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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye inspects Coal-fired Power Plant Project (Tikyit),

er Plant
| -

YANGoON, 8 May— Vice-
Chairman of the State Peace
and Development Council
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye, accompanied
by Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Soe Win,
members of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and Lt-
Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung
Myint Oo, Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) Rear-Admiral
Soe Thein, Commander-in-
Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat
Hein, Chairman of Shan State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of East-
ern Command Maj-Gen Khin
Maung Myint, the ministers,
the deputy ministers and of-
ficials of the State Peace and
Development Council Office,
flew from Loikaw in Kayah
State to the site of Coal-fired
Power Plant Project (Tikyit)
of Myanma Electric Power
Enterprise in Pinlaung Town-
ship of Shan State by heli-
copter on 5 May afternoon.

They were welcomed
there by Deputy Com-
mander Col Win Myint of
Eastern Command, mem-
bers of Shan State Peace
and Development Council
and officials.

At the briefing hall,
Deputy Chief Engineer U

Zawgyi Hydroelectric Pow

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye inspects construction of Coal-fired Power Plant Project (Tikyit) in Pinlaung Towsship.—°

Htay Myint of MEPE re-
ported on implementation of
the project and progress of
works. Next, Minister for
Electric Power Maj-Gen
Tin Htut reported on
completion of building the
sub-power station, prepara-
tions for test-running of
the first generator in the sec-
ond week of June, full op-
eration beginning in July
and arrangements for run-
ning the second generator in

August.

Chairman of Shan
Yoma Dragon Co Ltd U
Chit Khaing reported on
supply of coal to the power
plant.

In his response, Vice-
Senior General Maung Aye
delivered an address, say-
ing that it is the coal-fired
power plant which can gen-
erate 120 megawatt capac-
ity of electricity. Emphasis
is to be placed on construc-

tion of the plant meeting set
standard as soon as possi-
ble. Similarly, systematic
preparations are to be made
for requirements of regular
running the plant.

As power to be gener-
ated at the plant can supply
demand of electricity of the
State to a certain extent. He
stressed the need to lay
emphasis on all sectors..

Next, Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Maung Aye and party

inspected installation of No
1 boiler and No 2 boiler, the
main plant and project tasks.

Afterwards, they pro-
ceeded to the work site of
Shan Yoma Dragon Co Ltd
and saw over sample of coal
at Tikyit region and scale
model of the coal mine
block.

They also inspected the
block of coal mine and
heavy machinery of the
company.

Canal and power intake of Zawgyi Hydroelectric Power Plant seen in Yaksawk Townskip.—

Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye and party went
back to the power plant and
inspected progress in build-
ing the sub-power station
and installation of the grid.
Later, Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye gave necessary
instructions.

The power plant can
generate 120 megawatt. No
1 generator with the capac-
ity of 60 megawatt will run
in July and No 2 generator
of same capacity at the end
of August.

Afterwards, they went
to Bahtoo Tatmyo in
Yaksawk Township by
helicopter. They were wel-
comed there by member of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Gen
Kyaw Win and senior mili-
tary officers of the Minis-
try of Defence, the Bahtoo
Station Commander and
senior military officers of
the station.

(See page 8)
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Greater role of Red Cross
members

Now, the national forces are joining|
hands and making combined endeavours ur
der the correct leadership of the governmen
for enabling the motherland to stand tall with
high national prestige and integrity among the
world nations.

Like other national forces, the Myanmar
Red Cross Society, a social organization, mag
up of the offspring of the people, has been pal
ticipating in the nation-building tasks.

With due great encouragement and sup|
port of the government, the MRCS has bee
unitedly carrying out social welfare serviceq
and national tasks in addition to humanitar-
ian tasks. That is why the government hon
ours outstanding Red Cross members by hold¢
ing Get-Together of Outstanding Red Crosy
Members every year.

The opening of the year 2004 Get-To
gether of Outstanding Red Cross Members o)
Myanmar Red Cross Society took place at th
Institute of Nursing (Yangon) on 6 May, with
an address by Chairman of the National Health
Committee Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt. In his address, the General called o
them to work, throughout their life, closely with
members of the community, treat them warmlyj
and behave in such a way that befits outstand-
ing Red Cross volunteers so as to win the trugt
and reliance of the people.

The outstanding Red Cross members sg-
lected across the nation are invited to the Ge¢
Together held every year, enhancing th

MWAF President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe formally unveils the signboard of the new office buildimgs —

New office building of MWAF opened

YANGoN, 8 May — The opening ceremony of the
new building for the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federa-
tion was held at the building No-132 on Thanlwin Street,
Bahan Township, here, this morning.

Present were Yangon Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Chairman Yangon Command Commander
Maj-Gen Myint Swe, ministers patrons of the MWAF,
the attorney-general, the chief justice, the chairman of
Yangon City Development Committee the mayor, MWAF
President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe, Vice Presidents Daw
Khin Lay Thet, Daw Khin Khin Win, Professor Dr Daw
May May Yi, Patron of Yangon Division Organization
for Women’s Affairs Daw Khin Thet Htay, General Sec-
retary Professor Dr Daw Khin Aye Win and members of
the supporting group, departmental officials and guests.

Before the ceremony, the commander, the minis-
ters and officials of MWAF sprinkled the archway with

scented water.

President of the MWAF Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe
unveiled the signboard of the MWAF and sprinkled scented
water on it. The commander, the ministers and guests
viewed the building. After the ceremony, “soon” offering
ceremony followed. The ceremony was graced by the
presence of Vice Chairman of Bahan Township Sangha
Nayaka Committee Yangyiaung Monastery Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Visittha Siddhi and mumbers of the Sangha.
The Sayadaw invested the congregation with the Five Pre-
cepts. The Sayadaw and members of the recited prittas.

Afterwards, patrons, the president and the vice-presi-
dents offered provisions to the Sayadaw, who then deliv-
ered a sermon, followed by sharing of merits. The cer-
emony ended with the three-time recitation of Buddha
Sasanam Ciramtitthatu. Next, ‘soon’ was offered to the
monks. — MNA

strength and capacity of the MRCS.

The Get-Together covers general discus
sions and camping of the outstanding Re
Cross members to further sharpen up their|
skills and dynamism. So, the Red Cross men
bers are to work hard and study to the best o
their ability at the camp, and only then, can|
they exert and apply their invaluable knowl-
edge and experiences gained from the camp
the most effective way.

Being dynamic and sharp youths of thdg
State, the outstanding Red Cross members ar
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therefore, urged to continue to heartily and
enthusiastically take part in the nation-build-
ing tasks, development projects along with hut | [_
manitarian tasks with genuine goodwill and

To attend the General Assembly of the World Badmin-
ton Federation (2004) in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 9 May,
Myanmar Badminton Federation President U Maung
Maung Swe and Secretary U Robin Tin left Yangon by
air Friday. The officials seen before departure at the

®gosladepyp: @gooyd [G§e0ld: @cleien
G({]’J(’YS(DE:GQ}O’]CDEEII
qpqémo?@

o¢ <
C\)OGOc%CO’] OJEII

Q_co¢ < < Q <
8§®(€C:33(Y°>C: ge:m:o?:o’)m

loving kindness by doing their bit, while treat-

airport. — NLM

Ling the people mostly warmly. )
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World Red Cross

YAaNGoN, 8 May—The World Red Cross Day was
observed at the Institute of Nursing on Bogyoke Aung
San Street this morning.

First, President of Myanmar Red Cross Society Dr
Kyaw Win gave an opening speech and Acting Director-
General of Health Department Dr Hla Pe read out the
message sent by the Minister for Health.

Next, leader of representatives of International
Committee of the Red Cross Mr Patrick Vial read out the
message sent by ICRC and International Federation of

X

Myanmar Red Cross Society President Dr Kyaw Win delivcers an address at the World Red Cross Day ceremony. —

Day 2004 observed

Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies.

Afterwards, officials presented prizes to the win-
ners in the contests to mark the World Red Cross Day.
MRCS President Dr Kyaw Win gave away championship
shield and pennant to the Red Cross brigade representing
Yangon Division-A. Also present on the occasion were
ambassadors and diplomats of foreign missions, representa-
tives of WHO, ICRC and International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, departmental heads,

outstanding Red Cross volunteers and guests. —MNA
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763 US troops killed since beginnin

of military operations in Iraq
BacHDAD, 8 May—As of Friday, May 7, 763 US service members have died since the beginning of militaLGAbuse W|” make US JOb

operations in Iraq last year, according to the Department of Defence. Of those, 556 died as a result of hostile act] .
in Irag harder

and 207 died of non-hostile causes.
The British military has reported 58
deaths; Italy, 17; Spain, eight; Bulgaria, WAsHINGTON, 8 May — The abuse of Iragi prisoners
six; Ukraine, four; Thailand, two; by American soldiers could make the jobs of aid workers
and contractors more difficult, says the Bush
administration’s top official overseeing the

The latest identifications reported
by the Pentagon.

- Marine Cpl Jeffrey G Green, 20,
Dallas; found dead Wednesday in the
Euphrates River in Iraq’s Anbar

Battalion, 4th Marine Regiment, Ist
Marine Division, ] Marine Expeditionary
Force; Camp Pendleton, Calif.
-Killed Wednesday when an
explosive hit their vehicle in Baghdad,

Denmark, El Salvador Estonia and
Poland have reported one each.

Since 1 May, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat
operations in Iraq had ended, 625 US
soldiers have died —447 as aresult of
hostile action and 178 of non-hostile
causes, according to the military’s

province; assigned

-Marine Cpl Dus

4th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division, I Marine Expeditionary
Force; Camp Pendleton, Calif.

Brevard, Fla, found dead in Iraq’s

to 2nd Battalion,
Division;

tin H Schrage, 20,

Iraq; assigned to 1st Battalion, 21 st Field
Artillery Regiment, 1st Cavalry

Fort Hood, Texas:

Army Spc James E Marshall, 19, of
Tulsa, Okla Army Pfc Bradley G Kritzer,
18, of Irvona, Penn.

reconstruction of Iraq.
“Iragis saw us as a beacon
ofhope, and this has certainly
damaged that,” US Agency
for International
Development Administrator

Associated Press.

“I hope that the Iraqi
people will keep their image
of America based on the
thousands of people working
for us, as opposed to this one

numbers. Anbar province; assigned to 2nd Internet | Andrew Natsios told The
. = | Soldiers back in US tell
e of more Iraq abuses
N = m = f Y AnTiocH (California), 8 May— Three US military
1' -- e o policemen who served at Baghdad's Abu Ghraib priso
E ¥ It ﬂ said on Thursday they had witnessed unreported casg
- ? o 3 of prisoner abuse and that the practice against Iraqis
LT ¥ pwilis | was commonplace.
; 1 i w. Sl "It is a common thing to "It was not just these six
l r abuse prisoners," said | people," said Sindar, the
~ B . 3 Sergeant Mike Sindar, 25, | group's nuclear, biological
o F of the Army National | and chemical weapons
k2 - 5 Guard's 870th Military | specialist. "Yes, thebeatings
§ " Police Company basedinthe | happen, yes, all the time."
L » * k 1 1 | San Francisco Bay area. "I An officer in their group
W= '-\f & saw beatings all the time." | was reprimanded last year
4 s T "A lot of people had so | afterholdingdowna prisoner
i i much pent-up anger, so | forother men to beat, Sindar
A - i much aggression," he said. | told Reuters Sindar and

An Iragi man holds up-a poster showing Shiite cleric Mohammed Sadi

d

k Al-Sag

Sindar and the other military
rpolicemen, who have

as he inspects the debris of his destroyed house after Thursday’s clashes in Kufa,meaned to California from
the holy city of Najaf, Iraq on 7 May, 2004INTERNET

Iraq, spoke in interviews

Nepal’s garment export to US declines in April

KaTHMANDU, 8 May—
Nepal’s ready-made garment
export to the United States
decreased by 35 per cent in
April over the same period
of last year, the Garment
Association of Nepal said
Friday.

Garments valued at 7.35
million US dollars were ex-
ported to the United States
last month, while the figure
was 11.35 million dollars in
the same month of 2003, ac-
cording to the latest figures
released by the association.

This is the ninth straight
month that Nepal’s garment
exports to the United States
experienced adownfall, prior
to which it had increased for

12 consecutive months.

The garments industry in
Nepal is entirely export-ori-
ented and accounts for 40
per cent of the country’s for-
eign exchange earnings. It
employsover 100,000 work-
ers and sustains the liveli-
hood of over 350,000 peo-
ple.

The United States is the
largest market of Nepal’s
garment items exported
abroad, consuming some 85
per cent of its total garment
export.

