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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects renovation of Maha Pasana Cauga—

Prime Minister pays obeisance to Tipitakadhara Selection Ovadacariya Sayadaws

YANGON, 17 Jan — Prime Minister General Khin
Nyunt attended Vijaya Mangala Dhamma Thabin on Kaba
Aye hill here this afternoon to pay obeisance to
Ovadacariya Sayadaws and members of the Sangha who
took the 56th Tipitakadhara Tipitaka Kovida Selection
Examination and presented offertories to the Sayadaws.

The Prime Minister, accompanied by officials from
the State Peace and Development Council Office, arrived
at Vijaya Mangala Dhamma Thabin on Kaba Aye hill
where the 56th Tipitakadhara Tipitaka Kovida Selection
Examination was being held.

The Prime Minister was welcomed there by Minister

for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung,
Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko, Adviser U
Arnt Maung, directors-general, the deputy directors-gen-
eral and officials from the ministry.

The Prime Minister paid obeisance to Tipitakadhara
Selection Ovadacariya Sayadaws led by Chairman of
Tipitakadhara Selection Ovadacariya Association
Mawlamyine Sasana Manaung Wepyan Sarthintaik Pre-
siding Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru Bhaddanta
Vijayabhivamsa. The Prime Minister presented religious
books and sets of robes to the Sayadaws.

The Prime Minister accepted second volumes of

Abhidhamma Pitaka Vibakka Palidaw books (Myanmar
Translation) worth K 3 million donated by Chairman of
World Peace IT Co U Maung Maung Hlaing-Daw Wah
Wah Tun family of Myakantha 2nd Street in Kamayut
Township and handed over the books to Minister Brig-
Gen Thura Myint Maung.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister inspected renovation
of Maha Pasana Cave. He was conducted around there
by Yangon Division Superintending Engineer U Nyunt
Maung San and officials.

After leaving necessary instructions, the Prime
Minister left there in the afternoon. — MNA
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Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung and Acadenay|

Hitet Moe Oo formally operhe refectory of Alodawpyae Monastery in Dagon Myothit (East) townshiva—

T R o

Prime Minister General Khin

YANGON, 18 Jan — Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
attended the opening of a refectory and merit-sharing cer-
emony held at Dhammacariya University Alodawpyae
Monastery (Yangon) in Dagon Myothit (East) Township,
Yangon East District, this morning.

Present on the occasion were State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee Vice-Chairman Bahan Township Aung
Myay Bonsan Monastery Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha Rattha
Guru Abhidhaja Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika Bhaddanta
Panyinda Bhivamsa and member Sayadaws, Tipitakadhara
Selection Ovadhacariya Committee Chairman
Mawlamyine Sasana Manaung Wepyan Monastery Pre-
siding Sayadaw Bhaddanta Vijaya Bhivamsa,
Dhammacariya University Alodawpyae Monastery
(Yangon) Presiding Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita Agga
Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Bhaddanta Ahriya
Bhivamsa and members of the Sangha, Yangon Division
Peace and Development Council Chairman of Yangon

Nyunt attends opening of refectory of Alodawpyae Monastery

Command Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, ministers,
deputy ministers, officials of the SPDC office, depart-
ment heads, wellwishers and guests.

At the auspicious time, Commander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Myint
Maung and wellwisher Academy Htet Htet Moe Oo for-
mally opened the refectory building by cutting a ribbon.

Next, the Prime Minister formally unveiled the stone
inscriptions of the building and sprayed scented water on
it. Then the merit-sharing ceremony was opened with
three-time recitation of Namo Tass&Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Vijaya Bhivamsa invested the congregation with the Five
Precepts, and Sayadaws and members of the Sangha
recited parittas.

The Prime Minister, the commander, the ministers
and wellwishers presented offertories to the monks. U
Maung Shi-Thiha Thuddhamma Theingi Thudamma
Theingi Daw Ma Nyunt Sein of Sittway donated K 40

million for construction of Alodawpyae Monastery
Saddhamma Vijaya Kyaunghsaung (B); Daw Aye Mya
Nwe of Bagan Hotel, K 20 million for construction of
Dhammacariya University Sangha’s Hospital; and Thiri
Thuddhamma Mani Jotadhara U Kyaw Min and U Tha
Aye of Nile Industries Co Ltd, K 10 million for construc-
tion of Dhammacariya University Refectory. The com-
mander and Minister Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung ac-
cepted the donations and presented certificates of honour
to the wellwishers.

Sayadaw Bhaddanta Panyinda Bhivamsa then deliv-
ered a sermon, followed by sharing of merits gained. The
ceremony came to a close with the three-time recitation
of Buddha Sasanam Ciram Tithatu.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister and party and
wellwishers offered soon to the Sayadaws and members
of the Sangha.

MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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PERSPECTIVES X The 57" Anniversary
Union Day objectives

Monday, 19 January, 2004

— for all national races to safeguard thg

Towards border areas national policy— non-disintegration of
development the Union, non-disintegration of national
solidarity and perpetuation of sover-

The Government is implementing border|
area and national races development projectp
for harmonious development of various regions
in the country and consolidating national unity.

eignty
— to keep the Union Spirit ever alive and
dynamic among the national people

In his address at the Work Coordina-|| | — for all national people to defend and
tion Meeting (1/2004) of the Work Committee safeguard the Union for its perpetual
for Development of Border Areas and National existence
Races held at the Ministry for Progress of | | — to prevent, through national solidarity,
Border Areas and National Races and Deve the danger of internal and external de-
thment k/\gairs on 17 January, Chai(r;man Olf structive elements undermining peacq | [ ———————o———
the Work Committee Prime Minister General ili i 101 11
and stability of the State and national
Khin Nyunt said that since its assumption of developmezt and EffICIent use Of eIeCtrICIty
the State duties, the government, with the cory| | for all national races to make concerted ||| Use daylight as the main source of light

viction that only after national solidarity had
been strengthened, would it be possible for thp A .
government to implement development task of the seven-point future policy

efforts for successful implementation| ||[[* Use the least possible amount of electricit
only if there is not enough natural light

of the country, has been striving to strengther programme. *  Use the least possible amount of electricit
national solidarity based on mutual understand- required in production and service enter-
ing and forgiveness and that as national racg — prises

armed groups, realizing the goodwill of thel Eff|C|ent use Of fuel *  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the

user and others
There are about 500,000 households usir

State, have returned to the legal fold and ar
taking part in the regional development tasks

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per mont

=

it::;rd; era{((:a g,lc;?:b?;tt;\zggu:r%rzrsesr}ﬁ(\z \::vllttlrézss . V::Lssa\;i:?ael;aj:;;zn:czrss i(:1OII\L:/ranmar cal electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a four-foot

Border areas development projects hav save ’US$ g miIIic’)n in a year fluorescent Iamp everyday by e_ach househo
been implemented since 1989 for developmeft - ) amounts to saving power that is equal to th
of the regions of national race armed groupd | ||~ The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build { | | capacity a 20-megawatt power station ca
which have returned to the legal fold and rais major bridge across Ayeyawady River supply.

ing the living standard of local people, and thes
projects met with success beyond expectatiof | t-Gen Ye Myint pays obeisance to Sayadaws in Mandalay
In accord v_\nth the guidance of the He_ac Yancox, 18 Jan — State Peace and
of jtate,_ 24 sr;emarl] def\_/elopmelntdzonTs Projedts peyelopment Council Member Lt-Gen Ye
and projects for the five rural development| | Myint, together with officials, paid obeisance
tasks are being implemented for the harmoni to}ll\/[anda%ay Division SanghaI;\Iayaka Com-
ous development of all the 14 states and div}-| mittee Chairman Sayadaw Abhidhaja Maha
sions of the Union. Rattha Guru Bhaddanta Sasanabhivamsa of
Moreover, administrative, judicial, edu- Shwewawin monastery, Mani Yadana Rama
cational, health, transport and agricultural Myadaung Taik in Mandalay yesterday
needs are being fulfilled in major regions. ?mmng After presenting N ffertories to the
- ayadaw, Lt-Gen Ye Myint proceeded to
Altogether K 50,245 million plus 506} | w0 monastery of Maha Visuddhayon
million US$ had been spent on border areqd | Tajkthit to pay obeisance to Shwekyin
development projects during the period from|| Sasanabaing State Ovadacariya Sayadaw
1989 up to 31 December 2003. Abhidhaja Maha Rattha Guru Abhidhaja
It is sure that greater development in bor-| | Agga Maha Saddhammajotika Bhaddanta
der areas will contribute to flourishing of na- | | Agghia (Waso Sayadaw) and offered provi-
tional unity and perpetuation of the Union. ;il(;;jéad?ﬂiaagfgnﬁify(;}’[zisit‘;ce?nu;a;/jﬁ:{j
development projects. meeting wih succeds AChdiis Maa Rata Guru Baddan
. T Pafiasamibhivamsa and presented offertories

thanks to the efforts of officials concerned whq | , e sayadaw. — MNA
work under the directives of the Work Com-

mittee for Development of Border Areas and Trainees visit Myanmar ICT Week 2004
National Races and active participation of na H”nethaya
MICT Park, Yangon.
Y YANGON, 18 Jan — g

tional brethren in these endeavours.
\ .

Forty six trainees of the || (FFOM 9 am to 5 pm daily from 21 to 27 January)
Myanma Rice Marketing

All this needs to Course No 1 (programme || 2L January 2004

1), sponsored by the Edu- 7:30 am — Opeping Ceremony + Projgcts Launching
be kn own ca’tion Committee of the 1 pm —Professional Certification (seminar & ceremony)

. " 1 pm —Capability Maturity Model Integration (workshop)
Umon .ot Myanmar Federa- || 22 januan / 2004
* Do not be frightened whenever intimidated tion of Chambers of Com- || 9 am —Role of women in ICT industry (workshop)
* merce & Industry, yester- || 9 am —PKI application (CA)
Do not be bolstered whenever flattered day morning visited the OK || 1 pm —Myanmar language implementation (workshop)
* Do not be softened whenever appeasdpl post-harvest rice reprocess- || 1 pm —Hardware Trend for software developers (seminar)
ing plant in Hlinethaya in- || 23 January 2004

dustrial zone-2. Myanmar 9 am — Database Trend Technology (workshop)
Rice Traders Association || | Pm —Object oriented software development with unified modeling language

i i (workshop)
Salone f] aon © o piies || 24 danuany 2000
Fest|Va| plant P £ 1| 9'am —Software products for SME (presentation & promotion)

1 pm —Software products for SME (presentation & promotion)

25 January 2004
9 am — Security issues and related products (seminar)

Afterwards, the
2004 trainees visited the 360-ton

(Sea Gypsy Festival) rice reprocessing plant of || | pm — e-Procurement (seminar)
: . . the Myanma Agricultural || 26 January 2004
Ma Kyone Galet Village, Myeik Archipelago Produce Trading in || 9 am — Wireless and broadband application (seminar)

Union of Myanmar Hlinethaya Township. 1 pm — Myanmar National Counter-Strike C’ship Final
14 to 17 February 2004 MNA (Admission free)
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Three US soldiers killed in Iraq,
toll reaches 500

TikriT , 18 Jan— Guerillas killed three US soldiers and two Iraqi officials on Saturday, taking the death toll
US soldiers in Irag to 500 since the war to oust Saddam Hussein began last March.

The mounting toll is a problem for President Bush in the
months before he seeks re-election in November but Wash-
ington insisted it would hand over power in Iraq by mid-
2004.

The roadside bomb north of Baghdad appeared to be one
of the most powerful used against US occupation forces to
date — killing the five inside a Bradley armoured vehicle,
which resembles a small tank. Previous attacks on US
convoys have tended to cause casualties aboard lighter
vehicles such as trucks.

In the latest attack, the roadside bomb near the town of
Taji, 30 km (19 miles) north of Baghdad, set the Bradley on
fire, killing five inside, said Lieutenant Colonel William
Macdonald of the US Army’s 4th Infantry Division.

Three US soldiers and two Iraqi civil defence officials
were killed and two US soldiers were injured, he said.
Troops arrested three Iraqi men in a sweep of the area shortly
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after when a truck they were travelling in was found to
contain bomb-making material.

Taji was at the heart of Iraq’s military-industrial complex
during Saddam’s rule and lies in an area coalition forces call
the “Sunni triangle” — dominated by members of Saddam’s
Sunni community where opposition to the US troops has
been fiercest.

The US military also said on Saturday an American
soldier died from a “non-hostile gunshot wound” on Friday.

Confirmation of the four American deaths brought the
death toll to 500 since the US-led invasion of Iraq began on
March 20 last year.

Atleast 115 soldiers were killed in the invasion itself and
some 231 have beenkilled in hostilities since then. A further
154 have died in accidents or suicides, including the US
soldier who died on Friday.

Internet

US and Iraqi troops stand guard at the spot where three US and two Iraqi soldiers
killed by a roadside bomb, near Taji, Iraq, about 30 kilometres (20 miles) north
Baghdad, on 17 Jan, 2004 .Ix#ERNET

Samsung closes
plants in
Spain, Britain

Maprip/LoNDoON, 18
Jan— Samsung Electronics
said on Thursday it was clos-
ing plants in Spain and Brit-
ain, with an expected loss of
more than 800 jobs, in a Eu-
ropean restructuring aimed
at keeping it competitive.

