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Four political objectives (l

*  Stability of the State, community peace an
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Const
tution

* Building of a new modern developed natior
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base and alL
round development of other sectors of th
economy as well

*  Proper evolution of the market-oriented eco-
nomic system

* Development of the economy inviting partici-
pation in terms of technical know-how and
investments from sources inside the country
and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and thq
national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
preservation and safeguardingof cultural
heritage and national character

*  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

*  Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-
ards of the entire nation

Prime Minister offers water to cleanse face of Lawka
Chantha Abhaya Labha Muni Buddha Image

YANGoN, 17 April — Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt offered water to Lawka Chantha Abhaya
Labha Muni Buddha Image on Mindhamma Hill in Insein
Township here at 6.30 am today, the Myanmar New Year
Day.

Present on the occasion were Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council Chairman Yangon Command
Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, the ministers, the deputy
ministers, officials of the State Peace and Development
Council Office, departmental heads, members of the pa-
goda board of trustees and pilgrims.

First, the Prime Minister offered ‘soon’, flowers and
water to the Buddha Image. Next, the ceremony was
opened with the three-time recitation of Namo Tassaand
Chairman of the board of trustees U Shein Aung Bo re-
cited the Ghatha ‘Sabba Jeya Mangala’.

To offer water for the cleansing of the face of the
Image, the Prime Minister and party went round the Image
clockwise and took their positions at the designated places.

At the auspicious time, the Prime Minister offered
water to the Image and shared the merits gained. Then,
the ceremony ended with three-time recitation of
Buddha Sasanam Ciram Titthatu

After the ceremony, Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt inspected all-round construction tasks on
Mindhamma Hill. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt cleanses the face
of Lawka Chantha Abhaya Labha Muni Buddha
Image.—vNa

Nayikan Bridge on Yangon-Sittway Road inaugurated in Sittway Townéhip

YANGON, 17 April—
Nayikan Bridge was inau-
gurated near Nayikan Vil-
lage in Sittway Township
this morning.

The bridge is on
Yangon-Sittway Road and
it was built by construction
group-10 of Public Works.

The opening ceremony
was attended by member of
the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than of the
Ministry of Defence, Chair-

man of Rakhine State
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Western Command Maj-
Gen Maung Oo, Minister
for Construction Maj-Gen
Saw Tun, Col Than Tun
Aung of Sittway Station,
Secretary of Rakhine State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Khin
Maung Than, local authori-
ties, members of Rakhine
State Organization for
Women’s Affairs, Mater-

nal and Child Welfare As-
sociation, the Union Soli-
darity and Development
Association, War Veterans
Organization, Red Cross
and Fire Brigades and lo-
cal people totalling about
10,000.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than delivered an address.
He said the government
laid down plans and built a
lot of infrastructures in eco-
nomic, transport, educa-
tion, health and social sec-

tors with greater momen-
tum for equitable develop-
ment of the regions in
states and divisions includ-
ing Rakhine State and
socio-economic life of the
national people.

He said transport is the
most important and basic
requirement for develop-
ment of a region. With the
progress of transport, pro-
duction, trade and eco-
nomic, education, health
and social conditions of the

region will improve in har-
mony, he said.

He said relationship
among the national races
will become closer and they
can exchange views. The
closer relationship will
strengthen goodwill, under-
standing, solidarity and
Union Spirit. This is why
the government is laying
emphasis on better transport
in all regions of the states
and divisions, he added.

(See page 10)
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Newly opened Nayikan Bridge seen in Sittway Township, Rakhine State.—

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Strive for timely completion
of hydel power projects

The State Peace and Development Couf-
cil has been making all-out efforts for enabling
the nation to keep pace with others. Energ
sector including electric power plays a majon]
role in building a new modern and developed
nation. To be able to lay down and implemen

Paritta water poured on
Yangon City

YANGON, 17 April — State Sangha Maha Nayaka
Committee member Yankin Township Maha Bawdi
Monastery Presiding Nayaka Sayadaw Agga Maha
Ganthavagaka Pandita Bhaddanta Pandita Bhivamsa and
members of the Sangha flew over Yangon City by
helicopter reciting Parittas for perpetual prevalence of
peace among Myanmar citizens as well as global peo-
ple on New Year Day morning, 1366 ME. The
Sayadaws then poured Paritta water on the city.

MNA

electric power projects systematically, the lead
ing committee for development of electrig
power led by Head of State Senior Generdl
Than Shwe and the work committee for devel
opment of electric power were formed.

With improvement of the living stand-
ard of the people and economic development,
the power consumption has increased by abo
15 per cent annually. Hence, Head of Stai
Senior General Than Shwe has given guidan
calling for generation of 2,000 megawatt mor
during the period of the present third five-year
plan based on rich water resources in the n
tion. Therefore, priority is being given to es-|
tablishing of hydel power projects.

Chairman of the State Peace and Deve}-
opment Council Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General Than Shwe a
party inspected Shwesayay Hydel Pow
Project in Budalin Township, Sagaing Division
on 10 April and gave guidance to officials con
cerned. In his instructions, Senior General
Than Shwe said that there are many hyd
power projects along the Chindwin Valley,
adding that the hydel power project to be im-
plemented in the environs of Shwesayay Vil
lage will contribute much towards developmen
of regions on the west bank of Monywa an
Pakokku District. With water supply from the
project, farmers there will be able to engage i
double and triple croppings and their living
standard will improve and the regions will
become greener.

Shwesayay Hydel Power Project is onp
of the hydel power projects to be implemente
along Chindwin River. According to the ex-
perts, there are 268 water resources in whic
hydel power can be generated and it is expecte
that the water resources will be able to gener
ate about 40,000 megawatt. Currently, hyde
power projects in the nation have been able t
generate some 390 megawatt and there are si
much to be implemented.

On completion, Shwesayay Hydel Powey
Project will be able to supply electricity to fac-
tories, mills and mining projects in Monywa
region and to other regions through the grid
system. Therefore, all responsible officials ar
to make relentless efforts for timely comple
tion of the hydel power projects being imple-
(mented by the State.
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Parittas recited at Information Minister’s Office on New Year Day

YANGON, 17 April— The ceremony to recite Parittas
to be free from danger was held at the Ministry of Infor-
mation on Theinbyu Street at 9 am today, Myanmar New
Year Day (17 April) attended by Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan and wife Daw Kyi Kyi Win. Also
present were Presiding Nayaka Sayadaw of Dagon Pariyatti
Monastery Agga Maha Pandita Bhaddanta Gunananda and
members of the Sangha, Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung
Thein, directors-general and managing directors of de-
partments and enterprises under the ministry and officials.

First, Sayadaw Bhaddanta Gunananda and mem-
bers of the Sangha consecrated Buddha images. Next, the
minister and wife and party received the Five Precepts
from the Sayadaw. The minister and wife donated provi-
sions to members of the Sangha.

Afterwards, the Sayadaws recited Mangala Sutta
and the Parittas and the minister and wife and party shared
merits gained.

Similarly, the ceremony to recite Parittas was held

NPE Managing Director Col Soe Win and wife Daw

at the head office of News and Periodicals Enterprise on
Theinbyu Street this morning. Present were Managing
Director Col Soe Win of NPE and wife Daw Than Than
Aye, Adviser U Tin Kha, directors, chief editors and of-
ficials.

Chairman of Pazundaung Township Sangha Nayaka
Committee Agga Maha Pandita Agga Maha Ganthavacaka
Pandita Myatheindan Monastery Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Kesara administered the Nine Precepts. Next, members of
the Sangha recited Parittas.

The managing director and wife offered ‘soon” and
provisions to the Sayadaws.

At the Sub-printing House of Myanma Alin and
Kyemon Dailies in Mandalay, Editor Captain Nyunt Zaw
and staff received the Five Precepts from members of the
Sangha. Next, members of the Sangha recited Parittas.
Later, Captain Nyunt Zaw and officials offered donations
to the Sayadaws and shared merits gained.

- e AT
Than Than Aye

and party pay homage to .Sayadaws.

Staff of SPDC Office, Central Offices
perform meritorious deeds

YANGON, 17 April— Staff families of the State Peace
and Development Council Office and Central Offices do-
nated dawn ‘soon’ to members of the Sangha led by Pre-
siding Nayaka Sayadaw of Aletawya Sanpya Monastery
in Bahan Township Agga Maha Pandita Agga Maha
Ganthavagaka Pandita Bhaddanta Gandhamalabhivamsa
on the first floor of Pyithu Hluttaw Building on Pyay
Road, here, this morning. Director-General Lt-Col Pe
Nyein of the State Peace and Development Council Of-
fice and directors-general of central offices and staff at-
tended the ceremony. Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Gandhamalabhivamsa administered the Five Precepts, and
members of the Sangha recited Parittas.Next, Lt-Col Pe
Nyein and officials donated provisions to the Sayadaws.
Afterwards, they went to Hlawga Reservoir and released
2,500 fish into the reservoir and set 300 sparrows and one
parrot free. They proceeded to Defence Services General
Hospital. Director U Aung Thein of SPDC Office ex-
plained the purpose of the blood donation. Col Myo Nyunt
of the hospital spoke words of thanks and Maj Daw Thin
Thin Nwe explained facts about donating the blood. Al-
together 71 staff families donated blood for Tatmadawmen

patients. — MNA

Ceremony to recite parittas and pour paritta water into reservoirs held

YANGoN, 17 April—With a view to enabling the
city dwellers to be free from all dangers, the ceremony to
recite Parittas and Pour Parittas water into reservoirs was
held at Phugyi Reservoir in Hmawby Township at 9.30
am today (the new year day).

The ceremony was graced by the presence of 27
members of Sangha led by Joint-Secretary of State Sangha
Maha Nayaka Committee Agga Maha Pandita Agga Maha
Saddhammajotika Dhaja Bhaddanta Tejaniya.

Present on the occasion were Chairman of Yangon
City Development Committee Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin and wife Dr Daw Khin Hsan Nwe, Vice-Mayor
Col Maung Pa and wife, the Secretary, the Joint-Secre-
tary, the committee members, heads of departments and
their wives, guests and others.

The ceremony was opened with the three-time reci-
tation of Namo TassaNext, the congregation received
the Eight Precepts from Joint-Secretary of State Sangha
Maha Nayaka Committee Agga Maha Pandita Agga Maha
Saddhammajotika Dhaja Bhaddanta Tejaniya. After that,
members of Sangha recited Parittas.

Next, the Mayor and wife, the Vice-Mayor and
wife, committee members and wellwishers presented of-
fertories to members of the Sangha. Later, Bhaddanta
Tejaniya delivered a sermon, followed by sharing of mer-

its gained.

The ceremony ended with the three-time recitation
of Buddha Sasanan Ciram Titthatu

After the ceremony, the congregation led by mem-
bers of the Sangha poured Parittas water into Phugyi
Reservoir.

Next, ‘soon’ was offered to members of the Sangha.

Accompanied by officials, Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin inspected Hlawga Reservoir in Mingaladon
Township, renovation of embankment along Pyay Road,
Kaba Aye Pagoda and laying of embankment near Inya
Lake and gave instructions to officials. —MNA

Paritta water being poured into Phugyi Reserveirycpc



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 18 April, 2004 3

US soldier captured in Iraq, four
foreigners freed

BaGHDAD, 17 Apri—Three Czechs and a Canadian taken hostage in Iraq were freed Friday, butin a fresh shol
of defiance guerrillas paraded a captive US soldier on a video tape and offered to exchange him for Iraqis held.

On the same day Presi-
dent Bush and British Prime
Minister Tony Blair vowed
they would not retreat from
Iraq, Al Jazeera broadcast a
tape that showed US Pri-
vate Keith Matthew Maupin
held by masked and heavily
armed guerrillas.