One of the major reasons
of the decline in the export of
Nepali garment is the shift of
the United States importers
to Caribbean and sub-Saha-

ran African countries, which
enjoy duty-and-quota-free
market access to the United
States.

MNA/Xinhua

with Reuters

US treatment of Iraqi
prisoners in Abu Ghraib has
stirred wide international
condemnation after the
publication of photosinrecent
days showing Americans
sexually humiliating

HK police seize
5 kilos of

suspected cocaine

HonG Kong, 8 May—
Hong Kong police arrested
Thursday a51-year-old man
and seized a total of five ki-
los of suspected cocaine.

According to a govern-
ment Press release, follow-
ingextensive investigations,
the Narcotics Bureau offic-
ers intercepted the man out-
side of ahotel. A small quan-

China produces 1.30 million
automobiles during 1st quarter

Beuing, 8 May— China produced 1.30 million auto-
mobiles during the first three months this year, 1.28
million of which have been sold, up 25.63 per cent an
28.98 per centrespectively from the same period lastyearyrought to a flat in Yau Ma

The statistics released by
the China Automotive Indus-
try Association also show
that the country produced
576,900 sedan cars and
567,000 of them were sold
out during the first quarter
this year, up 41.86 per cent
and 44.47 per cent respec-
tively from the same period
last year.

A source from the China
Automotive Industry Asso-
ciation said with the con-

stant optimization of auto-
motive industry structure, the
proportion of China-made
sedan cars to all China-made
automobiles has reached 45
per cent in China, but the
figures in those major auto-
mobile-producing countries
were as high as around 70
per cent. There is still a gap
between China’s automobile
production and that of auto-
motive giants.
MNA/Xinhua

tity of suspected cocaine was
found in his possession.

A searchin the hotel room

found three kilos of sus-
pected cocaine and some
packaging paraphernalia.
d The man was then
Tei, where two more kilos of
suspected cocaine and some
packaging paraphernalia
were seized. The haul which
is believed to be for local
consumption could fetch
about 5.2 million HK dollars
(666,666 US dollars) if sold
in the local black market.

The man was arrested for
trafficking in dangerous
drugs and is still being de-
tained for inquiries.

MNA/Xinhua

prisoners. Six soldiers in Iraq
have been charged in the case
andPresident George W.Bush
apologized publicly on
Thursday.
Although public attention
has focused on the
dehumanizing photos, some
members of the 870th MP
unit say the faces in those
images were not the only
ones engaged in cruel

behaviour.

fellow military policeman
Ramon Leal said they saw
hooded prisoners with racial
taunts written on the hoods
such as "camel jockey" or
slogans such as "I tried to
kill an American but now
I'm in jail".

Leal said one female
soldier in his unit fired off a
slingshot into a crowd of
prisoners. Sindar, who was
familiar with the incident,
said one person was injured.

Another group of soldiers
knocked a 14-year-old boy
to the ground as he arrived at
the prison and then twisted
his arm, Sindar and Leal
said. "The soldiers were
laughing at him," said Leal.
"I'saw the other soldiers that
would take out their
frustrations on  the
prisoners."— MNA/Reuters|

setof terrible incidents in the
prison,” Natsios said in a
Thursday interview.

The reconstruction effort
already has been hampered,
especially during the past
)Smonth during sporadic
Violence and tense military
standoffs between US forces
and Iraqi insurgents. The
situation has forcing
Westerners involved in local
governance, community
development and other
projects to flee Fallujah,
Najaf and other areas,
Natsios said.

Elsewhere, the cost of
providing security to workers
involved in reconstruction
hasrisen, averaging between
10 percent and 20 percent of
all the money being spent,
Natsios said. USAID has
been allocated $3.8 billion
of the $18.4 billion set aside
for reconstruction so far, the
US-led agency governing
Iraq.

Moreover, since the
security situation deter-
iorated at the beginning of
April, roughly three out of
10 Americans and other non-
Iraqis involved in USAID-
financed reconstruction
projects have left the country,
Natsios said.

“We’ve had to reduce the
number of expatriate
technical workers working
for us (in Iraq) by about 30
percent, which means 70
percent of the people are still
there doing their jobs,”

» ; £ "r'ﬁ;. |
1. % Ve e
v & B\
I o o U] O - e HTE
9’4 . k. ¢
.

'l""_;-

Prisoners stand near overflowing wash water in their col
Prison on the outskirts of Baghdad, Irag on 7 May, 2004TERNET

Natsios said.—Internet
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Rumsfeld takes responsibility for
Irag prison scandal

WasHingToN, 8 May—US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld apologized and took responsibility for the Irg
prison abuse scandal, saying he would resign “in a minute” if he thought he could no longer be effective.

Appearing before tense
hearings in Congress on the
mistreatment that has drawn
global  condemnation,
Rumsfeld acknowledged he
had failed to bring details of
the mistreatment to Presi-
dent George W Bush.

He also warned that more
“blatantly sadistic” photos
and videos exist on top of
those already published,

which sparked the contro-
versy.

Facing resignation calls,
Rumsfeld said he had given
the scandal a lot of thought
over the past week.

“Needless to say, if I
thought I could not be effec-
tive, I would resign in a
minute. I would not resign
simply because people try to
make a political issue out of

it,” he said.

A Democratic senator
asked Rumsfeld whether his
resignation would help undo
the damage done by the scan-
dal.

“That’s possible,”

Rumsfeld responded.
Senator Hillary Clinton

said after the Senate hearing

there were still many unan-

swered questions.

“The forthright statement
of the secretary of defence
that his effectiveness going
forward now is at issue is
one that I agree with,” she
told reporters. Apologies by
the president and other top
officials have so far failed to
quell international outrage
over the photos of abused
prisoners, first shown on
CBS television on 28 April,
which also show US mili-
tary jailers smiling and point-
ing at the inmates.

Rumsfeld has already
been scolded by Bush for
not telling him sooner about
the photographs after the
abuse was first drawn to of-
ficial attention in January.
“I feel terrible about what
happened to these Iraqi de-
tainees,” the secretary told
the Senate Armed Services
Committee.

Internet

Polish TV crew attacked
in lraq

BacHDAD, 8 May— Gunmen in Iraq have killed a
leading Polish journalist and his picture editor in a

drive-by shooting.

TV reporter Waldemar
Milewicz, 47, was well
known in Poland and had
covered a number of
conflicts around the
world.

An Iraqi man travelling
with the crew said the gun-
men drove up behind their
car and raked it with bullets
before turning around to fire
again. Mr Milewicz’s col-
league, Polish-Algerian
Mounir Bouamrane, also
died. Cameraman Jerzy Ernst
was injured.

Mr Ernst, who was shotin
the arm, spoke to Poland’s
TVP from his hospital bed.

Mr Ernst said the main

US Army soldiers check an Iragi car during a patrol along the streets of Baghdad
on 7 May, 2004—INTERNET

India keen to expand economic ties with Sri Lanka

CoLomBo, 8 May — India has said that it is keen to expand economic cooperatig
with Sri Lanka and ready to put together an aid package to rebuild the embattled
north and east region of the country, the officialDaily News said Friday.

After gifting a mobile library to the
Ramakrishna mission in Point Pedro in
northern Jaffna Peninsula on Thursday,
Indian High Commissioner in Colombo
Nirupam Sen told reporters that talks
initiated with the previous government of
former  Prime  Minister  Ranil
Wickremesinghe on the economic
agreement would continue with the new
government led by President Chandrika

Kumaratunga. Sen noted with satisfaction
that 150 million US dollars of Indian credit
line has been well utilized to import
commodities and merchandise.

He said India will pursue a
comprehensive economic partnership
agreement with the new government with
keenness to push ahead with greater
economic cooperation between the two
countries. — MNA/Xinhua

China to close medicine companies
failing to pass GMP

SHANGHAI, 8 May— Some 2,000 drug producing companies will be closed as th
would certainly fail to pass the Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) authentication
by 1 July, said an official from the State Food and Drug Administration (SFDA).

Latest statistics show that more than 2,800
drug manufacturer out of 6,000 have passed
the GMP authentication so far, leaving some
1,000 in the procedure of technology up-
grading and another 2,000 which would
certainly fail.

“Medicine producers which fail to pass
the authentication will be closed down,”
said Bai Huiliang, director in charge of safety
supervision department under the SFDA ata
seminar on China’s Medicine and Health
Production held recently.

To those companies in the technology-
upgrading, the SFDA will give six months of
grace period. By the end of this year, if they
still could not pass, they will be closed down.

China introduced in the GMP authenti-
cation, an international standards of medi-
cine production in 1998.

In 2003, as a measure to ensure medicine
safety, the SFDA regulated compulsively
thatall drug enterprises and workshops would
have to pass the GMP authentication since
July 1, 2004 to continue operation.

Bai noted that the adoption of GMP has

Female soldier
charged with abuse

BacHpAD, 8 May—The US military has charged a|
female soldier with abusing Iraqi prisoners, making her

the seventh to face charges.

Irafivate Lynndie England,
21, is accused of assaulting
the detainees, conspiring
lwith other soldiers to mis-
Nreat them and discrediting
the armed forces.

Photographs of her smil-
ing and pointing at naked
Iraqi prisoners have appeared
in media outlets around the
world.

Six soldiers have already
been charged over the al-
leged abuse. Seven others
have been reprimanded.

Inone of the photographs,
Private England is pictured
with a leash tied round the
neck of acrumpled Iraqi pris-
oner.

In another, she is smiling
withacigarette hanging from
herlips, pointing amock gun
at the genitals of a naked
prisoner in Baghdad’s Abu
Ghraib jail.

Ms England is said to
have joined the army as a
reservist after leaving high
school. She left for Iraq in
February 2003.

She has now been reas-
signed to a military police
unit in the state of North
Carolina following her re-
turn. Her family says she is
pregnant with the child of
Charles Graner, another sol-
dier accused of mistreating
Iraqi prisoners. —Internet

highway was blocked and
their driver took a local road
he thought was safe.

“Milewicz and Mounir
were sitting in the back seat,
I was in the front seat with
my camera. Suddenly we
heard shots from very close
behind and the window was
shattered,” he said.

“Then there was silence
and suddenly Mounir started
to shout. We got out of the
car and we saw Waldek was
sitting bent over, very pale,
with blood running from his
nose.”

The two tried to get
Milewicz from the car, but
the shooting started again,
killing Bouamrane and
wounding Ernst.

Mr Milewicz had been
working for TVPsince 1984,
and was an experienced war
correspondent who had cov-
ered various conflicts includ-
ing in the Balkans,
Chechnya, Cambodia and
Rwanda.

He was awarded a jour-
nalism prize by Johns
Hopkins University in
Baltimore in 1995 for his
work in Chechnya and
was named Poland’s
Reporter of the Year in
2001.

Mr Bouamrane, 36, a
Polish-Algerian national,
had been working for about
15 years for TVP.

The three-man crew had
only been in Iraq three days
before the attack south of
Baghdad. Their bodies were
taken to a morgue in
Latifiya, 30km south of the
capital. —Intenet

helped promote the structure and produc-
tion upgrading of the medicine industries. In
1998, only 87 medicine manufacturers passed
the GMP inspections.

MNA/Xinhua

Over 1,300 enterprises listed

in Chinese stock markets

BEuING, 8 May— By the end of March
2004, 1,302 enterprises were listed in
Chinese Mainland stock markets, with total
circulation value of 1.59 trillion yuan (191.6
billion US dollars), according to figures from
the China Securities Regulatory Commis-
sion.

The total turnover in the Shanghai Stock
Exchange and Shenzhen Stock Exchange,
the only two stock markets in China’s Main-
land, stood at 569.72 billion yuan in March,
down 20.08 per cent from February.

Investors had opened 71.04 million ac-
counts at the two exchanges by March,
figures showed.

e

MNA/Xinhua
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An Iragi man shows bloodstained cloth at a house after fighting between
US forces and Shiites militia, in the city of Kufa, on 7 May,
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2004—INTERNET
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Contractors return to Irag, but numbers are still down

BacHpAD , 8May—Contractors involved in the rebuilding of Iraq have begun returning to the country, but their

numbers are still down by about a third from what they were before violence intensified in early April, American

officials said Friday.

Of the hundreds of West-
erners under contract to re-
build $3.3 billion in power
plants, sewage treatment
plants and other facilities as
well as local governmental
institutions, just over 50 per-
centare now on the job com-
pared with immediately be-
fore the violence flared, an
American government offi-
cial in Baghdad said.

