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Senior General Than Shwe hears reports on 200-ton Pulp Factory Project presented by Minister for Industry-1 U Aung-Mhaung.

Senior General Than Shwe inspects 200-ton Pulp Factory Project
(Thabaung), Pathein Bridge Project in Ayeyawady Division

Y ANGON, 1 April—Chair-
man of the State Peace and
Development Council Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Than
Shwe inspected the Pulp Fac-
tory Project (Thabaung) that
has a daily production capac-
ity of 200 tons and Pathein
BridgeProjectin Ayeyawady
Division yesterday.

Accompanied by mem-
bers of the State Peace and
Development Council Gen-
eral Thura Shwe Mann, Lt-
Gen Khin Maung Than, Lt-
Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung
Myint Oo and Lt-Gen Tin
Aye, Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Rear-Admiral Soe
Thein, Commander-in-Chief
(Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein,
ministers, senior military
officers of the Ministry of
Defence, officials of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office and heads of
department, Senior General
Than Shwe arrived in
Hinthada in Ayeyawady Di-
vision by helicopter at 9.30
am yesterday.

The Senior General and
party were welcomed by
Chairman of Ayeyawady
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander
of South-West Command
Maj-Gen Soe Naing, Deputy
Minister for Religious Af-
fairs Brig-Gen Thura Aung
Ko, departmental officials
and local people. They at-
tended the opening ceremony
of the Hinthada District
Sasana Beikmandawgyi in
the town.

On arrival at the 200-ton
Pulp Factory Project
(Thabaung) of Myanma Pa-
per and Chemical Industries
of the Ministry of Industry-
1, they were welcomed by
Minister for Industry-1 U

Aung Thaung, Deputy Min-
ister Brig-Gen Kyaw Win
and officials.

At the briefing hall, the
minister explained salient
points of the project, saying
that it is being implemented
at a place near Hlaygyitet
Village, Thabaung Town-
ship. The project began on 1
November 2001. At present,
98 per cent of factory erec-
tion work and 72 per cent of
machine installation work
have been completed. Plans
are under way to conduct
testrun in July 2004. He also
explained the capital require-
ment of the project, different
phases of erection and in-
stallation sectors, bamboo,
salt, limestone, power, fuel
oil and natural gas require-
ments, raw material supply
programmes, a 50-ton high-
quality paper plant project
(Thabaung), a 60-ton news-
print  plant  project
(Thabaung), and a fuel oil
tank project.

Minister for Energy Brig-
Gen Lun Thi and Minister
for Electric Power Maj-Gen
Tin Htut reported to the Sen-
ior General on supply of gas
and electricity to the project;
and Commander Maj-Gen
Soe Naing, on land and wa-
ter transport for raw materi-
als.

Senior General Than
Shwe gave guidance, saying
that efficiency is required in
running the 200-ton pulp fac-
tory as it is a mammoth one.
‘Ways should be found to sup-
ply bamboo to the factory in
time, while laying down sys-
tematic projects to set up
bamboo and tree plantations
forensuring continuous sup-
ply of raw materials. Ar-
rangements will have to be
made in advance to transport

pulp and paper to consumer
markets swiftly.

Based on the experiences
of the project, places suit-
able for pulp and paper in-
dustries should be chosen and
the required capacity of the
machines should be calcu-
lated. Paper and pulp indus-
try has high prospects.

On behalf of the Senior
General, General Thura
Shwe Mann presented a fruit
basket to Vice-Chairman Mr
Shuchen Li of China Metal-
lurgical ~ Construction
(Group) Corporation (MCC)
of the People’s Republic of
China, the machinery sup-
plier of the project, and ex-
changed gifts with him.

Senior General Than
Shwe and party and Mr Li
and party posed for a group
photo. The Senior General
and party inspected the
progress of the project, the
yard where bamboo will be
keptand a freight jetty on the

Progress in construction of Pulp Factory Project (Thabaung) which can produce 200 tons of pulp pemday.

bank of Ngawun River.

On arrival in Pathein at
3.10 pm, they were wel-
comed by Deputy Com-
mander of South-West Com-
mand Brig-Gen Tint Swe and
officials.

AtNgawunRiverBridge
Project, they heard a report
on the advent of and the im-
plementation of the project
presented by Minister for
Construction Maj-Gen Saw
Tun. Deputy Superintending
Engineer of Bridge Special
Group 8 of Public Works U
Khin Maung Win explained
the progress of work.

In his guidance, the Sen-
ior General said efforts
should be made for durabil-
ity of the bridge and earliest
completion of the project.
After inspecting the map
showing the roads linking
the bridge, he gave guidance
ontheirdevelopmentandim-
provement.

The Senior General and

party observed progress in
constructing columns of the
approach structure and steel
cable control structure. Lo-
cated on Pathein-
Shwemyintin-Wayachaung
Road, the reinforced concrete
suspension bridge will be

installed with steel frames.
The 2,140-foot bridge will
supporta 28-foot motor road.
Forty per cent of the project
have been completed.

They also inspected the
Pathein bank and Strand
Road. — MNA

one.

materials.

Excerpts from
Senior General’s speech

* Efficiency is required in running the 200-ton
Pulp Factory (Thabaung) as it is a mammoth|

* Ways should be found to supply bamboo to th
factory in time, while laying down systematicﬂ
projects to set up bamboo and tree plantation
for ensuring continuous supply of raw

* Based on the experiences of the project, placgs
suitable for pulp and paper industries should
be chosen and the required capacity of thg
machines should be calculated. Paper and pulg
industry has high prospects.

* Efforts should be made for durability of the
bridge and earliest completion of the Ngawun
River Bridge Project.
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngah.
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For parallel development of
agriculture and industry

The government has been building
health, education, economic and social infra
structures necessary for all-round develop-|
ment of the nation. Moreover, it has taken
steps to enhance the development of the a
riculture sector, the main pillar of the na-
tional economy, and given a constant atten
tion to fulfilling the requirements for the de-
velopment of private industries by establish-
ing industrial zones.

Head of State Senior General Than
Shwe and State-level officials, during their
inspection tour of the Mandalay Industrial
Zone, gave guidance on the introduction of
automation and computerized machines to
raise the quality of products and the exten-
sion of import-substitute industries.

velopment Council Lt-Gen Soe Win, who is
also the chairman of the Industrial Develop-
ment Committee, visited the Mandalay In-
dustrial Zone on the morning of 20 March.

In his meeting with responsible person-|
nel and industrialists there, the Secretary-1
said that development of industries called for|
correct and systematic practice of the mar-
ket economic system, initiatives, diligence
honesty, integrity, understanding and coop-
eration among the industrialists.

If the industrialists put their own in-
terests in the fore, long-term development
would be impossible. Noble spirit and high
qualifications are required for raising the mo-
mentum of development.

The government is making every en-
deavour to accelerate the impetus of indus
trial development starting from the year
2004-2005. Coordination meetings betwee
the government and the industrialists have|
been held to introduce modern machines, td
turn out skilled workers and to make raw
materials available. Moreover, top priority
is being given to electrical power plans to bg
able to fully supply electricity to industries
as well as to the public.

Only the parallel development of agri-
culture and industry would pave the way for
the emergence of a modern and develope
nation. Therefore, we would like to call upon
all those in the agriculture and industrial sec-
tors to work in concert for the development
of these two sectors under the leadership o

the government.
\ J

Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Dg-
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Myanmar Gazette

Yancon, 1 April — The State Peace and
Development Council has appointed Deputy Director-
General of the Foreign Economic Relations Department
under the Ministry of National Planning & Economic
Development Daw Myo Nwe as Director-General of the
same department on probation from the date she assumes
charges of her duties. — MNA

Myanmar citizens in Malaysia donate
medicines to Sangha Hospital

YaNGoN, 1 April — Myanmar Ambassador to
Malaysia U Hla Maung, Myanmar embassy staff and
wellwishers donated medicines and medical equipment for
Jivitadana Sangha Hospitals in Myanmar at the office of

Chinese journalist delegation arrives

YaNGoN, 1 April— A 6-member Chinese journalist
delegation led by Editor Mr Liu Zhanmian of the Farmer’s
Daily of the People’s Republic of China arrived here by air
this evening to visit Myanmar for one week to enhance
mutual understanding and friendship and strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation and exchange between China and Myanmar

journalism fields.

They were welcomed at the airport by Director
(News) U Hla Tun and officials of News and Periodicals
Enterprise and officials of the Chinese Embassy.— MNA

International Airport— mna

The Chinese delegation being welcomed at the Yan

the ambassador in Kuala Lumpur on 25 March morning.
Present on the occasion were Myanmar citizens of Myanmar
social association in Malaysia, Myanmar entrepreneurs and
Myanmar surgeons. The wellwishers presented medicines
and medical equipment to the ambassador who spoke words
of thanks. — MNA

Myanmar Ambassador to Malaysia U Hla Maung accepts
medicines and medical equipment for Jivitadana Sangha
Hospitals in Myanmar donated by Dr U Kan Myint and

Dr Daw Khin May Than in Malaysia— mna

o i

Vietnamese broadcasting delegation

visits Myanma Gems Emporium,
Hlinethaya Industrial City

YANGON, 1 April— The Vietnamese broadcasting
delegation led by Deputy Director Mr Nguyen Van Khoa,
accompanied by officials of Myanma Radio and Televi-
sion, this morning visited Myanma Gems Emporium on
Kaba Aye Pagoda Road.

The Vietnamese delegation went to Hlinethaya In-
dustrial Zone where an official explained facts about the
zone. The guests also visited Tokyo Pipe Factory and
Ever November Garment Factory.

On 30 March, the guests paid homage to Maha
Muni Image and Hsutaungpyay Pagoda on Mandalay Hill
in Mandalay. They also visited Myanansankyaw
Shwenandaw in Nanmyo. Yesterday, the guests visited
pagodas in Bagan-NyaungU and viewed round Myanma
handicraft workshops there— MNA
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Filling stations to be kept open
during Thingyan
YANGoON, 1 April — The Myanma Petroleum Prod-
ucts Enterprise under the Ministry of Energy will keep
its filling stations in Yangon Division open during
the Thingyan holidays.

MNA
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No regrets about keeping Canada out of
US-led war on Irag, former PM says

Lonpon, 1 April — Former prime minister Jean Chretien says he has no regrets about his decision to ke
Canada's military out of the Iraq war because it was important to maintain the United Nations' influence on world

affairs

"If there had been a
resolution at the UN, we
would have been part of it,"
he said Tuesday before
he was scheduled to speak
to the Commonwealth
Foundation on the impor-
tance of multilateralism.

Chretien said his decision
not to join the US-led
invasion of Iraq has been
bolstered by the reaction of
Canadians.

"The Canadian people are
very pleased with the
decision and feel very good
about it and it was a good
occasion, too, to prove our
independence," he told
journalists at a breakfast
meeting.

"A lot of people tend to
look at us as a neighbour (of
the United States) thatis, you
know, almost the 51st state
for some people. We are not

and we don't want to be and
it was a good occasion to
establish that very clearly."

In Toronto, Prime
Minister Paul Martin said
he's proud of what the Liberal
government has done in the
last 10 years - much of it
under Chretien.

Martin mentioned the
decision regarding the
conflictinIraqasanexample.
"If we as a government had

gone into Iraq, we would
nothave anation as united as
we are today as we look to
our role outside of this
country."

Inthe aftermath of the war,
US troops have become
targets of attacks in Iraq as
security in the country
deteriorated following the
overthrow of Saddam
Hussein.

Internet

Five US soldiers killed in
roadside bomb blast in Iraq

BacupAD 1 April—Five US soldiers in Iraq were killed
when their vehicle struck a roadside bomb in Al-Anbar
province, west of Baghdad, a coalition spokesman said.

The five were killed when their convoy hit an improvised
explosive device northwest of the US military base in
Habbaniya, 90 kilometres (55 miles) west of Baghdad,
Brigadier General Mark Kimmitt told a press conference
in Baghdad.

It is thought to be the worst single incident involving
coalition troops since a US military helicopter was downed
on January 8 near the nearby flashpoint town of Fallujah,
also in Al-Anbar, killing all nine aboard.

Russia expels
three Lithuanians
in tit-for-tat

Moscow, 1 April—
Russia on Tuesday ordered
three Lithuanian diplomats
outof the country, one month
after the Baltic state expelled
three Russians it said were
spying.

A Foreign Ministry
statement said the Lithuanian
charge d'affaires had been
summoned and told the three
diplomats had conducted
"activities incompatible with
their status,” a usual
euphemism for spying.

The three were given two
days to leave Russia.

It was Russia's second
expulsion order in a week
directed at Baltic diplomats.
Russian authorities last week
threw out two Estonian
diplomats in a similar tit-
for-tat action.

Lithuania expelled three
Russian diplomats in
February after accusing them
of spying and trying to gain
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Vehicles drive along a secondary road leading to the Iragi town of Fallujah after 3
tank blocked the main entrance of the town. US Marines are constantly patrollin
dusty streets of this restive Iragi town in search of weapons recentlyrerner

The latest deaths brought to 291 the number of US
soldiers killed in action since US President George
W Bush declared major hostilities over on 1 May.

