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Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace

and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity

and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round

development of other sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in

terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt delivers an address Promotion and Implementation of Myanmar-Thai Economic Cooperation Meeting.— MNA

Chairman of National Convention Convening Commission Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses National Convention Convening Commission
Meeting No 10/2004.— MNA

National Convention Convening Commission
holds Meeting No 10/2004

YANGON, 16 May— The
National Convention Con-
vening Commission held its
Meeting No 10/2004 at
Anawrahta Yeiktha of
Nyaunghnapin Camp
in Hmawby Township at
4 pm today.

Present on the occasion
were Chairman of National
Convention Convening
Commission Secretary-2 of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Gen
Thein Sein, Chairman of
National Convention Con-
vening Work Committee U
Aung Toe, Chairman of

National Convention Con-
vening Management Com-
mittee Maj-Gen Lun Maung
and members of the com-
mission.

The chairman of the Na-
tional Convention Conven-
ing Commission gave in-
structions on completion of
preparations for success-
fully holding the National
Convention on 17 May, ar-
rangements for convenience
of delegates to be able to
attend the convention and
fulfilment of requirements
in health, food and accom-
modation of the delegates.

Secretary of the Commis-
sion Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
then reported on completion
of preparatory tasks for
holding the Convention.

Chairman of National
Convention Convening
Work Committee U Aung
Toe briefed them on mat-
ters related to the discus-
sions of the Convention.
Chairman of National Con-
vention Convening Man-
agement Committee Maj-
Gen Lun Maung also re-
ported on accommodation,
health, food and welfare of
the delegates, followed by
a round of discussions.

Later, Lt-Gen Thein
Sein gave necessary instruc-
tions and the meeting con-
cluded at 5.30 pm.—˚MNA
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For boosting produc-

tion of ten major
crops
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Paying serious
attention on develop-
ment of rural areas
and national races
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YANGON, 16 May—A
coordination meeting on
promotion and implementa-
tion of Myanmar-Thai eco-
nomic cooperation was held
at Zeyathiri Beikman  here
at 4 pm today with an ad-
dress by Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt.

Also present on the oc-
casion were ministers, the
Chairman of Yangon City
Development Committee
the Yangon Mayor, deputy
ministers, officials of the
State Peace and Develop-

Prime Minister addresses coordination
meeting on promotion and implementation
of Myanmar-Thai economic cooperation

ment Council Office, heads
of department and officials.

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt, in his address,
said that the meeting is to
coordinate matters related to
promotion and implementa-
tion of Myanmar-Thai eco-
nomic cooperation.

Promotion of Myanmar-
Thailand economic coop-
eration is one of agreements
reached at the Summit
Meeting on Economic Co-
operation Strategy of Cam-
bodia, Laos, Myanmar and

Thailand held in Bagan,
Myanmar in 2003.

The summit meeting
promoted economic coop-
eration among Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar and Thai-
land, cooperation in trade
and development sectors and
discussed matters related to
creating mutual interest
among the four nations.

In addition, the summit
meeting discussed matters
related to narrowing
the development gap among
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PERSPECTIVES
* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire

For boosting production of
ten major crops
     The government has laid down five rural
development tasks for rural development and
uplift of living standard of national people, and
central-level organizations have been fulfilling
requirements.

The government is also providing neces-
sary assistance which contributes towards
progress of education and health of rural areas,
better transport and availability of water for
rural development.
    Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and
party attended the opening of TatdawU Bo
Yahan Basic Education Primary School and
Mya Kyaing Taung BEPS of Zokthok Model
Village in Bilin Township on 8 May morning
and unveiled the stone inscriptions of the build-
ings.

The Prime Minister inspected Gwedanshei
Sluice Gate in Bilin Township being imple-
mented under the leadership of Kyaikhtihsaung
Sayadaw. On completion, the project will have
a capacity to benefit some 1,200 acres of arable
land.

The Prime Minister held a meeting with
local authorities, departmental officials and
members of social organizations in BEHS of
Zokthok Model Village. The Prime Minister said
that the Government has introduced ten major
crops for ensuring development of economy of
rural regions. Therefore, township officials in
the fields of agriculture are to provide neces-
sary assistance such as disseminating agricul-
tural methods and distributing quality strains
for successful realization of the objectives.

Township departmental officials are to
make field trips right down to the grassroots
level so as to fulfil the requirements for devel-
opment of rural regions in their townships and
improvement of living standard of local people.

As the respective committees have been
formed to carry out rural development tasks,
the township level departmental officials are to
make concerted efforts through right leader-
ship and proper management.

In addition, for regional development, the
departmental officials are to enlist the strength
of social organizations formed in every town-
ship.

Therefore, through the four agricultural
methods laid down by the Head of State, meas-
ures are to be taken for boosting per acre yield
of the ten major crops for ensuring greater de-
velopment of rural areas and elevating the liv-
ing standard of rural people.

YANGON, 16 May—The opening of the Seminar on
Promotion of National Education (Mandalay) (2004) took
place at the Education College in Mandalay yesterday
morning.

It was attended by Mandalay Division Peace and
Development Council Chairman Central Command Com-
mander Maj-Gen Ye Myint, Minister for Education U
Than Aung, Mandalay City Development Committee
Chairman Mayor Brig-Gen Yan Thein, local authorities,
officials and members of social organizations.

The commander said that the government is pursu-
ing the National Education Promotion Plan step by step to
ensure an education system that contributes towards de-
velopment of the nation and the people, to enable the
students to catch up with international level science and
technology, to polish and elevate national character, tra-
ditions, culture and customs, and to bring about a con-
stant studying society. Respective departmental officials,
education staff and teachers are to play the main role in

Seminar on Promotion of National Education launched
reviewing steps and tasks of the national education pro-
motion plan and discussing future tasks, he said. The
special four-year national education promotion plan
launched in 2000-2001 academic year has been completed
successfully this year, and the exhibition to mark accom-
plishment of the four-year national education promotion
plan has been opened starting yesterday, he said.

Teacher-centred teaching method has been turned
into interactive teaching system and there have emerged
multimedia teaching classrooms, learning centres and re-
source centres, resulting in betterment of education sector
and narrowing down the gap of opportunity to pursue
education between urban and rural areas, he said. The
minister also delivered a speech. The commander and the
minister cordially greeted those present and inspected
laboratory equipment that the Education Planning and
Training Department distributed to basic education schools
in 2002-2004 academic years. The seminar continues till
18 May. — MNA

YANGON, 16 May—
The meeting to coordinate
development of industrial
zones was held in the town
hall in Monywa, Sagaing
Division, yesterday morn-
ing.

Present were Chair-
man of Sagaing Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
North-West Command Maj-
Gen Tha Aye, Chairman of
Myanma Industrial Devel-
opment Committee Minis-
ter for Industry-1 U Aung
Thaung, Monywa Industrial
Zone in-charge Minister for
Transport Maj-Gen Hla
Myint Swe, Joint-Secretary
Deputy Minister for Indus-
try-2 Lt-Col Khin Maung
Kyaw, chairmen of Sagaing,
Shwebo and Monywa In-
dustrial Zones and members
of the industrial zone man-
agement committees.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Minister U Aung
Thaung said that year 2004/
2005 was designated as In-
dustrial Sector Development
Year. As such, industrial en-
trepreneurs are urged to par-
ticipate with might and

main in development of the
industrial sector. Only then
will it be possible to de-
velop the industrial sector
and the sector develop.

Since the industrial
zones were established be-
ginning 1995, the number
has increased to 19. Indus-
trial management commit-
tee members and industri-
alists are not to be satisfied
with the ordinary develop-
ment and they should expe-
dite momentum of develop-
ment. The industrial man-
agement committee mem-
bers and industrial entrepre-
neurs, on their part, are to
cooperate to build factories.
In so doing, they are re-
quired to carry out construc-
tion  meeting set standard
for timely completion. At
the same time, they should
train the employees to be-
come skilled workers.

Next, Minister Maj-
Gen Hla Myint Swe and
Deputy Minister for Indus-
try-2 Lt-Col Khin Maung
Kyaw gave instructions on
active participation in devel-
opment of the industrial sec-
tor. The industrialists from
Sagaing, Shwebo and
Monywa industrial zones
reported on their sectors.

The commander also in-
structed to realize the good-
will of the government and
actively participate in devel-
opment of the zones.

Afterwards, the min-
isters inspected  Win Thuza
Shop in Monywa.

The commander and
the ministers proceeded to
Monywa Industrial Zone
and inspected manufactur-
ing of trailers of cycle, four-
wheel mini-tractors and
tractors.

On arrival at
Monywa Industrial Zone
Heavy Factory Construction
Project, the commander and
the ministers gave instruc-
tions on growing of toddy-
palms, tamarind trees, rain
trees and Thitseint trees
(Belleric myrobalan) in the
environs of the project site.

In the afternoon,
Commander Maj-Gen Ye
Myint, Minister U Aung
Thaung and Deputy Minis-
ter Lt-Col Khin Maung
Kyaw met the chairman and
members of industrial zone
management committee and
industrialists at Kanaung
Hall in Pyigyidagun Town-
ship Industrial Zone. Min-
ister U Aung Thaung said
that as the plan was laid

Commander, Ministers meet industrialists in Sagaing,
Mandalay Divisions

down to upgrade Mandalay,
Monywa and Taunggyi
(Ayethaya) industrial zones
out of all industrial zones
in line with the guidance of
the Head of State, industrial
entrepreneurs, on their part,
are to actively take part in
implementation of the plan
as soon as possible.

Chairman of Manda-
lay District Peace and De-
velopment Council Chair-
man of Industrial Zone Su-
pervisory Committee Lt-Col
Maung Maung reported on
progress of the zone. Those
present reported on require-
ments and Minister U Aung
Thaung attended to the
needs. The commander said
that the government encour-
ages  development of the in-
dustrial zones. As such, the
entrepreneurs are to coop-
erate for materialization of
the factory project as soon
as possible. Later, they in-
spected sites for building
the foundry, press machine,
forge, heat treatment plant
and machine shop.

On 16 May morning,
Minister U Aung Thaung
met factory managers of
Mandalay and Sagaing Di-
visions at Kanaung Hall of
Mandalay Brewery.—  MNA

The commander and ministers inspect Win Thuza shop in Monywa. — MNA

Teachers of night schools honoured
YANGON, 16 May —  A ceremony to honour teachers who taught voluntarily at

night schools organized by Yangon Division Maternal and Child Welfare Association,
during 2003-2004 academic year, which were opened by Ahlon Township Maternal and
Child Welfare Association, Yangon West District, was held in Ahlon Township hall this
morning. Present on the occasion were Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and wife, Patron of Supervisory
Committee for Yangon Division MCWA Daw Khin Thet Htay, No 3 Military Region
Commander Col Tint Hsan, Secretary of Yangon Division Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Myint Kyi and members, members of panel of patrons of Division
MCWA, Head of Yangon Division Health Department Dr Hla Myint, chairmen of
District Peace and Development Councils, chairmen of Township PDCs,  members of
MCWA and teachers. Patron of Yangon Division MCWA  Daw Khin Thet Htay spoke
on the occasion. Then, Daw Khin Mya, President of Ahlon Township MCWA presented
reports on measures taken for enabling night schools to be opened under the arrange-
ments of Yangon Division MCWA. Next, tenth standard student from the night school,
Maung Ko Ko Aung who sat for the matriculation examination of 2003-2004 academic
year expressed his thanks. Next, Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and wife and Dr Hla
Myint respectively presented certificates of honour and souvenirs to a total of 31 teach-
ers. After the ceremony, Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and wife and party viewed
documentary photos on activities of Ahlon Township MCWA displayed at township
hall. — MNA
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Iraqis jubilate as they display destroyed US Army equipment
in the holy city of Najaf, Iraq, on 14  May, 2004
after American tanks charged into the centre of this holy
city and shelled positions held by fighters loyal to
a radical cleric who launched an uprising against the

  US-led coalition last month. — INTERNET

Bomb explodes at Iraq army
recruiting centre

K ARBALA , 16 May——˚American troops fought militiamen loyal to radical cleric˚Muqtada al-Sadr on Saturday
in the southern city of Karbala, but the city of Najaf was relatively quiet following intense clashes a day earlier.

Guerillas fired a mortar
round at an Iraqi army
recruiting centre in the
northern city of Mosul,
killing four people and
injuring 19, hospital officials
said. The shell landed in a
crowd of people who were
waiting to sign up for the
military. Guerillas have
previously targeted police
and army recruitment centres
in an effort to undermine
Iraqi involvement in the

US-led coalition.
The US military an-

nounced the deaths of five
soldiers: three from wounds
suffered in rebel attacks on
Friday, one in a vehicle
accident and one from
“natural causes.”

On Saturday, an explosion
was heard near the
headquarters of the US-led
coalition in Baghdad. Sirens
wailed briefly. There was no
report of casualties.

South of Baghdad, a
soldier died from injuries
received during a mortar
attack on Friday, and another
soldier died on the same day
in a sniper ambush. Near
Balad, north of Baghdad, a
soldier died and another was
injured in a car bomb attack
on a military convoy.

Early Friday, a military
vehicle overturned during a
patrol south of Baghdad,
killing a soldier. A fifth

soldier died of natural causes
Friday in the capital, the
military said.

As of Friday, 14 May,
775 US service members
have died since the
beginning of military
operations in Iraq last year,
according to the Department
of Defence. Of those, 565
died as a result of hostile
action and 210 died of non-
hostile causes.

