
Subhasita ca ya vaca, to have words well spoken; this is the way to auspiciousness.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace

and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation
* Uplift of national prestige and integrity

and preservation and safeguarding of
cultural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round

development of other sectors of the economy as well
* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic

system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in

terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

YANGON, 9 March — A

coordination meeting on all-

round upgrading of Yangon

Kandawgyi Gardens and

Yangon Zoological Gardens

was held at the briefing hall

of Water Plaza in Central

Forest Zone in Kandawgyi

Garden this evening, attended

by Prime Minister General

All-round upgrading of Kandawgyi and Yangon
Zoological Gardens coordinated

YANGON, 9 March — Minister for Commerce Brig-Gen

Pyi Sone received Mr Toshihide Orita, General Manager of

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation of Japan, and party

at his office at the ministry on Strand Road here this

afternoon.

Present on the occasion were Deputy Minister Brig-Gen

Aung Tun, Director-General of Directorate of Trade U

Nyunt Aye, Director-General of the Border Trade Depart-

ment U Nay Win, and officials of the Myanma Agricultural

Produce Trading. — MNA

Commerce Minister receives
Japanese guests

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt meets with officials to discuss upgrading of Kandawgyi Gardens and Yangon Zoological Gardens. — MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects tasks for upgrading of Kandawgyi Gardens. — MNA

Khin Nyunt.

    Also present were Chair-

man of the Work Committee

for All-round Upgrading of

Kandawgyi Gardens and

Zoological Gardens Chair-

man of Yangon Division

Peace and Development

Council Commander of

Yangon Command Maj-Gen

Myint Swe, the ministers,

the Yangon mayor, the

deputy ministers, officials of

the State Peace and Devel-

opment Council Office,

members of the work com-

mittee and officials.

    Commander Maj-Gen

Myint Swe reported in de-

tail on measures taken in the

relaxation zone, recreation

zone, education zone and

central forest zone, progress

of work   of each zone and

tasks being undertaken and

to be undertaken.

    Minister for  Agriculture

and Irrigation Maj-Gen

Nyunt Tin reported on func-

tions for keeping the waters

of Kandawgyi clean forever,

Minister for Hotels and

Tourism Brig-Gen Thein

Zaw on upgrading of hotels

and restaurants, Minister for

Livestock  and Fisheries

Brig-Gen Maung Maung

Thein on construction of

fresh water fish garden in

education zone, Minister for

Forestry Brig-Gen Thein

Aung on growing of plants,

landscaping and conserva-

tion of shade trees and other

plants in central forest zone

and upgrading of Zoological

Gardens, Chairman of

Yangon City Development

Committee Yangon Mayor

Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin

on fencing, construction of

viewing plaza and bridge that

links islands and landscap-

ing, Deputy Minister for Sci-

ence and Technology U Nyi

Hla Nge on quality control

of the buildings in the project,

Architect Mr Jun-Ichi Inada

on designs relating to the

tasks, Chairman of

Myanmar Hoteliers Asso-

ciation U Khin Shwe on ar-

rangements for construction

of restaurants and play-

grounds and Managing Di-

rector of Woodland Co Ltd

U Win Aung and officials

on tasks being implemented.

    Next, General Khin

Nyunt fulfilled the require-

ments and gave instructions

on construction of buildings

suitable for the original na-

ture and beauty of

Kandawgyi Garden and sys-

tematic implementation of

the tasks for emergence of

advanced garden where

people can take rest in

peace.

    After the meeting Prime

Minister General Khin

Nyunt  inspected the tasks

for upgrading  of  the

Kandawgyi and gave in-

structions. —  MNA
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PERSPECTIVES
* Oppose those relying on external elements,

acting as stooges, holding negative views

* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability
of the State and progress of the nation

* Oppose foreign nations interfering in
internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive
elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire59th Anniversary
Armed Forces Day Objectives

— To strive hand in hand with the people for
successful realization of the State’s seven-point
policy programme

— To crush internal and external destructive
elements hindering the stability and progress of
the State through people’s militia strategy

— To implement border area development tasks
and the five rural development tasks hand in
hand with the entire people

— To build up a strong and efficient Tatmadaw to
uphold ‘Our Three Main National Causes’

Improving socio-economic
life through agricultural
development

The Union of Myanmar is an agro-based
country and therefore the government is try-
ing for the nation to become an industrialized
one through development of agriculture.
Moreover, it is encouraging the establishment
of such basic industries as mining and energy
sectors and taking systematic measures for
region-wise development.

It goes without saying that agriculture
is the main industry that can ensure self-
sufficiency and strong national economic life
for an agricultural country like Myanmar. It is
a sector that can guarantee food sufficiency of
each and every region across the Union, re-
gional economic growth and higher living stand-
ard for local people.

This being the case, the government is
giving top priority to fulfilling all the require-
ments for the development of the agricultural
sector, especially  for increasing sown acreage
and boosting agricultural production. The con-
struction of the recently-completed Shwe Hlay
sluice gate was a step taken in that direction.

The opening of the Shwe Hlay sluice gate
in Kawa Township in Bago Division was held
on 28 February and  Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt attended the ceremony and deliv-
ered a speech. The Prime Minister, in his ad-
dress on the occasion, urged the local people to
try as hard as they could to improve their socio-
economic life by making effective use of ad-
vantages offered by the sluice gate.

Bago Division is mountainous, has a lot
of creeks and is contiguous to the sea. As there
is a vast area of wetlands between the Bago
river and the Sittoung river, the government is
building sluice gates to turn those wetlands into
arable land.

The construction of sluice gates includ-
ing the recently-opened Shwe Hlay sluice gate
is to prevent floods in the rainy season and the
inflow of sea water in summer, thus enabling
the farmers to grow paddy and other crops on
more than one hundred thousand of acres of
farmland all the year round.

We would like to call upon all the local
people including the farmers to put their ener-
gies into their work to improve the socio-
economic life by making effective use of the
assistance rendered by the State.

Tourists arrive by M S Europa
YANGON, 9 March — Under the supervision of the

Ministry of Hotels & Tourism, with assistance of the

Ministry of Transport and under the arrangements of

Diethelm Travel Ltd Myanmar, Cruiseliner M S Europa

with 170 passengers on board arrived Thilawa Interna-

tional Port in Kyauktan here early this morning. The tour-

ists in groups were scheduled to visit Yangon downtown,

Bago and Bagan. The vessel will leave on 11 March

morning. —MNA

The 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day commemorative postcard.

Nursery Market
Festival continues

YANGON, 9 March —

The Nursery Market Festi-

val continued at Myay

Padetha Park in Bahan

Township here today with

the aim of providing neces-

sary assistance to growers

and attracting the public to

be interested in agriculture,

horticulture, livestock

breeding and vegetable

farming.

Kitchen crops, fruits

and saplings of herbal plants

are being shown at the fes-

tival. — MNA

Armed Forces Day Book Fair to be held
    YANGON, 9 March — Hailing the 59th Anniversary

Armed Forces Day which falls on 27 March 2004, a book

fair sponsored by Sarpay Beikman of Printing and Pub-

lishing Enterprise of the Ministry of Information will be

held at 379-383, PPE (former Head Office) on Bo Aung

Kyaw Street in Kyauktada Township from 19-3-2004 to

28-3-2004.

    The book fair will be open from 9 am to 5 pm and

books will be sold to the public.

    Bookshops wishing to participate in the fair may con-

tact Chief Editor of Sarpay Beikman at 529-531, Mer-

chant Street (phone 252560), Deputy Chief Editor (240048)

or Manager (Sales) (381448/249031) not later than

15-3-2004. — MNA

MGS signboard unveiled
YANGON, 9 March — A ceremony to open office

and unveil the signboard of the Myanmar Geosciences

Society (MGS) was held at the Myanma Oil and Gas

Enterprise under the Ministry of Energy at No 78/80 Minye

Kyawswa Road, Lanmadaw Township here at 9 am to-

day. MGS President Dr Maung Thein formally unveiled

the signboard. —MNA

Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint views the condition of patient Daw Saw Ma Ma who has undergone kidney
transplant. — HEALTH

YANGON, 9 March —

Both the patient and the do-

nor are in good health after

a successful kidney trans-

plant conducted on Daw

Saw Ma Ma at Mandalay

General Hospital on 7

March.

Minister for Health

Dr Kyaw Myint visited the

donor, the patient’s elder

brother U Hla Myint, at the

hospital in the evening, and

the patient, Daw Saw Ma

Ma, the next morning.

The surgical team

led by Director-General of

Medical Research Depart-

ment (Upper Myanmar) Dr

Paing Soe, explained the

improving condition of the

patient.

Other members of

the team were Dr Khin

Doctors successfully conduct kidney transplant on patients
Maung Htay, Dr Than Aye,

Dr Sai Lun Maung, Dr Toe

Lwin and other physicians.

Another patient, Ko

Win Thura Latt, and donor,

his younger sister, Ma Win

Rupa Latt, are also in good

health after undergoing sur-

gical operation.

Today, doctors are

conducting kidney trans-

plant on Daw Aye Aye. The

donor is her elder sister

Daw Ni Ni. — MNA

 Myanmar Geosciences Society (MGS) President
Dr Maung Thein formally unveils the signboard of the

MGS at the opening of office of the Myanmar
Geosciences Society. —MOGE

COMPLETION CERTIFICATES PRESENTED: A
ceremony to give away basic education primary level
completion certificates to the students was held at the

No 2 Basic Education Primary School in Kamayut
Township on Tuesday. Headmistress Daw Kathy Soe
Thein gives away a certficate to  a student. — MNA
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Of those, 379 died as a result of hostile action and 173

died of non-hostile causes, the department said.

The British military has reported 58 deaths; Italy, 17;

Spain, eight; Bulgaria, five; Thailand, two; Denmark,

Ukraine, Estonia and Poland have reported one each.

Since 1 May, when President Bush  declared

that major combat operations in Iraq had ended, 414

552 US service members killed since
beginning of military operations in Iraq

Qantas to operate direct flights
from Sydney to Mumbai

SYDNEY , 9 March— Airline major Qantas will operate direct services
linking Sydney to western Indian metropolis of Mumbai beginning September
this year in view of a double-digit spurt in the number of tourist arrivals from
India.

BEIJING , 9 March — Deputies to China’s top legislature laud the 7-per-cent economic
growth rate for 2004 as a “scientific and pragmatic” goal. The growth target, the same
as that for 2003, has been set by Premier Wen Jiabao in his report to  the legislature
Friday and led to heated discussions among 2,900-plus deputies from all walks of life.

NPC deputies say 7%eco growth
a pragmatic goal

SINGAPORE , 9 March— Singapore on Sunday launched a month-long anti-drug
campaign as part of its efforts to deal with synthetic drug abuse in the island state.

According to local Press reports, the cam-

paign, kicked off by Singapore’s National

Council Against Drug Abuse (NCADA),

will target youths aged 15 to 30 years old

because they form a relatively larger group

of synthetic drug abusers arrested in recent

years.

Anti-drug creations, to be featured on

TV, cinemas, outdoor posters, newspapers,

magazines, Internet as well as radio, will

inform young Singaporeans of the need to

stay drug-free or risk losing their social

credibility otherwise.

Last year, Singapore narcotics officers

busted 30 syndicates in 56 major drug raids,

and the number of drug abusers arrested in the

country declined sharply by 47 per cent com-

pared to the year before.  — MNA/Xinhua

Singapore begins month-long
anti-drug campaign

 “It is a realistic and pragmatic goal and

will help maintain the continuity of China’s

macro-economic policies,” said Qin

Chijiang, a deputy to the ongoing Second

Session of the 10th National People’s Con-

gress (NPC), and deputy secretary-general

of China Finance Association.

The goal, if materialized, will bring China

the gross domestic product (GDP) totalling

some 12 trillion yuan (1.45 trillion US dol-

lars) in 2004, laying a solid foundation for

implementation of the 10th Five-Year Plan

(2001-2005) and construction of a well-off

society in an all-round way, according to

Qin.

The low-profile growth rate will ease the

pressure on resources  and environment after

years of rapid economic growth, and put an

end to the practice of seeking solely eco-

nomic growth rate, so as to improve quality

of the economy and adjust economic struc-

ture, said NPC deputy Zhang Kui from north

China’s Shanxi Province.

 In 2003, the Chinese economy grew by

9.1 per cent despite the outbreak of the

severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS),

hitting a new record since the Asia Finan-

cial Crisis in late 1990s. However, over-

heated investment in some economic sec-

tors also resulted in a growing pressure on

resources and environment. Last year, China

consumed 31 per cent of the world’s total

coal output, and its consumption of iron

ore, steel and cement accounted for 30 per

cent, 27 per cent and 40 per cent of the total

global output respectively, but the country

contributed merely less than 4 per cent of

the total GDP output worldwide. “Eco-

nomic growth powered by huge resource

consumption cannot last long. Even if the

growth target is accomplished, it will not be

conducive to China’s economic growth. If

the reported overheated investment in a

few economic sectors is not inhibited, the

overall economic situation will be affected,

and a greater cost had to be paid,” said

deputy auditor  Zhang Chengqi from north

China’s Hebei Province.— MNA/Xinhua

 Qantas will fly direct services between

Mumbai and Sydney, three times

per week and the Mumbai services would

operate in two-class Boeing 747-300
aricraft.The services would commence

from 1 September, 2004, Executive Gen-

eral  Manager of Qantas Air lines John

Borghetti, said here on Thursday.

“Australia has seen a double-digit

increase in the number of tourist arrivals

from India over the past decade — with an

average annual growth of approximately

17 per cent, Australian Tourist Commis-

sion general manager, South & South East

Asia, Maggie White said.

