that day.

A visitor who would not reveal her name
said that she felt relieved to see her relative
was recovering both in shape and spirit.

Besides medical treatment and psycho-
logical consultation, patients here can also
enjoy sports if their health conditions permit.

As the most developed city in the coun-
try’s northeast, Dalian also faces a severe
challenge from the increasing number of
drug addicts.

The recovery centre for drug addicts
which can accommodate over 200 patients
was built two years ago with an investment
of over 20 million yuan (about 2.4 million
US dollars) from the local government.

Some 40 patients are receiving treatment
here, most of whom are women between the
ages of 20 to 30. They can leave the centre
after one to six months’ treatment.

MNA/Xinhua

Action Network. “What will we say to the
next generation that we have done the same
thing again?”—Internet

Singapore Air starts world’s
longest non-stop flight

SinGaPoRE, 29 June — Singapore Airlines Ltd began the world’s longest non-sto|

commercial flight on Monday — an 18-hour trip between Singapore and New York

The flight took off at
12.05 pm (0405 GMT) and
will arrive in New York at
6amon Tuesday (2200 GMT
on Monday). The 10,310-
mile journey on an Airbus
A340-500aircraft over the
Arctic shaves four hours off
anexisting service and marks
the second non-stop flying
record this year by Singa-
pore’s flag carrier.

In February, the govern-
ment-controlled airline flew

16 hours between Singapore
and Los Angeles, the longest
non-stop flight by acommer-
cial airline. AsFrank Sinatra’s
“New York,New York”’played
in the departure lounge, the
flight’s 181 passengersenjoyed
alavish send-off — including
champagneandabuffetspread.
Passengers on the flight also
received a Polaroid and a pew-
ter photo frame.

Until Airbus began deliv-
ering A340-500svith longer

wings and bigger fuel tanks,
no commercial aircraft could
fly as faras Singapore to New
York, although Chicago-
based Boeing has a compet-
ing model under develop-
ment. The plane is specially
fitted with business class seats
that can collapse into beds
measuring 26-inches wideand
78inches long. Economy seats
are also slightly roomier than
usual at 20 inches wide.
MNA/Reuters,
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US Army Sgt Pedro

Baghdad, Irag, on 29 June 2004~ INTERNET

Moreno, with the 91st Combat Engineers, patrols a power station in



New poll shows Bush's rating falls to lowest point
WasHiNGgToN, 30 June— The job approval rating for US President George W
Bush has fallen to the lowest level of his presidency, according to a ndlew York
Times/CBS News poll published on Tuesday.

The survey showed Bush's approval
rating at 42 per cent, the lowest such figure
in a Time¢CBS News survey since the
beginning of Bush's presidency in January
2001, and 51 per cent of the respondents
said they disapprove of his job performance.

The poll also found that nearly 40 per
cent of Americans said they do not have an
opinion about Senator John Kerry, the likely
Democratic presidential nominee.

Americans were more likely to believe
that Bush would do a better job than Kerry
in steering the nation through a foreign
crisis and protecting it from future terrorist
attacks, but support for Bush's abilities in
those areas has declined in recent months,
according to the poll.

The poll showed Americans have
stiffened their opposition to the Iraq war,
worried that the invasion could invite
domestic terrorist attacks and were skeptical
about whether the White House has been
fully truthful about the war or about abuses
at the Abu Ghraib Prison.

A majority of respondents in the poll,
conducted before Monday's transfer of

the war was not worth its cost in American
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lives and that the Bush Administration did
not have a clear plan to restore order to
Iraq.

But 54 per cent of the respondents
said that the United States should remain in
Iraq "as long as it takes," while 40 per cent
said the United States should withdraw "as
soon as possible."

Forty-five per cent said they have an
unfavourable opinion of Bush himself, again
the most negative measure the TimesCBS
Poll has found since he took office. And 57
per cent said the country is going in the
wrong direction.

Nationwide, Kerry has the support of
45 per cent of registered voters, with Bush
supported by 44 per cent. In a three-way

Militants say they executed
US soldier in Iraq

Caro, 29 June — Al-Jazeera television aired a video tape on Monday showing
what militants said was the execution of a US soldier captured in Iraq in April.

The video showed the soldier, wearing
greenish overalls and seen only from the
back, shot and killed.

Al-Jazeera quoted a statement from a
previously unheard of group as saying the
soldier was killed because of US policy in
Iraq and in revenge for what it described as
their “martyrs” in Iraq, Saudi Arabia and
Algeria.

Since April militants in Iraq have seized
a number of foreign workers and military
personnel. Some have remained captive, in-
cluding US Private Keith Matthew Maupin
who was captured in April.

The US military said Marine Corporal
Wassef Ali Hassoun was reported missing
from his unit on 21 June.

MNA/Reuters

race, Bush would lead Kerry by 43 per cent
to 42 per cent, with 5 per cent for Ralph
Nader, who is running as an independent.
In the 18 states viewed by both parties
as the most competitive, the race was equally
tight. Forty-five percent of the voters in
those states said they would support Kerry,
and 43 per cent said they would back Bush.

power to an interim Iraqi government, said MNA/Xinhua
US military checking Train power
reports of Zarqawi capture | cable blast
BacHDAD, 29 June — The US military said on Mon{  (FIJQErs panic
day it was checking unconfirmed reports that al-Qaedd in Metro
ally Abu Musab al-Zargawi had been captured in Iraq. .
The Jordanian-born “We are working on that Man”a

Zarqawi, who Washington
says is its number one en-
emy in Iraq, is accused of
masterminding a string of
suicide bombings and of the
execution of an American
and a South Korean hostage.

The reports suggested
that Zarqawi had been cap-
tured near the town of Hilla,
south of Baghdad and in the
Polish military area of re-

issue,” a US military official
said.

A Polish spokesman
added: “Tcannot confirm that
information... When the op-
eration is ongoing at the
moment I cannot make any
comment.”

‘Washington is offering

10 million US dollars for in-

formation leading to the

death or capture of Zarqawi.
MNA/Reuters|

MANILA, 29 June — Pas-
sengers of a north-bound
Metro Rail Transit train were
thrown in panic late Monday
afternoon after an overhead
power cable short-circuited
and snapped.

A US Army M1A 2 tank, with the 91st Combat Engineers, patrols a highway in Bagh-

dad, Irag, on 29 June, 2004 INTERNET

Several coaches went on
fire as a result of the electri-
calblast, the ABS-CBN news
channel reported.

Noinjuries were reported

Vietnam's garment exports slightly up
in first half

Hanor, 30 June— Vietnam is estimated to obtain a textile and garment export

sponsibility.

as of Press time, and the train

Singapore’s manufacturing

output rises in May

SiNeAPORE, 29 June — Singapore’s manufacturing
output grew 21 per cent in May this year as compareg
with the same period of last year, according to the figures business district in Metro
released by the Economic Development Board of Singa-Manila.

pore on Monday.

It is the 10th straight month of growth for the manufac-

turing industry in the island state.

The biomedical manufacturing cluster continued its
high production level in May by rising 56.8 per cent, and the
production of pharmaceuticals surged 72 per cent to meet

export orders.— MNA/Xinhua

ceased operation in specific
stations, the report said.
Theincidenthappened as
the train was approaching the
Guadalupe station in Makati

Metro Rail Transit offi-
cials said this kind of acci-
dentalsooccurred in the past,
and the rail train operation is
expected to resume in about
20 to 30 minutes as the rush

turnover of 1.96 billion US dollars in the first half of this year, a year-on-year increase

of 5.7 per cent.

Withthe slightincrease,
the country will not be able
to fulfill the target of
exporting 4.2-4.3 billion US
dollars worth of textiles and
garments this year, mainly
to the United States and the
European Union (EU), local
newspaper Youth on
Monday quoted Chairman of
the Vietnam Textile and
Garment Association Le

Quoc An as saying.

The expected failure of
hitting the target was
attributed to the fact that the
US loweredits import quotas
by 12 million products worth
nearly 80 million US dollars
in mid-May, and that
Vietnam failed to negotiate
with the EU for bigger quotas
early.

While this year's

exports will be below
expectations, Vietnam's
textile and garment industry
is more worried about next
year's exports. Many of the
country's export rivals will
be allowed to freely enter the
EUand the US in 2005, while
Vietnam will still remain
subject to the two markets'
import quotas.
MNA/Xinhua

hours came.— MNA/Xinhug|

._\l

Anti-NATO activists shout slogans during a demonstration in Istanbul on 29 June,
INTERNET

i ail

Wen Jiabao urges upholding
principle of sovereign equality

BeuinG, 29 June — Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao called on here Monday to firmly
uphold the principle of sovereign equality.

Wen made the remarks
when addressing a confer-
ence commemorating the
50th anniversary of the Five
Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence.

Wen said that sover-
eignty is the birthmark of
any independent state, the
crystallization of its national
interests and the best safe-
guard of all it holds dear.

He said that the increas-
ing interaction and interde-
pendence among countries,
thanks to surging economic

lobalization and techno-
fQ ical revolution, does not
mean that the status and role

of sovereignty can in any
way be neglected or weak-
ened.

It is imperative to have
greater democracy in inter-
national relations, Wen said,
adding that no country has
the rightto impose its will on
others, nor can it undermine
or deny other countries’
sovereignty under whatever
excuse.

He said that facts have
proven that such practices as
disregarding other’s sover-
eignty, bullying the small and
the weak by dint of one’s
size and power, and pursu-
ing hegemony and power

politics would not get any-
where.

He added that the affairs
of a country should be de-
cided by its own people, and
the affairs of the world should
be handled by consultation
among all countries on an
equal footing.

The Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence, are
mutual respect for sover-
eignty and territorial integ-
rity, mutual non-aggression,
non- interference in each
other’s internal affairs,
equality and mutual benefit,
and peaceful coexistence.

MNA/Xinhua
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Blair disputes Bush’s belief Iraq rift is over

IsTanBUL , 29 June — British Prime Minister Tony Blair said on Monday the
Western rift over Iraq was not over, disputing a central message of US Preside
George W. Bush’s fence-mending mission to Europe.

“There’s no point in us standing here
and saying, “You know, all the previous
disagreements have disappeared.” They
haven’t,” Blair said with Bush at his side.

Blair’s comments directly contradicted
Bush’s after asummit with European Union
leaders in Ireland last weekend.

