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State Counsellor addresses 4th Myanmar 
Entrepreneurship Summit 2019 in Yangon

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi delivers the opening speech at the 4th Myanmar Entrepreneurship Summit 2019 in Yangon yesterday.   PHOTO: MNA

STATE Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi addressed the 

4th Myanmar Entrepreneurship 
Summit 2019 organized by the 
Myanmar Young Entrepreneurs 
Association (MYEA) held at the 
Fortune Plaza, Thakayta Town-
ship, Yangon yesterday morning.

First, a video about award 
winning young entrepreneurs 
of MYEA was screened. MYEA 
youths then entertained by sing-
ing the MYEA Theme Song and 
performed dances.

In her opening address at 
the event, State Counsellor Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi said the event 
was the 4th Myanmar Entrepre-
neurship Summit and recalled 

attending the past three events 
every year. This was to show her 
faith in the capability of youths 
and to encourage them.

During the event last year 
in Nay Pyi Taw, she recalled 
about youths cooperating and 
participating in the process of 
making the country secure and 
economically strong. She had 
urged that this should be done 
based on developing technology 
in addition to retaining tradition-
al values and practices. Youths 
had more innovative thoughts, 
creativity and physical strength 
than senior citizens. The past 
values were not to be forgotten. 
She urged that the good and best 

of traditions, cultures and prac-
tices were to be maintained.

She said that during the pe-
riod when the incumbent gov-
ernment took up the responsi-
bility of governance, the aim was 
to set up an economic policy that 
would create a new generation of 
youths with all round capability.

It was important for youth 
who would become the future 
leaders of the country to become 
more and more outstanding in 
overcoming challenges. Youth 
leaders must place emphasis on 
cooperation. Nowadays all want 
to be leaders. This has been said 
repeatedly. 

SEE PAGE-3
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I f one asks you what is the value of Myanmar, Myanmar fine arts are what one should point out. It is true that Myanmar citizens should keep up with the advancement in the 21st century, at the same time, it does not mean that we should be oblivious to the identity of Myanmar. Myanmar Arts “ Panbe (blacksmith), Pantain ( Gold and Silver Smith), Pantin (Bronze Casting), Pantaut( Stucco relief), Panyan (masonry), Panbu( Woodcarving), Pantamault ( Stone Carving), Panpoot (turnery), Panchi ( Art of Painting), Panyun ( Lac-querware)  are to Myanmar ancestors’ credit since they have been flourished through the dynasties. In Pyu era, the excavated ossuary, the statue, the sculpture, Baw baw Kyi pagoda are the evidences of the existences of these arts. Then, with the prominence of Buddhism in the reign of King Anawyahtar and Kyansitthar, when the Bagan architects initiated to build the pagodas, temples, fane and many-tiered, Myanmar’s traditional arts had expanded. The art of blacksmith (Panbe) is the tempering of iron in the furnace to make the items like scissors, hammer, knife, hatchet, mattock and the weapons like sword, armour, etc. The art of gold and silver smith ( Pantain) is making items of gold and silver. Gold wares are the accessories like ear-drops, necklace, finger-ring, ear-ring, bracelet and silverware are drinking bowls, receptacle bowls, shield and belt. 
In every golden pagoda, there have the bells which are put to mark and share the donor’s good deeds. There, a large gong, small triangular brass gong are the items of the art of Pantin. The reason why  Bagan stands out magnificently as a tourist attraction is due to the Bagan artisans’ floral designs like the creation of curled leaves and the marvelous statues of lion and dragon which are designed with stucco. This is how the art Pantaut( Stucco Relief) is a credit to Myanmar. The art of Panyan is constructing the buildings using bricks, cement. It is undeniable that Myanmar wood sculptures, stone sculptures, which are the art of Panbu are famous and exquisite. Pantamault is the art of creating Bud-dha images and other items like mortar, pestle. Panpoot ( Turnery) is the art of creating the intricate and de-tailed shapes from wood, thus it produces the well-shaped contain-ers, tables, and chairs. Bagan’s Panyun art can definitely draw the foreigners’ attention as the betel box, the bowls to offer the monks, the trays, the cups, which are painted with the intricate figures are exquisite. 

Let these Myanmar Arts sustain as a great pride and honour of Myanmar.  

Pull-out supplement
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Joint Committee on Amending 2008 
Constitution holds meeting 57/2019

MEETING 57/2019 of the Joint 
Committee on Amending the 
2008 Constitution was held at Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw Building D in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday morning.

The meeting was attended 
by Chairman of the Joint Com-
mittee Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 

Deputy Speaker Pyithu Hluttaw 
Deputy Speaker U Tun Aung 
@ U Tun Tun Hein, Deputy 
Chairman of the Joint Commit-
tee Amyotha Hluttaw Deputy 
Speaker U Aye Tha Aung, Joint 
Committee secretary Dr Myat 
Nyana Soe, joint secretary U 

Htay Win Aung @ U Pyone 
Cho and members who were 
representatives from political 
parties and Tatmadaw Hluttaw 
representatives and officials 
from Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Of-
fice.—MNA      

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Union Minister for Defence Lt-Gen Sein Win and party left Yangon 
by air yesterday afternoon to attend ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting Retreat (ADMM Retreat), 6th ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 
Meeting-Plus (6th ADMM-Plus) meeting and related meetings in 
Thailand.—MNA      

Union Minister for Defence 
to attend ADMM Retreat, 
6th ADMM-Plus in Thailand

VICE President U Henry Van 
Thio who was in Kachin State, 
Myitkyna, left for Yangon yes-
terday afternoon and was seen 
off at Myitkyina Airport by State 
Chief Minister Dr Khet Aung, 
State Hluttaw Speaker U Tun 
Tin, State Chief Justice U Tu Jar, 
State Advocate-general, audi-
tor-general, ministers, Hluttaw 
representatives, ethnic cultural 
groups, Ethnic Kachin Entre-
preneurs Association members, 
local people and officials.

In Yangon, National Tour-
ism Development Central Com-
mittee Chairman Vice President 
U Henry Van Thio met with the 
Center for Tourism Develop-
ment officials at Hospitality 
Service School meeting hall.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Union Minister U Ohn 
Maung, Deputy Minister U Tin 
Myint, U Aung Htoo and U Tin 
Lat, Permanent Secretary U 
Aung Naing Oo and officials.

At the meeting, the Vice 
President was explained about 
the Hospitality Service School by 
officials and the Union Minister 
and Deputy Ministers provided 
additional explanations.

With regards to the ex-
planations, the Vice President 
made a remark about the need 
to manage the tour regions 
and maintain the natural en-
vironment. People were to be 

informed about increasing main-
tenance and cleanliness of the 
tour region and officials to study 
tourism management of other 
countries where tourism works 
were developed. Various means 

were to be used for promoting 
the tour regions in the country, 
said the Vice President.

From there the Vice Presi-
dent went to the Tourism School 
on Mahabandoola Street and 

met with officials.
At the meeting Ministry of 

Hotels and Tourism Deputy Di-
rector General U Myint Htwe 
explained about the school and 
the Union Minister and Deputy 
Ministers provided additional 
explanations.

The Vice President stressed 
the need to prepare for system-
atic management when tourist 
arrivals increase and then in-
spected the school.

When the Hotels and Tour-
ism Ministry was established 
in 1992, Tourism School was 
opened mainly to conduct tour 
guide (basic) courses. At the 
present, with the support and as-
sistance of international partner 
organization Luxembourg De-
velopment Cooperation Agency 
(Lux Dev), Hospitality Service 
School and Tourism School were 
transformed into the Center for 
Tourism Development (CTD). 
The schools have been con-
ducting courses including tour 
guide, bedroom maintenance, 
housekeeping, hospitality, food 
and beverage, etc. — MNA      

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Vice President U Henry Van Thio inspects 
Hospitality Service, Tourism School in Yangon

Special Envoy of the Secretary-General for Myanmar, Ms. 
Christine SchranerBurgener, and her team met with Chief 
Coordinator of Union Enterprise for Humanitarian Assistance, 
Resettlement and Development in Rakhine (UEHRD), Prof. 
Dr. Aung Tun Thet, and Chief Operating Officer of UEHRD, 
U Nyi Nyein Aye, at the UEHRD Office on Shwe Li Road, 
Yangon, yesterday.

During the meeting, they discussed the work of UEHRD in 
Rakhine and exchanged views on the provision of humanitarian 
assistance and resettlement efforts and cooperation with the 
international community.--- MNA

Special Envoy of the Secretary-General 
for Myanmar meets with Union 

Enterprise for Humanitarian Assistance, 
Resettlement and Development in 

Rakhine (UEHRD)

Vice President U Henry Van Thio visits the Hospitality Service and Tourism School in Yangon yesterday.    
PHOTO: MNA

  PHOTO: MNA

YANGON Book Street with 
about 70 book stalls has seen 
rising sales at the weekend 

when talks related with liter-
ary are held at the Information 
Ministry’s Shwe U Daung Hall 

near the bookstreet.
 “The Saturday-Sunday 

Book Street” with some 68 book 
stalls selling books on Theinbyu 
Road in Botahtaung Township 
is crowded with visitors every 
weekend.

With the assistance of the 
Ministry of Information, Yangon 
Region Government and Yan-
gon City Development Commit-
tee, the Weekend Book Street 
and sales program has been 
held since 2017.—MNA

(Translated by KZL)

Yangon Book Street sees rising sales
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State Counsellor addresses 4th Myanmar Entrepreneurship …

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meets with youths from the Myanmar Young Entrepreneurs 
Association yesterday.   PHOTO: MNA

FROM PAGE-1

If all wanted to lead who 
would be followers? All need to 
cooperate and march forward 
hand in hand. This was more 
important than wanting to be 
a leader.

This was why the youth af-
fairs policy was established in 
November 2017 where the aims 
include youth development pro-
grams to be included in the coun-
try’s policy and strategic plans 
and to enable the emergence of 
youths who can connect and be 
on par internationally.

Our government had full 
faith in the power of the coun-
try’s youth. From the govern-
ment side all round support 
from setting up policy to actual 
implementation were being pro-
vided. Works were done to ease 
the works of SMEs while efforts 
were made to smoothen and 
ease the entire business sector.

That was why Myanmar was 
the top 20 progressing countries 
in World Bank’s Ease of Doing 
Business Index for 2020. Further-
more, when the present govern-
ment took over in 2016 Myanmar 
was ranked 160 in ease of start-
ing a business and that had risen 
significantly to the present rank 
of 70. Among ASEAN countries, 
Myanmar ranked fourth in ease 
of starting a business. But Myan-
mar still had much to do.

The country not only had 
economic policy set by the State 
but also had drawn up the My-
anmar Sustainable Development 
Plan (MSDP) for reforming 
political, economic, social and 
natural environment according 
to sustainable development pro-
grams established by the United 
Nations. This national plan was 
now being implemented not only 

by the public and private sector 
but also in cooperation with in-
ternational organizations pro-
viding development assistance.

Looking at the day’s event 
held with the theme “Entrepre-
neurship 4.0 – Adapting Busi-
nesses for the 21st Century,” 
the aim was preparing for 21st 
century challenges faced by the 
entire business sector includ-
ing the new generation youths. 
Discussion programs include a 
special and beneficial program of 
sharing experiences of not only 
successful international entre-
preneurs but also the successful 
local entrepreneurs.

It was a great honor that 
at the ASEAN Leaders Summit 
and ASEAN Business & In-
vestment Summit 2019 held in 
Bangkok, Thailand, Myanmar 
youths achieved ASEAN Busi-
ness Award 2019 for Digitalized 
MSME award and Startup & In-
novation Driver Entrepreneur 
Winner award. Efforts must be 
made toward achieving these 
awards as well as other awards 
in the coming years. Actually the 
best prize will be development of 
Myanmar and achieving sustain-
able peace. It was important not 
to lose sight of these.

In the day’s event, Young 
Startup Award, Young Entre-
preneurs Award, Social Enter-
prise Award, Inclusive Business 
Award and Technopreneurship 
Award will be presented by 
MYEA. The awards were to en-
courage youths to do more in 
their current works. The youths 
who achieved these awards are 
honored in advance.

Here, encouragement 
is made to those who did not 
achieve the awards. Awards 
are recognition of achieving a 
success. All have a chance to 

achieve success in life. But think 
what success in life is. Success 
is not over others. Success is 
succeeding over self. All need 
to know their weaknesses and 
place special emphasis towards 
achieving success over those 
weaknesses.

The government had full 
confidence in the capability and 
future of young entrepreneurs 
and had set a strong political 
commitment to support them.

It was cooperating to set 
up policies and work processes 
together with ASEAN countries 
towards preparing for the forth-
coming Industrial 4.0.

It was already mentioned 
that the Myanmar Sustainable 
Development Plan (MSDP) 
that would develop the entire 

socio-economic condition of the 
country has been drawn up and 
implemented.

Systematic plans and ar-
rangements were made to ease 
not only in starting business but 
to ease the entire business en-
vironment.

Young entrepreneurs are 
urged to actively cooperate and 
participate in the process of 
stabilizing and developing the 
country. U Sett Aung was jok-
ingly asked about percentage of 
women participation. In the first 
year event, it was 49 percent. 
Second year was above 50 per-
cent and was wondering whether 
it was now approaching 60 per-
cent. This was a bit worrying 
for the men. Development and 
progress need to be the same. 
Women can give a hand. Lending 
a hand differs from leading from 
the front. There would be more 
strength if they walked hand in 
hand. Friends going together 
hand in hand differ from one 
leading and another following. 
Youths, be they men or women 
need to move forward hand in 
hand in a balanced manner.

The State Counsellor said 
present and future challenges 
were to be used as opportuni-
ty and urged to work hand in 
hand with the government for 
the country’s development and 
become a force for the country.

After her speech, the State 
Counsellor took a commemo-
rative group photo with attend-
ees and inspected the exhibits 
displayed.

Next, she met and encour-
aged youths from MYEA in the 
guest hall. Afterwards the Sum-
mit continued with explanation 
on a policy between government 
and young entrepreneurs that 
should be set up, Ambassadors 
and successful local business 
persons sharing experiences, 
explanation of the country’s eco-
nomic policy and entrepreneur-
ship policy, connecting Myanmar 
young entrepreneurs and local 
business persons with foreign 
investors and customers and 
honoring of successful young 
entrepreneurs.

Exhibits of the 4th Myan-
mar Entrepreneurship Summit 
Award winners, SMEs, partner 
and sister associations were also 
displayed at the event. 