“A group of mujahideen
(holy fighters) has suc-
ceeded in taking an Ameri-

can soldier prisoner...and he
will be treated in the Islamic
tradition of treating prison-
ers and he is in good health,”
one guerrilla read from a
statement.

The poor-quality tape
screened by the Arabic tel-
evision station showed
Maupin dressed in military
fatigues sitting on the floor.

Later in the tape Maupin

.

— one of two US soldiers
missing amid a spate of
kidnappings this month that
has snared foreign civilians
from more than a dozen
countries — identified him-
self in a soft voice.

“We are willing to ex-
change him for Iragis held
by the American enemy...
This is the fate of all Ameri-
can soldiers in Iraq,” the

guerrilla with the statement
said.

A spokesman  for
Maupin’s parents in the
United States said the
soldier on the tape was their
son, known as Matt, and
they were praying for his safe
return.

“On behalf of his
mother...and the rest of his
family, we’d like to say,
‘Matt, we love you and we
can’t wait until we get to hug
you again’,” Carl Cottrell
told reporters outside the
Maupin home in
Willowville, Ohio.

The latest civilians on the
hostage list were a Danish
businessman, said to have
been seized north of Bagh-
dad, and a Jordanian-born
businessman on a United
Arab Emirates passport ab-
ducted in the southern city of
Basra.

More than 40 foreigners
have been taken hostage in
Iraq. Most have been re-
leased, but earlier this week
an Italian was killed by cap-
tors who threatened to kill

A video image shows what appears to be a uniformed American soldier being helgother three Italians they

captive by guerillas in Irag on 16 April, 2004. The Al Jazeera network broadcast tvere holding if Italy did not
tape, which showed a white man dressed in military fatigues sitting on the floprwithdraw troops from Iraq.
surrounded by masked gunmen INTERNET

Internet

w

Iraqi group denies existence of
foreign fighters in Fallujah

BacHDpAD, 17 April— The Muslim clerics body in Iraq
denied on Thursday that there were foreign fighters in
Fallujah, 50 kilometres west of Baghdad.

“We made some contacts with the residents of Fallujah,
and we asked them about the news that there are foreigners
fighting alongside the residents against the occupying
forces,” said Muhammed Fadhy, the official spokesman of
the group.

“The residents emphasized that there are only some
Egyptians and Sudanese workers who have been working in
the industrial area since the 1980s,” said the spokesman.

Meanwhile, Fadhy pointed out that his group had no
relation with those who took hostages of foreigners.

“We called upon the kidnappers to release all the foreign-
ers that do not have anything to do with the events, because
kidnapping has nothing to do with the Islamic teachings,
and most people responded to that call and released their
hostages,” said the spokesman.

Yet General Mark Kemmitt, deputy general commander
of the American forces in Baghdad, said 25 per cent of those
who fight the American forces in Fallujah are foreign
fighters. — MNA/Xinhua

Polish forces criticize US
over Iragq Sadr violence

Hia (Iraq), 17 April — Polish forces in Iraq said on
Thursday they were blindsided by the violence caused by
cleric Mogtada al-Sadr’s followers because US officials
did notwarn them of actions that triggered the bloodshed.

Portugal may withdraw troops from Iraq if situation worsens

Lisson, 17 April— Portugal may withdraw its national guard contingent from Iraq if the security situation in the
country continues to deteriorate, Interior Minister Antonio Figueiredo Lopes said.

1 public radio.

Portugal’s centre-right
Prime Minister Jose Manuel
Durao Barroso in November
dispatched 128 national
guards to southern Iraq to
back the US-led coalition in

“If the conflict were to
deteriorate and the GNR
(national guard) did not
have what it required to
carry out its mission, the
only solution would be to
withdraw,” he told Antena

Poles urge US against
Najaf assault

Warsaw, 17 April — Polish military officials respon-
sible for security in part of southern Iragq are arguing
hard against taking Shiite leader Moqgtada al-Sadr by,
force in Najaf, a leading Polish newspaper said late 0|
Thursday.

US troops are now poised around Najaf, where Sadr’s

the war-torn country, where
they operate under British
command.

Figueiredo Lopes had said
on Wednesday that Lisbon
would stand by its pledge to
keep its contingent in Iraq
despite growingunrestin the
country and calls to bring
them home.

“We will not abandon this
nation which has been so
martyred,” he had told par-
liament.

He had also repeated Lis-

nbon’s willingness to extend
its presence in Iraq even af-
ter June 30, when Washing-

ton is to hand over sover-
eignty of the country, ifasked
to do so by the Iraqi govern-
ing authority which will take
over.

Left-wing parties argue
the nature of their mission
has changed to one of en-
gagement in warfare because
of the mounting attacks on
foreign forces in Iraq and are
demanding the national
guards be recalled.

Nearly three in four Por-
tuguese, or 71 percent, want
the national guards to be
withdrawn, a poll published
lastmonth found. — Internet

US Air Force General
Richard Myers, chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, trav-
elled to Hilla, 62 miles south
of Baghdad, on the second
day of his visit to Iraq to
confer with Major-General
Mieczyslaw Biniek, who
heads a multinational divi-
sion operating in key Shi’ite
Muslim areas of south-cen-
tral Iraq.

Lieutenant-General
Robert Strzelecki, a spokes-
man for the Poles, said the
US-led Coalition Provisional
Authority did not inform the
multinational division in ad-
vance of shutting down a
newspaper associated with
Sadr or about the apprehen-
sion of akey lieutenant to the
Shi’ite cleric.

Those two actions led to
violence by Sadr’s militia that
rocked the relatively calm
Shi’ite parts of Iraq and

opened a second front in the
challenge to the US-led oc-
cupation. The cleric’s fol-
lowers seized control of sev-
eral towns. A US defence
official said Myers, the top
US general, discussed the
Polish-led division’s rela-
tionship with the CPA, but
did not offer details.
Strzelecki said the Polish-
led division, responsible for
the Shiite holy city of Najaf
where al-Sadr is based and
other key Shiite cities, was
“very surprised” by this
month’s violence and had no
chance to prepare for the
consequences of the news-
paper closure and the arrest.
Strzelecki said he contacted
CPA officials for an expla-
nation, but was not givenone.
MNA/Reuters

Azerbaijan stresses

militia started an uprising earlier this month against the US-
led occupying forces, but America’s top general said talks
were under way to avoid a bloodbath in the city.

“Going into Najaf will be a disaster, it will make the main
Shiite leaders turn away fromus,” Poland’s Gazeta Wyborcz
newspaper quoted a senior diplomatic source as saying. “If
Sadr gives up on violence, we should be talking with him.
We wantto talk with anyone in Iraq who doesn’t shoot atus.”

Poland has 2,400 troops in Iraq and leads a multinational
force based in Kerbala in the Shiite-dominated south-central
zone of the country. On Thursday Polish forces in Iraq said
they were blindsided by the violence with Sadr’s followers
because US officials did not warn them of actions that
triggered the bloodshed.

Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Strzelecki, a spokesman for
the Poles, said the US-led Coalition Provisional Authority
did not inform the multinational division in advance of a
decision to shut down a newspaper associated with Sadr or
about the detention of a key lieutenant to the Shiite cleric.

Asked if there was a difference of opinion with Washing-
ton over Najaf, Defence Minister Jerzy Szmajdzinski told
the newspaper: “Our currency is dialogue and understand-
ing. We do not need new troops in Iraq, just (new) political
initiatives.” — MNA/Reuters
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Members of the Mehdi Army militia of Shiite cleri Mogtada al-Sadr occupy a buil
site in the town of Kufa on 16 April, 2004. Sadr’s core supporters vowed there woutd henited with Armenia,
all-out war if US forces stormed Najaf, saying Iraq's Shites would not let another which. Azerbaijanrejects, he

their leaders be killed with impunity- INTERNET

upper Karabakh part

of its territory

ANKARA, 17 April —
Azerbaijani President ITham
Aliyev stressed here Thurs-
day that Upper Karabakh is
part of its territory.

“Upper Karabakhisaland
of Azerbaijan. All lands
under occupation, including
Upper Karabakh, is an indis-
pensable partof Azerbaijan,”
said Aliyev who was paying
three-day official visit to
Turkey.

“But the Upper Karabakh
dispute between Armenia
and Azerbaijan is a threat for
the region. Unfavourable to
be given independence or

dingnsidered a separate state

said. — MNA/Xinhua
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US facing largely unknown enemy in Iraq

WasHINGTON, 17 April —US forces in Iraq are now confronted by multiple and still largely unknown enemi

who are becoming more and more coordinated in their attacks.

The main source of con-
cern for the United States
is the Sunni Triangle north-
west of Baghdad, a strong-
hold of the minority Sunni
Muslim community that
held power under former
president Saddam Hussein.

More than 80 US soldiers
and some 700 Iragis, ac-
cording to the US military,
have been killed in fighting
in Iraq over the past 12

days, much of it around
Fallujah, west of Baghdad.

US-led coalition forces
have also faced fierce fight-
ing from some Shiite Mus-
lims in the south, where the
situation has stabilized in
recent days, according to
US military officials.

The Mehdi Army militia
of radical Shiite cleric
Moqtada Sadr, who has
been branded an outlaw by

the coalition, is now only a
limited threat, military of-
ficials said.

The coalition wants to
disband his militia of 3,000-
6,000 poorly equipped and
trained fighters. Washing-
ton wants to isolate Sadr
within the majority Shiite
population, that hopes
to benefit from the
handover of power to
Iragis on 30 June.

: ; " - _ _\.'-\. l=-'\. \
A US soldier from the 25th Infantry Division keeps guard at a traffic checkpoint on
outskirts of Najaf, Irag, on 16 April, 2004. BERNET

“Sadr continues to
marginalize himself from
the rest of the Shiites,” Gen-
eral John Sattler, Central
Command’s chief of opera-
tions, told reporters in
Washington from the com-
mand’s regional headquar-
ters in Doha.

“I think we can say he
has had his day in the sun,”
Sattler said. Sattler ac-
knowledged more coordina-
tion has been seen among
the fighters, with the Ma-
rines reporting an increas-
ingly sophisticated resist-
ance in Fallujah.

“I can’t identify their
numbers or who they are,
but the enemy we are fight-
ing is tough,” he said. “We
have noticed a little more
coordination than in the
past, but that’s to be ex-
pected over time.”

General Richard Myers,
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, warned
that future military opera-
tions will have to take
place in Fallujah and its sur-
rounding area, where for-
eign fighters have mixed
with members of Saddam’s
#8Bosed regime.

Internet

Clashes near Kufa, Iraq
cleric defiant

Kura, 17 April— Blasts shook Irag’s holy Shiite town
of Kufa on Friday after militiamen loyal to anti-US cleric
Mogtada al-Sadr said they ambushed a convoy of vehicles
from an American force that is building up nearby.

“I saw at least two Humvees on fire and we also attacked
armored personnel carriers,” said one fighter in the town
adjacent to Najaf, home to the holiest Shiite shrines and where
Sadr has been hiding from US forces ordered to kill or capture
him.

“We attacked them again, but then they started mortaring
our position so we had to retreat,” said the man, clad in the
black uniform of Sadr’s Mehdi Army militia, as columns of
smoke rose above the town and militiamen tried to evacuate
at least two wounded colleagues across a bridge.

Defiant at Friday prayers in Kufa, Sadr said he would not
disband his militiaunder any circumstances “because I did not
create it on my own but with the cooperation of the Iraqi
people.” Hospital sources said at least five people were killed
and 20 wounded, most of them seriously, in the fighting.

There was no immediate comment from US forces which
have reinforced Spanish and Polish soldiers in the area around
Najaf, prepared to root out Sadr and his militia, which took
control of the city center earlier this month, if peace talks fail.

Sadr’s militia launched an uprising against occupying
troops this month and has fought skirmishes in several cities.

