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Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace

and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity

and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round

development of other sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in

terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples
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INSIDE

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party tour Chittagong, Bandarban,
Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh

YANGON, 7 April— The
Myanmar goodwill delega-
tion led by Prime Minister
of the Union of Myanmar
General Khin Nyunt flew to
Chittagong from Zia Inter-
national Airport in Dhaka
on 5 April morning. The
delegation that was on a
goodwill visit to Bangla-
desh was accompanied by
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Mr M Morshed Khan of the
host country and officials.

The Prime Minister and
party were seen off at the
airport by staff and families
of Myanmar Embassy and
Military Attaché’s Office.

At 8.30 am local time,
General Khin Nyunt and
party arrived at Shah
Amanat International Air-
port in Chittagong by spe-
cial aircraft of Bangladesh
Airlines.

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt and party were
welcomed there by Adviser
to Foreign Affairs Mr Reaz
Rahman, Chittagong Divi-
sional Commissioner Mr
Ashraful Mokbul and offi-
cials.

Afterwards, the Prime
Minister and party flew to

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and Bangladeshi Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr M Morshed Khan exchange
souvenirs at the dinner.—  MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt cordially converses with local Myanmar people at
the monastery in Chittagong.—  MNA

Bandarban by Air Force
helicopter of Bangladesh
where they were welcomed
by Bandarban Hill District
Additional District Magis-
trate Mr Syed Md Hashim
and officials. Next, they
went to Tadagyi Village in
Ywadaw.

At the pandal in
Tadagyi Village, the cer-
emony to plant Maha Bo
tree and lay cornerstone for
Nat Nagamin Lake Monas-
tery was held. Present were
130 members of the Sangha
led by Natchaung Thari
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Asapha and Bangladeshi
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Paññajota, Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt and
party, Myanmar people in
Ywadaw and local people.

The congregation
opened the ceremony with
three-time recitation Namo
Tassa. Next, Hill Region
Sangha Council Chairman
K h a m a u n g - c h a u n g
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Vanna
administered the Five Pre-
cepts. The General and
party offered provisions to
the Sayadaws. Similarly,
the General presented do-

nations to Bangladeshi
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Paññajota for carrying out
propagation of Theravada
Buddha Sasana.

Next, townselders pre-
sented pictures of Maha
Sukha Hsutaungpyay Pa-
goda to General Khin Nyunt

and party and the Bangla-
deshi Minister for Foreign
Affairs. U Saw Pru of
Ywadaw gave dear horns as
gifts to Prime Minister Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt.

Afterwards, the General
planted the Maha Bo Tree
and sprinkled scented wa-

ter on it.
Next, Prime Minister

General Khin Nyunt, Sec-
retary-1 of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Soe Win and Chair-
man of Rakhine State Peace
and Development Council
Commander Maj-Gen
Maung Oo laid cornerstone
for construction of Nat
Nagamin Lake Monastery.

The Prime Minister for-
mally unveiled the plaque
to mark the planting of
Maha Bo Tree and corner-
stone-laying of the monas-
tery.

Later, Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Asapha deliv-
ered a sermon and the Gen-
eral and party shared merits
gained. Then, the ceremony
came to a close with three-
time recitation of Buddha
Sasanam Çiram Titthatu.

After the ceremony, the
General and party paid
homage to Maha Sukha
Hsutaungpyay Pagoda.
Next, the Prime Minister
donated cash to the pagoda
funds and signed in the visi-
tors’ book.

On arrival at Cox’s Ba-

zar from Bandarban, the
General and party were wel-
comed by State Minister for
Communications Mr Salah
Uddin Ahmed, Deputy
Commissioner for Cox’s
Bazar District Mr Saifuddin
Ahmed and officials.

At Seagull Hotel in
Cox’s Bazar, State Minis-
ter for Communications Mr
Salah Uddin Ahmed hosted
a luncheon in honour of the
Myanmar Prime Minister
and delegation members.

(See page 8)
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PERSPECTIVES

Strengthening bilateral relations
and cooperation between Myanmar
and Bangladesh

At the invitation of Prime Minister of
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh Begum
Khaleda Zia, Prime Minister of the Union of
Myanmar General Khin Nyunt paid a good-
will visit to Bangladesh from 4 to 6 April.

Myanmar and Bangladesh have estab-
lished diplomatic relations for long and their
cultural heritage and aims concerning regional
peace, security and development are identical.
The two countries being friendly neighbours,
their leaders have paid reciprocal goodwill
visits. Chariman of the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council Senior General Than Shwe
paid a goodwill visit to Bangladesh in 2002 and
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia recipro-
cated it in March, 2003. The goodwill visits of
the leaders of the two countries have not only
cemented the bilateral relations but also con-
tributed a lot towards bilateral cooperation.
The recent visit of Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt was shot in the arm for already
strong bilateral relations and cooperation. As
bilateral trade and economy have improved
much, the peoples of the two countries will be
able to enjoy a lot of mutual benefit.

The Prime Minister of Bangladesh hosted
a dinner in honour of the Myanmar delegation
headed by Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
at Hotel Sonargaon in Dhaka on 4 April. The
prime ministers delivered speeches at the din-
ner. Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt, in
his speech, said, “Our two countries enjoy good
neighbourly relations and there exist no big
issues between our two countries. We can
rightly be proud that Myanmar and Bangla-
desh have nurtured good relations and our
border is one of peace and stability. It is also
incumbent on both of us to turn our border
into one of prosperity.” Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, in her address, said, “Bangla-
desh and Myanmar are developing countries
with similar economic challenges. We need to
intensify our efforts to face these challenges
together through closer political and economic
links. Our talks today were a clear reflection
of our resolve in this pursuit.”

During the visit, the two prime ministers
discussed the promotion of bilateral relations
and cooperation, especially in international
affairs, trade, land and water transport and
investment sectors, in a friendly atmosphere
and the MoU’s were also inked. We strongly
believe that Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt’s goodwill visit to Bangladesh will not
only strengthen the bilateral relations but also
increase cooperation between the two countries
in trade and economy.

* Oppose those relying on external elements,
acting as stooges, holding negative views

* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability
of the State and progress of the nation

* Oppose foreign nations interfering in
internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive
elements as the common enemy

People’s DesireSitagu Sayadaw and Religious Affairs
Minister arrive back

YANGON, 7 April — Sitagu International Academy
Buddhist University Chancellor Sayadaw Bhaddanta Dr
Ñanicsara and Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura
Myint Maung arrived back here by air this evening after
attending the preliminary coordination meeting held in Ja-
pan for the holding of the Fourth World Buddhist Summit.

The Sayadaw and party were welcomed back at
Yangon International Airport by SWBU Administrative
Officer Sayadaw Bhaddanta Mahosadha Pandita, Pro-Rec-
tor Sayadaw Bhaddanta Osadha, Assistant Registrar
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Pinñajota, Minister for Culture Maj-
Gen Kyi Aung, Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen Sein Htwa, Deputy Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko and officials.
Religious Affairs Department Director-General Dr Myo
Myint, who accompanied the Sayadaw and the minister,
also arrived back here on the same flight. — MNA

YANGON, 7 April— The auxiliary fire brigade mem-
bers of News and Periodicals Enterprise, led by Ye Thurein
Ko Ko Soe and party of Tamway Township Fire Services
Department and Bahan Township Auxiliary Fire Brigade,
demonstrated measures for fire prevention and drills of
practical fire fighting at Myanma Alin Daily at No 53, 1st
Natmauk Lane, Bahan Township, this morning, inspected
by NPE Managing Director Col Soe Win.

Also present were Chief Editor U Ye Myint Pe of
Myanma Alin Daily, Deputy Director (Admin) U Mya

NPE auxiliary fire brigade members demonstrate fire fighting drills
Hlaing of NPE, Manager U Zaw Win of the daily, course
in-charge and course instructors. Course in-Charge Ye
Thurein Ko KO Soe and instructors and 25 auxiliary fire
brigade members of NPE, demonstrated the fire fighting
drills with one fire engine, two light fire engines and extin-
guishers. After the demonstration, Managing Director Col
Soe Win gave instructions on measures to be taken to pre-
vent outbreak of fire due to negligence and short circuit.
He also urged the fire-fighters of the enterprise to try hard
to be equipped with fire fighting skills. —  MNA

NPE Managing Director Col Soe Win views the demonstration on fire prevention and fire fighting at Myanma Alin daily. — MNA

Commander, Minister, Mayor attend
opening of Multipurpose Community

Telecentre in Phaunggyi
YANGON, 7 April — The opening ceremony of Mul-

tipurpose Community Telecentre,  was held at the centre
in east village of Phaunggyi, Hlegu, Yangon North Dis-
trict this morning. The centre was built  by Directorate of
Telecommunications of the Ministry of Communications,
Posts and Telegraphs and International Telecom-
muni1cations Union (ITU). Present on the occasion were
Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Development
Council Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, General Sec-
retary of the Union Solidarity and Development Associa-
tion Minister for Cooperatives Maj-Gen Htay Oo, Minis-
ter for Livestock & Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung Maung
Thein, Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office Maj-Gen
Thein Swe and Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin.

First, Director-General of Directorate of Telecom-
munications U Kyi Than and Asia-Pacific Telegraph Com-
munications Development Bureau Senior Consultant
Mr E Behdad gave speeches and formally opened the
telecentre. Later, Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and
party viewed round the telecentre and the students learn-
ing at the computer training course.

The telecentre was built at a cost of US$ 55,600
with the contribution of ITU and an equivalent to US$
44,600 contributed by Directorate of Telecommunications.
With the opening of the telecentre, computer course and
Internet and E-mail training course can be conducted and
services such as desktop printing, copier works, film
developing are provided to local people and it contributes
much towards the development of education, health,
economic and social affairs of local people and the
students become familiar with IT.

MNA

Mingon Model Village in Hlegu
Township opened

YANGON, 7 April— Under the arrangement of
Yangon Division Supervisory Committee for Maternal and
Child Welfare Association, the ceremony to open Mingon
Model Village was held in Hlegu Township this morning,
attended by Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Commander of Yangon Command
Maj-Gen Myint Swe and wife Patron of the divisional
association Daw Khin Thet Htay.

First, Daw Khin Thet Htay formally opened the
model village. The commander formally unveiled the sign-
board of the village.

Next, the commander and wife and party inspected
MCWA branch office, rural dispensary, Pyinnya Tazaung
Library and Village Peace and Development Council
Office. Village MCWA Branch Chairperson Daw Ohn Yi
presented MCWA membership applications to Chairman
of Yangon Division SC for MCWA head of divisional
Health Department Dr Hla Myint. Afterwards, Commander
Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Daw Khin Thet Htay presented
donations for the village to officials. Similarly, wellwishers
donated K 1,729,000 to officials. The commander and
wife presented toys and foodstuff to children at Pre-Pri-
mary School of Village MCWA Branch. Next, the com-
mander and party saw over Mayanchaung Station Hospi-
tal. The commander and officials presented cash towards
the funds of the hospital.  — MNA

YANGON, 7 April — The Ministry of Health and
the World Health Organization jointly observed the World
Health Day (2004) commemorative ceremony at the In-
ternational Business Centre on Pyay Road here this morn-
ing.

It was attended by Deputy Minister for Health Dr
Mya Oo, departmental heads, medical superintendents,
WHO resident representative Dr Agostino Borra, officials
of the UN agencies, members of social organizations and

guests.
The deputy minister delivered a speech on the

occasion.
Next, the WHO resident representative  read out

the message of WHO Director for Southeast Asia region
Dr Sam Lee Pliambang Chang.

Afterwards, the deputy minister and guests viewed
the photos of activities to mark the World Health Day.

 MNA

World Health Day observed
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30 US soldiers killed in Iraq in
72 hours

If Iraq had been
simmering in the back-
ground, it has moved front-
and-centre now, and the
timing is likely to prove
troublesome for President

Unfortunately for Bush, the
news from the military
campaign isn't any better, as
even his own generals now
are raising a politically
explosive topic for an
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12 Marines, 66 Iraqis

killed in battles
NAJAF , 7 April— Insurgents and rebellious Shiites

mounted a string of attacks across Iraq's Shiite south
and US Marines launched a major assault on the turbu-
lent Sunni city of Fallujah on Tuesday. Up to a dozen
Marines, two more coalition soldiers and at least 66
Iraqis were reported killed.

Iraqis look over a pair of flattened cars crushed by armoured vehicles after fighting
between guerillas and US forces erupted in the north Baghdad suburb of Adhamiya on

6 April, 2004.—INTERNET

Sources say al-Sadr supporters take
over Najaf

BAGHDAD ,  7 April— -Supporters of maverick Muslim cleric Muqtada al-Sadr
controlled government, religious and security buildings in the holy city of Najaf early
Tuesday evening, according to a coalition source in southern Iraq.

A British Army Land Rover lies burned while surrounded by children near the southern
Iraq city of Amara on 6 April, 2004. —INTERNET

Bush.  With Bush hoping to
win re-election as a wartime
president, political analysts
say continued violence in
Iraq could threaten Bush's
hold on the White House.

election year: The United
States might need to send
more troops to Iraq.