Present at the ceremony 
were Union Ministers U Kyaw 
Tint Swe, U Min Thu, U Win 
Khaing, Dr Than Myint, Dr My-
int Htwe, U Thaung Tun and U 
Kyaw Tin, State/Region Chief 
Ministers U Phyo Min Thein, U 
Hla Moe Aung and U Win Thein, 
Deputy Minister U Aung Hla Tun, 
State/Region ministers, Hluttaw 
representatives, Union of Myan-
mar Federation of Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (UM-
FCCI) officials, foreign Ambas-
sadors and diplomats, business 
partner organizations, MYEA 
officials and members, local and 
international experts, business 
persons from States/Regions 
and invited guests.— MNA      

(Translated by Zaw Min)

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi observes the booth displayed at the 4th Myanmar Entrepreneurship 
Summit 2019 organized by Myanmar Young Entrepreneurs Association in Yangon yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA
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Union Minister Thura U Aung Ko delivers the speech at the ceremony to mark the Prophet Muhammad 
Day in Yangon yesterday.  PHOTO:MNA 

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Norwegian Froland City Mayor Mr Ove Gundersesn and “Aung San Suu Kyi Park” executive committee 
chairman Salai Jhon Than Tam Nag and party pose for a documentary photo in Yangon yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor receives Froland Mayor and 
chairman of “Aung San Suu Kyi Park”

STATE Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi received Norwe-
gian Froland City Mayor Mr Ove 
Gundersesn and “Aung San Suu 
Kyi Park” executive committee 
chairman Salai Jhon Than Tam 

Nag and party at No. 54, Univer-
sity Avenue, Bahan Township, 
Yangon yesterday afternoon.

During the call, the Froland 
City Mayor and park executive 
committee chairman explained 

about the expansion and recon-
struction of the park and the 
State Counsellor expressed her 
appreciation.

Next, the State Counsellor, 
Froland City Mayor and park 

executive committee chairman 
exchanged gifts and executive 
committee chairman present-
ed the State Counsellor with a 
park history book. Afterwards 
the State Counsellor and the 

party led by the Froland City 
Mayor and park executive com-
mittee chairman planted a My-
anmar-Norway Friendship Tree 
in the compound.

In honor of Nobel Laure-
ate State Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi, “Aung San Suu Kyi 
Park” was established in Nor-
way, Froland City. The park was 
opened in 2016 by former Norwe-
gian Prime Minister Kjell Magne 
Bondevik.

The initial idea was for No-
bel Laureate State Counsellor 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to plant 
a special tree from Myanmar in 
the peace park as a symbol of hu-
man unity. Some locals proposed 
this idea to the Froland City may-
or. In April 2016, the municipal 
board allocated a site in Froland 
Verk Grand Garden to construct 
Aung San Suu Kyi Peace Park.

Local people volunteered la-
bour for Aung San Suu Kyi Park 
also called Peace Park that was 
officially opened on 19 June 2016. 
A bronze bust of Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi sculpted by a famous 
Norwegian sculptor was put up 
in the park and a special statue of 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi made by 
a Myanmar handcrafter U Nge 
Zaw was also unveiled on the 
opening day of the park. — MNA

(Translated by Zaw Min)

ORGANIZED by Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Association, the Prophet 
Muhammad Day was held in 
Yangon yesterday.

At the event held at M3 
Food Centre, U Maung Maung 
Khin of Ahmadiyya Muslim As-
sociation recited the Quran and 
U Zarni Min Aung and group 
song religious song praising 
Prophet Muhammad.

Afterwards, Union Minister 
for Religious Affairs and Culture 
Thura U Aung Ko delivered an 
address.

 U Tin Maung Latt of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Association 
gave talks on peace of human so-
ciety and Prophet Muhammad.

Next, Saya U Hsan Min 
Naing of Hindu faith, Vanava-
si Forest Monastery Sayadaw 

Bhaddanta Sumana, Rev Dr 
Aye Min and Vice Chairman of 
Bahai faith Saya U Shwe Thi ex-
pressed their views on Prophet 
Muhammad.

The event came to an end 
with talks on human rights and 
fairness by U Hla Mying of Ah-
maddya Muslim Association. 
— MNA

(Translated by KZL)

JOINTLY conducted by ASE-
AN Quality Assurance Net-
work-AQAN of the Ministry of 
Education and Deutsche Ge-
sellschaft fur Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit-GIZ of the 
Government of Germany, 10th Re-
gional Dialogue on TVET with the 
theme “Advancing the quality of 
TVET in ASEAN-the Practice of 
quality development and quality 

assurance” in Yangon from 14 to 
15 November.

The two-day discussion at-
tracted officials of the Ministry 
of Education, senior officials 
responsible for education and 
labour from ASEAN nations, del-
egates from private institutions 
and officials.—Yi Yi Myint

(Translated by KZL)

10th dialogue on TVET 
held in Yangon

The 10th dialogue on TVET being held in Yangon n 15 November.   
PHOTO: ZAW MIN LATT

Prophet Muhammad Day held in Yangon
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Myanmar-Bangladesh border trade 
increases in 2019-2020 FY
BORDER trade between Myan-
mar and Bangladesh reached 
US$ 3.8 million as of 1 Novem-
ber in the 2019-2020 fiscal year, 
according to a report released by 
the Ministry of Commerce.

Border trade during the 
period increased by $2.3 million, 
compared with the same period 
last year, when the total bilateral 
border trade was only $1.5 million.

The country’s exports to 
Bangladesh totaled $3.8 million, 

while its imports were $0.03 mil-
lion during the period.

Usually, Myanmar’s exports 
exceed imports in bilateral trade 
with Bangladesh, conducted by 
sea or land. In bilateral bor-
der trade, goods move mainly 
through the Sittway and Maung-
taw trade stations. 

The products traded be-
tween the two countries include 
bamboo, ginger, peanuts, saltwa-
ter prawns and fish, dried plums, 

garlic, rice, mung beans, blan-
kets, candy, plum jams, footwear, 
frozen foods, chemicals, leather, 
jute products, tobacco, plastics, 
wood, knitwear, and beverages.

  Meanwhile, Myanmar’s bor-
der trade with four neighboring 
countries, China, India, Thailand 
and Bangladesh, totalled $881 
million, shared by $613 million 
in exports and $268 million in 
imports.—Zwe (Translated by 
Hay Mar)

THE Singapore Association 
of Myanmar (SAM) and the 
Singapore Institute of Inter-
national Affairs (SIIA) hosted 
the Myanmar- Singapore Busi-
ness Summit 2019 at Novotel 
Yangon on 14 November to dis-
cuss investment and business 
opportunities in Myanmar.

 Those at the summit dis-
cussed how the Singapore busi-
ness community can deepen its 
partnerships with Myanmar and 
encourage investment in the  
country. 

Following the series of 
policy reforms and initiatives 
introduced by the Myanmar 
Government to attract in-
vestments in recent years, 
the Summit was organised to 
provide business leaders with 
insights into Myanmar’s eco-
nomic outlook, global business  
trends, and funding avenues 
for Singapore-Myanmar part-
nerships.

The Summit featured pan-
el sessions on topics, including 
Global Trends and Perspectives 
for Myanmar, Funding Avenues 
for Singapore-Myanmar Part-
nerships, and Insights from 

Singapore, Inc. in Myanmar.
As of February 2019, Sin-

gapore is Myanmar’s largest 
source of foreign investment. 
The city-state has invested 
more than USD 22 billion, 
nearly 30 percent of total for-
eign investment in Myanmar, 
according to August 2019 data 
from Myanmar’s Directorate 
of Investment and Company 
Administration (DICA). 

Also, notes the the Minis-
try of Investment and Foreign 
Economic Relations, Singapore 
has been Myanmar’s main 
source of foreign investment in  
2019.

In September 2019, My-
anmar and Singapore signed 
an agreement to promote and 
protect investment between 
the two countries, paving the 
way to boost trade relations. 
According to the agreement, 
both governments pledged to 
assist investors to ensure that 
the process for transferring as-
sets to their home countries 
remains trouble-free, and to 
settle disputes in accordance 
with international rules and 
regulations.—GNLM

From 2016-2017 fiscal year to 
2018-2019 fiscal year (FY), near-
ly 7,300 employees’ flats were 
constructed in Nay Pyi Taw, 
Mandalay and Yangon Regions, 
according to the Ministry of Con-
struction.

 The employees’ flats were 
constructed mostly in Mandalay 
region. The employee housing 
projects were implemented_158 

buildings with 2,276 rooms 
in 2016-2017 FY, 159 buildings 
with 2,534 rooms in 2017-2018 
FY and 159 buildings with 2,482 
rooms in 2018-2019 FY. A total of 
476 buildings with 7,292 rooms 
were constructed within three  
years.

The Urban and Housing De-
velopment Department under 
the Ministry of Construction is 

constructing the employees’ 
housing estate in Nay Pyi Taw, 
Mandalay and Yangons, spend-
ing the Union Fund. The depart-
ment has also been constructing 
the employees’ housing estate 
with spending of Regional and 
States’ Fund since 2013-2014 FY. 

Within three years, the de-
partment constructed 520 flats in 
Kachin State, 318 flats in Kayah 

State, 150 flats in Kayin State, 
162 flats in Chin State, 1,262 flats 
in Sagaing region, 252 flats in 
Taninthayi region, 672 flats in 
Bago region, 552 flats in Magway 
region, 1,530 flats in Mandalay 
region, 252 flats in Mon State, 
666 flats in Rakhine State, 732 
flats in Shan State and 224 flats 
in Ayeyawady region. 

The department construct-

ed the apartments in Nay Pyi 
Taw, Mandalay and Yangon 
regions in order to enable the 
purchase of those flats by the 
low-income earning people in-
cluding civil staff. Moreover, the 
department is selling these flats 
with a long term installment pay-
ment system.—Aye Cho 

(Translated by Hay Mar)

Nearly 7,300 employees’ flats constructed in Nay Pyi Taw, Mandalay, Yangon within three years

Singapore continues to stand 
with Myanmar to support 
country’s economic development

THE Myanmar Investment Com-
mission (MIC) approved eight 
projects yesterday totalling US$ 
165.853 million and Kyat 99,543.358 
million, which will create 1,739 
job opportunities for Myanmar 
citizens.

The projects are in the man-
ufacturing, real estate, service, 
livestock and fishery sectors. The 
decision to approve the projects 
came at the meeting of the MIC 
in Yangon yesterday, chaired by 

MIC Chairman U Thaung Tun 
and attended by nine members.

By the end of October, the 
countries with the largest invest-
ment in Myanmar were Singa-
pore, People’s Republic of China 
and Thailand.

The top sector is Oil & Gas, 
which accounted for 27.29%, fol-
lowed by the Power sector at 
25.77%, and manufacturing sector 
at 14.04% of the total permitted 
foreign investment.—GNLM

MIC okays eight investment 
projects with over 1,700 job 
opportunities

Myanmar’s border trade with Bangladesh conduct mainly through the Sittway and Maungtaw trade 
stations.   PHOTO: AUNG YE THWIN

The Myanmar Investment Commission approve eight projects yesterday which will create 1,739 job 
opportunities for Myanmar citizens.  PHOTO:MNA
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PADDY yields are likely to de-
cline this year because of tor-
rential rains in Dala Township, 
Yangon Region, said officials.

Some paddy fields, which 
are almost ready to harvest, 
were destroyed by earlier rains 
which flooded them.

 “Some paddy fields in Dala 
Township are ready to harvest, 
while others have already yield-
ed their crops. We found some 
paddy fields inundated with rain 
water, and some have been dam-
aged by water,” said U Than Htut 
Aung, a local grower from Htoo 
Gyi Village.

“With water overwhelming 
paddy fields, we built drainage 
for the water to flow out, so that 
the paddies suffered less dam-
age,” he added.

“This year, paddy produc-
tion is likely to decline, as now 
is the time for paddy yields. Al-

though we have built drainages, 
there will still be some mud in 
the paddy fields. There is also 
no space to store the harvested 

paddy. The price of paddy is only 
Ks 500,000 per 100 baskets, so we 
cannot make profits,” he added.

Paddy plantations can grow 

a maximum of 80 baskets per 
acre in Dala Township. One bas-
ket weighs 46 lbs.—Mg Yin Oo 
(Dala) (Translated by Hay Mar)

Paddy yields might decline after torrential rains in Dala

SHWEPYITHA housing pro-
ject, which is located at No. 19 
Wingabar Ward, is 60 per cent 
completed and the houses are 
to become available by the end 
of December, according to the 
Pawt May Eain Social Develop-
ment Association. 

“The project is expected to 
finish soon. In the First Phase, 
a total of 264 houses are being 
constructed in Shwepyitha. So 
far, 60 per cent have been com-
pleted.  Houses are 12x25 wide 
and 14x25 wide. Upon comple-
tion of the project in Shwepyi-
tha, we will build new housing 
projects in South Dagon and 
North Dagon,” said Daw Ban 
Li Zar Aung, founder of Pawt 
May Eain Social Development 
Association (Insein).

Community Housing pro-
jects are being built in Hal-
ingtharyar, Shwepyitha, Dagon 
(South, North and East) and Da-

gon Seikkan townships.  About 
10,000 houses will be built in 
each township. The construc-
tion inputs will also be provided 
for those housing projects.

 For implementation of 
the housing projects, Pawt 
May Eain Social Development 
Association has surveyed the 
population lists, including those 
who live in the squatters and 

dormitories.
 “We are trying to finish 

these projects in December. We 
have only 13 days left,” said an 
official in charge of the Shwepy-
itha construction site.

“The association has per-
formed surveys for the housing 
project. We are also listed in 
their survey. We attended their 
meeting, where they explained 

in detail about their project. We 
have to borrow Ks 3 million from 
them. After that, we will be giv-
en back Ks 76500 per month, 
including capital and interest 
for 70 months. This time, we are 
going to have our own houses,” 
said a local woman, who is listed 
among the 246 people.—Shwe 
Myint Oo (Shwepyitha) (Trans-
lated by Hay Mar)

Shwepyitha housing project houses to be available in December

Paddy yields are likely to decline this year because of torrential rains in Dala.  PHOTO: MG YIN OO (DALA) 

A French man dies in a car-motorcycle crash at the Gway Pin Taw Village, 
Myinmu Township on 16 November.  PHOTO: LU AUNG (KATHA)

A French man died on Saturday 
in a car-motorcycle crash at the 
Gway Pin Taw Village in Myin-
mu Township, Sagaing Region, 
Myinmu Myoma Police station 
confirmed.

The French man, iden-
tified as Mr Duvernay Roger 
Francois, 76, from Lyon City 
in France, was riding motor-
cycles together with three oth-
er French citizens en route to 
Monywa from Sagaing before 
the motorcycle he rode was 
rammed by a white Kluger car 

coming from the opposite side of 
the road that tried to overtake.

He was killed on the spot 
and his dead body was trans-
ported to the Mandalay Gen-
eral Hospital via the Myinmu 
Hospital.