“The bitter differences of the war are
over,” Bushhad confidently declared. Many
European states, including France and Ger-
many, opposed last year’s invasion of Iraq.

Bush and Blair, the two closest allies in
the war in Iraq, appeared together on the
sidelines of a NATO summit to celebrate the
surprise early handover of power from the
US-led coalition to the Iraqi interim govern-
ment.

Blair acknowledged that the United
States and Britain have been unable to “over-
come the disagreement there was (with op-
ponents of the war) about whether the con-
flict was justified.”

“Our honest belief is that the world will
be a safer place if we’re able to make this

work. And T don’t know whether we con-
vinced people of this or not,” Blair said.

Blair said progress has been made in
repairing strained ties, citing passage this
month of a United Nations resolution and
NATO’s plans to help train Iraqi soldiers.

“In that sense, I think, the international
community has come together, and I wel-
come it,” Blair said.

Bush also appeared to back away from
his upbeat assessment in Ireland, telling re-
porters in Istanbul: “My sense is that there’s
a hope that we succeed, with all the nations
sitting around the table. Everyone under-
stands the stakes.”

Bush’s second trip this month to Europe
has been dogged from the start by protests.

In Ireland, they delayed his farewell
Press conference by 30 minutes while during
Monday’s opening day of the NATO summit

Kuwait has no intention of

deploying troops in Iraq

Kuwarr  City, 30 June—

Kuwaiti Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad

Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said Tuesday that his country has no intention to deploy troops

in Iraq, Kuwait News Agency reported.

"We are not willing to send troops to
Iraq, not out of animosity but rather to
avoid any confrontation or bad feelings

that might result from Kuwaiti military
presence in Iraq," Al-Sabah was quoted as
saying, in a reference to Iraq's request that
Bahrain, Morocco and Oman deploy forces
to Iraq.

Answering questions about whether
Kuwait is to supply financial support rather
than sending troops, the Prime Minister said
"we were not asked for any kind of

support".

Meanwhile, Al-Sabah noted that
Kuwait's interest is to see stability in Iraq
and to see Iragis living up to their duties
and restoring their homeland's security.

Kuwaitis pledge continued support till
the situation in Iraq is what Iraqis wish for,
he added.

Regarding the issue about Iraq's debt
to Kuwait, he said, "This issue is to be
decided at the Paris club."

MNA/Xinhua

protesters hurling paving stones and petrol

bombs clashed with riot police in Istanbul

leaving around 30 people injured.
MNA/Reuters

China’s largest
andalusite quarry
being built in
Xinjiang
Urumal, 29 June — At a

cost of 115 million yuan
(13.8 million US dollars),

Thai PM to visit
New Zealand

WELLINGTON , 29 June — New Zealand Prime Minis-|
ter Helen Clark announced Monday that the Prime
Minister of Thailand, Thaksin Shinawatra, will visit
New Zealand on July 6 and 7.

construction work on a
quarry to produce andalusite,
a mineral aluminum silicate
usually found in prisms of
various colours, has been
started recently in northwest
China’s Xinjiang Uygur Au-
tonomous Region.
Established in the Mon-
golian Autonomous Prefec-
ture of Bayingolin, specifi-
cally Korla City, the
andalusite production base
is believed to be the largest
of itskind in the country, and
the second largest in the
world. —MNA/Xinhua

Clark said Thailand was
akey partner for New Zea-
land, and it last year hosted
the APEC meetings with
great success.

“This year our links are
set to grow strongly as New
Zealand’s engagement with
the Southeast Asian region
enters a period of stronger
cooperation and deeper
policy dialogue,” Clark said.

New Zealand and Thai-
land are negotiating on a
Closer Economic Partner-

ship. Next week’s visit to
New Zealand will be
Prime Minister Thaksin’s
first official visit since his
election in 2001.

Clark said Thailand and
New Zealand worked to-
gether very closely in in-
ternational fora, including
the United Nations, APEC,
the World Trade Organi-
zation and the Cairns
Group of agricultural ex-
porting countries.

MNA/Xinhua
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US Army Sgt

! wlh e ——
Troy Campbell, of Beattyville, Ky., with the 91st Combat Engi-
neers, kneels for cover after automatic gunfire erupted nearby during a patrol

in Baghdad, Iraqon 29 June, 2004— INTERNET

Saudi Arahia to launch first self-built satellites

Asu DHasl, 30 June — Saudi Arabia becomes the second Arab country, after EQyp
to launch its first 100 per cent self- built satellites into space on Tuesday, tBaudi

Gazette newspaper reported.

Three locally-built, low-altitude satel-
lites will be launched into outer space later

Of the three satellites, SaudiComsat 1
and 2are for commercial use in data commu-

Blix says hunger, global warming as

t, worrying as WMD

ViEnnA, 30 June — Hunger is a bigger concern fol
many people than the spread of weapons of mass d
struction (WMD) and the world should keep such secu
rity risks in perspective, former chief UN weapons in-|

Estonia,
Lithuania,
Slovenia join
* EU's ERM-2

BrusskL, 29 June — Eu-

in the day from the Baikanur Launch Pad in
Kazhakstan, a project manager was quoted
as saying.

nication, and the third one, SaudiSat 2js for
scientific experiment and research.
MNA/Xinhua

k —————
A US soldier looks over the blood spattered interior of a US Marines Humvee ve|
which was destroyed by a bomb in Baghdad on 29 June, 2004. A roadside boml
killed three Marines on Tuesday. B¥ERNET

spector Hans Blix said recently.

Blix led the UN search for
alleged Iraqi biological,
chemical and ballistic arse-
nals until it was cut short by
the US-led invasion of the
country last year.

He has criticized Wash-
ington and London for going
to war without the express
approval of the UN Security
Council and has said the two
probably knew then that they
were exaggerating the threat
posed by Iraq in making their
case for war. “One might get
the impression from govern-
ments and media in the US
and Europe that the risk that
reckless groups and govern-
ments might acquire weap-
ons of mass destruction is the
greatest problem facing our
world today,” Blix said in a
speech to Vienna’s Diplo-
matic Academy.

hicleBlix quoted British Prime
Mindster Tony Blair as saying
that that risk was an “existen-

tial issue”, but said there were
other equally pressing prob-
lems. Let us not forget, how-
ever, that to hundreds of mil-
lions of people around the
world, the big existential is-
sue is hunger, and also that
wherever you live on this
planet, the risk of global
warming and other environ-
mental threats are existential”
Blix said.

Blix was head of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency from 1981 to 1997
and later chief of the UN
Monitoring, Verification and
Inspection Commission
(UNMOVIC) until 2003. The
United States and Britain say
Iraq revived its WMD pro-
grammes after UN inspectors
first fled in December 1998,
their main justification for the
war. However, no caches of
banned weapons have been
found in Iraq.

MNA/Reuters|

ropean Union newcomers Es-
tonia, Lithuania, and
Slovenia on Sunday became
the first of the bloc’s 10 new
member states to join the
Exchange Rate Mechanism
that will help them prepare
for euro entry.

The three states join a grid
known as ERM-2, whose
only member has been Den-
mark since Greece adopted
the single currency in 2001
after spending about three
years in the regime. Euro-
pean Commissioner Siim
Kallas hailed the news but
also stressed that ERM-2 en-
try was only one of the steps
towards euro entry and that
more work lay ahead.

“My reaction is positive
but this is just part of a bigger
process. The countries have
made some commitments
during the negotiations and it
makes discipline in monetary
and fiscal affairs stronger,”
Estonia’s Kallas told Reuters.

MNA/Reuters
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New and fast developments throughout Myanmar
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A rural road linking Daukyat and Khemauk villages in Bilin Township, Mon State i\ tubewell to supply potable water to rural people living in Moegaung model village in
being extended— (TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE) Aunglan Township, Magway Division. k¥EmMoN
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Humon dam built to supply water for agricultural purpose in Lashio Township, Shan State (NoiN): ziN TUN (KYEMON)
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A new bridge across Sittoung canal is linking Minywa and Kyaungsu villages in Thanatpin T:)wns-ﬁip, éago Bivisian.
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Coordination and combined...
(from page 1)

the president and members of the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry, secre-
taries of Bago, Magway, Mandalay and Yangon divisions
Peace and Development Councils and members, private
exporters and invited guests. General Thura Shwe Mann in
his speech said private exporters are willing to boost export
and so is the government. One of the State’s economic
policies calls for boosting raising export, reducing import
and increasing import-substitute goods.

Now, the government is providing encouragement to
boost production of items that can be used locally and
exported as a policy. Overall, measures are to be taken to
boost production of goods in all sectors that contribute
towards extended export and production of import-substi-
tute products.

No one can deny that the nation has developed in all
spheres much more than the situation in 1988. Now, peace
and tranquillity has been restored well in the entire country
with better economy and development in education, health
and social sectors. The nation’s all-round development
reflects the government’s constant enthusiasm and endeav-
ours in nation-building tasks in the interest of the people.

The purpose of the meeting is to seek better ways and
means through reviews of conditions on export and import
and production of export items.

The nation’s foreign trade sector sees progress, and
greater success can be achieved through systematic steps.

Now, the situation is calling for coordination and com-
bined efforts of farmers, private exporters and respective
departments for boosting exports.

As for Myanmar, an agro-based nation, boosting agri-
cultural production plays the main role in the export sector
as well as in the economic sector. So, it is needed to place
emphasis on extended cultivation of crops, main export
items, and to maintain the development momentum in
fishery, forestry, mining and gems sectors. The top priority
is to be paid to extended crop cultivation in speeding up
exports.

The government has arranged to provide land plots and
agricultural methods for national entrepreneurs who wish
to cultivate crops including paddy on a commercial scale.
The State is ready to render necessary assistance to the
national agricultural entrepreneurs to be able to boost
export.

In conclusion, General Thura Shwe Mann called for
frank suggestions and discussions on extended cultivation
of crops and boosting production of exports. Next, Minister
for Commerce Brig-Gen Pyi Sone reported on export
promotion, seeking of markets and correct export route,
progress of export goods— pulses and beans, cashew,
pepper and mango, matters related to export and import
policies laid down by the government, extended cultivation
and exporting of chilli, onion, potato, turmeric and ginger.
Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin
reported on production of paddy and maize in 2003-2004,
supply of water for cultivation, growing of pulses and beans
and seasonal crops, boosting production of kitchen crops
such as chilli, onion, potato and garlic, land allotment, land
reclamation and educative talks to farmers. Minister for
Cooperatives Maj-Gen Htay Oo, Commander Maj-Gen
Myint Swe, Minister for Livestock and Fisheries Brig-Gen
Maung Maung Thein, President of Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry U Win
Myint and national agricultural entrepreneurs made sug-
gestions on boosting production of agriculture and live-
stock breeding sectors and export promotion.