U.S. troops also fought Sunni insurgents in Falluja over-
night and a hospital official in the city west of Baghdad said
15 people were killed and 20 wounded, just hours after
America’s top general said truce talks could not go on for ever
and more military action might be necessary. — Internet

World leading retailers
to establish presence

in Henan Province

ZHenGzHou, 17 April — Three transnational chain-
store gurus have clinched deals in mega supermarke
projects with local partners at the ongoing Third China
Henan International Investment and Trade Fair in this

capital city of central China’s Henan Province.

The three world leading
retailers were Carrefour of
France, Wal-Mart of the
United States and Chia Tai
from Thailand.According to
the accords, each of the three
will build a large supermarket
in Zhengzhou.

The project between
Carrefour and the Jiangsu
Yueda Southern Holding Co,
Ltd based in east China’s
Jiangsu Province will be a 20-
million-US-dollar supermar-
ket, and the joint venture be-
tween a subsidiary of Wal-
Mart in Shenzhen City, south
China’s Guangdong Province,
and a Chinese real estate com-
pany from Shenzhen will be a

huge shopping mall with an
estimated cost of 65 million
US dollars.

Construction of the Wal-
Mart mall, which will be the
first Wal-Mart chain store in
Zhengzhou, will start in June.

The Carrefour project is
expected to come into being
this year. The French retail
giantplans tobuild three chain
stores in Zhengzhou in three
years, according to company
sources.

Meanwhile, the Thailand-
based Chia Tai will build an-
other supermarket in
Zhengzhou with an estimated
investment of 15 million US
dollars. —MNA/Xinhua

Urumqt, 17 April — Ar-
2lchaeologists say that they
havediscovered pottery han-
dles that are 2,500 years old,
during the excavation of the
Yanghai Tombs in Shanshan
County, northwest China’s
Xinjiang Uygur Autono-
mous Region.

Two pieces were found,
one with a wild sheep head
shaped handle while the other
was a handle shaped like a
ram’s head, said Zhang
Yuzhong, deputy director of
the local archaeological in-
stitute.

“This is the first sheep
head shapes pottery handle
ever discovered in Xinjiang
Uygur Autonomous Re-
gion,” said Zhang.

“Both are made with fine
handicraft, exhibiting the
greatcreativity and abundant

Pottery dating back
2,500 years discovered
in N-W China

imagination of the ancient
people 2,500 years ago,” said
Zhang.

Moreover, archaeologists
also discovered that design
onthe pottery pots unearthed
at the site is quite similar to
the rock pictures discovered
in Turpan Prefecture, pro-
viding evidence for the study
of those rock pictures, said
Zhang.

As the grandest tombs
everdiscoveredinthe Turpan
Basin and nearby regions,
the Yanghai tombs date back
3,000 years.

MNA/Xinhua

Rumsfeld says US deaths in
Iraq higher than expected

WasHINGTON, 17 April — Midway through a bloody
April for US forces in Iraq, Defence Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said he did not expect so many recent American
casualties.

At least 88 US soldiers,
several more civilians and
hundreds of Iraqis have died
this month, as insurgent
fighters battled the American-

led occupation. Most
casualities have come since
April 4.

“T certainly would not
have estimated that we would
have had the number of
individuals lost that we have
had lost in the last week,”
Rumsfeld said in answer to
questions at the Pentagon on
Thursday.

Rumsfeld announced
that about 20,000 troops will
stay in Iraq longer than they

had been told to help quell the
violence.

Anuprising by followers
of militant Shiite cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr in southern
Iraq, coupled with heavy
fighting between Marines and
Sunni fighters in the restive
Fallujah region west of
Baghdad, has led to concerns
of wider resistance to the US
occupation in advance of the
scheduled June 30 transfer of
powertoanIraqi government.

“It’s a tough road. And
it’s abumpy road. And 'l be
honest, it’sanuncertainroad,”
Rumsfeld told reporters.

Internet

Chirac ends visit to Algeria

Avtciers, 17 April — French President Jacques Chirac ended his one-day visit
Algeria later on Thursday and left for Paris.

He came to Algiers to con-
gratulate his Algerian coun-
terpart Abdelaziz Bouteflika
on his reelection just a week
ago. The two presidents dis-
cussed bilateral and interna-
tional issues of common con-
cern over a working lunch at
astateresidence about 30kilo-
metres west of Algiers.

Chirac’s congratulation
message was the first among
world leaders to reach the

reelected president. His
prompt visit came as a sur-
prise among the Algerian me-
dia, which questioned his
motives. Algeria had been a
French colony for 132 years
before its independence in
1962 after a guerilla war that
lasted nearly eight years and
claimed over 100,000 French
and onemillion Algerianlives.

The two countries now
maintain close ties. About

five million among the Mus-
lim population residing in
France come from Algeria.
Chirac’s spokeswoman
Catherine Colouna said
Wednesday. “Thistripshows
the new path of Franco-Alge-
rian relations since 2003, re-
lations that both countries
want to be close, trusting and
smooth.” Chirac last visited
Algeria in March 2003.
MNA/Xinhua

US soldiers take positions near Kufa on 16 April, 2004. Shiite guerillas clashed with US

troops near Kufa as their leader, cleric Mogtada al-Sadr, defied demands
that he disband his militia to spare Iraq cities from bloodshedirerNET



Book says Bush sought secret
Iraq war plan

WasHingTON, 17 April—George W Bush ordered up a secret plan to invade Iraq i
late 2001, reinforcing the perception that the US President was itching for a showdo!
with Saddam Hussein soon after the September 11 terrorist attacks.

The White House has confirmed an
account in a forthcoming book by journalist
Bob Woodward that says the President told
Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld to draft
invasion plans in November, 2001, while
US troops were busy toppling the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan.

Mr Bush said yesterday he “couldn’t
remember dates that far back” and insisted
his focus in the period after September 11
was mainly on Afghanistan.

“I do know that it was Afghanistan that
was on my mind and I really didn’t start
focusing on Iraq till later on,” Mr Bush told
reporters after a meeting with British Prime
Minister Tony Blair — the latest in a series
of meetings with world leaders focusing on
the troubles in Iraq.

But White House spokesman Scott
McClellan confirmed that Mr Bush asked
Mr Rumsfeld on 21 Nov, 2001, to draw up a
blueprint for dealing with Irag—even though
there was no evidence it had anything to do
with the September 11 terrorism strikes.

Mr McLellan said that as the war was
winding down in Afghanistan, Mr Bush “did

talk to Secretary Rumsfeld about planning
related to Iraq.”

Planning didn’t imply an “actual deci-
sion” to invade, he added.

In his book Plan of Attack, to be pub-
lished on Monday, Mr Woodward says the
plotto go after Iraq was kept secret even from
some of Mr Bush’s national security officials
because the President didn’t want to be seen
as a warmonger.

“I knew what would happen if people
thought we were developing a potential war
plan forIraq,” Mr Bushis quoted as telling Mr.
‘Woodward, according to an advance copy of
the book obtained by The Associated Press.

“It was such a high-stakes moment and
..... it would look like I was anxious to go to
war. And I’'m not anxious to go to war.”

Mr Woodward, a veteran reporter and
editor at The Washington Post,best known
forhisinvestigative work with Carl Bernstein
into the Watergate scandal.

Plan of Attack is his second book on the
Bush presidency, based in part on extensive
interviews with the President.

Internet
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Falluja clashes, Najaf
standoff fuel Irag tension

FaLLuia, 17 April— US troops fought Sunni guerillas in Falluja on Friday and
stood ready to strike at the cleric in Najaf, one of Iraq's holiest Shiite cities.

A hospital official said
15 people were killed and 20
woundedinovernightclashes
that erupted in Falluja just
hours after America’s top
general said truce talks could
not go on for ever and more
military action might be nec-
essary.

Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Richard Myers
said Iraq’s US administrator
Paul Bremer was using “mul-
tiple channels” in talks to
pacify Fallujaand avoid fight-
ing in Najaf, where militia-
men loyal to anti-US Shi’ite
cleric Moqtada al-Sadr con-
trol the city centre.

World leading
watch fair

opens in
Basel
GENEVA, 17 April—
BASELWORLD, the

world’s leading show for

Imperial Chinese porcelain
show to be held in Paris

Paris, 17 April—The exhibition “Magnificence of
Fire” of masterpieces of imperial Chinese porcelain will
be held from May 11 to July 31, 2004 in the Cultural
Institute of Chinain Paris (CICP), the CICP announced
here on Thursday.

watches and jewellery,
opened Thursday in Basel,
Switzerland, aiming to pro-
vide the industry with posi-
tive momentum for the ex-
pected economic upturn.

With more than 2,000
exhibitors from 44 countries,
most of the international
watch industry is present at
the show which will be held
until April 22.

Around 80,000 visitors
are expected to attend the
fair to view products rang-
ing from luxury watches
such as Patek Philippe,
which cost thousands of US
dollars apiece, to the more
modestofferings from Hong
Kong producers whose dig-
ital watches sell for just one
dollar apiece.

MNA/Xinhua

The three-month exhibi-
tion of Jingdezhen Town’s
imperial manufactory will
present for the first time in a
western country some 60 pre-
cious porcelain pieces over
six centuries (the 12th to 18th
centuries) through three
golden ages of the imperial
Chinese porcelain of the
Yuan, the Ming and the Qing
dynasties.

Some of these pieces
havenoequivalentinthe great
European or North American
collections of Chinese ce-
ramic and were never shown
before in a Western country.

The porcelain is the most
emblematic material of Chi-
nese art and civilization for
the Western people. Its first
massive distribution outside
China dates back to the 14th

Century, under the Yuan
Dynasty (1271-1368).
Jingdezhen (in Jiangxi
Province in south China), for-
merly spelt Ching Teh Chen
and known as the “Ceramics
Metropolis” of China, is a
synonym for Chinese porce-
lain. As part of the Chinese
Year cultural exchange pro-
gramme in France, and in
celebration of the 40th anni-
versary of the restoration of
diplomatic relations between
China and France and the
Millennium of the founda-
tion of Jingdezhen, the exhi-
bition will show how
Jingdezhen develops bit-by-
bit its superiority on all the
other manufacturers of China
and became the world lead-
ing capital of porcelain.
MNA/Xinhua

Polish officers com-
manding international troops
in the Najaf region were un-
happy at the prospect of an

assault on the holy city by
2,500U.S. troops poised out-
side, Polish media said.

Sadr, who is in Najaf,
said Iragis would hit back
with unimaginable “force
and severity” if US forces
carried out their threat to kill
or capture him.

“Their threats to kill or
detain me are aresult of their
weakness and collapse in the
face of what has happened,
and is happening, in Iraq,”
he told Lebanon’s as-Safir
newspaper.

American warplanes at-
tacked targets in Falluja and
a US armoured vehicle was
destroyedin the fighting, wit-
nesses said.

US Marines launched
their assault on the city west

of Baghdad on 5 April after
the killing and mutilation of
four US private security
guards there the previous
week. Doctors say more than
600 Iragis have died in fight-
ing in Falluja since.

Aweekago, theUS mili-
tary said it had suspended
offensive operations in
Falluja but would hit back if
attacked. Talks to stabilize a
shaky truce have led to rela-
tive calm interspersed with
intense bouts of fighting and
air strikes.

In the holy city of
Kerbala, where Sadr’s fol-
lowers have also taken con-
trol, three Iraqi policeman
were killed in clashes with
Shi’ite militiamen on Friday,
witnesses said. — Internet

A US marine (L) monitoring

- .
road on the outskirts of Fallujah. Young US marines

forge bonds, cope with death in war while in Irag.INTERNET

Russian Ministry backs Kyoto Protocol as

Duma says no

Moscow, 17 April— Russia’s Government and Parliament looked to be headed
for a collision on Thursday, with key Duma committees rejecting the Kyoto Protocol
while a major ministry spoke out in favour of the environmental treaty.