The driver of the car was 
identified as Kyaw Ye Aung from 
Thalae Par Village, Ayadaw 
Township. Police arrested the 
driver and filed a case against 
him for his reckless driving.—
Lu Aung (Katha)  (Translated 
by Kyaw Zin Tun)

French man killed in car-motorcycle crash in Myinmu

Shwepyitha housing project in Yangon is 60 per cent completed and the houses are to become available 
by the end of December.  PHOTO: SHWE MYINT OO (SHWEPYITHA)
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UNION Minister for Information 
Dr Pe Myint attended the Myan-
mar 100 Handover Ceremony at 
the Film Development Centre in 
Bahan Township, Yangon, yes-
terday morning, and accepted 
a digitized copy of the Hmone 
Shwe Yi movie, along with a sce-
nic documentary about Yangon.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by the Italian and Australian 
ambassadors to Myanmar, the 
charge d’affaire of the Embassy 
of France in Myanmar, Memory 
Cinema members, departmental 
officials, Film Development Cen-
tre members, Myanmar Motion 
Picture Organization Patrons, 
Chairman and members, movie 
and television producers, Save 
Myanmar Film members, mov-
ie enthusiasts and news media 
personnel.

Patron of Myanmar Memory 
Cinema Movie Festival Academy 
Daw Swe Zin Htike explained 
about transferring Myanmar 
motion picture heritage movies 
to mark the centennial of Myan-
mar’s motion picture.

This was followed by Mrs 
S’everine Wemaere of Memory 
Cinema Group, who said that 
France, Switzerland and Ger-
many jointly digitized the movie 
“Mya Ganaing” in 2016, while 
France and Singapore digitized 
“Pyo Chit Lin” in 2017 and hand-
ed them over to Myanmar in 2018.

In 2018, France, Italy and 
Germany jointly digitized 
“Hmone Shwe Yi”, which was 
delivered to Myanmar yesterday.

U Okka of the Save Myan-
mar Film Group reviewed the 
collecting and maintenance of 
Myanmar’s cultural heritage 
movies and documentaries.

Afterwards, Union Minister 
Dr Pe Myint said Memory Cine-
ma Group’s sponsoring the Mem-
ory Film Festival was ensuring 
the restoration of Myanmar’s 
heritage films, and preventing 
them from disappearing.

He also disclosed that Japan 
has restored the Japan Yin Thwe 
(Japanese Offspring) film and 
planned to deliver the digitized 
movie to Myanmar.

The Union minister also not-
ed that the Korea Film Council 
was planning to digitize the “Pay-
inyaung” Myanmar film, adding 
that restored Myanmar films and 
films digitized by international 
partners will be screened at the 
Centenary of Myanmar Movies 
celebration.

He also stressed the need 
to restore documentary films, 
which are as valuable and inter-
esting as feature movies.

The Union Minister invited 
international communities to 
help develop Myanmar’s film 
sector by cooperating with the 
Myanmar Film Development 

France, Italy, Germany hand over Myanmar digitized film, documentary to MoI

Religion for Peace-Myanmar 
(RfP-M) organized an event to 
mark the International Day of 
Tolerance at the Hilton Manda-
lay Hotel in Mandalay yesterday.

At the event, Archbishop of 
Mandalay Marco Tin Win made 
a greeting remark, and followed 
by the speeches of Deputy Min-
ister for Religious Affairs and 

Culture U Kyi Min, President of 
Religion for Peace-Myanmar U 
Myint Swe and RfP Internation-
al Honorable President Bishop 
Gunnar Stalsett.

Afterwards, Buddhim, 
Christian, Hindu, Islamic and 
Bahabi religious leaders spread 
loving-kindness and recited 
prayers. Officials from different 

religions then read the Declara-
tion of Principles on Tolerance.

The International Day for 
Tolerance was annually ob-
served since 16 November1995 
to generate public awareness 
of the dangers of intolerance. —
Tin Maung/Min Htet Aung (Man 
Sub-printing house) (Translated 
by Kyaw Zin Tun)

Centre of the Information and 
Public Relations Department un-
der the Ministry of Information.

Afterwards, the Italian Am-
bassador and the deputy chief 
of mission of the Embassy of 
France explained the process 
of digitizing the Hmone Shwe Yi 
film, as well as the preservation 
of historic films and documenta-
ries in their countries.

They also expressed their 
willingness to find and digitize 
other ancient Myanmar films in 
their countries, and to help in the 
restoration and preservation of 

ancient films in Myanmar.
Afterwards, the Italian Am-

bassador and the deputy chief 
of mission of France handed 
over the digitized Home Shwe 
Yi film to the Union Minister. 
Also, the Australian Ambassador 
presented a documentary film 
of scenes of Yangon, as well as 
cutting down trees, while using 
elephants in Myanmar.

Hmone Shwe Yi Film was 
shot in 1970 and directed by Win 
Oo. Win Oo, Aung Lwin and Khin 
Than Nu acted in the movie. It 
won the Best Movie Award and 

Win Oo also received the Best 
Actor Award.

The Hmone Shwe Yi film has 
been stored in the Ministry’s ar-
chive.

The Memory Cinema Group 
also digitized the Mya Ga Naing 
film shot in 1934 and Pyo Chit 
Lin film shot in 1950, and hand-
ed them over to the Ministry of 
Information.

Mya Ga Naing Film was 
listed by UNESCO as a docu-
mentary of the country’s her-
itage.—MNA  (Translated by 
Kyaw Zin Lin)

International Day of Tolerance 
observed in Mandalay

The International Day of Tolerance being convened in Mandalay yesterday.   
PHOTO: TIN MAUNG/MIN HTET AUNG (MAN SUB-PRINTING HOUSE)

Union Minister Dr Pe Myint delivers the speech at the Myanmar 100 Handover Ceremony at the Film 
Development Centre in Yangon yesterday.  PHOTO: MNA

WASHINGTON (United States) 
— NASA “overpaid” Boeing by 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
on a fixed contract to develop a 
spaceship to carry astronauts 
to the International Space Sta-
tion (ISS), an audit report has 
said, compensation it called 
“unnecessary.” The US has re-
lied on Russia to transport its 
crews to the ISS since the end 
of the Space Shuttle program 
in 2011, but has hired Boeing 
and SpaceX under multi-billion 
dollar contracts, with the two 
companies already two years 
behind schedule. “We found 
that NASA agreed to pay an 
additional $287.2 million above 
Boeing’s fixed prices to mitigate 
a perceived 18-month gap in ISS 
flights anticipated in 2019,” the 
inspector general’s report is-
sued Thursday said.

“We question $187 million of 
these price increases as unnec-
essary costs,” it added.

The auditors determined 
the amount of additional spend-

ing was not required because 
the risk of such a gap occurring 
was minimal, and SpaceX was 
not provided an opportunity to 
propose a solution “even though 
the company previously offered 
shorter production lead times 
than Boeing.”

What’s more, NASA failed 
to consider in their analysis that 
they could overcome any per-
ceived gap by purchasing more 
seats either directly from Russia 
or from Boeing.

In fact, five days after 
NASA committed to paying the 
$287.2 million, Boeing proposed 
to sell NASA five seats on the 
Russian spacecraft Soyuz dur-
ing the same mission period, a 
sale completed for an additional 
$373.5 million, the report found.

But the report’s authors 
added: “We acknowledge the 
benefit of hindsight and appreci-
ate the pressures faced by NASA 
managers at the time to keep 
the program on schedule to the 
extent possible.”—AFP

NASA overpaid Boeing by hundreds 
of millions of dollars: auditor
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Bangladesh’s 
lack of 
cooperation, as 
well as criticizing 
Myanmar’s 
sincere and 
strenuous 
efforts, seems to 
be prolonging 
the issue.

Rakhine issue 
cannot be solved 
by pressuring 
Myanmar

Call  Thin Thin May, 09251022355,09974424848

In fact, unity is constructive efforts 
which require wisdom, courage 
and perseverance. The wisdom 

is the quality of knowledge of 
reuniting differing views, and 

the courage is the strong will of 
accepting ideas and new practices.

Diversity is an opportunity for unity 
By Dr.Myat Moe 

By Arakan Sein

* 	 Perpetuation and strengthening of the Union spirit

*	 Building the peace of the Union through mutual trust

*	 Building a federal democratic nation

* 	 Promoting all-round development of the Union through 

collective strength of all national races

Objectives of the  
99th National Victory Day

T
ODAY, many persons in 
charge are poorly pre-
pared to manage diver-
sity issues. We grew up 

in different religions, languages, 
education, socioeconomic status, 
work background, tradition and 
culture which are great challeng-
es when we are working with such 
diverse people. 

For all those who play a part 
in a very difficult negotiating pro-
cess, growing the wisdom to bring 
together with differing views for 
the common interest of the people 
is very important. We need to have 
the courage to accept dissimi-
lar ideas and practices because 
of very dynamic socio-cultural 
changes and conflicting societies. 
It is a reality.

Diversity affects manage-
ment and unity of an organiza-
tion. Classification of diversity is 
off limits, which can be similar 
or dissimilar from one another. 
Most of the people know Diver-
sity is just gender and ethnicity. 
Actually, diversity is more than 
just two; it can also include age, 
income, marital status, person-
ality, parental status, religious 
beliefs, educational background, 
work service, geographical loca-
tion, learning styles and any other 

different identities. In a global 
market, many companies and 
government organizations have 
robust cultures and management 
for workplace diversity which are 
becoming a business necessity to 
build effective working relation-
ship and diversity values among 
diverse individuals by combining 
similarities. We are not able to 
achieve particular desires and 
objectives in certain situations in 
various cultures. In today many 
workplaces, you will see multi-
cultural admixture of work force 
from different cultures, ethnici-
ties, lifestyles and backgrounds, 
and likewise our diversity in 
peace and unity in our country. It 
was expressed in many research 
studies that replications of some 
foremost management principles 
and theories failed due to valued 
cultural setting of minorities es-
pecially in the areas of leadership 
and decision making, welfare dis-
tribution and pattern of training. 

Diversity consists of both dif-
ferences and similarities and is 
a fact of life when we talk about 
an issue, neither one should be 
ignored because of varieties of 
things, people, feelings, ideas. 
It is a fundamental concern. In 
diversity management, All-in-

clusiveness is very important for 
unity especially for those who are 
falling out from the group such as 
women, children, minorities, and 
disabled persons. Recognition of 
their representation, quota and 
affirmative action is the reason 
of an opportunity for diversity. 

By contrasts, there may be some 
people having different opinions 
from the majority. As concerned, 
the majority cannot accept such 
dissimilar things which are also 
mistakes anonymously. From the 
majority site, they need to create 
a safe space to hear the unspeci-
fied voices of the minorities. This 
type of management makes good 
results and prevents the unneces-

sary consequences of the group. 
In a diverse organization, 

creating multicultural network 
groups strongly support the pow-
er of diversity in this organization 
and can provide a broader and 
deeper experience and ideas for 
making problem-solving, creativi-

ty and innovation. As a result, that 
value encourages the minority 
members to reduce their social 
isolation, to be more efficient in 
their works leading into positive 
impact and good opportunities 
for carrier development and on 
their organization. With such sim-
ilarities and differences, we must 
consider that we all are inclusive 
and every individual contribution 

is more or less important to the 
decision making process of the 
group. 

With all those who play a part 
in peace process, we must create 
a common ground for all to work 
together for national unity by gen-
erating bigger things together. In 
fact, unity is constructive efforts 
which require wisdom, courage 
and perseverance. The wisdom is 
the quality of knowledge of reunit-
ing differing views, and the cour-
age is the strong will of accepting 
ideas and new practices. On top 
of those characters, our constant 
perseverance surely overcomes 
misunderstandings and misbelief 
among us. 

In a negotiation process, both 
diverse sides face obviously in-
tense discussions, exchange of 
views and debates to reach com-
mon agreements on issues. On 
the whole we must recognize and 
follow the principles of powerful 
negotiation. They are courtesy, 
honesty, openness, empathy, pa-
tience, flexibility, mutual under-
standing and transparency. We 
should not focus on the weakness 
of another side. We must seek to 
identify the constructive outlooks 
and conceptions which can con-
tribute to strengthen among us. 

We must listen to the speech 
of all sides carefully. Through this 
productive dialogue we can be 
able more to identify the com-
mon ground and can build trust 
and expectations. We believe that 
mutual respect among diverse 
individuals and big acknowledg-
ment of the importance of others’ 
differences foster to find easily 
similarities. Recognizing individ-
ual diverse talents and experienc-
es can make a greater variety of 
solutions to problems and build 
synergy with better attitudes and 
more efficient processes. Diversi-
ty in an organization or a group re-
flects diversity in a large society.

In conclusion, unity in diver-
sity fundamentally can be used 
as a popular slogan in my country 
as an expression of harmony and 
unity among dissimilar groups. 
If the diversity of the people can 
be applied to the peace process 
as an opportunity, it will bring 
about good performance, greater 
achievement, wealth and happi-
ness, and also social harmony, 
stability and security without ri-
ots, civil wars and fears. 

“Let us confidently exercise 
the opportunity with the strengths 
of diversity to live in unity.” Myanmar Daily Weather Report

(Issued at 7:00 pm Saturday 16th November, 2019)

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is a few cloud to partly cloudy 
over the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL AFTERNOON OF THE 17th 
November, 2019: Rain or thundershowers will be isolated in 
Taninthayi Region and Kachin State. Degree of certainty is 
(80%). Weather will be partly cloudy in Nay Pyi Taw, Upper 
Sagaing, Bago, Yangon and Ayeyarwady Regions, Shan, Chin, 
Rakhine and Kayah States and generally fair in the remaining 
Regions and States.   

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be slight to moderate in Myan-
mar waters. Wave height will be about (3–5) feet off and along 
Myanmar Coasts.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Continuation 
of likelihood of light rain or thundershowers in Kachin State.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 17th November, 2019:    Partly cloudy.

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA 
FOR 17th November, 2019:    Partly cloudy.

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 17th November, 2019:   Generally fair weather.

Myanmar adults and youths hooked on smoking, betel-chewing and drinking              

T
HIS author wrote an article 
about smoking, betel-chew-
ing and drinking on 22 August 
and again on 14 October about 

smoking and betel-chewing. After care-
ful observations for a year, I relate the 
following:

History of smoking
Smoking has been practiced in one 

form or another since ancient times; it 
dates back to as early as 5000 BC. With 
the arrival of Europeans in 16th Centu-
ry, consumption, cultivation and trading 
quickly spread.

Modernization of farming equipment 
and manufacturing increased the avail-
ability of cigarettes  following the recon-
struction era in the United States. In 
1929, Fritz Lickint of Dresden, Germany 
published formal statistical evidence of 
lung cancer-tobacco link, which subse-
quently caused a strong anti-smoking 
movement in Nazi Germany.

Smoking in Myanmar
Smoking is prohibited in most indoor 

public places, indoor workplaces and on 
public transportation. It is allowed, how-

ever, in private rooms and offices in office 
buildings, factories, places of lodging, 
public transportation terminals, trains 
and vessels and restaurants. Myanmar 
became a party to the WHO Framework 
Convention of Tobacco Control on 27 
February, 2005. Most forms of tobacco 
advertising and promotion are prohibit-
ed, especially through mass media and 
other forms of wide distribution, includ-
ing outdoor advertising. Rotating health 
warnings comprised of text and images 
are required to cover at least 75% of the 
main surfaces of the unit and outside 
packing and labeling.