The violence Tuesday,
including an attack that
killed as many as 12 US
Marines, comes on the heels
of the shocking images last
week of charred and battered
American corpses in
Fallujah.

"To a certain degree over
time, people become numb
to it all, but they don't
become numb to days like
this one," Larry Sabato, a
University of Virginia
political scientist, said
Tuesday. "The more days
like this, the more people
will say, we have to vote for
change."

The Bush administration
transition toward putting the
Iraqis in power is June 30.
Bush is holding firm to that
date for a handover, though
congressional leaders are
questioning whether it can
happen in the face of all this
violence.

This week's events also
have given ammunition to
Democrats like Sen Edward
Kennedy of Massachusetts,
a leading opponent of the
war, who on Monday called
Iraq "Bush's Vietnam."

Bush's presidential rival,
Sen John Kerry called the
June 30 deadline "a fiction"
devised to hand over Iraqi
control well before the
presidential election.

Internet

Troops were battling in a
half-dozen cities on two
fronts in some of the most
extensive fighting since
President Bush declared
major combat over on 1 May.
US  forces fought insurgents
in Sunni triangle cities of
Fallujah and Ramadi west of
Baghdad, and coalition
troops battled Shiite militia-
men of radical cleric
Muqtada al-Sadr in the south.

"America has shown its
evil intentions, and the proud
Iraqi people cannot accept
it," al-Sadr said in a state-
ment. "They must defend
their rights by any means
they see fit."

Reports from Ramadi,

near Fallujah, said dozens
of Iraqis attacked a Marine
position near the gover-
nor 's  palace,  a senior
defense official said from
Washington. "A signifi-
cant number" of Marines
were killed, and initial re-
ports indicate it may be up
to a dozen, said the offi-
cial, speaking on condition
of anonymity.

Heavy casualties were in-
flicted on the guerillas well,
officials said. It was not im-
mediately known who the
attackers were, nor whether
the attack was related to
fighting under way in nearby
Fallujah.

Internet

Greek fiscal deficit reaches 2.95% in  2003
 ATHENS, 7 April— Greek Economy and Finance Minis-

ter George Alogoskoufis said on Monday the country's
2003 fiscal deficit reached 2.95 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP) staying just within limits set by the Euro-
pean Union (EU).

 Alogoskoufis pledged his ministry would make coordi-
nated efforts to keep the deficit below the 3.0-per-cent limit
set by the EU's Stability and Growth Pact.

 However, he said a fiscal discipline policy sought by the
new government would not undermine the priority of ensur-
ing a successful Olympic Games.

 MNA/XinhuaRussia concerned over deterioration
of situation in Iraq

Singapore ends troop
presence in Iraq

 SINGAPORE, 7 April— Sin-
gapore ended its military
presence in Iraq on Monday
with the return of personnel
from the war-battered coun-
try after a two-month deploy-
ment. "With today's batch
coming back, basically we
have no more military per-
sonnel in the Gulf," said
Felicia Tang, a spokes-

woman for Singapore's De-
fence Ministry.

 The small city state had
sent 31 personnel from the
Singapore Armed Forces and
a C-130 Hercules transport
plane to Iraq in February.
Some returned with the trans-
port plane on Sunday and the
rest came back on commer-
cial flights.

 Singapore had also de-
ployed its biggest warship, a
landing ship, with 160 troops
to Iraq last year.

 The end of Singapore's
troop presence in Iraq comes
during controversy about
Spain's decision to withdraw
its troops, and a political
uproar in Australia after the
opposition party said it would
do the same if it won power
in elections expected later
this year.— MNA/Reuters

MOSCOW, 7 April— Only “extensive par-
ticipation of the world community, including
the neighbour countries of Iraq, together with
the active role of the United Nations Organisa-
tion could give positive dynamics to the Iraqi
settlement,” Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Alexander Yakovenko said here on Tues-
day in connection with the worsening of the
situation in Iraq. “Russia is willing to promote
that process in every way in cooperation with
the Iraqis, its partners in the region and in the
UN Security Council,” he said.

According to Yakovenko, “it is important
now to stop a wave of violence in Iraq. With
this in view, it is necessary for the Iraqi nation
to decide their destiny by themselves, to
restore the sovereignty of their country and to
become again a member of the world com-
munity in their own right. The world commu-
nity, in its turn, should express solidarity with
the aspirations of the Iraqi people and should
render effective assistance to them in the

creation of a democratic state and in the
preservation of the unity and territorial integ-
rity of the country.”

“Russia has stated on more than one occa-
sion that this goal could be attained through
the convocation of an international confer-
ence under the UN aegis, at which all the
political forces of Iraq would be represented,
and which would outline the strategy of dura-
ble Iraqi settlement with the participation of
the neighbour countries of Iraq, members of
the UN Security Council and other parties
concerned.”

“Moscow is extremely worried over the
continuing deterioration of the situation in
Iraq, whose character is changing. Massive
unrest, attacks on the coalition troops and the
reciprocal use of force, not in proportion to the
scope of the attacks, are further spreading and
involving numerous casualties. Iraq is turning
into a base of the activities of international
terrorism,” he said. — Internet

The source said al-Sadr's
followers controlled the gov-
ernor's office, police stations
and the Imam Ali mosque,
one of Shia Muslim's holiest
shrines. Iraqi police were
negotiating to regain their
stations, the source said.

The source also said al-
Sadr was busing followers
into Najaf from Sadr City in
Baghdad and that many
members of his outlawed
militia, Mehdi's Army, were
from surrounding pro-
vinces.

Business people are clos-

ing their shops and either
leaving the city or hoarding
their wares in their homes,
the source said.

Late Tuesday, U.S. Ma-
rines moved into Fallujah
from several directions, com-
ing under heavy fire from
insurgents.

The move comes the day
after U.S. Marines sealed off
Fallujah in response to the
killing and mutilation of four
American civilian security
contractors last week.

About 1,300 troops from
the 1st Marine Expedition-

ary Force, along with Iraqi
armed forces, set up a cor-
don around the city Monday,
said Brig Gen Mark Kimmitt,
a US military spokesman in
Baghdad.

The operation has been
dubbed Operation Vigilant
Resolve.

Seven Marines have been
killed since Saturday in the
al Anbar province -- where
Fallujah is located -- but the
coalition has only confirmed
one as a direct result of the
Fallujah conflict.

Internet

WASHINGTON , 7 April— This week in Iraq marks one of the bloodiest periods for Americans since the war
ended; 30 soldiers have been killed in just 72 hours.
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WASHINGTON , 7 April  — Support among Americans for US President George W Bush’s handling of the Iraq war
has fallen to 40 per cent after last week’s mutilation killings of US contractors, according to a new poll issued on
Monday.

US poll shows support forBush on Iraq falling

The President’s overall job approval and other ratings
were also at or near record lows.

The Pew Research Centre survey of 790 adults taken
April 1-4 showed that confidence in Bush’s handling of the
Iraq situation had fallen 19 points since mid-January and
was at its lowest ebb since researchers first asked the
question in October 2002.

The poll was taken after last Wednesday’s heavily-
publicized murder and mutilation of four US contractors in
Fallujah, Iraq, which promoted new questions about the US-
led occupation. The poll had a margin of error of plus or
minus four percentage points.

 Only 32 per cent thought Bush had a clear plan of what
to do in Iraq while 57 per cent disagreed. Half of those
questioned said US troops should remain in Iraq, down from
63 per cent in January.

Bush’s ratings on other issues were no stronger. His

overall approval rating was 43 per cent — the lowest ever
recorded by the Pew poll. His approval rating for his handling
of the economy was 39 per cent and of energy policy was 29
per cent. Bush still had a 53-per-cent approval rating for his
handling of terrorist threats, according to the Pew poll.

Other national polls have shown Bush with somewhat
higher ratings on Iraq and overall job approval. A CBS poll
taken March 31-April 1 showed a 44 per cent minority
supported his handling of Iraq. A Gallup poll taken March
26-28, before the Fallujah attacks, gave him a 51-per-cent
approval rating on Iraq, which Gallup said was an increase
over January.

A Los Angeles Times survey taken March 27-30 found
Bush’s overall job approval rating was 51 per cent, down
slightly from November and just above the 50-per-cent level
that heralds a danger zone for candidates seeking reelection.

 MNA/Reuters

US Marines with the 2nd Battalion 1st Marine Regiment
pause after a gunbattle with the Iraqi insurgents on the
outskirts of Fallujah, Iraq, on Tuesday, 6, April 2004.

INTERNET

DOHA, 7 April — Qatar, a firm ally of the United States, said on Monday it feared
a civil war could break out in Iraq and that the country was becoming a “fertile ground
for terrorists”.

US ally Qatar says it fears
civil war in Iraq

 “The developments in
Iraq in the last few days are
alarming and we fear that
we are facing a civil war in
Iraq reminding me of what
happened in Afghanistan
and Lebanon,” Qatari For-

eign Minister Sheikh
Hamad bin Jassim al-Thani
told reporters on the side-
lines of a conference on
democracy in the Middle
East.

 “We are worried about

the cluster of resistance and
terrorist organizations in
Iraq which has become a
fertile ground for these peo-
ple to implement their ex-
tremist ideology,” said
Sheikh Hamad, whose Gulf
Arab state hosted the US
advance headquarters in last
year’s war in Iraq.

US helicopters blasted
targets in Baghdad on Mon-
day in an intensifying show-
down with Shiite Muslim
radicals resisting Ameri-
ca’s postwar plans for Iraq.
US forces also tackled
Sunni guerillas in Fallujah,
where four American secu-
rity men were killed last
week.—MNA/Reuters

Putin supports leading UN
role in world affairs

MOSCOW, 7 April — Russian President Vladimir Putin reaffirmed on Monday that
his country would continuingly support the United Nations playing a leading role in
world affairs.

“We are hearing everywhere that the
United Nations is not doing a good job  of
solving the difficult problems it faces. I
would like to see how the world would
develop if the United Nations did not exist,”
said Putin when meeting with visiting UN
Secretary General Kofi Annan in the
Kremlin.

 “We have no other effective mecha-
nism for solving international problems to-
day,” Putin said in a televised statement.

The recent appointment of Sergei
Lavrov, Russia’s former UN envoy, as the
Foreign Minister has underlined Russian
support of the world body and its develop-
ment, said the President.

He said Russia backs the idea proposed
by Annan to create an expert group to
discuss issues relating to UN reforms.

 Lavrov, who also met with Annan later
Monday, said Iraq still  poses an interna-
tional threat today and the international com-
munity should join forces to find solutions
to the problems rather than “digging through
the  past”.

 “We should focus on what we are to do
in Iraq... It is necessary to focus on the
search for constructive solutions, and this

must only be done under the  aegis of
the UN,” Lavrov told a Press conference
following the meeting.

Annan, who arrived here Sunday for a
three-day visit, said the  UN is already work-
ing to find a way to form a new Iraqi govern-
ment by the end of June and that the organi-
zation is doing its best to help the Iraqi
Government.

Speaking  of the process of the Mideast
settlement,  Lavrov said that all moves
being made by the parties must fit with
the roadmap peace plan, proposed  by the
Mideast four mediators of the United States,
Russia, the European Union and the United
Nations.

He said Russia and the United Nations
have similar approaches to the basic
measures for settling the Palestinian-Israeli
conflict.

“First, bloodshed must be prevented
and then long-term measures should be
considered,” he was quoted as saying.

Lavrov also praised Annan’s efforts to
broker a deal to heal a rift between the Greek
and Turkish Cypriot communities and
restore the island as a unified state.

 MNA/Xinhua

BAGHDAD, 7 April — Six
people were killed and
several others wounded on
Monday when US troops
clashed with militants in the
Iraqi restive city of Fallujah,
west of Baghdad, witnesses
said.

The US soldiers blocked
all the roads leading to
Fallujah as the predawn
clashes which lasted more
than two hours erupted, they
said.

The US troops bombed
some residential neighbour-
hoods with rockets and clus-
ter bombs, they added.

The US-led coalition
forces has closed the
highways from Baghdad to
Jordan indefinitely due to
military activities in the area,
according to a statement
issued Monday.

A number of gunmen
attacked on Wednesday
four American contractors
and mutilated their bodies,
hanging some human parts
on one of the bridges in
Fallujah.

The US military vowed
to avenge for them.

 MNA/Xinhua

Six killed in US
troops clash

with militants in
Fallujah

DAMASCUS, 7 April— The Chinese Embassy in Syria
donated 400 books to Syria’s Assad National Library on
Monday.

The books, classified in 52 categories and provided by
the Chinese Ministry of Culture, showed a colourful view of
the Chinese history, culture, literature, customs and arts.

Zhou Xiuhua, Chinese Ambassador to Syria, and
Mahmud Sayyed, Syria’s Cultural Minister, attended the
donating ceremony.

