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law and order

Constitution

Four political objectives
* Stability of the State, community peace and tranquillity, prevalence of

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed nation in accord with the new State

Four economic objectives
* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round development of other|
sectors of the economy as well
*  Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic system
* Development of the economy inviting participation in terms of technical
know-how and investments from sources inside the country and abroad
* Theinitiative to shape the national economy must be keptin the hands of the
State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
* Uplift of the morale and morality of the entire nation
*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and preservation and
safeguarding of cultural heritage and national character
* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
*  Uplift of health, fithess and education standards of thentire nation

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
receives President of Unocal

YANGON, 29 Jan —
Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt received Presi-
dent of Unocal Mr David C
Peters at Zeyathiri Beikman
Hall on Konmyinttha, here,

at 5.30 pm today.

Present at the call
were Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs U Khin
Maung Win, Deputy Minis-
ter for Energy Brig-Gen
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt greets President of Unocal Mr David C Petensia

Than Htay and Director-
General Thura U Aung Htet
of the Protocol Department
of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.
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must for all of us.
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Our nation is the Union where various national groups live
together and each and every region is also like a small union where
different nationalities reside. As we have been living together so
long that we are inseparable, love and friendship and unity are a

Senior General Than Shwe

Chairman of the State Peace and Development Coungi
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Service
(From guidance given to trainees of No 35 Primary Teachership Course

of University for Development of National Races.) I

A

57th Anniversary Union Day commemorative

special features on pages 7, 8 and 9.

Ministry of Health holds coord meeting

YANGON, 29 Jan —
The Ministry of Health held
its second and third four-
monthly work coordination
meeting for the year 2003
at the meeting hall of the
Medical Research Depart-
ment (Lower Myanmar) in
Dagon Township here this
morning, with an address by
Minister for Health Dr

INSID

Perspectives
Keep Union Spirit ever

alive and dynamic
(Page 2)
Byline Article
A trade fair for
national economic
development
(Page 10)

23,477

Model cooperative sale centre opened in Tamway

YANGON, 29 Jan —
The Cooperative Syndicate
of Yangon Division Gen-
eral Economic Enterprise
and the Cooperative Soci-
ety Ltd of Myanmar Pyitha
General Economic Enter-
prise jointly opened a
model cooperatives sale
centre at Building No S-2,
Room-001, of Minye
Kyaw Swa Estate in
Tamway Township this
morning.

Minister for Coop-

eratives Maj-Gen Htay Oo
attended the opening cer-
emony of the centre.
Present on the occa-
sion were directors-general
and general managers of de-
partments under the minis-
try, the executive director of
the central cooperatives
syndicate and members of
the board of directors, offi-
cials of cooperative socie-
ties and others.
Director-General
Col Soe Win of the Coop-

erative Department, Chair-
man U Ye Aung of Yangon
Division GEE’s Coopera-
tive Syndicate, and Chair-
man U Myint Naing of
Myanmar Pyitha Coopera-
tive Society formally
opened the centre.

Later, the minister
and guests viewed round
the centre. Foodstuff,
household goods, station-
ery and others are on sale
at the centre.

MNA

Kyaw Myint.

Present at the meet-
ing were Deputy Minister
Dr Mya Oo, directors-gen-
eral of departments under
the ministry, deputy direc-
tors-general, rectors, direc-
tors, medical superintend-
ents, deputy directors,
health officers, project
managers and officials.

In his speech, Min-
ister Dr Kyaw Myint ex-
pressed his delight at the
endeavours made by health
officers in regions covered
by the border area develop-
ment projects. He also said
public confidence has been
won to a greater degree as
hospitals are provided with
modern equipment in accord
with the guidance of the
Head of State, adding that
machinery should be used
with special care. He also
urged the officials to make
effective use of computer-

ized e-health system de-
signed to enhance commu-
nication skill and said that
efforts are to be made to win
public cooperation in carry-
ing out natural disasters
preparedness and disease
control activities.

Next, the deputy
minister expressed his de-
light at the emergence of
health staff the public can
rely on along with the ad-
vancement in public health
care services and called
upon the officials to meet
the goals for the reduction
of mother and child mortal-
ity rate and the development
of nourishment.

Later, directors-gen-
eral reported on progress of
tasks being carried out by
their respective depart-
ments. Health officers, rec-
tors and medical superin-
tendents also presented
progress reports. — MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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Keep Union Spirit ever alive
and dynamic

The Union of Myanmar is a land where
national brethren have long been living togethe|
in unity and amity always unitedly safeguard-|
ing her for her perpetual existence. Although
the Union had been under the imperialists fo

over 100 years, she regained her status of &n

independent and sovereign nation because §l
the Union nationals drove out the invaders
through their united efforts.

Now our Union is able to stand tall in

the world and this is also due to the oneness pf

various national races. Therefore, we shouldl
value the essence of the Union and nationpl
unity. All the citizens of the Union have thq
tradition of living in unity with mutual respect,
trust and lovingkindness for one another, prac
tising the religion of their choice. Therefore
the Government has always given a top prior]

The 57" Anniversary

Union Day objectives

— for all national races to safeguard the
national policy— non-disintegration of
the Union, non-disintegration of
national solidarity and perpetuation
of sovereignty

— to keep the Union Spirit ever alive and
dynamic among the national people

— for all national people to defend and
safeguard the Union for its perpetual
existence

— to prevent, through national solidarity,
the danger of internal and external
destructive elements undermining peac
and stability of the State and national
development, and

— for all national races to make concerted
efforts for successful implementation
of the seven-point future policy
programme.

ity to preserving this fine tradition.

One of the objectives of the 57th ann
versary of the Union Day is “to keep the Uniorn]
Spirit ever alive and dynamic among the na|
tional people”.

It is the duty of new generations to pre
serve the fine tradition of unity of their ances
tors. It is the duty of all the nationals born in
the Union to safeguard their motherland so tha
it can exist as long as the world does.

The Government shows sincere goodwifl

Myanmar Gazette

YANGON, 29 Jan —The State Peace and Develop-
ment Council has appointmented U Win Pe, Deputy
Director-General of the Transport Department under the
Ministry of Transport, as Director-General of the same
department on probation from the date he assumes charge
of his duties. — MNA

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of light

* Use the least possible amount of electricit
only if there is not enough natural light

* Use the least possible amount of electricit
required in production and service
enterprises

*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others
There are about 500,000 households usit

electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a four-foot

fluorescent lamp everyday by each househo

amounts to saving power that is equal to th

capacity a 20-megawatt power station ca

supply.

=

and lovingkindness towards all the national peo|
ple living in various regions of the Union
Therefore, it has been fulfilling their educa-|

for parallel development of all parts of the)
Union.

Realizing the goodwill of the Govern
ment, the national people, on their part, have
been enthusiastically taking part in its national
development endeavours.

Now that peace and stability is prevail
ing all over the Union, regional developmen
work can be carried out with added momen
tum. And the entire people will be able to en|
joy higher living standard as much as develop
ment work can be done.

Therefore, we would like to call upon the

and to keep the Union Spirit ever alive and

dynamic among themselves. )
\

tion, health, social and economic requirementg

Union nationals to preserve peace and stability

Y ANGON,
29 Jan
Chairman of
Myanmar Ol-
ympic Com-
mittee Minis-
ter for Sports
Chairman of Leading Com-
mittee for Holding Myanmar
Open Golf Tournament-
2004 Brig-Gen Thura Aye
Myint this morning attended
the coordination meeting for
holding Myanmar Open
Golf Tour -2004, held at
Padamya Hall of National
Indoor Stadium-1 here this
morning.

Also present on the
occasion were Chairman of
Myanmar PGA and MGF
Chairman of Work Commit-

e ™
Children’s paintings invited

YANGON, 29 Jan — Children are invited to send
their paintings for the Volume I No 3 of Metta Sanye
magazine to be published by Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Association in April 2004.

They will have to send their works of art to
Executive Editor Dr Daw Tin Lin Myint of the
MMCWA Office at the corner of Thanthuma and
Parami roads in South Okkalapa Township not later
than 20 February.

MNA
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tee for holding the tour Maj-
Gen Win Hlaing and com-
mittee members, officials
from the Ministry of Sports,
departmental officials and

Minister addresses coord meeting on Myanmar Open Golf Tour

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint delivers an address at the meetingina

invited guests.

The minister made an
introductory speech. Maj-
Gen Win Hlaing explained
matters related to organizing
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Myanmar ICT Week (2004)

MICT Park Yangon

YANGON, 29 Jan —
The Gold Uni Golf Classic
golf tournament, organized
by Myanmar PGA and
Myanmar Golf Federation,
continued at Yangon Golf
Club in Danyingon here
this morning.

After the third
round, Soe Kyaw Naing

ing the tournament with
215 (72+68+75) strokes,

has been extended up to 31 January 20“4 (Pan-West) was still lead-

Soe Kyaw Naing still leads
Gold Uni Golf Classic

followed by Min Naing
(Srixon) with 216 (73+
71+72), Myint Thaung (KM
Golf Centre) with 218
(76+74+68), Aung Win
(YCDC) with 218 (73+
76+69), Zaw Zaw Latt (Pan-
West) with 222 (76+72+74)
and Nanda Kyaw (YCDC)
with 222 (71476+75).

The Gold Uni Jew-
ellery Co Ltd and Xie fam-
ily together with Imperial
Jade purified drinking wa-
ter also co-sponsored the
tournament that continues
tomorrow.

MNA

the tour and those present
on the occasion took part in
the discussions.

The meeting came to
a close with concluding re-
mark by the minister.

The tour will be held
at Yangon Golf Club in
Danyingon here from 12 to
15 February. Golf stars from
Australia, Fiji, Canada, the

People’s Republic of China,
Ecuador, Mexico, Scotland,
Singapore, England, Hong
Kong, Sweden, India, Japan,
the Republic of Korea, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines, South
Africa, Sri Lanka, Thailand,
China (Taipei), the United
States and Myanmar will
take part in the tournament.

MNA

Myint Thaung takes part in the tournament.mer
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Bomber kills three outside
Baghdad hotel

BacHDAD, 29 Jan— A suicide bomber blew up a van disguised as an ambulance in front of a hotel Wednesday
after speeding through a security barrier in the heart of Baghdad, killing three people — including a South African

— and injuring 17.

The bombing at the
Shaheen — a hotel fre-
quented by Westerners —
confirmed intelligence warn-
ings that insurgents might
use ambulances to evade se-
curity checks.

It also reinforced fears
voiced by US officials that
insurgents would step up at-
tacks ahead of the planned

by the US-led coalition to
Iraqgis. It was the second sui-
cide bombing in the capital
in less than two weeks.

Witnesses said a white
van with Red Crescent mark-
ings drove through an open-
ing in the barbed wire and
concrete cylinder barriers
on Masbah Street at about
6:40 am.

They said guards opened

fire atthe van butit managed
to reach the front of the
Shaheen Hotel, where it
exploded. The US military
said the van was packed
with 400-500 pounds of ex-
plosives.