But Portia Palmer, a
spokeswoman for the
United States Agency for
International Development,
said some of the reduction

was aresult of projects com-
ing to an end and workers
rotating out of the country
for scheduled rest. A re-
duction across the board of
about a third was probably
aresult of the security situ-
ation, she said.

“Seventy percent of the
expatriate staff continues to
work in Iraq,” she said, “and
as the security situation con-
tinues to normalize, those
expatriates who are mission-
critical to our work are re-
turning to work throughout
the country.”

Inlate April, government
officials and private compa-
nies reported that two major
contractors, General Elec-
tric and Siemens, had sus-
pended most of their opera-
tions in Iraq, slowing some
projects by as much as a
month. But Tom Wheelock,
director of infrastructure
programmes for the agency,
said Friday that “G E is back
in country,” and that he
hoped Siemens would be
operating at close to full
strength as early as next

week.

Mr Wheelock said that
returning contractors had
generally put in place new
security measures to cope
with the continuing dangers
in Iraq. A G E spokesman,
Gary Sheffer, declined to
discuss directly the number
of employees that the com-
pany now has in the country,
citing security concerns. But
he said the company “is com-
mitted to meeting our cus-
tomers’ requirements in Iraq
and continuing to be a part of
the reconstruction.”

Internet

US, Britain face
questions on who
controls Iraqi
troops

UniTep NATIONS, 8 May
—The United States and Brit-
ain on Thursday promised
sovereignty for a new Iraqi
government but several UN
diplomats questioned why
Iraqi forces would be under
US control when the occupa-
tion ends.

The differences emerged
during informal UN Security
Council talks on a new Iraqi
resolution that would support
a caretaker government and
define its relationship to US-
led forces after a handover of
power on June 30.

Butno text was circulated
atthe session, chaired by Brit-

An Iragi mother cries at the bedside of her wounded son at a hospital in the holy
Najaf, on 7 May, 2004. B+TERNET

Iraq inspector cites
Halliburton cost problems

WasHINGTON, 8 May — The United States’ chief inspec-
tor in Iraq said on Thursday audits still under way have
found problems with prices charged by Halliburton unit
Kellogg Brown and Root for work in Iraq and Kuwait.

Stuart Bowen, inspector
general for the US-led Coali-
tion Provisional Authority,
told Reutersghat aside from
concerns found with hotel
costs and the purchase of
trucks, a broad audit would
soonbeannouncedon KBR’s
task of providing services to
the CPA, because of con-
cerns over pricing.

KBR’s work in Iraq,
which could eventually
amount to up to 18 billion
US dollars in business for the
Texas-based company, has
already come under the scru-
tiny of military auditors.

The company, which has
more than 24,000 employees
working in the Irag-Kuwait
region, argues its prices in
Iraq have been driven up by
the high level of danger.

“I think the danger drives
security costs but not for eve-
rything else. Their security
costs are high because of the
danger and that is to be ex-
pected but tying the loss of
lifeto costs is inappropriate,”
said_Bowen in a telephone
il iew from Baghdad.

Halliburton, which was

run by Vice-President Dick
Cheney until he joined the
race for the White House in
2000, is the US military’s
biggestlogistics contractorin
Iraq and provides services
ranging from laundry to oil-
field repair.

Asked to comment on
Bowen’s audits, which are
continuing, Halliburton
spokeswoman Wendy Hall
highlighted the cost of secu-
rity. “Cost of security is a
part of every dollar spent in
Iraq whether it is for vehi-
cles, shelter or equipment.
Safety for our employees is
KBR’s top concern espe-
cially now as we have had
kidnappings, gunfire, andin-
surgent attacks on our peo-
ple,” she said.

Hall added: “We believe
thatcosts and security have to
be integrated and not doing
this would be irresponsible.”

KBR has lost more than
30 of its employees and sub-
contractors in Iraq and
Bowen acknowledged the
company had suffered more
than any other firm working
there. — MNA/Reuters

ish Ambassador Emyr Jones
Parry, nor one is expected to
be distributed until UN en-
voy Lakhdar Brahimi, now
in Baghdad, reports on his
efforts to form a caretaker
government.

US and British officials
say the resolution is expected
to mark the end of the occu-
pation, the dissolution of the
occupying Coalition Provi-
sional Authority, arrange-
ments for the new interim
government, the role of the
United Nations — and ap-
proval of a US-led multina-
tional force.

Other issues include an
arms embargo and the fate of
an occupation-run fund for
Iraq’s oil revenues as well as
laws and regulations already
promulgated by the Coalition
Provisional Authority.

While Council members
recognized that US forces
would stay in Iraq after June
30, differences emerged on
the definition of full sover-
eignty. US and British en-
voys said again that this does
not mean total authority over
defence.

Chinese Premier begins
visit to Italy to boost
bilateral ties

Rome, 8 May

— Chinese Premier Wen Jiabag

arrived here Thursday on a three-day official visit to
Italy, aiming to boost Sino-Italian political, economic

and trade ties.

Wen’s plane touched
down at Rome’s Fiumicino
Airport at 5:35 p.m. local
time (1535 GMT) after
wrapping up atwo-day visit
to Belgium and the Euro-
pean headquarters. He will
attend a welcoming banquet
hosted by Italian Foreign
Minister Franco Frattini
later in the day.

In a written statement
issued upon his arrival, the
Chinese Premier said Italy,
with a long history and
bright civilization, has
made brilliant contributions
to mankind civilization and
progress. “Today, Italy is
making important roles in
international and regional
affairs.”

Consequently, several
members, including Ger-
many, Algeria, France and
Brazil, questioned why Iraq
could not at least control its
own forces, participants told
Reuters.

MNA/Reuters

Don't
smoke

The Sino-Italian politi-
cal ties have been consoli-
dated and the exchanges
and cooperation have

China’s per-capita edible olil
consumption tops 10 kilos

BeuinG, 8 May — The per-capita consumption of edible oil in China has surpassed

10 kilos, compared with 2.2 kilos in the 1980s, according to Ren Xiaozheng, a deputy

director of the State Administration of Grain.

Since the reform and
opening-up drive in 1978,
China has developed into a
major producer and con-
sumer of edible oil, the of-
ficial said.

In 2003, the country pro-

duced 28.05 million tons of
edible oil and imported 5.41
million tons of edible oil
from abroad.

China has over 5,000
edible oil processing com-
panies, with annual capac-

ity of over 40 million tons.
In general, China has
caught up with developed
nations in the technology of
edible oil processing, the of-
ficial said.
MNA/Xinhua

achieved fruitful results in
various areas since the two
countries established dip-
lomatic ties 34 years ago,
he said in the statement.

“The Chinese Govern-
ment persistency attaches
importance to developing
relations with Italy, and is
willing to deepen and ex-
pand bilateral mutual ben-
eficial relations, thus con-
tributing to maintaining
world peace and promoting
common development,” he
added.

“I am looking forward
to meeting Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi and other
Italian leaders to enhance
mutual understanding, ex-
pand common consensus
and push forward bilateral
cooperation,” said the Chi-
nese Premier.

MNA/Xinhua

US Army soldiers detain Iragi men during a patrol in the centre of Baghdad, Iraq on 7

May, 2004.—INTERNET
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An Iraqgi boy waits with his grandfather Hussein who was injured when a suicide car
bomb exploded in Baghdad on 6 May, 2004.

Images of Iraqg

An Iragi man .searches through the rubble of his house in Fallujah after it was sh#

by a mortar during a fight between Iraqi guerillas and US troops on 27 April, 2004
-

An injured Iragi man is rushed into a hospital in Baghdad, after a suicide car bomb
exploded in central Baghdad on 6 May, 2004.

PP T, 8
o P H A
An Iraql man stands Iooklng at shattered glass after a rocket attack in the northern city
An old Iragi man pomts toward a hole on the ceiling of his house in Fallujah, west of of Mosul on 14 April, 2004.
Baghdad. The man’s house was damaged during the bloody battles between US
Marines and guerillas defending the city on 5 May, 2004.
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Fallujah shells: An Iragi woman collects ammunition cases from the floor of her houidms search through the rubble of their house, which was shelled by a mortar during

theMarines left behind after evacuating their positions in the city of Fallujah on 3 May, 2004a fight between Iraqi guerillas and US troops, in Fallujah, Irag, on 2 May, 2004.
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New and fast developments throughout Myanmar

Doy

Nyaungdon oil and gas field in Nyaungdon region, Ayeyawady Division

Chindwin River-crossing Hsinbyushin Bridge that links Sagaing and Magway Divisions.
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye hears reports on progress of Coal-fired Power Plant Project (Tikyit) in Pinlaung Township by Minister for Electric Power Maj-
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye inspects the canal of Zawgyi Hydroelectric Power Plant in Yaksawk Fewnship.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye...

(from page 1)

On 6 May morning, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye
and party inspected Zawgyi Hydroelectric Power Plant of
MEPE in Yaksawk Township.

First, they inspected the canal and power intake of the
plant. Next, they looked into the drain, No 2 generator
and No 1 generator and control room.

At the plant, Minister for Electric Power Maj-Gen Tin
Htut reported on annual generating capacity at the plant.

In response to the report, Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye gave instructions, saying that as Zawgyi Dam is a
prerequisite for not only water supply for agricultural pur-
pose but also for generating electricity it is important to
implement the two tasks harmoniously.

Responsible officials are to make integrated and well-
coordinated efforts for ensuring the effective use of the
dam, he added. The two 6-megawatt turbines have been
installed at the hydel power plant of Zawgyi Dam and the
plant generates 12 megawatt. The plant was opened on 16
March 2000.

Next, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party ar-
rived at Kyaukson Village, Yaksawk Township and met
with departmental officials and local people.

Afterwards, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party
inspected the stone inscription of Shwenyaung-Yaksawk-
Kyaukgu-Tapalan-Nawnghkio motor road opened on 24
February 1998.

At the briefing hall, Senior Engineer U Pe Min of
Public Works (Taunggyi District) reported on the prevail-
ing situation of Shwenyaung-Yaksawk-Kyaukgu-Tapalan-
Nawnghkio motor road. Commander Maj-Gen Khin
Maung Myint and Minister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw
Tun gave supplementary reports.

In response to the reports, Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye gave instructions.

One can travel to Shan State (South) and Shan State
(North) within a short period of time by means of
Shwenyaung-Yaksawk-Kyaukgu-Tapalan-Nawnghkio
motor road.

Dokhtawady Bridge (Nawnghkio) on Shwenyaung-
Yaksawk-Kyaukgu-Tapalan-Nawnghkio motor road is un-
der construction.On completion of the bridge, there will
be smooth and secure transportation in the region.

At the briefing hall, the District Senior Engineer re-
ported on matters related to construction of a new road
linking Indaw and 18-mile junction of Yaksawk Town-
ship to Vice-Senior General Maung Aye who gave neces-
sary instructions on construction of gravel road. Later,
Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party looked into
Kyaukson Village.

Next, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party ar-
rived at the village’s monastery where they paid homage
and presented offertories to Presiding Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Samvara and members of the Sangha.

After that, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party
inspected construction of Shwenyaung-Yaksawk-Kyaukgu-
Tapalan-Nawnghkio motor road and Dokhtawady Bridge
(Nawnghkio) and forest plantations between Indaw and
Tapalan.

Next, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party ar-
rived at Kyauksonkon Farm of Pwint Kaung & Khin Nwe
Yi Co Ltd in Yaksawk Township.

At the briefing hall, Farm Manager U Soe Tun re-
ported on land allocated to the Company, growing of
sugarcane, maize, paddy, pulses and beans, coffee, rub-
ber, lime, Thitseint, orange, mango, lychee, jackfruit and
others.

In response to the report, Vice-Senior General Maung

’

Aye gave instructions, saying that it is encouraging to see
a national entrepreneur making all-out efforts like this for
development of farming.

The government granted permits to national entrepre-
neurs to reclaim thousands of acres of fallow and virgin
land to enable them to engage in farming.

Only when there emerges a number of acres of mod-
ern farmland together with farming undertakings being
engaged on manageable scale will the agricultural sector
develop, thereby contributing to further development of
export. Only then, farming undertakings will benefit both
the State and the entrepreneurs. There are thousands of
acres of fallow and virgin land between Dokhtawady river
and Indaw in Yaksawk region. According to geographical
conditions, cultivation of coffee and other perennial crops
can be successful.

This region is a place where coffee can grow like
PyinOoLwin and Nawnghkio. The region was allocated
to national entrepreneurs and arrangements have been made
for cultivation of coffee and other perennial crops in the
region. The national entrepreneurs, on their part, are to
strive to reclaim fallow and virgin land for perennial crops
in the interest of the State and the people.

Next, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party in-
spected the coffee and orange plantations.