Sayyed showed great interest in the books and asked
journalists from the Syrian TV stations at the spot to make
special programmes of China so as to further introduce the
Chinese culture to ordinary Syrian people.

 The minister spoke highly of the Syrian-Chinese friendly
relationship during his talks with Zhou. He also extended an
invitation to the Chinese Ministry of Culture to the annual
book exhibition held by the Assad National Library.

The Assad National Library, built in 1985, is located in
central Damascus, covering an area of 22,000 square kilo-
metres with an collection of over 700,000 books.

 MNA/Xinhua

China donates 400
books to Syria

Italian troops block a highway bridge at the entrance to the southern Iraq city of
Nassiriya after clashes erupted on 6 April, 2004.—INTERNET

US soldier killed in
blast in northern Iraq

M OSUL  (Iraq), 7 April  — A roadside bomb
attack on a US convoy in the northern Iraqi city of
Mosul on Sunday killed one American soldier and
wounded another, a US military spokesman said on
Monday.

 The attack was on a main road in Mosul, 240 miles
north of Baghdad. Since the US-led invasion to oust
Saddam Hussein last year, 420 American soldiers have
been killed in action in Iraq.

MNA/Reuters
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LOS ANGELES, 7 April — Weapons inspector David Kay warned the CIA last July that there were no weapons
of mass destruction in Iraq but it took months before the US Congress and the American people were told, according
to a special report in the May issue of Vanity Fair Magazine.

US told early on that Iraq had no WMDs

Iraq’s alleged weapons of mass
destruction was the main reason cited
by President George W Bush when he
launched a war against President
Saddam Hussein four months earlier.

Kay told Vanity Fair that in July,
less than a month after he arrived in
Iraq at the behest of the CIA, he was
sending e-mail to the intelligence
agency’s Director George Tenet that
“it looks as though they did not pro-
duce weapons”.  He also said he was
ready to quit his job in December but
was urged to stay on because it would
look bad if he left early. He quit about
a month late. The former weapons hunt-
er’s comments appear in a 22,000-word
report, “The Path to War”, written and
reported over the last four months in

what the magazine said was the longest
piece of reporting it has ever published.
The issue goes on sale this week.

Kay said that after he concluded
that there were no weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq he received a phone
call in Baghdad from CIA Deputy
Director John McLaughlin, who told
him: “We have to be very careful how
we handle this.”

The magazine said that as a result it
was months before Congress and the
public learned the truth.

Last October after briefing Congress,
Kay told reporters, “We have not found
at this point actual weapons. It does not
mean we’ve concluded there are no ac-
tual weapons. It means at this point in
time, and it’s a huge country with a lot to

do, that we have not yet found
weapons.”

Kay, at that point, said his team
would have a better handle on the status
of Iraq’s banned weapons in six to nine
months. But Vanity Fair said Kay was
ready to quit by December and that
Tenet pleaded with him not to do so.
Kay said Tenet told him, “If you resign
now it will appear like we don’t know
what we’re doing and the wheels are
coming off”. Kay resigned on January
23. A CIA spokesman had no immedi-
ate comment on the Vanity Fair article.

 The magazine also reported that
Vice-President Dick Cheney visited
the CIA about 10 times prior to the war
to argue his views, according to a mem-
ber of his staff.  —  MNA/Reuters

US Marines with the 2nd Battalion 1st Marine Regiment stand guard at a railway on the
outskirts of Fallujah, Iraq, on Tuesday, 6 April,  2004. —INTERNET

WASHINGTON, 7  April  —
Bank of America Corp said
Monday that it will cut
12,500 jobs, or about 7 per
cent of its work force. The
reductions will occur over
the next two years and will
begin this month.

Bank of America Corp
completed its merger with
FleetBoston Financial Corp
last week, which created the
third biggest bank in the
United States. The bank said
approximately 30 per cent
of the cuts will come through
attrition. Ken Lewis, chief
executive of Bank of
America has said that he
wants to achieve about 1.6
billion US dollars in cost
savings by the end of 2005.

 Bank of America Corp
and FleetBoston Financial
Corp do not have a large
number of overlapping
branches that can be closed,
which is a major source of
savings in many bank
mergers. Instead, Lewis has
said that the bank expects to
get about 650 million dollars
in savings from trimming
overlapping operations and
processes. For example, the
bank will be able to consoli-
date headquarters for com-
bined business lines.

 MNA/Xinhua

MANILA , 7 April  — Road accidents are a major public health problem in Asia and
the Pacific, with some 10 million people severely injured or killed annually on the
region’s roads, the World Health Organization (WHO)’s Western Pacific Regional
Office (WPRO) warned Monday.

US death toll from
Baghdad clashes rises

to eight
BAGHDAD , 7 April— An eighth US soldier has died

from wounds sustained in fighting with Shiite militia-
men in the impoverished Baghdad suburb of Sadr City
on Sunday, the US Army said on Monday.

An Army statement said its previous reports that a US
soldier was also killed on Sunday in clashes with Shiites
near Najaf was incorrect. It said a Salvadoran was the only
foreign soldier killed in the fighting near Najaf, 100 miles
south of Baghdad.

Since the US-led invasion to oust Saddam Hussein last
year, 422 American soldiers have been killed in action in
Iraq.   — MNA/Reuters

Bremer cancels
Washington trip amid

Iraq violence
WASHINGTON , 7 April  — The US administrator in

Iraq, Paul Bremer, has cancelled a trip to brief lawmak-
ers in Washington and will stay in Iraq as occupation
forces battle an uprising by radical Shi’ites, lawmakers
said on Monday.

Bremer had been slated to brief senators, some of whom
have begun to question the US timetable for transfering
sovereignty to Iraqis, at the Capitol on Tuesday. “I think it
is because of the activity that is going on there — that he felt
should he should stay there,” said Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist, a Tennessee Republican. — MNA/Reuters

Bank of
America to cut

12,500 jobs

Australian PM urges Pacific nations to
work together

CANBERRA, 7 April  — Australian Prime Minister John Howard on Monday called
on Pacific nations to continue to work closely together for the common goal of a secure
and prosperous region.

Howard made the call on
the eve of a special retreat
for Pacific Islands Forum
leaders in Auckland, New
Zealand.

“Australia and our re-
gional friends and neigh-
bours must and will continue
to work closely together to-
wards the common goal of a
secure and prosperous re-
gion. The forum has a valu-

able role to play in achiev-
ing this,” Howard said in a
statement, in which he an-
nounced he will attend the
meeting.

The meet ing was
called by Prime Minister
of New Zealand Helen
Clark, the forum’s chair-
woman, to discuss a re-
port  on forum reform
commissioned by leaders

Road accidents are major health problem in
Asia, Pacific

The WPRO said in a
statement that the Asia-Pa-
cific Region, where only 16
per cent of the world’s vehi-
cles run, accounts for about
60 per cent of global road
deaths.

Road deaths jumped by
nearly 40 per cent in Asia
between 1987 and 1995
while in developed nations,
they fell by about 10 per cent
because of better safety
measures, it said.

“If current trends con-

tinue, road accidents will be
the third global cause of dis-
ease or injury by 2020, after
heart disease and depression,
with the numbers of those
killed and disabled up by 60
per cent,” the statement said.

In the coming WHO’s
World Health Day on 7 April,
the road safety will serve as
the theme for 2004.

WPRO’s Director
Shigeru Omi said roads,
which is the gateway for the
development in the region,

have been where many peo-
ple are injured, disabled or
killed. “This is a public
health crisis which demands
our attention.”

WPRO cited in the state-
ment the use of seat belts,
restrictions on speed and
alcohol intake, and en-
hanced vehicle standards
and road design and condi-
tions as key preventive
measures of more car acci-
dents.

 MNA/Xinhua

Iraqis chant anti US slogans in Najaf, 170 kilometres, 105 miles south of Baghdad,
Iraq, on Tuesday, 6 April, 2004. — INTERNET

in the 34th Pacific Islands
Forum in New Zealand in
August last year.

Howard’s call came at a
time when some regional
leaders are rejecting the idea
of establishing a European
Union-style Pacific Union,
proposed by Australia last
year.

 MNA/Xinhua

CARACAS, 7 April — Venezuela is to supply Argentina
with fuels worth 200 million US dollars through
an accord to be signed by the governments of both
countries.

Venezuelan Energy and Mines Minister Rafael Ramirez
said Monday the state-run oil company PDVSA is to supply
Argentina with five million barrels of fuel oil and 250,000
barrels of diesel oil.

Ramirez said an Argentine mission, led by Julio de
Vido, an official in charge of planning, was due to arrive
shortly to sign the accord on fuel supply.

The accord was reached on 29 March, under which
Venezuela will provide fuel for the Argentine electric
companies to guarantee heating for the coming winter, a
season that lasts approximately from May to September.

Ramirez added that the Argentine mission includes
more that 15 important officials who will discuss payment
conditions that might include a food swap.

MNA/Xinhua

Venezuela to supply fuel
to Argentina
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Gunbattles cast shadow over Iraq handover deadline
 BAGHDAD , 7 April  — As US forces battle militants with helicopter gunships and heavy arms, plans for Iraqis

to take power within three months look increasingly doubtful.
 The US administration is due to hand sovereignty to an

Iraqi Government on June 30 which will take charge of a raft
of affairs from trade policy to foreign relations as well as
more responsibility for security.

 More than 120,000 US and coalition troops will remain
in Iraq, conducting daily anti-guerilla operations, but the
intention is for Iraqis to steadily take over authority for
policing and security in a country awash with insurgency.

 “There’s no way Iraq is ready to take over 90 per cent of
the responsibility for running the country in less than three
months,” Jonathan Stevenson, a Middle East expert at
London’s International Institute for Strategic Studies, told
Reuters.

 “For US policy in Iraq to be vindicated, the country has
to be made stable, which means US forces staying to fight
an insurgency and stave off a civil war.”

 In a measure of a growing alarm in Washington, two
members of the US Senate’s foreign relations panel said the
Bush Administration should consider extending the June 30
handover deadline or risk seeing Iraq fall into even deeper
trouble.

 “We’re going to end up with a civil war in Iraq, if in fact
we decide we can turn this over — including the bulk of the
security — to the Iraqis,” Democrat Senator Joseph Biden
told Fox News Sunday, saying an Iraqi force would not be
ready to assume security duties for at least another three
years.  “Something’s got to happen between now and then...
or else we’re going to end up with a civil war there. We’re
going to end up with the worst of all worlds.”

 Republican Senator Richard Lugar, the chairman of the
Foreign Relations Committee, was equally stern, criticiz-
ing the White House for its lack of a plan for what happens
after Paul Bremer, the US governor of Iraq, leaves the
country on July 1.

 “At this point, I would have thought there would have
been a more comprehensive plan,” he told ABC’s “This
Week” on Sunday. “The fact is that we don’t know what
we’re going to do.”

 Asked whether it was time for Washington to consider
extending the sovereignty deadline, Lugar said: “It may be.
And I think it’s probably time to have that debate.”

  MNA/Reuters

An Iraqi child looks at the damage on 6 April, 2004,
following an explosion in the Shiite district of Sadr City,

north Bagdhad, Iraq, late Monday. — INTERNET

Spanish  troops
come under
mortar fire in

Iraq
 MADRID, 7 April — Span-

ish troops in Iraq came under
mortar fire on Monday, one
day after deadly clashes with
protesters in and near the holy
Shi’ite city of Najaf, Spain’s
Defence Ministry said.

 “Both in Najaf and in
Diwaniya the bases occupied
by the (Spanish-led) Plus
Ultra Brigade have been un-
der sporadic attack from
mortar launchers, although
none of the rounds has caused
personal or material dam-
age,” a Defence Ministry
statement said.

 The Spanish-led brigade,
which includes Central
American troops, clashed
with protesters on Sunday
who were upset over the ar-
rest of an aide to a radical
cleric.—MNA/Reuters

US urged not to interfere in other
countries’ affairs

 KUALA  LUMPUR, 7 April— The United States should not try to interfere in the
affairs of other countries under the guise of fighting international threats, Malaysian
Foreign Minister Syed Hamid Albar said on Monday.

 “Once you (the US) start to place your Navy in the Straits of Melaka, you are actually
interfering with our rights in that area,” Syed Hamid told reporters at his office in Putrajaya,
Federal Administrative Centre near here.

 The minister was responding to comments by Commander-in-Chief of the US Pacific
Command, Admiral Thomas Fargo, that US planned to patrol the Straits of Melaka
purportedly to help flush out terrorists along one of the world’s busiest waterways.

 The minister said, “I hope they will not take such steps and I am sure that the US is fully
sensitive to the position that countries like Malaysia take.”

 Syed Hamid joined Deputy Prime Minister Najib Tun Razak in voicing displeasure over
the plan which was reportedly revealed in Washington after American legislators quizzed
Fargo on his command’s budget allocations.

 On Sunday, Najib, who is Defence Minister, said Kuala Lumpur had no intention to seek
American military help to guard the Straits of Melaka as it was the joint responsibility of
Malaysia and Indonesia to do so.