Police and the US mili-
tary said four people, includ-
ing the bomber, were killed.
One was South African, ac-
cording to South African

on 1 July transfer of power
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US troops secure the area after a car bomb exploded in front of .{;1 hotel in cen
Baghdad on 28 Jan, 2004-INTERNET

Foreign Ministry spokesman
Ronnie Mamoepa. He said
four South Africans were
among the injured.

The blast left a huge cra-
terinthe streetand destroyed
the ground floor of the three-
story hotel, which was used
by long-term guests, includ-
ing Iraq’s labor minister,
Sami Izara al-Majoun. He
was unhurt.

“My guards came to the
room and rushed me
downstairs. The hotel was
burning and there was fire
and smoke everywhere,”
al-Majoun said.

One of his guards, Rassol
Karim, said the bomber “was
trying to drive into the
hotel.”

Several embassies, in-
cluding the Swiss, Polishand
Armenian, are located in the
posh Karadah neighbour-
hood. Theblastdamaged at
least three nearby buildings,
including one housing po-
lice assigned to protect the
embassies.

The blast hurled remains
of one car across the street.
Several other cars caught fire

rahd were reduced to mounds
of twisted metal.—Internet

BBC chairman resigns
after Hutton criticism

Lonpbon, 29 Jan— The chairman of the BBC has
resigned and the broadcaster has apologized for some of
its reporting after the Hutton inquiry lambasted the
corporation.

The inquiry by Lord Hutton criticised journalist Andrew
Gilligan, the BBC’s management and its supervisory board
of governors, for a radio report saying the government
“sexed up” intelligence in a dossier on Iraqi weapons.

Hutton said the BBC report was unfounded.

He said the BBC’s editorial system was “defective” in
allowing Gilligan’s report to air and the governors should
have investigated it in the aftermath, during which weapons
expert David Kelly was unmasked as Gilligan’s source and
committed suicide.

Gavyn Davies, chairman of the BBC board of governors,
tendered his resignation after the publication of the report,
with immediate effect.

“I have been brought up to believe that you cannot
choose your own referee and that the referee’s decision is
final,” he said in a statement.

“There is an honourable tradition in British public life
that those charged with authority at the top of an organiza-
tion should accept responsibility for what’s happened in that
organization.”

The report also brought a public apology from BBC
Director General Greg Dyke, who said: “The BBC does
accept that certain key allegations reported by Andrew
Gilligan on the Today programme on 29 May last year were
wrong and we apologize for them.”

Hutton’s findings will strengthen BBC critics who say
the broadcaster should fall under the oversight of media
regulator Ofcom. Conservative leader Michael Howard said
the case for outside regulation of the BBC “has never been
stronger”.—Internet

India, Pakistan agree to hold talks in February

New DeLHi,29 Jan— India and Pakistan have agreed to hold three-day talks

beginning February 16 in Islamabad to commence the process of composite dialog
according to thePress Trust of India (PTI).

The talks will firstbe held
at the level of joint secretar-
ies on February 16 and 17
followed by a one-day meet-
ing between the two foreign
secretaries on February 18,
Indian External Affairs Min-
istry spokesman Navtej
Sarna was quoted as saying.

A similar announcement
was made by Pakistani For-
eign Office spokesman
Masood Khan in Islamabad.

Official sources were
cited as saying that during
the three-day talks, the two

sides would discuss the
modalities for the composite
dialogue.

The leaders of both
countries had expressed the
hope that the positive trends
set by the recent confidence-
building measures (CBMS)
would be consolidated, PTI
said.

The Pakistani leader had
emphasized that a sustained
and productive dialogue ad-
dressingallissues wouldlead
topositiveresults, PTladded.

Theleaders of both coun-

tries had reportedly shared
the view that constructive
dialogue would promote
progress towards the com-
mon objective of peace, se-
curity and economic devel-
opment of the people of the
two countries and for future
generations.

The two sides have
also agreed to discuss peace
and security, terrorism,
economic commercial coop-
eration, art and cultural
exchanges.

MNA/Xinhua
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“Ruthless killings” spark new IFJ safety
alert for media in Iraq

BacHpAD, 29 Jan—The International Federation of Journalists today warned that

“Iraq remains the world’s most volatile and dangerous conflict zone where journal-
ists’ safety cannot be guaranteed”, after two CNN employees were killed, and a third
was slightly wounded this afternoon when the cars in which they were travelling were

Their deaths bring the
official media death toll dur-
ing and after the war in Iraq
to 22 journalists and media
staff killed with two jour-
nalists still missing pre-
sumed dead. “The clear and
present danger for all jour-
nalists working in this coun-
try has by no means passed,”
said Aidan White, IFJ Gen-
eral Secretary, “and more

Indonesian company to deliver military

planes to Pakistan

than ever journalists and
mediastaff mustexercise ex-
treme caution.”

On 27 January, transla-

ambushed on the outskirts of Baghdad.

tor and producer Duraid Isa
Mohammed and driver
Yasser Khatab died of mul-
tiple gunshot wounds as they
were returning to Baghdad
in a two-car convoy from an
assignment in the southern
city of Hillah. Cameraman
Scott McWhinnie, in the
other vehicle, was grazed in
the head by a bullet. A dele-
gation of the International
Federation of Journalists and
the Federation of Arab Jour-
nalists, led by IFJ General
Secretary Aidan White and

FAJ Vice-President
Mahboob Ali, on Sunday
concluded a week-long visit
to Iraq with a call for inter-
national support for a practi-
cal programme to build
unity, professionalism and a
secure environment for Iraqi
journalism. The mission also
coincided with the launch of
a series of safety training
workshops last week for
Iraqi journalists and
foreign reporters working
in Baghdad.

Internet

JAKARTA , 29 Jan — State-run aerospace industry PT Dirgantara Indonesia has
completed a military plane for Pakistan and will deliver three more this year, an

executive said on Wednesday.

“The plane is part of the
order contract for four mili-
tary planes signed on 29 June,
2001 in Rawalpindi, Pakis-
tan,” Dirgantara president
Edwin Soedarmo was quoted
as saying by the Antaranews
agency in the West Java capi-
tal of Bandung.

The CN-235 propeller
plane is priced at 52 million

US dollars for VIP carrier,
Edwin said, adding thateach
of the other three CN-235s
costs 49 million dollars.
According to the origi-
nal contract, Dirgantara
should have delivered the
planes last October, but the
schedule was delayed due to
financial constraints in the
company, which now plans

to lay off more than 5,000
workers.

Edwin said all the planes
will be delivered in stages in
June, August and Decem-
ber. He claimed that each
plane has the short take off
and landing (STOL) ability
and is equipped with night
vision goggles.

MNA/Xinhua

Almost 300 die
during New
Year holidaysin
Vietnam

Hanol, 29 Jan—Vietnam

reported 621 traffic accidents

during the traditional Lunar New Year (Tet) holidays from
January 21-26, which killed 281 people and injured 728
others. The respective figures for the previous Tet were
369,279 and 213, according to the Ministry of Public
Security on Tuesday. The decrease in accident numbers is
mainly attributed to tightened traffic management during
Tet. No extremely serious accidents happened in major
cities.—MNA/Xinhua

k.
An injured Iragi man is wheeled from a ward in a Baghdad
at a hotel in central Baghdad on Wednesday, 28 Jan. 20INTERNET

hospital after an explosion
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Brazilian 519 US soldiers killed since beginning
President says of military operations in Iraq
new economies BacHpaD, 29 Jan—As of Wednesday, 28 Jan, 519 US service members have d
can rU|e since the beginning of military operations in Irag, according to the Department o

Defence. Of those, 361 died as a result of hostile action and 158 died of non-ho
causes, the department said.

The British military has reported 56
deaths; Italy, 17; Spain, eight; Bulgaria,
five; Thailand, two; Denmark, Ukraine and
Poland have reported one each.

Since 1 May, when President
Bushdeclared that major combat operations
in Iraq had ended, 381 US soldiers have
died — 246 as a result of hostile action and

ve [rag arms row swirls

BagHpAD, 29 Jan— Former chief US weapons hunter
David Kay says the belief Irag had weapons of mass
destruction was wrong, as both the United States and
Britain grappled with controversy over why they wentto
war against Saddam Hussein.

Kay spoke to the Senate Armed Services Committee on
Wednesday while in Iraq a suicide bomber killed three
people when he rammed a car packed with explosives into

century

New DELHI, 29 Jan —
Brazilian President Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva said on
Tuesday the 21st Century
belonged to the power-
houses of the developing
world, who should stop ask-

135 of non-hostile causes, according to the
military.

Since the start of military operations, 2,546
US service members have been injured as a
result of hostile action, according to the
Defense Department. Non-hostile injured
numbered 399.

Internet

ing the West for favours and
start working together.

“We have been treated as
second-class citizens,” he
told a business lunch in In-
dia. “We must change the
economic geography of the
planet. I am convinced if we
work together, this century
will belong to developing
nations.”

Lulahas been urging free
trade among developing
countries as a counterweight
to trade withrich nations and
called on China, Russia and
India to work with him.

Brazil, India and South
Africa have already formed
abloc toboost trade and pool
political muscle in talks with
rich nations.

MNA/Xinhua

A minibus burns after a man, getting off the public minibus, stepped on a roads

bomb killing him in a Baghdad suburb on Monday, 26 Jan, 2004tERNET

a Baghdad hotel.

“Let me begin by saying, we were almost all wrong, and
I certainly include myself here,” Kay said in his first public
appearance on Capitol Hill since stepping down last week.

“I believe that the effort that has been directed to this
point has been sufficiently intense that it is highly unlikely
that there were large stockpiles of deployed militarised
chemical and biological weapons there.”

With US presidential elections due in November, Demo-
crats trying to unseat Republican President George W Bush
are using evidence such as Kay’s to try to make a case that
the White House exaggerated intelligence to go to war —
waged to rid Iraq of what Washington said was an arsenal of

banned weapons.

In Britain, Bush’s staunchest ally in the war against Iraq,
Tony Blair, cleared the second hurdle of his toughest week
in power on Wednesday when a judge said the prime
minister bore no blame for the suicide of a top Iraq weapons

expert.

Although the report by senior judge Lord Hutton for the
most part exonerated Blair, it did not rule on the merits of the
idear and many Britons remain unconvinced of whether it was

justified. — Internet

Top Iraqgi official calls for
UN-monitored census

BaeHpAD, 29 Jan— lIraqi authorities will ask the United Nations to oversee

national census if and when it returns to Iraq, in what could be a politically charged

move ahead of elections due next year.

If the survey is con-
ducted, it would be the first
full accounting of the coun-
try’s make-up in more than
45 years.

Depending on whatques-
tions are asked, it could be
anexplosive moveinacoun-
try where there are few accu-
rate figures on the size of the
population or its religious
and ethnic breakdown, both
of which are deeply divisive
issues.