After hearing the reports, General Thura Shwe Mann
gave concluding remarks, saying that national entrepre-
neurs, exporters, merchants and farmers are to cooperate
among them for boosting production of export item crops.

In particular, the entrepreneurs should provide assistance
for the farmers who are carrying out agricultural tasks really.
The entrepreneurs who are encouraged in agricultural busi-
ness are to extend agricultural tasks not only for main crops
butalso marketable crops. Likewise, departments concerned
are required to give necessary assistance of quality strains
and agricultural technology to the farmers.

Inlaying down the State policies, the government, on its
part, decides probable policies which can serve interest of
the people after considering aspects of politic, economic
and social sectors. As such, the entrepreneurs should make
efforts to achieve success within the frame of the State
policies not only for themselves but also for the people and
the State. The government is willing to serve the interest of
the national entrepreneurs. The government considering
interests of the people including the entrepreneurs is striv-
ing for emergence of a peaceful, modern and developed
democracy-flourishing nation. So, the national entrepre-
neurs are to make efforts with goodwill for progress of their
businesses and meeting the target of the State. If concerted
efforts will be made for boosting export items after organ-
izing united production associations, the country will emerge
as a peaceful, modern and developed nation. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt greets Swedish Ambassador Mr Jan Axel Nordlander at Zeyathiri Beikman.

(News on page 1)—MNa

Yangon Division to grow 1.2 million acres of monsoon paddy

YAaNGoON, 30 June — A meeting held at Yangon South
District Peace and Development Council Office in Thanlyin
today discussed cultivation of monsoon paddy as targeted in
the district, and ensuring water for summer paddy.

Speaking on the occasion, Chairman of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development Council Commander of Yangon
Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe said that Myanmar is an
agro-based nation. Agricultural business serves as a founda-
tion for ensuring food sufficiency, developing regional
economy and improving the living standard of the people.
Yangon Division will grow 1.2 million acres of monsoon
paddy this season. Yangon South District is the largest rice
producer in the division. Officials concerned will have to
give effective supervision for the district to be able to put
800,000 acres under monsoon paddy as targeted. The Gov-
ernment is providing assistance for the nation to grow
summer paddy more than the targeted sown acreage. Thus,

advanced arrangements should be made to supply water to
summer paddy fields. Local authorities in the district pre-
sented reports on preparations being made to exceed the
monsoon paddy cultivation target of their respective town-
ships and to cultivate summer paddy as targeted, regional
development undertakings and implementation of the five
rural development tasks.

Division level officials reported to the meeting on tech-
nical and mechanical assistance programmes, plans to pro-
vide water from dams and pumping stations and the assist-
ance for regional development undertakings.

Maj-Gen Myint Swe looked into the requirements.

Present at the meeting were No 1 Military Region
Commander Col Tun Kyi, Commander of Thanlyin Station
Capt Maung Oo Lwin (Navy), Secretary of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development Council Lt-Col Myint Kyi,
officials, local authorities and guests. — MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe addresses meeting to supply water for cultivation of monsoon and summer paddy in
Yangon South District.—-+ANGON COMMAND

ASEAN tourism meetings held in Taunggyi

YANGON, 30 June — The 23rd Meeting of the Task Force
on ASEAN Tourism Marketing and 11th Meeting of the
Task Force on Tourism Investment were held at Ayethaya
Hotel in Taunggyi on 28 June.

Present at the meetings were delegates of ASEAN 10
countries and delegates of ASEANTA, ASEAN Secretariat
and ASEAN Travel Association, totalling 37 together with
the Myanmar delegation comprising Chairman of Myanmar
Travel Association U Khin Zaw, executives, Secretary of
Myanmar Hoteliers Association U Yan Win and executives
led by Director-General U Khin Maung Latt of the Directo-
rate of Hotels and Tourism.

The participants discussed progress of publishing
ASEAN Map in Chinese language for market promotion of

ASEAN tourism industry, maintenance of ASEAN Tourism
Web site, implementation of ASEAN Hip-Hop Pass, infor-
mation programme for third phase of ASEAN tourism
movement, spending of the funds on tourism movement and
arrangements for implementing ASEAN tourism agree-
ment.

At the 11th Meeting of the Task Force on Tourism
Investment, they discussed putting on the list of tourism
investment from ASEAN countries on Website of the
ASEAN Secretariat, holding of tourism investment exhibi-
tion of ASEAN countries, setting up of the funds for ASEAN
Tourism Investment and tasks of the investment work com-
mittee in the ASEAN Tourism Agreement.

MNA

Task Force on Tourism Manpower Development Meeting held

YANGON, 30 June — The 11th Meeting of the Task Force
on Tourism Manpower Development was held on yesterday
morning at Ayethaya Hotel in Taunggyi.

Delegates of ASEAN member countries, ASEANTA
and ASEAN Secretariat totally 42 attended the meeting.
Director-General U Khin Maung Latt of the Directorate of
Hotels and Tourism led the Myanmar delegates including
members of Myanmar Travel Association and Myanmar

Hoteliers Association.

Those participants discussed matters on ASEAN tour-
ism including organizing of workshops and training on
tourism, management of tourism resources and establish-
ment of web site.

ASEAN groups Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam. — MNA



Special sales of jades and
gems continue

YANGON, 30 June — The special sales of jade and
gems 2004 continued today at the Myanma Gems Mart
here.

Altogether 868 merchants — 487 from abroad and
381 from local companies— visited the sale of jade through
tender system.

A total of 232 jade lots were purchased by the
merchants this morning and the sale continues this evening.

A total of 186 jade lots were sold yesterday alone.
The sales of jade lots will continue through the tender
system. — MNA
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Minister for Agriculure & Irrigation Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin, Minister fort Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aungi and
delegates pose for a documentary photo at the 11th Meeting of the Joint Committee on ASAEN Cooperation in
Agriculture and Forest Products Promotion Schemena
Joint Committee on ASEAN Cooperation in Agriculture and Forest Products

Promotion Scheme Meeting held

YANGON, 30 June — The opening ceremony of the
11th Meeting of the Joint Committee on ASEAN
Cooperation in Agriculture and Forest Products Promotion
Scheme was held at Sedona Hotel on Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road this morning, attended by Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin.

First, Minister Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin delivered an
address. After the opening ceremony, Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin and Minister
for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung posed for documentary
photos with delegates of ASEAN countries.

Also present at the meeting were directors-general
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Khin Maung| and managing directors of departments and enterprises
Win being welcomed by Swiss Ambassador Mr Hangxder the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation and the
Peter Erismann and wife to the reception to mark thMinistry of Forestry, ambassadors and embassy staff of

National Day of Switzerland and the opening of | ASEAN countries to Myanmar, the resident representative
Honorary Consulate in Yangon, on Tuesday. | of FAO and officials, Mr Rony Soerakoesoe Mah of
MNA ASEAN Secretariat and delegates of Cambodia, Indonesia,

Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines and Thailand,
guests, officials of the Union of Myanmar Federation of
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, the vice-president
of Myanmar Academy of Agriculture, Forest, Livestock
and Fisheries Science and officials.

Next, they viewed the booth of the best Myanmar
green tea of National Commercial Enterprise Ltd, the booth
on pulses and beans of Myanma Agriculture Service,
rubber, palm oil, cashew and macadamia booth of Myanma
Perennial Crops Enterprise and Arabia coffee robuster
coffee and cotimor and coffee booth of Myanma Farm
Enterprise. Afterwards, the meeting followed at Mindon
Hall. Director-General U Tin Htut Oo of Agricultural
Planning Department of Myanmar delegation presided over
the meeting together with Mr Salvador S Salawp of the
Philippines delegation. The delegates of ASEAN
Secretariat discussed promotion of agriculture and forest
products.— MNA
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heDelegates attend the Plenary Session of the Natio
Convention.— mna

Delegates arrive to attend the Plenary Session of
National Convention— mMna

|

Our brethren join hands together for the Union The National
o _@ < < < (3 < < c e < ConVention,
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the Voice of
. — . _ _ the People.
The National Convention is genuine national politics. BeSogeB.205
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Delegate U Aung Tun of| Delegate Daw Hsar Hsu
Mandalay Division reads of Chin State reads
proposal at the Plenary | proposal at the Plenary

Session of the National | Session of the National
Convention— MNA Convention— MNA

Plenary
Session
of the
National
Convention
held at
Nyaung-
hnapin Camp

Delegate Daw Nant
Ohnma Mya of
Ayeyawady Division reads
proposal at the Plenary
Session of the National
Convention— mNa

Director U Than Aung and Deputy Director U Aung
Kyi of NCCWC Office emcee the meeting.mna
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To march towards genuine democratic
nation in unity

If we will have to show a nation that first strives for
the prevalence of peace and stability, while making
endeavours for the national development with the united
strength in a peaceful environment, it is no other than the
Union of Myanmar.

After freeing herself from the disturbances of the 1988
unrest, the nation has made utmost efforts for ensuring
stability, the rule of law and peace. From that stage, it has
striven to restore national re-consolidation, and due to the
sincere efforts, 17 armed groups returned to the legal fold,
and are taking part with might and main in the task to
develop their regions and the Union. Since then, peace
has been prevailing in the whole nation. At the same time,
we are achieving unprecedented progress. The result of
peace and development is prosperity.

After assumption of the State duties, the Tatmadaw
Government first made efforts to ensure the rule of law,
community peace and secure and smooth transport.
Afterwards, it has made practical development endeavours
in paving the way for unity of the national brethren.
Returning to the legal fold, the 17 armed groups has
strengthened the national solidarity.

The leaders of the nation are making overtime efforts
for peace and progress of Myanmar. We have continuously
read in the newspapers their efforts and inspection tours
to ensure peace, development and unity in the whole
country. They always look into the requirements of every
development project from the start to the end. Time and
again, they fulfil the requirements of all sectors. Thus,
developments and success can be witnessed throughout
the Union.