 Concurring with Najib, Syed Hamid said the two Southeast countries did take joint
efforts to ensure the safety and security of the waterway.

 “But to have the US Marine or Navy policing the Melaka Straits, I don’t think that is
what we want,” he said.

 “As far as our position is concerned, while we want cooperation from the international
community, we do not want the placement of any security forces of countries that have
nothing to do with the littoral states in the Melaka Straits area,” he said.

 MNA/Xinhua

 “There will be protocols
and administrative require-
ments of course, but nothing
should now stand in the way
of rolling out treatment to
hundreds of thousands —
soon to be millions — in the
immediate future.”

 And they will be cheap,
Lewis said.

 “We’re talking of fixed-
dose combinations of ge-
neric drugs, pre-qualified by
the World Health Organi-
zation, to be purchased
overwhelmingly from ge-
neric companies based in
India, at prices as low as
140 US dollars per person
per year.”

 This is about a third to
one-half of the lowest, dis-
counted price now offered.
In contrast, HIV cocktails
can cost more than 10,000
US dollars a year when
made with name-brand
drugs in industrialized
countries.

 US President George W
Bush’s AIDS advisers have
questioned the safety of
these generics and has pro-
posed not using US aid dol-
lars to buy them.

 AIDS activist groups, the
international relief group
Doctors Without Borders
and some members of Con-
gress have accused the Ad-
ministration bowing to pres-
sure from companies that
make expensive, brand-
name HIV drugs.

           MNA/Reuters

A police officer joins supporters of Iraqi Shi’ite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr celebrating on
the roof while occupying the governor’s residence in the southern city of Basra, on 5
April, 2004. The costs of the war in Iraq, which contributed to a destabilization of the
Middle East, have outweighed the benefits of removing Saddam Hussein, former UN

weapons inspector Hans Blix told a Danish newspaper on 6 April. —INTERNET

 Secretary-General Ong
Keng Yong was to visit
Australia for five days
from April 12 as part of the
30th anniversary

celebrations of relations
between Australia and
ASEAN, Downer said.

 “It’ll be an opportunity for
us to reinforce our commit-

 “Our long-term vision
is the Free Trade Agree-
ment between Australia
and ASEAN.” However,
he said ASEAN was not
ready for a free trade deal
despite talks with the Aus-
tralian Government that
began in 2000.

 Instead, Canberra was pur-
suing bilateral deals with more
advanced nations in ASEAN.

 Last year Australia, a
leading agricultural exporter,
sealed a free trade agreement
with Singapore and a re-
cently concluded deal with
Thailand was expected to
come into force in early
2005. Australia struck a free
trade deal in February with
the United States, its sec-
ond-largest trading partner
after Japan, which is set to
go before the US Congress
mid-year.  It is also con-
ducting a study into possi-
ble free trade talks with
China.—MNA/Reuters

ment to strong security rela-
tions with ASEAN, to build
the trade relationship,”
Downer told a news confer-
ence.

 CANBERRA, 7 April — Australia aims to push forward four years of free trade talks with the 10-member
Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) when the head of the group visits next week, Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer said on Tuesday.

Australia to push for free trade talks
 with ASEAN

 WASHINGTON , 7 April— The UN, World Bank, the
Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria
and former US president Bill Clinton said on Tuesday
they had set up a joint plan to buy and distribute cheap,
generic AIDS drugs in poor countries.

Clinton, UN  announce cheap
generic “AIDS” drug plan

About 15 Iraqis
killed in

Nassiriya clashes
 ROME, 7 April — About

15 Iraqi civilians and Iraqi
soldiers were killed in clashes
between Italian troops and
Shiite militiamen in the
southern town of Nassiriya
on Tuesday, the Italian news
agency Ansa quoted an
official as saying.

 Ansa quoted Paola Della
Casa, a spokeswoman for the
Coalition Provisional
Authority (CPA) as saying
the number was an estimate
and that isolated clashes were
continuing.

 “There were victims
during the clashes and right
now it seems the number of
dead is about 15, although
this is just an approximate
estimate,” she was quoted as
saying.— MNA/Reuters

 In a clear jab at the US
Government, they said they
had negotiated discounts of
50 per cent or more on HIV
diagnostic tests and on drugs
whose safety has been ques-
tioned by the Bush Admin-
istration.

  “Simply put, the Clinton
Foundation will negotiate the
drug prices, UNICEF will
employ its procurement ca-
pacity and the Global Fund
and World Bank will pro-
vide the funding,”   Stephen
Lewis, United Nations Spe-
cial Envoy for HIV/AIDS in
Africa, said in a statement.
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An Introduction to Bioeconomic

In this article I would  like to present about
bioeconomic. A bioeconomic approach means that it com-
bines two elements: the biology of animal growth and de-
cline and the behavioral consequences that flow from eco-
nomic decision made by humans.

At first, I will present marine resources. Ocean and
inland water cover more than two thirds of the surface of
planet Earth. We can get natural resources from it. The
aquatic ecosystem is the source of numerous products and
services of value to humans. And then, we stated land is
the ubiquitous natural resources. Human beings are land-
dwelling creatures and for them land is both a spatial re-
source, providing space to live, work, travel and play and
a productive resource from which they draw their suste-
nance of food, fibre and other materials, thus we find land
is the ultimate resource in the sense that is the
surface of the earth on which the activities of organisms are
concentrated.

A minimal classification of natural resources would
perhaps be: land resources, water resources and air resources.
These are broken down into extractive and non-extractive
resources. Extractive resources are those subjects to some
process of physical removal from their natural surrounding
and perhaps physical transformation during their use. Non
extractive resources are those that yield valuable services
without being removed from their natural setting. Classic
case includes the mining and ores of various types and
harvesting of timber. Commercial fishing, recreational fish-
ing, and hunting are extractive. But the classic case of a
non-extractive resource is resources-based recreation, such
as backpacking and river rafting.

Many resources produce both extractive products
and non-extractive services. Forests may produce both tim-
ber and backpacking. Water can be used for municipal and
industrial water supplies and for boating. Twenty years ago
the word biodiversity did not exist. Now it is a household
word and a major focus of research in biology and ecology.
The newest natural resources, biodiversity is perhaps a spe-
cial type of extractive resources. Biodiversity refers to the
variation that exists at all levels of biological organization,
individual spaces and ecosystems. We consider biodiversity
protection and conservation using the analytical tools of
economic of the developing countries today that are heav-
ily dependent on natural resources, especially agricultural

Sein Sein Thein (Dagon University)Sein Sein Thein (Dagon University)Sein Sein Thein (Dagon University)Sein Sein Thein (Dagon University)Sein Sein Thein (Dagon University)

or fishery resources. There are two important linkages that
need to be looked at closely the contribution that natural
resources can make the economic growth such as
Ecotourism. Tourists are a ubiquitous part of the modern
world. Ecotourists are those whose visits are linked in some
fashion to natural or environmental resources. Ecotourism
is seen by people in some locales as a key element for
stimulating economic development.

Ecotourism has a number of important bioeconomic
aspects. And the differences will hinge on the trade-off
between the values of the biological impacts and the eco-
nomic value associated with the ecotourism. I assumed
habitat preservation is clearly the key to biodiversity pres-
ervation, thus in practical terms, diversity preservation
means habitat preservation. The study of economic growth
has been a major speciality in their economics for many
years. Economic growth in any country is related to the
growth in its productive capacity relative to the growth of
its population, growth requires increase in the quantity of
inputs or in their productivity. We thus have a way of
linking natural resources with economic growth. Natural
resources can be thought of as natural capital, the quanti-
ties and qualities of which are provided by nature. Human
beings may make use of this capital, combining it with
other inputs to produce goods and services. Natural re-
sources economic or bioeconomic is the study of how the
flow of goods and services derived from natural resources
is and ought to be managed in today’s world.

These problems derive from the underlying techno-
logical, institutional and cultural factors that characterize an
economy. Natural resources economics focuses on resources
flows into an economy, whereas the flow out of that economy
back into nature is studied under environmental economics.
There is a great variety of types of natural resources goods
and services. The most basic distinction between natural
resources is that between renewable and non renewable re-
sources characteristics such as recyclability and reversibility
are very important. So to analyze the problems of salt water
fisheries, for example, we will try to understand the basic
bioeconomic operation of the interconnected system that
includes the growth and decline of fish stock together  with
the human fishing effort expended on them. We must try to
understand the main linkage between natural resources and
such things as the rate of growth.
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YANGON, 7 April —
A coordination meeting was
held at the meeting hall of
the Ministry of Transport on
Merchant Street here at 12
noon for the successful
hoisting of diamond bud,
Hngetmyatnadaw and
Shwehtidaw atop of
Thabinnyu Pagoda, which
will be constructed for pub-
lic obeisance at
Kyaukyaydwin ward in
Mayangon Township here.

The meeting was at-
tended by Chairman of the
Work Committee for Con-
struction of Thabinnyu Pa-

goda, Minister for Transport
Maj-Gen Hla Myint Swe,
Vice-Chairman Minister for
Industry-2 Maj-Gen Saw
Lwin, Deputy Ministers for
Transport U Pe Than and
Col Nyan Tun Aung, chair-
men of subcommittees and
secretaries.

At the meeting, Maj-
Gen Hla Myint Swe said the
meeting was held to put into
discussions matters related
to the holding of a cer-
emony to hoist diamond
bud, Hngetmyatnadaw and
Shwehtidaw atop of the
pagoda on a grand scale.

Deputy Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation
Brig-Gen Khin Maung,
Deputy Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Aung Ko, Deputy
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Aung Thein, Di-
rector-General of the De-
partment for Promotion and

Hoisting of diamond bud atop Thabinnyu Pagoda coordinated
Propagation of the Sasana
U Sann Lwin, Managing
Director of the Inland Wa-
ter Transport U Soe Tint,
and secretaries of relevant
subcommittees presented
reports on measures being
taken by their committees.
A general round of discus-
sions then followed.  MNA

PRC delegation concludes visit
YANGON, 7 April — The Chinese journalist delega-

tion led by Editor of the Farmers’ Daily of the People’s
Republic of China Mr Liu Zhanmian left here by air for
home this afternoon. They were seen off at Yangon Inter-
national Airport by Director (News) of the News and
Periodicals Enterprise U Hla Tun and officials. — MNA
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party receiving Five Precepts from Khamaukchaung Sayadaw Bhaddanta Vanna at cornerstone laying ceremony of a monastery in
Bandarban.—M̊NA

(from page 1)
At the luncheon, State

Minister for Communica-
tions Mr Salah Uddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
of the Union of Myanmar
General Khin Nyunt deliv-
ered addresses. Next, the
Prime Minister and party
had lunch together with the
Bangladeshi Minister and
party.

Afterwards, the Prime
Minister and party pro-
ceeded to Ramu (Panwa)
and attended the ceremony
to open the stone pillar to
mark the construction of
B a n g l a d e s h - M y a n m a r
Friendship Road.

According to the pro-
gramme, Minister for Trans-
port Maj-Gen Hla Myint
Swe and Bangladeshi Min-
ister for Communications
Barister Nazmul Huda for-
mally opened the stone pil-
lar to mark completion of
36 kilometres long Ramu-
Gundun road section of 133

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses the dinner hosted in Chittagong by Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr M Morshed Khan of Bangladesh.— MNA

Traditional dances being presented to Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party at the dinner in Chittagong.— MNA

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win laying cornerstone of Nat Nagamin Lake Monastery in
Bandarban. —M̊NA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt …
kilometres long Bangla-
desh-Myanmar Friendship
Road.

Next, they went to
Aggameda Myanmar Mon-
astery in Cox’s Bazar
(Phalaungcheik) where they
were welcomed by disciples
and local Myanmar people.

General Khin Nyunt and
party paid homage to
Sayadaw Bhaddanta Pandita
and members of the Sangha
and offered a Buddha im-
age and provisions to the
Sayadaws. Next, the Gen-
eral cordially conversed
with local Myanmar people.
In the evening, the General
and party arrived back in
Chittagong.

While in Chittagong, the
General received reporters
from news agencies and
newspapers at Agrabad Ho-
tel and explained the pur-
pose of the goodwill visit
and agreements reached for
cooperation in various sec-
tors of the two countries.

Also present at the call were
Bangladeshi Minister for
Foreign Affairs Mr M
Morshed Khan, Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs
U Khin Maung Win, Direc-
tor-General Lt-Col Pe
Nyein of the State Peace
and Development Council
Office and Director-General
U Soe Tint of the Govern-
ment Office.