Internet

Controller to run home appliances

with handsets developed in Japan

Tokyo, 1 April— NTT DoCoMo Inc of Japan said
Tuesday it has developed a controller that enables home
appliances to be operated with its third generation (3G)
FOMA videophone handsets from virtually anywhere.

"The controller enables operations such as programming
the recording of a TV programme and then viewing the
playback on the phone, turning air conditioners and lights on
and off, and viewing live video from the controller's built-in
camera, including automatically if the unit's built-in motion
sensor detects movement,” the company said in a Press
release.

Using the controller, which is equipped for both infrared
and cable connection to appliances, video can also be
Wahsmitted from a FOMA phone for live viewing on a

 §8Ren connected to the controller, NTT DoCoMo said.

MNA/Xinhus

Nigeria, S Africa partner for
tourism development

ABuia, 1 Apirl —
Nigeria and South Africa
plan to collaborate on
tourism development as a
way of attracting foreign
tourists to Nigeria, a senior

access to the NATO military
alliance and European Union
secrets. — MNA/Reuters

Nigerian official said here
recently.
"We are making efforts

NATO air patrolling over
Baltic states unnecessary

Moscow, 1 Apirl — The Russian Foreign Ministry said
Tuesday that the patrolling by NATO planes of the air space
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania is totally unnecessary.

"From a security point of view, the region has been
virtually demilitarized," Alexander Yakovenko, a Foreign
Ministry spokesman said at a briefing the day after seven
countries — including Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania —
formally joined NATO and four F-16 fighter jets began
patrolling over the three Baltic states.

NATO has agreed to include the Baltic states, said to
posses very limited air forces of their own, under its air
defence shield.

In response to NATO's expansion, Russia has warned
that it will take steps to defend itself if NATO's eastward
push is perceived as a threat.

Yakovenko said the deployment of NATO warplanes,
even if justifiable under NATO instructions, is an outdated
approach used two or three decades ago.

He did not rule out the possibility that Russia would
evaluate NATO's move from a military point of view if it
develops further.

But Russia will seek constructive dialogue and settle the
issue in accordance with international law, said the
spokesman. He said the three Baltic countries, which also
join the European Union on May 1, should abide by the
Conventional Forces in Europe Treaty, a Cold War-era pact
limiting armed forces.

Russia has accepted an invitation to participate in talks
at NATO's headquarters in Brussels on Friday.

MNA/Xinhua

to partner with South Africa,
which is one of the leading
tourism destinations in
Africa, in order to promote
our tourism potential,"
Omotayo Omotosho,
director-general of the
Nigerian Tourism Develop-
ment Corporation (NTDC)
said.

Omotosho told reporters
at a news brief that the
NTDC officials would soon
travel to South Africa to
understudy that country's
tourism industry. She said
that the trip to South Africa
would afford the NTDC the
opportunity to dialogue with
tourism operators, market
Nigeria's cultural and
tourism potential and also
attend the National Tourism
Exhi-bition in Durban, a
seaport city in the eastern
part of South Africa.

MNA/Xinhua

Yemeni PM s

ays his China tour “fruitful”

Beuing, 1 Apirl — Yemeni Prime Minister Abdul Qader Bajammal said here
Tuesday at a Press conference that China is a true friend of Yemen and that his visit

here has been fruitful.

Bajammal arrived here
Sunday on afour-day official
visit to China.

The economic and trade
relations between the two
countries progressed
significantly, with the
bilateral trade volume
reaching 1.9 billion US
dollars in 2003, and the on-
agenda cooperation projects
worth 500 million US
dollars, Bajammal said.

According to him,
cooperation between Yemen
and China improved greatly
in fields of crude oil, natural
gas, energy, industry,
communication and other
areas, and the two sides have
signed agreements worth 300
million yuan (36 million US
dollars).

Relations between
Yemen and China are the

most pure and practical in
the current world. China is
notonly Yemen's partner in

fourth visit to China, and he
said he was deeply impressed
by China's "earth-shaking"

economic development, but
was also a friend during
Yemen's struggle for
independence and
unification, Bajammal said.

"The bilateral ties are
deepening and broadening
with every passing day," he
said.

This is Bajammal's

changes every time heis here.
"China has scored great
development during a short
period of time," he said.
"Which reflects that the
Chinese leaders are vigorous
and the Chinese people are
able to keep pace with the
rushing tides of modern
world." — MNA/Xinhua

African private sector urged to help
continent in WTO talks

Narosl, 1 Apirl — Kenya on Tuesday urged businesses
in Africa to work hard in improving their views to ensure
that their countries' real interests are reflected in the World
Trade Organization (WTO)'s Doha Development Round.

"You are big stakeholders in the success of the Doha
Round," Kenyan Minister for Trade and Industry Mukhisa
Kituyi told business representatives from 12 eastern and
southern African countries attending a two-day gathering.

He said African countries engaged in multilateral trade
talks had often failed to ensure that their negotiating positions
had real "business content."

MNA/Xinhua

Jobless protesters chant during a demonstration in front
of the governor’s office in the Iragi Holy city of Najaf
on 30 March, 2004— INTERNET
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Iraq contracts give Halliburton headaches

WasHinGgToN, 1April—Halliburton Co has reaped as much as $6 billion in contracts from the US invasion of Iraq

but improprieties in those military contracts have also given Vice President Dick Cheney former company hig

profile headaches.

Pentagon auditors have criticized Halliburton’s estimat-
ing, spending and subcontracting, and they plan to begin
withholding up to $300 million in payments next month.
The Justice Department is investigating allegations of over-
charges, bribes and kickbacks. Democrats have accused the
company of war profiteering.

Even some Wall Street analysts are asking whether
Halliburton would be better off jettisoning its Iraq contracts.

“From the shareholders’ point of view, don’t you have to
consider whether it’s worth it?”” Jim Wicklund of Banc of
America Securities asked Halliburton executives during a

March 11 conference call with investment analysts.

Halliburton is fighting back, strongly denying wrongdo-
ing and claiming to be the victim of a political smear
campaign. The company set aside nearly $200 million to
repay the Pentagon for any overcharges. Executives reas-
sured analysts that Halliburton has enough cash on hand —
about $2 billion — to weather any more repayments or
penalties.

The company’s defenders say Halliburton had to per-
form a lot of costly and dangerous work very quickly, with

=

China improves protection of
biological resources in Bohai Sea

Beuing, 1 April — The Ministry of Agriculture has
released a regulation on the protection of biological re-
sources in the Bohai Sea, the sole continental seain China,
to ensure sustainable development of the fishery industry.

The regulation will take
effect on 1 May, said Li
Jianhua, deputy director in

WL

Iragis cheer as a vehicle burns after an

attack in the restive town of Falluja
on 31 March, 2004— INTERNET

Angola discovers
deep-water oil wells

off northern coast

Luanpa, 1 April—
Angola’s National Society
of Combustible of Angola
(SONANGOL) and British
Petroleum have announced
the discovery of two new
deep-water oil wells in Block
18, located some 185 kilo-
metres off Angola’s north-
ern coast.

The new wells, drilled at
adepthof 1,600 metres, bring
to eight the number of wells
in that Atlantic block, the
companies said Monday in
Luanda. They said, one well,
dubbed Chumbo, had pro-
duced 1,080 barrels daily in
tests, without providing fig-
ures for the second well.

As sub-Saharan Africa’s
second largest oil producer
after Nigeria, Angola cur-

rently produces about
900,000 barrels of crude daily.
MNA/Xinhua

One dead, seven hurt
in Iraq car bombing

BacHpaD, 31 March— A suicide bomber blew up
explosives in his car outside the house of a police ch
south of Baghdad on Tuesday, killing himself an
wounding seven others, officials said. The attack can
after the head of a UN team said better security is vitg
if Iraq wants to hold elections by a January 31 deadline

minimal government oversight at the beginning. —Internet

ltaly to launch “Marco-Polo”

project to boost

trade with China

SHanGHAl, 1 April — Adolfo Urso, Italy’s productive
activities Vice-Minister, announced a one-year project,
named “ Marco-Polo,” Tuesday in Shanghai to boos
trade between the two nations.

Beginning Thursday, the
project will stage more than
200 activities, including fash-
ion shows, a film week, gour-
met food exhibition, and the
regatta of Venetian gondolas.

“Marco-Polo” is ex-
pected to attract more Chi-
nese tourists and investment
to Italy, and promote Made-
in-Italy products in China’s
huge domestic market, Urso
said.

Italy expected more ar-
rivals of Chinese tourists af-
ter May 1, when China and
the European Union will
launch new tourism coop-
eration.

In April, approximately
250 Italian tourism agencies

i ezfnd more than 500 Chinese
counterparts will meet in
hanghai for cooperation

| discussion.

More than 100 Chinese

companies have determined
to attend a Sino-Italian in-
vestment seminar scheduled
to be held in Rome in May.

“Chinais a world factory
and she will also buy more,”
Urso said.

“Italy is ready to take
China and her big market
as a chance rather than a
challenge,” he said. Italian
Ambassador to China
Gabriele Menegatti told
Xinhuathat Marco-Polo is
only the beginning of a se-
ries of activities to enhance
cooperation between the
two countries.

Italy is considering of-
fering more direct flights link-
ing the two countries, and
increasing cooperation be-
tween the ports of the two
countries, the ambassador
said.

MNA/Xinhua

charge of the fishery indus-
try under the ministry, at a
seminar held here Tuesday.

China issued a similar
regulation in 1991. Li said
that with the rapid economic
development and deteriorat-
ing pollution of the sea in
recent years, the old regula-
tion has failed to suit the
current situation and needed
to be revised.

The new regulation cov-
ered a wide range of fields,
such as fishing, cultivation,
building artificial reefs and
adoption of fishing bans,
said Li. In the new regula-
tion, 30kinds of marine spe-
cies were put under state
protection, up from the
former 23. In addition, the
regulation adopted more
rigid restrictions on net use.
Trawl nets and other nets
fatal to fishery resources are
not allowed to be used in the
Bohai Sea.

The country will adopt a
unified fishing ban in the
Bohai Sea and its adjacent
Yellow Sea from June 16 to
September 1. In the past, the
two seas had different fish-
ing ban time limits, which
made management more
difficult.

MNA/Xinhua

InRamadi, west of Baghdad, a U.S. Humvee was hit with
a rocket-propelled grenade Tuesday, setting it on fire,
witnesses said. Four soldiers who were in the vehicle were
seen being rushed away in another Humvee. A US
spokeswoman in Baghdad could not confirm the attack.

In the southern city of Najaf, Iraqis protesting delays in
processing their applications for police jobs hurled stones at
Spanish soldiers and Iraqi police, smashed windows and
burned a guardhouse, witnesses said.

Witnesses also reported gunfire during the three-hour
riot, and at least three police officers and two protesters were
wounded.

Spanish radio station Cadena Ser reported that a female
Spanish soldier and five Iraqis were injured, but the Spanish
Defense Ministry in Madrid denied that a Spanish soldier
was injured.

The suicide bombing occurred in the town of Hillah,
about 60 miles south of Baghdad, near where another police
chief was shot and killed a week ago and nine police recruits
died when assailants sprayed their minibus with small-arms
fire.—Internet

Garbage threatening beauty of
paradise islands

Socwipo (South Korea), 1 April — Garbage and untreated sewage threaten th
beauty of small island nations that rely on tourism, environmental officials said

Tuesday.

40 remain missing in Indonesian landslide

JakArRTA,, 1 April— Around 40 people were reported missing in the Friday

landslide in the Indonesian province of South Sulawesi and the rescue team remained

unable to evacuate victims, a report said Monday.

Thousands of villagers left the Lengkese
Village for a safer place as officials said the
village remains very prone to further land-
slide, reported Detikcom online news service.

Meanwhile, relatives of the missing peo-
ple expressed submission and perform an
Islamic prayer presuming that all the miss-
ing were dead.

The rescue team so far has evacuated
only two dead bodies from the scene, which

was hit by the landslide following days of
torrential rain since last week.

Makassar, the capital of South Sulawesi
Province, islocated some 80 kilometres north
of the scene.

The last devastating landslides in the
country occurred at the end of January this
year in Purworejo regency, Central Java re-
gency where at least 15 people were killed.

MNA/Xinhua
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Rising sea levels, over-fishing and water
shortages already trouble the Maldives, Bar-
bados, Tuvalu and 42 other member states of
the association of small island states.

“It has tremendous health and tremen-
dous economic impact,” said the head of
United Nations Environment Programme’s
Global Programme of Action on the marine
environment, Veerle Vandeweerd.

She told a news briefing that the small

island nations face growing problems with
solid and liquid waste as well as “waste
from construction done to build tourist re-
sorts as close as possible to the sea”.