Adnan Pachachi, presi-
dent of the Iragi Governing
Council, told a pro-democ-
racy gathering in Baghdad a
census was one of several

issues that needed to be ad-
dressed before US authori-
ties hand power back to
Iraqis on 1 July.

“We will ask the United
Nations to run a complete,
exact census and to put in
place voter lists via voterreg-
istration centres throughout
Iraq,” Pachachi told around
250 Baghdad leaders gath-
ered to discuss the power
transfer.

Itis not yetclear whether
the United Nations will re-
turn to Iraq after pulling out
of the country in October
last year following the
bombing of its Baghdad

headquarters.

US authorities and the
Governing Council have
asked it to return to help de-
cide whether it is possible to
hold early, direct elections
before the July power trans-
fer, as Iraq’s leading Shiite
cleric, Ayatollah Ali al-
Sistani, has demanded.

Currently, the US-led
administration plans to hold
a series of indirect caucuses
leading to creation of a tran-
sitional authority that would
take power from July. A
Constitution would then be
written and elections held in
2005.— MNA/Reuters

A

Iraqgi paper doubts UN'’s ability of
holding direct elections

BaGHDAD, 29 Jan — In an article entitled “Its our fate that Annan decides our
destiny,” Iragi newspaper Al Mashrig on Wednesday put into doubt the ability of a|

UN team to assess the possibility of holding direct elections in Iraq.

UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan announced
Tuesday that he agreed to
send a team of experts to Iraq
to assess the situation and
the possibility to hold gen-
eral elections in the war-torn
country.

The team is to arrive here
on Wednesday.

The decision was an-
nounced by Annan in re-
sponse to a request from the
United States, whose plan to
install a government by a
transitional assembly by June

30 met strong opposition
from the majority Shiite
Muslim community in Iraq.

“Today all Iraqis are wait-
ing for the word of the UN
employees on whether or not
to have elections, which is
the most serious issue in the
Iraqi streets,” said the paper.

“Who can guarantee that
they will deal professionally
and honestly with their mis-
sion,” asked the paper.

The paper reminded the
Iraqis of the inspections in
the time of the former presi-

dent Saddam Hussein, say-
ing that each inspector was
“a time bomb”.

“Iraqis held their breaths
during the inspection time
for fear that the wrong word
was uttered by an inspector
and Iraq was put as a scape
goat,” added the paper.

Last November, US civil
administrator for Iraq Paul
Bremer and the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council IGC) signed
anaccord providing forhand-
ing over power to Iraqis by
July.— MNA/Xinhua

UNSC members support Annan’s
decision to send team to Iraq

UNiTep NaTions, 29 Jan — Several members of the UN Security Council have
supported Secretary-General Kofi Annan'’s decision to send a team to Iraq to examine

the feasibility of elections before the June 30 transfer of sovereignty.

“T have come to the con-
clusion that the UN can play a
constructive role in helping to
find a way out from the cur-
rentimpasse,” Annansaidina
statement in Paris Tuesday.

The Secretary-General
said the team must have ad-
equate security to carry out its
task of soliciting the views of
abroad spectrum of Traqji soci-
ety in the search for alterna-
tives that might be developed
tomove forward to the forma-
tion of a provisional govern-
ment.

“We welcome the deci-
sion by the Secretary-General
to send an electoral mission,
subject to security arrange-

ments,” said Council Presi-
dent Ambassador Heraldo
Muloz of Chile.

“We feel this is a very
important step to collaborate
with the Iraqis in their
political process”, he added.

At the same time, he
emphazised the need for qual-
ity. “Elections can be carried
out in five months,” he said.
“The question is whether you
can carry out credible and
transparent elections.”

US Ambassador to UN
John D Negroponte also wel-
comed Annan’s decision. “It
is part of the process on the
part of the Secretary-General
and the United Nations of re-

engaging itself in Irag,” he
said. “T know this is going to
be a step-by-step process
but it’s definitely a positive
development.”

“Clearly, the United
Nations can play an important
role in this unfolding political
process in Iraq,” Negroponte
added in response to ques-
tions.

German Ambassador
GunterPleugersaid, “wehave
welcomed the fact that the
Secretary-General saw fit, also
regarding hisresponsibility for
the security of his people, to
send this mission to talk to the
people in Iraq and listen to
what they want.”—MNA/PTI
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Iraqi tribal members raise their weapons into the air at a memorial service for a tribal

leader in Samawa, southern Irag, on 28 Jan, 20@dtERNET



Annan says UN to resume ro

BacHDAD, 29 Jan— UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said in Paris on Tuesday that the world body will sen
amission to help the power handover to Iraqis, about three months after the UN staff was evacuated from Iraq d

to security concerns.

The decision was announced by
Annaninresponse to arequest from the
United States, whose plan to install a
government by a transitional assembly
by June 30 met strong opposition from
the majority Shiite Muslim community
in Iraq.

UN civil administrator for Iraq Paul
Bremer and an Iraqi Governing Coun-
cil (IGC) delegation met Annanin New
York last week, urging him to resume
the UNrolein Iraq, including assessing
the feasibility of holding direct elec-
tions in Iraq in the next six month as
called for by top Shiite cleric Ayatollah
Ali Al-Sistani.

The Shiite Muslims, representing
60 per cent of the 25 million Iraqi
population, have been flexing their
muscles after three decades of repres-
sion under Saddam Hussein.

Last November, Bremer and IGC
signed an accord providing for handing
over power to Iraqis next June.

However, differences soonemerged
over how to choose representatives to
the top new government organs which
will replace the American-hand picked
IGC. While most Iraqis want direct
democratic elections, the CPA and some
IGC members favour the caucuses sys-
tem to select such organs including the
provisional Parliament, saying that the
troubled situation in the country made
such elections almost infeasible.

Postwar Iraq is suffering from inse-
curity and incessant armed attacks by
guerillas on US-led coalition forces
and civilian Iraqi target in which scores
of innocent Iraqi people were killed or
injured.

Meanwhile, Al-Sistani upholds di-
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rect elections and has drawn tens of
thousands of supporters on to the streets
of Iraq. He also said he favours a UN
assessment of the feasibility of such
elections.

He has indicated that he will agree
to compromise if the United Nations
sends a team of experts to Iraq that
concludes it would be impossible to
organize free and fair elections before
the handover deadline.

So far, Annan has sent a team to
Baghdad to study the possibility of des-
patching a group of experts on elec-
tions, and another security team to de-
cide on whether it would be safe for UN
staff to return.

Most Iraqis want the United Na-
tions to act as a counter-balance to the
overwhelming US influence in their
country. — MNA/Xinhua

Al-Arabiya to resume coverage
from Iraq after two-month ban

BacHpaD, 29 Jan— Arab satellite television Al-
Arabiya resumed its coverage from Iraq after the in-
terim Governing Council lifted a two-month ban im-
posed for “inciting to murder.”

“Al-Arabiya can resume work immediately in Iraq,” the
head of the Governing Council’s media committee, Samir
al-Sumaydai, told AFP. “The channel has promised to work
in a professional manner,” he said. In Dubai, Saad al-
Silawi, the regional director of the Saudi-owned channel
said the US-installed council “did not put any conditions”
for allowing the channel to reopen its Iraq office. Al-
Arabiya will operate in full freedom while abiding by the
laws in force in Iraq, he said.

The Dubai-based satellite TV ceased operating in Iraq
on November 24, one day after it was banned on grounds of
“inciting murder” when it broadcast a tape of ousted Iraqi
president Saddam Hussein calling for attacks on Governing
Council members. —Internet

German Minister dams US

military policy

BerLIN, 29 Jan— German Minister of Economic Cooperation Heidemarie

Wieczorek-Zeul on Tuesday criticized the US claim that it can launch preventivarl.'- By
military strike even without UN permission. e

Speaking ataconference
of the Federal Academy for
Security Policy here, she
called the US concept of
preemptive strike violating
international laws and coun-
terproductive.

The United States has
set on “aggressive unilater-
alism,” which opens door for
arbitrariness, she said.

The experience in Iraq
shows that with its military
superiority, the United States
has won the war, but not

peace, while the previously
non-existent problem of
combination of Arab nation-
alism and terrorism has now
surfaced, she said.

The European security
policy does notexclude mili-
tary intervention, but more
importantly, it relies on ci-
vilian crisis prevention, she
said.

The policy to help devel-
oping countries is more cost
saving and more humane,
while “military intervention

is always expensive,” she

the unequal distribution of
resources and this problem
could not be solved by mili-
tary means.

She called for rooting
out violence by promoting
education, health care and
economic development in
poor countries.

MNA/Xinhua

added. | 4

The German official 'a'- -
noted that conflicts in the | F "
world were connected with :‘

50 miles west of Baghdag-INTERNET

A truck and trailer burn after a roadside bomb blast in Khaldiyah, Irag, on 27 Jan,
2004. Three American soldiers were killed and one was wounded in a large explosion

Blair faces damaging defeat as
Hutton report looms

L onpbon, 29 Jan — British Prime Minister Tony Blair

could suffer a damaging defeat in Parliament on Tuest International Chamber of Commerce (ICC)

day, the night before a potentially explosive report into

an Iraq weapons expert’s suicide poses a further threat Robbery against Ships” that 21 seamen

to his government.
Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott said that with just
hours to go until a vote on plans to make students pay more

IMB says Maritime piracy increased sharply in 2003| Bglkans

Lonpbon, 29 Jan—Pirate attacks on ships worldwide increased to 445 in 20
compared with 370 in the previous year, according to the London-based Internation.

Maritime Bureau (IMB) Wednesday.
The International Maritime Bureau of

said in its annual report “Piracy and Armed
werekilled in these incidents compared with

10in2002 and 71 crew and passengers were
listed as missing.

This was the second highest number of
attacks since the IMB’s Malaysia-based
Piracy Reporting Centre began compiling
statistics in 1991, slightly below the 469
incidents in 2000 but sharply up from the
370 attacks in 2002.

"enhance
cooperation
against money

MNA/Xinhua

for higher education, Blair was staring down the barrel, with
dozens in his Labour Party vowing to defy him.

“On the way the figures are at the moment, to be
absolutely honest, the government will get defeated unless
some more people come over,” Prescott told BBC radio.

Rejection of his education reforms — which would be
Blair’s first major policy defeat — and harsh criticism in
Judge Lord Hutton’s report on the death of David Kelly
could leave the Premier wounded, perhaps even fatally.

Neither is inevitable and financial markets, although
jittery, are not betting against the resilient Blair yet.

Butto be beaten by his own supporters would deal ahuge
blow to his authority and leave his flagship public service
reform plans in tatters.

It may even force Blair to call a rare confidence vote in
his government. Voting on the second reading of the bill is
setfor 1900 GMT. No British government has been defeated
at this stage, which debates a bill’s broad principles, since
1986. “This is not an easy situation for Tony. We need to win
this vote,” Prescott said.

Blair commands the biggest parliamentary majority in
recent British history, controlling 408 of the 659 seats in the
House of Commons. Losing a vote should be inconceivable.

