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National race leaders with farsightedness assembled on
Panglong soil and restored the fine tradition of national unity
Prime Minister hosts dinner in honour of cultural

troupes of border regions

YancGon, 18 April—
Chairman of the Work
Committee for Development
of Border Areas and Na-
tional Races Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt hosted
a dinner in honour of cul-
tural troupe members of
border areas — Jiangphaw
national race of Sumprabum
region in Kachin State,
Rawan national race of
Nagmon region, Kokang
national race of Laukkai and
Kongyan regions in Shan
State (North), Wa national

- B

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt presents gifts to a cultural troupe member of border regians.—"

race of Pangsan region,
Akha national race of
Kengtung region in Shan
State (East), Yun national
race of Pahlyo and Kenglat
regions, Shan national race
of  Kengtwang and
Kengkham regions in Shan
State (South), Pa-O national
race of Kyauktalon region,
Kayah national race of
Moebye region in Kayah
State, Kayin national race of
Mawchi region, Mon na-
tional race of southern part
of Ye region in Mon State,

Kayin national race of
Hlaingbwe region of Kayin
State, Mon national race of
Chaungchi  region in
Taninthayi Division, Thet
national race of Maungtaw
region in Rakhine State,
Chin national race of
Thantlang region in Chin
State, Kadu national race of
Pinlebu-Banmauk region in
Sagaing Division and Naga
national race of Nanyun-
Panhsaung who took part in
Yangon Maha Thingyan
Festival 2004, at Mya Yeik

Four political objectives (l
Stability of the State, community peace an
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order
National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring State Consti
tution

Building of a new modern developed natior
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives
Development of agriculture as the base and alL
round development of other sectors of th
economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system
Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad
The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and thq
national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-
ards of the entire nation

Nyo Hotel this evening.
Present at the dinner
were Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe, wife of Chairman of
the Work Committee for
Development of Border Ar-
eas and National Races Prime
Minister General Khin
Nyunt, Vice-Chairmen of the
Work Committee Secretary-
1 of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Lt-Gen
Soe Win, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein, members of the
State Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint,

Lt-Gen Aung Htwe and Lt-
Gen Maung Bo, the minis-
ters, the deputy ministers,
members of the Work Com-
mittee, officials of the SPDC
Office, heads of departments,
cultural troupe members of
border areas and guests.

At 7 pm, Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt arrived
at the hotel and cordially
greeted the national races of
border regions. At the din-
ner, the Prime Minister de-
livered an address. He said:

(See page 8)
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt delivers an address at the dinner in honour of cultural troupes of border regions.—°

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga




2 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Monday, 19 April, 2004

PERSPECTIVES )

Monday, 19 April, 2004
Take part in regional
development tasks

For the equitable development of thdg
whole Union, the Government has been esta
lishing numerous infrastructures in economic
and social sectors. All kinds of assistance ha
been provided for regional development, get
ting more job opportunities and raising the liv-
ing standard in the regions where nationa
brethren reside.

Priority has been given to developmen
of border areas. Border area developmen
projects have been implemented since 198p
Success has been achieved in striving for dp
velopment of the regions where members df| sion Peace and Development Council Commander of
national race groups are residing. Central Command Maj-Gen Ye Myint and wife Daw Myat

Based on these achievements, develdpr Ngwe, Chairman of Holding Mandalay Myanmar Tradi-
ment undertakings are being carried out on g tional Maha Thingyan Eestival Chaiman of Mandalz?y
wider scale in all states and divisions. Al City Development Committee Mayor Brig-Gen Yan Thein

present, border area development projectd | 224 Wife Daw Yin Yin Shwe, Deputy .Cl_"ef Justice U
68 hips i d . | Khin Maung Latt, Deputy Commander Brig-Gen Nay Win
C,O\,/er towns lps_ in seven states and two qi and wife, local authorities, officials, guests, artistes and
visions that are adjacent to border areas. local people.
As regional work committees, sub-com

The commander presented the first prize for deco-
mittees and respective ministries are making

rated float to Mya Nan Mandalar float representing Man-
all-out efforts for uplift of the socio-economic| | dalay District, the second to Makkhaya Pyophyu float
life of the national people living in border ar-

representing Kyaukse District and the third to Htila May
eas, it can be seen that fruitful results hav float representing Meiktila District. MCDC Secretary Lt-
been achieved. For example, primary, middle

Col Maung Pu presented fourth to sixth prizes to the
and high schools have been opened in bord

winners. Next, the mayor presented the first prize for deco-

ted dal to th dal of the health staff, th d

areas and now, over 108,000 students are puf rated panca’ fo the pandal o7 the hea'th stalr, the secon
suing their education at these schools.

to Chan Aye Mandalar pandal of Chanayethazan Town-
Moreover, 54 hospitals, 81 dispensarieg,

ship, and the third to Aungmye Mandalar pandal of
Aungmyethazan Township. MCDC Joint-Secretary Lt-Col

32 rural health care centres, and 50 rural health

branches have been built to provide bette

San Maung presented fourth and fifth prizes, MCDC Mem-
health care services to rural people.

ber-1, three consolation prizes to the winners.
Afterwards, the deputy commander presented first
From 1989 to this date, K 54,000 million Prizes of National Open Sailing
have been spent on border area developmeft L
projects that will ensure better transportation, c Shlp presented
raising the living standard of the people and

YanGoN, 18 April — Myanmar Olympic Committee
strengthening the national unity. Leaders of Chairman Minister for Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint
national races and local people also are a¢-

yesterday evening attended the prize-distribution ceremony
. . X X o of Myanmar Yachting Federation 2004 National Open Sail-
tively taking part in nation-building endeav-
ours and regional development tasks under thg

ing Championship. He delivered an address and gave away
leadership of the Government. As peace prg-
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Mandalay Mayor’s Thingyan Pandal closed

YANGON, 17 April — The closing ceremony of 1365
ME Mandalay Mayor’s Maha Thingyan Pandal took place
in conjunction with prize-presentation at the pandal in
Mandalay on 16 April evening.

It was attended by Chairman of Mandalay Divi-

@D

Commander Maj-Gen Ye Myint presents a prize to
winners at the closing ceremony of Mandalay Mayor's
Thingyan pandal. -vNa

prize for photo contest to U Bo Thin, the second to Aung
Aung (Nan Shei) and the third to U Hsan Oo (Tein Hlwa).
Officials presented five consolation prizes to the winners.

Next, the first, second and third decorated float
prize winners presented entertainment to the audience.
Accompanied by Mandalay Development Affairs Com-
mittee music band, damsels presented Thingyan dances
and film stars and artistes and vocalists, songs.

The closing ceremony took place at 12 mid-night,
with a speech of the mayor. Then, the audience were
entertained with Thingyan dances and songs the whole
night. — MNA
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prizes to winners.
First, Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint made
vails throughout the country, friendship and
amity among national brethren has been forgeg
and they now have opportunities to travel from
one region to another with peace of mind an
exchange culture.

As peace is essential for prosperity, al
the national brethren are to maintain it for its
perpetuity.

At a time when all-out efforts are being
made for the Union to be peaceful, moder
and developed, all the national brethren are tg
take part in regional development tasks with

an opening speech and President U Thein Tun explained
matters related to the federation. Then the prize-presenta-

tion ceremony followed. The minister, Chief of Staff

(Navy) Captain Nyan Tun, Sports and Physical Education
Department Director-General U Thaung Htaik and offi-
cials presented prizes to the winners. Latha Yadana con-
cert played by girl students of No 2 Basic Education High
School, Latha Township, entertained those present. Then,
the minister presented cash awards to the concert. MYF
held seven classes of yachting race. Among them, six
classes were held at Yangon Yachting Club from 18 to 23
March. And the International 470/420 Class was held at

Chaungtha Beach at the beginning of this month. — MNA

Deputy Minister for Infor-
mation Brig-Gen Aung
Thein saw off the Myanmar

Deputy Minister for Information Brig-Gen Aung Thein
sees off the Myanmar delegation. mxa

Delegation leaves for Kuala Lumpur

YANGoN, 18 April — | delegation led by Director-
General of Myanmar Radio
and Television U Khin
Maung Htay at Yangon In-

national solidarity spirit and Union Spirit in
striving for lasting peace.
\
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ternational Airport this
morning. They are going to
attend ‘The Asia Media
Summit 2004’ to be held in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
from 19 to 21 April.

The delegation was
also seen off by Directors-
General, Managing Direc-
tors of the Department and
Enterprises under the Min-
istry of Information, the
Head of Office and officials
and their families.

Deputy Director (Or-
chestra) U Win Aung and
Staff Officer (Broadcasting)
Daw Hsan Hsan Oo accom-
panied the Director-Gen-

BADMINTON TEAM LEAVES FOR MALAYSIA To take part in the 2004 Asial..; __ MNA

Badminton Championship from 20 to 25 April in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,

Myanmar team leader U Robin Tin and players Lwin Aung, Ye Min Aung, Thaplwin

Aung, Pyay Kyaw, Khin Thanda Htay and Hlaing Mon Kyu left Yangon by air
Sunday morning. The team seen before departure at the airpost.m

)bonate blood
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Two remaining Japanese freed in lraq as
three compatriots prepare to go home

BacHpAD, 18 April— Two Japanese hostages in Iragere freed as three compatriots, released two days earlier afte

a week in captivity under threat of execution, prepared to return home after a brief rest in Dubai.

The release of freelance journalist Junpei Yasuda, 30, and
peace activist Nobutaka Watanabe, 36, brought a peaceful
end to the hostage crisis which had gripped Japan.

Japanese diplomats in Dubai said late Saturday it appeared
unlikely that the pair would also be flown to the Gulf emirate,
but would not say what plans had been made for them.

The possibility that they would be brought to Dubai had
been raised after news of their release. But the diplomats
said Japanese Senior Vice-Foreign Minister Ichiro Aisawa,
who headed a hostage crisis cell in Amman, was sticking to
plans to fly back to Japan on the overnight flight taking the
woman and two men freed on Thursday.

“It’s good news,” Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi told
reporters in Tokyo of the release of Yasuda and Watanabe.
“The families must be relieved.”

Foreign Minister Yoriko Kawaguchi echoed Koizumi’s
sentiments. “I am glad both incidents were resolved,” she
said. “T am very much pleased and I express my heartfelt
delight for their families.”

“The two were released, they are next to me,” Sheikh
Abdul Salam Kubaissi, an official at the Committee of
Muslim Scholars, told AFPin the Iraqi capital. “They are in
very good health.”

Yasuda and Watanabe disappeared Wednesday but their
“likely” kidnapping was only confirmed by the Japanese
government earlier Saturday.

Japanese Foreign Ministry spokesman Kinjo Nakagun
told AFP “the two were safely taken into the protection of
Japanese embassy staff in Baghdad” at about 0830 GMT.

Internet

Whitehall warns UK
firms to stop sending
workers to Iraq

BaGHDAD , 18 April— British businesses hoping to win
lucrative deals in Iraq have been told to scrap their
plans to travel there because of the escalating violeng
against Westerners.

In anembarrassing about-face for the Government, trade
officials have warned British companies to postpone all
visits to Iraq for at least a month after a sudden rise in
kidnappings and killings of foreign workers by insurgents.
The deliberate targeting of foreigners, culminating in the
murder last Wednesday of an Italian security guard, Fabrizio
Quattrocchi, has put the Government’s strategy of getting
British firms into Iraq under severe pressure.

The families of three other abducted Italians issued an
emotional plea on the Arabic station al-Jazeera asking for
the mentobereleased. In Baghdad, meanwhile, two Japanese
hostages were set free, less than a day after another Arabic
television station broadcast footage of a kidnapped US
serviceman being paraded in front of cameras.

The largest security firms are now upgrading their plans
for the mass evacuation of foreign workers, if the situation
worsens. The BBC and ITN have admitted they are also
closely monitoring the escalating violence and could
withdraw their journalists.

The new warnings come three weeks after Trade Minister,
Mike O’Brien, hosted an investment conference for
companies keen to bid for a share of the £10bn-worth of
reconstruction contracts being handed out to non-US firms
in Iraq. One security expert said the Pentagon had made it

Iraq ‘more serious’
than Vietham

TuLLamore (Irish Republic), 18 April— The Iraq
conflict could become “much more serious” than the
Vietnam war, EU Commissioner for External Affairs
Chris Patten has said.

e Asrenewed violenceanda
spate of kidnappings brought
fresh controversy to the
situation, he warned that if
relations continued to
deteriorate the long-term
consequences would be
immense.

Speaking at a conference
of EU foreign ministers in
Tullamore, Co Offaly in the
IrishRepublic, MrPatten said:
“The comparison that Iraq
could become as difficult an
issueas Vietnamis misplaced
because I think it is arguably
much more serious. “If things
go wrong in Iraq we will be
living with the consequences
for a very, very long time.”

Brian Cowen, Irish
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
said the UN’s participation in
the political transition process
was essential.

“We believe that a UN

resolution may well be a very
helpful and welcome method
and mechanism of increasing
the orderly transfer of
sovereignty to the people of
Iraq,” he said.