Plastic waste and beer cans cover shore-
lines of the island nations and an estimated
one in 20 people who go into the sea around
the world get sick because of untreated waste
water, a UN environment programme report
said.— MNA/Reuters
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Iragi and Arab journalists march in Baghdad outside the coalition headquarters on
20 March to protest the deaths of two Iraqi journalists working for the Al1-Arabiya
satellite news channekINTERNET
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US soldiers check an Iraqi man during a routine check in the northern Iragi town of Five US soldiers in Iraq were killed when their vehicle struck a roadside bomb in Al-

Mosul on 30 March, 2004.—INTERNET Anbar Province, west of Baghdad, a coalition spokesman said.

INTERNET

A group of some 70 Spanish soldiers celebrate as they arrive in Valladolid, Spain, on

Tuesday, 30 March, 2004, after serving four months in Iraq.

INTERNET . .
along the streets of Basra, southern Iraq. A soldier from the US-led coalition forces

s

was killed by a roadside bomb on 31 March. — INTERNET

A British soldier peers from the top of a light armoured vehicle while on patrol J

Fijian security guards are seen in the streets of the northern Iraqi city of Mosul

ITraqis celebrate as a vehicle burns after an attack in the restive town of Falluja

on Tuesday, 30 March, 2004. Estimates for the number of private soldiers and
on 31 March, 2004, in which five US soldiers

mercenaries in Iraq is over 10,000, as soldiers leave their country's military for

were Killed. — INTERNET the high pay security firms offer. — INTERNET
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Soldier killed in western Iraq, jobless clash
with Spanish troops

BacHpaD, 1 April—A coalition soldier was killed by a roadside bomb in western Iraq as at least four peopl
were hurtin clashes between jobless demonstrators and Spanish troops and police in the Shiite Muslim holy city of N

A coalition official said a second soldier was also
wounded in the bombing near the western town of Ramadi.

He declined to specify the soldiers’ nationalities,
although the region is patrolled by US troops.

The attack came a day after a coalition soldier was killed
and another wounded when their vehicle ran off the road
during an insurgent attack on their convoy in the same area.

In the flashpoint northern city of Mosul, scene of almost
daily attacks against coalition forces, three unidentified
security guards were wounded when their convoy came
under rebel attack, coalition officials said.

Meanwhile in Najaf, hundreds of jobless protestors
clashed with Spanish soldiers and Iraqi police.

Two policemen, a Spanish soldier and two demonstra-
tors were hurt when the protestors attacked the governor’s
office and police cars with rocks, Lieutenant Colonel Abdul

Hassan Nasser told AFP.

However, a defence ministry spokesman in Madrid
denied any Spanish soldier had been wounded.

Police arrested 30 demonstrators who were armed with
Kalashnikov assault rifles, said Najaf police chief General
Ibrahim Mohammed.

A total of 1,300 Spanish troops are deployed in central
Iraq, but incoming Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero has pledged to pull them out by June 30, unless a
UN-mandated force is in place by then.

Najaf and several southern towns have already wit-
nessed demonstrations by the unemployed, amid an esti-
mated jobless rate of 50 percent nationwide.

In nearby Hilla, the provincial police chief survived a
suicide bombing against his home but two people were
wounded, a police official said. — Internet

44 Car bomb wounds 12 in

Baquba

Baquea (Iraq), 1 April— A car bomb exploded in the
town of Baquba, north of Baghdad, on Wednesday,
wounding 12 people, police said.

They said five of the wounded were bodyguards of the
local governor. The seven others were civilians. It was not
immediately clear whether it was a suicide attack or abomb
planted in a parked car.

A Reuterscameraman on the scene said several cars
were damaged in the blast, on a main road in Baquba, 40
miles north of the Iraqi capital. Guerillas fighting the US-led
occupation of Iraq have increasingly attacked “soft targets”,
hitting civilians, Iraqi police and local politicians who are
easier to target than US soldiers. — MNA/Reuters

US astronaut plays down Russian money troubles

StAr City (Russia), 1 April — US astronaut Michael Fincke dismissed Russials

financial worries on Wednesday and said it was Moscow's turn to pay for Internationa|
Space Station missions after NASA had shelled out for many years.

Russia, which will launch
the crew on its next mission

single-handedly paid for trips
to the space station for the

in April, said on Tuesday it
wanted to extend future
expeditions to a year from
six months to save money.

“Ithas struggled with the
financial burden of being the
sole lifeline to the station for
more than a year since the
United States withdrew its
shuttles.

“In the United States we

shuttle for many years,” said
Fincke, flight engineerr for
the April 19 mission. “We’ve
flown more cosmonauts by
far than the Russians have
(flown) astronauts.

“We’re working
together as partners and we
did our share and now...the
Russian partners have come

in.” The United States

Tanzanian PM urges new
irrigation methods

DARr-Es-SaLaam , 1 April — Tanzanian Prime Minis-
ter Frederick Sumaye has urged experts to find ne

irrigation technologies by using human efforts instead of

electricity in order to enrich local farmers.

Speaking at a workshop on agricultural technology on
water irrigation scheme, the Prime Minister stressed on
Tuesday that the country needs a revolution to get rid of
agriculture relying on rainy season.

He said drought and hunger in the country is a result of
neglecting in using simple water irrigation system methods

on agriculture.

He said the land of Tanzania s suitable for agriculture all

grounded its shuttles in
February 2003 after the
Columbia shuttle disinte-
grated on reentry, killing the
seven astronauts on board.
Russia needs NASA’s
approval to proceed with
plans to extend the length of
missions, but the United
States has said nothing about
the proposal. Fincke was
frosty towards the plan.
“We’re still trying to
understand the details —I
just know there’s a big
difference in flying for six
months and flying forayear,”
he said. “A year is a long
time on the human organism
and also a long time away
from one’s family.” t
MNA/Reuters

A vehicle burns in Fallujah, west of Baghdad,on 31 March, 2004.
Gunmen in Fallujah attacked two civilian cars that residents said were
carrying up to eight foreign nationals. The occupants of the cars were killed and
heir vehicles were set on fire.
INTERNET

Experts warn against rising
obesity in Chinese children

Beuing, 1 April— Experts have called for increased
awareness of and concern about the rising numbers
obese children in China, and highlighted balanced die
rational nutrition and physical exercises to help control

the year round, and if a large number of Tanzanians living
in villages are made to use simple technology of irrigation,
poverty would be reduced, and life would be much better.

He said that at present farmers need simple technology
to increase employment, benefit, production and invest-
ment. Tanzania in the last two years had faced water short-
age due to the lack of rainfall in the rainy season from
January to March.

The government said the country needs about 700,000
tons of food assistance to help the poor in 2004.

MNA/Xinhua

the weight of kids.
Official statistics show
that 10 per cent of the chil-
dren in China suffer from
obesity and the number is
increasing by 8 per cent per
year. Some 14.8 per cent of
boys in primary schools in
China are obese, and some
13.2 percentofthemare over-
weight, with the proportions

Y

on 30 June, 2004. INTERNET

for girls standing at 9 per
centand 11 per cent, respec-
tively.

Some 13.2 per cent of
children in northeast China
are obese, the largest pro-
portion in the country, fol-
lowed by 12.2 per cent in
east China and 10 per centin
central and south China.

In big cities like Beijing
and Shanghai, there is an av-
erage of one obese child in
every five. Taking less out-
door exercises and indulg-
inginwatching TV and play-
ing games at home are the
mainreasons behind the child
obesity, said experts.

MNA/Xinhua

2003 WHO Commemorative Tobacco

or Health Award granted

Beuing, 1 April —The World Health Organization
)f(WHO) Wednesday granted its 2003 WHO Commemo-
'rative Tobacco or Health Award to China’s State Ad-

ministration for Industry and Commerce.

The award also went to two local anti-smoking activists,
Hu Jinhua, director of Shanghai Association for Tobacco
and Health, and Wang Juntang, head of the Patriotic Health
Campaign Committee of Puyang City in central China’s
Henan Province.

“The recipients have done remarkable jobs in promoting
non-smoking advertisements and the anti-smoking cam-
paign,” said Shigeru Omi, WHO’s regional director for the
Western Pacific at the prize awarding ceremony.

Tobacco has become a global threat to public health and
the number of people who smoke has been increasing
continuously in the developing nations, Shigeru Omi said.

Shigeru Omi said China is the world’s largest tobacco
producer and consumer. “Nearly 350 million Chinese are
tobacco smokers and about one million people die of to-
bacco-related diseases each year in China.”

In May, 2003, to curb tobacco-related deaths and dis-
eases, the 192 members of the WHO unanimously approved
the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC)
and the Chinese Government signed it in November.

MNA/Xinhua

Egyptian Parl

iament adopts investment law

Caro, 1 April — Egyptian Parliament, the People’s Assembly, approved an
investment law on Tuesday for attracting international companies, the official
MENA news agency reported.

The law was adopted on
the basis of a report by a
joint parliamentary commit-
tee on the draft Law on in-
vestment guarantees and in-
centives, enacted by virtue

Guerilla attacks are likely to increase before the coalition hands over sovereigrrtyggLaW No 8 of the Year
1997

The draft law provides
tax reductions and exemp-
tions for up to 20 years for
investors in priority sectors
such as infrastructure, oil
field services, tourism,
manufacturing and all ex-
port-oriented activities.

The approved law allows
the government to give “re-
nowned international com-
panies additional incentives
for them to base essential
production and export-
oriented operations in
Egypt”. — MNA/Xinhua
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Thingyan — the merriest festival all can enjoy

Thingyan, the first festival on the Myanmar calen-
dar, comes but once a year and when it does it brings
great cheer. There is no other festival as merry, as bois-
terous and as joyful as the Thingyan Water Festival which
rings out the end of the old year and rings in the New
Year. April, the fourth month on the Gregorian calendar
straddles the Myanmar months of Tabaung, the last month
and Tagu, the first month of the New Year. When the two
months come side by side, the weather is really unbear-
able in most parts of Myanmar, especially the plains of
mid-country and the Ayeyawady and Tanintharyi regions.
It brings much relief to people of all walks of life, even
those of differing cultures and religions, who mingle to
celebrate the occasion, soaked wet and drenched to the
skin.

Everyone including Government employees gets a
bonus, not in money, but extra holidays in a row. For
instance, take the months Tabaung and Tagu which strad-
dle the years 1365 and 1366 Myanmar era, this April. The
Water Festival starts with the Akyo Nay or Day to Usher
In, which is the 12th of April which is preceded by Sat-
urday the 10th and Sunday the 11th. Youngsters and even
grown-ups start throwing water on each other on Akyo
Nay. The 13th is Akya Nay, the day Thingyan falls, the
14th, the Akyat Nay or the second day of Thingyan, which
this year is doubled by the fact that this year has a double
Wasa, so we have a second Akyat Nay, followed by the
16th, the Atet Nay, the last day of Thingyan. The 17th is
New Year Day followed by Sunday. So, we will be get-
ting altogether nine holidays in a row, to throw water or
to get drenched by others throwing it on you as well as
to relax or to gain merits. The mood is such that even
mere strangers treat each other as long-lost brothers, and
pranks and light banter abound.

To quench with a drench

There are two stories on the origin of Thingyan,
one more down-to-earth and another more mythical.
Whatever your choice, you cannot escape the dousing and
merriment, unless, of course, you stay indoors. It may
also happen that on the Akyo Nay, you are going out for
some reason, not suspecting that there would be children
already out for fun and they catch you by surprise with a
bowlful or squirtful of water.

What would be your response? Maybe, a surprised,
wrathful encounter, but when you come to realize that
such things happen every year and the children get lots of
fun, you get into a forgiving mood, for it is the spirit of
this waterfest that be it between close friends or strangers,
water-throwing is accepted as a natural process to be
enjoyed by one and all. Of course, the usual thing is to be
doused by the bowlful, the bucketful, or a squirtful. But
with the sophistication that has entered the scene, it has
become the usual trend in Yangon, Mandalay and
Mawlamyine, the major cities and other towns, to bring
out the high-power nozzle-jets and let those who want a
rough encounter have it. Whatever the mode, you get
drenched to the skin. There’s method in the madness, you
might say, for you don’t get to the water-throwing pandals
paying for the motorized transport, laughing, shouting and
joking all the while, not for one day but three or four in
a row.

Thingyan cheer and camaraderie allows you to get
drenched and then dry in between pandals, yet you don’t
catch cold or get sick for good cheer and unrelenting
dowsing are a major element of Thingyan. The good
humour that prevails throughout Thingyan is unparalled,
and whether you go from water-throwing or hosing down
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Revellers rejoicing at a Thingyan pandal in Yangon.

Min Kyaw Min

point to point in open cars or trucks, the soaking you get
is what matters, and there’s joy plentiful, shouting barbs
at others and getting shouted at.

