Khanti ca, patience; this is the way to auspiciousness.
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Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-roung
development of other sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in

Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
National reconsolidation
Emergence of a new enduring State

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguardingof
cultural heritage and national character

Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments fro _ > fict Ie

* Building of a new modern developed sources inside the country and abroad Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State * The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke Uplift of health, fithess and education
Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of theentire nation

National Convention reconvenes in Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Township

YaNGoN, 17 May —
With six objectives: Non-
disintegration of the Union;
Non-disintegration of na-
tional solidarity; Perpetua-
tion of sovereignty; Flour-
ishing of genuine multi-
party democracy system;
Further burgeoning of the
noblest and worthiest of
worldly values namely jus-
tice, liberty and equality in
the State; and For the
Tatmadaw to be able to par-
ticipate in the national po-
litical leadership role of the
State, the National Conven-
tion reconvened  at
Pyidaungsu  Hall of

Nyaunghnapin Camp in

Hmawby Township,
Yangon Division, at 9 am
today.

Present on the occasion
were National Convention
Convening Commission
Chairman State Peace and
Development Council Sec-
retary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein
and members, National
Convention Convening
Work Committee Chair-
man Chief Justice U Aung
Toe and members, National
Convention Convening
Management Committee
Chairman Maj-Gen Lun
Maung and members,

chairmen and officials of
sub-committees, ambassa-
dors of Singapore, the Phil-
ippines, Brunei, Vietnam,
Russia, Malaysia, the Re-
public of Korea, India, Ja-
pan, Egypt, Bangladesh,
Laos, Cambodia, Sri Lanka,
Australia, Indonesia, Thai-
land and Pakistan, charges
d’affaires ai of Serbia and
Montenegro, Nepal and the
People’s Republic of China,
the resident representative
of UNHCR, the counsellor
of the Japanese Embassy,
the patron, the chairman and
members of Myanmar For-
eign Correspondents Club,

Delegates are to co-ordinate, discuss and
forward suggestions without bias as
regards person, ism, region or race
National Convention Convening Commission
Chairman Lt-Gen Thein Sein delivers opening
address at the National Convention

Y ANGON, 17 May— Fol-
lowing is the opening
speech delivered by Na-
tional Convention Conven-
ing Commission Chairman
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Secretary-2

Lt-Gen Thein Sein at the
National Convention today.
Distinguished National
Convention delegates, ob-
servers and guests,

I wish the well-being of
mind and body of all of you

INSIDE

Perspectives
Strive for develop-

ment of architecture
parallel to other
sciences and
technologies
(Page 2)

Article
From National
Convention to a new
nation
(Page 7)

and the success of the Na-
tional Convention for for-
mulating fundamental prin-
ciples for the State Consti-
tution for the emergence of
a discipline-flourishing de-
mocracy which is being de-
sired by the people.

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt declared the
seven-step Road Map on 30
August 2003. Of these, the
National Convention which
had been adjourned temporar-
ily since 1996 is now being
reconvened as the first step.

(See page 8)

officials of information and
periodicals, observers, del-
egates of political parties (-
) Kokang Democracy and
Unity Party, National Unity
Party, Union Kayin League,
Union Pa-O National Or-
ganization, Mro (or) Khami
National Solidarity Organi-
zation, Lahu National De-
velopment Party and Wa
National Development
Party, representatives-elect
of National Unity Party,
Mro (or) Khami National
Solidarity Organization and
independentrespresentatives,
delegates of national races
from Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,
Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan
(South), Shan (North) and
Shan (East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Yangon and
Ayeyawady Divisions, del-
egates of peasants from
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,

National Convention Convening Commission Chairman Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein
delivers opening address .m~a

Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan
(South), Shan (North) and
Shan (East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Yangon and
Ayeyawady Divisions, del-
egates of intellectuals and
intelligentsia and delegates
of workers from Kachin,
Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South),
Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago, Magway,
Mandalay, Yangon and
Ayeyawady Divisions, del-
egates of State service per-
sonnel from the State Peace
and Development Council
Office, the President’s Of-
fice, the Pyithu Hluttaw Of-
fice, the Government Of-
fice, the Supreme Court, the
Attorney-General’s Office,
the Auditor-General’s Of-
fice, the Multi-party De-
mocracy General Election

Commission Office, the
Civil Service Selection and
Training Board, the Yangon
City Development Commit-
tee, the Mandalay City De-
velopment Committee and
ministries, other invited del-
egates, delegates from Shan
State (North) Special Re-
gion-1, Shan State (North)
Special Region-2, Shan
State (North) Special Re-
gion-3, Shan State (East)
Special Region-4, Shan
State (North) Special Re-
gion-5 (KDA), Shan State
(South) Special Region-6,
Shan State (North) Special
Region-7, Kachin State
Special Region-1, Kachin
State Special Region-2,
Kayah State Special Re-
gion-1, Kayah State Special
Region-2, Kayah State Spe-
cial Region-3, Kayinni
National Progressive Party
(See page 8)

Welcome the National Convention.
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Strive for development of
architecture parallel to other

bt s

People’s Desire
Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative v
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the natior
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

sciences and technologies

The Government of the Union off
Myanmar is endeavouring for the developmen
of the nation, relying on the knowledge and skill§
of her own people, especially the intellectuals
and intelligentia. At such a time like this, it is
heartening to see the tangible results of the €f-
forts made by various groups of technician
working together in their respective fields.

The Seminar on Tall Buildings sponsored
by the Myanmar Architects Association was
held at Myanmar Information and Communi-
cation Technology Park on 16 May and Primg
Minister General Khin Nyunt, who is also
Chairman of the City Housing Project Supervi-
sory Committee, attended it and delivered arn
address. The Prime Minister said that it was
very appropriate to be able to hold the semina
as a gesture of hailing the golden jubilee of thp
Myanmar Architects Association and it was true
that the seminar would be useful for the natior
and for the development of architecture and
construction.

The Government is making all-out efforts
on all fronts for the development of the Union
and for strengthening the socio-economic life df
the entire national people and raising their liv-
ing standard. For this, dams, hydroelectric
power stations, roads and bridges, internationaj
ports and airports and other development in-
frastructures are being built the length and
breadth of the nation.

Moreover, measures are being taken t
develop Yangon City and other major cities td
possess international characteristics to build
modern buildings, housing estates, parks, dg-

=4

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects
Kengtawng hydel project,
meets departmental staff

YaNGoN, 17 May — State Peace and Development
Council member Lt-Gen Aung Htwe of the Ministry of
Defence on 13 May morning visited Kengtawng and met
with Tatmadaw officers, other ranks and family members at
the hall of the regional battalion in Kengtawng in southern
Shan State.

Next, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe, together with Shan State
Peace and Development Council Chairman Eastern Com-
mand Commander Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint and offi-
cials went to Kengtawng waterfall. At the briefing hall there,
Assistant Director U Tha Aung of the Myanma Electric
Power Enterprise reported progress of work in implement-
ing the project. Col Tint Lwin of local station also reported
on progress. Commander Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint also
submitted supplementary report. Lt-Gen Aung Htwe gave
necessary instructions. He urged personnel concerned to
complete the project on schedule. He also fulfilled require-
ments.

In the afternoon, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and party went
to Kengtawng General Administration Department and met
with departmental personnel and those of social organiza-
tions. The Kholan-Kengtawng road is being built there as a
gravel road. The Kengtawng-Kunhein road and the
Kengtawng-Mongpan road will be upgraded into tarred
roads. In delivering an address at the meeting, Lt-gen Aung
Htwe said that efforts are being made by the State to ensure
better transportation in respective regions and now the
Kholan-Wansin-Mongnawng-Mongshu road, the Kholan-
Kengtawng road, the Kengtawng-Mongpan road have been
built. Energetic efforts are also being made for generating
more electric power. After completion, the Kengtawng
hydro-electric power project will supply electricity round
the clock to the region.

After the meeting, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspected the
construction of road at the entrance of Kengtawng town and
gave necessary instructions. — MNA

Patriots get together

* Existing situation, no wavering
Exercise caution, do assessment
Our land, our nation, land we own
Long-term interest, plan with it in mind
On the job, happily together
Consider the points, for pleasant homestead
Great Myanmar, future desting
On lonesome path, not existing
Peaceful, prosperous, without danger
Uplift standard, Democratic State
To emerge, fresh and vibrant
Coming with wishes, patriots all
Have assembled, are meeting
Meet and discuss, get going
In the air, poisoned contents
If viruses should arrive
With existing real strength
Patriotic arms that are potent
Will off surely
We know that truly well.

Po Wa (Trs)

Commander attends opening of
rural tubewell in Monywa

YanGoN, 17 May — Sagaing Division Peace and
Development Council Chairman North-West Command
Commander Maj-Gen Tha Aye attended the opening cer-
emony of a tubewell in Kawlapya village of Monywa
Township on 11 May. The villagers and local people can
now have sufficiuent clean water by having the new
tubewell. — MNA

partment stores and management and servige
infrastructures. In striving for development of
the nation and for improved living standard of
the people, architects and engineers play a vitl
role as urban development tasks and construg
tion of modern buildings are essential for na
tional development and enhancement of the iy
ing standard of the people.

We would like to call on the architects to
strive harder for urban development and at the|
same time for the development of architectur¢

parallel to other sciences and technologies.
\ J

Rural road construction inspected

YancoN, 17 May — Director-General of the De-
velopment Affairs Department under the Ministry for
Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Devel-
opment Affairs Col Myo Myint on 14 May inspected the
construction of Yoma west road being undertaken by the
Mandalay Division Development Affairs Department.

The Yoma west road passing through five town-
ships in Mandalay Division is now under construction. So
far, 44 miles 5 furlongs of earth road, 26 miles 4 furlongs
of gravel road and 1 mile of tarred road together with 11
overpasses, 3 bridges and 54 conduits have been built
spending over K 970 million. — MNA

Commander, Minister meet WVO
members in Sagaing Division

YaNGoN, 17 May— Pa-
tron of the Sagaing Division
Supervisory Committee for
War Veterans Organization
Chairman of Sagaing Divi-
sion Peace and Development
Council Commander of
North-West Command Maj-
Gen Tha Aye and member of
the Central Organizing Com-
mittee of Myanmar War Vet-
erans Organization Minister
for Transport Maj-Gen Hla
Myint Swe met the chairman
and members of Sagaing Di-
vision, Monywa and Sagaing
District Supervisory Commit-
tee for WVOs at Mya Thalla
Hall in Monywa on 15 May
morning. Chairman of
Sagaing Division Supervisory
Committee for WVO Lt-Col
Myo Myint and chairmen of
district supervisory commit-
teesreported on organizational
and welfare works.

After giving necessary
instructions, Minister Maj-

Gen Hla Myint Swe fulfilled
therequirements. Commander
Maj-Gen Tha Aye also spoke
on the occasion. Later, the
minister handed over longyis
for WVO members of two
districts to officials.

On 16 May, they met
Shwebo District WVO Super-
visory Committee and mem-
bers of Township WVO at the
townhallin Shwebo. The min-
ister handed over longyis for
the members of Shwebo Dis-
trict.

In the afternoon, the
commander and the minister
met entrepreneurs from
Shwebo and heard reports on
progress of Monywa Indus-
trial Zone Branch (Shwebo),
strength of entrepreneurs and
work done. Later, the com-
mander and the minister in-
spected the site for establish-
ment of Shwebo Industrial
Zone.

MNA

Commerce Minister receives guests
YaNGON, 17 May — Managing Director of pacific
Food Industries Ltd of UK Mr Christopher Quie and party
called on Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen Pyi Sone at the
latter's office on Strand Road here at 2 pm today. Present
on the occasion were Deputy Minister for Commerce Brig-
Gen Aung Tun, Director-General of Trade Department U
Nyunt Aye, Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading Man-
aging Director U Min Hla Aung and officials of Border
Trade Department. — MNA

Measures for holding four nations’
Trade Fair coordinated

YaNGoN, 17 May — A meeting to coordinate meas-
ures for holding four nations' Trade Fair 2004 was held at the
Ministry of Commerce on Strand Road here at 3 pm today. It
was attended by Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen Pyi Sone,
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung Tun, officials concerned

eWS

and work committees from various ministries. — MNA
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Col Myo Myint inspects road construction in Mahlain
Township. —PBANRDA

Minister attends opening of GDP

Accounting Course
YaNGoN, 17 May — Organized by Planning Depart-

mentunder the Ministry of National Planning and Economic
Development, the opening ceremony of Gross Domestic
Product Accounting Course No 1/ 2004-05 was held at the
training centre of the Planning Department at the Ministers’
Office here this morning with a speech by NPED Minister
U Soe Tha.

Present on the occasion were heads of departments
gmder the ministry, departmental officials, instructors and
44 trainees. — MNA

Prawn breeding ponds inspected
in Taninthayi Division

YaNGON, 17 May —
Minister for Livestock and
Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung
Maung Thein, accompanied
by Director U Tin Win of
Fisheries Department,
Chairman of Myanmar
Prawn Breeders Association
U Hla Maung Shwe, Secre-
tary U Than Win Aung and
members, met prawn breed-
ing entrepreneurs at the site
of Tha Htoo Aung Sea
Prawn Breeding Project in
Lawlawt Village in Myeik
District on 14 May. Offi-
cials briefed them on pawn
breeding tasks. Next, the
minister inspected comple-
tion of digging of ponds.