“The elements and details
of that resolution is a matter
for the Security Council
members themselves.

“We are agreed that a
strong UN role is an essential
element for a successful
political transition process.

“The EU looks forward to
the UN playing a growing
role, endorsed by the United
Nations Security Council, in
the run-up to the transfer of
sovereignty.”

MrCowen condemned the
recentupsurge of violence and
said ministers at the informal
conference had discussed the
deteriorating security
situation. — Internet

Turkish protesters hold up. banners as thé)./ stage an

anti-US protest in Istanbul recently. Banners read in Turkish
‘Bush! Don't Come’, and refer to the US President's visit to
Turkey during a NATO summit this summer, while another

banner reads as 'End to Invasion in IragINTERNET

Blasts in Iraq’s Kufa

Kura (Iraq), 18 April— A series of blasts shook
Iraq’s holy Shiite town of Kufa on Friday and witnesses
saw dozens of armed militiamen rushing to the out-
skirts where there were reports of clashes with foreign

troops.

Atleast four pickups full
of armed members of the
Mehdi Army, the militia of
radical ~ Shiite cleric
Mogqtada al-Sadr, headed for
the eastern fringes of Kufa,
atown close to Najaf where
the cleric is hiding from US
troops vowing tokill or cap-
ture him.

Others, carrying assault

clear to British bidders that “if you aren’t in Iraq, you aren’t
going to get any work”.

But, after the Foreign Office strengthened its advice
against going to Iraq last Wednesday, Whitehall officials
and diplomats in Baghdad began quietly calling British
firms to suggest they postpone travelling there.

The move is a serious setback to attempts to prove the
country is being rebuilt, in the run-up to the handover of

BaGHDAD, 18 April —
US forces have detained
around 200 Iraqi paramili-
tary soldiers who refused
to take part in a US offen-
sive against the Sunni Mus-

power on 30 June. — Internet

lim city of Fallujah, their

Hamvee infantry vehicle lies on a highway

AUS
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at the entrance to Falijjah

iLn.

in early April, 2004. IINTERNET

US holding 200 Iragi troops

former comrades said on
Friday.

The US military declined
to confirm whether the men
were being held. Senior of-
ficers play down the signifi-
cance of such incidents but,
asked about reports of mu-
tiny among Iraqi troops, have
acknowledged a “command
failure” took place during the
Fallujah offensive.

Soldiers from the Bagh-
dad-based 36th Security Bri-
gade, part of the Iraqi Civil
Defence Corps (ICDC), told
Reutersthat last week US
commanders took them at
night to Fallujah, west of the
capital, where US forces
were massing to crush a
growing unrest.

“They told us to attack
the city and we were aston-
ished. How could an Iraqi
fight an Iraqi like this? This
meant that nothing had
changed from the Saddam
Hussein days. We refused
en masse,” said Ali al-
Shamari.

who mutinied

Shamari said the brigade
members did not know they
were heading to Fallujah
until they arrived there.

After the brigade refused
tofight, he said, soldiers were
stripped of their badges and
confined to tents in a US
base on the outskirts of
Fallujah. Their rations were
restricted to one meal per
day.

“T escaped, but around
200 of our comrades remain
there. We demand their re-
lease,” Shamari said.

The 36th Brigade, ac-
cording to four of its mem-
bers, comprises 340 sol-
diers from the former Iraqi
Army and the Peshmerga,
the Kurdish militia that
once fought Saddam’s
forces.

Ali Hussein, a Shiite pri-
vate, said the brigade’s mis-
sion since its formation had
been security tasks such as
conducting searches and
guarding buildings.

MNA/Reuters|

rifles and rocket-propelled
grenades, went on foot. Mo-
ments later dozens retreated,
crossing a bridge over the
Euphrates and heading back
into town.

Militia members said an
earlier attack on a US con-
voy had been successful, but
that now occupying forces
were attacking back. There
was noimmediate comment
from the US military.

“We were preparing an
ambush and attacked them,”
said one man, wearing the
Mehdi Army’s customary
black, a grenade belt
strapped to his waist. “Tsaw
at least two Humvees
(trucks) on fire and we also
attacked armoured person-
nel carriers.”

“We attacked them
again but then they started
mortaring our position so
we had to retreat.” Several
columns of smoke rose after
the blasts. Militiamen were
trying to evacuate at least
two wounded colleagues
across the bridge. US troops
have reinforced Spanish and
Polish soldiers in the area
around Najaf, preparing for
a possible campaign to root
out Sadr and his militia,
which they have promised
to destroy.

The Mehdi Army took
control of parts of Najaf
after clashes with foreign
troops earlier this month.

MNA/Reuters
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Iran distances itself from mediation between
US and Iraqis

TeHeraN, 18 April — Iranian Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi Friday rejected as “baseless speculations” that

Denmark fears businessman

Iran would mediate between the United States and the Iragis to resolve crisis in the country, the officiRINA news

agency reported.

“How can one mediate between the Iraqi people and the
occupiers?” Kharazi was quoted as questioning in a state-
ment.

The statement said “the legitimate demand of the Iraqi
peopleis that occupation forces quickly withdraw from Iraq.
The best thing that the occupation forces can do is transfer-
ring power to the Iraqi people as soon as possible”.

Kharazi announced on Wednesday that Washington had
asked Teheran to help ease tension in Iraq, saying that
Teheran and Washington had “many correspondence”
through the Swiss Embassy to Iran which takes care of US
interests here, and Iran would spare no effort to help improve
the situation in Iraq.

On the same day, Iran dispatched a five-member diplo-
matic delegation, headed by Foreign Ministry Director
General for Persian Gulf Affairs Hossein Sadeqi, to Bagh-
dad to meet with senior Iragi religious authorities, members
of the Iraqi Governing Council and political leaders to find
solutions to the current crisis there.

Kharazi said the delegation had been sent to Iraq at Iran’s
initiative and was on a fact-finding mission, and Iran could
not be indifferent toward Iraqi developments as well as the
instability and the killings of the Iraqi people. He added that
the delegation would debate the crisis with Iraq’s religious
and political officials, and would also caution the coalition
forces about continuing the occupation. — MNA/Xinhua

held in Irag

COPENHAGEN, 18 April— A Danish businessman has been
kidnapped in Iraq, Danish Broadcasting News said on Friday,
and the government confirmed one person was missing.

“A Danish citizen in all probability has been detained in
Iraq. No Iraqis or Iragi groups have contacted the Danish
authorities,” the Foreign Ministry said in a statement.

Danish Broadcasting News said the man in his 30s was
kidnapped during a highway robbery, probably late on Tues-
day, in the town of Taji outside Baghdad — not near Basra as
it said earlier. He was in Iraq to set up a sewerage business.

Denmark supported the US-led invasion of Iraq and now
has around 500 troops in the country. — MNA/Reuters

Singapore’s
non-oil
exports

grow 17.1%

in March

SINGAPORE, 18 April —
Singapore’s non-oil domes-
tic exports (NODX)
climbed by 17.1 per cent to
about 6.68 billion US dol-
lars in March, according to
a statement by the Interna-
tional Enterprise Singa-
pore (IE Singapore) on Fri-
day.

Electronics exports
grew 8.7 per cent, mainly
contributed by a 43-per-
cent increase in shipments
of telecommunications
equipment and a 34-per-
cent rise for integrated cir-
cuits.

Non-electronics exports
soared 27 per cent, driven
by the strong performances
of pharmaceutics and pet-
rochemicals.

The total trade in
March climbed 22 per cent
to about 29.2 billion US
dollars.

NODX to all the top 10
markets, except South Ko-
rea, recorded positive
growth in March. In par-
ticular, NODX to China, the
European Union (EU), and
Japanreported healthy dou-
ble-digit gains.

MNA/Xinhua

Volcker to lead UN Iraq
oil-for-food probe

18 April — Paul Volcker, the
former US Federal Reserve chairman, will head a three|
person UN probe into the scandal-ridden and now:
defunct Iraq oil-for-food programme, the United Na-

Unitep  NATIONS,

tions said on Friday.

Volcker and the two other
investigators would like the
15-nation Security Council to
adopt a resolution endorsing
the inquiry and urging gov-
ernments to cooperate, a UN
spokeswoman said, to put the
probe on a sounder political
footing. “They (the panel
members) have indicated that
a security council resolution
would be extremely helpful,”
said UN spokeswoman Marie
Okabe.

UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan, who has led the
move to set up an inquiry
into the oil-for-food pro-
gramme, supports the idea
of a resolution.

But Russia, a leading
player in the 67-billion-US-
dollar humanitarian pro-
gramme that shut down last
year, believes the resolution is
unnecessary, as the Council
has already written a letter
backing the investigation, a
Russian diplomat said.

The Russian diplomat said
Moscow would not decide
whether it would stand in the
way of aresolution until ithad
seen a text. Council members
are already working on the

text which could move for-
ward in the next few days,
other Council diplomats said.
The two other members of
the panel are Judge Richard
Goldstone, who served as the
first prosecutor on the UN
Balkan war crimes tribunal,
and Swiss lawyer Mark Pieth,
anexpertoninternational brib-
ery and money laundering.
The UN oil-for-food pro-
gramme, which began in De-
cember 1996 and was shut
down after the US-led inva-
sion of Iraq, enabled Iraq to

Russians get ready to board an 1I-62 passenger jet belonging to the Russian Emergency

Situations, at Baghdad International Airport in Baghdad, Iraq on 15 April, 2004,

starting a massive effort to evacuate hundreds of Russian companies’ employees from

Iraq following a wave of kidnappingsEERNET

sell oil and buy civilian goods
to ease the impact of 1991
Gulf War sanctions, includ-
ing a ban on oil sales. While
mostofIraq’s oil went through
the programme, a consider-
able amount was smuggled.

Allegations of payoffs, fa-
vouritism and surcharges on
oil were reported to a divided
Security Council foryears and
sometimes resulted in action.
Butlists of those whoreceived
the payoffs have emerged
since the fall of Saddam
Hussein and include politi-
cians and businesses around
the world.

Czech Foreign Minister Svoboda
injured in crash

PraGuUE, 18 April — Czech Foreign Minister Cyril Svoboda, a key force in the
country’s membership of the European Union, suffered a neck injury when his car
crashed near the eastern city of Brno, doctors said on Friday.

Svoboda, 47, Deputy Prime Minister in
the centre-left government, suffered a break
to the sixth neck vertebrate, doctors said.

“His condition is quite satisfactory, but
will require a number of days in bed,” said
Bmo hospital chief Petr Zelnicek where

Svoboda is being treated.

Svoboda’s absence from Parliamentcould
be a problem for the government on Tuesday
when the Lower House of Parliament votes

on a presidential veto of anew VAT law —a
key piece of legislation in Prague’s EU acces-
sion on May 1.

Svoboda’s car went off the road on Thurs-
day night and hit a concrete water collector,
the CTKnews agency said. The minister was
asleep on the back seat of the car at the time of
the crash, about 140 miles east of Prague,
CTK said. The driver and another passenger
were slightly injured. — MNA/Reuters

MNA/Reuters

Chinese people to have better diets
in 21st Century

Sanya (Hainan), 17 April — China, with its world-class technologies in super
hybrid rice breeding, will be capable of providing higher-quality diets for its people
in this century, said some rice breeding specialists at the ongoing exhibition of new

T

Protesters stand outside US embassy at a rally against US Vice President Di

Cheney’s Seoul visit in Seoul, South Korea on 15 April, 2004. Cheney is here for

day visit as part of a weeklong Asian tour. The placard reads ‘Iraqg War Criminal,
are not welcome here—INTERNET

hybrid rice varieties held here in south China’s Hainan Province.

The most populous
country in the world, China
has always listed food secu-
rity as one of its top concerns
throughout history.
Over the past two dec-
ades or so, agriculture was
the pride of the nation. A
popular saying was that
“China had supported 22 per
cent of the world population
with only 7 per cent of the
world’s total area of arable
land”.
ck  However, China has suf-
aftndt from a reduction of
Y@tain output over the past

few years, driving it towards

the international market for
enough food.

The decreasing grain
output partly stemmed from
a shrinkage in the acreage
under rice, which remained
the top staple food of the
Chinese people. The rice
growing area went down
from 36.5 million hectares
in 1975 to 30.5 million hec-
tares in 2000.

China has taken the lead
in cross breeding of rice.
According to Professor
Cheng Shihua, director of
the China Research Insti-
tute of Rice, there are now

thousands of scientists and
technicians specializing in
breeding new strains of hy-
brid rice boasting higher
yields and higher quality.
This will help the country
to maintain its grain secu-
rity, he said.

China’s super hybridrice
is expected to realize a per-
mu (one mu equals about
0.0667 hectares) yield of
more than 900 kilos, said
Yuan Longping, a forerun-
nerinhybridrice breeding in
the nation at the three-day
rice show.

MNA/Xinhua
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Jazeera airs tape of US soldier
captive in Iraq

Dugal, 18 April— Arabic television station Al Jazeera aired on Friday a video tape that appeared to show a U
soldier held by masked gunmen after being captured in an attack on a convoy last week.

