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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker
receives ROK Ambassador

.‘:Lﬁ

Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw U T Khun Myat meets with Ambassador of the Republic of Korea Mr Lee Sang-hwa in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

YITHU Hluttaw Speaker
U T Khun Myat received
Mr Lee Sang-hwa, the Ambas-
sador of the Republic of Korea

to Myanmar, at Hluttaw Build-
ing in Nay Pyi Taw, yesterday
morning.

During the meeting, they

exchanged views on coopera-
tion between the governments
of Myanmar and ROK, the par-
liaments and friendship ties

between people of the two
countries.—MNA 1

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Nearly 1000 jade lots worth Euro 60 min sold on 8™ day of Gem Emporium

THE Mid-Year Myanma Gems
Emporium 2019 entered its
eighth day yesterday, with 975
jade lots sold for 60.968 million

the Mani Yadana Jade Hall in
Nay Pyi Taw.

Jade lot numbers 3912 to
5211 were put on sale yesterday.

lots on display outside the hall,
which opened at 7:30 am, and
submitted their tenders. Jade
lot numbers 5212 to 6511 will

lot numbers 6512 to 7811 on 25
September. A total of 1,300 jade
lots will be sold each day under
the open tender system.

Yangon regional
tourism
committee
endorses
projects worth
K10.537 biln

By Nyein Nyein

HE Yangon Regional Tour-

ism Committee has en-
dorsed hotels and guesthouse
projects worth K10.537 billion,
which are expected to create
252 jobs. The decision was taken
during a meeting held yesterday
at the Yangon Region govern-
ment’s office.

The regional tourism com-
mittee has granted licenses to
four hotels and one guesthouse,
with room occupancy of 224. The
ministry has also issued 39 in-
bound tour licences and one
hotel construction permit, ac-
cording to the committee.

So far, the regional tourism
committee has issued licences
to 37 hotels and nine guesthous-
es, and a temporary licence to
one hotel, with a total of 2,360
rooms. Construction permits
have beenissued to 19 hotels and
3 guesthouses. Meanwhile, the
committee has issued licences to
315 inbound tours, 121 outbound
tours, and 218 tour guides. The
total capital for hotels and guest-
houses is estimated at K130.16
billion and US$238.29 million,
with foreign companies investing
K5.94 billion and $25.22 million,
joint ventures putting in $213.07
million, and domestic companies
parking K124.22 billion into pro-
jects. The projects have helped
create over 2,900 jobs.
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Union
Supreme
Court sits

to pass

judgment,
hear cases

UNION Supreme Court sits at
Union Supreme Court room
number 1 yesterday morning
with Chief Justice of the Un-
ion Supreme Court U Htun
Htun Oo and all Union Su-
preme Court judges to pass
judgments on five special civil
appeal cases. It also heard five
special civil appeal cases. —
MNA

Joint Committee on Amending 2008 Constitution holds meeting 38/2019

MEETING 38/2019 of the Joint
Committee on Amending the
2008 Constitution was held at
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Building
D in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday
morning.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chairman of the Joint
Committee Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw Deputy Speaker Pyithu
Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U
Tun Aung (@) U Tun Tun Hein,
Deputy Chairman of the Joint
Committee Amyotha Hluttaw
Deputy Speaker U Aye Tha
Aung, Joint Committee secre-
tary Dr Myat Nyana Soe and
members who were Hluttaw
representatives from political
parties and Tatmadaw Hluttaw
representative and officials
from Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Of-

fice. —MNA

Meeting 38/2019 of the Joint Committee on Amending the 2008 Constitution in progress in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister for Construction visits CHID bank

Union Minister for Construction U Han Zaw observes the scale models of real estate projects for urban
development at the Yangon City gallery in Yangon yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

UNION MINISTER for Con-
struction U Han Zaw visited
the Construction, Housing and
Infrastructure Development
Bank in Dagon Township, Yan-
gon, yesterday morning.

The CHID banks is under
the auspices of Ministry of Con-
struction, and was established
in 2013 as a Semi-Government
Bank.