Also Saturday, fighting
ebbed in the southern city of
Nasiriyah, where gunmen
believed loyal to al-Sadr had
attacked the local coalition
headquarters. Two Filipino
guards suffered shrapnel
wounds.Shooting lasted all
night until early morning
around the coalition
building, where some
international staffers and
four Italian journalists were
trapped inside, said coalition
spokesman Andrea Angeli,
who was among those in the
building. — Internet

Iraqi newspaper urges Rumsfeld to resign
BAGHDAD ,  16  May—A major Iraqi newspaper urged US Defence Minister Donald

H  Rumsfeld to resign in an editorial Saturday, joining the international outcry for him
to step down over the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse scandal.

It also cited a meeting he
held with Saddam Hussein
in the 1980s when he served
in the administration of
former President Ronald
Reagan.

“Rumsfeld, known for
his past links with Saddam
should have announced his
resignation in Baghdad to
satisfy the poor Iraqi people,”

the newspaper Azzaman said
in a front page editorial.

Rumsfeld paid a one-day
visit to Iraq on Thursday to
look into the prison scandal
and boost the morale of US
troops.

“He should have gone to
Abu Ghraib prison to look
for those deliberately hidden
... or to announce the release

of all detained in Abu Ghraib
and then go to pray to get
forgiveness for the abuses he
inflicted on Iraqi people,” the
newspaper added.

Four US soldiers have
been charged in the abuse
and humiliation of Iraqi
detainees at Abu Ghraib. The
first trial is set to begin
Wednesday. — Internet

Shiite Mehdi Army militiamen take position in the centre of Najaf, Iraq, on 14  May,
2004 as American tanks charged into the centre of this holy city . — INTERNET

Five more GIs die in Iraq
BAGHDAD , 16 May—The US military reported the deaths of five soldiers on

Saturday: three from wounds suffered in rebel attacks on Friday, one in a vehicle
accident and one from “natural causes.”

American troops fought militiamen loyal
to radical cleric Muqtada al-Sadr on
Saturday in the southern city of Karbala,
although the clashes were less intense than
they had been.

The city of Najaf was reported to be
relatively quiet following fierce fighting
Friday around one of the Shiites’ holiest
shrines.

Shooting subsided in Nasiriyah after an
all-night battle around coalition
headquarters between Shiite militiamen and

Italian forces.
Near the southern city of Amarah, a British

patrol was ambushed and a firefight erupted.
In the northern city of Mosul, guerillas

fired a mortar round at an Iraqi army recruiting
centre, killing four people and injuring 19,
hospital officials said. The shell landed in a
crowd of people who were waiting to sign up
for the military. Guerillas have previously
targeted police and army recruitment centres
in an effort to undermine Iraqi involvement
in the US-led coalition. — Internet

President Castro leads mass protest
against Bush

 HAVANA , 16 May —  President Fidel Castro led hundreds of thousands of Cubans
in a mass protest in Havana on Friday against new steps taken by the United States
to squeeze Cuba’s economy and topple its Communist government.

Danish medics reported seeing tortured Iraqis

The incident was re-
ported to British officials in
September.

Danish troops serve un-
der British command in south-
ern Iraq, where two unnamed
medics said that last Septem-
ber in Basra two Iraqi prison-
ers were brought in with signs
of having suffered “rough
treatment during an unauthor-
ized interrogation in the field
by a British unit”, said a min-
istry statement.

“According to the infor-
mation, one of the Iraqis was
later to die of his injuries,” the
ministry said. Britain and its
ally the United States are strug-
gling to contain a growing
scandal over abuse of Iraqi
prisoners. Danish Defence
Minister Soren Gade told lo-

cal television the British mili-
tary had agreed to provide in-
formation about the incident,
which was reported immedi-
ately to a Danish Army law-
yer back in September but was
not reported to Copenhagen.

The Danish legal officer
contacted British authorities
and was told the incident was

COPENHAGEN,  16 May —  Danish Army medics in Iraq saw two prisoners at a
British field hospital who had been beaten, one of them to death, the Danish Defence
Ministry said on Friday.

already being investigated.
“Because no Danish sol-

diers were involved, the epi-
sode was not reported back
home,” said Gade, promis-
ing to find out why the report
was not followed up and to
keep track of the British in-
vestigation into the incident.

 MNA/Reuters

Malaysia’s PM says web terror
sites unacceptable

 KUALA LUMPUR,  16 May— Malaysia will bar companies
from hosting Internet sites such as the one that carried a
video of the beheading of American Nicholas Berg, Prime
Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said on Friday.

 Acme Commerce Sdn Bhd, the Malaysian firm hosting
the Muntada al-Ansar Islamist web site www.al-ansar.biz that
originally showed the killing, pulled the site on Thursday.

 “We will not allow any kind of web page or any company
operating on behalf of any terrorist organization, we won’t
allow certainly,” Abdullah told reporters.  — MNA/Reuters

 Workers and students
wearing red shirts and sol-
diers and military cadets in
uniform marched waving
small Cuban flags along Ha-
vana’s waterfront past the
American diplomatic mission,
shouting slogans against US
President George W Bush.

 “Bush, you fascist, there
is no aggression that Cuba
cannot resist,” they chanted
during the six-hour march or-
ganized by the government. It
was one of its largest rallies in
years.

 Officials said 1.2 million
people marched to repudiate
what they see as US med-
dling. Castro denounced as
“ruthless and cruel” measures
adopted last week by the
White House to step up sup-
port for Cuban dissidents and
limit dollar remittances to
Cubans and visits from their
relatives in the United States.
The 77-year-old Cuban

leader, wearing his trademark
military fatigues and cap,
walked one mile, at times lean-
ing on a marcher.

 “You have no right what-
soever, except for that of brute
force, to intervene in Cuba’s
affairs... and proclaim the tran-
sition from one system to an-
other and take measures to
make this happen,” Castro said
in a speech. Castro said Bush
had no moral authority to speak
of freedom, democracy and
human rights in Cuba when
his election to the White House
was a “fraud” and US troops
were killing Iraqis.

 “The unbelievable torture
applied to prisoners in Iraq
has rendered the world speech-
less,” Castro said.

 Castro’s younger brother
and designated political suc-
cessor, Raul Castro, marched
in uniform at the head of a
contingent of Cuban army
generals and officers.

 In a move criticized as
pandering to Cuban voters in
Florida, Bush decided to limit
visits by Cuban Americans to
relatives in Cuba to one every
three years and restrict their
cash remittances to immedi-
ate family members. He also
prohibited sending money to
government officials and
members of the ruling Com-
munist Party.

 Experts believe the new
US sanctions will barely dent
the flow of an estimated 800
million US dollars a year to
Cuba, a vital injection of cash
for Cuba’s battered socialist
economy.

 Cuban authorities, how-
ever, suspended sales of all
but food and toiletries in dol-
lar shops on Monday, warn-
ing of price increases and tough
times ahead, as they seized on
the issue to bash Bush’s poli-
cies and rally support.

 MNA/Reuters
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A South Korean protester holds an image showing US
soldiers’ abusing Iraqi prisoners at a rally against the

US-led war in Iraq in Seoul, on 14 May, 2004.—INTERNET

SEOUL,  16 May—
Opposition to a government
decision to send troops to
Iraq flared here as South
Korean President Roh Moo-
Hyun returned to office to
face the sensitive issue.

Don’t send our boys in
harm’s way for an unjust
war,” read a banner as some
200 people, including human
rights activists and leftist

students, chanted slogans
opposed to the planned troop
deployment outside the US
embassy in central Seoul
Saturday. They urged the
government to resist US
pressure and reject “the
humiliation” of sending
troops to the war-torn
country.

Hundreds of riot police
with shields surrounded the
protestors to bar their way to
the heavily guarded US
diplomatic compound.

The protest lasted an
hour before the protestors
broke up peacefully. There
were no arrests or injuries.

An opinion poll by the
independent Hankyoreh
daily indicated that reported
mistreatment of Iraqi
prisoners by US troops had
stoked opposition to South
Korea’s decision to send
more than 3,000 troops to
Iraq.

The survey published
Saturday showed 64 percent
of respondents believe the
government should call off
the troops dispatch, up from
52 percent a month earlier.

The percentage of those
who believe the government
should abide by its
commitment to sending the
troops fell to 30 percent from
39 percent.

Roh, suspended from
office for two months, was
reinstated Friday after the
Constitutional Court rejected
a parliamentary vote to
impeach him.

 Internet

Sistani aide asks US forces, militia to quit Najaf
 DUBAI , 16 May  —  An aide to top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani called on Friday on US forces and

militiamen of cleric Moqtada al-Sadr to cease fighting and leave the holy Iraqi city of Najaf.
buried.

 US forces intensified
their war against Sadr on
Friday, sending tanks into
Najaf’s vast cemetery to blast
guerilla positions among its
ancient tombs for the first
time.

 Explosions and gunfire
rocked the city, with much

 Ayatollah Mohammad
Baqer al-Mohri, Kuwait-
based aide to Sistani, said
the fighting was spreading
fast and he feared for holy
sites and for Sistani’s life.

 “The fighting is getting
closer to the house of the
Grand Ayatollah. We fear
that his life will be in dan-

200 peacefully protest
Iraq war

SEATTLE , 16 May—More than 200 demonstrators
gathered peacefully in downtown Seattle Friday to protest
the Iraq war.

May Mineissi, a fourth- and fifth-grade teacher at the
School of Seattle in the Central District, said she had always
been against the war. “There’s no real reason for us to have
gone in in the first place,” she said.

But the recent disclosure of photos showing the
degradation and torture of Iraqis at Abu Ghraib prison
outside Baghdad caused a physical reaction, said Mineissi,
24, the daughter of Egyptian immigrants.

“Honestly, when I saw them, I had to turn away,” she
said. “I couldn’t eat or do anything else for the rest of the
day.”  They carried signs such as “The Iraqi Children Cry
Too For Peace” and “How Many Lives Per Gallon?”

Some motorists honked their car horns in support. No
jeers could be heard.

The peace movement in Seattle had lost some traction
after the beginning of the Iraq war, some inside the group
have claimed. But this rally, and other recent events, could
be indicators that the movement is gaining some renewed
momentum. — Internet

A Shiite Iraqi raises his gun as hundreds of others shout anti-US slogans  in the Sadr
City district in Baghdad, Iraq, on 14 May, 2004. — INTERNET

Shiite fighters attack coalition Hqs in  Iraqi town
 BAGHDAD , 16 May  — Shiite militiamen attacked the office of the US-led civilian

administration in the southern Iraqi town of Nassiriya on Friday, firing at least five
rocket-propelled grenades, an official in the building said.

 Andrea Angeli, spokesman for the coa-
lition in Nassiriya, said Italian troops and
Filipino security guards traded fire with the
militiamen, who had earlier occupied the
governor’s office in the town, 235 miles
southeast of Baghdad.

He said he was among around 20 interna-
tional staff trapped inside the building, along
with four Italian reporters. He had no infor-
mation on any casualties.

 Italian troops are responsible for secu-
rity in Nassiriya, where there have been
sporadic clashes with militiamen loyal to

rebel cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, who launched
an uprising against occupying troops last
month. Angeli said the battle erupted around
7 pm (1500 GMT) and was still going on
more than an hour later.

 Earlier on Friday, groups of militiamen,
some carrying rocket-propelled grenades,
stormed the governor’s offices in the centre
of Nassiriya and took it over.

 Others gathered around the main bridge
over the Euphrates in the centre of the town
and outside a nearby police station in small
pick-up trucks. — MNA/Reuters

ger,” he told Reuters by tele-
phone.

 “We ask the coalition
forces and (Sadr’s) Mehdi
militia to quit the holy city
Najaf,” he said. He urged US
forces not to violate the
sanctities of Najaf or dam-
age its shrines and cemetery
where religious clerics were

of the fighting apparently
around the main police sta-
tion, less than a mile from
some of the holiest Shiite
shrines.

 Mohri said most of
Sadr’s men were not from
Najaf and they should leave.
He said US forces wanted to
arrest or kill Sadr, whose
offices he said were close to
Sistani’s house.

 “We heard reports that
Imam Ali’ shrine was vio-
lated and this breached all
red lines,” he added.

 US commanders have
said they will try not to en-
croach on holy sites, includ-
ing the Imam Ali shrine where
Sadr has taken sanctuary. But
they said this week the “illegal
militia” must be disbanded and
their patience was wearing thin
after more than a month of
fighting across southern Iraq.

MNA/Reuters

 Former British detainees tell Bush
of Guantanamo abuse

 LONDON, 16 May— Two Britons freed from the US  military base in Guantanamo
Bay have told President George W Bush that they suffered abuse similar to that
inflicted on Iraqi  prisoners at the Abu Ghraib prison, the British Guardian newspaper
reported Friday.

 In an open letter to Bush,
Shafiq Rasul and Asif Iqbal
accused  US military offi-
cials of deliberately mis-

leading the public about  pro-
cedures at Guantanamo,
where about 600 detainees
are held  without trial, the
paper said.

 Rasul and Iqbal, who
were freed in March after
being arrested  in Afghani-
stan and held without charge
for more than two years,  al-
leged in the letter that heavy-
handed treatment was sys-
tematic.

 “From the moment of our

arrival in Guantanamo Bay,
we were  deliberately hu-
miliated and degraded by
methods we now read US
officials denying,” the paper
quoted the letter as saying.