In the evening, Bangla-
deshi Minister for Foreign
Affairs Mr M Morshed
Khan hosted a dinner in
honour of the General and
party at Agrabad Hotel in
Chittagong. At the dinner,
Minister M Morshed Khan
and General Khin Nyunt de-
livered addresses. Next, the
General and party had din-
ner together with the Bang-
ladeshi Minister and party.
Also present at the dinner
were Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Soe Win, Commander Maj-
Gen Maung Oo, the minis-
ters, the deputy ministers,

the Myanmar Ambassador
and departmental officials,
the Bangladeshi Minister for
Foreign Affairs and minis-
ters, deputy ministers, mem-
bers of Parliament, local au-
thorities, the Chittagong
Mayor, consuls-general,
merchants and guests. After
the dinner, traditional dances
were presented to the audi-
ence. — MNA

Nursery Market Festival continues
YANGON, 7 April — The Nursery Market Festival

continued at Myayha Padetha Park in Bahan Township
here today with the aim of providing necessary assistace
to growers and attracting the public to be interested in
agriculture, horticulture, livestock breeding and vegetable
farming.

Kitchen crops, fruits and saplings of herbal plants
are being shown at the festival. Poultry farming and fish
breeding are also exhibited there. Booklets and pamphlets
on utilization of fertilizers arev also available there.  MNA
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt cordially converses with local Myanmar people at Aggamedha Myanmar Monastery in Cox’s Bazar.—˚MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party being welcomed in Chittagong by
Adviser to Foreign Affairs Mr Reaz Rahman and party.— MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt plants Maha Bo tree at ceremony to lay
cornerstone for building the monastery in Tadagyi Village, Ywadaw.— MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt donates cash for use in propagation of
Theravada Buddhism in Tadagyi Village, Ywadaw.— MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt offers Maha Bo tree to Sayadaws at the
ceremony to plant Maha Bo tree in Tadagyi Village, Ywadaw.—˚MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt meets with reporters from news agencies and
newspapers in Chittagong.— MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt being welcomed by officials in Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party tour
Chittagong, Bandarban, Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt seen at opening ceremony of Bangladesh-Myanmar
Friendship Road in Ramu (Panwa). — MNA

Bangladeshi State Minister for Communications Mr Salah Uddin Ahmed presents
souvenir to Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt at the dinner in Cox’s Bazar. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt offers provisions to Aggameda Monastery Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Pandita in Cox’s Bazar. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt signs in the visitors’ book at Maha Sukha
Hsutaungpyay Pagoda. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt unveils the plaque to mark cornerstone laying
ceremony of Nat Nagamin Monastery in Bandarban. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt poses for documentary photo at the dinner in
Chittagong. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt and party tour
Chittagone, Bandarban, Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt addresses the luncheon hosted by State Minister for
Communications Mr Salah Uddin Ahmed in Cox’s Bazar. — MNA

State Minister for Communications Mr Salah Uddin Ahmed addresses the luncheon
in Cox’s Bazar. — MNA
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Ever like the Padauk
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� � � � � � � � � 	 � � �POEM: Wellwishers invited for

sinking tube-wells
YANGON, 7 April— The Development Affairs

Committees under the Ministry for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races and Development Affairs are
making concerted efforts to sink tube-wells for sufficient
safe water in rural areas in States and Divisions where
water is scarce.

One 200 feet deep two-inch diameter tube-well
costs K 250,000; one 400 feet deep two-inch diametre
tube-well costs K 500,000; and one 200 feet deep four-
inch diametre tube-well costs K 500,000.

Those wishing to donate cash for the tube-well
sinking projects for rural areas may contact the following
telephone numbers.

Director-General (Tel: 01-245420 & 253088), the
Deputy Director-General (Tel: 01-240118), the Director
(Engineering) (Tel: 01-291967), the Directors (Sagaing
Division Development Affairs Committee) (Tel: 071-
21012), the Director (Magway Division Development
Affairs Committee) (Tel: 063-23164) and the Director
(Mandalay Division Development Affairs Committee )
(Tel: 02-54657). — MNA

First Leg of Myanmar Golf
Tour 2004 12-15 April
YANGON, 7 April — The 46th PyinOoLwin

invitational golf tournament, the first leg of Myanmar Golf
Tour, organized by Myanmar Golf Federation and
PyinOoLwin Golf Club, will be held on a grand scale at
PyinOoLwin Golf Club from 12 to 15 April.

The golf tournament included professional event,
amateur event, individual handicap event, individual
scratch event, team handicap event, team scratch event,
senior event and women event.

The tournament was mainly sponsored by KM Golf
Centre and PyinOoLwin Golf Club and co-sponsors were
Maruman, Shwe Sar Yan Golf Resort, Eden Group, Air
Mandalay, Imperial Jade, MK Fashion Shop, VES, AK
Company, Wilson, Tiger and Sun Far Travels and Tour.

Those wishing to participate in the tournament are
to enlist at PyinOoLwin Golf Club and can contact for
any further information. It was organized by Han Event
Management and PyinOoLwin Golf Club for ensuring
successful holding the tournament. Rothmans of Pall Mall
Myanmar Pte, Ltd will provide as tour sponsors throughout
the Myanmar Golf Tour 2004. — MNA

* Thingyan Festival is Myanmar’s
  Cultured festival since long ago
  Water’s splashed and you feel refreshed
  The waterfest is New Year Fest.
* Of all Myanmar’s festivals
  The Festival to douse water
  Is enjoyed by all throughout the land
  It’s traditional and touches the heart.
* Traditional Waterfest, the grandest occasion
  Captures Myanmar’s honour, displays culture
  These are displayed as vital points.
* At Festival time, in summer
  Throughout the land, Golden Padauk
  Buds and blooms, nationwide
  Its fragrance is wafted.
* Every year, without losing fervour
  The branches of yellow padauk
  As if beautifying the nation
  Myanmar blood, Myanmar kin
  Our Myanmar’s being cultured
  As tradition goes we must together
  Display at the festival
  The Waterfest
  We believe we’ll celebrate
  We’ll feel everfresh in mind
  And keep enhancing beauty of Myanmar.

May Yu (Trs.)

The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago.
The second best time is now.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win signs in the visitors’ book at Maha Sukha
Hsutaungpyay Pagoda. —˚MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt offers provisions to a Sayadaw at cornerstone
laying ceremony of the monastery in Bandarban.—˚MNA

U Saw Pru of Ywadaw presents horns of deer to Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt.—M̊NA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt presents cash donations towards Maha Sukha
Hsutaungpyay Pagoda.—˚MNA

A townelder presents picture of Hsutaungpyay Pagoda to Secretary-1
Lt-Gen Soe Win.— MNA

Bangladeshi Minister for Foreign Affairs Mr M Morshed Khan delivers an address
at the dinner in Chittagong.—MNA
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TRADE MARK CAUTION
ORIENT WATCH

CO., LTD, of No. 4-4, 2-
chome, Soto Kanda,
Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan,
is the Owner of the follow-
ing Trade  Mark:-

O R I E N T
Reg. No. 951/1969

in respect of “precious met-
als and their alloys and goods
in precious metals or coated
therewith, jewellery, pre-
cious stones, horological and
other chronometric instru-
ments”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin ,
M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L

for ORIENT WATCH
CO., LTD

P.O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 8 April 2004

®pv\eTac\su®mn\maNiuc\cMeta\®pv\eTac\su®mn\maNiuc\cMeta\®pv\eTac\su®mn\maNiuc\cMeta\®pv\eTac\su®mn\maNiuc\cMeta\®pv\eTac\su®mn\maNiuc\cMeta\
rn\kun\‘mi≥eta\sv\pc\qayaer;eka\mt̂rn\kun\‘mi≥eta\sv\pc\qayaer;eka\mt̂rn\kun\‘mi≥eta\sv\pc\qayaer;eka\mt̂rn\kun\‘mi≥eta\sv\pc\qayaer;eka\mt̂rn\kun\‘mi≥eta\sv\pc\qayaer;eka\mt̂

psßv\;wy\y¨erac\;K¥er;AP∑´>psßv\;wy\y¨erac\;K¥er;AP∑´>psßv\;wy\y¨erac\;K¥er;AP∑´>psßv\;wy\y¨erac\;K¥er;AP∑´>psßv\;wy\y¨erac\;K¥er;AP∑´>
rk\s∑´' 2004 KuN˙s\ mt\l 31 rk\

K¥ip\pit\es¥;NOn\;lWaeKÅy¨®Kc\;K¥ip\pit\es¥;NOn\;lWaeKÅy¨®Kc\;K¥ip\pit\es¥;NOn\;lWaeKÅy¨®Kc\;K¥ip\pit\es¥;NOn\;lWaeKÅy¨®Kc\;K¥ip\pit\es¥;NOn\;lWaeKÅy¨®Kc\;

rn\kun\‘mi>eta\sv\pc\qayaer;eka\mt̂f lup\cn\;qMu;At∑k\
lm\;Kc\;kt†ra tn\(2000)kiu pMu;®Pc\.®Ps\es' 3-Ply Poly bag
®Pc\.®Ps\es eka\mt̂f qiuel̇ac\RMum¥a;Aerak\ k¥p\ec∑®Pc\.wy\ÿrn\
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CORRIGENDUM
In the Trademark Cau-

tionary Notice appearing
in this paper on 7 October,
2003 for the Cummins
logo, the correct company
name is Cummins Inc.

CAUTIONARY
NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given
that Pierre Cardin, a French
Citizen, of 59, rue du
Faubourg Saint-Honore,
75008 Paris, France

do solemnly and sincerely
declare that we  are the
Owners and Sole Proprie-
tors of the following trade
marks in Myanmar.

1. PIERRE CARDIN

2.

The said marks are used in
respect of “Leather and imi-
tation of leather; animal
skins; trunks and travelling
bags; umbrellas; parasols
and walking sticks; whips
and saddlery; hand bags;
beach bags; travelling sets
and trunks (leatherware);
garment bags for travel;
school bags; pocket wallets;
card cases (notecases);
briefcases; key cases
(leatherware); purses not of
precious metal; hat boxes of
leather; vanity-cases (not
fitted); covers for animals
(class 18); Clothing for men,
women and children;
knitware (clothing) and ho-
siery; underclothing;
pajamas; dressing gowns;
sweaters; skirts, frocks,
trousers, jackets (clothing);
coats, waterproof clothing;
shirts; layettes (clothing);
neckties; scarves; sashes for
wear, belts (clothing);
gloves (clothing); braces;
hats; caps (headwear);
socks, stockings; tights;
shoes, slippers, boots; boots
for sports, beach shoes, ski
boots; bathing drawers and
suits; clothing for sports
(class 25).
The said trade marks are the
subject of Declarations of
Ownership recorded with
the Registrar of Deeds and
Assurances, Yangon,
Myanmar, in Book under
Nos. IV/341/2004- dated
20th January 2004 and IV/
342/2004 dated 19th Janu-
ary 2004”

Any infringement or col-
ourable imitation thereof or
other infringement of the
rights of the said Corpora-
tion will be dealt with ac-
cording to law.

U KYI WIN,
B.Com., B.L.,

for Pierre Cardin,
by its Attorneys

REMFRY & SAGAR
 INDIA

Dated: 8th April 2004

TRADE MARK
CAUTION
NOTICE

F U M A K I L L A
MALAYSIA BERHAD,  a
company incorporated under
the laws of MALAYSIA and
having its principal
office at Level 16, Menara
PSCI, 39, Jalan Sultan
Ahmad Shah, 10050 Penang,
Malaysia is the owner and
sole proprietor of the fol-
lowing Trademark:-

Reg. No. 4/4403/1999

Used in respect of:-
“Insecticide aerosol”
 Any unauthorized use,
imitation,infringements or
fraudulent intentions of the
above mark will be dealt with
according to law.

TIN OHNMAR TUN
B.A(LAW)LL.B,LL.M(UK),

P.O. Box 109,
Ph:248108/723043,

(For. Texchem Group,
Malaysia)

Dated: 8 April, 2004.

China turns
cultural

institutions into
company

BEIJING, 7 April — The
China Arts and Entertain-
ment Group (CAEG), the
first large state-owned cul-
tural enterprise, set its debut
on Monday, as a major step
to reform culture and art in-
stitutions in China.

Sun Jiazheng, Minister
of Culture, said at the inau-
guration ceremony that the
group was built on the basis
of the China Performing Arts
Agency and the China Inter-
national Exhibition Agency,
the experimental units of
China’s reform on cultural
system.

Sun said the group com-
pany will speed up estab-
lishment of a modern enter-
prise system, create compre-
hensive industrial chains
with the focus on perform-
ance and exhibitions while
developing various busi-
nesses including artworks,
publications, audio and
visual products, newspaper,
TV and Internet.

The company will also
try to get listed after estab-
lishing the stockholding sys-
tem, with shares under state
control, Sun said.

MNA/Xinhua

Philippine exports up 7.5%
in February

MANILA , 7 April — Philippine merchandise exports
went up 7.5 per cent year-on-year in February, reaching
2.999 billion US dollars, the government said Tuesday.

32 flights delayed as crew
members cast votes

in Indonesia

Electronic products,
which accounted 65.9 per
cent of all exports in Febru-
ary, rose by 6.6 per cent over
the same period last year to
1.976 billion US dollars, the
National Statistics Office
said in a statement.