The decisions were an-
nounced on the same day
that Samsung, Asia’s most
valuable electronics com-
pany, reported that quarterly
profit rose 24 per cent on
explosive demand for flat
screens and chips for digital
cameras.

- A plant producing per-
sonal computer monitors and
Witfowave ovens at
OWynyard, northeastern Eng-
land, will be closed with the

HKIA adds 940 flights for Chinese LunarNew Year

Hone Kong, 18 Jan— About 940 additional flights have been scheduled over t
Chinese Lunar New Year holiday period from January 17 to February 2.

loss of 425 full-time jobs,
the company said.
Some 446 jobs were ex-
“?pecled to go at the Palau de
Plegamans plant in Spain’s

 Blast plunges Kirkuk
into darkness

BAGHDAD, 18 Jan— The northern Iraqi oil city of Kirkuk
has largely plunged into darkness after its high voltage
power line was blown up.

“A bomb destroyed a high tension pylon on the grid
which connects Baiji and Kirkuk and because of this attack,
80 per cent of the city is without electricity,” the head of the
city’s power department Yalcine Muhammad said.

Friday’s blast served yet another reminder as to how
insecure the occupied country remains. Ferocious attacks on
US-led occupation troops continue across Iraq, though their
numbers have marginally come down.

Relentless attacks®

It was the eighteenth attack on the city’s power supply
infrastructure since US President George Bush declared
major combat in Iraq over on 1 May.

In the town of Taza, 25 km away to the south, police shot
Bdead an assailant who had attacked officers manning a
checkpoint, Kirkuk police chief General Turhan Yussef
said. “Jamal Hamed Abbad was wounded in the chest and
legs and taken to hospital in a critical condition,” he said.

Internet

BacHDAD, 18 Jan— The second infantry unit Bulgaria
sent on a peacekeeping mission to Karbala is facing more
dangers than their colleagues from the first troops, Chief of
Military Information Service Major-General Plamen
Studenkov said to a local radio broadcast on Saturday.

He stressed on the danger of new attacks at the time of
significant religious, civil and political dates the Iragis
celebrate.

The attentats of December 27, 2003 had been thoroughly
coordinated and prepared with a multiple-effect planning.

We had signals from Bulgarian and partnering foreign
investigations prior to the tragic event in Karbala.

There are Bulgarian investigation servicemen working
on field in Iraq at the moment, Major-General Studenkov
informed.

He commented that Bulgarian military investigation has
worked out the possibility that terrorist groups or individu-
als use Bulgaria as a starting point to Western Europe.

There were even signals about possible terrorist attacks
over some embassies in Sofia, shortly after the start of

According to sources
from the Hong Kong Inter-
national Airport Authority
(HKIA), the busiest day
will be January 22 which is
the first day of the Lunar
New Year of monkey, with
request for 722 total flight
slots, as against about 590
for an average day.

Speaking at a ceremony
held at the airport, HKIA
Chief Executive Officer

David Pang said “the year
ahead will see a recovery
in the regional and local
economy, and we are ready
to capture the growth op-
portunities brought about
by Chinese Mainland-Hong
Kong Closer Economic
Partnership Arrangement
(CEPA) and the closer in-
tegration of the Pearl River
Delta Region.”

He said though Hong

Kong was hit by the out-
break of severe acute respi-
ratory syndrome (SARS) in
the firsthalflast year, Hong
Kong has been quick to re-
cover from the impact of
the epidemic.

Passenger traffic at
HKIA has surpassed pre-
SARS level in December
2003, with three million
passengers recorded in the
month.—MNA/Xinhua

northeastern Catalonia re-
gion, aspokeswoman for the
company said.

The Spanishfactory’s au-
dio-visual equipment assem-
bly operations would be
shifted to Slovakia, which
would become Samsung’s
base for Europe, while mo-
bile phone production would
move from the Catalan plant
to China, Samsung said.

MNA/Reuters

2004.—Internet

SHANGHATI, 18 Jan— Chi-
na’s prestigious Fudan Uni-
versity and the Delft Univer-
sity of Technology of the
Netherlands have jointly
launched a microelectronics
school to train professionals

Chinese, Dutch universities
jointly foster postgraduates

in the field for China.

The Fudan-Delft Interna-
tional School of Microelec-
tronics, launched Wednes-
day in Shanghai, east China,
will recruit the first group of
25 postgraduate students this

Vietnam approves construction
of higgest power plant

Hanor, 18 Jan— The Vietnamese Government on Thurs-

year.

Those who do well will
be sent to the Delft Univer-
sity of Technology for 18
months of study and then
return to Fudan to finish the

day approved a project to build its biggest hydroelectric
plant, according to the project’s investor, the Electricity of
Vietnam (EVN), on Friday.

The Son La hydroelectric plant with a capacity of 2,400
mw will be built with total investment of some 37 trillion
Vietnamese dong (2.37 billion US dollars) in Muong La
District in northern Son La Province.

Its construction is scheduled to start in late 2005 and be
completed in 2015.

EVN plans to produce a total output of more than 46.5
billion kilowatt hours this year, 5.5 billion kwh higher
than last year.

MNA/Xinhua

remaining year.
MNA/Xinhua

A US soldier from the 1st
Armoured Division takes
cover after hearing a shof
while another soldier shouts
~  to ask about the status of the
squad in front of them in
Baghdad neighbourhood, in
this file photo issued
recently. —INTERNET
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Iraqi political parties denounce US plans

BacHpaD, 18 Jan— Daily problems, like getting fuel, overwhelm many Iragis. Political parties in Iraq
have denounced US plans for the country’s future.

Debate inlraq about the
nation’s predicament tends
to be dominated by the Shia
majority.

In the last few days, news
coverage has concentrated
on threatsby Shia leaders to
protest against US plans to
form an Iragi government
without direct elections.

However, Iraq’s lesser-
knownparties arekeen to
have their say on one of the
most crucial crises to face
the country sinceits occu-
pation.

As TIraqis poured into
Basra’s streets to oppose US
plans, their fellow citizens
took to the streets of Bagh-
dad and other Iraqi cities to
demand Iraq’s unity and
employment opportunities.

Undoubtedly, Iraqis have
differing points of view re-

garding the holding of elec-
tions in their occupied coun-
try. “The IGC is appointed
by the US, and its members
are so far removed from the
Iraqi people that while they
are busy cancelling Iraq’s
Civil Status Law of 1958
ordinary Iraqis are struggling
to get food and fuel”

Workers Communist
Party inIraqgAbd Allah Salih,
of the Workers Communist
Party in Iraq, said liberation
isapopulardemand. Democ-
racy is vital to Iraq, he
said,but it should be at the
right time.

“We don’t think it is the
right time for elections in
Iraq, they should follow a
transitional period during
which Iraqi political parties
would have the opportunity
to introduce themselves to

the Iraqi people.

“Consequently the Iraqi
voters could choose the po-
litical party that represent
theirindividual aspirations,”
Salih said.

“PeopleinIraq still donot
haveaproperideaaboutIraqi
political parties. We and all
Iraqi political parties should
have access to corporate and
state-owned media to pro-
mote our political message
and policies.”

“The IGC s appointed by
the US, and its members are
so farremoved from the Iraqi
people that while they are
busy cancelling Iraq’s Civil
Status Law of 1958 ordinary
Iragis are struggling to get
food and fuel.”

AndSalihbelieves the US
came to Iraq with an agenda
different to the one promoted

in the media.

“I think that the IGC is a
US propagandatool. The aim
of the US in Iraq is not to
establish democracy -its real
aim is global domination.
Elections will wipe out its
appointed ally, the IGC,
because they will not
win them.”

Internet

Soldiers sent
to Gulf ...
with no bullets

BaGHDAD, 18 Jan—Up to
nine Nottingham soldiers
were sent into a battle-zone
in Iraq without bullets for
their rifles, a Notts MP has
been told.

Members of the Bulwell-
based South Notts Hussars
said they were horrified when

US and two Iragi soldiers were killed by a roadside bomb, when a Bradley Fight]
Vehicle struck the explosive device while patrolling a road near Taji, Iraq, about|

kilometres (20 miles) north of Baghdad, on 17 Jan, 200MreRNET

they were told to “ask
around” British soldiers in
Basra for bullets because
there were not enough for
everyone.

Newark Tory MP Patrick
Mercer said he was told of
the scandal by two officers.

The officers from the Ter-
ritorial Army unit were
drafted out to Iraq during the
conflict to provide back-up
for 7 Brigade.

They and many of the
seven others serving as
backup from the Hussars
were told by a quartermas-
ter that there was a bullet
shortage because “ammuni-
tion is in woefully short
supply”.Defence Secretary
Geoff Hoon pledged to in-
vestigate.—Internet

ian”"eéhina’s web
3§urfers rise to 79.5

Study says Iraq guerillas
use advanced weapons

New York, 18 Jan— Iraqgi guerillas are using in-
creasingly sophisticated weapons and tactics to attack
US aircraft, according to a classified Army study on
the downing of helicopters in Iraq The New York
Timesreported in Sunday editions.

Citing senior Army officials in Iraq and the Gulf who
were familiar with the study, the newspaper reported
that at least one advanced missile was used by insur-
gents.

Rebels have used rocket-propelled grenades and heat-
seeking surface-to-air missiles, the latter which require a
degree of skill, in the attacks. Scores of US servicemen
have died in recent months in arash of helicopter downings
in Iraq.

The study found that no type of helicopter is more
protected against, or more vulnerable to attacks.

But it recommended changes to help pilots evade
ground fire, which the officials did not elaborate on.

In the past, the Timessaid, changes have included
flying more missions at night, with lights turned off to
avoid detection.

According to Army officials, it was concern about the
recent helicopter downings that prompted Lt Gen Ricardo
Sanchez, the senior commander in Iraq, to move beyond
a standard review after such crashes and order in Decem-
ber a comprehensive study of all downings.

Army officials told the paper that one troubling find-
ing is that on at least one occasion insurgents used an
SA-16shoulder-fired missile, which is harder to thwart
than the SA-7 missiles and rocket-propelled grenades
used in other attacks.

Officials did not specify which incident or incidents
might have involved an SA-16.

The team that conducted the review was headed by
Col. Stephen Dwyer, a brigade commander at the
Army Aviation Centre at Ft Rucker, Alabama, the
Timessaid.

It included about a dozen forensic and weapons ex-
perts, crash analysts and helicopter specialists, had spent
about four weeks in Iraq visiting the crash sites, taking
soil samples and talking to aviators.

“This is a case of our Army coming through quickly
with the right expertise at the right place,” the Times
quoted Maj-Gen David Petraeus, commander of the 101st
Airborne Division as saying.

Internet

million people

Thai jewellery exports to grow 15 per cent this year

BEeuiNG, 18 Jan— The
number of Internet surfers

Banckok , 18 Jan— Thailand's jewellery exports are likely to grow 15 per cent this in China grew to 79.5 mil-
year with a total value of 2.5 billion US dollars as a result of tax incentives and effortdion people at the end of
to seek new markets, according to an industry executive. 2003, up an annual 34.5 per

Preeda Tiewsuwan, chairman of Pranda He said Pranda Jewellery would focus on | cent, asemi-official research
Jewellery Plc., was quoted by The Nation| strengthening brand products of the group of | centre said here.
newspaper as saying Saturday that the jew- | companies this year and that the company’s China, which already had
ellery business would grow on par with the | jewellery exports were likely to grow 12 per | the world’s second-largest
government’s intention to promote Bang- | cent with the United States, Germany and | web population after the
kok as the city of fashion. Britain as major destinations. United States, added 20.4

Meanwhile, tax measures and efforts to He also expressed the confidence that the | million new online users dur-
expand existing markets and seek new ones | group would enjoy a profit growth of 12 per | ing the year, the China
would boost the industry growth. cent this year.—MNA/Xinhua Internet Network Informa-

French Navy team finds first Red Sea “black box| tor e seidon s wed

site.

SHARM EL-SHEikH (Egypt), 18 Jan— The French Navy on Friday recovered on
flight recorder from an Egyptian Boeing 737%that crashed into the Red Sea killing 148

people, a source close to the operation said.

“The robot is in the pro-
cess of returning to the sur-
face with the black box,” said
the source, who declined to
be named. The French Navy
is using a remotely control-
led robot to locate the flight
recorders, or “black boxes”,
from the wreck.

The two flight recorders
could contain information to
help determine why the Flash
Airlines-operated plane
plunged into deep sea near
the Egyptian resort of Sharm

el-Sheikh almost two weeks
ago, killing all, mostly
French tourists and Egyp-
tian crew on board.

Flight recorders record
flight data and cockpit con-
versations and should ex-
plain the crash, which Egypt
said was caused by a techni-
cal fault and not an explo-
sion or an attack.

France has vowed to do
all it can to find out why the
plane crashed, and French
Navy divers had said they

were using a robot on loan
from France Telecom to
search for one of the boxes at
a depth of about 3,000 feet.
The signal from the box had
first placed it about 800 me-
tres down.

