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Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace

and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

Building of a new modern developed

Constitution

nation in accord with the new State

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-roung
development of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments fromj

sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of

0

the entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguardingof
cultural heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of theentire nation

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye receives
PRC Miilitary Attachés

YANGoN, 23 April —
Vice-Chairman of the
State
Development Council
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Serv-
ices Commander-in-
Chief (Army) Vice-Sen-

Peace and

ior General Maung Aye
received Military
Attaché Senior Colonel
Xu Shulai of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China
who has completed his
tour of duty and his
successor Senior Colo-

nel Ma Shoudong at
Zeyathiri Beikman on
Konmyinttha at 9 am to-
day.

Also present at the
call were Military Ad-
viser to the Chairman of
the State Peace and De-

velopment Council Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy)
Rear-Admiral Soe Thein
and Commander-in-
Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat
Hein.

MNA
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye greets Military Attaché of the People’s Republic of China Senior Colonel Xu Shulai and his successor

Senior Colonel MaShoudong.—°
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Course on prevention
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persons concludes
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye receives Chinese Military Attachés Senior Colonel Xu Shulai and Senior Colonel Ma Shoudong at ZeyathirvBaikman.—

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngah.
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PERSPECTIVES )

Saturday, 24 April, 2004
For strong national unity

The national brethren have been living in|
the land on which the Union of Myanmar
would emerge for years countable by the thoul
sand.

It is a fine tradition bestowed by the his-|
tory that the national races have been living in]
unity in the Union in successive eras.

After the colonialist invasion, they drove &
wedge among the national races practising df
vide-and-rule policy. As a result, there emerge
suspicions among the national races.

That was why the national race leaders with
farsightedness assembled on Panglong soil ai
restored the fine tradition of national unity.
As a result, the Union made up of states an
divisions was conceived and born along wit
the independence.

In the time of the Tatmadaw government,
projects for development of border areas andg
national races have been laid down and ar|
being implemented while making efforts for|
bringing about harmonious and equitable de-
velopment across the nation and restoring th
national unity.

Therefore, there has now been better transt
port in border areas, thereby contributing to

=

™

tors and further strengthening friendship
among the national races.
Chairman of the Work Committee for
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development of education, health and social sef-

b A =
MWAF President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe delivers an address at the closing ceremony of the coucse. —

Course on prevention of trafficking in persons concludes

YANGON, 23 April — A course on prevention of
trafficking in persons, jointly organized by the Myanmar
Women’s Affairs Federation and the UNIAP, concluded
at the International Business Centre on Pyay Road here
this afternoon.

The closing ceremony was attended by MWAF
President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe, Vice-Presidents Prof
Dr Daw May May Yi, Daw Khin Lay Thet, Daw Khin

Than Nwe and Daw Khin Khin Win, advisors and leaders
of the work group for prevention of trafficking in persons
and the working group for rehabilitation, and others.

Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe delivered an address on
the occasion and presented course completion certificates
to trainees. Next, trainee Daw Khin May Soe spoke words
of thanks. A total of 29 trainees from the two work groups
attended the course, which lasted three days. —MNA

Development of Border Areas and National
Races Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
hosted a dinner in honour of cultural troupe
members of respective national races from bor
der areas who took part in Yangon Maha
Thingyan Festival 2004, at Mya Yeik Nyo Hotel
on 18 April.

On the occasion, the Prime Minister saig
that he was very pleased to see that all the
national races stayed in Yangon happily likg
family members during the Thingyan festival
in accord with noble traditions existed in the|
history and that he believed that they would
meet the next time and they are always to saf¢-
guard the concept of “Whoever tries to divide
us, we will ever remain united.”

The government made arrangements fo
national people to understand culture and cusl
toms of a region and to strengthen goodwi
during the Myanma Traditional Maha
Thingyan Festival.

We would like to urge all the national
brethren to convey the already-achieved friend
ship and noble traditions to the respective re;
gions and to take part in the efforts to
strengthen national solidarity spirit among the
national races and the concept — “Whoeve|
Ltries to divide us, we will ever remain united"j

Ambassador donates cash for tube-wells in arid regions

YANGON, 23 April —
Minister for Progress of
Border Areas and National
races and Development Af-
fairs Col Thein Nyunt re-
ceived Indian Ambassador
to Myanmar Mr R K Bhatia
and party at the hall of the
ministry at 3 pm today.
Present on the occasion
were Deputy Minister for
PBANRDA Brig-Gen Than
Tun, Development Affairs
Department Director-Gen-
eral Col Myo Myint and
embassy staff. The minister

The Indian Ambassador hands over cash donation of US$ 22,500 to Minister for
PBANRDA Col Thein Nyunt. -»Na

explained matters on efforts
for supplying sufficient
drinking water in rural re-
gions, contribution of well-

Work Group for Prevention of Violence Against Women
meets Transport Ministry staff

wishers in sinking tube-
wells and border areas de-
velopment works.

Ambassador of India
to Myanmar Mr R K Bhatia
donated US$ 22,500 for use
in rural water supply
projects in Mandalay,
Sagaing and Magway Divi-
sions. — MNA
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The best time to plant a tree
was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now.

YANGON, 23 April —
Work Group for Prevention
of Violence Against
Women of Myanmar Wom-
en’s Affairs Federation met
with service personnel of
the Ministry of Transport at
Institute of Maritime this
morning.

Present were Vice-
President of MWAF Prof

Dr Daw May May Yi, ad-
visers and members of the
group, and officials and
service personnel of the
ministry totalling 250.
Prof Dr Daw May
May Yi gave a speech.
Adviser of the group Prof
Dr Daw San Mya and leader
of the group Director of At-
torney-General’s Office

Daw Kyin San gave talks
on the functions of the
group and laws and rights
protecting women.

Adviser of the group
Daw San San Myint pre-
sented K 200,000 for the
group to Adviser Daw Ma-
lar Tint. Prof Dr Daw May
May Yi gave the conclud-
ing address. —MNA

MWAF Vice President Prof Dr Daw May May Yi dellvers an address at the talkfansporT



Swedish PM doubts June
handover of power in Iraq

SrockHoLM , 23 April — Swedish Prime Minister

Goran Persson, who visits US President George W. Bushwhose convoy was ambushed in Iraq earlier this montf
are believed to be dead, Interior Minister Otto Schily

next week, said on Thursday instability in Iraq could
preventthe handover of power from the US-led authority
to Iragis on June 30.

“Itis difficult to see that there will be an administration
to hand over to Iraq on June 30,” Persson, a critic of the 2003
US-led invasion of Iraq, told reporters.

“The country is now in deep disorder, partly because of
the strong internal opposition. To believe that such a situation
could quickly become a democratic model is hoping for too
much,” said the Social Democrat Prime Minister.

The United States plans to transfer power to an interim
Iragi government on June 30. But preparations have been
eclipsed by bloodletting and hostage-taking this month.

Since the start of the war in March last year, 511 US
soldiers have been killed, according to the US Defence
Department. More than 100 have been killed this month.

Sweden is militarily non-aligned and has not sent
troops to Iraq like its neighbour Denmark, aNATO member.
MNA/Reuters

Germany confirms two

missing in Iraq

BerLIN, 23 April— Two

said on Thursday.

The two elite anti-terror
specialists were heading
from Jordan to Baghdad by
road when their vehicle was
attacked near Fallujah two
weeks ago.

“Unfortunately I have
to record, to my great
sadness, that these two
security officials have
certainly...or with a
probability bordering on
certainty, been killed,”
Schily  told foreign
journalists at a briefing. He
said he had commissioned
an investigation into the
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believed dead

German security specialists|

incident but this had not yet
been completed.

The two men were
travelling between the
Jordanian capital Amman
and Baghdad, to take part in
aroutine changeover of staff
at the German Embassy.

Dozens of foreigners
have been abducted in Iraq
amid a worsening security
situation in recent weeks,
including several who were
taken hostage on the
dangerous road near
Fallujah. Germany, which
strongly opposed the US-led
invasion of Iraq last year,
does not have troops in the
country and has ruled out
sending any.

MNA/Reuters

FM says two Swiss
hostages released in Iraq

BEerN, 23 April—Two Swiss nationals were released
by an unknown group in Iraq after being held hostage
for 48 hours, Switzerland’s Foreign Minister Micheline
Calmy-Rey revealed.

The pair, a married couple who worked for a non-
governmental organization, were kidnapped on Tuesday by
a small band of people, she told a press briefing in Bern,
without revealing further details.

Ambassador Peter Sutter, who participated in the news
conference, said Thursday that Switzerland’s mission in
Baghdad helped to negotiate the couple’s release.

“We were able to resolve the problem quickly thanks to
the good contacts we have established on the ground,” said
a foreign office spokesperson Carine Carey.

The two ex-hostages had restarted the work they were
doing in Iraq, explained Carey, but she declined to reveal
who they were employed by. She was equally vague on the
circumstances surrounding their kidnap. “They are not very
clear,” she told AFP. — Internet

Poland, France urge bigger
role for UN in Iraq

Paris, 23 April—The foreign ministers of France and Poland expressed concern
over the situation in Iraq and urged a leading role for the United Nations to oversee

i
A US Army soldier checks tha's of Iragis driving into the embattled Baghdad suby
of Abu Ghraib, Iragq on 22 April, 2004.

INTERNET

the transfer of powers next month.

Michel Barnier and his
Polish counterpart, Wlod-
zimierz Cimoszewicz, said
they were “worried about the
deterioration of the situation
inIraq”and they stressed “the
importance of the role of the

Inited Nations” in organis-
ing a transfer of sovereignty

from the US military occupa-
tion, French foreign ministry
spokesman Herve Ladsous
said Thursday.
Cimoszewicz told jour-
nalists that his country
planned toreduce the number
of its troops ithas deployed in
Iraq to support the occupa-

Foreign hostages
released in Irag

BacHpAD, 23 April—Three more foreign hostages

Romanian firm pulls out of Iraq

BucHarEesT, 23 April — A Romanian private security company said on Wednesda
have been released by their captors in Irag, following a it had pulled out of Iraq after one of its workers was killed and another one injured

spate of kidnappings in recent weeks.

One of them was an Israeli
Arababducted two weeks ago
and accused of spying for Is-
rael.

Switzerland says a mar-
ried Swiss couple were freed
in southern Iraq, after being
held for 48 hours.

The news comes amid re-
ports that two major contrac-
tors have suspended most of
their work in Iraq.

About 50 foreigners have
been abducted in Iraq in the
last month.

One Italian hostage was
killed by his captors, and a
Danish national was found
dead aday afterhe was seized,
but most of the others have
been released unharmed.

US company Research
Triangle International was
quoted by Reuters news
agency as saying one of its
employees - Nabil George
Yaakob Razuq - had been
released. RTI Vice President
Sally Johnson said MrRazuq,
a Palestinian with an Israeli
identity card, had been re-
leased earlier on Thursday
and was “safe and sound”.

MrRazuq, who was work-
ing for the North Carolina-

based company on local gov-
ernance work in Iraq, was
taken hostage on 8 April.

Swiss Foreign Minister
Micheline Calmy-Rey said
the married couple, who work
for a non-governmental or-
ganisation, were kidnapped
on Tuesday by a small band
of people.

Their release followed ne-
gotiations by Swiss diplomats
in Baghdad, and both are
thoughtto have resumed their
work in Iraq.

Siemens and GE are re-
ported to have suspended
most of their work in Iraq
because of the continuing in-
surgency. The reports are
being carried by US newspa-
pers quoting officials of the
US-led governing organisa-
tioninIraq, the Coalition Pro-
visional Authority.

But Siemens and GE say
they will not discuss projects
or numbers of people on the
ground for security reasons.

Siemens, of Germany, and
GE, the biggest company in
the US, have big contracts in
the Iraqi electricity and tel-
ecommunications sectors.

Internet

Foreign firms employ tens
of thousands of staff in Iraq
working for the country’s re-
construction and some have
said they were considering
leaving due to the growing
risks.

New NATO member Ro-
mania remains committed to
keeping in Iraq around 730
troopsithas contributed to the
US-led coalition.

The Romanian security

after attack

in an ambush near Baghdad this month.

firm Bidepa, which had eight
staff working under a three-
monthcontractas bodyguards
for members of Iraq’s transi-
tional Coalition Provisional
Authority, said it had with-
drawn its staff until the situa-
tion improved.

“The contract we signed
withourforeign partneris tem-
porarily suspended because of
the situation in Iraq,” Bidepa
director Dumitru Nicolae told

anews conference. “Our staff
inIraq have already arrived in
Romania.”

One Bidepa security guard
was shot dead and another one
wounded when a coalition
forces convoy they were pro-
tecting came under fire about
one mile outside Baghdad last
week. Romania’s Foreign
Ministry advised Romanian

tion afterelections tentatively
scheduled forearly next year.