L :

US soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Regiment of the First Infantry Division se

a house near Kufa, Iraq on 16, April 2004 INTERNET

Although the State Duma Lower House
must formally ratify the pact, any decision
on the protocol cutting greenhouse gas emis-
sions clearly rests with President Vladimir
Putin. In October, he ordered state bodies to
report on Kyoto before the Kremlin rules on
the issue by May 20.

Some economic ministries have already
backed the pact and the addition on Thurs-
day of the influential Ministry of Industry
and Energy to their number appeared to be a
move towards forming a single government
position.

The fate of the treaty has rested with
Moscow since top polluter Washington
pulled outin 2001, meaning its terms cannot
be fulfilled without approval by Russia —
the second biggest polluter among industri-
alized nations.

But the Duma committees said ratify-
ing was pointless, since there would no
longer be a US market for pollution quotas
BIRR Russia, much of its Soviet-era industry

stopped, is now entitled to sell. And the

treaty’s impact would be limited because
non-industrialized countries do not have to
cut gas emissions.

“Ratification is inexpedient given the
US pullout and the non-participation of many
countries with high levels of man-made im-
pact on climatic processes,” the committees
for ecology, the economy and international
affairs said in a joint announcement.

Kremlin aide Andrei Illarionov, one of
Russia’s most respected liberal economists
and a prominent player on Kyoto, said the
pact risked strangling the recovering
economy. But the Ministry of Industry and
Energy has prepared a report for Putin back-
ing the treaty.

“The Kyoto Protocol poses no threat to
the Russian economy,” Oleg Pluzhnikov,
deputy head of the ministry’s ecology depart-
ment, quoted the report as saying.

He said the report was compiled by the
two top economic ministries in conjunction
with noted scientists and energy specialists.

MNA/Reuters
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Iraq devoid of sovereignty under foreign occupation
Images to be viewed from true perspective

[ ".:L &
An Iraqi couple looks at the damage caused by US "' . . o .- =
shelling on their house and car, on the outskirts of = - . : ', " % i o
Baquba, 60 kms northeast of Baghdad on 15 April,200 .. ':-1." Ll 0 ey
Three Iragis were killed and two others wounded in a US Iraqis are lined up and checked at a traffic checkpoint on the outskirts of Najaf, Iraq,
bombardment near Baquba, hospital sources said. Friday, on 16 April, 2004.

A US soldier checks

the bags of Iraqi

school children during

a weapons search

operation in the

Talbiyah district in

US soldiers from the 2nd Battalion, 2nd Regiment of the First Infantry Division Baghdad, Iraq on 15

search a house near Kufa, Irag, on 16 April, 2004.

April, 2004.

restive town of Falluja April 6, 2004. Heavy fighting was reported in the towns of — g
Falluja and Ramadi, west of Baghdad, as US Marines mounted a major operatign tA& wounded man is carrled after crowds of protesters marched on a Spanlsh garrlson
root out guerrillas. near Kufa April 4, 2004.
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May Myanmar be peaceful in the New Year
May all the citizens be able to partake of merits

- e Wt [0 .
The 17th April 2004 is the Myanmar New Year Day. As it was ushering into
Myanmar Era, the people performed meritorious deeds. Pagodas, monasterie
religious buildings were packed with devotees keeping sabbath and donating
and snacks to all. Photo shows the famous Shwedagon Pagoda thronged
Buddhist devotees on the Myanmar New Year Day.
Proto: Kuin MaunGg WIN (KYEMON)

Photo shows the famous
Shwedagon Pagoda
thronged with Buddhist
devotees on the Myanmg
New Year Day.
Puoto: KHIN MAUNG WIN
(KYEMON)

=

Photo shows the Botahtaung Kyaik-day-ut Pagoda being crowded with devoteg
the Myanmar New Year Day.
PHoto: THANT ZIN Tun (KYEMON)

Girls manicuring the aged persons on New Year Day.
Proto: Kuin Maung WiN (KYEMON)

Photo shows staff of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Office and
Central Offices realeasing
fish into Hlawga reservoir
as jivitadhana on the
Myanmar New Year Day.
PHoto: MYANMAR NEWS
AGENCY
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National Kandawgyi Gardens in PyinOolLwin

Tekkatho Tin Kha

Head of State Senior General Than Shwe inspects the National Kandawgyi Gardens in PyinOolwin. —

Mr Maurice Collis, a worldwide famous writer as
well as a former deputy commissioner of Myanmar, wrote
a book entitled “The Journey Outward” over 80 years
ago, which features the conditions of PyinOoLwin being
upgraded to a hill station at that time. His presentation
was very interesting. In the book, he said that he was very
busy with future plans for upgrading Maymyo. And he
was also trying to introduce a by-law with regard to
allotting plots in the whole Maymyo, he said. Only then,
could Maymyo be turned into a grand city consisting of
magnificent private residences with large compounds, he
expressed his idea.

Now, his dream has come true. The PyinOoLwin
Biological Gardens established in 1917 had been upgraded
and it was opened on 8 April 2001 under the name of the
National Kandawgyi Gardens.

The opening ceremony of the National Kandawgyi
Gardens was held at the gardens in PyinOoLwin, Mandalay
Division, on 8 April 2001. Chairman of the State Peace
and Development Council Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Senior General Than Shwe graced the
ceremony and by attending it formally unveiled the stone
inscriptions of the gardens.

The PyinOoLwin Biological Gardens formerly
known as the Government Biological Gardens came into
existence in 1917 and so it is over 80 years old.

In accordance with the guidance of Head of State
Senior General Than Shwe, there has been nurtured a
wide range of biological diversity including rare species
of local and foreign trees, bamboo, orchid and codiaeum
variegatum in the upgraded gardens. Also in existence in
the gardens are rare species of animals such as takin,
golden deer, star tortoise, green peacock and white
peacock. Measures have been taken for greening the
gardens and its environs.

The magnificent Nanmyint Tower has been
constructed recently and thus visitors can enjoy natural
beauties form the tower.

The Head of State inspected the Nanmyint Tower
in the gardens on the morning of 18 December 2003 and
gave guidance to the officials. In response to the reports
of officials concerned, the Senior General gave guidance,
saying that various kinds of local trees and bamboo and
flowery plants are to be collected and shown at the National
Kandawgyi Gardens to enable the enthusiasts to study
them at a single place, adding that replicas of natural
landmarks in the states and divisions are to be shown
there. He urged officials concerned to make earnest efforts
to gradually turn the gardens into a famous Landmark
Gardens of Myanmar.

Accompanied by member of the State Peace and
Development Council General Thura Shwe Mann,
Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council
Lt-Gen Soe Win, members of the State Peace and

Development Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint, Lt-Gen Thiha
Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win and Lt-
Gen Tin Aye, Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Rear-Admiral
Soe Thein, Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein,
Chairman of Mandalay Division Peace and Development
Council Commander of Central Command Maj-Gen Ye
Myint, ministers, senior military officers of the Ministry
of Defence and officials of the State Peace and
Development Council Office, the Senior General again
made an inspection tour of the National Kandawgyi
Gardens in PyinOoLwin on 13 April 2004 morning.

At the briefing hall, Minister for Forestry Brig-
Gen Thein Aung reported to the Senior General and party
on upgrading the gardens in accord with the guidance,
collection and planting of various kinds of wood, bamboo,
orchids and other flowers in the gardens, arrangements
for establishment of the National Landmark Gardens that
depict significant landmarks of the states and divisions,
arrival of visitors to the Nanmyint Tower, arrivals of
tourists and local visitors to the garden and increase of
income.

Regarding the report, the Senior General said that
the garden was upgraded to the National Kandawgyi
Gardens with added momentum. He spoke of the need to
renovate the garden to be beautiful and pleasant forever.
He said that his guidance given during his inspection tour
was to be implemented fully. He said arrangements are to
be made to publicize the pleasant, recreative and
informative nature of the garden among the people. He
said income will increase through the visits by local people
and tourists year after year.

Implementation of the tasks for upgrading of the
National Kandawgyi Gardens has gained greater
momentum year by year. So far, a total of 482 species
of hard wood, 67 species of foreign wood, a couple
of Zarmani bird and 16 species of foreign birds are
kept in the gardens. Now, the four takins have fully
grown.

Therefore, the dream of world famous writer Mr
Maurice Collis has come into reality. All in all, I think
the State’s National Kandawgyi Gardens will become one
of the famous landmark gardens of a biological diversity
in the world soon.

(Translation: MS)

TR

Efficient use of electricity
* Use daylight as the main source of lig

* Use the least possible amount of electrig
ity only if there is not enough natural
light

* Use the least possible amount of electrig
ity required in production and service
enterprises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 households
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving
four-foot fluorescent lamp everyday by eac
household amounts to saving power that
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car pef
month will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanma
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

All this needs to be known

* Do not be frightened whenever
intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeasg
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt pays homage t
Kyaikhtiyo Pagoda.—mNa

made...

(from page 16)

On arrival at Kyaikto
Hotel, the Prime Minister
and party heard reports on
matters related to the hotel
by U Than Han of Onyx In-
ternational Co Ltd. The
Prime Minister gave in-
structions on decoration of
the hotel to become a mod-
ern building and offer good
services and inspected the
hotel.

Onyx International Co
Ltd is running the hotel of
Myanma Hotels and Tour-
ism Services. Nowadays,
there are 90 rooms includ-
ing 28 rooms of superior
type, 24 rooms of standard
type, three rooms of family
type, 25 of bamboo house
and 10 of economy type. At
present, arrangements are
being made for construction
of 50 apartments building.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt formally opens Shwenan

‘T

Only when combined efforts are

At the Dhammayon of
the pagoda, the Prime Min-
ister met with local authori-
ties, officials of departments
concerned and social or-
ganizations. First, Chairman
of Kyaikto Township Peace
and Development Council
U Hla Win reported on
matters related to the town-
ship. Lt-Gen Maung Bo and

Commander  Maj-Gen
Thura Myint Aung gave
supplementary reports.

In response to the re-
ports, the General fulfilled
the requirements, saying
that responsible officials are
to be equipped with good-
will and diligence in carry-
ing out tasks for develop-
ment of the regions where
they are assigned duties.
And they are also to distrib-
ute high-yield strains of
crops, disseminate agricul-
tural methods and render
assistance to local farmers

Tl LR
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for ensuring local food se-
curity and boosting per acre
yield, he said.

Necessary assistance is
to be provided to the pri-
vate sector in a bid to turn
Mon State into the one
which produces rubber most
in the nation. Emphasis is
to be placed on accomplish-
ment of the five rural de-

velopment tasks especially
on upgrading of rural roads,
he said.

Those in charge of re-
spective townships are to
make field trips down to the
grassroots level for attend-
ing to the needs of local
people, and only then, will
they win the trust of local
residents and will their liv-
ing standard rise, he said.

All township level de-
partmental officials are to
strive for development of
respective regions in all
sectors through cooperation

kyin Beikman at the platform of Ky

and coordination, he said.

Only when measures are
taken to make the adminis-
trative machinery more ef-
fective and combined ef-
forts are made unitedly, will
significant success be
achieved, he said.

He said in implementa-
tion of the tasks electric
power, fuel and money are

to be spent effectively and
beneficially practising thrift.
He spoke of the need to
enlist the participation of so-
cial organizations such as
the Union Solidarity and
Development Association,
Myanmar Maternal and
Child welfare Association,
Myanmar Women’s Affairs
Federation, Myanmar War
Veterans Organization.

He said the people on
their part are to make ef-
forts for progress of agri-
culture, livestock breeding,
production and increase of

income and uplift of living
standard. Departmental of-
ficials are also to organize
and lead the people and
fulfill the requirements, he
urged.

For successful imple-
mentation of the objectives
of the State, departmental
officials are to make en-
deavours for greater

LS

progress of the region and
the township in combination
with diligence and goodwill
whatever role they are in.