The signal from the sec-
ond box is very weak and the
search teams have been un-
able to pinpoint the location
as yet, French Navy sources
said, althoughitis thought to
lie at a depth of about 800
metres.—MNA/Reuters

e  “China’s Internet market
has great potential,” it said
in the statement.”

It has already become the
country’s fastest-growing,
most influential sector.”

Total users will grow very
quickly inthe next five years,
the centre has said in its
twice-yearly report.

Explosive growth in the
Web population has trans-
lated into handsome profits
for China-focused Internet
firms such as Sina.com,
Sohu.com and NetEase.com,
sending their stock prices

soaring.—MNA/Reuters

Unemployed Iragi men wait at an unemployment office

seeking a job in Samawa, southern Iraq on 17 Jan, 2004.

Some angered unemployed people thronged the office
early this week in protest against the government's
unemployment policy BHERNET



US lawmakers say Halliburton
pricing probe deepens
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WasHiNGgTON, 17 Jan— US lawmakers said on Friday the Pentagon’s inspecto
general’s office was probing possible criminal violations involving fuel imports to Iraq
by Halliburton Co., the oil services company once headed by Vice-President Di

Cheney.

The three Democratic lawmakers said
they had been told by the inspector gener-
al’s (IG) staff on Thursday that an over-
charging issue involving Halliburton’s
Kellogg Brown and Root unit was now with
the IG’s Defence Criminal Investigative
Service. The IG’s office could not immedi-
ately be reached for comment. Halliburton
has strongly denied any wrongdoing and
says it has brought fuel into Iraq for the best
price under very difficult, dangerous cir-
cumstances.

The information about a possible crimi-
nal probe was released in a letter to Penta-
gon Inspector General Joseph Schmitz by
the three lawmakers, Democratic presiden-
tial contender Senator Joseph Lieberman of
Connecticut and Representative Henry
Waxman of California and Representative
John Dingell of Michigan.

On Wednesday, military auditors said
they had asked the Pentagon’s Inspector
General to look into a “suspected irregular-
ity” over fuel brought into Iraq by KBR,
suggesting the auditors suspected wrongdo-
ing. “Your staff informed us that after re-
ceiving this referral from DCAA, you re-

ferred this matter for criminal investigation
by the Defence Criminal Investigative Serv-
ice (DCIS) within the inspector general’s
office,” said the letter signed by the lawmak-
ers, who are the ranking minority members
of three congressional committees.

A draft audit by the Defence Contract
Audit Agency last month found evidence
KBR might have overcharged by 61 million
US dollars to bring fuel into Iraq via Kuwaiti
subcontractor Altanmia Commercial Mar-
keting Co.

In a bid to reduce costs, the Army said
last month it would take over Halliburton’s
job of bringing fuel into Iraq and gave it to
the military’s own fuel agency, the Defence
Energy Support Centre, which is expected to
have its contractors in place by April.

Bringing in fuel to Iraq, which despite
being oil-rich suffers from fuel shortages, is
one of the main jobs done by KBR under a
no-competition contract it has with the US
Army Corps of Engineers to rebuild Iraq’s
oil industry. That no-bid contract is set to be
replaced by two new contracts which are due
to be announced before Saturday after sev-
eral delays. — MNA/Reuters
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Iragis view a bomb crater on a rural road north of Baghdad, near the town of Taji, after

a fatal blast destroyed a US Army Bradley fighting vehicle, on 17 Jan, 2004. Guerillas
killed three US soldiers and two Iraqi civil defence officials in a bomb attack as
Washington insisted it would hand over political power in Iraq
in mid-2004 as scheduleeINTERNET

Germany now open to helping Iraq

BeruIN, 18 Jan —Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder yesterday softened Germany’s
refusal to offer its assistance in Iraq, opening the door to a “humanitarian” engage-

ment using military planes to evacuate the wounded

Uganda earns
more from
coffee export

KampaLa, 18 Jan —
Uganda earned 10 million
US dollars from export of
228,407 60-kilo bags of cof-
fee last month, representing
an increase in both volume
and value of 65.4 per cent
and 68.2 per centrespectively
over November of 2003.

The monthly report from
the Uganda Coffee Devel-
opment Authority issued
here said that the average
realized price at the export
level for December stood at
72 US cents perkilo, up from
72 cents received in the pre-
vious month, local media
reported Friday.

The report, however, said
that as compared to the same
month of the previous year,
there was a drop in both vol-
ume and value by 24.6 per
cent and 10.6 per cent re-
spectively.—MNA/Xinhua

Northeast China
provinces to share
scientific resources

SHENYANG, 18 Jan— Liaoning, Jilin and Heilongjiang
provinces in northeast China have vowed to band to
gether and pool their scientific resources.

Directors of the science and technology departments of
these provinces came to the consensus and signed an
agreement here Thursday.

This will help breed technological innovations and
promote development of these provinces, said Li Xueyong,
Vice-Minister of Science and Technology.

Under the new system, these provinces will jointly map
scientific development strategy, share technological infor-
mation and cooperate in key research projects.

Half a century ago, northeast China contributed a lot to
the country’s economy with the heavy industry in Liaoning,
the auto industry in Jilin and natural resources in
Heilongjiang.

However, these provinces have been lagging behind in
recent years as the provinces in the east and south develop
rapidly.

Under the country’s strategy to revive the northeast,
these provinces have been seeking regional cooperation in
various fields.

MNA/Xinhua

“We will make a decision when the issue
comes up. In any case, we stand by the
position that we will not engage militarily in
Iraq,” Schroeder said on ARD television.

“That of course does not mean that if aid
for the wounded is needed that we would not
help.”

The daily Die Welt reported this week
that Schroeder had told lawmakers he was
ready to provide medical evacuation planes
form the Bundeswehr armed forces to Iraq.

Asked about the article, Schroeder told
reporters on Wednesday evening that Ger-
many had “no intention of changing our
policy in Iraq.”

But he added: “We now intend to give
humanitarian aid, above all to those who are
injured.”

Defence Minister Peter Struck confirmed
Germany could provide “helicopters and
planes to provide aid” if asked by an interim
Iraqgi government. —Internet
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Svpney, 18 Jan — Senior officials from Australia and
China started their first meeting on the implementation
of a bilateral trade and economic framework here
Friday.

The talks also include a joint feasibility study on a
possible free trade agreement.

Australian Trade Minister Mark Vaile said in a statement
that good progress has been made on the implementation of
the framework signed during Chinese President Hu Jintao’s
visit last October.

Senior officials also discussed possible arrangements for
a meeting this year of a bilateral Joint Ministerial Economic
Commission and areas within the framework for further
cooperation in trade facilitation.

The two-way trade totalled 13.5 billion US dollars in
volume for the year 2003, or 30 per cent increase over the
previous year.

MNA/Xinhua
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Agency in Tokyo on 17 Jan, 2004x+ERNET

Bird flu spreads in Vietnam’s
southern region

Hanor, 18 Jan — Bird flu has spread to eight of the 12 localities in the Mekong
Delta in southern Vietnam and the country has yet to find an effective way to treat

human flu Type A, which

Meanwhile, nine cities
and provinces in the coun-
try’s northern region have
reported flu Type A infec-
tions. The disease has killed
13 local people, including
11 children.

The virus HSN1 has been
found in infected chickens
and flu victims.

Bird flu spread has forced
Ho Chi Minh City to an-
nounce a temporary ban on

A protesfer flashes a placard of George Bush while marching with others in an an$sultry from the Mekong
war rally against the dispatch of Japanese troops to Iraq outside the Japan Defe

NS€lta, local newspaper Viet-
nam Agriculturereported

is suspected to have a link with bird flu.

Friday.

The Mekong Delta prov-
ince of An Giang has also
asked chicken and duck trad-
ers to stop doing business
temporarily.

It plans to ban selling and
buying the fowls soon, after
detecting 47,000 poultry dy-
ing of flu so far.

By Thursday, Long An,
one of the first two localities
in the country that have bird
flu epidemic, had reported
960,000 dead chickens.

It and the other province,

Tien Giang, are spending
5,000 Vietnamese dong (0.3
US dollars) to buy each sick
chicken for incineration.

The delta is home to 33.7
million poultry, mostly
chickens, ducks and quails.
Tien Giang alone has five
million fowls.

Although bird flu is
spreading in both southern
and northern regions, Viet-
nam is still unable to work
out an effective guidance on
treating flu Type A.

MNA/Xinhua
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US accused of trying to

sabotage fight against obesity

GENEVA, 18 Jan—Consumer groups accused the United States on Friday of tryin

to sabotage a global fight against obesity targeting junk food and soft drinks.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) executive, which includes the
United States and 31 other countries, will
debate on Tuesday a plan drawn up by the
UN agency after talks with member states,
nutritional experts and the food industry.

The Global Strategy on Diet, Physical
Activity and Health says poor diets and
lack of exercise are the leading cause of
illnesses including heart disease, type 2
diabetes and certain cancers. These ac-
count for nearly 60 per cent of 56.5 million
deaths a year deemed preventable.

As well as recommending lower in-
take of sugar, sodium and artery-clogging
trans-fatty acids, the WHO plan urges coun-
tries to restrict food and beverage adver-
tisements aimed at children. It also sug-
gests that governments gear their taxation
and subsidy policies to encourage healthy
eating habits.

But activist groups charged that the
US Administration, under pressure from
the domestic food industry, aims to weaken
the plan when it comes before the executive
board, which meets from January 19-24.

Senior US Health Department official
William Steiger, who sits on the board, has
challenged some of the findings of a nutri-
tion study carried out with the UN Food and

Agriculture Organization, which forms the
basis for the strategy.

In an interview with the Washington
Poston Friday, he said: “We have a whole
series of potential changes we’d like to see...
What’s lacking is the notion of personal
responsibility as opposed to what the govern-
ment can do.”

In a letter to WHO chief Lee Jong-
Wook, which was leaked to activists, Steiger
said the WHO-FAO report did not meet US
scientific standards, including peer review
criteria.

“The assertion that heavy marketing of
energy-dense foods or fast food outlets in-
creases the risk of obesity is supported by
almost no data,” his letter said.

“No data have yet clearly demonstrated
that the advertising on children’s television
causes obesity.”

Steiger also said the WHO/FAO Report
exceeded the two UN agencies” mandates by
addressing “broad areas of trade, agricultural
subsidies and advertising”.

“The Bush Administration is putting the
interests of the junk food industry ahead of
the health of people — including children —
on a global scale,” Commercial Alert, a non-
profit group based in Portland, Oregon, said
in a statement. —MNA/Reuters
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Iragis celebrate while holding pieces of a destroye
US Bradley fighting vehicle in the air after three U
and two Iragi soldiers were killed when a roadsid
bomb blew apart their armoured vehicle near Taji/

north of Baghdad on 17 Jan, 2004. A car bomb rippe

through the entrance of the US-led coalition in
Baghdad. —INTERNET

Annan urges
world leaders
to focus on

poverty

UNITED NATIONS, 18
Jan—The world’s leaders
must re-focus their energies
on such threats as extreme
poverty, hunger, endemic
diseases and environmental
degradation after a year in
which they were distracted
by other threats, United Na-
tions Secretary-General Kofi
Annan said Friday.

“The events of 2003 dis-
tracted the world’s leaders
from dealing with other
threats which, to most peo-
ple, are equally immediate
and real,” Annan said in a
speech delivered at a
handover ceremony in New
York for chairmanship of the
Group of 77 developing
nations. Qatar takes over

dfrom Morocco as chairman
of the group, now a coalition
of 135 countries, whose aim
is to promote the developing

Malaysian PM’s visit to
Thailand successful

Kuata Lumpur, 18 Jan—Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi's visit

to Thailand this week was a great success, Foreign Minister Syed Hamid Albar said ¢

Saturday.

International business
conference opens in
n Bangladesh

The Malaysian and Thai
Foreign Ministers would
meet more often to ensure
what had been agreed to by
the prime ministers of both
countries was implemented
effectively, Syed Hamid
told reporters in Kuala
Terenggaunu, north Malay-
sia.

Abdullah paid a one-day
visit to Thailand on Friday
as part of his familiarization
tour of ASEAN capitals af-
ter taking office as Prime
Minister on October 31 last
year.

The Association of
South-East Asian Nations
(ASEAN), set up in 1967,
now groups Brunei, Cambo-

dia, Indonesia, Laos, Malay-
sia, Myanmar, Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand and
Vietnam.

The Foreign Minister
said during the visit,
Abdullah and his Thai coun-
terpart Thaksin Shinawatra
reached several agreements
on setting up ajoint commit-
tee for the development of
strategic areas on the bor-
der, stepping up socio-eco-
nomic development and
solving border disputes
amicably.

He said both countries
had also agreed to draw up
anagreement on agricultural
cooperation and transport.

Thailand had also

agreed to accept Malaysian
certification governing
prawn exports to that coun-
try, he said, adding “we are
also cooperating in deepsea
fishing”.