In the evening, Chair-
man of Taninthayi Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Coastal Region Command

Brig-Gen Ohn Myint and
Minister Brig-Gen Maung
Maung Thein met the Chair-
man of Myanmar Prawn
Breeders Association, mem-
bers and entrepreneurs at the
hall in Myeik and instructed
them to implement digging
of 15,000 acres of prawn
breeding ponds within three
years and assistance to be
provided by divisional au-
thorities and the ministry.
On 15 May, the minis-
ter and party went to Daung-
kumaw Crab Breeding
Camp of Ahsaungkaung Co
Ltd in Kyunsu Township,
Myeik Distrct and inspected
works in progress.
Officials of the asso-
ciation and entrepreneurs
also visited sea prawn breed-
ing in 219 acres of ponds in
Palaw Township.— MNA
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Blair deserted by voters over Iraqg

Lonpon, 17 May—Tony Blair is fighting to keep his job amid reports that British troops face charges for

abusing prisoners in Iraq. Stories about possible successors dominated the British media yesterday as a new
found 46 per cent of voters believe the Prime Minister should stand down before the next election.

Mr Blair appeared to win
little relief from the sacking
of Daily Mirror editor Piers
Morgan after the tabloid
newspaper admitted photo-
graphs it published purpor-
ting to show British troops
abusing Iraqi prisoners were
fakes.

The Mirror apologised
and said all proceeds from
the sale of the pictures would
be donated to charity.

Butadefiant Morgan said
that while the photos might
have been faked, the abuse
in Iraq was real, and rival
paper The Independent
appeared to back him up,
reporting that six British
soldiers would be charged

“within days”.

The soldiers to be
charged were from the
Queen’s Lancashire Regi-
ment, which is at the centre
of the row over pictures
purportedly showing British
troops beating and urinating
on an Iraqi prisoner.

At least one soldier
would be charged in
connection with the death
of hotel receptionist Baha
Moussa, 28, who died after
being severely beaten by
British troops while in
custody, the Independent
reported. The nature of the
other charges was not
known.

The British Defence

Ministry admitted four
soldiers had been arrested as
partofinvestigations into the
abuse of Iraqi prisoners, but
said they were later released
and no charges had been laid.

Speculation over Mr
Blair’s future intensified on
Friday when his deputy, John
Prescott, talked openly about
the prospect of a leadership
change in the Labour Party.

Asked in a newspaper
interview whether senior
ministers were preparing
themselves for life post-
Blair, MrPrescottsaid: “Yes,
people do talk about it and
you get that discussion ...
every British Prime Minister
goes eventually.”

Armed militiamen patrol the centre of the holy city of Najaf, Irag, on 15 May, 2004
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American tanks charged into the centre of this holy-cityTerNET

One report yesterday
said Mr Prescott and
Chancellor Gordon Brown,
the odds-on favourite to
succeed Mr Blair, discussed
a “peaceful” leadership
succession while in
Scotland last week.

The Sunday Time
reported that Mr Brown’s
allies had drawn up
“detailed plans” foraBrown
government following a
handover of power at the
Labour Party conference
later this year.

The YouGov poll found
46 per cent of voters wanted
Mr Blair to stand down
before the nextelection, and
22 per cent wanted him to
go after the ballot. Only 20
per cent said he should stay
on as prime minister if re-
elected.

An overwhelming 93
per cent said the Iraq war
had damaged Mr Blair
politically. —Internet

Iraq guerillas drive
Italians from base

Bacghpap, 17 May — Fighters loyal to radical cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr drove Italian forces from a base in the
southern city of Nasiriyah on Sunday and attacked coalition
headquarters there with grenade and mortar fire as tensions

Sin the Shiite region escalated. Two US soldiers died
elsewhere.Gunmen also killed three Iraqi women working

for the US-led coalition.

Two Iraqi fighters were killed and 20 were wounded in
battles in Nasiriyah, mostly at two bridges crossing the
Euphrates River, residents said.

The Italian troops evacuated as their base came under
repeated attack. Portuguese police were called out to support
the Italians, seeing action for the first time since the force of
128 deployed to Nasiriyah in November, a Portuguese duty
officer said, speaking on condition of anonymity.

At least 10 Italians were wounded, one of the critically,
contingent spokesman Lt Col Giuseppe Perrone told The
Associated Press by phone. He said the Italians relocated to

the nearby Tallil air base.

Elsewhere in Nasiriyah, aconvoy transporting the Italian
official in charge of the city, Barbara Contini, came under
attack as it neared the headquarters of the U.S.-led Coalition
Provisional Authority, Perrone said. Two Italian paramilitary

police were wounded.

Internet

US takes over Spanish base in Iraq

BacHpaD, 17 May—US troops have taken over operations at the Spanish
military base in south-central Iraq as Spanish troops continue with their withdrawal
from the country, the Defence Ministry in Madrid said today:.

The transfer ceremony was made in
Diwaniyah, 100 miles south of Baghdad.

At the ceremony, Spanish General Jose
Manuel Munoz thanked Spain’s coalition
partners and the population of Diwaniyah
for their affection, the Defence Ministry
said.

The Spanish flag will fly over the base
until the departure of the last convoy, with

afien Munoz remaining its commander until

then, the Ministry added.

Senator Hillary Clinton says Bush
administration on wrong track in Iraq

Some 1,000 logistic experts and other
troops are still in Diwaniyah to ship material

home, and are expected to leave Iraq by May
27. Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero, whose Socialist party won general
elections in March, ordered the troops home
saying he saw no sign that his terms for
keeping them there beyond June 30 would
be met.

Those conditions were that the United
Nations assume military and political control
of the occupation.

Some 1,300 troops were sent to Iraq by
former Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar to
support the US-led occupation.—Internet

New York, 17 May— Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton said she would “perhaps”
support the resignation of Defence Secretary Donald H Rumsfeld if his stepping dow

marked a change in the Bush administration’s approach to the war in Iraq.

“I have a problem that goes far beyond”
the US military’s abuse of Iraqi prisoners,
Clinton saidin aninterview broadcast Sunday
on NewsChannel 4’s “News Forum.”

“I think that this leadership team in the
Bush administration ... has made a pattern
and practice of misjudgments that add up
to incompetence and lack of credibility,”
she said. “If 1 thought that removing
Rumsfeld would change the direction
of this administration, perhaps I would be
for it.”

Rumsfeld himself would have to decide
whether he should step down, because
“clearly the President is not going to hold
him or anybody else accountable for

anything,” Clinton said.

Congress, too, deserved blame for not
doing enough to question President Bush’s
campaign in Iraq, she said. Lawmakers had
long given the president “power of attorney”
in responding to the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, she said.

“The problem is that that trust, that
willingness to suspend judgment for a period
of time ... was not returned with the kind of
good judgment and honest disclosures that
one would hope for from the administration,”
she said.

Clinton declined to discuss her career
ambitions, including whether she would run
for President.—Internet

=

US Army soldiers move into position after gunfire was heard in the centre of Baghdad,
Irag, on 15 May, 2004-INTERNET

Malaysian PM urges youth to acquire skills

KuarLa Lumpur, 17 May
—Malaysian Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
Saturday urged youth to ac-
quire skills in various fields
and excel in whatever they
do. “If we are not competi-
tive and not in the forefront
of economic development
then we will be left behind
while other countries forge
ahead,” the Prime Minister

said at the National Youth
Day rally at Stadium Putra
here. “See, India has devel-
oped by leaps and bounds
and Thailand is coming up
while Singapore has long
been our competitor,” he
said.

The theme of this year’s
celebration is “Excellent
Youth, Glorious Nation,
Country of Distinction”.

The youths should help
develop the national
economy by venturing into
business and setting up their
own viable companies, he
said.

Malaysianeeds a progres-
siveandresilient youth to take
on the challenges of a knowl-
edge-economy eraand atrans-
forming world, Abdullah
said.— MNA/Xinhua

China leads world in motor vehicle production

BEUING, 17 May— China
has become one of the
world’s largest producers of
motor vehicles, according to
Duan Liren, a member of
the professional panel for the
“through transport scheme”
launched by the Chinese
ministries of Public Secu-
rity and Construction.

The country turned out

19.95 million motor vehicles
last year, including 4.45
million automobiles, 13 mil-
lion motorcycles and 2.5
million vehicles for agricul-
tural use, said Duan at the
five-day second Sino-Span-
ish Forum for Urban Trans-
port that closed here on
Friday.

According to Duan,

China has been producing
10 million motorcycles an-
nually since 1997, account-
ing for half of the world’ s
total production, and the
country’s annual production
of vehicles for agricultural
use has been stabilized
around two million to three
million since 1995.
MNA/Xinhua
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Bush vows to prevent further prison abuses in Iraq

WasHINGTON, 17 May — US President George W Bush said on Saturday he was determined that Iraqi pris

—

O

abuses will never happen again, as he took stock of a difficult week in Iraq.

In his weekly radio ad-
dress, Bush again suggested
the abuse scandal was limited
to those directly involved at
Baghdad’s Abu GhraibPrison.
He pointed out that charges
have been filed against seven
soldiers and the first trial is set
to begin next week.

“My administration and
our military are determined
that such abuses never hap-
pen again,” Bush said. “All

Americans know that the ac-
tions of a few do not reflect
the true character of the
United States Armed
Forces.”

US military interroga-
tion techniques have come
under scrutiny following
revelations of abuse at Abu
Ghraib, which had been a
torture centre under ousted
president Saddam Hussein.

Prisoners were kept na-

ked, stacked on top of each
other, compelled to wear
hoods over their heads,
forced to engage in sex acts,
struck by American jailers,
and photographed in humili-
ating poses.

Defence officials said on
Friday that the US military
had prohibited several inter-
rogation methods from be-
ing used in Iraq, including
sleep and sensory depriva-

Powell apologizes to Iragis abuse

at Abu Ghraib

Deap Sea Coast, 17 May— Secretary of State Colin Powell apologized Sunday t
Iraqgi prisoners abused by US soldiers, one day after he gave a speech in which

promised justice but left many Arabs angry and distrustful.

President Bush on May 6
said he was “sorry for the
humiliation” of Iraqis who
were kept naked, stacked on
top of each other, forced to
engage in sex acts, struck by
American jailers and
photographed at the Abu
Ghraib prison.

“The president has
expressed an apology on
behalf of the nation. (I will)
reinforce that apology. We
are devastated by what

happened at Abu Ghraib. We
apologize to those who were
abused in such an awful
manner,” Powell told
reporters.

Powell spoke in Jordan
oneday after he gave a speech
designed to blunt Arab anger
at the abuse of prisoners but
in which he failed to offer an
explicit apology.

Arab businessmen and
politicians who heard the
speech on Saturday ata World

Economic Forum meeting in
Jordan questioned his sincerity
and doubted his promise that
the United States would
investigate and prosecute
those accused of abuses.

US credibility in the
Arab world has been
shredded by the prisoner
abusesinlraq, whichremains
a caldron of violence since
the US-led invasion toppled
Saddam Hussein a year
ago.—Internet

tion and body “stress posi-

tions”. The abuse scandal,
coupled with other bad news
from Iraq, has been a factor
in a drop in Bush’s approval
rating.

A Newsweekpoll re-
leased on Saturday showed
the President’s approval
rating sliding to 42 per cent,
a new low for his presi-
dency.

Bush has stood by De-
fence Secretary Donald

dumsfeld amid calls by

emocrats for him to resign
over the abuse scandal.
Bush said in his radio
address that the United States
owas working with Iraqi lead-
fs&s on an interim Iraqi gov-
ernment to take power on
June 30. US troops will stay
in Iraq after that for security,
he said.

“America will keep its
commitmentto the independ-
ence and national dignity of
the Iraqi people,” he said.

MNA/Reuters

Report says first British soldiers
to be charged over Iraq torture

Lonpon, 17 May— Some six British soldiers will be
charged “within days” over torture in Iraq and the death
of an Iragi in military custody, a London-based

newspaper said.

The soldiers to be charged are from the Queen’s Lancashire
Regiment — at the centre of the row over hoax pictures of
supposed torture in the Daily Mirror newspaper — said The

Independendn Sunday.

The charges would be the first levelled against British
soldiers since the war in Iraq began. At least one soldier will
be charged in connection with the death of 28-year-old hotel
receptionist Baha Moussa, who allegedly died after being
severely beaten by British troops while in custody, the
newspaper said. The nature of the other charges are not
known, it added. Britain’s Defence Ministry said Saturday
it had arrested four British soldiers as part of investigations
into the abuse of prisoners in Iraq, but they were later
released and no charges have been filed.

The spokeswoman did not say whether the arrests were
linked to the probe into the faked photographs of British
troops torturing Iraqis published by the Daily Mirror , which
on Friday issued a humbling apology for running them and

sacked its editor.

The pictures, first printed on 1 May, appeared to show
British troops beating and urinating on an Iragi.—Internet

World donors inject $1b into Iraq fund

Deabp Sea Coast (Jor-
dan), 17 May— World do-
nors have made good on
pledges to inject about one
billion US dollars of the 33
billion US dollars of aid ear-
marked for Iraq’s rebuilding
into trust funds run by the
United Nations and World
Bank, the country’s Planning
Minister said on Saturday.

Mehdi al-Hafedh told
reporters ahead of a World
Economic Forum meeting in
Jordan that donors would
assess the flow of aid and
make more pledges at a May
25-26 meeting in Doha.

“We now have in the
range of more than one bil-
lion US dollars now and I
expect more to come,”
Hafedh said. “This is money
deposited in the (trust)
funds.”

The funds have come in
despite escalating violence
inIraq thathas seen scores of
foreign civilian contractors
involved in the reconstruc-
tion process slain or kid-
napped, Hafedh said.

“There are problems, no
doubt, and this will continue
as a concern to us. Without
security and stability in the
country it will be difficult
for us to proceed,” said
Hafedh, charged with over-
seeing relations with donors.

Several countries that
opposed the US-led war to
oust president Saddam
Hussein, including France
and Germany, refused to con-
tribute any aid to Baghdad if
the United States and Britain
—who currently occupy Iraq
— control the funds.

They said they preferred

to give aid directly to Iraq or
contribute to trust funds run
and audited independently,
while Washington has been
injecting its billions of re-
construction money directly
into Iraqi projects.

Hafedh had outlined four
billion US dollars of projects
for donor consideration at a
February meeting in Abu
Dhabito activate aid pledges
made ata September donors’
summit in Madrid.