Next, the Prime Minis-
ter cordially greeted those
present. He inspected reno-
vation of religious structures
on the pagoda platform and
greening of the Kyaikhtiyo
hill and its environs.

The Prime Minister paid
homage to the pagoda and
had a chat with pilgrims.

The Prime Minister and
party arrived back here in
the evening.— MNA

aikhtiyo Pagoda.—

YaNGoN, 17 April —
Today is an auspicious
Myanmar New Year Day of
1366 Myanmar Era. Under
the teachings of the Lord
Buddha, Myanmar Bud-
dhists performed meritori-
ous deeds on such New
Year Day, avoiding mis-
deeds.

On that day, ceremonies
to pay respects to the aged,
serve refreshment and foods
to all the persons who came
from various regions and set
animals free were held in
wards and villages in town-

Myanmar New Year Day ceremonies held in Yangon City

ships of Yangon City. In ad-
dition, devotees and pil-
grims paid homage to mem-
bers of the Sangha and pa-
godas, practised meditation
and did sundry tasks in re-
ligious areas and buildings.

At Shwedagon Pagoda,
devotees and pilgrims car-
ried out sanitation tasks on
the platform. At dawn,
wellwishers offered ‘soon’
to the pagoda and members
of the Sangha. Similarly,
Botahtaung, Sule,
Koedatgyi, Chaukhtatgyi,
Ngadatgyi, Meilamu,

Kyaikkasan, Moegaung and
Tooth Relic Pagodas were
crowded with devotees and
people.

At Lawka Chantha
Abhaya Labha Muni Bud-
dha Image on Mindhamma
Hill in Insein Township, the
pagoda board of trustees or-
ganized the ceremony to of-
fer ‘soon’ to the Buddha
Image, set fish free into
Mingala Lake and donate
provisions to members of
the Sangha.

On the Kaba Aye Hill,
the ceremony to mark the

New Year Day was held at
the prayer hall this after-
noon. Religious organiza-
tions recited Mangala Sutta
and religious verses.

Similarly, the trainees
led by Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Pafifiasami (Magadi-Thazi)
of Basic Buddhist Cultural
Course held the ceremony
to mark the Myanmar New
Year Day and next they set
fish free into Mingala
Lake.

The 37th donation cer-
emony was held at Mahasi
Sasana Yeiktha in Bahan

Township this morning.
Hitesi Group donated offer-
tories worth K 2,050,000 to
over 3,300 members of the
Sangha and lay persons.
Organized by Mon Lit-
erature and Cultural Com-
mittee (Yangon), the 31st
ceremony to pay respects to

Mon elder persons who are
75 years and above was
held at Mon Dhammayon
on Shwedagon Pagoda
Road this morning.

Similarly, the respects-
paying ceremonies were
held in townships in the
capital.— MNA
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Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than pays homage to Lawka Nanda Pagoda and
Pyilonchantha Pagoda in Sittway

YANGON, 17 April — Member of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than of the
Ministry of Defence yesterday arrived at Lawka Nanda
Pagoda where he was welcomed by Chairman of Rakhine
State Peace and Development Council Commander of West-
ern Command Maj-Gen Maung Oo, departmental heads and
Chairman of the pagoda board of trustees U Nyo Tha Tun
and members.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than paid homage and offered
flowers, lights and incense sticks to Kasapa and Bumiphasa
Buddha images. Next, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than and party

heard reports on renovation of the pagoda and fulfilled the
needs. After signing in the visitors’ book, Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party made cash donations towards the
funds of the pagoda. Then, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than paid
obeisance to Sakkya Muni Buddha Image kept in Aung
Sakkya Muni Ordination Hall in the compound of the
pagoda and offered flowers, lights and incense sticks to it.

Afterwards, accompanied by Commander Maj-Gen
Maung Oo, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than and party visited
Ahtula Marazein Pyilonchantha Pagoda. Chairman of the
pagoda board of trustees U San Aung and officials wel-

comed them. Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than paid homage to the
pagoda and offered flowers, lights and incense sticks to it.
Members of the pagoda board of trustees reported on all-
round renovation of the pagoda to Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than, who then attended to the needs, made cash donations
and signed in the visitors’ book.

Ahtula Marazein Pyilonchantha Pagoda is about 14 feet
high and the throne about nine feet high. Five kinds of
jewellery are enshrined in the face of the Buddha Image. It
is the largest 5426-viss bronze Buddha Image in Rakhine

State. — MNA

Nayikan Bridge inaugurated near...
(from page 1)

In the past, Rakhine State relied only on air and wa-
terway. The government spent a large sum of money on
construction of roads and bridges in the state, he said.

Though there are three gateways to Rakhine State
from other states and divisions — An-Minbu Road,
Taungup-Padaung Road and Gwa-Ngathaingchaung
Road, there is no motor roads in Rakhine State. As a
result, people in the region faced transport difficulty, he
said. Firstly, Yangon-Sittway Union Highway was built
in 2000, he added.

Now national people in Rakhine State can go to any
part of the country through Sittway-MraukU-An Road.

Kyaukphyu-Maei-Taungup Road and Maei-An Road are
under construction. Yangon-Kyaukphyu Road is being
built. On completion of the road, it will be Rakhine
coastal highway linking the north and south of Rakhine
State.

The reinforced-concrete two-lane Nayikan Bridge is
300 feet long and 30 feet wide and it is the 183th one
built after 1988, the 170th one for Public Works and the
29th for Rakhine State. Completion of the bridge pro-
motes the flow of commodity and ensuring secure trans-
port, he said.

He spoke at length on developments of education,
health, agriculture and livestock breeding and rural de-
velopment.

He said Rakhine State is rich in marine and land
resources. Now natural gas deposits have been found.
He assured that the Rakhine State will become a reliable
state economically in the near future with the combina-
tion of the government’s arrangements and assistance
and utilization of the existing resources.

He called for working with diligence for progress of
the region and maintenance of the bridge for its durability.

Minister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw Tun made

an address, saying that the government has been striving
for ensuring secure and smooth transport which plays an
important role in building a peaceful, modern and devel-
oped nation. In the process, the government places em-
phasis on equitable development of all parts of the na-
tion, he said.

So, the 24 special development regions project and
the five rural development tasks are being implemented
in accordance with the guidance of the Head of State, he
said.

After 1988, the Ministry of Construction has built
tarred roads, gravel roads, macadam roads and earth roads
in Rakhine State stretching 449 miles. And from 1988 to
now, Rakhine State has been facilitated with 29 bridges
which are with 180 feet or above in length. Moreover,

five more bridges are being constructed and two to be
constructed in the state.

When the Yangon-Sittway Highway was put into
service, this bridge was the one with one-way-traffic
system, but owing to growing number of vehicles pass-
ing through the bridge, it had to be upgraded to a rein-
forced concrete bridge with two-way-traffic system, he
said.

In conclusion, the minister expressed his thanks to
those who contributed towards the construction of the
bridge and called for durability of the facility.

Next, Commander Maj-Gen Maung Oo delivered a
speech. A local also spoke words of thanks for the
construction of the facility. Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than,
the commander and the minister formally opened the
bridge. They posed for a documentary photo together
with those present.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than pressed the
button to unveil the stone inscription of the bridge and
sprinkled scented water on it. Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than,
the commander, the minister and departmental officials
together with local people took a walk along the bridge.

MNA

- - &
- ¥ f‘

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than unveils stone inscription of Nayikan Bridge in Sittway Township.—

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than addresses opening ceremony of

Nayikan Bridge in Sittway Townshipma

Animals released and respects paid to
the aged on New Year Day

YANGON, 17 April— The
Ministry of Religious Affairs
held the 11th ceremony to
release animals and pay re-
spects to the aged for 1366
Myanma Era, at Wizaya
Mingala Dhamma Thabin on
Kaba Aye Hill, here, this
morning, attended by Minis-
terforReligious Affairs Brig-
Gen Thura Myint Maung.

Also present on the occa-
sion were Vice-Chairman of
the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee Presid-
ing Nayaka Sayadaw of
Yankin Kyaikpi Monastery
Agga Maha Pandita Agga
Maha Saddhamma Joti-
kadhajaBhaddanta Gunesana

U —

and member Sayadaws and
members of the Sangha, Ad-
viser U Arnt Maung, Direc-
tor-General DrMyo Myint of
Religious Affairs Depart-
ment, officials and staff. Be-
fore the ceremony, Minister
Brig-Gen Thura Myint
Maung, departmental heads
andstaffreleased 108 birds to
mark the New Year Day.
Next, the minister and
officials set 500 fish free at
the lake near Maha Ordina-
tion Hall. In the compound
of the Dhamma Thabin, staff
hair-shampooed and mani-
cured the aged. At the cer-
emony to pay respects to the
older persons, Vice-Chair-
man Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Gunesana administered the
Nine Precepts. Members of
the Sangha recited Parittas.
The minister and officials
donated provisions to the
Sayadaws. Joint-Secretary
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Pandita Agga Maha
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja
Bhaddanta Vigarindab-
hivamsadelivered asermon,
followed by sharing of mer-
its gained. Afterwards, the
minister, the adviser and of-
ficials paid respects with of-
fertories to 94 older persons.
U San Thein (writer
Thiha Swe), aged 86, spoke
words of thanks.
MNA



UN forecasts 3.7%
growth of world
economy in 2004

Unitep NaTions, 17 April — The global economy;
will grow 3.7 per cent in 2004 on the basis of it
strong recovery in the second half of last year, bu
the pace of expansion could slow during the seco
half of this year, a United Nations report said on
Thursday.

The report, issued by the UN Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, said conditions favourable
to good growth — low interest rates, low inflation,
rising stock markets, expanding trade and cross-border
investment — “are almost ubiquitous”.

The report, prepared by 100 economists from 60
countries, said that while the risk of global inflation is
rising, but it is not seen as “a major threat in the
baseline forecast”.

The US economy is predicted to grow 4.7 per
cent this year, much higher than last year’s rate of 3.1
per cent.

But the report warned that the US economy might
not sustain growth momentum due to its surging budget
deficits and swelling trade imbalance.

Continued US expansion is “crucially dependent
on the willingness of the rest of the world to continue
to lend to the United States by accumulating US assets,
mostly United States Treasury Bonds,” it said.

“Such a cycle of interdependency between the
United States and the rest of the world is unlikely to
prove sustainable,” it added.

The report predicted that Japan’s economy will
expand 3.1 per cent in 2004 and slow to 2 per cent
next year.

European economies are seen to grow 1.9 per cent
this year.

Developing economies are expected to obtain a
5.1-per-cent growth this year, while transitional
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UNSG urges systematic
approach dealing with

business, conflicts

UniTep NaTions, 17 April — UN Secretary-General

Kofi Annan called on Thursday for a “more systematic
s approach” across the United Nations to ensure tha
t businesses can conduct their operations in countrie
ither facing or emerging from conflicts but at the

same time do not behave in a way that exploits o

exacerbates the strife.

In remarks to a Security Council debate about the role
of business in conflict prevention, peacekeeping and post-
conflict peacebuilding, Annan announced he has set up an
inter-agency group within the United Nations to study the
political economy of armed conflict and recommend ways
in which the UN system and member states can respond
effectively.

Annan said that while there have been many attempts
to tackle the issues surrounding business and countries in
or emerging from conflict, they have generally been ad
hoc and lacking coordination. He said “a more systematic
approach” is necessary.

“It would give us the tools with which to better
understand, and more actively influence, the economy
incentives and disincentives that drive the dynamics of
armed conflict,” he said.

Transparency is essential, Annan said, noting he has
recently established an independent probe into allegations
of fraud, corruption and mismanagement with the UN-run
Iraqi oil-for-food programme.

Pointing out that the private sector can be both a good
and a bad influence on areas of armed conflict, he said
that by investing or operating in those areas, many
companies have the potential to help a community “turn
its back on conflict, or exacerbate the tensions that fuelled
conflict in the first place”.