Malaysia and Thailand
enjoy good relations in vari-
ous fields. The bilateral trade
in the first nine months of
2003 reached 5,800 million
US dollars, up 23 per cent
over the corresponding pe-
riod in the previous year.

Abdullah has so far vis-
ited Brunei, Indonesia, Singa-
pore and Thailand. He is
scheduled to pay a half-day
visit to Laos on Monday fol-
lowed by atwo-day visitto the
Philippines. —MNA/Xinhua

Dhaka , 18 Jan—A high-profile international business
conference begins here on Saturday afternoon, bringin
together world’s leading trade leaders and some politica
figures to contribute toward a revival of the multilateral

trade talks.

The two-day conference
titled “Global Economic
Governanceand Challenges
of Multilateralism” is organ-
ized by the International
Chamber of Commerce-
Bangladesh (ICC-B), and is
going to be held at the Bang-
ladesh-China Friendship
Conference Centre. Bangla-
deshi Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is scheduled to
inaugurate the conference.

Some 400 delegates
from more than 30 countries
will attend the  meeting.

Among the major figures are
Thai Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, European Un-
ion Trade Commissioner
Pascal Lamy, World Trade
Organization (WTO) direc-
tor-general Dr Supachai
Panitchpakdi, as well as a
host of trade ministers and

business leaders from across
the globe. UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan will
deliveravideo address to the
Dhaka business meet.

The event comes after
the multilateral trade nego-
tiations collapsed in Cancun,
and ICC-B president
Mahbubur Rahman de-
scribed the meeting as “an
eventof greatsignificance in
the context of the fast-chang-
ing global trade scenario”,
adding never before such a
high-profile business and
trade-related conference was
held in Bangladesh.

The organizers said the
event would be an enthusiastic
one, especially after the disap-
pointments stemming fromthe
collapse of Cancun Ministerial
Conference held in September
2003.—MNA/Xinhua

world’s collective economic
interests and giveitastronger
voiceininternational forums.

“I hope it is an auspi-
cious sign that Qatar will be
guiding the G-77 in the year
when we hope to push for-
ward the Doha ‘development
round’ of trade negotiations,”

J he said. —MNA/Xinhua

Bank of China
records profits
of 57 billion

yuan in 2003

BEUING, 18 Jan — The
Bank of China (BOC) group
last year made profits of 57
billion yuan (some 6.9 bil-
lion US dollars), up 4.7 bil-
lion yuan (about 550 million
US dollars) from 2002, said
a BOC spokesperson here
Friday.

Deducting profits from
selling shares of the Bank of
China (Hong Kong), the to-
tal profit of BOC reached
49.6 billion yuan (about six
billion US dollars), up three
billion yuan from 2002, the
spokesperson said. By the
end of 2003, the non-perform-
ing assets rate of the BOC
was 15.92 percent,down 6.45
percentage points year on
year. — MNA/Xinhua

Vietnam reports two more flu

Type A suspects

Hanor, 18 Jan— Vietnam reports two more suspected flu Type A patients in the southern
province of Kien Giang, raising the total to 20, according t¥/ietham News Agenayn Friday.

-
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TA cyclist stands on a flooded street along the river Rhine near Ruedesheim, w
Germany, on 17 Jan, 2004. The rising level of the waters, caused by the he
rainfalls in the past days, has flooded several lower streets and paths on the

banks.—NTERNET

Pham Thi Kim Thuong and Tran Van
Phong, both 23 years old, were hospitalized
with symptoms of a high temperature, diffi-
cult breathing, low blood pressure, and de-

ggaging numbers of white cells, the symp-
1 40yns of flu Type A which has killed 13 local

rResple so far.
The Kien Giang Hospital said the two

young patients are in need of respirators, and
atrisk of dying soon. It is awaiting the result
of testing whether they are contracted with
flu Type A or not.

If the two youths are contracted with flu
Type A, they will be the first patients in
southern Vietnam. Other 18 patients live in
the northern region.—MNA/Xinhua
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My goodwill visit

U Maung Maung Soe Tint

T had occasion to travel to the northeast of Shan
State on 10 December 2003 together with a goodwill
delegation. It was I that led the delegation, and Moh Moh
Soe, my daughter, was its member. Driven by the urge to
visit Shan State, we started our journey in December of
the cold season. No sooner had air tickets been bought
than we set forth as we were so overwhelmed by the
desire to start the trip. We flew to Lashio via Heho, and
then hired a van to proceed to Muse. We went on to
Shweli in the People’s Republic of China, where my bosom
friends live. On our trip to China, we conveyed the intimate
friendship of Myanmar peoples to them. My Chinese
friends returned the same thing to us. And we received
their kind hospitality wherever we went. We did everything
in our capacity for further cementing the existing
friendship.

All along the trip we made by plane, we caught
sight of grey mountain ranges, valleys, reddish ridges,
fields, rivers, creeks, and lakes without feeling bored in
the slightest. No doubt will there lie buried mineral
resources under them. Various kinds of rice and crops
grow well on these fields. Moreover, dams and hydel
power stations are under construction there by making
use of water from rivers and waterfalls. These natural
resources are substances Nature provides for Myanmar.
What is necessary is to make good use of them.

After the plane had touched down at the Lashio
Airport, my friends there welcomed us heartily. Not only
did they treat us to lunch, but they also arranged a van for
our trip to Muse. We felt a touch of warmth in the cold
season like winter.

As we continued our journey on mountain passes,
I considered the ability of those who constructed those
roads to be wizards. So smooth was the road that I who
used to be afraid of travelling on such kind of road forgot
my fear. Instead, I let myself be enchanted by scenic
beauties of Shan State. When I, as a cultural attaché, served
my duties in Britain, I frequented Wales and Scotland. I
thought then that the mountain ranges and fields in those
regions were of great beauty. Also as an ambassador to
Australia, it occurred to me that the beauties of Canberra
and the scenes of Brisbane could not be found in Myanmar.
I thought so because at that time I had not been to Shan
State yet. Now that I have visited there, I dare say that a
variety of beautiful things of the rest of the world do exist
in Myanmar in a way they are festooned with flowers of
various colours. In addition, under the soil of Myanmar

lie buried many mineral resources. Therefore, the beauty
of Myanmar is more precious.

Shan State being fertile, rice and vegetables grow
well. Sunflower and buckwheat are also grown there. If only
departments and private entrepreneurs place their investments
on farming industry there using modern technologies, the
region is likely to develop into a garden of Asia.

Israeli flowers and vegetables has made inroad into
the European market on a daily basis after the desert area
had been turned into a garden where various plants of
flowers and fruits can be grown. Nature has created such
condition for Myanmar. And the Chinese market, the
world’s biggest one, is also at the ready.

The geographical condition of Shan State is
especially good for the livestock breeding work. Sheep,
cow, horse and so on can also be bred on a commercial
scale like those conducted in the United States, Australia
and New Zealand. It is also possible to expand the livestock
breeding industry into an export-oriented one. Besides,
there can emerge industries based on agriculture and
livestock breeding. The beauty of Shan State is no doubt
a magnet for tourism industry, which can earn as much as
billions of foreign currency. What is needed is to improve
transportation and accommodation.

There are educated youths aplenty in Myanmar.
The combination of their love of the country and energies
can bring forth the required work force. Plans have been
made to disburse loans to national people across the
country and organize them into agriculture and livestock
breeding businesses and other industries to conduct on a
broader scale. The economic as well as social growth will
then move with an astonishing velocity and be able to
keep abreast of other nations. There are favourable
conditions to secure success, if such measures are to be
taken in all the states and divisions.

I was lost in a train of thought of the welfare of the
State all along the trip till I reached Muse, where my
nephew Maung Maung Lin welcomed us heartily. My
nephew was married to Mu Mu Htaik, a Shan national
girl, and is earning his living in the line of border trade.
They have had a son, who is now one year old. My nephew
found it delightful to live in Shan State and said that he
would settle in Muse. Their happiness came over me. I
have now got Shan national relatives to love as blood
relation. To meet them was included in the purpose of my
goodwill visit.

They also gave us a VIP treat. A friend of my

(Retired Ambassador)

nephew drove us to well-known Kyugok-Pangsang, which
was once a blood-stained area owing to battles with the
BCP but now a picturesque town with hills, valleys and
orange farms as the BCP were driven out of the town by
the Tatmadaw and locals. Also gone with them were poppy
plantations. Presently, peace prevails in the region. There
can be found children playing in the sunshine and girls
selling goods with peace of mind. Selling oranges, a Shan
national girl with reddish cheeks invited me to visit her.
The economic boost as a result of regional stability is a
success for the country.

My nephew took me to Shweli in the People’s
Republic of China. His Chinese friend himself drove us
there of his own volition. A Shan national helped us as an
interpreter. It was really a goodwill visit. Chinese goods
from Shweli find their way to Myanmar via Muse. With
the products of Myanmar, Shweli is becoming more and
more prosperous. Like Singapore, Shweli with grand
supermarkets on broad and clean roads is where the action
is. When modified with fertilizers and hi-techs, the young
plants brought from Myanmar are quick to grow big in a
short time. For the same reason, sapphires, rubies and
jade of Myanmar fetch high prices when decorated with
their excellent artistic talent. Myanmar people should
export only the finished jewellery. There are many a
prospect of making profits out of the Sino-Myanmar border
trade on a mutual-benefit basis. Both countries will then
become bound up with close ties. It is expected that ‘one
stop service’ centres will be opened to ensure the easy
flow of commodities.

King Anawrahta paid a visit to Shweli, where he
visited a pagoda and said prayers for a stronger friendship
between the two countries.

On 13-12-2003, I bid adieu to my nephew, niece,
grandson and friends and left Muse for Lashio. It seemed
to me impossible to forget the scenic beauties of Shan
State along Kutkai-Hsenwi road, and the dinner my niece’s
mother treated us to. The memory of their kind hospitality
will live on. My thanks are due to all of them.

Our goodwill delegation has dreamed a series of
visits to Chin State, Kayah State and others, if the occasion
arises.

It is because I have set my sights on building a
modern and developed nation in unison with the dedicated
service of all national brethren.

(Translation: KTY)
Myanma Alin, Kyemon — 28-12-2003

Blood donated to Defence

Services hospitals

YANGON, 18 Jan — Hailing the 59th Anniversary Armed
Forces Day, members of Myittamon Group of the Shine
Hope Co of Sangyoung Township donated blood and K
100,000 to the Defence Services Orthopaedic Hospital
(500-bed) and blood and medical equipment to Defence
Services General Hospital (1000-bed) (Mingaladon)
yesterday morning.

Commandant Lt-Col Tun Tun accepted the cash
donation and presented certificates of honour to the
wellwishers. Similarly, members of the groups donated
blood and medical equipment to the Defence Services
General Hospital (1000-bed) (Mingaladon).

Deputy General Manager U Ohn Kyaing of the
group explained the purpose of the donation.

Next, Col Myo Nyunt of the hospital spoke words
of thanks and presented certificates of honour to the
wellwishers. Later, members of the group donated blood
and K 100,000 to Defence Services Liver Hospital
(Mingaladon). — MNA

The collective blood donation at Defence Services Live
Hospital —mNa

Myanmar Products Expo to be held
YaNGoN, 18 Jan —Myanmar Products Expo 2004
will be held by Dragon Exhibitions Ltd in amhaewun Garden

Myanmar ICT Week (2004)

21-1-2004 to 27-1-2004
MICT Park, Yangon.

in Lashio from 6 to 10 February 2004. At the Expo,
cosmetics, clothes, plastic wares, consumer goods, electrical
appliances, household items, traditional medicines, etc will
be on display and Star entertainment programme will be
included. Further details can be inquired through

Tel: 573148. — MNA
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dance number at the 56th Anniversary Independence Day Reception in Lcmdon.‘

Independence Day Reception held
in London

YANGON, 18 Jan —A reception to mark the 56th
Anniversary Independence Day of the Union of Myanmar
took place at Chiswick Town Hall in London on 4 January
under the aegis of Myanmar Association (UK).

Present on the occasion were patrons of the
association, executives and members and Myanmar citizens
residing in UK and foreigners totalling about 300.

Permanent Patron of the association Myanmar
Ambassador to UK Dr Kyaw Win, Chairman of the
association U Nay Win spoke on the occasion. Patron of
the association Prof U Tony Hla Pe and executive
committee member of Myanmar Britain Business
Association (MBBA) Mr Keith Win explained the
assistance to be rendered to Myanmar members.

Next, certificates of honour and awards were
presented to four outstanding students. Myanmar students
entertained those present with Myanmar traditional songs
and dances.

Later, the guests enjoyed Myanmar traditional
snacks, and the reception came to a close at 4 pm with the

~singing of National Anthem in chorus. — MNA
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Prime Minister attends 45th Founding Anniversary of Maha Visuddhayon (Pali University)

Shwekyin Kyaingtaik, presents certificates of honour to members of the Sangha

YANGON, 17 Jan — The
45th Founding Anniversary
of Maha Visuddhayon (Pali
University) Shwekyin
Kyaungtaik and the cer-
emony to honour members
of the Sangha who passed
the examinations was held at
Manawrama Eicchasaya
Kyaung of the monastery on
Nandawun Road, Bahan
Township, this morning, at-
tended by Prime Minister
General Khin Nyunt.