At the time, the United
States said it would have
committed 10 billion US
dollars of the 18.6 billion US
dollars it has earmarked for
Iraqi reconstruction by mid-
year. Other donors said they
would funnel one billion US
dollars of the aid they had
pledged in Madrid to the trust
funds.— MNA/Reuters

US Marines from the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment patrol in Nasar Wa Salam,
Irag, on 15 May, 2004, as smoke rises in the distance from a mortar attack at a fuel
depot in Abu Ghraib—INTERNET

US Marines detain two Iragi men in Nasar Wa Salam,,loadql5 May, 2004-—INTERNET

Two lragi women killed in bus attack

BacHpaD, 17May— Gunmen fired on a minibus Sunday, killing two Iragi women
who worked for the US-led coalition, and assailants in a southern city killed a coalition
translator and critically injured another, police and witnesses said.

A US soldier, mean-
while, was killed and another
was wounded in a roadside
bombing Saturday night, the
military said.

The attackers who fired
on the bus in Baghdad also
detonated explosives in it,
killing the driver and injuring
another woman. Lt Ali
Omran of al-Dora police
station said the women were
working for the Americans,
but he did not specify their

fought Italian troops at two
bridges across the Euphrates
riveron Sunday. Twoal-Sadr
militiamen were killed and
20 were injured, residents
said.

Six Italian soldiers were
slightly wounded, said Maj
Antonio Sottile, spokesman
for Italian troops in Iraq.
Militiamen were shooting
from a civilian hospital, but
Italian troops did not fire
toward the facility to avoid

civilian deaths, he said.
The ANSAnews agency
said a convoy transporting
the Italian official in charge
of Nasiriyah, Barbara
Contini, came under attack
as it neared coalition
headquarters, but that she
was uninjured. Two
carabinieri paramilitary
police were injured, the
agency said, citing military
sources.
Internet

jobs.

Early Sunday, an Iraqi
woman working with US
troops as a translator was
killed and another was
critically injured when
gunmen broke into their
houses in Mahmoudiyah,
said Dawood al-Taee,
director of the city’s hospital.

In the southern city of
Nasiriyah, forces loyal to

cleric Muqtada al-Sadr’s

Strong explosion heard Iin
central Baghdad

BaGHDAD, 17 May— A strong explosion was heard in
central Baghdad on Sunday, and large pillar of smoke rose
near the Green Zone headquarters of the US-run occupation.

It was unclear what caused the blast, which was heard
about 2:40 pm or whether it was in the controlled zone. The
smoke could be seen rising from the west side of the Tigris
River. A rocketstruck the Green Zone on Saturday, wounding
one US soldier and one civilian, the US military said.

Internet



US military hit by another Afghan abuse charge

KasuL, 17 May— The US military in Afghanistan has launched its second investigation into prisoner abuse |i

a week, as the scandal over the treatment of Iragi detainees threatens to spread.

US spokesman Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Tucker
Mansager told reporters on
Saturday that fresh allega-
tions of mistreatment were
relayed to the military on
Thursday, days after aformer
detainee said he had been
sexually abused in 2003.

“Upon notification, coa-
lition forces launched an
immediate investigationinto
this matter,” he said. “Coali-
tion forces are committed to
ensuring that all detainees

are treated humanely and
consistent with International
Law.”

He added that such alle-
gations threatened the mili-
tary’s interests in Afghani-
stan.

“Our investigation is
proof that we are concerned
about these things,” he said.
“Our centre of gravity is the
Afghan people. When alle-
gations like this come to
light, that can affect that cen-
tre of gravity and we take

that very seriously.”

There were few details of
the latest complaint, except
that it was made to the US
military via a third party.

On Wednesday, the
Americans launched an in-
vestigation into allegations
made by a former police of-
ficer, Sayed Nabi Siddiqui,
that he had been subjected to
beating, sleep deprivation,
taunts and sexual abuse dur-
ing about 40 days in US cus-
tody last year.
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US soldiers stand guard while Iragi men wave to a bus load of prisoners leaving
Abu Ghraib prison compound in route to an undisclosed location where they were
released on 15 May,2004INTERNET.
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Human Rights Watch has
complained of prisoner abuse
in Afghanistan before, and
this week called the problem
“systemic’.

Hundreds of Islamic mili-
tant suspects are in deten-
tion centres around the
country, including to the
main one at Bagram air base
north of Kabul. Some are
sent on to Guantanamo Bay
in Cuba, where many are
kept incommunicado for
months.

A division of the US mili-
tary is still investigating the
deaths of two Afghans at
Bagram in December, 2002.
A third Afghan died in
Asadabad, near the Pakistani
border, in June, 2003.

The US military leads a
force of around 20,000 sol-
diers in Afghanistan hunting
down militants from the al-
Qaeda network and the
ousted Taleban regime.

MNA/Reuters

Iragi Shiite youths throw stones at a US military convoy
populated Shiite district of Al-

in the centre of the most
Sadr city in Baghdad, on

15 May 15, 2004NTERNET

Two Sadr fighters killed in Kerbala clash

KereaLa (Iraqg), 17 May — US forces clashed with fighters loyal to Iraq’s rebe
Shiite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr early on Saturday, killing at least two guerillas and

wounding seven others, witnesses said.

It was the latest round in more than a
month of fighting that has turned the Shiite
shrine cities of Iraq into battlefields, with
US forces trying to crush an uprising by
Sadr’s forces across southern Iraq and in the

capital Baghdad.

Witnesses said occupying troops de-
stroyed Sadr’s office in Kerbala, where his
fighters had been set up, while helicopters
blasted positions of the firebrand cleric’s
Mehdi Army with cannon fire.

US snipers perched on the roofs of build-
ings surrounding the shrines of Imam
Hussein and Imam Abbas, an area that is
among the most sacred ground in Shiite

Islam and which has witnessed fierce
firefights in recent days.

Sadr’s men have seized police stations
and government buildings in southern cities
during the fighting. Kerbala police denied
reports they had lost control of a station on
the fringes of the city along with its store of
weapons. It could not immediately be veri-
fied whether the station had been seized.

The shrine area, normally packed with
Shiite Muslim pilgrims from Iran and other
countries, was deserted, and stores at its edges
were closed, some having had their windows
smashed and their merchandise looted in the
wake of the fighting. —MNA/Reuters

Poll shows almost half British
voters say Blair should go

Lonbon, 17 May — Speculation about the future of Prime Minister Tony Blair
intensified on Sunday, with an opinion poll showing nearly half of British voters think
tng@ should step down before the next general election.

|ater Blair’s public ratings
have plummeted since the
Iraq war, and growing num-
bers of Labour members of
Parliament are openly won-
dering whether he has be-
come an electoral liability.

A YouGov poll for The
Sunday Timefound 46 per
cent of those surveyed said
Blair should quit before the
next election, expected in
about a year’s time.

Another 22 per cent want

him to go soon after an elec-
tion, while just 20 per cent
say he should stay, accord-
ing to the poll.

Asked whether they trust
Blair, 61 per cent said “no”
and 36 per cent “yes”.

Major Iraqi newspaper demands Rumsfeld quit

Baghpap, 17 May —
One of Iraq’s most widely
read newspapers calledon US
Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld to quit on Saturday
over American abuse of Iraqi
detainees.

Twodaysafter Rumsfeld
visited Baghdad’s Abu
Ghraib Prison, Azzaman
printed a rare front-page
editorial that recalled his role
in negotiating with Saddam
Husseinin the 1980s and said
he should have used the trip
to resign and free Iraqi
prisoners.

“Rumsfeld, who humi-
liated the Iraqi Army and
undermined the history and
dignity of the Iraqgi people,
forgot the unforgettable
offence his soldiers meted out
to the sons of Iraq in Abu

Ghraib,” the paper said.

“Rumsfeld, who is
known for his history of
collaboration with Saddam,
should have announced his
resignation from Baghdad to
satisfy the oppressed Iraqi
people,” it added, describing
his visit to Abu Ghraib as
“choreographed show-
business”.

Rumsfeld has resisted
callsathome forhimtoresign
over the conductof US troops,
seven of whom have been
charged with maltreating
and sexually humiliating
detainees in Abu Ghraib.

President George W.
Bush, fighting for re-election,
has stood by Rumsfeld despite
outrage in Iraq and abroad
provoked by the publication
of lurid photographs of the

abuse.

Many Iraqis, backed up
by reports from the Red Cross
of systematic torture, believe
beatings and even killings by
US soldiers are common-
place. That is undermining
US authority in the country
as Washington prepares to
hand back power to an Iraqi
interim government on June
30. US officials, including
Secretary of State Colin
Powell and Bush’s spokes-
man Scott McClellan, said on
Friday that US troops would
not stay where they were not
welcome but voiced
confidence that an Iraqi
government would ask them
to stay on. Many Iraqis fear a
hurried US departure would
create anarchy.

MNA/Reuters

Detained Briton

videotaped Guantanamo abuse

A third Briton detained at
Guantanamo Bay told a newspaper he was mistreated b
his US captors and said guards at the camp in Cub

Lonpbon, 17 May —

filmed his beatings

Tarek Dergoul, 26, from
London, was one of five
Britons released from the
camp in March. Four oth-
ers, said by Washington to
be more dangerous, remain
captive.

He told The Observer
newspaper on Sunday he had
been repeatedly assaulted by
Camp Delta’s punishment
squad, the Extreme Reaction
Force, during his 22-month
imprisonment.

“They pepper-sprayed
me in the face and I started
vomiting,” he was quoted as
saying. “They pinned me
down and attacked me, pok-
ing their fingers in my eyes,
and forced my head into the
toilet and flushed.

“They tied me up like a
beast and then they were
kneeling on me, kicking and
punching.

“Finally they dragged
me out of the cell in
chains...and shaved my
beard, my hair and my eye-
brows,” he said.

“There was always this
guy behind the squad, film-

Blair has vowed to fight

SayS U S g u ardS the next election and on Fri-

ing everything that hap-
pened,” he added.

Last week, two other
British inmates wrote an
open letter to President
George W Bush, saying they
were beaten and accusing
US military officials of de-
liberately misleading the
public about interrogation
techniques used  at
Guantanamo.

The US military, whose
interrogation techniques
have come under fire amid
revelations of abuse of pris-
oners at the Abu Ghraib Jail
near Baghdad, has denied
allegations of abuse at
Guantanamo, where more
than 600 people are being
held without charge or ac-
cess to lawyers.

Shafiq Rasul and Asif
Igbal said in their letter to
Bush that they were forced
to squat with their hands
shackled to the floor for
hours during questioning,
and that dogs, strobe lights
and loud music were used to
disorientate them.

MNA/Reuters

day called speculation about
his future “froth”.

But the following day the
Times ran an interview with

YDeputy Prime Minister John

@Prescott on its front page
under the headline “Race to
seize Blair’s crown is under
way”.

Prescott’s office later is-
sued a statement saying the
headline was “untrue”.

In the interview, Prescott
was quoted as saying senior
ministers had discussed a
future without Blair and were
suggesting they were prepar-
ing for aseismic shiftin gov-
ernment.

“Ithinkitis true that, when
plates appear to be moving,
everyone positions them-
selves for it,” Prescott said.

Asked whether senior
ministers were preparing for
anew leader orhad discussed
it, Prescott said: “Yes, peo-
ple do talk about it and you
get that discussion...every
British prime minister goes
eventually.”

Sunday’s YouGov poll
confirmed the widely held
view that the favourite to
succeed Blair is Chancellor
of the Exchequer Gordon
Brown.

It surveyed 2,014 voters
online between May 13 and
May 15. — MNA/Reuters
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British troops fight off
Iraqg, killing 20

BacHDAD, 17 May— British troops killed up to 20 Iraqis as the soldiers fought their
way out of a series of three roadside ambushes in southern Iraq, a British militar
spokesman in Irag said on Saturday.

Two British soldiers
were wounded when a con-
voy headed north on Friday
toward the city of Amara
from their main base at Basra
came under attack. Troops
returned fire “to save their
lives”.

A second patrol which
came to the rescue was am-
bushed by guerillas who
detonated a roadside bomb
and opened fire with mor-
tars, rocket-propelled gre-
nades and machineguns, the
spokesman said. In all, there
were three attacks, he
added.

“About 20 were killed
and 13 captured,” the spokes-
man said, adding that some
Iraqis were being treated for
wounds.

“We regret they were
forced to respond but we will

protect our lives,” he said.

The British took no fur-
ther casualties and the two
initially wounded were be-
ing treated. A Defence Min-
istry spokesman in London,
who declined to identify the
regimentinvolved, added that
the wounded were expected
to survive.

The spokesman in Iraq
said it was not yet clear who
the attackers were. The pris-
oners were being questioned.

The ambushes came on a
day of widespread violence
across southern Iraq, as fight-
ers from Shiite Muslim cleric
Mogqtada al-Sadr’s Mehdi
Army militia struck back at
US-led coalition forces.

In Samawa, at the north-
ernend of the British-run area
of operations, troops clashed
with Sadr’s militiamen over-

night, the British spokesman
in Iraq said, but sustained no
casualties. Fighters had set
up roadblocks in the town
andresisted attempts by Iraqi
police to remove them, he
said.

Dutch and Japanese
troops are based in Samawa.

In Nassiriya, controlled
by Italian forces, militiamen
besieged the offices of the
occupation authority, firing
rifles and rocket-propelled
grenades, the British spokes-
man said. “A  number of
militia are believed to have
been killed,” he added.

An Italian spokesman in
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An elderly Iragi man sits outside Abu Ghraib prison near Baghdad, while he waits to

get information about a relative being held inside the jail, on 15 May, 2004drERNET

the building said fighting had
died down after dawn but it
was still unclear whether the
guerillas were in control of
the town centre.
MNA/Reuters

US Marines detain a blindfolded Iragi man in Nasar Wa Salam, Iraq, on 15 May, 2

INTERNET

Deputy PM stirs speculation
about Blair’s future

Lonpon, 17 May— His popularity flagging since the Iraq war, British Prime
Minister Tony Blair faced renewed speculation on Saturday that he may resign after
his deputy said senior ministers had discussed who might take his place.