The unidentified guerilla
group holding him said he
was in good health and they
were willing to exchange
him for Iraqi prisoners held
captive by the US-led occu-
pation forces.

The poor-quality tape
showed a white male dressed
in military fatigues sitting
on the floor surrounded by
masked gunmen. The man
identified himself as Keith
Matthew Maupin and said
he was a US soldier.

A US defence official in
Washington said the US
military in Iraq had received
a copy of what appeared to
be the same tape and was
examining it.

Two US soldiers are cur-
rently listed as missing in
Iraq after an attack on a fuel
convoy near Baghdad last
week. The two are Private
Keith Maupin, 20, of Batavia,
Ohio, and Sergeant. Elmer
Krause, 40, of Greensboro,
North Carolina.

“A group of Mujahedin
(holy fighters) has succeeded
in taking an American sol-
dier prisoner... and he will be
treated in the Islamic tradi-
tion of treating prisoners and
he is in good health,” the
masked gunman said.

“We are willing to ex-
change him for Iraqis held
by the American enemy... he
was ambushed in his Hum-

mer and he surrendered to
us. This is the fate of all
American soldiers in Iraq,”
the gunman added.

Some parts of the brief
tape were inaudible. The tape
which Jazeera aired had an
Arabic translation voiced
over Maupin’s comments.
The translation said he had
come to Iraq toliberate itand
that he wanted to go home to

tives.

More than 40 foreign-
ers, including journalists,
missionaries, reconstruction
and aid workers, have been
taken hostage in Iraq this
month. Their captors have
demanded that Japan, Italy
and other countries withdraw
their military forces from the
US-led coalition occupying
Irag. — MNA/Reuters

® Iragi wounded in Baghdad
blast aimed at US patrol

BAGHDAD, 18 April — A bomb apparently aimed at a US
patrol exploded in central Baghdad on Saturday and police
said an Iraqi civilian had been wounded.

Small-arms fire crackled after the explosion, which went
off in a narrow street near the St. Raphael Hospital.

“According to our information, American vehicles were
passing by. The bomb went off and then they fired,” an Iraqi
policeman told Reutersat the scene.

Witnesses said the bomb had been placed under a pile of
bricks across the street from a pharmacy.— MNA/Reuters

his family, which included a
10-month-old son.

There was no immediate
indication whether any de-
mand had been made in con-
nection with the videotape.
The United States has an
avowed policy of not negoti-
ating for the release of cap-

Iragi group says US, allies targets
of abduction

Dusai, 18 April— An Iragi group holding three Japanese hostages said in
statement broadcast on an Arab TV station on Thursday that the main targets o]
abduction would be Americans and nationals of other occupation forces in Iraq

Saraya al-Mujahedin de-
livered the message in a
handwritten letter given to a
French journalist the group
freed on Wednesday.

He was released three
days after being seized near
Baghdad, after the group
made sure he did “not rep-
resent the American occu-
pation”.

“The first targets of
kidnappings by armed
Iraqis should be Americans
or nationals of countries
participating in the occupa-
tion, secondly supporters of
the occupation and thirdly
those participating in or
aiding the occupation,”
Dubai-based Al Arabiya
channel quoted the letter as
saying.

“Saraya al-Mujahedin
announces that it has re-
leased Alex Jourdanov af-
terit was sure of his identity
and that he does not repre-
sent the American occupa-

tion and does not participate
in it, and also in response to
a request by the Muslim
scholars authority to release
him,” said the statement
written in Arabic.

France, which led oppo-
sition to the US-led war in
Iraq and has no troops serv-

ing alongside US forces
there, said Jourdanov was
now safe. The Iraqi group
saidin a tape last Thursday it
would kill the Japanese hos-
tages if Japan did not with-
draw troops from Iraq by a
deadline on April 11.
MNA/Reuters

US soldiers from the 25th

2 -
Infantry Division search a local Iraqi at a traffic checkpoint
on the outskirts of Najaf, Irag, on 16 April, 2004. nFeRNET

Kerry hits back at White House,
defends patriotism

Japan welcomes Iraq hostage
release, debate goes on

Tokyo, 18 April — Japan rejoiced on Friday at the
release of three Japanese civilians held hostage in Iraq,

PiTTsBurGH, 18 April — Democratic presidential challenger John Kerry, lashing
out at the White House’s “twisted sense of ethics and morality,” accused Republicar

on Friday of distorting his record and attacking his patriotism.

Kerry, at an outdoor rally
onthe University of Pittsburgh
campus, used an American
flag and the national anthem
to fire back at Republicans
who say he is weak on de-
fence for voting against some
weapons systems and an 87-
billion-US-dollar bill to pay
for operations in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. Kerry, adecorated
Vietnam War veteran, pointed

out that Vice-President Dick
Cheney and political adviser
Karl Rove did not serve in the
military.

“I’m tired of Karl Rove
and Dick Cheney and abunch
of people who went out of
their way to avoid their
chance to serve when they
had the chance,” the Massa-
chusetts senator said. “I'm
not going to listen to them
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Resistance to US occupation continues to grow steadily in Fallujah
on 16 April, 2004. —INTERNET

il

talk to me about patriotism.”

“I’ve seen how these peo-
pleinthe White House today,
in their twisted sense of eth-
ics and morality, don’t think
twice about challenging John
McCain and what happened
to him as a prisoner of war,”
he said in reference to attacks
by President George W Bush
in 2000 on his Republican
primary rival McCain, an
Arizona senator.

Kerry, who has tried to
make his military experience
a centrepiece of his cam-
paign, is in a tight battle with
Bush for the White House
more than seven months be-
fore the November election.

Steve Schmidt, a Bush
campaign spokesman, said
Kerry’s judgment in his vot-
ing record on defence and
security was in question, not
his patriotism.

He called the Rove and
Cheney comments “outra-
geous.”

Cheney received a stu-
dent and family deferment
from military service, and
Rove had a student defer-
ment and later drew a low
draft number but was never
called.

but the fate of two others remained unclear and debate
N®ver Tokyo’s military mission in the increasingly violent

country raged on.

Photographs of the three
— Noriaki Imai, 18, free-
lance journalist Soichiro
Koriyama, 32, and aid
worker Nahoko Takato, 34
— after their release were
plastered over daily news-
papers.

The three civilians, who
were taken to the Japanese
Embassy in Baghdad on
Thursday evening, were to
travel to Dubai and receive
medical checks there before
returning to Japan, possibly
on Saturday. Television
news programmes showed
the three looking tired but
healthy in a meeting with
the Muslim cleric who
helped arrange their release.

“I will continue,” said a
tearful Takato, when asked
whether she planned to keep
on with her aid work.

“Right now I'm tired and
I have had a lot of shocks,
but I will not hate the Iraqi
people,” she said.

Japan had been on tenter-
hooks since Thursday last
week when an armed group
took the three civilians hos-
tage and threatened to kill
them if Tokyo did not with-
draw its troops from Iraq.

MNA/Reuters|

Prime Minister Junichiro

Koizumi — a staunch sup-
porter of the United States in
Iraq — has repeatedly said
he would not pull out the
550 Japanese soldiers en-
gaged inareconstruction and
humanitarian mission in
Samawa, southern Iraq, de-
spite the militants’ threats.

“I think the people of Iraq
understand sufficiently that
Japan wants, through its re-
construction work, to sup-
port them in rebuilding their
splendid country,” Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yasuo
Fukuda told a news confer-
ence on Friday morning.

The news of the three hos-
tages’ release is a boon for
Koizumi and his ruling camp
ahead of parliamentary by-
elections later this month.

But there were no fresh
clues on the whereabouts of
two missing Japanese civil-
ians, freelance journalist
Jumpei Yasuda, 30, and
Nobutaka Watanabe, 36, a
former member of the Japa-
nese military with ties to a
civic group.

“We do not know what
situation they are in. We are
trying to confirm the facts,”
was all Fukuda could say.

MNA/Reuters
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Russia winding up two-day
evacuation operation

Moscow, 18 April— A Russian plane carrying 117 employees working in compani
in Iraq returned to Moscow on Friday evening, winding up the two-day evacuatio
operation after the recent hostage-taking event in Baghdad.

The I1-62 plane belonging to the Russian
Emergency Situations Ministry took back
17 Ukrainians and 100 Russians, including
one who was wounded in Iraq on Thursday
and two others that need medical aid, ITAR-
TASS news agency reported.

Russian citizen Sergei Brazhnikov had a
bullet removed from his body in an
operation at an American hospital in Iraq.
His condition is not critical.

"All those who wished to leave Iraq
were evacuated from Baghdad by
Emergency Situations Ministry planes," said
Deputy Minister Yury Brazhnikov, adding
that no more such flights are planned in the
near future.

But he noted that the ministry is ready to

Russia launched the evacuation mission
on Thursday morning, following three
Russians and five Ukrainians working for a
Russian energy firm were abducted in Iraq
on Monday but were released unharmed the
next day.

Some 816 Russians and citizens of other
former Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) had been working in Iraq.

eS

+ Israel officially confirms

Killing of Rantisi

JErusALEM, 18 April — Israeli Defence Forces on Saturday officially confirmed Hamas
leader Abdel Aziz Rantisi was killed by an Israeli security operation earlier the day in the
northern Gaza Strip.

"This evening, in a security forces operation in the northern Gaza Strip, the IDF targeted
a car carrying the leader of Hamas, Abdel Aziz Rantis," said an IDF's announcement.

MNA/Xinhua

So far, 483 Russian and CIS nationals
have been evacuated from Iraq, including
the 366 specialists airlifted back on
Thursday.

Four flights had originally been arranged
for Friday's evacuation, but they were cut to
only one because some 300 people preferred
to stay in Iraq after being warned of the

Indonesia calls for end of military
approach in Iraq

JAKARTA, 18 April— Indonesia, the world's most populous Muslim majority
country, called on Thursday for an immediate end to the military approach of the
US-led coalition in Irag, where more than 700 Iragis and 83 American troops have

send extra flights to Iraq if the situation
there deteriorates.

dangers they might face.

MNA/Xinhua
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US occupation
troops have

| faced fierce

i resistance in
Fallujah on 16
! April,2004.

INTERNET

2722222

died in the past two weeks.

“It is our belief that the coalition
countries can put their efforts into the
political dialogue process rather than the
use of force in Iraq,” Indonesian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs spokesman Marty A.
Natalegawa was quated Friday by The
Jakarta Post as saying.

He was responding to a question
about US President George W. Bush's
statement on Tuesday that more US
troops might be needed to stop the
violence in Iraq.

Marty also expressed confidence the
handover of power to Iraqis would take
place as scheduled on June 30.

“We continue to remain concerned
over the increasing violence in Iraq, but
we also welcome the visit by the special

UN envoy to Iraq as an indication that
sovereignty can be handed over on the
June 30 deadline,” Marty said.

Marty was referring to United Nations
special envoy Lakhdar Brahimi, who is
in Iraq to study the situation ahead of the
June 30 deadline, and to prepare the
grounds for a free and fair election under
the auspices of the UN.

A UN election assistance team under
the leadership of Karina Parelli is also in
Iraq to develop plans for next January’s
election.

Indonesia has criticized Washington
over last year's invasion of Iraq and the
ensuing occupation, saying it would stoke
militant radicalism in the Islamic world.

MNA/Xinhua

UN says Asia, Pacific economies leading world growth

Uitep NaTions,18 April— The economies of the developing countries in Asia and
the Pacific region grew faster than those of other developing country groups and faster

China to further enhance trade,

economic ties with Kenya

Nairosi, 18 April — China and Kenya have been enjoying good relations in thg
trade and economic field, and such relations are bound to be further enhance
through joint efforts of both sides, a senior Chinese diplomat said here Friday.

“China and Kenya are
friendly countries with
cordial relations in political,
economic and social fields
since the independence of
the Republic of Kenya. We
are happy to witness the
even closer cooperation in
the trade and economic
sectors ever since the new
Kenyan Government took
over at the beginning of last
year,” Zhu Xiaochuan,
economic and commercial
counsellor of the Chinese
Embassy to Kenya, told
reporters at a Press
conference.

He said that China is one
of the major trade partners
of Kenya. In 2003, the
bilateral trade volume
reached a historical high of
more than 250 million US
dollars, registering an
increase of 34 per cent over
the year 2002, according to
statistics from the
Administration of Customs
of China.

The exports to Kenya
from China include
machinery, electronics,

telecommunication
products, housewares,
textiles, chemicals,
pharmaceutical products,
which are worth 241.7
million US dollars, while
the exports to China from
Kenya include chemicals,
sisal, pyrethrum, hides and
skins, macadamia nuts,
handicrafts, tea and coffee,
which are worth 8.74
million dollars, Zhu said.
“We estimate that a
further increase of trade
volume of the two countries

will be seen in the year
2004,” he added.

Besides the trade sector,
Zhu said that the two
countries have also been
enjoying good relations in
the field of investment,
economic aids and
construction. Meanwhile, the
counsellor admitted that
“there is a trade imbalance
in favour of China due to the
structural differences of the
two countries”.