Present on the occasion
were State Ovadacariya
Sayadaws Shwekyin Joint-
Sasanabaing Sayadaw Abhi-
dhaja Maha Rattha Guru
Bhaddanta Rajindabhi-
vamsa of Thirimanda San
Kyaung in Bahan Township
and Shwekyin Joint-
Sasanabaing Sayadaw
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha
Guru Abhidhaja AggaMaha
Saddhammajotika Bhad-
danta Jotipala of Kyak-
hatwaing Kyaungtaik in
Bago, State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Committee Saya-
daws, Tipitaka Ovadacariya
Sayadaws, Presiding Saya-
daw Tipitakadhara Dhamma
Bandagarika Agga Maha
Pandita Ashin Sirinanda-
bhivamsa of Maha Visud-
dhayon (Pali University)
Shwekyin Kyaungtaik (Yaw
Sayadaw), and Nayaka
Sayadaws, lecturer Saya-
daws and members of the
Sangha who passed the ex-
aminations, members of
Yangon Division Sangha
Nayaka Committee, invited

Sayadaws, Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Chairman Yangon
Command Commander
Maj-Gen Myint Swe, min-
isters, officials of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office, departmen-
tal heads, religious associa-
tionmembers, chairmen and
members of township and
ward PDCs, disciples and
wellwishers.

Prime Minister General
Khin Nyunt and the congre-
gation received the Eight
Precepts from State
Ovadacariya Sayadaw
Shwekyin Joint-Sasana-
baing Sayadaw Abhidhaja

Maha  Rattha  Guru
Bhaddanta Rajinda-
bhivamsa.

Sishin Sayadaw Agga
Maha Pandita Bhaddanta
Agga Nanabhivamsa of
Maha Visuddhayon Taikthit
in Mandalay read the record
of founding the monastery
and Chairman of Weya-
wutsa Association of the
monastery Captain Maung
Tin (Retd) spoke words of
delight.

The Prime Minister pre-
sented offertories to the
Shwekyin Joint-Sasana-
baing Bahan Thirimanda
SanKyaung Sayadaw, Com-
mander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, ministers and depart-
mental heads to the
Shwekyin Joint-Sasana-
baing Bago Kyakhatwaing
Sayadaw, the State Sangha
Maha Nayaka Committee

Sayadaws, the Tipitaka
Ovadacariya Sayadaws, the
Maha Visuddhayon (Pali
University) Shwekyin
Kyaungtaik  Presiding
Sayadaw and members of the
Sangha.

The Prime Minister then
presented certificates of hon-
our and awards to Ashin
lindaka who had passed the
Tipitakadhara Selection Ex-
amination 2003 of the State
and won the Vinajadhara
Vinajakovida title, the
Digabanaka title and the
Dwipitakadhara title.

The commander and the
ministers presented certifi-
cates of honour and awards
to Ashin Sirakitjana who
wonthe Vinijadhara Vinaja-
kovida title at the
Tipitakadhara Selection Ex-
amination 2003 of the State
and Pitakattaya Paragu title
at Suwunnabonmi Pariyatti
Sasanahita Examination in
Thaton, Shin Veija Nanda
Lankara who stood first in
the whole country at
Pathamalat class of
Pahtamabyan examination,
Shin Javana Lankara who
stood third in the whole
country at Pahtamange
class, Shin Janeya Lankara
who won first in the whole
country at Engottara Nikaya
Vidhu of the Nikaya Exami-
nation of the State and
Samanekyaw title, and Shin
Tikkha Lankara who won
three Samanekyaw titles at
Mandalay Thakyathiha
Samanekyaw examination,

Prlme Minister General Khln Nyunt presents certificates of honour and awards to Ashin
lindaka who passed the Tipitakadhara Selection Examination 2003 and won the

Vinajadhara Vinajakovida title, the Digabanaka title and the Dwipitakadhara titie.

Bago Pariyatti Saddhamma
Rakkhita Samanekyaw ex-
amination and Taunggyi
Kanbawza Samanekyaw
examination.

Afterwards, the Prime
Minister left there.

The second session of the
ceremony was then held.

Myingyan  Mabhasi
Sasana Yeiktha Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Indobhasa
(Vinajadhara Vinajakovi-
da) read the verses written
by the Mandalay Maha
Visuddhayon Taik Mingala
Beikman Sayadaw and the
Kantawya Pariyatti Sar-
thintaik Sayadaw in
Gangaw.

The chairman and mem-
bers of Weyawutsa Associa-
tion of the monastery pre-

sented certificates of honour
and awards to members of
the Sangha from the monas-
tery who passed examina-
tions. The Maha Visud-
dhayon (Pali University)
Shwekyin Kyaungtaik Pre-
siding Sayadaw delivered a
sermon, followed by sharing
of merits gained for good
deeds. Afterwards, the cer-
emony came to a close with
three-time recitation of
Namo Tassa

The ceremony was held
to honour 96 members of the
Sangha from the monastery
who passed the examinations
of the State and other asso-
ciations — six members of
the Sangha who passed the
55th Tipitaka Selection Ex-
amination of the State with

credit, six members of the
Sangha who passed State
Dhammacariya (Lecture) ex-
amination (three treatises),
one member of the Sangha
who won Pitakattaya Paragu
title, two members of the
Sangha who passed
Pahtamagyiexamination, 12
members of the Sangha who
passed Pahtamalat examina-
tion, 14 members of the
Sangha who passed the
Pahtamange examination,
three members of the Sangha
who won Vinaja Vidhu title,
four members of Sangha who
won Inguttara Nikaya Vidhu
title and members of the
Sangha who passed other
examinations of Buddhist
missionary associations and
departments. — MNA

Prime Minister General K-hin Nyunt formally unveils"the s-tone inscriptions of the refectory of Alowdawbyae Monastery in Dagon Myothit (East)(NewsshiPage 1)—Mna

Lt-Gen Ye Myintinspects Leshi-Htamanthiroad

YANGON, 18 Jan—Mem-
ber of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-
Gen Ye Myint, who accom-
panied Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Soe Win on his tour as a
member, together with offi-
cials from the SPDC Office,
officers from the North-West
Command, the Chief Engi-
neer of Khamti District Pub-
lic Works and officials, on
16 January morning, in-
spected the 4-mile long
Leshi-Htamanthi Road and
gave necessary instructions.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint and

officials left Leshi by car
and arrived at mile post 32/
1 on the road and inspected
there. At mile post 30/1,
Lt-Gen Ye Myintinspected
the site for construction of
a detour and gave instruc-
tions.

He inspected the 40-ft
long wooden bridges at mile
posts 29/4 and 28/2. After
viewing the wooden bridge
at mile post 26/3, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint and party proceeded
to mile post 24/4 where the
Khamti District Chief Engi-
neer reported extension of

the road.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint in-
spected the 100-ft long
wooden bridge at mile post
22/1. He also looked into
repair of road using machin-
ery at mile post 16/6 and
laying of gravel for tarring at
mile post 13/6 and gave in-
structions on meeting the set
standards of the road.

At 9 am, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint and party arrived at
Htamanthi model village in
Homalin Township where
officials welcomed them.

MNA

Gymnasium
opened in
Homalin

YANGON, 18 Jan — Min-
ister for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint attended
the opening ceremony of
the gymnasium in Homalin
Township on 13 January.

On 14 January, the min-
ister attended the opening of
rural development base in
Htamanthi Village and do-
nated books and cash to the
library of the village. The
minister also met with the
local people at the station
hospital. — MNA

Military Band contest continues

Yancon, 18 Jan — The
13th Military Band Contest
of the Defence Services
(Army, Navy and Air) com-
memorating the 59th Anni-
versary Armed Forces Day
continued at the People’s
Square this morning.

Before the contest, bands
comprising school girls of
Bahan Township Basic Edu-
cation High School No 2 and
Latha Township BEHS-1
presented skill demonstra-
tion. Bands of No 44 LID, No
22LID, Company-1 of North-
East Command, Nos 3 and 1
Training Depot and Com-

pany-2 of Western Com-
mand participated in the con-
test.

After today’s contest,
Chairman of the Committee
for Organizing the 59th An-
niversary Armed Forces Day
Commemorative Military
Band Contest Vice-Adjutant-
General Brig-Gen Hla Shwe
presented cash awards to the
bands of school girls. Present
on the occasion were Chair-
man of the committee Brig-
Gen Hla Shwe and senior of-
ficers, panel of judges, guests,
families of defence services
and students. — MNA



Secretary-1 inspects Yazagyo Dam ...

(from page 16)

On arrival at Kalaywa
by helicopter, the Secretary-
1 and party were welcomed
by Col Nyi Tun of Kyigon
Station and officials.

Next, they proceeded to
Myittha Bridge (Kalaywa)
construction project site. At
the briefing hall, Senior En-
gineer U Kyaw Lin reported
on progress of work in con-
structing the bridge and work
being carried out.

The Secretary-1 gave
necessary instructions and
looked into the project site.
Myittha Bridge (Kalaywa)
is to link Kalaywa, which is
the end of Monywa-Ahlon-
Yargyi-Myoma-Kalaywa
road, with Shan Tat village.
Efforts are being made for
timely completion of the
1,320 feet long bridge.

Next, the Secretary-1and
party inspected the project
site and proceeded to
Kalaywa Township People’s
Hospital where they in-
spected the X-ray unit, den-
tal unit, wards and operation
theatre.

Next, they arrived at
Kalaywa Basic Education
High School and inspected
the computer skills room, the
computer aided instruction
room and the audio lab room
and viewed the skills demon-
stration of the students.

Next, Headmaster U Win
Myint reported on construc-
tion of a two-storey school
building to the Secretary-1
who attended to the needs.

On arrival at Kalay Uni-
versity, the Secretary-1 and
party were welcomed by

Pro-Rector U Kyaw Ye Tun,
professors and faculty mem-
bers.

At the hall of the univer-
sity, the Secretary-1 met with
professors, associate profes-
sors, lecturers and assistant
lecturers and faculty mem-
bers.

The Pro-Rector reported
on courses being conducted
at the university, number of
the students, strength of aca-
demic and administrative
staff and requirements.

Inresponse to the report,
Vice-Chairman of Myanmar
Education Committee Sec-
retary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win
gave instructions. He said
that they were there to meet
with fellow education staff
of the university and to fulfil
the requirements, that in-
cludes buses for the students
and upgrading of the en-
trance to the university.

He said he felt pleased to
learn that students from Chin
State and Sagaing Division
are pursuing education at the
university happily. It can be
attributed to the goodwill and
efforts of faculty members
led by the Pro-Rector.

The Tatmadaw, since its
assumption of the State du-
ties, has been making efforts
for national development af-
ter laying down plans and
progress has been made in
political, economic, educa-
tion, health and communi-
cation sectors. The govern-
ment will continue to make
efforts for national develop-
ment whatever hindrances
and obstacles are.

A modernand developed

nation will have to be built
with intellectuals and intel-
ligentsia. Thus, universities,
colleges and institutes were
opened across the nation for
the emergence of highly
qualified human resources.
In the process, faculty mem-
bers are to train and teach
the students to become out-
standing ones capable of
serving the interests of the
State and the people.

Afterwards, the Secre-
tary-1 and party arrived at
Kalay Industrial Zone.

At the briefing hall, the
chairman of Kalay District
Peace and Development
Council and the chairman of
the Industries Supervisory
Committee reported on es-
tablishment of the industrial
zone, production of light
trucks, farm equipment and
machines for small-scale
Hydel power.

Inresponse to the report,
Chairman of Industrial De-
velopment Committee Sec-
retary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win
gave instructions. He said
that the Kalay Industrial
Zone being established is
assumed to be keeping
abreast with other industrial
zones with the exception of
Yangon, Mandalay,
Ayethayar and Monywa in-
dustrial zones.

Kalay Industrial Zone
was set up with the aim of
enhancing the standard of
private industries and of ena-
bling the industrialists to
become prosperous.

The government has al-
ready established the basic
infrastructures including

.'I

.

‘"“ﬁ..ﬁ.‘

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win visits a patient at Htamanthi Station Hospital in Hol

MNA
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects cars assembled at Kalay Industrial-zane
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economic, education and
health sectors. Therefore,
priority will have to be given
to development of the in-
dustrial sector. The govern-
ment will make strenuous
efforts for development of
industrial sector with added
momentum starting from
the year 2004.

To ensure availability of
electricity in rural regions,
the industrial zones includ-
ing Kalay Industrial Zone
are needed to produce small-
scale and medium-scale ma-
chines for hydel power and
efforts are to be made for
producing quality machines
for hydel power.

Next, the Secretary-1and
party inspected machines for
hydel power, turbines and
spare parts for turbines and
small-scale machines for
hydel power. Next, they
looked into farm equipment,
harvesters, machines for
general purpose and others.
Next, they inspected vari-
ous kinds of Myanmar Su-
per Jeeps and light trucks
and the site for extension of
the industrial zone.

In the evening, the Sec-
retary-1 and party arrived at
Kalay Government Techni-
cal College where they met
with the principals and fac-
ulty members of the Gov-
ernment Technical College
and Government Computer
College.