But since waging war in Iraq last year, and with none of
the banned weapons that Blair argued made military action
necessary yet found, many in his party are no longer pre-
pared to give him the benefit of the doubt. — MNA/Reuters

laundering

TirANA, 29 Jan — Bal-
kan countries decided to en-
force their cooperation in the
fights against money-laun-
dering and financial support
to terrorism at a two-day
regional conference that
ended here Tuesday, the ATA
news agency reported.

Participants discussed the
issues of establishing the le-
gal framework for regional
collaboration in the fight
against money laundering.
They also discussed ways to
enhance cooperation in this
fight.

Money laundering has
been detrimental to the eco-
nomic stability and devel-
opment of Balkan countries,
as it generates and spreads

US Army troops survey the scene of a bomb attack at a Baghdad hotel, on 28 Jan,cPid@4, said sources close to
A suicide bomber blew up a car packed with explosives outside the hotel on Wednésdageting.

INTERNET

MNA/Xinhua
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Irag under US and allies’ occupation
Civilian deaths resulting from US invasion in lraq

coalition in Baghdad, Iraq ,on 18 Jan 2004.

US soldiers remove the body of an Iragi man killed during clashes in Latifiyah, s
of Baghdad.

A wounded Iragi girl sits in her bedroom in front of a hole caused when a
rocket tore into her family's apartment in central Baghdad.

The unipolar world dominated by a super power nation is leading
the world to economic chaos, political anarchy, uncertainty and fear
The people of the world are not going to recover, and have peace fpr
as long as threats are used for political and economic reforms th#t

most of the world is not ready for and not willing to accept.

children visit a wounded woman, who was shot while walking to work in the city
of Najaf on 21 December, 2003

Civilian deaths up to December (2003)

1. | Roadside bomb 14
2. | Gun fire 283
3. | Air strikes 1271
4. | Cluster bomb 279
5. | Car bomb 89
6. | Others 7865

Total 9801

ruth

An Iraqgi family injured in mortor attack sit on a bed at al-Husseiniyah hospital in
Karbala, Irag, on 28 Dec, 2003.

Ali Ismail, 12,
receives treatment at
a Saddam City
Hospital in Saddam
City, a district of
Baghdad, Iraq, on
Saturday, 12 April,
2003. Ismail lost
both arms and
suffered burns over
most of his body
following coalition
attacks over
Baghdad.

~ @@
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Hailing the 57th Anniversary Union Day;
Development images of Shan State (North) in the tim

of the State Peace and Development Council

A "

The main aim of the border area development programme is developmen

national races in border areas, and is to enable them to earn a proper livi
after eradicating poppy cultivation. The photo shows Laukkai Drug
Elimination Museum, a symbol of efforts to fight against narcotic drugs. The Government has been striving for development of the border regions yhich
lagged behind in progress for various reasons in the past. Nowadays, people in
Deve|0pment Sector 1988 2004 the border regions are witnessing progress in their respective regions and are
also enjoying the fruit of peace and tranquillity in their regions. The photo shows
Agriculture an aerial view of Panhsan (Pankam) in Shan State (North).
Irrigation facilities - 2
Highland cultivation - 4388 acres
Poppy-substitute crops - 66461 acres
Electric power
Hydropower plant 2 13
Diesel-fired power plant 13 34
Shweli Hydropower
Project (under construction) 1
Communication
Post office 37 55
Telegraph office 13 32
Auto-exchange 1 7
Manual exchange 8 33
Ground satellite station - 3
Microwave station - 15 - |
Information Thanks to the emergence of the network of roads and bridges, local people can
TV retransmission station - 28 travel wherever they want in Shan State. In the breathtaking scenery, a heavy
truck seen rolling on the mountain road section of the Mandalay-Lashio-Muse
Education Road, an important facility helping promote Myanmar’s border trade with the
Basic education People’s Republic of China, and develop a large region covering the northern
high school 23 63 Shan State especially the border areas with Muse, a border town, at the centre.
Middle school 77 119
Primary school 1167 1535
School with multimedia centre - 21
College 1 3
Health
Hospital - 53
Regional health care centre - 1
Rural health care centre - 52
Traditional clinic - 9
Building new road
Hsipaw-Manli-Tonlawt-
Pankaytu section - 78.75 miles
Mongshu-Tangyan section - 55 miles
Namlaung-Mongyai-Lashio section - 79 miles
Pankaytu-Kehsi-Mongnaung section - 52 miles
Tangyan-Hsaungkye-Hsipaw section - 101 miles 2 .
Bridge Coal deposits found in Manpanponmar region in Tangyan Township,
Above 180 feet 12 19 Shan State (North). Coal produced in the coal mines in Shan State (North)
Under 180 feet 24 377 is of high quality.
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| Hailing the 57th Anniversary Union Day

Colonialists’ instigations to drive a wedge
among national races

%
Marching toward

Golden

al

Unity is

Landln

t

strength

7

The Union of
Myanmar has stood as an
independent and sover-
eign nation with its own
monarchs for thousands
of years. The national
brethren have been living
in the nation through
thick and thin, building
mutual help, friendship
and understanding.

The colonialists waged
three aggressive wars on
Myanmar — in 1824,
1852 and 1885 — and
then occupied the nation.
With whatever arms they
could get, the national
races launched attacks
against the intruders for
10 years.

Well aware of the
strength of Union Spirit
and concrete unity of the
national races, the
colonialists laid down
various wicked schemes
so as to colonize the na-
tion for a long time.
Then, the British prac-
tised the divide-and-rule

policy to stop the national
resistance against them
after sowing discord
among the national races.

The colonialists em-
ployed all possible ways
and means in political,
administrative and racial
spheres to undermine na-
tional solidarity. They
sowed discord and hatred
among national races by
adopting different admin-
istrative policy and cre-
ating racial riots.

Regarding the social
sector, they brought for-
eigners into the nation,
and drove a wedge be-
tween the natives and the
foreigners.

Giving priority to self-
interests, the British
colonialists violated
Myanmar’s traditions,
culture and customs and
introduced the western
culture into the nation.

Furthermore, they
ruled Myanmar dividing
it into the plains and the

e

Morton, a British, was killed at the fortress.

Hsamar fortress of the British colonialists. The fortress was repeatedly attacked by Kachin national
{ race who were engaged in anti-colonialist movement. It was also known as Fort Morton as ?aptaln

hill regions. In the proc-
ess, the invaders desig-
nated parts of the nation
as Rakhine hill region,
Chin  hill region,
Hugaung valley region
and Thanlwin District.

special regions.

The colonialists sepa-
rated Shan State from
other regions and allowed
it to continue to practise
feudalism. In addition to
Shan State, the British

Soe Nyein San

They also separated Shan
State into feudal Shan
State, a member of the
Union, and Shan State
free from the Union.
The British also des-
ignated plains of Myit-
kyina and Bhamo Dis-
trict, Homalin, Mawlaik,
Kawkareik and Mya-
wady upstream Chindwin
River, and Kayin hill re-
gion east of Thaton as

caused dissension among
Chin nationals in Chin
State with poor transpor-
tation. Like other national
races, Kachin nationals
strongly fought against
the intruders. The British
had to tackle the strong
resistance and so they
could not immediately es-
tablish administrative ma-
chinery in Kachin State.
Only after 1895, they

could enact the law to rule
Kachin hill region. They
declared that the law was
specially meant for
Kachin nationals in the

region. So, other national
races living in Kachin hill
region were not covered
by the law.

(See page 9)

The Union of Myanmar has stood
as an independent and sovereign ng
tion with own monarchs for thousands
of years. The national brethren have
been living in the nation through thick
and thin, building mutual help, friend-
ship and understanding.

The colonialists waged three aggres
sive wars on Myanmar — in 1824, 1852
and 1885 — and then occupied the ng
tion. Holding whatever arms they could
get, the national races launched attacks
against the intruders for 10 years.

o gl

L National brethren residing in Myanmar bravely fought against colonialists who encroached upon the sovereignty of Myanmar. J
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Colonialists’ instigations to drive a wedge
among national races

(from page 8)

The enacted laws
for Chin hill region
could be prescribed only
in 1896. Heads of the
villages got authority
just to dispose of petty
cases and to levy taxes.

In January 1892,
Bawlake, Kyebogyi,
Naungpale and Nan-
mekhon became the re-
gions under the govern-
ment of India. In ad-
ministration, heads of
Kayinni areas had to
follow the instructions
of the British. They
could not contact with
other regions without the
permission of the Brit-
ish. Staff could be ap-
pointed only with the
approval of a British of-
ficial.

The British made
instigations between
Kayin and other national
races. Kayin nationals
had been living together
in amity and in peace
with other national races
for thousands of years.
In 1885-86 a reserve
unit of the Police Force
was formed by the Brit-
ish. The unit made up
of Kayin nationals only
was employed for crack-
ing down anti-colonialist
struggle in lower
Myanmar

They practised the
strategy to break up
unity or the divide-and-
rule policy during their

colonial rule in
Myanmar.
They ruled the

plains, Shan State and
other hill regions and
border areas using dif-
ferent methods of ad-

ministration. They ruled
national races of border
areas as if they were
from early period of
man. There were differ-
ent administrative forms
in Chin hill region.
They aimed at weaken-
ing the close relations
among the national
races. It was the attempt
to break up the tradition
of Myanmar national
races who had waged
anti-colonialist wars be-
tween 1885-1900 that
there is unity in case
of emergency. The im-
perialists were afraid of
unity and courage of
Myanmar national races.

The imperialists al-
lowed the elected gov-
ernment to rule the
mainland, lower part of
Sagaing Division, Man-
dalay, Magway, Bago,
Ayewawady, Yangon
and Taninthayi Divisions
under the 1935
Myanmar government
act. They said that there
was still less political
development in hill re-
gions. Giving this ex-
cuse, the British gover-
nor-general himself di-
rectly ruled those re-
gions. It was the cun-
ning plot to divide the
plains and hill regions.

When the British
occupied Myanmar the
territory was that of
the Myanmar Empire
founded by King
Alaungmintayagyi. They
divided the country into
many parts.

It is the characteris-
tic of old and new
colonialists in separation
of the regions according

'l
The photo taken at the 21st Anniversary Union Pg
shows Daipha Duwa, the leader of Kachin natigng
race who fought against the colonialists.

<

~

\
Poem

Our nation, our village

In lower country, rivers and creeks abound
Green and golden paddies, fragrant with rain|
How pleasant is the scenery.

In upper country, there's sunshine plentiful
The levelfields of vegetation, smell of Htanaun|
How sweet-smelling it can be.

In the Shan, Chin, Kachin hills
Strewn with mist, there pinewood aplenty
Strange as they can be.

In Kayah and Kayin, there are streams aflow|
Emerald green forests, mixed with beauty
Scenes that take your breath away.

In Mon, Taninthayi and Rakhine
Cool crests of waves, wafted by the wind
There’s peace all around.

Our nation, our village, everywhere

Beauty's to be found allaround

Our village, our land, our people

With lofty generosity, goodwill

Brimming with loving kindness, hearts of gold
If our land, village is transgressed

We shall crush all enemies

In all unity, and solidarity

With all our strength, love of roots

We are known to repulse.