History of betel-chewing
Betel-chewing originated in South-

east Asia where the tropical climate is 
conducive to growing areca nut trees and 
betel vines. Since prehistoric times, it has 
been embedded in the traditions of South-
east Asian countries including Cambodia, 
Thailand, Vietnam and Malaysia.

Although it is considered by the peo-
ple in all these countries to be of great 
value to their culture, some Westerners 
find this practice strange, unhygienic and 
ugly. Myanmar authorities have attempt-

ed to limit its consumption with several 
awareness campaigns in recent years, 
while the use of betel quid is banned 
in the government buildings, schools 
and hospitals, though these seemingly 
ineffective campaigns have had a very 
underwhelming success rate so far.

Betel-chewing the Philippines
Chewing areca nut and betel leaf 

was a widespread tradition in the past. 
Now, though, this tradition is almost dead 
among urban people in the cities and big 
towns and has largely been replaced by 
gum and tobacco.

In Thailand
Betel quid chewing has always been 

an important part of Thai culture and 
tradition. In the past, betel- chewing was 
a popular daily activity among Thais all 
over the country.

In Sri Lanka
Betel quid, a masticatory widely used 

in Sri Lanka, consists of tobacco, the nuts 
and leaves of betel plants and calcium 
hydroxide. An ethyl acetate extract of 
tobacco induced morphological trans-

formation of hamster embryo cells. The 
extract also induced sister chromatid 
exchanges in virally transformed and 
phytohaemagglutinin- stimulated human 
lymphocytes.

Drinking in Myanmar
Beer, rum and whisky are the most 

popular alcohol drinks in Myanmar and 
wine can be found in higher-end restau-
rants and hotels. Most Myanmar people, 
particularly men love a drink and are 
more happy to enjoy one in the company 
of foreign visitors. During the day and 
early evening, it is always easy to find a 
restaurant or beer station to sit down and 
have a refreshing beer or a glass of rum. 
The concept and traditions of drinking in 
Myanmar are different from other parts 
of the world, however. Nightlife does not 
exist outside large cities and some luxury 
hotels and resorts.

My observations may be right or 
wrong: I keep seeing a lot of young and 
old people hooked on some habits of 
smoking, betel-chewing and drinking 
and even ear borings on one ear or two. 
They think they are pursuing a sort of 
fashion. In this case, I would propose to 

emulate the way South Korea did some 
years ago. South Korea enforced strict 
smoking bans in all public places since 
July 2013 with fines of W 100,000 on any 
spotted smoker and up to W 5 million on 
shop owners not following the law. It is 
illegal to smoke in all bars, restaurants, 
cafes, internet cafes, government build-
ings, schools,  universities, hospitals, 
youth facilities, libraries, children play-
grounds, private academies, subway or 
train stations and their platforms and 
underground pathways, large buildings, 
theaters, department stores or shop-
ping malls, large hotels and highway rest 
areas. The strict bans came into force 
gradually beginning with a ban on places 
larger than 150 square meters in 2012, 
extended to 100 square meters in 2014, 
with a full-pledged complete nationwide 
ban on 1 January, 2015.

In conclusion, the Government will 
have to play a vital role in controlling 
bad habits of smoking, betel-chewing 
and drinking as the results will show in 
a period of some 30 years for the gener-
ations to come.

T
HE recently drafted resolution on Myanmar at the 
meeting of the Third Committee (Social, Humanitarian 
and Cultural Committee) grossly mischaracterized the 
complex issue of Rakhine.

While the Independent Commission of Enquiry-ICOE formed 
by the Myanmar Government is carrying out its investigation into 
human rights allegations in Rakhine State, international pressure 
on Myanmar has become more of a nuisance and disturbance.

ICOE is a free and in-
dependent body made up of 
trustworthy international 
personnel. The government 
has repeatedly said that 
with its sincere political 
will, ICOE is making en-
quiries into alleged human 
rights violations in Rakhine 
State, and if there were any 
violations, appropriate ac-
tion would be taken. The 
government could have 
been accused of a lack of 
accountability if no action 
had been taken when the 
report was issued.

This move reflects 
that the government is not 
turning a blind eye to the 

accusations. The Final Report from ICOE has yet to be published.
The Myanmar government is sincerely conducting the inves-

tigations and enquiries, has the capability to do so, and has taken 
full responsibility for it.

In fact, the situation in Rakhine State is neither an issue of 
religious persecution nor of driving a community out of the country. 
It is a complicated political and economic issue involving cross-bor-
der migration, poverty, a lack of the rule of law and security.

The Rakhine State issue can be resolved through bilateral 
cooperation. But there was no cooperation from Bangladesh in 
repatriating those who left. Instead, there were behind the back 
demands to take action against Myanmar or sanction Myanmar. 
This indicated that Bangladesh has considered the Rakhine issue 
to simply be business to be conducted.

 Bangladesh should not take such actions, since Myanmar has 
been living peacefully with them, side by side. Even though there 
were bilateral ministerial level meetings, there were many behind 
the back statements incorrectly made to the media. Myanmar now 
holds trilateral meetings to include China as a witness.

Whenever repatriation was planned, demonstrations occurred 
at the Cox Bazar IDP camps, where widespread killings and illicit 
drug activities are occurring. Those who wanted to return, dared 
not propose to do so, which was why 415 returned to Myanmar 
without publicly announcing their intentions.

If Bangladesh does not cooperate in the repatriation work, 
the humanitarian crisis will grow. If that occurs, it would be the 
sole responsibility of Bangladesh.

Our side was ready and prepared for the repatriation process. 
Bangladesh especially needs to abide by, and cooperate, according 
to the bilateral agreement. Without this cooperation, the problem 
will become more complicated.

Bangladesh’s lack of cooperation, as well as criticizing My-
anmar’s sincere and strenuous efforts, seems to be prolonging 
the issue.
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BRIEFIn
NEWSTrump ‘intimidating’ to ex-envoy as new call details revealed

WASHINGTON (United States)— 
A US ambassador ousted by 
Donald Trump told a riveting 
impeachment hearing Friday she 
felt intimidated by the president, 
after he launched an extraordi-
nary real-time attack midway 
through her testimony to Con-
gress.

Testifying under oath before 
a national television audience, 
Marie Yovanovitch cut a resolute 
figure as she was grilled for five 
hours on her fraught dealings 
with Trump allies she accuses of 
undermining US foreign policy 
in Ukraine.

The 33-year diplomatic vet-
eran earned a standing ovation 
from the public at the conclusion 
of her marathon testimony, during 
which spoke in personal terms 
about how she was subjected to a 
“painful” smear campaign before 
being abruptly pulled from Kiev.

Setting the scene less than 
an hour into the hearing, the 
president erupted spectacularly 
on Twitter with an attack on the 
highly-regarded former envoy.

“Everywhere Marie Yovano-
vitch went turned bad,” he wrote.

Asked what effect Trump’s 

tweet might have on her and other 
witnesses, Yovanovitch appeared 
unnerved.

“It’s very intimidating,” she 
told the panel. “I can’t speak to 
what the president is trying to 
do but I think the effect is to be 
intimidating.” On a momentous 
day on Capitol Hill, another of-
ficial provided damning closed-
door testimony to impeachment 
investigators, reportedly outlining 
how he overheard a phone call on 
which Trump asked about “inves-
tigations” he had requested from 
Ukraine into domestic political 
rivals.

Trump’s Twitter outburst 
highlighted the intensity of the 
public hearings that seek to estab-
lish whether the president abused 
the power of his office for personal 
political gain.

The impeachment hearings 
kicked off Wednesday with tes-
timony by two senior diplomats 
including the current top envoy 
to Ukraine, William Taylor.

Friday’s testimony proved 
richer in drama, with the presi-
dent leveling attacks from afar as 
Yovanovitch explained to lawmak-
ers how “dangerous” it was for US 

diplomats not to have the backing 
of their own administration.

House Intelligence Commit-
tee chairman Adam Schiff, who 
presides over the impeachment 
inquiry, hit out at “witness intim-
idation in real-time by the pres-
ident.”

Witness tampering including 
intimidation is a crime, but Schiff 
would not say whether it was an 
impeachable offense, or if Demo-
crats would make it the subject of 
an article of impeachment.

Trump defended his tweet, 
telling reporters: “I have the right 

to speak. I have freedom of speech 
just like other people do.”

The ongoing inquiry in the 
Democratic-controlled House of 
Representatives centers on accu-
sations that Trump froze US mili-
tary aid in an effort to get Ukraine 
to launch political investigations 
against potential 2020 election ri-
val Joe Biden and his son Hunter.

The investigation threatens 
to make Trump the third US pres-
ident to be impeached, although 
the Republican-controlled Sen-
ate would need to convict him to 
remove him from office.— AFP      

Former US envoy to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch testifies before the 
House Intelligence Committee as part of the impeachment inquiry into 
US President Donald Trump.  PHOTO: AFP

Twitter exempts some ‘cause-based’ 
messages from political ad ban

WASHINGTON (United States) 
— Twitter said Friday its ban on 
political ads will exempt “caused-
based” messages on topics re-
lated to social or environmental 
issues.

The San Francisco-based 
messaging platform unveiled 
details of its move to bar all paid 
political messages, starting No-
vember 22, while easing concerns 
expressed by activists for social 
causes.

“Ads that educate, raise 
awareness, and/or call for peo-

ple to take action in connection 
with civic engagement, economic 
growth, environmental steward-
ship, or social equity causes are 
allowed,” Twitter said in its new 
policy. “However, they may not 
reference prohibited political 
advertisers or political content.”

Twitter announced the polit-
ical ad ban on October 30, saying 
the move was aimed at counter-
ing the spread of misinformation 
by politicians. Chief executive 
Jack Dorsey said at the time the 
company wants to head off po-

Twitter announced it would exempt some “cause-based” 
messages from its ban on political ads, which goes into effect on 22 
November.  PHOTO: AFP

tential problems from “machine 
learning-based optimization of 
messaging and microtargeting, 
unchecked misleading informa-
tion, and deep fakes.”

Under Twitter’s new policy, 
even exempted cause-based ads 
would face restrictions on how the 
messages are targeted — adver-
tisers may use some geographic 
targeting “at the state, province 
or regional level and above,” but 
not by specific locality. These ads 
could also be targeted by “key-
word” searches on the platform or 
by “interests” previously indicat-
ed by users, but may not be based 
on political leanings or affiliations 
or other more refined techniques.

The political ban has drawn 
mixed reactions: some argue it 
puts pressure on Facebook to 
follow suit or take other steps to 
curb the spread of misinformation 
from politicians; others say a ban 
will be difficult to enforce.

Social media platforms have 
been challenged by President 
Donald Trump’s campaign and 
its use of ads that contain claims 
critics say have been debunked by 
independent fact-checkers.
— AFP      

France’s yellow 
vests seek show 
of strength for 
anniversary
PARIS (France)— French “yel-
low vest” protesters began a se-
ries of nationwide demonstrations 
on Saturday in a bid to show the 
government they can still muster 
support on the first anniversary 
of their movement.

Numbers attending the pro-
tests and levels of violence have 
sharply diminished in recent 
months from the height of the 
movement, which began on No-
vember 17 last year with a giant 
Paris protest that drew almost 
300,000 people. But the yellow 
vests want the actions on Satur-
day — their traditional day for 
protests — and also Sunday — the 
anniversary day — to show Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron they re-
main a force to be reckoned with.

“We’re here even if Macron 
doesn’t like it” demonstrators 
chanted as they arrived on the 
outskirts of Paris Saturday, with 
others singing “Happy Birthday”.

Paris police reported 24 ar-
rests by 10.50 AM (0950 GMT) 
after incidents involving police 
using teargas and demonstrators 
setting fires.— AFP      

Parents of 
missing migrants 
begin Mexico 
caravan crossing

TUXTLA GUTIÉRREZ (Mex-
ico) — A caravan made up of 
50 parents of disappeared 
Central American migrants 
departed on Friday from 
Mexico’s southern border 
for a cross-country journey 
in search of their missing 
relatives.

This is the fifteenth time 
the Mesoamerican Migra-
tion Movement (MMM), a 
non-government organiza-
tion, has set up a caravan 
to travel across Mexico in 
search of migrants who en-
tered the country and went 
missing. — AFP      

Gunman in US 
school shooting 
dies as police 
hunt motive
LOS ANGELES (United 
States) — The teenager who 
gunned down classmates 
at a California high school 
before shooting himself died 
Friday, leaving detectives 
baffled over the motive of a 
Boy Scout with no obvious 
alarm bells in his back-
ground.

Nathaniel Berhow died 
in a hospital one day after 
shooting himself in the head 
at the end of a 16th birthday 
rampage that left two fellow 
students dead. — AFP      

S&P downgrades 
protest-hit Lebanon

BEIRUT (Lebanon) — S&P 
Global Ratings Friday down-
graded Lebanon’s sovereign 
debt, saying a twin political 
and economic crisis had hit 
investor confidence and con-
strained the government’s 
funding model, which relies 
on deposit inflows.

The move to lower the 
protest-hit country’s credit 
ratings to ‘CCC/C’ from ‘B-
/B’ with a negative outlook 
came one day after S&P said 
it had downgraded three 
Lebanese banks.— AFP      
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One dead as petrol protests spread in Iran

TEHRAN (Iran) — One person 
was killed and others injured 
in protests that spread across 
Iran on Saturday after a surprise 
decision to impose petrol price 
hikes and rationing in the coun-
try hit by US sanctions.

The death occurred in the 
central city of Sirjan, where 
people tried to set fire to a fuel 
depot but were thwarted by se-
curity forces including police, 
the Revolutionary Guards and 
Basij militia, the semi-official 
ISNA news agency reported.

The demonstrations broke 
out on Friday, hours after it 
was announced that the price 
of petrol would be hiked by 50 
percent for the first 60 litres and 
300 percent for anything above 
that each month.

“Unfortunately someone 
was killed,” Sirjan’s acting gov-
ernor Mohammad Mahmoud-
abadi said in the report, adding 
that the cause of the death and 
whether “the individual was shot 
or not” was still unclear.

Mahmoudabadi empha-
sised that “security forces did 
not have permission to shoot 
and were only allowed to fire 
warning shots... which they did.”

It was a “calm gathering” 
that was exploited by some who 
“destroyed public property, dam-
aged fuel stations and also want-
ed to access the oil company’s 
main fuel depots and set fire to 
them,” he said.

Besides Sirjan, “scattered” 
protests were also held on Fri-
day in other cities including 
Abadan, Ahvaz, Bandar Abbas, 
Birjand, Gachsaran, Khoram-
shahr, Mahshahr, Mashhad and 
Shiraz, state news agency IRNA 
said.

But they were mostly limit-
ed to blocking traffic and were 
over by midnight, IRNA report-
ed. —AFP     

Iranian motorists fill up at a petrol station in the capital 
Tehran.  PHOTO: AFP

Inundated Venice 
braced for more 
flooding, strong winds
VENICE (Italy)— Venice was 
on red alert for more floods 
and fierce winds on Saturday 
after an exceptionally high tide 
swamped the city of canals, 
where authorities have declared 
a state of emergency.