For example, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt,
accompanied by officials, visited a number of places in
Sagaing Division from 11 to 14 June 2004. During the
tour, he inspected human resources development courses
of Kale University, IT courses, completed three-story
lecture hall, the main lecture hall, two lecture halls and
other extension programmes. Two or three universities
have been built in every state or division as necessary. In
Taninthayi Division, Dawei and Myeik has one university
each. In Shan State there are four universities — the
Taunggyi University, the Lashio Degree College, the
Kengtung Degree College, and the Panglong University.

Since yore, the national races have had the tradition
of living together in unity and amity. The endeavours for
progress, modernization and perpetuation of the Union
should equally serve the interest of all the national races.
They should not be in the interest of a single race, an
organization or a political party.

As we are systematically striving to follow the path
to democracy, the National Convention that is in progress
in the first and most important stage to successfully realize
the seven-point future policy programme of the State. The
representatives of the national races from all states and
divisions and those representing all walks of life are
taking part in the National Convention.

During the tour, the Prime Minister also attended to
the needs of the project to extend Kale General Hospital
to a 200-bed facility and the rural and urban development
undertakings. He also urged faculty members of the Kale
Government Technological College to systematically train
their students to become highly-qualified intellectuals and

Maung Nwe Sit—=—

intelligentsia. He met with officials, local elders and
entrepreneurs at the Kale Government Computer College,
and urged them that Kale region was important for the
nation as it serves as a gateway to Chin State and a land
exit and entry point at the nation’s border with India; and
that as Kale plains was fertile, it was supplying rice to
Chin State.

The Prime Minister also said, ‘The locals should not
be content with the present degree of rice production,
which exceeds local consumption. They will have to strive
to increase food production. Only then will their region
be able to serve the interest of the regions of the
surrounding areas and the nation more. Myanmar can
produce surplus rice, but not large enough for export. As
Myanmar’s rice consumption rate is the highest among
the Southeast Asian countries, rice production should be
increased to the most possible extent. The nation will be
able to export more rice, only if efforts are being made to
increase per acre yield and sown acreage region-wise.
This season’s monsoon paddy cultivation for Sagaing
Division has been set at 2 million acres to make it the rice
bowl of Upper Myanmar. Thus, efforts should be made to
realize the target.”

He also attended the opening ceremony of Myittha
River Bridge (Kalewa) in Kale Township, inspected
Kalewa Township People’s Hospital, made proper
arrangements to increase paddy cultivation in Pale
Township, and inspected a dam project on Chindwin River
located upstream Shwesaye in Budalin Township. When
completed, the dam will hold 5.5 million acre-feet of water,
will irrigate 290,000 acres of crops, while operating the
600-megawatt turbines to generate electricity. At the
project, the Prime Minister said, “Although the nation is
not rich, it has invested a large amount of money to develop
Sagaing Division. The people will enjoy the fruits of
development and improvement in the living standard in
the long-run, only if the development gap between the
rural and urban areas and one region and another can be
narrowed and an equal progress ensured. Moreover
proportionate progress in the whole nation will help
strengthen national unity.

In Ayadaw Township, the Prime Minister spoke of
the need to increase paddy sown acreage and better health
activities. The township won a WHO award for its health
activities. In Shwebo Township, he visited Shwebon
Yadana Palace Reconstruction Project, and made
arrangements to raise paddy sown acreage. His inspection
in Monywa Township included the 200-bed Monywa
General Hospital and the Monywa University, and his
talks with officials and local people centred on
strengthening and perpetuation of national unity and Union
Spirit, inclusion of all regions in the national development
undertakings, and the role of education staff in collective
efforts of the Government and the people to implement
the seven-point future policy programme that will pave
the way for democracy.

Because of the Prime Minister’s tour in Sagaing
Division, we are able to know the township-wise
development of the division. Thus, in our view, his tour
has helped further strengthen national unity.

(Translation: TMT)
(Myanma Alin and Kyemon:30-6-2004)

fficient use of electrici

* Use daylight as the main source of light

* Use the least possible amount of eleg
tricity only if there is not enough
natural light

* Use the least possible amount of elec
tricity required in production and
service enterprises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 householdy
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving &
four-foot fluorescentlamp everyday by each|
household amounts to saving power that ig
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply. r

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car pe
month will save the nation one US dolla

* Thus, atotal of 455,822 cars in Myanmal|
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can builg
a major bridge across Ayeyawady Rive

All this needs to be known

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated
* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

Annual Co-ordination Meeting of Development Affairs Committees held

YANGON, 30 June —
The annual work co-
ordination meeting of
Development Affairs
Committees was held at
the Development Affairs
Department on Thanlyet-
soon Road in Botahtaung
Township at 11 am
yesterday.

Minister for Progress of
Border Areas and National
Races and Development
Affairs Col Thein Nyunt

|
Minister Col Thein Nyunt delivers an address at the meetingsaxkpa

attended it and delivered an
address.

Present on the occasion
were directors-general of

departments of the ministry,
deputy directors-general,
directors, officials, engin-
eers and executives of

concerned to increase
the momentum of urban
and rural development
endeavours. — MNA

Township Development
Affairs Committees.

The minister in his
address urged officials

* Do not be softened whenever appeasefl
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Tanzania's food situation
encouraging for next year

Dar-Es-SaLaaM, 30 June— Tanzanian Minister for
Agriculture and Food Security Charles Keenja has as-
sured that the country will not suffer serious food short-
age next year, local newspaper The Guardianreported
Tuesday. The minister was quoted as saying Monday that
the country would harvest nearly nine million tons of food
crops, including 4.93 million tons of cereals and four
million tons of legumes. Presenting his ministry's budget
for the next financial year to the Parliament, Keenja said
that the national food requirements for next year will be
at 8.61 million tons, thus with the current estimates of
crop production, the country may have 390,000 tons of
surplus. Estimates also indicated that most regions in Tan-
zania are expected to have harvest. Because of the nation-
wide drought in 2003, Tanzania faced severe food short-
age this year, and the country needs about 700,000 tons
of food to save people in famine. — MNA/Xinhua

13-year-old German hijacks
dad's 40-ton truck

BERLIN, 30 June— A 13-year-old German boy took a
joyride in his father's 40-ton truck, driving it for 50 miles
before police stopped him on the motorway. The boy
knocked over a road sign and a traffic light in the city of
Kassel, causing 10,000 euros damage. Police said apart from
that he drove well — possibly using the experience gained
when he took a fire engine for a spin last month. "He didn't say
where he learned to drive, but perhaps he just picked it up,"
a spokesman said on Monday. — MNA/Reuters
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Study say mobile phones may
damage sperm

Lonpon, 30 June—Mobile phones may damage
men's sperm, Hungarian scientists say, in a study that
fertility experts dismissed on Monday as inconclusive.

Carrying a mobile in
hip pockets or a holster on
the waist could cut sperm
count by nearly 30 per cent,
according to the research.

"The prolonged use of
cellphones may have anega-
tive effect on (sperm pro-
duction) and male fertility..,"
Dr Imre Fejes, of the depart-
ment of obstetrics and gy-
naecology at the University
of Szeged said in a summary
of the study.

Fejes and his team
analyzed sperm from 221
men and questioned them
about their use of mobile
phones. They found correla-
tions between the use of the
phones, even in a standby
setting, and reduced sperm
concentration and quality.

Fejes said more re-
search is needed to support
the findings, which will be
reported to this week's con-
ference in Berlin of the Eu-
ropean Society of Human
Reproduction and Embryo-
logy (ESHRE).

Professor Hans Evers,
a past president of ESHRE,
said the results are interest-
ing but far from conclusive.

"It... appears not to
take into account the many
potential confounding fac-
tors that could have skewed
the results," Evers, who
works at the Academic Hos-
pital in Maastricht in the
Netherlands, said in a state-
ment.
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He added that the
study did not seemto analyze
stress levels, the type of jobs
the men have and whether
they smoked, which could
all influence sperm count.

"These factors would
have a considerable effect
on the outcome of the re-
search..," he said.

Britain's National
Radiological Protection
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Board (NRPB), which has
reviewed research into the
health effects of exposure to
radiofrequency (RF) waves
including mobile phones,
said so far the waves appear
to be safe.

But mobiles phones
have been in widespread use
for only a short time so more
research is needed. "This is
an unexpected result and we
will look at it very carefully
but the decline in male ferti-
lity has been going on for
decades now, before the
widespread use of mobile
phones, and there can be
many reasons for it," Dr
Michael Clark, scientific
spokesman for the NRPB,
told Reuters

The World Health
Organization (WHO) has
said none of the recent
reviews has concluded that
exposure to RF from
mobile phones or their base
stations damages health, but
stresses that more studies are
needed.

MNA/Reuters|

US satellite fails to reach
planned orbit

SeatTLe, 30 June— A US telecommunications
satellite failed to reach its target orbit on Tuesday after|
blasting off from a platform floating in the middle of
the Pacific Ocean, the launch provider said.

But the satellite, orbiting closer to Earth than planned,
could still be pushed to the correct position using its own
engines, Sea Launch, the launch provider, and the satel-
lite's manufacturer, Loral Space & Communications, said.

"We were not on target on this one, but all indica-
tions are that it's fine, it has a lot of fuel on board and it
is high enough to get to where it has to go," Sea Launch
spokeswoman Paula Korn said.

A rocket booster carrying the Telstar-18 satellite
through its final stage to orbit, from which it would pro-
vide communications services across Asia, was switched
off when controllers found it was not working properly,
Russian mission control said.

"At the moment we are analyzing the situation," mis-
sion control said in a statement.

Sea Launch, a Long Beach, California-based con-
sortium led by aerospace company Boeing with Russia's
RSC Energia, Norway's Kvaerner Group and Ukraine's
Yuzhnoe rocket booster design bureau, said it was too
early to say what went wrong.

Loral, which declared bankruptcy last July due to a
sharp decline in demand for commercial satellites, said
the spacecraft had separated from the rocket prematurely.

"Our folks out there are pretty confident. We are not
calling this a failure. It's up, it's going to operate pro-
perly,” Loral spokesman John McCarthy.—MNA/Reuters|
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Wellwishers invited for
sinking tube-wells

YancoN, 30 June— The Development Affairs

Committees under the Ministry for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races and Development Affairs are
making concerted efforts in sinking tube-wells in order
to get sufficient fresh water in rural areas in States and
Divisions where water is scarce.