He called on the Security Council and all UN member
states to do more to make sure that the private sector acts
responsibly in countries beset by conflict. —MNA/Xinhua

r

economies will expand a hefty 6 per cent.

The forecast said Chinese economic growth will
hit 8.5 per cent this year before dipping to 8.2 per cent
next year.

MNA/Xinhua

Indonesia to build
power interconnection
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line to Malaysia

JAkARTA, 17 April — Indonesia’s state-owned
electricity company PLN will build some 60 kilometres
of interconnection electricity line to Malaysia in 2009,
a top official of the company said here on Thursday

With a capacity of 300 to 400 megawatt, the line
would pass through the sea from Riau Province, in western
Indonesia, to Malaysian Peninsula, said the president
director of the PLN Edie Widiono.

According to the ASEAN Interconnection Master
Plan (AIMS), which was agreed at the ASEAN Energy
Ministerial Forum in Malaysia last year, the
interconnection project will benefit Indonesia by providing
energy to Sumatra, Java and Bali islands, and the energy
can also be exported to Malaysia through the
interconnection line.

The director said the project will be run by both the
PLN and the Malaysian Tenaga National Berhard.

MNA/Xinhua
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Thailand to cut down
road accidents

Banekok , 17 April — Traffic check points around
Thailand would be enhanced to cut down road
accidents at the weekend when revellers celebratin
the Thai New Year would start heading back home,
the Thai authorities on Friday were quoted by local
Press as saying.

Check points nationwide would be manned with some
100,000 people to improve crackdown on drunk driving
and speeding motorists, the Deputy Prime Minister
Chaturon Chaisaeng was quoted by Bangkok Postas
saying.

“The more check points that are in place, the less
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Nursery Market Festival continues

YancoN, 17 April — The Nursery Market Festival
continued at Myay Padetha Park in Bahan Township here
today with the aim of providing necessary assistance to
growers and attracting the public to be interested in
agriculture, horticulture, livestock breeding and vegetable
farming.

Kitchen crops, fruits and saplings of herbal plants
are being shown at the festival. Modern and scientific
poultry farming as well as fish and prawn breeding are
also exhibited at the Nursery Market Festival.

Pamphlets and booklets on scientific cultivation of
crops, mechanized farming, utilization of natural and
chemical fertilizers are also available there.

The Nursery Market Festival is drawing more and
more visitors and attracting people to get interested in
agriculture and livestock breeding works.

MNA

road accidents there will be,” said Chaturon, who is also
the director of the road safety centre established to cut
down road accidents during the week-long Thai New Year,
or Songkran, Festival. Road safety has become the
authorities’ top concern during festival seasons, with some
569 people killed and 40,000 wounded in last year’s 5-
day long Songkran revellry and 857 killed and 42,179
injured in last year’s 8-day New Year holiday by road

accidents.— MNA/Xinhua
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Philippines striving to be “good No 2”

in call centre business
ManiLa , 17 April— The Philippines is striving to build itself a “good No 2” in the
call centre business, which is expected to sharply grow this year, next to global leag
India, a local newspaper reported Thursday

Trade and Industry Secretary Cesar
Purisima was quoted by Philippine Daily
Inquireras saying that an additional revenue
of about 600 million US dollars is expected
this year from new investments in call cen-
tres.

Purisima said that about 40,000 new call
centre seats are expected to start operating
this year, double the number of existing
ones, and more foreign companies had in-
formed the department of their plans to set
up call centre businesses in the country.

“Each seat employs 1.4 people generat-
ing 15,000 US dollars in average revenue, so
this means 600 million US dollars in new
receipts for the Philippines this year,” he
said. He said the country had made a strategy
to develop more contact centres and busi-
ness process outsourcing (BPO) sector so as
to build itself a “Good No. 2" in the business

next to global leader India.

Wednesday.

Ghiorghi Prisacaru, chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee of the Roma-
nian Senate, made the remarks during a
meeting with Jia Qinglin, chairman of the
National Committee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC), a top advisory body of China.

The One-China policy is a “principle” of
Romania, and all political parties in Roma-
nia have a consensus to develop relations
with Chinaas a “strategic choice”, Prisacaru
said.

China and Romania established diplo-
matic relations 55 years ago. Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao and his Romanian counter-
part Ion Iliescu signed a joint statement last
year, agreeing to furtherimprove exchanges
and cooperation in politics, economy, trade,
culture, education, tourism and science and
technology.

er During the President’s visit last year,
Chinese telecom equipment manufacturer
China ZTE Corporation signed a 94-mil-

Romanian Senate delegation pledges one-China policy

Bewing, 17 April — Romania will continue to firmly support the stance of China
on the issues of Taiwan and Tibet, a senior member of the Romanian Senate said here

lion-US-dollar contract with Romania’s
POStelecom, to help Romania build a na-
tionwide telecom network.

The Romanian senator praised China for
its “huge progress” in politics, economy,
science and technology and social matters
over the past decades.

The Romania senate delegation arrived
in China Tuesday, and itis the first Romainan
delegation to visit China after it joined the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
early this month.

Also a member of the Standing Commit-
tee of the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China,
Jia Qinglin said China attaches great impor-
tance to its relations with Romania and hopes
to cultivate the friendly relationship.

On the same day, Gu Xiulian, vice-chair-
man of the Standing Committee of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, met with the Ro-
manian delegation. Gu visited Romania last
month. — MNA/Xinhua

He was referring India’s Bangalore City
in the Karnataka state, which is known as the
“Silicon Valley” of Asia. Adjacent cities,
like Mysore, are also being groomed as sat-
ellite IT programming and backroom servic-
ing centres for the global market.

Each call centre seat, as Purisima esti-
mated, would bring in about 3,000 to 6,000
US dollars in fresh investments to the Philip-
pines. He said the entry of more foreign
companies into the call centre and BPO sec-
tor “not only highlights the quality of our
local human resources, but demonstrates the

Cao, also vice-chairman
of the Central Military Com-
mission and a state council-
lor, said the Armed Forces of
China values the relationship
with their Norwegian coun-
terpart. He said, friendly ex-
changes between the Armed
Forces of the two sides are

frequent in recent years, hop-
ing they can learn from each
other for further development
of their friendly relations.
Devold is the first minister
of defence of Norway to visit
Chinaand her visit to China is
bound to promote friendly ex-
changes between the two

Chinese, Norwegian defence ministers hold talks

Beuing, 17 April — Chinese Minister of National Defence Cao Gangchuan held
talks here Wednesday with Minister of Defence of Norway Kristin Krohn Devold.

countries and Armed Forces,
Cao said. He also briefed
Devold on China’s stance on
the Taiwan issue.

Devold said Norway ap-
preciated China’s rapid eco-
nomic development and its
active role in international
affairs. — MNA/Xinhua

continued viability of the Philippines as a
place for doing business”.

However, the secretary noted the busi-
ness requires not only training human re-
sources but also investments in infrastruc-
ture. — MNA/Xinhua

Nepal's Nat'l airlines announces flight cuts, reschedules

Kathamanpu, 17 April— The Royal Ne-
pal Airlines Corporation has announced
flight cuts and readjusted its schedules fora
week after it failed to bring in a replacement
craftforone of its Boeings, whichis leaving
for a check on Thursday.

As a result, the national flag carrier has
decided to cut one flight each from four
international sectors, The Kathmandu Po
newspaper on Thursday quoted Raju KC,
marketing director of the corporation, as
saying. “We have to reschedule the entire

international flights and cut one each flight
to Osaka, New Delhi, Bangalore and Kuala
Lumpur for a week,” KC said.

The corporation, which operates two
Boeing 757scurrently flies to 10 destina-
tions in seven countries.

Despite two-and-a-half month long ef-
fort, the corporation failed to finalize a deal
tto acquire a replacement plane for its Boeing
9-NACB which is leaving for a C-check and
will be out of service for at least two months.

MNA/Xinhua

The sinking occurred
along Qianshan River in
D Guangchang Village, leav-
ing the five buildings dam-
aged and distorted to vari-
ous extents. The area was
blocked off by police and
residents inside were trans-
ferred to safe places with no
casualties reported.

An owner of a shop in
one sunk building said she
was woken fromadeep sleep
by the violent trembling of
her bed and the sounds made

by goods falling from the
shop shelves.

“I gotupand tried to open
the door, but failed. I yelled
for help and my neighbours
came and helped me out,”
said the woman, who de-
clined to give her name.

About ten people were
inside the buildings when the
accident occurred at 1:00
a.m. Tuesday. One building
isstillunder construction and
the others are hired out, said
Yao Xinmin, an official of

Ground sinks in S China village
ZHuHal, 17April — The sinking of ground Tuesday morning in Nanping Town of
Zhuhai City, south China’s Guangdong Province, caused five four-storey buildings
to plunge one to two metres into the ground.

Nanping Town.

The buildings are all il-
legally built without stand-
ard foundations, which
might have caused the sink-
ing, Yao said.

MNA/Xinhua

India busts
antigue smuggling
gang

New DeLHi, 17 April —
Delhi police claimed on
Wednesday to have busted a
gang involved in smuggling

HK, Shenzhen customs to
step up anti-smuggling efforts

Hong Kong, 17 April— The Customs

Hong Kong and Shenzhen on Wednesday agreed to con-
tinue strengthening their exchanges of intelligence, and
conduct more joint operation to clamp down on cross-border

smuggling activities.

In a reception to welcome Shenzhen Customs officials,
who are here for a meeting to explore ways reinforcing
measures against cross-boundary smuggling activities, Hong
Kong Customs chief Timothy Tong stressed the importance
for both sides to maintain a close relationship.

Passenger and cargo traffic between the two cities is
voluminous. There is an average of some 160,000 passen-
gers per day coming to Hong Kong through various check-
points at Shenzhen, and an average of 56,400 metric tons of

incoming cargo from Shenzhen every day.

Tong said Hong Kong Customs “accords paramount
priority” to law enforcement as well as trade facilitation.

Citing the Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement
(CEPA) as an example, Tong said the implementation of the
pact has been smooth thanks to the close cooperation be-
tween the two Customs administrations. — MNA/Xinhua

authorities of

-
A dog sniffs its food in a restaurant called ‘Tampopo’ in the center of Kiev, on 15
2004. Tampopo is the first restaurant for visitors with their pets in the capital of
ex-Soviet Ukraine— INTERNET

antique items, gold coins and
stolen idols.

The police recovered
valuables worth over
666,000 US dollars and ar-
rested four persons, three of
them apprehended on Tues-
day near Shahjahan Road in
New Delhi area, where they
had gathered to sell antique
items, the Press Trust of In-
dia quoted local police as
saying.

Two 500-year-old idols
weighing over 12 kilos, a
Tibetan figurine weighing
210 grammes, 17 brass-col-
oured coins of Kushan era,
10 brass- coloured coins of
Gujarat sultan era, 31 coins
from the time of Ferozeshah
Tughlaq and 50 coins of

AMikghal period were recov-
h&ed from them.
MNA/Xinhua




THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Sunday, 18 April, 2004 13

have switched their search to the southern skies where they say they may find the

space rocks yet. Here an impact crater in Australia’s

A two-day UN meeting
that opened on Wednesday
is expected to culminate in a
resolution urging the world
body’s 191 nations to coop-
erate more closely on road
- safety and naming the World
Health Organization to co-
ordinate the campaign.

Nearly 1.2 million peo-
- ple die and another 20 mil-
lion to 50 million are injured

¥ e every year in road crashes,
F L o ;"‘\ and 518 billion US dollars is
¥ ;_l : spent annually to care for the
£ injured, the WHO reported
1R a study issued earlier this

higpest

Northern TerritefkrERNET The developing world’s

UN presses for global action on road safety

UniTep NaTions, 17April — World governments struggling to alleviate poverty and
bring peace to the Middle East and Africa turned on Wednesday to a less contentious
topic — a global campaign to improve road safety.

share of the cost of caring
for the injured is about 100
billion US dollars — a sum
that far exceeds the amount
spent worldwide on devel-
opment aid, the UN health
agency said.