 According to the report,
Iqbal and Rasul have issued
repeated  allegations of abuse
at the camp since their re-
lease in March. But their pre-
vious claims were dismissed
by the US Embassy in Lon-
don. — MNA/Xinhua

Philippine workers quit Iraq over security fears
 MANILA , 16 May — About 600 Filipinos working at a US military camp in Iraq have

quit their jobs after one of their countrymen was killed in a mortar attack, a Philippine
official said on Friday.

tack on the US military camp
at Balad, north of Baghdad,
on Tuesday night.

 The US military said five
were also wounded. It did
not specify their nationali-
ties.

 An estimatd 3,000 Filipi-
nos are working as civilian
contractors in Iraq, includ-
ing about 1,360 at the Camp
Anaconda in Balad.

 The workers who left
their jobs would be flown
into the United Arab Emir-
ates by their employer,
Prime Projects Inc, and
will be repatriated to Ma-
nila, the Philippine offi-
cial said. Repatriation ex-
penses will be deducted
from the workers’ salaries,
the official said.

 MNA/Reuters

 “There is a paralysis of
work in Balad because of
fear, and they (Filipinos)
refuse to work after the inci-
dent,” the official from the
Foreign Affairs Department,
who requested not to be iden-
tified, told reporters.

 The Philippines — a stal-
wart ally of Washington —
has confirmed a Filipino ci-
vilian was killed in the at-

South Korean
demonstrators oppose
troop dispatch to Iraq

Official says Iraq
abuse hurt MP’s

reputation
FORT LEONARD WOOD ,

16 May— The reputation of
the Army’s military police
has been “sullied” because
of abuses at Iraq’s Abu
Ghraib prison, but core
standards have not changed,
the Army’s top military
police trainer said Friday.

Brig Gen Steve Curry,
who runs the MP school at
Fort Leonard Wood, insisted
those standards include the
humane and respectful
treatment of prisoners — a
message repeated throughout
the day as the Army post
opened to reporters to watch
training for Iraq-bound MPs.

About 180 privates are
currently in their 14th week
of a 17-week military police
training programme.

Internet
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 All parties, except former Prime Minis-
ter Jose Maria Aznar’s Popular Party (PP),
backed the Socialists’ move, which was
their first major policy decision after their
upset victory in a general election in March.

 The PP government firmly backed the
US-led invasion of Iraq and contributed to
the coalition by sending 1,300 troops for
humanitarian tasks despite widespread
popular opposition to the war.

 In Thursday’s vote, the 141 PP lawmak-

ers opposed the move, while the Socialists of
Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero and all the
other smaller parties — totalling 186 votes
— voted in favour.

 Defence Minister Jose Bono said on
Wednesday that the Spanish withdrawal was
happening faster than expected and could be
complete next week, Spanish newspapers
reported. That would be ahead of the May 27
date the government had set.

 MNA/Reuters

Polluted
drinking

water poisons
Iraqis

BAGHDAD,  15 May —
More than 300 Iraqis in
Mada’in, one of the south-
ern districts of Baghdad,
were poisoned by polluted
drinking water, said
Azzaman newspaper Thurs-
day. During the past few
months, many cases of poi-
soning took place  because
of the polluted drinking wa-
ter, which resulted from
people throwing poisonous
wastes in the drainage and
rivers, said the  local news-
paper.

“The drinking water
that we use in our houses
from the river of  Diyala is
full of polluted materials
from the sewage and the in-
dustrial wastes,” said
Hameed Hussam, chairman
of the  municipality of the
city. He added international
organizations are distribut-
ing drinking water to the
residents of the area, and the
mosques used the loud-
speakers to urge people not
to use regular water tabs for
drinking. Many of the Iraqi
cities, especially the south-
ern ones, are suffering the
problem of polluted drink-
ing water, which led to the
spread of some epidemics,
especially among children.

 MNA/Xinhua
An armed Iraqi fighter takes up position in the centre of Karbala, 110km south of

Baghdad, Iraq, on 13 May, 2004. — INTERNET

Italy condemns prisoner
abuses in  Iraq

 ROME, 16 May  — The Italian Government issued a statement on Friday condemn-
ing the abuses against Iraqi prisoners committed by American forces and stressing
that it had been unaware of the mistreatment until the scandal exploded.

 The statement, issued after a Cabinet
meeting, said the government “severely con-
demned” the abuse episodes and wanted to
see the perpetrators “justly punished”.

 “The Cabinet indignantly rejects accu-
sations of co-responsibility or reticence with
regard to these shameful and despicable
acts,” it said.

 It underscored that the abuses had been
committed by members of  the Armed Forces
of “other countries in the coalition”.

 The statement ended by expressing sup-
port for the almost 3,000 Italian troops
currently serving in Iraq.

 The centre-right government, a staunch
ally of US President George W Bush, has
repeatedly rejected Italian opposition par-
ties’ accusations that it must have known
about the prisoner abuses.

 Italian Defence Minister Antonio
Martino told the Lower House on Wednes-
day that the Italian Government knew noth-
ing of the abuse,  adding that: “If it had, it
would have taken appropriate steps against
its allies.”

 The minister also denied that the Inter-
national Red Cross had given the Italian

Government a report on the abuses.
 Accusations that the government was

aware of the abuses have been fuelled in the
past few days by allegations that Italian
troops serving in southern Iraq knew about
the mistreatment of prisoners, at least those
being detained in Iraqi-run jails.

 MNA/Xinhua

Western allies press US to
give Iraqis real power

WASHINGTON, 16 May—  Major powers
challenged the United States on Friday to
transfer real power to Baghdad at the June 30
handover of sovereignty by giving Iraqis
authority to control their security forces and
influence US military decisions.

 France, which last year blocked UN ap-
proval of the US invasion, said Washington
must give up control over local forces and
Italy, a US ally with troops in Iraq, said a new
government must have a say over American
troop tactics.  In a nod to Iraqi authority,
Secretary of State Colin Powell said the United
States would withdraw its troops if the in-
terim government made such an unlikely
demand.—MNA/Reuters

Spain’s Parliament backs Iraq troop withdrawal
 MADRID , 16 May — Spain’s Parliament backed the Socialist Party’s decision to

withdraw Spanish troops from Iraq in a vote on Thursday.

Kerry says people ran amok in
Iraqi abuse scandal

WASHINGTON ,  16 May— Democratic challenger John Kerry said on Friday images
of abuse at a US-run Iraqi prison showed “people run amok” and accused President
George W Bush of alienating US allies with “stiff-arm” tactics.

chusetts, who made a special
trip to Capitol Hill for a pri-
vate viewing, blamed lack of
training, the rapid deployment
of troops in jobs for which
they were unprepared and fail-
ure to apply the Geneva Con-
ventions for creating the cli-
mate for abuse.

“What those pictures told
me was that these were a group

of people run amok,” Kerry
said.

Kerry, a decorated Viet-
nam War veteran, said he
learned in survival training to
quote the Geneva Conventions
and that “it sure helps to have
other people who believe that
it is important to live up to
them.”

MNA/Reuters

Despite what he called
the depraved pictures of
violence and sexual humilia-
tion at the Abu Ghraib Prison,
Kerry said the Bush Adminis-
tration probably would be bet-
ter off releasing them to the
public and taking responsibil-
ity rather than having them
leak out in “dribs and drabs”.

The senator from Massa-

Experts worry about indoor air
pollution in developing countries

  TIANJIN , 16 May  — Statistics show that indoor air
pollution has doubled over the past 15 years in surveyed
cases in some developing countries and regions like
China and India, according to a visiting Danish environ-
ment expert.

  Each day about 5,000
people die of indoor air pollu-
tion, P Ole Fanger, an expert
from the Technical Univer-
sity of Denmark, said  here
Thursday at an ongoing inter-
national seminar on architec-
ture  and urban environment.

  Some 30 environmen-
tal experts attended discus-
sions on “green” or envi-
ronmentally friendly archi-
tecture involving issues like
indoor environment and
urban environment. They
came from over 10 Chinese
and foreign universities in-
cluding those of Denmark,
Japan, South Korea and the
United States.

  Fanger said that in many
developing countries and re-
gions, indoor environment
has become worse because of
polluting gases arising from
cooking, toilet use and furni-
ture which are posing serious
threats to human health.
Moreover, modern buildings

have  become more tightly
closed for the purpose of en-
ergy efficiency,  which there-
fore reduces ventilation.

  He added that poison-
ous gases may leak from
upholstery materials, mod-
ern office equipment and
home electrical appliances,
leading to the worsening of
indoor pollution.

People who inhale the
gases may feel dizzy, fa-
tigued and weary and thus
become less  efficient in
work.

  A person spends about
90 per cent of his or her life
indoors and  is subject to a
large amount of unclean
gas.

Zhu Neng, an environmen-
tal expert of Tianjin Univer-
sity, suggested people be con-
scientious and active to in-
crease ventilation, the best
way to  improve indoor envi-
ronment.

 MNA/Xinhua

Turkmen party official
killed in Iraq

 ISTANBUL, 16 May—  Gunmen shot dead a senior party member from the Turkmen
minority in northern Iraq on Friday when they opened fire on his convoy, Turkey’s state-
run Anatolian news agency said.

The agency said
Mustafa Kemal Yaycili,
 the Iraqi Turkmen Front’s rep-
resentative in the city

of Kirkuk, and his driver were
killed in the attack on Friday
morning in the town of Tuz
Khurmato near Kirkuk.

Anatolian said there was a re-
port that US soldiers had
opened fire on the convoy.
Yaycili was the party’s candi-
date for the post of mayor in
Kirkuk in municipal elections
last year.

Kirkuk, which sits on
some of Iraq’s richest oil
reserves,is divided be-tween
Arabs, Kurds and Turkmens
who all lay claim to the city.

 MNA/Reuters

A US Marine, from the 1st Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment, takes a low position after hearing nearby

gunfire in Kandari, Iraq, on 13 May, 2004. — INTERNET782 US military killed in the Iraq war
BAGHDAD,16 May— Guerillas and US troops battled across Iraq as talk of Shiite

peace moves competed with sounds of mortars and gunfire in Najaf, the stronghold of
Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr and his Mehdi Army militia.

The death count over the last 24 hours was high for guerillas: 21 in the Baghdad area,
16 near Amarah, and four in Karbala, where coalition troops and the Mehdi militia have
been fighting for the last four days, coalition officials said Saturday.

In the northern city of Mosul, a mortar or a rocket-propelled grenade struck a line
of Iraqi civilians lined up outside an army recruitment center, killing four recruits and
wounding 15 others.

Five US soldiers have died in the past 24 hours -- three in separate attacks Friday,
one in a vehicle accident shortly after midnight, and another from natural causes,
according to coalition news releases issued Saturday. The deaths brought to 782 the
number of US forces killed in the Iraq war, 643 of them since President Bush declared
the end of major hostilities on 1 May,  2003.—Internet
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Images of Iraq

An Iraqi man tries to extinguish a burning barricade at the entrance to the suburb of
Sadr City, Baghdad, Iraq, on 15 May, 2004.

Iraqi firefighters battle a burning storage depot following a mortar attack in the Abu
Ghraib suburb of Baghdad, on 15 May, 2004.

Iraqi civilians flee as sporadic clashes erupted between militiamen loyal to wanted cleric
Moqtada Sadr and US forces in the city of Najaf, south of Baghdad, on 15 May, 2004.

Iraqi men are seen through a bullet hole as they survey damaged shops, in the centre of
the city of Najaf, on 15 May, 2004.

Civilians rush a wounded Iraqi man into a local hospital in the holy city of Najaf on
14 May 2004.

An  Iraqi  man who was wounded in mortar attack which killed four people is treated at
the hospital in Mosul, on 15 May, 2004.

A map showing roadside bombings in the northern Iraq  city of Mosul
on 7 May, 2004.
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Border and rural area developments

Water supply in rural areas

   Sr      State/Division        Project implemented

1.     Sagaing Division      1166

2.     Magway Division                 750

3.     Mandalay Division      2268

Water is being

supplied to the

villagers  through

tubewell in

Nyaungbinkan

Village, NyaungU

Township, Mandalay

Division.

Communication in border areas

Sr           Subject              Total

1. Retransmission Station                97

2. Post Office                47

3. Telephone Station                80

To dissenminate

knowledge to the

rural public, TV

retransmission

station was built in

Konggyan region of

Shan State (North).

A post office built in Alon Station of Monywa District for the
convenience of local people.

Health care services in border areas

  Sr              Subject    Total

  1.    Station Health Centre      82

  2.    Rural Health Centre      29

  3.    Rural Health Branch      40

Traditional Medical Centre built in Myaung,

Sagaing Division to provide health care
services to local people.

Local national people living in Kokang

region, Shan State (North) are provided

health care services at Chinshwehaw

 Hospital.
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The opening ceremony of the gravel road leading to Meiktila GTC, in progress. — PBANRDA

Nowadays, emphasis is
being laid on ensuring eq-
uitable development of all
parts of the Union with a
view to  further cementing
national solidarity. The
State is making earnest ef-
forts  for harmonious devel-
opment of all regions of the
Union after laying down the
24 special development re-
gions projects, the five ru-
ral development tasks and
the border areas develop-
ment project.