Mayor Luigi Brugnaro 
ordered the iconic St Mark’s 
Square closed on Friday as the 
latest sea surge struck with 
strong storms and winds bat-
tering the region.

The square was open again 
on Saturday, but the city forecast 
a high water of 160 centimetres 
(over five feet) for Sunday, low-
er than Tuesday’s high of 187 
centimetres but still dangerous.

Civil protection authorities 
issued a weather “red alert” for 
the Venice region, warning of 
violent winds which can whip 
up the sea, although Saturday’s 

midday high was forecast to be 
a manageable 105 centimetres.

Churches, shops and homes 
in the city, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, have been inun-
dated by unusually intense “ac-
quaalta”, or high water, which on 
Tuesday hit their highest level in 
half a century.

“We’ve destroyed Venice, 
we’re talking about one billion 
(euros) in damage and that’s just 
from the other day, not today,” 
Brugnaro said.

The crisis has prompted the 
government to release 20 million 
euros ($22 million) in funds to 
tackle the devastation.

Surveying the damage, Cul-
ture Minister Dario Franceschi-
ni warned the task of repairing 
the city would be huge. More 
than 50 churches had suffered 
damage, he said. —AFP     

Israel strikes Hamas targets in Gaza after rocket fire
GAZA CITY (Palestinian Terri-
tories)— Israel targeted Hamas 
in air strikes on Gaza early Sat-
urday after rockets were fired at 
it from the Palestinian enclave, 
the army said, two days after a 
fragile ceasefire began.

Hamas, the Islamist move-
ment that has de facto control 
over the Gaza Strip, had been 
spared the brunt of Israeli bom-
bardment during this week’s 
flare-up which focused on its 
hardline ally Islamic Jihad.

A ceasefire has been in 
place since Thursday morning 
following the wave of tit-of-tat air 
strikes and rocket fire between 

Israel and Islamic Jihad — the 
territory’s second most powerful 
militant group. The army said it 
launched Saturday’s strikes after 
“two rockets were fired from the 
Gaza Strip towards Israeli terri-
tory” and were intercepted by 
air defences.

It was not immediately 
known who fired the rockets.  
Palestinian security sources said 
the Israeli strikes were aimed at 
two Hamas sites in the north of 
the territory.

“Among the sites targeted 
was a military camp of the Ha-
mas terror organisation and a 
military compound used by the 

Hamas naval forces,” a statement 
from the Israeli military said. “In 
addition an underground terror 
infrastructure was also target-
ed.” There were no reports of 
casualties.

It was the first time Hamas 
had been hit since this week’s 
escalation began with Israel’s tar-
geted killing of a top Islamic Jihad 
commander early on Tuesday.

That strike triggered almost 
immediate retaliatory rocket fire 
from Islamic Jihad, which set off 
air-raid sirens and sent Israelis 
rushing to bomb shelters in the 
country’s southern and central 
regions.—AFP     

Palestinian Islamic Jihad militants attend the funeral of a comrade in the southern Gaza Strip this 
week.  PHOTO: AFP

Bolivia interim leader threatens 
Morales with charges
LA PAZ (Bolivia)— Bolivia’s inter-
im leader Jeanine Anez said Fri-
day that exiled ex-president Evo 
Morales would have to “answer to 
justice” if he returns, as five of his 
supporters were killed in fierce 
clashes with security forces.

Morales resigned and fled 
to Mexico after losing the sup-
port of Bolivia’s security forces 
following weeks of protests over 
his disputed re-election that has 
seen 15 people killed and more 
than 400 wounded.

“He knows he has to answer 
to justice. There is electoral crime. 
There are many allegations of cor-
ruption in his government,” Anez 
told journalists in La Paz.

The former president has 
said he was willing to return 
to bring peace to Bolivia.  Five 
Morales supporters died Friday 

outside Cochabamba in central 
Bolivia, a political stronghold for 
the ex-president, as thousands of 
coca growers tried to reach the 
city to join a protest against Anez. 

But they were blocked by 
police, who stopped them from 
crossing a bridge. An AFP cor-
respondent saw the bodies at a 
hospital, though authorities did 
not report any deaths in the clash-
es, only that 100 people were de-
tained. Media reports said eight 
were wounded.

“This is a real massacre, it 
is a genocide, I deplore all these 
deaths,” Evo Morales told CNN 
from Mexico. The protesters 
carried “weapons, guns, Molotov 
cocktails, homemade bazookas 
and explosive devices,” Coch-
abamba police commander Colo-
nel Jamie Zurita said.—AFP     

Bolivian riot police and soldiers clash with supporters of Bolivia’s ex-
President Evo Morales during a protest against the interim government 
in Sacaba, Chapare province, Cochabamba department on 15 November 
2019.  PHOTO: AFP
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V KUO TAI VOY. NO. (140 N/S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V KUO TAI VOY. 
NO. (140 N/S) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 17-11-2019 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of  M.I.P where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions 
of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
M.V MCC SEOUL VOY. NO. (944S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V MCC SEOUL 
VOY. NO. (944S) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 17-11-2019 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of M.I.T.T/T.M.T where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT (S’PORE) 
PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

Clean-up begins in Hong Kong after week of 
chaos and destruction
HONG KONG (China) — 
A clean-up began across 
Hong Kong Saturday with 
pro-government groups 
removing bricks and de-
bris from roads after a 
week of widespread dis-
ruption and violence as 
pro-democracy protesters 
changed tactics to sink 
the city deeper into chaos.

T h e i r  “ B l o s s o m 
Everywhere” campaign 
of roadblocks, vandalism 
and protest across the 
semi-autonomous finan-
cial hub shut down large 
chunks of the train net-
work, forced schools and 
shopping malls to close 
and stretched police re-
sources.

The tactic blocked 
major intersections and 
highways with barricades 
made from bricks, furni-
ture, bins and steel barri-
ers, while university cam-
puses became bases for 

stockpiling petrol bombs 
and supplies.

On Saturday, hun-
dreds of government sup-
porters began knocking 
down improvised walls 
concreted into the road by 
pro-democracy protest-
ers, whose demonstra-
tions have rocked Hong 
Kong for more than five 
months.

As the afternoon wore 
on, scores of broad-shoul-
dered men with crew-cuts 
and wearing identical gym 
kits emerged from the 
barracks of the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) 
in Kowloon in ranks, swift-
ly removing bricks from 
the road and scooping up 
debris.

It was not immedi-
ately clear who the men 
were but they jogged back 
to the garrison after a 
lightning-quick organised 
clean.

Chinese soldiers from 
the Hong Kong garrison 
are rarely seen outside — 
especially on the street in 
formation — and any de-
ployment is likely to heat 
up tensions in the city.

China, which re-
gained control of Hong 
Kong from the British in 
1997, has ramped upped 
its rhetoric against the 
protesters, with Presi-
dent Xi Jinping this week 

warning the protests 
threatened the “once 
country, two systems” 
model under which it is 
governed.

Protesters accuse 
China of chipping away 
at the unique freedoms 
enjoyed by Hong Kong 
compared with the rest 
of the mainland and fear 
a military response from 
Beijing as the unrest 
deepens. —AFP     

The Cross Harbour Tunnel has been blocked since 
Tuesday.  PHOTO: AFP

Moon says sharing 
military intelligence 
with Japan “difficult”

SEOUL —  South Korean 
President Moon Jae In told 
visiting US Defense Sec-
retary Mark Esper Friday 
it is difficult for Seoul to 
share military intelligence 
with Japan, while vowing to 
make continued efforts to-
ward security cooperation 
among the three countries, 
according to the presiden-
tial office.

In their meeting at the 
office, Moon explained his 
government’s decision in 
August to not renew a mil-
itary intelligence-sharing 
pact with Japan, said pres-
idential spokeswoman Ko 
Min Jung.

The General Securi-
ty of Military Information 
Agreement, or GSOMIA, 
expires at midnight on 22 
November.

“President Moon ex-

plained our stance regard-
ing GSOMIA that it is diffi-
cult to exchange military 
information with Japan, 
which has imposed export 
curbs on South Korea for 
security reasons,” Ko said.

She said that Esper, 
in response, said that he 
would ask Japan to make 
efforts to settle the issue in 
an amicable way.

At a press conference 
earlier in the day with De-
fense Minister JeongKyeo-
ng Doo, Esper called on 
South Korea to renew the 
deal, saying its termination 
would only benefit North 
Korea and China.

The two defense chiefs 
indicated that they agreed 
on the importance of the 
agreement from the stand-
point of national security.—
Kyodo News     

Major train line in Tokyo 
partially halted for construction
TOKYO — One of the busi-
est train lines in central To-
kyo was partially shut down 
Saturday for ongoing work 
to build a new station, af-
fecting an estimated 560,000 
people.

East Japan Railway 
Co. suspended operation 
of roughly a third of the JR 
Yamanote Line, a 34.5-kilo-
meter loop with a weekly 
ridership of over 28 mil-
lion passengers, from the 
first train early Saturday 
through around 4 p.m. 

The Yamanote Line 
had never ceased operation 
for construction work since 
the operator was privatized 
in 1987.  The shutdown in-
volved 11 stations between 
Osaki and Ueno stations 
and was necessitated by the 
need to shift tracks in con-
nection with work to build 
Takanawa Gateway Station, 
set for partial opening in 
the spring of 2020, said the 
company commonly known 
as JR East.

Reduced services on 
the remaining section of the 
line had returned to normal 
by around 6 p.m.

Takanawa Gateway 
Station, under construc-
tion since February 2017, 
is the first new Yamanote 
Line station to be built 
since 1971 and will be the 

30th on the route. It is part 
of JR East’s project to build 
several high-rises in a for-
mer railyard site between 
Shinagawa and Tamachi 
stations.—Kyodo News     

Photo taken on 14 November 2019, from a Kyodo News 
helicopter shows Takanawa Gateway Station in Tokyo, East 
Japan Railway Co.’s new Yamanote loop line station under 
construction.  PHOTO: KYODO NEWS

Japanese 
cartoonist Leiji 
Matsumoto taken 
to hospital in Italy

TOKYO — Japanese car-
toonist Leiji Matsumoto 
has been taken to a hospi-
tal in the northern Italian 
city of Turin, but people 
close to him said Saturday 
he is in “stable condition.”

On Friday, Italian me-
dia reports said the 81-year-
old cartoonist was appar-
ently in serious condition 
and believed to have had 
a stroke.

The people said Mat-
sumoto was examined at 
the hospital but no severe 
symptoms were found. 
They said he will return to 
Japan after he improves.

He visited Turin to at-
tend an event to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary since 
his video animation “Space 
Pirate Captain Herlock” 
was first broadcast in Italy.

On Friday, Matsumoto 
arrived at a movie theater 
where his work “Galaxy Ex-
press 999” was scheduled to 
be screened but returned 
to his hotel after feeling ill, 
and was later taken to the 
hospital, they said. —Kyodo 
News     
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Maha Bandoola Park.    PHOTO: YE HTUT TIN (NLM) Bogyoke Aung San Market.    PHOTO: YE HTUT TIN (NLM)

  PHOTO: ZIN LIN MYINT Yoma Central project site
  PHOTO: YE HTUT TIN (NLM)

Yoma Central Project and Westin Yangon Hotel Project

Two major projects in downtown Yangon

Y
ANGON teem-
ing with industrial 
zones, hotel projects 
and housing projects 

was building up its development 
momentum. Among these pro-
jects was Yoma Central Project 
near Bogyoke Aung San Market 
that includes Westin Yangon Ho-
tel Project.

Project works start
Yoma Land and Westin 

Yangon (Marriott Internation-
al) signed an agreement on 
Westin Yangon Hotel Project 
at Sule Shangri La Hotel on 24 
October 2019 and the project 
works has commenced.

“Construction project had 
started. Efforts will be made 
to complete Westin Yangon 

Hotel on 2021, the year when 
Yoma Central Project was to be 
completed” said Yoma Land’s 
Head of Real Estate Mr. Ste-
phen Purvis. Yoma Central 
Project will be constructed 
on a 2.44 million square feet 
of floor area. Of this, Westin 
Yangon Hotel will take up a 
total of 250,000 square foot of 
floor area.

26-storey Westin Yangon 
Hotel will have 281 rooms and 
suites alongside 90 premium 
serviced apartments. The ho-
tel will be in the neighbourhood 
of Central Hotel, Sule Shangri 
La and Sakura Tower as well 
as Junction City in downtown 
or central business district of 
Yangon.

Yoma Central was de-

signed by prominent archi-
tect, Cecil Balmond OBD and 
Westin Yangon was expected 
to be the best in Yangon said 
an official from Westin Yangon 
(Marriott International) Asia 
Pacific.

Emergence of such hotels 
will support Yangon’s hotel and 

travel sectors while also fulfill-
ing world class hotel rooms for 
international travellers.

Before Yoma Land signed 
an agreement with Westin Yan-
gon (Marriott International) 
to include Westin Yangon Ho-
tel Project in Yoma Central, 
the site already included the 

September 2019, there were a 
total of 21,042 hotel rooms and 
2,014 rooms in motels and inns.

Splendid location to visit old 
Yangon and heritage sites

Yangon Heritage Trust, 
Yangon City Development 
Committee and supporting 

Peninsula Yangon, former 
headquarters of the Burma 
Railway Company that will be 
restored into a luxury hotel 
that was expected to bring a 
new level of distinctions to the 
Myanmar hospitality scene. 
Yoma Central is an integrated 
development featuring luxu-
ry residences, two Grade A 
office towers, a business ho-
tel and serviced apartments, 
all of which will be connected 
seamlessly by a retail podium.

346 hotels
	 As of end September 

2019, Yangon had 346 hotels 
with more than 20,000 rooms 
according to figures released 
by Ministry of Hotels and 
Tourism on 21 October 2019. 
In addition to this, Yangon also 
had motels and inns with more 
than 2,000 rooms. As of end 

By Zin Lin Myint

High court in downtown area of Yangon.   PHOTO: YE HTUT TIN (NLM)



1517   NOVEMBER   2019
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR DEVELOPMENT
partners honour key heritage 
sites throughout Yangon by 
installation of the commemo-
rative blue plaques.

Blue Plaques are perma-
nent signs installed in a public 
place to commemorate a link 
between that location and a 
famous person, event, or land-
mark—serving as a kind of his-
torical marker.

Blue Plaques are one of 
the most effective and visible 
means to celebrate Yangon’s 
rich history. With their direct 
appeal to the public, the in-
troduction of commemora-
tive Blue Plaques had made 
Yangon’s history accessible to 
people of all ages and back-
grounds.

To date, there were 31 
Blue Plaque buildings/sites in 
Yangon with many in down-
town Yangon.

Yoma Central with Westin 
Yangon Hotel once complet-
ed will be in the heart of Yan-
gon close to Sule Pagoda and 
Shwedagon Pagoda. Bogyoke 
Aung San Market established 
in 1926 was right beside it. 