During the meeting with
Board of Director members,
shareholders and staff members
of the bank, the Union Minister
asked to follow rules and regu-
lations in banking services and
to update its operating systems.

The bank also held its the
Board of Directors meeting
10/2019 on that day.

The Union Minister then

proceed to the headquarters of
Committee for Quality Control of
High-Rise Building Construction
Projects (CQHP).

Dr Aung Kyaw Myat, the
Chairman of CQHE, explained
its works, formation of expert
working teams and future plans.

The 33-member CQHP was
formed to inspect the qualities
of 12-storey and above buildings
and the under-12 storey build-
ings that can accommodate over
500 people in major cities of My-
anmar.

Then, the Union Minister
and party visited Yangon City
Gallery where the booths of
real estate projects for urban
development are displayed.
— MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

24" Myanmar-India
border officials hold
meeting in Nay Pyi Taw

THE 24* Myanmar-India border
officials’ regional level meeting
was held at Aureum Palace
Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw yesterday
morning.

At the meeting represent-
atives from the two sides dis-
cussed security, drugs, border
management, detained persons
from the two countries, MoU
on wild life trade and human
trafficking and capacity raising
matters. Regional level meeting
minute will be signed by heads of
representatives of the two coun-

tries on 24 September.

Border officials’ regional
level meeting were held alter-
natively in Myanmar and In-
dia since signing of an MoU by
Myanmar-India border officials
on 21 January 1994 and the 24™
meeting was held in Nay Pyi Taw.

The meeting was attended
by Ministry of Home Affairs’ Min-
ister Office Director General U
Khaing Tun Oo, India Ministry
of Home Affairs Joint Secretary
Mr Shri Satyendra Garg and of-
ficials.—MNA

The 24% Myanmar-India border officials’ regional level meeting held in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
PHOTO: MNA
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Electrical

Identification System
introduced to UEC

CHAIRMAN of Union Election
Commission U Hla Thein and the
officials observed the Electrical
Identification System introduced
by the Mitsubishi Research In-
stitute (MRID) from Japan.

The system to identify vot-
ers in the elections was demon-
strated at the training hall of
Union Election Commission in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday morning,
and it was attended by General

Manager of Digital Innovation
Division Mr Tomoki Takahashi
of MRI and party, officials and
staff members of UEC.

The General Manager of
MRI explained the system that
can be used to check voter lists
and their information before they
cast their votes at the polling
stations.—MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Chairman of Union Election Commission U Hla Thein poses for the documentary photo with staff members of
UEC and attendees in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Myanmar, ROK hold forum for cooperation in public administration

MYANMAR’S Ministry of Un-
ion Government Office jointly
organized a forum with the Min-
istry of the Interior and Safety of
the Republic of Korea at Hilton
Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday
afternoon.

The forum titled ‘Myan-
mar-Korea Cooperation Forum
on Public Administration’ was
aimed to support the reform pro-
cess of General Administration

of sectors, and the forum is un-
der the joint plan for giving as-
sistance in public administration
of Myanmar. He also remarked
international experiences and
knowledge are crucial for reform
processes in the country.

Mr Yoon Jong-In, the Vice
Minister for Interior and Safety
of ROK, expressed thanks for
organizing the forum to Union
Minister for Union Government

Myanmar and ROK are cooperating
in a wide range of sectors, and
the forum is under the joint plan
for giving assistance in public
administration of Myanmar.

Department in Myanmar.
Deputy Minister U Tin My-

int said that Myanmar and ROK

are cooperating in a wide range

Office U Min Thu, Deputy Min-
ister U Tin Myint and officials
from Nay Pyi Taw Council and
Yangon Region.

Union Minister U Min Thu meeting with Korean Deputy Minister Mr Yoon Jong-In at Hilton Hotel in Nay Pyi

Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

The Korean Vice Minister
recounted the Korean War broke
outjust after the country gained
independence from the 36-year

Deputy Minister U Tin Myint delivers the speech at the forum between Ministry of Union Government Office
and the Ministry of the Interior and Safety of the Republic of Korea in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

period of colonial rule. At that
time GDP of each Korean people
was US$67. While the country
was experiencing bitter conse-
quences of the war, Myanmar
helped ROK with $50,000 worth
of rice without expecting any-
thing in return. It was very sup-
portive for ROK, and the Korean
people are still kept it in mind.