At the water-throwing pandals, mostly decorated
with the emerald green leaves and mildly fragrant golden
padauk or ngu blooms, damsels fair, attired in matching
clothes would get into an encircling dance around cars as
a prelude to the dousing the revelers will be getting.
There are, these days, also decorated floats sponsored by
publicity agents for various products which carry song
and dance competitors. The pandal of the Mayor of
Yangon in front of the City Hall midtown attracts many
competitors who are in turn entertained by dancers mostly
in chorus while the water throwers and revellers make
merry in front of the pandal, a safe distance away. Such
scenes are repeated in many places in many cities and
towns and even on the rural scene where the water-play
is not rough and tradition takes a major role. Regardless
of the scorching April sun bearing down on them, the
revellers concentrate on what they’ve come out for —
merry-making

The mundane and the mythical

Now, let’s take a look at the origin of the waterfest.
It is said that in ancient times when there were kingdoms
which exercised dynasty with palaces along the
Ayeyawady, the royalty used to hold their annual hair-
shampooing festivities around New Year’s eve in the river
and the participants would splash water merrily on each
other. Then, as years went by, they shifted the festivities
to within the courtyard. Eventually, the kings also al-
lowed courtiers as well as commoners to take part, thus
making the festivities merrier. And thus, the mundane
form of Thingyan came into existence.

This is one explanation of the origin of Thinyan
Water Festival. Yet there is another version with ancient
lore and myth woven around it.

As a scholar has put it together, the second expla-
nation goes like this: “... When the Sun enters the con-
stellation Aswini in the sign Aries, the Thingyan period
begins and continues for three days. The popular belief,
however, is that during the Thingyan period the Thagyamin
(who is the same as the Vedic deity Indra) descends to
make his annual visit to the realms of the earth. He brings
with him a golden book wherein he inscribes the names
of those who do good deeds and he has also with him
another book made of dog’s skin wherein he puts down
the names of those who did wicked deeds.

The myth must be further explained. “The story
goes that once upon a time a dispute arose in the abode
of the Celestial Beings between the Thagyamin and a
certain Bramah concerning some mathematical calcula-
tions. The dispute lasted a long time. Neither party would
give in and at last the disputants each wagered his head
as to being in the right. The Thagyamin won and de-
lighted as he was at having cut off the Brahma’s head, a
new perplexity beset him. How was he to dispose of the
head? To throw it down to earth would mean conflagra-
tion in the abode of the human beings, cast it into the sea
would make the water boil, to throw it up into the sky
would burn the firmament. He solved his difficulty, how-
ever, by handing it over to the keeping of several nat
(celestial) maidens, and, once a year when the head of the
vanquished mathematician changed hands, the Thagyamin
finds it convenient to make a short excursion and a so-
journ in our midst. “And astrologers, Myanmars and
ponnas, putting their heads together, calculate with ut-
most precision the actual hour, minute and second of the

Young girls performing a Thingyan dance.

arrival of the Thagyamin to this earth and the actual time
of departure to the celestial abode.

“These astrologers too can foretell how the
Thagyamin would come, whether he would be riding a
bull or a serpent, whether he would bear in his hand a
water pot or a spear, a staff or a torch, and from such
signs and portents as these they proceed to predict a year
of good or bad harvest, plentiful or scant rain, peace and
prosperity or strife and turmoil. The astrological forecasts
for the year called Thingyansar are printed and find easy
buyers.”

The young are told not to be cross when water is
splashed upon them, much less show their anger, lest the
Thagyamin should find it fit to put their names down in
the dog-hide book. Of course, the young are made to
understand that when they are good and do merit, their
names stand to be inscribed in the golden book.

Merriment, merit-taking

The carefree merrymaking is interspersed with meri-
torious action, with feeds and alms-giving, initiations into
novicehood or ordained into the higher Buddhist Order,
even if temporarily in the period proceeding, during or
following Thingyan, to help them better understand the
essence of life in the Noble Order.

Such merriment and merit-taking are enthusiasti-
cally prepared in advance. Of course, the older set gets
more involved in acts of merit while the younger set are
more bent on making the best of the festive occasion.
Even when financing several spins around town in, motor-
ised fashion everyday or getting the pandals set up with
decorations and the usual hose-down or with piercing jets
takes up much money, the youngsters are always well-
prepared and scrape up enough funds for the fun.

While the youths go all out to get their share of
merriment, the senior citizens go to the monasteries to
keep Sabbath or to attend sermons or meditation, thus
preparing for the life after. Thingyan literally means tran-
sit — sankranta in Sanscrit and sankanta in Pali — the tran-
sit of the Sun to Aries from Pisces. It has nothing if at all
to do with religion although merit-making lends a tinge.

When the boys and girls have shouted themselves
hoarse and reveled to the point of entire bodies aching, as
in some cases, The Thagyamin, the King of Celestials
returns to his abode.

New Year Day is a quiet and solemn occasion,
with the offering of food to the monks, of feasts for the
laity, the freeing of life, and young girls attending to the
bath and manicure of the old.

In less than a fortnight, all of us in Myanmar will
be witnessing a festival that is fun and fancy free, with
citizen and tourist alike getting in the mood to enjoy what
may well be the best of the merry-go-round of festivals.
Be prepared to make it a truly “Happy Thingyan”.
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Senior General Than Shwe

a ma =

and wife Daw Ky'aing Kyaiﬁg pay homage to Maha Atula Sakkyara'msi Hsedatgyi Pagoda in-Hinthada.

g

local people— mna

Senior General Than Shwe..

(from page 16)

Office, departmental heads,
divisional and district level
departmental officials,
members of the Union Soli-
darity and Development
Association, social organi-
zations, religious associa-
tions, wellwishers and
guests.

First, Senior General
Than Shwe formally opened
the plaque of the Sasana
Beikmandawgyi.

Next, Senior General
Than Shwe and wife Daw
Kyaing Kyaing sprinkled
scented water on it.

Afterwards, the cer-
emony to share merits for
opening  of  Sasana

Beikmandawgyi followed.
Secretary of Hinthada Dis-
trict USDA U Khin Maung
Yi supplicated on the pur-
pose for building the Sasana
Beikmadaw.

The ceremony was
opened with three-time reci-
tation of Namo Tassa.
Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Indriyasabha administered
the Five Precepts.

The Senior General and
wife donated provisions to
the Sayadaw.

Similarly, General
Thura Shwe Mann and
party offered donations to
the Sayadaws.

Next, member of the
State Central Working

Senior General Than Shwe and party being welcomed by departmental officials|and Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing present donations for

Maha Atula Sakkyaramsi Hsedatgyi Pagoda in Hinthada to an officiaia

Committee of the Sangha

Hinthada Moegaung
Pariyatti Monastery
Sayadaw Agga Maha
Ganthavacaka Pandita Agga

Maha Pandita Bhaddanta
Sudhammagara delivered a
sermon. Later, the Senior
General and wife and party
shared merits gained.

The ceremony ended
with three-time recitation of
Buddha Sasanam Ciram
Titthatu.

After the ceremony,
Senior General Than Shwe
and wife Daw Kyaing
Kyaing performed the ritu-
als of golden and silver
shower to mark successful
completion of the cer-
emony.

Next, the Senior General

and party viewed the Sasana
Beikmandawgyi.

The Sasana Beikman-
dawgyi, 120 feet long and
70 feet wide, can accommo-
date 500 persons. It was
built with the donation of
the Head of State including
other donations of the
wellwishers.

After the opening cer-
emony, the Senior General
and wife and party paid
homage to Hinthada Maha
Atula Sakkyaramsi
Hsedatgyi Pagoda.

Next, the Senior General
and wife presented cash do-
nations to members of the
pagoda board of trustees
and signed in the visitors’
book.

MNA

WHO official visits hospitals,

MRD (Lower Myanmar)

YANGON, 1 April— WHO South-East Asian Regional
Director Dr Samlee Plianbangchang, accompanied by of-
ficials of the Ministry of Health and WHO Resident Rep-
resentative Dr Agostino Borra and officials, visited
Shwedagon pagoda this morning.

The director signed in the visitors’ book and donated
cash towards the funds of the pagoda.

At Yangon Institute of Medicine-1, Rector Dr Myo
Myint, Deputy Director-General Dr Maung Maung Win
and officials welcomed them and the rector explained
history and academic matters of the institute.

On arrival at new Yangon General Hospital, Medical
Superintendent Dr Aung Htut explained organizational set-
up and health care service of the hospital.

At Medical Research Department (Lower Myanmar),
Deputy Director-General Dr Soe Thein explained func-
tions of its divisions. The WHO director and party viewed
conducting of research works and divisions of the depart-
ment.

MNA
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Senior General
Than Shwe and wife
Daw Kyaing Kyaing

attend opening

ceremony of Hinthada

District Sasana

i 2 Beikmandawgyi

Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing share merits gained at the ceremony to open Hinthada
District Sasana Beikmandawgyi.m~a

P L

Senior General Than Shwe inspects construction of Ngawun River Bridge (Path

-5

Project— mna

Work Committee for All-round Upgrading
of Environs of Kandawgyi Garden and Zoo
(Yangon) meets

YANGoN, 1 April— The | Swe. of construction tasks. The
Work Committee for All- Also present were Vice- | commander attended to
round Upgrading of Envi- | Chairman of Yangon City | their needs.
rons of Kandawgyi Garden | Development Committee Next, the commander
and Zoological Gardens | Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa, | and party inspected con-
(Yangon) held the meeting | departmental heads, military | struction of fresh water fish
at the hall of construction | region commanders, offi- | garden, preparations for
of Water Plaza in Central | cials and guests. landscape, flower garden
Forest Zone at Kandawgyi First, the commander | shops, growing of flowery
Garden at 2 pm today, at- | gave a speech on the occa- | plants and vegetables, bar-
tended by Chairman of | sion. Next, Vice-Mayor Col | becue garden, Myanmar

Yangon Division Peace and | Maung Pa reported on | handicraft shops. (Group) Corporation (MCC) Vice Chairman Mr Shuchen Liwa
Development  Council | progress in construction of On arrival at Paganlon
Commander of Yangon | the relaxation zone. Offi- | Island, the commander and
Command Maj-Gen Myint | cials reported on completion * party saw over the bridges 3%5 =4 ég?‘ﬂ a3 goé g: eé?OG o e %g
linking Paganlon Island and
Khemadipa Island and up- [~ [~ [~ [~ [~ [~ (Y <
Donate bl OOd grading of Khemadipa Is- Co9EOo00C CO98OoOCOoM0 @Lc:meogcoesx
land and gave necessary
instructions.— MNA

4
General Thura Shwe Mann presents fruit basket to China Metallurgical Construction
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Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein attends ceremony to celebrate centenary of Ahlon Shipyard

YANGON, 1 April — The Inland Water Transport un-
der the Ministry of Transport held a ceremony to cel-
ebrate the centenary of Ahlon Shipyard in the compound
of the shipyard. Member of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein attended the
ceremony and planted Gantgawtree to mark the occasion
this morning.

Also present were Chairman of Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council Commander of Yangon Com-
mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe, ministers, deputy ministers,
senior military officers, responsible personnel of the State
Peace and Development Council Office, departmental
heads, officials concerned and staff of the Ministry of
Transport and guests.

The first programme of the ceremony took place in
front of the archway in the compound of the shipyard.
Next Deputy Ministers for Transport U Pe Than and Col
Nyan Tun Aung formally opened the archway of the
centenary of Ahlon Shipyard.

The second programme of the ceremony then ensued.
Managing Director of the Inland Water Transport U Soe
Tint explained the purpose of the centenary for the ship-
yard and presented reports. In his reports, he said IWT
provides water transport services for a total of 67,000
passengers and 12,000 tons of cargoes with the use of
530 watercraft on a daily basis, traveling a total of 9,219
miles in Ayeyawady river, Chindwin river, Kissapanadi
river in Rakhine State, Laymyo river, Mayu river, and
Thanlwin river, Gyaing river and Attayan river in Kayin
State. Safe and convenient services are provided for alto-
gether 25 million passengers, nearly half of the entire
population of Myanmar, and some 4.2 million tons of
cargoes annually.

He continued that the shipyard has the capacity to
dock 15 vessels at a time, Ahlon Shipyard is the second
largest shipyard owned by IWT.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister for Transport Maj-
Gen Hla Myint Swe said Ahlon Shipyard is one of six
shipyards owned by the Inland Water Transport. Ahlon
Shipyard was set up by Ayeyawady Flotilla Co Ltd in
1904, and it was first called Yangon Foundry. Later, it
started the docking of 100-ton watercraft, with the con-
struction of four docks. From that time on, Ahlon Ship-
yard started life. It was on 1 June 1948 that the shipyard
was nationalized and its name changed from Yangon
Foundry to Ahlon Shipyard.

The minister continued that the shipyard has now en-
tered 100, with its long history of constructing new wa-

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein views booths to mark the centenary of Ahlon Deeckyard.

tercraft, maintaining old ones, and providing engineering
assistance. From 1962 till now, it has built 40 new water-
craft. Annually, an average of 58 watercraft undergo major
repairs while that of 182 undergo minor repairs. Later,
the minister expressed his high regards for retired em-
ployees and present employees working in the shipyard.

He also said that significant success has been achieved
in transport sector as the Government places emphasis on
the speedy, safe and smooth transport infrastructure by
constructing roads and bridges. Everywhere in the delta
region can now be reached by car easily as there have
appeared new bridges all over the region. As long as the
water transport that can carry heavily-loaded cargoes at
affordable prices remain vital, the shipyards need to ac-
celerate their momentum in their tasks of repairing water-
craft.