These new services connecting the two

commercial capitals, for the first time,

will operate non-stop to Mumbai, leaving

Sydney on Wednesdays, Fridays and Sun-

days.  “India is one of the fastest growing

economies in the world and the burgeon-

ing trade relationship between Australia

and India has increased demand for busi-

ness travel between our two countries,

Borghetti said.

 MNA/PTI

An American special forces soldier and Estonian troops raid a milk processing plant in
Baghdad, Iraq, on Sunday, 7 March, 2004. —INTERNET
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 A felucca, an Egyp-

tian sailboat, plies the

waters near Luxor.

Experts from 10

African countries

began talks in

Uganda to plan how

to share the waters of

the mighty Nile

river.—INTERNET

In Baghdad, guerillas fired

mortar shells at two police

stations in central Baghdad,

injuring four people, includ-

ing one policeman, Iraqi offi-

cials said. The attacks occurred

shortly before the Iraqi Gov-

erning Council signed an in-

terim constitution. Guerillas,

believed to be loyalists of

ousted leader Saddam

Hussein or foreign fighters,

have targeted Iraqi police and

civilians working with the

US-led occupation.

In the northern city of

Mosul, gunmen fled after fir-

ing on the car. Akram

Mahmoud Nijim, a member

of a local council, was killed

and another councilor was

wounded.  In Khaldiya, west

of Baghdad, a bomb ex-

ploded under the car of the

police chief, Ismail Turki,

as he left his home Monday

morning. Turki’s driver and

abodyguard were wounded,

said a neighbour, Khaled

Fayyad. — Internet

MOSUL, 9 March—Attackers opened fire Monday on
a car carrying two local Council members in Mosul,
killing one and wounding the other, police said.

Attackers kill Iraq
local Council member
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US soldiers have died — 264 as a result of hostile action and

150 of non-hostile causes, according to the military.

Since the start of military operations, 2,744 US service

members have been injured as a result of hostile action,

according to the Defence Department’s figures on Monday.

Non-hostile injured numbered 423.

Internet

Mubarak says US
reform ideas could
promote violence

 PARIS, 9 March— US plans for political reform in the

Arab world could encourage violence and cannot succeed

without an end to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Egyptian

President Hosni Mubarak said in remarks published on

Monday.

“That is the danger they (the Americans) do not seem to

understand,” he told the Paris newspaper Le Figaro.
   “An initiative imposed from abroad would be rejected

by the peoples concerned and would lead to anarchy in the

whole region, from Morocco to Pakistan,” he said in an

interview.

  “That would play into the hands of terrorism, which will

not be confined to the Middle East but will reach Europe and

the United States. If the extremists win, you can forget

democracy,” Mubarak added.

MNA/Reuters

BAGHDAD , 9 March—As of Monday, 8 March, 552 US service members have died since the beginning of military
operations in Iraq,  according to the Department of Defence.
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South Korea lodges complaint against US
military in Iraq

BAGHDAD , 9 March—The brief detention of three South Korean journalists Saturday by Baghdad’s
Palestine Hotel after soldiers thought they detected explosive traces on their luggage has triggered a formal
protest against the US military.

The South Korean em-

bassy in Baghdad has de-

manded an official apology

from US forces on Sunday

over their treatment of the

journalists, South Korea’s

foreign ministry an-

nounced.

The ministry said US

forces in Iraq were asked to

clarify the incident and

promise the prevention of

its recurrence.

A US military spokes-

man said the men were re-

leased after it was deter-

mined the sniffer dogs had

only detected used car parts

in the bags.

South Korea’s national

Yonhap news agency said

that the three from state-

run Korea Broadcasting

Corp were detained for

three hours in front of the

Palestine Hotel after a

sniffer dog alerted guards

to their luggage.

The ministry said South

Korean ambassador to Iraq

Im Hong-jae had visited the

US guard base at the hotel

to request the release of the

journalists. They were set

free after being taken to a

nearby base.

The journalists said

their treatment by Ameri-

can soldiers were “arro-

gant” and “inhumane,”

Yonhap news agency re-

ported.

“The US soldiers knew

we were journalists,” Jeong

Chang-jun, one of the three,

told Yonhap.
“We showed them our

ID cards and said we were

South Korean journalists.

A (US) captain there knew

who we were,” he said.

The journalists were on

their way back to the hotel

after failing to catch a flight

bound for Amman at the

Baghdad airport. They were

returning home after one

month of reporting on Iraq.

Internet

BEIJING , 9  March — Meat meals are the secret of
Chinese centenarian Bi Deben, a retired dustman with 103
years behind him, news agency Xinhua said on Sunday.

“The Beijing centenarian says if he has no meat for just a

day, he feels ‘uneasy’,” the official news agency said.

The idea may appeal to fans of low-carb diets gaining

popularity in the United States, but China has only one-twelfth

of the world’s centenarians, despite being home to about one-

fifth of its population.

Or maybe the key to longevity is more mundane. A study

of about one-fifth of Beijing’s 257 centenarians showed many

ate and drank in moderation, took regular exercise, were

cheerful and had “harmonious” family lives, Xinhua said.

It quoted Wu Cangping, chairman of the China Senior

Citizens Society, as saying the country had just 17,000 of the

global total of 210,000 centenarians.  Xinhua did not explain the

low ratio of centenarians, but the vast majority of China’s people

live in the countryside, where poverty is widespread and health

care is rudimentary. About 10 per cent of the population of 1.3

billion was over the age of 60, Wu said.  — MNA/Xinhua

Chinese centenarian says eat
meat and live longer

WUHAN,9  March  — The

Three Gorges on the Yang-

tze River has become the

largest geological park in

China with an area of 25,000

square kilometres.

The park, added to the

list of national geological

parks last month, covers both

banks of the mainstream of

the Three Gorges from

Fengjie County, Chongqing

Municipality, to Yichang

City,  Hubei Province.

The region was accepted

on the list because of its rich

geological phenomena, said

Yan Daoping, a researcher

at Yichang Geological and

Mineral Research Institute

under the Ministry of Land

and Resources.

Yan said the region

boasted southern China’s

oldest metamorphic rock

base, formed 3.2 billion years

ago, the world’s oldest gla-

cier sediment dating back

700 million years, and a com-

plete  stratum layer from the

Proterozoic Era.

It also has several thou-

sand varieties of animal and

plant fossils and rich phe-

nomena recording geologi-

cal disasters, and the evolu-

tion of rivers and karst.

 MNA/Xinhua

Three Gorges
region becomes
China’s largest
geological park

Back from Iraq, soldier dies in NJ car crash
BAGHDAD , 9 March—Army Reservist Rosendo Ricketts returned home Thursday

from more than a year of combat duty in Iraq and rushed into his wife’s arms carrying
a necklace with her name written on it in Arabic.

“He was so happy to see

me he pushed people down

to get to me,” Wanda

Ricketts said through tears

last night, adding that the

display of emotion was out

of character for her husband.

“He usually acts like Mr

Cool.”

Sgt. Ricketts was killed

in a car accident early Mon-

day at Fort Dix in New Jer-

sey, where his unit is prepar-

ing for demobilization, base

officials said.

Ricketts, 43, of

Brooklyn, was a member of

the 310th Military Police

Battalion, headquartered in

Uniondale. Members of the

unit, which returned from

Iraq last week, are preparing

to return to civilian life.

Ricketts apparently was

alone in his car when he lost

control shortly after 3 am,

according to base officials.

The vehicle slid off the road

on West Main Street in

Wrightstown, where the

army base is located, and

smashed into a house. The

incident happened, officials

said, in a heavy rain that was

mixed with snow.—Internet

WMO says developing nations vulnerable to
natural disasters

“There is great geographi-

cal inequality in the places

where natural disasters occur,”

WMO publication World Cli-
mate News reports.

Some 95 per cent of the

deaths caused by natural haz-

ards occur in developing coun-

tries while natural hazards

rarely cause large number of

deaths in industrialized nations,

it says.

For example, recent hurri-

canes in the US or typhoons in

Japan did not cause more than

500 deaths. Even devastating

category 5 hurricane

“Andrew” in 1992 caused less

than 100 deaths in the US, it

says.

 On the other hand, cat-

egory 5 hurricane “Mitch” in

1998 caused over 10,000

deaths in Central America. In

Bangladesh, an estimated

500,000 people were killed in

1970 cyclone and 140,000 in

1991 cyclone.

The report says though

there have been remarkable

developments in scientific and

engineering techniques in the

20th Century, scientists have

not yet succeeded in prevent-

ing natural hazards nor insu-

lating humans from their

effects.

 On the contrary, as popu-

lation increases and more land

is utilized, more people are at

risk from natural hazards. Be-

tween 1970s and 1990s, deaths

from natural diasters fell from

two million a decade to less

than 800,000. Yet the number

of people affected tripled to

2000 million. Economic losses

multiplied five times to some

629,000 million dollars in the

1990s, it says.

NEW DELHI , 9 March  — About 95 per cent of the total number of deaths due to
natural disasters occur in developing countries and the main reason for the “vulner-
ability” of such nations is their economic situation, World Meteorological Organiza-
tion says in a report.

 The report says one of the

most significant factors for de-

veloping countries being more

vulnerable is their economic

situation. Government and

most people in developing

countries cannot afford to pre-

pare for natural hazards, it says

and adds, lack of technology

and education, both of which

are associated with economic

hardship, are the other obsta-

cles. It says mitigating the ef-

fects of natural hazards in the

developing countries requires

a different perspective than in

developed countries.

 Pointing out that world is

also facing the emerging threats

related to climate change, the

report says global warming,

not only produces stronger

storms and sea-level rise, but

may also trigger rapid environ-

mental change.— MNA/PTI

This image taken by the Mars Exploration Rover Spirit’s navigation camera shows the
rocky landscape lying due east of the rover, with boulders as large as 1.6 feet dotting
the terrain. The east hills, over 1.3 miles away, can be seen to the far right.—INTERNET

An Iraqi picks up the pieces from a truck after it was damaged by a roadside bomb,
apparently intended for US military convoys, in Baghdad, Iraq, on  Tuesday, 9 March,

2004. The truck driver was killed.  —INTERNET
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Jordan to hold second
Iraq rebuilding

exhibition
 AMMAN , 9 March  — The Amman World Trade

Centre and the American Chamber of Commerce in
Jordan would jointly hold the second Iraq rebuilding
exhibition, Jordan Times reported Sunday.

 The exhibition, which includes a conference, would be

held during March 17-22 at the Amman International Motor

Show.

 The participants of the exhibition would get information

of the contracts from the Iraqi Programme Management

Office and opportunities of sharing the contracts, the report

said.

 Businessmen from 22 countries, such as the United

States, Jordan and Iraq, are expected to attend the exhibition.

 The first Iraq rebuilding exhibition, organized by the

Kallman Group of Waldwich, a US-based exhibition

management firm with more than 40 years of international

trade show experience, was held in last December in Amman.

 About 300 manufacturers from 21 countries displayed

their latest products and special services during the fair.

MNA/Xinhua
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 �IRAQ UNDER US OCCUPATION

US troops comb an area near the UN headquarters in Baghdad, Iraq , on Monday, 8 March, 2004,

following an attack by guerillas at a passing US military convoy. —INTERNET

An Iraqi boy looks at the scene of a rocket attack in a private house in Iraqi

capital Baghdad, on 8 March, 2004. —INTERNET

 Iraqis gather next to the debris at the former Foreign Ministry in Baghdad,

on Monday, 8 March, 2004 after rockets were fired overnight. The rockets

were apparently fired from an SUV, which was then torched, the culprits

fleeing the scene. —INTERNET

A US soldier stands next to demonstrating Iraqi women in the centre of the

Iraqi capital Baghdad on 8 March, 2004. Several hundred women

demanded more rights in a demonstration, marking International

Women's Day.—INTERNET

US soldiers stand guard at the scene of the rocket attacks in the Iraqi capital of Baghdad

on 7 March, 2004. —INTERNET
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Guard unit preparing to go home
delayed in Iraq

SPEARFISH, 9 March—A South Dakota National Guard unit that was preparing to
go home after serving nearly a year in Iraq won’t be leaving the Middle East after
all — at least not now.

Members of the Guard’s 740th Transpor-

tation Co. had transferred to Kuwait where

they handed in their weapons, gave their vehi-

cles to replacement troops and shipped most of

their personal belongings back to the states.

Then they got word that they would be

sent back to Iraq, minus some of their mili-

tary vehicles.

“It’s heart-wrenching for everyone,” said

Maj Harold Walker, public information of-

ficer for the South Dakota Army National

Guard. “By simple math, this unit will reach

365 days ‘boots on ground’ on 19 April. It

may have appeared they might go (home) a

bit early, but there’s still work to do.”

South Dakota Army National Guard Lt

Col Steven Dunn said the delay was “kind of

typical” of military operations. But he said

the equipment substitution was unusual and

of concern.More than 2,500 South Dakota

guardsmen and reservists were mobilized

for duty in 2003. Most of the soldiers are in

Iraq and beginning this spring, many of the

units will reach one year of service overseas.

“We haven’t heard about any problems

with the rotations, and we have no indica-

tions that rotations will push beyond 365

days ‘boots on ground,’” Walker said. “As

tough as it may sound, guard members know

that you don’t know when you’re leaving

until you’re on the plane.”

The 740th Transportation Company is

based out of Brookings and Milbank and has

140 members.

The delay has received attention from mem-

bers of South Dakota’s congressional delegation.

“I have heard from many soldiers and

families regarding the 740th Transportation

Company currently serving in Kuwait,” said

Senator Tom Daschle, D-SD.“I am particu-

larly disturbed by reports that these soldiers

lack basic equipment to perform their duties

safely.”A spokesman for Senator Tim

Johnson, D-SD, said he, too, was looking

into the matter.