“After the elections ... we
believe that next year it will
be possible toreduce our pres-
ence,” he said, adding: “The
question is not in terms of
pulling out — none of us be-
lieve (we will) participate for-
ever.” France, which led in-
ternational opposition to the
US-led invasion of Iraq at the
UN Security Council, has re-
peatedly insisted that Wash-
y ington keep to its pledge of
handing over power to an in-
terim Iraqi administration
June 30. Poland is a close US
ally which has contributed
2,500 troops to the occupa-
tion, although its prime min-
ister, Leszek Miller, said this
week that Warsaw may re-
vise that deployment after
decisions by Spain, Hondu-
ras and the Dominican Re-
public to withdraw from the
US-led coalition. —Internet

civilians two weeks ago not to
traveltoIraq. — MNA/Reuters

A soldier from ihe 1st Battal

lion 5th Marines with his machine gun at a frontling
position in Fallujah, Iraq on 22 April, 2004~ INTERNET

Denmark says
Kidnapped
Dane found
dead in Iraq

COPENHAGEN, 23 April —
A Danish businessman kid-
napped inIraqhas been found
dead, Denmark’s Foreign
Ministry said on Wednesday.

“There is as yet no infor-
mation about the perpetrators
or amotive for the killing,” it
added in a statement.

The ministry said that
since being informed of the
man’sdisappearance on April
11, ithad been in talks with a
Sunni Muslim sheikh, US
forces and local authorities in

2 order to find him.
MNA/Reuters
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Spain to withdraw 1,400 Iraq
troops soon for own safety

Mabrip, 23 April — Spain’s new government decided to withdraw its 1,400 troops from Iraq as soon as possi
for their own safety and the bulk of them could be home by May 30, Defence Minister Jose Bono said on Wednes(

Domestic opponents
have accused Spain’s new
Socialist Prime Minister Jose
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero of
jumping the gun on Sunday
by ordering the withdrawal
of troops. Sunday was only
his second day in office.

“Why was it so quick?
For the security of the
troops,” Bono told Cadena
Ser radio, saying Spanish
commanders in Iraq had re-
ported 17 grenades being
fired at their barracks over-
night.

“When Spaniards do not
know what their troops are
doing in Iraq, then perhaps
their troops should not be in

Iraq,” he said.

Zapatero pledged during
the election campaign to pull
out Spanish forces if the
United Nations did not as-
sume political and military
control in Iraq by June 30.

The White House is
pushing for a new UN reso-
lution to encourage other
nations to help with security
and rebuilding in Iraq, but
Bono reiterated the Spanish
Government’s view that this
would not meet its condi-
tions.

“I cannot see the United
Nations taking command of
the troops (in Iraq),” Bono
said.

During a month of con-
sultations with allies before
Spain’s pull-out, Bono said
two governments had made
it clear to him their forces in
Iraq would never serve un-
der foreign commanders. He
declined to name the coun-
tries.

In an interview with El
Paisnewspaper published on
Wednesday, Bono said coa-
lition forces had pledged to
protect Spanish troops as
they withdrew.

Asked when the bulk of
the soldiers would return to
Spain, Bono replied: “Per-
haps they will be able to cel-
ebrate the festival of San

b

Fernando at home (on May
30).”

US President George W
Bush told Zapatero by tel-
ephone he was disappointed
with the decision, which was
followed by the announce-
ment of withdrawals by Hon-
duras and the Dominican
Republic.

Spain’s Parliamentis due
to vote on the troop pullout
on Tuesday, but the Social-
ists are expected to win ap-
proval comfortably with the
support of smaller regional
and left-leaning parties. Only
the outgoing Popular Party
backs keeping the troops in
Iraq. — MNA/Reuters

" Iraqi forces Kill
four guerillas, seize
car bombs

Kirkuk (Iraq), 23 April — US-backed Iraqgi sol-
diers killed four guerillas and seized three cars laden
with explosives in a swoop on a guerilla hideout in
northern Iraq overnight, an Iraqi officer said on
Wednesday.

Major-General Anwar Amin said Iraq Civil Defence
Corps (ICDC) forces attacked the hideout 85 miles south
of Kirkuk after a tip-off.

The bodies of the guerillas were not identified, he
said, adding that assaultrifles were also seized in the raid.

Three car bombs exploded near police stations in the
southern Iraqi city of Basra on Wednesday, killing at
least 55 people and wounding more than 200 in the latest
massive attack in the war-scarred country.— MNA/Reuters

Khatami says US realizes time to leave Iraq

TeHERAN, 23 April — The United States has realized it would be better of]
withdrawing its troops from Irag but cannot bring itself to do so, Iran’s President

Mohammad Khatami said on Wednesday.

“The Americans have
understood that continuing
the occupation (of Iraq) is
not to their benefit but be-
cause of their vanity they are
continuing with the occupa-
tion,” Khatami told report-
ers after a weekly Cabinet
meeting.

Some US officials have
accused Iran of stirring up
anti-US sentiment in Iraq,
particularly among the Shiite
Muslim population.

ButKhatami, considered
a moderate voice in the Is-
lamic republic, laid the
blame for the increased level
of violence and attacks in
neighbouring Iraq squarely

at Washington’s door.

“We want calm in Iraq
and condemn any activity
which might cause disorder
inIraq but we say the source
of problems is the continua-
tion of the occupation,” he
said.

The United States and
Iran have been enemies
since Washington broke dip-
lomatic relations with Te-
heran in 1980, after militant
Iranian students seized the
US Embassy and took hos-
tages. Khatami voiced Ira-
nian support for Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani,
now viewed by the West as
a moderate Shiite leader

compared with the firebrand
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr, who
this month started a violent
uprising against US-led
forces.

But Khatami warned
US-led troops against try-
ing to storm the Shiite holy
cities of Najaf and Kerbala
to flush out Sadr and his
supporters.

“If the occupying forces
were to attack Kerbala and
Najaf they would be com-
mitting suicide and mobi-
lizing all the sentiment of
the Islamic world and espe-
cially Shiites against them,”
he said.

MNA/Reuters|

f
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Iragis burn a US flag during a protest in the southern city of Basra against US and
British forces in Iraq on 22 April, 2004- INTERNET

Chinese consumers demand
right to know about GE food

Contract firms suspend Iraq projects

BacHpap, 23 April— Violence across Iraq has interrupted repair on key electricity and water systems and
forced giant firms Siemens AG, Bechtel and General Electric to suspend some reconstruction projects, threat-

Beuing, 23 April — A food brand which contains
genetically engineered (GE) ingredients but is not la
belled as such will create an unfavourable image amon|
Chinese consumers, according to a recent survey.

Seventy-one per cent of the 600 respondents in the
survey, commissioned by Greenpeace and a research insti-
tute in Guangzhou- based Zhongshan University, said they
would trust a food brand less if it did not declare its GE
ingredients. Only 20 per cent said their loyalty would remain
unchanged.

Carried out in February by Research International, the
telephone survey polled 600 ordinary consumers in Beijing,

ening to undermine the critical US goal of rebuilding Iraq.

Even the US Agency for
OInternational Development,
which oversees some recon-
struction projects, has been
affected. Some 10 percent
of its non-Iraqi emplo-
yees are outside the coun-
try, either sent out of Iraq
or unable to come in be-

ture is key to Iraq’s eco-
nomic growth and would
show Iraqis a tangible ben-
efit of the US-led occupa-
tion, which many feel has
brought instability. Iraqis
often complain about spo-
radic electricity supplies in
particular.

their work refurbishing a
pair of generators at a cru-
cial electrical plant in south-
ern Baghdad. GE workers
have left a project building
a new power plant in the
same area. Work by Iraqi
employees and other foreign
contractors continues at

Siemens was working is key
to boosting generating ca-
pacity to meet the surge in
power demand during Iraq’s
scorching summer. A coa-
lition spokesman said the
goal for electricity produc-
tion — 6,000 megawatts a
day — will be met on

Shanghai and Guangzhou cities.

Thirty-eight per cent of the respondents said they cared
alotabout GE ingredients in food, while 42 per cent showed
an attitude of indifference.

Approximately 40 per cent of the respondents prefer
buying food without GE ingredients, while some 24 per cent
would choose food with GE ingredients.

Nearly 90 per cent of respondents supported establish-
ing a GE food labelling system. — MNA/Xinhua

cause of the violence. Staffers for Germany- | both sites. schedule in June.
Rebuilding infrastruc- ! based Siemens have stopped The plant where Internet
o Mortar
An Iraqgi family, displaced
barrage on

by fighting between
American soldiers and

guerillas two weeks ago,

Hong Kong launches
mini-card for ladies

Hong Kong, 23 April — Wearing a card may become a
fashion for Hong Kong young ladies after the Bank of China
(BOC) Credit Card (International) Limited launched the
first mini-card in Hong Kong Wednesday.

Less than half of the classic card in size, the baby card
can be used as a key chain or an accessory.

The classic and mini-card are under same card account,
which ensures easy card account management.

The cards are specially “designed for modern young
ladies who are in search of trendy lifestyle and independ-
ence”, said Dickson So, General Manager of BOC Credit

waits for hours at a US
military checkpoint in
Fallujah in order to
continue their journey
home to Ramadi, Iraq on
22 April, 2004.

INTERNET

Card. — MNA/Xinhua

Baghdad prison
kills 21

BAGHDAD, 23April —
Guerillas fired mortarbombs
at a Baghdad prison run by
US-led forces in Iraq on
Tuesday, killing 21 detain-
ees, the US military said.

A military spokesman
said initial reports indicated
that all the casualties at the
Abu Ghraib jail, just west of
Baghdad, were prisoners, but
could not say if they were
held as suspects for criminal
or guerilla activities. The
spokesman said more than
100 people had been
wounded in the attack.

MNA/Reuters
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Security remains “constraint” for
UN to play role in Iraq

Unitep NaTions, 23 April— United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on Wednesday that the securi

situation in Iraq may continue to delay the return of UN staff despite growing international calls for a vital U

role in the country.

“Many countries are look-
ing to the UN to play an im-
portantroleinIraq. We would
like to play an important role
inlIraq, butthe circumstances
have to allow us to do that,”
Annan told reporters.

“The security situation on
the ground has a very impor-
tant impact on our decisions,
on our activities,” he said,
hours after bombings in the
southern Iraqi city of Basra
killed more than 60 people.

“We hope the attempts to
reduce the violence will suc-
ceed. Until that is done, se-
curity is a constraint for us,”

he added.

While admitting Iraq
needs international assist-
ance to restore stability,
Annan ruled out again the
possibility of deploying UN
peacekeepers in the country.

He suggested that the UN
Security Council authorize
the deployment of a multina-
tional force in Iraq after the
June 30 sovereignty transfer.

“There is need for assist-
ance in the effort to create a

ture to fill that bridge, and I
donotthinkitcanbe or ought
to be UN peacekeepers.”

“So the Council may
havetoallow amultinational
force to do it,” he added.

Annan’s special adviser
Lakhdar Brahimi will brief
the Security Council
Wednesday afternoon on his
recommendations to form a
caretaker governmentin Iraq
before June 30.

Brahimi, who just re-

turned from atour to Europe,
wentto Iraq early this month
to help Iraqis find ways of
establishing the interim gov-
ernment.

Annan ordered with-
drawal of all UN international
staff from Iraq in October
after the UN office in Bagh-
dad was bombed twice. The
August 19 blast left 20 peo-
ple dead, including Annan’s
special envoy Sergio de
Mello. — MNA/Xinhua

" Intelligence says Italian

reported Wednesday.

According to the re-
port that an Italian intelli-
gence source said talks
to free three Italian
hostages in Iraq “had come
to a turning point”, and “to-
day and tomorrow are cru-
cial days, 48 decisive hours”.

hostages are alive

Rowme, 23 April — The negotiations to secure the
release of three Italian hostages in Iraq have come to a
crunch and the next 48 hours will be crucial, local media

Contacts between Italian
intelligence and the hostage
takers had received “special
impetus” in the last few
hours, the source said, add-
ing that “furthermore, after
days, we have had indica-
tions that all three are alive”.

secure environment,” he said.
“Some international military
presence is going to be re-
quired for the foreseeable fu-

Top US general says cost 0

Iragi conflict growing

WasHingToN, 23 April — A top US general said
Wednesday that the Iraqgi military operation would cost
more money than expected, citing the need to deplq

more US troops in Irag than the Pentagon had planned,

General Richard Myers,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, told the House
Armed Services Committee
that it would cost an esti-
mated 700 million US dollars
just to keep 20,000 troops in
Iraq foranextrathree months.

“Additional time in Iraq
is going to cost us more
money,” Myers said. “We
are working those estimates
right now.”

The Bush Administra-
tion has funded the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan with
supplemental appropriations
that are not included in its
budget requests. Congress
has passed two bills appro-
priating more than 160 bil-
lion US dollars since the war
started last March.

