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Constitution

Constitution

Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State *

* Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State *

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun *
development of other sectors of the economy as well

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system

Development of the economy inviting participation i
terms of technical know-how and investments fro|

sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept

the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguardingof
cultural heritage and national character
*  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of theentire nation

Chairman of Myanmar Education Committee Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses Meeting 2/2004 of Myanmar Ed

ucation -Covmmittee.

Educational progress made through harmonious cooperation between
Government and people
Prime Minister addresses Meeting 2/2004 of Myanmar Education Committee

YANGON, 17 June—The
Myanmar Education Com-
mittee held its meeting No
2/2004 at the Universities
Central Council in Kamayut
Township this afternoon,
with an address by Chair-
man of the MEC Prime
Minister General Khin
Nyunt.

It was also attended by
Vice-Chairman of the MEC
Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Soe Win,
ministers, the chairman of
the Civil Service Selection
and Training Board, deputy
ministers, members of the
MEC, officials of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office, departmen-
tal heads and officials.

The Prime Minister in
his address said that the
National Education Promo-
tion Special Four-Year Plan
launched in 2000-2001 had
been implemented success-
fully in compliance with the
guidance of the Head of
State. Simultaneously, the
30-year plan is being im-
plemented phase by phase
after adopting long-term
goals for promotion of the
national education standard,
he said.

The basic education
schools have been opened

since 2 June. At the basic
and higher education levels
seminars are held yearly
prior to the opening of the
schools, scholars of the
Ministry of Education dis-
cuss promotion of educa-
tion. The seminars have laid
down future education
plans, resulting in effective
implementation of educa-
tional tasks, he noted.
Consequently, the edu-
cation gap between urban
and rural regions and be-
tween border areas and re-
mote regions can be nar-
rowed down remarkably
thanks to thorough imple-
mentation of the National
Education Promotion Four-
Year Plan and the Special
Plan for Development of
Border Areas. Besides, the
government, in its drive for
ensuring rural areas devel-
opment and equitable devel-
opment of all parts of the
nation, has been implement-
ing development projects
with heart and soul after
designating the 24 special
development zones. So, the
education standard of the
nation including border ar-
eas, remote regions and ru-
ral areas has been raised to
a high degree, he said.
During the inspection
tours of the Head of State

and the State leaders, edu-
cational requirements have
been fulfilled many times.
Moreover, they also at-
tended to the needs regard-
ing the reports on education
presented by local people,
he added. That is why the
education standard has been
raised to a such degree in a
short period, he said.

It can be said that active
participation of those in
charge of respective regions,
social organizations, the
people and teachers has re-
sulted in accomplishment of
the plan for ensuring enrol-
ment of all school-age chil-
dren. Organizing measures
have been taken successfully
to help needy children to at-
tend classes, he said.

As to the higher educa-
tion sector, more universi-
ties and colleges have been
built and at the same time
measures are being taken
for upgrading of the educa-
tion standard of teachers
and study aids, he said.

On the whole, he said
that heartening progress has
been achieved in basic and
higher education levels and
in producing reliable human
resources. It is a result of
hearty participation of the
people and wellwishers. In
other words, progress has

been made in the education
sector through harmonious
cooperation between the
State and the people. In con-
clusion, he called for con-
tinuous efforts for maintain-
ing the already-achieved
momentum.

Those present approved
the agenda of the meeting
No 1/2004 of the MEC.

Next, Minister for Edu-
cation U Than Aung re-
ported on successful imple-
mentation of the National
Education Promotion Spe-
cial Four-Year Plan (2000-
2001 to 2003-2004), and
successful exhibition on the
National Education Promo-
tion Special Four-Year Plan.

Minister U Than Aung
also reported on upgrading
of branch, affiliated and
post-primary schools to en-
able all children to pursue
education at basic education
level. He said that arrange-
ments will be made for up-
grading of 5,917 basic edu-
cation schools and appoint-
ment of 21,060 teachers
within a three-year period
from 2004-05 to 2006-07
academic years. A total of
4,788 post-primary schools
have been opened from
2001-2002 to 2004-2005
academic year.

With regard to opening
new basic education schools
and upgrading schools, the

minister said 1,257 schools
were upgraded during six-
month period from Decem-
ber 2003 to 15 June 2004—
40 Basic Education High
Schools, 60 BEHSs.
(Branch), 69 BEMSs, 26
BEMSs (Branch), 962 post-
primary schools and 100
BEPSs. Nowadays, a total
of 40,505 schools— 1,895
BEHSs, 3,040 BEMSs,
4,788 Post-Primary Schools
and 30,872 BEPSs— have
been opened. Those present
participated in the discus-
sions.

Later, the Prime Minis-
ter gave instruction and
made concluding remarks. °

MNA

Winners in competitions to mark International Day
Against Drug Abuse and lllict Trafficking announced

YANGON, 17 June—
Winners in Short Story,
Article, Poem, Song, Car-
toon, Painting, Poster,
Computer Painting/Poster
and Photo Competitions to
mark International Day
Against Drug Abuse and
Illict Trafficking which
falls on 26 June 2004 were
announced today.

In the short story con-
test, U Zaw Moe Kyaw
(Design Zaw Htet, Archi-
tect-Mandalay) won the

first prize, Ma Kaythi Oo
(Kaythi Oo-Monywa GCC)
the second and Ma May
Einsi Oo (Ekari May Oo
Kyaw) the third together
with five consolation prize

winners.

In the article contest, U
Thein Win (Muse Wong
Kham) secured the first
prize, Daw Hla Thein the

(See page 16)

Perspectives
Work in concert

with the Govern-
ment for all-round
development of the
Nation
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Lt-Gen Khin Maung

Than inspects land

reclamation in Bago
Division
(Page 16)

The National Convention is the

concern of all our national races.
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Work in concert with the
Government for all-round

S S o

Crush all internal and external destructive

People’s Desire
Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

elements as the common enemy

development of the nation

Although the production of paddy in
Myanmar is adequate for domestic consump
tion, it is not sufficient enough for export. Out
of the nations in Southeast Asia, Myanmar ha
the highest per capita consumption of rice
Therefore, it is necessary for us to try to in
crease per-acre yield as well as extending so
acreage to be able to export rice.

As the Kalay Region of Sagaing Divisio
is the gateway to Chin State and it is contigu
ous to India, it is a strategic region for the
Union of Myanmar. Moreover, having favour-
able conditions for agriculture, it can produce
enough rice and thus surplus food needed fqr
Chin State.

S

Broilers breeding course opened

YancoN, 17 June—The opening of the broilers
breeding course No 1 of the Ministry of Livestock and
Fisheries jointly organized by the Livestock Breeding
and Veterinary Department and Myanmar CP Livestock
Co was held at the LBVD in Insein Township this morn-
ing. Present on the occasion were Minister for Livestock
and Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein, Deputy
Minister U Aung Thein, departmental heads, General Sec-
retary of Myanmar Livestock Breeding Federation Dr
Zaw Win Myat, officials of Myanmar CP Livestock Co
and entrepreneurs.

The Minister delivered a speech. Vice Chairman
of Myanmar CP Livestock Co Mr Nuttha Krit explained
the purpose of the course. The Minister and Mr Nuttha
Krit formally opened the training centre.

A total of 20 trainees from departments and enter-
prises and livestock breeders are attending the 14-day
course. — MNA

Myanmar Gazette

YANGON, 17 June — The State Peace and Devel-
opment Council has appointed the following persons as
heads of service organizations shown against each on
probation from the date they assume charge of their
duties.

Name
(a) U Ye Phone Myint

Deputy Director-General
Settlement and Land
Records Department
Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation

(b) Col Aung Win
Deputy Director-General

Appointment
Managing Director
Myanmar Jute Enterprise
Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation

Director-General
Department of Human

In his meeting with members of District
and Township Peace and Development Coulf-
cils, departmental personnel, townselders an":l
entrepreneurs at the Aung San Hall in Kalay,
Sagaing Division, on 11 June, Prime Ministe|
General Khin Nyunt said that it is necessary
for farmers and responsible personnel in agri
cultural field to cooperate with one another tof
increase agricultural production. It is also nec
essary to systematically record statistics ofp
sown acreage and per-acre yield, he added. Arld
he urged the farmers and all those responsible
to put their energies into their work to be able]
to extend the sown acreage up to 2 million g
that Sagaing Division will become the granary
of Upper Myanmar.

Only with increased production will the
economic life of the people be elevated. Therp
fore, township-level officials are required to gd
on field trips to villages and make sure thai
rural development tasks are systematically im
plemented. As a township is the most fundg
mental adminstrative level, township-level of:
ficials ought to throw themselves into the tas|
for agricultural and rural development.

The Government has been building suc
infrastructures as irrigation facilities, roads and
bridges, hospitals and clinics, and schools, cdl
leges and universities for all-round developmen
of the nation. We would like to call on the entirg
national people to work in concert with the|

Government in all the national endeavours.
\

0
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Appointment of Ambassador of Israel

Cash and kind donated to storm

victims in Rakhine State

YANGON, 17 June— | blankets worth over K 2.4
Wellwishers in Yangon do- | million and Daw Nu Mra
nated cash and kind valued | Zan of Rakhine Literature
at over K 22.5 million for
relief measures at the Min-
istry of Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement this
morning.

On behalf of the L
wellwishers Dr Kyaw
Thein explained the pur-
pose of the donation. Next
cash and kind were do-
nated. Dr Kyaw Thein of
Rakhine Thahaya Associa-
tion donated K 8.1 million;
U Zaw Aye Maung repre-
senting Alpine Co, purified
water worth K 2 million;
U Myo Swe of Rakhine

= -

=y

welfare society (Japan), fs
647 rice bags worth over f
|

K 3.2 million; Daw Yin
Yin of Rakhine women’s
association, over 9,000

S

-
.
=

clothes worth about K 4
million; Daw Khaing
Khaing Zan of Sittway
College Old Students As-
sociation, 320 mosquitoe
nets worth over K 1.2 mil-
lion; Chairman U Hla Tun
Oo of Myaybon Township
Association (Yangon), 300

and Cultural Association
(Yangon), stationery
worth over K 0.8 million.
Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettle-
ment Maj-Gen Sein Htwa
accepted the donations
and spoke words of
thanks. — MNA

Settlement and
Housing Development
Ministry of Construction

Department of Human

Settlement and

Housing Development

Ministry of Construction
MNA

Y

-
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Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement Maj-Gen Sein Htwa accepts
donations from wellwishers. w~a

ASEAN Radio quiz on 2 July

YANGoN, 17 June—Under the “ASEAN in
Action” project being implemented by MRTV, the monthly
radio quiz on ASEAN have been held. The ASEAN radio
quiz for the month of June will be held at 10 am on 2 July.
Those wishing to participate are to report at MRTV not
later than 9:30 am that day. Handsome prizes and
allowances will be given, it is learnt. — MNA

agreed on

YANGON, 18 June — The Government of the Union
of Myanmar has agreed to the appointment of Mrs Ruth
Schatz as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary
of the State of Israel to the Union of Myanmar in succes-
sion to Mr Yaacov Avrahamy.

Mrs Ruth Schatz was born in 1950. She attended
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and obtained B.A
degree (Middle East and Arabs Affairs). She served in the
military from 1968 to 1970. She joined the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 1974 and has served in various capaci-
ties at the Ministry and at the Israeli Embassy in Singa-
pore and Consulate-General in Houston. She is currently
serving as Minister-Counsellor in the Egypt Department
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

She is married and has 3 children. — MNA

Film entertainment for NC delegates
YaNGoN, 17 June — The Entertainment and Welfare
Subcommittee of the National Convention Convening
Management Committee is organizing entertainment pro-
grammes for delegates to the National Convention daily
at the gymnasium of Nyaunghnapin Camp. Yesterday
evening, the delegates were entertained with a film enti-
tled “Maya Yahta” (Train of tricks) starring Lwin Moe,
Nanda Hlaing, Tun Eindra Bo and Kyi Le’ Le’ Oo.

MNA
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Iraqg attacks

Rawmabi, 17 June—Nine people were killed, including four foreigners, and 10 were wounded when a vehicle

targeted in a blast on Wednesday in the restive town of Ramadi in western Iraq and three US soldiers were killg|

in a rocket attack in the city of Balad, officials said.

“We have the bodies of five Iraqis and four foreigners,”
said Mohammed Jalal, a doctor in the neighbouring town of
Fallujah, 50 kilometres west of Baghdad. “In addition, 10
injured Iraqis were admitted to our hospital.”