Internet

First ever Indo-Pakistan theatre festival
begins in Lahore

ISLAMBAD , 9 March — The first ever Indo-Pakistan theatre festival, ‘Janani’, began in Lahore Sunday with 66
Indian artists arriving in the city to perform along with their Pakistani counterparts.

  Organized by a Pakistani progressive artists group

‘Ajoka Theatre’ to mark its 20th anniversary, the festival

will feature more than 18 plays focussing on women,

playwright and Ajoka co-ordinator, Shahid Nadeem told

PTI from Lahore.

  The week-long extravaganza is attended by 66 Indian

artists from five theatre groups.

  An attraction of the festival would be a performance by

the veteran Sehgal sisters. Ninety-three-year-old Indian

theatre personality Zohra Sehgal would feature along with

her sister from Pakistan, 87-year-old Uzra Butt. The duo

would perform Nadeem’s play “Aik Thee Naani”.

  Both Zohra and Uzra started their theatre career in

1930s’ Mumbai but were separated for over four decades

after partition.

  The Indian theatre groups taking part in the festival

includes Rangoli and Manch Rangmanch from Amritsar,

Ranga Karmee from Kolkata and Kitchen Katha from

Chandigarh.

  Nadeem, praising the governments of India and Pakistan

for their support to the event, said it is a “historic break-

through” for cultural relations between the two nations.

 India’s High Commissioner to Pakistan, Shivshankar

Menon, took part in the opening ceremony.   — MNA/PTI

Air India to commence bi-weekly
London-Ahmedabad flights

 “Boeing 747-400s will be pressed into

service for the direct flights, departing from

here on Friday and Sunday nights,”

V Thulasidas, chairman and managing di-

rector of Air India, said at a launching func-

tion here Saturday night.

 Complimenting the national carrier for

the new service, India’s High Commissoner

to Britain, Ronen Sen, said Ahmedabad

would become the third Indian city apart

from Delhi and Mumbai to have direct Air

India flights from London.

 “This will provide not only benefits to the

sizeable Gujarati community in this country

which is a vibrant community, it is also

deeply linked with India in terms of cultural

and kinship and contribute in strengthening

the bonds between India and Britain”.

 He said India has already been identified

by Lonely Planet, a well-known travel maga-

zine, as one of the preferred destinations.

Not only there has been a 13-per-cent in-

crease in the tourist traffic to India from

Britain, the number of people travelling on

business visas had gone up by 31 per cent.

 MNA/PTI

One dead ,

three missing
in  Maryland

boat  accident
BALTIMORE, 9 March —

Fire department and Coast

Guard teams searched on

Sunday for the bodies of three

people  believed to have died

after a water taxi capsized in

Baltimore’s Inner Harbour

and killed one person.

“We are in recovery mode

now, given the time they’ve

been in the water,” said

Kevin Cartwright, a Balti-

more Fire Department

spokesman.

One person was confirmed

dead and three were missing

and presumed dead, after

wind flipped over the 36-foot

boat during a “microburst”

thunderstorm on Baltimore’s

Inner Harbor on Saturday,

city officials said.

Twenty-one people were

pulled from the cold water

and plucked off the hull of

the overturned boat by Na-

val reservists, who were

credited with preventing

more deaths.

Two people, one of them

a child, suffered cardiac ar-

rest and were taken to the

hospital. The child was re-

suscitated, but a woman in

her 60s died, Fire Depart-

ment officials said.

 MNA/Reuters

US swimming in
debt

WASHINGTO N, 9 March — United States is rich beyond
dreams but at the same time swimming in debt, the
latest figures released by the US Federal Reserve show.

Rising house and stock

prices have pushed the total

net worth of US households

to a record  44.41 trillion

US dollars at the end of

2003.

However, the nation’s

debt also grew at a rapid

pace in 2003. It increased by

some 1.7 trillion US dollars

to touch 22.4 trillion US dol-

lars, the figures said.

Creditors abroad financed

about a third of the year’s

borrowing, roughly 5 per

cent of the nation’s total out-

put of products and serv-

ices.

Such heavy indebtedness,

says Allen Sinai of Decision

Economics, a consulting

firm, “is a time-bomb issue.

There are potential adverse

consequences, but we don’t

know when”.

Debt can hobble the

economy, said Sinai, author

of a recent study on the dan-

gers of ballooning budget

deficits along with Robert

E. Rubin, former Treasury

Secretary, and Peter Orszag,

a Brookings Institution

economist.

Sinai said that the house-

hold balance sheet seems

sound only because the price

of household assets, like

homes and stocks, are high

and interest rates are low.

Federal Reserve chair-

man Alan Grenspan de-

clared himself at a loss to

explain how a corrective

could be applied. He asked,

without providing an an-

swer: “Can market forces

incrementally defuse a

worrisome buildup in a na-

tion’s current account defi-

cit and net external debt

before a crisis more

abruptly does so?”

 MNA/PTI

North China province
posts record premium

growth
 SHIJIAZHUANG , 9 March — The insurance sector in

north China’s Hebei Province chalked up a record high
growth of 48.26 per cent in premiums last year, accord-
ing to the local industry regulatory commission.

 The annual growth rate

was 21.16 percentage

points higher than the na-

tional average of 27.1 per

cent, the second highest in

China, the industry watch-

dog says.

 In 2003, the province’s

premium income amounted

to 2.01 billion US dollars, an

increase of 655.3 million US

dollars over the previous

year, statistics from the

commission shows.

 More efforts will be

exerted to perfect the pro-

vincial insurance market

this year. Measures will in-

clude the establishment of

more joint-stock insurance

intermediate institutions to

help standardize the per-

formance of the local mar-

ket.

 China registered 46.75

billion US dollars in insur-

ance premiums in 2003, up

27.1 per cent over the pre-

vious year.

 MNA/Xinhua

Beagle 2, the British space probe which disappeared as it descended toward Mars, may
have been detected on the surface of the Red Planet, scientists said on March 8, 2004.
No signal has been received from the craft since it was due to land on Christmas Day
last year, despite various attempts by Mars orbiters and telescopes on Earth to make
   contact. An artist's impression shows the Beagle 2 lander on Mars. —INTERNET

An Iraqi girl

helps her

father as he

works on the

reconstruction

of an aban-

doned build-

ing at the al-

Rashid

military

compound in

Baghdad.

INTERNET

��� ��������	
�������������� ���	����������

 LONDON, 9 March— The long-awaited bi-weekly Air India direct flights from
London to Ahmedabad, in the western Indian state of Gujarat, will commence from
28 March, the airline announced here.
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* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per
month will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmar
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

*  The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build a
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

Efficient use of fuel

Efficient use of electricity
* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of electric-

ity only if there is not enough natural
light

* Use the least possible amount of electric-
ity required in production and service
enterprises

* Preventing waste of electricity benefits
the user and others

There are about 500,000 households us-
ing electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a
four-foot fluorescent lamp everyday by each
household amounts to saving power that is
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt power
station can supply.

* Do not be frightened whenever

   intimidated

* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appeased

All this needs to be known

My defective heart — myocardial Infarct — that needs
treatment abroad

Myat Tun OoMyat Tun OoMyat Tun OoMyat Tun OoMyat Tun Oo

(Continued from yesterday)
  Currently, there are

many new and moden

equipments and machines

in the Cardiac Medical Unit

and also at the Cardiac

Surgical Unit. Coronary ar-

tery study was done with

procedural coronary angi-

ogram. When the result of

the study came out, I was

heavily upset and also de-

pressed. One of the arteries

coming from the aorta was

blocked in two places (L A

D–left anterior descending).

At one place it was blocked

for (99) per cent and at the

other place, it was blocked

for (90) per cent.

    I thought that “I feel

fine,” but the result of the

angiogram, revealed,” You

are terribly ill”.

    Further more, a remark

was clearly written,” The

artery is blocked in two

places and that it has

plaque. It will be difficult

to make angioplasty (en-

larging the artery with bal-

loon) to left anterior de-

scending”. The crystal clear

remarks made me sick.

   In fact the responsible

doctor did not show me the

result. She had given the

documents to my wife.

However, in lightning

speed, grabbed it and read

it.

   That night, I could not

sleep even for a wink.

   I was blaming bluntly on

the unfairness of life with

no proper reason. “Why

me? Why this sort of diffi-

cult situation picked me up?

   On the following morn-

ing, the Senior Physician

came to my bed and said

that currently, the Yangon

General Hospital has many

new and modern types of

equipment, but however,

the Myanmar Physicians

(cardiology)) — for the

time being — has no expe-

rience in surgical interven-

tion for difficult cases like

my case, where two block-

ages existed in one artery.

He said that my artery was

accumulated with plaque,

and that he consoled me not

to get depressed.

   The Senior Physician

went on to say that one

foreign expert in cardiology

is scheduled to arrive

Yangon General Hospital,

and that this expert is ren-

dering treatment out of his

own good–will free of

charge to heart patients. All

the difficult cases will be

submitted to the foreign

expert for consideration, he

said. It may depend on my

luck to be selected by the

foreign expert in cardiol-

ogy, he added. He further

explained that the surgical

interventions on the heart

heart treating equipments.

   The operation theatre

was packed with Senior

Physicians (cardiac), Heart

Specialists, doctors, techni-

cians, and nurses. The Pro-

fessor and Head of Cardiac

Medical Unit was there

along with other observers.

Earlier, I thought it was “a

cool and stress-free work”,

but in actuality the treatment

involved complexity while

inserting small surgical in-

struments through the vein

at the base of the thigh up

to the heart. I was also a

witness to see that there was

no easy way out to perform

angioplasty (enlarging the

artery with balloon) and

placing stent in the artery

(putting spring like meshed

wire in the blocked artery).

Although I could not see the

actual performances of the

foreign expert and the

Myanmar physicians, as

there was a blockade of an

object in front of my vision,

I could hear them working

jointly.  The procedural

treatment was not an easy

one. Not as easy as I

thought, However, the sur-

gical intervention was suc-

cessful. I was brought in to

the operation theatre at

09:00 hours and was taken

out at 1030 hours. The net

treating time was only fif-

teen minutes. After two

months, I visited again as a

follow up treatment to the

Cardiac Medical Unit of the

Yangon General Hospital,

and had my E C G moni-

tored. The E C G was being

read out as a good result and

that my arteries in the heart

are functioning properly, ex-

cept some minor damages

were permanently inflicted

as scars. On the whole, my

heart is fine.

   I have to continue on

medication for about one

year.

   I was reading the instruc-

patients would be carried

out jointly with the foreign

expert and the Myanmar

Physicians.

   In case, if the foreign

expert did not select me,

then the hospital officials

would render necessary re-

commendation to enable me

to go abroad and take treat-

ment at my own expense,

the Physician explained

with soft sentiments.

    My defective heart —

Myocardial Infarct — may

now require taking treat-

ment abroad. I came home

on 14 November 2003 after

having my angiogram. On

this occasion, I am home

again with a very heavy

heart. It was because; that I

am carrying a defective

heart that needs treatment in

a foreign country.

   What should I do, if I

was not selected out of

many difficult heart cases?

   One could easily suggest

that “Go abroad”, since the

case was MyocardialInfarct

that needs to take treatment

abroad. How much it will

cost for the treatment

abroad?

   No substantial and con-

crete answer was received

from my friends as they

have had their own differ-

ent experiences in the cases

of treatment abroad, and

thus, I could not calculate

how much it might cost.

   On 17 November 2003,

it was learnt that foreign ex-

pert cardiologist Dr Patrick

J. Simpson of Carolina from

the States had arrived

Yangon.  Phone rang at 9:00

am., and it was from the

Senior Nurse of the Cardiac

Medical Unit of the Yangon

General Hospital, who said

“U Mya Tun, Please come

immediately to the Cardiac

Medical Unit. Your case is

being selected by the for-

eign expert for treatment”.

    I arrived Yangon Gen-

eral Hospital for the third

time at 10:00 hours in the

morning. The doctors ex-

ecuted initial clinical exami-

nation. The blood thinning

injection was shot at me in

the same morning. I was

advised to take only a small

amount of food in the

evening, as I was to undergo

surgical intervention the

following morning. Before

bed, again I was given an-

other vial of blood thinning

injection.

   I was in the large opera-

tion theatre of the Cardiac

Catheterization Unit of the

hospital.

   The operation theatre

was very much similar to

the types that I had seen in

the foreign movies and tel-

evision serials. The room

was equipped with modern

tions — what to avoid and

what to abide — given to

me in neat and tidy hand-

writing on the hospital dis-

charge certificate

*****  Do not Smoke.

* Do not stay near a person

who is smoking.

*  Do not consume animal

fats (fats derived from

beef, pork, sheep, goat),

butter, milk cream, and

coconut milk, egg yolks.

* Any item that taste sweet

on the tongue. (This for

Diabetic Patient)

*  Eat vegetables and as

much as fish

*  Be sure to take regular

medication

*  Be regular to visit hospi-

tal.

*  Take appropriate exercise

regularly. Take walking

exercise for about 20

minutes.

*  For consultation on heart

check up, please contact

first at Emergency Unit

of the Yangon General

Hospital.

     My defective heart —

— myocardial infarct —

that needs treatment abroad

has been treated success-

fully at the Yangon General

Hospital.

*****

The 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day commemorative postcard.

erage per-capita GDP of

6,200 US dollars by 2020,”

said Huang at an ongoing

session of the National Peo-

ple’s Congress (NPC).

  Guangdong’s GDP has

been beefed up with an av-

erage of 13.4 per cent a year

over the past 25 years since

1979 and reached 1,345 bil-

lion yuan in 2003, or 11.5

per cent of the national to-

tal. The southern economic

powerhouse plans to raise

its per-capita GDP to 3,100

US dollars by 2010, the

governor noted.