“People hold a fatalistic
view of road crashes, often
encouraged by the word ‘ac-
cident’ instead of ‘crash’ or
‘collision’. Yet many of the
risks involved are entirely
within our control,” UN
Deputy Secretary-General
Louise Frechette told the
meeting’s opening session.

“Many crashes can be
prevented, while the effects

of many others can be re-
duced. We have alottodoto
raise awareness. We must
ensure thathard-earned gains
in public health and devel-
opment are not undermined
by these preventable deaths
and injuries,” she said.
Concerted global action
could include a wider dis-
semination of safety devices,
better-designed roads and
vehicles and firmer action
against people who drive too
fast or under the influence of
drugs or alcohol, she said.
Oman played a central
role in organizing the con-
ference. — MNA/Reuters

China to show “art of urban life” in World Expo 2005

BewinG, 17 April — A dozen Chinese cities including
urban life” at the World Expo to be held in Aichi, Japan,
of China Pavilion, here Thursday.

Atpresent, offices have been set up in the cities of Beijing,
Shanghai, Xiamen, Dalian, Qingdao and Hangzhou, as well
as in Hunan and Hainan provinces and the Guangxi Zhuang
Autonomous Region to make preparations for related activi-
ties.

The World Expo 2005 will be held from 25 March to
25 September, 2005 in Aichi, Japan.

The theme of this World Expo is “wisdom of nature.”
With the theme of “nature, city and harmony the art of life”,
the China Pavilion will endeavour to demonstrate the Chi-
nese people’s understanding of harmonious development of
nature and city, and their new lifestyle built up since China’s
reforms and opening-up in 1978.

The blueprint of the China Pavilion was selected from
some 17 submitted from both at home and abroad, said Gao,
also commissioner-general of China to the World Expo
2005 and vice-chairwoman of the China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT).

The CCPIT, on behalf of the Chinese Government, will

Beijing and Shanghai will host a pavilion showing “art of
said Gao Yan, chairwoman of the Organizing Committe

organize the China Pavilion.

Gao said this is the first time for China to organizing its
major cities as a whole to attract global attention and said it
will be helpful for these cities’ development.

The China Pavilion, according to Gao, mixed Chinese
traditions with advanced technologies and tries to show the
peaceful co-existence and harmonious integrity of nature
and city.

The China Pavilion, with an area of 1,620 square metres,
is one of the largest pavilions among Asian pavilions.

With 125 countries and eight international organizations
as official participants, the World Expo 2005 is expected to
receive 15 million visitors.

During the World Expo 2005, CCPIT will organize activi-
ties such as the China Pavilion Day, which is on 19 May, the
City Promotion Day, the city PromotionWeek, the 21st
Century City Development Forum, and hold Chinese local
theatrical performances.

MAN/Xinhuaj

Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs and International Co-
operation Jakaya Kikwete
made the remark at a Press
conference here on Wednes-
day after returning from his
Asia tour.

“The government of Tan-
zania has decided to apply
for a non-permanent mem-
bership of the United Na-
tions Security Council for
the 2005-2006 rotation,”
Kikwete said.

“If our request is success-
ful, we will use our position
on the Council to push for

peace in the Great Lakes Re-

Tanzania applies for UNSCseat

f Dar-es-SaLaam, 17April — The Tanzanian Govern-

e ment has submitted an application for a non-permanent
seat on the United Nations Security Council, local news-
paper Daily News reported Thursday.

gion,” he added.

The seat to be left by An-
gola has also aroused inter-
ests fromother African coun-
tries such as Sudan, Eritrea
and Ethiopia.

“We have consulted a
number of countries from all
continents and agreed it is
time Tanzania returns to the
UN Security Council, said
the Foreign Minister.

Tanzania enjoyed a non-
permanent seat on the Coun-
cil during the 1975-1976 ro-
tation and played a key role
in the African liberation
struggle. —MAN/Xinhua

French retirement homes not
equipped for heatwave

Zanzibar President thanks Cuba for health help

DAR-ES-SALAAM, 17 April — Zanzibar President Amani

Abeid Karume on Thursday

Paris, 17 April — Most
retirement homes in France
have failed to carry out
pledges to install air-condi-
tioned rooms that could help
save lives if another
heatwave occurs this year, a
government official said
here.

Hubert Falco, junior Min-
ister for Pensioners, urged
retirement homes to respect
promises made after last

year’s heatwave that killed
15,000 mainly elderly peo-
ple, when temperatures
passed 40 degrees Celsius
(104 degrees Fahrenheit).
“The target is far from
being met but it can be met,”
he told Europe 1 radio in an
interview. “There is no guar-
antee that the summer of
2004 will be any cooler than
the summer of 2003.”
MNA/Reuters

Russia supports Israel’s
Gaza Strip pull-out plan

Moscow, 17 April —Russian Foreign Minister Sergei

Lavrov on Thursday conditionally welcomed Israel’s initia-
tive to withdraw Jewish settlements from the Gaza Strip, but
made no mention of a controversial plan to keep them in the
West Bank.

US President George W Bush’s support for the initiative
outlined by Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon fuelled
outrage among Palestinian leaders, who accused Washing-
ton of giving legitimacy to the Israeli occupation.

Lavrov told reporters an Israeli pullout from the Gaza
Strip was generally in line with the “roadmap” plan for a
Middle East settlement— supported by the “Quartet” of the
United States, United Nations, European Union and Russia.

“In that sense, such a step may be supported if it does not
remain isolated and leads to other actions to implement
existing UN Security Council resolutions,” Lavrov said
when asked about Sharon’s initiative. He did not elaborate.

MNA/Reuters

expressed his gratitude to the Cuban Government for sending a team of doctors to the isles.

Karume said the coming of the Cuban doctors was an example of the two sides’
cooperation in health field while meeting with Cuban Ambassador to Tanzania Fellip Ruiz
O’Farril and the doctors at the State House in Zanzibar.

He asked the Cuban doctors to make Zanzibar their own home as they provide medical
services to local people. The doctors, who deal with surgery, pediatrics, orthopedics,
gynecology, will work in Unguja and Pemba, two sister islands of Zanzibar. One of their
major tasks is to help fight malaria. For his part, O’Farril said that the Cuban Government

would continue increasing its help to Tanzania in health area. — MNA/Xinhua

This image, courtesy of the journal ‘Science,’ shows perforated tick shell bead
(Nassarius kraussianus). A collar made of shell beads estimated to be 75,000 ye

and found in a cave in South Africa is believed to be the oldest known jeweller
appearing 30,000 years before what had previously been considered the first sig

Madagascar rescues
11 babies from
traffickers

ANTANANARIVO, 17 April
—PoliceintheIndian Ocean
island of Madagascar have
rescued 11 babies from traf-
fickers who were trying to
sell them for adoption in for-
eign countries.

A senior police official
said late on Wednesday that
police found the infants, all
aged below one year, when
they raided a house on the
outskirts of theisland’s capi-
tal.

Eight suspected traffick-
ers were arrested and charged
with abduction and illegal
confinement of the children.

“Afterreceiving informa-
tion from trusted informers,
the police burst into a house
in the periphery of the city to
find 11 babies already pre-
pared foradoption overseas,”
Albert Rakotondravo, direc-
tor of the judicial police, told
a news conference.

Rakotondravo said the in-
vestigation into the missing

schildren began on 6 April

aestetcharents started report-

Ying the disappearance of their
nafahts.

civilization, researchers said—INTERNET

MNA/Reuters
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Real's plans for seclusion come unstuck

Mabrip, 16 April— Real Madrid's plan to seek three days of peace
and seclusion at the luxury resort of La Manga appears to have come
unstuck after some 1,200 fans attended their first "closed-door"
training session on Thursday.

A handful of police were unable to prevent the crowds of adoring
fans from pouring into the resort and watching the players from
behind the fences that surround the training pitch.

Real had decided to head off to the resort in an attempt to isolate
the team from prying eyes following their recent string of humiliating
defeats.

Fans had jeered the players at training in Madrid on

Tuesday and held up offensive signs after the team relinquished the
leadership of Spain's Primera Liga following a 3-0 home thrashing by
Osasuna at the weekend.

In recent weeks, the team has also tumbled out of the Champions
League at the hands of unfancied Monaco and lost the final of Spain's
King's Cup to underdogs Real Zaragoza.

Some 300 fans normally attend the club's open-door sessions in
their training grounds in a suburb to the north of Madrid.

MNA/Reuters

Liverpool's Kirkland
out for rest of season

Lonpon, 16 April—Liverpool goalkeeper
Chris Kirkland has been ruled out for the
rest of the season due to his broken wrist and
will almost certainly miss Euro 2004, Liver-
pool manager Gerard Houllier said on Thurs-
day.

Kirkland broke his left wrist in training
on March 13 and had originally hoped to
recover in six weeks.

However, Liverpool manager Gerard
Houllier said on his club's official web site:
"Chris won't play again this season. He
won't be ready in time.

"I don't think he will be fit for the Euro-
pean Championship. He is very unlucky
because I am sure he would have gone with
the England squad.”

The 22-year-old, whose career has been
blighted by injury, was a strong contender
for a place in England's squad for Euro 2004
which starts in Portugal on June 12.

Kirkland was called up by coach Sven-
Goran Eriksson for the February friendly
against Portugal.

In his absence Pole Jerzy Dudek has been
keeping goal for Liverpool who are trying to
secure fourth place and qualification for the
Champions League next season with five
games of the season to go. — MNA/Reuters

Fluminense held despite
Romario double

RiopEJANEIRO, 16 April— Veteran striker
Romario scored twice in five minutes but
Fluminense were still held to a 2-2 draw at
home by Gremio in a Copa Brasil tie.

The 38-year-old, 1994 World Cup win-
ner latched onto a pass by Ramon to open the
scoring in the 22nd minute of the third round,
first-leg match on Wednesday night. Five
minutes later, he ran onto another pass by the
same player and scored at the second attempt
after his first shot was blocked by Gremio's
Paraguayan goalkeeper Ricardo Tavarelli.

Gremio hit back in the second half after
Fluminense appeared to relax, with defender
Claudiomiro heading home from a corner in
the 64th minute before striker Christian equal-
ized with a breakaway goal four minutes later.

The game was marred by a brawl follow-
ing Gremio's first goal that appeared to start
when Gremio defender Felipe Baloy pro-
voked his opponents during the celebra-
tions. The burly Panamanian international
was sent off along with Ramon.

Five of the other seven ties also ended in
draws. Corinthians, who have lurched from
crisistocrisis sincecoach Carlos AlbertoParreira
left at the start of last year to take charge of
Brazil, were held to a 0-0 draw at home by
Second Division Fortaleza. —MNA/Reuters

Newcastle's French Olivier Bernard(L) challenges PSV Eindhoven's Mateja Kez,
during UEFA Cup clash in NewcasteINTERNET

Leeds aim to ease relegation fears at Arsenal agali

Leeps (England,) 16
April— Leeds manager
Eddie Gray said his side
can beat Arsenal at
Highbury, and ease his
club's relegation fears, for
the second season running
on Friday.

Leeds were the last team

to defeat Arsenal in the
league when they ended
their title bid last season
with a 3-2 win on May 4.