He went on that Inland Water Transport is one of the
biggest state-run water transport services. It provides serv-
ices for the passengers and cargoes with use of 331 mo-
torized vessels, 158 non-motorized vessels and 40 others
totaling 529. Therefore, the shipyards hold responsible
for the safety and fitness of these vessels.

In conclusion, he urged all the staff of the shipyards

to work hard for that purpose and to serve the interest of
the country and the people while maintaining the fine
tradition of the shipyard.

Next, IWNT Managing Director U Soe Tint presented
a gift to Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein in commemora-
tion of the centenary of Ahlon Shipyard.

After the ceremony, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein
and party viewed round the Ahlon Shipyard Centenary
Exhibition.

Later, Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein, accompanied
by Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Mayor Brig-Gen
Aung Thein Lin and officials, went to Dalla Shipyard of
IWT. On arrival at the shipyard at 6 pm, the Secretary-2
and party were welcomed by Deputy Minister for Trans-
port Col Nyan Tun Aung and officials. The Secretary-2
and party inspected the production of machine parts, the
repair of a 500-ton cargo vessel and construction of wa-
tercraft at the shipyard. After giving instructions, the
Secretary-2 left the shipyard.

Situated in Dalla on the other bank of Yangon, Dalla
Shipyard is the largest shipyard. It has a dry-dock and 14
docks with a capacity to dock a 1400-ton vessel. It can
also dock 18 watercraft simultaneously.— MNA

Secretary-2 Lt-Ge

YANGON, 1 April — Secretary-2 of the State Peace
and Development Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein, accompa-
nied by Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander of Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe, Chairman of Yangon City Development
Committee Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin, Deputy
Mayor Col Maung Pa and committee members, officials
of the State Peace and Development Council Office and
departmental heads, inspected tasks for water supply in
Dalla, Yangon South District, this afternoon.

On arrival at the bank of Dalla, they were welcomed
by Chairman of Yangon South District Peace and Devel-
opment Council Lt-Col Aung Pyae and members of so-
cial organizations.

e

%

[

n Thein Sein inspects water supply project in Dalla

The Secretary-2 and party proceeded to the water
supply station of YCDC Engineering Department (Water
& Sewage) at Banyadala Ward in Dalla. On the occasion,
Chairman of Township PDC U Aung Myint reported on
water supply tasks.

The mayor also presented a report, saying that the
township is made up of 23 wards, 14 of which are being
supplied water through 1,218 water taps. And water is
obtained with the use of five 12-inch diameter tube-wells
in Yangonpauk village, Twantay Township, 9.8 miles from
Dalla Township, he said. With a 100,000-gallon tank and
a 20,000-gallon tank, the station supplied water to the
wards, he said. He also reported on arrangements for

supply of water to the remaining wards.
e o

S T

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein inspects Dalla Dockyard of Inland Water Transport in-Daila.

The commander gave a supplementary report.

In response to the reports, the Secretary-2 fulfilled the
requirements, giving instructions on continued efforts to
be made for ensuring supply of water to all the wards,
assistance to be rendered by related departments and fire
prevention measures.

The Secretary-2 and party viewed the five tube-wells
in Yangonpauk village. Officials reported on facts about
the facilities.

Secretary-2 Lt-Gen Thein Sein inspected water tanks,
water pumping stations and tube-wells and left instruc-
tions on ensuring systematization in carrying out water
supply tasks. — MNA

Beijing’'s estate market still
has great potential

BEuING, 1 April — The rapidly growing economy in the
next five to 10 years will bring about further growth in
Beijing’s real estate market, said Song Yu, director of the
municipal development and reform commission’s invest-
ment section.

Per capita GDP amounted to 3,800 US dollars in Beijing,
which would undoubtedly grow in future years, Song said,
and there still remained a relatively large requirement for
housing in Beijing, so citizens would spend more on real
estate, pushing the market’s development.

According to the commission, an average of 200,000
apartments will be sold each year before 2010, and the
majority prefer a floor space measuring 80 to 100 square
metres ata price of 2,000 to 5,000 yuan (about 242 to 605 US
dollars) per square metre.

Song said the municipal government would standardize
Beijing’s estate market, cracking down any form of fraud.
The government also encouraged citizens to buy new apart-
ments and sell their old ones, because the price of secondhand
housing would possibly decline along with the large scale
reconstruction in Beijing for the 2008 Olympics, he said. —
MNA/Xinhua



New radar to further
improve HK’s air safety

Hong, Kong, 1 April — The surveillance capability
of Hong Kong’s air traffic control system will be enhanced
and airspace capacity maximized to ensure flight safety,
thanks to a new Route Surveillance Radar at Mount
Parker, Quarry Bay, which has just gone into service.

Incorporating the latest technology and design, the
new radar is superior in stability, reliability, signal
processing, accuracy and target detection capability during
inclement weather.

Hong Kong’s Director-General of Civil Aviation
Albert Lam said on Tuesday that the replacement project
comprised demolition of the old radar in September, and
installation and commissioning of the new radar in four
months.

During the radar replacement process, the station was
also renovated installing a standby generator, fuel tank,
and power-supply and fire-fighting systems to ensure the
refurbished facilities can support the radar’s operation
for another 20 to 25 years.

With the new radar antenna encased within a radome,
the system can work continuously in all weather
conditions, even typhoons. The antenna is 9.7 metres high
and 13.7 metres wide, and the radome has a diameter of
15 metres.

Before acceptance of the new radar, a flight inspection
team of the General Administration of Civil Aviation of
China conducted the commissioning flight checks to
certify the system works properly.

The new radar replaces the one installed in 1978 for
the former airport at Kai Tak. For more than 25 years,
the old system served as a primary surveillance radar
with coverage of 200 nautical miles for en-route air traffic
surveillance.

MNA/Xinhua
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Filling stations to be kept
open during Thingyan

The Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprisg
under the Ministry of Energy will keep its filling
stations in Yangon Division open during the Thingya

holidays.
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Nicolas Sarkozy named
French Finance Minister

Paris, 1 April — French Interior Minister Nicolas
Sarkozy took over the key position of Finance Minister in
a new Cabinet announced Wednesday by Philippe Bas,
secretary general of French Presidential Office.

He replaced Francis Mer and was replaced by
Foreign Minister Dominique de Villepin. Michel Barnier,
the European Union commissioner responsible for regional
policy, took the post of Foreign Minister.

French President Jacques Chirac decided on
Tuesday to keep unpopular Prime Minister Jean-Pierre
Raffarin and reshuffle the government following the
crushing defeat of the right in Sunday’s second-round
election to regional councils, where the left coalition of
Socialists and its Green and Communist allies gained
50.15 per cent of vote and took control of 24 of 26 regions.

Sarkozy, who had been budget minister in the early
1990s, is widely considered one of the few competent
politicians to head the Finance Ministry.

MNA/Xinhua
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Nursery Market Festival continues

YaNGON, 1 April — The Nursery Market Festival
continued at Myay Padetha Park in Bahan Township here
today with the aim of providing necessary assistance to
growers and attracting the public to be interested in
agriculture, horticulture, livestock breeding and vegetable
farming.

Kitchen crops, fruits and saplings of herbal plants are
being shown at the festival. Poultry farming and fish breeding
are also exhibited there.

Booklets and pamphlets on utilization of natural and
chemical fertilizers, modern scientific cultivation methods,
pest control, application of insecticides, etc are available at
the Nursery Market Festival.

Educative books onlandscaping, floral arrangements,
nurturing of shady trees and flowering plants can also be
bought there— MNA

Wellwishers invited for

sinking tube-wells

YanGon, 1 April — The Development Affairs
Committees under the Ministry for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races and Development Affairs are
making concerted efforts in sinking tube-wells in order to
getsufficient fresh waterinrural areas in States and Divisions
where water is scarce.

One 200 feet deep two-inch diametre tube-well
costs K 250,000; one 400 feet deep two-inch diametre tube-
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well costs K 500,000; and one 200 feet deep four-inch
diametre tube-well costs K 500,000.

Those wishing to donate cash for the tube-well
sinking projects for rural areas may contact the Director-
General (Tel: 01-245420 & 253088), the Deputy Director-
General (Tel: 01-240118), the Director (Engineering) (Tel:
01-291967), the Directors (Sagaing Division Development
Affairs Committee) (Tel: 071-21012), the Director (Magway
Division Development Affairs Committee) (Tel: 063-23164)
and the Director (Mandalay Development Affairs
Committee) (Tel: 02-54657).
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Egypt presses case for earl
Arab summit

SHARMEL-SHEIKH
(Egypt), 1 April—Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak
met with three Arab leaders
on Wednesday to push for
convening an Arab summit
instead of a meeting that
Tunisia unilaterally
postponed last week.

Mubarak received the
kings of Jordan and Bahrain
and Saudi Arabia’s de facto
ruler Crown Prince Abdullah
in the Egyptian Red Sea
resort of Sharm el-Sheikh.
An Egyptian Minister said
Egypt wanted to make sure
that preparations were in
place to hold the new summit
as soon as possible.

Tunisian President Zine
el-Abidine Ben Ali called off
the Tunis summit at short
notice on Saturday night,
about 36 hours before Arab
leaders were due to start
meeting.

Tunisia said Arab
Foreign Ministers had failed
to make an adequate
commitment to democratic
reforms. Delegates from

other countries disputed the
Tunisian explanation.
Egypt has offered to
hostanother summit todispel
the impression that Arab
governments were seriously
divided over the main
agenda subjects — Iraq, the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict
and a common response to
the US campaign for
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YancoN, 1 April —
The Spring Art Show will be
held at the National Museum
here from 3 to 7 April. Over
200 works of artists Sayagyi
U Ngwe Gaing, ASEAN
Award winner Sculptor U
Han Tin, Sayagyi U Ba Tun

Spring Art Show 3-7 April

Tin, U Thein Nyunt, U Khin
Hlaing, U Shwe Way Thein,
U Ba Tin, U Lu Din,U Tu
Nyunt, U Soe Win, U Aung
Myint, U Aung Htwe and
others will be displayed at
the show. Admission is free.

MNA

political, social and
economic reforms in the
Arab world.

Arab officials have said
the summit could take place
either in the second half of
April or in May. Egyptian
Information Minister Safwat
el-Sherif told reporters in
Sharmel-Sheikh that the date
depended on the outcome of
consultations between Arab
leaders.

“There is an eagerness
to take part in this summit,”
he added.

Mubarak first saw
Crown Prince Abdullah of
Saudi Arabia, then King
Abdullah of Jordan.

culture

NANCHANG, 1 April —
The city of Jingdezhen, in
east China’s Jiangxi
Province, will hold a tea
culture festival this April to
popularize Chinese tea
culture.

Co-sponsored by the
local government and the
provincial bureau of tourism,
the festival will open on April
20 and run till the end of
May.

Fu Guilong, official with
the municipal government of

MNA/Reuters

Jingdezhen, said experts in

East China city to hold tea

festival

tea culture would be invited
to lecture on and discuss the
role that tea has and will play
in the past, at present and in
future.

Precious tea sets together
with many sorts of well-
known teas will be displayed
and auctioned during the
festival.

A world famous
porcelain producer, Jing-
dezhen was also known for
its flourishing tea culture in
ancient China.

MNA/Xinhua
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Y READING AWD LEARHING

Thousands of books are waiting to give you
knowledge free of charge

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Vietnam eyes insurance for farmers

Hanor, 1 April — Viet-
nam plans to extend insur-
ance cover to farmers who
suffered losses of 82.9 mil-
lion US dollars from a bird
flu epidemic that killed 16
people, the Agriculture Min-
ister said.

After declaring the bird
flu over in Vietnam, Minis-
ter Le Huy Ngo told Reuters
late on Tuesday the crisis
had prompted his ministry
to seek protection for farm-
ers.

“After this major flu epi-
demic, (we feel) the need for
farmers to be insured has
become more pressing,” Ngo
said. “We have proposed the
Finance Ministry study the
insurance to cover diseases,
and natural disasters in the
next step.”

He gave no timeframe.

after bird flu

Ngo told reporters on
Tuesday the bird flu epi-
demic that hit Vietnam be-
tween December and Febru-
ary 25 inflicted losses of 1.3
trillion dong (82.9 million
US dollars), onetrillion dong
of which stemmed from the
43.2 million poultry culled
or killed.

He said early this month
it would take two to three
months for restocking prepa-
rations and three more years
for the poultry flocks to be
restored to the pre-flu level
of 250 million.

‘While 80 per cent of Vi-
etnam’s 81 million people
live in rural areas, most in-
surance firms have little busi-
ness there because of low
incomes and scantawareness
of risks.

Only one wholly owned

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV YANGON STAR VOY NO (349)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV YANGON STAR
Voy No (349) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 2-4-2004 and cargo will be discharged into the
premises of M.I.T.T where it will lie at the consignee’s risk
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of

the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 amto 11.20

am and 12 noon to4 pm up to Claims Day now declared as the
third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S Eagle Corporation
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

foreign insurance firm sells
policies to shrimp businesses
in the southern Mekong
Delta. About two dozen in-
surance firms, both local and
foreign owned, operate in
Vietnam.

Ngosaid among the risks
that needed to be covered
were damage from diseases,
pests and natural disasters.