‘White House Spokesman
Scott McClellan said the ad-
ministration did not expect
to seek additional money
before January, but Presi-
dent George W Bush “is
committed to making sure
our troops have everything
they need to do theirjob”, he

added. Two senators said the
US military will need at least
50 billion dollars to keep
troops in Iraq for the next
year, and the Bush Adminis-
tration is trying to avoid dis-
closing the price tag because
of election-year politics.
“Every ground squirrel in
this country knows that it’s

il

US Army troops of the 1st Infantry Division take battle position on a road leadin
their base in the Iragi town of Baquba after their convoy was attacked on 22 Ag

;.—*ﬂ
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2004. —INTERNET

Another local report said
that the head of Italian Red
Cross operations in Iraq
Maurizio Scelli denied
Wednesday that his organi-
zation had taken ransom
money toan Iraqi group hold-
ing three Italian hostages.

“Whoever is writing
these reports is placing our
lives at risk. We went to
Fallujah despite warnings not
to go there and we ran risk
doing so. We certainly
wouldn’thave made the mis-
take of taking money with us
and ruin everything,” Scelli
said from Baghdad.

The Italian Red Cross
convoy arrived in Fallujah
on Tuesday, carrying medi-
g ¢ne and humanitarian aid.
ripeelli said another convoy
would arrive today.

going to be 50 billion US
dollars to 75 billion US dol-
lars in additional money re-
quired to sustain us in Iraq for
this year,” Senator Chuck
Hagel, Republican from Ne-
braska, told NBC’s “Today”
show.

Hagel and Senator Joseph
Biden, Democrat from Dela-
ware, said the White House
has not sought more funding
for the war to avoid criti-
cism in an election year.

“Why aren’t they asking
forit? They don’tknow? We
already know it’s going to
costatleastaminimum of 60
billion US dollars to keep
the troops there,” Biden told
the “Today” show.

MNA/Xinhua

NZ to play role in UN meeting of
small island states

WELLINGTON , 23 April — New Zealand is being asked to play a central role in th
lead up to a major United Nations meeting later this year on the sustainabl

development of small island states, Foreign Minister Phil Goff said Wednesday.

Goff said in a statement
that Associate Foreign Min-
ister Marian Hobbs would
be among the inner circle of
international leaders over-
seeing the meeting in Mauri-
tius from August 30 to Sep-
tember 3. New Zealand’s
Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, Don
MacKay, had been asked to
chair lead-up negotiations.

The Mauritius meeting
will give small island devel-

opingnations, including those
in the Pacific, an opportunity
to present their case to the
international community, and
to seek assistance to meet the
key challenges they are fac-
ing in achieving sustainable
development, Goff said.

He said a similar process
was held in Barbados 10
years ago, but many new
challenges have emerged
since then, and the imple-
mentation of the Barbados

A protester (R) wearing a mask of US President George W Bush aims a toy gun
colleagues, dressed as Iraqgi civilians, at a protest against the US military presen
Irag, near the US Embassy in Seoul, on 22 April, 2004. The demonstrators dem

the withdrawal of the US and South Korean troops from kadNTerNET

Programme of Action has not
always been adequate.
Diseases like HIV/AIDS
are one new threat, as is the
international security situa-
tion, whichsmallislands have
to respond to just like every-

one else despite their limited
capacity to do so, Goff said.

The reality is that small
islands are especially vul-
nerable in the modern world,
both to new threats and to
those such as climate change
that were identified in Bar-
bados, he said, adding de-
spite the commitments made
10 years ago, overall devel-
opment assistance to small
island states had actually
declined.

As chair of the negotia-
tions, New Zealand will be
well placed to focus on en-
suring practical outcomes
that will help small island
states in the years ahead, Goff
said. — MNA/Xinhua

MNA/Xinhua

China’s urban
utilities open
. doors to private
investors

BEuING, 23 April — Af-
ter a year of experimenting,
China has decided its policy
on the private sector’s entry
into urban utilities once mo-
nopolized by the govern-
ment.

A regulation made pub-
lichere Wednesday says that
private investors could run
water, gas and heat supply,
public transportation, and
water and trash treatment if
they win public bids and get
the franchise from the gov-
ernment.

However, they can only
run for 30 years at most, and
their companies would be
taken overif the government

planes.

tions in 1974.

Shanghai Airlines launches
new flight to Osaka

SHANGHAL, 23 April— Shanghai Airlines launched a
new air service Wednesday to Osaka, Japan, offering a
daily flights to and from Osaka with Boeing 75 7passenger

The new flight is expected to greatly increase exchanges
between the two coastal cities, which forged friendly rela-

Shanghai Airlines has become one of China’s major
Aphigtors of overseas air flights after opening new routes in
ceeggnt years to Ho Chi Minh city in Vietnam, Phuket in
addatand, Phnom Penh in Cambodia and Vladivostok in
Russia, as well as Macao. — MNA/Xinhua

believed after a due proce-
dure that they threatened the
public security.

“We started the pilot in
2003, and discovered some
local governments have
giventheinvestors over-long
franchise terms or promised
fixed rates of return,” said Li
Dongxu, a Construction
Ministry official responsible
for urban infrastructure.
While giving the government
more power, the regulation
also protects investors
from government’s abuse of
power, said Li.

MNA/Xinhua
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US contractor fired for
military coffin photo

WasHINGTON, 23 April — A US contractor and her husband have been fired afte
her photograph of 20 flag-draped coffins of US soldiers going home from Iraq wa

published in violation of military rules.

“I lost my job and they let my husband
go as well,” Tami Silicio, who loaded US
military cargo at Kuwait International Air-
port for a US company, told Reuters in an
email response to questions.

The Pentagon tightly restricts publica-
tion of photographs of coffins with the re-
mains of US soldiers and has forbidden
journalists from taking pictures at Dover
Air Force Base, the first stop for the bodies
of US soldiers being sent home.

The military says the policy is in place to
protect the privacy of families of those
killed, but critics have said the rules are
aimed at sanitizing the war for the public.

The Seattle Timegrinted Silicio’s pho-
tograph last weekend and again on Thurs-
day. The picture shows soldiers tending to
20 coffins completely covered with Ameri-
can flags on April 7 inside a military cargo
plane at the Kuwait Airport.

Silicio, who was raised in the Seattle
area, was not paid by the newspaper for the

picture, which a friend in the United States,
Amy Katz, passed on to the newspaper. Katz
said she had since found an agent to sell the
photograph.

Silicio’s former employer, Colorado-
based Maytag Aircraft Corp., a subsidiary of
Mercury Air Group Inc., said the couple was
dismissed for violating US Government and
company regulations.

“Maytag deeply regrets these actions and
fully concurs with the Pentagon’s policy of
respecting the remains of our brave men and
women who have fallen in service to our
country,” said Maytag President William Silva.

The Pentagon has declined to comment
on Silicio’s case but spokesman James Turner
said the policy of media coverage of war
dead has been in effect since 1991.

“The principal focus and purpose of the
policy is to protect the wishes and the pri-
vacy of the families during their time of
greatest loss and grief,” he said.

MNA/Reuters

Salvadoran troops patrol a neighborhood in the central Iraqi city of Najaf on 22
April,2004. First Emergency, a NGO in Iraq, slammed the occupation of the biggest

hospital in Najaf by Salvadoran troops- INRERNET

French
journalist
shot dead in
Baghdad

fighting in Fallujah

36 Iraqgi militants killed in

BacgHDAD, 23 April — Thirty-six guerillas were killed during fierce fighting in the
besieged Iragi city of Fallujah, a US-led coalition statement said Thursday

BaGHDAD, 23 April —
Masked gunmen have shot
and killed a foreigner in
northern suburb of Baghdad
and severely wounded his
translator, witnesses said.

The victim was a French
journalist, according to the
Iraqi police, but there was no
immediate confirmation of
that report.

The attack took place near
the Azimiyah neighbour-
hood, where gunmen have
recently been active.

The fighting on Wednesday morning
broke out when about 60 militants attacked
US Marines with small arms and rocket-
propelled grenades in northwest Fallujah,
the statement said.

“Marines responded to the attacks with
overwhelming small arms and mortar fire,
as well as close-air support, killing 36 anti-
Iraqi forces,” said the statement.

The military reported Wednesday that
nine guerillas were killed and three Marines
were wounded in the battle.

A truce deal was put in place Monday but
the US Army said clashes threatened to de-
rail the peace initiatives.

The return of families to the city was
again suspended on Thursday because of the
tensions in the city.

Medical sources in the city said more
than 600 Iragis have beenkilled in fighting in
Fallujah since April 5. The US military said
it had suspended offensive operations in the
city but would hit back if attacked.

MNA/Xinhua

Three foreigners released in Iraq

BacHDAD, 23 April —Three foreigners, two Swiss na-
tionals and one Israeli Arab, were released in Iraq on
Thursday, Qatar-based al-Jazeera satellite channel reported.

The two Swiss nationals were released after being taken
hostage for two days in southern Iraq.

Switzerland’s Foreign Minister Micheline Calmy-Rey
confirmed that the pair, a married couple who worked for a
non-governmental organization, were kidnapped on Tues-
day by a small band of people. The Israeli Arab, identified
as Nabil George Razzouq, was also released on Thursday
after being held hostage by an armed Iraqi group.

Razzouq was working for a US company in Iraq. He is a
Palestinian holding the Israeli nationality and was mistaken
by Iraqgiresistance fighters foraspy. Coalition officials have
said there are some 40 foreign hostages from 12 countries
being held in Iraq by militants trying to exert political
pressure on US allies in the country. —MNA/Xinhua

Iraqi resistance uses bicycle bomb to

Economic growth in emerging
Asia to remain high

Unknown gunmen have
repeatedly attacked US
military convoys in Bagh-

attaCk US troops WasHINGTON, 23 April— The economic growth in

BaHpAD, 23 April — As the tension between the American forces and the Iradi emerging Asia is expected to remain high in 2004, based
resistance increased, the latter started using such new method as bicycle bomb to attagk, the continued momentum of domestic demand and

dad as well as foreigners
who have been accused of
collaborating with occupi-
ers of Iraq.

Many foreigners have
sharply restricted theirmove-
ments in the capital.

MNA/Xinhuaj

the occupation forces, said Thursday\zzaman newspaper.

In an unprecedented
event, theIraqi resistance used
a bicycle placed with bomb
in an attack on an American
convoy two days ago in
Haswa City, 50 kilometres
south of Baghdad, said the

newspaper. The bicycle was
placed on the sidewalk in the
mostly unsuspicious way,
said the paper, adding the bi-
cycle exploded causing a big
noise, which was heard all
over the city, without causing

them any damages.

The newspaper noted that
“in spite of the fact that the
American forces are being
daily attacked by all kinds of
weapons, but this is the first
time that the resistance use a
bombed bicycle, which
means a change in the style
of attacking those people”.

According to the report,
members of the resistance
have also used many other
ways to attack Americans,
like carriages and dead ani-
mals, which were stuffed with
explosives and leftby theroad
to be detonated later on.

MNA/Xinhua

the strong outlook for the global economy, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) said in a report released

Wednesday

The growth rate of the
gross domestic product
(GDP) in emerging Asia is
expected tobe 7.4 per centin
2004 and 7.0 percentin 2005,
much higher than thatin other
regions, said the IMF’s
World Economic Outlook

In Asia, the report said,
GDP growth accelerated to
7.0 per cent in 2003, ac-
counting for about 50 per
cent of world growth. Eco-
nomic activity surged in the
second half of the year, re-
flecting both domestic de-

Six killed, 13 injured in Nepal's road accidents

Katumanpu, 23 April — At least six people were killed

A protester protest to demand the return of Salvadoran troops in Iraq in front of th
embassy in San Salvador on 22 April , 2004. The banner reads ‘Yankees out of]
Salvadoran Troops Back Home-INTERNET

and 13 others injured in three separate road accidents that
occurred Wednesday in Nepal, The Kathmandu Postws-
paper reported Thursday.

Two persons aboard a bus died and three others were
injured when the bus collided with a truck at Ramnagar on the
Mugling-Narayangadh Highway. A 65-year-old man died on
the spot and 10 other passengers were injured when the jeep
they were taking turned over on the Hetauda-Birgunj Road.