The US military said that three US soldiers were killed
and 25 people were wounded, including two foreign civil-
ians in a rocket attack in Balad, 75 kilometres north of
Baghdad. A military spokesman said air and ground forces
responded to the suspected location from which the attack
was launched. The deaths rose to 613 the number of US
soldiers killed in action since the US-led invasion of Iraq in
March 2003, according to numbers from the Pentagon.

One Iraqi was shot dead and two foreign contractors
wounded in a gunbattle when a convoy of several cars was
ambushed near Baghdad airport, a senior military official
said Wednesday.

Elsewhere, the head of security for oil fields in Kirkuk
has been assassinated, Al Jazeera television reported on

Wednesday. The television quoted Iraqi police as saying
Ghazi Talabani was killed. It gave no further details.

Radical Iraqi cleric Mogtada al-Sadr on Wednesday told
all members of his Mehdi Army militia who are not from
Najaf to leave the city.

The announcement came a day after Iraq’s new Presi-
dent Sheikh Ghazi al-Yawar said Sadr could join national
politics if he is found innocent of murder charges and agrees
to disband his Mehdi Army militia.

“Members of the Mehdi Army who have agreed to make
sacrifices are asked to return to their regions” of origin, said
a brief statement from the cleric published in Najaf, 160
kilometres south of Baghdad.

Saboteurs blew another hole in a main Iraqi southern oil
export pipeline on Wednesday, further damaging the net-
work after two sabotage attacks earlier in the week that
brought oil exports to a halt. It was uncertain when exports
would resume. — Internet

828 US troops killed since beginning
! of military operations
in Iraq last year

BacHDAD, 16 June—As of Wednesday, June 16, 828
US service members have died since the beginning|
military operations in Iraq last year, according to the
Defence Department. Of those, 609 died as a resultjof
hostile action and 219 died of non-hostile causes.

The British military has reported 58 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Poland, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia three; Thailand, two; Denmark, El Salvador,
Estonia, Latvia and the Netherlands have reported one
each. Since May 1, 2003, when President Bush declared
that major combat operations in Iraq had ended, 690 US
soldiers have died—500 as aresult of hostile action and 190
of non-hostile causes, according to the military.

The latest deaths reported by the US military:

Three US soldiers were killed Wednesday in a rocket

attack on a US logistics base near Balad. —Internet

Another pipeline struck in Irag; security chief killed

security chief for the northern oilfields.

A rocket slammed into a US logistics
base near Balad, 50 miles north of Baghdad,
killing three US soldiers and wounding 25
other people, including two civilian work-
ers, the military said.

Elsewhere, radical Shiite cleric Muqtada
al-Sadr ordered his militiamen to leave the
holy cities of An Najaf and Kufa unless they
live there, fulfilling a key aspect of an ac-
cord meant to end fighting between his
fighters and US troops.

An explosion before dawn Wednesday
damaged a pipeline carrying crude oil from
Iraq’s southern fields to the Basra oil termi-
nal in the Persian Gulf. Iraqi engineers had
diverted crude shipments to that pipeline

Children in the Sadr City district of Baghdad, sit along the street to watch a militia merBgf another was bombed two days ago.
loyal to the Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr as he and others hold a demonstration in si
of al-Sadr and against the US military in Iraq on 16 June, 2004NTERNET

Jppoilipue to the damage inflicted on the two
pipelines, the pumping of oil to the Basra oil

BaeHpaD, 16 June—Gunmen struck at the heart of Iraq’s economic livelihood
Wednesday, blasting a major pipeline to halt vital oil exports and killing the top

terminal has completely stopped,” said Samir
Jassim, spokesman of the state-owned South-
ern Oil Co. “Exports have come to halt.”

Exports were halted last month through
Iraq’s other export avenue — the northern
pipeline from Kirkuk to Ceyhan, Turkey —
after a May 25 bombing, Turkish officials
said.

Gunmen killed Ghazi Talabani, the offi-
cial in charge of protecting the northern oil-
fields,in anambush in Kirkuk. General Anwar
Amin of the Iragi Civil Defence Corps said
three gunmen attacked Mr Talabani’s car
after his bodyguard briefly left the vehicle in
a crowded market.

The bodyguard was wounded. Mr
Talabani was the third Iraqi official slain
since Saturday.

Internet

Africa, G-8 to work on plan for
continent development

JOHANNESBURG, 16 June — African and developed countries would make a joint
plan by nextyear to transform broad commitment to the continent’s development inta

concrete action, the executive of Africa’s growth plan said Tuesday.

While all agreed that cur-
rentlevels of development aid
were insufficient to address
African underdevelopment,
no clear commitments were
onthetable, Wiseman Nkuhlu,
chairman of the secretariat of
the New Partnership for Afri-
ca’s Development (NEPAD),
said in Pretoria.

Such details would be dis-
cussed by representatives of
the NEPAD steering Com-
mittee and the Group of Eight
industrialized nations (G-8),
Nkuhlu was quoted as saying
by the South African Pres:

AssociationSAPA).

A plan to be devised from
the talks would be submitted
to decisionmakers early next
year, Nkuhlu said. It is ex-
pected to outline how much
money will be needed to
achieve stated goals of ad-
dressingunemployment, pov-
erty, hunger and disease such
as HIV/AIDS. Nkuhlu was
briefing reporters on the out-
come of talks between six
African leaders and the G-8
summit in the United States
last week. He said he was op-
§ timistic about progress made

in the discussions attended by
the presidents of South Af-
rica, Nigeria, Ghana, Sene-
gal, Algeria and Uganda.
Reducing African indebt-
edness and unequal world
trade opportunities were
among the concerns raised by
the leaders, Nkuhlu said.
Another worry high-
lighted was the lack of assist-
ance for developing countries
tomanufacture theirown prod-
ucts from raw materials rather
thanexporting capital and jobs
to the developed world.
MNA/Xinhua

said on Tuesday.

Separately, shipping agents said exports
from Iraq’s Basra terminal on the Gulf had
ground completely to a halt after having
been reduced to less than 500,000 barrels
per day earlier in the day. Normally the
terminal handles up to 1.7 million bpd.

“Nothing is loading and nothing is be-
ingreceived at the terminal,” said one agent.

Iraq oil pipeline repairs to take 7-10 days

Lonpon, 17 June— Repairs to one of Iraq’s main southern oil export pipelines will
take seven to 10 days following sabotage attacks overnight, an Iragi industry official

Industry sources said a second export pipe-
line did not appear to be damaged, but may
have been shut for security checks.

Oil Minister Thamir Ghadban earlier told
Reutersthat there had been two sabotage
attacks in the south and it was not immedi-
ately clear whether they were against the
same or different pipelines. — MNA/Reuters

|AF to phase out “MIG-21" trainer aircraft

New DetHi, 16 June — Indian Air Force (IAF) will phase out its remaining
MIG-21 trainer aircraft by 2012.

“The aging MIG fighter
is still the mainstay of IAF.
About 70to 80 will be phased
out by 2012 and substituted
with the British Hawk ad-
vanced jettrainers,” the Indo-
Asia News Servicquoted
Air Chief Marshal S
Krishnaswamy as saying
Monday.

“The induction of the
British aircraft will augment
pilot training and the IAF
would soon send its pilots to
Britain for training,” he said.

A total of 22 Hawk jets
would be delivered off the
shelf by BAE Systems while
44 more would be manufac-

tured under license by state-

owned Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Limited.

The Russian-made MIG
series jets have come undera
cloud after a spate of crashes
in recent years.

The IAF has lost more
than 50 fighter aircraft in ac-
cidents since January 2000.

MNA/Xinhua

nal airport over to Iraqi
authorities after the formal end of occupation at the end of June, aviation officials said on
16 June, 2004. Baghdad airport has been the main US military base in Iraq since lastyear’s
invasion that toppled Saddam Hussein . The airport is seen on 10 July;-2008:rNeT
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British Defence Ministry may
release photos of abused Iragis

Lonpon, 17 June — The shocking photos of the
abuse of Iragi detainees that led to charges again
British troops could be made public by the British
Ministry of Defence, the British | ndependent newspaper

reported on Wednesday.

The ministry was
considering releasing the
pictures, which were said to
show Iraqi prisoners being
forcedto performindecentacts
and a naked prisoner, bound
and gagged, suspended in a
net from a forklift truck, the
paper said.

According to the paper,
taken as “trophy” pictures, the
photos became photographic
evidence for allegations
against four British soldiers
from the Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers.

British Attorney Gener-
al Lord Goldsmith announced
Monday that the British Army
Prosecuting Authority has

decided that the four soldiers
were to face courts-martial for
abusing Iraqi prisoners.

The charges would
includeallegations of ““assault,
indecentassaultand amilitary
charge of prejudicing good
order and military discipline,”
Lord Goldsmith said in a
statement. The courts-martial
were to be held at Celle, near
Hamburg in Germany, where
the accused are based, the
paper said.

British military chiefs
said there would be as much
transparency as possible
during the proceedings, which
would be open to the public.

MNA/Xinhua

ICO welcomes establishment
of interim government in Iraq

IstanBuL, 17 June — Member states of the

stOrganization of Islamic Conference (ICO) on

Wednesday welcomed the establishment of an interin

government in Iraqg.

The ICO made the
statement in a joint
communique issued after
their three-day session of
foreign ministers in Istanbul,
the largest city in Turkey.

The communique
strongly condemned the
inhuman practices com-
mitted against the Iraqi
prisoners and detainees in
Abu Ghraieb Prison and
demanded that those
responsible be put on trial.

It welcomed the
appointment of the presi-
dent and prime minister of
the Republic of Iraq and the
establishment of the interim
government as a beginning
for sustained and urgent

action to end occupation. It
is also a beginning for a
fully sovereign, free and
democratic Iraq, which will
define its political future
and national options without
any interference, said the
communique.

It demanded occupa-
tion forces in Iraq to imply
with international hu-
manitarian laws, parti-
cularly the 1949 Geneva
Convention, stressing the
need for the occupation
forces to respect the civil
and religious liberties of the
Iraqis and preserve their
cultural, religious and
historical heritage.

MNA/Xinhua

Two Lebanese taken
hostage in Iraq

BEIrRuUT, 16 June —
Kidnappers in Iraq have
taken two more Lebanese
men hostage and are de-
manding a ransom for
their release, a Foreign
Office official in Beirut
said on Tuesday.

George Frando and
Jamil Deeb, working for a
company called Sweidan,
disappeared two days ago,
said Boutros Asaker, head
of political affairs at Bei-
rut’s Foreign Ministry.

“We were informed
by our charge d’affaires in
Baghdad that two new

Lebanese have disap-
peared,” he said.

“They have been kid-
napped by a group asking
for money.

We don’t know who
kidnapped them, but we
have been informed by our
charge d’affaires that they
are in good condition.”

One Lebanese man,
Hussein Ali Alyan, was
taken hostage in Baghdad
last week and later killed
and dumped by a road,
along with two of his Iraqi
colleagues.

MNA/Reuters

New Halliburton whistleblowers say millions

wasted in Iraq

BaeHpaD, 16 June—New testimony from former Halliburton workers and con-
gressional auditors released in Washington, DC, this week has revealed millions
dollars worth of wasteful practices, major over billing and virtually no oversight of the

company’s work to support the US invasion and occupation of Iraq in March 2003,

Under an agreement for
logistical support for Opera-
tion Iraqi Freedom, Kellogg
Brown and Root (KBR), a
Halliburton subsidiary, has
received $4.5 billion for ac-
tivities in Iraq and Kuwait
since the invasion, including
more than $3 billion to im-
port fuel and repair oil fields.
The full contract may even-
tually be worth as much as
$18 billion.

In testimony submitted
tomembers of Congress, one
truck driver explained in de-
tail how taxpayers were
billed forempty trucks driven
up and down Iraq and how
$85,000 vehicles were aban-
doned for lack of spare tires.
A labor foreman said dozens
of workers were told to “look
busy” while doing virtually
no work for salaries of
$80,000 a year. An auditor
related how the company was
spending an average of $100

for every single bag of laun-
dry and $10,000 a month for
company employees to stay
in five-star hotels.

“We saw very little con-
cern for cost considerations,”
David Walker, head of the
General Accounting Office,
the investigative arm of the
Congress, told members of
the Congress who attended a
hearing at the Government
Reform Committee in the
House of Representatives.

voicing misstatements that
are not prevented, detected,
and/or corrected in a timely
manner.”