In the afternoon, they arrived back at Bahtoo and
looked into mango plantations of Bahtoo Station.

First, Brig-Gen Zaw Win of Bahtoo Station reported
to Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party on sample
of mango and cultivation of mangoes.

In response to the report, Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye gave necessary instructions and inspected thriving
of mango plantations. Altogether 13,000 Yinkwe
and Seintalon mango trees have been grown in Bahtoo
Station.— MNA

GenMia Htut.

Sanitation tasks carried out in Yangon municipal areal Commander inspects livestock breeding tasks

YAaNGON, 8 May — To , MyintSweand YCDC Chair- | Ahlon, Kyimyindine,
make Yangoncity clean,neat | man Mayor Brig-Gen Aung | Sanchaung, Kamayut, Hline, Of Yango n CO m mand
and tidy and ensure proper | Thein Lin inspected the ac- | Dagon and Mingala YanGoN, 8 May—Chair- | rived at No 2 Livestock | the command.
drainage in its municipal | tivities and attended to the | Taungnyunt. man of Yangon Division | Breeding Camp in Hmawby The commander gave

area, Tatmadawmen, mem-
bers of Myanmar Police
Force, staff of Yangon City
Development Committee,
those of social organizations
and public carried out sani-
tation tasks today.

Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council
Chairman Yangon Com-
mand Commander Maj-Gen

needs.

The commander and
mayor inspected the sanita-
tion tasks such as dredging
and unblocking of ditches for
proper drainage, systematic
disposal of garbage, clearing
of weeds and bushes, plant-
ing of flowering plants in the
townships of Kyauktada,
Pabedan, Latha, Lanmadaw,

Officials conducted the
commander and the mayor
round there. During the in-
spections, the commanderin-
structed to carry out collec-
tive works by district- and
township-wise for ensuring
the proper drainage in the
drains and ditches in the city
as the rains are setting in.

MNA

Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe, accompanied by
No 1 Military Region Com-
mander Col Tun Kyi and
officials, this morning in-
spected livestock breeding
camps of Yangon Com-
mand.

In the afternoon, the
commander and party ar-

Township where they were
welcomed by Secretary of
Yangon Command Agricul-
ture and Livestock Breeding
Supervisory Committee Lt-
Col Thein Hsint and offi-
cials.

No 2 Camp in-charge
Maj Myat Nyein reported on
raising of layers and sale of
eggs. Lt-Col Thein Hsint re-
ported on breeding tasks of

necessary instructions. Next,
officials conducted the com-
mander and party round the
camp. The commander gave
instructions on carrying out
of sanitation tasks, cultiva-
tion of vegetables in vacant
lands and sale of chickenand
eggs to tax-free markets and
development markets in the
division.

MNA



Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt hoists...

(from page 16)

Next, the ministers and
wellwishers presented offer-
tories members of the
Sangha and nuns.

Afterwards, the com-
mander accepted K 30 mil-
lion for use in missionary
tasks of the Kyaikhtihsaung
Sayadaw donated by U
Khin Shwe-Daw San San
Kywe (Zay Gabar Co); K 5
million by Mandalay Thein
Zaw-Dr Cho Aye Han; K
2.5 million by U Aung Ko
Win-Daw Nan Than Htwe
(Kanbawza Bank Ltd) and
K 600,000 by Daw Aye
Mya Nwe (Bagan Hotel).

Director-General Dr
Myo Myint of Religious

Sangha Nayaka Committee
to Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Pafifiadipa.

Vocalists Daw Tin Tin
Mya and Daw Htar and
Mandalay Thein Zaw re-
cited religious verses in
honour of Kyaikhtihsaung
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Paiinadipa, Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Nagindha and
Nun Daw Rupatheingi.

Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Panfiadipa delivered a ser-
mon, followed by sharing of
merits gained.

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt performed ritu-
als of golden and silver
showers.

A ceremony to hoist

Affairs Department pre- | Seinbudaw and
sented the assignment to | Hngetmyatnadaw of ancient
maintain Shwebontha Pa- | historic Shwebontha
goda by the Township 'Hsandawshin Pagoda was

held at noon.

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt and party pre-
sented offertories to the
members of the Sangha.
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Pafinadipa delivered an
Ovadakatha.

Next, Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Paififiadipa,
Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt and party con-
veyed the Seinbudaw and
Hngetmyatnadaw.

Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Paiifiadipa and Prime Min-
ister General Khin Nyunt
hoisted the Seinbudaw and
Hngetmyatnadaw atop the
pagoda.

Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Paiiiadipa and Prime Min-
ister General Khin Nyunt
formally unveiled the in-
scription of the pagoda.

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 9 May, 2004 9

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt plants a mango treeina

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt planted mango
tree and Ingyin tree.

The Seinbudaw and
Hngetmyatnadaw hoisting
ceremonies of replicas of

the Shwedagon, Kyaikhtih-

saung Hsandaw-shin Pa-
goda, Kyaikhtiyo Pagoda,
Kyetmintaung Pagoda and
Bamei Hsan-dawshin Pa-
goda were held at the re-
spective venues on Kelatha

Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Pafifiadipa and Prime Min-
ister General Khin Nyunt
hoisted the Seinbudaws and
Hngetmyatnadaws atop the
respective pagodas.

MNA
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt unveils stone inscription of TattawU Bo Rahan BEPS in Zokthok
Bilin Township— mNa

Prime Minister attends...
(from page 16)

Zokthok Village BEHS, the Prime Minister heard re-
ports by the township PDC Chairman U Tun Oo on
location and area of the township, cultivation of paddy,
oil crops and other crops, local rice sufficiency, educa-
tion, health and road and bridge construction and at-
tended to the requirements.

The Prime Minister then presented the headmaster
with a computer, a TV and a VCR for the Tattaw U
Pho Yahan BEPS.

Next, Deputy Minister for Religious Affairs U Myo
Nyunt, member of State Peace and Development Coun-
cil Lt-Gen Maung Bo and Commander Maj-Gen Thura
Myint Aung accepted cash donations for Zokthok model
village BEHS.

The donations included K 1.1 million by
Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw, K 3 million by Zay Gabar
Dr Khin Shwe and Daw San San Kywe, K 300,000 by
U Than Han and Daw Win Ni, K 1.5 million by U
Kennet Pi Lay and Daw Thin Thin Htwe, K 500,000
by Mandalay Thein Zaw and Dr Daw Cho Aye Han, K
500,000 by U Myint Thein and Daw Cho Cho, K
500,000 by Daw Aye Mya Nwe (Bagan Hotel), K
300,000 by U Tun Ngwe, U Kyaw Win and U Kyaw
Myint, K 300,000 by U Hla Sein, U Khin Htay and U
Khin Myint, K 300,000 by U Shwe Khine, U Tin Hla
and U Pe Gyi, K 300,000 by U Aye Myo Min, Daw
Kyin Myint, U Tin Ngwe, K 300,000 by U Nyein
Aung, U Tun Myint and U Tin Than, K 200,000 by U
Kyu and U Than Ko, K 150,000 by U Than Aung, U
Win Thein and U Me Nyo, K 1 million by Yuzana U
Htay Myint, K 1 million by U Win Aung(Dagon
International), K 1 million by Olympic U Aik Tun, K
500,000 by Asia Maung Maung, K 500,000 by Dr Zaw

Tun of Shwe Kyaw Pyan Co and K 1 million by U
Tin Sein (Universal Co).

Next, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt made a
speech. He said that they were there to fulfil the
requirements for development of education, health, eco-
nomic and social sectors of local people and for devel-
opment of Bilin Township.

For development of rural regions and enhancement
of living standard of local people the five rural devel-
opment tasks have been laid down and are being
implemented. In the process, officials of central level
are giving necessary assistance.

Arrangements are being made for boosting educa-
tion and health standard of rural regions, for better
transport and water supply for agriculture purpose.

The township departmental officials are to make
field trips right down to grassroots level to fulfil the
requirements for development of rural regions in their
townships and improvement of the living standard of
local people.

The government has introduced ten major crops for
ensuring development of economy in rural regions.
Therefore, Township officials in the fields of agricul-
ture are to provide necessary assistance such as dis-
seminating  agricultural techniques and distributing
quality strains for successful realization of the objec-
tives.

As the respective committees have been formed to
carry out rural development tasks the township level
departmental officials are to make concerted efforts
through right leadership and proper management.

In addition, for regional development, the depart-
mental officials are to enlist the strength of social
organisations formed in every township.

Next, Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and
party arrived back here in the evening.—MNA

Hill in Bilin Township.

illage,
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YANGoN, 8 May— The
Myitkyina Open Golf Tour,
co-organized by Northern
Command, Myanmar Golf
Federation and MPGA and
mainly sponsored by Jade
Land Myanmar Co Ltd,
continued for third day at
Northern Star Golf Course
in Myitkyina this morning.

Zaw Zaw Latt (Pan-
West) was standing in the
first position after firing 210
strokes in the professional
golfers division, followed
by Myint Thaung (KM Golf
Centre) with 221, Min
Naing (Srixon) with 222

Zaw Zaw Latt leads
Myltkylna Open Golf Tour

and Kyaw Swa Lin (Ping)
with 223.

In the men’s amateur
golfers division, Thein Zaw
Myint retained its position
with 214 strokes for three
days. His runners-up were
Yin Aung Latt in the sec-
ond position with 220,
Kyaw Thiha, Naing Naing
Lin and Zaw Zin Win tied
at the third with 223 each.

The tour sponsor is
Rothmans of Pall Mall
Myanmar Pte Ltd together
with  co-sponsors
Myanmar Sithu Co Ltd,
May and Mark Co Ltd,
Kaung Myat Co Ltd and
Punt Sun Hotel.

The fourth and final
round of the tour will be
held tomorrow.— MNA

B5cBE:ena0808

< < < < < < N Q<
[epl1~l0pplelefenl [~lopnlelenles] @_OJCDGO.?C\)G:II

gooé(?ocooooo;:

7

00 ¢

DJEII

ry$ op:o Gq)é@éo'] [

(rgoamoagos 9:03539& §pud
oll :ﬂ:mécao;o’];s?:@ca]é sgmé:cspé nm:o’lcsprﬂl
mmé:@@oo’gesprﬂ\ saaaé: méaoo@sprﬂl 5385386
o’:rﬁ@é;§(§ §c\‘?;c,q><ﬂ\ aaaqogcsprﬂeuozl
(‘qaoé:gi@sprﬂ (AIDS) §§\ gogﬁéza,géqaespnqqp:
oméo%l [:égazgé mém@é\ S;g):cq;§g°| opges:qp:
oosi)m(ﬂm[(:)o:[%f::l felSl=cke=T) m@q:oﬁéq@é:o‘é @m.%c

JII qs@é 33;50’]?0;)@]’35? (‘DéiGOZGG)qé\ ?ZOJGCJGSDZO’M

bl gizoaucneso:oqza‘?:@aaqp:mé moggaogs:o:éﬂ qp:ogé\
Lfo&})o’)éﬁ Gao:n?wﬁéoi(ﬂn

9930:

cog

B
J




10 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 9 May, 2004

Cuba denounces “brutal”,
Bush measures

Havana, 8 May — Cuba’s Communist Government
on Friday denounced US President George W Bush’]
plans to hasten its demise as “brutal” interference in

5]

another country’s affairs.

Bush took measures on
Thursday to reduce the flow
of dollars to cash-strapped
Cuba while stepping up
propaganda broadcasts and
support for opponents of
President Fidel Castro, in
power since a 1959
revolution. Visits by Cuban-
American relatives, whose
remittances inject about one
billion US dollars in badly
needed cashinto the island’s
economy, will be limited to
one trip every three years to
deny resources to what Bush
called a “tyranny”.

The ruling Communist
Party newspaper Granma
reported the US decisions
under a banner headline:
“Brutal economic and
political measures against
our country and against
Cubansresiding inthe United
States.” “The solid support
for the revolution by almost
all of the population makes it
invulnerable to Mr Bush’s
rotten ideology,” Granma
said.