Shweli Hydro-elec-
tric Power Project is being
implemented on Shweli
River near Mantet Village,
17 miles south-west of
Namhkam Township, Shan
State (North). The 531-foot
long and 154 feet high con-
crete gravity dam and 33-
foot diameter and 850 feet
long tunnel with 33-foot di-
ameter and 3.12 miles long
tunnel with 23-foot diameter
will be built.

by T. Htut

Paying serious attention on development of
rural areas and national races

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per
month will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build
a major bridge across Ayeyawady River

Efficient use of fuel

* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of elec-

tricity only if there is not enough
natural light

* Use the least possible amount of elec-
tricity required in production and
service enterprises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 households us-
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a
four-foot fluorescent lamp everyday by each
household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt power
station can supply.

* Do not be frightened whenever

   intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased

All this needs to be known

Efficient use of electricity
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YANGON, 16 May — Director-General of the De-
velopment Affairs Department under the Ministry for
Progress of Border Areas and National Races and Devel-
opment Affairs Col Myo Myint attended the opening
ceremony of a gravel road leading to the Government
Technological College in Meiktila Township, Mandalay
Division on 14 May morning. The road is 4656 feet long
and 12 feet wide.

Next, the director-general inspected sinking of
tubewells by the Township Development Affairs Com-
mittee in outskirts of Meiktila.

The director-general first attended the opening
ceremony of a tubewell in Kyigon village. The 2-inch
tubewell is 210 feet deep and it can supply 1500 gallons
of water per hour. Now, 355 people of 65 households in

the village are having sufficient clean water. The director-
general next inspected the sinking of tubewell in Aungtha
village. It is being sunk to the depth of 200 feet and at
completion, 702 people of 240 households in the village
can have sufficient water.

The director-general next inspected sinking of
tubewell in Chanthagyi village. The tubewell gets water
at the depth of 215 feet. Now the tubewell with the capac-
ity of supplying 1,200 gallons of water per hour is provid-
ing water to 340 people of 59 households in the village.
Col Myo Myint also inspected sinking of tubewell
inTalingon village. The tubewell there with the capacity
of 1,200 gallons per hour is 210 feet deep and it is pro-
viding water to 102 people of 21 households in the vil-
lage. — MNA

Rural development facilities inaugurated

The Shweli hydro-electric power project site in Namhkam Township, Shan State (North).

 With the generation ca-
pacity of 400 megawatts
and it will generate 3,022
kilowatt hours a year.

The electricity generated
from the project will be sup-
plied to Shan State (North)
through 66-kv high-tension
cables. A grid including

230-mile long double high-
tension cable line from
Shweli to Mandalay will be
built to supply power to
other regions.

The Shweli hydel power
project is one of the in-
stances showing the Gov-
ernment's serious attention

to the development of na-
tional races in border areas.

At the same time, the
State is giving priority to the
implementation of rural de-
velopment tasks — ensur-
ing smooth and secure
transportation in rural areas;
enabling rural people to
obtain clean water; enhanc-
ing education standard of
rural people; stepping up
health care facilities of ru-
ral people and  bringing
about economic develop-
ment of rural people.

Apart from other rural
development endeavours,
low-cost rural housing
projects are being imple-
mented in accordance with
the guidance of Head of
State Senior General Than
Shwe.

With the gaining of mo-
mentum in endeavours for
developing the national
races and rural people, the
nation will prosper cer-
tainly.

*****

Director-General Col Myo Myint inspects low-cost housing project in Sansu village,
Chauk Township, Magway Division, recently.
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects renovation of Maha Pasana Cave
YANGON, 16 May — Accompanied by officials of the

State Peace and Development Council Office, Prime Min-
ister General Khin Nyunt  arrived at Maha Pasana Cave
on Thiri Mingalar Kabaaye Hill here this morning where
they were welcomed by Yangon Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Chairman Yangon Command Com-
mander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Ministers, the Yangon

mayor, Deputy ministers and officials.
First, the Prime Minister and party paid homage to

Sitagu International  Buddhist Academy Chancellor Inter-
national Theravada Buddhist Missionary University Hon-
orary Professor Agga Maha Pandita Maha Dhamma
Kahtika Bahujana Hitadara Bhaddanta Dr Ñanissara.

Next, Sitagu Sayadaw Bhaddanta Ñanissara explained

World Buddhist Summits held earlier. The Prime Minis-
ter, the chairman of sub-committee and officials suppli-
cated on arrangements for holding of the Fourth World
Buddhist Summit in Myanmar. The Sayadaw delivered
the Ovadakatha. The Prime Minister then inspected reno-
vation of Maha Pasana Cave and gave necessary instruc-
tions. — MNA

Prime Minister urges …
 (from page 16)

    Major cities including Yangon have greatly developed in
a short time. Now there are modern buildings, religious
edifices such as pagodas, stupas, monasteries and public
rest-houses, modern condominiums, world-class manage-
ment or business centres, departmental stores, banks, hotels
and service apartments, garden cities comprising golf course
of international standard, and modern buildings in all sec-
tors. Therefore, the Union of Myanmar can now stand as a
modern, developed nation in the international arena.
    He said the government made efforts for national devel-
opment in good time due to the active participation of
national forces architects, intellectuals and intelligentsia,
departmental officials, national entrepreneurs, social or-
ganizations.
    He said efficiency of architects and engineers plays a vital
role in urban development and building of urban structures
and uplift of quality of life of the people.
   The architects are builders of magnificent urban structures
of high quality with the application of advanced technology.
Architecture also plays a crucial role in emergence of safe
high-rise buildings of  international standard, he said.

In the time of the Tatmadaw, mushrooming high-rise
buildings have emerged and it is encouraging to note that
these facilities were built by national architects, engineers,
construction entrepreneurs and experts on self-reliance ba-
sis but without any foreign aids, he said.

In accord with the government’s concept that it is neces-
sary for constructing high-rise and modern buildings sys-
tematically in an attempt to upgrade Yangon to a world-class

city, measures are being made to enable Yangon City to
possess characteristics of international level cities after
forming the City Housing Project Supervisory Committee
made up of high-ranking officials, he said.

Now, under the supervision of the committee, national
construction entrepreneurs, architects and engineers includ-
ing departments, and Myanmar Construction Entrepreneurs
Association, Myanmar Engineering Society and Myanmar
Architects Association are participating individually or in
groups in tasks for upgrading of Yangon City, he noted.

The Supervisory Committee for Construction of High-
rise Buildings is providing necessary assistance to systema-
tize in implementing the city housing projects, to meet set
standard and to ensure fine and strong facilities, he said.

At such an opportune time, the seminar “Tall Buildings:
A Challenge for Myanmar Architects & Engineers”, part of
technological development task of Myanmar Architects
Association, will contribute much towards emergence of
mushrooming high-rise buildings and skyscrapers in the
nation, he said.

 The BOC College launched in 1954  had been teaching
architecture to the students, and 2004 is its golden jubilee, he
said. The successful holding of this seminar is endowed with
full national essence for it will help national architects and
engineers build modern sky-high buildings as activities to
mark its golden jubilee in order to set a milestone in
Myanmar architecture, he said.

Architecture has been prominent in the nation since the
beginning of Myanmar’s cultural history. So, today’s archi-
tects are still amazed with the beautiful architecture of the
time of King Anawrahta, founder of the First Myanmar
Empire, such as Buddha images, pagodas, stupas, monaster-

ies and lakes, he said.
It is crystal clear that Myanmar architecture is in the fore

if compared with those of other nations, he said.
He spoke of the need to revitalize high standard of

Myanmar architecture and idea which existed long, long ago
and to promote it with the combination of modern architec-
ture.

Owing to science and technology and urban develop-
ment today, emphasis is being placed on supply of needs on
quality in building of high-rise structures of international
level. Moreover, architecture has significantly developed
today. He spoke of the need for the architects to improve in
the field with the nationalist spirit.

He said he believed that fruitful results will ensue from
the seminar. Making full use of these results, all architects
and engineers are to make concerted efforts for realizing the
goals of the State, he said.

In conclusion, the Prime Minister wished for the seminar
to realize the objectives and urged the architects and engi-
neers to work for national development..

Next, Myanmar Architects Association General Secre-
tary U Hsan Oo submitted the paper on Design Considera-
tion & Importance of Team Work.

After the ceremony, Chairman of City Housing Project
Supervisory Committee Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
inspected the scale model of Cyber Tower to be built in the
compound of MICT Park and construction materials.

At today’s seminar, resource persons submitted their
papers on Tall Buildings in the Context of Urban Develop-
ment, the Role of Architecture in Seismic Design, Basic
Mechanical & Electrical Considerations for Tall Buildings
and Existing High Rise Building Projects in Yangon.  MNA

(from page 1)
the four nations including development of production, seek-
ing market for products, promotion of agricultural and
industrial sector, ensuing mutual interest between develop-
ment of one nation and development of the remaining
nations.

Myanmar, on its part, has been taking necessary meas-
ures relating to resolutions and agreements of the summit
meeting.

Myanmar and Thai are neighbours sharing long border
and strengthening friendly ties. The two nations are meeting
with success in cooperating in development sector and
humanitarian tasks, while striving for development of eco-
nomic, trade, production, agriculture, tourism and commu-
nications sectors. At a time when progress has been made in
Myanmar-Thai cooperation it is required to accelerate  co-
operation in accord with resolutions and agreements of the
summit meeting.

Moreover, steps are being taken for cooperation be-
tween the two nations for ensuring the emergence of heavy
industries and industrial zones under industrial cooperation
between Myanmar and Thailand.

Prime Minister addresses… In the meantime, arrangements are being made for
cooperation in implementing development infrastructures
including transportation.

Therefore, at a time when progress has been made in
cooperation in all aspects between the two nations those
present are to discuss matters related to promoting and
implementing cooperation which serves mutual interest, he
said.

Next, Minister for Foreign Affairs U Win Aung reported
on measures taken sector-wise after laying down programmes
on Myanmar-Thai economic cooperation under Bagan Sum-
mit Economic cooperation.

Afterwards, Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung
reported on holding discussions on matters related to invest-
ment in Myanmar and cooperation between the two coun-
tries in industrial sector under Ayeyawady-Chao Phraya-
Mekong economic cooperation strategy in meeting with
Deputy Prime Minister Chavalit Yougchaiyudh, Minister of
Industry Mr Phinij Jurusombat and Chairman of Investment
Board Mr Sonphong Wanapha of Thailand and business-
men during his visit to Thailand from 3 to 7 March 2004.

This was followed by a general rounds of discussions.
The meeting ended with the concluding remarks by

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt.—MNA

Industry-2 Minister inspects
factories, workshops in

Padaung
YANGON, 16 May— Minister for Industry-2 Maj-Gen

Saw Lwin went to No 1 Agricultural Equipment Factory
(Hsinde) in Padaung Township on 14 May morning.

The minister inspected manufacturing and assem-
bling of KND5B diesel engines, 12-inch pumps and Ayeya-
1 power-tillers. Next, the minister also inspected comple-
tion of the generator workshop and the electric meter
workshop.

On 15 May morning, the minister arrived at No 2
Automobile Factory (Htonbo) in Padaung Township. He
met supervisors and explained annual boosting of produc-
tion of the ministry, functions of the factory for 2004-
2005 financial year, target and production.

Next, the minister inspected manufacturing of DS-
70 diesel engines to be installed in TE-21 trucks and gave
necessary instructions.— MNA

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now.

Nursery Market Festival continues
YANGON,16 May — The Nursery Market Festival

continued at Myay Padetha Park in Bahan Township here
today with the aim of providing necessary assistance to
growers and attracting the public to be interested in ag-
riculture, horticulture, livestock breeding and vegetable
farming. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects renovation of Maha Pasana Cave on Kaba Aye Hill.—  MNA
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YANGON, 16 May —
Member of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
of the Ministry of Defence,
accompanied by Chairman
of Ayeyawady Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
South-West Command Maj-
Gen Soe Naing and mem-
bers, arrived at the poultry
farm of the command and
the chicken distribution
camp yesterday morning af-
ter attending the stake-driv-
ing ceremony for building
Myinkaseik (Panmawady)
Bridge in Pathein. At the
briefing hall, farm in charge
Lt-Col Tin Myo Tint re-
ported on kinds and number
of chickens being bred at the
farm, running of hatchery
and distribution of chickens.
Next, Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than gave necessary instruc-
tions and inspected the farm
and hatchery. Then, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than and party
headed for Pathein Univer-
sity and attended the cer-
emony to open Bio-technol-

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects construction tasks in Pathein, attends opening of
Bio-technology Development Centre

ogy Development Centre
and to hand over the build-
ing. Also present at the
ceremony were Commander
Maj-Gen Soe Naing, senior
military officers, members
of division, district and
township PDCs, the rector,
the pro-rector and professors
of Pathein University, Direc-
tor Dr Katsuhiko-Ando
of the National Institute
of Technology and Evalua-
tion and guests.

First, Rector U Cho

explained the purpose of
opening of the centre.
Ayeyashwewa Co Chair-
man U Teza, the donor of
the centre building, handed
over documents related to
the building to Director-
General of the Higher Edu-
cation Department (Lower
Myanmar) U Saw Lwin. Dr
of Katsuhiko-Ando gave an
honorary speech and pre-
sented a gift to the rector.