Meanwhile, three passengers including a child died in

eaggher bus accident occurred Wednesday afternoon at

Ifsggbot Odare in Parbat District, some 200 kilometres west
of Kathmandu. — MNA/Xinhua

mand and export growth.
Consumption and tour-
ismrebounded, especially in
those economies that had
been affected by SARS, sup-
ported by accommodative
monetary policies and in-
creased consumer credit.
Exports were boosted
by the pickup in global
growth, the upturn in global
demand for technology
goods and exchange rate de-
preciations. Imports were
also robust, reflecting both
the strength of exports and
the rebound in domestic
demand, so the region’s
current account surplus was
broadly unchanged. Reflect-
ing increasing capacity utili-
zation rates and rising global
commodity prices, inflation
picked up modestly in most
countries, but still remained
low. The balance of risks in
the short run is on the rise,
with the possibility of fa-
vourable surprises to exports
and capital inflows, the
report said. — MNA/Xinhua
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Those who daren’'t show their face — 51

Pauk Sa

How amazing the world is! See..the bad guys
are trying to threaten the good guys, while the demon
is saying prayers, the lier is clever, and the wicked
going deeper into committing sinister acts. No human
or celestial beings would like their misdeeds, and they
will end up in hell.

I read the above-mentioned para aloud with a
sad voice after the VOA aired a news report under
the heading “RSF demands Myanmar Government to
allow press freedom” at 6 am on 10 April 2004.

The brief account of the news report was that
the France-based RSF or reporters without borders
demanded press freedom in Myanmar, after learning
the ban of a magazine featuring political news; that
the publishing of the magazine began last year; that
the July 2003 issue of the magazine, the Shanpai in
Shan language meaning miscellaneous matters magazine
in Myanmar, presented an article about the meeting
between the AUN nationl race group and UN Special
Envoy Razali Ismail; and that the Myanmar
Government threatened to put the editor on trial.

Too bad, the RSF is not only lacking borders,
it is also without discipline, rules and dignity, there-
by committing a lot of random acts and misdeeds.
Pitiful RSF doing wrong things again and again while
boasting itself as an international media watch group.

And now, it has demanded press freedom in
Myanmar. How ridiculous! It was demanding press
freedom in Myanmar where large circulation of
periodicals of various categories are publishing weekly
or monthly.

The worst is that no Shan magazine by the
name of Shanpai has ever appeared in Myanmar. A
journal published in Shan language did appear in
Myanmar once. But it was banned not because of
touching the political issue, but because of misusing
the publication permit issued for a political party.

The owner stopped publishing the journal under
own volition after the authorities pointed out the
misuse of the permit. No one faced punishment
concerning the case. So, the gentlemen of the RSF
should better understand that their group has become
a stooge of the Myanmar expatriates and fugitives,
without knowing the truth.

Intel invests in digital
home development

LosancELEs, 23 April — Intel, the world’s biggest
chip maker, said that it has made investment in four|
companies developing technologies for the digital home

The chip maker said it
made the investment through
its venture investing arm,
Intel Capital, in four
companies focusing on
consumer electronics net-
working and wireless ultra-
wideband techno-logies,
including Digital 5, Staccato
Communications, Trymedia
Systems and Wisair.

Intel expects their
technologies to help solve
problems that are hampering
the exchange of games,
music and video between
multiplehome entertainment
devices.

Intel said the money
came from its 200-million-
US-dollarIntel Digital Home
Fund it established in
January. But it did not
disclose how much it had
invested in any of the four
companies.

“The Intel Digital
Home Fund investments
we’re announcing today
support Intel’s initiatives to
enable people toenjoy digital
content — including music,
games, photos and video —

on multiple devices in
the home and beyond,” said
John Miner, president of
Intel Capital.

“These four com-
panies’ technologies help
solve key intero-perability,
bandwidth and distribution
issues.”

He said Intel Capital’s
top investment priorities for
this year are related
to communications infra-
structure, the digital
home, modular computing
solutions for IT departments,
and wireless mobility.

Prior to launching the
Intel Digital Home Fund,
Intel Capital had invested
in several digital home-
related companies, including
BridgeCo, Entropic Comm-
unications, Musicmatch Inc
and Zinio Systems Inc.

Intel Capital invests in
hardware, software and
services companies in
several market segments,
including computing, net-
working, and wireless
communications.

MNA/Xinhua

It is quite clear. Shanpai is not a legal magazine
published with the permission of the Press Scrutiny
and Registration Division. But a Myanmar-language
miscellaneous matters magazine does come out every
month in the country.

There was another point in which an illegal
magazine, which wrote that the Shanpai magazine had
been published by the Shan National League for
Democracy (SNLD) under the permit No na/tha at
Zalatni Press owned by U Sai Nyunt Lwin since
2001. What they are doing is like making matters
worse and causing simple things complicated.

They are claiming themselves to be the cleverest,
but doing the foolish. The permit na/tha is issued for
political parties to present their policy, ideology and
news, but not to publish it for profit. The secretary of
the SNLD was misusing the na/tha permit and printing
it at his own press for economic gains. True, it is a
magazine featuring a wide array of topics without
touching the political matter. The SNLD secretary was
enjoying all the profits of the magazine including the
printing charges. I wonder whether chairman U Khon
Tun Oo, knew about it or not.

The Myanmar expatriates and fugitives, without
studying or knowing the source of a case, are
publishing periodicals of inferior quality and featuring
them through the Internet, just to beg money from
their masters, but not for democracy cause.

The reporters without borders or the persons
without rules have never studied the source and
purpose of a news report to verify whether it is true
or not. Amazing! Never in my whole 40-year service
as a journalist have I met or heard of reporters of that
kind. Reporters like those from the RSF can rarely be
found in the world. It is great opportunity for me to
hear about them.

No reporter or editor of any periodical would
feature a news item randomly. The RSF is boasting
about itself to be an international media rights watch
group. But in reality, it is acting as a broker receiving
and distributing slanderous news on Myanmar. I feel
sad to find out that it is being cheated and misused.

Now, I am going to conclude my article. The
Myanmar expatriates and fugitives are publishing
illegal publications without observing the journalism
ethics with the sole aim of discrediting Myanmar,
and the RSF is distributing the slanderous news
reports received from the Myanmar expatriates and
fugitives.

All the people of Myanmar including those
from the journalism profession know that the

'shameless misdeeds of Myanmar expatriates and

fugitives and the RSF are meant to destroy Myanmar
and her people and journalism industry. For reasons
mentioned alove, they are just like the persons who
daren’t show their face.
seksork
(Translation: TMT)
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 23-4-2004

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of ligh

* Use the least possible amount of eled
tricity only if there is not enough
natural light

* Use the least possible amount of ele
tricity required in production and
service enterprises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 households u{
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving g
four-foot fluorescentlamp everyday by eac
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt pow
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car pe
month will save the nation one US dolla
* Thus, atotal of 455,822 cars in Myanmal|
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year
* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can builg
a major bridge across Ayeyawady Rive

All this needs to be known

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeas¢ld
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects the project

4 I:L:_:nh?_‘:*:gﬁ T ‘-I- I

site of Pyuchaung Multi-purpose Dam in Pyu Tevmship.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects implementation of Shwegyin Hydroelectric Power Project in Shwegyin Fowrship.

d

T
I"E.i;i’“ | o

e LT Ay b
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win hears reports on Kunchaung Hydroelectric Powr Project presented by Deputy Minister for Electric Power U MyomMyint.

e 4y

Increased in power generation...

(from page 16)
completion of the project as soon as possible.
On completion, the dam will be able to irrigate some
100,000 acres of arable land and generate 30 megawatts.

The Secretary-1 then inspected the project site.

Next, the Secretary-1 and party looked into construction
of the main embankment and the inlet portal of to the
diversion tunnel. They also inspected the outlet of the
diversion tunnel.

Afterwards, the Secretary-1 and party viewed the site

chosen foe a power station to be constructed by Construc-
tion-3 of the Hydel-Electric Power Department.
They also inspected the power tunnel outlet.
The Secretary-1 and party arrived back here in the
evening.
MNA

Coordination meeting for Third MWJA Central Body Conference held

YANGON, 23 April—
Members of Central Execu-
tive Committee and work
committee of Myanmar
Writers and Journalists As-
sociation held the coordina-
tion meeting to hold the
Third MWIJA Central Body
Conference, to be organized
by MWIJA in the second
week of May, at the hall of
the Ministry of Information
on Theinbyu Street this af-
ternoon, attended by Min-
ister for Information Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan.

Also present on the oc-
casion were Deputy Minis-
ter Brig-Gen Aung Thein,

directors-general and man-
aging directors of depart-
ments and enterprises under
the ministry, Chairman of
MWIJA U Hla Myaing (Ko
Hsaung), Vice-Chairmen U
Tin Kha (Tekkatho Tin
Kha), U Than Maung (Than
Maung) and U Myint Thein
(Myint Thein Aung), Sec-
retary U Hla Tun (Hla Tun-
Twantay), joint-secretaries,
CEC members and work
committee members.

In his address, Minister
for Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan said that the
MWIA, being a large social
organization, was formed

Donate blood

with over 6,000 members in
177 townships out of over
300 townships in the coun-
try. Moreover, the associa-
tion gets in touch with over
53 million people through
the literature. It is necessary
to hold the Third MWJA
Central Body Conference
on a grand scale. For hold-
ing the conference, all the
work committees have
made arrangements and
ministries concerned are
also providing assistance for
the conference. After re-
viewing weak and strong
points of the programmes
laid down by the previous
conference, the future pro-
grammes are to be laid
down for serving interest of
the literature, literati, the
country and the people. In
addition, it is necessary to

draw the plan for uplift of
standard of the press, and
the Myanmar literature. Fur-
thermore, quality papers for
the conference are to be
compiled and requirements
of the respective work com-
mittees are to be submitted.

Next, Chairman of
MWIJA U Hla Myaing (Ko
Hsaung) reported on
progress in preparations for
the conference and future
tasks.

Afterwards, Chairman
of Management Work Com-
mittee, Delegate Scrutiniz-
ing Work Committee and
Information Work Commit-
tee U Hla Tun (Hla Tun-
Twantay), Finance Work
Committee Chairman U Tin
Kha (Tekkatho Tin Kha),
Reception Work Committee
U Than Maung (Than

Maung) and officials re-
ported on requirements and
their respective sectors.
The minister fulfilled
their needs.
Next, Deputy Minister

-

'

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan presents

Brig-Gen Aung Thein and
officials took part in the dis-
cussions. Later, the minis-
ter gave the concluding re-
marks.

MNA

K 500,000 donated by Ministry of Information to
MWJA Chairman U Hla Myaing (Ko Hsaung).mna



Commander inspects tax-free markets

YANGON, 23 April —
Chairman of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Develop-
ment Council and Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
accompanied by Deputy
Commander Col Wai Lwin,
commanders of military re-
gions, local authorities, and
officials, oversaw tax-free
markets here this morning
and attended to the require-
ments.

The commander and
party arrived at the tax-free
market in Dagon Township,

Yangon West District, at
6.30 am and inspected the
sales.

The commander also
went to the tax-free markets
in Kamayut, Mayangon,
Yankin, Tamway and
Kyimyindine townships. At
the markets, the commander
looked into the shops
opened by ministries,
Yangon City Development
Committee and other pri-
vate companies.

The commander was
conducted round the mar-
kets by officials concerned.

THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Saturday, 24 April, 2004 9

Giving instructions to
officials, the commander
spoke of the need to open
the markets daily and sell
fresh vegetables, meat and
fish, to keep the markets
clean and pleasant by adopt-
ing the proper garbage-
dumping system, and to
place emphasis on mainte-
nance of shops for their
durability. After hearing the
reports presented by market
officials concerned, the
commander fulfilled to the
requirements.

MNA

Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung speaking at the coordination meeting to re
works of the Ministry of Industry-%- inpusTRY-1

=

2view Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe inspects the tax-free market in Yangon City.

YANGON COMMAND

Golden jubilee of Myanmar

YANGON, 23 April — The ceremony to mark the golden
jubilee of Myanmar Pharmaceutical Factory of Myanma
Pharmaceutical Industries was held at the hall of the fac-
tory in Gyogon, Insein Township, this morning, attended
by Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung and wife.

Also present on the occasion were Deputy Ministers
Brig-Gen Thein Tun and Brig-Gen Kyaw Win, directors-
general and managing directors under the ministry, retired

Pharmaceutical Factory held

factory managers and deputy factory managers of the MPF
and guests.

On behalf of the factory manager, Deputy Factory
Manager U Win Aung extended greetings. Next, Manag-
ing Director U Myint Oo presented prizes to senior work-
ers. Deputy Factory Manager U Win Aung gave away
prizes to winners in the quiz. Later, staff members pre-
sented songs and dances to the guests. —MNA

Important role of industries
emphasized

YANGON, 23 April — Staff should understand the impor-
tantrole of industries in the national development drive, said
Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung at his meeting with
officials this morning. As the industries are also advancing
together with the national development drive, the ministry
staff will have to expedite their task in accord with the time
and condition, the minister pointed out.

Atthe meeting, the minister, Deputy Ministers Brig-Gen
Thein Tun and Brig-Gen Kyaw Win, heads of departments
and enterprises under the ministry and other officials re-
viewed the work done in 2003-2004 and sought means for
successful realization of the goals for fiscal 2004-2005.