Havana charged that
‘White House plans to deploy

a C-130 military plane to
beam television signals into
Cuba and counter Cuban
jamming of the US funded
TV Marti were a violation of
international broadcastrules.
The White House said

it would spend 59 million
US dollars over the next two
years to hasten Castro’s
end by supporting pro-
democracy groups, relatives
of imprisoned dissidents. Up
to 18 million US dollars of
the earmarked funds will pay
for airborne broadcasts to
Cuba. The Cuban Govern-
ment complained that
tougher US sanctions come
at a time of rising world
prices forfood and are aimed
athitting tourism, theisland’s
mainsource of hard currency.
Ordinary Cubans,
many of whom rely on
money from relatives in the
United States to supplement
their meager wages, were
relieved that Bush had not
cuta 1,200-US-dollar a year
ceiling on money Cuban-
Americans can send to their
families. — MNA/Reuters

Registered
NGOs in China
number 142,000

by 2003

BEeuiNG, 8 May — By the
end of 2003, China had
142,000 registered non-
government organizations
(NGOs), an increase of 6.8
per cent over the figure of
the previous year, according
to the Ministry of Civil
Affairs. The number of
national or trans-provincial
NGOs was 1,736, up 49
year-on-year; the number
of provincial-level NGOs
stood at 21,030, up 961;
and the number of
prefecture- and county-
level NGOs was 48,731,
down 3,655. Meanwhile,
China had 19 foreign
chambers of commerce.

The ministry said the
government will give support
to the development of
charitable groups and NGOs
that are closely related to
foreign trade, industries and
rural economy. MNA/Xinhua

China’s discipline inspection
officials told to perform duties

Guiyang, 8 May — A senior CPC official asked
departments for discipline inspection at all levels of China
to fully perform their duties and step up supervision.

The request was made by Wu Guanzheng, member of
the Political Bureau of the Standing Committee of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (CPC)
and secretary of the CPC Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection, during a study tour to southwest China’s
landlocked Guizhou Province from May 2-6.

“It is necessary to step up inspection over
implementation of the Party line, relevant policies, as well
as the state laws and regulations, and to correct and deal
with cases wherein laws are not followed or not abided by
strictly,” said Wu.

Wau also told officials for discipline inspection across
the country to take the lead in studying the Constitution and
other laws of China, and to keep improving the capabilities
of carrying out discipline inspections according to law.

MNA/Xinhua
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Dragonair adds

5 new freighters

Hong Kong, 8 May —
Dragonair announced here
Thursday that it has
purchased five special
freighters to open up new
destinations, in an effort to
strengthen Hong Kong’s
cargo hub position. The
company will more than
double the size of its all-
cargo fleet by the end of
2008, after announcing the
purchase of five Boeing 747-
400 special freighters. Two
of the five aircraft will enter
service in 2006, followed by
two more in 2007 and one in
2008.“ Today’s announce-
ment is a major milestone in
the growth of Dragonair’s
cargo operations, and a
significantinvestment in the
future growth of Hong Kong
as a cargo gateway to and
from the Chinese Mainland,”
said Chief Executive Officer
Stanley Hui. “The purchase
of the special freighters
means that by the end 0of 2008
we will be operating nine
all-cargo aircraft.
Underpinning this growthis
the continuing development
of the China Mainland
economy and continuing
demand for air cargo services
there,” he said.

Hui added that “this cargo
fleet expansion plan will
allow us to look at new
destinations, and for the first
time puts us in a position to
enter the major freight
markets across the Pacific”.

The five Boeing 747-400 |

special freighters have been
purchased from Singapore
Airlines. Conversion work
will be carried out in
collaboration witBoeing, and
the aircraft will be among
the world’s first Boeing 747-
400passenger airliners to be
converted to freighters.
MNA/Xinhua

-
Minister U Aung Thaung being welcomed back at the airporinpsstrY-1

Myanmar-Thai industrial cooperation discussed

YANGON, 8 May—The Myanmar industrial delegation led by Minister for Industry-
1 U Aung Thaung arrived back here from Thailand yesterday. The delegation was
welcomed back by Minister for Industry-2 Maj-Gen Saw Lwin, Minister at the Prime
Minister’s Office Maj-Gen Thein Swe, the deputy ministers and officials. Managing
Director of Myanma Ceramics Industries U Soe Yi, Deputy Director-General of Regional
Industrial Coordination and Inspection Department U L Zaw Shan, General Manager of
Myanma Textile Industries U Ye Win, General Manager of Myanma Pharmaceutical
Industries U Tin Maung Win, General Manager of Myanma Paper and Chemical
Industries U Thein Win and Deputy General Manager of Myanma Textile Industries U
Ko Ko Lwin also arrived back on the same flight. Under the industrial cooperation
programme between Myanmar and Thailand and at the invitation of Minister of Industry
of Thailand Mr Phinij Jarusombat, the industrial delegation led by Minister for Industry-
1 U Aung Thaung arrived in Thailand on 3 May.

In the afternoon, Secretary-General of the Board of Investment (BOI) of Thailand
Mr Somphong Wanapha hosted a luncheon in honour of the delegation and he reported
on measures of BOL. In the evening Minister U Aung Thaung and Minister of Industry
of Thailand Mr Phinij Jarusombat discussed bilateral industrial cooperation at the Ministry
of Industry. Minister Mr Phinij Jarusombat hosted a dinner in honour of Minister U
Aung Thaung and party at Sofital Central Plaza Hotel.

On 4 May, Minister U Aung Thaung and party went to Thai Rayon Public Co Ltd
in Angthong District. They were welcomed by Governor of Angthong Province and
Chairman of Thai Rayon Public Co Ltd Mr Bajaj. Chairman Mr Bajaj briefed on the
factory to the minister and party. The delegation visited Viscose Rayon and sulphuric
acid factory.

On 5 May, the minister and party arrived at Nipro (Thailand) Co Ltd in Ayutthaya.
They were welcomed by Governor of Ayutthaya Province and Chairman of Nipro
(Thailand) Corporation Mr Osama Nakano. Chairman Osama Nakano reported on
production process and sample items. The minister and party observed production process
of disposable syringes and dripsets used in injection.

On 6 May, they went to Head Office of Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand
(IEAT). The Chairman and the Governor of IEAT reported on functions and bilateral
cooperation in connection with the establishment of industrial zones on Myanmar side
along Thai-Myanmar border. Minister U Aung Thaung said Myanmar is cooperating
with not only ASEAN countries but also BIMST-EC ones through friendship and
development strategy. Myanmar and Thailand have long border and they are carrying
out the tasks for wider bilateral economic relations.

On arrival at Amata Nakorn Industrial Estate in Chonburi District, the delegation
was welcomed and conducted round the zone by Chairman of Industrial Zone Police
General (Retd) Chavalit Yodmani. In the afternoon, Minister U Aung Thaung and party
took part in the discussions at the Business Meeting on Investment Opportunity in
Myanmar sponsored by BOI at Sofital Central Plaza Hotel. In the evening, Minister U
Aung Thaung called on Deputy Prime Minister Chavalit Yongchaiyudh and they
discussed strengthening of Thai-Myanmar goodwill relations and bilateral economic
cooperation. Chairman of Federation of Thailand Industrial (FTI) Mr Katiya Greigram
hosted a working dinner in honour of Myanmar delegation at Pacific Hotel.

On 7 May, the minister and party arrived at Asian Insulator Public Co Ltd in
Singhburi District. They were welcomed by Administrator of Singhburi District and
Chairman of the company Mr Narong. He reported on organizational set-up of the
factory, production and market. The delegation observed production of insulators. MNA
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Minister U Aung Thaung visits Viscose Rayon and Sulphuric acid plants of Thai

Rayon Public Co Ltd in Angthong, Thailand. #»usTrY-1



Iraqgi cleric defies US troops,

taunts over abuse

Kura (Iraq), 8 May — Iraqi Shiite cleric Mogtada
al-Sadr defied US troops closing in on his militia forces,
vowing in a Friday sermon to drive out an American Army
he said was discredited by prisoner abuse in Iraq.

Sporadic fighting in the holy cities of Najaf and
Kerbala left perhaps 20 people dead by various accounts,
a day after US troops, spurred by rival Shiite leaders,
made their boldest move yet against Sadr’s month-old
insurgency.

But there was no sign of them rushing to make
good on a pledge to capture or kill him. American forces
kept a low profile to allow Sadr to preach at his usual
mosque at Kufa, on the outskirts of Najaf, 110 miles south
of Baghdad.

We won’t allow you to control us. You will be
forced out sooner or later,” he said in front of thousands
of supporters in the mosque, heavily guarded by men from
his Mehdi Army militia.

“You get your soldiers to beat prisoners with their
guns. What kind of justice is that? What kind of humanity?”
he declared, as a political storm built in Washington over
the murder and torture of Iraqis in US-run jails in Iraq.

He scoffed at an apology offered by President
George W Bush and demanded those responsible be tried
in Iragi courts: “Bush stands without shame before the
world talking about all this prisoner abuse. What peace
can be expected from him?” he said.

Guerillas fired mortars at the Najaf governor’s
mansion, seized by US forces on Thursday to install a
newly appointed governor. US troops killed about 12 Iraqis
when they responded to other firing on Friday, a US
military spokesman said.

In Kerbala, where US forces have established a
muscular presence this week, eight Iragis were killed on
Friday during running gun battles between guerillas and
troops, hospital staff said. Some of the dead appeared to
be civilians. — MNA/Reuters
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Kerry calls on Bush to take
full responsibility for
prisoners abuse

PHOENIX, 8 May — Democratic challenger John Kerry
called on President George W Bush on Friday to take full
responsibility for the scandal over US soldiers’ abuse of
Iraqi prisoners because “the chain of command goes all the
way to the Oval Office.”

“Harry Truman did not say ‘The buck stops at the
Pentagon,”” Kerry told the Democratic Leadership Council,
amoderate party group that helped propel Bill Clinton to the
White House. The presumptive Democratic presidential
nominee called for the resignation of Secretary of Defence
Donald Rumsfeld despite his apology on Friday to Congress
after photographs surfaced last week of US soldiers mocking
naked Iraqi prisoners.
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“America does not merely need a new secretary of
defence,” Kerry said. “We need a new president.”

Calling the images of Iraqi abuse “appalling”, Kerry
said the United States should have been the leader in
condemning them “not following others who showed them
tous.” “When I am president,” the decorated Vietnam War
veteran said, “I will demand accountability from those who
serve and I will take responsibility for their actions.” “It’s
not a new way or a third way, it’s the right way to lead
America and make America strong again.” MNA/Reuters

Bush apologizes for abuse
of Iraqi prisoners

WaSHINGTON, 8 May — | stomach.”
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US President George W
Bush apologized for the
humiliation suffered by Iraqi
prisoners in American jails
on Thursday, one day after
he condemned the abuse
without a formal apology.

AtaWhite House news
conference after talking with
visiting Jordan’s King
Abdullah, Bush said: “Itold
him I was sorry for the
humiliation suffered by the
Iraqi prisoners and the
humiliation suffered by their
families.”

“I told him I was as
equally sorry that people
seeing those pictures didn’t
understand the true nature
and heart of America,” Bush
said. “I assured him that
Americans like me didn’t
appreciate what we saw, that
it made us sick to our

Bush on Wednesday
gave interviews to two
Arabictelevisions, saying the
abuse of prisoners in Iraq
were “abhorrent” practices
that does not represent the
America he knows. But he
stopped short of a formal
apology.

“I told His Majesty as
plainly as I could that the
wrongdoers will be brought
to justice,” Bush said at the
news conference.

As a global furore over
abuse of Iraqi prisoners by
American soldiers appeared
to grow towards causing
irreversible damage, the
Bush Administration has
rushed to a damage-control
campaign to contain the
diplomatic and political
fallout.

MNA/Xinhua
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Putin calls for UN conference
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on Iraq

Moscow, 8 May — Russian President Viadimir
Putin has renewed his call for a UN conference on Iraq,
the Russian Presidential Press Service reported
Thursday.

In a message to Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah
bin Ahmad Badawi, Putin said: “The international
community should help Iraq develop democracy and retain
national unity and territorial integrity.”

“We think that a conference following the Afghan
model and under the UN aegis can help achieve this goal.
All political forces in Iraq, representatives of neighbouring
countries and members of the UN Security Council could
define a strategy for a lasting settlement in Iraq at this
conference,” the message said.

“Only broad participa-tion from the international
community and an active role from the UN and Iraq’s
neighbours can give positive dynamics to the settlement in
Iraq,” it noted.

The Russian President praised the UN’s intensified
role in Iraq’s political process, including the involvement
of Lakhdar Brahimi, the special representative of the UN
secretary-general, in the political negotiations in Iraq.

“However, the United Nations can only begin full-
scale work in Iraq after June 30 when the safety of UN
personnel can be ensured. That will require drawing a line
for the occupation period and proclaiming a new phase
under the UN aegis,” Putin said in the message.

MNA/Xinhua

Banglades

h condemns

abuse of Iraqi prisoners

Duaka, 8 May —
Bangladesh ~ Thursday
strongly condemned the
“sadistic” and “inhuman”
abuse of prisoners by some
members of the occupying
forces in Iraq, reported the
official Bangladesh New:
Agency

This asserted
emphatically by Bangladeshi
Foreign Minister M Morshed
Khan in a Foreign Ministry
release.