  Huang also warned that

the accomplishment of the

ambition of his province

might be affected by such

factors as an imbalanced

economic growth, an ever

widening gap between ru-

ral and urban areas, an eco-

nomic growth mode seek-

ing large investment, high

energy consumption and the

ensuing grave pollution, and

numerous structural con-

straints.

  The provincial governor

also noted that legislative

means and other measures

have been taken by his

province for protecting the

lawful rights of the rural

farmers and having their

wages and salaries paid

timely and in full.

   At present, there are 30

million rural farmers in

Guangdong, with one-third

of them migrated from other

provinces or autonomous

regions. “They have con-

tributed tremendously to the

province’s economic

growth and it is crucial to

maintaining local economic

prosperity and social stabi-

lity and their lawful rights

from infringement should

be protected well,” said

Huang.

  The governor vowed a

strict and meticulous in-

spection of industries and

businesses which employ a

large rural workforce so as

to ensure rural labours are

paid adequately and timely.

And he also warned of a

severe penalty on payoff

defaults.

 MNA/Xinhua

Guangdong Province targets for basic modernization by 2020
BEIJING, 9 March —

South China’s Guangdong

Province, one of the eco-

nomic powerhouses in the

country, has both capacity

and resolve to lead the other

parts of the country in ma-

terializing basic moderniza-

tion by the year 2020, Gov-

ernor Huang Huahua said

here Sunday.

 “After more than two de-

cades of reform and open-

ing up, Guangdong Prov-

ince, which has a solid eco-

nomic foundation and accu-

mulated much experience in

reform and opening, is fully

capable and resolved to lead

other areas in the Pearl

River Delta to realize basic

modernization with an av-
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Minister U Aung Thaung receives Ms Ellen Yonghi Han and party. — INDUSTRY-1 Minister Maj-Gen Htay Oo visits the booth of the Ministry of Cooperatives.
COOPERATIVES

The combined team destroying the 12-acre poppy plantation on Pansali Mountain
Range in Shan State (East) on 28-2-2004. — MNA

The combined team members destroy the poppy plantation on Pansali Mountain Range
in Shan State (East) on 28-2-2004. — MNA

YANGON, 9 March —

Minister for Cooperatives

Maj-Gen Htay Oo inspected

the booth for the 59th Anni-

Minister visits Armed Forces Day booth
versary Armed Forces Day

of the ministry at the De-

fence Services Museum here

today. The minister was con-

ducted round the booth by

heads of department and of-

ficials of the ministry.

 MNA

YANGON, 9 March—

Poppy plantations are being

destroye during the 2003-

2004 poppy cultivation sea-

son. A combined team com-

prising members of local

Tatmadawmen, local intelli-

gence unit, Myanmar Police

Force, Shan State (East) Spe-

cial Region-4 and local peo-

ple destroyed 12 acres of

poppy plantations illegally

grown on Pansali mountain

range north-east of Wunshan

Village, Shan State (East) on

28 February, putting the to-

tal number of the already-

destroyed acres of poppy

plantations illegally grown

in the region as far as 28

February 2004 to  6618.476.

MNA

12 acres of poppy plantations in
Shan State (East) destroyed

Industry-1
Minister receives
Chinese guests
YANGON, 9 March —

Minister for Industry-1 U

Aung Thaung received Ms

Ellen Yonghi Han, Project

Manager of China National

Machinery & Equipment

Import & Export Corpora-

tion, and party at his office at

the ministry at 2.30 pm to-

day. Present on the occasion

were Deputy Minister Brig-

Gen Kyaw Win, directors-

general and managing direc-

tors of departments and en-

terprises. — MNA

18 killed as cyclone hits
Madagascar

ANTANANARIVO, 9 March

— Eighteen people were

killed and at least 50,000 were

left homeless after a tropical

cyclone hit the giant Indian

Ocean island of Madagascar,

in what was likely to be the

country’s worst storm in 10

years.

 Radio Madagasikara said

on Monday two people were

killed by a falling tree, an-

other person was electrocuted

and 10 others drowned as the

cyclone swept across the is-

land at the weekend.

 Five died in the northern

town of Maroantsetra which

was still under water after

cyclone-related flooding, it

said.

 “There is very little in-

formation on the extent of the

damage, but it’s predicted to

be the most serious cyclone

for 10 years,” said Roy

Probert, Africa spokesman for

the International Federation

of Red Cross and Red Cres-

cent Societies in Geneva.

 Madagascar issued a cy-

clone alert on Saturday as

Tropical Cyclone Gafilo ap-

proached, gaining speeds of

up to 124 miles par hour.

 Gafilo made landfall late

on Sunday before churning

across the northern part of the

giant Indian Ocean island,

destroying buildings, uproot-

ing trees and flooding towns.

 The government was call-

ing the cyclone a “national

emergency” and appealed for

food, water and medicine af-

ter the tempest left as many as

50,000 people homeless, ac-

cording to initial reports.

 Foreign Minister Marcel

Ranjeva appealed on Mon-

day for international aid for

the vanilla-producing island.

 The French Army was

set to fly in an emergency

water treatment facility for

20,000 people and shelter for

10,000 people from neigh-

bouring Reunion, a French

territory, the Red Cross’s

Probert said.— MNA/Reuters

Pakistan, UAE  sign three agreementS
ISLAMABAD, 9 March  —

Pakistan and the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) here Mon-

day signed three agreements

including an extradition

treaty, according to the offi-

cial Associated Press of
Pakistan.

The agreements, signed

during the one-day visit of

UAE Deputy Prime Minis-

ter and Minister of State for

Foreign Affairs Sheikh

Hamdan Bin Zayed Al-

Nahyan to Pakistan, are re-

lated to extradition  of crimi-

nals, the recognition and en-

forcement of judgment in

civil and commercial mat-

ters as well as protocols on

media and cultural coopera-

tion.  The two sides also inked

six loan agreements totalling

265 million US dollars to

finance vital hydropower and

water projects in Pakistan

with emphasis that the con-

struction should commence

as  soon as possible.

 MNA/Xinhua

IAF to hold largest-ever firepower display
NEW DELHI, 9 March  —

Indian Air Force (IAF) will

undertake its largest ever

firepower display at Chandan

air ground  range in Pokhran,

west India’s Rajasthan

Pradesh, on March 14.

All the fighter aircraft in

the inventory of the IAF in-

cluding the just inducted SU-

30MKI  and mid-air

refuellers would display their

precision strikes.

The Press Trust of India
(PTI) Monday quoted an IAF

spokesman as saying that it

would be for the first time

that the force would  put up a

firepower display in a phased

manner to showcase its ca-

pability in the air defence,

battle field interdiction and

close  air support.

The firepower demon-

stration to be held for the

first time since  1999 would

be climaxed by an acrobatic

display by the IAF Surya

Kiran team.

 MNA/Xinhua

 NZ eco growth expected to slow in next  two years
 WELLINGTON, 9 March

— The economy of New Zea-

land has grown faster than

expected but the growth rate

is likely to fall off earlier

than expected, the New Zea-

land Institute of Economic

Research (NZIER) said here

Tuesday.

 The institute’s March

quarter forecasts are for an

annual growth rate of 3.3 per

cent in the year to March

2004, up from a forecast of

2.7 per cent for the period

made in December.

 The institute also

upped its forecast for the

March 2005 year, to 2.5 per

cent from the 2.3 per cent it

forecast in December.

 But the growth rate is

now expected to slip to a

trough of 1.9 per cent in the

March 2006 year, instead of

the previously forecast 2.5

per cent.

 NZIER senior econo-

mist Doug Steel said the de-

layed effects of the strong

NZ dollar will filter into do-

mestic spending by 2006

when house building is also

expected to be softer than

previously thought.

 Despite the expected

growth slowdown, Mr.

Steel still thought the Re-

serve Bank would raise the

official cash rate on Thurs-

day.

 MNA/Xinhua

Brazil , Portugal
agree on

migration, trade
BRASILIA,9 March — Bra-

zil and Portugal decided to

conclude this year the proc-

ess of mutual regularization

of illegal migrants and fur-

ther boost their trade, Brazil-

ian President Luiz Inacio Lula

da Silva said on Monday.

Lula made the remarks after

meeting here with visiting

Prime Minister Jose Manuel

Durao Barroso of Portugal,

the only country with which

Brazil holds regular meetings

at the presidential level.  Lula

thanked the Portuguese Gov-

ernment for the measures it

has taken to deal with the

situation of Brazilian immi-

grants and promised to facili-

tate the control of illegal Por-

tuguese immigrants in Brazil

before the end of this year.

 MNA/Xinhua
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Lt-Gen Ye Myint gives instructions to officials concerned at the Meiktila Bypass Project. (News on page 16) — MNA

Chinese offshore oil giant aims at
7% output rise

BEIJING , 9 March— China National Offshore Oil Corp (CNOOC) aims to in-
crease its domestic oil and natural gas output by 7 per cent by 2008.

Multiplication table  from 1,800
years ago found in China

output of 12 million tons of

oil products.

 The gas business will

play a growing role in

downstream business, Fu

said.

 The CNOOC is build-

ing China’s first two lique-

fied natural gas (LNG)

projects in South China’s

Guangdong Province and

east China’s Fujian Prov-

ince, using LNG imports

from Australia and Indone-

sia.—MNA/Xinhua

The company plans to

raise its domestic oil and

gas production to 40 mil-

lion cubic metres of oil

equivalent by 2008 from 37

million cubic metres last

year, said Fu Chengyu,

chairman of the CNOOC,

quoted by Tuesday’s China
Daily.

 In 2008 the company’s

turnover is expected to ex-

ceed 20 billion US dollars

and the profit oil (the

amount of oil it can get

from joint production with

foreign partners) of both

domestic and overseas pro-

duction to rise to 220 mil-

lion barrels of oil equiva-

lent from 130 million last

year.

 Overseas production

will make up 30 per cent

of the company’s total in

2008, he said.

 Other than an output

rise, downstream business,

including petrochemical

complexes, refineries and

fertilizers, is another focus

for CNOOC, which aims to

catch up with its interna-

tional rivals, Fu said.

 The investment in its

downstream business will

top 100 billion yuan (12 bil-

lion US dollars) in the next

five years, accounting for 30

per cent of the company’s

total investment, half of

which comes from its local

and overseas partners, Fu

said.

 “Middle and down-

stream business will be-

come the pillar industry of

the company,” said Fu

“The business structure

change will help the com-

pany become a real inte-

grated energy company.”

 The CNOOC, the par-

ent company of the Hong

Kong and New York-listed

CNOOC Ltd., is building a

world-class petrochemical

complex with Shell in south

China’s Guangdong Prov-

ince.

It also plans to build its

first refinery with an annual

HK govt launches learning
programme for women

HONG KONG, 9 March — To celebrate International
Women’s Day, the Women’s Commission of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region government
launched on Monday a large scale tailor-made learn-
ing programme for women.

 Speaking at a reception to celebrate the International

Women’s Day and the launching of the “Capacity Build-

ing Mileage Programme”, the chairperson of the Wom-

en’s Commission, Sophie Leung Lau Yau-fun, said women

have to embark on capacity building and self improve-

ment all the time to meet the new challenges and grasp

new opportunities of the new century.

 Leung noted an important objective of the programme

is to equip women with a positive mindset and values

which would help them in facing different life challenges

and coping with adversities.

 The convenor of the Steering Committee on Capacity

Building Mileage Programme, Agnes Yeung Law Koon-

chui, said the programme caters for the interests and needs

of women, and the contents are highly relevant to their

daily lives.

 “We are glad that 35 non-governmental organizations

have agreed to organize supplementary learning activi-

ties, such as tutorial classes and peer group activities,”

she said. — MNA/Xinhua

Zimbabwe
seizes US

plane ,

“mercenaries”
HARARE, 9 March—

Zimbabwe has seized a US-

registered cargo plane with

64 suspected mercenaries of

various nationalities and a

cargo of “military material”,

Home Affairs (Interior)

Minister Kembo Mohadi

said on Monday.

 “A United States of

America-registered Boeing
727-100 cargo plane was

detained last night at about

1930 hours (1730 GMT) at

Harare International Airport

after its owners had made a

false declaration of its cargo

and crew,” Mohadi said in

a statement.

 “The plane was actually

carrying 64 suspected mer-

cenaries of various nation-

alities,” he said, adding that

an investigation had also

revealed “military material”

in the cargo.  Mohadi said

fuller investigations were

under way to establish the

identity of the men and the

nature of their mission.

There was no word on where

the airplane arrived from, or

whether Zimbabwe was its

destination.  Mohadi said a

fuller statement would be re-

leased “in due course”.

 MNA/Reuters

Chinese , Scottish scientists to
cooperate

 BEIJING, 9 March— Chinese and Scottish scientists ex-

changed ideas for cooperation on Monday at a sympo-

sium titled “Sino-Scottish Science — Sharing Ideas” or-

ganized by the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and

the Royal Society of Edinburgh (RSE).

 An official from the CAS Bureau of International Co-

operation said the event was a platform for future aca-

demic cooperation between Chinese and Scottish scien-

tists.  Both sides hope to carry out substantive coopera-

tion in research, the official said.

 The scientists, 10 Chinese and 10 Scottish, are sched-

uled to focus on botany and genetics, nanotechnology,

optoelectronics and public understanding of sciences.

 The Scottish scientists are from the University of Glas-

gow, the  University of Edinburgh, Heriot-Watt Univer-

sity and the University of Dundee.— MNA/Xinhua

WHO says millions of Pacific
kids not immunized

 WELLINGTON , 9 March—Millions of children in the
Pacific region are not immunized against potentially
deadly diseases such as Hepatitis B and measles, said
speakers at a UNICEF- World Health Organization
(WHO) conference which opened in Auckland on
Monday.