This season, Arsene
Wenger's side have gone
on a record 32 match unde-
feated league run and lead
the English Premier League

Crossword Puzzle

1 Go to the bottom
5 Imperfection

8 Clothe

9 Wet slightly

10 Worn out

12 Attack and rob
13 Long heavy wave
14 Set of seven

17 Purchase

18 Plan of events
20 Thrift
21 Pamphlet
23 Enslaved
24 Buffoon

1 Soft sweetmeat

2 Yorkshire river

3 Call in question

4 Distant

5 Cooked in fat

6 Final terms

7 After this evening

11 Garden flower

13 Violent personal theft
15 Printed error

16 Immediately? No! (3,3)
18 Arrogant

19 Praise
22 Fuss

by seven points.

Just like last season,
Leeds need maximum
points to help them avoid
relegation and can move to
15th place if they win
though Saturday's fixtures
may change that situation
again.

"We won'tbe going there
frightened, we will just go
there and show them re-
spect,” Gray told reporters
on Thursday.

"They will look at how
we are playing and show us
respect as well. They will
look at this fixture and prob-
ably think it is the toughest
game they have left."

Gray said there was a
new-found confidence
amongst the squad that sur-
vival was achievable after
collecting seven points
from their last three games.

"We are in with a chance
of staying up. We are still
in a difficult position, but
we are in with achance," he
added.

"The lads believe they
can do it and while it will
be hard, we will try and
pick the three points up."

Gray will field on-loan
winger Jermaine Pennant
against Arsenal — the team
who loaned him to Leeds.

"It will be great for him
to go back to his club. He is
still their player although it
would be nice for him to
put one over on his team."

MNA/Reuters|

SEVILLE (Spain), 16 April
— Britain's Gary Evans fin-
ished only two strokes off
the inaugural Seville Open
first round lead and once
more held outhope of chalk-
”‘1%2 up his first European

Tour title after 13 years of
+ failure.

Evans, once touted as
Britain's next Nick Faldo,
admitted to being an un-
der-achiever and said he
had taken on a special fit-
ness coach for a month to
try to end his invidious
record.

After shooting a four-un-
der-par 68 to lie two strokes
behind early front-runner
Gregory Havret of France,
Evanssaid: "After 13 years
plodding along it gets a bit
boring trying your guts out
but getting nowhere and the
silver lining around the
cloud is not quite as bright
as it used to be.

"I'm giving it four weeks
of running and working out
before I play and we'll see
what it brings."

Despite a glittering ama-
teur career, 35-year-old
Evans has always flattered
to deceive and still has only
one second place, inthe 1992
Turespana Masters, to his
credit on tour.

A debilitating wrist in-
jury early in his career did
not help and recently he has
suffered such wear and tear
on his shoulder he has
needed cortisone injections
to be able to play.

Evans is determined not
to finish his career as a jour-
neyman but is now desper-
ate for success.

His tied fifth place at
Muirfield in the British Open
in 2002 brought him to the
public's attention and Evans
feels he needs the 'big stage'

to compete, which may not
bode well for him breaking
through in Seville.

"If T could only approach
the smaller tournaments the
way I do the bigger ones,
then maybe I would do much
better," he said.

"Icouldn't watch the (US),

Evans holds out hope of first win
after 13 years

Masters because I find it frus-
trating watching players I
know I can beat, but I can't
get into the Masters."

Evans lies 122nd on the
European money-list, with
24th his best finish this
campaign.

MNA/Reuters

Celta's Vagner fined, given

suspended prison sentence

MabRrID, 16 April— Celta Vigo midfielder Vagner has
been given a seven-month suspended prison sentence by a
Spanish court and fined 3,470 euros (4,275 US dollars) for
resisting arrest and for an offence against public order.

Sports daily Marca reported on Thursday that the 31-
year-old Brazilian-born player had been convicted over an
incident outside the club's stadium before a match against

Valencia in October 2001.

The player, who had not been selected to play in the
game, was stopped by two police officers as he drove
towards the VIP parking area because he was talking on his

mobile phone.

After a heated argument he became involved in a scuffle
with one of the officers when he tried to force his way into
the stadium. The officer was off work for 46 days as a result

of injuries he sustained.

Vagner was cleared by the court in Vigo of a more

serious charge of assault.

MNA/Reuters

Davide Sanguinetti, of Italy, returns the ball to James
Blake during US Men s Clay Court Championships play
on 15 April, 2004, at Westside Tennis Club in Houston.

Blake defeated Sanguinetti, 7-5, 6-3, to advance to the

quarterfinals—INTERNET
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Sunday, April 18
Tune in today:
8.30 am Brief news

8.35am

8.40 am
8.45 am

8.55 am
9.05 am

9.10 am
9.15 am

1.30 pm
1.40 pm
1.50 pm
9.00 pm
9.10 pm

9.15 pm
9.25 pm

9.45 pm

Music: The best thing
(Savage Garden)
Perspectives
Music:Black coffee
(All Saints)
National news/
Slogan

Music :wear it again
(Westlife)
International news
Music:I believe in
you (Toybox)
News/Slogan

Story for children
“A friend in need

is a friend in deed”
Songs for children
Hi to you

Weekly news review
Music

Atrticle

Latest Hits/Adapted
originals

Nothing fails
(Madonna)/
Weekend (Loris) /
Love denine (Sea)
Too lost in you
(Sugababes)
News/Slogan

10.00 pm PEL

i ]

( WEATHER )

Saturday, 17 April, 2004

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers have been
widespread in Kachin State, upper Sagaing Division, scattered
in Shan State, Mandalay Division, isolated in Chin, Rakhine,
Kayah, Mon States, Lower Sagaing, Bago Divisions and weather
have been partly cloudy in the remaining areas. Day tempera-
tures were (7°C) above normal in Ayeyawady Division (4°C)
below normal in Chin State, (6°C) to (8°C) below normal in
Kachin State, upper Sagaing Division and about normal in the
remaining areas. Significant day temperatures were (40°C) each
in Minbu, Aunglan, Zaungtu and Pathein. The noteworthy amount
of rainfall recorded was Hkamti (1.93) inches.

Maximum temperature on 16-4-2004 was 38.0°C (100°F).
Minimum temperature on 17-4-2004 was 22.0°C (72°F). Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 17-4-2004 was 51%. Total
sunshine hours on 16-4-2004 was (10.5) hours approx. Rainfall
on 17-4-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004 was 5 mm (0.20 inch)
at Yangon Airport and 12 mm (0.47 inch) at Kaba-Aye and 3
mm (0.12 inch) at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 15 mph from Southwest at (14:20)
hours MST on 16-4-2004. Bay inference: Weather is partly
cloudy in the Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until evening of
18-4-2004 Isolated rain or thundershowers are likely in Kachin,
Shan States, Sagaing, Mandalay, Yangon Divisions and weather
will be partly cloudy in the remaining areas. Degree of certainty
is (60%). State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in
Myanmar waters. Outlook for subsequent two daysContinu-
ation of isolated rain or thundershowers are likely in upper
Myanmar areas. Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 18-4-2004:Possibility of isolated rain or thundershowers in
the afternoon/evening. Degree of certainty is (40%). Forecast
for Mandalay and neighbouring area for 18-4-2004Possi-
bility of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is
(40%).

New Rainfall Record
(Issued at 11:00 hrs MST on 17th April,2004)

The amount of rainfall 49 mm (1.93 inches) observed at
(09:30) hrs MST today at Hkamti is the new maximum (24)hours
rainfall record of the station for the Month of April during the
last (14)years.
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Significant success can be achieved through sharp and effective administrative machinery

Prime Minister attends Htidaw hoisting ceremony at Moksotaung Pagoda, meets
departmental officials in Kyaikto

YANGON, 17 April— Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt, accompanied by member of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Maung Bo, ministers, deputy
ministers, the Chief of Staff (Navy), officials of the State
Peace and Development Council Office and departmental
heads, left here by Tatmadaw helicopter this morning and
arrived on Moksotaung of Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda in Kyaikto
Township, Mon State at 9 am.

The Prime Minister and party were welcomed there
by Chairman of Mon State Peace and Development Coun-
cil Commander of South-East Command Maj-Gen Thura
Myint Aung, senior military officers, local authorities and
local people.

At 9.15 am, the Prime Minister hoisted Htidaw atop
Moksotaung Pagoda there. Also present on the occasion
were State Oavadagariya Presiding Nayaka of Kyaikto
Manaung Monastery Sayadaw Bhaddanta Jotikalankara
and Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw Abhidhaja Agga Maha
Saddhammajotika Bhaddanta Pafifiadipa and members of
the Sangha, the commander, the ministers, the deputy min-
isters, the chief of staff (Navy), officials of the State Peace
and Development Council Office and departmental offi-
cials, local authorities, traditional cultural troupes and local
people.

Sayadaw Bhaddanta Jotikalankara administered ‘Ovada
Katha’ and Administrator Sayadaw of Kyaikhtihsaung
Monastery Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Bhaddanta
Naginda administered the Nine Precepts. Member of the
Sangha recited Parittas.

Next, the Prime Minister offered Seinbudaw and pro-
visions to the Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw. Lt-Gen Maung
Bo also offered Hngetmyatnadaw and provisions to the
Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw. Similarly, the commander and

-

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt offers gold foils to Kyaikhtiyoe Pagodan—

the ministers presented tiers of the Htidaw and donations
to the Sayadaws.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister supplicated on reli-
gious affairs, saying that as Htidaw, Hngetmyatnadaw and
Seinbudaw of Moksotaung Pagoda had fallen into decay
with the passage of time, disciples led by the
Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw together with the government
made an arrangement for hoisting new Htidaw,

Hngetmyatnadaw and Seinbudaw atop the pagoda.

On the same day, the ceremony to unveil Shwenankyin
Beikman and hoist Htidaw atop the archway will be held.
There is one concept that if good deeds are performed on
Myanmar New Year Day, those who are engaged in the
tasks can gain merits. He said that he wished the Union of
Myanmar to become a peaceful and developed nation for
ever. Next, the Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw delivered a ser-
mon, followed by sharing of merits. Afterwards, the Prime
Minister hoisted the Htidaw, Hngetmyatnadaw and
Seinbudaw atop the pagoda and sprinkled them with
scented water.

Next, the ceremony to hoist Seinbudaw and
Shwehtidaw atop the banner post was held. Prime Minis-
ter General Khin Nyunt hoisted them atop the banner post.

On arrival at Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda, the Prime Minister
offered gold foils to the pagoda and cleansed the pagoda
with scented water. He also offered flowers and water to
Buddha Image at the prayer hall. Afterwards, the Prime
Minister and party donated ‘soon’ to members of the
Sangha.

Next, Commander Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung and
Deputy Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Aung Ko formally opened the archway of Shwenankyin
Beikman on the platform of the pagoda. The Prime Min-
ister sprinkled scented water on the Htidaw for the
Beikman. He formally opened the Shwenankyin Beikman.
In the Beikman, the Kyaikhtihsaung Sayadaw and the
Prime Minister cleansed three replicas of Kyaikhtiyoe
Pagoda with scented water. The Prime Minister unveiled
the plaques of the Beikman.

(See page 9)

atop Moksotaung Pagoda: MNA

Energy Minister inspects
test-running of LNG Plant in
Nyaungdon

YANGON, 17 April— Minister for Energy Brig-Gen Lun
Thi inspected test-running of Liquified Natural Gas Plant
in Nyaungdon Township this morning.

At the briefing hall, the managing director and the
plant manager reported on production process, use of LNG,
power supply and products.

The minister gave instructions on fire prevention and
worksite safety, supervision for the test-running.

Next, the minister presented the fruit basket to the
Chinese technicians and inspected the plant.

The plant now produces Nephtha petroleum, propane
and butane gases.

On completion, the plant will produce LNG on com-
mercial scale.

Next, the minister went to the site for laying the new
14" diameter Nyaungdon-Yangon natural gas pipeline and
inspected arrival of pipes from abroad and laying of the
pipeline.

Later, the minister gave necessary instructions. ‘
MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt fixes SeinbudaTv

Minister for Energy Brig-Gen Lun Thi inspects

laying of new 14" dial
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