The Timesan an inter-
view with Deputy Prime
Minister John Prescott on its
front page under the head-
line “Race to seize Blair’s
crown is under way”’.

Prescott’s office issued
a statement on Saturday say-
ing the Timesheadline was
“untrue”.

Intheinterview, Prescott
was quoted as saying senior
ministers had discussed a
future without Blair and sug-
gesting they were preparing
for a seismic shiftin govern-
ment.

“T think it is true that,
when plates appear to be
moving, everyone positions

ZdB&rn§elves ff)r it,”. Prescgtt
said in the interview with
the Times

Chavez tells Bush to ask Pope’s
pardon for lraq war

Caracas (Venezuela), 17 May — US President George W Bush should kneel bef
Pope John Paul and ask for forgiveness for abuses committed by US soldiers

Irag,Venezuelan Presiden

In his latest jibe against
the US leader, the outspoken
left-wing Venezuelan Presi-
dent urged Bush to use his
planned visit to the Vatican
on June 4 to announce the
withdrawal of US troops
from Iraq.

“Even though he’s not a
Catholi... he should ask
God’s forgiveness at the
Vatican... go down on his
knees in front of the Pope
and ask for the forgiveness
of the world, not just the Iraqi
people,” Chavez told a news
conference in Caracas.

While he criticized the
actions of US troops, the
Venezuelan leader also con-
demned as “a horror” the
decapitation of US business-
man Nick Berg by Islamic
militants in Iraq.

He made the comments

t Hugo Chavez said on Friday.

after noting that senior Vati-
can officials had criticized
the abuse of Iraqi prisoners
by American soldiers which
has caused an international
scandal.

demned Bush for waging the
warinIraq. He called the US
Presidenta “jerk” earlier this
year and accuses his admin-
istration of seeking to topple
him, a charge denied by

Over the last few months, | Washington.

Chavez has repeatedly con- MNA/Reuters

Two US soldiers killed in Baghdad

BacgHDAD, 17 May — Two US soldiers were killed by
guerillas in two separate attacks south of Baghdad, the US
military said in a statement on Saturday. One soldier died at
3 pm Friday from wounds sustained during a mortar bombing
and a second was killed by sniper gunshots, said the statement.

The military said two more soldiers also died in non-
combat incidents: One was killed when his vehicle over-
turned early Saturday and another died of natural causes on
Friday. Three of the four soldiers were from the 1st Ar-
moured Division and all the names were withheld pending
notification of their families.

The latest deaths brought to 781 the number of US
soldiers killed in Iraq since the US-led invasion started
March last year, and 568 of them were killed by hostile fire.

MNA/Xinhua

Asked if senior minis-
ters were preparing for anew
leader or had discussed it,
Prescott said: “Yes, people

ol talk about it and you get
thatdiscussion... every Brit-
ish Prime Minister goes
eventually.”

But in the statement is-
sued on Saturday Prescott
played down the significance
of his comments. “Of course
there has been speculation
over the leadership, but the
reality is there is no race for
the prime minister’s posi-
tion,” he said.

Blair’s office declined
to comment. His spokesmen
have repeatedly denied ru-
mours he is planning to re-
sign ahead of an election
expected next year.

Blair’s trust ratings
plummeted after the [raq war
and his governmenthas been
hit by negative headlines on
issues from Europe and the
Middle East to health and
public services.

Blair, who swept to
power with a landslide elec-

113

tion win in 1997, dismissed | had been working “ex-

talk of his resignation as
“froth” on Friday.

But newspapers have
speculated there is growing
support within the govern-
ment for Chancellor of the
Exchequer Gordon Brown,
Blair’s key ally and main
rival for the leadership.

Prescottconfirmedin the
Timesinterview that Blair
and Brown had a “pretty se-
rious breakdown in rela-
tions” soon after Labour
came to power, but said they

tremely well” together more
recently.

Political folklore says
the pair made a pact in 1994
that if Blair became prime
minister he would one day
step aside to allow Brown to
take over.

Prescott admitted that
Labour had been “rather
dampened by the whole busi-
ness of Iraq”. “We under-
stand that it has been diffi-
cult,” he told the paper.

MNA/Reuters

Four British soldiers questioned
over abuse claims

LonpoNn, 17 May — Four British soldiers have been
quizzed over alleged mistreatment of Iraqi prisoners, Brit-
ain’s Defence Ministry said on Saturday, a day after a
newspaper editor was sacked for printing hoax pictures of

such abuse.

The questioning of the soldiers about abuse cases unre-
lated to the hoax pictures showed that pressure was still on
the government despite the backtracking by The Daily

Mirror.

The ministry said the four had been arrested and re-

leased without charge by military police probing some of the
alleged cases against British troops.

“The interviews were standard practice in an investiga-
tion of this nature,” an MoD spokeswoman said, adding the
arrests were unrelated to the fake photos.

“No charges have been made against any individual and
no individuals are currently in custody.”—MNA/Reuters

Chavez suspects US lying like
“Pinocchio”

Caracas (Venezuela), 17 May — Venezuela’s Presi-
dent Hugo Chavez said he suspected the US was lying “like
Pinocchio” when it denied any involvement in what he has
called a plot by his enemies to topple him.

Chavez’ government said on Sunday it had captured a
force of Colombian paramilitaries near Caracas that were
part of a plan to kill him, attack the presidential palace and
take over military and oil plants in the world’s No 5 crude
exporter.

“We have serious doubts about the US Government. I’d
like to believe them, but the US Government is like Pinocchio,
its nose is longer than the earth’s diameter,” Chavez told
foreign correspondents.

MNA/Reuters
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From National Convention to a new nation

Aung Si Hein

The National Convention which has been adjourned
since 1996 was reconvened on 17 May 2004. Eight
delegate groups —the political parties’ delegate group;
the representatives-elect group, the nationalities delegate
group; the peasants delegate group; the workers delegate
group; the State service personnel delegate group; the
intellectuals and intelligentsia delegate group; and other
invited delegate group — have thoroughly discussed points
on formation of the State, legislation, judiciary and
administration and laid down fundamental principles and
details for the new Constitution.

The local and international experiences encountered
by the people during the period of eight years when the
National Convention was adjourned will be the vigorizer
for the National Convention being reconvened. Such
experiences will add more strength to the fundamental
principles and details. Sayings in political science said
that without a Constitution, a nation cannot exist
properly and without the nation, systematic and
progressive society cannot be in existenck.shows that
the Constitution is of utmost importance for the emergence
of a new nation. In fact, a nation means the combination
of four characteristics such as population, territory,
Government and sovereignty.

This article is aimed at presenting points to be
pondered by providing examples of some nations in view
of building up a new nation possessing the above-
mentioned four characteristics and practising multi-party
system and market oriented economy.

First, we have to study the points regarding to
population. Greek philosopher Aristotle (BC 384-322) said
that for a nation, population should not be too much to
have difficulty in administration as well as too few to
have difficulty in ensuring secure and peaceful social life
of the people. Population should be the amount adequate
to bring about prosperous life. Nowadays, China with about
1,300 million people has the largest population. Nauru
with 13,000 population is the least populated republic.
French philosopher Ruseau (AD 1712-1778) said that
population should not be less than 10,000 to build u
a democratic nation.His expression is noteworthy.

Secondly, we have to study the characteristics of
territory. There must be precisely designated land territory,
water territory and air territory. It must be drawn vividly
on the map. Generally, the territory is designated by natural
marks such as sea, river, mountain and forest. Wall, barbed
wire and trench when necessary can be used, it is learnt.
The population should be in good harmony with the
territory of the nation. Too small territory renders narrow
outlook and slows down the development pace. At present,
Nauru with 21 square kilometres is the smallest republic
in the world. Canada with 9,970,610 square kilometres
has the largest territory.

There is a saying which goes “Government is the
soul of the State”. The Government is held responsible
for carrying out the tasks without fail for the rule of law
and order and the prevalence of peace and tranquillity;
establishment of administrative machinery; safeguarding
lives and property of the people; preventing anarchy; uplift
of cultural standard of the people; and formation of social
organizations.

The term “sovereignty” is defined as Attribute of
State. The three branches of State power — legislative,
judicial and administrative powers — are the concern of
the entire people. The sovereignty should be in consonance
with the laws promulgated. As regards internal affairs,
there must be no parallel government or rival government.
As regards external affairs, it should be safeguarded to be
free from alien control or external domination.

It is also required to review the forms of
governments in those nations possessing the above-
mentioned four characteristics. In ancient times, there
flourished absolute monarchy. Along with the civilization,
there emerged constitutional monarchy with monarchs and
parliaments jointly keeping the balance. Based on
diversities in political outlook, there emerged multi-party
system.

With the emergence of political parties, there were
revolutions against monarchism. There emerged republics
throughout the world. All over the world, there emerged
some nations practising federal system such as USA,

pwas established and finally it collapsed and disintegrated.

Canada, Switzerland, Germany and India; those practising
unitary system such as Britain, France and China; those
practising uni-cameralism such as China and Bangladesh;
those practising bi-cameralism such as Britain, USA,
Canada, Japan, France and Australia; those practicing one-
party system and those practising multi-party democracy
system.

Administrative mechanism of governments in the
world can also be seen in three categories. The first one
is with King or President as National Head and with Prime
Minister providing close supervision over the government.
In this category, the Prime Minister handles administrative

Efficient use of electricity

*  Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of elec}
tricity only if there is not enough

natural light

* Use the least possible amount of elec}
tricity required in production and
service enterprises

*

Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 households ug
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a
four-foot fluorescentlamp everyday by each
household amounts to saving power that i
eqgual to the capacity a 20-megawatt powel
station can supply.

power and legislative power. Such parliamentary
governments can be seen in Britain, Japan and Thailand.
Another category is presidential government and the
president provides close supervision to the government.
In such category, the President handles administrative
power. Judicial and legislative bodies are not under the
control of the President and they exist as separate organs.
Such governments can be seen in USA; South Korea and
the Philippines. The remaining category is quasi-
presidential model of government. Such governments can
be seen in France and Sri Lanka.

There are various

State formation,

administration and democratic practise. There can be

developed nations must be studied and applied inj

harmony with the conditions of one’s nation. Lesson
should also be drawn from the world’s political

incidents and assessments should be made for longh

term interests and avoiding any mistake.

In this connection, | would like to mention some
nations which practise the federal systemNormally,
having a vast geographical area and diversities of national
races, languages and cultures lead to establishment of a
multi-national state. With this as the base, the Soviet Union

It shows that it was not caused by Constitution but caused
by other reasons. USA was also established with the same
base and now it is popular as a Union practising the federal
system. However, in the book entitled ‘“Principles of
Modern Political Science” by Johari, political science
expert, it is criticized that “In the rich countries like the
USA democracy is degenerated into plutocracy or the
perverted rule of the wealthy persons”. A lesson should
be drawn from it.

Switzerland, a small nation, is a model in practising
the federal system and genuine democracy. Switzerland is
a little bit smaller than Taninthayi Division of Myanmar.
It has 26 states of big and small sizes. Of them, some
states are still practising the Open-air parliament system.
Under this system, voters congregated at a designated
square and cast votes openly without using ballot boxes in
choosing the most suitable candidates and in approving
the tax rate.

Myanmar has experienced parliamentary
democracy and multi-party system, a single-party
system of socialist party, and the current Tatmadaw
Government period in which the genuine nationa
politics is focused without any political colours. Socio
economic infrastructures regarding education, health
transport, irrigation, agriculture, border and rural
development have emerged in various States ar
Divisions. Hence, it can be said that to build up
modern Union, the national people have profound
experiences.

In short, the delegates are the ones who c3
make collective and beneficial suggestions by utilizin
the time most beneficially at the National Conventiorn
which has reconvened. It is incumbent upon the entir
national people to prepare and polish the Constitution

(draft) as much as possible. In hailing the National

Convention being held, | wish the entire national people

to join hands with the Tatmadaw and conveniently

and smoothly march from the National Convention to

a new, modern and developed nation.
skesteskeskosk

(Translation: T.Htut + NY + TS)

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car pe
month will save the nation one US dolla

* Thus, atotal of 455,822 cars in Myanma
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can builg
a major bridge across Ayeyawady Rive

found advantages and disadvantages in every State
formation, administration and democratic practice.
Therefore, for development of a nation it will not be

reasonable to copy a certain nationAdvantages of

>

S

All this needs to be known

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeass
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National Convention reconvenes ...

(from page 1)
(KNPP) Dragon Group,
Kayinni National Progres-
sive Party (KNPP) (Splin-
ter, Hoya), Kayinni National
Unity and Solidarity and
Organization (Ka Ma Sa
Nya), Shan State Nationali-
ties People’s Liberation Or-
ganization (Ya La La Pha),
New Mon State Party,
Democratic Kayin Buddhist
Association (DKBA),
Haungthayaw Special Re-
gion Group, Phayagon Spe-
cial Region Group, Shan

Delegates arriv

State National Army, Burma
Communist Party (Rakhine
Group), Homein Region
Welfare and Development
Group, Shwepyiaye (MTA)
Group, Manpan Regional
Militia Group, Mon Armed
Peace Group (Chaungchi
Region), Mon Splinter Nai
Saik Chan Group and
Arakanese Army (AA) who
exchanged arms for peace.