One 200 feet deep two-inch diametre tube-well
costs K 250,000; one 400 feet deep two-inch diametre
tube-well costs K 500,000; and one 200 feet deep four-
inch diametre tube-well costs K 500,000.

Those wishing to donate cash for the tube-well
sinking projects for rural areas may contact the
Director-General (Tel: 01-245420 & 253088), the Deputy
Director-General (Tel: 01-240118), the Director (Engi-
neering) (Tel: 01-291967), the Directors (Sagaing Divi-
sion Development Affairs Committee) (Tel: 071-21012),
the Director (Magway Division Development Affairs
Committee) (Tel: 063-23164) and the Director (Manda-
lay Division Development Affairs Committee) (Tel: 02-
54657).

MNA
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Thousands of books are waiting to give you
knowledge free of charge

ADVDERTISEMENTS

Opening Date- 29.7.2004 (Thursday)
2. Tender documents are available at the office of the Deputy General Manager
(Supply), Myanma Railways, Corner of 51 Street and Merchant Street, Botataung,
Yangon starting from 30.6.2004 during the office hours.
3. For further details please call: 291982, 201555 Ext-602,605, 612
Deputy General Manager
Supply Department, Myanma Railways, Botataung Yangon

UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION

MYANMA RAILWAYS

INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER
1. Sealed Tenders are invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the following Fish
Plate, Fish Bolts & Nuts, and Spare Parts for Car Wheel Lathe Machine which will be
purchased in Myanmar Kyats:-

Sr.No Tender No. Description Quantity
1. 15(T)1/MR (E) 1. Fish Plate BS 75 R 13000- Pairs
2004-2005 2. Fish Plate 60 Ibs (R) 600 - Pairs
3. Fish Plate 60 lbs (BS) 1400 - Pairs
4. Fish Bolts and Nuts BS 75 R 200000 - Pairs
5. Fish Bolts and Nuts 60lbs BS 8000- Pairs
2. 12(T)9/MR (MC)  Spare Parts for Car Wheel Lathe Machine 1- Lot
2004-2005 (Model WF - 1100) (17 - Items)
Closing Date - 12.8.2004 (Thursday)  (12:00) Hours.
Opening Date- 12.8.2004 (Thursday)  (14:00) Hours.} For Sr No.(I)
Closing Date - 29.7.2004 (Thursday)  (12:00) Hours.

(14:00) Hours.

} For Sr No.(2)
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Closing Date - 30.7.2004 (Friday)
Opening Date- 30.7.2004 (Friday)
2. Tender documents are available at the office of The Managing Director, Myanma
Railways, No. 357/361, Merchant Street, Botataung Township, Yangon, Myanmar
starting from 30.6.2004 during the office hours.
3. For further details please call: 291982, 201555 Ext-540,537

UNION OF MYANMAR

MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION

MYANMA RAILWAYS

INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER
1. Sealed Tender is invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the IN-SERVICE RAIL
BUS which will be purchased in United State Dollars and/or Euros.

Sr. No Tender No. Description Quantity
1. 1/MR/ RAIL BUS(M) IN SERVICE RAIL BUSES 20- Nos
2004-2005

(12:00) Hours.
(14:00) Hours.

Managing Director
Myanma Railways,

al 333;05(3) 5
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Hollywood workers sentenced for film piracy

L os ANGELES, 29 June — Two men who worked for a Hollywood post-productio

facility were sentenced Monday to three years each of probation for copying movie

for use by family, friends and coworkers, local media said.

The sentences to Rich-
ard Young and Victor Ochoa
were handed down by US
District Judge Dickran
Tevrizian.

They were among three
former employees of Light-
ning Dubbs, now known as
Lightning Media, who were
charged with amisdemeanor
after a three-minute clip of
Mel Gibson’s “The Passion
of the Christ” appeared on
the web site filmstew.com

before its commercial re-
lease.

Soon after the posting,
prosecutors say, a review in
the New York Postas based
on the same film.

The footage was alleg-
edly traced to Lightning
Dubbs, a company now
known as Lightning Media,
and authorities contended the
three men’s copying —
though not done for finan-
cial gain — allowed copies

of the film to circulate.

The two men did not ad-
mit involvement in copying
“The Passion,” but did plead
guilty earlier this year tocon-
spiracy to violate the copy-
right of the 2001 film “The
Fast and the Furious”.

The third defendant,
Burbank resident Frank
Pelayo, also pleaded guilty.
His sentencing is set for
July 6.

MNA/Xinhua

Freak snow melts at gateway
to fabled Inca citadel

Lima (Peru), 29 June
— The first snow in 20
years in the Andean city
of Cuzco melted on Mon-
glay, allowing about 2,000
stranded tourists to leave
the gateway to the Inca
citadel of Machu Picchu
after being stuck there for
two days.

“The sun has appeared
and flights have re-
started,” said an airport

the equator bumping up
against cold air in the south-
ern Andes had caused the
snowfalls and more snow
was expected at high alti-
tudes in the next three days,
the National Meteorologi-
cal Service SENAMHI
said.

Cuzco, gateway to the
fabled Inca citadel, is 9,120
feet above sea level.

MNA/Reuters

spokesman.

Runways that had been
blanketed with snow and
blocked roads and rail routes
were now reopened, a mu-
nicipal official said.

Warm, humid air from
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US catches

two Taleban
leaders, others
killed

URruzGaN PrROVINCE (Af-
ghanistan), 29 June— US
forces said they captured two
Taleban leaders in southern
Afghanistan at the weekend,
while US Marines moving
across a mountainous cen-
tral province killed three
guerilla commanders. The
governor of the southern
province of Zabul, mean-
while, said US forces killed
five Taleban guerillas on
Sunday near the provincial
capital of Qalat after a group
hiding in a village fired on a
US helicopter. Troops from
the 20,000-strong US-led
force in Afghanistan have
mounted operations against
guerillas in southern, east-
ern and central regions in
recent weeks to boost secu-
rity for September elections,
which the militants have
vowed to disrupt.

MNA/Reuters
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98 young scientists

Study says most embryo donation parents
do not tell kids

BerLIN, 30 June — Only about a third of parents whose children were born through embryo donation plan to

awarded in China

BeuinG, 29 June — Ninety-eight young scientists in

China, who are working in 12 different subject areas,
received a national award Monday for their academic
achievements in research and development.

It is the eighth time that China has issued the award,
which is known as the “China Award for Young Scientists”.
So far, a total of 789 people have received the award.

He Guogiang, a member of both the Political Bureau
and Secretariat of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
Central Committee, addressed the award-issuing ceremony.
He called for building up a “green pass” for young talents so
as to speed up the education of scientists.

He, who is also head of the Organization Department of
the CPC Central Committee, said the fostering of young
scientists is of great significance for the great rejuvenation
of the Chinese nation.

The award is sponsored by the Organization Depart-
ment of the CPC Central Committee, the Ministry of
Personnel, and the China Association for Science and

tell them how they were conceived, scientists said on Monday.

Although the parents had the same level of commit-
ment and affection for their children as couples who
adopted or had in-vitro fertilization, they preferred to keep
silent because of concerns about how the child would
react.

“The most common reasons for not telling the child
about their method of creation were fears that it would upset
the child or damage family relationships..,” Fiona
MacCallum told a fertility conference.

There was also a feeling, she said, that since the mother
carried and gave birth to the child, she was the real mother
and there was no need to tell the child anything different.

The research psychologist at City University in London
questioned 21 couples whose children had been conceived
through embryo donation, 28 who had adopted and 30 who
had in-vitro fertilization.

bryo donation give birth to their children, like adoptive
parents they have no genetic link to them.

All the parents were interviewed and completed question-
naires when their children were between 2 and 5 years old.

Embryo donation parents scored higher in emotional
over-involvement, which includes traits such as putting the
needs of the child over other family members or areluctance
to use babysitters or care-givers, but there was no difference
in the quality of parenting between the three groups.

“This supports the idea that it is the level of commitment
to parenting that is important, and not the presence or
absence of biological links between parents and children,”
MacCallum added.

The findings were presented during a meeting in
Berlin of the European Society of Human Reproduction &
Embryology.

Although women who become pregnant through em-

Technology. — MNA/Xinhua

MNA/Reuters
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The existing base is built on an ice
shelf which is likely to break off into the
sea if global warming continues at its cur-
rent rate.

So now the British Antarctic Survey
(BAS) has appealed for designers to come
up with a replacement.

Not only will the new 19 million pound
station have to be able to operate throughout
the year in one of the world’s most inhospi-
table environments, it will have to be envi-
ronmentally neutral and aesthetically in-
spiring.

So strict are the environmental rules
governing Antarctica that all refuse — in-
.| cluding human waste — is supposed to be
#.T| bagged up and shipped out so no lasting

The winner of the Miss Tourism Queen, India's Abina Abdul Rashid Khan (C) pagesis left of outside occupation.

with the runner-up Germany's Johnalena Kwasow (R) and the second runner-up “Thisis an ambitious project,” said BAS
Thailand's Pawina Bamrungrot (L) in Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, on 29 June, 2@@dctor Chris Rapley. “It will be a fusion of

A total of 56 women participated in the final of the Miss Tourism Queen Internatipgéknce, architecture, technology and engi-
Beauty Pageant in the eastern coastal cityINTERNET

neering.”

British scientists seek new Antarctic
ice station

Lonoon, 29 June — Britain’s Antarctic ice station has a design problem few
architects can have envisaged when it was built—within adecade itis likely to float away.

The new station will replace BAS” ex-
isting Halley facility on the Brunt ice shelf
which is expected to follow much of the ice-
bound continent’s sea ice and break away as
the world’s climate warms.

The existing Halley station is the fifth to
be built on the Brunt shelf since 1956 to
study changing weather patterns.

Unlike its predecessors which have sim-
ply been swallowed by the ice, the current
Halley is on stilts and is jacked up each year
to avoid being submerged by snow.

A BAS spokeswoman said the new sta-
tion, scheduled to be operational by Novem-
ber 2008 in time for the 2008/2009 southern
hemisphere summer when the staff quadru-
ples to 60, would probably be built on the
remains of the Brunt shelf.

But it will be sited on the landward side
of the expected crack in the shelf, rather than
on solid ground.

MNA/Reuters

Overseas Chinese

'S¢ FAO, WHO call for quicker adoption of
physicists convene

food standards

Australia to tackle rising
obesity among children

to discuss frontiers

SHANGHAIL, 29 June —
The Overseas Chinese
Physics Association
(OCPA) held its fourth joint
meeting Monday in Shang-
hai.