MNA/Xinhua

The average growth rate
» of the countries covered by
d¢he UN Economic and
Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (ESCAP)
reached nearly 6 per cent in
2002 and 2003, the
commission said in its new
report, The Economic and
Social Survey of Asia and
the Pacific 2004.

"From a regional
perspective, growth was
broad-based, with all sub-
regions but one
experiencing higher growth,
and was not affected
significantly by the war in
Iraq and the SARS crisis,"

a 16-page summary of the
report said.

China's economy, with
its gross domestic product
(GDP) expanding by just
under a quarter between
2001 and 2003, plays a
leading role as group
growth is increasingly
driven by regional trade and
domestic demand,
according to the report.

China is now the
fourth-largest trading nation
in the world and  helps to
stimulate output growth
across a broad regional
front, it added.

India, the largest

than the global economy itself, according to a UN study released in New York.

economy in South and
Southwest Asia, improved
its GDP growth rate in 2003
to 7.5 percentage points,
more than 3 per cent over
the 2002 rate of 4.3. The
rate is projected to ease in
2004 to a still respectable 6
per cent, it said.

The report concluded
that rigorous growth in the
region shows not only an
impressive turnaround after
the global 2001 slowdown,
but also indicates that the
process is becoming less

dependent on global
economic trends.
MNA/Xinhua

Minister says Portugal might
withdraw police from Iraq

LisoN, 18 April — Portugal's Interior Minister Antonio

Figuereido Lopes said Friday that the military police deployed

in Iraq might be withdrawn if the “conflict escalates”.

“If we consider the hypothesis that the conflict escalates

and the National Republican Guard (policemen with military

capacity) lacks the conditions to fulfil its mission, the only

thing we can do is to pull out that contingent,” Figuereido

Lopes said in an interview with the state-run Antena Uno

radio.

The minister said he kept “the expectation that the GNR

might fulfil its mission”.

MNA/Xinhua
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An Iraqi boy walks on 14 April, 2004 on the rubble of a house that
on 12 April by Iraqi resistance in Samarra, 90 kms north of Baghdad, HdgrerNET
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Tourism industry and air transport

Aung Si Hein

Tourism industry denotes international tourism and
domestic tourism. A nation can earn a great deal of foreign
exchange through tourism industry, which is also called
smokeless industry. Tourism industry covers services of
transport, hotel, entertainment, communication, banking,
business, pilgrimage, history and research, fine arts,
gardening on recreation, sports, exhibition, trade fair and
diplomacy. So, it can be said that tourism industry is the
widest industry in the world.

Historical background of tourism industry is
interesting. According to the experiences, knowledge and
records of the adventurers who travelled by land or by sea
from Mediterranean countries to other parts of the world
in the distant past, beautiful islands in the seas or oceans,
beaches, large lakes, glaciers, ancient artifacts, gems lands
and civilized cities were attractions for enthusiasts. During
the period from 1850 to 1914, Egypt, Greece, Rome,
France and Switzerland could draw a large number of
tourists. At that time, travellers and tourists had to hold
no visas, there were no restrictions on currency and
commodities. In 1919, Italy, Britain and the United States
of America established respective national level
organizations on tourism industry. In the early 1930s,
tourism industry evolved into a profitable business. In
1938, Canada, Germany, Belgium, Austria, Britain,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, Argentina, Australia and South
Africa became tourist attractions. After the World War 11,
tourism industry made progress in many countries
especially those practising market-oriented economic
system.

The area of tourism industry is greatly wide and it
needs a huge amount of investment. The world nations’
income from tourism industry totalled about 9 billion US$
in 1960, 20 billion US$ in 1970, 104 billion US$ in
1980, 265 billion US$ in 1990 and 477 billion US$ in
2000. The amount was nearly equivalent to the world’s
total agricultural turnover. It is learnt that there were
several causes which helped sharply develop the tourism
industry in 40 years in the world, and the main cause was
rapid development of air transport of cheap “tourist class”.
In the late 20th century, a handful of rich powers owned
70 per cent of world’s airlines and could earn 80 per cent
of income from the world’s tourism industry.

In the 21st century, the Boeing Co of the USA and
the Airbus Co of the Europe laid down plans upgrading
the airplanes. Under the plans, they will replace all the
propeller airplanes with jets, produce jets that can directly
fly for a long distance with a speed 20 per cent faster than
the present ones, and fly in navigable airway higher than
present ones for ensuring more safety and comfort of the
passengers. France, Germany and Britain will carry out
test running of Airbus A 380 in 2005. If successful, the
biggest modern super jet will be able to carry 555
passengers but consume fuel at minimum rate. Japan is
planning to replace MD 11 and DC 10 aircraft with Boeing
767 and Boeing 777 from 2006 to 2008.

According to the data collected in 2000-2001, the
busiest airports in the world were Heathrow, Charles de
Gaulle, Frankfurt and Hong Kong airports. Among them,

Heathrow Airport was the busiest one with a record of 57
million passengers in a year. And the airports where goods
were loaded or unloaded most in the world were Hong
Kong, Narita and Singapore airports, and Hong Kong
Airport set a record with 1.9 metric tons in a year.

The nations whose people are adventurers or those
who regularly make travels around the world can make
progress. They gained knowledge of the Earth earlier than
other countries. Therefore, they could take one jump ahead
of other nations in military, industrial and trade affairs.
The nations that lagged behind in world knowledge
encountered various kinds of troubles, hardships and
problems concerned with ideology, subjugation, debt,
invasion, economic domination and military threats of
the big powers. Some countries were worthy of praise as
they could build up developed nations after acquiring
world knowledge. Thus, there is a lesson to be learnt that
the results of tourism industry can decide the fate of a
nation.

The following table shows tourism industry
development of some Asian nations during the period
from 1987 to 2000.

Tourists (million) Income (US million

1987 2000 1987 2000
China 10.60 31.229 1845 16231
Hong Kong 4.502 13.059 - 7886
Thailand 3.483 9.509 1947 7119
South Korea 1.875 5.322 2299 6609
Singapore  3.373 7.691 2216 6370
Indonesia ~ 0.900 5.064 803 5046
Japan 1.939 4.757 2097 3374
India 1.484 2.641 1455 3296
Philippines  0.781 2.171 459 2534

With regard to the tourism industry of Myanmar,
over 48,000 tourists visited the nation in 1988. After the
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism was established in 1992,
national entrepreneurs could grasp the opportunity to run
hotels and tourism industry in conformity with the rules
and regulations. As a result, the number of tourists who
visited the nation increased to 211,191 in 2000-2001 from
62,547 in 1993-94. Myanmar already has tourist attractions
such as ancient historic sites, natural beauties and
resources, traditions, customs and culture of national races,
and meditation centres. So, with development of air
transport, Myanmar’s tourism industry will further develop
definitely. Air transport plays a key role in the tourism
industry. Attraction, accessibility, accommodation and
administration are also important foundations, which help
develop adventure tourism, village tourism, rural tourism,
eco-tourism, cultural tourism and trekking and camping
tourism.

The more a nation can develop its tourism industry,
the greater benefits it can gain. At the same time, it is
important to conserve environment with high level of
knowledge and technical know-how. And it is also
important to prevent the infiltration of alien decadent
culture, excessive consumption of alcohol and abuse of
narcotic drugs, spread of infectious diseases and infiltration

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of lig

* Use the least possible amount of electrigy
ity only if there is not enough natural
light

* Use the least possible amount of electrigy
ity required in production and service
enterprises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 households u
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving 3
four-foot fluorescent lamp everyday by eachy
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car pef
month will save the nation one US dollan

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmai
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

All this needs to be known

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeasg

of pornographic materials, video tapes and VCDs.
Therefore, all the national people must have wider
knowledge to conserve the natural resources and to
preserve own traditions, customs and culture. Respective
local administrative bodies and national entrepreneurs
are needed to act in cooperation in abiding by rules and
regulations concerned. In this way, Myanmar’s tourism
industry will develop properly and certainly.

FkkAK

(Translation: MS)
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National race
leaders ...

(from page 1)

The dinner was hosted
as a get-together for the na-
tional brethren who live the
length and breadth of the
nation and arrived here to
take part in Maha Thingyan
Festival before their depar-
ture for home.

The national brethren
have been living in the
same land and partaking
water from the same source
sharing weal or woe for
years countable by the
thousand.

The national races who
have been residing in the
Union since time immemo-
rial are not those who have
migrated from other lands
but were born in the
Myanmar territory. There
have been historical evi-
dences that the national
races originated from
Myanmars with the passage
of time.

Therefore, it is a fine
tradition bestowed by the
history that the national
races have been living in
unity in Union in succes-
sive eras.

In the course of history,
there had been the national
unity that was able to es-
tablish the strong nations
such as the First Myanmar
Empire, the Second
Myanmar Empire and the
Third Myanmar Empire.

In the third Myanmar,
the colonialists invaded and
occupied Myanmar and
drove a wedge among the
national races applying di-
vide-and-rule policy. As a
result, there emerged sus-
picions among the national
races.

That was why the na-
tional race leaders with far-
sightedness assembled on
Panglong soil and restored
the fine tradition of na-
tional unity. As a result, the
Union made up of states
and divisions was con-
ceived and born along with
the independence.

Hence, in the time of
the Tatmadaw government,
projects for development of

Prime Minister General Khin Nyu tposeé

b

. =

-

in Kyaunggon TownshipNews on page 16) — MNa

for documntary photos together with teache.rs, students a'na weIIwisher'a?Nyaungbintha Village BEPS

border areas and national
races have been laid down
and are being implemented
while making efforts for
bringing about harmonious
and equitable development
across the nation and re-
storing the national unity.

Therefore, there has
now been better transport
in border areas, thereby
contributing to develop-
ment of education, health
and social sectors and fur-
ther strengthening friend-
ship among the national
races.

The concept of living in
the Union in unity has be-
come stronger with na-
tional solidarity and devel-
opment of border areas and
peace and tranquillity has
also prevailed in those ar-
eas. Closer relationship has
been forged among the na-
tional races who lived far
from each other for some
time in history. He said the
government made arrange-
ments for national people
to understand culture and
customs of a region and to
strengthen goodwill during
the Myanma Traditional
Maha Thingyan Festival.

He said the national
races came to Yangon
wearing their traditional
costumes. When they wore

uniforms, their appearances
and personalities became
the same. It is the fact that
they are members of the
same family born in the
same land though they have
different costumes. He said
he was very pleased to see
that all the national races
stayed in Yangon happily
like family members dur-
ing the Thingyan festival in
accord with noble tradi-
tions existed in the history.
He said he believed that
they would meet the next
time and they are always
to safeguard the concept of
“Whoever tries to break up
us, we will be ever remain
united.” The Prime Minis-
ter urged them to continue
to safeguard goodwill rela-
tions without losing the
contact. He said the dinner
was hosted for making it
memorable and inspiring
the hope to meet again.
He urged them to con-
vey the already-achieved
friendship and noble tradi-
tions to the respective re-
gions and as the ambassa-
dors of the Union to take
part in the efforts to
strengthen national solidar-
ity spirit among the na-
tional races and the concept
— “Whoever tries to break
up us, we will be ever re-

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein presents gifts to cultural troupe members

at the dinner.—ina

main united”.

Next, Prime Minis-
ter General Khin Nyunt
presented gifts to cultural
troupes including Jingphaw
national race of
Sumprabum region of
Kachin State, Rawam na-
tional races of Nawngmon
region, Kayin national race
of Mawchee region of
Kayah State, Kayan na-
tional race of Moebye re-
gion and Kayin national
race of Hlaingbwe region
of Kayin State.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe
Win also presented gifts to
cultural troupes —Chin
national race of Thantlang
region of Chin State, Kadu
national race of Pinlebu-
Banmauk region of
Sagaing Division and Mon

region of Shan State
(South) and Shan national
race of Kengtwang region,
the Yun national race of
Pahlyo/Kenglat region of
Shan State (East) and Wa
national race of Pangsan
region of Shan State
(North), Akha national race
of Kengtung region of Shan
State (East) and Kokang
national race of Laukkai
region of Shan State
(North).

On behalf of the na-
tional races, Kayin national
Ma Nant Aye Aye Moe of
Hlaingbwe region of Kayah
State thanked officials for
their arrangements to pay
homage to Shwedagon Pa-
goda as well as famous pa-
godas and go sightseeing in
downtown Yangon. She

At present, the border
areas witnessed better
transport and socio-eco-
nomic infrastructures and
development of agriculture,
livestock breeding, commu-
nications, industries, trade
and tourism sectors have
been achieved in the bor-
der areas, she said. She
continued to say that bor-
der areas today have devel-
oped like other major
towns, and all the national
brethren are enjoying fruits
of peace.

Later, she confirmed
that they will make con-
certed efforts for develop-
ment of their respective re-
gions based on experience
and knowledge gained in
the excursion.