Apparel and clothing ac-
cessories, the second largest
export accounting for 6.2 per
cent of the total in February,
was down 6.8 per cent over
the same period last year to
185.03 million US dollars,
the office said.

Japan was the single larg-
est buyer of Philippines ex-
ports, accounting for 17.4 per
cent of the total or 523.14

million US dollars in Febru-
ary, followed by the United
States with 17.2 per cent of
the total or 516.1 million US
dollars, it added.

Philippine exports
growth in February was a
sharp improvement over the
4.1 per cent growth in Janu-
ary, with the total exports for
the first two months this year
up 5.8 per cent year-on-year
to 5. 843 billion US dollars.

The Philippines is ex-
pecting to register a 10-per-
cent export growth this year
from last year’s only 1.5-
per-cent growth due to the
poor performance of elec-
tronics.   — MNA/Xinhua

also affected flights from Ja-
karta to Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, Guangzhou and Kuala
Lumpur.

Basuki, head of the air-
port’s flight safety service,
said the delay was mostly
caused by a small number of
passengers and the legisla-
tive election.

Actually, PT Angkasa-
pura II, the airport’s operator,
has anticipated the delay by
setting up 20 polling stations
in the airport, he said.

MNA/Xinhua

JAKARTA, 7 April  —
Thirty-two flights from the
Soekarno-Hatta Airport in
Jakarta to a number of cities
at home and abroad were de-
layed as their crew members
cast their votes on Monday.

The delay which occurred
from 5:00 a.m. to 11:00 am
mostly affected money-mak-
ing routes linking Jakarta to
Medan, Denpasar, Pontianak,
Balikpapan and Batam, state
news agency Antara re-
ported.

The report said the delay

DON’T SMOKE

DONATE

BLOOD

China to build
information

security system
BEIJING, 7 April — The

Ministry of Public Security
said that a new regulation on
information security products
manufactured at home and
abroad will come out in the
near future, further widening
market access for software
developers, reported the
China Daily on Tuesday.

An official with the min-
istry said as information se-
curity products are crucial to
the protection of the coun-
try’s security, the central gov-
ernment has to supervise and
test the quality of the these
products.  But he said the
new regulation will only tar-
get products whose major
functions are dedicated to
protecting information, such
as anti-virus products.

Only after the approval
could a company sell its pro-
duct in China, said the paper.

But under the new regu-
lation, only products solely
used for information secu-
rity protection would need
approval of the ministry and
sale permits.  —MNA/Xinhua
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Los Angeles Times tops list
with five Pulitzer Prizes

 NEW YORK, 7 April  — The Los Angeles Times won five Pulitzer Prizes on Monday,
winning journalism’s top awards for their coverage of California wildfires and Wal-
Mart, offbeat car reviews, editorials on the troubled state government and photo-
graphs of Liberia’s civil war.

 In a year when the war in
Iraq dominated much of the
news, only two prizes went
to journalists covering the
US-led invasion.

 The international report-
ing award went to Anthony
Shadid of The Washington
Post and the Pulitzer for
breaking news photography
went to David Leeson and
Cheryl Diaz Meyer of The
Dallas Morning News for
photographs depicting the
violence of the war with Iraq.

 Winners received 10,000
US dollars, up from 7,500
US dollars, in a tumultuous
year in journalism, rocked
by false reporting scandals
that hit at The New York
Times and USA Today. The
88th annual awards were
announced on Monday at
New York’s Columbia Uni-
versity.

 Beside the Los Angeles
Times, The Wall Street Jour-

nal was the only other multi-
ple winner. Beat reporting
honours went to Daniel
Golden for stories on admis-
sion preferences given to
children of alumni and do-
nors at US universities.

 The Journal’s other
award came for explanatory
reporting by Kevin Helliker
and Thomas M Burton for
coverage of aneurysms.

 The New York Times won
its sole 2004 prize for Public
Service reporting for the
work of David Barstow and
Lowell Bergman that exam-
ined death and injury among
US workers and exposed
employers who break basic
safety rules. The winners in
this category get a gold medal
rather than a financial award.

 The staff of The Los An-
geles Times was honoured
for breaking news coverage
of wildfires in southern Cali-
fornia and for national re-

porting for its examinations
of how Wal-Mart became the
largest company in the world.

 Dan Neil of The Los An-
geles Times won in criticism
for reviews of automobiles,
blending technical expertise
with offbeat humour and
cultural observations, while
William Stall won for edito-
rials on California’s troubled
state government.

 The feature photography
award went to Carolyn Cole
of The Los Angeles Times
for a behind-the-scenes look
at the effects of civil war in
Liberia.

 The Pulitzer for investi-
gative reporting went to
Michael D Sallah, Mitch
Weiss and Joe Mahr of The
Blade, Toledo, Ohio, for their
series on atrocities by Tiger
Force, an elite US Army pla-
toon during the Vietnam
War.

 MNA/Reuters

China develops powerful
semiconductor chip for illumination
SHENZHEN ,  7 April — A powerful semiconductor chip used for illumination has been

developed by a Chinese high-tech company here.
 Two to three semiconductor chips of

this kind are able to form a high-powered
illumination, said China Fangda Group, a
high-tech company based in Shenzhen,
Monday.

 Usually over 100 semiconductor chips
are needed to make a reading lamp.

 The illumination industry worldwide has
agreed that LED (light- emitting diodes)
semiconductors will be a trend for the in-
dustry’s future development but without
powerful semiconductor chips they are not
widely used as a light source, the company
said.

 LED semiconductors, more durable, en-
ergy-saving and eco-friendly, will probably
replace fluorescent lamps and incandescent
lamps in the future.

 A LED semiconductor lamp uses one
tenth of the electricity that an incandescent
lamp of the same power needs and lasts 100
times longer.

 The Chinese Government has listed high-
powered LED semiconductors as one of the
major scientific and technological research
projects during the period of the tenth
Five-Year Plan (2001-2005).

 MNA/Xinhua

China’s economic stimulates demand
for petrochemical products

 HONG KONG, 7 April — China’s economy will further stimulate the increase in
demand for petrochemical products in 2004, said Du Guosheng, chairman of the
board of the Sinopec Beijing Yanhua Petrochemical Company Limited, here Tuesday.

 Announcing the annual
results of the company, Du
said that looking forward to
2004, since the international
economic situation has seen
further improvement re-
cently, the board of the com-
pany believes that interna-

tionalization will be a more
common phenomenon in
China’s domestic market as
a result of China’s accession
to the WTO.

 The establishment and
commencement of produc-
tion of a number of  joint

venture petrochemical enter-
prises will not only intensify
market competition, but will
also exert significant influ-
ence on the production and
operations of the petrochemi-
cal industry in China, said
Du.

 In 2003, despite the out-
break of the Iraqi war and the
Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), China’s
economy nonetheless con-
tinued to grow at a high speed
and the demand for petro-
chemicals remained strong,
said Du.

 Due to strong market de-
mand for petrochemicals and
an increase in the prices of
raw materials in 2003, petro-
chemical products in China
maintained a high price level,
which resulted in a 25.9 per
cent increase in the weighted
average sales price of the eight
principal products of the
company. — MNA/Xinhua

“Running on Karma” wins Best
Film prize of HK Film Awards

 HONG KONG,  7 April  — “Running on Karma” produced by One Hundred Years
of Film Co Ltd won the Best Film prize of the 23rd Hong Kong Film Award conferred
Sunday night.

 Johnnie To obtained Best
Director prize for the film
“PTU”.  Andy Lau won the
Best Actor prize for his role
in “Running on Karma” for
his years efforts on playing
various roles in Hong Kong
films.

 The Best Actress fell in
the hands of Cecilla Cheung
who played actress in the
film “Lost in Time”.

 Tony Leung Ka Fai ob-
tained Best Supporting Ac-
tor prize for his role in “Men
Suddenly in Black” while
Hosie Ho won Best Support-
ing Actress prize for her role
in film “Naked Ambition”.

 Hong Kong Chief Execu-

tive Tung Chee Hwa at-
tended the award  confer-
ring ceremony and conferred
Best Asia Film prize to a
representative from Japan’s
Shockiku Co Ltd for film
“The Twilight Samurai”.

 He said he likes Hong
Kong films and Hong Kong-
Chinese Mainland made
films. He said quite a number
of Hong Kong films are of
international fame and he felt
proud of Hong Kong films.
He have  seen “Infernal Af-
fairs”, “Hero”, “Crouching
Tiger and Hidden Dragon”
and some other films.

 Tung said his govern-
ment would further support

Hong Kong’s film industry
and expects Hong Kong films
to become more influential
in the international market
and become more prosper-
ous.

 According to CEPA,
which has been implemented
from the beginning of this
year, more Hong Kong films
will have the access to the
Chinese Mainland market.

 Quite a number of Chi-
nese Mainland film directors
and stars such as Feng
Xiaogang, Jiang Wen, Zhou
Xun and Xu Jinglei were in-
vited to the award conferring
ceremony Sunday night.

 MNA/Xinhua

Russian nuclear
expert convicted

of spying
MOSCOW,  7 April  — A

Russian nuclear weapons ex-
pert accused of passing se-
crets to the United States and
Britain was found guilty of
treason on Monday, Russian
news agencies reported.

 Igor Sutyagin, an arms
expert from Moscow’s re-
spected USA-Canada Insti-
tute, could receive a jail term
of up to 20 years from a judge
in the Russian capital. The
judge is due to pass sentence
on Tuesday.

 “The jury were unanimous
in finding him guilty,”
Sutyagin’s lawyer Boris
Kuznetsov was quoted as say-
ing by Interfax news agency.
“Moreover only four of them
felt he deserved leniency. Most
— eight — came to the con-
clusion that he did not.”

 MNA/Reuters

Brazil denies barring
inspectors from

nuclear plant
 RIO DE JANEIRO  (Brazil), 7 April  — Brazil on Monday

denied it was refusing to allow UN inspectors into a
uranium enrichment plant, saying it was strictly follow-
ing the conditions set out in international treaties.

 Foreign Minister Celso
Amorim acknowledged, how-
ever, that Brazil was negotiat-
ing with the United Nations’
atomic watchdog, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), so that a proposed
expansion of its inspections
regime would not put Brazil’s
proprietary research at risk.

 On Sunday, The Washing-
ton Post reported Brazil was
denying IAEA inspectors ac-
cess to its Resende facility,
which is still under construc-
tion.

 “We have not banned ac-
cess to any facilities,” Amorim
told reporters. “We are rigor-
ously following the conditions
of the Vienna nonprolifera-
tion treaty and of the bilateral
pact with Argentina.”

 The treaties call for both
regular and surprise inspec-
tions by the IAEA. The Bra-
zilian Nuclear Energy Asso-
ciation said inspections and
IAEA-controlled cameras
monitor all facilities where
uranium is being handled.

 What is being discussed,
Amorim said, were proposals
by the IAEA that go beyond
the original nonproliferation
treaty, such as additional visual
controls over the facility.

 “We want to protect our
technology and research,

which are only meant for
peaceful purposes.  ... We are
one of the very few countries
that ban nuclear arms research
in the constitution,” Amorim
said.

 Regarding Washington’s
position on the subject,
Amorim saw no diplomatic
problem there and said the
United States made a clear
distinction between Brazil and
rogue states with nuclear am-
bitions such as Iran.

 “I wouldn’t say there is
any pressure coming from
Washington on the nuclear
issue. What I do see is under-
standing that Brazil is in a
different league,” Amorim
said.

 After Iran was discovered
covering up potential arms-
related atomic research, the
IAEA began pressing all coun-
tries to open up their nuclear
programmes.

 The Resende unit’s centri-
fuges should start enriching
uranium next year to produce
fuel for Brazil’s two-reactor
atomic power plant. That
would put Brazil in an elite
club of countries with a full
nuclear cycle from mining to
fuel usage. Now, Brazil en-
riches its uranium mainly in
the Netherlands.

MNA/Reuters

Two crocodiles lie by their feeding pond. Footprints found on a mud bank in a
suburban Hong Kong town may belong to wild dogs and not a runaway crocodile, the

government said after the discovery caused panic among villagers.—INTERNET
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Owen restores Liverpool to fourth, Villa held
LONDON,  7 April — England striker Michael Owen grabbed a first-half double as

Liverpool crushed Blackburn Rovers 4-0 at Anfield on Sunday to reclaim fourth place
in the Premier League.

Smith strikes dramatic late winner for Leeds
LONDON, 7 April—  Striker Alan Smith smashed in an 86th-minute winner to give

Leeds United a dramatic 3-2 home victory over fellow strugglers Leicester City on
Monday and continue their push towards Premier League survival.

Beckham denies newspaper allegations
 LONDON, 7 April —  England soccer captain David Beckham has

denied newspaper allegations that he had an affair with his former
personal assistant but failed on Monday to stop media speculation
about the state of his marriage.

 British tabloids were full of intimate details of the alleged affair
between Beckham, 28, and 26-year-old Rebecca Loos following
Sunday's original News of the World story, including a series of
explicit text messages the paper said was sent between the couple.