The President of ROK made
a friendly visit to Myanmar from
3 to 5 September.

The two governments
agreed to build mutual trust, to
promote cultural industry and
to share experiences of ROK
development programmes with
Myanmar that is implementing
sustainable development goals
from 2018 to 2030. The plan in-
cludes the strategies for capac-
ity building in public adminis-
tration and promotion of public
services.

He added the forum will

share knowledge on these
matters, and it is expected to
strengthen friendship and trusts
among administrative officials of
the countries.

Then, the senior officials of
both countries posed for a doc-
umentary photo.

At the forum, officials dis-
cussed matters related to local
administration, public service,
human resource management
and capacity-building of civ-
il service personnel, disaster
management and intelligent
transportation system.

The forum was attended
by 80 Myanmar officials and 13
Korean counterparts.

In the afternoon, Union
Minister U Min Thu met with
the Korean Vice Minister Mr
Yoon Jong-In at Hilton Hotel in
Nay Pyi Taw—MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)
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Myanmar, India conduct UN peacekeeping training course in Nay Pyl Taw

DEFENCE SERVICES

AN opening ceremony of the 7
Myanmar-India United Nations
Peacekeeping Training Course

| —
Vice Senior General Soe Win delivers the opening speech at the ceremony o
Peacekeeping Training Course in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

jointly organized by the Myan-
mar Tatmadaw and India’s mili-
tary for the Myanmar Tatmadaw  Park Royal Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw

f Myanmar-India United Nations

to participate in UN peacekeep-
ing operations was held at the

yesterday morning,

Present at the opening cer-
emony were Deputy Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army)
Vice-Senior General Soe Win,
high ranking officers from the Of-
fice of the Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services, Nay Pyi Taw
Command commander, Indian
Ambassador Mr. Saurabh Kumar,
Military Attache Col. Ketan Arun
Mohiter, training officers from
India’s Centre for UN Peace-
keeping (CUNPK) and Tatmad-
aw officers attending the course.

First Vice Senior General
Soe Win and Indian Ambassador
Mr Saurabh Kumar delivered
opening speeches followed with
a power point presentation by
a training officer from India’s
CUNPK on India’s participation
in UN Peacekeeping Operations.

Next Vice Senior General
and party took a commemora-

tive group photo with ceremo-
ny attendees, CUNPK training
officers and trainees attending
the course and then observed
the displayed photo of the course.
The training course is the
seventh of its kind to be con-
ducted and from 2016 to 2019 a
total of 96 officers and 84 other
ranks attended the courses. This
course is attended by 30 officers
and the course covers history
of UN Peacekeeping Force, or-
ganization, regulations, works
conducted, ethics of UN Peace-
keepers, protecting civilians, pro-
tecting children, military-civilian
cooperation, conducting patrols,
convoy security, construction of
company base camp, Blue Hel-
met exercise etc. and will be
held until 4 October, according
to news released by the Office
of the Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services. — MNA
(Translated Zaw Min)

Nay Pyi Taw Council Investment Committee holds

Information Event on Myanmar Investment Law,
Myanmar Companies Law and Procedures

§ - .
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Nay Pyi Taw Council member U Aung Myin Tun delivers the opening speech at the ceremony in Nay Pyi

Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

WITH the guidance of Nay Pyi
Taw Council Investment Com-
mittee, ‘Information Event on
Myanmar Investment Law,
Myanmar Companies Law
and Related Procedures’
which was organized by the
Directorate of Investment and
Company Administration, Nay
Pyi Taw Union Territory Office
held on 23 September 2019 at
the Mount Pleasant Hotel in

the capital.

At the event, U Aung Myin
Tun, the Council Member of
Nay Pyi Taw Council and Nay
Pyi Taw Council Investment
Committee delivered the
opening speech. The mem-
bers of Nay Pyi Taw Council
Investment Committee, the
officials from investment re-
lated departments, business
associations, businessmen

and media, approximately 90
persons, attended the event.