Next, the artists of Fine

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win presents gifts to cultural troupe members

national race of southern
region of Ye, Mon State;
and Secretary-2 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein presented gifts
to Mon national race of
Chaungchi region of
Taninthayi Division, Naga
national race of Nanyun-
Panhsaung region of
Sagaing Division and Thet
national race of Maungtaw
region of Rakhine State.
Similarly, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint, Lt-Gen Aung Htwe
and Lt-Gen Maung Bo pre-
sented gifts to Pa-O na-
tional race of Kyauktalon

at the dinner.—w~a
said that all the cultural
troupe members could ob-
serve development of the
State in the sightseeing. In
the past, the border areas
where they live had faced
with transport difficulties
in the successive eras and
they lagged behind in de-
velopment, she added.

Arts  Department and
Karaweik Palace performed
Myanma traditional dances
to guests and the national
races of border regions.
Afterwards, the Prime
Minister hosted a dinner to
the guests and national
races of border areas.
MNA
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt offers ‘soon’ to Sayadaws at the prayer hall‘
Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda on 17-4-200&ews reported)— MNA
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt meets departmental officials and social organizations at Dhammayon of Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda on I¥e4:2p0ded) — mNa

of Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt offers ‘soon’ to Lawka Chantha Abhaya Labha
Muni Buddha Image on 17-4-200&ews reported) — MNA

Making all-out efforts for development of respective regions ...

(from page 16)
The commander presented a computer set and Pathein
District PDC Chairman Lt-Col Hla Thwin a TV set to the
TEO.

After attending to their needs, the Prime Minister
delivered an address, saying that it was his third inspection
tour of Kyaunggon Township. All the inspection tours
were related to assistance provided by wellwisher Guardian
U Sein Win to the education sector of the township.
Similarly, he fulfilled requirements of education, health,
social and economic sectors of the township.

He said that he had attended to requirements of
development tasks including education, health and transport
sectors of the township according to the reports of township
level officials and his inspections.

Nowadays, Kyaunggon Township achieves progress
normally. So, all departmental officials at district and
township levels are to strive with diligence and goodwill
for gaining more development in the township.

As the government, on its part, has been striving
for development of education, health and social
infrastructures including roads, bridges and dams spending
a large amount of money for ensuring development of
Ayeyawady Division, it can be seen that progress has
been achieved in almost all the townships of Ayeyawady
Division rapidly.

In addition, roads have been constructed as a
network among all major towns in Ayeyawady Division.
During the period of the present government, Ayeyawady
Division has the longest length of new roads.

Likewise, bridges were built crossing a number of
rivers and creeks to link among the roads in Ayeyawady
Division. The present government could construct 39
bridges which are 180 feet and above long in the division.

As the two bridges under construction will complete
soon, Ayeyawady Division will have 41 bridges in total.
Therefore, Ayeyawady Division will be the region where
the government built the largest number of bridges.

He said now Yangon-Pathein Road is being upgraded
to a tarred road and progress of transport brings about
regional development. He spoke of the need for depart-
mental officials in the region to make concerted efforts
for development of town-to-town roads, town-to-village
roads and village-to-village roads.

He said officials concerned are to provide assistance
to development of economy such as agriculture, livestock
breeding, production and trade in the region while organ-
izing the local people with correct leadership.

He said Ayeyawady Division is a granary of Myanmar
and arrangements are to be made for boosting production
of paddy and reclamation of farmlands. By doing so, the
division needs to keep the position of being a granary of
Myanmar. Systematic plans are to be implemented for
boosting production of crops meeting the targets set by
the state, he added.

Regarding education and health sectors, he said, the
government with lofty aims is laying emphasis on them
according to its priority level. The government is making
arrangements for every township level hospital to become
25-bed one and opening of station hospitals and rural health

care centres at important places, he said.

He spoke at length on systematic arrangements for
upgrading affiliated schools to formal schools and schools
(branch), regional development, forming of villages and
population, opening of basic education schools wherever
necessary.

He said at a time when the government is implement-
ing the tasks for harmonious development in the region
all departmental heads at division, district and township
levels are to make all-out efforts for the development of
the region.

Rural regions are the most basic ones in the develop-
ment of the regions and so five rural development tasks
are being implemented. In this context, officials concerned
are to make field trips to the grassroots levels and fulfill
the requirements of the rural people, he said. He urged
departmental officials to make harmonious efforts for de-
velopment of respective regions and to make use of effec-
tive power of social organizations for greater progress of
the region. The Prime Minister and party went to the
People’s Hospital in Kyaunggon Township and inspected
the hospital. The Prime Minister visited the patients there.

The Prime Minister then gave instructions. They ar-
rived back here in the afternoon. —MNA

The best time to plant a tree was
20 years ago.
The second best time is now.
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EU presidency says unilateral attempt

will not bring M-E peace
Dusun (Ireland), 18 April — The Irish EU presidency said Friday any
attempt to resolve the Middle East conflict unilaterally would not bring lasting
peace in the region, stressing that Israel had to reach agreement with Palestine

achieve security.

“The fact remains
that, in order to achieve
lasting peace and security,
Israel still has to reach
agreement with the
Palestinian people and its
other Arab neighbours. It
remains the case that Israel
has to make peace with its
enemies, not its friends,”
Irish  Foreign  Minister
Brian  Cowen,  whose
country currently holds the
rotating EU presidency,
told a news conference
before an informal EU
foreign ministers meeting
in Tullamore, a city in
central Ireland.

“Everyone  knows
that any attempt to solve
the conflict unilaterally
will not bring lasting

peace. Any viable, long-
term settlement needs to be
both agreed and inclusive.
We have learned that here
in Ireland and there will be

no escaping that reality in
the Middle East,” Cowen
told reporters.

Stressing  that  he
welcomed Bush’s remarks
that “the United States
remains committed to the
vision of two states living
side by side in peace and
security, and its imple-
mentation as described in
the roadmap,” Cowen told
reporters that there were
other US points on which
the EU has a different
approach.

The Foreign
Minister also said that he
was confident that the
European Union, the
United States, Russia and
the United Nations would
continue to work together
in the “Quartet” to secure
an inclusive agreement
between the parties on the
basis of the roadmap, a
Middle East peace plan

crafted by the “Quartet”
that laid out steps towards
an independent Palestinian
state and a final settlement
by 2005.

EU foreign policy
chief Javier Solana, who
was also attending the
Tullamore meeting, told
reporters on Friday that a
Quartet meeting on the
roadmap was likely to be
held in Berlin around April
28, stressing that the
roadmap which envisages
negotiations ~ with  the
Palestinians remained the
basic  framework  for
reaching a final settlement
in the Middle East.

Foreign ministers
from the current 15 EU
countries and its 10 new
member  states ~ were
gathering in Tullamore for
a two-day informal session
during the Irish EU
presidency.

MNA/Xinhua

US industrial production fell 0.2% in March

WasHINGTON, 18 April — Industrial production in the United States fell 0.2 per

cent in March after two months of large gains, the Federal Reserve reported Friday.

In  January and
February, the output at the
nation’s factories, mines and
utilities rose by 0.7 per cent
and 0.8 per centrespectively.

March’s  industrial
production was 3.4 per cent
above its level in the same
period of 2003. For the first
quarter as a while, production
rose at an annual rate of 6.6
per cent. In the fourth quarter
of 2003, it increased at an
upwardly revised annual rate
of 5.6 per cent.

In March, manufactur-

ing output was unchanged
while it registered a 1.1-per-
cent surge in February.
Mining output was down 0.3
per cent in the month,
followinga0.1-per-centrise
in February.The output at
utilities in March dropped
2.3 per cent, the sharpest
declineinayear, reflectinga
decrease in demand because
of unseasonably warm
weather. In February, output
in utilities declined by 0.8
per cent.

The rate of capacity

utilization for total industry
in March declined 0.2
percentage point to 76.5 per
cent. “It shows what every
manufacturer knows,
business is volatile, growing
in spurts, not in a smooth
pattern,” said Daniel
Meckstroth, chief economist
at the Manufacturers
Alliance/MAPI, a research
group. “The report should
be seen as a temporary pause
in the context of a solid
industrial expansion.”
MNA/Xinhua
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Brazilian Govt to promote
programme against famine

Rio DE JaNEIRO, 18 April — The Brazilian Government announced on Friday that
it will put forward a major programme in an effort to fight famine and increase the
number of beneficiary families to 8.5 million next year.

The objective for the Family Package Programme was set by the authorities in the
Budget Guidelines Law sent to the National Congress.

Planning Minister Guido Mantega said in the document that 1.6 billion reals (549
million US dollars) will be channelled to the programme which is aimed at fighting
famine and poverty and providing health, food, educational and social assistance to the

poorest families.

A total of 4.5 million families will receive support from the programme this year.

Along with the Family Package, the Brazilian Government also said in the bill that
it has made agrarian reform one of the priorities for next year.

Mantega added that the aim for 2005 is the same as that of 2004 and efforts will
be made to improve the situation of 115,000 farm households. They need 2.5 billion
reals (859 million US dollars) to achieve the targets. — MNA/Xinhua
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FAO calls for urgent global
commitment to fight hunger

MonTevipeo, 18 April — Visiting Director-General

Jacques Diouf of the

Food and Agricultural

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) called on
Friday for an urgent global political commitment to
fighting hunger and poverty.

As the world
population reaches six
billion, it is ever more
necessary to worry about
the food problem, Diouf
said in Uruguay’s capital
Montevideo after meeting
with Uruguayan Cattle,
Agriculture and Fishing
Minister Martin Aguir-
rezabala.

That is why it is
necessary that the 188 FAO
member states should adopt
a “real political commit-
ment” to contribute to the
fight against hunger and
poverty, he said.

The last world food
summit in 1996 decided to
work in every country to
reduce by half the number
of starving people in the
world by 2015. However,
international aid for
agricultural development
plummeted by 50 per cent

between 1990 and 2000, he
said.

During the meeting
with Diouf, the Uruguayan
minister promised to send
technicians to Angola and
the Democratic Republic of
Congo to help develop local
agriculture.

MNA/Xinhual

Paper reports Kuwaiti security on
red alert

Kuwarr Crry, 18 April
— All commanders of the
Kuwaiti Ministry of Interior
have been instructed to raise
emergency readiness
standards all over the
country in response to the
current serious security
situation in Iraq, daily
newspaper Kuwait Times
reported Saturday. As part
of the plan, more
checkpoints are to be placed
all over Kuwait, particularly
in the northern areas, and
the number of staff on

Iranian vast

northeastern

province divided into three

TEHERAN, 18 April — Iran’s Majlis (Parliament) has
approved on Saturday a plan to divide the vast northeastern
province of Khorassan into three smaller ones, the official
IRNA news agency reported. The three new provinces
will be Northern Khorassan with the northeastern city of
Bojnourd as the capital, Southern Khorassan with the
eastern city of Birjand as the capital and Razavi Khorassan
with Mashhad, the present provincial capital, to be its
capital. The Parliament has been debating the plan for a
long time. The approval of it will increase the number of
Iran’s provinces to 30. The Khorassan Province is located

from the northeast to the east

of Iran, bordering

Turkmenistan and Afghanistan. It is presently the largest
province of the country in area. — MNA/Xinhua

annual leave will be
restricted, as the situation
might demand. All senior
commanders of the ministry
were  summoned  to
headquarters on Thursday,
where they were directed to
ensure that their staff was
in full uniform at their
stations and intensify
training as part of readiness
to deal with emergencies.
Kuwait reinforced its
security safeguard amid the
increasing tension in
southern Iraqi cities,
particularly the standoff
between the US-led
coalition forces and radical
Shiite cleric Moqtada al-
Sadr’s Mehdi army in
Najaf. The amount of
people who entered Kuwait
from Iraq has fallen from
200 to about 50 per day
during past several days.
Meanwhile, the on-going
battle between Saudi
security forces and the al-
Qaeda-linked militants also
increased Kuwait’s worry
about its security situation.

MNA/Xinhua



Int’l community urged to

help solve Mideast crisis

18 April — The United Nations
International Meeting on the Impact of the
Construction of the Wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territory, Including In and Around East Jerusalem,
concluded its two-day session Friday afternoon with
participants urging the international community to

GENEVA,

help solve this crisis.

Afinaldocumentissued
by the meeting said
participants expressed deep
concern over the dangerous
current and potential
humanitarian consequences
of the construction of the
wall, noting that it would
bring further dispossession
for a significant number of
Palestinians.

They also noted that
by destroying, confiscating
and putting off limits
Palestinian agricultural lands
and water sources in the
process of the wall
construction, Israel dealt
another devastating blow to
the Palestinian economy,
which was on the verge of
collapse after three years of
destruction and restrictions

imposed by the occupying
power.

The final document
said participants further
noted that the protracted and
complete lack of dialogue
between the parties
necessitated an active
involvement of  the
international community.

They reaffirmed the
permanent responsibility of
the United Nations with
respect to all the aspects of
the question of Palestine,
until it was resolved in
conformity withrelevant UN
resolutions and norms of
International Law, and until
the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people were fully
realized.

MNA/Xinhua
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Malaysian Premier writes to
Bush ahead of ICO meet

KuaLa LuMPUR, 18 April—Malaysian Prime Minister
Abdullah Badawi said on Saturday he has written to US
President George W Bush and key world leaders ahead of a
meeting of Islamic countries to discuss violence in Iraq and
Palestinian territories.