At the meeting, Princi-
pal of GTC U Than Win and
Principal of GCC Daw Aye
Aye Thein reported on
courses being conducted,
number of the students,
strength of faculty members
and staff and work being car-

ried out for greening the en-
virons of the colleges.

Next, Deputy Minister
for Science and Technology
Dr Chan Nyein reported on
fulfilment of teaching and
learning aids and new build-
ings to be constructed for
the colleges.

Next, the Secretary-1
gaveinstructions, saying that
the faculty members are to
try their utmost to keep pace
with changes and develop-
ments through innovation.
As they are well-versed and
highly qualified ones, they
are to teach and train their
students to become the out-
standing ones. Next, the Sec-
retary-1 presented gifts to
the principals, on behalf of
the faculty members.

Yesterday morning, the
Secretary-1 and party in-
spected the 10-kilo-watt
hydel power plant con-
structed at the regional bat-
talion in Kalay and gave
necessary instructions.

Next, they paid homage
to ancient Buddha images
kept at Dhammayon
Kyaungtaik in Kalay and
presented offertories to Pre-
siding Sayadaw of the
Kyaungtaik Agga Maha
Saddhamma-jotika adhaja
Bhaddanta Dhammapala.

Next, they proceeded to
Kalay BEHS No 1 and in-
spected construction of the
two-storey new school build-
ing.

Later, the Secretary-1
met with Headmaster U Sein
Lwin and teachers and gave
instructions on academic
matters.

Next, the Secretary-1and
party paid homage to

Yokpwa Tahtaung Yehsan
Kyunmyat at Htako Parti
Phaya Kyaung in Kalay and
the Secretary-1 signed in the
visitors’ book.

On arrival at Kalay Dis-
trict General Hospital, the
Secretary-1 and party were
welcomed by the medical
superintendent, specialists,
nurses and hospital staff.

Next, the Secretary-1 and
party inspected children
ward, medical ward, the OG
ward and intensive care unit,
delivery room and operation
theatre.

At the briefing hall, the
medical superintendent re-
ported on the strength of spe-
cialists, doctors, nurses, hos-
pital staff, fulfilment of
medicines, medical equip-
ment, laboratory equipment,
common diseases of the re-
gion and treatment, mobile
medical treatment of special-
ists and raising of trust funds
for the hospital. Next, Di-
rector-General of Health
Department Dr Wan Maung
gaveasupplementary report.

After giving necessary
instructions, the Secretary-
1 greeted specialists and
doctors. Next, member of
Panel of Patrons of Union
Solidarity and Development
Association (Central) Sec-
retary-1Lt-Gen Soe Win met
with secretaries of Kalay and
Kalaywa Township Union
Solidarity and Development
Associations and executives
at the hall of Kalay Station
and gave instructions.

Next, Secretary-1 Lt-
Gen Soe Win and party left
for Yangon by Myanma Air-
ways and arrived back here
in the evening.—MNA

Ta@@cretary-l Lt-Gen Soe Win views round the Kalay District People’s Hospitaka

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects the construction of the two-storey school building
of BEHS No 1 in Kalay- Mna
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win tours
Bhamo, Homalin and Leshi

004. Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects Leshi People’s Hospital on 17-1-2004.
(News reported)—MNA

S

L
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win meets departmental staff and townselders at Leshi Township Peace and Development Council Office @iNdwsIepofdd)— mna

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects arrangements for preventing Shweli Bridge from erosion on 1@N&w2&0@ported) — MNA



L

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win presents gifts to local nationals at N

e SR

New Year Festival in Leshi on 17-1-200&ews reported) —MNA

aga Tradition
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al Lt-Gen Ye Myint presents gifts to Naga national race leaders at Naga Traditional
New Year Festival in Leshi on 17-1-2004ews reported) — MNA

Naga Traditional New Year Festival in progress in Leshi, Hkamti District,

Sagaing Division, on 17-1-2004News reported) — MNA

R

Sagaing Division, on 17-1-2004(News reported)— MNA

‘ Tourists seen at Naga Traditional New Year Festival in Leshi, Hkamti District,
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Myanmar reaches finals in U-14
Asia Zone (2) Tennis Tournament

YANGON, 18 Jan —
The semi-finals of the
second round matches of
the U-14 Asia Zone (2)
Tennis Tournament
organized by International
Tennis Federation and
Tennis Federation of
Myanmar took place at
Theinbyu Tennis court here
this morning. At the men’s
single event, Phyo Min Tha
of Myanmar team and
Munkhbaatar of Mongolia
reached finals, beating
Baber of Pakistan and Win
Htet Paing of Myanmar.

At the women’s
single event, Malaysia and
Sri Lanka reached finals.
Myanmar double Phyo Min
Tha and Win Htet Paing and
Pakistan double Babar and
Nazir reached finals in the
men’s double event.

At the women’s
doubles event, Sri Lanka

team and Sri Lanka-
Malaysia team reached
finals after beating their
rivals.

Final matches will
take place tomorrow
morning. — MNA

Phyo Min Thain
action. —Lm

Ensuring smooth and
secure transport
coordinated

YANGON, 17 Jan — Work coordination meeting of
Yangon Division Supervisory Committee for Ensuring
Smooth and Secure Transport was held at the meeting hall
of Yangon Command yesterday evening, attended by
Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Development
Council Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe. It was also attended by Deputy Commander Col
Wai Lwin, military region commanders, members of
Yangon Division Peace and Development Council,
members of the supervisory committee, chairman of district
and township Peace and Development Councils, registrars
of universities and colleges in Yangon, chairman of bus
lines and guests.

Officials reported to the commander on measures
taken for ensuring smooth and secure transport. After
hearing the reports, the commander explained the
arrangements for facilitation of transport in Yangon and
gave necessary instructions. — MNA
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Thailand-Singapore to sign open-sky deal

Banekok , 18 Jan— Thailand and Singapore are moving closer to sign an open-sky
deal for cargo flights, which is likely to come into effect in February, according to the
Thai Ministry of Commerce.

BUILD UP KNOWLEDDE
Y READING WD LEARHING

Thousands of books are waiting Lo give you
knowledge free of charge

ADUERTISEMENTS

CAUTIONARY NOTICE

NOTICE s hereby given
that Alcatel, Incorporated as
aFrench “Societe anonyme”
of 54, rue La Boetie, 75008
PARIS, France, are the
Owners and Sole proprie-
tors of the following Trade
Mark in Myanmar.

Alcatel OmniSolutions

The said mark is used in
respectof ‘Telecommunica-
tions, devices, apparatu

equipment, installations and -

software’.

The said trade mark is
the subject of Declaration of
Ownership recorded with
the Registrar of Deeds
and Assurances, Yangon,
Myanmar, in Book under No.
1V/3716/2000dated August
11, 2000.

Any infringement or col-
ourable imitation thereof or
other infringement of the
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TRADE MARK CAUTION
RELIGIOUS TECH-
NOLOGY CENTER, of
1710 Ivar Avenue, Los An-
geles, California, U.S.A., is
the Owner of the following

Charin Hansuebsai, spokesman of the
ministry, was quoted Saturday by the Thai
News Agencys saying that the deal looked
set to be signed during the unofficial meet-
ing of the Association of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) Economic Ministers’
meeting (AEM) on Saturday in Indonesia,
which will be attended by a Thai delegation
headed by Commerce Minister Watana

Muangsook.

Under the deal, cargo flights between
Thailand and Singapore will be operated on
an open sky basis from February 2004, with
other ASEAN members joining in the
scheme when they are ready.

The AEM, hosted by the Indonesian city
of Jogjakarta, will be followed by a two-day
ASEAN-European Union Meeting of Eco-
nomic Ministers (AEM-EU).

Also up for discussions in the meeting

of establishing
munity (AEC)

missioner Pasc

trade privilege:

will be the acceleration of measures to en-
sure greater ASEAN cooperation in terms of
the free movement of goods, capital and
skilled labour by 2010, with the eventual aim

an ASEAN Economic Com-
by 2020.

The Thai Government has expressed in-
terest in facilitating the free movement of
goods and services within the region, par-
ticularly for goods of agriculture and fishery,
automobiles and health care.

During the AEM-EU meeting, the
ASEAN ministers will meet EU Trade Com-

al Lamy, and discussions will

be centred round a treaty proposed by the EU
last April to boost inter- regional trade coop-
eration, the report said. It is hoped that the
treaty will bring about the granting of special

s between the two regions, it

added.—MNA/Xinhua

Trade Mark:-
0,0 o O 0 1o} (e}
DTANETICS

Reg. No. 1243/1983
inrespect of “Printed matter,
periodicals, books, instruc-
tional and teaching materi-
als, brochures, pamphlets”

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A.,H.G.P,DB.L

for RELIGIOUS TECH-
NOLOGY CENTER
P.O. Box 60, Yangon.
Dated: 19 January 2004

rights of the said Corpora-

tion will be dealt with ac-
cording to law.

U Kyi Win, B.Com., B.L.,

for Alcatel,

by its Attorneys

REMFRY & SAGAR

INDIA

Dated: 19th January 2004

Airbus to deliver
over 30 planes to
China in 2004

BEUING, 18 Jan— France-
based aircraft manufacturer,
Airbus will deliver more than
30 civilian aircraft to China
in 2004, Airbus China presi-
dent Laurence Barron an-
nounced here Friday.

The aircraft will be oper-
ated by major Chinese air-
lines, including China South-
ern Airlines, Air China,
China Eastern Airlines,
Hainan Airlines and Sichuan
Aiirlines, Barron said.

Airbus had delivered 36
civilian aircraft to the Chinese
Mainland, the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Re-
gion and the Macao Special
Administrative Region last
year. Airbus has been steadily
expanding its China business
since entering the country in
1985.—MNA/Xinhua

Exploration
activities boost
Indonesia’s oil,

gas reserves

JAKARTA, 18 Jan— The
Indonesian Government said
that various oil and gas explo-
ration and exploitation activi-
ties in 2003 had added one
billion barrels of oil and 20
trillion cubic feet (TCF) of
natural gas to the country’s
current oil and gas reserves.

Minister of Energy and
Mineral Resources Purnomo
Yusgiantoro said on Friday
that the boost in the oil and
gas reserves marked
asuccessful year for invest-
ment in the sector.

Some 70 per cent of the
additional reserves was con-
tributed by state-owned oil and
gas firm PT Pertamina’s new
oil and gas finds, Purnomo
was quoted Friday by The Ja-
karta Postas saying.Director
of Exploration and Exploita-
tionIndrayanaChaidirsaid that
with the additional reserves,
thecountry’stotal potentialand
proven oil and gas reserves
now stand at 10.7 billion bar-
rels and 190 TCF of gas, re-
spectively. —MNA/Xinhua

Geologists warn of
great earthquake
in Nepal

KaTtHmANDU, 18 Jan—
Geologists said that Nepal
might experience an earth-
quake with an intensity of
more than 8 on the Richter
Scale in the next 10 years,
The Himalayan Timagws-
paper reported Saturday.

“The earthquake is ex-
pected to be more cata-
strophic than the onein 1934,

Mars rover stretches arm, snaps micro-pictures

Pasabena, (California), 18 Jan— The Mars rover Spirit stretched out its robotic
arm for the first time on Friday, snapping microscopic pictures of the red planet’s soil,
and relieved scientists also looked back at the six-wheeler’s tyre tracks, concluding it

was safe to start driving.

Scientists said they were
getting “up close and per-
sonal with Mars” as they
searched for clues that would
explain wind patterns and the
geological history of the Red
Planet, including the main
question of whether water
ever flowed on the surface.

“Today Spirit began its
mission,” Mission Manager
Mark Adler told a briefing.

“About seven hours ago,
we made our first use of the
arm. We put the arm out in
front of the rover, down hov-
ering over the soil with the
microscopic imager, and we
took the first microscopic
images of the surface of an-
other planet.”

Spirit had tested its arm
after landing but waited un-
tilafterits Thursday exit from
its landing pad to put it to
use.

The first 3-cemtimetre

diameter pictures showed a
fine-grained flat surface and
dust particles that appeared
tobe cemented together, said
camera science lead Ken
Herkenhoff. Some of the
grains were too small for the
camera, which can focus on
a grain of salt, to see.

The image suggested
there could be a fine crust of
soil on the surface, he said.
Scientists are eager to con-
firm that and test why the
grains hold together, since
one explanation could be that

The tracks were sharp
outlines of the tyres, rather
than crumbly debris, and thus
more indication of fine par-
ticles of soil and good news
for driving.

“The bottom line is we
don’t anticipate any prob-
lems if the terrain continues
to hold up like this,” science
team member Rob Sullivan
told a briefing after the rover
finished its 13th day on the
planet. “It looks like there is
a lot of support there.”

MNA/Xinhua

water once flowed over the
sand and evaporated, creat-
ing a crust like that on a
beach.

The mission directors
appeared to get as much sat-
isfaction ormore from study-
ing the tracks the rover made
in its trek about 2-1/2 feet
from the lander that brought
it to the planet 13 days ago.