Bogyoke Aung San Mar-
ket itself was a Blue Plaque 

building/site while other Blue 
Plaque buildings/sites within a 
comfortable walking distance 
to Yoma Central and Westin 
Yangon Hotel are the City Hall, 
the Rowe & Company Depart-
ment Store, the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church of St. John The 
Baptist, Yangon Central Fire 
Station, General Post Office, 
Lawkanat Building, Maha 
Bandoola Park, Musmeah 
Yeshua Synagogue, B.E.H.S. 
(6) Botahtaung, B.E.H.S (1) 
Dagon, High Court, B.E.H.S 
(1) Lanmadaw, Bo Aung Kyaw 
Street, and The Strand Hotel.

	 Yoma Central and 
Westin Yangon Hotel, the latest 
addition of modernity, comfort 
and convenience to Yangon will 
be right smack within histori-
cal hundred years old buildings 
and sites.    

Translated by Handytips
                   

DHL  Supply Chain scales up operations in 
Myanmar with its first multi-user warehouse
DHL Supply Chain, the glob-
al market leader for contract 
logistics solutions, has an-
nounced the opening of its 
first multi-user warehouse in 
Myanmar, located in Dagon 
Seikkan Industrial Zone in 
Yangon, the country’s trade 
and commerce epicenter. 
The company has invested 
approximately 1.58 billion 
MMK (€1 million) in this fa-
cility and is targeting to add 
more than 200 full time em-
ployees to its team by 2021.

The 60,000 sq feet 
state-of-the-art warehouse 
caters to the needs of the 
expanding local customer 
base, mostly from the con-
sumer and technology sec-
tors. Located less than 30 
kilometers from the airport 
and key industrial ports, the 
warehouse is well-connect-
ed by land transport and 
is in close proximity to the 
downtown area. Equipped 
with eight loading docks 
and raised floors, as well as 
round-the-clock surveillance 
cameras, the warehouse 
boosts operational efficien-
cy, while adhering to the 
highest safety and securi-
ty standards benchmarked 
against international stand-
ards. “Our investment in 
Myanmar showcases our 
commitment to ensure that 
we are consistently offering 
the best end-to-end logis-
tics solutions to customers 
in the region, to help them 
capitalize on growth oppor-
tunities. Over the years, we 
have witnessed tremendous 

growth in Indo-China including 
Myanmar, and have scaled our 
offerings accordingly to meet 
our customers’ needs. Today, 
our customers can count on us 
to provide a full suite of inte-
grated end-to-end supply chain 
solutions, pegged to the highest 
global standards of excellence,” 
said Kevin Burrell, CEO DHL 
Supply Chain, Thailand Cluster 
(Thailand, Vietnam, Myanmar 
and Cambodia).

As one of the fastest-grow-
ing economies in Southeast 
Asia, Myanmar has consistently 
maintained an annual GDP 
growth of about 5.5 per cent 
since 1992 . This positive trend 
is expected to continue with the 
implementation of the Myanmar 
Sustainable Development Plan 
(MSDP) , which ensures that 
there is long term economic sta-
bility and strengthened macro-

economic management, in par-
ticular to create jobs and help 
with private sector-led growth. 
The soon-to-be concluded Re-
gional Comprehensive Econom-
ic Partnership (RCEP) between 
the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) – which 
Myanmar is a member of – and 
Australia, China, India, Japan, 
South Korea and New Zealand, 
is also expected to elevate the 
economic potential of the region 
as one of the largest trade blocs 
in the world. “Our experience 
and expertise in supply chain 
management globally combined 
with our deep understanding of 
the local business environment 
and its distinct culture provide 
the perfect platform for us to 
build intimate knowledge of 
our customers’ requirements 
and optimize our operations 
in Myanmar. Led by a team of 

supply chain veterans, we offer 
a compelling suite of solutions 
from transport to warehousing 
management, to enhance our 
customers’ supply chains,” said 
Shisanupong Pitidhanyasawas-
di, Country Manager, DHL Sup-
ply Chain, Myanmar.

DHL first entered Myan-
mar back in 1982 with its Ex-
press division and has, in the 
last three decades, expanded 
its portfolio to include the full 
range of logistics solutions, pow-
ered by its Supply Chain and 
Global Forwarding divisions. In 
recognition of its expertise and 
best-in-class standards, DHL 
Supply Chain remains the only 
100 per cent foreign-owned 
logistics company to have ac-
quired an investment permit 
from the Myanmar Investment 
Commission.—GNLM

Officials of DHL pose for documentary photo.   PHOTO: DHL

DHL Supply Chain Myanmar.  PHOTO: DHLDHL Supply Chain Myanmar.  PHOTO: DHL
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World Cup Qualifiers: Myanmar national team 
prepares for match against Mongolia
MYANMAR national men’s 
football team is preparing for a 
crucial second round Group F 
match in the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup qualifiers, which will be 
played on 19 November at Man-
dalar Thiri Stadium in Mandalay.

The Myanmar national team 
players started their special 
training for the crucial World 
Cup qualifier against Mongolia 
on 15 November at the National 
Football Academy of Mandalay.

Team Myanmar will be led 
by head coach Antoine Hey.

Under the guidance of Hey, 
team Myanmar saw its first win 
in the previous Group F qualifi-
ers against an Asian team Tajik-
istan at home, winning 4-3 on 14 
November. 

The win kept alive the Myan-
mar team’s hope for competing 

in the World Cup.
Myanmar is currently in 

fifth place, with three points, 
having one win and three loss-
es, while undefeated Japan is 
in first place, Krygyzstan in 
second place with two wins and 
two losses, while Tajikistan is 
in third with two wins and two 
losses, but different goal totals 
with Krygyzstan. Mongolia also 
leads Myanmar, with the same 
victories and losses, but a dif-
ference in goals.

During Myanmar facing 
Mongolia in the first round World 
Cup qualifiers, team Myanmar, 
under the guidance of former 
head coach Miodrag Radulovic,  
suffered a 0-1 loss against Mon-
golia in Ulanbaatar, Mongolia on 
6 September, 2019.

Thus, the upcoming My-

Myanmar national footballers training in Mandalay before the World Cup qualifier against Mongolia, which 
will be played on 19 November.  PHOTO: MFF

anmar vs Mongolia match, to 
be played on 19 November at 
Mandalar Thiri Stadium, will be 
a thriller to watch.

Advanced tickets for the 
match are on sale at the eastern 
gate of the Mandalar Thiri Stadi-
um on the 68th  street side, and at 

the Myanmar Football Academy 
(Mandalay) during office hours, 
according to the MFF.—Lynn 
Thit (Tgi)

Community Champion Football Clinic 
program organized in Mandalay
A Community Champion Football 
Clinic — a sports program that 
provides information about the 
harmful effects of drugs and aims 
to combat drug use by promoting 
football — was held yesterday at 
the Mandalar Thiri Stadium in 
Mandalay.

The program was supervised 
by the Myanmar Football Federa-
tion (MFF) and the United States 
Embassy.

In attendance were govern-
ment officials, staff from the Unit-
ed States Embassy in Myanmar, 
officials from the Myanmar Foot-
ball Federation, young athletes 
interested in the program, foot-
ball coaches, and instructors from 

the United States and Myanmar, 
along with invited guests.

As part of the program, the 
youth played football and were of-
fered instruction by coaches from 
the United States and Myanmar. 

At the opening ceremony, the 
Mandalay Region Minister for nat-
ural resources and environmental 
conservation, U Myo Thit, said, “I 
would like to express my heartfelt 
thanks to the Myanmar Football 
Federation and United States 
Embassy for arranging this kind 
of football program in Mandalay. 
The Community Champions Foot-
ball Clinic really aims to seek new 
and talented footballers.”  Also, 
General Secretary of the Myan-

mar Football Federation, U Ko 
Ko Thein, pointed out the vision 
of the program includes focusing 
on combating drugs through the 
strength of sports, and he also 
said that the MFF is organised 
not just for football, but for social 
community works.

Currently, Football Clinics 
and Grassroots for youths across 
Myanmar are being organized 
by the MFF, and will soon hold 
similar activities with assistance 
from the US Embassy.

Community Champion Foot-
ball Clinic Programs will also be 
held in Taunggyi on 19 November, 
according to the MFF.—Lynn Thit 
(Tgi)

Youths take part in the Community Champion Football Clinic yesterday at the Mandalar Thiri Football 
Stadium in Mandalay.   PHOTO: MFF

Liverpool star Gomez’s difficult 
week ends on low note
PARIS (France)— Liverpool full-
back Joe Gomez’s rollercoaster 
week, from the high of beating 
Manchester City last Sunday 
to being booed at Wembley on 
Thursday, ended with him miss-
ing England’s final Euro 2020 
qualifier in Kosovo due to a sore 
knee.

The 22-year-old — whose 
Liverpool team-mate Jordan 
Henderson also misses the trip 
to Kosovo with a viral infection 
— featured in the headlines ear-
lier in the week after City striker 
Raheem Sterling confronted him 
at England’s training centre on 
Monday, the day after Liverpool’s 
3-1 victory over City. Gomez was 
booed when he came on as a sub-
stitute in the 7-0 mauling of Mon-
tenegro, while Henderson missed 
it due to a one-match ban. Victory 

assured England of a place at the 
finals.

“Jordan Henderson and Joe 
Gomez will miss England’s final 
UEFA EURO 2020 qualifier in 
Kosovo on Sunday,” read a state-
ment from the Football Associa-
tion (FA). “Henderson arrived in 
camp with a viral infection that 
has not fully cleared. “Meanwhile, 
his Liverpool team-mate Gomez 
sustained a knock to the knee in 
training on Friday and has not 
recovered sufficiently enough to 
travel. “The pair have returned 
to their club meaning the Three 
Lions will head to Pristina on Sat-
urday with a 23-man squad.”

England may have assured 
themselves of a place in the finals 
but Southgate wants a win on Sun-
day to ensure they are seeded in 
the top six.—AFP     

Joe Gomez was booed when he came on in England’s 7-0 thrashing of 
Montenegro.  PHOTO: AFP
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If one asks you what is the value of Myanmar, Myanmar fine arts 
are what one should point out. It is true that Myanmar citizens 
should keep up with the advancement in the 21st century, at the 
same time, it does not mean that we should be oblivious to the 

identity of Myanmar. Myanmar Arts “ Panbe (blacksmith), Pantain 
( Gold and Silver Smith), Pantin (Bronze Casting), Pantaut( Stucco 
relief), Panyan (masonry), Panbu( Woodcarving), Pantamault ( Stone 
Carving), Panpoot (turnery), Panchi ( Art of Painting), Panyun ( Lac-
querware)  are to Myanmar ancestors’ credit since they have been 
flourished through the dynasties. In Pyu era, the excavated ossuary, 
the statue, the sculpture, Baw baw Kyi pagoda are the evidences of 
the existences of these arts. Then, with the prominence of Buddhism 
in the reign of King Anawyahtar and Kyansitthar, when the Bagan 
architects initiated to build the pagodas, temples, fane and many-
tiered, Myanmar’s traditional arts had expanded. 

The art of blacksmith (Panbe) is the tempering of iron in the 
furnace to make the items like scissors, hammer, knife, hatchet, 
mattock and the weapons like sword, armour, etc. The art of gold and 
silver smith ( Pantain) is making items of gold and silver. Gold wares 
are the accessories like ear-drops, necklace, finger-ring, ear-ring, 
bracelet and silverware are drinking bowls, receptacle bowls, shield 
and belt. 

In every golden pagoda, there have the bells which are put to 
mark and share the donor’s good deeds. There, a large gong, small 
triangular brass gong are the items of the art of Pantin. The reason 
why  Bagan stands out magnificently as a tourist attraction is due to 
the Bagan artisans’ floral designs like the creation of curled leaves 
and the marvelous statues of lion and dragon which are designed 
with stucco. This is how the art Pantaut( Stucco Relief) is a credit 
to Myanmar. The art of Panyan is constructing the buildings 
using bricks, cement. It is undeniable that Myanmar wood 
sculptures, stone sculptures, which are the art of Panbu are 
famous and exquisite. Pantamault is the art of creating Bud-
dha images and other items like mortar, pestle. 

Panpoot ( Turnery) is the art of creating the intricate and de-
tailed shapes from wood, thus it produces the well-shaped contain-
ers, tables, and chairs. Bagan’s Panyun art can definitely draw the 
foreigners’ attention as the betel box, the bowls to offer the monks, 
the trays, the cups, which are painted with the intricate figures are 
exquisite. 

Let these Myanmar Arts sustain as a great pride and honour of 
Myanmar.  
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(TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK)

Exercises
atmufygwdkYudk t*Fvdyfvdka&;yg/

(tajzudk atmufwGif ay;xm;ygonf/) 

(1) rr ,ckav;wif ½kyf&Sif½kHrS jyefvmonf/
(2) ol npmrpm;onfrSm av;&uf&SdNyD/
(3) olwdkY ig;rQm;aeMuonfrSm reufuwnf;uyJ/
(4) uRefawmf þoifwef;wufa&mufaeonfrSm av;v ausmfygNyD/ 
(5) olr uacsonfwpfa,mufjzpfaeonfrSm ajcmufESpf&SdygNyD/
(6) udkudktwef;xJü t½dkufcH&onfrSm av;Budrf&SdNyD/
(7) &Jrsm; olwdkYudk apmifhMunfhaeonfrSm 15 &uf&SdygNyD/
(8) olr ½kyfjrifoHMum; rMunhfonfrSm 15 &uf&SdygNyD/
(9) ol t*Fvdyfpum;rajymonfrSm ausmif;xGufuwnf;uyJ/
(10)olr xdkopfyifatmufü &yfaeonfrSm okH;em&DausmfygNyD/

Answers
1. Ma Ma has just returned from the cinema.
2. He has not had dinner for four days.
3. They have been fishing since morning.
4. I have been attending this training course for over 
    four month.
5. She has been a dancer for six years.
6. Ko Ko has been beaten in class four times.
7.The police have been watching them for 15 days.
8. She has not watched the television for 15 days.
9. He has not spoken English since he left school.
10.She has been standing under that tree for over 
    three hours.

atmufwGif The Simple Past Tense ESifh The Present 
Perfect Tense a&mí avhusifhcef;rsm; ay;xm;ygonf/ 

(a) twdwfwpfcsdefcsdefwGif jzpfysufcJhí twdwfüyif usef&pfcJhaom taMumif; 
t&mrsm;udk Simple Past Tense (½dk;½dk;twdwfumv) jzifhom azmfjy& 
onf/ wdusaom tcsdefydkif;jy pum;vkH;? pum;pkrsm;jzifh wGJí okH;avh&Sdonf/ 
(b) twdwfwpfcsdefcsdefrS pwifí ,ckxdwpfavQmufvkH; qufwdkufjzpfysufcJh 
aomtaMumif;t&mudk Present Perfect Tense jzifh azmfjy&onf/ 
rsm;aomtm;jzifh since, for wdkYjzifh wGJokH;avh&Sdonf/

avhusifhcef;rsm; vkyfMunfhyg/
1. He (be) to many countries.
2. He (be) in Hong Kong last month.
3. She (not visit) Kalaw in 1982.
4. She (not visit) Kalaw since 1982.
5. He (write) to her five months ago.
6. He (write) to her five times.
7. I (not smoke) for two years.
8. He (smoke) 20 cigarettes last night.
9. Her house (sell) seven months ago.
10.The flowers (just sell)
11.The mistakes (not correct) yet.
12. The players (select) last week.