“T’ve sentletters to President Bush and to leaders of the
Permanent Five of the United Nations on the subject of
Iraq,” Abdullah told reporters after attending a public
function.

“T have also sent letters to President Bush and others
that make up the Group of Four responsible for the Palestinian
‘roadmap’ or peace plan,” he added.

Malaysia, which chairs the 57-nation Organization of
the Islamic Conference, said on Friday it has brought
forward a meeting of ICO foreign ministers to April 22 from
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May 4 at the request of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat.

Malaysia became the ICO chair last year, taking
leadership of a body that reflects the views of the world’s 1.3
billion Muslims buthas been largely ignored by Washington
and Israel due to its scant means or lack of an institutional
framework for action.

Abdullah declined to comment on whether his message
would be taken seriously.

“We’ll see whether they want to keep ignoring us or
not,” he said. “Idon’t want to say much because I ve already
said in my letters quite a lot of things.” — MNA/Reuters

Israel’s withdrawal initiative
must be consistent with roadmap

Moscow, 18 April — Israel’s decision to withdraw

from the Gaza Strip will prove effective if carried out in
full conformity with the internationally accepted
roadmap peace plan, Russian Foreign Minister Serge

Lavrov said Friday.
Israeli Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s plan of
“unilateral disengagement”
from the area is no substitute
for the roadmap, but “an
important and positive first
step on the road to a

comprehensive settlement
including creation of an
independent  Palestine
existing in peace with Israel,”
Lavrov was quoted by the
ITAR-TASSiews agency as
saying. — MNA/Xinhua

Strong quake jolts
Indonesia’s Bengkulu

JAKARTA , 18 April—A powerful earthquake
measuring 6.4 on the Richter Scale rocked Indonesia’§
Bengkulu Province early Saturday, said an official.

The epicentre of the quake, which occurred at 04:57
amlocal time (21:57 GMT Friday), was located 70 kilometres

-under the sea level at the Indonesian ocean, some 140
kilometres northwest of Bengkulu, local meteorology and
geophysics office head Hatta was quoted as saying by the
official Antaranews agency.

There has been no immediate report of casualties or
infrastructure damage so far, said the report.

At least 85 mild tremors have been detected in the
province recently but only two of them were felt by local
residents, he said. — MNA/Xinhua
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Malaysian manufacturing
sales value up in February

KuaLa Lumpur, 18 April— Sales value of Malaysia’s
manufacturing sector recorded 29.4 billion ringgit (7.73
billion US dollars) in February 2004, up 13.5 per cent

over the same month last year, official statistics indicated

on Friday.

For the first two months of 2004, the manufacturing
sector registered a cumulative sales value of 58.9 billion
ringgit (15.5 billion US dollars), an increase of 11.8 per cent
over the same period last year, according to the statistics
issued by the Statistics Department in a Press release.

However, the statistics revealed the sales value of the
month under review was 0.7 per cent lower from the sales
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value of 29.6 billion ringgit (7.79 billion US dollars) reported
in January this year.

The statistics also showed the number of employees
engaged in manufacturing at the end of February 2004 was
1,008,143 persons, an increase of 3.5 per cent as compared
with 974,394 persons at the end of February 2003.

But there was a drop of 0.4 per cent when compared
with the January 2004 figure of 1,012,682 persons, according
to the statistics.

Total salaries and wages paid out to employees in
manufacturing in the first two months of 2004 rose by 9.7
per cent to 3.4 billion (894.73 million US dollars) from 3.1
billion ringgit (815.78 million US dollars) disbursed during
the corresponding period of last year, it said.

The export value of the manufacturing sector, the
mainstay of Malaysian economy, accounts for over 50 per
cent of the country’s total export value. — MNA/Xinhua
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7 killed in fire in Cambodia

Nursery Market Festival continues

YAaNGoN, 18 April — The Nursery Market Festival
continued at Myay Padetha Park in Bahan Township here
today with the aim of providing necessary assistance to
growers and attracting the public to be interested in
agriculture, horticulture, livestock breeding and vegetable
farming.

Kitchen crops, fruits and saplings of herbal plants
are being shown at the festival. Modern and scientific
poultry farming as well as fish and prawn breeding are
also exhibited at the Nursery Market Festival.

Pamphlets and booklets on scientific cultivation of
crops, mechanized farming, utilization of natural and
chemical fertilizers are also available there.

The Nursery Market Festival is drawing more and
more visitors and attracting people to get interested in
agriculture and livestock breeding works.

MNA

PrNom PeNH, 18 April — Seven people in one family
were killed in a fire earlier Friday morning in one of
Phnom Penh’s busiest streets Monivong, police said Friday.

“Seven people died,” Phan Pheng, Police Chief of
Phnom Penh’s Daun Penh District where the fire took
place, told Xinhuaby telephone.

“It happened at around 2 am earlier Friday morning,”
Phan Pheng said. Witnesses said the seven people could
not escape from inside the building when the fire broke

out. — MNA/Xinhua
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Thousands of books are wailting to give you
knowledge free of charge

released Friday.

The annual Economic
and Social Survey of Asia
and Pacific 2004 states that
“assuming no major internal
or external shocks, India
should be able to sustain real
gross domestic product
(GDP) growth rates in the
region of 6 to 7 per cent in
2004-06.”

The survey has been pub-

lished in areport on the Eco-

ADDERTISEM

nomic and Social Commis-
sion for Asia and the Pacific

ENTS d the Paci
(ESCAP) region, which

Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK)
HostInstitutions : University of Foreign Languages, Yangon;
Embassy of the People’s Republic of China

Sponsor : The State Commission of Chinese Profi-
ciency Test

Date : May 15, 2004 (Saturday)

Place : University of Foreign Languages, Yangon

University of Foreign Languages, Mandalay
Application period : From April 6, 2004 (Tuesday) to April
30, 2004 (Friday)

The TEST has three different levels; the examinee can choose
the level that best matches his or her ability and training.
Further information may be obtained from University of
Foreign Languages, Yangon, 119-131 University Avenue,
Yangon (Telephone: 513198) and University of Foreign
Languages, Mandalay (Telephone: 32330).
HSK Guide Books may be purchased at the Cultural

Bangladeshi state-run telecom giant

enters mobile market

Dnaka, 18 April— The Bangladeshi Government has
decided to sign contracts with two foreign companies to
pave the way for introducing the much-awaited state-run
mobile phone service within this year.

Under the first phase of about 138 million US dollars
mobile phone project of the state-run Bangladesh Tel-
egraph and Telephone Board, the contracts for procuring
equipment worth 79 million dollars will be signed with the
Siemens of Germany and China’s Huawei within the next
two months, The Financial Expresported Friday.

The duo will have to initially make 250,000 mobile

groups 62 economies, in-
cluding some developed na-
tions like Japan, Australia
and New Zealand.

In 2003-04 India re-
corded 8.1-per-cent growth
as against a low 4-per-cent
growth in the previous fis-
cal. This was largely due to
the “rebound of agricultural
output, growing by 9.5 per
cent on the back of bumper
food grain harvests. The in-
dustrial sector also sustained
its strong performance.”

In 2004-05, “India’s ag-
riculture sector is expected
to slow somewhat after its
impressive performance in
2003,” leading to a lower
GDP growth of 6 per cent.

Nagesh Kumar, Director-
General of Research and In-
formation System for the
Non-Aligned and Other De-
veloping Countries, pre-
sented the report.

He, however, says the 6-
per-cent growth forecast for
2004-05 is a “rather con-

India to record 6% economy growth

New DeLHI, 18 April — India’s economy is expected to record a lower
growth in 2004-05 as against 8.1 per cent in the previous fiscal, says a new UN report

6-per-cent

servative estimation, given
that India’s economy is
showing good growth mo-
mentum”.

Disagreeing with the
forecast, Kumar expects In-
dia to clock a higher growth
in 2004-05, with the manu-
facturing sector continuing
the momentum alongside
agriculture with another
good southwest monsoon
forecast in 2004.

The report states: “The
high growth in India is in
keeping with the trend of
strong, broad-based growth
in the 2003-04 fiscal, com-
bined with low inflation in
the Asiaand Pacific Region.”

Focusing on “sustaining
growth and tackling pov-
erty”, the report says that
developing countries in the
ESCAP region as a group
are “‘growing faster than the
global economy as well as
other groups of developing
countries”.

MNA/Xinhua

phones operational within six months of signing the con-

tracts. One million mobile phones will be marketed in

phases under the government-financed project.
MNA/Xinhua

Section of the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China:
No-94, Kha Yae Pin Rd, Dagon Township, Yangon and
Office of the Consulate-General of the People’s Republic of
China: Yadanar Lane, Yangyi Aung Road, 35th Street
(Between 65th and 66th Streets), Mandalay.

China reduces restrictions

Students design air bag to help
bedridden patients turn over

GuanczHou, 18April— Two schoolgirls in the south-
ern metropolis Guangzhou have won first prize in a
national technological contest for school children with
an air bag system that helps bedridden patients turr

on foreign-invested companies

Beuing, 18 April— The Chinese Ministry of Com-
merce issued a new regulation on commercial ente|
prises with foreign investment here Friday, reducing
restrictions on these enterprises.

The new regulation will
take effect 1 June, when the
regulation on experiments of
commercial enterprises with
foreign investment jointly
issued by the former State
Economic and Trade Com-
mission and former Ministry
of Foreign Trade and Eco-
nomic Cooperation in 1999
will be abolished.

There are two major
changes in the new regula-
tion from the old one. One is
that the concept “experi-
ments” has been abandoned,
and the other is that restric-
tions on the number, stock
holdings and business scope
of these enterprises have
been reduced.

The ministry said the new
law added the commitments
that China made in its access
to the World Trade Organi-
zation. With the new regula-
tion, it becomes easier for
enterprises to enter the mar-
ket and examining and ap-
proving procedures are also
simplified.

According to the new
regulation, after 11 Decem-
ber, commercial enterprises
with foreign investment en-

gaged in wholesale can do
business relating to medicine
and agricultural chemicals
and plastic films. Besides
these products, commercial
enterprises with foreign in-
vestment engaged in retail
can also do business related
to refined oil.

After 11 February, 2006,
commercial enterprises with
foreign investment engaged
in wholesale can do business
related to chemical fertilizer,
refined oil and raw oil. Com-
mercial enterprises with for-
eign investment engaged in
retail can do business related
to chemical fertilizer after
11 December, 2006.

The regulation still does
not permit these enterprises
to engage in tobacco busi-
ness.

According to the new
regulation, commercial en-
terprises completely foreign
invested will be permitted to
be setup from 11 December.

And also from this day,
commercial enterprises with
foreign investment engaged
in retail will no longer be
limited in provincial capital.

MNA/Xinhua

over.
The automatic air bag
_system has two primary bags
that can be filled with gas to
help the patient turn over to
avoid bedsores.

Attached to the primary
bags are smaller ones that
can be filled with or dis-
charged of gas to avoid over-
heating underneath the pa-
tient’s back.

The processes can be
adjusted to make the patients
feel more comfortable, said
Lin Jia, a senior high student
with the No 47 High School
in Guangzhou.

Lin said the idea to in-
vent an automatic air bag
system occurred to her after
her mother, a charge nurse
withalocal hospital, told her
how hard it was to help pa-
tients change positions.

“It’s a tough job and has
tobedone many timesaday,”
said Lin, “My momsaid she’s
got to be very careful, too, to
avoid causing more pain to
the patients. She’s always
exhausted after a day of
work.”

Lin discussed the idea
with her best friend and
schoolmate Sun Yangxu and

the two soon worked out a
design, which they submit-
ted to their science teacher
Zhang Minli.

“Since the airbags would
be made of rubber, Zhang
said prolonged contact with
them could also be harmful
to the patient’s skin,” noted
Lin, “That’s why we in-
cluded the smaller bags to
our original design.”

She said the air bag sys-
tem was portable, easy to
operate and economical be-
cause most parts could be
replaced. “It will be a bless-
ing to bed-confined patients

Australian Air Force to buy
European refuelling aircraft

CANBERRA, 18 April — The Australian Air Force has
selected Europe’sA330 aircraft to replace its ageing
Boeing 707air-to-air refuelling fleet in a 1.48-billion-

US-dollar project.

The European Aero-
nautic Defence and Space
Company (EADS) teamed
with Australia’s Qantas
Defence Services has won
the project with the EADS
A330 Multi-Role Tanker
Transport Aircraft, said
Defence Minister Robert
Hill in a statement.

The five new aircraft will
be capable of refuelling F/A-
18, F-111 Airborne Early
Warning and Control and
Joint Strike Fighter aircraft,
Hill said.

They will also have a sig-
nificant strategic air lift ca-
pacity when not engaged in
aerial refuelling tasks, in-
cluding the ability to carry
293 passengers and a sig-
nificant amount of cargo, ac-

cording to the Defence Min-
ister.

“The acquisition of an
additional aircraft will pro-
vide a big boost to (the Air
Force’s) operational capa-
bilities,” he said

The basic aircraft will be
constructed in Europe, with
four of the five having refu-
elling modificationsinstalled
and integrated by Qantas in
Brisbane. Qantas Defence
Services will also conduct
through life support of the
aircraft in Australia.