Norway to provide
aid for Nepal's
hydropower
projects

Katumanpu, 18 Jan—
The Norwegian Government
has agreed to provide a grant

assistance of 1.5 million US
dollars to conduct feasibility

going by the geological con-
dition of the country,” the
independent English daily
quoted Manoj Ghimire, a
local geological expert, as
saying.

The earthquake in 1934
was of intensity 8.4 on the
Richter Scale and claimed
more than 90,000 lives, be-
sides demolishing around
80,000 houses in Nepal.

Earthquakes result in
more casualties and damage
because of faulty construc-
tion of infrastructure in Ne-
pal, Ghimire said, adding that
90 per cent of the buildings
constructed in the country
are not based on earthquake-
resistant theory.

“The main cause of con-
cern is the big buildings in
urban areas,” he added.

He also stressed the need
for awareness about earth-
quakes among the Nepali

people. —MNA/Xinhua

Russia hails SCO as tool for
solving world problems

Moscow, 18 Jan— Russian Foreign Ministry spokes
man Alexander Yakovenko said on Friday that the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is an effeq
tive tool of multilateral interaction for solving world

problems.

Russia “is convinced that
SCO will cope with its tasks
and will assert itself as an
effective instrument of mul-
tilateral interaction of our
states in solving problems of
both the regional and inter-
national scales”, Yakovenko
saidin Russia’s Siberian city
of Novosibirsk, where Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov made a stop on his
way back to Moscow from
Beijing.

SCO, which groups
China, Russia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan, was formally es-
tablished in June 2001 and

grew out of efforts in the
1990s to strengthen confi-
dence-building measures in
the Central Asian border re-
gions and fight regional ter-
rorism, religious extremism
and separatism.

“SCO will become one of
the bulwarks for forming a
safe, fairand democratic world
order,” Yakovenko said in an
interview with ITAR-TASS
news agency. “This opinionis
sharedin the whole world,” he
noted, adding that the solemn
ceremony of opening the SCO
Secretariat in Beijing was “a
testimony to that”.

studies of constructing small
and medium size
hydropower projects in Ne-
pal, the Nepali Finance Min-
istry said Saturday.

The grant assistance will
- be utilized to conduct feasi-
bility studies and environ-
mental impact assessments
for 10 small and mediumsize
hydropower projects of 5 to
10 megawatt capacity, the
ministry said in a Press re-
lease. The main objective of
the assistance is to encour-
age investors to invest in
small and medium size
hydropower projectsin west-
ern Nepal.

An agreement on the
grant was signed here Friday
evening by Madhav Prasad
Ghimire, joint-secretary of
the Nepali Finance Ministry
and Norwegian Ambassador
to Nepal Ingrid Ofstad on
behalf of their governments.

MNA/Xinhua

MNA/Xinhua
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UNSG meets special regional
envoys in fight on AIDS

UNiTED NATIONS, 18 Jan — United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan held his first annual consultations on
Friday with his special envoys dealing with HIV/AIDS
on a regional basis as well as with Peter Piot, executive
director of the Joint UN Programme on AIDS.

Annan saw the meeting as an opportunity for the four
envoys — who deal with AIDS in Latin America and the
Caribbean, Eastern Europe, Asia and the Pacific, and Africa
— to assess the situation in their respective regions, includ-
ing the performance of the UN and the Global Fund to Fight
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, a UN spokesman said.

The UN chief told the envoys at the closed-door meet-
ing that AIDS is a priority issue for the UN system, and for
him personally, and stressed the envoys’ value in reaching
out to countries as they respond to the AIDS epidemic.

The meeting came a day after Annan hosted a summit
of executives from the worldwide media at UN Head-
quarters in New York, where the media leaders made
major commitments towards expanding public knowl-

edge and understanding about HIV/AIDS.

MNA/Xinhua

BEUING, 18 Jan — China
Pacific Insurance (Group)
Co.Ltd., aleading insurance
company in China, reported
a profit of 1.03 billion yuan
(124.55 million US dollars)
in 2003, a year-on- year rise
of 45.32 per cent.

The company has main-
tained high profit growth for
six consecutive years.

It collected total premi-
ums of 49.04 billion yuan
(5.93 billion US dollars) last
year, up 37.55 per cent over
2002, acompany source said
Friday.

The company planned to
expand business cooperation
with foreign counterparts

NASA decrees
for “Hubble”

CaPE CaNAVERAL (Florida), 18 Jan —
NASA announced on Friday it would can-
cel a space shuttle mission to service the
Hubble Space Telescope, a decision that
dictates an early demise for the most storied
science programme in the space agency’s
history.

The Hubble, the most famous of all
telescopes, has sent a steady diet of spec-
tacular space images back to Earth since it
was launched in 1990 has been invaluable
in helping astronomers and astrophysics
understand how the universe was formed
and how stars are born and die.

The Hubble could malfunction at any
time, but NASA predicts a failure between
early 2006 and 2008. At some point after
that, a robotic ship will be used to push the
satellite out of orbit and it will burn in the
Earth’s atmosphere.

A shuttle mission targeted for mid-2005
would have repaired broken gyroscopes
used to aim the Hubble and astronauts
would have replaced batteries that are work-

early demise

Chinese insurance giant reports
45.32 per cent profit hike

this year, said Wang
Guoliang, board chairman of
the company.

It would also speed up
the creation of a unified data
bank and customer service
centre while promoting its
online services, Wang said.

A Standard and Poor re-
port released in Decem-ber
said the Chinese insurance
market was the third largest
market in Asia with great
potential, though the total
premiums remained small.

Premiums in China
amounted to  296.8
billion yuan (35.89 billion
US dollars) in the first
three quarters of 2003, ayear-
on-year rise of 31 per cent.

MNA/Xinhua

55 Filipinos die of lung
cancer every day

ManiLa, 18 Jan — The
Philippine Government has
said about 55 Filipinos die of
lung cancer and other to-
bacco-related diseases every
day, which entails 46 billion
pesos (836.36 million US
dollars) in economic and
medical costs annually.

Philippine Health Secre-
tary Manuel Dayriturged the
government to get serious
aboutimplementing the anti-
smoking law passed by Con-
gress last year, saying Filipi-
nos were starting to smoke
earlier in life.

Advertisements linking
smoking with beauty, sophis-
tication, power and success
are a major factor in the in-
crease in number of young
Filipinos learning to smoke
before they reach 17 years

old, the Philippine Daily In-
quirer on-line news Satur-
day quoted Dayrit as saying
in a statement.

Corazon Ngelan-gel, an
oncologist at the Philippine
General Hospital and a con-
sultant at the Philippine Can-
cer Society, said male Fili-
pino smokers consumed
around 26 sticks of cigarettes
a day and women smokers
consumed an average of
seven sticks.

A stick of cigarette con-
tains 2,000 different chemi-
cals, the ones that can be
found in exhaust pipes, in-
cluding tar, which causes
addiction and nicotine, which
causes darkening of the lips,
the Philippine Cancer Soci-
ety said.

MNA/Xinhua

telescope

ing on borrowed time.

That mission, now cancelled, would also
have new instruments, including the Wide
Field Camera 3, powerful enough to see back
in time to the period when the first lights in
the universe turned on.

Because of the time it takes light to reach
Earth, telescopes as powerful as the Hubble
actually act like time machines, allowing
scientists to peer at the universe as it was
billions of years ago. “Its early termination
and the failure to deploy the sort of last
generation of instruments, which were even
more fully able to exploit its capabilities, is
tragic. The loss is immeasurable,” said as-
tronomer Donald Hall of the Institute for
Astronomy at the University of Hawaii.

The space agency’s decision, announced
by NASA Administrator Sean O’Keefe to
scientists and engineers at the Marshall Space
Flight Centre in Maryland, where Hubble’s
mission is managed, was a direct result of
safety concerns after the loss last February of
the space shuttle Columbia—MNA/Reuters|

Members of the Jana Natya Manch, an Indian nongovernmental organization, dressed
as US President George Bush and his security guards march in protest against imperi-

N

"leg

alism at the World Social Forum conference in Bombay, India, on 17 Jan, 2004.

Unequal trade and foreign debt were the focus Saturday at the forum, where some

100,000 activists have gathered to oppose globalization, saying
it hurts the world’s poor— INTERNET

A Royal Bengal Tiger yawns at a zoo

in the eastern Indian city

of Calcutta on 16 Jan, 2004~ INTERNET

Bank Indonesia’s
interest rate may go
below 8 per cent

JAKARTA, 18 Jan — The
deputy governor of the In-
donesian central bank said
Friday that the central
bank’s benchmark interest
rate may go below 8 per
cent this year if the govern-
ment maintains the sound
economic situation.

Deputy governor of
Bank Indonesia (BI) Anwar
Nasution made the remarks
while commenting on the
central bank’s move to
loweritsinterestrate to 8.06

Khamenei makes second visit to Bam

TEHERAN, 18 Jan — Iranian supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Friday made his
second visit to the earthquake-stricken city of
Bam in the southeast, the official IRNAnews
agency reported. According to the report,
Khamenei would hold talks with local officials
regarding the work done so far and future plans.

He would be briefed on the latest situa-
tion in the city and also visit the survivors
and the damaged areas, IRNAadded.

Khamenei visited Bam on December 29,
three days after a massive tremor there
killed some 30,000 to 40,000 people.

Meanwhile, a senior official was quoted
as saying that the death toll in the Bam
earthquake has now risen to 41,000.

In the December 26 earthquake, “up until

now 41,000 of the people of (southeastern
city of) Bam have been killed”, said
Mohammad Mohammadi-Gholpayghani,
head of the office of the supreme leader.

“There is a possibility that this could in-
crease to 45,000,” he said, adding itis a great
catastrophe.

Previously, official estimates had put the
quake death toll in the southeastern city of
some 100,000 residents at between 30,000
and 35,000.

Mohammadi-Gholpayghani pledged that
reconstruction work would be accelerated,
adding “all officials have to give their full
attention to Bam. ...The leader says Bam
must be rebuilt, so his orders must material-
ize.” — MNA/Xinhua

per cent during the weekly
auction of its promissory
notes on Wednesday.

He said Indonesia posted
good economic performance
last year, during which the
exchange rate between the
national currency rupiah and
the US dollar was stable and
the inflation remained low,
enabling BI to continuously
lower its interest rate.

MNA/Xinhua

WHO raises Vietnam deaths
from bird flu by 1 to 4

Hanor, 18 Jan — The
World Health Organizat-
ion has raised the number
of Vietnam’s confirmed
bird flu deaths by one to
four, saying a five-year-
old boy who died this
month was found to have

been carrying the virus.
The UN health agency,
which is helping Vietnam
battle the fast-spreading dis-
ease, said the boy, from Nam
Dinh Province, died on Janu-
ary 8. Nam Dinh is about 60
miles south of the capital

Hanoi.

“WHO now counts four
confirmed cases of HSN1 in
Vietnam,” the agency said in
a statement issued late on
Friday, referring to the bird
flu virus.

MNA/Reuters
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Parma accused for tax evasion

RoME, 18 Jan— Italy’s Parma soccer club has been accused for
tax evasion on player transfers, and it amounted to some 640 billion
old lire, or about 330 million euros, judicial sources said Friday.

The Italian top Serie A outfit was once one of the symbols of
Parmalat's success, but now faces possible sale as the insolvent
group sheds non-strategic assets.

The cash-strapped club is also facing a probe into the sale of TV
rights, which stems from the 1990s.

Earlier this week Parmalat’s court-appointed administrator Enrico
Bondi took over the running of the club Parma after last week's
forced resignation of Stefano Tanzi, son of disgraced Parmalat
chief Calisto Tanzi. Bondi took over the chairmanship of the club
himself as it prepares to shed players in order to stay afloat ahead
of a possible sale.

Luca Baraldi, a former Parma director who put together a rescue
package for its cash-strapped rival Lazio earlier this year, was
named new CEO of the club, which currently lies fifth in Serie A.

The news came before a Parma shareholders’ meeting which
approved the sale of three players including Brazilian star Adriano
to repay a 70-million-euro debt to its insolvent parent group.

MNA/Xinhua

Manchester-born Butt has had a transfer
request accepted by United and looks cer-
tain to end his long association with his only
club before the closing of the transfer win-
dow at the end of January.

"There has been plenty of interest, al-
though I won't say who from. It's not my job
to say which clubs have phoned us up.
That's their department. But there have been
enquiries," Ferguson told a news confer-
ence. The 28-year-old Butt has made over
250 league appearances since making his
debut in 1992-93.

However, despite being an England regu-
lar, the tenacious central midfielder has
been unable to hold down a starting role
with the Premier League champions this
season.

I(l)—liUO'U(l)

Wolverhampton Wanderers celebrate after Kenny Miller's goal makes it 1-0 dur]

their premiership match against Manchester United at the Molineux stadium in Wol

hampton on 17 Jan, 2004INTERNET

"It's frustrating from both sides of the
fence, simply because I know what a serv-
ant he has been to me and the club. He has
been fantastic," added Ferguson.