At 7.20 am before the
plenary session of the Na-
tional Convention, Chair-
man of National Convention

e

Convening Commission
Secretary-2 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein
and members, Chairman of
National Convention Con-
vening Work Committee
Chief Justice U Aung Toe
and members, Chairman of
National Convention Con-
vening Management Com-
mittee Auditor General Maj-
Gen Lun Maung and mem-
bers, chairmen of the respec-
tive subcommittees and
members, delegates of po-

e to attend National Conventiomina
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litical parties, representa-
tives-elect, delegates of na-
tional races, delegates of
peasants, delegates of intel-
lectuals and intellgentsia
delegates of workers, del-
egates of service personnel
and other invited delegates
signed in the attendance reg-
isters at Pyidaungsu Hall
and the recreation hall for
National Convention del-
egates. Besides, delegate U
Mahn Tin Aung Than of
Union Kayin League, who
is receiving medical treat-
ment at the hospital on ac-
count of his ill health, en-
thusiastically signed in the
register and attended the
convention.

Chairman of NCCC
Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein presided over the ple-

ot
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Delegates arrive National Conventien.mna

nary session and Secretary
of NCCC Minister for In-
formation Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan acted as master of cer-
emonies.

First, the secretary of
NCCC announced the start
of the meeting as there were
1,076 delegates attending
out of 1,088 listed account-
ing for 98.9 per cent.

Next, Chairman Secre-
tary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein
signed in the record book of
the Plenary Session of the
National Convention and
delivered an opening
speech. Then, the plenary
meeting went into recess.

During the recess,
NCCC Chairman Lt-Gen
Thein Sein, Secretary Min-
ister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
and members cordially

3

greeted the ambassadors,
charges d’affaires and other
diplomats. Then, the plenary
session resumed, and Min-
ister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
explained the procedures of
the National Convention.
Next, Chairman of
NCCWC Chief Justice U
Aung Toe clarified the for-
mation of legislative bodies
at all levels among the ba-
sic detailed principles laid
down by the National Con-
vention. NCCC Secretary
Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan clarified the election
of chairmen of the delegate
groups. The today’s session
came to a close at 10.15 am.
The Plenary Session of
the National Convention

continues tomMoIrow.
MNA

Delegates are to co-ordinate, discuss...

(from page 1)

The State Peace and De-
velopment Council formed
the National Convention
Convening Commission on
6 September 2003 under
Notification No 10/2003
changing the assignment of
duties of the Chairman, the
Vice-Chairmen, the Secre-
tary and the Joint Secretary
including myself with a
view to continuing the Na-
tional Convention system-
atically and smoothly. Simi-
larly, the National Conven-
tion Convening Work Com-
mittee and the National
Convention Convening
Management Committee
were also reformed. Our
committees, in keeping with
duties assigned to us, will
do our utmost to success-
fully reconvene the National
Convention.

Esteemed delegates,

The emergence of the
State Constitution is the
duty of all citizens of our
country. We are now in this
meeting hall to discharge
this duty which is of utmost
importance. In fact, it is
very important to formulate
strong fundamental princi-
ples for drawing up an en-
during Constitution. At the
National Convention held
during the period from 1993
to 1996, altogether 104 fun-
damental principles and
details to form the basis in
draftting the State Consti-
tution have been formulated
by the delegates.

Now, we are to continue
to co-ordinate, discuss and
approve detailed principles
to form the basis in formu-
lating the remaining State
fundamental principles. The

delegate groups like previ-
ous ones are the political
parties’ delegate group, the
representatives-elect group,
the nationalities delegate
group, the peasants delegate
group, the workers delegate
group, the intellectuals and
intelligentsia delegate
group, the State service per-
sonnel delegate group, and
the other invited delegate
group. Except those who
passed away and who are
not in sound health, all the
members of these groups
are now here. As the nation-
alities are residing all over
the country in amity, the
delegates representing the
nationalities are also ac-
counted for. Arrangements
have been made for accom-
modation, food, health care
and entertainment of the
delegates during the Con-

' SN
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Local and foreign journalists arrive to cover news at National Conventioma

Diplomats and UN agency officials seen at National Conventioima

vention. Necessary assist-
ance will be provided to the
delegates by over 1,000
staff. Weaknesses, loop-
holes and requirements can
be pointed out without hesi-
tation.
Esteemed delegates,
The National Conven-
tion is to formulate funda-
mental principles for draft-

ing the State Constitution
which is the base for a dis-
cipline-flourishing democ-
racy.

For the emergence of an
enduring Constitution,
strong fundamental princi-
ples are required.

I would like to urge the
delegates to co-ordinate, dis-
cuss and forward sugges-

g;g]’l:an:écmé
cnc\inﬁ:mn: n?;So::c?uSuP: RQ®RF

tions in line with the proce-
dures prescribed by the Na-
tional Convention Conven-
ing Commission and in ac-
cordance with the six ob-
jectives of the National
Convention, without bias as
regards person, ism, region
or race, in the interests of
the nation and the people.
MNA
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Meetings to elect vacant...

(from page 16)

Then, ULaw Hsin Kwan
of Kokang Democracy and
Unity Party was elected as
member.

The meeting to elect
three members of panel of
chairmen out of the five
members in the delegate
group of national races was
held at Pyidaungsu hall at 2
pm. Original members of
the panel of chairmen, U
Mya Sein of Mandalay Di-
vision and U Mahn Ohn
Maung of Kayin State pre-
sided over the meeting.
First, the master of ceremo-
nies announced the attend-
ance of 627 out of 633 del-
egates and the start of the
meeting. U Mya Sein clari-
fied the procedures forelect-
ing three vacant members
of panel of chairmen for the
delegate group to the Na-
tional Convention. Next,
those present at the meeting
tabled the motion for seven

persons. Then, Duwa Zoke
Daung of Lashio Township,
Shan State (North), U Kyaw
Din (a) U Htay Yal of
Loikaw Township, Kayah
state, and U Maung Hla (a)
U HlaMyintof Pulaw Town-
ship, Taninthayi Division,
were elected as members.
The meeting to elect one
member of panel of chair-
men out of the five members
inthe delegate group of peas-
ants was held at meeting hall-
4 at 2 pm. Original members
of the panel of chairmen, U
Thein Lwin of Myaungmya
Township, Ayeyawady Di-
vision, U Sai Tint Aung of
Hsenwi Township, Shan
State (North) and U Tin
Maung Kyaw of Yesagyo
Township, Magway Divi-
sion presided over the meet-
ing. First, the master of cer-
emonies announced the full
attendance of 93 delegates
and the start of the meeting.
U Thein Lwin clarified the

service personnel in progness.—

airmnen.—
procedures for electing one
vacant member of panel of
chairmen for the delegate
group to the National Con-
vention. Next, those present
at the meeting tabled the
motion. Then, U Mya Aye
of Kayan Township, Yangon
Division, was elected as
member.

The meeting toelect five
members of panel of chair-
men in the delegate group
of workers was held at meet-
ing hall-5 at 2 pm. Mem-
bers of the National Con-
vention Convening Work
Committee, Brig-Gen Than
Tun and U Kyaw Win pre-
sided over the meeting.
First, the master of ceremo-
nies announced the full at-
tendance of 48 delegates
and the start of the meeting.
Brig-Gen Than Tun clari-
fied the procedures for
electing five vacant mem-
bers of panel of chairmen
for the delegate group to the
National Convention. Next,
those present at the meeting

Intellectuals and intelligentsia meet to

tabled the motion for five
members. Then, Dr Myo
Thant Tin of Yangon Divi-
sion, U Kyaw Myo Win of
Bago Division, U Bo Thein
of Shan State (East), U Khin
Maung Aye of Sagaing Di-
visionand U Kyaw Win Tun
of Mandalay Division were
elected as members.

A meeting to elect three
members of the panel of
chairmen out of five in del-
egate group of intellectuals
and intelligentsia was held
atmeeting hall No 6 at2 pm.

At the meeting, former
member of the panel of
chaimen U Hla Myint of the
Ministry of Rail Transpor-
tation and Film Director U
Khin Zaw presided over the
meeting.

First, the emcee
announed the start of the
meeting as there were 55
delegates attending out of
56 listed. Member of the
panel of chairmen U Hla
Myint of intellectuals and
intelligentsic group clarified
procedures of the National
Convention for reelecting
three members of the panel
of chairmen.

Those present at the
meeting seconded the mo-
tion for the approval of three
members of the panel of
chairmen.

Next, member of the
panel of chairmen U Hla
Myint announced Dr Thein
Nyunt (Nyunt Wai-Katha),
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President of Myanmar Acad-
emy of Agriculture, For-
estry, Livestock Breeding
and Fisheries U Tin Hlaing
and Dr U Thein Oo Po Saw
of the Ministry of Science
and Technology were se-
lected and the meeting re-
cessed.

A meeting to elect four
members of the panel of
chairmen out of five in del-
egates of State service per-
sonnel was held at meeting
hall No 7 at 2 pm.

During the meeting,
former member of the panel
of chairmen U Arnt Maung
(Adviser) presided over the
meeting. First, the emcee
announed the start of the
meeting as there were at-
tendance of 109 delegates.
Member of the panel of
chairman of delegate group
of service personnel U
Arnt Maung clarified proce-
dures of the National Con-
vention for reelecting four
members of panels of chair-
men.

Those present at the
meeting seconded the mo-
tion for the approval of four
members of panels of chair-
men.

Next, member of the
panel of chairmen U Arnt
Maung announced U Hla Tin
of the Ministry of Com-
merce, Maj-Gen Aung Thein
of the Ministry of Defence,
U Ko Ko Kyaw of the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs and

¥
LN

elect members of panel of chairnven.—

U Myat Ko of the Ministry
of Home Affairs were se-
lected as members of the
panel of chairmen.

A meeting to elect four
members of the panel of
chairmen out of five in group
of other invited delegates
was held at meeting hall No
8 at 2 pm.

During the meeting,
former member of the panel
of chairmen U Sai Aung Tun
presided over the meeting.

First, emcee announed
the start of the meeting as
there were 104 delegates at-
tending out of 105 listed.

Member of the panel of
chairmen of delegate group
of other invited delegates U
Sai Aung Tun clarified pro-
cedures of the Nation Con-
vention for re-electing four
members of panels of chair-
men.

Those present at the
meeting seconded the mo-
tion for the approval of four
members of the panel of
chairmen.

Next, member of the
panel of chairmen U Sai
Aung Tun announced U
Aung Khan Hti of Shan State
(South) Special Region-6,
DrMaNan Tu Jar of Kachin
State Special Region-2, U
Tun Aung Chein and U Paw
Laik Kham of Shan State
(North) Special Region-2
were selected and the meet-
ing recessed.

MNA
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Regulations are prescribed...
(from page 16)

Some of the most important ethics and rules are as fol-

lows:

1. To be loyal to the Union of Myanmar and not to ac-
cept any other country’s patronage

2. To follow instructions given by the chairman of group
and Panel of Chairmen of the National Convention

3. To comport according to the dignity of a delegate and
not to disturb and hinder the functions of the National
Convention

4. Not to seek self-interest misusing the responsibilities
of a delegate

5. To discuss at the meeting objectively and to avoid
speaking ill of others personally or of a certain organi-
zation

6. Whenever entering or going out of the meeting hall,
all are to bow to the State flag

7. Before releasing the news about the National Conven-
tion officially, delegates are to keep it secret

In holding the sessions, panel of chairmen is neces-
sary to supervise the session and thus, it is designated to
form the panel of chairmen with five representatives form
the National Convention Convening Work Committee,
ten from delegates of political parties and delegates of
representatives-elect, five each from delegates of national
races, delegates of peasants, delegates of workers, del-
egates of intellectuals and intelligentsia, delegates of State
service personnel and other invited delegates and in do-
ing so, the representatives of the respective groups are to
select on their own.

For various reasons, there are vacancies in the panel
of chairmen and thus substitutions are to be made.

The Chapter (3) touches upon accounting the number
of the delegates attending a meeting and validity of the
meeting. National Convention meetings are valid if 50
per cent of the delegates attend the meeting.

The Chapter (4) of the National Convention Proce-
dures deals with the procedures to be followed in dis-
cussing matters and making suggestions. He first pre-
sented procedures to be followed at the group-wise meet-
ings as follow:

(1) Delegates are to submit their proposals and make
suggestions to the Panel of Chairmen only after making
discussions in respective delegate groups. The Panel of
Chairmen is to collect same proposals and submit them
to the National Convention Plenary Meeting.

(2) In addition to proposals agreed by the majority of
respective groups, individual proposals or proposals
agreed by two or three delegates are to be submitted to
the National Convention Plenary Meeting only after mak-
ing group-wise discussions.

(3) Delegates of political parties and representatives-
elect are to submit proposals and suggestions to the Na-
tional Convention Plenary Meeting through the Panel of
Chairmen only after making discussions in respective
groups.

(4) Along with proposals agreed by the majority of

Delegates seen at the National Conventiomn~a

respective political parties, proposals of delegates repre-
senting political parties, independent representatives-elect
and proposals agreed by two or three delegates are to be
submitted to the National Convention Plenary Meeting
with permission of the Panel of Chairmen only after mak-
ing discussions in respective groups.

(5) If there is a disagreement over the proposals among
political parties, respective delegate groups and independ-
ent representatives-elect, the National Convention Con-
vening Work Committee will have to make adjustments
as far as it can in order to settle down the disagreement.

Next, he presented the procedures of the National
Convention as follows:

(1) Proposals and suggestions to be submitted to the
National Convention Plenary Meeting are to be stated
exactly and clearly.

(2) The proposals and suggestions papers are to be
attached with the list of delegate or delegates who will
read out them at the meeting and to submit them to re-
spective chairman at the designated time.

(3) With complete lists of delegates and papers to be
discussed, the National Convention Convening Work
Committee will begin the Plenary Meeting.

(4) In reading out the proposals and suggestions at
the Plenary Meeting, the papers must the ones that have
been already submitted in advance to be confirmed. Be-
sides, the papers are to be read out by the one whose
name has been already enlisted, and he has to read out
only suggestions in the confirmed papers.

(5) At group-wise meeting or Plenary Meetings, pro-
posals and suggestions are to be submitted in the frame
of the six objectives of the National Convention.