The Head of State is making efforts for development and
modernization of the nation, the minister said, adding, the
ministry is also implementing 30-year plans for industrial
development. As they are working in the interest of the

State, the staff should enhance their efficiency and should
work with goodwill, the he stressed. —MNA

L °* ] B
Minister for Information Brig-Gen
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Kyéw Hsan addrésséé annual ceremony of Printing and Publishing Enterpiise.
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Minister inspects test running of
mini-rice mill

YANGON, 23 April — Minister for Commerce Brig-
Gen Pyi Sone and Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung Tun
looked into test running of six-ton rice mill of the main
workshop of Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading on
Upper Pazundaung Street in Mingala Taungnyunt Town-
ship this afternoon.

Managing Director U Min Hla Aung and officials
conducted the minister round the mill. The minister gave
instructions on taking extended innovative measures for
development of milling industry and manufacturing of
import-substitute items. — MNA

Minister receives Chinese guests

YANGON, 23 April — Minister for Commerce Brig-
Gen Pyi Sone met the visiting business delegation led by
Mr Yang Chong Hui, Chairman of Yunnan Provincial
Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference,
CPPCC, at the Ministry of Commerce on Strand Road
here at 11 am today.

Also present at the call were Border Trade Depart-
ment Director General U Nay Win, Myanma Agricultural
Produce Trading Managing Director U Min Hla Aung
and officials. — MNA

Sports Minister receives guests

YANGON, 23 April — Chairman of Myanmar Olympic
Committee Minster for Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint
receives the visiting Chinese delegation led by Mr Cheng
Liangzhou, Deputy General Secretary of Guangdong Prov-
ince of the People’s Repulic of China at Kyauksein Hall,
National Sports Stadium-1, at 9 am today. Also present at
the call were officials of the Ministry of Sports, the chair-
man of Myanmar Wushu Federation and officials of Chi-
nese Embassy. During their meeting, they discussed co-
operation of sports activities between the two countries.
The delegation watched skill demonstration by athletes of
Myanmar Chinlon Federation, Myanmar Martial Arts Fed-
eration and Myanmar Wushu Federation. — MNA

Minister for Mines receives guests

YANGON, 23 April — Mr Yang Chong Hui, Chairman
of Yunnan Provincial Chinese People’s Political Consulta-
tive Conference, CPPCC, and party, called on Minister
for Mines Brig-Gen Ohn Myint at the latter’s office at 10
am today.

Present at the call were directors-general and manag-
ing directors of the departments and enterprises under the
ministry. During their meeting, they discussed mining co-
operation between the two countries. —MNA

Outstanding service
personnel honoured

YANGON, 23 April —

bility and building up a

The Printing and Publishing | peaceful, modern and devel-

L

Enterprise of the Ministry of
Information held prize pres-
entation ceremony (2003-
2004) in conjunction with
providing cash assistance to
the school children of the
staff at the PPE on Theinbyu
Road here this morning. It
was attended by Minister for
Information Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan, Deputy Ministers U
Thein Sein and Brig-Gen
Aung Thein, departmental
heads, officials, guests and
service personnel.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, the minister said that
only when the staff are thor-
oughly realized the objec-
tives of the State and the
ministry, will they be able
to carry out tasks with a
sense of duty. The govern-
ment has been translating the
State’s national objective —
prevalence of peace and sta-

oped nation— for 15 years
hand in hand with the peo-
ple, he said. Now, almost all
the groundwork has been
laid, which is needed for de-
velopment of the nation, he
said. Based on the already-
achieved success, in accord-
ance with the guidance of
the Head of State, emphasis
is placed on greater devel-
opment of the industrial and
electric power sectors, bor-
der areas development sec-
tor and transforming the
conventional farming into
mechanized farming in
2004-2005. In this regard,
the staff are to make efforts
by doing their bit for suc-
cess of the tasks, he said.
The ministry’s seven objec-
tives for 2004-2005 and
those of the PPE are to be
accomplished through the
endeavours of the service
personnel, he urged.

Next, the minister pre-
sented cash awards to six
personnel who won good
service medals, four who
won medal for outstanding
performance in industrial
field and two, in social field.
The deputy ministers, Man-
aging Director U Myint
Thein and officials presented
uniforms to outstanding per-
sonnel and cash assistance to
the school children with a
total value of over K 14.5
million. —MNA
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ICO special meeting on
Middle East begins

Putralava (Malaysia), 23 April — The Organization of Islamic Conference’s|
(ICO) special meeting on the Middle East began at Putrajaya Convention Centre g

Thursday.

Malaysian Prime Minister and Chair
of the 57-member ICO, Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi, opened the one-day meeting
attended by foreign ministers and
ambassadors of 13 member states.

They are Qatar, Malaysia, Senegal,
Sudan, Iran, Turkey, Guinea, Pakistan,
Palestine, Morocco, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and
Indonesia. Abdullah expressed the hope
that ICO would find ways to resolve the
Palestinian and Iraqi conflicts.

ICO, consisting of 57 Islamic countries
the worldwide, was set up in 1970 to boost
political, economic and social cooperation

among member states and support the justice
struggle by the Palestinians.

All sessions at this special meeting
would be closed-door except the opening
and closing ceremonies. The meeting will
discuss the Palestine conflict in the morning
and the Iraqi crisis in the afternoon.

The meeting is expected to issue a
declaration on Palestine, calling on Israel to
respect International Law, and come up with
astatementon Iraq, urging the United Nations
to play a pivotal role to restore peace and
stability in the war-torn country.

MNA/Xinhua

Indonesia, Singapore sign
agreement on telecommunications

JAKARTA , 23 April—Indonesia and Singapore signed
Wednesday a memorandum of understanding (MoU) o
telecommunications equipment conformity testing,
becoming the first among the Association of South-Eas
Asian Nations (ASEAN) members with such a bilateral
agreement.

Singapore’s Director-General of Infocomm
Development Authority Leong Keng Thai and Indonesia’s
Director-General of Post and Telecommunications Djamhari
Sirat signed the agreement in Jakarta, The Jakarta Pos!
reported Thursday.

Quoting an Infocomm release as saying, the report said
telecommunications equipment must be tested against the
standards of the importing country before they can be
approved for sale and distribution. Testing is usually
undertaken by an accredited laboratory based in the receiving
country. Under the MoU, equipment testing can be conducted
at any laboratory based anywhere in the world, as long as it
is recognized by the importing country.

The MoU will enhance Indonesia’s telecommu-
nications equipment imports and exports, as tests by
accredited laboratories will help avoid duplicate testing.

It will also offer faster market entry to telecommu-
nications business at reduced costs, saving up to 45 days’
delivery time and up to 700 Singaporean dollars (416.60 US
dollars) per model.

In 2003, Singapore’s telecommunications equip-ment
trade with Indonesia respectively accounted for 8.3 per cent
and 10.1 per cent of Singapore’s total imports and exports.

MNA/Xinhua
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posted impressive first
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baht (307.692 million US
dollars) up from the same
quarter last year.

The 13 banks in the
sector altogether contri-
buted 25 billion baht
(641.025 million US dollars)
in net profit, compared with
13 billion baht (333.333
million US dollars) in
the first quarter in 2003,
according to on-line
news Business Day on
Thursday. Among those
banks, Bank Thai Plc (BT)
had the most favourable
growth ratio with a 425-per-
cent leap in net profit.

Calculated from profit
figures, Siam Commercial
Bank Plc (SCB) had the
biggest gain in the industry
with 6.8 billion baht (174.
358 million US dollars), or a
123-per-cent rise.

MNA/Xinhua

Under the FTA pact,
which will be Thailand’s
first free trade agreement
covering a comprehensive
list of goods and services,
the two countries will
eliminate import tariffs on
most products by 2010, the
Ministry of Commerce
said in a statement
released here Thursday.

Thailand has signed
FTAs with India and
China, but they are limited
to certain sectors.

Australia has agreed
to bring tariffs down to 0

per cent for over 5,000
import items, or 85 per
cent of the products it
totally imports from
Thailand, including fruits,
vegetables and
automobiles.

Thailand, on the other
hand, has agreed to
eliminate tariffs on 50 per
cent of imports from
Australia next year,
including  fuel and
chemical products.

The two countries are
required to eliminate
import tariffs on almost all
products by 2010.

Thailand likely to sign FTA with
Australia in mid 2004

Bangkok , 23 April — Thailand and Australia are likely to sign their bilateral
free trade area agreement (FTA) in mid 2004, which will be effective as of
January 1, 2005, according to the Ministry of Commerce of Thailand.

However, both coun-
tries can temporarily
resume higher tariffs on
specific products.

Last year, trade
between Thailand and
Australia amounted to
around 150 billion baht,
or about 3.85 billion US
dollars.

Thailand expects to
sign more FTAs with
Japan and Bahrain this
year, and with the United
States and Peru next year,
according to the
Commerce Ministry
statement. — MNA/Xinhua

More business deals struc
at 95th China Export
Commodity Fair

GuanezHou, 23 April — Business deals worth 14.89
billion US dollars were struck at the first phase of the
95th China Export Commodity Fair that opened last
Thursday in Guangzhou, capital of south China’s
Guangdong Province.

The volume of business shows a rise of 14.5 per cent
according to comparable figure of the previous fair, said
Xu Bing, the spokesman for the fair.

According to Xu, 91,511 businessmen from 200
countries and regions visited
the first phase of the two-segment fair, up 8.3 per cent.
European Union, the United States and the Middle East
are placed ahead of other regions in terms of business
deals. Manufactured goods, textile and garments,
foodstuffs and medicine were showcased at the first stage
of the fair, which ran from April 15-20.

In the second stage, from April 25 to 30, souvenirs
and gifts, and commodities for daily use will be exhibited.

China (Guangzhou) Export Commodity Fair, a
biannual event held in spring
and autumn, is dubbed the “weatherglass” of the country’s
foreign trade. Business deals worth 20.49 billion US dollars
were struck at the 94th China Export Commodity Fair.

' Dominican

SANTO DowminGo
(Dominican Republic), 23
April — The Dominican
Republic’s 300 troops in
Iraq will be returning
home in two weeks or less,
the government said on
Thursday, confirming that
Caribbean nation is pulling
out of the US-led coalition
as soon as possible.

“President Hipolito
Mejia’s desire, and ours, is
that they return as rapidly
as possible,” the secretary
of the Armed Forces, Jose
Miguel Soto Jimenez, told
a local television station.

“The Dominican
troops will return in two

MNA/Xinhua

weeks, possibly before,”

Republic’s

300 troops to leave
Iraq in two weeks

Soto Jimenez said.

Mejia’s government
said on Tuesday it would
remove its troops as soon
as possible, and Honduras
also said this week it
would bring home its 370
troops.

The decision by the
Latin American countries
followed Spain’s move to
remove its troops.

Spain, with 1,400
soldiers in Iraq, has been
in charge of troops from
the the Spanish-speaking
nations the Domini-
can Republic, Honduras,
Nicaragua and El
Salvador.

MNA/Reuters



China willing to work with Asia,
Europe to safeguard world peace

Beuing, 23 April — The world’s security situation

is undergoing profound changes and against such |a

backdrop, it is not only vital but pressing for Asia and
Europe to enhance security exchanges and cooperatig|
said a Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister here Thursday

In a keynote speech He said facing the new
delivered to a multilateral | security situation, enhancing
conference on Asia-Europe | cooperation is the only
security cooperation that | choice for countries. He
opened Thursday, Chinese | suggested that Asia and
Vice-Foreign Minister | Europe cooperate in the
Zhang Yesui said profound | following areas.

changes are taking place in First, they should

the global security situation. | stick to multilateralism
There are not only | and strengthen inter-

military conflicts arising | national cooperation and

from territorial, resources | coordination.

and ethical contradictions, Secondly, regional

conflicts should be resolved
through just and rational
means, and countries should
encourage mutual under-
standing and dialogue

but increasingly more
unconventional threats to
security such as terrorism,
proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, organized
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Bulgaria may mull fewer
troops in Irag in June

Soria, 23 April — Bulgaria will consider pulling
some troops out of Iraq at the end of June if the Uniteg

nNations passes a new resolution and power is hand
over to Iraqgi authorities, Defence Minister Nikolai

Svinarov said.

Bulgaria, a new NATO member and staunch
supporter of the US-led military operations, has promised
to keep its 450-man light infantry battalion in the southern
city of Kerbala despite Spain and other countries

withdrawing their forces.

But it has demanded the UN take over, and Svinarov
indicated the Balkan state may withdraw some of troops

once that happens.

“At this point (end-June) there will be a reformulation
of the coalition. There will be new tasks and
responsibilities. I believe that the coalition would need
fewer troops, so we will re-evaluate then,” he said on
private television station BTV late on Wednesday.