The release said
Bangladesh believed the
torture on Iraqis in prison
constitute a gross violation
of human dignity and human
rights andis in total disregard
to humanity, adding it is a
criminal act.

Bangladesh hoped a fair

was

and transparentinvestigation
would be undertaken without
delay and persons
responsible for this heinous
act be brought to justice.
Bangladeshi Govern-
ment also urged the
5 concerned authorities to take
all necessary measures
immediately to avoid
repetition of any such
criminal act by anyone
anywhere Iraq or
elsewhere, and that innocent
Iragi prisoners be released
without any delay, said the
release. —MNA/Xinhua
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Health experts propose new anti-malaria strategy

L onpon, 8 May— Public health experts proposed on Friday a new strategy to halve
malaria deaths by 2010 and said linking malaria with other disease control pro-
grammes in Africa could save lives and money.

Instead of various pro-
grammes focusing on a sin-
gleillness, David Molyneux,
of the Liverpool School of
Tropical Medicine in north-
ern England, and Vinand
Nantulya, of the Global Fund
for AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria, said combining pro-

The tools exist to combat
malaria, a mosquito-borne
parasitic disease that kills
one million people every
year, but they are not reach-
ing the poor people in re-
mote areas of Africa who
need them most.

“If these tools were

grammes would be more ef-
ficient.

“We have to think radi-
cally and to act differently,”
Nantulya told a news con-
ference.
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Global mobile phone market
up 29% in first quarter

Los ANGELES, 8 May — The growth of worldwide
market for mobile phones slowed slightly in the first

quarter of 2004 but still managed to post a 29 per cen

year-over-year increase, IDC said on Thursday.

Releasing its Worldwide
Mobile Phone QView, the
US high-tech market re-
search firm said worldwide
mobile phone shipments in
the first quarter of 2004 were
152.7 million units, up 29.3
per cent from the same quar-
ter of 2003.

But the figure represents
a5.9-per-cent sequential de-
crease from the fourth quar-
ter of 2003, due to expected
seasonal adjustments, the
research firm said.

Additionally, the nascent
market for converged mo-
bile devices, or
“smartphones”, posted a se-
quential decrease of 5.5 per
cent but a year-over-year in-
crease of 85.8 per cent, ac-
cording to IDC.

Among the top vendors,

Nokiaexperienced the sharp-
est sequential drop with a
decrease of 19.2 per cent re-
sulting largely from a lack of
mid-range handsets.

Motorola posted record
shipments in the first quarter
0f2004, bringing its formerly
slumping market share up
2.7 per cent to 16.6 per cent.

Samsung continued its
steady march to overtake
Motorolawithayear-on-year
shipment increase of 88 per
cent, increasing its market
share to 13.1 per cent.

IDC said it expects the
worldwide mobile phone
market to surpass 595 mil-
lion units shipped in 2004
and over 800 million units
shipped annually at towards
the end of the decade.

MNA/Xinhua

ARRIVAL/CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “BAGO” VOY NO BG 769/N

Consignees of cargo carried on MV “BAGO” Voy No

BG 769/N are hereby notified that the vessel arrives at

t Yangon port on 9-5-2004 and will be berthing on about
10-5-2004 and cargoes will be discharged into the premises
of Myanma Port Authority where it will lie at the consign-
ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 amto 11:30
am and 12 noon to 4 pm upto Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

CONTAINER FEEDER SERVICE
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE

Phone : 293147, 296507, 295754

China’s state-owned coal enterprises
witness huge profit

BeuiNG, 8 May— Thirty-
two major state-owned en-
terprises (SOEs) in China’s
coal industry witnessed the
rocketing of their profits by
120 per cent year on year in
the first quarter, according

208c0m20808 OL]@O(Q,U:JC\RQEF
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to figures from the State-
owned Assets Supervision
and Administration Com-
mission (SASAC).

These coal SOEs’ income
for their staple services
reached 44.55 billion yuan

(5.37 billion US dollars) in

the first quarter, up 50.1 per
cent year on year, with a
profit of 3.47 billion yuan,
increasing 1.86 billion yuan
from the same period last
year, SASAC figures
showed.

China’s rapid economic
growth has led to huge de-
mand for energy and raw
materials while the coal
price has been rising also
remarkably in China since
last year.

MNA/Xinhua

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Degussa AG, a Company
incorporated in Germany, of
Bennigsenplatz 1, D-40474
Dusseldorf, Germany, is the
Owner of the following Trade
Mark:-

Degussa <

Reg. No. 1452/1995
in respect of “Chemicals used
in industry. Paints, varnishes,
lacquers. Bleaching prepara-
tions and other substances for
laundry use; cleaning, polish-
ing, scouring and abrasive
preparations. Material for
stopping teeth, dental wax; dis-
infectants; preparations for de-
stroying vermin; fungicides,
herbicides. Common metals
and theiralloys. Machines and
machine tools for material in-
vestigation and road marking.
Scientific, nautical, surveying,
electric, photographic, optical,
weighing, measuring, signal-
ling, checking (supervison).
and teaching apparatus and in-
struments. Dental apparatus
and instruments. Precious
metals and their alloys and
goods in precious metals or
coated therewith. Agricultural,
horticultural and forestry pro-
ducts; foodstuffs for animals.
Advertising; business ma-
nagement; business adminis-
tration; office functions.
Insurance; financial affairs;
monetary affairs; real estate
affairs. Building construction;
repair; installation services.
Treatment of materials. Edu-
cation; providing of training;
entertainment; sporting and
cultural activities. Providing
of food and drink; temporary
accommodation; medical, hy-
gienic and beauty care; veteri-
nary and agricultural services;
scientific and industrial re-
search; chemical analyses;
services of a chemical labora-
tory; computer programming;
organisational and financial
assistance for the foundation
of new firms; services that can-
notbe placed in other classes.”

Fraudulent imitation or un-
authorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A,H.GP.,DB.L
for Degussa A.G
P.O. Box 60, Yangon.
Dated: 9 May, 2004.

linked to existing pro-
grammes they could make a
difference,” Nantulya
added.

The “Roll Back Malaria”
initiative, launched by the
World Health Organization
in 1998, set out to halve ma-
laria deaths by 2010.

But Molyneux said
progress has been very slow
or non-existent and that a
new approach is clearly re-
quired.

“Under-funded and poor
people are not getting access
to medicines and bed nets
which are available at mi-
nuscule costs in comparison
to whatis spent on other glo-
bal activities,” Molyneux
said.

He added that pro-
grammes such as those to
reduce anaemia, intestinal
worms, river blindness and
measles exist and are reach-
ing 75 per cent of people in
communities which need
them and bringing huge pub-
lic health benefits.

Broadening the pro-
grammes to include malaria
efforts could improve distri-
bution of bed nets and drugs
to difficult-to-reach areas,
according to the strategy de-
scribed in the British Medi-
cal Journal.

MNA/Reuters

AMD introduces
new chips
for thin, light

notebooks

Los ANGELES, 8 May—
US chip maker AMD intro-
duced on Thursday two new
low-power mobile proces-
sors designed for thin and
light notebooks.

The new Athlon 64 proc-
essor models 2800+ and
2700+, able to work with
both 32-bit and 64-bit appli-
cations, come with an en-
hanced virus protection se-
curity feature, to be enabled
by the upcoming Microsoft
Windows XP Service Pack
2, AMD said.

“AMD was the first to
combine high-performance
32-bit computing with a 64-
bit turbocharger in your
backpack and on your desk.
Now, thinner and lighter
notebooks can be fuelled
with this same cutting-edge
performance,” said Marty
Seyer of AMD.

The chip maker said PC
vendor Acer Inc. is among
the first suppliers to support
the use of its low-power
mobile Athlon 64 processors
in a new Ferrari brand thin
and light notebook for con-
sumers and business custom-
ers worldwide.

MNA/Xinhua
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French agency says air pollution
kills thousands a year

Paris, 8 May— Air pollution, much of it caused by cars, kills 5,000-6,000 people
year in France, a state agency said on Thursday.

“Tobacco still kills more
people than pollution, but that
is no reason to abandon the
efforts todecrease pollution,”
Michele Froment-Vedrine,
director of the Agency for
Environmental Health Safety
(AFSSE), told Reuters.

An AFSSE report that
estimated the death toll also
proposed corrective action,
such as a tax on cars based on
the degree to which they pol-
lute.

“Health gains expected
from the pursuitand strength-
ening of policies to reduce air
pollution are substantial —
several thousand potentially
preventable deaths,” it said.

The report proposed a tax
on cars linked to both energy
consumption and pollution
levels,and alsorecommended
better regulation of emission
limits for cars, buses and

trucks.
“But it is not just on the
government,” Froment-

Vedrine said. “Nobody liv-
ing in a city centre needs a
four-wheel drive vehicle to
go shopping. People should
question their habits and take
public transport more often.”

Air pollution was cited
as one major factors behind
the deaths of thousands of
French people in a heatwave
last summer, as searing tem-
peratures and a lack of wind
left a cloud of smog hanging
over Paris and ozone levels
rose.

‘While ozone in the upper
atmosphere is vital for filter-
ing out harmful ultraviolet

light, ground-level ozone —

caused by sunlight reacting
with certain forms of pollu-
tion, especially car exhaust
emissions—can cause respi-
ratory problems.

The report comes as
French farmers criticized the
government for not doing
enough to promote environ-
mentally friendly alternatives
to petrol and standard diesel,
such as fuels derived from
crops likerapeseed, sugarbeet
or grain.

In a bid to cut carbon
dioxide emissions, European
Union countries have signed
up to a target of 2005 to
ensure that fuels contain a
larger amount of more envi-
ronmentally friendly biofuel
ingredients.—MNA/Reuters|

a

stalkers.

Stalkers are more likely to harass ordi-
nary people than generally thought, accord-
ing to a study published in Britain on Thurs-
day, which said one in eight British adults
are victims of ““persistent or unwanted atten-
tion”.

“The public perception is of stalking as
a crime that effects only celebrities,” said
the report by researchers at the University of
Liverpool.

“However, recent large-scale studies in
the USA and Australia suggest the preva-
lence in the general population may be far
higher than expected.”

Stalkers are most likely to target profes-
sional women in their 40s with jobs that put
them in positions of responsibility or bring
them into close contact with clients, the
researchers found, after examining data from
Britain, the United States and Australia.

People such as surgeons, social work-

Vietnam strives
to improve
people’s height

Hanol, 8 May— Viet-
nam plans to pour 614.5 bil-
lion Vietnamese dong (39.3
million US dollars) into im-
proving physical health of
its citizens and increase the
height of youths by 3-4 cen-
timetres by 2010.

The ambitious plan, to
be implemented next year,
will focus on applying more
scientific findings on nutri-
tion and physical training in
educational establishments
and families, according to
the country’s Sports Physi-
cal Culture Scientific Insti-
tute on Thursday.

Pupils at the age of 6-18
are to benefit most from the
plan, under which 90 per cent
of the investment will be
spenton the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Training and
schools.

The average height of
local people increased to
164.14 centimetres for men
in 2001 from 158 centime-
tres in 1975, the centre said.
The respective figures for
women were 153.88 centi-
metres and 149 centimetres.

The percentages of local
people aged 18-22 meeting
the height standards, 165
centimetres for male or 155
centimetres for female, are
39.1 and 31.9 per cent re-
spectively, shows a recent
statistics by the Ministry of
Health.

On average, an urban
youth is 158.5 centimetres
high, while the rural coun-
terpart’s height stands at
157.4 centimetres.

MNA/Xinhua
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A young saltwater crocodile, enticed
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by meat, jumps

completely out of the water. Thirty animal welfare grou|
have called on Australia’s government to reject plans
allow trophy hunting of the saltwater crocod#eINTERNET

ers, lawyers and therapists may become a
target for harassment, said co-author Pro-
fessor David Canter.

“If you are in a professional position and
somebody does seem to be taking a particu-
lar interest in you, you do have to be alert to
the possibility that this could be difficult to
handle,” Canter told Reuters.

Study shows stalking more
prevalent than thought

Lonoon, 8 May— Hollywood stars are not the only people to be hounded by

Canter has had first-hand experience of
harassment, having taken a former secretary
to court to stop her from phoning him 100
times a day to demand that he renew her
short-term contract.

Up to 45 per cent of stalking episodes
included violence and in many cases the
stalking behaviour did not stop until the
victim made drastic changes to his or her life,
the study showed.

The authors warned that confrontation
generally leads to increased stalking activity
and advised victims not to respond or react to
their stalker in any way, but to inform the
police and document the stalker’s behaviour.