If there are differences in the suggestions presented at
the meeting, the National Convention Convening Work
Committee is to make necessary arrangements for mak-
ing suggestions included again to settle them amicably.

There are also prescribed rules and regulations to be
followed in holding discussions at the plenary meeting
and the group-wise meeting to be in conformity with the
dignity of the Convention and to ensure the successful
holding of the Convention. They are:

1. do not express disloyalty to the State

2. do not talk about something that is detrimental to non-
disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of na-
tional solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty

3. do not talk about the interest of organizations and
persons that are not in the framework of law

4. do not talk about something that is detrimental to
national solidarity, mutual help and respect

5. do not talk ill of any language and religion

6. do not talk about topics that are not related to the
matters being discussed

7. do not accuse and talk ill of a certain delegate sub-
jectively

8. do not abuse the meeting by discrediting other organi-
sations and persons and crediting own attributes

9. a delegate is to discuss the topics in line with the
proposal paper sent in advance and not to discuss the
topics that are not included in the paper. If a delegate

Delegates attending the National Conventionuna

reads out some topics that are not included in the

proposal paper, only the original paper will be put on

record.

When the plenary meeting or the meeting of the
delegate groups are in progress, the delegates are not
allowed to walk out individually or in group and to
mock others. It is important for the delegates to fol-
low the regulations for success of the National Con-
vention. There are some don’ts for the delegates for
successful holding of the National Convention.
These regulations are prescribed not for .repression

but for the interest of the national races and the del-
egates. Some important points in the don’ts are — not to
distribute documents which are not permitted by the
National Convention Work Committee, not to talk about
the documents nor publish them outside and not to bring
arms and ammunition into the hostels and meeting hall
when the meeting is in progress. He said these are some
points of procedure on the National Convention and they
aim at successful holding of the National Convention. I
would also like to present the fulfilment regarding man-
agement for enabling the delegates to attend the Conven-
tion with peace of mind, he said.

New hostels were built along with mass halls and
kitchens and meals are being served with daily menu.
Arrangements have been made for vegetarians to en-
joyed meals in line with religion. In the meantime, TV,
Karaoke, newspapers, movies, stage show, gymnasium,
golf course are being provided for health and recreation
of the delegates. A hospital complete with specialists,
modern medicines and medical equipment is being
opened in the camp while restaurants, beauty parlour,
barber shop, optical shop and grocery shop are being
opened for the delegates. In addition, telephones, faxes,
ferries are also facilitated. All the necessary require-
ments have been fulfilled by the committees under the
leadership of Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt in
accord with the guidance of Head of State Senior Gen-
eral Than Shwe.

In accord with the instructions which call for paying
special attention to the health of the delegates the health
group including medical specialists are checking and su-
pervising meals for delegates daily. Only wholesome
meals that are conducive to the rainy season are served
to the delegates. The delegates are advised to put on
suitable clothes, to avoid having bath at a unreasonable
time and eat junk food and are advised to go hospital
even they catch cold. I would like to explain matters
related to security to the delegates. Discipline on security
have been prescribed as necessary requirements for the
Convention and the delegates. In this regard, the del-
egates should not regard them as strict discipline and are
to make concerted efforts for successful holding of the
Convention, realizing that these measures are taken for
their security, he added.

In conclusion, the minister wished the delegates to
make earnest efforts in drafting an enduring Constitution
in the interest of the State and the people, enjoying their
physical and spiritual well-being. — MNA
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Lt-Gen Maung Bo attends openlng of Kyonhtaw Sluice Gate in Paung Township

YaNGoN, 17 May — Member of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Maung Bo of the Ministry
of Defence attended the ceremony to open Kyonhtaw
Sluice Gate in Paung Township, Mon State, this morning
and formally unveiled its stone inscription.

Also present on the occasion were Chairman of Mon
State Peace and Development Council Commander of
South-East Command Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung,
Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Nyunt
Tin, senior military officers of the Ministry of Defence,
officials of the State Peace and Development Council
Office and departmental officials, local authorities and
people, totalling over 4,000.

Speaking on the occasion, Lt-Gen Maung Bo said
that the State Peace and Development Council laid down
political, economic and social objectives and is striving
day and night for all-round development of the State. It is
known to all that plans were laid down systematically for
development of the entire nation with a view to ensuring
uplift of socio-living standard of the people. In addition,
the government, overcoming disturbances and obstacles
of local and abroad, is firmly establishing economic and
social infrastructures such as agriculture, production,
industrial development, education and health sectors of
the State.

In this regard, schools, hospitals, dams, sluice gates,
airports and bridges including Union Highways and
village-to-village roads have been built for equitable
development of all the regions of the country. Moreover,
universities and colleges have also been built to be able
to develop human resource in respective regions.

Head of State Senior General Than Shwe gave
guidance on wetlands being precious land of the nation
are to be utilized for enabling it to benefit the State.

In accord with the guidance of the Head of State,
Kyonhtaw Sluice Gate was built on Kyonhtaw Creek in
order to prevent flooding of the region in rainy season
and entering of salty water in summer. The sluice gate
will contribute toward cultivation of paddy on time,
increase of farmland areas and thriving of crops in the

The Kyonhtaw Sluice Gate in

Il-r

Lt-Gen Maung Bo formally unveils the stone inscription of the Kyonhtaw Sluice -Gatea

wetlands on both sides of the creek. So, the sluice gate
can benefit over 20,000 acres of farmland.

At present the government has built five dams and
diversion weirs in Mon State plus two sluice gates—
Zaikkaye and Kyonhtaw. And then, plans are underway
to build more dams and sluice gates in necessary regions.
In the entire nation, there are 160 dams including
Kyonhtaw Sluice Gate benefiting over 2 million acres of
farmlands. Over K 70,000 million of the State funds have
been spent on building 160 dams.

The government is spending a large sum of money
and making efforts with genuine goodwill for ensuring
uplift of living standard of the people, narrowing gap
among rural regions and developing the agriculture sector.
Realizing goodwill and noble aims of the State, local
farmers and people using better development effectively
are to join hands with the government to enable the country
and the people to stand tall in the world.

Mon State yielded over 50 million baskets of paddy.
It contributes not only to local food sufficiency but also
over 9 million baskets of surplus paddy. Thanks to efforts

Paung Township, Mon Statema

of the local farmers and full utilization of cultivable lands,
it can be expected to yield over 10 million baskets of
paddy next year.

In the period of the State Peace and Development
Council, dams, sluice gates and canals could be built
because of correct policies of the government and active
participation of the people. In other words, these are fruits
of harmonious cooperation of the government and the
people.

Furthermore, under the correct leadership of the
government, local people are to unitedly participate with
nationalism and Union Spirit to reach modern, developed
and democratic nation.

Minister Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin delivered an address in
which he said that 160 dams implemented by the State
has benefited 2,200,000 acres of farmland during ten years.
The areas of cultivable land increased from 119 per cent
in 1988 to nearly 150 per cent to date.

Rice, cotton, sugarcane, beans and pulses, rubber and
oil palm are mainly cultivated in Mon State. Therefore,
the local farmers are to make efforts for increased
production of crops, he urged. For boosting production of
crops, irrigation projects including sluice gates are being
implemented. Twenty-one projects of dams and sluice gates
are going to be implemented in Mon State, he said.

Afterwards, Commander Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung
also delivered a speech.

Later, Lt-Gen Maung Bo unveiled the signboard of
the sluice gate and Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung and Maj-
Gen Nyunt Tin formally opened the sluice gate.

Next, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and party had documentary
photos taken together with the local people and inspected
the sluice gate.

Construction group-6 of the Irrigation Department
built the Kyonhtaw Sluice Gate at a cost of K 535.15
million. The sluice gate is located near Kyonhtaw Creek
in Paung Township. It was built of 27 six-foot-wide and
12-foot-high gates and it benefits 22,000 acres of wetland.
The two canals of the sluice gate are 700 feet and 500 feet

long respectively.
MNA

National Convention

Convening...

(from page 16)

communities on the same common stretches of land in
appropriate sizes of population, other than national races
who have already got regions or states. There have already
been designated that the President of the Union is the
national leader of all the citizenry; the President of the
Union represents the nation; and the President of the
Union occupies a position of the highest honour in the
whole of the Union of Myanmar.

Mr Chairman,

The National Convention laid down the detailed
fundamental principles on legislation, administration and
judiciary to be included in drafting the State Constitution.
In connection with legislation, in the State there is
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the highest legislative body, which
consists of two Hluttaws — the Pyithu Hluttaw and the
National Hluttaw.

The Pyithu Hluttaw will be formed with 440 Hluttaw
representatives and the National Hluttaw with 224. There
will be region or state Hluttaws.

Hluttaw representatives are to be elected by eligible
voters in the entire nation in accord with the regulations.
In that election, there include Pyithu Hluttaw
representatives who represent the entire national races.
Moreover, in the National Hluttaw, there will includel2
National Hluttaw representatives elected in the Region or

State each. In the election of 12 National Hluttaw
representatives there include National Hluttaw
represenratives elected from each self-administered
division or self-administered region.

In the form of the two Hluttaws, the Hluttaw
representatives representing the majority of national races
can be found.

Mr Chairman,

In connection with the formation of Region and State
Hluttaw, the Hluttaws include two Region / State Hluttaw
representatives each elected by every township in the
respective Region or State.

Moreover, apart from the voters of respective Regions
or States or self-administered zones, the national races
who are officially recognized as making up 0.1 per cent
of total population are to elect one representative for the
Region or State or self-administered zone.

Mr Chairman,

In other words, apart from the national races who have
obtained Region or State, the national races who are
residing widespread in the Region or State and they are
making up 0.1 per cent of total population of the Union
will get the chance to elect one representative.

Regarding the fact that 0.1 per cent of the population
of the country, the population of our country stands at
over 53 million and thus, 0.1 per cent of the population
or over 53,000 people of the respective national races can
elect a representative of Region or State.

Except from the national races that have gained Self-
administered Division or Self-administered Region, a

representative of the rest national race will be eligible to
take part in the leading committee of the Self-administered
Division or Self-administered Region if its population will
stand at over 10,000.

If we assess the formation of these legislative bodies,
we can find that our national brethren will be able to take
part in the respective legislative bodies.

Mr Chairman and esteemed delegates,

My clarification are summary of the detailed basic
principles that have been laid down by the National
Convention.

The details include in the book “ Basic Principles and
Detailed Basic Principles laid down by National
Convention Plenary Meetings up to 30-3-96” which have
been distributed to the delegates to the National
Convention.

If you are unclear about my clarification, you may be
able to raise a question at the group discussions and to the
National Convention Convening Work Committee.

At the plenary session, the National Convention
Convening Work Committee will present Union legislative
list and Region or State legislative list to be legitimized
by the respective legislative bodies if necessary and matters
that can be legitimized by leading committees of Self-
administered Zone.

After the clarifications, the delegates to the
National Convention are requested to discuss the matters
thoroughly at the respective groups and prepare papers to
be submitted.

MNA



12 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Tuesday, 18 May, 2004

wa s

Ayl REF
vy | Y. A

e ol e ] B
gt gl ok smindged sfia;
L

s qaodaleniigy
e i i L

FagaedabeangEll gk on Py ] =nd

BUILD UF KNOWLEDGE
BY READING AND LEARMING

Thousands of books are waiting to give you
knowledge free of charge

ADVDERTISEMENTS

Wy Ed Rl

JUNTORITEADER

opact b Proy Wit Toarlld s Erebe

E P b e - el e
e e

T e L e T T

— il
Ty |
i 4

TEAETNT -r-r L b

FEN BDKED
5N /'.f

"
=

i

FETTETETETTETRT
ok ik ik ik bk bk

%' it
3
4

2 (5) =y (o) GH4598

ooé:gdonsuled:cpdcs:oompdadéioncndunsorndalisdnmé:on
(ﬁ(ﬁm:a}(ﬁqo:oéogé m(ﬁc@ocﬁcﬁ%&o’]mén

Read Junior Leader to improve your English.

The New Light of Myanmar

N
]

1

H] &E (2] 3(85 8CI38 %
0%YEE RORRCYEFE
sacy Bt 3a0pSieac0s 3:29853a52gPi0RE 69058
0c0doodedsE mreadEap: egpsSooatomngafst cagdiesdioogdi
$505 o200 ¢ P8¢ Gipo o8 9pcpdiennsazcdfEd asgh
2905 | Jo—-088gpcodn  ScSoneconEff sudn

oh-U598y0r Jgelsy |

Germany’s
trade with
China grows
rapidly

BERLIN, 17 May — Ger-
many had the fastest grow-
ing trade with Chinalast year
than with other countries, the
Federal Statistics Office re-
ported Friday.

In 2003, Germany ex-
ports to China were worth
18.2 billion euros (21.5 bil-
lion US dollars) or a 24.9-
per-cent rise over the year
before, whileits imports from
China were worth 25 billion
euros (29.5 billion US dol-
lars), a 17.3-per-cent in-
crease, the statistics office
said.

China’s place among
Germany’s largest 15 export-
ing markets moved from 12th
to 10th last year, it said.

Overall, German exports
last year rose 1.6 per cent to
661.6 billion euros (780.6
billion US dollars), while
imports gained by 2.6 per
cent to 532 billion euros
(627.7 billion US dollars).

The top three countries
for German exports were still
France, the United States and
Britain, while France, the
Netherlands and the United
States were largest sellers for
Germany.

MNA/Xinhua

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV MAWLAMYINE VOY
NO (3) TC-06

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MAWLAMYINE
Voy No (3) arrived on 17-5-2004 are hereby notified that
their cargo will be discharged into the premises of Myanma
Port Authority where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and
expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the
Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed from 8§ am to 11.20 am
and 12 noon to 4 pm upto Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.

AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE

Phone : 295279, 295280, 295281, 295658, 295659

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV SITTWE VOY NO (5)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SITTWE Voy No
(5) which arrives on 18-5-2004 are hereby notified that their
cargo will be discharged into the premises of Myanma Port
Authority where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and
expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the
Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed from 8§ am to 11.20 am
and 12 noon to 4 pm upto Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.
AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE
Phone : 295279, 295280, 295281, 295658, 295659

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV KOTA MUTIARA VOY NO (105)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA MUTIARA
Voy No (105) are hereby notified that the vessel which
arrives on 18-5-04 and cargo will be discharged into the
premises of A.W.P.T. where it will lie at the consignee’s risk
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of
the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 amto 11.20
am and 12 noon to 4 pm upto Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Three officials
prosecuted
for deadly coal

mine flooding

JNan, 17 May — Three
officials were prosecuted for
accident due to dereliction of
dutyinafatal coal mine flood-
ing in which 22 miners had
been trapped, with one dead,
according to People’s
Procuratorate of Zichuan Dis-
trict of Zibo City in
Shangdong Province.

The procuratorate gave
only surnames of the three
defendants: Yang, Sun and
Wang who were responsible
for the production and techni-
cal affairs of the coal mine,
situated in Kunlun Township,
Zichuan District of Zibo City,
east China’s Shandong Prov-
ince. The flooding happened
on November 14, 2003, in
one of the coal mine’s shafts.
The officials were charged not
to follow a government order
to close the unsafe shaft and
illegally run it without special
flooding control and preven-
tion equipment.

After the accident oc-
curred, the officials did not
immediately report to the au-
thorities and therefore delayed
the best time for rescue opera-
tion, leading one miner’s death
because of sufferinglong-time
anoxiaand causingatotal eco-
nomic loss of 670,000 yuan
(81,000 US dollars), accord-
ing to the procuratorate.

MNA/Xinhua

Three killed in fireworks
factory explosion
in central China

ZHENGZHOU, 17 May —
Three people were killedin a
fireworks factory blast
Thursday afternoon in
Songxian County, central
China’s Henan Province, the
local government said Fri-
day.

Another three people
were injured and are receiv-
ing treatment in a local hos-
pital.

The blast occurred at
2:30 pminanunlicensed fire-
works factory in Yaoshang

Village of Tianhu Town. The
blast tore down a dozen
mostly single-storey rooms
used as workshops and ware-
houses, killing three imme-
diately at the scene.

The factory’sbosses, two
locals who are brothers sur-
named Ni, have fled and po-
lice are tracking them down,
according to the police.

The cause of the explo-
sion was under investigation,
government officials said.

MNA/Xinhua

International Museum Day 2004
opens in Hong Kong

Honeg Kong, 17 May —
The two-day International
Museum Day 2004 organ-
ized by Hong Kong Leisure
and Cultural Services De-
partment was kicked off here
Saturday.

Under the theme of En-
joying, Learning and Explor-
ing at Museums, 23 muse-
ums and cultural institutions
from Guangdong Province,
Macao and Hong Kong par-
ticipate in the event, and the
highlight programme —
Museum Exposition is also
being held.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, Director of Lei-

sure and Cultural Services
of Hong Kong Government,
Anissa Wong Sean-yee, said
that museums in Hong Kong
had over the years been in-
troducing rich and diverse
programmes to meet public
needs.

Wong said, “To foster a
better understanding and
closer cultural co-operation
with cities in the Pear] River
Deltaregion, museums from
Guangdong Province and
Macao have also been in-
vited to take part in the Inter-
national Museum Day this
year.

“We hope that the event

will enhance the communi-
cation and cultural exchange

between these cities,” said
Wong.
The Museum Exposition

provides glamorous booth
and stall games as well as
programmes for family such
as puppet show, talks on tea
and Chinese medicine,
model making, origami
workshop, and a “ Treasure
Hunting” game.
MNA/Xinhua

Uganda’s GDP to
up 6% in 2003/04

financial year

KampaLa, 17 May —
Uganda’s gross domestic
product (GDP) is expected
torise 6 per cent in the finan-
cial year 2003/04 which will
end on 30 June, 2004.

Olive Kigongo, President
of Uganda National Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try (UNCCI), was quoted on
Friday by local media as
saying that Uganda is ex-
pected toreturn to 6-per-cent
increase for the current fi-
nancial year.

Uganda attained 4.9-per-
cent increase in GDP for
2002/03 financial year.

“Ugandahas astable eco-
nomic environment typified
by single digitinflationrates.
In 2004, it was 5.2 per cent.
This has encouraged private
investment both foreign and
local,” Kigongo told a semi-
nar jointly organized by the
International Council of
Swedish Industry, East Afri-
can Business Council and
UNCCT recently.

MNA/Xinhua

Donate blood
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Indonesia , Germany agree on debt swap deal

JAkARTA , 17 May — Acknowledging the success of two earlier debt swap deals,
German Government has announced that it will enter into a third deal with Indonesid

worth 25 million euros (29.25 million US dollars) for environmental projects.

German Deputy Minister for Economic
Cooperation and Development, Uschi Eid,
said that the German Government was pleased
with the ongoing projects being implemented
under the first two debt swap deals. “Our
government is also interested in stronger and
more effective cooperation to protect the natu-
ral resources of Indonesia. That’s why the
third deal is dedicated to the environmental
field,” she was quoted Saturday by The Ja-
karta Postas saying.

Eid was onafive-day visitto Indonesia. She
met with several non-governmental organiza-
tions (NGOs) and Cabinet ministers, and also
visited a number of Indonesian-German
projects. The third deal has yet to be officially
signed, but discussions about what type of
environmental projects are currently underway
with the Ministry of Forestry and the Office of
the State Minister for the Environment.

Debt swaps are usually carried out to re-

duce acountry’s debt by requiring the debtor to
spend aspecified amount of the original debton
financing certain programmes that are of con-
cern to the donors. As a consequence, the
borrowing country does not have to repay the
amount of the debt that is used for these pro-
grammes. Under the Indonesian-German debt
swap scheme, Germany will write off a certain
amount of debt after Indonesia spends 50 per
cent of the renounced amount in rupiah on
projects thathave been agreed by both govern-
ments. Indonesia owes up to one billion euros
to Germany. The two countries signed the first
debt swap deal worth 25.6 million euros in
December 2000 for education projects.

As a consequence, Indonesia must spend
12.8 million euros to build and equip 511
learning resource centres in 17 provinces to
enhance the quality of teacher training in the
basic sciences. These projects are nearing
completion. — MNAXinhua
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Singapore expresses

admiration for Shanghai’s
development

SHanGgHAl, 17 May — Visiting Singaporean Deputy Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong expressed admiration for Shanghai’s rapid development here Saturday evening
at his meeting with Shanghai Mayor Han Zheng.

Lee said that Shanghai’s
rapid development inspired
Singapore to learn more from
others in the economic glo-
balization era.

Lee arrived in Shanghai
Saturday noon for his
two-day visit to Shanghai -
and Suzhou, a scenic city in
east China’s Jiangsu Prov-
ince.

Lee told the Shanghai
mayor that he has come here
to know how Shanghai to
deal with problemsitencoun-
tered in the time full of chal-

lenges.

Han Zheng said that
Shanghai also had learned a
lot from Singapore thanks to
its special and close ties with
Singapore, adding that
Shanghaiis China’s first city
to implement the housing
accumulation fund system
which was introduced from
Singapore.

Currently, about 5,000
Shanghai people are study-
ing or working in Singapore
while enterprises of both
sides participateincreasingly

more in each other’s eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment, Han said.

Trade between Shanghai
and Singapore reached three
billion US dollars in 2003, a
sharp rise of 60 per cent over
the previous year.

“Itisawonder,” Han said,
“showing the great coopera-
tive potential between the
two sides.”

Lee is on a six-day China
visit at the invitation of Chi-
nese Vice-Premier Wu Yi.

MNA/Xinhua

NASA's finances in

disarray

New York/WasHINGTON, 17 May — As NASA sets
course for the moon and Mars, the space agency'’s fi-
nances are in disarray, with significant errors in its last
financial statements and inadequate documentation for
565 billion US dollars posted to its accounts, its former

auditor reported.

News agencies quoted

NASA’s chief for inter-
nal financial management
said the problem stemmed
from a rough transition from
10different internal account-
ing programmes to a new in-
tegrated one, but audit firm
PriceWaterhouseCoopers
noted basic accounting er-
rors and a breakdown in
NASA'’s financial controls.

PriceWaterhouseCoopers
and NASA parted ways ear-
lier this year, according to
the space agency’s inspec-
tor-general, Robert Cobb.
PriceWaterhouseCoopers
declined to comment, but a
source familiar with the situ-

out of the contract because it
was unhappy with the rela-
tionship.

In a scathing report on
NASA'’s September 30, 2003,
financial statement— which
gotscantattention atitsrelease
but was detailed in a cover
story in the May issue of CFO
Magazine— the audit firm
accused the space agency of
one of the cardinal sins of the
accounting world: failing to
record its own costs properly.

The same report said the
transition to the new account-
ing programme triggered a se-
riesof blunders thatmade com-
pleting the NASA audit im-

the Emergency Ministry as
saying an IL-76 water
bomber aircraft had dumped
more than 160 tons on 5,000
hectares of fires fanned by
high temperatures and winds.

Oleg Bogomolov, gov-
ernor of Kurgan Region, told
NTYV television that firefight-
ers had been battling the
blaze in four villages only to
find that a fifth had been
razed.

One elderly woman told
NTYV rescuers came too late
tohervillage toevacuate resi-
dents. Pelageya Germanova,
a woman in her fifies, said

ation said the audit firm opted

possible.—MNA/Reutes

her husband had died as he

Forest fires kill seven
In southeastern
Russia

Moscow, 17 May— Forest fires in southeastern Rus
sia have killed seven people, including a child, wit
officials evacuating hundreds of residents from stricke
areas, Russian media reported on Saturday.

could not walk. “Ifelt my feet
were already on fire and my
eyes felt like they were full of
sand,” she said, hunched on
her hospital bed.

“Ilefthim and said good-
bye. But he told me: ‘Polya,
don’t leave me.””

Officials, joined at the
scene by Emergencies Min-
ister Sergei Shoigu, said the
fires were being brought un-
der control.

Interfax news agency
quoted an Emergency Min-
istry official as saying that
more than 400 hectares of
forest fires were raging in
neighbouring Chelyabinsk
Region. — MNA/Reuters

China to host 27th
FAO Regional
Conference for

Asia, Pacific

BeuinG, 17 May — The
27th Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) Re-
gional Conference for Asia
and the Pacific will be held in
Beijing, capital of China, from
17 to 21 May .

More than 200 representa-
tives from43 countries across
the Asia and Pacific Region
will attend the conference. At
the conference, representa-
tives will discuss issues of
great importance to the re-
gional agricultural develop-
ment, including institution
building to strengthen agri-
culture extension, the role of
ricein sustainable agriculture
andrural developmentin Asia
and the Pacific, and the
subregional strategy for food
security. — MNAXinhua
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Tatqiq, the three-year-old polar bear cools off by rolling in an icy treat at the San [
Zoo's Polar Bear Plunge, on 14 May, 2004. The Zoo's keepers created a winter
derland when they blew 18 tons of shaved ice as enrichment for the polar bearg g
simulated snow lead to a fun-filled morning of rolling, sliding and digging for Tat¢

and the Zoo's three other polar bearSINTERNET

A groom lifts a cloth covering his bride’s face during
their tradtional Chinese wedding ceremony, in Beijing,

on 15 May, 2004. Some young people in China are going

back to their roots for more traditional weddings, and
turing away from Western-style ceremonies, that had
gained popularity. —INTERNET

Singaporean Deputy PM
encourages cooperation with
China

SHANGHAI, 17 May — Singapore has encouraged its
people to get along well with and learn from China's fast
growth, visiting Singaporean Deputy Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong said here Sunday.

Lee made the remark ata
ribbon-cutting ceremony of
Raffles City, a 350-million-
US-dollar complex invested
by some Singaporean
companies, which has
become Shanghai's new
landmark building.

Singapore should, on one
hand, lower its production
cost and give up disadvan-
taged industries in the
competition with China. On
the other hand, Singaporean
businesses are advised to
invest in this Asia's fastest-
growing economy, said Lee
in Chinese.

He said China's more
explicitlegal documents and
simplified administrative

)igwedures after its

v\@(ﬁ:_ession to the World Trade

ItEl%anization have created

y environment more

Hifavourable to business
activities.

The Deputy Prime
Minister's message means
thatthe government supports
Singaporean  business
people's expanding markets
in China, said Liew Mun
Leong, president of
Capitaland Limited, one
investor of the Raffles City.
Liew said his company will
double investment in China
in the coming five years to
bring the total sum to 24
billion yuan (2.9 billion US
dollars).

Statistics from China's
Ministry of Commerce show
thataccumulated investment
from Singapore in China is
40 billion US dollars, and
the figuresin 1993 and 1998
were 5 billion and 30 billion
dollars, respectively.

The investment mainly
wentto industrial zones, real
estate, hi-tech industry and
education.—MNA/Xinhua



14 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Tuesday, 18 May, 2004
Olympique Lyon wrap up another title

Paris, 17 May— Olympique Lyon effectively wrapped up their third
Ligue 1 title in succession despite a 1-0 defeat at Paris St. Germain as

Gerrard on verge of world class, says Houllier

LiverrooL (England), 17 May— Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier believes his
team’s captain Steven Gerrard is the man France must beware when they face

Monaco slumped to a 4-1 home loss to Stade Rennes on Saturday.

With one game left, Lyon have 76 points from 37 games with a goal
difference of plus 35. PSG, who won thanks to a Pedro Pauleta early
goal, are three points off the pace with a goal difference of only plus 21.

Monaco are third with 72 points after they were beaten by mid-table
Stade Rennes in their stade Louis-II. Fernando Morientes left the pitch
on the stroke of halftime after sustaining an ankle sprain.