Min Yu Wai (Trs)
Hailing the 57th Anniversary Union Day.

to religion, race and
geographical and politi-
cal conditions.

If the British had to
grant independence to
Myanmar, they would
leave hill regions as
their colony. It was ob-
vious that it was the
driving of a wedge
among the national races
with their political
tricks.

The Union spirit of
Myanmar national races
living in weal and woe
for thousands of years is
the essence of the Un-
ion that will continue to
exist forever.
Translation: MS°+'NY

V-

ing racial riots.

foreigners.

Well aware of the strength of Union Spirit and concrete
unity of the national races, the colonialists laid down various
wicked plans so as to colonize the nation for a long timej
Then, the British practised the divide-and-rule policy to stop
the national resistance against them so that it caused dissef-
sions among the national races.

The colonialists employed all possible ways and mearns
in political, administrative and racial spheres to undermine
national solidarity. They sowed discord and hatred among
national races by adopting different ruling policy and creat-

Regarding the social sector, they brought foreigners intg
the nation, and drove a wedge between the natives and

N
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leaders of Chin national race who fought against the colonialists.J
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A tradefair for national
economic devel opment

Article by Reporter Khin Maung Thaw

(Kamayut)

Photos by Nyi Bo Bo Chaw

Holding of the trade
fairs, participated by local
and foreign companies, in
the nation helps local entre-
preneurs acquire business
knowledge they can apply
in promoting the sale of
their products.

The Yangon Trade Fair
2004 will also be the one
that will help develop the
national economy in multi-
aspects and promote the pri-
vate sector.

It will be held at Yangon
Trade Centre on Pazun-
daung Road, Yangon, for
four days from 30 January
to 2 February 2004 with the
permission of the Ministry

—

el
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of Commerce.

In an interview with the
members of the board of di-
rectors of a business organi-
zation which has much ex-
perience in holding trade
fairs, they explained the aim
of the Yangon Trade Fair.
The directors of Quartz In-
ternational Co Ltd told me
that its aim was to make the
public know more about the
quality goods, to share busi-
ness knowledge among the
entrepreneurs to develop the
manufacturing techniques
and production of the ad-
vanced type of goods in the
nation, to strengthen their
markets and to achieve

—_
=

sound economic founda-
tions in building a new na-
tion.

“The local and foreign
fashion companies, services
and industries producing
cosmetics,  household
goods, electronic appli-
ances, plastic wares, cos-
tumes, foodstuff, construc-
tion material, stationery,
light machinery and medi-
cines will open booths
there”, they added.

“Mainly, the trade fair
will concentrate on exhibit-
ing various kinds of import-
substitute goods and new
products. Old ways of dis-
tributing goods will not work

e

VeVe booth of Hnin Hnin Khine Co Ltd.

at present. As competition is
high among the producers,
trade fairs are being held to
help them get in touch with
the consumers. As they can
directly introduce their
goods to the consumers, they
will be able to launch sale
promotion campaigns,” they
explained.

Great Summit Interna-
tional Co Ltd is planning to
sell Korean-made laminate
sheets with 10-years guaran-
tee at reasonable prices at the
trade fair, while Hnin Hnin
Khine Co Ltd and Green
Circle Co Ltd are making ar-
rangements for the consum-
ers to directly buy various
kinds of VeVe brand import-
substitute foodstuff from the
producers.

“We are going to intro-
duce the VeVe milk candy
at the fair in addition to dis-
playing our other food prod-
ucts that are made from fresh
local fruits”, an official of
the two companies said.

plained plans to stage per-
formances of young artistes
and models, saying that by
holding the entertainment
programmes, he hoped to
find fresh blood for his com-
pany. “People find it easy
to buy their choice of goods
at a trade fair where differ-
ent brands and types of
goods are available at a sin-
gle place.

And producers are going
to sell their goods at reason-
able prices”, Managing Di-
rector Daw Myat Thet Aye
of the Quartz International
Co Ltd told me, adding,
there are lucky draw pro-
grammes for the buyers, and
the first prize of K 100,000
will be awarded to the win-
ner on the last day of the
fair. The best booth design-
ing award will also be pre-
sented at the fair, that will
be opened to public from 9
am to 6 pm every day from
30 January to 2 February.

where they can enjoy win-
dow-shopping or buy goods
at fair prices and draw lucky
dips. And the admission is
free!”, she said.

The State is rendering
assistance in all sectors for
the national economic devel-
opment in accord with its
four economic objectives.

In accord with one of the
four economic objectives —
Proper evolution of the mar-
ket-oriented economic sys-
tem — the State has been
permitting to hold the trade
fairs not only in Yangon, but
also in the whole nation.
Producers need to publicize
their goods and find markets.
Likewise, the wider avail-
ability of the new brands of
product manufactured as the
import-substitute goods is
also important. Thus, the
trade fairs are being held to
introduce the new items and
advertise all kinds of prod-
ucts.

e | Meanwhile, the head of Star “T would like to invite (Translation: TMT)
Korea-made laminated flooring tiles. | Entertainment Co Ltd ex- | the people to visit the fair| Myanma Alin: 29-1-2004
. l:l . —_— |
Pakokku U Ohn Pe Literary
Awards Trust Fund
Supervisory Committee meets o

YANGON, 29 Jan —The
Pakokku U Ohn Pe Literary
Awards Trust Fund Supervi-
sory Committee held a meet-
ing at the hall of the Ministry
of Information on Theinbyu
Road here this afternoon.

It was attended by Chair-
man of the Supervisory Com-
mittee Deputy Minister for
Information Brig-Gen Aung
Thein, Deputy Chief Justice
Dr Tin Aung Aye, depart-
mental heads, Sayagyi U Ohn
Pe, members of the Supervi-
sory Committee and guests.

On the occasion, the
deputy minister gave a
speech. Secretary of the Su-
pervisory Committee U Hla
Tun (Hla Tun-Twantay) pre-
sented matters for holding
this year's prize-distribution
ceremony in Pakokku.

Next, Managing Direc-
tor of Printing and Publish-
ing Enterprise U Myint

Thein, Chairman of Pakokku
U Ohn Pe Literary Awards
Selection Committee UMyo
Thant (Maung Hsu Shin),
Treasurer of the Supervisory
Committee Deputy General
Manager (Accounts) of the
PPE U Mya Maung, Direc-
tor-General of the Education
Planning and Training De-
partment under the Ministry
of Education U Bo Win and
Chairman of Pakokku Dis-
trict Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Htay Oo re-
ported on holding the cer-
emony sector-wise.

Deputy Chief Justice Dr
Tin Aung Aye and Sayagyi
U Ohn Pe asessed the re-
ports. Those presentalso held
a general round of discus-
sions.

The deputy minister at-
tended to the needs and gave
closing remarks.

MNA
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Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung Thein gives a speech at the meeting of Pakokku U Ohn Pe Literary Awards Trust
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AIDS is a national concern

Asian fish shares fly as bird flu hits food firms

SiNGAPORE, 29 Jan — As restaurants across Asia took chicken off the menu during an outbreak of bird flu,

investors reshuffled their portfolios on Wednesday to boost exposure to seafood and pork while-carving away fowl-

related stocks.

Hoping for a swift pick-
up in demand for seafood as
consumers shun poultry, in-
vestors poured money into
Asian fish producers, push-
ing up prices of fish firms in
Japan and Korea.

“You want to sell chick-
ens, and get into fish and
pigs. What you want to be
doingis buying anything that
slaughters pigs in China,
outfits like People’s Food,”

said one Hong Kong-based
food and beverage analyst.

He also suggested inves-
tors look at Thai Union Fro-
zen Products PCL (TUF), a
major canned tuna exporter
and retail-focused conglom-
erate China Resources En-
terprise Ltd.

Millions of chickens have
been slaughtered and sev-
eral governments including
Singapore have banned poul-

try imports from a list of 10
countries now affected by
the disease, including China
and its vast poultry industry.

Atleasteight people have
died.

In one example of poul-
try disappearing from Asia’s
menus, Hong Kong-based
airline Dragonair plans to
drop chicken from its menus
from Friday.

But as major chicken

chains and poultry proces-
sors braced for lost business,
one Singapore chicken pro-
ducer, KSB Elite Holdings
Ltd, said investors had
snapped up the bulk of asmall
privately placed share offer-
ing as part of an initial public
offering.

An adviser to the deal,
however, acknowledged that
bird flu held the price down.

MNA/Reuters



Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan views a booth at the Thjrd

Myanmar ICT Week-2004. wm~a

Minister for Culture inspects ancient

pagodas in Salin, tours Bagan

YANGON, 29 Jan — Minister for Culture Maj-Gen
Kyi Aung inspected renovation of Laysin Yoksonekyaung
in Salin on 27 January morning.

Together with officials, the minister looked into
Koehsaung Kyaunggyi in which Bo Ottama, Bo Byaing
Gyi and Bo Byaing Lay took a foothold to launch attacks
against the British colonialists in the Myanmar’s
independence struggle. There the minister viewed the
cemetery where 17 British officers who were killed in the
independence struggle were buried. The minister also
viewed the Pyu period pagoda at the entrance to Salin.

The minister paid reverence to Kyapin Ngamyethna
Pagoda built by King Narapati Sithu in Bagan period. He
gave instructions to the officials on excavation tasks at
Kyapin Village, ancient Pyu city.

Next, Minister for Culture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung and
party went to Bagan-NyaungU and inspected Bagan
Archaeological Museum.

Afterwards, the minister inspected construction of
a retaining wall and artefacts unearthed at the site for
excavation of the ancient palace of King Anawrahta. The
minister gave instructions.

In the evening, Minister for Culture Maj-Gen Kyi
Aung inspected the work site for excavation of the ancient
palace, renovation of Phwa Saw Hsutaungpyae Pagoda,
Myinkapa Gupyaukkyi Pagoda and Wetkyi-in Gupyaukkyi
Pagoda and left necessary instructions. — MNA
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Information Minister visits
Myanmar ICT Week-2004

YANGON, 29 Jan — The Third Myanmar ICT Week-
2004 went on for the ninth day at the MICT Park on
Hline University Campus in Hline Township here today.

The exhibition was crowded with the students,
service personnel and people.

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan
arrived at the exhibition at 5.15 pm. Myanma Radio and
Television Director-General U Khin Maung Htay,
members of Board of MICTDC Directors and officials
welcomed the minister.

The minister viewed the booths. Officials concerned
conducted the minister round the exhibition.