During the event, the
topics on the laws and proce-
dures relating to investment,
company registration, taxation
and labour employment were
presented and the questions
raised by the attendees were
answered and discussed.—
GNLM

Trade Mark Ads

22355,09974424848

Deputy Commerce Minister
receives delegates from
Mekong Institute, EIF

DEPUTY Minister for Com-
merce U Aung Htoo received
Mr Dutta Madhuriya, the Di-
rector of Trade and Investment
Facilitation Department (TIF)
from Mekong Institute, at 11
am yesterday at the ministry
in Nay Pyi Taw.

During the meeting, they
discussed collecting informa-
tion about implementation
of special economic zones in
Lancang-Mekong countries by
using SEZ Online Platform, ca-
pacity building for employees
at the SEZs and preparations
to attract foreign investments
there.

At 2 pm in the same venue,

the Deputy Minister also held
talks with the delegation led
by Mr Ratnakar Adhikari, the
Executive Director of Secre-
tariat office of the Enhanced
Integrated Framework (EIF),
about its assistance in capac-
ity building, e-commerce and
further cooperation in devel-
opment of trade sector.

In partnered with 51 coun-
tries, 24 donors and eight agen-
cies, the EIF works closely with
governments, development
organizations and civil soci-
ety to help Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) use trade
as an engine for development
and poverty reduction.—MNA

Deputy Minister for Commerce U Aung Htoo meets with Mr
Ratnakar Adhikari, the Secretariat of the Enhanced Integrated
Framework (EIF, in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA
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Saudi National Day celebrated in Yangon

& 77
Union Minister U Han Zaw, Yangon Region's Chief Minis
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ter U Phyo Min Thein, Saudi Ambassador to

Myanmar Mr Sahal Moustafa Ahmed Ergesous and their wives and attendees pose for a photo at the
celebration of Saudi National Day in Yangon. PHOTO: MNA

THE Embassy of Saudi Arabia
celebrated the Saudi National
Day, at the Wyndham Grand Ho-
tel in Yangon yesterday evening.

It was attended by Union
Minister for Construction U
Han Zaw and wife, and the event
started with national anthems of

the two countries.

The Union Minister and
wife, Yangon Region’s Chief
Minister and wife, Saudi Am-
bassador to Myanmar Mr Sahal
Moustafa Ahmed Ergesous and
wife cut the ceremonial cake to
mark the national day.

The ceremony was also at-
tended by ambassadors from
the foreign missions in Yangon,
chargé d’affaires, representa-
tives of UN agencies in Myan-
mar and the invited guests.—
MNA

(Translated by Aung Khin)

First in Myanmar: Implementation of
“Garbage Home” system starts in Yangon

IT is learnt that Doh Eain (Our
Home) Social Enterprise start-
ed implementation of Myan-
mar’s first “Garbage Home”
system in Yangon on 22 Sep-
tember.

The new “Garbage Home”
system was being implement-
ed in back alley gardens of 35%
Street and Maha Bandoola Park
Road (upper block) and be-
tween 30" Street and 31 Street.

Yangon was facing chal-
lenges about refuse or gar-
bage and Doh Eain started a
“garbage to gold” movement
two months ago. Doh Eain
group, officials from relevant
government departments and

financial supporter of Doh
Eain group - Building Mar-
kets — were jointly conducting
studies to reduce refuses or
garbage in Yangon. After the
studies, surveys were conduct-
ed on some people in Pabedan
and Kyauktada townships and
found the matter of wet and
dry garbage. Garbage Home
specifically designed for wet
garbage was being introduced
to strengthen the people’s ca-
pability to manage it.

“Peoples in the ward near
the Garbage Home will bring
their wet garbage and discard
it there. Garbage collectors that
we select and employ will seg-

regate wet and dry garbage,
discard the west garbage at
Garbage Home and the dry gar-
bage will be sent to dry garbage
place for recycling,” said Ma
Aye Myat Thu of Doh Eain news
and information in-charge.

Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee had begun
the clearance and collection
of garbage project from back
alleys starting from 15 August
2016 and in doing so, it had col-
lected more than 15,000 tons of
garbage from 767 back alleys
on the downtown six townships
and related 13 townships it is
learnt. —Ko Htat

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Water Economic Forum
shares knowledge on water
resource management

A FORUM to discuss water
supply in Yangon was held at
the Union of Myanmar Federa-
tion of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry on 22 September
afternoon.

Yangon Mayor U Maung
Maung Soe made an opening
remark at the forum.

U Myint Naing, the chair-
man of May Kha Hostel Foun-
dation, explained the event,
followed by the presentations
of Economist Dr Thein Swe,
Deputy Director of YCDC Daw
Thwe Naing Oo and Assistant
Director U Zaw Win Aung.

They discussed the existing
and future water distribution
systems in Yangon, and the
need of all inclusion in produc-
ing fresh water as one billion
of people are expected to face
shortage of household water,
out of an estimated 10 billion
people in the world by 2050.

Chief Editor of Eco Echo
Journal performed as a mod-
erator to lead the forum.

Distribution of water in
Yangon reached to just tens
of thousands of people in 1842.
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Kandawgyi and Inya lakes were
developed in 1879 and 1884 re-
spectively. In the following years
Hlawga Reservoir emerged in
1904, Gyobyu Reservoir in 1940,
Phugyi Reservoir in 1989, and
Ngamoeyeik Reservoir in 2014.

About 205 million gallons
of household water is distrib-
uted to people in Yangon for 13
hours each day— 90 per cent
is from the reservoirs and the
remaining 10 per cent is from
tube wells.

Charges for water are K
200 per unit in Mandalay, K
110 in Nay Pyi Taw and K 88
in Yangon. These rates are the
lowest charges among ASEAN
countries.

The experts also suggested
at the forum to avoid excess use
water in Myanmar, giving an ex-
ample of Dubai where cash fines
could reduce from 491 cases for
reckless use of water in 2012 to
378 cases in 2013.

The YCDC has also planned
to get water from the new pro-
jects of Kokkowa and Toe riv-
ers.—Aung Thura

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Bsirny

Water Economic Forum held at the UMFCCI in Yangon on 22 September.

PHOTO: AUNG THURA

Tourists enjoys traditional
Naga dance in Homalin

NINE DANCE troupes repre-
senting the Naga ethnic tribe
performed traditional dances,
including the bonfire dance, at the
Naga Cultural Grounds in Homa-
lin, Sagaing Region yesterday for
a group of tourists.

The group comprised about
43 tourists. They were visiting the
town as part of their cruise along
the Ayeyawady River.

They went to Homalin to ob-

serve the traditional culture and
customs of the Naga ethnic tribe
in the town.

This is the fourth such visit
by tourists this year to the town.
—Lin Lin @PRD)

Naga ethnic tribe and tourists
participate in traditional dance
at the Naga Cultural Grounds
in Homalin. PHOTO: LIN LIN
(IPRD)
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Over 1,500 YBS buses to get e-ticketing machines in
initial phase of e-payment project

OVER 1,500 buses will get
e-ticketing machines in the
initial stage of the YBS e-pay-
ment project, according to Asia
Starmar Transport Intelligent
Co Ltd, the tender winner for
the YBS card system.

“At first, e-ticketing ma-
chines will be installed on 1,500
YBS buses. Shortly thereafter,
more buses will get the ma-
chines,” said Daw Ni Ni Khin
from Asia Starmar Transport
Intelligent Co Ltd.

The Yangon Region Trans-
port Authority (YRTA) is plan-
ning to launch the prepaid
card payment system on YBS
buses in October, as a cashless
payment system will be more
convenient and secure for pas-
sengers.

“The YBS e-ticket system
will be the first priority for the
YRTA this year. At present, we
are studying the routes to set
a fair price,” according to the
YRTA.

“The electronic ticketing
system is complex, and it will

YBS staff demonstrates use of e-ticket machine with the card payment
system. PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR

take some time to implement
as legal, financial, and technical
matters are involved. The Asia
Starmar Transport Intelligent
Co. Ltd is implementing the
e-ticketing system for YBS bus
lines,” according to the transport
authority.