Army Chief of Staff Nikola Kolev also said 23
soldiers will head home from Kerbala next week,
potentially undermining the activities of their unit there.
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transnational crimes and the
spread of new diseases, he
said.

Besides, as economic
globalization develops and
countries’ mutual inter-
dependence deepens, se-
curity problems are no
longer confined or isolated

instead  of  fuelling
confrontations between
different civilizations.
Thirdly, political,
economic, diplomatic,
military and legal means
should be employed to cope
with security challenges
instead of resorting to force

and their influences are | only.

becoming ever more Fourthly, terrorism in

complicated, Zhang said. all forms should be
“A  comprehensive | opposed, and in the anti-

solution for security | terrorism campaign a

double standard should not
be allowed, nor should
terrorism be related to any
particular nation, ethnic
group or religion.
MNA/Xinhua

concerns is called for.
Military means alone can no
longer meet the challenges
and extreme use of force
will only bring more turmoil
to the world,” he said.

Another power blackout
hit part of Singapore

SiNneAPoORE, 23 April — A power blackout on
Thursday night hit five blocks of flats in Singapore’s

Bedok North Street 4, less than two weeks after an hour

long power failure in the northwestern part of the island

state.

According to local Press reports, Thursday night’s
blackout occurred at around 7.50 p.m. local time, and it was
attributed to a cable fault in a substation in the Bedok
industrial area, southeastern part of Singapore.

A spokesman for the SP PowerGrid (Singapore Power)
confirmed that the power failure lasted for nearly an hour.

On April 13, a power blackout, which was reportedly
caused by a cable installation equipment fault, hit the
northwestern part of the city state, plunging 80,000

households into darkness.

That blackout was described as Singapore’s biggest in

12 years. — MNA/Xinhua
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Iran urges US to end
sanctions completely

PuTRAHAYA (MALAYSIA ), 23 April — US sanctions on
Iran should be completely lifted, rather than temporarily
suspended, if Washington wants to show a willingness
improve relations with Teheran, a senior Iranian diplomat

said on Thursday.

The Bush Admini-
stration extended for another
90 days, effective from
March 25, the temporary
suspension of some
sanctions on Iran that were
eased to speed relief supplies
after a  devastating
earthquake last December.

Iran’s Deputy
Minister for International
and Legal Affairs Gholamali
Khoshrou, in Malaysia for a
meeting of Islamic nations,
said the imposition of
sanctions had no basis in the
first place.

“Thelifting of sanctions
should be a complete and
comprehensive one in order
to see the signs of
willingness orimprovement
in the attitude of the US
towards Iran,” he told

Reutersn the sidelines of a
meeting of the Organization
of Islamic Conference.

The decision to renew
the suspension, which had
been due to expire last
month, became public this
week, as the United States
faces anincreasingly chaotic
conflictin Iraq and is looking
to neighbouring countries,
such as Iran, to help calm
the situation.

But a US State Depart-
ment official, speaking
anonymously, said he did
not believe the issue
received the kind of high-
level attention that normally
would occur if the
administration was planning
to send Iran a meaningful
signal.

MNA/Reuters
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Jiangxi to raise huge
money to expand
high-school enrollment

NANCHANG, 23 April — East China’s Jiangxi Province
plans to raise six billion yuan (723 million dollars) in the
next three years to expand local high-school education with
more enrollment.

The huge investment will include 4.2 billion yuan (506
million dollars) of loans from the State Development Bank,
one of the country’s policy banks, and 1.8 billion yuan (217
million dollars) from local sources.

Under the scheme, Jiangxi will put the money into
upgrading and expanding local 176 high schools, to increase
enrollment from the current 724,000 to one million, and to
ensure that high-quality teaching and facilities are available

10 kilos of heroin seized in Pakistan

IsLamaBAD , 23 April — Pakistani police Wednesda

seized 10 kilos of heroin at the highway near Peshaw:
City, bordering Afghanistan.

A report of the Dawn
newspaper Thursday quoted
police sources as saying that
a police team stopped a
suspected car, recovered the

contraband and nabbed one

drug-smuggling suspect.
Local police have
registered a case against the
accused and investigations
areunderway, said the Dawn

for 600,000 high school students.
The project is expected to help 60 per cent of students
who graduate from middle schools continue their study in
Ahigh schools, compared with the current 44.6 per cent.

MNA/Xinhua
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BUILD UP KMOWLEDGE
BY READIRG AWD LEARRIRD

Thousands of hooks are waiting Lo give you
konowledge free of charge

ADUERTISEMENTS

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V. QING CHUN MEN
VOY: NO (071)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V. QING CHUN
MEN Voy No (071) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 25-4-2004 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A-W.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expences and subject to the by laws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 amto 11.20
am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S INTERASIA LINES
Phone Nos. 256908/ 378316/ 376797

INVITATION FOR TENDER
No. 001/M E/2004-2005

Sealed Tender from eligible suppliers are invited for
the supply of Reconditioned HO 7C/HO 7D, Engine Ass'y
(HP 175) @ Gear Box Ass'y (46) Sets & Reconditioned
Hino/Nissan Rear Axle Ass'y (Capacity - 14 Ton) (Gear
Ratio 41:6) (47) Sets prices to be quoted in Myanmar Kyats

- Yangon.

(a) Tender Documents are available at the Office of
procurement & Stores Department, Head Office,
Road Transport, No. 375, Bogyoke Aung San Street,
Yangon - Myanmar, Commencing on 26th; April

2004.

(b) Tender will be closed on 4th; May 2004 at 12:00

hours.

(c) The Road Transport reserves the right to reject any
or all Tenders without furnishing reasons.

(d) Detailed information will be available at the Office
of the procurement & Stores Department, or contact
Phone Nos. (01) 252574 or (01) 376549.

Managing Director,
Road Transport.

TRADE MARK CAUTION
Eli Lilly and Company,
a Company incorporated in
the State of Indiana, United
States of Americaof Lilly Cor-

Annan urges Cypriots to vote for unity plan

UNITED NATIONS, 23 April
— United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan ap-
pealed on Wednesday to
Cypriots to vote for the UN’s
Cyprus unification plan,
warning of “extremely diffi-
cult” prospects of unifying
the island state otherwise.

Speaking to reporters at
the UN Headquarters in New
York, Annan said that the
Saturday referenda in the
divided-Cyprus would go
ahead as scheduled.

“The request for post-
ponement has not come from
any of the main protago-
nists. The parties to the talks
have not called for a post-
ponement and therefore we
are not considering that,” he
said.

He said Cypriots should

realize that they would make
a historic decision on Satur-
day, which would “allow a
reunited Cyprus to find its
place in Europe” or “main-
tain the division that has ex-
isted for so long”.

“T hope they will really,
really think hard before they
cast their vote,” he stressed.
“Thisis an opportunity Thope
they will not miss.”

If the unity plan is re-
jected, Annan warned, “the
plan will be dead, and my
role (as mediator) would
have ended”.

“This does not mean that
they (Cypriots) may not try
and find other means of mov-
ing forward. But I think it’s
going to be extremely diffi-
cult.” Annan said the inter-
national community has ex-

pressed lots of support for a
reunited Cyprus entering the
European Union on May 1,
with assurances given on
economic aid and the UN
Security Council’s indicat-
ing willingness to send
peacekeepers.

The Security Council is
currently holding intense
consultations on adraftreso-
lution which would endorse
the unity plan and create a
new peacekeeping mission
for Cyprus.

The unity plan, if ap-
proved in the Saturday refer-
enda, will allow a unified
Cyprus to join the European
Union on May 1. Otherwise,
the block will only admit the
internationally-recognized
Greek Cypriot govern-
ment.—MNA/Xinhua

porate Center, Indianapolis,
U.S.A,, is the Owner of the
following Trade Marks:-

DOBUTREX
Reg. No. 600/2004

HUMULIN
Reg. No. 601/2004
AXID

Reg. No. 602/2004

DISTACLOR
Reg. No. 603/2004

in respect of “pharmaceuti-
cal preparations”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Marks will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A,H.GP.,,DB.L
for Eli Lilly and

Company

P.O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 24 April 2004

Putin vows to

Moscow, 23 April —
Russian President Vladimir
Putin said Wednesday that
Russia holds a positive atti-
tude to the enlargement of
the European Union (EU),
and vowed to enhance eco-
nomic, humanitarian, law
enforcement and anti-terror-
istcooperation with the bloc.

Speaking at a joint Press
conference held with visit-
ing Italian Prime Minister
Silvio Berlusconi, Putin said
cooperation between Russia
and the EU “develops dy-
namically on the whole”, the
ITAR-TASS news agency
reported.

He said Russia’s ongo-
ing dialogue with the EU —
which s scheduled to add 10
new members on May 1 and
will push eastward its influ-
ence to Russia’s borders —

develop Russia-EU relations

has “become more construc-
tive “ after experiencing dif-
ficulties.

Putin also expressed his
belief that both Russia and
the EU will find mutually
acceptable solutions to the
concerns that Moscow holds
over the EU’s expansion.

“There are no problems
that cannot be settled,”
Interfaxquoted Putin as say-
ing.

On his part, Berlusconi,
who arrived here Tuesday
for a two-day visit, said he
will continue working to
bring Russia and the EU
closer.

“Only with Russia can
the EU developinto a greater
Europe that can loudly ex-
pressits opinion about world
affairs and become a true
partner of the United States,”

Israeli army kills three
militants in West Bank

TurLkarm(West Bank),
23 April — Israeli troops
shot dead on Thursday three
wanted Palestinian militants
in the West Bank town of
Tulkarm, Palestinian medi-
cal sources said.

Witnesses said Israeli
soldiers raided the town at
dawn and started shooting
intensively. The medical
sources said all three men
were wanted militants from
the al-Agsa Martyrs Bri-
gades, part of Palestinian
chairman Yasser Arafat’s
Fatah group. There was no
immediate comment from
the Israeli Army.

One of the militants had
been shot at close range in
the head and stomach,
medics said. It was unclear
whether the men were armed
at the time of the shooting.

The shootings occured
one day after Israeli soldiers
killed nine Palestinians, in-
cluding four gunmen, dur-
ing a raid in the town of Bet
Lahiya in the Gaza Strip.

The Army said it was
searching for militants firing
makeshift rockets at Israeli
towns and Jewish settlements
inGaza. During theraid, troops
came under heavy fire from
gunmen.—MNA/Reuters

Rainstorm
kills three in

south Nigeria

Lacos, 23 April — At
least three people were feared
dead in a rainstorm that hit
1zzi of Ebonyi State, south
Nigeria, the News Agency o
Nigeria reported Wednes-
day.

Joseph Nwaonuma,
chairman of the Izzi local
government, was quoted as
saying that the rainstorm hit
the area on Tuesday, which
also claimed about 1,000
people injured.

According to the official,
seven communities in the
state were affected includ-
ing Iboko, Ikelagu, Ndiogbi,
Mgbalukwu, Ndubia,
Igbeagu and Ndi-Nwuda.

“Almostall the buildings
in the council’s headquar-
ters were badly damaged, in-
cluding the administrative
block, legislative block,
health department and the
chairman’s residential quar-
ters,” he said.

MNA/Xinhua

Nigeria arrests 15 fake
drug dealers

ABUIA, 23 April —Nige-
rian National Agency for
Food and Drug Administra-
tion and Control (NAFDAC)
has arrested 15 persons in

f connection with the impor-
tation and distribution of 7.5
million naira (about 55,550
US dollars’) worth of fake
drugs in the country.

A statementissued by the
NAFDAC Wednesday in the
Nigerian capital Abuja said
that the suspects were appre-
hended at the Onitsha Bridge
head market in Anambra,
south Nigeria.

The statement said the
suspects were arrested fol-
lowing an intensive surveil-
lance carried out by the
agency.

Director of NAFDAC
Enforcement Directorate
Dioka Ejionueme led the
operation. He was quoted as
saying the shops and ware-

biotics and other fast selling
medicines were seized from
the offenders. The over 50
brands of fake drugs im-
pounded include Ampiclox
capsules, Cataflam tablets,
Moduretic tablets,
Augmentn Injection, Tetra-
cycline capsules, Ashmanol
tablets and Halfan syrup.
The arrest of the suspects
attested to NAFDAC’s re-
solve to forge ahead with its
battle against fake drugs
“evenin the face of threats to
the lives of the leadership
and properties of the
agency”, said Ejionueme.
About 80 per cent of
drugs in all major pharmacy
shops in Lagos, the largest
commercial city in the coun-
try, were fake or counterfeit.
Worse still, atleast 7 per cent
out of the fake or counterfeit
drugs are dangerous.
MNA/Xinhua

the Italian Prime Minister
said.