The exhibition will be kept open until 31 January
from 9 am to 5 pm. — MNA

All this needs to
be known

* Do not be frightened whenever intimidated
* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered

* Do not be softened whenever appease[i

J“"—I’lhln’.‘ Cl

Salone Traditional Festival 2004

(Sea Gypsy Festival)
Ma Kyone Galet Village, Myeik
Archipelago
Union of Myanmar
14 to 17 February 2004

CORRECTION

In the news “Cultural Minister inspects antiques”
which appeared on column 1 to 4 on page 15 of
29-1-2004 issue of NLM, please read: “He also inspected
the octogonal shaped pagoda’s foundation measuring 56
feet in diametre and 3.5 feet in height and the charcoal
layer four feet below” on 9th line of the second paragraph
of the story. On the 7th line, third para, second column,
please read BC 5th century instead of BC 11th century.
Ed
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Pho La Pyae Co Ltd introduces

new products

YANGON, 29 Jan — Pho La Pyae Co Ltd held a
ceremony to introduce its new products, Scorpion C Plus,
and to present the best seler awards at the Sedona Hotel
on Kaba Aye Pagoda Road here this morning.

It was attended by Managing Director of the
company U Thura Thwin, General Manager U Aung Lat,
company staff, Seller, and guests.

After a speech given by U Thura Thwin, master of
ceremonies Daw Tin Moe Lwin gave an account on the
new products. Later, U Thura Thwin and officials of the
company presented the best seller awards and the
consolation prizes to winners. — MNA

- PH[] ]-”!'1 PYAE
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Managing Director of the Pho La Pyae Co U Thur
Thwin speaks on the occasion. mxa

CAM office to be closed on

Bakari 1dd Day
YANGON, 29 Jan — As 2 February 2004 (Monday)
is Bakari Idd Day, the public holiday, the Controller of
Military Accounts Office of the Ministry of Defence in
Yankin here will also be closed on that day. — MNA
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Thousands of books are walting to give you
knowledge free of charge

ADVDERTISEMENTS

Rio de Janeiro
police shoot dead
34 in anti-drug
sweep

Rio DE JaNEIRO (Brazil),
29 Jan — Police in Rio de
Janeiro have shot dead 34
people in a sweeping crack-
down on drug gangs in the
city’sinfamous shantytowns
since November, officials
said on Tuesday.

A police spokesman de-
scribed the victims as crimi-
nal suspects killed in shoot-
outs.

MNA/Reuters

UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION
MYANMA RAILWAYS.
INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER
1. Sealed Tenders are invited by Myanma Railways, for supply of the following

Carbon Brush TA-641, Bore Gauge Extension, Injector Tester and MTU Special Tools
which will be purchased in Myanmar Kyats:-

2003-2004

SrNo. Tender No Description Quantity:
1. 12(T) 27/MR (ML) Carbon Brush TA-641 580 - Pairs
2003-2004
2. 12(T) 28/MR (ML) (1) Bore Gauge Extension 1 - No
2003-2004 (2) Injector Tester Complete 2 - Nos
with Gauge & Pipe
3. 12(T) 29/MR (ML) MTU Special Tools 4 -Ttems

Closing Date: 10-2-2004 (Tuesday) (12:00) Hours
Opening Date: 10-2-2004 (Tuesday) (14:00) Hours
2. Tender documents are available at the office of the Deputy General Manager (Supply),
Myanma Railways, corner of 51 Street and Merchant Street, Botataung, Yangon
starting from 30-1-2004 during the office hours.
3. For further details please call: 291982, 201555 Ext: 602, 605, 612.

Deputy General Manager
Supply Department, Myanma Railways, Botataung, Yangon

PEADE SLARK CALTHIIS
Dhiniliin-Bisk Tivleinatin
il {Cayman}, Limiosd of
Mess  Pisrsbn (Cayaian)
Lirnied, Brigsh Asierican
Ceaaler, Phise D11, D B
Divive, Gesaige Towm, Girasd
Corprean, Caviros lilamds 1w
fhe Charwer of the Tolowing
Trade Mark
LA HAM BUSH

Fep. Mo, 44 BO6 1 1WH)
Hap, Mg, 47 MMy THY
in mapeE ol “Healisg, wr
condilionisg aad _refrger-
tien appanie, (incleding

¥a

COTESsar]”

Frasdalent  indianon o
usgailborized e al the said
Triak: Mark shall be Seak

dilh icosidiing no kaw
Khine Bhing U, Adveciie
Lo B T B LA M UK
Far Nusham-Bash
Imieraaitanal (1 ay man,
Limiled

F.0LBos. 518, Yaagon
Dkl Banuary 30, DHM

ARRIVAL/CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “BAGO” VOY NO BG 761/N

Consignees of cargo carried on MV “BAGO” Voy No
BG 761/N are hereby notified that the vessel has arrived at
Yangon port on 30-1-04 and will be berthing on about
31-1-2004 and cargoes will be discharged into the premises
of Myanma Port Authority where it will lie at the consign-

ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and

conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 amto 11.30

am and 12 noon to 4 pmup to Claims Day now declared as the

third day after final discharge of cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

CONTAINER FEEDER SERVICE
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE
Phone : 293147, 296507, 295754

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV GEE HONG VOY NO (402)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV GEE HONG Voy
No (402) are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving
on 30-1-04 and cargo will be discharged into the premises of
M.LT.T where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses
and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of

Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from

the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the

Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S EAGLE CORPORATION
Phone : 256908/378316/376797

TRADE MARK

CAUTION NOTICE

INTERNATIONAL
LABORATORIES CORP.,
LTD a company organized
under the laws of THAI-
LAND, and having its prin-
cipal office at 549/2, Soi
Saengsuk, SadhupradistRd.,
Chongnonsi, Yannawa,
Bangkok 10120, Thailand
is the owner and sole
proprietor of the following
Trademark:-

()

Reg. Nos. 4/4733/2003
for Int’'l
Class 03 & 4/4734/2003
for Int’l Class 21
Used in respect of:-
Bleaching preparations and
other substances for laundry
use; cleaning, polishing,
scouring and abrasive
preparations; soaps;
perfumery, moisturizing
facial essence, cosmetics,
hair lotions; dentifrices.
(International Class 03).
Puff, brush set, cheek brush,
eye brush, lip brush, brushes
for cosmetic purposes,
(International Class 21).
Any fraudulent in-

TRADE MARK CAUTION
EYGN LIMITED , a
company incorporated under
the laws of the Bahamas, of
One Montague Place, East
Bay Street, Nassau, Baha-
mas, is the Owner of the fol-
lowing Trade Mark:-

ERNST & YOUMNG

Reg. No. 1791/1989
Reg. No. 1731/2003

in respect of “Class 35: Pro-
vision of business informa-
tion; business management;
and consulting services; ac-
counting and auditing serv-
ices”

Reg. No. 3273/1992

Reg. No. 1732/2003
in respect of “Class 36: Pro-
vision of financial informa-
tion and financial manage-
ment services”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A,H.GP.,,DB.L
for EYGN LIMITED
P.O Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 30 January 2004

fringements, imitation or
unauthorized use of the
above mark will be dealt with
according to law.
TIN OHNMAR TUN

B.A (LAW) LL.B,LL.M (UK)
PO Box 109
Ph:248108/723043
(For Domnern Somgiat &
Boonma Attorneys at Law,
Thailand)
Dated: 30th January, 2004

China’s yo

TiaNNN, 29 Jan — At the
tender age of seven, Shang
Fulin barely survived a fire
that scarred his face and de-
formed his hands despite
eight major operations, in-
cluding skin transplants and
face-lifts.

But Shang has built up a
pleasant and outgoing per-
sonality and learned to face
up to all his pains in life,
physical and mental, over
the past six years, thanks to
the help he hasreceived from
alocal scout association for
boys and girls whose child-

uth learns to

hood was overshadowed by
mishaps ranging fromillness
and poverty to loss of par-
ents.

The scout group was
foundedin 1997 in Hexi Dis-
trict, northern China’s
Tianjin municipality, 120
kilometres from the nation’s
capital Beijing, as China’s
first non-governmental or-
ganization to foster the men-
tal well-being of these disad-
vantaged children.

Despite all the pains he
had to endure, Shang has
learned to swim, paint and

be strong as scouts

play chess from the scouts,
and encouraged his peers to
be as strong and optimistic
toward life.

The scouts are a neces-
sary supplement to school
education, said sources with
the local education autho-
rity. “These children need
special care and support from
the society, but above all,
they need to be strong,” said
an official.

“We’re strong and full of
sunshine,” the children
would sing each time they
gather for gymnastics, sum-

mer and winter camps and
voluntary services at com-
munities. To date, the scout
association has set up 40
branches in Tianjin and
opened a hotline to provide
psychological counselling
for children. It has received
several hundred thousand
yuan in donation from cor-
porate and individual donors.
Of its 4,000 members,
2,520 have got financial aid
and 2,000 have received spe-
cial training on a wide range
of cultural and sport avoca-
tions. —MNA/Xinhua

Eleven bodies
found in Mexico
house amid
drug war

Ciupap JuarRez (Mexico),
28 Jan— Mexican police said
on Tuesday they found 11
bodies at the home of a sus-
pected leading drug trafficker
in a violent city on the US
border and were searching
for more victims.

The attorney general’s
office said police unearthed
four bodies at the house in
Ciudad Juarez over the
weekend and found seven
more on Monday. Mexico
has been rocked in the past
weeks by a wave of drug-
related violence, with atleast
18 people gunned down in
the past week in gangland-
style hits.

Police sources said the
victims in the house were
men and that at least some of
them had been beaten, tor-
tured and then suffocated.
Investigators believe the vic-
tims were involved in the
drug trade and may have been
killed as part of a turf war
between rival traffickers.

MNA/Reuters

Japan
balloonist
fails at Pacific

crossing

Tokyo, 29 Jan — A bu-
reaucrat turned adventurer
failed in an attempt to be-
come the first Japanese to
cross the Pacific by hot-air
balloon, just hours after be-
ginning his voyage.

Michio Kanda, a 54-year-
old town official, had taken
off just before dawn from a
dry river bed some 62 miles
north of Tokyo in his bal-
loon, the Milky Way 2

If he had succeeded it
would have been only the
second such flightever made.

But the balloon was
forced to land in the ocean
some 930 miles east of Kinka
Mountain in Miyagi Prefec-
ture in northern Japan, a
Coast Guard official said.

A Coast Guard patrol
boatand aircraft were headed
toward the site to rescue
Kanda and another passen-
ger, the official said.

Kyodonews agency said
the two on board were safe
and that their gondola was
floating on the water.

The previous successful
hot-air balloon crossing was
made in 1991 by a group
from Britain that included
entrepreneur Richard
Branson, who flew from the
southern Japanese prefecture
of Miyazaki to Yellowknife
in Canada, in about46 hours.

MNA/Reuters



A dusting of snow covers one of the lions in Trafalgar Square, London, on late 28 Jan
Britain was braced for another night of snow, ice and freezing temperatures as the co

continued and London received another dusting of snow leading to travel clisosxer
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Hundreds of New York

flights cancelled by snow

NEew York, 29 Jan—Up to a foot of snow blanketed the New York metropolitan area

on Wednesday, cancelling hundreds of flights and closing schools in a region already

chilled by freezing temperatures and above-average snowfall.