Critics say that the
Halliburton’s contract with the
military has been especially
problematic because the com-
pany has whatiscalleda“cost-
plus” contract, which means
the company is repaid for all
expenditures, plus a percen-
tage fee and possible bonus on
top of that. — Internet

“There are serious problems,
they still exist, and they are
exacerbated in a wartime cli-
mate.”

William Reed, director
of the Pentagon’s Defence
Contract Audit Agency
(DCAA), also released a re-
portto members of Congress
that stated: “In our opinion,
the contractor’s billing sys-
temisinadequate in part. We
also found system deficien-
cies resulting in material in-

an overnight attack on a police station in the town of Sal

UNICEF
launches student

Iraqi Shiite youths parade during a fourth day of mourning for slain Mehdi army militia
commander Karim Daram in the Baghdad suburb of al Sadr city on 16 June, 2004.
Daram, who led forces allied with Shiite cleric Mogtada al Sadr in the Baghdad suburb of

Al Sadr city, was killed on Saturday night during battles with the US AriinyerneT

surveys in Africa

‘Unitep NaTIONS, 17 June
— The UN Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) launched on
Tuesday a child-to-child
survey of the 121 million
children in Africa who are not
attending school.

In the survey, teams of
schoolchildren would inter-
view out-of-school children to
find out why they were not
enrolled. Reporting their
results, they would call on
communities and governments
to place education for all at the
top of their list of priorities,
according to a Press release
issued on the eve of the Day
of the African Child.

“We want this project to

New Zealand pledges to work for
security in APR

WELLINGTON , 17 June — New Zealand has pledged to work closely with other
nations to ensure security in the Asia-Pacific Region.

Speaking to the
Returned Services Asso-
ciation National Council
meeting Wednesday, De-
fence Minister Mark Burton
outlined his meetings last
week in Singapore with
Ministers of the Five Powers
Defence Arrangement.

He also attended the
International Institute of
Strategic Studies Asia
Security Conference, along-
side which he held bilateral
meetings with his counter-

parts from the United States,
Australia, Britain, Malaysia,
Thailand, and Timor Leste.
“Our discussions re-
inforced the increasing need
for defence and security
agencies around the
world to focus on non-
conventional threats such as
terrorism, maritime and
border security, people and
drug smuggling, and money
laundering,” Burton said.
But it is clear that the
security of both New

Zealand and our region
actively involves many
other organizations,
particularly in today’s
rapidly changing global
environment, he said.

“It is crucial that
we gather and share
intelligence efficiently with
our defence partners, as well
as maintain clear com-
munication and cooperation
across a wide range of
non-military agencies.”

MNA/Xinhua

start a chain reaction, whereby
the children and their teachers
will not only identify those out
of school, but will also commit
to getting them enrolled and
helping them succeed,”
UNICEF Executive Director
Carol Bellamy said in the Press
release.

The chain reaction would
later draw in parents,
communities, government
ministries and external partners

30r all, she said.

An Iraqi police officer passes a destroyed police vehicle %ﬁm drives to achieve education

Pak, south east of Baghdamh 16 June, 2004 INTERNET

MNA/Xinhua

Singapore to shorten full-time national service

to two years

SINGAPORE , 16 June— Singapore will cut its full-time national service from the
current two-and-half years to two years, becoming effective in December this year.

Announcing this in a
statement to the Parliament
on Tuesday, Singapore’s
Defence Minister Teo Chee
Hean attributed this change
to the transformation of the
Singapore Armed Forces
(SAF) into a third genera-
tion fighting force and a pro-
jected surge in the national

service intake over the next
10 years.

As of 2006, the next 10
years will witness an in-
crease of 15 per cent to 20
per cent in the annual intake
of full-time national service
men.

From December this
year, the national service-

men, aged 18 and promoted
to the rank of corporals or
higher, will only serve two
years.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs will also make similar
cuts for those serving national
service in the island state’s
police force and the civil de-
fence force. — MNA/Xinhua



US general was told to treat Iraq
prisoners “like dogs”

Lonpbon, 16 June — A US general once in charge of the Abu Ghraib Prison in Iray

has told the BBC that a US military intelligence official told her last autumn that Iraqi
prisoners should be treated “like dogs”.

US Major-General Geoffrey Miller, the
current head of the US prisons in Iraq, said
Iraqi prisoners “are like dogs, and if you
allow them to believe at any point that they
are more than a dog then you’ve lost control
of them,” US one-star general Janis
Karpinski told the BBC in an interview

broadcast on Tuesday.

Karpinski was in charge of the military
police unit that ran US prisons in Iraq when
Iraqi prisoners were abused by US troops in
the Abu Ghraib Prison, also told the BBC
that she had been made scapegoat for the
abuse which was ordered by others.

The US Army investigators ruled that
Karpinski paid too little attention to the
prison’s operations and did not act strongly
enough to discipline her soldiers. However,
she was only suspended but not charged

with any crime.

“T was absolutely sickened by those

images. And I could not even fathom a guess
as to what happened to these people to make
them go so far away from what they have
been trained to do so,” Karpinski said.

“But I will say I know my military police
personnel... well enough to know they be-
lieved they were following instructions from
a person authorized to give them instruc-
tions,” Karpinski added, stressing that inter-
rogations at the Abu Ghraib were not under
her command but were run by a military
intelligence unit.

Karpinski also blamed the abuse of Iraqi
prisoners on the introduction of Guantanamo-
style interrogation methods.

Miller, who was in charge at the
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, told her during a
visit to Baghdad that “at Guantanamo
Bay, we learned that the prisoners have to
earn every single thing that they have,”
Karpinski said. — MNA/Xinhua
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Children in the Sadr City district of Baghdad, Iraq, march holding a portrait of SHjifé¢ar Whenthey will restart,”
cleric Mugtada al-Sadr during a demonstration in support of al-Sadr and against

US military in Irag on 16 June, 2004~ INTERNET

Australian military knew
of Iraqgi abuse in 2003

CANBERRA, 17 June— An Australian military of-
ficer in Baghdad knew last November about reports of
Iraqi prisoner abuse, but documents on the mistreat-
ment by US military police took six months to reach the

Australian Government.

The government has
come under fire for its han-
dling of prisoner abuse re-
ports after Prime Minister
John Howard misled Parlia-
mentin May when he said no
Australian knew of the re-
ports before graphic photo-
graphs were published.

Australia is a staunch
ally of the United States and
sent troops to Iraq as part of
the US-led invasion.

Defence Minister
Robert Hill told Parliament
on Wednesday that Major
George O’Kane had access
in November to working pa-
pers by the Red Cross afterits
October 2003 inspection of
Abu Ghraib Prison where US
military police abused pris-
oners.

But the documents were
not examined closely by de-
fence officials until after the

abuse scandal became public
in April.

O’Kane, a lawyer who
assisted prison boss US Briga-
dier-General Janis Karpinski
inBaghdad, made several vis-
its to Abu Ghraib and returned
to Australia in February with
the Red Cross papers. He sub-
mitted the documents on his
return. “When the documents
were discovered and exam-
ined, it was clear that they
included allegations we
would characterize more se-
riously in that they referred to
allegations of mistreatment,”
Hilltold Parliamentin tabling
the results of adefence inves-
tigation into when Australia
knew of Iraqi prisoner abuse.

“I regret that incorrect
information was provided to
me and through me to the
Prime Minister,” said Hill.

MNA/Reuters

Russia signs
agreements on
visa regimes with
France, Italy

Moscow, 16 June —
Russia signed agreements
with France, Italy on easing
visa regime for certain
groups of their citizens on
Tuesday, Russian news
agencies reported.

Under the agreements,
visaregulations will be eased
for students, individuals tak-
ing part in cultural and edu-
cationexchanges, parliamen-
tarians and other types of
officials.

The agreements foresee
an increased issue of long-
term, multi-entry visas for
the groups and shorter
processing times. Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov, who signed the
agreements with French and
Italian ambassadors to Rus-
sia, expressed the hope that
the signing of the documents
would promote negotiations
on visa issues with all EU
countries. — MNA/Xinhua

Thai troops to
start leaving
Iraq from July

BANGKOK, 16 June
Thailand will start moving its
military equipment out of Iraq
from July and expects all 451
of its medical and engineering
personnel to be back home by
September 20, the military said
on Tuesday.

But the Armed Forces Su-
preme Command said in a
statement an emergency plan
was in place to evacuate the
troops, stationed at a base in
the city of Kerbala, 60 miles
south of Baghdad, if their se-
curity was threatened. “The
supreme commander has ap-
proved Special Task Force 976
to return home after finishing
their one-year term. It is a re-
location under the normal si-
tuation,” the statement said.

The costs of relocating
equipment and Thai troops,
whose one-year missionis due
toendon September20, would
be borne by the United States,
it said — MNA/Reuters

Iraq will remain dangerous
for US troops

WasHINGTON, 16 June—The global war on terrorism
is like fighting cancer, the US Army'’s top general said
on Tuesday, and he saw no reduction in danger for US
troops in Iraq after a 30 June shiftin power to the Iraqi

Government.

“Idon’tthink soldiers will
be any safer. ... In fact, I
think it’s a very, very dan-
gerous notion to think that
when 30 June comes along
thatyoucanactlikeit,” Army
Chief of Staff General Peter
Schoomaker said at a break-
fast meeting with reporters.

The Bush Administration
has called the war in Iraq,
where more than 800 US
troops have beendied in oust-
ing Saddam Hussein and
fighting guerillas, the cen-
tral front in the war on terror-
ism declared after the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks on
America.

“I just don’t see us going
to flower-filled meadows any
time soon,” Schoomaker
said, noting that extremist

Islamic guerillas aligned
against the West could gain
access to weapons of mass
destruction capable of kill-
ing thousands.

“I can’t remember a time
that, honestly, is more dan-
gerous than what we’re in
because of the nature of this
threat. You know, past wars
have been like having pneu-
monia - it may leave a bunch
of scars on your lungs, but
you get cured of it,” he told
reporters.

“This is a little bit like
having cancer. You may get
it in remission, but it’s never
going to go away in our life-
time” the general added, rap-
ping on the breakfast table
with a knife for emphasis.

MNA/Reuters

Sabotage halts Iraqi oil exports

DusatL, 17 June — Iragi oil exports have ground to a halt after twin sabotage attacks
this week on two key pipelines feeding vital crude terminals in the south.

An Iraqi oil official told
Reuterson Wednesday it
was unclear when exports,
which were running at more
than 1.6 million barrels per
day (BPD), would resume.

“There are no exports
from Basra oil terminal or
Khor al-Amaya and it is un-

the said by telephone from
Baghdad.

“Both pipelines feeding
the terminals have been
destroyed.”

The attack was the sec-
ond incident since 8 May,
when saboteurs blew up
Iraq’s southern export net-
work, cutting Basra Light
exports to one million BPD

for nearly two weeks before
repairs were completed.

This time round, the dam-
ageappears tobe more serious.

Iraq was exporting virtu-
allyall of its 1.6 million BPD
of Basra Light from the key
Basra Oil Terminal, while a
few tankers were loading at
the nearby Khor al-Amaya
Port. The official said the
two sabotaged pipelines, one
42-inch and the other 48-
inch, fed crude from storage
tanks to terminals at Basra
and Khor al-Amaya.

The official said one line
was blown up late on Mon-
day and the other was at-
tacked at around noon on
Tuesday.

Benchmark US crude
prices for July delivery rose
21 cents to 37.40 US dollars
a barrel on Wednesday, re-
bounding from asession low
of 37.11 US dollars, on news
the attacks had halted ex-
ports from the major pipe-
lines.

Iraq’s crude flows from
its northern Kirkuk oilfields
were also stopped on Tues-
day due to sabotage on a
pipeline.

Iraqi police said on
Wednesday that gunmen
killed Ghazi Talabani, a sen-
ior official in Iraq’s North
Oil Company, dealing an-
other blow to the industry.

MNA/Reuters

- E
Three tiger cubs are displayed by zookeepers after their birth at the zoo of Pessac,
south-eastern France— INTERNET
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An Iragi man walks through a police station that was destroyed in an explosion in Onlookers gather at the scene of a car bomb in a main shopping area of Baghdad on
Yusufiyah, Iraq, on 11 June, 2004. 14 June, 2004.

Images of Iraqg

A crowd of Iraqis carry an injured man from a damaged building after a car bom
exploded in central Baghdad, Irag, on 14 June, 2004.