Earlier, when attending
an opening ceremony of an
Italian washing machine
plant in the city of Lipetsk,
some 400 kilometres south
of Moscow, Berlusconi
pledged to stimulate Italian
investment and to open more
enterprises in Russia.

Putin welcomed more
investment from Italy, which
he said is Russia’s second
largest trade partner, and
vowed to continue creating a
“comfortable” economic,
administrative and cultural
environment for foreign in-
vestors.

Reports here said the two
leaders have developed a
close personal friendship and
Berlusconi is seen as one of
Putin’s closest allies in Eu-
rope. —MNA/Xinhua

houses belonging to the sus-
pects had been shut down.
The statement said anti-

DoN’' T sMOKE

Briton returns
Malta library
book after

42 years

VALLETA, 23 April — A
former British Royal Air
Force employee hasreturned
a history book to the Malta
public library 42 years after
heborrowed itand was given
a cup of coffee instead of a
fine.

Ernie Roscouet, a resi-
dent of the Channel Islands,
inadvertently packed the
book when he left Malta in
June 1962 and returned it
when his wife gave him a
holiday to Malta as his 65th
birthday present.

“It’s actually been on my
conscience all this time,” he
told the Times of Maltaews-
paper. Although he expected
a fine he was given a cup of
coffee instead.

“Perhaps this story will
encourage others to bring
back overdue books,” librar-
ian Joe Debattista said.

MNA/Reuters
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Hours after the two-man crew of astronaut Edward M. Fincke (L) and cosmon
Gennady |. Padalka arrived at the International Space Station , one of the gyroscafiegeasing,” said WHO Di-
that keeps the orbiting outpost steady failed, and NASA said on 22 April, 2004 tha¢@or-General Lee Jong-

spacewalk would be needed to fix it. The gyroscope problem stemmed from an uneexy-
ing failure in a circuit breaker on one of the external girders on the station, a NASA “Bettertreatmentisavail-
space station manager said. Fincke and Padalka pose for their crew portrait in S$tasle and must be delivered
City, Russia in March 2004~ INTERNET

Over 600 million urgently need
effective malaria treatment

GENEVA, 23 April—More than 600 million people, most of them children living in
sub-Saharan Africa, face the daily threat of death from malaria because new, effective
treatments are not available where they live, the World Health Organization (WHO)

said Thursday.

Existing, cheaper medi-
cines, which have been used
for many years, are no longer
effective in most places be-
cause the malaria parasite has
developed resistance to them,
the UN agency said.

“Atleastone million chil-
dren die every year in Africa
frommalaria. Several million
more become seriously ill. In
many places, they are still
given medicines whose ef-

ufectiveness is very low and

urgently to the people who

need it most,” he said.

Artemisinin-based com-
bination therapies (ACTs)
provide ahighly effective new
medicine to treat malaria for
the first time in more than 20
years. But despite some
progress, the new treatment
has not become available as
widely oras quickly asitneeds
to. Since April 2001, WHO
has strongly recommended
that countries where there is
resistance to conventional
treatments should switch to
ACTs.

However, at around two
US dollars for an adult dose,
ACTs cost 10 to 20 times as
much as the old
monotherapies such as chlo-

roquine. For most countries in
Africa, external funding will
be required.

In 2002, the Global Fund
to Fight AIDS, TB (tubercu-
losis) and Malaria started to
make significant funds avail-
abletocountriesinneed. Since
then, 15 countries in Africa
and 14 countries outside Af-
rica have started using ACTs.

WHO’s renewed call for
amore rapid change to ACTs
comes as the world com-
memorates Africa Malaria
Day on April 25. This year’s
theme is “children for chil-
dren to roll back malaria”.
Young children under five are
the main victims of malaria.

MNA/Xinhua

Study blames corn syrup for rise of
diabetes in US

WasHINGTON, 23 April—Corn syrup and other refined foods may be much to blame for the huge increase i
Type-2 diabetes in the United States over the past few decades, US researchers said on Thursday.

A study of nearly 100
years of data on what Ameri-
cans eat show ahuge increase
in processed carbohydrates,
especially corn syrup, and a
large drop in the amount of
fibre from whole grains, fruits
and vegetables.

It parallels a spike in the
number of cases of Type-2
diabetes, caused by thebody’s
increasing inability to prop-
erly metabolize sugars.

Mexico captures
major drug

suspect

Mexico Crry, 23 April—
Mexican police on Wednes-
day arrested suspected Guate-
malan drug trafficker Otto
Herrera, believed to be one of
the principal smugglers of
drugs from Central America
to the United States via
Mexico. Herrera, high on
Washington’s wanted list and
a fugitive from Guatemalan
justice for the past year, was
arrested at Mexico City air-
port, Attorney General Rafael
Macedo de la Concha told a
news conference on Wednes-
day evening. “He was wanted
by the authorities in the United
States, Guatemala, El Salva-
dor and Panama, who consid-
ered him responsible for the
shipments by speedboat that
operatedin Central America,”
Macedo said. “With this ar-
rest, we are succeeding in
breaking up the leadership of
acriminal organization linked
to the most significant trans-
fer, distribution and sale of
narcotics in Central America,
whose operations included
Mexico and the United
States.” — MNA/Reuters

“We are seeing this big
jump in the number of calo-
ries,” that people are eating,
Dr. Lee Gross, a family phy-
sician at the Inter-Medic
Medical Groupin North Port,
Florida, who led the study,
said in a telephone interview.

“We tried to break down
where are these calories com-
ing from? Wehave heardeve-
ryone debating is it because
of fat, is it because of carbo-
hydrate and it is not really
clear,” Gross added.

“This shows the increase
in the past 20 years is almost
exclusively carbohydrates
and certainly cornsyrup con-
sumption has increased dra-
matically.” Gross said he
was not “picking on the corn
syrup industry”, but added,
“It is hard to ignore the fact
that 20 per cent of our carbo-
hydrates are coming from
corn syrup — 10 per cent of
our total calories.”

An estimated 16 million
Americans have Type-2 dia-

betes, the sixth leading cause
of death overall. And many
studies have linked a high
intake of refined carbohy-
drates and other foods with a
high “glycemic index” with
the development of diabetes.
Foods with a high
glycemic index cause a spike
in insulin production. Many
experts agree that, over time,
repeatedly eating foods in this
pattern can cause insulin re-
sistance, which in turn leads
to diabetes. — MNA/Reuters

Bolivia signs accord to sell
natural gas to Argentina

Buenos AIrRes, 23 April—Argentine President Nestor Kirchner and his Bolivian
counterpart, Carlos Mesa, inked the Buenos Aires Declaration on Wednesday o
Bolivia's export of natural gas to Argentina in the next six months.

In the declaration, Bo-
livia decided to sell four mil-
lion cubic metres of natural
gas to Argentina per day in
the coming half year in a bid
to ease Argentina’s energy
crisis. The gas export period
couldbe extended for another
six months if necessary. But
the declaration clearly stated
that Argentina could not

resell the gas to Chile, with
which Bolivia has a century-
old border dispute including
arift over a sea outlet.

Kirchner expressed his
thanks to Bolivia for increas-
ing gas export to his country.
“Argentina will help Bolivia
develop the natural gas in-
dustry,” he said.

Mesa said his country

Thailand to launch new research
centre to boost shrimp breeding

n Banckok , 23 April—Thailand is launching a new
research centre dedicated to the development of shrimp
breeding in a bid to boost the Thai competitive edge in the
lucrative international shrimp market, the Thai News

Agency reported Thursday.

The new centre repre-
sents collaboration between
fouragencies: the Royal Thai
Navy, Prince of Songkhla
University, Mahidol Univer-
sity and the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology.

Under the auspices of
the National Centre for Ge-
netic Engineering and Bio-
technology (BIOTEC), the
centre will conduct research
and developmentinto shrimp
breeding and transmit this
knowledge to shrimp farm-

ers, while at the same time
supporting the development
of Thailand’s black tiger
prawn farming industry.
BIOTEC director Morakot
Tanticharoen was quoted as
saying that the most press-
ing problems facing shrimp
farmers in Thailand today
are the lack of parent
broodstock, the environmen-
tal impact of shrimp farm-
ing and concerns over
chemical residues.
MNA/Xinhua

will sign a “mid- and long-
term” energy accord with
Argentina with the approval
of the Congress.

The President has called
foraJuly 18 referendum to let
the Bolivian people decide
whether the country’s gas re-
sources should be exported or
used for domestic develop-
ment. — MNA/Xinhua

g

Global semiconductor market to
grow by 29% in 2004

L os ANGELES, 23 April—Global semiconductor market is expected to grow by 29
per-cent in 2004, much faster than it did in 2003 with an 18.3 per cent growth
according to a study released by In-Stat/MDR on Wednesday.

In-Stat/MDR, aUS high-
tech market research firm
which accurately forecast the
2003 worldwide semiconduc-
tor sales growth with a mere
0.2 per-cent disparity, said
global chip sales will reach
214.7 billion US dollars in
2004, vying with 2000 for
record-high annual revenue.

The global semiconduc-
tor market suffered a disas-
trous 32 per cent decline in
2001 and a lackluster 2002.

“Although we do not ex-
pectareplay of 2001 anytime
soon, the strength of the cur-
rent recovery should not be
interpreted as a return to the
good old days,” said Mark

Kirstein, general manager of
In-Stat/MDR.

He noted that fundamen-
tal changes are taking place
in both demand and supply
aspects of the semiconductor
market that will cause the next
decade to be significantly
different from the last.
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A grasshopper sits in a pasture near Verdigre in northeast
Nebraska, in this file photo from 15 July, 2002. Nebraska
and other drought-stricken Western states have been
warning of a massive grasshopper infestation since last fall.
The insects are more prevalent in dry years, and much of the

MNA/Xinhua

West is in the midst of a multi-year drought INTERNET
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Games".

China hopes to strike four
weightlifting golds in Athens

CHANGsHA (China), April 23 — China hopes to strike for four gold
medals in the Olympic weightlifting tournament in Athens, a top
Chinese weightlifting official said here on Thursday.

Ma Wenguang, director of the weightlifting centre of the State
Sports General Administration of China, said that "the Chinese
strongwomen are expected to reap three to four gold medals while
their men compatriots for one to two titles at the Athens Olympic

The women gold hopefuls are in the classes of 48kg, 58kg, 69kg
and 75kgs and the Chinese strongmen also enjoy their upperhands in
the categories of 56kg, 62kg, 69kg, 77kg and 85kg.

Ma, who was attending the national women's weightlifting
championships in Yongzhou, Hunan Province, also a trial for the
Olympic Games, singled out Wu Meijing and Le Maosheng as the
hot favourites to reap gold medals for China, while injured Wang
Mingjuan is another strong bet after she made a clean sweep in the
2003 World Weightlifting Championships. — MNA/Xinhua

Cup holders Red Star, who lead the First
Division by three points over Partizan with
four matches left, deserved to win a volatile
match marred by reckless tackles on a slip-
pery pitch.

They will start the final as strong favour-
ites against Buducnost Banatski Dvor who
upset Obilic Belgrade 2-1.

Pantelic, who scored the winner against
Red Star when he played for Sartid
Smederevo in last year's final, was left un-
marked in the 14th minute after a quick
throw in and slid the ball past advancing
goalkeeper Ivica Kralj.

"I've dreamt of this goal since my child-
hood and it's only right that I was able to set
the record straight after robbing Red Star of

Marseille's Habib Beye (L) challenges Newcastle United's Alan Shearer (R) in
UEFA Cup semi-final, first leg soccer match at St James' Park, Newcastle, on 22
2004.The match finished 0-8: INTERNET

Marseille denied by post in Newcastle stalemat
NewcasTLE (EncLAND), 23 April — Olympique Marseille were denied by the
woodwork as they battled to a 0-0 draw with Newcastle United in a tense UEFA Cy
semifinal first leg at St. James’ Park on Thursday.

Newcastle applied most of the pressure
but were spared a damaging defeat when a
stunning volley by the French team’s striker
Didier Drogba hit the inside of the post and
bounced out. The hosts, missing key players
in Wales striker Craig Bellamy and England
midfielders Kieron Dyer and Jermaine Jenas
through injury, had their best chance when
Gary Speed pounced on the ball after captain
Alan Shearer’s free kick was parried but fired
wide.

Marseille, who knocked out Inter Milan
and Liverpool in previous rounds, will look to
make the most of home advantage in the
second leg at the Stade Velodrome in two
weeks. “There were chances at both ends,
particularly in the first half, and it was a very,
very even game as we thought it would be,”
Shearer, the former England striker, told ITV
Sport “But our first and main priority tonight

was not to concede. We’ve done that, so this
tie is very very much alive.

“We always fancy our chances to score
goals and I'm sure we can do that away from
home.” Marseille did ride their luck at times,
notably when Shola Ameobi wasted two early
chances to put the Premier League side ahead.