Answers
1. He has been to many countries.
    ol EkdifiHrsm;pGm a&mufzl;onf/ 
2. He was in Hong Kong last month.
    ol ,cifvu a[mifaumifNrdKUwGif &SdcJhonf/ 
3. She did not visit Kalaw in 1982.
    olr 1982 ckESpfu uavmodkY oGm;rvnfcJhyg/

4. She has not visited Kalaw since 1982.
    olr uavmodkY oGm;rvnfonfrSm 1982 ckESpfuwnf;uyJ/
5. He wrote to her five months ago.
    ol olrxH vGefcJhaomig;vu pma&;cJhonf/
6. He has written to her five times.
    ol olrxH pma&;onfrSm ig;Budrf&SdNyD/
7. I have not smoked for two years.
    uRefawmf aq;vdyfraomufonfrSm ESpfESpf&SdygNyD/
8. He smoked 20 cigarettes last night.
    ol raeYnu pD;u&uftvdyf 20 aomufcJhonf/ 
9. Her house was sold seven months ago.
    olr tdrfudk vGefcJhaom ig;vu a&mif;cJhonf/
10.The flowers have just been sold.
    yef;rsm;udk ,ckav;wif a&mif;vdkufNyD;NyD/
11.The mistakes have not been corrected yet.
    trSm;rsm;udk rjyif&ao;yg/
12.The players were selected last week.
    upm;orm;rsm;udk ,ciftywfu a&G;cs,fcJhonf/ 

Essay-writing
&

Letter-writing
Essay-writing udk Outlines tajccHí a&;om;ykHESifh ay;xm; 

aom Letter jyefMum;pma&;ykHwifjyvdkufygonf/ 

avhvmyg/
Write two paragraphs on ''the newspaper I read 

at home"

The newspaper I read at home 
(Outlines)

1. What is the name of the newspaper that you read?
2. Is it a Myanmar or an English language newspaper?
3. How many pages does it have?
4. On what pages is the foreign news printed?
5. On what pages are the weather report and the 
    announcements of births, deaths and marriages 
    printed?
6. On what page is the editorial printed?
7. Do you read the newspaper regularly?
8. What news items do you usually read?
9. Do you like this paper? Why?

(u) txufyguJhodkY Outlines udk;aMumif;ay;xm;í pmpDpmukH; (pmydk'f) 
a&;cdkif;vQif acgif;pOfudkzwfyg/ Essay a&;yg[kqdkvQif okH;ydk'fa&;yg/ ,ck 
two paragraphs [k qdkojzifh ESpfydk'fom a&;yg/
(c) ay;xm;onfh Outlines udk;aMumif;udk ajzí a&;csvdkuf½kHjzifh trSwf& 
rnfr[kwfyg/ ay;xm;csufrsm;tay: csJUa&;&ef jzpfonf/ taoG;tom;jznfh 
ay;&ef jzpfonf/ þtcsufudk oabmayguf&ef vdkygonf/ pmaMumif; 30 
ausmfavmuf &atmifa&;yg/
(*) atmufwGif rnfuJhodkY csJUxGifa&;&onfudk ]]erlem}} tjzpf ay;xm;ygonf/ 
owdjyK&efrSm Outlines udkvnf; tokH;jyK&ef jzpfonf/ 

The newspaper that I read at home
Newspaper are the eyes and ears of a nation. They 

come out everyday. Most are morning papers but 
there are a few evening papers. They carry all kinds 
of news. We read newspaper because we want to know 
what is happening in our own country and in other 
parts of the world. There are six newspapers in 
Myanmar four are in Myanmar and two are in English. 

The name of the newspaper that I read at home is the 
Kyemon. It is a Myanmar language newspaper. It is 
a morning paper. It has eight pages. Its size is small. 
Important local news items are on the front page. The 
foreign news is printed on pages 2 and 3. The weather 
report and announcements of births, deaths and 
marriages are printed on pages 6 and 7.

The editorial is on page 4. This page also carries 
articles and letters to the editor. I read the newspaper 
everyday. I usually read local news and sports news. 
Sports news is on page 8. I am a school boy. I am in 
the 10th Standard. I am interested both in Myanmar 
and in English. I sometimes go to tea-shops and read 
English language newspapers. I usually read the 
Guardian. I like the Kyemon. The news items are short 
and to the point. The language used is not difficult. 
The photographs are clear. There are also many 
advertisements. I shall go on reading newspapers. 
My ambition is to be a newsman.

(For Study)
avhvm&ef

a Myanmar language    jrefrmbmomESifh xkwfa0aom owif;pm
newspaper
(language ygrS rSefonfudk owdjyKyg/)
editorial		  acgif;BuD; (t,f'Dwmtmabmf)
sports news		  tm;upm;owif;
articles			  aqmif;yg;
letters to the editor	 t,f'DwmxHay;pm
to the point		  vdk&if;udk wdkwdkwkwfwkwfazmfjy/
clear			   Munfvifaom
advertisements		 aMumfjimrsm;
ambition		  b0&nfrSef;csuf
newsman		  owif;orm;

(Letter-writing)
ay;xm;aompmudk jyefpma&;cdkif;avh&Sdonf/
(u) ay;xm;aompmxJrS ar;cGef;rsm;udkom jyefajz&efr[kwf/ þrQESifhrvkH 
     avmuf/
(c) pmaMumif;wdkif;udk zwfí wkHYjyefwwf&efvdkonf/ qufpyfqDavsmfonfwdkY 
    udk a&;om;wwf&ef vdkonf/ xkdYaMumifh wpfaMumif;NyD;wpfaMumif;zwfí 
   jyefa&;EdkiforQudk a&;yg/
(*) rdrduvnf; wkHYjyefar;cGef;rsm; ar;Edkifonf/ 
(C) ay;xm;aompmudk zwfí atmufjyefpm (reply) wGif rnfodkY pmaMumif; 
    wdkif;udk wkHYjyefa&;xm;onfudk avhvmyg/

Write a reply to the following letter.
7, Pagoda Road

Myothit
May 6, 1974

Dear Khin Khin,
I am very happy to hear that you have passed the 

Ninth Standard. Now, we are both in the Tenth Standard 
and we must work hard to do well in the examination.

I now study three hours a day in the evenings 
after dinner. How many hours do you study? Do you  
study in the mornings or in the evenings?

I find our English lessons very interesting, 
especially the lessons on Volcanoes and Earthquakes. 
I didn't know that Mount Popa is an extinet volcano. 
Did you? I would like to know more about it. I want to 
know when it last erupted and how high it is. If you 
know anything about it, please let me know. My father 
has promised to take me there during the October 
holidays. Would you like to come along with us?

My mother has told me about earthquakes in 
Myanmar. Did you know that there was a very bad 
earthquake which destroyed the Shwemawdaw Pagoda 
in Bago? If you want to hear about it, just let me know.

Please write to me when you have time. I look 
forward to hearing from you.

Your loving friend,
Mi Mi

L E S S O N
E N G L I S H

By C. T. O

ESSAYS & LETTER
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A Walk in the Precincts of 
the Kaba Aye Pagoda

I live in Kaba Aye. My house is situated 
across the precincts of the Kaba Aye 
Pagoda. So I often take a leisure walk 
inside it.

Last Sunday, I got up early and took 
a walk into the precincts of the Pagoda. I 
entered it from the gate near the Sar-taik 
bus-stop and followed the path leading to 
the Mahapasana cave. I noticed that the 
whole precinct was cool and fresh from the 
rain which fell last night. When I neared the 
cave, I espied the glittering sacred umbrella 
of the Kaba Aye Pagoda towering above the 
thick foliage of trees. To my knowledge, the 
pagoda was built by Prime Minister U Nu in 
1952 to restore peace in Yangon. So he named 
it ‘Kaba Aye Pagoda’ meaning ‘ The pagoda 
of World Peace’. Kaba Aye region also takes 
its name after this pagoda.The relics of the 
Aggasavaka ( Vens. Sariputtara and Moggala-
na) of the Gotama Buddha presented to U Nu 
by Prime Minister Neru during his pilgrimage 
to Buddhagaya were enshrined in its relic 
chamber.

My train of thoughts about the Kaba 
Aye Pagoda ceased when I saw some people 
exercising under the shady trees growing 
around the Mahapasana Cave.They were of 
different ages. Some were running, some 
jogging and some walking around the cave. 
Some fat women were swiveling their body 
around their waist and holding up and down 
their hands. A few monks were also walking 
serenely around the cave. When I looked up 

at the cave, I saw many boulders on its roof, 
among which different species of trees were 
growing. The cave is said to have been built 
in 1954 to house the Sixth Buddhist Synod.

When I glanced north, I saw the Pitaka 
Taik( Library) in a large compound. It is said 
that it was built just before the Sixth Bud-
dhist Synod in 1954. As it was a well-stocked 
library, it was like a treasure for scholars and 
researchers. There lay an oval-shaped pond 
before it, around which were shrubs of differ-
ent flowering plants. So the whole compound 
of the Pitaka Taik was very pleasant. When I 
got behind the cave, I found the office of the 
Chairman of the State Samgha Mahanayaka 
Committee on the left side of the path. As 
far as I knew, Chairman Sayadaw Dr. Ku-
marabhivamsa was well-versed in Buddhist 
scriptures. I often listened to the Dhamma 
he preached on the television. Since he 
preached the Dhamma short and to the 
point., my parents never lost the opportunity 
of hearing his Dhamma.

I turned left and followed the path 
leading to the Nga-hlawk-kan (Fish-freeing 
Lake). On both sides of the path were lines 
of shady, old trees. Behind them stood some 
high office-buildings. On the way to the lake, 
I espied the State Pariyatti Sasana University. 
It is known that it was opened in 1985 at the 
advice of Mingwin Sayadaw to produce local 
and foreign missionary monks. Today, it  was 
one of the leading religious universities in 
Myanmar.

When I got to the junction where the 
Samgha hospital stood, I took the path 
skirting round the Nga-hlwak-kan. On the 
right side of the path, I found some vegeta-
ble-plantations, a few brick-houses and two 
ponds. On the left was the Nga-hlawk-kan in 
which water was full to its brink. On the other 
side of the lake stood a great ordination hall 
called ‘Maha Sima’. It was built in the Sinha-
lese architectural style. Soon, I reached the 
mound at the end of the path . On the mound 
were some one-storeyed brick-houses in the 
large compounds covered with shady trees.I 
found no one there. Therefore, I heard no 
sound except some calls of birds coming from 
afar. I continued to walk along the bunds of 
the lake. When I reached the other bank of 
the lake, I found some people feeding food to 
the fishes in the lake and some, to crows and 
pigeons in the patch of land in front of the 
Maha Sima. My mind was filled with peace, 
when I saw them doing such meritorious 
deeds. I looked up at the sky to find the sun 
already high. So I made my way back home.

In conclusion, I found that my mind 
became fresh and full of strength due to 
coolness and peace offered by the trees and 
religious buildings in the precincts of the 
Kaba Aye Pagoda. I, therefore, think that if 
responsible personnel keep this wooded 
sacred site in pristine purity, it will become a 
good destination for nature-lovers, tourists 
and pilgrims.

By Maung Maung Aye

PHOTO: NAT YE HLA
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PHOTOS: CHANTHAR (Meikhtila)

PHOTOS: AUNG THANT KHAING

By Aung Thant Khaing

The traditional overland conveyance is 
the bullock-cart that has been in use for 
hundreds of years in Myanmar. We call the 
kind of bullock-cart depending upon its 

work. For example, we call the cart for heavy-duty 
or load, Hlegyan, The smaller one, the light cart for 
people as for show is called ‘’Hleyan”.

Now let us look at the structure of our tradi-
tional overland vehicle, the bullock cart. The main 
part is the body of the cart. The pillars or posts are 
framed on both sides of the cart, which we call 
‘’yantaings”. The front part, the place for the driver is 
called ‘’Saungpan”. The ornamental final is placed on 
either side of the driver’s seat. As for the light cart or 

‘’hleyin” has only the ‘’Saung-pan” that is ornamen-
tally designed for the driver and for the passenger 
service only. It is a special kind of fancy cart.

The body of the bullock-cart is put on the two 
shafts or thills and on the axle that joins the two 
wheels of the cart by the axle box of the cart called 
‘’Hle padaung”. The wooden trim of the cart-wheel, 
‘’tanku” is supported with spokes or ‘beedauk’. The 
crossbeams or the forward transverse member of the 
payload compartment is called hledote.

The two shafts or thills of the cart meet at the 
front of the cart. They are bound with a string of raw 
hide hle-oo-sut, and fixed the yoke for drawing on it. 
There are two pairs of wooden pins to secure to the 

The Traditional 
Overland Conveyance

Bullock Cart:

draught animal’s neek by a short strong looped called dabou-gyee and 
dabou-kyo. On them, there is a carved work surmounted called Hle-oo-
pan, Hle-oo-nget.

Some grease and saw power must be inserted between the axle 
box of the cart and the axle-tree to lessen the rotary friction. Or else, it 
will make the tiredness of hearing the creaking sound along the way. 
The worse thing is that it is more difficult for drawing animals to draw 
the cart without any grease.

The light fancy cart called hleyin is pulled by a pair of handsome 
oxen. One on the left can run very fast, napyay and the other on the 
right, nalite runs stylishly and easily. We use light earts or hleyin and 
their pairs of handsome oxen in full hernesses in religious processions 
like the Shinbyu Nartha ceremonies. The owners of hleyin and hand-
some oxen are very proud of using their hleyin and handsome oxen 
and very pleased with them.

When the cart is free, it is kept supporting by a forked prop, hle-
dauk or Kala-dauk under the yoke of the bullock coat. We see bullock 
cartte or column of bullock-carts carrying load or people just after the 
harvest during the hotseason or before the cart wheel-tracts are ruined 
by the rain. So we can call the bullock-carts, the summer vehicles.

By UTA (YU)

After 150 years, 
Prince Kanaung’s Yadanarpon Dockyard 
still operating in Mandalay

Prince Kanaung, younger brother of King Mindon, built 
the Yadanarpon Dockyard – then known as the Yadanar-
pon Factory – on 14 acres in 1864 along the Ayeyawady 
River on the western side of the capital.

            The dockyard was one of the farsighted efforts of Prince 
Kanaung, in his bid to modernize the country by raising the king-
dom’s industrial capacity.

The machinery used in the Yadanarpon Dockyard was most-
ly purchased from the Dandafs and Smith companies of Scotland. 
With 127 workers, the dockyard was able to build river cruisers by 
1870.