“We will be coordinat-
ing with them (the Finance
Ministry) to clarify the dif-
ference of the insurance
policy foreacharea,” he said.
“(The policy) will definitely
be in place.”

Thailand, where eight
people have died from the
virus, has not officially de-
clared the epidemic over.
China said earlier March it
had stamped out the disease.

MNA/Reuters

E China village discovers 20-million-year-old

JiNaN, 1 April — Villag-
ers have discovered a batch
of fossilized fish aged over
20 million years at Bozi Vil-
lage in Shandong Province,
east China, when digging a
well at the field about five
kilometres away from the
seashore.

The fossilized fish, six to
eight centimetres long and
1.5 centimetres wide, were

fish fossil

mixed with carbonized al-
gae andembedded in the rock
layers about 40 to 60 metres
underground, said archaeolo-
gists from the Penglai City
of the province.

The fossilized fish,
brown or black, look fleshy
and lifelike and it is easy to
tell the fish’s head, ribs, spine
and tailfin.

Archaeologists judged

that the fish fossils were
formed in the Tertiary Pe-
riod of the Cenozoic Era,
dating back 18 to 23 million
years.

The discovery of the fos-
silized fish has provided
valuable materials for study-
ing the changes of landforms,
relief and climate in the
Shandong Peninsula.

MNA/Xinhua

China to hold int’'l seminar on sea water

desalination tech

TiannN, 1 April — China
will hold an international
seminar on sea water
desalination technologies,
extending wide cooperation
with foreign counterparts in
this field.

Sponsored by Interna-
tional Desalination Associa-
tion, the seminar will be held
on April 11, in north China’s
Tianjin Municipality, accord-
ing to the organizing com-
mittee.

Over 20 experts from
home and abroad are invited
to give speeches on the semi-

nar, while around 200 schol-
ars, entrepreneurs and gov-
ernment officials will discuss
topics including the develop-
ment trend of sea water
desalination andits economic
value and management.

Professor Wang Shi-
chang, anexpert from Tianjin
University, said that sea wa-
ter resources, which could be
sustainably harnessed, were
of great importance to China
today.

There wassstillalong way
to go for the improvement
and industrialization of Chi-

HK’s counter-cigarette
smuggling proposal wins
support

Hong Kong, 1 April —
The Hong Kong Customs’
proposal to fight against
cross-boundary cigarette
smuggling has won strong
support in the Asia Pacific
Region.

According to a govern-
ment Press release, Commis-
sioner of Customs and Ex-
cise Timothy Tong led a
delegation to attend the 10th
World Customs Organiza-
tion (WCO) Asia Pacific
Heads of Customs Adminis-
tration Conference in Auck-
land, New Zealand, between
March 29 and April 2.

During the Conference,
Commissioner Tong under-
scored the importance of co-
operation to combat cigarette
smuggling in the Asia Pa-
cific Region. He noted that
cigarette smuggling is ram-
pant in the region, and that
smuggling syndicates ship
cigarettes from one Customs
territory to another, using cir-
cuitous routings to avoid de-
tection. Offenders take ad-
vantage of the legal loop-
holes or grey areas in Cus-
toms control systems.

He contended that
“smuggling activity is a
cross-boundary crime, the
cure to which lies only in
international cooperation”.

In order to strengthen re-
gional cooperation to com-

batcigarette smuggling, Com-
missioner Tong proposed in
the meeting that the 23 opera-
tional contact points of the
member administrations
should act in concert.

An anti-illicit contact
point meeting should be held
to map out enforcement ac-
tions to clamp down on
transnational smuggling syn-
dicates, to explore how best
they canutilize and share con-
fidential intelligence to iden-
tify common targets for joint
investigations, and to discuss
ways and means to help pro-
secute syndicate members
hiding in other jurisdictions.

The proposal received
warm response from other
delegations. Australia, the
Chinese Mainland, Fiji, Ma-
laysia, New Zealand, the Phi-
lippines, Singapore, Vietnam
all expressed their support.
The chairperson concluded by
remarking that the Hong
Kong’s proposal was
“strongly endorsed”, and
noted Hong Kong’s offer to
host this meeting later in the
year.

The conference, hosted by
New Zealand, the WCO vice-
chair of the Asia Pacific Re-
gion, is a high-level meeting
held biennially among Cus-
toms heads of the WCO Asia
Pacific Region.

MNA/Xinhua

Emirates
sends more
weekly flights

to Manila

MANILA, 1 April—Emir-
ates Airlines has added two
weekly flights to Manila,
bringing the number of
services from Dubai to the
Philippines to 10 a week as it
continued to take advantage
of the gradual recovery of
the aviation industry.

The expansion indicated
the importance of the Philip-
pines to the Dubai-based
airlines, the Philippine Daily
Inquirer on-line news
Wednesday quoted Richard
Vaughan, the airlines’
senior vice-president for
commercial operations, as
saying.

“Asia Pacific is an im-
portantregion for Emirates,”
Vaughan said. “We are in-
creasing capacity on several
routes to meet strong demand
for our services in the re-
gion.”

The company has also
started flying daily to Osaka,
Japan, from four times a
week previously. The Phil-
ippines and the United Arab
Emirates signed an air serv-
ices agreement in March last
year to allow their flag carri-
ers to service the Manila-
Dubai route nine times a
week.

A special arrangement
allows the increase in fre-
quency during periods of
increased traffic.

Some 80,000 Filipinos
work in Dubai.

MNA/Xinhua

na’s sea water desalination,
Wang said. If a complete in-
dustrial chain could be
formed in China’s coastal
cities, the cost of desalination
would be reduced to a large
extent, and this would be of
significance to economic and
social development of these
areas.

Coastal cities had in-
vested inrelated research and
construction in recent years,
said the expert, and had built
over 10seawaterdesalination
stations.

MNA/Xinhua

Jackie Chan appointed
vice-chairman
of environmental body

BEUING, 1 April —Jackie
Chan, a top martial arts
movie star from the Hong
Kong Special Administra-
tive Region (SAR), was re-
cently appointed as vice-
chairman of the China Soci-
ety for the Promotion of
Environmental Culture.

This is the first position
the action hero has ever ac-
cepted on the Chinese Main-
land. Chan said upon the ap-

pointment that he would do
his best to contribute to envi-
ronmental undertakings.
The Society, a non-gov-
ernmental organization, is
headed by Pan Yue, Vice-
Minister of the State Envi-
ronmental Protection Admin-
istration. It works for pro-
moting exchanges of envi-
ronmental culture and spread-
ing environmental protection
concepts. — MNA/Xinhua

Survey finds HK
women lack

health awareness

Hong Kong, 1 April —
A research conducted by the
University of Hong Kong
reveals most Hong Kong
women overlook the impor-
tance of their health.

The university recently
surveyed 503 perimeno-
pausal or menopausal
women in Hong Kong. Ata
Press conference held on
Tuesday, the university said
the result shows most women
seriously lack knowledge of
Hong Kong’s three most
common diseases, breast
cancer, cervical cancer and
osteoporosis, found in
women.

Theresearchalsoreveals
thatover half of the surveyed
women have not performed
regular health check and a
majority of them do not re-
gard it is necessary. From
this, it is estimated that over
half of the whole women
population in Hong Kong
have not performed health
checks.

MNA/Xinhua
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Rat genome helps separate
mice from men

WasHingTon, 1 April — The genetic code of the rat joined the growing list of creature
whose DNA has been mapped on Wednesday and experts said it will make the laborat
rat, already beloved by scientists, an even better tool for fighting human disease.

The rat is only the third
species to be sequenced to
such a degree, after the com-
pleted human genome se-
quence in April 2003 and the
draft mouse genome in De-
cember 2002.

It confirms that the labo-
ratory rat is in fact a good
choice for medical research.
Almost all human genes as-
sociated with diseases have
counterparts in the rat ge-
nome, the researchers write
in this week’s issue of the
journal Nature.

“This is an investment

that is destined to yield ma-
jorpayoffsinthe fight against
human disease,” Dr. Elias
Zerhouni, head of the Na-
tional Institutes of Health that
funded most of the research,
said in a statement.

“Fornearly 200 years, the
laboratory rat has played a
valuable role in efforts to
understand human biology
and to develop new and bet-
ter drugs,” he added.

“Now, armed with this
sequencing data, a new gen-
eration of researchers will be
able to greatly improve the

Green groups seek

protections for Alaska loon

AncHorAGE (Alaska), 1 April— A coalition of US and
Russian environmental groups petitioned the US Fed
eral Government on Tuesday for new protections for g
species of loon that breeds in an area of Alaska targete
for new oil development.

The groups, led by the Centre for Biological Diversity,
want an Endangered Species Act listing for the yellow-
billed loon, a type of waterfowl with a global population that
they say is only about 16,650, the smallest of any loon
species.

The petition was submitted to the US Fish and Wildlife
Service.

The main US breeding site for the yellow-billed loon is
the National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska on the western
North Slope of Alaska, the environmental groups said.

The Bush Administrayion and the state of Alaska have
high ambitions for future oil production from the 23 mil-
lion-ace reserve. — MNA/Reuters

utility of rat models and
thereby improve human
health.”

The researchers, led by a
team at Baylor College of
Medicine’s Genome
Sequencing Centerin Texas,
chose the Brown Norway
strain of laboratory rat,
known scientifically as Rat-
tus norvegicus.

This species was best
known in the past for infect-
ing ships and is distinct from
the smaller black rat, Rattus
rattus, notorious for spread-
ing plague.

“As we build upon the
foundation laid by the Hu-
man Genome Project, it’s

5

Doctors suggest monitoring high-risk
people for Hepatitis C Virus

Beuing, 1 April— The first guideline for doctors and nurses to diagnose and treat
DB epatitis C virus (HCV) carriers was published here Tuesday while doctors are

calling for a rigid monitoring of the population at high risk of contracting HCV.

The Chinese Medical Association
(CMA) published such a guideline for the
first time to help medical workers detect,
diagnose and treat HCV carriers as soon as
possible by elaborating on the symptoms,
infection and treatment of the epidemic and
on how to detect those who are at high risk
of the virus.

China has approximately 40 million
HCV carriers, according to a national sur-
vey conducted in 1992 to 1995, one-third of
the carriers of the Hepatitis B virus.

However, less than one-third of the HCV
carriers have been to hospital, said Zhuang
Hui, academician of the Chinese Academy
of Engineering (CAE) from Beijing Uni-
versity.

“These carriers will be a hidden hazard
for the public health if they do not receive
medical treatment in time,” he said.

The population at high risk of HCV are
not well monitored since doctors are not
aware enough of the epidemic and some are
not well informed of relevant knowledge,
said Professor Weng Xinhua, director of the
Society of Infectious and Parasitic Diseases
attached to the CMA.

He suggested that each high risk person
be monitored for HCV.

HCV, which can lead to hepatitis and
liver cancer, can be transmitted through
blood, sex and from mother to child.

China has carried out HCV detection
during blood donation since 1992, which
considerably reduced the transmission
through blood donation and blood products.

In some regions in China, 60 to 90 per
cent of HCV infections resulted from shar-
ing syringes among drug users, according to
the CMA— MNA/Xinhua

become clear that compar-
ing the human genome with
those of other organisms is

- the most powerful tool avail-
able to understand the com-
dlex genomic components
involved inhuman health and
disease,” said Dr. Francis
Collins, head of the National
Human Genome Research
Institute.

Having the rat genome
along with the mouse and
the human allows scientists
to triangulate, just as mari-
ners triangulate to navigate
using the stars and the sun,
said Baylor’s Richard Gibbs,
who led the study.

MNA/Reuters

Study shows half of Belgian
population overweight

BrusskeLs, 1 April— Nearly half of the Belgian population is overweight, says a new
study published here Wednesday.

The survey, carried out
by a polling organization for
Belgium’s Obesity Forum,
found that 43 per cent of
Belgians have a weight prob-
lem threatening their health.

One in five citizens in
the country were clinically
obese with a Body Mass In-
dex (BMI) over 30. BMI is
calculated by dividing a per-
son’s weightinkilogrammes

by their height in metres.
The survey also found
that around one in three Bel-
gians wants to lose weight.
Butmany people are notkeen
on the idea of taking more
exercise and eating less as
the best way to reach their

based pills are still the best
way to lose weight.

Health experts warn that
overweight people could re-
duce their risk of an early
death by 20 per cent if they
shed just 10 per cent of their
excess flab.—MNA/Xinhua

weight loss goals.
However, over two

thirds of the population be-

lieve that amphetamine-

Australia seeks to
speed China free
trade talks

CANBERRA, 1 April—Australia’s trade minister hopes

Experts suggest more potatoes be
used to feed Chinese population

Kunming , 1 April—China should turn more to potatoes to feed its huge populatio
and maintain food security, according to experts at the on-going Fifth International
Potato Conference in this capital city of southwest China’s Yunnan Province.

Qu Dongyu, vice-presi-

to meet Chinese President Hu Jintao next month t0 dent of the Chinese Academy

accelerate a study into a possible free trade agreemel
following signs of increased enthusiasm from China.