Afterwards, Director
General U Saw Lwin spoke

words of thanks, and the
first session of the cer-
emony ended. At the sec-
ond session, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than formally un-
veiled the signboard of the
Bio-technology Develop-
ment Centre. Then, the
commander, the director
general and the rector for-
mally opened the centre by
cutting a ribbon. To hail the
opening  of the centre, Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than
planted a Gangaw tree. Lt-

Gen Khin Maung Than and
party then viewed round the
centre. After that, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than and party
proceeded to the project site
for the construction of
Pathein Bridge being imple-
mented by Public Works,
the Ministry of Construc-
tion. At the briefing hall, Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than
heard reports by officials on
progress in construction of
the bridge and construction
of the embankment with the

use of gravel and gave nec-
essary instructions. Then,
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
and party viewed the con-
struction of the road link-
ing between Kanni and
Chaungtha by car. They
went to Kayukchaunggyi
Bridge construction project
and left instructions.  Later,
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
and party visited Sulamani
Pagoda  and Lawka Nanda
Aungdawmu Pagoda in
Kanni Village. — MNA

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than formally unveils the stone inscription of the Bio-technology Development Centre. — MNA

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects
development of Myaungmya District

YANGON, 17 May— Member of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than of the Ministry of Defence, accompanied by officials of the State
Peace and Development Council Office and departmental officials, left here by car on
14 May morning.

On arrival at Pandine Village in Htantabin Township, they were welcomed by
Chairman of Ayeyawady Division Peace and Development Council Commander of
South-West Command Maj-Gen Soe Naing and officials.

Accompanied by the commander and party, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than proceeded
to Bo Myat Tun Bridge in Nyaungdon Township. In the briefing hall, officials reported
on maintenance of the bridge and prevention of bank erosion. The commander gave a
supplementary report. Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspected measures being taken for
prevention of bank erosion at the bridge. Next, they went to the site of 1,000-acre of
fish breeding project being carried out by South-West Command in Mogok-Deedok area
in Mogok Village between Einme and Pantanaw Townships. Lt-Col Tin Myo Tint
reported on digging of 250 acres of fish ponds, breeding of fish and building of the ice
factory. Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than attended to the requirements and inspected comple-
tion of digging 250-acre of fish ponds. The 1,000-acre of fish breeding project will be
implemented within three years. A total of 250 acres will be dug in the first year,
another 250 in the second year and 500 in the third. Digging of 250 acres of ponds was
completed on 30 April. At Mayanngu Bridge across Thayetkon Creek on Einme-
Myaungmya Road, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than heard reports on building of the bridge
by officials. The bridge will be 240 feet long and 24 feet wide and it is of reinforced
concrete. In Kwingale Village, they heard reports on building of Gyogon Bridge on
Einme Creek and choosing of the axis by officials. At Naungyoe Hall in Myaungmya,
Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than met departmental officials and social organization members.
Chairman of Myaungmya District Peace and Development Council Lt-Col Kyi Htut
Win briefed him on geographical condition, education, health, economic matters, con-
struction works and agriculture and livestock breeding. The commander gave a supple-
mentary report. Next, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than instructed them. At the local battalion
in Myaungmya, he met officers, other ranks and families. He also inspected durability
of Myaungmya suspension bridge and then left for Pathein.—  MNA

Commander inspects tax-free markets
YANGON, 16 May — Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Development

Council Commander of Yangon command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, accompanied by mili-
tary region commanders and officials inspected tax-free markets here this morning.

The commander and party inspected the shops of ministries, YCDC, Yangon
Command and companies in Pantaya, Hanthawady, Konmyinttha, Nawaday, Yankin
and Tamway tax-free markets. Next, the commander  gave necessary instructions and
fulfilled the needs of dealers and purchasers.—MNA

Labour Minister back from Brunei Darussalam
YANGON, 16 May— The Myanmar delegation led by Minister for Labour U Tin

Winn arrived back here by air this evening after attending the 18th ASEAN Labour
Ministers’ Meeting in Brunei Darussalam.

The minister and party were welcomed back at Yangon International Airport by
Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office U Than Shwe, Minister for Cooperatives Maj-
Gen Htay Oo, Deputy Minister for Labour Brig-Gen Win Sein, departmental officials
of the ministry and families. Members of the delegation, Director-General U Soe Nyunt
of the Labour Department, Adviser U Aye Ngwe and Assistant Director U Kyaw Kyaw
also arrived back here on the same flight.— MNA

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe inspects progress of
building Kholan-Wamhsin-Mongnaung-

Mongshu Road
YANGON, 16 May— Member of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen

Aung Htwe of the Ministry of Defence met officers, other ranks and families of the
local battalion in Wamhsin Village, Mongnaung, Shan State (South), on 12 May morn-
ing. Accompanied by Chairman of Shan State Peace and Development Council Com-
mander of Eastern Command Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint and officials, Lt-Gen Aung
Htwe inspected building of Kholan-Wamhsin-Mongnaung-Mongshu Road between mile
posts 20 and 21. Construction in-charge Col Tha Aung and Senior Engineer U Myint
Thet reported on work done.

At mile post 18 on the road, Col Tha Aung reported on quarry and building works.
Lt-Gen Aung Htwe fulfilled the requirements. Next, Col Tha Aung and officials briefed
him on production of gravel and building of the road.

The commander reported on building of Kholan-Wamshin-Mongnaung-Mongshu
Road, arrangements for production of gravel, use of heavy machinery, fuel and tar, plan
to build 46-mile Laikha-Mongnaung Road and 27-mile Pakhi-Mongpok Road, progress
of 16-mile Keshi-Namhpok Road and requirements. After giving necessary instructions,
Lt-Gen Aung Htwe attended to their needs.— MNA

Lt-Gen Maung Bo tours Palaw, Myeik
YANGON, 16 May — Member of the State Peace and Development Council

Lt-Gen Maung Bo of the Ministry of Defence, together with Chairman of the
Taninthayi Division Peace and Development Council Commander of Coastal Region
Command Brig-Gen Ohn Myint, on 13 May morning inspected Dawei-Myeik Road
and communication station and staff quarters in Palaw Township.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Maung Bo met with departmental staff, social organiza-
tions and townselders at the township hall. At the meeting, officials concerned
reported on agriculture tasks in the region. After hearing reports, Lt-Gen Maung Bo
urged the departmental officials to cooperate with local people in implementing the
transportation, education and health tasks. He also attended to the needs.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and party inspected building of Bokechan-
Daw-Myeik new bypass and Papyin Bridge on Dawei-Myeik Road.  At the briefing
hall of the bypass construction project near Daw Village, an official concerned
reported on building tasks. Next, Commander Brig-Gen Ohn Myint and Deputy
Chief Engineer U Ye Myint Swe and Superintending Engineer U Chit Pan gave a
supplementary report.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo yesterday attended the ceremony to enshrine religious objects
into the reliquary  and erect pivot of the Maha Theikdhizaya Pagoda built on
Sandawut Hill in Myeik.

It was also attended by Commander Brig-Gen Ohn Myint, Minister for Live-
stock and Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein and senior military officers, and
local people. sAt the ceremony, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and officials presented religious
objects and offertories to the Sayadaws and Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maharahtaguru
Abhidhaja Aggamaha Saddhamma Jotika Bhaddanta Kumara delivered a sermon and
shared merits gained. At the auspicious time, Lt-Gen Maung Bo, the commander
and the minister enshrined the religious objects into the middle reliquary and erected
the pivot.

After the ceremony, Lt-Gen Maung Bo and party offered soon (day meal) to
the members of the Sangha. Later, cash donation ceremony was followed. At the
ceremony, wellwishers donated cash amounted to K 59,824,677 through Lt-Gen
Maung Bo, Brig-Gen Ohn Myint and Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein. — MNA
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World Telecommunication Day (17 May 2004)
ICTs: Leading the way to sustainable development

Message from Mr Yoshio Utsumi, Secretary-General of
International Telecommunication Union

It is often said that if you don’t like the way the world is, you should change it.  Fortunately, many of the things
we do not like about our world — poverty, ignorance, hunger— could all be changed through better communications.
This belief was shared by the 11,000 delegates, including nearly 50 Heads of State and Government and 80 ministers
and vice-ministers who attended the first phase of the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS) in Geneva
last December.

The Summit was organized by ITU to ensure that social and economic development, which is increasingly
driven by information and communication technologies (ICT), will result in a more just, prosperous and equitable
world.  It is this promise that lies at the heart of our informaton society and it is the reason we have chosen to celebrate
the 139th anniversary of the founding of ITU with the theme ICTs: Leading the way to sustainable development.

Reliable and affordable communications can be used effectively as part of the toolbox for addressing global
problems. ICTs alone may not feed the hungry, eradicate poverty or reduce child mortality, but they are an increasingly
important catalyst that spurs economic growth and social equity. ICTs allow for more efficient agricultural production,
diversity and distribution.  They offer the possibility of delivering basic health services to those in dire need living
in areas with little or no access to healthcare facilities.  They can extend the reach of educators allowing them to bring
knowledge to the most remote corners of our planet.

Access to information technology can boost the creation of small companies and groupings of artisans in the
poorest and most isolated areas of the world and help them join the mainstream of national and even global  markets.
Information technology  makes it possible to leapfrog poor infrastructures so that distance from markets is no longer
a drawback  and poor distribution channels a thing of the past.

ICTs can also be extremely effective in improving governance. They give a voice to people who have been
isolated, or have been invisible and silent, allowing them to speak out regardless of their gender and where they live.

Given their enormous power to improve people’s economic, social and cultural well-being, ICTs must be at
the centre of any development strategy.

The global commitment of world leaders at the Summit is no doubt a historical recognition of the importance
of ICTs in addressing many of the major social, political and economical problems. But the successful outcome of
the first phase of the Summit is only the start of a long process. We now need to transform the vision and plans
adopted in Geneva into concrete action. And above all, we need to enlist the long-term commitment of all stakeholders
to ensure that ICTs truly lead the way to sustainable development.—MNA
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JEJU (South Korea), 16 May — Finance ministers
from the ASEAN+3 countries held their 7th meeting
here Saturday and agreed to further promote financial
and monetary cooperation and structural reforms in
the region.

ASEAN+3 agree to further
financial, monetary cooperation,

structural reforms

 The ministers from
the 10-member Association
of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) and
China, Japan and South
Korea agreed that growth
was supported by
accommodative monetary
and fiscal policies in many
countries, which
contributed to further
strengthening in domestic
demand.

 In a joint statement,
the ministers, who are here
attending the annual
meeting of the Asian
Development Bank, noted
that continued efforts to
accelerate corporate and
financial restructuring,
fiscal consolidation and
improved investment
climate have also led to a
more conducive economic
environment.

 In this regard, the
ASEAN+3 countries have
contributed positively as an
additional source of growth
to global economic
recovery, the statement
said.  The ministers agreed
to undertake further review
of the Chiang Mai Initiative
(CMI) to explore ways of
enhancing its effectiveness.

 Under the CMI, a
total of 16 Bilateral Swap
Arrangements worth 36.5
billion US dollars have
been signed among the
members in the region as
of April 2004.

 They said six groups

have made substantial
progress under the Asian
Bond Market Initiative
(ABMI).

 Such efforts will
contribute significantly to
the development of deeper
and more liquid regional
bond markets that will
assist in the efficient
allocation of the large pool
of savings in Asia to fund
productive investment in
the region, the statement
said.

 The ministers also
stressed the important role
of information exchange in
the development of
regional bond market. As
one of the measures to
promote this, the Asia
Bond Online Website was
officially launched
immediately after the
ministers’ meeting.

The ministers wel-
comed China’s offer to
continue with training
courses and seminars on
the regional economy and
financial cooperation, as
well as the technical
assistance provided by the
Japan-ASEAN Financial
Technical Assistance Fund
for participating members
and the assistance by South
Korea and Malaysia in the
area.  The ministers agreed
to hold further discussions
on further regional
financial cooperation in
Istanbul, Turkey, in 2005.

 MNA/Xinhua

 BEIJING, 16 May  —  A toxic red tide has blanketed
the equivalent of more than 1.3 million soccer fields of sea
off eastern China, threatening marine and human life, state
media said on Saturday.

 The tide is caused by plankton reproducing itself in
large quantities due to nutrients provided in part by sewage
and industrial waste.

 The Vice-Minister at the State Environmental
Protection Administration, Pan Yue, warned people about
eating fish from the area off Zhoushan in Zhejiang Province,
the China Daily said. “It might cause damage to humans
because the red tide contains paralysing toxins,” he said.

 “The phenomenon, though colourful in appearance, is
very dangerous because it can lead to the death of aquatic
life and therefore cause damage to the fishing industry.

MNA/Reuters

 Toxic red tide spreads off
East China
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ADB head says economic cooperation on move in Asia
JEJU  (South Korea), 16 May  —  The regional cooperation and integration in Asia

that have pushed the region’s rapid growth in the last two decades are on a stage
toward new levels, said ADB chief here Friday.

 “Steps are now afoot to take economic
cooperation and integration in Asia to new
levels,” said Tadao Chino, President of the
Asian Development Bank (ADB), at the
opening of the (South)  Korea Day Seminar,
which was part of the major events coincid-
ing  the 37th ADB Board of Governors
annual meeting in Jeju, a  southwestern
island of South Korea.

 He said, in a relatively short period of
time, East Asia has launched several impor-
tant initiatives to build greater resilience to
external shocks.

 The initiatives, including peer review
and policy dialogue, reserve pooling and
sharing and regional bond market develop-
ment, he said, “could potentially become
key instruments in ensuring sustained inte-
gration and growth in the future.”

 In the area of peer review and policy
dialogue, the ASEAN  Surveillance Proc-
ess and the ASEAN+3 Informal Policy Dia-
logue are well established, and for the re-
gional reserve sharing, there is  the Chiang
Mai Initiative, he said.