Hill said that all the air-
craft would be fitted with an
Electronic Warfare Self Pro-
tection suite for defence
against shoulder fired sur-
face to air missiles.

MNA/Xinhua

and nurses alike if it’s put
into mass production.”

Zhang said the girls’ in-
vention had been selected to
represent China in an inter-
national children’s invention
show in Tokyo, Japan this
August.

“We’ll try to talk a local
rubber plant into making a
sample product so that their
invention will be more con-
vincing and impressive on
the international occasion,”
said Zhang. “Thope they will
stand out again in Tokyo.”

MNA/Xinhua

Navy helicopter crashes in

S Korea,
SEoUL, 18 April— A heli-
copter of South Korean Navy
crashed on Friday afternoon,
killing one soldier, reported
local TV news station YTN.
YTN said the helicopter
crashed around 3:00 pm
(0600 GMT) Friday in
Pohang City, some 300 kilo-
metres southeast to Seoul,
when it was on the way to
support fire controlling
work of a blaze in a near
mountain.

killing one
Television footage shows
that the plane crashed into
ruin except of the afterbody,
and smoke rose from the
wreckage. Local police has
blocked the scene.

One soldier was con-
firmed dead, but other three
also on board the chopper
were still missing, said YTN.
Rescuing work and investi-
gation of the incident are
undergoing.

MNA/Xinhua

AIDS is a national concern.




THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Monday, 19 April, 2004 13

“Atlas” rocket carries Japanese
commercial satellite Aloft

CarPe CaNAveraL (Florida),
communications satellite made a picture-perfect nighttime launch from Cape Canaveral

18 April—An Atlas 2r

ocket carrying a Japanese

on Thursday, lighting the Atlantic seaboard in central Florida like a shimmering

torch.

The 8:45 pm. EDT (0045
GMT Friday) liftoff fol-
lowed a perfect countdown
and extended the string of
successful launches by
Lockheed Martin’s Atlasto
71, dating back to 1993.

This was the fourth launch
of the year for International
Launch Services, a partner-
ship between Lockheed Mar-
tin and the Khrunichev State
Research Centre in Russia,
according to International
Launch Services.

The 3.5-ton Superbird 6
satellite separated from the
Atlas upper stage about 30
minutes after liftoff. It will
be operated by Space Com-
munications Corp of Tokyo
and provide home and busi-
ness video and data services
to Japan, Australia, New
Zealand, Taiwan, Korea and

Hawaii. The satellite was
builtby Boeing Satellite Sys-
tems, a subsidiary of Boeing
Co <BA.N>.

Boeing Satellite President
Dave Ryan told Reutershat
while commercial satellite
customers make up a shrink-
ing share of the company’s
business, following a glut of
launches in the late 1990s,
the US Government is more
than making up for thatdrop-
off.

Ryan said satellites serv-
ing the US Armed Forces
and intelligence agencies
will grow from seven billion
US dollars in business in
2003 to about 17 billion US
dollars a year in the next
decade. “As we’ve seen in
the Middle Eastand Afghani-
stan, when you need com-
munications quickly, you

Singapore researchers develc
dissolving heart stent

SiNGAPORE, 18 April — A team of researchers from

Singapore has made a completely biodegradable heart ~Customs officers seized the 946 false

stent aimed at improving patient recovery and reducing
infections, the city state’s Nanyang Technological Univer,

sity said on Friday.

Stents are small tube-like
devices surgically implanted
into patients to address
blockages such as clogged
arteries.

Currently permanently
inserted metal stents are used
which can cause blood clots
and re-blockage of blood
vessels. Patients need to take
several drugs to prevent these
problems.

NTU said in a statement
the new stent can carry mul-
tiple layers of drugs that can
be released into a patient’s
body at various rates over a
sustained period of time from

days to several months.

After that, the stent will
completely dissolve in the
body as lactic acid.

The product, which took
two and a half years to de-
velop, will enable doctors to
tailor prescriptions for dif-
ferent patients for optimal
treatment, said a spokesper-
son from NTU.

According to the state-
ment, the stents can be used
in coronary arteries, the
brain, the lungs, the urinary
tract,and any partin the body
where fluid flow is disrupted.

MNA/Reuters

also need a lot of it,” said
Ryan. The government is
reaching the point where
every military radio will be
able capable of contact with
every other military radio on
the planet, not only for audio
communications but also for
data and streaming video, he
said. —MNA/Reuters

AlLockheed Martin Atlas 22
rocket lifts off carrying th
Japanese Superbird 6 spa
craft designed to relay tel
vision and provide Interne
services across the Asia-F
cific region from the Cap
Canaveral Air Force Statio
in Cape Canaveral, Florid
\on 15 April, 2004.NTERNET

Minister says
Russian video
piracy finances

terrorism

Mocow, 18 April—Rus-
sia’s huge illegal software
and music market is financ-
ing terrorism, Russia’s Sci-
ence Minister said on Fri-
day.

Market stalls and kiosks
across Russia sell pirated
software, compact discs and
videos — often selling films
long before they open in
Russian cinemas. Industry
estimates say around three-
quarters of the Russian mar-
ket is illegal.

“In buying a pirated disc,
aperson is not only breaking
the law of property and is
financing not only crooks,”
Science Minister Andrei
Fursenko told President

. Vladimir Putin.

)piz

cial said.

Soria, 18 April—Bulgarian police
ed nearly 1,000 fake French, Greek and
Spanish blank passports as they were about
to be smuggled out of the country, an offi-

passports hidden in a truck and arrested
-two Bulgarians at the country’s Kalotina
border crossing with Serbia, Interior Min-

Reuters.

istry Chief Secretary Boiko Borisov told

Borisov said police knew when and where
the smugglers would try to move the pass-
ports out of the country and had waited to
seize them at the border, as under Bulgarian
law printing false documents is not a crime,
but smuggling them is.

“(He is financing) via the

Bulgaria seizes hundreds of fake foreign passportgzc soor e cconomy

‘which leads to terrorism.”

Last year, more than
300 people were killed in
Russiain suicide bombings
that the Kremlin blamed
on Chechen separatists it
sees as a part of an interna-
tional terror network and
allies of al-Qaeda.

But Putin made clear

MNA/Reuters that government efforts to

migrants, officials said.

Search operations were
halted because of very rough
weatherinthecentral Mediterra-
nean and “the lack of possibility
of survival,”aspokesman forthe
rescue coordination centre in
Malta said.

The alarm was raised on
Thursday night after somebody
in the 40-foot boat with 96 peo-
ple on board contacted a third
party in Italy using a satellite
phone, said the Rescue Coordi-

At least 43 killed
in Congo ferry disaster

KinsHAsA, 18 April—At least 43 people, mostly chil-
dren, died and 10 were reported missing after a bo.

it
capsized last week off the shore of Lake Tanganyika in]a

remote corner of eastern Congo, a UN spokeswoman s,

on Thursday.

The spokeswoman, quoting survivors, said the bodies of
25 children, 17 women and one man had been recovered
while local fishermen rescued 53 people clinging to plastic
containers and took them to shore.

The 15-ton wooden ferry was transporting goods and
passengers north from Tembwe to Kalemie, 44 miles up the
lake when it capsized off the village of Obola.

“Half an hour after the boat left, water started pouring in

as the boat was overloaded and probably in bad condition,”
Eva Gilliam said by phone from Congo’s trading town of
Kalemie, where most of the survivors began to gather
several days after the April 8 tragedy.

She said the exact number of passengers was not known
as the boat’s official manifest only had 32 people on board,
but at least 10 people were unaccounted for.

MNA/Reuters

nation Centre of the Maltese
Armed Forces.
The vessel was reported to be

Boat carrying 100 feared lost off Malta

VALLETTA , 18 April—Maltese rescue teams and NATO warships called off a searchficial discs were so much
on Friday for a boat in difficulty with about 100 people aboard, possibly illegal

at the time some 100 nautical
miles southwest of Malta. The
spokesman could not confirm
that the boat was ferrying ille-
gal migrants to Europe.

He said four NATO war-
ships—from Germany, Italy,
the Netherlands and the
United States — and two air-
craft, fromItaly and the United
States, had taken part in the
search.

Tllegal migrants pass near
Malta on their way across the
Mediterranean from North
Africa to Italy. Scores have

support legal producers
would be useless while of-

more expensive than pi-
rated versions. Fake com-
diedinrecentyears whenover- | pact discs cost as little as
crowdedboatscapsizedorsank. | two US dollars.

MNA/Reuters MNAReuters

id  Ankara, 18 April —At
least seven high school chil-
dren died on Friday when a
train hit their school minibus
on alevel crossing in central
Turkey, railway officials
said.

“We fear the death toll
will rise,” railway spokes-
man Mehmet Ayci told
Reutersadding that 13 chil-
dren had been injured.

The accident happened as
the children were going to
school in the town of Polatli,
about 60 miles southwest of
the capital Ankara.

The Anatolianstate news

Seven Turkish children die
after train hits bus

agency said the driver sur-
vived the crash and was
taken to hospital. His son
was among the injured chil-
dren, NTV television re-
ported.

It was not clear why the
accident happened.

Also on Friday, 11 peo-
ple were killed when a truck
collided with a bus in the
town of Amasya near the
Black Sea.

Reckless driving is com-
mon in Turkey, which has
one of the highest road mor-
tality rates in the world.

MNA/Reuter:

Arab countries rich in
resources but poor in
trade

Asu Dagi, 18 April — The Arab world’s share of the
global economy falls far short of its share of oil wealth,
mainly because it has failed to attract investment, the
local English daily Khaleej Timesreported Friday.

A report released by the Economic and Social Commis-
sion for Western Asia of the United Nations on Thursday
said that Arab countries accounted for 4.8 per cent of the
world’s population but only 2.3 per cent of its gross domestic
product (GDP) and 3.2 per cent of total world trade.

“The share of the Arab world in the world economy is not
commensurate with its human and natural resources endow-
ment,” the annual report said.

“Among the factors that have contributed to these modest
shares are the relatively low levels of investment and use of
advanced technology,” it said.

In 2002, the Arab world attracted just 0.7 per cent of world
foreign direct investment (FDI) flows and its information
and communication infrastructure was below average.

According to the report, the level of trade among Arab
countries was “disappointing” despite moves toward a re-
gional economic bloc. Intra-Arab trade accounted for 8.1 per
cent of total Arab trade in 2002, far below levels within other
regional blocs, although the figure rises to a more typical 19
per cent if oil exports are excluded, it said.

Investment flows among Arab countries between 1985
and 2001 averaged one billion US dollars a year, the region
is in dire need to increase not only intra-investment flows,
but also FDI flows in general, the report added.

MNA/Xinhua
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Henry hailed as world’s best
striker by Wenger

LonpoN, 17 April — Thierry Henry was hailed as the world's best
striker by Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger on Friday after he scored
four goals in the league leaders' 5-O rout of relegation-haunted Leeds

Henry is the first Arsenal player for 53 years to score hat tricks
in successive games at Highbury — he scored three in the 4-2 defeat
of Liverpool last Friday — and the first to score four goals in a game
for the club since Ian Wright in 1991.

The win put Arsenal 10 points clear at the top with just five games
remaining and Wenger labelled his side's finishing as "perfect".

Asked whether there was a better striker than Henry in world
soccer, he said: "I don't think so. T am not the most objective person
but personally — no, I don't think so.

"His finishing gets better and when he breaks through no one can
catch him. It's not only his pace, it's his power and his clinical
finishing. "It's difficultto find new words for Thierry, the bestis just
to watch him.— MNA/Reuters

Determined Sochaux seek League Cup reward

SocHaux (France), 17 April — Sochaux seek their first trophy for 66 years whel
they tackle knockout specialists Nantes in the French League Cup final on Saturdal

Victory for either side at
the Stade de France will be a
first, with neither having won
the competition before.

Sochaux's hunger is prob-
ably the greater, however.
Thrashed 4-1 in the final by
Monaco last year, the club
fromeastern France have not
won a major prize since se-
curing the second of their
two French league titles in
1938.

Victory would also bring
with it a guaranteed place in
the UEFA Cup next season.

The game offers probably
the last chance of glory in a
Sochaux shirt for a genera-
tion of players who took the
club back to the top flight in
2002 and up to their current
positionof fourthinLigue 1.

Players like France
midfielder Benoit Pedretti,
striker Pierre-Alain Frau,
defender Jeremy Mathieu or
Brazilian-born Tunisian
striker Santos could all leave
at the end of the season.

"The backbone of the
team has been the same for
the past four of five years
andit'sreally our last chance
to win something with
Sochaux," said Pedretti.

"A lot of players will be
leaving the boat at the end of
the season. That's why we
want to do well and take the
club to the UEFA Cup," he
added.

Last year Sochaux's
dreams were shattered when
they were outclassed by

Monaco and they will be
doubly determined against
Nantes.

"We've been together for
several great seasons and it
would be a perfect celebra-
tion to bring the League Cup
back home.

"We came close last year.
‘Wehave another chance and
we cannot miss it because
it's probably the last," said
Frau.