“We are carefully and sys-

tematically observing the bus
lines to achieve a balance for
both commuters and bus lines.
The company is preparing to in-
stall the machines. We are still
discussing which bus route and
bus line we should start,” said U
Hla Aung, the Joint Secretary of
the YRTA.

Under the e-ticket system,
the cost of the trip will depend on
how far a passenger travels, and
the related experts are working
out the fares.

“The bus fare will depend
on the distance travelled. Two
machines will be installed on
each bus near the front and
rear doors. When passengers
get on the bus, they will pass
both machines which will record
information about the time when
they boarded the bus and cut the
bus fare depending on the travel
distance. Experts are working on
this,” said U Hla Aung.

“At the preliminary stage
of the e-payment project, cash
boxes will be continued for some
time, in case passengers face
difficulties using e-tickets. Most
commuters will not be used to
it at first and may face some is-
sues. The YRTA is working to
make sure passengers can get
tickets easily,” he added. — My-
int Maung Soe

(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

Bago Region marks one year
without elephant poaching

THE Bago Region Government
held an event on 23 September
to mark one year without a sin-
gle elephant found killed in the
region by poachers. The event
was held at the Oakthar Kyaw
Hotel along the Yangon-Manda-
lay Highway Road in Bago Town.
Dr Saw Nyo Win, the Bago
Region Minister for Natural Re-
sources, Environmental Conser-
vation and Development Affairs
said the region has seen zero
elephants being poached in one
whole year; and the number of
poachers has also depleted.

The conflict between res-
idents and wild elephants has
also decreased due to collabora-
tive action by respective depart-
ments, and officials will continue
with elephant conservation op-
erations, he added.

Afterwards, Dr Saw Nyo
Win and Bago Region Forest
Department Director U Zaw Oo
presented awards to 80 officials
— 20 Forest Department staff
and 60 members of the Forest-
ry Police Force and Myanmar
Police Force.

In Bago Region, outposts
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Bago

Region Minister for Natural Resources, Environmental Conservation

and Development Affairs Dr Saw Nyo Win presents award to official from the
Forestry Police Force at the event. PHOTO: TIN SOE (BAGO)

have been set up at elephant pas-
tures, and the concerned depart-
ments have been raising aware-

ness on wildlife preservation and
poaching. — Tin Soe (Bago)
(Translated by La Wonn)

3 killed, 2 missing after boat capsizes in Kyunsu Township

A boat carrying 16 persons
from Waryit village-tract in

Kyunsu Township, Taninthayi
Region capsized around 2 pm

efighters areEarrylng out re';ciié'éﬁé'ratjiéns after aboat capsizesin =
Kyunsu Township, Taninthayi Region. - PHOTO: KHINE HTOO (IPRD)

on 22 September, leaving three
villagers dead and two missing.
During rescue operations,
two bodies were fished out in
the evening and one body was
recovered after a day. Resi-
dents of nearby villages have
launched a search for the two
missing persons, according
to U Win Cho, the Pyin Nge
Village Administrator. Fifteen
vessels have been enlisted for
the search, he added.
According to reports, the
30’x4’ motor boat was on its way

from Tawtan Village to Waryit
Village on the Taninthayi River,
when it struck a tree stump.
The boat keeled over and sank.
At the time, five of the 16 pas-
sengers could not be located.
While three passengers were
later found dead, two are still
missing.

Firefighters from the Mye-
ik Township Fire Services De-
partment are currently leading
rescue operations in the river.
— Khine Htoo IPRD)

(Translated by La Wonn)
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Jade merchants check the quality of a jade stone during the mid-year
Myanma Gem Emporium in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: AYE THAN

FROM PAGE-1 China is the largest jade buyer
Jade is a major source of from Myanmar, purchasing
export earnings in Myanmar. nearly 99 per cent of the total
Among other countries, jade export. The largest jade

Nearly 1000 jade lots worth Euro 60 min sold on 8th day of Gem Emporium

Traders evaluate jade stones at the 8" day of Mid-Year Myanma Gems Emporium in Nay Pyi Taw.