 The conference, which

was jointly organized by the

United Nations Children’s

Fund and WHO, attracted

delegates from 18 Pacific

countries, many of which

are grappling with low im-

munization rates among

children, according to The
Dominion Post Tuesday.

The paper quoted WHO

regional adviser on immu-

nization Yang Baoping as

saying that seven million

children in the western Pa-

cific region were not immu-

nized.

 Poor measles immuniza-

tion rates have been a lead-

ing cause of death in the

region, particularly in Papua

New Guinea where 17 chil-

dren died of measles in the

2001-2002 financial year.

 And more than half of

the world’s deaths from

Hepatitis B are in the west-

ern Pacific area.  WHO

aimed to have a 95-per-cent

measles immunization rate

in the region as soon as pos-

sible.

 At present it is about 80

per cent.

 New Zealand Health

Ministry national immuni-

zation manager Clair Mills

said about 85 per cent of

New Zealand children are

immunized against a range

of diseases, including mea-

sles, polio and Hepatitis B,

but the ministry targets a

95-per-cent immunization.

 The national immuniza-

tion register will start in

July, and will provide an

immunization history for

each child, Mills said.

 MNA/Xinhua

 The table was disco-

vered on a 22centimetre-

long wooden strip which

was broken when it was dis-

covered and the handwrit-

ing on it is quite illegible.

 “We can see that the

multiplication table begins

at nine times nine equals 81,

in a sequence that is the

inverted opposite of mo-

dern tables, which start at

one times one is one,” said

Zhang Chunlong, a research

member with Hunan Ar-

chaeological Research Insti-

tute.

This is the second

time Zhang has come across

traditional Chinese multipli-

cation tables inscribed on

wooden strips. The others

were found on a wooden

strip of the Qin Dynasty

(221 BC-206 BC), the old-

est ever discovered in

China, excavated at a site

in Liye City in Hunan Pro-

vince in June 2002.

 An expert with China

Cultural Relics Research

Institute said another multi-

plication table similar to the

newly unearthed one was

discovered in documents

from Loulan, which was

written on two pieces of

paper and discovered by

Swedish explorer Sven

Hedin a century ago.

 “Ancient Chinese were

not the only people invent-

ing multiplication tables as

they have also been disco-

vered on the clay tablets

from ancient Babylon,” said

Liu Dun, director of the In-

stitute of History of Natu-

ral Sciences, Chinese Acad-

emy of Sciences.

 “But as the pronuncia-

tion of Chinese words is

monosyllabic, the traditional

Chinese multiplication table

can be read smoothly and

easily to be remembered

and used,” said Liu.

 The excavation of the

Gurendi cultural relics site

began in April 1987. So far,

90 wooden strips of the

Eastern Han Dynasty have

been unearthed, covering a

wide variety of subjects,

including laws and regula-

tions, prescriptions, official

documents, letters, calen-

dars and multiplication ta-

bles.

 MNA/Xinhua

CHANGSHA, 9 March— Archaeologists claimed that they had found a multipli-
cation table at the Gurendi cultural relics of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220) in
Zhangjiajie, central China’s Hunan Province.
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CORRIGENDUM
In the news “Evidence confirms ancient Tagaung

city situated on west bank of  Ayeyawady”, which ap-

peared on page 10 of yesterday’s paper, please read

“Momeik Chronicle” instead of the book on the “History

of Momeik”, and “at present” instead of “in reality” in the

first paragraph. In  the fifth paragraph,  please read “since

the pre-historic  time” instead of “since  time immemo-

rial”.—Ed
The MAPT team and the CPT team in action in the 2003-2004 football season soccer tournament. — MNA

The MAPT team which beat the CPT team 2-1 in the soccer tournament. — MNA

MAPT beat CPT 2-1 in
First Division Soccer Tourney
YANGON, 9 March — The football match of the

2003-2004 football season First Division Soccer Tourna-

ment was held at the Padonma sports ground in Sangyoung

Township here at 3.30 pm today. The Myanma Agricul-

tural Produce Trading team beat the Communications,

Posts and Telegraphs team 2-1.

The two goals for the MAPT team were scored by

S' Htet Naing Win and Myo Hlaing Oo. The single goal

for CPT team was scored by Thant Zin Tun. The referee

of the match was U Thein Myaing, it is learnt.

MNA

LOS ANGELES, 9 March — Officials at one of

California’s most prestigious unversities on Monday

apologized for a widening scandal over the sale of body

parts from donated cadavers but declined to shut down

the beleaguered programme. Meanwhile, families of

donors to the Willed Body Programme University of

California at Los Angeles said they will sue the university,

claiming that officials there must have condoned the sale

of their relatives’ remains.

Two people, including the programme

administrator, were arrested over the weekend and accused

of selling body parts from the university’s body freezer to

medical research laboratories.

 Ernest Nelson, 46, said he bought parts from more

than 800 cadavers over the past six years with the consent

of programme administrator Henry Reid, who was arrested

on Sunday on suspicion of grand theft. At a tense news

conference on Monday, UCLA officials said police had

served a search warrant on the offices of the Willed Body

Programme and added the investigation could result in

more arrests and federal charges if body parts crossed

state lines.

 “These alleged crimes violate the trust of the

donors, their families and of UCLA,” Dr Gerald Levey,

vice chancellor of UCLA School of Medicine. “We are

deeply sorry.” Levey said there were no indications that

any of the anatomical specimens were used for anything

other than medical research. UCLA attorney Louis Marlin

said university officials had no reason to suspect any

wrongdoing and had, in fact, sworn last week in an

unrelated lawsuit that the programme was running

smoothly under Reid.

That lawsuit, filed in 1996 by relatives of donors,

accused the UCLA programme of cremating thousands of

donated bodies along with the remains of animals used in

laboratory experiments.

Reid, 54, a licensed embalmer, was hired to keep

better track of the 175 bodies donated each year to UCLA

to be used by medical students and researchers.

Officials said the 54-year-old Willed Body

Programme, the nation’s  oldest, will not shut down even

temporarily during the investigation. —MNA/Reuters

California university
apologizes for body parts

scandal

Putin praises women
NOVO-OGARYOVO (Russia), 9 March — President

Vladimir Putin, sure to win re-election in six days, on

Monday lauded the traditional homemakers’ role on

Women’s Day — the occasion for effusive praise of

Russia’s long-suffering women.

He presented medals and flowers to women who

had distinguished themselves in the past year, including

a policewoman, a businesswoman and a museum manager,

who sat beaming under the weight of their neat bouquets.

“March 8 is undoubtedly a day to celebrate women:

their kindness, their beauty and their wisdom,” Putin said

at his country house in a forest outside Moscow.

“One of their main privileges is to uphold the

family, to raise children, and to fill homes with warmth

and comfort,” a smiling Putin said before offering his

guests tea and champagne.

“Even on a holiday, there are women who are

taking part in ceaseless work. They are baking bread,

treating the sick and working in other areas that are not

typically female.” Putin, far ahead in a field of six in next

Sunday’s contest, has eschewed official campaigning.

MNA/Reuters

TOKYO, 9 March —

Japanese experts advised

Monday in a report to

redesign the H-2A rocket’s

booster nozzles which was

blamed for a serious launch

failure. The carbon fibre

nozzles are easy to be

burned into a hole by fire,

said the report delivered by

a 14-member research panel

of the official Space

Activities Commission.

In the failed launch

last November, hot fuel gas

leaking from the hole

damaged a wire which was

Japan eyes improvement of

“H-2A” rocket
supposed to separate the

booster from the rocket.

Ground controllers

detonated the H-2A, alone

with two spy satellites

on it.

The H-2A rocket is

the backbone in space

exploration projects of the

Japan Aerospace Explora-

tion Agency. The blast

grounded Japan’s launch

plan for a year. The agency

plans to send a weather

satellite into space with the

H-2A in November.

MNA/Xinhua

Thai economy enjoys second
highest growth rate after

China
 BANGKOK, 9 March — Thailand’s economy grew

7.8 per cent in the fourth quarter of 2003 and 6.7 per cent

for the whole year, the second highest after China,

according to the National Economic and Social

Development Board (NESDB) Monday.

Chakramon Phasukavanich, NESDB’s secretary-

general, was quoted by the Thai News Agency as saying

that China enjoyed the economic growth of 9.1 per cent

last year, as the global economy grew 3.2 per cent, with

the United States expanding 3.1 per cent, the European

Union (EU) 0.7 per cent, and Japan 2.7 per cent.

The Thai economic growth of 7.8 per cent in the

final quarter of last year was much higher than targeted,

he said.

The NESDB chief said that the non-agricultural

sector grew 8 per cent as a result of the improvement in

the construction, financial service, local consumption, and

exports.

The farm sector expanded 6.3 per cent, as the

industrial sector grew 10.7 per cent, boosted by the

significant improvement in the construction, automobile,

machinery and electrical appliance industries.

The financial sector grew 18.2 per cent, he noted.

With the continued increase in trade, investment,

and exports, NESDB projected that the country’s economy

would expand 7-8 per cent this year.

In particular, direct investment by foreign investors,

which would play a key role in boosting the economic

growth, had begun to gain momentum, he disclosed.

Chakramon said he believed the outbreak of bird

flu in the country would reduce the annual economic

growth by only 0.4 per cent.

But he conceded the avian influenza outbreak,

which continued until early this year, would have an effect

on some sections of the economy in the first half, but the

impact would ease in the second quarter.

He said the national think tank targeted to see the

export grow 17 per cent, with a total value of around 7.65

billion US dollars a month, and the import expand 19 per

cent this year on the assumption that the economy would

enjoy an 8 per cent growth.

 MNA/Xinhua

HAMI (Xinjiang), 9

March — Two miners were

confirmed dead in the coal

mine flooding accident in

northwest China’s Xinjiang

Uygur Autonomous Region,

while 7 are still missing.

Bodies of 2 miners

were found at 9 am and

9:30 am respectively on

Monday, said Tian

Guangxiong, an official

with Xinjiang coal mine

security supervision bureau.

Another 7 miners

were still missing, Tian

said, and the possibility of

their survival was small.

The accident hap-

pened in the No 2 Mine

owned by a drilling

company of Xinjiang Hami

Coal Corporation at 8:50

am Sunday when 49 miners

were working below

ground.

Twenty-five miners

managed to escape, and

another 15 were rescued at

3:35 am, Monday.

 MNA/Xinhua

New school
building opened

YANGON, 9 March —

A new school building of

the Nangmon village

primary school in Hsihseng

Township was opened with

ceremony  on 28 February.

The building was built by

Cetana Foundation (Japan)

Nippon Foundation (Japan)

and local people. Township

Peace and Development

Council Chairman U Saw

Oo, Township Education

Officer Daw Nan Ngwe

Ngwe and Cetana

Foundation Chairman Mr

Tirano formally opened it

by cutting a ribbon.—MNA

7 still missing in Xinjiang
coal mine flooding
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Wellwishers invited for
sinking tube-wells

YANGON, 9 March— The Development Affairs

Committees under the Ministry for Progress of Border

Areas and National Races and Development Affairs are

making concerted efforts in sinking tube-wells in order to

get sufficient fresh water in rural areas in States and Di-

visions where water is scarce. One 200 feet deep two-inch

diameter tube-well costs K 250,000; one 400 feet deep

two-inch diametre tube-well costs K 500,000; and one

200 feet deep four-inch diametre tube-well costs K

500,000. Those wishing to donate cash for the tube-well

sinking projects for rural areas may contact the Director-

General (Tel: 01-245420 & 253088), the Deputy Direc-

tor-General (Tel: 01-240118), the Director (Engineering)

(Tel: 01-291967), the Director (Sagaing Division Devel-

opment Affairs Committee) (Tel: 071-21012), the Direc-

tor (Magway Division Development Affairs Committee)

(Tel: 063-23164) and the Director (Mandalay Division

Development Affairs Committee ) (Tel: 02-54657).

 MNA
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TRADE MARK CAUTION
NISSAN CHEMICAL

INDUSTRIES LTD.,  a

company incorporated in

Japan of 7-1, 3-chome,

K a n d a - N i s h i k i - c h o ,

Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan,

is the Owner of the follow-

ing Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 1272/1985
in respect of “(1) “Herbicides

and their active ingredients”

in International Class 5. (2)

“ N i t r o g e n - c o n t a i n i n g

heterocyclic compounds,

especially ethyl 2-{4-(6-

chloro-2-quinoxalyloxy)

phenoxy} propionate” in

International Class 1”.

   Fraudulent imitation or

unauthorised use of the said

Trade Mark will be dealt with

according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L

for NISSAN CHEMICAL
INDUSTRIES LTD.,
P.O. Box 60, Yangon.

Dated: 10 March,  2004

Four injured in
fire at Bulgaria’s

government
building

SOFIA, 9 March —  Four

people were injured when a

fire broke out Saturday mid-

night at the ground floor of a

Bulgarian Government

building, the Bulgarian
news agency reported Sun-

day.

The four injured in-

cluded two firemen and two

employees. Fireman Dimitar

Dimitrov was still in critical

condition after he  fell from

a ladder while fighting the

raging flames.

Over 80 firemen fought

the flames for nearly two

hours before  putting it un-

der control by Sunday

morning.  A government li-

brary and some media ar-

chives gathered over the

years were believed  dam-

aged in the fire,  the Prime

Minister’s spokesperson

Dimitar  Tsonev said.

MNA/Xinhua

Nigerians appealed to cooperate
in fighting eco crimes

Uganda to set up
village health

teams
countrywide

KAMPALA, 9 March —

Village health teams (VHTs)

are to be set up in every

village of Uganda to

strengthen health services at

grassroots level, the Minis-

try of Health has said.