Airport officials said nearly 700 flights
had been cancelled at the city’s three major
airports since Tuesday night. The snow-
storm continued into Wednesday, disrupt-
ing travel plans for thousands of people.
The airports were open on Wednesday, but
flight delays were possible.

One man said he made it into New
York’s LaGuardia Airport on Tuesday night
after cutting short a trip in Indianapolis,

, Bilddha, because he feared a big snowstorm.
d snafi was expecting a lot worse,” Richard

waiting for a taxi in Manhattan. “It’s winter.
... It’s supposed to be like this. It could be 10
degrees warmer and raining instead.”

John F Kennedy International Airport
cancelled 49 flights, LaGuardia Airport can-
celled 198 flights and Newark Liberty Inter-
national Airport in neighbouring New Jersey
cancelled 430 flights, the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey said. About 20 per
cent of Amtrak trains running in and out of
New York were cancelled, but city subways,
trains and buses were operating with some

Allen of Milltown, New Jersey, said while | delays, transportofficials said —MNA/Reuters

Anti-corruption drama
performed in HK schools

Hong Kong, 29 Jan—An anti-corruption drama has

been performed in Hong Kong schools as a measure to pq

such message to young students.

The drama, Fake Robin Hood, was produced by the
Hong Kong Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) and the Hong Kong Repertory Theatre (HKRep) for

secondary students.

It tells the story about a secondary student, Ah Kin, who
worked as a part-timer at a bank and discovered that his boss
was planning a bribing activity. On struggling for some
time, Ah Kin decided to report it to the ICAC, and the “black

sheep” was arrested at last.

The dramahas been performedin 102 secondary schools
with a total number of more than 20,000 audience.

Students who have seen the drama said that it was more
effective to use this interactive means to spread anti-corrup-
tion message. It made them more clear about the definition
of corruption. —MNA/Xinhua

Bangladeshi experts say mysterious
disease may be encephalitis

DHaka, 29 Jan—The unknown virus that killed 19 Bangladeshi people in the last two weeks was suspected to be

Sencephalitis by some experts.

According to the Daily
Star Wednesday, in the last
two days, except for a nine-
year-old child from Dhaka
City wasadmitted tothe Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) with symptoms of
high fever, headache, nausea
and spells of unconsciousness,
no other new infections were
reported fromacross the coun-

“We cannot confirm as
yet, but symptoms of the dy-
ing patients suggest the dis-
ease could be encephalitis,”

said Professor Nazmun Nahar,
head of the department of
DMCH Paediatrics.

She said whether it is en-
cephalitis could be easily fig-
ured out after autopsy, but
parents of all the three chil-
dren who died at DMCH have
taken the bodies home with-
out autopsy.

“The government should
take steps to carry out autopsy

in such cases, ’she added.

Dr MA Aziz, professor
of medicine in DMCH, how-
ever, expressed his doubtabout
the opinion of encephalitis.

“If it were encephalitis,
only the brain tissues would
have been affected, but two
patients I have examined had
multiple affected organs and
other symptoms,” said he.

He did not dismiss it as a

possible case of encephalitis,
but stressed there is not proof
yet. Aziz, however, disagreed
to establish any link with bird
flu that broke out in some
neighbouring countries, say-
ing the bird flu causes cold,
fever, pain and headache,
which are quite different from
the symptoms of thisunknown
disease in Bangladesh.
MNA/Xinhua

WHO seeks speedy bird
flu vaccine

GENEVA, 29 Jan—The World Health Organization (WHO) on Wednesday held talks|
with drugs firms and international laboratories on developing a vaccine to fight bird flu,

which it fears could become a pandemic.

Officials said any such
protection was probably still
some six months away, but
that they hoped soon to have
a prototype of the bird flu
virus that could serve as the
basis for a vaccine.

Stressing there was no
sign the avian flu, which has
killed eight people in Viet-
nam and Thailand, could be
transmitted from person to
person, senior officials said

the aim was to be ready for
the worst.

“We are observing a
possible pandemic situation
and we are trying to take
precautionary measures in
case significant human to
human transmission takes
place,” said Klaus Stohr,
head of WHO’s global
influenza programme.

The prototype could be
ready within two months but

after that more time would
be needed to test its safety,
for which they use ferrets,
with the final step being clini-
cal trials.

Stohr said 11 interna-
tional companies had indi-
cated during the
teleconference conducted
from the WHO’s Geneva
Headquarters that they were
ready to take part in the clini-
cal testing.—MNA/Reuters

Regional meeting opens in Bangkok to
address bird flu epidemic

Banckok, 29Jan—Agriculture and health officials from economies hit by bird flu and
world major chicken importers met on Wednesday afternoon here to discuss joint efforts
to curb the spread of the epidemic.

The three-hour meeting,
urgently initiated by the Thai
Government on Saturday,
was expected to hear parties
concerned on how to address
the current situation at the
quickest speed.

Millions of chickens
have been killed on farms in
many areas since the avian
influenza first broke out in

Vietnam and affected many
human beings.

The epidemic also broke
out in Japan, South Korea,
Thailand, Cambodia, Indo-
nesia, China and Taiwan.

So far, atleast 10 people
have died of the disease in
the region whose poultry in-
dustry has already suffered
great losses.

Representatives from
the United States, the Euro-
pean Union, Singapore, Ma-
laysia and Hong Kong par-
ticipated in the meeting. The
‘World Health Organization,
the Food and Agriculture
Organization and the World
Organization for Animal
Health also sent delegates to
the meeting.—MNA/Xinhua

Flood situation
Malaysia improves

Kuawa Lumpur, 29 Jan—The flood situation in Sarawak, east Malaysia, was impro!
ing with more victims returning home, State’s Deputy Chief Minister George Chan sai

recently.

In east

As of Tuesday evening, 3,500 evacu-
ees were still taking shelter at flood relief
centres, Chan said at a Press conference in
Kuching, capital of the state.

A total of 5,500 victims in flood-hit
areas in the state were evacuated to higher
grounds on Monday. The state government
opened 56 relief centres and another 200
mini centres to accommodate those affected
by the floods.

“If heavy rain and high tide do not con-
tinue, all flood-hit areas in Sarawak will
return to normal in two or three days time,” he
said.

The water level at Sungai Sarawak has
receded by two metres and normal high tide
occurred in the evening. However, there was
only small amount of spill-over at the river
bank which did not flow into the Kuching
City Centre.— MNA/Xinhua

European Space Agency astronaut Andre Kuipers from Holland trains for zero gravity
conditions during a parabolic flight on a training plane near Star City outside Moscow,
on 28 Jan, 2004. Kuipers will go to the International Space Station with the Expedition

9 crew in April 2004 for eight days and will return to Earth with Expedition
8 Commander Mike Foale and Alexander Kalefiv+srNET



14 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Friday, 30 January, 2004
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Sevilla forward Reyes joins Arsenal

MaDRID, 29 Jan— Arsenal have agreed a deal to sign Spanish
international forward Jose Antonio Reyes from Sevilla for an
undisclosed fee, the Primera Liga club said on Tuesday.

"I'm leaving the best team in Spain to join the best team in
England," the 20-year-old said at a news conference called to
announce his departure.

Sevilla president Jose Maria del Nido said the club had a
confidentiality pact with Arsenal regarding the cost of the transfer
but he made it clear that the operation was of huge benefit to the

"We said we would only sell Reyes if we received an offer over
and above his market price," Del Nido said.

"The transfer is for more than Bayern Munich paid for (Roy)
Makaay, more than Barcelona paid for Ronaldinho and more than
Real Madrid paid for (David) Beckham."

The cost of Beckham's move from Manchester United before the
start of the current season was 25 million euros, plus up to 10
million euros depending on Real's performances in the Champions
League over the next four years.

MNA/Reuters

Prosecutors ask court to probe AS Roma accounts

RoME, 29 Jan— Prosecutors have asked
a civil court to inspect the accounts of the
company thatcontrols current Italian League
leaders AS Roma, judicial sources close to
the investigation said on Tuesday.

The request comes after a former ac-
countant to Roma 2000, which has a 64 per
cent stake in the Serie A club, identified
irregularities related to some balance sheets
listing nominal and notreal values for shares,
the judicial sources said. AS Roma's Press
officer declined to comment.

The request comes as Italy reels from the
discovery of amultibillion euro accounting
hole at dairy group Parmalat, the parent

Nomvete double gives
South Africa 2-0 win

Srax (Tunisia), 29 Jan— Siyabonga
Nomvete scored twice in the second-half to
give South Africa a 2-0 win over Benin in
their opening group D match at the African
Nations Cup finals on Tuesday.

The Italian-based striker, who has never
scored in Serie A, also missed a penalty on
the stroke of halftime.

The result comes as a major confidence
booster for beleaguered South Africa, who
fired their coach Ephraim Mashaba on the
eve of their departure for the tournament.

The side looked languid in the first half
but Nomvete's two well-taken goals on 58
and 76 minutes enlivened a match which
had delivered little excitement until the
first goal. — MNA/Reuters

company of Serie A club Parma.

Roma 2000 is owned by the family of
Franco Sensi, who has been president of the
football club since 1993.

AS Roma hit some problems last summer
when they had trouble producing a financial
guarantee for this season and had a block on
international transfers imposed by FIFA,
soccer's world governing body, due to
outstanding payments.

Those issues were resolved, however, and
under coach Fabio Capello the team have
played impressively this season and are cur-
rently leaders of Serie A having lost just one
of their 18 league matches to date. They last
won the title in 2001.—MNA/Reuters

\" 2

AC Milan midfielder Cristian Brocchi, left, and Siena's Brazilian midfielder Fernando
challenge for the ball during their Italian first division soccer match at the San Siro

Stadium in Milan, Italy, on 28 Jan, 2004INTERNET

Gray signs for Blackburn

from Sunderland

LonpoN, 29 Jan— Defender Michael Gray
has joined Blackburn Rovers from first divi-
sion Sunderland on a two-and-a-half year
deal, the English premier league club said on
Tuesday.

The 29-year-old former England interna-
tional could make his debut for the club in
their Premier League match at home to Chel-
sea on Sunday, Blackburn said.

"We have followed Michael with interest
for some time and one of the big plusses is his
ability to play in all positions down the left,"
Rovers manager Graeme Souness told the
club's web site. Gray was Sunderland's long-
est-serving player, after 11 years at the club
who were relegated from the premier league
last season.— MNA/Reuters

Bolton survive defeat to reach League Cup final

L onpon, 29 Jan— Bolton Wanderers will meet either Middlesbrough or Arsenal in

the League Cup final next month after beating Aston Villa 5-4 on aggregate despite

losing Tuesday's semi-final second leg 2-0 at Villa Park.

"It was an unbelievable
battle and we've done it the
hard way, but we've done it,"
Bolton manager Sam
Allardyce told Radio Five
Live.

"We did not punish them
with a goal when we could
and in the end it was an al-
mighty scramble for us be-
cause we faced a hard, fight-
ing battle from Villa. I am
delighted. This is the first
cup final I've reached as ei-
ther a player or a manager."