The four-day meeting
has attracted over 500 elite
Chinese physicists from
across the world to discuss
physics education and the
latest academic develop-
ment.

Two Nobel laureates,
both Chinese-Americans,
Samuel Chao Chung Ting
and Steven Chu gave reports
at the meeting on “antimat-
ter”, “ dark matter” and the
relationship between phy-
sics and biology.

Their reports won inter-
est and praise from the au-
dience.—MNA/Xinhua

GENEVA, 29 June — The Codex Alimentarius Commission, an international food

standards-setting body established by the Food and Agriculture Organization of th
United Nations (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO), convened its 27th

session here on Monday, amid calls for it to implement recommendations made by theage designed to get children off the couch and stop them

two organizations.

The six-day session, con-
vened one year ahead of
schedule, is set to address
infant formula Code, im-
prove food chain safety and
good animal feeding prac-
tices, the WHO said in aPress
release.

The commission, which
traditionally met once every

two years, will now meet
yearly in response to the
FAO-WHO joint evalua-
tion, which called on the
commission to speed up its
work and adapt to the ever-
increasing demands of
member countries.

The commission is set
to approve a Code of Prac-

tice on Good Animal Feed-
ing that would establish a
feed safety system for food
producing animals. It
would take into account
relevant aspects of animal
health and the environment
in order to minimize risks
to the health of consumers.
MNA/Xinhua

CanBerra, 30 June— With one in four Australian
e children now tipping the scales at overweight or obese,
the Australian Government on Tuesday unveiled a pack-

eating junk food.

The number of fat Aus-
tralian children has trebled
in the past 20 years in a trend
reflecting international pat-
terns, with the United States
and Britain facing similar
obesity problems.

Prime Minister John
Howard, an avid walker who
is expected to call a close-run

No smoking

China to build its largest nature
reserve for river dolphin

N ANcHANG, 29 June — A nature reserve will be built in the water areas of Poyang
Lake, the biggest freshwater lake and a major haunt of the Yangtze River dolphing
in China, to better protect the rare species.

The nature reserve be-
ing planned will be China’s
largest of its kind in terms of
area, according tothe Poyang
Lake Fishery Administra-
tion. The provincial govern-
mentofeastChina’s Jiangxi,
where the lake is located, has
given the go-ahead to the

nature reserve project.

The nature reserve will
expand from the mouth of the
lake to the Laoyemiao area,
with a total area of 6,803 hec-
tares and an area of 2,701
hectares for a core zone, ac-
cording sources with the pro-
vincial fishery administration.

River dolphin, or
Neophocaena Phoecaen-
oides in scientific name, is a
kind of small toothed whale
included in the secondary
category of rare animals un-
der the state protection in
China.

election within months, set
aside 116 million Australian
dollars (81 million US dol-
lars) over four years to tackle
rising childhood obesity that
will be heavy on the nation’s
medical bill in years ahead.
“The paradox of this
sports-loving nation becom-
ing increasingly less mobile
and increasingly more obese
is something that today’s
launch is designed to chal-
lenge,” Howard said.
The money will fund af-

MNA/Xinhua

ter-school sporting activities

for about 150,000 children
and give grants to commu-
nity organizations linked to
schools that encourage
healthy eating and shun
greasy beefburgers, sugary
drinks, and other foods high
in fat.

Howard said education
authorities would also be re-
quired to ensure schools in-
clude at least two hours of
physical activity a week for
primary and junior high
school students in order to
receive funding from the
national government.

Figures show about 60
per cent of the 20 million
Australians are overweight
orobese, over double the rate
20 years ago, with obesity
costing health authorities 1.2
billion Australian dollars in
2000.

MNA/Reuters
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Gerrard staying with Liverpool

LiverpooL (England), 29 June— England midfielder Steven Gerrard,
the subject of repeated transfer speculation, is to stay with Liverpool,
the Premier League club announced on Monday.

Gerrard, the Liverpool captain, was part of the England team which
was knocked out of Euro 2004 by Portugal last Thursday in the

He said on Monday: "I have gone with the decision that is in my
heart and that is to stay with Liverpool."

Gerrard, one of England's few success stories in Portugal, told a
news conference at Anfield: "I have not been happy with the progres-
sion at the club over the last two years and for the first time in my career
I thought about the possibility of moving on to a different club.

"But after coming home from Euro 2004 and sitting down with my
family and also asking (chief executive) Rick (Parry) for four meetings
in two months and spending all the time with my agent and close
family...I have decided that I am staying on with Liverpool Football
Club, that I am 100 per cent committed to the football club."

MNA/Reuters|

7-5, 6-3.— INTERNET

France's Amelie Mauresmo serves to ltaly's Silvia Farjn/rld Cup and 2000 Euro-
Elia , during their Women's Singles match at Wimbledgrean Championship with
on Tuesday, 29 June, 2004. Mauresmo won the ma}cﬁrancc, said.

Barthez ready
to call time on
international future

Paris, 30 June— France's
goalkeeper Fabien Barthez
has hinted at retiring from
international soccer and said
his decision would mainly
depend on the identity of the
new French coach.

"A lot will depend on the
discussion I'll have with the
future manager," Barthez
told sports daily 1'Equipe,
adding he would be glad if

Tyson to climb back in ring after 17 months

LonpoN, 30 June— Mike Tyson will climb back into the ring for the first time in 17
months when the troubled and broke former-champion meets British heavyweight

Danny Williams.

Tyson, who has not fought since a first-
round knockout of Clifford Etienne in Feb-
ruary 2003, announced on Tuesday that a
July 30 date had been set for the bout in
Louisville, Kentucky.

"I'm not here to be a tough guy, I'll be a
tough guy on July 30," Tyson, told a media
conference to announce the fight. "When I
make my mind up, that's when I fight. Thave
been foolish not to fight."

He added: "I have not done a thing that
has benefited me. You guys (the media) will
be the judgement of whether I have the eye
of the tiger or not."

The fight is the first in a plan developed
by Tyson's lawyers to pay off his massive
debts.

The self-proclaimed "baddest man on
the planet,” Tyson has amassed over 300
million US dollars in purses throughout a
turbulent career but is now believed to owe
38 million US dollars to various creditors,
including the Internal Revenue Service and
his ex-wife Monica Turner.

According to reports, Tyson is now pen-
niless and was quoted earlier this month as
saying: "For two years I have been a bum,
truly a bum in the streets. I've got nowhere
to live.

"I've been crashing with friends, liter-
ally sleeping in shelters"

Once regarded as the most feared fighter
of his generation, Tyson's fierce aura and
savage skills have eroded through inactivity,
fighting just twice in the last three years.

In fact, Tyson has fought just eight times
since losing a re-match with Evander
Holyfield in 1997, compiling arecord of five
wins, one loss and two no contests.

The defeat was a brutal beating at the
hands of Lennox Lewis, who sent Tyson to
the canvas with a thundering right in the
eighth round in Mempbhis in June 2002.

But Tyson (50-4, 44 knockouts), who
turns 38 on Wednesday, will still be ex-
pected to make a winning return to the ring
against the journeyman Williams (31-3, 26
KOs).

A victory over the Londoner also set
Tyson on a path to more big paydays and
slow the downward spiral his career has been
in since spending three years in prison after
being convicted of rape in 1992.

He was also banned from boxing in 1997
after biting off part of Holyfield's earin atitle
bout.

Tyson said: "I may have a checkered
past, which we all have, some more publi-
cized than others. But I think I've grown
since then and I deserve another chance to
prove that my checkered past can be swept
away."— MNA/Reuters

his friend Laurent Blanc were
appointed.

Retired defender Blanc
and former Monaco and
Fulham managerJean Tigana
are the two favourites for the
departing Jacques Santini's
job."I'mfriends with Tigana,
I'm friends with 'Lolo’
(Blanc) even though it's true
Thave more ties with Laurent,
a deeper friendship,”
Barthez, who won the 1998

MNA/Reuters

United say Ruud going nowhere

Lonpon, 30 June— English Premier League giants Manchester United hay
strenuously denied the latest round of rumours surrounding a possible move of strike

Ruud van Nistelrooy to Real Madrid.

The 27-year-old Dutchman has netted
four goals for his country at Euro 2004,
sparking talk of a move to Real Madrid as
United seek to finance a deal for Everton's
‘Wayne Rooney, the 4thegame. comreported.

However, Red Devils chief executive
David Gill rejected the speculations.

"The level of reported interest shown by
other clubs in Ruud shows what a great
player he is and what an asset he is to us," he
said. "The continued speculation is frustrat-
ing, but the key people, Alex Ferguson,

Ruud and the board of directors, know that
he will be with us next season."

Van Nistelrooy said he would like to stay
at Old Trafford.

"I'm sick of saying it, but I will say it
again. I'm happy at United and [ will be there
next season and beyond," he said.

Van Nistelrooy joined United three years
ago from PSV Eindhoven and has gone on to
score 110 goals in 145 appearances for the

Giuly aiming to help Barca end trophy drought

MabriD, 29 June— Barcelona new recruit Ludovic Giuly, who joined the club on
Monday, has his sights set on helping the Catalan club end their five-year trophy

drought.

"My objective is to win
titles with Barcelona," the
French midfielder told a
news conference at the Nou
Camp. "I'm very happy to be
here and hope that the coach
and the fans will be pleased

groin injury in the Champi-
ons League final defeat by
Porto.

Barcelona said medical
tests conducted by club doc-
tors showed the player had
now recovered from the in-

jury. Knee ligament damage
he suffered three years ago
was also completely healed.
The Barcelona squad is
settoundergo amajor facelift
ahead of next season.
MNA/Reuters

with my performances.
"Barcelona are one of the

biggest clubs in Europe and
Ithink Ican fitin well. Ican't
wait for things to get started
and to join up my new team
mates."

e  Barca said the 27-year-

rold, who played an instru-
mental role in guiding Mo-
naco to the final of last sea-
son's Champions League,
had signed a three-year con-
tract with the club but did
not reveal any details of the
transfer fee.

Giuly was originally
named in the France squad
for Euro 2004, but was forced
to pull out after sustaining a

Sweden striker Larsson to
sign for Barcelona

Mabrip, 30 June— Sweden striker Henrik Larsson will
undergo a medical at Barcelona at 1700 GMT prior to
signing for the club, the Primera Liga side said on Tuesday.