PHOTO: AYE THAN

trader groups come from Chi-
na, Hong Kong, Japan, and
South Korea to the Gems Em-
porium in Myanmar, which is

held in Nay Pyi Taw twice a
year. The emporium will be
held until 25 September. A to-
tal of 6,865 merchants from 26

countries were invited to the

emporium. — Myo Thu Hein

(Photo Aye Than)
(Translated by TTN)

Yangon regional tourism committee
endorses projects worth K10.537 bln

FROM PAGE-1

Earlier, the hotels and
tourism sector was regulat-
ed by the Union government.
Under the Myanmar Tourism
Law 2018, the sector has been
decentralized and more power
given to the regional and state
governments, said Naw Pan
Thinzar Myo, the Yangon Re-
gion Minister for Kayin Ethnic

Affairs and the deputy chair-
man of the regional tourism
committee.

Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister U Phyo Min Thein is the
chairman of the committee.

The members of the com-
mittee include officials from
the Ministry of Home Affairs,
the Ministry of Religious Af-
fairs and Culture, the Ministry
of Labour, Immigration and

Population, the Directorate
of Hotels and Tourism, the
Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation, the Yangon
City Development Committee,
the Union of Myanmar Travel
Association, and Civil Society
Organizations.

(Translated by Ei Myat
Mon)

Mineral exports down $635.8 min
in current fiscal

MYANMAR’S mineral exports
were registered at US$1.38
billion between 1 October,
2018 and 13 September, 2019
in the current financial year,
according to data provided by
the Ministry of Commerce.

The figure shows a de-
crease of $635.8 million com-
pared with $2 billion recorded
in the year-ago period.

Of the seven export
groups, shipments of agricul-
ture, livestock, fishery, and
finished industrial goods have

shown an increase, while the
exports of minerals, forest
products, and other goods
have declined. The extrac-
tion of natural resources is
limited and thus, exports of
forest products and mineral
have dropped significantly
this year.

Exports were valued at
$3.13 billion for agro prod-
ucts, $354.7 million for live-
stock, $695.7 million for fish-
ery products, $1.38 billion for
minerals, $166.39 million for

forest products, $9.48 billion
for manufactured goods, and
$749.8 million for other goods.
The country’s export sec-
tor relies more on the agricul-
ture and manufacturing sec-
tors. While export earnings
from the CMP (cut, make, and
pack) garment businesses are
rising, the country’s reliance
on natural resources such as
natural gas and jade is less-
ening. —GNLM
(Translated by
Ei Myat Mon)

Elephant foot yam price
fetches double

FARMERS, who cultivate ele-
phant foot yams or Amorphop-
hallus paeoniifolius, in Kayin
State are receiving more income
as its price has been double this
year compared with the previous
year.

The locals in Shan Ywa Thit
of Hpa-an District raised this
crop at the same time with reg-
ular farming.

A farmer said, “The cost for
elephant foot yam cultivation is

not as high as other crops. Ad-
ditional family income can be
expected from this.”

The elephant foot yams
are harvested from Wagaung to
Tawthalin months (August-Sep-
tember).

Local farmers in Shan
Ywa Thit earn K1,300 per viss
in this year’s harvest at the lo-
cal market in Methamu village.
—Wailu (IPRD)

(Translated by Aung Khin)

Elephant foot yams flows into market in Hpa-an. PHOTO: WAILU (IPRD)
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To combat
noise pollution,
laws alone not
enough

OST people are familiar with the three most common

types of environmental pollution — air, water, and land.
Other types of pollution — noise, light, thermal, and visual —
are less known. Noise pollution, in particular, has been on our
mind a lot lately.

Noise pollution is among the environmental issues fac-
ing Myanmar. High noise
level affects many things,
and is prevalent every-

COHSideHDg where nowadays, espe-

. cially in populous cities.

the 1mpaCt Ol Higher-than-permissible

: level of sound is becoming

pU-th healthr we a problem that needs to be
all must follow tackled urgently

Noise from vehicles on

the fUle Stﬂcﬂy the road, loud music, and

. the blare of loudspeakers

Unnecessa]fy has become the norm these

) days. In the opening sea-

hOHleg and son, noise pollution resulted

. from higher-than-permis-

10Ud N0OISES sible levels of sound from

loudspeakers on vehicles

ShOUld be participating in processions

across the cities, music

banned and from stage shows held in

nvite he avy wards, and during religious

. festivals.
penaltle S In a nutshell, any sound

that disturbs peace is noise,
regardless of whether peo-
ple are used to it or not. But
have we ever stopped to think about the effects of noise pollution
on humans?