1 o F_.
Iragis rush to the scene of a car bomb attack in the centre of the Iraqi capital of]
Baghdad on 14 June, 2004.

Iragi rescuers climb on the destruction caused by a car bomb in central Baghdad on
14 June, 2004.

Rescuers carry a wounded man from the rubble of a building demolished by a boAlone Iraqi throws a stone at a burning vehicle as others search the debris of a building
in the centre of the Iraqi capital of Baghdad on 14 June, 2004. at the scene of a car bomb in a main shopping area of Baghdad on 14 June, 2004.
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New and fast developments throughout Myanmar

Monywa-Kalewa Road, reflects the goodwill of the Tatmadaw Government.
MyanmA ALIN

Border and rural area
developments

Kachin State Development Afralrs Commlttee built 5,100 feet long Mongna rural road
in Waingmaw Township. PsaNrpA

8

Nantmaung Creek Bridge in Mome8han State (North)- Mna
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Winners in
competitions

to mark ...
(from page 1)
second and Daw Thet Thet
Thin the third and five
persons won the consolation

prizes.
In the poem contest, the
first prize went to

U Thaung Win (Maung Ni
Hmaing-Kyauktan), the
second to U Khin Maung
Tun (Min Thway Nwe-
Zigon) and the third to Saw
Einda Thet Maung and
consolation prizes went to
five winners. Tin Maung
Hlaing stood first in the
song contest, Aung Thit
Min second and Chit Wai
Wai Kyaw third and five
consolation prize winners.

Ma Nilar Shoon Lett of
Dagon BEHS No 1 won the
first prize in the under-10
painting contest, Maung
Kaung Htet Kyaw of
Tamway BEHS No 18 the
second and Ma Nway
Yadana Tun of Institute of
Education Practising School
the third together with five
consolation prize winners.

In the 10-15 painting
contest, Ma Khin Chan
Myay Thu of Institute of
Education Practising School
secured the first prize,
Maung Zin Ko Ko of Ahlon
BEHS No 4 the second and
Ma Khaing Myat Myo Tun
Lin of Institute of Education
Practising School the third
and five students were
consolation prize winners.

In the 15-20 painting
contest, the first prize went
to Ma Aye Ei Soe San of
East University of Yangon,
the second prize to Maung
Naing Htoo Kyaw of
Myanmar Maritime Univer-
sity and the third prize to
third year student (Eco)
Maung Sithu Aung. Five
contestants won consolation
prizes.

In the 20 and above
painting contest, U Aung
Moe (Shanlay Art) stood
first, Pagyi Kyaw Myint
Naing second and Ma Thet
Phyu Win third.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung

(News reported) —MNA

Than inspects Londawpauk Bridge Project site in An Tow

fficient use of electricit

* Use daylight as the main source of light

* Use the least possible amount of eleg
tricity only if there is not enough
natural light

* Use the least possible amount of eleg
tricity required in production and
service enterprises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 households
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a
four-foot fluorescentlamp everyday by each
[¥busehold amounts to saving power that i

n

Consolation prizes went to
five winners. Ma Htoo Htet
Htet Lin of Myoma BEMS
(Kyauktan) won the first
prize in the under-10
cartoon, Ma Thoon Shwe Yi
Win Hsu of Pathein BEPS
No 24 the second and Ma
Nila Shoon Let of Dagon
BEHS No 1 third together
with five consolation prize
winners.

In the 10-15 cartoon
contest, Maung Ye Zarni
Aung of Institute of
Education Practising School
secured the first prize,
Maung Kyaw Htin of BEHS
(Kawa) the second and
Maung Akar Myo the third.
Five contestants won
consolation prizes.

In the 15-20 cartoon
contest, Ma Wint Phyu
Htwe of Yankin BEHS No
2 bagged the first prize,
Maung Aung Moe Si of
Hlinethaya BEHS No 2 the
second and Maung Ye Htut
Aung of Dagon BEHS No
1 the third. Five students
won consolation prizes.

In the 20 and above
cartoon contest, the first
prize went to Ma Nilar
Myint of YCDC, the second
to Maung Ye Htut Aung
(Kyauktan) and the third to
Ma Pyi Pyi Thant of
Institute of Economics. Five
persons won consolation
prizes. Maung Htoo Thet
Kyaw of Myoma BEMS
(Kyauktan) bagged the first
prize in the under-10 poster
contest, Ma Phyo Ei Zin of

Tamway BEPS No 9 the
second and Ma Hnin Nwe
Nwe Aung of BEPS
(Shwegon-Kyauktan) the
third together with five
students consolation prizes
respectively.

Maung Akar Win Tun of
Sangyoung BEHS No 3
secured the first prize in the
10-15 poster contest, Ma
Poe Ei Thaw of Hline BEPS
No 23 (Post-Primary) the
second and Ma Khin Chan
Myay Thu of Institute of
Ecucation Practising School
the third. Five students won
consolation prizes.

In the 15-20 poster
contest, Maung Kha Nan
Win of Sangyoung BEHS
No 3 won the first prize,
Maung Wai Yan Kyaw
Hein of Pyay BEHS No 5
the second and Maung Ye
Ko Ko Aung of Tamway
BEHS No 1 the third
together with five
consolation prize winners.

In the 20 and above
poster contest, U Zaw Win
(Zaw Win-Hngetpyawthee)
bagged the first, U Zawni
Tun of Dagon Myothit
(East) the second and
Maung Ye Htut Aung
(Kyauktan) the third with
five consolation prize
winners.

In the computer painting
contest at middle school
level, the first prize went to
Maung Zaw Ti Ka Maung
Maung Myint of Bago
BEHS No 3, the second to
Ma Thet Pon Chit of

Pathein BEMS No 1 and the
third to Maung Nyan Naing
Tun of Mandalay BEMS No
7. Consolation prizes went
to five students.

In the computer painting
contest at high school level,
Ma Shwe Yi Win of
Mawlamyine BEHS No 8
stood first, Ma Tharaphu
Aung of Lanmadaw BEHS
No 1 second and Maung Ye
Ko Ko Aung of Tamway
BEHS No 1 third. Five
students were consolation
prize winners.

In the computer digital
poster (open) contest, third
year student (Eco) Maung
Sithu Aung secured the first
prize, Ma Po Po Kyi (UFL)
the second and third year
student (Maths) Maung Win
Htut the third. Five persons
won consolation prizes.

In the photo (open)
contest, Aung Kyaw Tun
(Patheingyi) won the first
prize, Aung Tun Win
(Lanmadaw) the second and
Hsan Oo (Teinhlar) the
third. Three persons won
consolation prizes.

First, second and third
prizes will be presented to
the winners at Drug
Elimination Museum, here,
and consolation prizes will
be presented by State/
Division Drug Abuse
Control Committees. The
first, second and third prize
winners are to report to
CCDAC (Head Office) on
24 June.

MNA

equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe!
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car pe
month will save the nation one US dolla

* Thus, atotal of 455,822 cars in Myanma
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build
a major bridge across Ayeyawady Rivef|

All this needs to be known

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated
* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appease
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Minister Maj-Gen Sein

il =
Htwa inspects the bowsers to be sent to Kyauktaw, Myebon, Kyaikto and Tamasnye.

SWRR Minister inspects bowsers

YANGON, 17 June —
Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement
Maj-Gen Sein Htwa this
morning inspected five
bowsers at the head office
of Fire Services Department
here.

The bowsers are to be sent
one bowsers each to
Kyauktaw Township and
Myebon Township
Auxiliary Fire Brigades, one
to Kyaikto Township Fire
Brigade, one to Tamoenye
Region Auxiliary Fire

Brigade of Shan State
(North) and one to be kept
at the head office of FSD.
Together with Deputy
Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement
Brig-Gen Kyaw Myint,
Officer on Special Duty

Brig-Gen Thura Sein
Thaung, Deputy Director-
General U Aung Soe and
officials, the minister
inspected the bowsers and
instructed officials to
sending of them as soon as
possible. — MNA
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Victorious Myanmar equestrian team honoured

YANGON, 17 June—
A ceremony to honour

victorious Myanmar
equestrian  team  in
Malaysian National

Equestrian Competition held
in Penang, Malaysia, from 3
to 6 June, was held at Panda
Hotel on Wardan Street in
Lanmadaw Township
yesterday evening, attended
by Chairman of Myanmar
Olympic Committee
Minister for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint. Also
present on the occasion were
Vice-Chairman of MOC
Deputy Minister for

Information Brig-Gen Aung
Thein and members,
officials of the Ministry of
Sports, members of the
Leading Patrons  of
Myanmar Women’s Sports
Federation, executives of
Myanmar Equestrian
Federation, the manager, the
coach and athletes.

The minister spoke
on the occasion. Next,
Manager U Nyein Kyaw
recounted experience.
Afterwards, the minister
presented K 320,000 to Ma
Ei Thet Mon who bagged
two gold, one silver and one

bronze, K 100,000 to Ma
Aye Thet Tar who won one
gold, K 70,000 to Maung
Aung Thura Tun who
secured one silver and K
50,000 to Ma Su Su Pale
who won one bronze. On
behalf of the winners, Ma
Ei Thet Mon expressed
gratitude. Later, a dinner
was held in their honour.

Over 100 athletes
participated  in  the
competition. Of them, one
boy and six girls of
Myanmar team bagged
three gold, two silver and
two bronze.— MNA

OPEC to ask other producers to raise oil outpu

JAKARTA, 17 June — OPEC will seek help from producers outside the cartel to raise
global oil supplies and cool high prices, which have held stubbornly above 35 US
dollars a barrel, president Purnomo Yugiantoro said on Wednesday.

Purnomo said he would send letters to Russia, Angola, Mexico and Oman to request
they pump more crude oil. “They have spare capacity to increase production,” Purnomo,
who is also Indonesian Oil Minister, told reporters. He did not give any details or
timeframe. Oil prices were briefly spooked higher again on Tuesday after saboteurs
attacked two oil pipelines in Iraq, bringing the country’s crude exports to a virtual halt.

US crude touched 38.40 US dollars a barrel after news of the Iraqi blasts. The
country, a member of OPEC, had been exporting an average 1.6 million to 1.7 million
barrels a day (BPD) from the southern oil terminal Basra and about 200,000 bpd from
the northern Kirkuk oilfields. Fears that militants would strike at oil facilities in the
Middle East have helped stoke prices higher this year. Robust economic growth and
strong oil demand, especially in the United States and China, have left little room in the
supply chain for any disruption in a major producer.

The Organization of the Petroleum-Exporting Countries agreed earlier this month to
increase formal supply limits by two million BPD from July 1 and by another 500,000
from August 1 to stop a run-up in oil prices to the highest levels in 21 years above 42
US dollars a barrel. Tanker tracking consultancy Petrologistics reckons OPEC’s 10 core
members will lift supplies by 800,000 bpd in June, before the increase of formal limits
next month. Iraq was excluded from OPEC’s quota system following its invasion of

Kuwait in 1990 and subsequent UN trade sanctions. — N

VINA/Reuters

Pakistan, India agree on steps to curb narcotics

IsLamaBAD, 17 June —
India and Pakistan agreed
on Wednesday on ways to
work together to stop cross-
border drug smuggling,
notching another small step
forward in confidence
building between the South
Asian rivals.

India’s top anti-narcot-
ics enforcer hailed the talks
in Pakistan’s capital, the
first after seven-year hiatus,
as a success.

“The agenda was mainly
trafficking of illicit narcot-
ics drugs across the border
from both sides and we had
a very good meeting,” M K
Singh, Director- General,
Narcotics Control Board
of India told reporters at
the end of the two days of
talks.

“We identified the
problems and also reached
to certain conclusions, how

to go about it, how to han-
dle our future operations. It
was a successful meeting.”

It remains to be seen
whether the two govern-
ments can strike a similar
upbeat note when their for-
eign secretaries meet in
New Delhi at the end of this
month.

It will be the first high-
level talks between the two
nuclear rivals since the
Congress Party formed a
government in New Delhi,
following a shock election
win over former prime min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
Hindu nationalists.

Vajpayee had revived
the peace process a year
after the two countries tee-
tered on the brink of their
fourth war in 2002. But
Pakistan’s leaders now have
to get to know India’s new
faces.

Making the right noises
in the fight against drugs,
notably heroin and mor-
phine, is easier.

Especially, as the value
and volume of the trade
between the two countries,
according to officials, is not
very high.

But it still depends on
stronger political ties.

Khalid Latif, top official
at the Ministry of Narcotics
Control in Pakistan, said
agencies from both sides
had agreed to meet regularly
and exchange and share in-
formation.