Trade Minister Mark Vaile said Australia and China
were likely to complete a feasibility study into free trade
between the two nations before the October 2005 target date.

Officials from both sides are due to meet in Beijing and
Canberra early in April and Vaile will travel to Beijing on
April 21 to meet his Chinese counterpart.

He also hoped to meet with Hu on April 24 or 25 at the
Boao Forum for Asia, an annual economic cooperation
meeting between Asia and the rest of the world. “This year
we have noticed a bit of an increase in the tempo. The
Chinese are becoming more engaged on this,” Vaile said.

“If the Chinese Government is willing to move along a
little bit faster than so are we,” he said. “It’s an issue I will

tof Agricultural Sciences, said
Tuesday here that the key of
ensuring the country’s food
security lies in increasing unit
food outputand adjusting food
mix againstabackdrop of con-
tinuously growing population
and ever shrinking farmland.
“Potatoes should play a
more crucial role in tackling
the above problems,” said Qu.
At present, China’s unit
outputsof rice, wheatand corn
have far exceeded the world
average level and growth po-

raise with President Hu Jintao.” — MNA/Reuters

tential is limited. Statistics

show that China’s per-hectare
potato output amounts to 14
tons, lower than the 16-ton-
per-hectare world average and
symbolizing greatpotential for
further development.
Professor Chen Yili with
prestigious Northeast Agricul-
ture University, said that dif-
ferent regions and countries
have different potato cultures.
Potatoes remain a sea-
sonal staple food in India and
Western nations. However,
increasingly frequent cultural

exchanges between Chinaand
the outside world have greatly
changedfoodtastes, especially
for young people who now
favour Western fast-food, in-
cluding fried potato chips, said
potato expert Guo Huachun,
from Yunnan Agriculture
University.

“Satisfying the Chinese
people’s diversified food de-
mands is the essence of main-
taining the country’s food se-
curity,” noted Guo.

MNA/Xinhua

Trade gap between Bangladesh and
SAARC countries increases

Dhaka, 1 April—Trade gap between Bangladesh and other countries of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is increasing day by day whic|

reached 1,318 million US dollars in the current fiscal ye

As the import volume of
Bangladesh is increasing at a
faster rate every day than that
of export, the trade gap is
rising, The New Natiorre-

ported Tuesday. Bangladesh
imported commodities worth
1,439 million dollars in the
last fiscal (2002 - 2003) from
the SAARC countries. Onthe

ar (2003 - 2004).
other hand it exported only
121.15 million dollars worth
of commodities to these coun-
tries during the same time.

USA Todayeport said.

Over 900 executions carried
out in US since 1976

WASHINGTON, 1 April— A total of 904 executions have
been carried out in the United States since 1976, when the
death penalty was reinstated after the Supreme Court banned
it four years before, a news report said Monday.

Of the 50 states in the country, 38 have adopted the death
hpenalty with 37 of these states preferring lethal injection, the

In addition, 10 states also practice electrocution, five
states have gas chamber, three states have firing squad and
two have hanging to execute the capital punishment.

There are no death penalty in the remaining 12 states,

MNA/Xinhua

plus Washington, DC, the nation’s capital.— MNA/Xinhua

China
allocates fund
in subsidies
for rice

growers

BeuiNG, 1 April—The
Chinese Government has al-
located 940 million yuan
(114 million US dollars) in
subsidies for rice growers in
seven provinces, the Minis-
try of Finance said Wednes-
day. The move was designed
to encourage rice growers in
the major rice production
areas to grow more quality
rice and increase output.

The subsidies, already
earmarked to provincial gov-
ernments earlier this month,
will be distributed to the rice
growers according to their
acreage under early rice in
southern China and round-
grained non-glutinousricein
northeast China.

The seven provinces in-
clude Hunan, Hubei, Jiangxi,
Anhui, Heilongjiang, Jilin
and Liaoning.

China’s grain output con-
tinued to drop for the fifth
consecutive year in 2003 to
about 430 million tons, from a
record of some 520 million
tons in 1998, which, coupled
with rising grain prices, has
triggered national concern for
food security. —MNA/Xinhua
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It was the perfect way to celebrate
the Swedish football federation's
100th anniversary as the victory
stretched theirunbeaten record against
the game's founders to 11 games, their
lastdefeat coming in 1968 when Eng-
land were world champions.

England, playing without captain
David Beckham and striker Michael
Owen, were clearly the better team in
the first half and hit the woodwork
twice through Wayne Rooney and
Owen Hargreaves.

Sweden keeper Andreas Isaksson
then saved with his feet to deny
Rooney as the visitors continued to
press.

However, Sweden took the lead
with their first dangerous attack when

T ] (5 Bt oo 2]
Vassell suffers his early injury.ErNET

Ibrahimovic strikes as Sweden beat England agai

GoTHENBURG (Sweden), 1 April— Sweden extended their remarkable run of dominanc
over England when a clever second-half goal by Zlatan Ibrahimovic secured a 1-0 win ov
their fellow Euro 2004 hopefuls in a friendly on Wednesday.

substitute Kim Kallstrom
curled in a low cross and
Ajax Amsterdam striker
Ibrahimovic reacted quickly
to flick the ball beyond
David James with his heelin
the 54th minute.

The goal lifted the
Swedes and Kallstrom and
Christian Wilhelmsson both
missed good chances to ex-
tend the lead as England lost
their shape amid multiple
substitutions.

Substitute Joe Cole had a
good chance to equalize in
the final minute when Jamie
Carragher set him up with a
pass inside the box, but the
midfielder sliced horribly
wide.

Eriksson, whose side
drew with Portugal and lost
to Denmark in their previ-

ous two friendlies, said he
was not too concerned about
the defeat -- his first away
from home since taking over
from Kevin Keegan late in
2000 -- discounting the
World Cup quarterfinal loss
to Brazil in neutral Japan.

One positive for England
was the performance of
Tottenham Hotspur's
Jermain Defoe, who came
on for his debut as a substi-
tute early in the first half.

He immediately linked
well with Rooney and was
confident enough to test
Isaksson with a couple of
stinging shots.

England are grouped with
France, Croatia and Switzer-
land in Portugal while Swe-
den face Italy, Denmark and
Bulgaria. — MNA/Reuters

O

Colombian Freddy Grisales (L) jumps to control the
ball over Peruvian Roberto Palacios during the first
half of their qualifying match to the World Cup of
Germany 2006 in Lima's National Stadium, on 31

March, 2004 — INTERNET

Spain claim flattering 2-0 win

over Denmark

GuonN (Spain), 1 April— Goals in each half from Fernando
Morientes and Raul gave Spain a flattering 2-0 win over a
slick-looking Denmark in a friendly between two Euro 2004
hopefuls on Wednesday.

Monaco striker Morientes marked his return to the na-
tional team by scoring with a trademark header against the
run of play midway through the first half.

Real Madrid forward Raul doubled Spain's lead on the
hour when he poked in from close range after fellow substi-
tute Fernando Torres had teased his way past two defenders
and cut back a fine pass from the byline.

Denmark dominated the first half, their lively forward
line creating constant problems for the makeshift Spanish
back four and their midfield playing some fluent passing
football.

But the visitors paid the price for their failure to convert
a host of clear chances and it was Spain who took control
when coach Inaki Saez brought on most of his first-choice
players after the break.

Despite the absence of several injured key players it was
Denmark who made the better start with winger Jesper
Gronkjaer causing problems for the Spanish defence as he
swung in several dangerous crosses from the right in the
opening minutes.

The visitors should have taken the lead in the 13th minute
when defender Brian Priske chipped over a neat cross from
the byline to the unmarked Peter Madsen but the striker
headed straight into the hands of Spain keeper Santiago
Canizares. Just as Denmark appeared to have Spain on the
ropes the home side scored a goal out of the blue.

Defender Joan Capdevila swung in a well judged cross
from the left and Morientes outjumped his marker to send a
superb pinpoint header inside the far post.

Denmark appeared unfazed by the setback and continued
to play the better football in the first half but Madsen
squandered another great chance when he headed wide from
point-blank range after good work from the impressive
Claus Jensen. Spain looked far sharper after Saez brought
on Raul and Torres and the Real Madrid forward issued an
immediate warning when he shaved the post with a fine 20-
metre effort minutes after stepping on to the pitch.

Six minutes later Raul grabbed his 38th goal in 70
international appearances when he guided home from five
metres after Torres had weaved his way in from the right.

Spain remained in control for the rest of the game but
Saez will have been disappointed by the way his side were
outplayed in the first half.— MNA/Reuters

United profits soar, Glazer says no bid plan

Lonpon, 1 April — Manchester United's first half pre-tax profits have soared despite their recent problems on

and off the pitch.

United reported on Tues-
day profits up 32 per cent to
26.8 million pounds (48.71
million US dollars) in the
six months to January 31,
following improved televi-
sion deals and lower wage
costs after the exit of top
players such as David
Beckham. American tycoon
Malcolm Glazer, the second
largest shareholder with

16.69 percent, said ina sepa-
rate announcement he had
no current intention of bid-
ding for United but might
increase or decrease his
stake.

The club also said it had
had no approaches from its
shareholders, who also in-
clude Irishmen John Magnier
and JP McManus, regarding
a possible takeover.

Roma get stadium ban for derby trouble

RoME, 1 April— AS Roma will have to play ahome Serie
A match at a neutral venue as punishment for the crowd
trouble that caused the abandonment of the Rome derby
match against Lazio earlier this month.

Both clubs were also fined by the disciplinary committee
of the Italian Football League on Tuesday, while the league
ordered the match to be replayed at an as yet unspecified
date. Roma were fined 3,000 euros (3,654 US dollars),
while Lazio will have to pay 51,500 euros.

More than one hundred police were injured in fights with
fans outside Rome's Olympic Stadium after the match on
March 21 was abandoned. The match was stopped after a
false rumour that a young boy had been killed by a police car
circulated the stadium. —MNA/Reuters

Mud soccer infects Australian players

WASHINGTON, 1 April—— A game of "mud football"
lubricated with stagnant water landed several Australian
players in the doctor's office after bacteria infected cuts in
their legs, doctors reported on Tuesday.

Chief executive David
Gill told reporters no share-
holder had requested a seat
on the board.

United, third in the league
and 12 points adrift of lead-
ers Arsenal, have had an un-
settling season.

Constant takeover specu-
lation has surrounded the
club as both Magnier and
McManus, majority share-
holders with almost 29 per
cent, and Glazer have upped
their stakes. Meanwhile,
manager Alex Ferguson has
been involved in a high-pro-
file legal dispute with
Magnier over the breeding
rights for champion race-
horse Rock of Gibraltar.

The dispute has been re-
solved but the team has also
suffered on the field after
defender Rio Ferdinand was
banned for eight months for
missing a drugs test.

"The recent period has
presented a number of chal-
lenges for the management
team and yet we have re-
mained focused on the busi-
ness and produced a strong
set of results," said Gill.

United could also be head-
ing for a third-place finish in
the league, which would
mean a smaller share of the
Champions League funds
allocated to English teams
and less domestic TV money.

"It does have an impact
on profits," Gill said. "But
for our long term planning it
is not significant because we
are prudent.”

United are undertaking an
internal review of recent
transfer deals following pres-
sure from Magnier and
McManus. The Irishmen also
opposed a long extension to
the 62-year-old Ferguson's
contract.

United, who have 23.5
million pounds in cash, de-
clined to speculate on trans-
fer spending in the close sea-
son.

"We will sit down with
the manager at the end of the
season and discuss it," Gill
said. United's turnover was
slightly lower at 92.4 mil-
lion pounds and wages were
41 per cent of this amount,
compared to 43 per cent last
time. — MNA/Reuters

The soccer players suffered from infections by Aeromonas
hydrophila, a bacterium common in water and soil.

The mud for the soccer game had been prepared by
plowing up a field and pumping water onto it from the
nearby Collie River, which was stagnant after a bout of dry
weather, the doctors said.

The players not only played in the mud, but most also
took baths in the river afterwards, Dr. Hassan Vally of the
University of Western Australia reported in the latest issue
of the journal Clinical Infectious Diseases. — MNA/Reuters

Confident Germany sweep Belgium aside with 3-0 win

CoLDGNE (Germany), 1 April — Germany boosted their
morale in the build-up to the Euro 2004 finals with a
convincing 3-0 victory over Belgium in their first home
game of the year on Wednesday.

The 2002 World Cup finalists dominated a one-sided
friendly international from the kickoff and wasted several
chances before striker Kevin Kuranyi put them ahead just
before halftime, scoring with his thigh from a corner. Ger-
many maintained the pressure after the break and doubled
their lead with a free kick from Liverpool midfielder Dietmar
Hamann 10 minutes into the second half — MNA/Reuters

Australia's Justin Norris wins his heat in the men's

200 metres butterfly at the Australian Olympic
Swimming Trials in Sydney on 29 March, 2004.