Richard Okwii, senior

official from the ministry

was quoted on Monday by

local media as saying that the

move aimed at boosting health

primary care at village levels

is the first component of a

wide health sector strategic

plan by the ministry.

Speaking at a closing cer-

emony of a training work-

shop of 10 VHTs, Okwii said

the strategy would fill the long

awaited gap that has existed

between the ministry and the

communities at the grassroots.

Coordinator of the train-

ing programme Kettie

Bagamba said the VHTs were

responsible for overseeing

health situations in their re-

spective villages.

She said if people are to

get quality services, they

themselves needed to be fully

involved in health projects and

this was the basis of the VHTs.

She said the number of

medical personnel in the coun-

try was still far too small to

reach everyone in need of

health services and this had

often caused portioning of

blame among health officials.

“We want services to get

closer to people, but for a long

time we have not been able to

achieve this due to the limited

number of medical personnel

available for the exercise.

With implementation of the

VHTs concept, we are confi-

dent that finally health serv-

ices will reach all,” she added.

MNA/Xinhua

Nigeria’s new
national airline

ready to fly
LAGOS, 9 March — The

Nigeria Eagle Airline ex-

pected to replace the ailing

national carrier Nigeria Air-

ways is ready to fly, a senior

official of the Nigeria Civil

Aviation Authority (NCAA)

said Sunday.

NCAA Director-General

Fidelis Onyeyiri told report-

ers at the weekend in Niger-

ia’s commercial capital La-

gos that the proposed national

carrier had officially notified

the NCAA on its prepared-

ness to start full operation

soon. He said the new airline

had applied for Airline Op-

erating Certificate (AOC).

“There are other areas of

procedures that need proper

documentation, which they

(Nigeria Eagle Airline) are

following,” he said.

MNA/Xinhua

ABUJA, 9 March — The

Nigerian Federal Govern-

ment on Sunday appealed to

the people to support and co-

operate with the Economic

and Financial Crimes Com-

mission (EFCC) to crack

down on economic and fi-

nancial crimes.

Speaking at a news fo-

rum in the capital Abuja,

Nuhu Ribadu, executive

chairman of the EFCC, said

the Nigerian people should “

support and cooperate with

the EFCC in the discharge of

its duties. ”

Without the support of the

public, Ribadu said, the EFCC

would “find it difficult to dis-

charge its responsibilities ef-

fectively.”

The EFCC executive

chairman said that corruption

had eaten deep into the Nige-

rian system and that it was the

responsibility of all Nigerians

to give their support to chang-

ing the trend.

“In Nigeria you do what

you like and nothing happens

to you. We don’t follow law

and order, no due process, but

we are happy that it is chang-

ing now,” he said.

“How can you explain, for

example, in a country of 130

million people with a record

like our own in terms of cor-

ruption and no individual is

serving jail term for corrup-

tion or smuggling?” he asked.

Ribadu likened Nigeria to

a jungle where there were no

laws, saying: “We don’t have

a law and order culture and

that’s why so many institu-

tions are not working.”

He said that no amount of

blackmail would stop the com-

mission from carrying out its

“enormous task,” promising

that members of the commis-

sion would do their job with

all honesty.

He noted that the majority

of  Nigerians were tired of the

level of corruption and other

economic crimes in the coun-

try and that the government

was spending so much with-

out any visible change.

“We want all Nigerians to

come along and join the com-

mission in making the coun-

try free of all crimes,” he said.

The EFCC, set up eight

months ago, is charged with

the responsibility of eliminat-

ing various crimes, including

smuggling, fraud, oil pipeline

vandalism and other financial

crimes.

MNA/Xinhua

One killed, houses damaged
in floods in eastern Australia

CANBERRA, 9 March —

One boy drowned and hun-

dreds of homes were dam-

aged when heavy rains, gale

winds and floodings hit Aus-

tralia’s eastern states of

Queensland and New South

Wales since Friday night.

Roads have been cut by

rising waters and uprooted

trees while power was cut to

thousands of houses, the Aus-

tralian Broadcasting Corpo-

ration radio reported Satur-

day. A 10-year old boy died

when he was swept to a

flooded creek in northern New

South Wales. His body was

found Saturday morning.

MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese doctor to attempt 49-day fast
for world record

CHENGDU,  9 March — A 50-year-old Chinese herbalist doctor announced Sunday
he will fast for 49 days to challenge the world record of 44 days set by US magician
David Blaine in October in London.

 A second-generation doctor of traditional

Chinese medicine, Chen Jianmin will begin

the life-challenging adventure on March 20.

He will have no food, but he will drink water

over the 49-day  ordeal.

 Chen, of Luzhou City, southwest Chi-

na’s Sichuan Province, said his fast would

“attest to the regimen of traditional Chinese

medical science”.

 The record attempt would take place in

Bifengxia Valley, a mountain resort in neigh-

bouring Ya’an City, and be monitored by 50

witnesses invited from around the world.

 Chen claims to have undergone long-

term fasting on three previous occasions in

1987, 1994 and 1999. He says the longest

lasted 81 days, during which he ate no food

but only drank water, while going to work

regularly.

 Experts of Western medicine questioned

Chen’s the wisdom of fasting for such a long

time. An physiologist at Sichuan University,

who declined to be named, said modern

medical research showed the average person

could survive only seven days without  food

or water, and he dismissed Chen’s claim of

an 81-day fast as  definitely impossible.

 Chen said he would break the record

through his method of “pigu shengong” or

“the magic of fasting”, which had been docu-

mented in ancient Chinese medicine docu-

ments or Buddhist scriptures.

 Liang Chao, a gastrointestinal doctor with

the Chengdu Chinese  Medicine University,

said “pigu shengong” resembled a legendary

practice in the Hindu discipline of yoga, in

which people were buried deep underground

for long periods without suffering any harm,

but this practice was questionable, Liang

said.— MNA/Xinhua

Two bright comets near
Earth in 2004

Study finds inhaled steroids do not harm
foetal growth

WASHINGTON , 9 March — Pregnant women with asthma can use inhaled steroids
without worrying that they will affect growth of their babies, according to a study
released on Monday.

Babies are more endangered by getting

too little oxygen from an asthmatic mother

than they are by the drugs, the researchers

found.

The research team, led by Michael Schatz

from Kaiser-Permanente Medical Centre in

San Diego, found inhaled steroids given to

396 pregnant women did not have an effect

on the growth of the foetus or impact the

baby’s birth weight.

The study shows that inhaled steroids are

safer in pregnancy than steroid pills, Schatz

said.

Oral steroids also are used to treat asthma,

but have been shown to slow the growth of

the foetus.

“Now, women don’t have to make a

choice between their health and the health of

the baby,” Schatz said in a telephone inter-

view. “They don’t have to think that making

that choice is going to somehow harm the

baby,” he said.

The study was published in the March
Journal of Allergy and Clinical Immunology.

Inhaled steroids are given to some women

with persistent asthma during pregnancy.

Previous research indicated that 7 per cent of

women have some degree of asthma during

their pregnancy, but not all are treated with

steroids.

The National Asthma Education and Pre-

vention Programme, a division of the Depart-

ment of Health and Human Services, sup-

ports the use of steroids in pregnant women

with serious asthma.

Uncontrolled asthma can reduce the flow

of oxygen to the foetus, increasing the possi-

bility of retardation, preterm birth, low birth

weight or infant death.

“Asthma is the most common potentially

serious medical problem to complicate preg-

nancy,” Schatz said. “In fact, the risk of the

uncontrolled asthma is greater than the risk of

the inhaled steroids.” —MNA/Reuters

Expatriates in Sri Lanka sit behind mahouts as they play elephant polo in the southern Sri
Lankan city of Galle, on 14 February, 2004. With fewer traditional jobs like logging for

domestic elephants, the animals are being recruited for pastimes like elephant polo.INTERNET

China to get first
naval warfare

museum
NANCHANG, 9 March —

China’s first museum of na-

val warfare has been built at

Poyang Lake’s Xieshan Is-

land, in east China’s Jiangxi

Province.

The museum, covering

1,300 square metres, features

more than 500 weapons, in-

cluding lances, spears, axes,

iron forks, iron chains and

artillery found in the lake by

archaeologists and fisher-

men.

The weapons, together

with Xieshan’s ancient city

walls,   emplacements and

beacon towers were of great

importance to study ancient

Chinese naval warfare, ar-

chaeologists said.

Xieshan Island was once

of military significance.

From the Three Kingdoms

period (220 to 280) to the

Qing Dynasty (1644-1911),

it witnessed about 100 bat-

tles.  — MNA/Xinhua

M UMBAI , 9 March  — The astronomers have pre-
dicted a celestial delight for the sky gazers who would
be able to see two comets, appearing simultaneously in
May 2004, the time when they also would be closest to
the Earth.

Annan says women bearing brunt
of “AIDS” epidemic

UNITED  NATIONS , 9 March — Women are now bearing the brunt of the AIDS
epidemic, especially among young adults, in what UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
on Monday called a “terrifying pattern” in the galloping disease.

Opening a session to mark International

Women’s Day, Annan said that women and

girls accounted for more than half of the

estimated five million newly-infected peo-

ple with AIDS or HIV, the virus that causes

the disease.

Moreover, among young people below

24 years of age, females make up nearly two

thirds of those with HIV.

“Even a decade ago, statistics indicated

that women were less affected,” Annan said,

“But a terrifying pattern has since emerged.

All over the world women are increasingly

bearing the brunt of the epidemic.”

The global AIDS epidemic crossed a

significant threshold in 2003 when for the

first time, UN statistics showed nearly half

of those living with HIV were women, up

from 41 per cent six years ago. Many of the

young women are married to older men,

who had affairs and brought the disease

home.

Some 40 million people are living with

AIDS worldwide, most of them in sub-

Sahara Africa by the end of 2003, of which

19 million were women.

Jordan’s Queen Noor told the meeting

that in the Middle East a modest 600,000

people were thought to be living with HIV/

AIDS and about 45,000 died last year.

But despite the seemingly low rates, 55

per cent of those infected were female as of

2002.

“Our strong sense of family and religious

traditional may inhibit behaviour that spreads

the virus, but at the same time those traditions

may inhibit testing and reporting of those who

may be infected,” she said.

Queen Noor, the widow of King Hussein,

questioned the low rates because of the wide-

spread stigma attached to the disease, saying

many who carried the virus would simply rather

die than be rejected by friends and family,

“HIV is not simply a public health crisis but

a human rights issues and especially a wom-

en’s rights issue,” she said. “They bear the

children but seldom control their own sexual

lives. They hold communities together but are

marginalized in the political life.”

MNA/Reuters

China’s West-East gas pipeline to be
in operation this year

BEIJING , 9 March — A 3,900-kilometre-long natural gas pipeline that spans across
the breadth of the country is scheduled for completion and commercial operation by
the end of this year, according to Vice-Minister Zhang Guobao of the State Develop-
ment and Reform Commission here Monday.

The mammoth project, which starts in

the Tarim Basin of the Xinjiang Uygur

Autonomous Region in northwest China

and ends in the east China coastal city of

Shanghai, is part of the efforts of the country

to make full utilization of the rich resources

in the western part of the country and

ease energy-hunger in the economically

developed eastern part.

The eastern part of the pipeline, which

refers to the 1,500 kilometres from Jingbian

in northern Shaanxi to Shanghai, was com-

pleted by the end of last year and has begun

to supply natural gas to Shanghai from

January 1, 2004, Zhang told a Press confer-

ence as sidelines of the annual session of

China’s top legislature.

“During the icy cold winter, Shanghai

got a supply of 1.1 million cubic metres

every day,” Zhang said.

Welding for the 2,400-kilometre western

part of the project has been completed and

the joints across the Yangtze and Yellow

rivers have also been completed, encounter-

ing no problems that affect the schedule of

the entire project, he noted.

“At the current progress, the whole pipe-

line can be put into test run by October this

year and by December 31, natural gas will

flow from the Tarim Basin in Xinjiang to

Shanghai and Zhejiang Province,” he said,

adding that that means the project is com-

pleted one year ahead of schedule, a speed

that has never attained in the history of pipe-

line laying in the world.

MNA/Xinhua

“This may be the first

time that two comets are go-

ing to be visible (with naked

eye or with binoculars) at

the same time. Comet C/

2001 Q4 (NEAT) —disco-

vered three years ago — and

C/2002 T7 (LINEAR) —

discovered two years ago —

will reappear closest to Earth

on May 7 and May 19 re-

spectively, Nehru Plan-

etarium scientists said here

Sunday.

Along with this, another

spectacle is likely when the

observers in Northern Hemi-

sphere could see in the west-

ern horizon after sunset the

comet NEAT and four bright

planets (Venus, Mars, Sat-

urn, and Jupiter) all in a line

during May 12-16, they said.

“The dramatic line up not

only offers a wonderful pho-

tographic opportunities, but

also graphically demon-

strates the contrast,” the as-

tronomers said.

Comet NEAT will be

seen near the horizon just

after sunset at a distance of

48 million kilometres while

comet LINEAR will make

its closest pass at 40 million

kilometres.

NEAT is expected to be

brighter, brightening to mag-

nitude one or two in late April

and this will make it visible

even in polluted skies. From

non-light-polluted, clear skies,

comet NEAT may be visible

to the unaided eye from early

April through late June, the

scientists added.— MNA/PTI
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Lebedeva leaps into triple-jump history
 BUDAPEST, 9 March — Russia's Tatyana Lebedeva leapt

into history on Saturday by equalling and then twice break-

ing the world record to win the women's world indoor triple

jump title.

 The 27-year-old, already a double world outdoor cham-

pion and seeking an unprecedented double in the long and

triple jumps in Budapest, took just four of her six jumps, all

of which would have been good enough for gold.