“Relations between Pa-
kistan and India are improv-
ing and similarly relations
between the organizations
are improving,” Latif said.
“This will strengthen our
network to break the net-
work of smugglers.”

MNA/Reuters

S Korea to hold rice talks with several countries

Seour, 17 June—
South Korea will hold a
series of talks with several
countries on rice in June or
July, the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Forestry said
Wednesday.

It will hold the second
round of talks on rice mar-
ket openings with China in
Beijing on Friday and with
the United States in Geneva
next Tuesday, the Agricul-
ture Ministry said.

Motorola, Samsung, LG emerge as

producers of China’s new handsets

BeuING, 17 June — China United Telecom (China

Unicom), the world’s third biggest mobile telecommuni-
cations carrier, said Wednesday three mobile phone hand-

sets produced by Motorola, Samsung and LG have been

selected as China’s first dual SIM card mobile phones.

These models are Moto A860, Samsung SCHW109
and LGW800, all boasting of cutting-edge manufacturing
technology and designed for high-end users who often go
abroad for business. Citing as an example, the manager
said Moto A860 is fitted with a 1.2 million pixel micro-
camera, and its data can be transferred to a computer or
vice versa. Users of the new handsets carrying both GSM
and CDMA SIM cards will be able to switch between
GSM and CDMA networks, and enjoy roaming service in
countries where only one of the networks is available. As
for prices, the manager said they are more competitive
than the high-end mobile phones with a single SIM card
on the market, and China Unicom will release low-end
dual SIM card phones in the future. But he declined to
give more information. China Unicom said last month it
planned to release in mid-July mobile phone handsets with
dual-band technology that shares data and voice service

between GSM and CDMA users. — MNA/Xinhua

SeouL, 17 June — A
delegation of Libyan busi-
ness and government offi-
cials arrived in South Korea
on Wednesday to seek in-
vestors for a number of pet-
rochemical and telecommu-
nications projects, the South
Korean news agency
Yonhapreported.

Nuri Rameadan Al Jerd,
head of Libya’s state-owned
General Company for
Chemical Industry, said.
“We hope many South Ko-
rean firms can take part in a
three-billion-US-dollar pet-
rochemical plant develop-
ment project being pursued
by the Libyan Government.”

The plant is just one of
the estimated 45 billion dol-
lars” worth of energy devel-

Libyan delegation seeks investors
in S Korea

opment and telecommunica-
tions projects that Libya is
pushing for, reported
Yonhap.

Many South Korean
companies, including state-
run Korea Electric Power
Corp and Samsung Corp,
have showed a high level

The ministry also said
South Korea will hold
separate rounds of similar
talks with seven other
countries, including Thai-
land, Australia, India and
Pakistan, later this month
or next month.

At stake is the exten-
sion of South Korea’s right
to bar most imports of rice,
an increase in the import
quota or a shift to a tariff
system, according to the
ministry.

Lee Jae-gil, Seoul’s top
diplomat for Doha Deve-
lopment Agenda ( DDA)
negotiations, is the head of
the delegation to the rice
market talks.

The delegation is com-
posed of officials from the
Agriculture, Finance and
Foreign ministries, as well
as private experts. Minis-
try official said Seoul is

giving top priority to push-
ing for an extension of its
right to bar most imports
of rice to provide contin-
ued protection to local
farmers, reported the South
Korean news agency
Yonhap.

South Korean negotia-
tors are to basically focus
on a continuation of the
special treatment of rice as
stipulated in a 1994 multi-
lateral agreement on agri-
culture, they said.

Under the WTO’s 1994
Uruguay Round agreement,
South Korea was given a
grace period of 10 years to
enjoy special treatment re-
garding rice imports. Thus,
the government is to com-
plete negotiations on the
nation’s rice market with
WTO member states by the
end of this year.

MNA/Xinhua

of interest in the projects.

The US-imposed sanc-
tions on Libyan in 1986
left much of Libya’s
energy industry underdevel-
oped.

Since the United States
eased economic sanctions
against the African country
in April, the Libyan Gov-
ernment has been appealing
for foreign investment in
order to revive its economy.

MNA/Xinhua

S Korean financial groups urged to
join forces to avoid crisis

SeouL, 17 June — South
Korean President Roh Moo-
hyun on Wednesday urged
the nation’s financial insti-
tutions to join forces to
avoid another financial cri-
sis, the nation’s news
agency Yonhapsaid.

“No financial institu-
tions gained as they pur-
sued solutions to problems

on an individual basis
rather than approaching
things with a sense of na-
tional crisis when the
(1997) financial crisis
erupted,” Roh said during
a meeting with a group of
chief executive officers of
private and state-run finan-
cial institutions.
MNA/Xinhua
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Khatami blasts draft IAEA nuke resolution

TEHERAN,17 June— Iran may resume uranium enrichment if a draft resolution
rebuking it for inadequate cooperation with UN inspectors is approved, Presiden
Mohammad Khatami said on Wednesday in his toughest warning so far to th

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).

"If this resolution
passes, Iran will have no
moral commitment to
suspend uranium enrich-
ment," Khatami told repor-
ters after a Cabinet meeting.

Iran says it wants to
enrich uranium to provide
fuel for future nuclear power

reactors. But Washington
and many European states
fear Iran could use enrich-
ment technology to produce
bomb-grade material.
Under intense
international pressure to
come clean about its nuclear
activities, Iran agreed last

20th Meeting of ASEAN National
Tourism Organizations
5th Meeting of ASEAN, China,

Japan and Korea National Tourism

Organizations
3rd ASEAN-India Tourism

Consultations

fﬁ.‘? o

Taunggyi, Union of Myanmar
30 June — 1 July, 2004

year voluntarily to suspend
uranium enrichment. But it
has always said it could
resume enrichment when-
ever it saw fit.

Khatami described the
draft resolution prepared by
Britain, Germany and France
as "very bad" but said
Teheran had no intention of
following North Korea's
example and withdrawing
from the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Angered by the tough
language in the draft IAEA
resolution being studied by
IAEA board members in
Vienna this week, Iranian
officials have issued a
number of warnings that
Teheran may scale back
cooperation with UN in-
spectors in retaliation.

Iran, which says its
nuclear aims are entirely
peaceful, insists it has
cooperated fully with IAEA
inspectors and has called for
its nuclear case to be closed.

MNA/Reuters|
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ASEAN Tourism Marketing
11th Meeting of the Task Force on
Tourism Investment
11th Meeting of the Task Force on
Tourism Manpower Development
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Taunggyi, Union of Myanmar
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Aussie scientists devise new
system to diagnose bone infectio

CANBERRA,17 June—
Australian scientists have
devised a new system which
needs only 10 minutes
instead of a day currently to
identify bone infection,
known as osteomyelitis.

Under the current
method, which needs a
day, blood is taken from
the patient and mixed with
a radioactive tracer out-
side the body and then
re-injected into the pa-
tient's body. An X-ray
examination will be
followed finally.

The new system, called
Leukoscan, was devised by
the Australian Nuclear
Science and Technology
Organization (ANSTO).

Leukoscan only needs
five steps to diagnose
osteomyelitis, which can

cause the joints to stiffen or
destroy the bone if left
untreated,  Australian
Associated Pres§uesday
quoted ANSTO as saying.
The risks of cross-
contamination are signi-
ficantly reduced by injecting
the agent directly into
the patient's blood instead
of mixingitoutside the body,
and patients also need
not endure the needle twice,
Albury (a southeastern
city)-based nuclear me-
dicine expert Mack Jost said.
"It takes about 10
minutes to administer,
followed by a two-hour
wait for Leukoscan to get
around the body before
taking the scan and finally
about 30 minutes to an hour
for diagnosis," he said.
MNA/Xinhua

Kuwaiti Interior
smoking in a

Kuwarr City,17 June—
Kuwaiti First Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah issued an order
Tuesday, banning smoking

n

in all buildings and
administrative offices of the
ministry.

A Press release was
quoted by Kuwait News
Agencyas saying that the
ministerial order came in
accordance with the

Ministry bans
II'its buildings

Cabinet's decree and Law No
15 for 1995 on com-bating
smoking.

The order stipulates that
smoking is banned in all
buildings, authorities,
administrative offices,
vehicles, ships and vessels
of the ministry, as well as all
other security sites for all
employees.

Secluded areas in the
buildings will be designated
for smoking, it added.

MNA/Xinhua

models

AU DHaBI,17 June—
Japanese carmaker Nissan
expects to achieve its sales
target of 100,000 vehicles
per yearin the Gulf countries
by September 2005 by

offroncqpoiFigoe

Domestic violence inflicts most
serious harm toAussie women

CANBERRA,17 June—
Domestic violence inflicts
the most serious damage to
health of Australian young
and middle-aged women, a
new research shows.

Physical and sexual
abuse leads to more illness
and kills more women aged
under 45 than any other
recognized health problems,
according to the research
published on Wednesday's
The Australian one of
Australia's leading news-
papers. More than one
million Australian women
have experienced domestic
violence, said the research,
conducted by Vichealth, a
government-funded and
privately run foundation.

The release of the study

came just weeks after the
federal government launched
a 14-million-US-dollar
campaign against domestic
violence.

The study shows that
mental illness is the greatest
health problem faced by
abused women, accounting
for 60 per cent of the burden
of disease caused by
domestic violence, followed
by suicide and illnesses
associated with smoking.

Depression, anxiety,
and chronic pain are also
among the many health
problems faced by women
exposed to violence,
according to the study, which
the paper said is the first of
its kind in the world.

MNA/Xinhua

launching a string of new
models and increasing
investment, a local web site
reported Tuesday.

Eight new models are
lined up for launch this year,
excluding the two already
launched.

The turnouts of the 10
new models willincrease and
the company is also
promoting aggressively the
brand in the Gulf region.

Nissan also increased
investment in  staff,
showrooms and other retail

Nissan lines up eight new

for GCC

outlets, according to Shigeru
Tsubaki, managing director
of thecompany's Middle East
unit.

Speaking after the
launch of the new Nissan
Altima on Monday, Tsubaki
was upbeat about prospects
for the new car in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) and
across the region.

UAE is one of the
largest vehicle importers in
the Middle East,and 118,212
vehicles were imported in
2003. These included 62,770
passenger cars, 31,596 four-
wheel drives, 16,485 light
commercial vehicles, 5,364
heavy commercial vehicles,
and 1,997 MPVs.

MNA/Xinhua
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Malaysians to play more

effective role

KuaLa Lumpur,17
June— The Malaysian gov-
ernment would introduce a
law to allow the citizens to
play a more effective role
in efforts to curb crimes in-
cluding snatch thefts, Prime
Minister Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said Wednesday.

"I'm looking into how
to beef up the legal provi-
sions to authorize the citi-
zens to a certain degree to
encourage them to extend
their assistance to the po-
lice to curb crimes," the
Prime Minister said in his
comments on the reported
cases of snatch thefts which
are becoming rampant.

Recently several
women died after they were
attacked by snatch thefts in
some parts of the country.
The incidents have triggered
off an uproar in the coun-
try.

The Prime Minister
told Bernama local news
agency, that he would dis-
cuss the matter more spe-
cifically with the Cabinet
and would ask the Attorney-
General's Chambers to draft
the proposed law to be ta-
bled in Parliament as soon
as possible.

Abdullah said that the
incident where a snatch

to curb crimes

theft suspect was assaulted
by several people in Klang
last Saturday after the al-
leged offense showed that
public anger was at its
height.

He said that it reflected
the awareness of the respon-
sibility of the public in help-
ing to reduce the incidence
of crime.

However, the public,
in tackling crimes like
snatch thefts, should not
take the law into their own
hands, he said when com-
menting on the assault of the
snatch theft suspect who
died in hospital Tuesday
after falling in a coma fol-
lowing the incident.

"It reflected the reac-
tion and anger of the peo-
ple against the offense of
snatch theft but they should
not resort to actions that will
eventually cause other prob-
lems and be the ones to face
the consequences," he said.

"Public awareness in
curbing crime is a positive
development but it must be
pursued within the scope of
the law. They can hand over
the snatch theft suspects to
the police in accordance
with the process of the law
in the country,” he said.

MNA/Xinhua
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Nissan satisfied with cooperation
with Chinese partner

SAaN Francisco,17
June— Nissan, one of the
world's major automakers,
expressed satisfaction on
Tuesday over its coopera-
tion with China's third larg-
estautomaker, the Dongfeng
Motor Co Ltd.