The problem can affect companies as
well as individuals, Canter said. Drawing the
line between harassment and legitimate
claims can also be difficult for firms, which
can be targeted over issues such as compen-
sation or intellectual property.

“Companies can get themselves into
some of the most terrible knots over these
people who target them because they try to
deal with them in a rational way, the way you
would with any other request,” he said.

The study was sponsored by Chubb
Insurance, which said it offers a policy to
cover stalking.—MNA/Reuters

Simo Fotso Victor, re-
ceiver of a seven-year jail
term, and Tala Pierre Marie,
receiverofasix-yearjail term,
appropriated 30,000 US dol-
lars of a local businessman
named Nguyen Hoang Long
in July 2003, local media re-
ported Thursday.

After making the ac-
quaintance of Long, the two
foreigners told him that they

psould use negative films is-
toued by the World Bank,
chemicals and real US dol-

lar banknote to print more
greenbacks. The local man
agreed to give them 30,000
dollars to do the printing.
During the printing in
Long’s house, Tala put the
money in his underpants and
tried to flee away. Being sus-
picious, the local man called
policetoarrest the swindlers.
According to the local
police, Long violated laws
by printing dollars unlaw-
fully. However, the man was
imposed a fine only, because

Vietnam sentences two
foreigners for money frauds

Hanol, 8 May—Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh People’s Court, on Wednesday, handed
down imprisonment sentences of six years and seven years to two Cameroon men on
charge of swindling to grab citizens’ property.

he was a victim, and did not
cause consequences.
MNA/Xinhua

Pilot error blamed
for plane crash that
killed Macedonian

President

TirANA, 8 May —Pilot
error caused the plane crash
thatkilled Macedonian Presi-
dent Boris Trajkovski and
eight others, said the final
report by a special commis-

UN agency criticized for pushing GM

food aid i

n Africa

JoHANNESBURG, 8 May—A United Nations food-aid agency has been criticized by Africa’s non-government
organizations (NGOs) for pushing genetically modified (GM) food aid in African countries

More than 60 NGOs
from 15 African countries
have sent an open letter to
the UN World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) and the US
Agency for International
Development (USAID), ac-
cusing them of denying Af-
ricans the right to reject GM
food aid.

This is the first time that
so many African organiza-
tions have spoken out against
international donor policies
on genetically modified food
forhungerrelief, local news-
paper Business Dayeported
Wednesday.

The WFP and the

USAID, the largest supplier
of food donations to the
WEFP, have placed inappro-
priate pressure on the Sudan
and Angola to lift their re-
strictions on genetically
modified food aid, the report
quoted the organizations as
saying.

“Since the US does not
have segregation facilities,
some of the surplus harvest
it supplies to the WFP such
as maize and soya include
genetically modified con-
tent,” it said.

The Sudan has asked the
food aid to be certified “ge-
netically modified free”,

while Angola has said it will
accept genetically modified
food aid only if it has been
milled. However, the
USAID has cut off food aid
to the Sudan despite the
Sudanese Government’s
decision to temporarily
waive its food restrictions
until July, it said.

The WFP had known
since last May that the Su-
dan did not want food with
genetically modified com-
ponents. The WFP had told
Angola that the country
would face a significant de-
crease in the provision of
food aid if it continued to

insist the grain was first
milled, according to Mariam
Mayet, director of the Afri-
can Centre for Biosafety,
one of the 60-some NGOs.

WEFP spokesman Rich-
ard Lee argued that milling
grain created additional
costs, and added delays in
getting food relief to hun-
gry populations.

Meanwhile, both the
World Health Organization
and the United Nations Food
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion considered genetically
modified food safe to eat,
Lee said.

MNA/Xinhua

sion investigating the crash
on Wednesday. The pilot
and his co-pilot lowered the
plane’s altitude much too
early while approaching the
Mostar Airport and crash the
alplane into the mountainous
terrain in southern Bosnia
and Herzegovina, said the

report.
The report noted that the
aircraft was properly

equipped and in solid tech-
nical condition before the
flight, and crew, with valid
flying licences, were in good
physical shape. Navigation
and communication equip-
ment was functioning prop-
erly at the Mostar Airport
when the crash occurred.
Trajkovski, 47, and six of his
closest advisers died in-
stantly when their plane
crashed on 26 February on
their way to attend the Inter-
national Investment Confer-
enceinMostar. MNA/Xinhua
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Henman tumbles out of
Rome Masters

Porto success causes problems for Scolari

LiseoN, 8 May— Portugal coach Luiz Felipe Scolari will be without seven players
for the start of his side's Euro 2004 training camp because of Porto's Champions

N0 TW

RoMmE, 8 May— Tim Henman's run of the clay courts at the Rome
Masters ended on Thursday, when he lost 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 in the third
round to slow court specialist Mariano Zabaleta.

While the Briton had enjoyed a relatively easy passage through to
the last 16, with straight-sets wins over 20-year-old qualifier Florian
Mayer and world number 56 Radek Stepanek, Zabaleta had overcome
a much tougher draw, defeating 16th seed Juan Ignacio Chela and
defending champion Felix Mantilla.

Henman started well, rallying and timing his approaches to the net
perfectly to break the Argentine to love, a break that proved decisive
in winning the set, which Henman closed out with an ace.

The Briton's collapse in the second set however, was just as
spectacular. With a fluffed volley, long backhand and a smash into the
base of the net, the fourth seed tamely conceded serve and won just
three of the first 15 points of the second set to go 3-0 down.

Zabaleta took charge of the decider as Henman's confidence
crumbled. A wide forehand gave Zabaleta a break in the opening

Marseille's Didier Drogba, left, wheels away after scoring his second goal durin
Marseille's UEFA Cup semifinal, second-leg win against Newcastle United, at |
Velodrome Stadium in Marseille, on 6 May, 2004.Marseille woR-26QERNET

League success and other club commitments.

Scolari has put back the announcement
of his squad for the finals by two days to
May 18, with the players due to assemble on
May 20 in Obidos, 80 kilometres north of
Lisbon.

Porto's place in the Champions League
final will mean five Scolari regulars will not
be able to join the squad until at least a week
after the start of the camp.

Centre back Ricardo Carvalho, full backs
Paulo Ferreira and Nuno Valente and
midfielders Deco Souza, Francisco Costinha
and Maniche Ribeiro should all be in the
Porto side to take on Monaco on May 26 in
Gelsenkirchen, Germany.

Real Madrid midfielder Luis Figo will
also be absent for a few days, with the final
game of the Spanish league season not until
May 23.

Leading striker Pauleta Resendes will be
aneven later arrival as his Paris St. Germain

side take on Chateauroux in the final of the
French Cup on May 29.

Scolari also faces uncertainty over the
availability of defender Rui Jorge, who has
been provisionally suspended after an anti-
allergy medicine he had taken caused him to
fail a drugs test.

The positive test was down to the failure
of his club, Sporting to inform the national
anti-doping council that the medicine had
been prescribed.

The medicine is allowed if declared but
Jorge still faces a six-month suspension.

Portugal have two friendly matches to
come before the start of Euro 2004, against
Luxembourg on May 29 and against Lithua-
nia on June 5.

The Euro 2004 hosts are in Group A
alongside Greece, Russia and Spain. The
tournament starts on June 12 and runs until
July 4. — MNA/Reuters

Triplett leads after late birdie hat-trick

CHARLOTTE (North
Carolina), 8 May— Kirk
Triplett closed with three
consecutive birdies to
shoot a course record
eight-under-par 64 and
take a two-shot lead after
the first round of the
Wachovia Championship

on Thursday.

After three weeks off,
world number one Tiger
Woods fired a 69 while
Fiji's Vijay Singh, who has
won the least two weeks,

carded a 68.
Sweden's Fredrik
Jacobson, Australia's

Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS

1 Provoke, nettle

4 Soup ingredient (2,4)
9 Periodical allowance
10 Notches

11 Classic for 3 year old fillies
12 Boat race-meeting
13 Transgression

14 Metallic element

16 Common rodents

18 Purchase

B

Stuart Appleby, South Af-
rica's Rory Sabbatini and
Brett Quigley tied for sec-
ond place on 66 at Quail
Hollow Golf Club.
Canadian Mike Weir,
Notah Begay III, Heath
Slocum, Cameron
Beckman, Jay Delsing and
Britain's Luke Donald fin-
ished three shots back of
Triplett in a tie for sixth.
US Masters champion
Phil Mickelson recorded a
70 but defending champion
David Toms ballooned to
a three-over 75.
MNA/Reuters

Clijsters out of Berlin, doubtful for French

BerLIN , 8 May— World number two Kim Clijsters has pulled out of the German
Open because of a recurrent wrist injury that makes her a doubtful starter for the

French Open.

The Belgian, who with-
drew on Thursday before her
scheduled third round match
against Croatia's Karolina
Sprem, said she would not
play in Rome next week and
would need further tests be-
foreknowing whether to en-

ger the French Open starting
hen May 24.

The other top players in
action on Thursday, Amelie
Mauresmo of France and
former world number one
Venus Williams, easily ad-
vanced to the quarterfinals
on a rainy day in the Ger-
man capital.

The  20-year-old
Clijsters, playing her first
tournament in seven weeks,
had struggled to move past
Spanish qualifier Marta
Marrero in her first match at
the Berlin tournament on
Wednesday.

"My wrist did not
respond well to that
match," the top seed said on
Thursday. "I'm pulling out
and will not go to Rome

next week.

"I will undergo further
tests tomorrow (Friday). For
the French Open, I would
say it's 50-50 but I don't
know. We have to wait."

Clijsters' compatriot
Justine Henin-Hardenne, the
world number one, is also a
doubtful starter for the
French Open because of a
viral infection. Henin-
Hardenne beat Clijsters in
the Paris final last year.

Clijsters, who resumed
playing in a Fed Cup tie late
last month but had not
played a WTA event for
seven weeks, was wearing a
brace around her left wrist
on Wednesday.

She had said on Tuesday
that she would enter the Paris
Grand Slam but was not ex-
pecting too much because
of her injury.

The Belgian is a
righthander but the injury to
her left wrist prevents her
using two-handed backhand
properly.

Number two seed
Mauresmo, who has fond
memories of Berlin, having
reached the final there as a
qualifierin 1998 before win-
ning the title in 2001,
reached the last eight by
crushing Czech Denisa
Chladlova 6-1, 6-2 in a
match delayed by rain.

The powerful
Frenchwoman goes on to
meet Svetlana Kuznetsova,
who beat Elena Dementieva
6-2 ,6-7, 6-4 in a close all-
Russian tie.

Venus Williams, seeded
third, was just as impressive
as Mauresmo when she

swept aside Anna
Smashnova-Pistolesi of Is-
rael 6-3 ,6-1.

The American, chasing a
third title in succession af-
ter victories in Charleston
and Warsaw, now faces Ar-
gentine baseliner Paola
Suarez, who knocked out
fifth seed Nadia Petrova of
Russia 6-1,7-6.

MNA/Reuters

DOWN

1 Shepherd

2 Fast

3 Uniform

5 Cross-fertilisation
6 Strict hermit

7 Indian sailor

8 Embellish

13 Artist in carving
15 Narrow neck of land
17 Young salmon

Lazio's Stam to join
AC Milan

MiLan, 8 May— Lazio's Dutch international defender
Jaap Stam has agreed to join Italian champions AC Milan,

the player's agent said.

"At the end of the season Jaap will leave Lazio and he
will play for Milan next year," Henk van Ginkel told the

web site.

"We reached an agreement with Milan for a two-year
contract only after Milan had agreed a deal with Lazio."

Neither club were immediately avaliable for comment.
The move has been widely expected for some months.

Lazio have financial difficulties and said they would be
prepared to sell Stam rather than risk him leaving at the end
of his contract in 2005 for no transfer fee.

Milan vice-president Adriano Galliani has promised
two big name signings for the freshly crowned champions
with Stam now set to be the first of those arrivals.

Stam made his name in the Netherlands with PSV
Eindhoven before moving to Manchester United in 1998
where he helped the club win the European Cup a year

20 Snake 18 Lively later.

21 Stimulus 19 Gardener's tool A strong central defender, who has also operated at Villarreal's Jose Mari, left, fights for the ball against

24 Boundary 22 Guide right-back for Lazio, Stam moved to the Rome club in | Valencia's Mauricio Pellegrino, from Argentina, during
25 Bird 23 City on River Avon August 2001 following a reported dispute with United | their UEFA Cup semifinal, second-leg soccer match at
26 Make certain manager Alex Ferguson. the Mestalla stadium in Valencia, Spain,on 6 May, 2004.