Monaco, who will try to clinch a direct Champions League qualify-
ing spot at Girondins Bordeaux next Friday, play the competition’s final
against Porto on May 26 in Gelsenkirchen, Germany. Striker Djibril
Cisse, who is to join Liverpool during the close season, bid a tearful
farewell to the fans when he hit a double as AJ Auxerre secured an
UEFA Cup spot for next season with a 2-0 win over Nantes.

Ten-man Olympique Marseille, who will play the UEFA Cup final
next Wednesday against Valencia in Gothenburg, lost 2-1 at Toulouse.

Montpellier are relagated in the Ligue 2 after losing 2-1 at home to
Racing Strasbourg.— MNA/Reuters

England in their opening Euro 2004 match next month.

“He will be England’s dangerman when
they play France in the European Champi-
onship,” the Frenchman, a former coach of
his country’s national team, said. England
meet title holders France on June 13 in
Group B of the tournament in Portugal.

“Steven Gerrard is an awesome foot-
baller,” Houllier said after Liverpool’s 1-1
draw with Newcastle United at Anfield in
their final Premier League match on Satur-
day. “He did everything today and showed
that he is becoming a world-class player. He
cando anything and has pulled his teammates
forward,” Houllier told reporters.

“Steven has really stepped up his game
and has been leading by example recently

Colombian midfielder John Restrepo (L) fights for the ball with Tecos striker Juan
Rodriguez during the second half of their Mexican league championship soccer m
the Azul stadium in Mexico City, on 15 May, 2004. The match ended in a 2 1R tigzer

and has lifted all his teammates today and
also against Birmingham last weekend when
we won 3-0. They followed him.”

Liverpool secured fourth place in the
Premier League and a berth in the third
qualifying round for the Champions League
next season.

“Steven started at academy level here at
Liverpool and then progressed into Premier
League level and also international level,”
Houllier said.

“Now he must aim to be a truly world-
class player of which there are only 10 and I
think that could happen in the next two or
three years.”

Shola Ameobi put Newcastle ahead in
the 25th minute before Liverpool equalized
in the 67th through Michael Owen, who
scored after an exquisite through ball from
Gerrard. “Steven never gives up and I feel
that is the mark of a very good captain. He
did it today against Newcastle with what I
think his most dominant personal display
I’ve ever seen from him,” Houllier said.

“He works extremely hard in training and
is fired by a real passion for the game which
you can see every day when he is practising.
Steven can pass, score and assist the
goalscorers and he is also very fast.

MNA/Reuters

Champions Yokohama

close gap in J-League
Tokyo, 17 May— Defender Daisuke
Nasu powered home a 65th-minute winner
as champions Yokohama F-Marinos beat
leaders Jubilo Iwata 2-1 away on Saturday
to throw the title race wide open in the J-
League first stage.
Second-placed Yokohama improved to
21 points from 10 matches, three behind
Jubilo, who had been looking to hit back
after being knocked out of the Asian Cham-
pions League in midweek.
Japan midfielder Daisuke Oku opened
the scoring against his old club after 15
PaBmutes, curling in a superb free-kick from
agthmaetres to silence the 30,000 crowd at
Ecopa World Cup Stadium.

Celta, Valladolid on the brink of relegation

MabriD, 17 May— Celta Vigo and Valladolid were left teetering on the brink of
relegation after they were both defeated in the Primera Liga on Saturday.

Ten-man Celta slumped
to a comprehensive 3-0 de-
feat against Galician rivals
Deportivo Coruna, while
Valladolid went down 1-0 at
Real Betis.

With most of their imme-
diate rivals yet to play this
weekend, both sides could
now find themselves rel-
egated if results go against
them on Sunday.

Already-relegated
Murcia prop up the table on
23 points, Valladolid have
38 and Celta have 39, a point
adrift of Espanyol who travel
to Real Mallorca on Sunday
in the knowledge that a win
will ensure they retain their
top-flight status.

At the other end of the
table newly crowned cham-
pions Valencia, who clearly
had their minds on next
week’s UEFA Cup final
against Olympique Mar-
seille, slipped to their first
defeatin 11 games on Friday
whenthey lost 2-1 toregional
rivals Villarreal.

Valencia have an unas-

Racing Santander as they
fight it out with Deportivo
for the runners-up spot and
an automatic place in next
season’s Champions League.

Celta, desperately need-
ing a win to climb out of the
bottom three, made an ambi-
tious start against Depor but
astroke of bad luck put them
a goal behind after 14 min-
utes.

Depor midfielder Fran

swung a dangerous cross in
from the left, striker Walter
Pandiani failed to connect
but the ball ricocheted off
Celta defender Silvinho’s
foot and into the net.

Ten minutes later Depor
struck again, this time
Pandiani cracked in from the

Jubilo equalized through Toshiya Fujita
two minutes later, but Nasu gave Yokohama
a deserved victory when he headed in a
corner from Oku, keeping the pressure on
Iwata with five matches left in the first
stage.

Urawa Reds held on to third place but
failed to take all three points as they were
held to a 3-3 draw at home by JEF United
Ichihara.

United playmaker Yuki Abe converted
a last-minute penalty to give the visitors a
share of the spoils in front of 20,000 in
Saitama.—MNA/Reuters

Bayern lose again, Stuttgart

close the gap

BerLIN, 17 May— V(B Stuttgart beat
Bayern Munich 3-1 on Saturday to send the
outgoing champions to their second defeatin
a week and keep alive their hopes of qualify-
ing directly for the Champions League.

At the top, there was a surprise loss for
new titleholders Werder Bremen who were
thrashed 6-2 at home to Bayer Leverkusen.

Hungary striker Imre Szabics scored twice
for VfB against Bayern’s wobbly defence
and Kevin Kuranyi beat Oliver Kahn with a
poorly hit shot to make it 3-0, prompting the
Germany goalkeeper to throw away his
gloves in disgust.

Peru forward Claudio Pizarro scored a
consolation goal for Bayern with 13 minutes
left.

Bayern, beaten by Werder Bremen 3-1 at
home last week, have 65 points with one
match left and remain in second place but are
just one point ahead of Stuttgart.

“It was a black day for our defence,” said
Bayern coach Ottmar Hitzfeld. “We let Stutt-
gart keep coming through and positioned
ourselves poorly. It’s disappointing that some
(of them) let their nervousness show.”

The two top clubs go straight into the
Champions League while the third-placed
team have to qualify.

MNA/Reuters

edge of the box with a per-

fect first-time finish after

another fine cross from Fran.
MNA/Reuters

China lift Uber Cup
for fourth in a row

JaxkarTA, 17 May— China women’s team was crowned
again at the Uber Cup badminton tournament here on
Saturday with an arduous 3-1 win of South Korea in the
final. It is the ninth time and fourth in a row for Chinese girl
shuttlers to wrap up the Uber title.

World number one Gong Ruina came through a tough
opening game to beat top Korean Jun Jae Yun 7-11, 11-5,
11-7. Seven-ranked Jun, who had five losses to Gong before
the match, played a much more authoritative game than her
top-ranked opponent, leading 9-0 in the first set with Gong’s

several unforced errors.

Gong reacted immediately, however, driving back to
7-9. But Jun served the match and wrapped up the first set
with a backhand drop shot on set point.

Yang Wei and Zhang Jiewen, the world’s top-ranked

doubles pair, lost 15-7, 15-10 to Lee Hyon Jung and Hwang
Yu Mi, before Zhang Ning eased past Seo Yoon Hee 11-1,
13-10.

Gao Ling/Huang Sui then triumphed 15-6, 15-2 against
Lee Kyung Won/Lee Yun Hwa, securing the win for China
and turning away a third single clash by third-ranked
Chinese Zhou Mi. — MNA/Xinhua

sailable 77 points from 37
games, Real Madrid are
seven back on 70, one ahead
of Barcelona and two clear
of Deportivo.

Real play Murcia on Sun-
day while Barcelona host

-
f e 5
i —

Argentine striker Bruno Marioni of Pumas (R) battles for the ball with Monterrey’s
defender Guillermo Franco, during the second half of their Mexican league champion-
ship soccer match at the University stadium in Mexico City, on 15 May, 2004. Pumas
won the game, 3-2-INTERNET
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Meetings to elect vacant
members of panels of chairmen
of delegate groups to the
National Convention held

Yancon, 17 May — The meetings to elect vacant
members of panels of chairmen of delegate groups to the
National Convention were held this afternoon at the des-
ignated places on Nyaunghnapin Camp where the Na-
tional Convention is being held, attended by members of
the National Convention Convening Work Committee and
group-wise delegates.

The meeting to elect three members of panel of chair-
men out of the five members in the delegate group of
political parties was held at the meeting hall-1 at 2 pm.
Original members of the panel of chairmen, U Tun Yin
Law of Wa National Unity Party and U Saw Philip (a) U
Philip Sam of Wa National Development Party presided
over the meeting. First, the master of ceremonies an-
nounced the attendance of 25 out of 29 delegates and the
start of the meeting. Then, U Tun Yin Law delivered an
opening speech. The delegates passed the resolutions not
to elect next three members and to carry out the work
with current two members, U Tun Yin Law and U Saw
Philip (a) U Philip Sam only.

The meeting to elect one member of panel of chair-
men out of the five members in the delegate group of
representatives-elect was held at the meeting hall-2 at 2
pm. Members of the National Convention Convening Work
Committee, U Maung Aung and U Nay Win presided
over the meeting. First, the master of ceremonies an-
nounced the attendance of 12 out of 15 delegates and the
start of the meeting. U Maung Aung clarified the proce-
dures for electing one vacant member of panel of chair-
men for the delegate group to the National Convention.
Next, those present at the meeting tabled the motion for
electing one member.

(See page 9)

UN agency officials at National ConventieAmNa

National Convention Convening Commission Chairman Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein cordially meets diplomats and

Regulations are prescribed in the interest of the
national races and the delegates

YanGon, 17 May—The
following is translation of
clarification on procedures
for convening the National
Convention made by Sec-
retary of the National Con-
vention Convening Com-
mission Minister for Infor-
mation Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan:

National races and peo-

ple of all walks of life liv-
ing in the country are now
gathered in this hall to lay
down detailed basic princi-
ples for legislation, admin-
istration, judiciary and shar-
ing of power that should be
included in drafting the new
Constitution for the new

National Convention Convening Work Committee

Chairman U Aung Toe’s clarifications

YaNcGoN, 17 May — The
following is a translation of
the clarifications of Chair-
man of the National Con-
vention Convening Work
Committee Chief Justice U
Aung Toe at the plenary
session of the National Con-
vention in Nyaunghnapin
Camp, Hmawby, today.
Esteemed Chairman and
delegates to the Nationa
Convention,

I extend my greetings to
the National Convention
delegates with best wishes
for your well-being both in
mind and body and all aus-
piciousness.

As you know, the Na-
tional Convention is dis-
cussing and laying down

fundamental and detailed
principles for writing a State
Constitution in order to
build a discipline-flourish-
ing democratic nation in
accord with the prevailing
views, geographical condi-
tions, background history,
politics, economy, social
affairs and culture of the
nation.

Copies of the book fea-
turing the fundamental and
detailed principles adopted
by the National Convention
have been distributed to you
in advance for your study. I
would like to brief you on
the fundamental and de-
tailed principles adopted by
the National Convention.
The 15 headings that should

National Convention Convening Work Committee Chairman Chief Justice U Aung

be included in the State
Constitution have been
placed in order in respective
chapters. According to this
order, the detailed principles
were laid down for the chap-
ter on the State Constitution.

With respect to the State
Constitution, the State is
constituted with Pyidaungsu
(Union) system. And the
State is delineated and con-
stituted with seven regions,
seven states and Union ter-
ritories. These regions, states
and Union territories are of
equal status and authority. In
regions or states, self-admin-
istered areas are to be pre-
scribed for national races
who reside together with

(See page 11)

speaking at National Conventien.MNA

Convention.

Introduction and seven
chapters are included in the
book “Procedures for Con-
vening the National Con-
vention”. The six objectives
of the National Convention
namely:

1.Non-disintegration of

In Chapter 2, representa-
tives who should be invited
to attend the National Con-
vention are described as:

1.delegates of political par-
ties

2.delegates of representa-
tives-elect

3.delegates of national

Secretary of National Convention Convening Commission Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan explains procedures of National Conventioma

nation.

Whenever meetings,
seminars and conference are
held, ways to be discussed,
forms to be presented and
rules to be coordinated are
to be laid down for the suc-
cessful holding of these
meetings. If there are no
rules and regulations and
there is discordance, there
may be delay and we will
not be able to reach the
goal.

Therefore, according to
the changed conditions, the
National Convention Con-
vening Commission has re-
written the procedures for
convening the National
Convention adopted at the
previous National Conven-
tion.

Here, I am going to

y mgeent briefly procedures
for convening the National

the Union,
2.Non-disintegration of
national solidarity,
3.Perpetuation of sover-
eignty,

4 Flourishing of genuine
multiparty democracy
system,

5.Further burgeoning of
the noblest and worthi-
est of worldly values,
namely justice, liberty
and equality in the State
and

6. For the Tatmadaw to be
able to participate in the
national political leader-
ship role of the State are
described in Chapter 1.
Delegates are to discuss
matters relating to laying
down detailed principles
for drafting the enduring
State Constitution within
the framework of these
six objectives.

races

4.delegates of peasants

5.delegates of workers

6.delegates of intellectuals

and intelligentsia
7. delegates of State serv-
ice personnel and
8.other invited delegates
In performing the
duties of the National Con-
vention, seven duties and
three rights are being des-
ignated. All are to enjoy the
rights and subject to the
duties. Moreover, code of
ethics and discipline to be
abided by delegates are also
drawn. Delegates should
realize and abide by these
rules which are laid down
with the aim of holding the
National Convention suc-
cessfully which is the most
important for the State and
the people.
(See page 10)

The National Convention is the concern of all our national races.