"We have a strong co-
operation (with our Chinese
partner). The joint venture is
very successful," Toshiyuki
Shiga, senior vice-president
of Nissan, told reporters
ahead of the joint venture's
first anniversary.

Despite holding a 50-
per-cent stake, Shiga noted,
Nissan has sent only 100
Japanese to take part in the
daily management of the
joint venture in China. He
believed that such a moder-
ate presence of Japanese per-
sonnel in the joint venture is
asign of strong cooperation.

Shiga, who is here to
attend a Nissan-sponsored
media programme, also
voiced support for some ad-
justments recently made by
the Chinese Government in
economy. He said some
macro-control measures, es-
pecially those designed to
prevent the economy from
overheating, could help
make China's economic
growth sustainable and en-
sure amore favourable envi-
ronment for foreign invest-
ment.

Nissan, striving to seek
a foothold in the fast-grow-
ing Chinese auto market,
entered a 50-50 joint ven-
ture with Dongfeng in July
2003. The move has created
the largest international au-
tomotive partnership in
China with a total joint in-
vestmentof 16.7 billion Chi-

nese yuan (about two billion
US dollars).

As aresult, Nissan sold
about 300,000 cars in China
in 2003, including commer-
cial vehicles produced by
Dongfeng. The number rep-
resented a 35-per-cent in-
crease over the previous year,
statistics showed.

Under an ambitious
mid-term business plan,
Nissan plans to double the
joint venture's sales of pas-
senger and commercial ve-
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hicles to 620,000 units by
2007. The company also
plans to double its revenue
and achieve a double-digit
operating profit by 2007.

Seeking a greater share
of the highly competitive
auto marketin China, Nissan
has also planned to intro-
duce six new models to the
Chinese market in the next
few years, including the
Nissan Sunny which has al-
ready been launched.

During the ongoing
Beijing Motor Show, Nissan
unveiled its latest luxury se-
dan for the Chinese market,
the 3.5-litre V6 Teana, or
Tian Lai in Chinese, which
means "the beautiful sound
of nature".

The new sedan, with its
elegant styling, luxurious
interior and refined driving
performance, is designed for
successful and sophisticated
customers and could be a
strong competitor to its peers
such as the popular Audi V6.

The Teana will be built
by Dongfeng at its Xiangfan
plant in Hubei Province and
go on sale across China in
fall through Dongfeng's pas-
senger vehicle dealer net-
work. — MNA/Xinhua

Lula calls for establishment of
global anti-hunger fund

Sao Pauro (Brazil), 17
June — Brazilian President
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva
said here on Tuesday that a
global fund should be estab-
lished as soon as possible to
counter prevailing hunger in
developing nations, particu-
larly in the least developed
countries (LDCs).

Lula said he made the
proposal on Monday during
a meeting with UN Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan,
who was here to attend the
11th ministerial session of
the United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD).

Although anti-hunger
efforts were engraved in the
Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) at the Mil-
lennium Summit, develop-
ing nations have not seen
concrete measures in the fol-
low-up actions, Lula told a
Press conference.

The advanced industri-
alized countries only paid lip
services to MDGs and about
800 million worldwide are
still suffering starvation, he
said. The combat against
hunger has become a central

issue to mankind today and
the international community
mustbuild aharmonized and
effective approach to tackle
the problem, the President
noted. He added that the glo-
bal anti-hunger fund should
be used to provide not only
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food aid, but also agricul-
tural technologies to poor
countries. Talking about the
stalled Doha Round of the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) negotiations, Lula
said the current international
trading system is largely in
favour of rich nations and
new WTO rules must take
into account poor countries'
wishes.

In face of developed
nations' reluctance to make
concessions in WTO talks,
developing countries in
South America have forged
closer trade links with their
Asian and African counter-
parts, he said, adding that
only when trade among de-
veloping countries is inten-
sified, could their positions
in WTO talks be improved
and a fairer international
trading system established.

MNA/Xinhua

Wellwishers invited for
sinking tube-wells

YaNGON, 17 June—
The Development Affairs
Committees under the Min-
istry for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races
and Development Affairs
are making concerted ef-
forts in sinking tube-wells
in order to get sufficient
fresh water in rural areas
in states and divisions
where water is scarce.

One 200 feet deep two-
inch diametre tube-well
costs K 250,000; one 400
feet deep two-inch diametre
tube-well costs K 500,000;
and one 200 feet deep four-
inch diametre tube-well
costs K 500,000.

Those wishing to do-
nate cash for the tube-well

sinking projects for rural
areas may contact the
Director-General (Tel: 01-
245420 & 253088), the
Deputy Director-General
(Tel: 01-240118), the Direc-
tor (Engineering) (Tel: 01-
291967), the Directors
(Sagaing Division Develop-
ment Affairs Committee)
(Tel: 071-21012), the Direc-
tor (Magway Division
Development Affairs Com-
mittee) (Tel: 063-23164)
and the Director (Mandalay
Division Development Af-
fairs Committee) (Tel: 02-
54657).

MNA

Drive safely
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knowledge free of charge

ADVERTISEMENTS

JOB VACANCY

Trade & Operations Manager

- Fluent in English (Speaking, Writing & Reading)

- Knowledge of Pulses & Beans will be an advantage

will be called for interview.

(For local service only/salary in Kyats)
A well-known Trading Company seeking a suitable person to fill the following vacancy:

(1) position

- Male aged between 25-30 years having driving license and Labour Registration card
- Graduate with Good Computer Skill in Windows (Word, Excel & Page Maker)

- Minimum 2-3 years experience in handling operations job in a Trading Company
- Person previously working in Pulses & Beans Export Company shall be preferred

Suitable candidates may send their resumes by fax to 212161, 212205, 223399
Last date of application: Friday 18-06-04. Only short-listed candidates

VACANUIES
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Syrian media hails
Sino-Syrian
relations

Damascus, 16 June —
Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad’s forthcoming visitto
China shows that the Sino-
Syrian relations are “always
very strong” and the two peo-
ples have been “quite ac-
tive” in strengthening their
cooperations, the official
Damascus Radio said Tues-
day.

The imminent visitis part
of the President’s efforts to
boost Syria’s role on the in-
ternational arena and to
strengthen its relations with
other countries to win their
support to the Arab right, the
radio said.

China has always sup-
ported the Arab issues and
insisted on implementing
relevant UN resolutions to
realize a just and compre-
hensive peace in the Middle
East, it stressed. “China has
defended Syria at the United
Nations whenever it was
under hostile campaigns,”
the radio said, referring to
China’s supportive positions
to the Syrian initiatives of
freeing the Middle East from
weapons of mass destruction.

Syria’s stance of defend-
ing China’s rights and unity
is, at the same time, appreci-
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ated by Beijing, the radio
pointed out. Syria’s perma-
nent UN representative in
1971 was one of those who
strongly supported the reso-
lution of restoring China’s
right at the United Nations
as a legitimate representa-
tive of the Chinese people, it

said.—MNA/Xinhua

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Alfred Dunhill Limited, a British Company of 30 Duke
Street, St. James’s, London, England, is the Owner of the
following Trade Marks:-

UNHEILL

il

in respect of “Bleaching preparations and other substances
for laundry use, cleaning, polishing, scouring and abrasive
preparations, soaps, perfumery, essential oils, cosmetics,
hair lotions, dentifrices. Scientific, nautical, surveying, elec-
tric, photographic, cinematographic, optical, weighing, meas-
uring, signalling, checking (supervision), life-saving and
teaching apparatus and instruments, apparatus for recording,
transmission or reproduction of sound or images, magnetic
data carriers, recording discs, automatic vending machines
and mechanisms for coin operated apparatus, cash registers,
calculating machines and data processing equipment, fire-
extinguishing apparatus. Precious metals and their alloys and
goods in precious metals or coated therewith, not included in
other classes, jewellery, precious stones, horological and
chronometric instruments. Paper, cardboard and goods made
from these materials, not included in other classes, printed
matter, bookbinding material, photographs, stationery, ad-
hesives for stationery or household purposes, artists’ materi-
als, paint brushes, typewriters and office requisites (except
furniture), instructional and teaching material (except appa-
ratus), plastic materials for packaging (not included in other
classes), playing cards, printers’ type, printing blocks. Leather
and imitations of leather, and goods made of these materials
and not included in other classes, animal skins, hides, trunks
and travelling bags, umbrellas, parasols and walking sticks,
whips, harness and saddlery. Yarns and threads, for textile
use. Textile and textile goods, not included in other classes,
bed and table covers. Clothing, footwear, headgear. Lace and
embroidery, ribbons and braid, buttons, hooks and eyes, pins
and needles, artificial flowers. Games and playthings, gym-
nastic and sporting articles not included in other classes,
decorations for Christmas trees. Alcoholic beverages (ex-
cept beers). Smokers’ articles, matches”

Fraudulent imitation or unauthorised use of the said Trade
Marks will be dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin, M.A, HG.P.,DB.L,
for Alfred Dunhill Limited.

P.O. Box 60, Yangon.

Dated: 18 June, 2004.

EU mulls new
scientific
publishing system
for research

BRrusseLs, 16 June—The
European Commission (EC)
launched a study Tuesday
on the economic and techni-
cal evolution of the scien-
tific publication markets in
Europe, the results of which
will be available in 2005.

It is aimed at determin-
ing the conditions required
for optimum operation of the
sector and assessing the ex-
tent to which the EC can help
to meet those conditions.

The study will deal with
the main topics of the cur-
rent public debate, such as
the future of printed scien-
tific reviews, the risks asso-
ciated with increases in the
price of publications in terms
of access to information for
researchers and open access
to research findings for all,
according to a Press release
issued by the executive body
of the 25-member European
Union (EU).

“The way in which the
scientific publishing market
is organized has implica-
tions. Scientific publications
not only serve to dissemi-
nate research results, they
also constitute a tool for
evaluating the quality of re-
search teams,” Philippe
Busquin, European commis-
sioner for research, was
quoted as saying.

The future of scientific
publishing has been at the
centre of EU discussions for
several years, leading to the
adoption in October 2003 of
the Berlin Declaration
calling for open access to
knowledge.—MNA/Xinhua

Indonesian energy firm gets majority stake

in Australia’s Novus

JAKARTA, 16 June — In-
donesian energy firm PT
Medco Energi Internasional
has secured a controlling
stake in Australia’s Novus
Petroleum Ltd after a major-
ity of its shareholders agreed
to its 350 million Australian
dollar bid. Medco said 60.2
per centof Novus sharehold-

ers had thus far accepted its
1.90 Australian dollars per
share offer to buy the Syd-
ney-based company.

Shareholders who ac-
cepted the offer included
Novus’ largest single entity
shareholder, Japan-based
Mitsui & Co., which owns
13 per cent of Novus.

The bid offered by
Medco was higher than its
rival bidder, the Australian-
based Sunov Petroleum Ltd.,
which raised its bid on April
220 1.85 Australian dollars
per share from 1.77 dollars,
orto 341 million dollars from
326 million dollars.

MNA/Xinhua

China forwards proposal to address

distortions in int’l trad

Sao Pauro (Brazil), 16
June— Various distortions in
theexistinginternational trad-
ing system are hampering the
development of most deve-
loping countries, Chinese As-
sistant Minister of Commerce
Yi Xiaozhun said here on
Tuesday.

“Itis the shared aspiration
and responsibility of the in-
ternational community to take
full advantage of the opportu-
nities and to cope effectively
with the challenges brought
about by globalization,” said

Yi, who s also the head of the
Chinesedelegationtothe 11th
session of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD).
Yi, on behalf of the Chi-
nese Government, proposed
the following four points to
address the problems in the
multilateral trading system:
Firstly, in the process of

e

globalization, diversified na-
tional conditions of each coun-
try must be respected, and
developing countries should
be assisted to benefit from the
growth of the world economy
and to participate actively in
the decision-making and rule-
setting in the global economic
affairs.
MNA/Xinhua
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A lady racegoer wears a large brimmed pink hat at Rq

Ascot in Berkshire, southern England, on 16 June, 2Q

The five-day society and sporting event is a highlight

the British social calendar, with Britain's Queen Eliza
beth attending most days. IMERNET

Medical journals may force
disclosure of bad trials

WasHINGTON, 16 June — Editors of the leading medical journals are considerin
a proposal that would make drug companies disclose trials that shed unfavourah
light on their products, The New York Times reported on Tuesday.

The leading US doctors’
group, the American Medi-
cal Association, also called
for disclosing all medical
studies to the public.