Ameobi was presented with his first
opportunity when Laurent Robert curled a
free kick into the penalty area but the tall
striker misjudged the flight of the ball and
missed an easy chance. Two minutes later, he
was set free by Shearer’s flick following Shay
Given’s long clearance but blasted the ball
straight at goalkeeper Fabien Barthez who
saved with his knee. Drogba outwitted New-
castledefender Andy O’ Brien midway through
the first half after Hugo Viana had lost posses-
sion in midfield but his low shot was saved by
Given. —MNA/Reuters

the cup last season," said Pantelic after
scoring his first goal for Red Star against
Partizan.

Partizan had made the brighter start and
should have scored inside the first minute
when Miroslav Radovic headed wide from
an ideal position after a good cross by Ivica
Tliev.

But after the lapse in concentration by
Partizan's bewildered back four, who stood
and watched as Pantelic scored, Red Star
regained their composure.

Indeed, they could have had a second in
the 20th minute when Nikola Zigic headed

Red Star reach Cup final to close in on double
BeLGrADE, 23 April— Red Star Belgrade beat bitter city rivals Partizan 1-0 in the
Serbia and Montenegro Cup semifinal on Wednesday to edge closer to a domestic
double thanks to an early goal from striker Marko Pantelic.

into the ground and just over the bar from
close range after good work by Marjan
Markovic.

Kralj then did well to deny Zigic in the
34th minute, when he stopped his volley
from inside the box after left back Milivije
Vitakic raced clear and delivered a superb
low cross.

Partizan dominated the second half but to
no great effect as Red Star's defence held
firm and prevented their rivals from muster-
ing a single shot on goal. — MNA/Reuters

Grizzlies Brown named
Coach of the Year

WSHINGTON, 23 April — Memphis Griz-
zlies head coach Hubie Brown beat Jerry
Sloan of the Utah Jazz to win the Coach of
the Year award of the NBA Wednesday.

Brown won 466 points, including 62 first-
place votes, from a ballot of sportswriters
and broadcasters in the United States and
Canada, with Sloan receiving 424 points at
second. The 70-year-old Brown led the
Grizzlies to a franchise-record of 50-32 sea-
son and the first playoff appearance.

Brown, who took the Grizzlies in the
2002-03 season, won the award in 1977-78
as coach of the Atalanta Hawks.

MNA/Xinhua

Porto, European champions in 1987 and
UEFA Cup winners last season, were in
control for almost the entire game but a
hard-working Deportivo side kept them at

hBay.

APriith the game drifting towards a goal-
less draw, Deportivo had Jorge Andrade
sent off three minutes from time for a need-

eless kick on Deco Souza.

The Portuguese centre-back will miss

Pthe second leg and his absence, along with
that of booked midfielder Mauro Silva, will
be a threat to Depor's hopes of reaching a
first European final.

"The referee was very rigorous as Jorge
was really just having a joke by kicking out
at an old friend but it's up to him to make
those judgements," Mauro Silva told Span-
ish television.

"It's a real shame that both me and him
will miss the next game but you can't control
those sort of things in the heat of the mo-
ment."

Tuesday's semifinal saw a more decisive
result with Monaco taking a big step to-
wards the final in Gelsenkirchen, Germany
on May 26 with a 3-1 victory at home to

Nerves get better of Porto, Deportivo
PorTo (Portugal), 23 April — Deportivo Coruna held Porto to a goalless draw in a
jittery Champions League semifinal first leg on Wednesday that featured few clear
chances and only occasional moments of quality.

Chelsea.

Porto's coveted midfielder Maniche
Ribeiro hit the bar with a sublime chip from
25 metres after an hour in what was without
question the best moment of the second
semifinal, played at the Portuguese side's
beautiful new Dragao stadium.

There was another close call for Deportivo
when their defender Noureddine Naybet al-
most provided an own goal and Porto substi-
tute Edgaras Jankauskas should then have
scored with a header from a dangerous free
kick by Deco Souza late on.

Deportivo had only one opportunity to
claimanaway goal that would have put them
in control of the tie, Walter Pandiani volley-
ing wide from inside the penalty area after
being left unmarked in the ninth minute.

La Coruna is just 275 kilometres from
Porto across the border and the game had the
feel of a local derby throughout.

To reach the semifinals, Deportivo had
needed a heroic 4-0 win in the second leg of
their quarterfinal against AC Milan after a4-
1 defeatin the away game and their objective
in Porto was clearly to avoid a similar result.

MNA/Reuters

Top seeds go forward

Paris, 23 April — Britain's No 1 Tim
Henman and Argentine top player Guillermo
Coria moved ahead into the third round of
the Monte Carlo Masters on Wednesday.

Last year's runner-up Coria, the number
three seed, had an easy work to beat German
Nicolas Kiefer 6-0,6-3, while Henman sealed
ahard fight against his least favourite, beat-
ing Spanish baseliner David Sanchez 6-3, 6-
7,6-3.

In other games, Marat Safin avenged his
Davis Cup loss earlier this year to Max
Mirnyi with a 6-4, 6-3 victory over the
Belarus and Lleyton Hewitt overcame a
nightmare start to beat Argentine Gaston
Gaudio 1-6, 7-6, 6-1.

Henman will face either Spaniard
Feliciano Lopez or Chile's Nicolas Massu in

in Monte Carlo Masters

the third round.

Coria has won his last 22 matches on clay
and has only lost four games in his two
rounds in Monte Carlo.

Spain's Carlos Moya, winner in 1998 and
finalist in 2002, had the easiest task of the
day. His opponent, Finn Jarkko Nieminen,
pulled out with a broken right wrist and the
fifth seed made it directly into the third
round.

The 14th-seeded Dutchman Martin
Verkerk, surprising French Open finalist last
year, was knocked out by Croatian Ivan
Ljubicic 6-3, 6-2.

Fabrice Santoro celebrated a record 14th

year at the tournament, beating American  Guillermo Coria of Argentina returns the ball to Nicolas Kiefer of Germany during the

Taylor Dent 6-3, 6-2 to reach the third round.
MNA/Xinhua

second round of the Monte Carlo Masters tennis open, in Monaco on 21 April, 2004.

Coria defeated Kiefer, 6-0 , 6-3— INTRERNET
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Increased power generation gives extra impetus to building modern, developed nation
Secretary-1 inspects hydel power projects and multi-purpose dam projects in Bago Division

YANGON, 23 April —
Chairman of the National
Electric Power Development
Project Work Committee
Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Soe Win in-
spected hydel power projects
and multi-purpose dam
projects in Bago Division
today.

Accompanied by mem-
ber of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than, Min-
ister for National Planning
and Economic Development
U Soe Tha, Minister for En-
ergy Brig-Gen Lun Thi,
Deputy Minister for Forestry
Brig-Gen Tin Naing Thein,
Deputy Minister for Electric
Power U Myo Myint, offi-
cials of the State Peace and
Development Council Office
and heads of department, the
Secretary-1 left here by heli-
copter for Shwegyin Hydro-
electric Power Project in
Shwegyin Township, Bago
Division, at 8 am today. On
arrival at the project the Sec-
retary-1 and party were wel-
comed by Chairman of Bago
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander
of Southern Command Maj-
Gen Ko Ko and officials.

At the briefing hall,
Deputy Minister U Myo
Myint reported to the Secre-
tary-1 on salient points of
the project located near
Kyauknaga Village six miles
northeast of Shwegyin town,
plans to build a zoned type
rock fill dam, laying of foun-
dation for the dam, progress
in building of a concrete
separation wall, and mini-
mizing costs; Director of Hy-
droelectric Power Depart-
ment U Kyi Soe on comple-
tion of the separation wall up
to 70 per cent, and plans to
build an outflow pipe, power
intake, spillway, sub-spill-
way, sub-power station and
power station.

After giving instructions,
the Secretary-1 said that it is
common knowledge that the
nation can take pride in its
achievements in building
roads, bridges and dams
needed in developing the
nation after 1988. With their

|

I Lok
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects project site of Khabaung Multi-purpose Dam in Ottwin Township, Bago-Bivision.

amazing ability, Myanmar
engineers have made dreams
come true and implemented
projects presumed impossi-
ble in the past. Electricity is
specially required at present.
Increased power generation
will give extra impetus to
building a modern and de-
veloped nation.

Thus, the State has been
giving priority toimplement-
ing power projects. Itis gath-
ering capital to invest in hy-
droelectric power projects
which need much financial
power to implement. It is
time electrical engineers
showed their ability in the
nation-building task.

Generally, there are dif-
ficulties in building roads,
bridges and dams in the early
period. Now, the nation has
gained much experience in
the construction task. Thus,
efforts will have to be made
for early completion of the
hydroelectric power projects
including the Shwegyin
Project. Earlier completion
of the project will bring ben-
efits to the nation sooner.

Next, the Secretary-1 and
party viewed the area of
Shwegyin Hydroelectric
Power Project and progress

Aerial view of Khabaung Multi-purpose Dam Project being implemented in Ottwin Township, Bago Divigion.

of work. Deputy Minister U
Myo Myint reported on the
scale model of the dam for
the project. Afterwards, the
Secretary-1 and party in-
spected preparations for
building the diversion tun-
nel, construction of concrete
separation wall, conditions
of heavy machinery and qual-
ity of concrete used at the
separation wall.

Shwegyin Hydroelectric
Power Project is one of the
hydroelectric projects being
implemented at the Sittoung
Basin. The project will gen-
erate 75 megawatt of elec-
tricity from flow of water at
the 3,610 feet long and 185
feet high dam located on
Shwegyin Creek.

Next, the Secretary-1and
party proceeded to Yenwe
Multi-Purpose Dam Project
in Kyaukdaga Township.

At the briefing hall, Di-
rector U Khin Maung Yu of
Construction-1 of Irrigation
Departmentreported oncon-
struction of the dam and
progress of tasks.

Deputy Minister U Myo
Myint reported on matters
related to tasks of Depart-
mentof Hydroelectric Power
in the work. After hearing

the reports, the Secretary-1
gaveinstructions that Yenwe
Project can generate 25
megawatt of electricity and
irrigate farmlands. There-
fore, the Irrigation Depart-
ment and the Department of
Hydroelectric Power are to
coordinate in the tasks.

The Secretary-1 and
party viewed the project site.

They also saw over con-
struction of the exit and en-
trance of the power intake
tunnel. Yenwe Multi-pur-
pose Dam Project can gener-
ate electricity and supply
water for agricultural pur-
pose. The project is being
implemented on Yenwe
Creek 2.5 miles south of
Myochaung Village,
Kyaukdaga Township.

On arrival at Kunchaung
Hydroelectric Power Project
in Pyu Township, the Secre-
tary-1 heard reports on fea-
sibility study for the project,
arrangements for building
the dam and hydel power
buildings presented by
Deputy Minister U Myo
Myint. Director U Maw Tha
Htwe of Construction-3 of
DHE reported on construc-
tion of the dam, spillway,
conduit and control tower,

building of the power intake,
laying of penstock steel pipe-
line and construction of the
power plant and progress of
tasks.

The Secretary-1 gave in-
structions that generating of
electricity is a noble task for
fulfilling power demand of
the people. So, the workers
are to discharge duty in the
project with goodwill. Next,
the Secretary-1 and party
viewed implementation of
the project. They also in-
spected construction of the
dam and approach tunnel-1
and progress in building the
tunnel. Kunchaung Hydro-
electric Power Project is be-
ing implemented on Kun
Creek nine miles southwest
of Pyu. Workers are striving
for completion of construc-
tion tasks including the 1,260
feet long and 240 feet high
dam earlier than schedule.

On completion, the dam
can generate 60 megawatt of
electricity and supply water
for agricultural purpose.

On arrival at Pyu Creek
Multi-purpose Dam Project
in Pyu Township, the Secre-
tary-1 heard reports by offi-
cials concerned on facts
about the project and con-

struction of a 755-metre-long
diversion tunnel, an intake
tunnel and hydropower
buildings. Deputy Minister
U Myo Myint and Deputy
Director-General of the Irri-
gation Department U Khin
Zaw gave supplementary re-
ports. With regard to the re-
ports, the Secretary-1 gave
instructions and inspected
construction site. On com-
pletion of the project, the
hydro electric power station
will have a capacity to gen-
erate 40 megawatts and it
will be able to irrigate farm-
lands.

Afterwards, the Secre-
tary-1  proceeded to
Khabaung Multi-purpose
Dam Project in Ottwin
Township in the afternoon.
Director of Construction
Group-5 of the Irrigation
Department U Victor re-
ported on construction of
diversion tunnel, spillway,
diversion weir and embank-
ment and work progress sec-
tor-wise; and the deputy min-
ister, on tasks being carried
out by the Hydel-Electric
Power Department and
progress of work. The Sec-
retary-1 gave instructions on

(See page 8)