Earlier this month
Allardyce played aweakened
teamin two FA Cup matches
against second division
Tranmere, losing in the re-
play, and said he was glad
they were knocked out.

He must have been con-
cerned that Bolton would go
the same way in the League
Cup when Villa, thrashed 5-
2 in the first leg, pulled one
back after nine minutes.

German Under-21
midfielder Thomas
Hitzlsperger opted not to
produce his usual blast from
afreekick andinstead floated
the ball beyond Finnish goal-
keeper Jussi Jaaskelainen
from 25 metres.

Villa's chances suffered a
setback after 39 minutes,
however, when midfielder
Gavin McCann was sent off
for hitting Bolton's Brazil-
ian defender Emerson
Thome — his former team
mate at Sunderland — in a
flare-up after McCann's late
follow-through on
Jaaskelainen. Afterthat Villa
worked hard and created a
number of scoring chances,
but did not strike again until

the 88th minute when
Trinidadian defender Jlloyd
Samuel scored from close
range. That setup a storming
finale, but Bolton survived.

Villa, without their in-
jured 16-goal Colombian
leading scorer Juan Pablo
Angel, continually carried
the game to the visitors but
their attacking play failed to
match their midfield ap-
proach work.

Bolton, missing their star
play-maker Jay Jay Okocha,
away with Nigeria in the
African Nations Cup follow-
ing his two goals in the first
leg, were more than content
to soak up the pressure and
created little of their own up
front—MNA/Reuters

Brazil defender Roque
Junior joins Siena

RoME, 29 Jan— Brazilian World Cup winner Roque
Junior has joined Siena on loan, the Serie A club announced

Safin upsets Roddick, sets uf

on Tuesday.

D The 27-year-old defender, who is contracted to AC

Second seed Roger Federer of Switzerland serves to €

seed David Nalbandian of Argentina during their quarter- The Frenchwoman was inconsolable and the tears flowed

final match at the Australian Open tennis championshi

Melbourne, on 28 Jan, 2004. Federer won the match

6-4, 5-7, 6-3 and will play Spain's Juan Carlos Ferrerdg
the semi-finalSINTERNET

Agassi semi

MELBOURNE, 29 Jan— Top seed Andy Roddick and
Marat Safin collided head on at Melbourne Park on Tuesday
and after five riveting sets the American bounced off
an impregnable wall of Russian brawn and out of the
Australian Open.

Safin's lowly world ranking of 86, due to a year of
injuries, proved irrelevant as he won their quarter-final
meeting 2-6, 6-3, 7-5, 6-7, 6-4.

"Thank you everyone," the popular Russian grinned to
the crowd on his 24th birthday. "Thanks for all your
support.”

World number one Roddick was stunned. "He played
well, he played great tonight... I have to just suck it up and
give credit to him," he said.

Safin's reward is a semi-final against Andre Agassi after
agroin strain to his French opponent Sebastien Grosjean had
earlier allowed the defending champion to advance with the
score at 6-2, 2-0.

France's misery was complete with Grosjean's with-
drawal. Women's fourth seed Amelie Mauresmo had earlier
been forced to admit she could not play her match against
ri@llombia’s Fabiola Zuluaga because of a back injury.

pfiftely throughout the morning.

7-5Zuluaga got a walkover through to the semis — a first for
ihy Colombian, man or woman — where she will meet top
seed Justine Henin-Hardenne on Thursday.— MNA/Reuters

Milan, was loaned to Premier League side Leeds United
after helping Milan win the Champions League final in
May.

But after making just seven appearances in England in
the first half of this season he has returned to Italy with
Siena, who are 10th in Serie A.

Roque Junior was part of Brazil's 2002 World Cup-
winning squad in South Korea and Japan.— MNA/Reuters

Villa losses soar to $30m

LonpoN, 29 Jan — English Premier League Aston Villa
announced interim losses of 16.5 million pounds on Tues-
day, including 4.1 million to pay off players' contracts.

Villaended Turkish international defender Alpay Ozalan's
contract by mutual consent in October and terminated
the contract of Croatian striker Bosko Balaban in early
December, both in a bid to cut costs.

The results, for the six months ended November 30, also
showed an operating loss of 12.4 million pounds.

In August, Villa revealed full-year pre-tax losses of 11.6
million pounds.

"Our results in the early part of the season were disap-
pointing, but since the half-year end there has been a
considerable improvement both in terms of results and
league position," Villa chairman Doug Ellis said in a
statement to shareholders. "Despite an adverse trading
performance in the first half of the year our balance sheet
remains strong and is undoubtedly one of the strongest
amongst our peers in the premier league."— MNA/Reuters
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Lao PDR Deputy Prime Minister and % o 5t
goodwill delegation visit Thandwe

YANGON, 29 Jan — The
visiting Laotian goodwill
delegation led by Deputy
Prime Minister and Chair-
man of the Planning and
Cooperation Committee of
the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic Dr Thongloun
Sisolith and wife arrived at
Thandwe in Rakhine State
yesterday afternoon. The
Lao PDR Deputy Prime
Minister and party visited
Myanmar at the invitation of
Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Soe Win
and wife Daw Than Than
Nwe.

They were accompanied
by Ambassador of LPDR
Mr Chanthavy Bodhisane

and wife and officials of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

On arrival at Thandwe
Airport, they were wel-
comed by Deputy Com-
mander of Western Com-
mand Col Tin Hlaing,
Chairman of Thandwe Dis-
trict Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Col Hla
Tint and officials. Accom-
panied by the deputy com-
mander and officials, they
visited the prawn reprocess-
ing plant of Lin Aung In-
dustrial and Production Co
Ltd at Lintha Ward in the
town. The company officials
explained the location and
area of the plant, prawn
trawling at Rakhine coastal
sea, finished good produc-

tion, marketing and ice pro-
duction. The Laotian visitors
went around the factory,
studying the prawn selection
unit and the storage of
prawn.

At the prawn fry pro-
duction centre of Everlive
Co Ltd at Mazin village in
Thandwe Township, they
heard a report on fry breed-
ing, investment, production
process of the fries, and
feedstuff for the fries pre-
sented by the company of-
ficials. Afterwards, they
looked round the centre.
They spent the night at
Bayview Hotel at Ngapali
Beach. They left Thandwe
for Yangon by air this
afternoon. — MNA

; -

Visiting Laotian Deputy Prime Minister Dr Thongloun Sisolith and Madame Naly
Sisolith and party observe the sea shrimp production centre of Everlive Ge- sl

A&l Minister inspects Thebyu dam, Madan

YANGON, 29 Jan —Min-
ister for Agriculture and Ir-
rigation Maj-Gen Nyunt Tin
on 26 January arrived at
Thebyu Dam, being con-
structed near Yaypyayoe
Village in Lewe Township,
Yamethin District in Man-
dalay Division, and in-
spected construction tasks
for spillway.

At the briefing hall of
the project, the director
(Construction-5) of the Irri-
gation Department reported
on tasks already completed

dam in Lewe

and being carried out. The
minister gave necessary in-
structions on timely com-
pletion and minimizing loss
and wastage. The minister
and party inspected three
chosen sites for Madan
Dam near Chaungkhwa Vil-
lage in the township.
After hearing the report
of the director (Construc-
tion-4) of the Irrigation
Department, the minister
viewed the flow of Madam
Creek and growing of crops.
In meeting with local

authorities and farmers, the
minister gave instructions.
In the evening, the minister
inspected construction of
the spillway at Paunglaung
multi-purpose dam project
in Pyinmana Township.
Yesterday morning, the
minister, accompanied by
responsible officials, visited
Myanma Farm Machinery
Factory at Ingon Village,
Kyaukse Township, and
production line of power
tillers and harvesters.
MNA

MCF warns users against outbreak of new

YaNGoN, 29 Jan —
Myanmar Computer Fed-
eration warned users against
the outbreak of a new e-
Mail virus called My Doom
this month, and up to yes-
terday, over 100 million
infected copies have been
spreading worldwide.

In Europe alone, the
infection rate of the
virus, also known as
W32.Novarg. A@mm,
jumped from 20 per cent on
28 January morning to 33
per cent in the afternoon.

A mass-mailing worm,
Mydoom spreads via e-Mail
as an attachment, with ex-
tensions — .bat, cmd, .exe,

e-Mail virus

.pif, .scr, .zip. When the
virus comes it presents the
subjects — Test, Hi, Hello,
Mail Delivery System, Mail
Transaction Failed, Server
Report, Status or Error on
the e-Mail subject line. It
spreads to other e-Mail us-
ers through the infected e-
Mail, and can also leave a
proxy backdoor in a com-
puter after infecting it.

In every 12 e-Mails, one
is a My Doom infected copy.
Thus, It is deadlier than
Worm Sobig.F that broke
out last year at one in every
17 e-Mails. Because of its
fast infection rate, it raises
the Internet traffic, that leads

to blocking the Internet sys-
tem. The virus’s target is the
Websites of Microsoft Main
Website and SCO Unix
Vendor. The virus can be
prevented by the new Norton
Anti-Virus introduced on 26
this month.

And if anyone of the
subjects — Test, Hi, Hello,
Mail Delivery System, Mail
Transaction Failed, Server
Report, Status, or Error —
are presented, the user
should not open the e-Mail.
He must delete it immedi-
ately. The virus can be re-
moved from the computer
with the special removal
tool from Norton. — MNA

Sports Minister arrives back from Thailand

YANGON, 29 Jan — Min-
ister for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint arrived
back here by air yesterday
evening after attending the
ceremony to sign a coop-
eration agreement between
the Olympic Committees of
Myanmar and Thailand in
Bangkok.

The minister, who is
also Chairman of Myanmar
Olympic Committee, was
welcomed back at Yangon
International Airport by
Minister for Home Affairs
Col Tin Hlaing, Minister at
the Prime Minister’s Office
Maj-Gen Thein Swe, offi-
cials of the Sports Minis-
try, and the president of

Myanmar Football Federa-
tion.

Members of his team
MOC member Myanmar
Yachting Federation Secre-
tary U Moe Myint, Presi-
dent of Myanmar Boxing

Federation U Win Myint
and Deputy Director of
Sports and Physical Educa-
tion Department U Khin
Maung Lwin also arrived
back on the same flight.
MNA
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pects earth work for Thebyu Dam Project.

Construction of separation wall launched

YANGON, 29 Jan — The
opening ceremony for con-
struction of separation wall
of Shwekyin Hydropower
Project took place in
Shwekyin Township, Bago
Division, yesterday morn-
ing. Present on the occasion
were Minister for Electric
Power Maj-Gen Tin Htut,
Deputy Minister U Myo
Myint, officials, members

of social organizations and
guests.

The officials formally
opened the ceremony. The
minister pressed the button
to launch the project. The
minister presented fruits
baskets to foreign experts
who will participate in the
project. Afterwards, the
minister and party inspected
the project site. — MNA

Minister Maj-Gen Tin Htut presents a fruit basket to a foreign expemLECTRIC POWER