Editors at the journals, in-
cluding the Lancetand the
New-England  Journa
of Medicinedeclined to dis-
cuss the New York Time
report but confirmed it was
accurate.

“There is nothing false
in the story,” said a spokes-

ya&bman for the influential
OMew England Journal.
on Most medical news
-comes out of the journals,
which usually seek to weed

out weak research by sub-
jecting reports to a battery of
questions from experts
under a process called peer
review.

Many medical groups
also sponsor conferences for
sharing research.

But researchers are often
part of a web of links to the
drug industry. Research is
expensive and often the only
way to fund it is with a drug
company’s help.

Then the question arises
of whether a company is in
a position to influence
either the results, or at
least which results get pub-

lished.

According to the Times
report, the International
Committee of Medical Jour-
nal Editors is considering a
proposal that would require
drug makers to register
clinical trials in a public
database when they are
started.

That way, publishers
and the public can check
to see if results are submit-
ted on schedule, or look
for a pattern of companies
quietly dropping trials that
do not have the hoped-for
outcome.

MNA/Reuters

Experts urge to establish law on world heritage protection

Beuing, 17 June — Chinese experts have urged accelerating legislation on world heritage protection, see

more damage done to historic sites during the country’

Zhang Tinghao, adeputy to the National People’s Congress
(NPC), attributed the frequent damage to the lack of laws.

Since 1982, China has classified 99 cities as “historic
cities”, but most of them are losing their distinctive ancient
features in dynamic urban reconstruction and real estate
development. Ruins and ancient streets still risk being
demolished at any moment.

“China has no law on historic cities, and their protection
still relies on relevant laws for city planning and cultural
relics, which actually have little to do with historic cities and
are especially short of contents on protecting ancient resi-
dential houses,” said Zhang Xinjian, an official with the
Ministry of Culture.

C. Stephen Hsu, professor with the China University of
Political Science and Law, considered it imperative for

’s pursuit of economic growth and its urbanization trend

nism, which includes a professional, united organ acquainted
with international conventions and other countries’ experi-
ence, under the framework of a special world heritage
protection law.

Currently, the heritage protection still involves many
sectors in China. The State Administration of Cultural
Heritage has a world heritage department, the Ministry of
Construction owns an office in charge of landscape and
scenic spots, and the Ministry of Education also sets up a
national commission for the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), whose
functions overlap with each other.

“The lack of special laws and decentralized administra-
tion often delay the settlement of many problems due to
complicated procedures and slow feedback,” Hsu said.

China to establish a clear and efficient management mecha- MNA/Xinhua
HKSAR provides fund for research on Vietnam to
infectious diseases promote exports
in 2nd half of

Hong Kong, 17 June — The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Govern-

ment on Tuesday granted 25 million Hong Kong dollars (3.2 million US dollars) to th
Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) for carrying out a portfolio of clinical trial
and public health research in emerging infectious diseases such as SARS.

The 25-million-Hong
Kong-dollar grantto CUHK
will support a portfolio of
research spanning five years
that is expected to produce
results from a minimum of
30 research projects.

The Research Fund for the
Control of Infectious Diseases
(RFCID) had so far commit-
tedatotal of 135 millionHong
Kongdollars (17.3 millionUS
dollars) for various research
studies in Hong Kong and the
Chinese Mainland.

Speaking at a contract
signing ceremony for the
commissioned projects on
Tuesday, Secretary for
Health, Welfare and Food,
Yeoh Eng-kiong reiterated
the government’s commit-
ment to promote research on
infectious diseases and to
strengthen the research base
in policy making and in de-
veloping and implementing
measures to prevent and
combat infectious diseases.

He said, “the CUHK is

internationally recognized
for its leadership in synthe-
sizing knowledge during the
initial phase of the severe
acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS) outbreak using bed-
sides observations, clinical
algorithms and pragmatic
trial approaches, its out-
standing research in hepati-
tis and related diseases, and
the solid track record and
international profile of many
of its investigators.”

MNA/Xinhua

Lizard-smuggling
"8reigners heavily
fined in S Africa

JOHANNESBURG, 17 June
— One Indonesian and two
Japanese were fined
320,000 rand (49,000 US
dollars) by a South African
court Tuesday for trying to
smuggle 37 endangered liz-
ards.

The three were arrested
with Armadillo
girdled lizards at the Cape
Town International Air-
port on May 14, two days
after they arrived in the
country as tourists, the
South African Press Ass
ciation reported.

MNA/Xinhua

live

Lebanese
woman could
y be world’s
le oldest

SHAITIYA, 16 June — A
Lebanese woman who has
documents saying she was
born in 1877 — making her at
least 126 years old—could be
the oldest person in the world.

Hamida Musulmani, frail
and wrinkled but still working
on her family’s farm in south
Lebanon, showed Reutershis
week a document from Leba-
non’s 1932 census which lists
her birth year as 1877.

She feels well, she said,
but complained of failing
sight.

Local officials said her pa-
pers were authentic, although
they date from a year when she
would already have turned 55.

If the census papers are
accurate, Musulmani would
now be four years older than
the oldest person officially
documented — a French-
woman who died seven years
ago at the age of 122.

Musulmani comes from a
Shi’ite Muslim farming fam-
ily. Documents show her hus-
band Ali was born in 1890,
which would have made him
13 years younger than his
wife. He died in 1960.

Musulmani said she had
stoppedeatingmeatmany years
ago. Though her family grows
and dries tobacco, she does not
smoke. ‘T only eat what I grow,”
she said. “T am fine, it is only my
eyes that cannot see properly.”

y-She says she has about 100
descendants, the youngest of
whom is 10 months old.

3 this year

Hanor, 17 June — Viet-
nam will promote its exports
in the last six months of this
year, focusing on products
with large export turnovers
and those with high export
growth rates.

The items include sea-
food, textiles, garments, foot-
wear, woodwork, bicycles,
and electric wires and ca-
bles, and their major destina-
tions are the European
Union, Japan and the United
States, according to the Min-
istry of Trade on Wednes-
day.

Big heroin trafficking ring detected in Vietnam

Hanor, 17 June — Vietnamese police have recently cracked down on a tra
provincial heroin trafficking ring which supplied half of the drug consumed in the

country’s Ho Chi Minh City.

They arrested 20 people and confis-
cated 20.3 kilogrammes of heroin, along
with one automobile, 14 motorbikes and 16
mobile phones between April and June, lo-
cal newspaper Saigon Liberationreported

heroin, or more than 350 kilogrammes of the
drug, from Nghe An and other central bor-
dering provinces to Ho Chi Minh City be-
tween mid-2001 and mid-2004. Wholesale
prices of a cake stand at 6,700-7,300 US

The goods are either pro-
duced by labour-intensive en-
ISterprises or face no obstacles
in foreign markets regarding
strict quotas, high tariffs, and
technical barriers, it said.
Vietnam, which is ex-
pected to ship abroad prod-
ucts worth of 11.55 billion
US dollars in the first half
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Aurora, a giant Pacific octopus, sits around her eggs, the
small white specks in the photo, at the Alaska Sealife
Center in Seward, Alaska, on 16 June, 2004. The octopus

began laying eggs last weekend by dribblingrtdewn
the sides of her tank. Aquarists at the center will be
looking for a darkening in the eggs to indicate degelop-
ment of baby octopuses. If the eggs are fertile, they could
produce young in two or three months INTERNET

Wednesday. The ring has two independent
branches, one led by Tran Xuan Ha, born in
1981, and Hoang Trong Hung, born in 1972,
and the other led by Tran Huy Cong, born in
1965. All of the three men are from central
Nghe An Province.

They transported over 1,000 cakes of

dollars, but retail prices can reach up to
10,000 dollars.

After thering was uncovered, the whole-
sale price nearly doubled, which means that
it held{ a heroin market share of up to 50 per
cent in Ho Chi Minh City, local police said.

MNA/Xinhua

this year, a year-on-year in-
crease of 16.9 per cent, aims
to achieve export turnovers
of 21.85 billion dollars in
2004, up from 19.8 billion
dollars in 2003.
MNA/Xinhua
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Agassi to pull out of Wimbledon open

‘WaSHINGTON, 17 June — Tennis great Andre Agassi has decided on
Tuesday to skip the year's third Grand Slam tournament, the Wimbledon
Open, joining the two top-ranked women on the sideline.

"I have been struggling with a hip injury for the past couple of
months," said the 34-year-old Agassi. "Clearly, this is a regrettable
decision that I have to make. I will miss the opportunity to play in the
most prestigious tournament in the world."

The eight Grand Slam titles holder, crowned at Wimbledon in 1992,
dropped his last four matches, his longest losing streak in seven years.

Agassi, who has not won a tournament since April 2003, is one of five
men with a career Grand Slam and was ranked No. 1 as recently as last
season, the oldest man to hold the top spot. He is also the last man to win
consecutive Slams, at the 1999 US Open and 2000 Australian Open.

World No. 1 Justine Henin-Hardenne, who is recovering from a viral
illness, and No. 2 Kim Clijsters, from wrist surgery, will be missing from
the women's field of Wimbledon which starts Monday. Other withdraw-
als include French Open champion Gaston Gaudio, three-time major
winner Gustavo Kuerten, and Younes El Aynaoui.

WHT0TW

MNA/Xinhua ’ il : .
BeCkham tO frame Zldane’s Shlrt Spain’s Fernando Morientes (R) shoots the ball past Greect_e’-s goalkeepertonios

Liseon, 17 June — David Beckham plans to frame the shirtworn by Zinedine Zidane Nikopolidis (top) to score, as Traianos Dellas (L) and Costas Katsouranis (on ground)
when the French captain scored his two injury-time goals to sink England 2-1 at watch, during their Euro 2004 Group A soccer match at the Bessa Stadium in Porto on

Euro 2004.

However, Beckham, the
England captain, will wait
until his Real Madrid
teammate has time to sign
the shirt.

Recalling the scene after
Sunday’s final whistle,
Beckham told reporters:
“We said a few things in
Spanish and swapped shirts
... He had a smile to say
‘that's the way it goes"."

Asked what he would do
with the shirt, the England
skipper said: “T’ll frame it
and put it in my house. You
have great memories of a
great player and memories
are good.

“You always look back
onthings and sometimesit’s
good to have disappointing
memories so you can look
forward to the better ones
ahead of you.”

Paying tribute to Zidane’s
attitude to the game,
Beckham said: “He loves
playing and loves training,
he works as hard in training
as he does in matches and
that’s what is good to see
aboutplayers like that. They
don’t just do it in games.

“I’m proud to be in the
same team as him.”

Both men faced the re-
sponsibility of taking a pe-

nalty on Sunday. Beckham’s
was brilliantly saved by
Fabien Barthez but Zidane
crashing his past David
James to secure an impro-
bable victory in the final
seconds.

Unfazed by having
missed a spot-kick which
could have given England a
match-winning 2-0 lead,
Beckham said he would be
happy to keep taking them
— even if he kept missing.

“Nothing will defeat me.
That’s the way I look at
things,” he said. “Even if I
miss the next four or five
penalties, then I'd step up
and take one. I'm not sure

people would want me to
though.

“Maybe if I'd taken four
and missed four, then I"d let
someone like Frank Lampard
take it instead — maybe I
wouldn't have any choice.”

Beckham is now focus-
ing on Thursday’s Group B
game against Switzerland at
Coimbra and channelling the
players’ fury at having let a
priceless victory against the
European champions slip
away.

“The anger is the good
part for the players now,” he
said. “It’s not anger where
we want to go out and kick
players.” — MNA/Reuters

16 June, 2004— INTERNET

Portugal still alive, Russia out

Lison, 17 June — Portugal resurrected their Euro 2004 hopes and ended those of

10-man Russia with a 2-0 victory on Wednesday but will still need to beat neighbours
Spain in their final group game to advance to the quarterfinals.

Portugal, playing with the
fizz and freedom that was so
markedly absent from their
nervy opening defeat by

Thai manager, coach quit after
North Korea defeat

BaNGkok, 17 June — Thailand manager Tawatchai

Sajjakul and head coach Carlos Roberto Carvalho have quit
after the team's 4-1 defeat by North Korea in a World Cup
qualifier last week. "I feel sadness and regret because I love
football and I have been trying to do my best, but I disap-
pointed the Thai people. I need to be punished,” Tawatchai
told Reuterson Wednesday.

Brazilian Carvalho, who took over from Englishman
Peter Withe last September, will return to the national
Under-21 team he coached before his promotion.

Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra criticized the team
following last Wednesday's loss which left Thailand third in
Asian zone Group Five with three points from as many
games. United Arab Emirates top the group with seven
points. — MNA/Reuters

Greece, won courtesy of a
goal from midfielder
Maniche after seven minutes
and alate effort by substitute
Rui Costa.

A poor Russian team had
their goalkeeper sent off for
the second successive match,
though thered card for Sergei
Ovchinnikov at the end of
the first half for handball just
outside the penalty area
seemed harsh.

Russia’s qualification
hopes disappeared on the
back of their ninth succes-
sive winless European
Championship game — an

unwelcome tournament

during their Group A Euro 2004 soccer match at the Luz Stadium in Lisbon, o

- . A A .
Russia’s goalkeeper Sergey Ovchinnikov(L) challenges Portugal’s Pauleta(R) fol
ball on the edge of the penalty area leading to a red card for the Russian goalkeegginst Russia.

16 June , 2004. Portugal defeated Russia 2-0NTERNET

record reaching back to the
1988 final.

But while the Portugal
fans went off into the Lisbon
night full of cheer, the head-
to-head qualification system
means they will have to beat
Spain in their final game in
the same city on June 20 to
reach the last eight.

After Greece came back
to draw 1-1 with Spain ear-
lieron Wednesday both those
teams have four points. Por-
tugal have three and if they
draw with Spain, Greece will
go through thanks to their
opening day 2-1 win—even
if they lose their last game
against Russia.

Wednesday’s early result
meant thateffectively Portu-
gal were playing knockout
thetball from the kickoff

Coach Luiz Felipe Scolari
had reacted to their poor dis-

play against Greece by bring-
ing in three new faces and
one of them, Brazilian-born
Deco, had an immediate im-
pact.

Broughtin to replace stal-
wart Rui Costa in midfield,
he slipped a lovely pass into
the feet of Maniche and the
Sporting Lisbon midfielder
swivelled to shoot low past
Ovchinnikov.

The relief felt by the
crowd and players was al-
most palpable after the suf-
fering in Porto last Saturday
and the home side took con-
trol from then on.

Deco sent a volley over
the bar, Pauleta was inches
away from connecting with
a Henrik Larsson-style div-
ing header and defender
Ricardo Carvalho sent a
header over the bar.

Though they dropped off
the pace later in the half, the
result was effectively de-
cided in the 45th minute
when Ovchinnikov raced
from his line to face Pauleta
as the forward chased an er-
rant back pass.

Thekeeper got a fair touch
with his feet but, seemingly
inadvertently, touched the
loose ball with his arm and
was shown animmediate red
card by Norwegian referee
Terje Hauge.

However, Portugal still
found themselves forced to
defend. Goalkeeper Ricardo
was happy to punch out a
stinging shot by Andrei
Karyaka 10 minutes after the
restart and only a brilliant
tackle by Carvalho denied
Alexander Kerzhakov aclear
path to goal.

The scares seemed to
spark Portugal into life and
Luis Figo thought he had
scored when he finished of a
superb passing move with a
firm low shot only for sub-
stitute keeper Viacheslav
Malafeyev to brilliantly
touch it on to a post.

But Rui Costa finally
made sure of the victory
when he knocked the ball
home after a cross from fel-
low substitute Cristiano
Ronaldo in the 89th minute.

MNA/Reuters

Frings to join Bayern Munich
from Dortmund

BerLIN, 17 June — Germany international midfielder
Torsten Frings will join Bayern Munich from Borussia

Dortmund.

Bayern spokesman Markus Hoerwick was quoted by

Germany’s SID news agency on Wednesday confirming a
report in Bild newspaper that they had agreed a deal with
Dortmund for Frings, who scored for Germany in their 1-1
draw against the Netherlands at Euro 2004 on Tuesday.

No details about the transfer fee were published but Bild
said the figure was 10 million euros (12.14 million US
dollars) and Frings would sign a three-year contract.

The newspaper said Dortmund was selling Frings be-
cause of financial problems linked to early exits from the
Champions League and UEFA Cup last season.

Dortmund finished sixth in the Bundesliga missing out
on a place in next season’s UEFA Cup competition.

Frings, 27, is Bayern’s third major signing for next
season, after Brazilian defender Lucio joined from Bayer
Leverkusen and striker Vahid Hashemian arrived from VfL
Bochum.

Bayern, who finished second in the league behind Werder
Bremen, are also due to sign Andreas Goerlitz from TSV
1860 subject to a medical next week. — MNA/Reuters
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( WEATHER )
Thursday, 17 June, 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30

hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain has been
isolated to scattered in Kachin, Kayah and Shan States,
Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway and Bago Divisions and
widespread in the remaining areas with locally heavyfalls
in Rakhine and Mon States, isolated heavyfalls in Kayin
State, Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions. The noteworthy
amounts of rainfall recorded were Ye (9.10) inches,
Mawlamyine (7.01) inches, Dawei (5.87) inches, Thandwe
(5.51) inches, Co Co Island ((5.00) inches, Thaton (4.88)
inches, Hpa-an (4.09) inches, Mudon (3.53) inches,
Kyaukpyu (3.11) inches, and Gwa (3.07) inches.

Maximum temperature on 16-6-2004 was 28.0°C
(82°F). Minimum temperature on 17-6-2004 was 20.5°C
(69°F). Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 17-6-2004
was 100%. Total sunshine hours on 16-6-2004 was nil.
Rainfall on 17-6-2004 was 43mm (1.69 inches) at Yangon
Airport, 46mm (1.82 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 54mm
(2.13 inches) at central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-
2004 was 835mm (32.87 inches) at Yangon Airport and
706mm (27.80 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 895mm (35.24
inches) at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph from West at (08:40)
hours MST on 17 -6-2004.

Bay inference: According to the observations at
(09:30)hours MST today, a low pressure area has formed
over the North Bay and adjoining East Central Bay.
Monsoon is strong to vigorous in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of the 18-6-200&Rain
will be scattered in Kachin, Chin, Kayah, Shan States,
Mandalay and Sagaing Divisions and widespread in the
remaining areas with locally heavyfalls in Mon and
Rakhine States, isolated heavyfalls in Kayin State,
Ayeyawady, Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions. Degree of
certainty is (100%).

State of the seaOccassional squalls with rough seas
will be experienced off and along Myanmar Coasts. Sur-
face wind speed in squalls may reach (40) mph. Outlook
for subsequent two days:Strong Monsoon.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
18-6-2004: Intermitted rain which may be temporarily
heavy. Degree of certainty is (100%). Forecast for Man-
dalay and neighbouring area for 18-6-2004Isoltaed
rain. Degree of certainty is (80%).
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Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects demonstration of paddy winnowing in Paungtamaw Village-tract, Pyay Tevwaskip.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects land reclamation in Bago Division

YANGON, 17 June —
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
of the Ministry of Defence
on 15 June met with offi-
cials concerned at Pyay and
gave instruction on matters
relating to extended cultiva-
tion of monsoon paddy and
land reclamation.

Also present were
Chairman of Bago Division
PDC Commander of the
Southern Command Maj-
Gen Ko Ko, Bago Division
(West) PDC Chairman Col
Hla Min and departmental
officials.

Head of Bago Division
Land Records Department
U Chit Swe reported on
land reclamation and ex-
tended cultivation of
monsoon paddy in Bago
Division (West).

Next, Col Hla Min re-
ported on tasks being under-
taken for extended cultivation
of 300,000 acres of paddy
from 2004 to 2007 and land
reclamation totalling 975,72
acres for monsoon paddy in
the region.

Officials of the Agricul-
tural Mechanization Depart-
ment and Myanma Agricul-
ture Service also reported on
preparation to provide ma-
chinery for monsoon paddy

cultivation and future plans.
Commander Maj-Gen Ko
Ko also gave a supplemen-
tary report.

Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than gave necessary
instructions. He said that
there are over 2.4 million
acres monsoon paddy culti-
vation and over 260,000
acres of summer paddy cul-
tivation in 2003-2004 year.
It is targeted to extend
100,000 acres of monsoon
paddy in 2004-2005. In this
regard, departmental offi-
cials need to provide neces-
sary assistance to farmers,
he said. He also urged the
officials to make efforts for
extended cultivation of
monsoon paddy cultivation.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than and party
arrived at work site to
dredge the Loutthout Creek
in Hmawzar village-tract in
Pyay Township. Pyay
Township Peace and Devel-
opment Council Chairman
U Myint Swe reported on
irrigated areas and job op-
portunities for the locals
with the use of charts. Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than
gave necessary instructions.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than met local peo-
ple cordially. He said while
the Government is making

efforts in the interests of
farmers, they on their part
are to strive for realizing the
plans and projects of the
State in view of developing
the agricultural sector. The
Loutthout Creek drainage is
32,500 feet long. Thanks to
the drainage, 300 acres can
be put under monsoon
paddy. It also provides job
opportunities for 32 farmers.
The drainage will also ben-
efit the socio-economic up-
lift of local people by ena-
bling them to put 742 acres
under cultivation in Ashay
Letkhokpin, Twinbyee,
Muhtaw and Hmawza vil-
lages.

Later, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party pro-
ceeded by car to the 100-
acre model paddy field at
Paungtamaw village-tract in
Pyay Township. They in-
spected the demonstration
of harvesting and winnow-
ing of paddy with the use
of machines there.

Next, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party went
to the work site of construct-
ing Pogadoe embankment
between Letpadan and
Thayawady townships in
Thayawady District. Offi-
cials concerned reported on
work progress and Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than gave nec-

essary instructions and ful-
filled requirements. He met
local farmers. The Pogadoe
embankment is 8 miles long
and it has a sluice gate. By
having the embankment,
farmers in Thahtaygon,
Pogadoe, Ngaphyu Chaung,
Yaypyan and Hsinku
Ywathit villages in Bilin
village-tract can protect their
cultivated fields from flood
and undertake double and
multiple cropping. Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than urged
them to strive for extending
sown acreage and increasing
output of paddy. They can
now put 2,700 acres under
paddy. It is very beneficial
to the rural economic devel-
opment.

Than and party proceeded
by car to Myan Naing
Myint Co's integrated farm
in Letpadan Township,
Thayawady District. At the
briefing hall of the farm,
Project Director U Thet
Zaw of the company re-
ported undertaking of inte-
grated farming, land recla-
mation, plan targets and
future work programmes.
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
gave instructions on extend-
ing cultivation of monsoon
paddy and winter crops.

Myan Naing Myint
Company has extended the
cultivation of paddy in
1,544 acres as targeted in
fiscal 2004-2005.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than and party next went

to Chanthagon farmers edu-
cation centre in Letpadan
Township and attended the
demonstration on direct
seeding method and mod-
ern cultivation techniques.
Divisional Manager of Bago
Division Myanma Agricul-
tural Service U San Maung
explained matters on effec-
tive use of fertilizers, culti-
vation of quality paddy on
manageable scale, modern
cultivation techniques and
direct seeding method. Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than and
party inspected the farm and
gave necessary instructions.

Later, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party left
there by car and arrived
back in Yangon in the af-
ternoon. — MNA

Minist
Orascom Telecom Co Chairman Mr Naguib Sawiris and party of Egypt.
COMMUNICATION

osts and Telegraphs Brig-Gen Thein Zaw rec:

Lt-Gen Khin Maung

—
Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung receives China Metallurgical Construction

(Group) Corporation (MCC) President Mr Xianghun Xu and partyNpusTtry-1

Industry-1 Minister receives President of China Metallurgical
Construction (Group) Corporation (MCC)

YANGON, 17 June — Minister for In-
dustry-1 U Aung Thaung received Mr
Xianghun Xu, President of China Metal-
lurgical Construction (Group) Corporation
(MCC), and party at his office at 4.30 pm
today and discussed conditions on build-

ing of pulp factory which can produce 200
tons per day of Myanma Paper and Chemi-
cal Industries. Also present at the call were
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Win and
Directors-General and Managing Directors
of Departments and Enterprises.—MNA

CPT Minister receives Chairman of Orascom
Telecom Company of Egypt and party

YANGON, 17 June — Minister for Com-
ivagnications, Posts and Telegraphs Brig-
Gen Thein Zaw received Mr Naguib
Sawiris, Chairman of Orascom Telecom

Company of Egypt and party at his office
at 5.30 pm today. Also present at the call
were officials of Myanma Posts and Tel-
ecommunications. — MNA

With hands linked firm around the National Convention.