The 32-year-old, who left Scottish champions Celtic at
the end of last season, is scheduled to be presented to the
media on Wednesday morning at 0800 GMT.

Larsson was persuaded to come out of international
retirement to play for Sweden at Euro 2004 and scored three
goals to help the Scandinavians reach the quarter-finals
where they lost to the Netherlands on penalties.

Spanish media reported that Larsson, a free agent, will
sign a two-year contract for a salary in the region of two
million euros per season plus bonus payments. Larsson has
scored 28 goals in 78 internationals for Sweden and won the
Golden Bootaward as the top scorer in European club football
for his 35 goals for Celtic in 2000-2001.— MNA/Reuters

Red Devils.
MNA/Xinhua

Hitzfeld is leading candidate to replace Voelle

BerLin, 29 June— Ottmar Hitzfeld emerged as the leading candidate t
succeed Rudi Voeller as German national coach on Monday after the Germa
Football Association (DFB) confirmed it was in exclusive talks with the forme

Bayern man.

"I have been in contact with Ottmar
Hitzfeld for days. There has not been any
kind of direct or indirect contact with other
coaches, including Christoph Daum," DFB
President Gerhard Mayer-Vorfelder said in
a statement.

The statement comes amid speculation
that the DFB chief has been secretly favour-
ing Daum and after critical reports that
Mayer-Vorfelder wanted to handle the en-
tire matter on his own.

Werner Hackmann, president of the
Bundesliga (DFL), expressed his annoy-
ance on Monday, saying he had not heard a
word from the DFB chief since the pair
spoke on Friday.

"That amazes me. It also amazes the
league and the league does not think that it is
the right way to go about it," Hackmann said
on German radio station NDR.

"The national team is the interface be-
tween the DFB and professional football and
so I believe that professional football should
be involved. Aside from that, the league, or
alarge part of the league, has made clear that
Daum would be a problem," he continued.

Daum, now with Turkey's Fenerbahce,
was set to take charge after Germany failed
to qualify for the knock-out phase at Euro
2000, but was discarded after testing positive
for cocaine.

MNA/Reuters
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View into the Berlin Olympic stadium on Tuesday, 29 June, 2004, where the final of the
Soccer World Cup 2006 in Germany will take place. After 48 months and two years
before the World Cup of reconstruction the completion of the stadium will be finished at

the end of July— INTERNET



1-7-2004 (ThursdayR
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)

Signature Tune
Greeting

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myanma
Sentiment”

Rakhine State Cultural
Museum

Headline News

New, Modernized
Mydnmar Food
National News
Historical Shwe Inpin
Monastery

Sandaw chain

Where the Rhododen-
dron Blooms

National News
Ayeyawady Dolphin Ex-
pedition (Part-IV)
Song “Moonlight
Flower”

National News
Enchanting Buddhist
Treasures Exhibition
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

1-7-2004 (Thursday)
Evening Transmission
(15:30 - 17:30)

9:00
9:02

9:05

9:10
9:12

9:15
9:20

9:25
9:28

9:30
9:35

9:40

9:45
9:50

9:58

15:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

15:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

15:36 Rakhine State Cultural
Museum

15:40 Headline News

15:42 New, Modernized
Myanmar Food

15:45 National News

15:50 Historical Shwe Inpin
Monastery

15:55 Sandaw chain

15:58 Where the Rhododen-
dron Blooms

16:00 National News

16:05 Ayeyawady Dolphin
Expedition (Part-IV)

16:10 Song “Moonlight
Flower”

16:15 National News

16:20 Enchanting Buddhist
Treasures Exhibition

16:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma

16:35 Mazin Industry’s Wood
Products

16:40 A Journey to Research
Taron Race

16:45 National News

16:50 Ah Mae Ywa Literature
Nursery

16:55 Scenic Beauty of Falam
and Cultural Dance

17:00 National News

17:05 U Pain Bridge

17:10 Song On Screen “Phe-
nomena of Love”

17:12 Progressing Cultivation
in Northern Shan State

17:15 National News

17:20 Beautiful Taninthayi

17:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)

19:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

19:32  Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myanma
Sentiment”

19:36 A Hidden Treasure
(Kekku)

19:40 Headline News

19:42 Tllustrious handiwork in
Kyeethe

19:45 National News

19:50 Welcome To Shwe-
myaing (Mawlamyaing)

19:55 Ka-Nee-Sone-Swa
Dance

20:00 National News

20:05 Let’s Talk About Lahu
Nationals

20:10 Song “From the Golden
National Convention
Towards”

20:15 National News

20:20 Ayeyawady Dolphin
Expedition (Part-III)

20:25 Myanmar Modern Song
“Loving Smile”

20:30 National News

20:35 Myanma Traditional
Gold Leaf Works

20:40 Manufacturing of Home
Furniture and Accesso-
ries

20:45 National News

20:50 Tha Mee Hla Island

20:55 Dawei Water Fetching
Dance

20:58 Cultural
(Kengtung)

21:00 National News

21:05 Myanmar Traditional
Pickled Tea

21:10 Myanmar Modern Song
“Hill Steps Town”

21:15 National News

21:20 Unforgettable Customs
of the Chins

21:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Mingalabar”

Museum

21:42 New, Modernized
Myanmar Food

21:45 National News

21:50 Historical Shwe Inpin
Monastery

21:55 Sandaw chain

21:58 Where the Rhododen-
dron Blooms

22:00 National News

22:05 Ayeyawady Dolphin
Expedition (Part-IV)

22:10 Song “Moonlight
Flower”

22:15 National News

22:20 Enchanting Buddhist
Treasures Exhibition

22:25 Song “Where does love
begin?

22:30 National News

22:35 Mazin Industry’s Wood
Products

22:40 A Journey to Research
Taron Race

22:45 National News

22:50 Ah Mae Ywa Literature
Nursery

22:55 Scenic Beauty of Falam
and Cultural Dance

23:00 National News

23:05 U Pain Bridge

23:10 Song On Screen “Phe-
nomena of Love”

23:12 Progressing Cultivation
in Northern Shan State

23:15 National News

23:20 Beautiful Taninthayi

23:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

1-7-2004 (Thursday) &
2-7-2004 (Friday)
Evening & Morning
Transmission
(23:30-01:30)
23:30 Signature Tune
Greetin,
23:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”
23:36 Rakhine State Cultural
Museum
23:40 Headline News
23:42 New, Modernized
Myanmar Food
23:45 National News
23:50 Historical Shwe Inpin
Monastery
23:55 Sandaw chain
23:58 Where the Rhododen-
dron Blooms
24:00 National News
00:05 Ayeyawady Dolphin
Expedition (Part-IV)
00:10 Song “Moonlight
Flower”
00:15 National News
00:20 Enchanting Buddhist
Treasures Exhibition
00:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myanma
Sentiment”
00:30 National News
00:35 Mazin Industry’s Wood
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00:45 National News

00:50 Ah Mae Ywa Literature
Nursery

00:55 Scenic Beauty of Falam
and Cultural Dance

01:00 National News

01:05 U Pain Bridge

01:10 Song On Screen “Phe-
nomena of Love”

01:12 Progressing Cultivation
in Northern Shan State

01:15 National News

01:20 Beautiful Taninthayi

01:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

2-7-2004 (Friday)
Morning Transmission

(03:30 - 07:30)
03:00 Signature Tune
Greeting

03:02 Song of Myanmar
Beauly & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myanma
Sentiment”

03:36 A Hidden Treasure

(Kekku

03:40 Headline News

03:42 Illustrious handiwork in
Kyeethe

03:45 National News

03:50 Welcome To Shwe-
myaing (Mawlamyaing)

03:55 Ka-Nee-Sone-Swa
Dance

04:00 National News

04:05 Let’s Talk About Lahu
Nationals

04:10 Song “From the Golden
National Convention
Towards”

04:15 National News

04:20 Ayeyawady Dolphin
Expedition (Part-III)

04:25 Myanmar Modern Song
“Loving Smile”

04:30 National News

04:35 Myanma Traditional
Gold Leaf Works

04:40 Manufacturing of Home
Furniture and Accesso-
ries

04:45 National News

04:50 Tha Mee Hla Island

04:55 Dawei Water Fetching

Dance

04:58 Cultural
(Kengtung)

05:00 National News

05:05 Myanmar Traditional
Pickled Tea

05:10 Myanmar Modern Song
“Hill Steps Town”

05:15 National News

05:20 Unforgettable Customs
of the Chins

05:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

05:30 Rakhine State Cultural
Museum

05:40 Headline News

05:42 New, Modernized

Museum

Monastery

05:55 Sandaw chain

05:58 Where the Rhododen-
dron Blooms

06:00 National News

06:05 Ayeyawady Dolphin
Expedition (Part-IV)

06:10 Song “Moonlight
Flower”

06:15 National News

06:20 Enchanting Buddhist
Treasures Exhibition

06:25 Song “Where does love
begin?”

06:30 National News

06:35 Mazin Industry’s Wood
Products

06:40 A Journey to Research

Taron Race

06:45 National News

06:50 Ah Mae Ywa Literature
Nursery

06:55 Scenic Beauty of Falam
and Cultural Dance

07:00 National News

07:05 U Pain Bridge

07:10 Songs On Screen “Phe-
nomena of Love”

07:12 Progressing Cultivation
in Northern Shan State

07:15 National News

07:20 Beautiful Taninthayi

07:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

Panorama & Myanma | 21:30 Rakhine State Cultural Products Myanmar Food
Sentiment” Museum 00:40 A Journey to Research | 05:45 National News
16:30 National News 21:40 Headline News Taron Race 05:50 Historical Shwe Inpin
8:30 am 6:30 pm
9. International news 12. Evening news
8:45 am 7:00 pm
10. Lets go 13. Weather report
1 1. Martial song 14. §8¢fgn:ecdudioy
4:15 pm

Thursday, July 1
View today:
7:00 am
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7:25 am

3. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

4. Morning news

7:40 am

5. Nice and sweet song

7:50 am

6. Dance of national races

8:05 am

7. Dance variety

8:20 am

8. Bfecndoodiqpios

2. Songs to uphold
National Spirit

4:30 pm

3. English for Everyday
Use

4:45 pm

4. Musical programme

5:00 pm

5. mcc:mémrgaﬁc\suaocq:

qu@caic :ncsq:m

“§:905008” (2§E:-99)
7:35 pm
] 5. orqj:mrﬁ::lmmﬂg&nq:né
8:00 pm
16. News
17. International news
18. Weather report
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- 3030048 (oogp
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6. Cute little dancers
5:30 pm
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5:55 pm
9. Musical programme
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00:30 am
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23.The next day’s
programme

Thursday, July 1
Tune in today

8.30 am Brief news

8.35 am Music: Stop the rock

8.40 am Perspectives

8.45 am Music: The ketchup
song

8.50 am National news/ Slogan

9.00 am Music: Addicted to

base

International news

Music: Get the party

started

News/Slogan

Lunch time music

Aspects of Myanmar

-Interview with a

monk & a laity

person from abroad

about Vipassana

meditation

Article

Pourri

Favourite  songs

chosen by music

lovers

-Stony

-We love to love

-If we hold on

together

9.45 °pmNews/Slogan

10.00 pm PEL

9.05 am
9.10 am

1.30 pm
é.40 pm

Rainfall on 30-6-2004

— 0.08 inch at Yangon Airport,

— 0.55 inch at Kaba-Aye and

— 0.08 inch at central Yangon. Total rainfall sinc
1-1-2004 was 1240mm (48.82 inches) at Yangpn
Airport and 1157mm (45.55 inches) at Kaba-Ay
and 1192mm (46.93 inches) at central Yangon.