"He was the first to break into the squad
from that youth squad. That clearly has been
an issue with Nicky coming to the decision
because it's something he probably didn't

Butt move unavoidable, says Ferguson

M ANCHESTER, (England), 18 Jan — The impending departure from Old Trafford of
England international Nicky Butt is an unavoidable situation, Manchester United
manager Alex Ferguson said on Friday.

want to do.

"Buthe is very frustrated because he is not
getting his regular game. Phil Neville has
come in (to the midfield) this season and
played fantastically.

"It's just a situation you can do nothing
about." Of the United side that won the
Youth Cup in 1992, dubbed Fergie's Fledg-
lings, David Beckham became the first key
player to leave the club last year when he
moved to Real Madrid, and Butt's expected
departure represents another chapter in the
evolution of Ferguson's side.

Despite the changes in personnel, United
remain the team to catch and will be looking
to build on their one-point lead at the top of
the table by winning at bottom club Wolver-
hampton Wanderers on Saturday.

With the exception of Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer, who is due to resume training next
week following a slight setback in his return
from knee surgery, Ferguson has a full squad
to select from with Ryan Giggs and Gary
Neville shaking off minor injuries and
Cristiano Ronaldo back following a three-
week break. — MNA/Reuters

Middlesbrough.

Middlesbrough manager Steve
McClaren said his club had held talks with
Liverpool over a possible transfer but
Houllier told reporters: "The situation as it
is, is that Emile will travel as normal with
the rest of the squad to Spurs (on Saturday).

"There has been interest in Emile but at
e moment I'm not ready to let him go and
g n't think Emile wants to go."

The Frenchman added: "I have said it

before and I will happily repeat it again --

Arsenal’s VOIZ’ Shabaan on the MOV @ there will be no players leaving the club and

McBride eyed

to players coming to the club during this
transfer window."
Former England assistant coach

Lonpon, 18 Jan— Fulham completed the permanent signing of German defenderMcClaren sees the burly Liverpool frontman
Moritz Volz on Friday from London Premier League rivals Arsenal for an undis-

closed fee.

Volz, who has been play-
ing on loan at Fulham this
season, has signed a con-
tract taking him to the end
of the 2006-07 season,
Fulham said on their offi-
cial website.

Volzjoined Arsenal from
Schalke 04 in 2000 but
struggled to break into the
first team. The defender,
who turns 21 on Wednes-
day, was loaned out to Wim-
bledon and then Fulham, for
whom he has played 16

times this season.

Arsenal also released
Swedish reserve goalkeeper
Rami Shaaban on a one-
month loan to First Division
West Ham United. West
Hamneed goalkeeping cover
after selling England inter-
national David James to
Manchester City this week.

Blackburn Rovers, mean-
while, said they had agreed a
deal to sign Colombus
Crew's United States striker

media reports suggested
Fulham might try to snatch
him from under their noses.
McBride, who played for
Everton on loan last season,
could be a replacement for
Fulham striker Louis Saha
who is being linked with a
move to Manchester United
But Blackburn manager
Graeme Sounesstoldhisclub's
web site: "A deal has been
agreed tobringhim (McBride)
in—MNA/Reuters

as the solution to his team's goalscoring
problems. He told reporters on Friday: "I
know Emile very well from working with
him with England.

"He is a very good player and he would
interest us. We are speaking to Liverpool
and talks are ongoing.

"We have made an inquiry with Liver-
pool but I would not like to disclose what

Houllier rebuffs Middlesbrough approach for Heskey

LiverpooL (England), 18 Jan— Liverpool manager Gerard Houllier vowed to keep
Emile Heskey at the club on Friday despite interest in the England striker from

that has led to. How much I want him is not

something I will go into but if something

does happen you will be the second to know."
MNA/Reuters

Leeds United still in creditor talks

Lonpon, 18 Jan— Leeds United said on
Friday they were still in talks with their
creditors about extending a repayment dead-
line and had no evidence that an Arab Sheikh
had raised money to bid for the club.

Leeds, second-bottom of the Premier
League table and saddled with massive debts,
had earlier seen their shares soar more than
40 per cent on anewspaper report that Sheikh
Abdulrahman bin Mubarak Al-Khalifa would
buy the club, enabling them to stave off the
threat of administration.

Creditors have given Leeds until January
19 to raise fresh funds. If they fail, the club
bestknown for their trophy- winning team of
the 1970s, could become the first Premier
League team to be forced into administra-
tion, a form of creditor protection.

MNA/Reuters
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Fernandes extends
Southampton contract

LonpoN, 18 Jan — South-
ampton's French winger
Fabrice Fernandes has signed
a two-year contract exten-
sion that ties him to the club
until the end of the 2005-06
season.

"I like the shirt and the
club and the fans and I am
very happy here," Fernandes
said on Southampton's offi-
cial web site on Friday.

The 24-year-old, whose
contract was due to expire at
the end of the season, joined

L=y

Modena’s Ayodele Makinwa of Nigeria, foreground, tries to cross the ball as Lazio’s
Jaap Stam of The Netherlands, defends during their Italian Serie A first division soccer
match at Braglia Stadium, in Modena, central Italy, on 17 Jan, 2004. Makinwa was

making his debut for Modena. The match ended-2kdrerNET

Southampton in December
2001 and helped them to
reach the FA Cup final last
May.— MNA/Reuters
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Sunday, 18 January, 2004

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hou
MST: During the past 24 hours, rains have been isolated in
Kachin State, upper Sagaing Division and weather has been
partly cloudy in the remaining areas. Night temperatures
were (3°C) to (4°C) below normal in Chin, Rakhine, Kayin
States, Ayeyawady Division, (5°C) below normal in Shan
State, Yangon Division, (4°C) above normal in upper Sagaing
Division and about normal in the remaining areas.

Maximum temperature on 17-1-2004 was 33.0°C (91°F).
Minimum temperature on 18-1-2004 was 12.5°C (55°F).
Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 18-1-2004 was 65%.
Total sunshine hours on 17-1-2004 was (9.0) hours approx.
Rainfall on 18-1-2004 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-
Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2004 was
nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10 mph
from Northwest at (11:30) hours MST on 17-1-2004.

Bay inference:Weather is cloudy in the South Bay and
partly cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 19-1-2004Except for
the possibility of isolated rain in Kachin State, weather will
be partly cloudy in the whole country. Degree of certainty is
(40%).

State of the sea:Seas will be moderate in Myanmar
waters. Outlook for subsequent two days:Continuation
of decrease of night temperatures are likely in the Eastern
Myanmar areas.

rs

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
19-1-2004:Partly cloudy. Forecast for Mandalay and

neighbouring area for 19-1-2004Partly cloudy.
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Asleep in Jesus
Dr Charles Pangi
Skin Specialist,Yangon General

Hospital (Retired)

Age (68) Years
Son of (U Pangi and GhaIda) of No. 234, A/4th
Street, A/B Ward, Myothit, Insein Township, Yangon,
son-in-law of (Mahn Aung Myaing) and Gha Tin
May, brother of Daw Khin Thet Mu (DSY) + U Soe
Win Tun, Mahn Lin Shwe + Gha Ohn Kyaing, Gha
Rose Marry + MahnTun Pae, husband of Gha Shirley
Myaing (Singapore), father of S'Aung Thet Soe + Ma
Myat Win Kyi, Nant Sabai Thynn + Saw Johnathan
(PC Myanmar), Nant Zarni Aye (YIEC) + Ko Aung
Hpone Shain, S' Zaw Thet Naing, Nant May Hnin
Thet (Singapore), S' Aung Thet Wai (B.E), grandfa-
ther of six. Asleep in Jesus on 16th January 2004 at
Singapore (NUH). The funeral service will be held at
11:00 am on Tuesday (20-1-2004) at Immanuel Bap-
tist Church in Mahabandoola Pangyan Road and

thence to Yeway Christian Cemetery for burial.

Bereaved Family

Friends and Relatives accept only intimation.
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Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community | *

peace and tranquillity, prevalence of

law and order *

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring Statg *
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State | *

Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-round *
development of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic sys; *
tem
Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad
The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept *
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguardingof
cultural heritage and national charac-
ter
Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of theentire nation

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt visits Cooperatwe Product Exhibition and Market Festival

YANGON, 18 Jan — Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
visited the Cooperative Product Exhibition and Market
Festival-2004 organized by the Ministry of Cooperatives at
the Cooperative Trade Centre (Saya San Plaza) at the corner
of New University Avenue and Saya San Road in Bahan
Township this evening.

First, the Prime Minister, accompanied by officials of
the State Peace and Development Council Office, arrived at
the exhibition at 3 pm. The Prime Minister was welcomed
there by Minister for Cooperatives Maj-Gen Htay Oo and
ministers, the Mayor of Yangon and departmental heads.

Next, the Prime Minister and party viewed the booths of
consumer products, foodstuff, regional products, weaving
traditional costumes of national races, the spinning of
thread from water lily stems, the weaving of water lily
thread into robes and weaving Zinmei longyi of Shan State
at the first floor of the plaza.

Next, the Prime Minister and party inspected the booths
of the Ministry of Industry-1 and the Ministry of Industry-
2, cooperative societies and private industries.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister and party viewed the
jewellery shops, souvenir shops, gem mosaic paintings,
biomass gas engines of Myanmar Inventors Cooperative
Ltd, demonstration of running engines with the power of
bio-gas, marine products of Mon and Rakhine States, im-
port substitute items, foodstuff, textile and furniture of state/
division cooperative societies and private industries.

Next, the Prime Minister and party inspected the vehi-
cles and generators manufactured by industrial zones, coop-
eratives societies and private industries in the compound of
the plaza.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister and party viewed the
booths of rice marketing and red coral groupers culturing of
Annawa Devi Fisheries Cooperative Society on the ground

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt view the Cooperative Product Exhibition and Market Festival-20@4

floor and vehicles assembled in Dagon Seikkan Industrial
Zone. Minister Maj-Gen Htay Oo and officials conducted
the Prime Minister and party round the exhibition.

At the request of the visitors, the exhibition and festival
was extended to 21 January from 9 am to 9 pm.

Later, the Prime Minister and party arrived at the site of
cleaning and beautifying Inya Lake on Gaba Aye Pagoda
Road. Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin and officials wel-

comed the Prime Minister and party.

Next, the Prime Minister and party inspected the dredg-
ing of the lake and maintenance tasks of the embankment.
The mayor conducted the Prime Minister round the work
site. The Prime Minister gave instructions on taking meas-
ures for cleanliness of the lake and conservation of natural
environs. The Prime Minister left the work site at 5 pm.

MNA
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S-ecretary-l Lt-Gen Soe Win looks into Yazagyo Dam project in Kalay Township

Secretary-1 inspects Yazagyo Dam construction project, Myittha Bridge

(Kalay) construction project

INSIDE

Perspectives

YANGON, 18 Jan — Sec-
retary-1 of the State Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Gen Soe Win, accompa-
nied by Chairman of Sagaing
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander
of North-West Command
Maj-Gen Tha Aye, Minister
for Sports Brig-Gen Thura
Aye Myint, deputy minis-
ters, officials of the State
Peace and Development
Council Office and heads of
department, on 16 January
morning, left Leshi by heli-
copter and arrived at
Htamanthi Model Village in
Homalin Township.

Next, Secretary-1Lt-Gen
Soe Win and party together
with member of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint
who had already arrived at
the village and officials, pro-
ceeded to Htamanthi Station
Hospital where they in-
spected the operation theatre
and X-ray unit.

At the hall of the hospi-
tal, the Secretary-1 met with
departmental officials of
Hkamti and Homalin Town-
ships and officials of
Htanmathi Model Village.

At the meeting, Station
Hospital Medical Officer Dr

Thit Lwin reported on re-
quirement of medical equip-
ment and Headmaster of
Htamanthi Basic Education
High School (Branch) U
Aung Zan, on requirement
of a new school building.
Deputy Minister for Edu-
cation Col Aung Myo Min
and Director-General of
Health Department Dr Wan
Maung give supplementary
reports. Next, Commander
Maj-Gen Tha Aye reported
on work to be carried out for
regional development to the
Secretary-1 who gave nec-
essary instructions.
Afterthat, the Secretary-

1 presented cash for the trust
fund of the hospital to Dr
Thit Lwin. Next, the Secre-
tary-1 and party inspected
Htamanthi BEHS (Branch)
and gave instructions.

On arrival at Yazagyo
Dam projectin Kalay Town-
ship, the Secretary-1 and
party were welcomed by
Brig-Gen Khin Maung Aye
of Kalay Station and offi-
cials of Irrigation Depart-
ment. At the briefing hall,
the director of ID Construc-
tion Group-4 reported on
progress of work and future
tasks and arrangements be-
ing made for implementing

Myaung Chaung (Kyaw
Ywa) Dam project.

Inresponse to the report,
the Secretary-1 gave neces-
sary instructions and in-
spected construction ofthe
retaining wall there.

Next, the Secretary-1 and
party looked into the site cho-
sen for construction of the
main embankment and work
being carried out for the
project. The aim of the
project is to irrigate 6500
acres of farmland for devel-
opment of Myittha Valley
region and to generate 5
maga- watt of electricity.

(See page 9)
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