 The Real Madrid midfielder issued a statement describing the
story as "ludicrous" and said he was happily married with a
"wonderful wife".      "There is nothing that any third party can do
to change these facts," he said.

 Rumours regarding the state of the style icon's marriage to his
pop star wife Victoria started last September following his move to
Madrid from Manchester United.

 As one of the biggest sports names in marketing, Beckham and
his wife are regularly the focus of intense media speculation in
Britain and Spain and are treated on a par with royalty by their
millions of fans.  — MNA/Reuters

Liverpool’s Michael Owen (C) celebrates after scoring
his first goal against Blackburn, during their premiership

match in Liverpool.—INTERNET

Leeds United striker Alan Smith

 The result meant Liver-
pool leapfrogged Newcas-
tle United in the battle for
the fourth and final qualify-
ing spot for next season's
Champions League.

 With seven games left
Liverpool have 49 points,
one more than Newcastle
who beat Everton 4-2 on
Saturday.

 In Sunday's other game
Aston Villa's hopes of quali-
fying for Europe suffered a
blow when they were held
1-1 at home by struggling
Manchester City.

 Liverpool made an elec-
tric start and Owen, who
missed England's 1-0 friendly
defeat by Sweden on Wednes-
day with a hamstring injury,
gave them the lead after only
seven minutes when he drilled
home a shot from the edge of
the area.

 Rovers defender Andy
Todd then volleyed a cross
by Senegal striker El Hadji
Diouf into his own net to
make it 2-0 after 22 minutes.

 Two minutes later Owen
fired into the top corner from
another Diouf pass to wrap

up the points with barely a
quarter of the match played.

 Rovers improved slightly
in the second half but Emile
Heskey swept in Liverpool's
fourth 11 minutes from time
and defeat left Graeme
Souness's team fifth from
bottom on 31 points, only
three points clear of the
relegation zone.

 Captain Steven Gerrard
was most pleased by the fact
that it was Liverpool's fourth
consecutive clean sheet in
the league. He told Sky
Sports News: "It was em-
phatic, we played very well.

 "But I thought the most
important thing was our de-
fending. That's what we try
to base our play upon. We
know if we get clean sheets
we've got the people up front
to score the goals.

 "If we keep playing like
that today I'm sure we can
grab this fourth spot."

 At Villa Park French de-
fender Sylvain Distin headed
in a corner for Manchester
City with eight minutes left
to cancel out Colombian Juan
Pablo Angel's 26th-minute
opener for Villa.

 The result left Villa sev-
enth on 44 points, five points
adrift of Liverpool. City's
point lifted them four points
above the drop zone in 15th
place.   — MNA/Reuters

 Two goals in two minutes early in the
first half appeared to have put Leeds in
control but a similar burst from the visitors
late in the second saw them level at 2-2.

 Smith's late goal, however, earned three
points that brought the Yorkshire club level
with Leicester on 28 points. They stay sec-
ond-last on goal difference but are now only
two points adrift of Portsmouth, who are
17th, the final place of safety.

 Leeds were bottom of the league and
facing financial ruin two weeks ago but,
with a financial takeover safely negotiated
and an improvement in their results on the
pitch, they can approach the run-in with real
belief.

 Defender Michael Duberry, making his
first appearance since January, headed in
Seth Johnson's deep cross in the 11th minute
and two minutes later Smith found Mark
Viduka inside the area and the big Austral-
ian striker scored with an acrobatic over-
head kick.

 Goalkeeper Ian Walker then produced
several good saves as Leeds continued to
make the running.

 However, Leicester, who had won one
and drawn five of their last six league games,
hit back when poor marking allowed Paul
Dickov (77) and Muzzy Izzet (79) to score
with well-taken shots.

 Leicester could even have won it as
Robinson had to make an excellent diving
save to deny Peter Canero but seconds later
Leeds had regained the lead as Viduka ex-
pertly cushioned the ball off his chest and
into the path of Smith, who beat Walker on
the half-volley.

 "It's probably one of the most important
goals I'll get and hopefully at the end of the

season it will be the three points that will
keep us up," Smith told Sky Sports.

 The England striker hit the headlines last
week when he said he would leave the club
he has been with since he was a trainee if
they were relegated and accused some of his
teammates of "bottling" under pressure.

 "I've said a few things that upset a few
people but they needed to be said and some-
times the truth hurts," he said.

 "But I got the response we wanted to-
night. We showed great character to come
back and if we can keep that up until the end
of the season I think we'll be alright."

 The only black mark for Leeds was the
injury-time dismissal of Viduka, who was
shown a second yellow card for kicking the
ball away after a free kick was awarded
against him.—MNA/Reuters

Furtado's "Forca" unveiled
as official Euro 2004 song
 LISBON, 7 April—  Canadian-born singer

Nelly Furtado's "Forca" has been chosen as
the official song of the Euro 2004 Soccer
Championship being held in Portugal, tour-
nament organizers said on Monday.

Furtado, who was born in Canada to Por-
tuguese emigrant parents from the Azores,
will sing the song as part of the entertainment
before the final at the Stadium of Light on
July 4 and is likely to release a new version
in Portuguese.

 "My understanding is that there will be a
Portuguese version and that it will be re-
leased in June in time for the start of the
event," UEFA marketing director Alan Ridley
said at a news conference to launch the song
on Monday.

 Euro 2004, one of the world's largest
sporting events, runs from June 12 to July 4.
Holders France are among 16 finalists at the
tournament, which takes place every four
years.—MNA/Reuters

Cambodia beat East Timor
3-1 in U-14 football match

 PHNOM PENH, 7 April—  The Under 14
year-old football team of Cambodia defeated
East Timor team 3-1 on Monday in the Asia
Football Confederation (AFC) U-14 Festi-
val of Football 2004.

 The Cambodian team has put pressure
on its counterpart for the whole first half.

 Cambodian player Phoeun Saorum
scored the opening goal in the 23rd minute.
Another Cambodia player, Sem Chandavuth,
scored two goals in the match, one in the first
half and another in the  second half. East
Timor team scored at the 44th minute through
Atanasio Serafin Amaro.

 There are a total of 37 U-14 football
teams participating in  the tournament.
Cambodia is in Group F with other teams
from  Thailand, East Timor, Maldives and
Myanmar. Cambodia will face  Myanmar
on Tuesday while Maldives will take on
Thailand.

˚MNA/Reuters

Primera Liga reports
MADRID, 7 April— Brief reports of Primera Liga matches played on Sunday:
 Athletic Bilbao 0 — Celta Vigo 0
A result that will satisfy neither side,

Bilbao losing ground in the race for a place
in Europe and Celta wasting an opportunity
to improve their chances of survival in the
top flight.

Bilbao had defender Aitor Karanka sent
off in the dying minutes for a second book-
ing, but had the better of the game and if it
had not been for some top class work from
Celta keeper Pablo Cavallero they would
have made off with all three points.

 Atletico Madrid 2 — Valladolid 1
An important victory that puts Atletico

in pole position to secure a place in next
season's UEFA Cup, but they had to endure
a nervous second half before they could
claim the victory.

Atletico appeared to be on course for a
comfortable home win after a deft finish
from Fernando Torres and a powerful close
range shot from fellow striker Veljko
Paunovic put them 2-0 up at the break.

But Valladolid pulled one back when
defender Pablo Ricchetti headed in from a
corner on 65 minutes and dominated the
rest of the game, having a goal disallowed
for a borderline offside and hitting the
post late on.

 Osasuna 1 — Malaga 1
Malaga scrambled a draw that kept them

in the race for a UEFA Cup place after
Argentine Federico Insua headed home two
minutes from time after good work from
midfielder Edgar.

Uruguayan forward Richard Morales had
given Osasuna the lead midway through the
first half when he got his head to a 35-metre
free kick from midfielder Patxi Punal and
flicked the ball on into the top corner.

 Real Mallorca 1 — Real Sociedad 1
Mallorca can count themselves lucky to

have scraped a draw as the referee failed to

notice that forward Jesus Perera has scored
the 59th minute equalizer with his hand.

Sociedad went in front on 33 minutes
when midfielder Igor Gabilondo clipped in
under keeper Leo Franco after Darko
Kovacevic had cut a pass into his path in the
area. They wasted several good chances to
grab the win after Perera's equalizer.
 Real Zaragoza 2 — Racing Santander 2

Attack-minded Racing fought their way
from two goals down to claim an important
away draw that keeps both sides well clear of
the danger zone.

Former Barcelona striker Dani put
Zaragoza in front late in the first half when he
rifled in at the near post after racing on to a
smart back-heeled pass from David Villa,
who added another after the break with an
unstoppable close-range volley.

MNA/Reuters

Ferguson banned for four
matches, fined $10,000

 LONDON, 7 April— Everton striker
Duncan Ferguson was banned for four
matches and fined 10,000 pounds (18,470
US dollars) by the English FA on Monday
for violent behaviour and improper
conduct in a Premier League match last
month.

The Scot, dismissed for two yellow card
offences in the 1-1 draw with Leicester City
on March 20, grabbed opposing midfielder
Steffen Freund around the neck before leav-
ing the pitch at the Walkers Stadium.

 He already faced an automatic one-match
ban for the dismissal and will now miss a
further three matches.

 Ferguson also made an obscene gesture
to the crowd as he departed. He pleaded
guilty to both charges. The ban starts on
April 19.—MNA/Reuters
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7:15 am
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7:25 am

 3. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

 4. Morning news

7:40 am

 5. Nice and sweet song

7:50 am

 6. Dance of national races

MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3MRTV-3

8-4-2004 (Thursday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)

9:00 Signature Tune
Greeting

9:02 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights  “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

9:06 Let’s have fun watch-
ing Chinlone Games

9:10 Headline News
9:12 Ayeyawady Dolphin

Expedition (Part-III)
9:15 National News
9:20 Beautiful Taninthayi
9:25 Water Festival In The

Month of Dagu
9:30 National News
9:35 Current Affairs “Su-

permarkets”
9:40 Song “The Outstand-

ing Ones”
9:45 National News
9:50 100 Shuttle Traditional

Weaving Industry
9:58 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

8-4-2004 (Thursday)
Regular Programmes for

Viewers from Abroad
Evening Transmission

(15:30 - 17:30)

15:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

15:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

15:36 Let’s have fun watch-
ing Chinlone Games

15:40 Headline News
15:42 Ayeyawady Dolphin

Expedition (Part-III)
15:45 National News
15:50 Beautiful Taninthayi
15:55 Water Festival In The

Month of Dagu
16:00 National News
16:05 Current Affairs “Su-

permarkets”
16:10 Song “The Outstand-

ing Ones”
16:15 National News
16:20 100 Shuttle Traditional

Thursday, April 8
Tune in today:

8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music
8.40 am Perspectives
8.45 am Music
8.50 am National news/

Slogan
9:00 am Music
9.05 am International news
9.10 am Music
1.30 pm News/Slogan
1.40 pm   Lunch time music

-Mossie May (Rod
 Steward)
-My world (Bee
 Gees)
-Candida (Dawn)
-La La means I love
 you (The Relfonies)
-The most beautiful
 girl (Charlie Ricle)

9.00 pm    Aspects of Myanmar
-Kachin State

9.10 pm Article
9:20 pm Pourri

-WHO confirms new
polio cases in
Cameroon, Bench
-Study finds
melatonin may help
blood pressure
-“Spirit”  ready to roll,
sees water clues on
Mars

9:30 pm Favourite songs
chosen by music
lovers
-I turn to you (X’tina
Aguilera)
-Let’s live for today
(Dream House)
-Beautiful boy
(MZM)

9.45 pm News/Slogan
10.00 pm  PEL

WEATHER

Weaving Industry
16:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

16:30 National News
16:35 Paintings decorated by

art of goldsmith
16:40 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
16:42 Mahuya Dam
16:45 National News
16:50 Percussion of Pan (or)

Communal Drum
16:55 Brave Youth Showing

His Strength & Abili-
ty

17:00 National News
17:05 Modern Embroidery
17:10 Song “Glory of

Myanmar”
17:12 The Wooden Walking

Stick
17:15 National News
17:20 Shwe Nan Daw Cul-

tural Museum
17:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)

19:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

19:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

19:36 Myanma Traditional
Bronze Casting

19:40 Headline News
19:42 Ayeyawady Dolphin

Expedition (Part-II)
19:45 National News
19:50 Tour in Myanmar

“Pathein”
19:55 MRTV-3's Thingyan

Festival (Thingyan
Drizzle !)