 She was already being photographed saluting her first

world record of 15.25 metres with several competitors yet to

jump a second time and the photographers flocked back after

her final effort of 15.36.

 Yamile Aldama, once of Cuba and who switched to

Sudan after failing to ensure British nationality in time for

this year's Athens Olympics, took silver with a second-

round effort of 14.90. Bronze went to Hrysopiyi Devetzi of

Greece (14.73).

 Lebedeva's achievement was reminiscent of Jonathan

Edwards' performance in the 1995 outdoor world champi-

onships when the former British triple jumper broke the

men's world record with his first two efforts in Gothenburg.

 Extraordinarily Lebedeva, who interrupted her career in

2002 to have a baby, had been in action only hours earlier,

qualifying for the long jump final with her first effort.

 MNA/Reuters

Milan march on with victory over Sampdoria
M ILAN , 9 March — European champions AC Milan maintained their lead at the top

of Serie A with an impressive 3-1 win over Sampdoria on Sunday.

Barcelona hold on to claim 7th straight win
MADRID , 9 March— Resurgent Barcelona survived a late bout of nerves to beat Real

Mallorca 3-2 on Sunday and stretch their winning league run to seven matches.

Milan lead on 61 points

with champions Juventus on

55 while third-placed AS

Roma go into their game with

Inter Milan later on Sunday

eight points behind the lead-

ers.

A spectacular drive from

Andrea Pirlo put Milan ahead

in the 17th minute but

Cristiano Doni brought the

enterprising visitors level 10

minutes later.

A header from Filippo

Inzaghi before the break and

then a well-taken goal from

Brazilian Kaka in the second

half ensured Carlo

Ancelotti's side's 10th win

from their last 11 league

games. Lazio's game at Bo-

logna was postponed due to

snow while on Saturday

Juventus came back from

two goals down to beat

Brescia 3-2.

Milan coach Carlo

Ancelotti opted to leave Serie

A's leading goalscorer

Andriy Shevchenko on the

bench ahead of Wednesday's

Champions League game

with Sparta Prague but in the

absence of the Ukrainian,

Inzaghi and Jon Dahl

Tomasson reached an instant

understanding in attack.

After some sparkling

moves in the opening min-

utes, Milan went ahead

through Pirlo's 25-metre

drive which flew in off the

inside of the post. While

Milan were producing some

lively attacking football,

Sampdoria, the surprise

package of the season so far,

were always dangerous go-

ing forward and, in contrast

to many visitors to the San

Siro, were keen to play posi-

tively.

Milan keeper Dida needed

to be quick off his line to foil

Aimo Diana in the 24th

minute and then three min-

utes later the visitors drew

level.

With Dida stranded,

Gattuso cleared a Diano ef-

fort off the line only for

Eye-catching goals from Luis Garcia, ei-

ther side of a tap-in from Luis Enrique, set

Barcelona on their way and the home side

held on despite a 90th-minute chip from

Samuel Eto'o and an Andrija Delibasic strike

deep in injury time.

Victory for Barcelona took them to within

a point of third-placed Deportivo Coruna

and kept second-placed Valencia in their

sights.

With 11 games remaining, Real Madrid

lead the standings with 60 points, following

their 1-1 draw away to Racing Santander on

Saturday, with Valencia in second place

now six points behind them after their 3-0

win at home to Deportivo Coruna.

Deportivo remain third on 50 points with

Barcelona breathing down their necks.

Barcelona have an eight-point cushion in

the fourth and final Champions League quali-

fication slot after fifth-placed Athletic Bil-

bao's surprise 4-1 defeat at home to

Valladolid on Sunday.

Atletico Madrid, in sixth place with 40

points, have the chance to cut that back to

six points with victory over Murcia in a later

game on Sunday.

Barcelona were in command against

Mallorca for all but the final three minutes

and managed to hold on for a well deserved

win. Rijkaard's side opened the scoring in

the third minute, when Garcia lashed in

from outside the box after Michael Reiziger's

cross had been blocked.

Luis Enrique, playing as a makeshift

striker in the absence of Patrick Kluivert

and Javier Saviola, celebrated his return to

the side by making it 2-0 in the 16th minute.

Mallorca keeper Miki spilled the ball

after a mix-up with his defender Ivan Ramis

and allowed Ronaldinho to set up a simple

chance for the Spanish midfielder.

Barca hit the frame of the goal twice in the

remainder of a one-sided first half, with a

Giovanni van Bronckhorst free kick and a

header from Mallorca's Edu Moya that came

close to supplying an own goal.

MNA/Reuters

Bastia thrash Olympique Marseille 4-1
PARIS, 9 March— Bastia dampened Olympique Marseille's Euro-

pean hopes with a 4-1 defeat in a Ligue 1 game on Sunday.

Bastia remain 14th in the standings with 32 points from 27

matches. Marseille are sixth with 43 points, six behind fourth-

placed Sochaux.

After a sluggish start, the Corsicans opened the scoring after 22

minutes courtesy of a goal by Florian Maurice who headed home a

Pascal Chimbonda cross.

Six minutes later, Alou Diarra made it two as he pushed the ball

into the empty net after Fabien Barthez had failed to block an

attempt from Bartholomew Ogbeche.

Five minutes after the interval, Chaouky Ben Saada scored his

team's third with a fine volley from inside the box. Ogbeche sealed

the win with a powerful 16-metre drive.

Didier Drogba scored a consolation 10 minutes from time from

the penalty spot.

On Saturday, Paris St. Germain let slip an opportunity to stay in

touch with the top two teams when they were held 1-1 at home to

fourth-placed Sochaux.— MNA/Reuters

Barcelona’s Luis Enrique, left, celebrates his goal against Mallorca with his teammates
Luis Garcia, centre, and Ronaldinho during their Spanish league soccer match in

Barcelona, Spain, on Sunday, 7 March, 2004.—INTERNET

Milan’s forward Filippo Inzaghi (R) fights for a header with Sampdoria Genoa defender
Aimo Diana, during their Serie A football match at San Siro Stadium in Milan.—INTERNET

Russia’s Tatyana Lebedeva gestures in front of the board
showing the results of her world record 15.36 metre

triple-jump after twice beating the old world record at the
World Indoor Athletic Championships in Budapest, on

Saturday, 6 March, 2004.—INTERNET

Cristiano Doni to slam home

the loose ball.

But Milan were unshaken

and continued to press for-

ward, Kaka forcing

Francesco Antonioli into ac-

tion with a wickedly swerv-

ing long range effort.

Ten minutes before the

break Milan restored their

lead when Inzaghi rose su-

perbly to meet a Giuseppe

Pancaro cross with a per-

fectly angled glancing header

at the near post.

 MNA/Reuters

Isinbayeva sets
world indoor  pole

vault record
BUDARPEST, 9 March —

Russian pole vaulter Yelena

Isinbayeva set a world in-

door record on Saturday with

a clearance of 4.86 metres at

the world indoor champion-

ships.

 Isinbayeva, who also

holds the world outdoor

record, beat the previous best

mark of 4.85 set by compa-

triot Svetlana Feofanova in

Athens on     February 22.

 MNA/Reuters

Penalty save keeps  Tranmere's FA Cup hopes alive
LONDON, 9 March— Australia defender

Kevin Muscat missed a penalty as First

Division Millwall were held 0-0 at home by

Second Division Tranmere Rovers in their

FA Cup quarterfinal on Sunday.

Muscat's 65th-minute spot kick was tipped

over the bar by Tranmere's Dutch goal-

keeper John Achterberg following a foul by

defender Ryan Taylor on Australian

midfielder Tim Cahill.

Millwall were dominant and their player-

manager Dennis Wise brought a diving save

from Achterberg with a free kick in the 15th

minute, the first of a string of chances for the

home side.

Ten minutes before halftime, Cahill had a

point-blank header from Wise's corner bril-

liantly tipped away by Achterberg.

Millwall goalkeeper Andy Marshall made

a good save at the other end from a volley by

Welsh international defender Gareth Roberts

early in the second half.

Tranmere, 16th in the Second Division,

will be at home to Millwall, seventh in

Division One, in the March 17 replay.

Millwall's last appearance in an FA Cup

semifinal was 1937 while Tranmere have

never reached the last four.

Premier League leaders Arsenal and cham-

pions Manchester United booked their places

in the semifinals on Saturday.

MNA/Reuters
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 3. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am
 4. Morning news
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10-3-2004 (Wednesday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)
9:00 Signature Tune

Greeting
9:02 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

9:06 Let’s Talk About Labu
Nationals

9:10 Headline News
9:12 Mazin Industry’s

Wood Products
9:15 National News
9:20 Expedition of Rare

Crocodile Species In-
habiting in Fresh And
Seawaters (II)

9:25 An Exulting Male
Dance

9:30 National News
9:35 Myanar’s Pride &

Glory
9:40 Song “Ngwe Hsaung

Beach Resort”
9:45 National News
9:50 38 Modes of Auspi-

cious Conduct
9:58 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

10-3-2004 (Wednesday)
Regular Programmes for

Viewers from Abroad
Evening Transmission

(15:30 - 17:30)
15:30 Signature Tune

Greeting
15:32 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

15:36 Let’s Talk About Labu
Nationals

15:40 Headline News
15:42 Mazin Industry’s

Wood Products
15:45 National News
15:50 Expedition of Rare

Crocodile Species In-
habiting in Fresh And
Seawaters (II)

15:55 An Exulting Male
Dance

16:00 National News
16:05 Myanmar’s Pride &

Glory
16:10 Song “Ngwe Hsaung

Beach Resort”
16:15 National News
16:20 38 Modes of Auspi-

cious Conduct (Great
Endeavour Maker)

16:25 Song of Myanmar

8.30 am Brief news

8.35 am Music

8.40 am Perspectives

8.45 am Music

8.50 am National news/

Slogan

9.00 am Music

9.05 am International news

9.10 am Music

1.30 pm News/Slogan

1.40 pm Lunch time music

-Boys (Britney

Spears)

-Whole again

(Atomic Kitten)

9.00 pm    Variations on a tune:

When you say

nothing at all

9.15 pm Article/Music

9.25 pm Music at your

request

-Big big world

(Emilia)

-Book of love (Hit

‘N’ Hide)

9.45 pm News/Slogan

10.00 pm  PEL

WEATHER
Tuesday, 9 March, 2004

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:
During the past 24 hours, light rain has been isolated in northern
Shan and Chin States, weather has been partly cloudy in  the
remaining areas. Day temperatures were (3°C) above normal in
Kachin State, Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions, (5°C) above
normal in Rakhine State, (8˚C) below normal in eastern Shan
State and about normal in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 8-3-2004 was 36.0°C (97°F).
Minimum temperature on 9-3-2004 was 19.0°C (66°F). Relative
humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 9-3-2004 was 54%. Total sun
shine hours on 8-3-2004 was (6.0) hours approx. Rainfall on
9-3-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
Yangon. Total rainfall  since 1-1-2004 was  3 mm (0.12 inch)
at Yangon Airport and nil at Kaba-Aye and central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph
from Southeast at (18:30) hours MST on 8-3-2004.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy in the
Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 10-3-2004: Weather will
be partly cloudy in Kachin, Shan, Kayah and Kayin States, lower
Sagaing and Magway Divisions and isolated rain are likely in
the remaining states and divisions. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Strong easterly wind with (35) mph and
moderate to rough seas are likwly at times in the Deltaic, Gulf
of Mottama, off and along Mon-Taninthayi Coast. Seas will be
slight elsewhere in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of isolated
rain in lower Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 10-3-2004: Possibility of isolated rain. Degree of certainty
is (40%). Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
10-3-2004: Partly cloudy.

Wednesday, March 10
Tune in today:

8:05 am
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8:30am
 10. International news

8:45 pm
 11. Learning English the

easy and happy way

for children and begin-

ners

4:00 pm
 1. Martial song

4:15pm
 2. Songs to uphold

National Spirit

4:30 pm
 3. Practice In Reading

4:45 pm
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5:55 pm
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5:10 pm
 6. Musical programme

5:25 pm
 7.f?C_TCm?;C=DV=YQJDJ=f?C_TCm?;C=DV=YQJDJ=f?C_TCm?;C=DV=YQJDJ=f?C_TCm?;C=DV=YQJDJ=f?C_TCm?;C=DV=YQJDJ=
5:30 pm
 8. Dance of national races

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

16:30 National News
16:35 Kindness to Pet Ani-

mals
16:40 Indulge yourself with

Traditional gourmet at
Yangon’s chic “Green
Elephant”

16:45 National News
16:50 Interview on Marque-

try Painting
16:55 Myanmar National

Races Cultural Dances
(U Shwe Yoe & Daw
Moe)

17:00 National News
17:05 Kyaungtaung Waterfall
17:10 Myanmar Modern

Song “Golden
Myanmar Golden Wel-
come”

17:12 Inlay Blacksmith
Craftsmanship

17:15 National News
17:20 Golden Plum Job of

Central Myanmar
17:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)

19:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

19:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

19:35 Myanmar’s Ancient
City Bagan

19:40 Headline News
19:42 Myanmar Natural Re-

source Spirulina
19:45 National News
19:50 Cultural Museum

(Keng Tong)
19:55 Ah- Hla-Kabya-Pan-

Pawah
20:00 National News
20:05 Expedition of Rare

Crocodile Species In-
habiting in Fresh And
Seawaters (I)

20:10 Myanmar Modern
Song “Feel like an
Earthquake”

20:15 National News
20:20 Myanmar  Rattan Fur-

niture for the Connois-
seurs

20:25 Song “Fetch me in a
horse-cart”