 For the first time, concrete steps are
being taken at the regional level to comple-
ment individual country efforts, under

ASEAN+3 (the Association of South-East
Asian Nations and China, Japan and South
Korea) and various other groups.

 He said, under its long term strategic
framework to support  poverty reduction in
the region, the ADB has supported various
regional cooperation projects, investing in
infrastructure, the exchange of information
and experiences, promotion of policy  dia-
logue, and strengthening of institutions and
research  capabilities.

 Meanwhile, Hun-Jai Lee, South Korean
Deputy Prime Minister and  Minister of
Finance and Economy, in a key speech at the
seminar said that “it is quite encouraging to
see that Asian countries are making some
progress in the area of financial coopera-
tion”. He noted that the Chiang Mai Initia-
tive will help in crisis prevention and man-
agement, providing liquidity to countries
experiencing a temporary shortage of for-
eign currency.

 The development of the Asian bond mar-
ket will help increase the regional investor
base and mobilize regional savings, as well
as reduce dependency on and vulnerability
to outside capital flows,  he added.

  MNA/Xinhua

Bangladesh to adopt national plan for disabled
 DHAKA , 16 May  — The Bangladeshi Government will soon adopt a national plan

for the development of disabled people, reported the official Bangladesh News Agency
on Thursday.

 Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia announced the
decision here  Thursday
when attending a function
for disabled people.

 Speaking at the function
organized by the Ministry
for Social Welfare, the Prime
Minister stressed the need to
integrate the backward sec-
tion of society with main-
stream of development
through special programmes.

 She said while there was
no national plan for the de-
velopment of disabled be-
fore, the present government
has formed a task force with
14 ministries for the welfare

of disabled, under which a
national plan would be
adopted soon.

 She also said the issues
of disability and disabled
people are being included
with importance in the Pov-
erty Reduction Strategy Pa-
per of the country.

 Instead of being burden
to society, the disabled peo-
ple can turn into assets
through adequate training
and care, said the Prime Min-
ister. She expressed her hope
that the development part-
ners would come forward for
successful implementation
of the  programmes for them.

 Mentioning about disabil-
ity from acid and fire burns in
the country, Zia said the gov-
ernment has taken a 2.5-mil-
lion-US-dollar special pro-
gramme in fiscal 2002-2003
for rehabilitation of acid vic-
tims.—MNA/Xinhua

EC to provide  $150m
for Bangladesh

education
DHAKA, 16 May — The

European Commission (EC)
will provide 150 million US
dollars in grant to the Bang-
ladesh Government to sup-
port its Second Primary Edu-
cation Development Pro-
gramme.  The EC and Bang-
ladesh signed a contract in
this regard here Thursday,
The Financial Express re-
ported Friday.

Bangladesh has planned
to implement the pro-
gramme at an estimated cost
of 1.815 billion dollars to
ensure quality education for
the  children. EC said the
programme will support the
government’s “education for
all” plans, achievement of
the Millennium Develop-
ment goals and its poverty
reduction agenda.

 The programme repre-
sents a pioneering approach
to development by  bringing
together the Bangladesh
Government and develop-
ment partners under one co-
herent programme to create
an environment for nation-
wide improvement in pri-
mary education, the EC said.

                  MNA/Xinhua

Germans hope for gold rush
after nugget find

 BERLIN, 16 May— Thousands of Germans are expected
to descend on the eastern region of Thuringia this summer
after pensioner Heinz Martin chanced upon a gold nugget in
a stream.

 Martin, 64, spotted a glinting object in water near the
town of Katzhuette, 220 miles south of Berlin, while he was
out for a walk.  It proved to be the biggest gold find in
Germany for 200 years — a 9.64- gram (1/3-ounce) nugget
with a collector’s value of 1,500 euros (1,770 US dollars).

 The news spread across Germany, aided by hordes of TV
crews who have converged on the former gold-mining area.

 Tourism officials are confidently predicting the media
invasion will be followed by a gold rush and say hotel
bookings are picking up.

 Hundreds of fortune-hunters pan the region’s streams
each year and Martin’s nugget should draw more.

 Martin plans to keep the nugget, the size of a smallish
coin, but will let a local museum exhibit it temporarily.

 Commercial gold mining in Thuringia was abandoned at
the end of the 17th Century because the depletion of gold
resources made extraction too expensive. Serious fortune-
seekers then turned their sights on Africa and America.

  MNA/Reuters

 Swede in hot water for
towing Russian submarine

 STOCKHOLM , 16 May— A Swedish captain has landed
in legal hot water, twice, for towing a Russian subma-
rine, now used as a museum attraction.

 Captain Stig Martin
Sjoberg — whose surname
means sea mountain — was
intercepted by the Swedish
Coast Guard while towing
the 75-metre (250- foot)
1950s Whiskey Class Soviet
sub in the Kalmar Strait off
the east coast of Sweden.

 Sjoberg, 48, ran afoul of
Swedish maritime regula-
tions which  state that any-
thing more than 70 metres
long must be towed under
the supervision of qualified
pilot.

 “The Coast Guard was
on patrol and obviously when
you see a tug boat towing a
Russian submarine you
would want to investigate it,”
said prosecutor Mats

Ericsson said.
 In its prime the 1,005 ton

diesel electric sub could dive
to 200 metres, travel 14 knots
submerged and had six tor-
pedo tubes.  Its sister vessel
U-137 is wellknown in Swe-
den: in 1981 she ran  aground
outside the Swedish naval
base in Karlskrona.

 The sub is now moored,
awaiting sale with a 250,000
euros  price tag, said ship
broker Magnus Wadell.

 There is, however, no
happy end for Sjoberg. The
Coast Guard caught him
again towing the submarine
— whose engines no longer
function — and he will be
charged a second time.

  MNA/Reuters

Vietnam imports
more Chinese

steel
  HANOI, 16 May— Up to

59,037 tons of Chinese fin-
ished steel were imported into
Vietnam through the Chua Ve
Port in northern city of Hai
Phong in the last two months.
The increasing amount of
Chinese steel imports, which
is partly due to the latest gov-
ernmental decision to cut down
import taxes on finished steel
to zero per cent, equals to the
local demand for construction
steel coils in a month, local
newspaper Labour reported on
Friday.

  Higher steel imports and
lower demands are forcing
local steel makers to scale
down their production. They
have planned to operate at 60
per cent of their capacity to
produce nearly 850,000 tons
of steel between now and the
end of July, said the Vietnam
Steel Association (VSA).

  To deal with the situa-
tion, the VSA has proposed
the government to increase
import tariffs on steel prod-
ucts from members of the
Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
10 per cent and those from
non-ASEAN members to 20
per cent. — MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese Vice-Premier holds talks with
Singaporean Deputy PM

 BEIJING , 16 May —  Chinese Vice-Premier Wu Yi held talks with visiting Singaporean Deputy Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong in Beijing Friday and jointly presided over the first conference of the bilateral cooperation joint
committee between the two countries.

 Wu said that since China
and Singapore established
diplomatic ties 14 years ago,
heads of the two states have
made unremitting efforts to
maintain healthy and stable
development of the bilateral
relations.

 Wu said the Chinese
Government always at-
taches great importance to
bilateral ties with Singa-
pore. In 2002, heads of the
two states reached impor-
tant consensus on coopera-
tion in four key areas in-
cluding high technology,
western development of
China, overseas investment
by China and talents ex-
changes and training.

 To promote all-round
cooperation between China
and Singapore, the two gov-
ernments established a bi-
lateral cooperation joint
committee. Wu said that
China and Singapore have
not only set a clear goal of
bilateral cooperation, but
also established an improved

Study says breastfeeding
cuts cardiovascular risk

  LONDON, 16 May—Breastfeeding reduces the risk of a heart attack or stroke later
in life and could prevent hundreds of thousands of deaths each year, researchers said
on Friday.

mechanism to promote the
cooperation.

 Wu spoke highly of Sin-
gapore’s becoming the first
country of the Association
of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to acknowledge
China’s market economy sta-
tus.

 She said China and Sin-
gapore have become impor-
tant trade partners for each
other. In 2003, bilateral trade
between the two countries
reached nearly 20 billion US
dollars’ worth. Wu ex-
pressed her belief that with
the joint efforts of the two
countries, the bilateral trade
volume will surely exceed
50 billion dollars.

 Wu said the Chinese
side welcomes Singapore
guests to participate in the
development of China’s old
industrial bases like north-
east China, and also wel-
comes Singapore to attend
the first Sino-ASEAN fair
to be held in this November
in Nanning, provincial capi-
tal of south China’s Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous Re-
gion.

 Wu said China also wel-
comes Singapore to join the
China-Thailand zero tariff
arrangement on vegetables
and fruits, which was imple-
mented on October 1, 2003.

 The Chinese side is will-
ing to cooperate with Singa-

pore in promoting the estab-
lishment of a free trade zone
between China and ASEAN,
and discussing ways to real-
ize free trade between China
and Singapore.

The Singapore side is also
willing to participate in Chi-
na’s development of the
western areas and the old
industrial bases like north-
east China, said Lee.

 He expressed the hope
that the both sides will hold
further discussions on modi-
fying the bilateral agreement
of avoiding dual tariff, and
start negotiations on free trade
between the two countries in
November.

 MNA/Xinhua

  Babies who are breastfed
suffer fewer childhood infec-
tions and allergies and are
less prone to obesity. British
scientists have now shown
that breastfeeding and slow
growth in the first weeks and
months of life has a protec-
tive effect against cardiovas-
cular disease.

  “Diets that promote
more rapid growth put babies
at risk many years later in
terms of raising their blood
pressure, raising their choles-
terol and increasing their ten-
dency to diabetes and obesity
— the four main risk factors
for stroke and heart attack,”
said Professor Alan Lucas of
the Institute of Child Health
in London.

  “Our evidence suggests
that the reason why breastfed

babies do better is because
they grow more slowly in the
early weeks.”

  Lucas said the effects of
breastfeeding on blood pres-
sure and cholesterol later in
life are greater than anything
adults can do to control the
risk factors for cardiovascu-
lar disease, other than taking
drugs.  “My provisional esti-
mate suggests that hundreds
of thousands of deaths in the
Western world could be pre-
vented by breastfeeding,” he
said in an interview.

  “Obviously more could
be prevented if the uptake in
breastfeeding was even
higher.”

  An estimated 17 million
people die of cardiovascular
disease, particularly heart at-
tack and strokes, each year,

according to the World Health
Organization.

  Lucas and his colleagues
compared the health of 216
teenagers who as babies had
either been breastfed or given
different nutritional baby for-
mulas. They reported their
findings in The Lancet medi-
cal journal. The teenagers
who had been breastfed had a
14-per-cent lower ratio of bad
to good cholesterol and lower
concentrations of a protein
that is a marker for cardiovas-
cular disease risk.

  The researchers also
found that, regardless of the
child’s weight at birth, the
faster the infants grew in the
early weeks and months of
life, the greater their later risk
of heart disease and stroke.

MNA/Reuters

Audi to establish
production base in

Thailand
  BANGKOK , 16 May— Famous German car maker

Audi will use Thailand as its production base for export
market in the region.  Audi AG’s managing director for
the Asian Pacific Region Jorg Hofmann met Industry
Minister Pinij Jarusombat here Thursday, stating the
company’s aim to invest in a Thai plant owned by its
local partner, the Yontrakit Group, the Thai News Agency
reported Friday.

  Being a luxury car unit
of the Volkswagen Group,
the company plans to pro-
duce 7,000-8,000 Audi A4
and A6 models per year.

Deputy Industry Minis-
try Vachara Phanchet was
quoted by the agency as say-
ing that Audi chose Thailand
to be the second production
base in Asia after China due
to the Thai Government’s
policy on turning the king-
dom into “Detroit of Asia”.

  It hoped to be granted

tax privileges by the Board of
Investment of Thailand
(BOI), and to be benefitted
from free trade deals signed
by Thailand and other coun-
tries.

  He said the top car maker
would be allowed to pay only
zero to five import tax under
the ASEAN Free Trade
Agreement (AFTA) when it
uses 40 per cent auto parts
produced in the 10-nation
group.

 MNA/Xinhua

Vietnam imports
more Chinese steel
  HANOI , 16 May—Up to 59,037 tons of Chinese finished

steel were imported into Vietnam through the Chua Ve
Port in northern city of Hai Phong in the last two months.
The increasing amount of Chinese steel imports, which is
partly due to the latest governmental decision to cut down
import taxes on finished steel to zero per cent, equals to the
local demand for construction steel coils in a month, local
newspaper Labour reported on Friday.

  Higher steel imports and lower demands are forcing
local steel makers to scale down their production. They have
planned to operate at 60 per cent of their capacity to produce
nearly 850,000 tons of steel between now and the end of
July, said the Vietnam Steel Association (VSA).

  To deal with the situation, the VSA has proposed the
government to increase import tariffs on steel products from
members of the Association of South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to 10 per cent and those from non-ASEAN
members to 20 per cent. — MNA/Xinhua

Philippine Q1 farm output records
highest growth in 15 years

  MANILA , 16 May—The Philippines agricultural output recorded a 8.2-per cent year-
on-year growth in the first quarter, the highest rate in 15 years due to the government’s
efforts to increase food production and improve farm productivity.

  The total value of agricultural production
in the first quarter increased 13.8 per cent year-
on-year to 192 billion pesos (3.43 billion US
dollars), more than double the 6.7-per-cent
growth a year earlier, the Philippine Govern-
ment said Friday.