Pedretti said in training
this week there was only a
"five-per-cent chance" of
him staying next season and
Frauisinadvanced talks with
Olympique Marseille.

Santos, who was joint top
goalscorer in this year's Af-
rican Nations Cup, and oth-
ers like Nigeria's Wilson
Oruma are also expected to
move. If they are to depart
withawinner's medal in their
pockets, Sochaux's players
will have to beat the best cup
team in France of the past
decade.

Despite up and down re-
sults at league level, Nantes
won the French Cup in 1999
and 2000 and are still on
course for an unprecedented
double of League and French
Cup triumphs this season.

The Canaries, who are
seventhinLigue 1, hostParis
St. Germain in the French
Cup semifinals on April 28.

Like Sochaux, Nantes are
benefitting from a promis-
ing generation of young
players, led by goalkeeper

Mickael Landreau, who at
24 has already wononeLigue
1 title, two cups and played
inaChampions League semi-
final.

"We've always respected
our opponents even those
from lower divisions," said
defender Nicolas Gillet,
commenting on Nantes' re-
cent Cup success.

Defender Mathieu Berson
has another theory. "Maybe
we're not as consistent at
leaguelevel as previous great
Nantes teams and as aresult,
we grab everything we can
put our hands on (in the cup
competitions),” he said.

Four-goal Henry sinks sad Leeds

Lonpon, 17 April —lrresistible Thierry Henry scored four times as Premier League
leaders Arsenal walloped struggling Leeds United 5-0 on Friday.

With five games left, Ar-
senal moved within touch-
ing distance of the titleon 81
points from 33 matches, 10
clear of second-placed Chel-
sea and 13 ahead of Man-
chester United. Leeds were
the last team to beat Arsenal
in the league when they
scuppered the Gunners' title
bid last season in a 3-2 win

on 4 May.

However, it was obvious
as soon as Robert Pires
opened the scoring in the
sixth minute there would be
no repeat on Friday.

Henry followed up with
three superb finishes and a
delightfully taken penalty
between the 27th and 67th

A week ago the French-
man scored three goals in a
4-2 win over Liverpool and
he has now scored five hat-
tricks for Arsenal. His fourth
goal was his 150th for the
club since he joined in 1999.

Henry has raced clear in
the leading scorers list in the
Premier League and now
stands on 29, eight ahead of

" Arsenal can )
T Arsenal can

open up aten
point gap at the
top of the
English Pre-
miership with a
victory over
relegation-
haunted Leeds
with skipper
Patrick Vieira
insisting the
Gunners’ team
spirit will carry

| ‘ them through to
| the title.

i INTERNET
Newcastle United's Alan
Shearer.

Asked about his four
goals, Henry told SkySports:
"T just played some great
balls (that had been put
through) for me and the other
was a penalty.

"It's always a pleasure to
have quality players along-

Arsenal have moved on
to a record 33-match unde-
feated league run in a single
season but Leeds remain
deep in relegation trouble in
18th place, still two points
behind Portsmouth who have
two games in hand.

On Saturday, Portsmouth
are at home to Manchester
United. Chelsea host mid-
table Everton.

Pires provided the first
course of Friday's feast run-
ning on to a fine pass from
Dennis Bergkamp and beat-
ing Paul Robinson from 18
metres.

Leeds battled but
Gilberto's flicked pass put
Henry through on 27 min-
utes and Robinson had no
chance. Henry made it 3-0
from the penalty spot six
minutes later after Michael
Duberry handled inside the
areaand the Frenchman com-
pleted his hat-trick five min-
utes into the second half with
Gilberto again the provider.

Leeds' misery was com-
plete 17 minutes later when
Henry sped clear of four de-
fenders to net his fourth.

Leeds manager Eddie
Gray told SkySports: "When
you catch them on a night
like that you are going to
struggle.”

minutes.

MNA/Reuters

side.” MNA/Reuters

Andy Roddick eyes the ball before returning it to Jurd
Melzer of Austria during a US Men'’s Clay Court
Championships match on 16 April, 2004, at Westsid
Tennis Club in Houston. Roddick won 7-5, 7-6 to
advance to the semifinalsINTERNET

Answer for yesterday’s Crossword Puzzle

Argentine duo set pace in Spain

SEVILLE (Spain), 17 April — Argentine players Cesar
Monasterio and Ricardo Gonzalez dominated the Seville
Open leaderboard early in the second round on Friday, with
Monasterio edging into the lead by a stroke.

Gonzalez set the morning target of eight-under-par 136
with a six-under 66, before Monasterio, playing his first full
season on tour at the age of 40, went past him by a stroke
with a 67.

Ferguson hits out at FA over
Scholes hearing

MancHESTER (England), 17 April — Manchester United
manager Alex Ferguson has criticized the Football Associa-
tion before next week's disciplinary hearing involving
United midfielder Paul Scholes.

Scholes is due to face the FA on Monday to answer a
charge of violent conduct relating to an incident in United's
3-2 home defeat by Middlesbrough on 11 February.

The England international is facing a three-match ban if
the case is proved and Ferguson is predicting a "difficult
hearing" for the 29-year-old.

€N "You know the FA with Manchester United. It's a differ-
ent scenario for every other club in the county apart from us,
eso we expect him probably to have a difficult hearing.

"I don't think he will get the same hearing that other
players get, but we will just have to wait and see," Ferguson
told a news conference on Friday.

In December Ferguson and United were forced to issue an
apology after Ferguson suggested the FA and Arsenal struck
a deal over the Highbury club's punishment for the ugly
fracas at the United-Arsenal game on 21 September.

Scholes was involved in a clash with Middlesbrough's
Brazilian midfielder Doriva. The FA have charged him after
viewing television footage as the incident was missed by
referee Paul Durkin.

MNA/Reuters

Leader Monasterio included a run of six threes and eight
birdies to head Gonzalez, who was joined later in second
place by Italy's Emanuele Canonica and Severiano
Ballesteros' nephew Raul Ballesteros.

Monasterio, on the advice of role-model and fellow
former caddie Eduardo Romero, tried to qualify for the
European Tour in 1998 but it was not until last year, after
seven wins in South America, that he settled in Europe.

He just failed in 2003 to make his full card from the
Challenge Tour, finishing in 16th place on the rankings, a
place away from qualifying, but he bounced back by win-
ning his card at the tour school.

With a 36th and 67th place and two missed cuts from four
starts this campaign, Monasterio's form hardly predicted his

Ben Curtis hits out of the trap on the eighth green during
the second round of the MCI Hertiage on 16 April, 2004,

early lead on Friday but now he has chance to ensure he
keeps his card for a second season.

MNA/Reuters

at Harbour Town Golf Links on Hilton Head Island, SC.
Curtis finished the round with a 66 and an 8-under total
of 134 —INTERNET
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WEATHER )

Sunday, 18 April, 2004

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, weather has been partly cloudy in
lower Sagaing, Magway, Yangon, Ayeyawady, Taninthayi Di-
visions, and rain or thundershowers have been widespread in
Kachin, Shan States, upper Sagaing Division and isolated in the
remaining areas. The noteworthy amount of rainfall recorded
were Myitkyina (1.74) inches, Hkamti (1.65) inches. The day
temperatures were (8°C) to (10°C) below normal in Kachin,
Shan States, upper Sagaing Division, (5°C) below normal in
Mon State, (7°C) above normal in Ayeyawady Division, (3°C)
above normal in Rakhine State and Magway Division and about
normal in the remaining areas. Significant day temperature was
(41°C) at Magway.

Maximum temperature on 17-4-2004 was 37.5°C (96°F).
Minimum temperature on 18-4-2004 was 22.0°C (72°F). Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 18-4-2004 was 71%. Total
sunshine hours on 17-4-2004 was (10.7) hours approx. Rainfall
on 18-4-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004 was 5 mm (0.20 inch)
at Yangon Airport and 12 mm (0.47 inch) at Kaba-Aye and
3 mm (0.12 inch) at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed
at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph from Southwest at (16:30)
hours MST on 17-4-2004.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the North and
Southeast Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of
Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 19-4-2004ksolated rain or
thundershowers are likely in Kachin, Shan States, Sagaing and
Mandalay Divisions and weather will be partly cloudy in the
remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).
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Making all-out efforts for development of respective regions stressed
Nyaungthaya BEPS in Kyaunggon

of

Prime Minister attends opening of school building of

YANGON, 18 April— Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt, accompanied by ministers, deputy ministers,
officials of the State Peace and Development Council
Office and departmental heads, this morning arrived in
Mezali Village, Nyaungdon Township, where they were
welcomed by Chairman of Ayeyawady Division Peace
and Development Council Commander of South-West
Command Maj-Gen Soe Naing and officials.

Next, the Prime Minister and party went to
Kyaunggon, Ayeyawady Division. They were welcomed
there by departmental officials of Pathein District and
Kyaunggon Township, social organizations and local
people.

Afterwards, Chairman of Myanmar Education
Committee Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt attended
the opening ceremony of the new building at Basic
Education Primary School in Nyaungthaya Village,
Ywathagon Village-tract, Kyaunggon Township. Also
present were Commander Maj-Gen Soe Naing, the
ministers, the deputy ministers, officials of the State Peace
and Development Council Office, departmental heads, local
authorities, the wellwisher, members of the School Board
of Trustees, Parent-Teacher Association, teachers, students
and local people.

At the ceremony, Commander Maj-Gen Soe Naing,
Deputy Minister for Education Col Aung Myo Min and
Wellwisher Guardian U Sein Win formally opened the
school building.

Wellwisher Guardian U Sein Win explained the
purpose of the donations and handed over documents
related to the building to Ayeyawady Division Education
Officer U Maung Maung.

Next, General Khin Nyunt presented K 1 million,
150 dozens of exercise books and 50 dozens of pencils
for the school to the TEO.

Afterwards, officials accepted K 500,000 donated

3 |

National Health Committee Chairman Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects Kyaung

w2

gon Hospital.—°

by the commander, exercise books and teaching aid by
Col Aung Myo Min, K 300,000 by Chairman of Pathein
District Peace and Development Council Lt-Col Hla
Thwin and a cassette and sports gear by Divisional
Education Officer U Maung Maung.

Later, the General and party posed for documentary
photos together with teachers, students and the wellwisher.

The building was constructed at a cost of K 9.5
million by wellwisher Guardian U Sein Win. It is a
concrete building, 70 feet long and 30 feet wide. The

-
X

wellwisher has built school buildings for Kyaunggon
BEHS No 2 and Myinlangon Village BEPS.

Next, the Prime Minister met with local authorities
and officials of social organizations at the township office.
The Prime Minister heard reports on matters related to the
township and departmental tasks by Chairman of Township
Peace and Development Council U Kyi San and officials.
The Prime Minister presented a TV set, a VCR and a
computer set each to Kyaunggon BEHS No 1 and No 2.

(See page 9)
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt meets departmental officials and social organization members in Kyaunggon.—"
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Work Committee for Upgrading Environs of Kandawgyi Gardens &
Zoological Gardens (Yangon) meets

YANGON, 18 April—
The Work Committee for
Upgrading the Environs of
Yangon Kandawgyi
Gardens and Zoological

Kandawgyi Gardens and
Zoological Gardens
(Yangon). If the tasks are
complete earlier than
scheduled, the people can

Gardens (Yangon) held the
coordination meeting at the
briefing hall of Water
Plaza construction site of
Central Forest Zone this
afternoon, attended by
Chairman of the Work
Committee Commander
Maj-Gen Myint Swe.
Speaking on the
occasion, Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council
Commander of Yangon
Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe said that it is
necessary to add
momentum for carrying
out some tasks though
remaining tasks have
completed in upgrading the
environs of Yangon City

enjoy the benefits sooner.
Officials are to make
efforts for upgrading the
tasks to enable the area to
be a tourist attraction.
Emphasis is to be laid on
supply of water for
agricultural purpose,
storage capacity of water
in Kandawgyi Lake,
systematic carrying out of
waste water treatment and
quality control of tasks.
Vice-Mayor Col
Maung Pa, Deputy
Minister for Forestry Brig-
Gen Tin Naing Thein,
Deputy Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation
U Ohn Myint, Deputy
Minister for Hotels and
Tourism Brig-Gen Aye

Myint Kyu and Deputy
Minister for Science and

and officials reported on
construction of the zones.

Technology U Nyi Hla Afterwards, the
Nge  reported  their | commander fulfilled the
respective sectors. requirements of

Next, Chairman of

in Education Zone and
upgrading of the
Agricultural Museum and
the Swimming Pool. The
commander gave instru-

in Kandawgyi Gardens.
After the meeting,
the commander and party
inspected construction of
the entrance and car park
in Central Forest Zone,

Myanmar Hoteliers
Association U Khin Shwe

construction tasks and gave
instructions on laying of
12 feet wide tarred roads

progress in building the
Fresh Water Fish Garden

-

e

ctions on timely comple-
tion of the tasks.
MNA

1 —
Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe addresses the meeting to upgrade Yangon City Kandawgyi Gardens’ Environs
and Zoological Gardens (Yangon)gN cMMmp