Norris clocked a time of one minute 59.53 seconds to
qualify for the semifinal and a bid to make his second

Olympic games— INTERNET
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i (Thandaung) the Ayeyawady 22:10 Song “Missing you so | 00:35 Fisheries work in Beauty & Scenic Pana (or) Kywe Min
9:10  Headline News River (Sagaing)” much” Pyapon Sights “Mingalabar” Don Dance)

9:12  Traditional Chin House | 17:15 National News 22:12 Ancient Htoke Kan | 00:40 Myaing Hay Wun 05:35 Hill Resort Town 07:00 National News

9:15  National ,NeWS, 17:20 Myanmar Bamboo Thein Temple Elephant Camp (Thandaung) 07:05 Folk Art of Pottery

9:20  Myanmar's Ancient Xylophone (or) Pattala | 22:15 National News 00:45 National News 05:40 Headline News 07:10 Song “The Beauty of
City Bagan 17:25 Song of Myanmar 22:20 All Lives Under the | 00:50 Journey to Mogok 05:42  Traditional Chin House the Ayeyawady

9:25  Myanma-ah-hla-Yat- Beauty & Scenic Sky “Catch of Fish by (The Ruby Land) 05:45 National News River (Sagaing)”

X taung-Ahka Sights “Come and See Cooperation of Fisher- | 00:55 Kayin Dance (Ton 05:55 Myanmar's Ancient 07:15 National News
9:30  National News Myanmar” man and Dolphin” Pana (or) Kywe Min City Bagan 07:20 Myanmar Bamboo
9:35  Native of Pa O Nation- 22:25 Song “Smoke of Sor- Don Dance) 05:58 Myanma-ah-hla-Yat- Xylophone (or) Pattala

als (Kyauktalone) Evening Transmission row (Lwan Ngwe Wai | 01:00 National News taung-Ahka 07:25 Song of Myanmar
9:40  Song “Missing you so (19:30 - 23:30) Wai) 01:05 Folk Art of Pottery 06:00 National News Beauty & Scenic
i much 22:30 National News 01:10 Song “The Beauty of | 06:05 Native of PaO Nation- Sights “Come and See
9:45  National News 19:30 Signature Tune 22:35 Fisheries work in the Ayeyawady als (Kyauktalone) Myanmar”
9:50  All Lives Under the Greeting Pyapon River (Sagaing)”
Sky “Catch of Fish by | 19:32  Song of Myanmar 22:40 Myaing Hay Wun 01:15 National News W eashier My af Mranvar awd Nelphissaniog Ares
Cooperation of Flg’her— Beauty & Scenic Elephant Camp 01:20 Myanmar Bamboo
man and Dolphin Sights “Myanma Pano- | 22:45 National News Xylophone (or) Pattala [
9:58  Song of Myanmar rama & Myanma Sen- | 22:50 Journey to Mogok 01:25 Song of Myanmar = i
Beauty & Scenic timent” (The Ruby Land) Beauty & Scenic ,\_ n CH
Sights Cgme and See | 19:36 King Alaung 22:55 Kayin Dance (Ton Sights “Come and See .
Myanmar Mintaya's Palace Site Pana (or) Kywe Min Myanmar” i o
. 19:40 Headline News Don Dance) i } J +.9 -
2-4-2004 (Friday) 19:42 Myanma Green Tea | 23:00 National News 3-4-2004 (Saturday) Lol . ;
Regular Programmes for | 19:45 National News 23:05 Folk Art of Pottery Morning Transmission o, .
Viewers from Abroad 19:50 Welcome to Ngwe 23:10 Song “The Beauty of (03:30-07:30) | L) 3
Evening Transmission Hsaung the Ayeyawady [} P an
(15:30 - 17:30) 19:55 Kayan Dance River (Sagaing)” 03:30 Signature Tune J
. 20:00 National News 23:15 National News Greeting =
15:30  Signature Tune 20:05 Popa Flat-topped Hill | 23:20 Myanmar Bamboo 03:32  Song of Myanmar . i
Greeting (Taung Ka Lat) Xylophone (or) Pattala Beauty & Scenic - 3
15:32 Song of Myanmar 20:10 Songs On Screen 23:25 Song of Myanmar Sights “Myanma Pano- 1 ATk, -
Beauty & Scenic “Where does love be- Beauty & Scenic rama & Myanma Sen- B
Sights “Mingalabar in” Sights “Come and See timent” ]
15:36  Hill Resort Town 20:15 National News Myanmar” 03:36 King Alaung
(Thandaung) 20:20 The Art of Playing Mintaya's Palace Site i
15:40 Headline News Caneball 2-4-2004°(Friday) & 03:40 Headline News
15:42  Traditional Chin 20:25 Song on Screen 3-4-2004 (Saturday) 03:42 Myanma Green Tea .
House “Musical Maze” Evening & Morning 03:45 National News L i
15:45 National News 20:30 National News Transmission 03:50 Welcome to Ngwe
15:55 Myanmar's Ancient 20:35 Attractive Myanmar (23:30 - 1:30) Hsaung |
City Bagan Snacks 03:55 Kayan Dance |
15:58 Myanma-ah-hla-Yat- | 20:40 Performance of King | 23:30 Signature Tune 04:00 National News | =
taung-Ahka Brahminy Bird Dance Greeting 04:05 Popa Flat-topped Hill
16:00 National News 20:45 National News 23:32 Song of Myanmar (Taung Ka Lat)
16:05  Native of Pa O Nation- | 0:50 Native home to the Beauty & Scenic 04:10 Songs On Screen
als (Kyauktalone) Khame Sights “Mingalabar” “Where does love be-
16:10 Song "Missing you s0 | 20:55 A Romatic Duet 23:36  Hill Resort Town gin” i
much 21:00 National News (Thandaung) 04:15 National News
16:12 ?geci‘:’_‘l}eﬂ;ﬂeke Kan | 51:05 Cultural Museum 23:40 Headline News 04:20 The Art of Playing
! (Keng Tong) 23:42 Traditional Chin Caneball
16:15 National News 21:10 Songg“Wel(%ome to House 04:25 Song on Screen [ WEATHER ]
16:20 All Lives Under the Treasure Land” 23:45 National News “Musical Maze” -
Sky “Catch of Fish by | 21:12  Community Based 23:55 Myanmar's Ancient 04:30 National News Thursday, 1 April, 2004
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
. . During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers has been
8:20 am 5:50 pm isolated in lower Sagaing Division, scattered in Kachin and Shan
8. eun:meomeqeayéoms 9. Discovery States, upper Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions and weather has
. been partly cloudy in the remaining areas. Day temperatures
8:30 am 6:05 pm were (3°C) above normal in Magway and Yangon Divisions,
9. International news 10. egBsenceosSegcdicSond (6°C) above normal in Taninthayi Division and about normal in
B hiaites o the remaining areas. The noteworthy amount of rainfall recorded
8:45 am ebormedimy (g-5-opee) was Namsam (1.10) inches.
] 10. Enalish for E day U X Maximum temperature on 31-3-2004 was 37.0°C (99°F).
- English for Everyday Use | 6:30 pm . ’ Minimum temperature on 1-4-2004 was 21.2°C (70°F). Relative
) ) 4:00 pm L1, Evenine news Friday, April 2 humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 1-4-2004 was 77%. Total sun
Friday, April 2 ) . & Tune in today: shine hours on 31-3-2004 was (7.6) hours approx. Rainfall on
1. Martial song 7:00 pm ’ 1-4-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
View today: . X : . Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004 was 3 mm (0.12 inch)
7:00 am 4:15pm 12. Weather report ggg am I]\B/Inef fews at Yangon Airport and nil at Kaba-Aye and central Yangon.
Lo . 2. Song to uphold 7:05 pm -3>am Music X Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 9 mph from

1. Recitation of Parittas by . B : 8.40 am Perspectives Southeast at (16:30) hours MST on 31-3-2004.

Missionary Sayadaw U National Spirit 13. §8cErercSoodio 8.45 am Music Bay inference: Weather is cloudy in West and South Bay
; Ty Say 4:30 pm wo e om . 8.50 am National J and partly cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
Ottamathara <o §:405008” (2§E:-0)) ' ationalnewsy Forecast valid until evening of 2-4-2004Isolated rain or

5 3. Practice in Reading 7:45pm Slogan thundershowers are likely in Kachin, Chin, Shan and northern
7:25 am i : 9:00 am Music Rakhine States, Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, Bago, Yangon
2. To be healthy exercise 4:45 pm 14, ophimbicBiicl [G§orf:ep 9.05am International news | and Taninthayi Divisions and weather will be partly cloudy in

4. Musical programme R 910 Musi the remaining areas. Degreelot certainty ISA(60%).
7:30 am wiemyg eumoopifgeoiy -t0am Music State of the seaSeas will be moderate in Myanmar waters.

3. Momi 5:00 pm 8:00pm 1.30 pm News/Slogan Outlook for subsequent two days:Continuation of

- Morning news . ’ 1.40 pm Lunch time music isolated rain are likely in upper Myanmar areas.

7:40 am 5. weounéorggadeSupyeq; 15. News Don't fall in love s Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for 2-4-2004:
X SEEas@iastafion q0800gd R - Don'tfallin love so Possibility of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of cer-

4. Nice and sweet song ® 39289 | 16. International news easy tainty is (40%).

X (elopaeamag:(g)) (sl opena) Randy Crowell Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
7:50 am 515 7. Weather report 9.00 pm V\gorld oyfmusic ) 2-4-2004: Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers. De-
5. cpSeprglaé doleqigd 5 pm 18. Myanmar video feature: | = > P Songs from “Tapan® |- &< of certainty is (60%).

8:00 am 6. Song of national races “oBiqiga” (@85 | 915 pm Article / Music Strong Wind Warning
. . - 5:30 pm A . . (Issued on Ist April, 2004)
6. The mirror images of the ; . ) cpecudraogpogd: 9.25 pm Music at your quest From carly April 6ill the advancement of Southwest
musical oldies - gieqdedofomencadgs (31§08 0m—00§:esa00:) i Hére for you Monsoon period, squall with isolated rain or thundershowers are
8:10 am 5:40 pm 19, The next day’s (Firehouse) likely at times in the afternoon / evening and night over most of the
. 9.45 pm News/Slogan country. Surface wind speeds in squalls my reach (40) m.p.h to 50
7 R ey 8. Song of yesteryears Y P q y P
- =B programme 10.00 pm PEL m.p.h. Squalls may also be accompanied at times by hails.
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Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives
* Stability of the State, community | * Development of agriculture as the base and all-round * Uplift of the morale and morality of
peace and tranquillity, prevalence of|  development of other sectors of the economy as well the entire nation
law and order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integrity
* National reconsolidation system and preservation and safeguardingof
* Emergence of a new enduring State * Development of the economy inviting participation in cultural heritage and national charac
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments from ter
* Building of a new modern developed,  sources inside the country and abroad * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State| * The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept * Uplift of health, fitness and education|
Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of theentire nation 7

Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing attend opening
ceremony of Hmthada District Sasana Belkmandawgyl

YaNGoN, 1 April—A ceremony to open Hinthada
District Sasana Beikmandawgyi was held at the Beikman
in Hinthada, Ayeyawady Division, at 10.30 am yesterday,
attended by Chairman of the State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Than Shwe and wife Daw Kyaing Kyaing.

Senior General Than Shwe pressed the button to open
the plaque of the Beikmandaw.

Also present on the occasion were Maha Dwara Nikaya
13th Sasanabaing Hinthada Mahitayon Kyaungtaik
Sayadaw Abhidhaja Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika
Bhaddanta Indriyasabha, State Ovadagariya Atwin
Padamya Monastery Sayadaw Agga Maha Ganthavagaka
Pandita Agga Maha Pandita Bhaddanta Ariyavamsa and
members of the Sangha, Members of the State Peace and
Development Council General Thura Shwe Mann, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than, Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint
Oo and Lt-Gen Tin Aye, Commander-in-Chief (Navy)
Rear-Admiral Soe Thein and Commander-in-Chief (Air)
Lt-Gen Myat Hein, Chairman of Ayeyawady Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of South-
West Maj-Gen Soe Naing, ministers, deputy ministers,
senior military officers of the Ministry of Defence,
officials of the State Peace and Development Council ‘

(See page 8)

Semor General Than Shwe and W|fe Daw Kyaing Kyaing offer provisions to a Sayasiaw.
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Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt to pay
goodwill visit to Bangladesh

YANGON, 2 April—At the invitation of Her Ex-
cellency Begum Khaleda Zia, Prime Minister of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh, General Khin
Nyunt, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar will
pay a goodwill visit to the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh in the near future.— MNA

Newly-opened Hinthada District Sasana
Beikmandawgyi— mna ‘

Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt
receives WHO official

YANGON, 1 April—Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
received WHO South-East Asia Regional Director Dr
Samlee Plianbangchang at Zeyathiri Beikman on
Konmyinttha at 5 pm today.

Also present at the call were Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Khin Maung Win, Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Mya Oo, Director-General U Soe Tint of Gov-
ernment Office and Director-General Thura U Aung Htet
of Protocol Department.

The WHO Regional Director was accompanied by
WHO Resident Representative Dr Agostino Borra.— MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives WHC
SEA Regional Director Dr Samlee Plianbangchang
Zeyathiri Beikman— MNA