  Philippine Agriculture Secretary Luis
Lorenzo said the growth in the farm and fish-
ery sectors was achieved despite the dry weather
in the period.   “We are now seeing the fruits of
the various programmes we have put in place
to increase production and productivity ...
With the sector’s consistent growth during the
past three years, we have been able to extricate
ourselves from the boom-and-bust cycle that
characterized our agriculture sector in the past,”

Lorenzo said.
  All sub-sectors recorded improvement,

with fisheries posting the highest growth rate
of 20.94 per cent largely due to a surge in
aquaculture output, particularly in seaweed
production in the southern island of Mindanao.

 The crops sub-sector, accounting for half
of the total farm production value, posted an
output rise of 6.22 per cent year-on-year due to
increased production of unmilled rice and
corn, while poultry and livestock outputs grew
3.4 and 3.32 per cent, respectively.

  Philippine agriculture accounts for about
a fifth of the Philippine gross domestic prod-
uct.

MNA/Xinhua

Germany
builds
world’s

largest wind
generator
  BERLIN, 16 May—A

German company said
Thursday that  it had been
building the world’s largest
wind power generator at the
Elbe River town of
Brunsbuettel.

  Bettina Linden, spokes-
woman for the RePower
company, said at  Hamburg’s
WindEnergy 2004 exhibition
that the generator is the  pro-
totype for wind generators
to be installed offshore.  The
prototype windmill will have
a rotor diameter of 126 me-
tres — longer than a football
field — to drive a 5-mega-
watt generator,  which is able
to provide enough electric-
ity for up to 6,000  house-
holds.

  With three propeller
blades of each 61.5 metres
long, the  windmill will be
183 metres tall and built of
1,300 cubic metres of con-
crete and 180 metric tons of
steel.

The German Govern-
ment has given priority to
developing offshore  wind
generating facilities and
given green light to build the
first so-called windmill park
off the North Sea island of
Borkum.

 MNA/Xinhua

A newly emerged adult cicada dries its wings on a tree in
Arlington, Virginia, on 12 May, 2004. Starting this week,
across much of the eastern United States, from Georgia
north to southern New York and as far west as Illinois, the
cicadas will emerge from their 17 years of sucking on tree
roots underground to engage in a two-week orgy of calling,

mating, laying eggs and then dying. — INTERNET
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Answers for yesterday's
crossword puzzle

McClaren to assist Eriksson at Euro 2004
 LONDON, 16 May— Middlesbrough manager Steve McClaren will be England

coach Sven-Goran Eriksson’s assistant at Euro 2004, the Football Association said on
Friday.

FA, Premier League will not block Thai Liverpool bid
 LONDON, 16 May— The English Football Association (FA) and the Premier League

will not block Thailand’s billionaire Prime Minister from buying a stake in Liverpool,
spokesmen for the two ruling bodies said on Friday.

Keown to bid farewell to Arsenal
against Leicester

 LONDON, 16 May— Defender Martin Keown will make his final
appearance for champions Arsenal against Leicester City at Highbury
on Saturday. The 37-year-old will not be given a new contract after 13-
year service in two spells with the London club.

 “I think Martin is finished here at Arsenal as a player, but if he wants
to go on and play somewhere else he can and that’s what I think he will
do,” manager Arsene Wenger said on Friday.

 “I would be prepared to offer him a coaching role in the future, but
I feel he still has two years to offer someone somewhere.

 “I am happy to speak highly about Martin, though. He went out and
did extra training yesterday, even though he knows he will only be a sub
(on Saturday) and that tells you everything about him,” Wenger added.

 Keown, whose testimonial match is on Monday against an England
XI, will come off the bench against Leicester to qualify for his fourth
Premier League winners medal.

 During his time with Arsenal, Keown has also won three FA Cup
winners medals. He also played 43 times for England.—MNA/Reuters

Wenger wants winning flourish
to end season

 LONDON, 16 May—  Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger
wants the undefeated Premier League champions to finish
the season with a flourish by beating Leicester City in their
final match on Saturday.

 “We want to sail into history. The most important thing
is to keep the (unbeaten) record going because that would
really reflect how great this team has been,” Wenger said on
Friday.

 “In recent games I think we have only done enough to
ensure we did not lose, but against Leicester we want to go
out and finish it with a win.”

 Arsenal have not lost in 37 league games this season and
a win or draw against relegated Leicester will make them the
first side to go through a top-flight campaign in England
without defeat since Preston North End in 1888-89.

 “Since claiming the championship we have eased off a
little bit, but now we want to finish it in style and combine
a great result with top quality,” Wenger said.

 “The players know what this record means and I am
confident that when they arrive at the stadium and sense the
festive atmosphere in the stadium they will not want to
disappoint the fans and spoil their day.”

MNA/Reuters

Ferreira, Koke sign deals
with Olympique Marseille

 MARSEILLE, 16 May— Bra-
zilian defender Demetrius
Ferreira and Spanish midfiel-
der Koke have signed respec-
tively two-year and three-year
deals with Olympique Mar-
seille, the club said on their
web site on Friday.

The 30-year-old Ferreira
joined Marseille during the
January transfer window on a
free transfer from Bastia.
Koke, 21, loaned by Malaga
in January, has now been sold
in a 700,000-euro (826,000-
US-dollar) deal.

MNA/Reuters

Fenerbahce captain Umit Ozat shoots the ball past
Mkalele of Malatyaspor during their Turkish Super

League match at Sukru Saracoglu Stadium in Istanbul on
14 May, 2004. Fenerbahce, who lost their last game to

visitors Malatyaspor 4-2, has won the Turkish soccer title
in the 2003-2004 soccer season.—INTERNET

Valencia’s Brazilian player Ricardo Oliveira, left, heads
the ball beside Villarreal’s Argentinean Fabricio

Coloccini and Roger Garcia during their Spanish league
soccer match in Villarreal, Spain, on 14  May, 2004.

INTERNET

 Thaksin Shinawatra, a
former telecoms tycoon, has
said his odds of winning a
stake in the Premier League
club are “better-than-even”
after Liverpool’s board re-
buffed a rival bid from Brit-
ish businessman Steve
Morgan.

 “There is nothing in our
regulations to prevent such a
bid from going ahead,” an
FA spokesman said.

 The Premier League, ad-
ministrators of England’s
top-flight division, said it did
not comment on speculation
but a spokesman told
Reuters: “The Premier
League is a global phenom-
enon and as such we can
hardly be surprised that it
attracts foreign investment.

 “Clubs are inextricably
linked to local communities
but at the other end of the
scale they are listed compa-
nies and people will trade in
their shares.”

 Thaksin is offering about
100 million US dollars for a
30-per-cent stake in the Pre-
mier League club.

 “I would say it is now
51:49 in our favour. We are
in a good, better-than-even
position,” Thaksin told re-
porters in Bangkok after Liv-
erpool directors said
Morgan’s bid was “not at-
tractive”.

 If the bid succeeded, the
Thais would seek a role in
the club’s business, he said.

 “Our proposals involve
not only buying shares but

they also would benefit the
club. We will not be just a
silent partner,” he said.

 Foreign investors already
hold significant stakes in
some of England’s biggest
clubs. Russian billionaire
Roman Abramovich pur-
chased Chelsea last year and
Irish racehorse owners JP
McManus and John Magnier
have a major holding in Man-
chester United.

 American tycoon
Malcolm Glazer, who owns
NFL team the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, also has shares
in the Old Trafford club.

MNA/Reuters

 The FA have turned to McClaren, who
has carried out the role before, after Brian
Kidd pulled out of the tournament because
he has recently undergone surgery for pros-
tate cancer.

 “Physically I don’t believe I could fully
contribute to the level of coaching that will
be required at the European Champion-
ship,” Kidd said on the FA’s web site.

 “Therefore I have spoken to Sven sev-
eral times and have decided that it is in the
interests of everyone involved with the Eng-
land team that I do not travel to Portugal.”

 The Euro 2004 tournament starts on June
12.  McClaren was England’s assistant coach
from November 2000 until September 2002,
helping the team to reach the quarterfinals of
the 2002 World Cup in the Far East.

 The FA said his appointment was with
Middlesbrough’s consent and was only tem-
porary.

 McClaren said: “I am greatly looking
forward to joining up with England again,

although obviously I’m sorry that Brian has
had to withdraw.

 “It is tremendous honour to be involved
with the national team, and I have always
enjoyed my relationship with Sven and the
rest of the coaches and players.

 “Euro 2004 is a huge tournament and I
know from my experience at the World Cup
just how exciting it will be.”

 Eriksson said: “It is very good for Eng-
land that we can bring in someone of Steve’s
calibre at this late stage.

 “I know Steve very well and respect his
abilities as a top-class coach, and am looking
forward to working with him again.”

 The FA also announced that England
Under-21 coach David Platt would be leav-
ing his post after Euro 2004, where he is
acting as a scout for Eriksson.

 Former England captain Platt won 12 of
his 26 matches as coach of the Under-21 side.
The FA gave no details of his replacement.

MNA/Reuters

Luis Enrique to bid farewell
to Barcelona

  MADRID, 16 May— Midfielder Luis Enrique will make
the final appearance for Spanish giants Barcelona hosting
Racing Santander this weekend, club president Joan Laporta
said on Friday.

  Laporta’s announcement was the first official confirma-
tion that the 34-year-old former Spanish international will
not renew his contract, which expires at the end of the
season. “The club will be organizing a tribute that the player
is comfortable with,” Laporta told reporters. “He will get the
send-off that someone who has given everything for Barce-
lona deserves.

  Luis Enrique joined Barca from Real Madrid in 1996
and went on to play a key part in helping the side to two
league titles, two King’s Cup triumphs and victory in the
Cup Winners Cup in the late 1990s in his 299 appearances
with 109 goals.

  He also won 62 caps for Spain, scoring 12 goals and
making his last appearance in the 2002 World Cup in the
quarterfinal defeat  against joint-hosts South Korea.

 MNA/Xinhua

England supporters want Shearer
at Euro 2004

 LONDON, 16 May— Eng-
land fans are calling for New-
castle United striker Alan
Shearer to come out of inter-
national retirement and part-
ner Michael Owen at Euro
2004, according to a survey
on Friday.

 The 33-year-old, who has
insisted he would not go back
on his decision to retire after
Euro 2000, was the fans’ first
choice as Owen’s partner
with 34 per cent of the vote.

 Teenage forward Wayne
Rooney, who is expected to
be England coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson’s choice,
came second with over 25
per cent, followed by Alan
Smith (11) and Jermain
Defoe (10).

 Emile Heskey, replaced
by Rooney as Eriksson’s pre-
ferred partner for Owen but
still expected to go to Portu-
gal, only managed fifth place
with 8 per cent of the vote.

 Shearer hit 30 goals in 63
appearances for England,
eventually becoming cap-
tain, but also faced media
criticism in the latter stages

of his international career.
 His decision to focus on

Newcastle has paid divi-
dends for the club, with 22-
goal Shearer lying second
behind Thierry Henry of
Arsenal in this season’s Pre-
mier League top scorers list.

 The nearest English
striker in the list, aside from
Owen on 15 goals, is South-
ampton’s James Beattie with

14. Eriksson names his squad
on May 17 for the tourna-
ment in Portugal, where Eng-
land face holders France,
Switzerland and Croatia in
the group stage.

 The survey was carried
out by England sponsor Na-
tionwide and polled nearly
40,000 fans using 75 official
club web sites.

MNA/Reuters
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Monday, May 17
View today:

7:00 am
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7:25 am

 2. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

 3. Morning news

7:40 am

 4. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am

 5. Song of national races

8:10 am

 6. Cute little dancers

8:20 am
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17-5-2004 (Monday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)

9:00 Signature Tune
Greeting

9:02 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

9:06 Let’s Play “Chinlone”
9:10 Headline News
9:12 Plam Leaf Inscription
9:15 National News
9:20 Beautiful Taninthayi
9:25 Wararya’ Dance
9:28 Tour In Myanmar

“Bago, Thanlyin”
9:30 National News
9:35 Fabulous Glassware

Decorations
9:40 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
9:45 National News
9:50 The Splendour of Mt.

Victoria (Natmataung)
9:58 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

17-5-2004 (Monday)
Evening Transmission

(15:30 - 17:30)

15:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

15:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

15:36 Let’s Play “Chinlone”
15:40 Headline News
15:42 Palm Leaf Inscription
15:45 National News
15:50 Beautiful Taninthayi
15:55 Wararya’ Dance
15:58 Tour In Myanmar

“Bago, Thanlyin”
16:00 National News
16:05 Fabulous Glassware

Decorations
16:10 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
16:15 National News
16:20 The Splendour of Mt.