27 Inn MNA/Reuters Valencia won, 1-0— INTERNET
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Monastery (Inwa) (19:30 - 23:30) 22:25 Song “Invitations from | 00:55 Dance of the Royal
9:45 National News 19:30 Signature Tune Manaw Land” Page
9:50  Prospering and Devel- Greeting 22:30 National News 01:00 National News
oping Mon State 19:32  Song of Myanmar 22:35 Lobsters Trading 01:05 The interesting places
9:58  Song of Myanmar Beauty & Scenic 22:40 The Folk Art of Mak- of Kachin State
Beauty & Scenic Sights “Mingalabar” ing ornaments with | 01:10 Songs on Screen
Sights “Come and See | 19:36 Inle, Land of the fabu- leaves “Love that didn’t bring
Myanmar” lous Leg-rowers 22:45 National News us together”
19:40 Headline News 22:50 Marquetry 01:12 Myanmar Coffee
9-5-2004 (Sunday) 19:42 Mogok (or) The Ruby | 22:55 Dance of the Royal | 01:15 National News
Evening Transmission Land of Myanmar Page 01:20 Mandalay, The Golden
(15:30 - 17:30) 19:45 National News 23:00 National News City
19:50 The Dough Called | 23:05 The interesting places | 01:25 Song of Myanmar
15:30 Signature Tune Mont Kalar Mei of Kachin State Beauty & Scenic
Greeting 19:55 Dancing Duo 23:10 Songs on Screen “Love Sights “Come and See
15:32  Song of Myanmar 20:00 National News that didn’t bring us Myanmar”
Beauty & Scenic 20:05 The Wonderful together”
Sights “Mingalabar” Peikchin Ravine 23:12 Myanmar Coffee 10-5-2004 Monday)
15:36  The Reh Lake (The | 20:10 Song “Lover’s Life” 23:15 National News Morning Transmission
Greatest attraction in | 20:12 The Great Bell of King | 23:20 Mandalay, The Golden (03:30 - 07:30)
Chin _State) Sintgu City
15:40 Headline News 20:15 National News 23:25 Song of Mynmar | 03:30 Signature Tune
15:42 Reminiscence in the | 20:20 The incredible eddifice Beauty & Scenic Greeting
Glow of Sunset (The Ananda Temple) Sights “Come and See | 03:32 Song of Myanmar
15:45 National News 20:25 Song “Horse Cart” Myanmar” Beauty & Scenic
15:50 Myanmar Movie Im- | 20:30 National News Sights “Mingalabar”
pact 20:35 Myanma Broom 9-5-2004 Gunday) & 03:36 Inle, Land of the fabu-
16:00 National News 20:40 Macadamia (Perennial 10-5-2004 Monday) lous Leg-rowers
16:05 The  Project of Cash Crop) Evening Transmission& 03:40 Headline News
greening around | 20:45 National News Morning Transmission 03:42 Mogok (or) The Ruby
Kandawgyi Garden 20:50 Myanmar Movies Im- (23:30 - 1:30) Land of Myanmar
11:10 am 4:45 pm
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View today:

7:00 am

1. Recitation of Parittas by
Missionary Sayadaw
U Ottamathara

7:15 am

2. oB8gmeq egmgnnl§em =g
u(mug?ml mﬂzﬂwfzm
(caonsospeon’)eunioiniacdy
Bbean pglosasgol§ems

7:25 am

3. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

4. Morning news

7:40 am

5. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am

6. wdeoy:edgn (3e)gowhon

8:10 am

7. =B

8:20 am

8. Sfé:aliodom: (3g:0dé:)

8:30 am

9. International news

8:45 am

10. Say it in English

11:00 am

1. Martial song

2. Musical programme

11:25 am

3. Round-up of the week’s
international news

11:40 am

4. §&cgrrenoicodioy
“g03§8:0ugn” (:8é:-go)

12:15 pm

5. goleqeopaiond

12:30 pm

6. Myanmar video feature:
-m@lnspf:mgp"
ud:eedmpdn §eoudr s98Beané
31§oSom-emnd(géges

1:45 pm

7. oBo3a803(88:q)8:803q)8:a[g0ep
aggS:apSanangpdSon

2:00 pm

8. Musical programme

2:15 pm

9. “mgqpudmé:co cmigéicn”
cuén w§§ogd:
31§oom-o0080né

2:30 pm

10.  egecnt:orom:

2:45 pm

11. International news

4:00pm

1. Martial song

4:15pm

2. Songs to uphold
National Spirit

4:30 pm

3. English For Everyday Use

4. omungem: (30)grehoneon:

4:55 pm

5. meornéonggaded vpxesy
g&@éa’:@:: méa;:m
—ono8ugd (cogrewamay:(g)
(aoggeoa)

5:10 pm

6. Dance of national races

5:25 pm

7. Musical programme

5:40 pm

8. odonéolicod: aqeaypéand

5:50 pm

9. Sing and enjoy

6:30 pm

10. Evening news

7:00 pm

11. Weather report

7:05 pm

12. §E¢[grrendiodioy
-,f::gé" (m§5:—ao)

7:30 pm

13. Agricultural Source
Country’s Development

7:40pm

14. Musical programme

8:00pm

15.

16.

17.

18.

News

International news
Weather report

Calcio Series A eomcy:g
03ogégmdoed

19. The next day’s

programme

Sunday, May 9

Tune in today:
8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music: Tell me tell
me baby (Nigne)
Perspectives
Music:I gottatoknow
(Solid: Base)
National news/
Slogan
Music: See you
(Atomic Kitten)
International news
Music Baby its you
(Aaron Carter)
News/Slogan
Story for children
Master Thumb
Songs for children
‘Weekly newsreview
Music
Article
Let’s improve
English through
songs/Latest hits
- Amazing
(George Michael)
- Not in love

8.40 am
8.45 am

8.55 am
9.05 am

9.10 am
9.15 am

1.30 pm
1.40 pm

1.50 pm
9.00 pm
9.10 pm
9.15 pm
9.25pm

( Enrique Iglesias)
9.45 pm News/Slogan
10.00 pm PEL
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WEATHER

Saturday, 8 May, 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:

During the past 24 hours,

rain or thundershowers have been

widespread in Yangon Division, scattered in Shan, Kayah, Kayin
and Mon States and Taninthayi Division and isolated in Manda-
lay and Bago Divisions and weather has been cloudy in the
remaining areas. Day temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C) above
normal in Chin State, Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions (3°C)
to (4°C) below normal in Kayin State, Yangon Division and
about normal in the remaining areas. Significant day tempera-
tures were (41°C) each in Monywa and Nyaung Oo.
Maximum temperature on 7-5-2004 was 32.0°C (90°F). Mini-
mum temperature on 8-5-2004 was 22.0°C (72°F). Relative hu-

midity at 9:30 hrs MST on 8-5-

2004 was 79%. Total sunshine

hours nil on 7-5-2004. Rainfall on 8-5-2004 was 11mm (0.43
inch) at Yangon Airport, 9mm (0.35 inch) at Kaba-Aye and
9mm (0.35 inch) at central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004
was 49 mm (1.93 inches) at Yangon Airport and 49 mm (1.92

inches) at Kaba-Aye and 55 mm

(2.16 inches) at central Yangon.

Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 35 mph from

South at (04:00) hours MST on

8-5-2004.

Bay inference: Weather is cloudy in South Bay, Andaman
Sea and partly cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening 0f9-5-2004:Rain or thunder-
showers will be scattered in Mon and Kayin States, Taninthayi
Division, isolated in Kayah State, Ayeyawady, Yangon and Bago
Divisions and partly cloudy in the remaining areas. Degree of

certainty is (80%).

State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in Myanmar
waters. Outlook for subsequent two daysContinuation of rain
or thundershowers in lower Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area fo®-5-2004:

Isolated rain or thundershowers.
Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area

9-5-2004: Partly cloudy.

Degree of certainty is (80%).
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*NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Sunday, 9 May, 2004

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community
peace and tranquillity, prevalence of
law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and alI-rounJi *
development of other sectors of the economy as well

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from

sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept *

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguardingof
cultural heritage and national charac-
ter

*  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fithess and educatiol

standards of theentire nation T[

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt hoists Htidaws, Seinbudaws,
Hngetmyatnadaws atop six pagodas in Bilin

YANGON, 8 May — Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt,
accompanied by ministers, deputy ministers, officials of
the State Peace and Development Council Office, depart-
mental heads and officials left here by Tatmadaw helicop-
ter this morning and arrived at Zokthok Model Village in
Bilin Township, Thaton District, Mon State, at 8.30 am.

The Prime Minister and party were welcomed there
by Member of the State Peace and Development Council
Lt-Gen Maung Bo, Chairman of Mon State Peace and
Development Council Commander of South-East Com-
mand Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung, senior military offic-
ers, local authorities and local people.

First, the Prime Minister and party paid homage to the
Buddha image at the prayer hall of Kyaikhtihsaung
Hsandawshin Pagoda.

Next, the Prime Minister and party donated provisions
to Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw Abhidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhammajotika Bhaddanta Panfadipa. They paid obei-
sance to Kyaikhtihsaung Hsandawshin Pagoda.

The ceremony to share merits gained for hoisting
Htidaws atop Shwebontha Pagoda, Kyetmintaung Pagoda
and Bamei Hsandawshin Pagoda was held in conjunction
with the ceremony to pay homage to the Kyaikhtihsaung
Sayadaw at the Tazaung of the pagoda this morning, at-
tended by Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt.

Also present were Vice-Chairman of the State Sangha
Maha Nayaka Committee Agga Maha Pandita Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Thayet Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kesara and member Sayadaws, the Kyaikhtihsaung
Sayadaw and members of the Sangha, Lt-Gen Maung Bo,
the commander, the ministers, the deputy ministers, offi-
cials, wellwishers and disciples.

First, the Vice-Chairman Sayadaw gave Ovada Katha.

Next, the Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw administered the
Nine Precepts. The Prime Minister offered
Hngetmyatnadaw and Seinbudaw for Shwebontha Pa-
goda and provisions to the Vice-Chairman Sayadaw and
Seinbudaw and Hngetmyatnadaw for Shwedagon Replica
Pagoda and provisions to the Kyaikhtihsaung Pagoda.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo, the commander, Minister for In-
dustry-2 Maj-Gen Saw Lwin and Minister for Commerce
Brig-Gen Pyi Sone donated Seinbudaws and
Hngetmyatnadaws for Bamei Hsandawshin Pagoda,
Kyaikhtihsaung Hsandawshin Replica Pagoda, Kyaikhtiyoe
Hsandawshin Replica Pagoda and Kyetmintaung Pagoda
and provisions to members of the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee.

(See page 9)

YANGON, 8 May — A ceremony to open the new school
buildings of Tattaw U Pho Yahan Basic Education Pri-
mary School and Mya Kyaingtaung BEPS in Zokthok
model village, Bilin township, Mon State, was held at the
school at 10 am today. It was attended by Myanmar
Education Committee Chairman Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt and party, members of district and township
Peace and Development Councils and members of the
committee for construction of the school buildings, those
of social organizations, the director-general of No 1 Ba-
sic Education Department and officials, members of the
school board of trustees, the school heads, teachers and
students, townselders and local people.

First, Mon State PDC Chairman Commander Maj-
Gen Thura Myint Aung, Deputy Minister for Education
U Myo Nyunt and the chairman of the village PDC for-
mally opened the new school building of Tattaw U Pho
Yahan BEPS by cutting a ribbon. Next, Chairman of the
committee for school building construction U Myint Yi

Prime Minister General

(recipient of medal for outstanding performance in social

Khin Nyunt inspects construction

Prime Minister attends opening of new school buildings in
Zokthok model village in Bilin township, Mon State

field, grade 1I) handed over the documents related to the
school building to No 1 BED Director-General U Tin
Nyo. The signboard bearing the education motto was
unveiled. Meanwhile students sang Myanma Kyaung song.

The Prime Minister formally unveiled the stone in-
scription and sprinkled scented water on it. The ceremony
came to a close after the Prime Minister and party had
viewed round the new school building.

After that, the Prime Minister and party went to the
construction site of Gwaydanshe sluice gate in Bilin town-
ship being implemented under the leadership of the
Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw.

Irrigation Department Deputy Director General U Khin
Zaw and officials reported on matters related to the con-
struction of the sluice gate that will benefit 1200 acres of
farmlands. Next, the Prime Minister gave necessary in-
structions and fulfilled the needs.

In meeting with Bilin Township PDC members, de-
partmental officials and members of social associations at

(See page 9)

of Gwaydanshe sluice gate in Bilin Townsip.