20:30 National News
20:35 Excursion in Yangon

River
20:40 Early Silver Jubilee

Era of Myanmar Mo-
tion Picture

20:45 National News
20:50 Folk Art of Pottery

20:55 Khame Traditional
Cultural Dance

21:00 National News
21:05 Conservation of Forest

Resources in Myanmar
21:10 Songs On Screen

“Flourishing”
21:15 National News
21:20 Discussion Points on

Lacquerware College
21:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

21:35 Let’s Talk About Labu
Nationals

21:40 Headline News
21:42 Mazin Industry’s

Wood Products
21:45 National News
21:50 Expedition of Rare

Crocodile Species In-
habiting in Fresh And
Seawaters (II)

21:55 Ah Exulting Male
Dance

22:00 National News
22:05 Myanmar’s Pride &

Glory
22:10 Song “Ngwe Hsaung

Beach Resort”
22:15 National News
22:20 38 Modes of Auspi-

cious Conduct (Great
Endeavour Maker)

22:25 Songs On Screen
“Hmoneshweyee”

22:30 National News
22:35 Kindness to Pet Ani-

mals
22:40 Indulge ourself with

Traditional gourmet at
Yangon’s chic “Green
Elephant”

22:45 National News
22:50 Interview on Marque-

try Painting
22:55 Myanmar National

Races Cultural Dances
(U Shwe Yoe & Daw
Moe)

23:00 National News
23:05 Kyaungtaung Waterfall
23:10 Myanmar Modern

Song “Golden
Myanmar Golden
Welcome”

23:12 Inlay Blacksmith
Craftsmanship

23:15 National News
23:20 Golden Plum Job of

Central Myanmar
23:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

10-3-2004 (Wednesday) &
11-3-2004 (Thursday)
Evening & Morning

Transmission
(23:30-1:30)

23:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

23:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Mingalabar”
23:36 Let’s Talk About Labu

Nationals
23:40 Headline News
23:42 Mazin Industry’s

Wood Products
23:45 National News
23:50 Expedition of Rare

Crocodile Species In-
habiting in Fresh And
Seawaters (II)

23:55 An Exulting Male
Dance

24:00 National News
00:05 Myanmar’s Pride &

Glory
00:10 Song “Ngwe Hsaung

Beach Resort”
00:15 National News
00:20 38 Modes of Auspi-

cious Conduct (Great
Endeavour Maker)

00:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

00:30 National News
00:35 Kindness to Pet Ani-

mals
00:40 Indulge yourself with

Traditional gourmet at
Yangon’s chic “Green
Elephant”

00:45 National News
00:50 Interview on Marque-

try Painting
00:55 Myanmar National

Races Cultural Dances
(U Shwe Yoe & Daw
Moe)

01:00 National News
01:05 Kyaungtaung Waterfall
01:10 Myanmar Modern

Song “Golden
Myanmar Golden
Welcome”

01:12 Inlay Blacksmith
Craftsmanship

01:15 National News
01:20 Golden Plum Job of

Central Myanmar
01:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

11-3-2004 (Thursday)
Morning Transmission

(03:30-07:30)

03:30 Signature Tune
Greeting

03:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

03:35 Myanmar’s Ancient
City Bagan

03:40 Headline News
03:42 Myanmar Natural Re-

source Spirulina
03:45 National News
03:50 Cultural Museum

(Keng Tong)
03:55 Ah- Hla-Kabya-Pan-

Pawah
04:00 National News
04:05 Expedition of Rare

Crocodile Species In-
habiting in Fresh And
Seawaters (I)

04:10 Myanmar Modern
Song “Feel like an
Earthquake”

04:15 National News
04:20 Myanmar  Rattan Fur-

niture for the Connois-
seurs

04:25 Song “Fetch me in a
horse-cart”

04:30 National News
04:35 Excursion in Yangon

River
04:40 Early Silver Jubilee

Era of Myanmar Mo-
tion Picture

04:45 National News
04:50 Folk Art of Pottery
04:55 Khame Traditional

Cultural Dance
05:00 National News
05:05 Conservation of Forest

Resources in Myanmar
05:10 Songs On Screen

“Flourishing”
05:15 National News
05:20 Discussion Points on

Lacquerware College
05:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

05:35 Let’s Talk About Labu
Nationals

05:40 Headline News
05:42 Mazin Industry’s

Wood Products
05:45 National News
05:50 Expedition of Rare

5:45 pm
 9. Classical song

5:55pm
 10. Strong and healthy

Myanmar

6:05 pm
 11.hFn@ACdKSfTCGL_QAKGdQGdBChFn@ACdKSfTCGL_QAKGdQGdBChFn@ACdKSfTCGL_QAKGdQGdBChFn@ACdKSfTCGL_QAKGdQGdBChFn@ACdKSfTCGL_QAKGdQGdBC

6:15 pm
 12. Discovery

6:30 pm
 13. Evening news

7:00 pm
 14. Weather report

7:05 pm
 15. Musical programme

7:15 pm
 16.D]ELTC=;o?Q=M[;RpfcUDODfcLTCJ;KD]ELTC=;o?Q=M[;RpfcUDODfcLTCJ;KD]ELTC=;o?Q=M[;RpfcUDODfcLTCJ;KD]ELTC=;o?Q=M[;RpfcUDODfcLTCJ;KD]ELTC=;o?Q=M[;RpfcUDODfcLTCJ;KMV̂]i=JRSTC=UMV̂]i=JRSTC=UMV̂]i=JRSTC=UMV̂]i=JRSTC=UMV̂]i=JRSTC=U

7:25 pm
 17.
MqrUbcdCD:;L?CJVC;DJLCDWXYSZC[VMqrUbcdCD:;L?CJVC;DJLCDWXYSZC[VMqrUbcdCD:;L?CJVC;DJLCDWXYSZC[VMqrUbcdCD:;L?CJVC;DJLCDWXYSZC[VMqrUbcdCD:;L?CJVC;DJLCDWXYSZC[V
GdQGdBCGdQGdBCGdQGdBCGdQGdBCGdQGdBC

7:40 pm
 18.D?LCnQMGVRSTC=s̀UD?LCnQMGVRSTC=s̀UD?LCnQMGVRSTC=s̀UD?LCnQMGVRSTC=s̀UD?LCnQMGVRSTC=s̀U

8:00 pm
 19. News

 20. International news

 21. Weather report

 22.bRSTCTK:]L=tLJCf;C=J@̂bRSTCTK:]L=tLJCf;C=J@̂bRSTCTK:]L=tLJCf;C=J@̂bRSTCTK:]L=tLJCf;C=J@̂bRSTCTK:]L=tLJCf;C=J@̂uG]EdC_RS\gC;cLvMGVRSTC=srUuG]EdC_RS\gC;cLvMGVRSTC=srUuG]EdC_RS\gC;cLvMGVRSTC=srUuG]EdC_RS\gC;cLvMGVRSTC=srUuG]EdC_RS\gC;cLvMGVRSTC=srU

 23. The next day’s

 programme

Crocodile Species In-
habiting in Fresh And
Seawaters (II)

05:55 An Exulting Male
Dance

06:00 National News
06:05 Myanmar’s Pride &

Glory
06:10 Song “Ngwe Hsaung

Beach Resort”
06:15 National News
06:20 38 Modes of Auspi-

cious Conduct (Great
Endeavour Maker)

06:25 Songs On Screen
“Hmoneshweyee”

06:30 National News
06:35 Kindness to Pet Ani-

mals
06:40 Indulge yourself with

Traditional gourmet at
Yangon’s chic “Green
Elephant”

06:45 National News
06:50 Interview on Marque-

try Painting
06:55 Myanmar National

Races Cultural Dances
(U Shwe Yoe & Daw
Moe)

07:00 National News
07:05 Kyaungtaung Waterfall
07:10 Myanmar Modern

Songs “Golden
Myanmar Golden
Welcome”

07:12 Inlay Blacksmith
Craftsmanship

07:15 National News
07:20 Golden Plum Job of

Central Myanmar
07:25 Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”



Armed Forces
Day Special

Features
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The 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day falls on 27 March 2004.

The day is commemorated every year in recognition of and tribute

to the relentless efforts and the spirit of sacrifice of the Tatmadaw in

safeguarding independence and sovereignty.

In honour of the occasion, The New Light of Myanmar will feature

articles, perspectives and poems of historical significance supported

by the documentary photos as from 12 March 2004 under the

programme “The Tatmadaw (Armed Forces) in perpetual
service of the people”.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects Taungyay Dam Project. — MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe inspects the producers’ tax-free market in Yankin.
YANGON COMMAND

Tax-free markets inspected in Yangon
YANGON, 9 March —

Yangon Division Peace and

Development Council Chair-

man and Yangon Command

Commander Maj-Gen Myint

Swe, accompanied by com-

manders of military regions,

local authorities and officials

of Yangon City Develop-

ment Committee, inspected

tax-free markets here and

gave instructions to officials

this morning.

When the commander

arrived at Pantaya tax-free

market in Dagon Township,

Yangon West District, at

6.30 am, No 3 Military Re-

gion Commander Col Tint

Hsan, Yangon West District

Peace and Development

Council Chairman Lt-Col

Kyaw Tint and officials

welcomed them.

The commander and

party also went to the tax-

free markets in Kamayut

Township, Mayangon

Township, Yankin Town-

ship, and Tamway Township

and inspected the buying and

selling conditions at the

shops opened by the YCDC,

battalions and units under

Yangon Command, the

Yangon Division Vegetables

and Poultry Farming Special

Zone, growers and breeders,

the Myanmar Rice Whole-

salers Association, the

Myanmar Edible Oil Entre-

preneurs & Oil Millers As-

sociation, the Ministry of

Industry-1 and other compa-

nies.

Giving instructions, the

commander said the tax-free

markets were opened to en-

able the public to buy fresh

vegetables, meat, fish and

eggs at reasonable prices and

urged officials concerned to

keep the environs of the

markets clean and tidy, to

ensure the proper drainage

in the markets, and to main-

tain the shops in good con-

dition.

 MNA

Commerce Minister
meets importers and

exporters
YANGON, 9 March —

Minister for Commerce

Brig-Gen Pyi Sone met

wheat importers, and cof-

fee, pepper, mango, tea leaf

and plum exporters at the

meeting hall on the fifth

floor of the ministry.

Present on the occasion

were Deputy Minister Brig-

Gen Aung Tun, directors-

general, managing direc-

tors, guests, the general

secretary and CEC mem-

bers of the Union of

Myanmar Federation of

Chambers of Commerce

and Industry, and export-

ers.

On the occasion, the

minister spoke of the need

of wheat importers to re-

duce the rate of their wheat

import and to make ar-

rangements for cultivation

and production of wheat.

He also urged exporters to

promote the export rate and

to award prizes to those

who export most.

Those present on the

occasion also took part in

the discussions. Later, the

minister gave instructions

in response to reports.

 MNA

Drug possessor gets
prison term

YANGON, 9 March—

Members of Zeyawady Po-

lice Force in Pyu Town-

ship, Bago Division, on 23

November 2003, searched

the house of Zaw  Lwin of

1st Aungmingalar Street,

Zeyawady and arrested

him together with 1.07775

kilo of marijuana con-

cealed in a basket.

Action was taken

against Zaw Lwin, son of

U Hla Myint of 1st

Aungmingalar Street,

Zeyawady under Section

15/19 (A) of Narcotic

Drugs and Psychotropic

Substances Law.

He was sentenced to 15

years’ imprisonment under

Section 19 (A) and 5

years’ imprisonment with

hard labour under Section

15 by Taungoo District

Court on 22 January

2004.

MNA

Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects Taungyay
Dam construction project in

Kyaukpadaung Township
YANGON, 9 March—

Member of the State Peace

and Development Council

Lt-Gen Ye Myint, accom-

panied by Chairman of

Mandalay Division Peace

and Development Council

Commander of Central

Command Maj-Gen Ye

Myint and officials, arrived

at the junction of Pyintha

Village on Meiktila-Thazi

road where Meiktila bypass

is being constructed by

Hong Pang Co Ltd on 8

March morning.

At the junction, Com-

Myingyan District Peace

and Development Council

Lt-Col Win Myint and de-

partmental officials.

Next, they proceeded to

Taungyay Dam project be-

ing undertaken by Irrigation

Department Construction

Group-7 of the Ministry of

Agriculture and Irrigation

near Tebinte Village in

Kyaukpadaung Township

and inspected digging of

canal with heavy machin-

ery.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint

and party inspected

mander Maj-Gen Ye

Myint reported to Lt-Gen

Ye Myint on arrangements

for construction of the

bypass.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint

inspected arrangements be-

ing made for construction of

the bypass and heard a re-

port presented by officials

of the company on survey-

ing of the axis and future

tasks.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint gave

instructions on timely com-

pletion of the work.

After that, Lt-Gen Ye

Myint and party arrived at

the border of Kyauk-

padaung where they were

welcomed by Chairman of

Kyaukpon Creek and canal

to take water to

Kyetmauktaung Dam.

Next, they inspected

earth work for Taungyay

Dam where Deputy Direc-

tor of ID U Myo Tun re-

ported on progress of earth

work and work to be car-

ried out to Lt-Gen Ye Myint

who gave necessary instruc-

tions.

At the briefing hall, an

official reported on progress

in construction of Taungyay

Dam, Kyauktada Dam, ca-

nal and diversion tunnel and

future tasks.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint gave

instructions on timely com-

pletion of the work.

Taungyay Dam is situ-

ated near Tepinte Village

in Kyaukpadaung Town-

ship and it is of earthen

type with 70 feet in height

and 2950 feet in length.

The catchment area of the

dam is 23 sq-miles and 48

per cent of the project was

completed. On completion,

it can irrigate Kyetmauk-

taung Dam and benefit

other farmlands in addition

to 13,432 acres of farm-

lands being irrigated by

Kyetmauktaung Dam.

MNA