WEATHER

Victoria (Natmataung)
16:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

16:30 National News
16:35 Greem Turtle
16:40 Poppy Farmers Hand

Over Poppy Seeds
16:45 National News
16:50 Myanma Natural

Spirulina (Part - I)
16:55 Sagaing Hill
17:00 National News
17:05 Current Affairs

“Supermarkets”
17:10 Song “Speaking

through our eyes”
17:12 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
17:15 National News
17:20 Kambozathadi: Palace

of Conquerors
17:28 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)

19:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

19:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

19:36 Simple and Beautiful
Rural Life

19:40 Headline News
19:42 Manufacturing of

Home furniture and
Accessories

19:45 National News
19:50 Myanma Traditional

Tamarind Juice
19:55 Pakanthar Myin Nyo

Shin
20:00 National News
20:05 Wa Traditions & An

Engagement Cer-
emony

20:10 Song “Dear Myanmar”
20:15 National News
20:20 A Journey to Research

Taron Race
20:25 Myanmar Modern

Song “Pleasant
Kayah”

20:30 National News
20:35 Traditional Chin Li-

queur (Khaung Yay)
20:40 Native of Pa-O Na-

tional (Kyauktalone)
20:45 National News
20:50 Fossilized Wood Gar-

den
20:55 Performance of King

Brahminy Bird Dance

21:00 National News
21:05 The Birth Place of

Lacquerware Techni-
cians

21:10 Song “Sagawa Flowers
Land”

21:15 National News
21:20 Innwa Ancient Capital
21:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

21:35 Let’s Play “Chinlone”
21:40 Headline News
21:42 Palm Leaf Inscription
21:45 National News
21:50 Beautiful Taninthayi
21:55 Wararya’ Dance
21:58 Tour In Myanmar

“Bago, Thanlyin”
22:00 National News
22:05 Fabulous Glassware

Decorations
22:10 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
22:15 National News
22:20 The Splendour of Mt.

Victoria (Natmataung)
22:25 Myanmar Modern

Song “Flower Alike”
22:30 National News
22:35 Green Turtle
22:40 Poppy Farmers Hand

Over Poppy Seeds
22:45 National News
22:50 Myanma Natural

Spirulina (Part - I)
22:55 Sagaing Hill
23:00 National News
23:05 Current Affairs

“Supermarkets”
23:10 Song “Speaking

through our eyes”
23:12 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
23:15 National News
23:20 Kambozathadi: Palace

of Conquerors
23:28 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

17-5-2004 (Monday) &
18-5-2004 (Tuesday)

Evening Transmission &
Morning Transmission

(23:30 - 1:30)

23:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

23:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

23:36 Let’s Play “Chinlone”
23:40 Headline News

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, southwest monsoon has advanced into
the Deltaic areas, weather have been partly cloudy in Kayah
State and Magway Division, rain or thundershowers have been
isolated in Kayin States, Mandalay Division, scattered in Shan
and Rakhine States, Bago Division and widespread in the re-
maining areas with isolated heavyfalls in Rakhine State and
lower Sagaing Division. The noteworthy amount of rainfall re-
corded were Kyauktaw (3.03)inches, Kanbalu (2.95)inches,
Kayan (2.76)inches, Bago (2.80)inches,  Pathein (2.27)inches
and Yangon (Kaba-Aye) (1.96)inches.

Maximum temperature on 15-5-2004 was 33.0°C (91°F).
Minimum temperature on 16-5-2004 was 21.0°C (70°F). Relative
humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 16-5-2004 was 93%. Total sunshine
hours on 15-5-2004 was (4.1) hours approx. Rainfall on 16-5-
2004 was 40mm (1.57 inches)  at Yangon Airport, 50mm (1.96
inches) at Kaba-Aye and 61mm (2.40 inches) at central Yangon.
Total rainfall  since 1-1-2004 was 134 mm (5.27 inches) at Yangon
Airport and 156 mm (6.14 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 166 mm
(6.53 inches) at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon
(Kaba-Aye) was 13 mph from southeast at (12:30) hours MST on
15-5-2004.

Bay inference: According to the observations at (06:30)hrs
M.S.T today, yesterday’s low pressure area over Southeast Bay
become unimportant. Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy in the
North Bay and monsoon is moderate to strong elsewhere in the
Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until evening of 17-5-2004: Rain
or thundershowers will be isolated in Kayah, Kayin States, Man-
dalay and Magway Divisions, scattered in Shan State and wide-
spread in the remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (80%).

State of the sea: Seas will be moderate in Myanmar waters.
Outlook for subsequent two days: Increase of rain in lower
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for 17-5-2004:
One or two rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (80%).
Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area  for 17-5-2004:
Isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (80%).

8:30 am

 8. International news

8:45 am

 9. Let’ go

4:00 am

 1. Martial song

4:15 am

 2. Songs to uphold

National Spirit

4:30 am

 3. Practice in reading

4:45 am

 4. Musical programme

5:00 pm
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5:15 pm

 6. Dance variety

5:25 pm
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5:35 pm

 8. Musical programme (The

Radio Myanmar Modern

Music Troupe)

5:50 pm
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9:G:B6

Monday, May 17
Tune in today:

8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music: Never say

never again (Steps)
8.40 am Perspectives
8.45 am Music: I wanna be

with you (Fun
Factory)

8.50 am   National news/
Slogan

9.00 am Music:Tarzan boy
(98)

9.05 am International news
9.10 am Music: Crazy for you

(N’sync)
1.30 pm News/Slogan
1.40 pm Luch Time Music:

-I wanna love you
forever (Jessica
Simpson)
-Violet (Savage
Garden)

9.00 pm Spotlight on the star
“Blue”

9.15 pm Article
9.25 pm Women’s affairs

- Invaluable force in
which woman falk
can rely

9.25 pm Vocal Gems/Golden
Land’s  Melody
-Two in a million
(S Club 7)
-When you love
someone (Bryan
Adams)

9.45 pm News/Slogan
10.00 pm  PEL

23:42 Palm Leaf Inscription
23:45 National News
23:50 Beautiful Taninthayi
23:55 Wararya’ Dance
23:58 Tour In Myanmar

“Bago, Thanlyin”
24:00 National News
00:05 Fabulous Glassware

Decorations
00:10 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
00:15 National News
00:20 The Splendour of Mt.

Victoria (Natmataung)
00:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

00:30 National News
00:35 Green Turtle
00:40 Poppy Farmers Hand

Over Poppy Seeds
00:45 National News
00:50 Myanma Natural

Spirulina (Part - I)
00:55 Sagaing Hill
01:00 National News
01:05 Current Affairs

“Supermarkets”
01:10 Song “Speaking

through our eyes”
01:12 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
01:15 National News
01:20 Kambozathadi: Palace

of Conquerors
01:28 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

18-5-2004 (Tuesday)
Mor ning Transmission

(03:30 - 07:30)
03:30 Signature Tune

Greeting
03:32 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

03:36 Simple and Beautiful
Rural Life

03:40 Headline News
03:42 Manufacturing of

Home furniture and
Accessories

03:45 National News
03:50 Myanma Traditional

Tamarind Juice
03:55 Pakanthar Myin Nyo

Shin
04:00 National News
04:05 Wa Traditions & An

Engagement Cer-
emony

04:10 Song “Dear Myanmar”
04:15 National News

6:00 pm

10. Songs and dance of

national races

6:10 pm

11. Industrial Achievement

6:20 pm

12. Discovery

6:30 pm

13. Evening news

7:00 pm

14. Weather report

7:05 pm
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7:20 pm
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7:25 pm
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8:00 pm

18. News

19. International news

20. Weather report
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22. The next day’s

programme

04:20 A Journey to Research
Taron Race

04:25 Myanmar Modern
Song “Pleasant
Kayah”

04:30 National News
04:35 Traditional Chin Li-

queur (Khaung Yay)
04:40 Native of Pa-O Na-

tional (Kyauktalone)
04:45 National News
04:50 Fossilized Wood Gar-

den
04:55 Performance of King

Brahminy Bird Dance
05:00 National News
05:05 The Birth Place of

Lacquerware Techni-
cians

05:10 Song “Sagawa Flowers
Land”

05:15 National News
05:20 Innwa Ancient Capital
05:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

05:35 Let’s Play “Chinlone”
05:40 Headline News
05:42 Palm Leaf Inscription
05:45 National News
05:50 Beautiful Taninthayi

05:55 Wararya’ Dance
05:58 Tour In Myanmar

“Bago, Thanlyin”
06:00 National News
06:05 Fabulous Glassware

Decorations
06:10 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
06:15 National News
06:20 The Splendour of Mt.

Victoria (Natmataung)
06:25 Myanmar Modern

Song “Flower Alike”
06:30 National News
06:35 Green Turtle
06:40 Poppy Farmers Hand

Over Poppy Seeds
06:45 National News
06:50 Myanma Natural

Spirulina (Part - I)
06:55 Sagaing Hill
07:00 National News
07:05 Current Affairs

“Supermarkets”
07:10 Song “Speaking

through our eyes”
07:12 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
07:15 National News
07:20 Kambozathadi: Palace

of Conquerors
07:28 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”
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The National Convention is the concern of all our national races.

YANGON, 16 May —
Hailing the National Con-
vention, which is going to
be held on 17 May,
wellwishers donated cash
and kind at the meeting hall
of the National Convention
Convening Work Commit-
tee at Nyaunghnapin Camp
in Hmawby Township this
morning.

At the ceremony, Ma-
naging Director of
Myanmar Optic Co Ltd U
Soe Paing presented 2,000

National Convention Convening Management Committee Chairman Maj-Gen Lun
Maung accepts 2,000 handbags worth K 3.9 million donated by Myanmar Optic Co Ltd

Managing Director U Soe Paing.—  MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party inspect all-round upgrading of environs
of Yangon City Kandawgyi Gardens.— MNA

agement Committee Chair-
man Maj-Gen Lun Maung
accepted the donations.

NCCMC Vice-Chair-
man Maj-Gen Than Htay,
National Convention Con-
vening Decorations Sub-
committee Chairman Maj-
Gen Thein Tun, Invitation
and Accommodation Sub-
committee Chairman Brig-
Gen Myo Myint and offi-
cials also attended the cer-
emony.

 MNA

leather handbags worth K
3.9 million; U Kyaw Nyunt
(Kyaw Nyunt Yi) and Daw
Wah Wah Kyaw K
500,000; General Manager
Dr Aung Thein of Nibban
Electric & Electronics 64
sets of Nibban 2-in-1 TV
antennas worth K 1,032,639
and U Myat Thin Aung-
Thiri Thudhamma Theingi
Daw Khin Myint Myint ten
Star 21-inch TVs worth
K1.1 million. National Con-
vention Convening Man-

Cash and kind donated to hail
National Convention

YANGON, 16 May —
Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt and party ar-
rived at the construction site
of all-round development of
Yangon City Kandawgyi
Gardens and its environs this
morning. They were wel-
comed there by Chairman of
Work Committee for all-
round development of
Yangon City Kandawgyi
Gardens and its environs and
Zoological Gardens
(Yangon) Chairman of

Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Com-
mander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, Yangon Mayor Brig-
Gen Aung Thein Lin and
officials.

First, Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt in-
spected booths of Education
Zone as well as construc-
tion of the aquarium.

Next, the Prime Minis-
ter inspected arrangements
to be made for building of
Natural View Tower, where

officials  briefed him with
the use of charts. Afterwards,
he inspected the triple-deck
waterfalls in Central Forest
Zone. The Prime Minister
gave instructions  to offi-
cials on measures to be taken
for development of
Kandawgyi Gardens and its
environs without delay,
making  inspection tours
down to grass-roots level by
officials at central levels in
order to fulfil require-
ments.—MNA

Prime Minister urges architects to revitalize high standard of Myanmar architecture, to
promote it in combination with modern technology

Seminar on Tall Buildings: A Challenge for Myanmar Architects and Engineers held

Prime Minister inspects all-round development of
Yangon City Kandawgyi Gardens and environs

    YANGON, 16 May — A
Seminar on Tall Buildings: A
Challenge for Myanmar Ar-
chitects and Engineers spon-
sored by Myanmar Architects
Association was held at
Myanmar Information and
Communication Technology
Park in Hline Township this
afternoon, with an address by
City Housing Project Super-
visory Committee Chairman
Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt.
    Also present were Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-
Gen Soe Win, Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and
Development Council Com-
mander of Yangon Command
Maj-Gen Myint Swe, minis-
ters,  the Yangon mayor, the
deputy ministers, officials of
the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Office, mem-
bers of City Housing Project
Supervisory Committee, of-
ficials of Myanmar Architects
Association, construction en-
trepreneurs, architects, engi-
neers, resource persons and
observers.
    First, Vice-Chairman of
Myanmar Architects Asso-
ciation U Sai Yi Leik ex-
tended greetings. Next, the
Prime Minister  delivered a
speech saying that relying on
strength of intellectuals and
intelligentsia, the Govern-

ment  is making efforts for
greater development of the
Union of Myanmar in combi-
nation with the constructive
superior results of changes in
science and technology.
     It is heartening to note that
there have been better results
for the nation as all the schol-
ars from different fields are
endeavouring for dissemina-
tion of science and technol-
ogy, he said. It is very appro-
priate to hold Myanmar Ar-
chitects Association-spon-
sored architectural seminar
which is vital for national
development to mark golden
jubilee of the association, he
said. It is true that the seminar
will be useful for the nation
and for development of ar-
chitecture and construction
tasks, he said.

Now the government is
endeavouring in all sectors
for development of the na-
tion, uplift of socio-economic
life of the people and im-
provement of social stand-
ard, he said.  In so doing, the
government is systematically
building economic and de-
velopment infrastructures
such as irrigation networks,
hydel power projects, major
roads and bridges, interna-
tional airports and interna-
tional seaports. At the same
time, in order that Yangon
city and other cities  to pos-

sess the characteristics of in-
ternational standard which is
essential in urban develop-
ment, the government is mak-
ing arrangements for emer-
gence of modern buildings,
infrastructures with the stand-
ard of international manage-
ment and services, modern
gardens and department
stores of international stand-
ard and is implementing
clean, pleasant and system-
atic housing projects, he said.

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt views scale
model of Cyber Tower. MNA

(See page 9)