Wenther Vop ar Mrayorey eod Soipibanrdap e

[ WEATHER ]

Wednesday, 30 June, 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been
partly cloudy in Kayah State and Magway Division, rain
or thundershowers have been widespread in Kachin, Kayin,
Mon States, lower Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions and
scattered in the remaining areas with isolated heavyfalls
in Rakhine State and Yangon Division. The noteworthy
amounts of rainfall recorded were Maungdaw (4.33)
inches, Coco Island (3.90) inches, Kawthoung (2.24)
inches, Sittway (1.89) inches, Hpa-an and Thaton (1.34)

inches each.

Maximum temperature on 29-6-2004 was 31.5°C
(89°F). Minimum temperature on 30-6-2004 was 20.4°C
(69°F). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 30-6-2004
was 85%. Total sunshine hours on 29-6-2004 was (0.8)
hour approx. Rainfall on 30-6-2004 was 0.08 inch at
Yangon Airport, 0.55 inch at Kaba-Aye and 0.08 inch at

central Yangon. Total rainfall

since 1-1-2004 was

1240mm (48.82 inches) at Yangon Airport and 1157mm
(45.55 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 1192mm (46.93 inches)
at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon
(Kaba-Aye) was 8 mph from Southwest at 16:28 hours

MST on 29-6-2004.

Bay inference: Monsoon is generally moderate in
the Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until evening of 1-7-
2004: Rain or thundershowers will be widespread in
Kachin, Chin States, upper Sagaing Division, scattered in
Rakhine, Mon, Kayin States, Ayeyawady, Bago, Yangon
and Taninthayi Divisions and isolated in the remaining
areas. Degree of certainty is (100%). State of the sea:
Seas will be moderate in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Increase of
rain in Northern Myanmar areas. Forecast for Yangon
and neighbouring area for 1-7-20040ne or two rain or
thundershowers with sunny period. Degree of certainty is
(80%). Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 1-7-2004:Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty is (60%).
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Delegates of National Races submit proposals to Plenary Session of National Convention

NCCC Chairman Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein signs attendance register at, thg

Plenary Session of National Conventionvna

YaNGoN, 30 June—
The Plenary Session of the
National Convention con-
tinued at Pyidaungsu Hall
of Nyaunghnapin Camp in
Hmawby Township,
Yangon Division, at 9 am
today. Delegates of National
Races Group which is one
of the delegate groups to the
National Convention read
out proposals concerning
detailed basic principles to
be laid down for sharing of
power in legislative, execu-
tive and judicial sectors to
be included in writing the
State Constitution.

Also present at the Na-
tional Convention were
Chairman of the National
Convention Convening
Commission Secretary-2 of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Gen
Thein Sein and Commission
members, Chairman of the
National Convention Con-
vening Work Committee
Chief Justice U Aung Toe
and Work Committee mem-
bers, Chairman of the Na-
tional Convention Conven-
ing Management Committee
Auditor-General Maj-Gen
Lun Maung and Manage-
ment Committee members,
chairmen and officials of the
sub-committees, media per-
sonnel, delegates of politi-
cal parties of Kokang De-

mocracy and Unity Party,
National Unity Party, Union
Kayin League, Union Pa-O
National Organization, Mro
(or) Khami National Solidar-
ity Organization, Lahu Na-
tional Development Party
and Wa National Develop-
ment Party, representatives-
elect of National Unity Party
and Mro (or) Khami Na-
tional Solidarity Organiza-
tion and independent repre-
sentatives-elect, delegates of
national races from Kachin
State, Kayah State, Kayin
State, Chin State, Mon State,
Rakhine State, Shan State
(South), Shan State (North)
and Shan State (East),
Sagaing Division,
Taninthayi Division, Bago
Division, Magway Division,
Mandalay Division, Yangon
Division and Ayeyawady
Division, delegates of peas-
ants from Kachin State,
Kayah State, Kayin State,
Chin State, Mon State,
Rakhine State, Shan State
(South), Shan State (North)
and Shan State (East),
Sagaing Division,
Taninthayi Division, Bago
Division, Magway Division,
Mandalay Division, Yangon
Division and Ayeyawady
Division, delegates of intel-
lectual and intelligentsia,
delegates of workers from
Kachin State, Kayah State,

Kayin State, Chin State,
Mon State, Rakhine State,
Shan State (South), Shan
State (North) and Shan State
(East), Sagaing Division,
Taninthayi Division, Bago
Division, Magway Division,
Mandalay Division, Yangon
Division and Ayeyawady
Division, delegates of State
service personnel from the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Office, the
President’s Office, the
Pyithu Hluttaw Office, the
Government Office, the Su-
preme Court, the Attorney-
General’s Office, the Audi-
tor-General’s Office, the
Multimedia Party Democ-
racy General Election Com-
mission’s Office, Civil Serv-
ice Selection and Training
Board, Yangon City Devel-
opment Committee, Manda-
lay City Development Com-
mittee and ministries, indi-
vidual persons of the other
invited delegates and del-
egates of peace groups from
Shan State (North) Special
Region-1, Shan State (North)
Special Region-2, Shan State
(North) Special Region-3,
Shan State (East) Special
Region-4, Shan State (North)
Special Region-5 (KDA),
Shan State (South) Special
Region-6, Shan State (North)
Special Region-7, Kachin
State Special Region-1,

Kachin State Special Re-
gion-2, Kayah State Special
Region-1, Kayah State Spe-
cial Region-2, Kayah State
Special Region-3, Kayinni
National Democratic Party
(KNDP) Dragon Group,
Kayinni National Progres-
sive Party (KNPP) (Splinter,
Hoya), Kayinni National
Unity and Solidarity Organi-
zation (Ka Ma Sa Nya),
Shan State Nationalities Peo-
ple’s Liberation Organiza-
tion (Ya La La Pha), New
Mon State Party, Democratic
Kayin Buddhist Association
(DKBA), Haungthayaw
Special Region Group, the
Nyeinchanyay Myothit
Group of Hpa-an Township
of Kayin State which ex-
changed arms for peace,
Shan State National Army,
group led by U Saw Tun
Oo of Rakhine State,
Homein Region Welfare and
Development Group,
Shwepyiaye (MTA) Group,
Manpan Regional Militia
Group, Mon Armed Peace
Group (Chaungchi Region),
Mon (Splinter) Nai Saik
Chan Group and Arakanese
Army (AA) which ex-
changed arms for peace.
Before the plenary ses-
sion of the National Con-
vention, Commission Chair-
man Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein and Commission
members, Chairman of the
Work Committee Chief Jus-
tice U Aung Toe and Work
Committee members, Chair-
man of the Management
Committee Auditor-General

Members of the Panel of Chairmen and delegates seen at Plenary Session of

Maj-Gen Lun Maung and
Management Committee
members and the NC del-
egates signed the attendance
registers at Pyidaungsu Hall
where the National Conven-
tion is being held and the
Recreation Centre.

U Mya Aye of the
Delegate Group of Peasants
presided over the plenary
session together with Na-
tional Convention Conven-
ing Work Committee mem-
ber Daw Khin Nu, U Tun
Yin Law of the Delegate
Group of Political Parties,
U Yaw Aye Hla of the
Delegate Group of Repre-
sentatives-elect, U Maung
Hla (a) U Hla Myint of the
Delegate Group of National
Races, Dr Myo Thant Tin
of the Delegate Group of
‘Workers, Dr U Thein Oo Po
Saw of the Delegate Group
of Intellectuals and Intelli-
gentsia, Maj-Gen Aung
Thein of the Delegate
Group of State Service Per-
sonnel and U Tun Aung
Chein of the Delegate
Group of Other Invited Per-
sons. Director (Meeting) U
Than Aung of the National
Convention Convening
Work Committee acted as
master of ceremonies and
Deputy Director U Aung
Kyi as co-master of ceremo-
nies.

The master of ceremo-
nies announced the start of
the meeting with the per-
mission of the chairman as
there were 1,066 delegates
out of 1,088 listed, account-

National Conventior— mMNA

ing for 97.98 per cent.

Next, the Delegate
Group of National Races
read out proposals concern-
ing detailed basic principles
to be laid down for sharing
of power in legislative, ex-
ecutive and judicial sectors
to be included in writing the
State Constitution. First,
Daw Nant Ohnma Mya of
Ayeyawady Division pre-
sented proposal of the Del-
egate Group of National
Races — the sector on for-
mation of Financial Com-
mission, taxation and funds
allotment among the
Pyidaungsu and Regions or
States in drafting the State
Constitution. Daw Hsar Hsu
of Chin State continued to
read the proposal.

Next, U Aung Tun of
Mandalay Division read out
the proposal of the delegate
group. Afterwards, the ple-
nary session was recessed at
10.15 am.

The Plenary Session of
the National Convention
will continue at 9 am tomor-
row.— MNA

INSIDE

Perspectives
Make concerted

efforts for rural
and urban
development
(Page 2)
Article
To march towards
genuine democratic
nation in unity
(Page 10)

With hands linked firm around the National Convention.