In 1870, the first battleship with a teak hull was built at Ya-
danarpon Dockyard by a British engineer. Following that, another 
10 warships, were built, measuring 150 ft to 180 ft long and 24 ft 
wide.

Another achievement came when a battleship, armed with 
14 cannons and built by Myanmar carpenter Sayar Shan, was 
commissioned into service on July 2, 1972. The royal ceremony 
was held, including the firing of the ship’s cannons.

When the capital was captured 
by the British, the British Irrawaddy  
Flotilla company bought the 18 ships 
and all iron stock for 45,000 kyats. 
After independence in 1948, the 
Myanmar government nationalized 
the dockyard and returned the name 
of Yadanarpon Dockyard to it. Since 
then, it has been primarily responsi-
ble for repairing local vessels. 

“We set K20 million for build-
ing a private ship in this dockyard,” 

said U Zaw Moe Myint, the deputy 
Superintending of Engineer at the 
dockyard.

The dockyard can handle six 
ships, 600 ft long, 180 ft wide and 
weighing 600 tons.

Some 150 years after its estab-
lishment, the Yadanarpon Dockyard 
remains at its original site and retains 
its pride in Mandalay.

Translated by Nat Ye Hla
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FROM  PAGE- S-8
Nowadays, it is the period in which 

some of the educated ones or the non-edu-
cated ones abandon their motherland and 
go to other countries and earn their livings 
there. This means any class relies upon 
abroad for their livings. Among them, 
some encounter the easy and convenient 
lives there. The good salaries, the standard 

of living, etc. can attract them so much 
that they happen to settle down there. 
Nevertheless, in spite of such people’s lives 
being very convenient there, they should 
have the attitude to make prosperous of 
their native land and should give a hand in 
the task of developing their native land as 
much as they could.

All in all, how much success one 

possesses in anywhere, the images of 
one’s heredity and those of one’s native 
land are always together with him or her 
forever. The good and bad or the light 
and darkness will partly or entirely affect 
upon the respective person. It is right that 
everyone who is existing in every corner 
of the world is somewhat reflected by his 
glory of heredity and that of native land. 

In addition, with the images of the good 
or the bad of their native land, the lives of 
their new generations will encounter the 
consequences of their origins. Therefore, 
everyone should keep the spirit in which 
he or she is going to raise the glory of his 
or her native land with the might of his 
knowledge and wealth.

It was a Friday afternoon at the 
Chauk Htat Gyi Pagoda Bus-stop 
on Shwegondine Road in Bahan 
Township. On the pavement of the 

bus stop, people standing, sitting, chat-
ting and using phones were waiting for 
their buses. I was one of them. I noticed 
a young boy having a fried potato beside 
me. 

A man in front of me was also taking 
out betel quid from a plastic pack. After 
having put the betel quid into his mouth, 
the man released his fingers holding the 
emptied plastic pack which previously 
contained betel leaves and nuts in order 
to go it down on the road. 

The young boy having potato-snack 
was looking at the man with amazing 
eyes. A pair of thoughts appeared in my 
mind at that time -- the first thought was 
it is undisciplined in public place, and 
the second is he has done like that as 
there is no dustbin near bus-stop. 

With the second thought, I observed 

around the bus-stop. My second thought 
was wrong. I found a dustbin next to the 
bus stop where is a few steps away from 
the man. I looked again the man and saw 
that he was spitting betel nuts on the 
ground, and then was chatting with his 
friends with the manner that he has not 
committed any public faults.

The young boy next to me was still 
having his fried potatoes. I was observ-
ing him what he would do with the 
plastic bag when it is emptied. 

The spitting man already took a bus, 
but the young boy, I and other passen-
gers were still waiting for the buses that 
we took. Some people were under the 
roof of the bus stop and the trees near 
the bus-stop, while few people were 
under the shade of YCDC advertisement 
signboard showing the bad effects of 
littering.   

The young boy opened his water 
bottle and drank as his fried potato was 
no more. He put back the water bottle 
into his bag and put the emptied plastic 
pack too into a pocket of his bag and 
then ran to the coming bus. 

A few minutes later, the bus I took 
stopped at the bus-stop and I took it. On 
the bus, I thought about the importance 
of discipline in public life. Everybody 
knows that not littering in public place is 

not a difficult thing. But, there are many 
people who don’t keep such an easy 
discipline, while most people always 
maintain the same discipline. 

There are over 5 million people in 
Yangon. If they all throw a litter daily, the 
whole city will be dirty, dusty and un-
pleasant. But, if those who litter in public 
places stop their bad habits of littering, 
the city will be cleaner, more beautiful 
and more pleasant. 

This is one of the basic discipline 
which every citizen should follow to 
move their nation developed. A nation 
can only progress if there is discipline 
among its citizens. 

Discipline is also one of the basic 
requirements for a civilized society. To 
maintain a discipline rarely depends on 
the age and abilities of the people. Most 
of them are easy to follow, but people fail 
to maintain them as they are caught in 
their bad habits. 

So let us repel the bad habits of 
littering in public places so that our envi-
ronment become cleaner, more beautiful 
and more pleasant.      

By Mg Pandita
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YANGON TO BANGKOK
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG706 5:50 8:10 Daily
8M335 7:30 9:15 Daily
UB-019 7:25 9:20 Daily
TG2304 9:35 11:30 Daily
PG702 10:30 12:30 1,2,3,4,6,7
TG2302 11:20 13:15 Daily
PG708 15:35 17:35 Daily
8M331 16:30 18:15 Daily
UB-017 17:35 19:30 Daily
PG704 18:35 20:35 Daily
TG306 19:50 21:45 Daily

YANGON TO GUANGZHOU
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
8M711 8:40 13:15 2,4,5,7

CZ3056 11:25 15:55 3,6
CZ3056 17:30 22:00 1,5

GUANGZHOU TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
CZ3055 8:30 10:20 3,6
8M712 14:15 15:50 2,4,5,7
CZ3055 14:40 16:30 1,5

MANDALAY TO BANGKOK
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG710 14:30 16:55 Daily
PG714 19:15 21:40 Daily

NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG722 20:00 22:50 1,2,3,4,5,7

MANDALAY TO DON MUEONG
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
FD245 12:55 15:20 Daily

MANDALAY TO KUNMING
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
MU2568 9:25 12:25 Daily
MU2040 15:20 18:25 1,3,7
MU9742 15:20 18:25 2,4,6
MU9748 21:20 0:25 2,4

YANGON TO KUNMING
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
MU2580 10:55 14:35 2,4,6
MU2012 13:40 20:50 3
MU9750 15:55 19:35 2,4,6
MU9758 15:55 19:35 1,3,5,7

KUNMING TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
MU2011 8:20 12:10 3
MU2579 9:10 9:55 2,4,6
MU9749 13:45 14:55 2,4,6
MU9757 14:10 14:55 1,3,5,7

YANGON TO HONG KONG
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
KA251 1:25 6:00 1,2,3,4,6,7

UB8027 7:05 11:45 3,5,7
KA275 17:05 21:50 1,3,5,7

HONG KONG TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
UB8028 12:45 14:30 3,5,7
KA250 21:50 23:35 1,2,3,5,6,7
KA254 14:20 16:10 1,3,5,7

BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG709 12:15 13:40 Daily
PG713 17:00 18:25 Daily

BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG721 17:25 19:20 1,2,3,4,5,7

DON MUEONG TO MANDALAY
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
FD244 11:10 12:25 Daily

KUNMING TO MANDALAY
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
MU2567 8:05 8:25 Daily
MU9741 13:50 14:20 2,4,6
MU2029 13:50 14:20 1,3,6
MU9747 20:05 20:20 2,4

YANGON TO HANIO
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
VN956 19:00 21:30 Daily
VJ918 18:55 21:20 Daily

HANOI TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
VN957 16:40 18:05 Daily
VJ917 16:30 17:55 Daily

YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
AK505 8:25 12:40 Daily
MH741 11:15 15:45 Daily
OD551 12:25 16:45 1,4,7
MH743 16:10 20:30 1,4,6,7
AK503 19:10 23:30 Daily
OD553 23:55 4:20+1 2,3,5,6

KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
AK504 6:45 7:55 Daily
MH740 9:10 10:25 Daily
OD550 10:15 11:30 1,4,7
MH742 13:55 15:05 1,4,6,7
AK502 17:20 18:30 Daily
OD552 21:45 22:55 2,3,5,6

YANGON TO DUBAI
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
EK389 2:00 5:45 1,2,4,6

YANGON TO SEOUL INCHEON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
KE472 23:15 7:35 Daily

SEOUL INCHEON TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
KE471 18:15 22:10 Daily

YANGON TO DOHA
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
QR919 1:05 4:55 1,3,4,6,7

DOHA TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
QR918 8:25 17:50 2,3,5,6,7

YANGON TO TOKYO
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
NH814 21:45 6:50+1 Daily

TOKYO TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
NH813 11:00 16:25 Daily

YANGON TO SHANGHAI
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
MU2099 22:15 1:35+1 2,4,6

SHANGHAI TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
MU2100 2:35 8:50 3,5,7

DUBAI TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
EK388 10:30 16:15 1,3,5,7

YANGON TO CHIANG MAI
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG724 13:40 15:30 1,3,6,7

CHIANG MAI TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG723 12:05 12:55 1,3,6,7

YANGON TO TAIPEI
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
CI7916 10:45 16:20 Daily

TAIPEI TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
CI7915 7:00 9:50 Daily

BEIJING TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
CA905 19:00 22:55 1,3,5,7

YANGON TO BEIJING
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
CA906 23:50 5:50+1 1,3,5,7

HO CHI MINH TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
VN943 9:30 11:05 1,3,4,6,7

YANGON TO HO CHI MINH
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
VN942 12:10 15:05 1,3,4,6,7

YANGON TO SINGAPORE
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
UB001 7:15 11:45 Daily
8M231 8:20 12:40 Daily
SQ997 10:25 15:10 Daily
3K582 11:30 16:05 1,4,5,7
UB003 16:00 20:30 Daily
MI519 17:35 22:10 1,2,4,6,7
MI521 18:30 22:55 3,4,5,7
3K584 19:40 00:10 1,2,3,5,6,7

SINGAPORE TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
SQ998 7:55  09:20 Daily
3K581 9:10 10:35 1,2,3,5,6,7
UB002 13:00 14:30 Daily
8M232 13:15 15:15 Daily
MI518 15:15 16:40 1,2,4,6,7
MI520 14:10 17:35 3,4,5,6
3K583 17:30 18:45 1,4,5,7
UB004 21:15 21:45 Daily

AIR LINES CODES
3K = Jet Star MH = Malaysia Airlines
8M = Myanmar Airways International MI = Silk Air
AI = Air India MU = China Easten Airlines
AK = Air Asia NH = All Nippon Airways
BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines PG = Bangkok Airways
CA = Air China QR = Qatar Airways
CI = China Airlines SL = Thai Lion Air
CZ = China Southern SQ = Singapore Airways
DD = Nok Airline TG = Thai Airways
FD = Air Asia TR = Tiger Airlines
KA = Dragonair UB = Myanmar National Airlines
KE = Korea Airlines VN = Vietnam Airlines

DATE 4 = Thursday
1 = Monday 5 = Friday
2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday

YANGON TO DON MUEANG
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
DD4231 8:05 9:50 Daily
FD252 8:45 10:30 Daily
SL201 8:30 10:20 1,3,4,5,7
FD254 17:40 19:25 Daily
FD258 21:40 23:30 Daily
SL207 19:35 21:25 1,2,4,6,7

DD4239 21:00 22:45 Daily

DON MUEANG TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
DD4230 6:20 7:05 Daily
FD251 7:30 8:15 Daily
SL200 6:45 7:35 1,3,4,5,7
FD253 16:25 17:05 Daily
FD257 20:30 21:10 Daily
SL206 18:55 19:45 Daily

DD4238 19:30 20:15 Daily

BANGKOK TO YANGON
FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
TG2303 7:50 8:45 Daily
PG701 8:45 9:40 1,2,3,4,6,7
TG2301 9:35 10:30 Daily
8M336 10:40 11:25 Daily
UB020 10:20 11:15 Daily
PG707 13:45 14:40 Daily
PG703 16:50 17:45 Daily
TG305 18:05 18:50 Daily
8M332 19:15 20:00 Daily
PG705 20:30 21:55 Daily
UB018 20:30 21:25 Daily

Subjected to change by 
repesctive airlines.

Hotline - (951) 229245

INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT SCHEDULE

By Ms. Moon
Final year Honours, (English) Dagon University

Everyone has got the mother-
land where he was born and 
brought up. Everyone also has 
got an attitude that attaches to 

his native land and loves this place. 
However, some leave their native 

land because of their various situations 
of life and settle down in the other re-
gions. Some even leave for foreign coun-
tries for a certain period of time and earn 
their living in order to overcome their 
difficulties that are encountered in their 
native land. Nevertheless, such people 
might have the attitude with which they 
want to live in their native land and 
earn their living. In addition, they want 
to love his native land and live in the 
bosoms of their families under pleasant 
warmth. It might be sure that they have 
got the attitude to see the development 
of their native land. Therefore, people 
should try investing their experiences in 
order that their next generations could 
not leave their native land and go to the 

to obtain such success. However, those 
who are outstanding in literature should 
do the development of their native land 
in the literary sector using their skillful 
knowledge. Similarly, those who are 
outstanding in education should do the 
development of their native land in the 
educational sector. Here, we have to take 
notice of the essence of a well-known 
poem entitled “When you pass away”; 
composed by Sayar Zaw Gyi, the great 
poet. Although it has already been read 
by almost everyone, I would like to make 
a sincere request to my dear readers to 
mention it again in the English version.

“When You Pass away”
Oh…
The world of man is
To be aging, infirmity and death
It is right
But, when you pass away

greener pasture like them. In reality, 
everyone should make the endeavor 
for their respective native land to be a 
greener pasture.

To do so, it is essential that they 
have to own capabilities to create such 
decent situations. Everyone must have 
an intention in which they want to repay 
the necessary advantages to their native 
land. Everyone must be able to create 
all things – good or bad – of their native 
land. Therefore, they should have the 
intention in which they will be going to 
repay the gratitude of their native land 
one day although they are living abroad 
and earning their livings. This is the 
most important spirit that values the 
motherland and is also the attitude of 
goodwill for the motherland where one 
has rooted and germinated. 

In fact, it is not easy for a person to 
do in repaying all-round development 
of his native land succeeding in every 
corner of his business because it is hard 

Your native land 
should be left developed
Your nationality and literature
Should be left in highly esteemed
The pagoda and faith
where you worship and share the 

merit
Should also be left prominently 

prosperous
When young, everyone has already 

heard the two words. They are “Glory 
of heredity” and Glory of Native Land”. 
Everyone has to preserve those two 
phenomena. However, as my little article 
emphasizes the latter, it is more associat-
ed with the above poem which directly 
indicates the Glory of Native Land. In 
fact, if possible, everyone should raise 
the Glory of Native Land.