20:00 National News
20:05 Uplifting Health and

Fitness for All
20:10 Myanmar Modern

Song “Wonderful
Country”

20:15 National News
20:20 The Ancient City of

Myanmar (Bagan)
20:25 Song “Golden Land,

Myanmar”
20:30 National News
20:35 Safari In Style
20:40 Naga Traditional Cul-

tural Showroom
20:45 National News
20:50 SA-LE Monastery

Decorated with
Handicrafts

20:55 Vran Naga Harvest
Dance

21:00 National News
21:05 Solar car for energy

saving
21:10 Song “Follow me Let’s

go”
21:15 National News
21:20 The beautiful green ice
21:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

21:35 Let’s have fun watch-
ing Chinlone Games

21:40 Headline News
21:42 Ayeyawady Dolphin

Expedition (Part-III)
21:45 National News
21:50 Beautiful Taninthayi
21:55 Water Festival In The

Month of Dagu
22:00 National News
22:05 Current Affairs “Su-

permarkets”
22:10 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
22:15 National News
22:20 100 Shuttle Traditional

Weaving Industry
22:25 Songs On Screen

“Love that didn’t bring
us together”

22:30 National News
22:35 Paintings decorated by

art of goldsmith
22:40 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
22:42 Mahuya Dam
22:45 National News
22:50 Percussion of Pan (or)

Communal Drum
22:55 Brave Youth Showing

His Strength & Abili-
ty

23:00 National News
23:05 Modern Embroidery
23:08 Song “Glory of

Myanmar”
23:10 The Wooden Walking

Stick
23:15 National News
23:20 Shwe Nan Daw Cul-

tural Museum
23:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

8-4-2004 (Thursday) &
9-4-2004 (Friday)

Evening & Morning
Transmission
(23:30 - 1:30)

23:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

23:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

23:36 Let’s have fun watch-
ing Chinlone Games

23:40 Headline News
23:42 Ayeyawady Dolphin

Expedition (Part-III)
23:45 National News
23:50 Beautiful Taninthayi
23:55 Water Festival In The

Month of Dagu
24:00 National News
00:05 Current Affairs “Su-

permarkets”
00:10 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
00:15 National News
00:20 100 Shuttle Traditional

Weaving Industry
00:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

00:30 National News
00:35 Paintings decorated by

art of goldsmith
00:40 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
00:42 Mahuya Dam
00:45 National News
00:50 Percussion of Pan (or)

Communal Drum
00:55 Brave Youth Showing

His Strength & Abili-
ty

01:00 National News
01:05 Modern Embroidery
01:08 Song “Glory of

Myanmar”
01:10 The Wooden Walking

Stick
01:15 National News
01:20 Shwe Nan Daw Cul-

tural Museum
01:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

9-4-2004 (Friday)
Morning Transmission

(03:30-07:30)
03:30 Signature Tune

Greeting
03:32 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

03:36 Myanma Traditional
Bronze Casting

03:40 Headline News
03:42 Ayeyawady Dolphin

Expedition (Part-II)
03:45 National News
03:50 Tour in Myanmar

“Pathein”
03:55 MRTV-3's Thingyan

Festival (Thingyan
Drizzle !)

04:00 National News
04:05 Uplifting Health and

Fitness for All

8:00 am
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8:25 am

 9.IN
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@NJSIN@ELMONLOPOQRL?
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@NJSIN@ELMONLOPOQRL?
@NJSIN@ELMONLOPOQRL?
@NJS

8:30 am
10. International news

8:45 am

11. Let’s Go

4:00 pm

 1. Martial song

4:15pm
 2. Song to uphold

National Spirit

4:30 pm

 3. English For Everyday Use

4:40 pm
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4:55 pm
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5:10 pm
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5:20 pm
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6:30 pm

11. Evening news

7:00 pm

12. Weather report

7:05 pm
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8:00pm

16. News

17. International news

18. Weather report

19. Myanmar video feature:
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 20. The next day’s

 programme

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers have been
widespread in Chin State, isolated in Shan, Mon and Rakhine
States, Mandalay and upper Sagaing Divisions and weather has
been partly cloudy in the remaining areas. Day temperatures
were (4°C) above normal in Taninthayi Division, (5˚C) above
normal in upper Sagaing Division and about normal in the re-
maining  areas. The significant day temperatures were (41°C)
each in Myingyan, Magway, Minbu and Aunglan.

Maximum temperature on 6-4-2004 was 37.0°C (99°F).
Minimum temperature on 7-4-2004 was 20.8°C (69°F). Relative
humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 7-4-2004 was 71%. Total
sunshine hours on 6-4-2004 was (9.8) hours approx. Rainfall on
7-4-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
Yangon. Total rainfall  since 1-1-2004 was  3 mm (0.12 inch)
at Yangon Airport and 12mm (0.47 inch) at Kaba-Aye and 3
mm (0.12 inch) at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 12 mph from Northwest at (08:20)
hours MST on 7-4-2004. Bay inference: Weather is partly
cloudy to cloudy in the Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until
evening of 8-4-2004: Scattered rain or thundershowers are likely
in Kachin, Chin and Shan States, Mandalay and Sagaing Divi-
sions, isolated in Rakhine State, Yangon, Bago, Magway and
Taninthayi Divisions and weather will be partly cloudy in the
remaining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%). State of the sea:
Seas will be moderate in Myanmar waters. Outlook for subse-
quent two days: Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers
in upper Myanmar areas. Forecast for Yangon and neighbour-
ing area for 8-4-2004: Possibility of isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (40%). Forecast for Mandalay
and neighbouring area for 8-4-2004: Possibility of isolated
rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

UNTIMELY RAINFALL WARNING
(Issued at 10:00 hrs M.S.T on 7th April, 2004)

According to the observations at (09:30) hrs M.S.T today,
isolated rain or thundershowers are likely in Kachin, northern
Rakhine, Shan and Chin States, Sagaing and Mandalay Divi-
sions within next (48) hrs commencing morning today.

04:10 Myanmar Modern
Song “Wonderful
Country”

04:15 National News
04:20 The Ancient City of

Myanmar (Bagan)
04:25 Song “Golden Land,

Myanmar”
04:30 National News
04:35 Safari In Style
04:40 Naga Traditional Cul-

tural Showroom
04:45 National News
04:50 SA-LE Monastery

Decorated with
Handicrafts

04:55 Vran Naga Harvest
Dance

05:00 National News
05:05 Solar car for energy

saving
05:10 Song “Follow me Let’s

go”
05:15 National News
05:20 The beautiful green ice
05:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

05:35 Let’s have fun watch-
ing Chinlone Games

05:40 Headline News
05:42 Ayeyawady Dolphin

Expedition (Part-III)
05:45 National News
05:50 Beautiful Taninthayi

05:55 Water Festival In The
Month of Dagu

06:00 National News
06:05 Current Affairs “Su-

permarkets”
06:10 Song “The Outstanding

Ones”
06:15 National News
06:20 100 Shuttle Traditional

Weaving Industry
06:25 Songs On Screen

“Love that didn’t bring
us together”

06:30 National News
06:35 Paintings decorated by

art of goldsmith
06:40 Thin Straw Pulp Paper
06:42 Mahuya Dam
06:45 National News
06:50 Percussion of Pan (or)

Communal Drum
06:55 Brave Youth Showing

His Strength & Abili-
ty

07:00 National News
07:05 Modern Embroidery
07:10 Song “Glory of

Myanmar”
07:12 The Wooden Walking

Stick
07:15 National News
07:20 Shwe Nan Daw Cul-

tural Museum
07:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

Wednesday, 7 April, 2004
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects Silver Sea Fishmeat Plant in Silver Sea Fisheries Industrial Zone in Hlinethaya Township.— MNA

Silver Sea Fisheries Industrial Zone opened in Hlinethaya Township
    YANGON, 7 April — The
Silver Sea Fisheries Indus-
trial Zone was opened at the
archway of the zone near
Shwepyitha Bridge in
Hlinethaya Township this
morning, attended by Prime
Minister General Khin
Nyunt.
    Also present on the oc-
casion were members of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Gen Tin

Aye, Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe,
the ministers, the Yangon
mayor, the deputy ministers
and officials of social or-
ganizations.
    First, member of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Gen Tin
Aye, Chairman of Yangon

Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe
and Minister for Livestock
Breeding and Fisheries
Brig-Gen Maung Maung
Thein formally unveiled the
archway of the zone.
    Next, Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt for-
mally unveiled the stone
inscription and sprinkled

scented water on it. Lt-Gen
Tin Aye, Commander Maj-
Gen Myint Swe and Minis-
ter Brig-Gen Maung Maung
Thein also sprinkled scented
water on it.
    Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt performed ritu-
als of golden and silver
showers to mark the open-
ing of the zone.
    Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt went to the

briefing hall of the zone. Lt-
Gen Tin Aye reported on
work of the Silver Sea In-
dustrial Zone Project.
    In his address, Prime
Minister General Khin
Nyunt said in the world in-
dustrial zones are being set
up for development of in-
dustries. Industrial Zones
have been established in the
country for development of
industrial sector and assist-

ance is also being provided
to private industrialists. In
the zone basic requirements
were fulfilled. The zone will
contribute towards the pro-
duction and utilization of
marine resources in
Myanmar.
    He called for establish-
ing of modern industrial
zone in accord with the
project.
    Lt-Gen Tin Aye pre-
sented a commemorative
gift to Prime Minister Gen-
eral Khin Nyunt.
    Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt inspected the
Fishmeat Plant and gave
instructions.
    The 213.43 acres Silver
Sea Fisheries Industrial
Zone is situated on the bank
of Hline River. The plots
ranging from 2.5 acres to
3.5 acres were reclaimed in
the zone.
    The one-stop service
zone is the first of its kind in
Myanmar. It includes
fishmeat plant, diesel pump,
water pump, workshop, cold
storage, food processing zone
and value-added processing
zone and banking services.
Ships can berth and dock at
the zone and marine products
can be sold.—MNASilver Sea Fisheries Industrial Zone seen in Hlinethaya Township.— MNA

Minister inspects No 2 Farm
Machinery Factory (Malun)

YANGON, 7 April — Minister for Industry-2 Maj-Gen
Saw Lwin, accompanied by officials, inspected produc-
tion process at No 2 Farm Machinery Factory (Malun) in
Minhla Township, Magway Division, on 5 April morn-
ing.

Managing Director of the Myanma Agricultural Ma-
chinery Industries Col Myo Tint and General Manager of
the factory U Thein Aung reported on facts about the
factory. In response to the reports, the minister gave in-
structions on meeting the targets and standards set and
staff welfare services. — MNA

Pilot production of mini
rice mills, parts inspected
YANGON, 7 April — Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen

Pyi Sone inspected the Production Department under the
Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading Service on Upper
Pazundaung Road in Mingala Taungnyunt Township here
this afternoon. Managing Director U Min Hla Aung of MAPT
and officials conducted the minister round the rice mills.

The minister looked into production process at the
mills and stressed the importance of innovative measures
for extended production of parts of rice mill for develop-
ment of rice milling industry and substitution of import
items. — MNA

Management Staff Grade-II
Course concludes

YANGON, 7 April— The Management Staff Grade-II
Course No 1/2004 of General Administration Department
concluded at the Management Development Training
School of the department this afternoon, with an address
by Minister for Home Affairs Col Tin Hlaing.

Also present were Deputy Minister for Home Affairs
Brig-Gen Phone Swe, the director-general of Myanmar
Police Force and directors-general, officials and divisional
commissioners.

Speaking on the occasion, the minister said that the
training course was opened for ensuring uplift of capa-
bility of staff of GAD in accord with the guidance of
Head of State Senior General Than Shwe. Thus, it is of
important course for staff individually as well as both
the ministry and the State. The trainees should try to
achieve success in their tasks based on experience in the
training. Upholding Our Three Main National Causes,
the staff are to implement programmes of the develop-
ment of the State, revitalization of Union Spirit and
perpetual existence of the State. In implementing the
seven-step future policy of the State step by step, as the
trainees will discharge important duties, they should train
themselves to become highly-qualified management staff
as well as leaders.

Altogether 70 trainees attended the 10-week course.
 MNA

Upgrading of Ye-Mawlamyine
railroad section inspected

YANGON, 7 April — Minister for Rail Transportation
Maj-Gen Aung Min, accompanied by Deputy Minister U
Pe Than and officials, inspected upgrading tasks being
carried out along Ye-Mawlamyine railroad on 4 April.

Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen Aung Min
inspected the fitness of 550-foot long Thingangyun bridge
at mile-post No 260, the replacement of old sleepers with
new ones at mile-post Nos 245 and 234, and measures for
keeping the railway stations clean and pleasant.

In the afternoon, Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-
Gen Aung Min arrived at the briefing hall of Thanlwin
bridge (Mawlamyine) railway construction project, where
he heard reports on progress of construction works and
future tasks. The deputy minister presented a supplemen-
tary report on the occasion.

After hearing the reports, Minister for Rail Transpor-
tation Maj-Gen Aung Min gave instructions on taking
systematic steps for timely completion of the Thanlwin
bridge (Mawlamyine) railway construction project.

Yesterday, Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen
Aung Min also oversaw progress of construction of earth
retaining wall near the approaching road to Sittaung bridge,
the painting of the bridge, the laying of sleepers, and the
durability of the bridge. He later gave instructions and
attended to the requirements.

 MNA