The social and behavioural effects of noise exposure are
complex, subtle, and indirect. They give rise to aggressiveness,
unfriendliness and disengagement—attributes that are begin-
ning to define the residents of overcrowded and unplanned
cities. Noise pollution also impairs performance at school and
work, reduces motivation, and increases the scope for error.

A democratic system guarantees democratic rights and
human rights to the people. However, we must respect the
rights of other people while we are enjoying our rights. We must
try to prevent any form of pollution which can impact others.

Civil conduct or democratic practice involves cultivating
behaviour that does not cause any harm to others or disturb
them in any manner.

The present Ward or Village-tract Administration Law
prohibits any noise that is deemed loud enough to be con-
sidered a public nuisance. The use of loudspeakers requires
prior approval from local authorities, and any unlawful use is
punishable by law.

Considering the impact on public health, we all must follow
the rule strictly. Unnecessary honking and loud noises should
be banned and invite heavy penalties.

But, laws alone are not enough to combat this new plague.
Educating people on the adverse effects of noise pollution,
unnecessary sounds from mobile phones in public places for
instance, is equally important to meet our instinctive need for
quiet and peace. ™

Learning Delivery Systems

EARNING is a process
which starts at birth and
continues until death .
A new born child, has
to “learn” to cope with the envi-
ronment (helped by it’s parents
of course) and survive. It’s the
process of learning which will
enable it to cope with life and the
environment as it grows older.
Learning is a lifelong process.

Learning can be experiential,
self acquired or facilitated by a
learning provider who “transfers”
his/her learning by various means
including by examples, teach-
ing, guiding and other means. In
the domain of formal learning,
face to face teaching and guiding,
possibly with the help of written
materials, have been the primary
means of transferring learning for
centuries past. The “delivery “of
learning is dependent much on
the teacher’s ability to teach and
the learners ability and motivation
to learn.

Though a continuing process
throughout life, “learning” has
been divided into “levels” by “Ed-
ucators” over the past few centu-
ries. It addressed the “learning
“ culture of entire populations as
being related to Pre-primary and
Primary, Secondary and Tertiary
Levels with further sub-divisions
within each level. This “Level”
concept, in modern days is embod-
ied in the National Qualifications
Frameworks being developed by
many countries to facilitate iden-
tification and quality assurance
of the learning outcomes as well
as the international comparison
of the qualifications bestowed at
each “level”.

Of the three main levels
mentioned above the most im-
portant is the “Pre-primary and
Primary Level” which relate to
the “formative” years of the child
and is said to include the most
“receptive” learning period of it’s
entire life. Hence pre-primary lev-
el of learning is of utmost impor-
tance for proper development of
learning abilities throughout life.
The Government is giving much
attention to “learning and early
development” of the Child . It has
also made “primary education”
compulsory and delivered free of
charge. Itis also taking measures
to regulate “Child Learning and
Development “ by the Private sec-
tor undertakings to ensure quality
of “education” and guard against

aqiom 3 P I'I‘.f:". €\
i

P VL B .,

By Lokethar

Pre-primary level of learning is of utmost importance for proper development of learning abilities throughout life. PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR

“undesirable outcomes”.

We all know of the “resistance
“displayed by a child when intro-
duced to the Mukyoe (Pre-Prima-
ry) . This is a natural reaction to
“change” in the “environment”
of the child. The creation of an
environment conducive to tackling
the behaviours of the “school fear-
ing child” is needed - at the same
time ensuring that the “Rights
of the Child” are strictly taken
into account. The design of the
“child learning environment”
usually focuses on the “curiosi-
ty” and the “interest” of the child
in the teaching-learning process.
Teachers, professionally trained
in “teaching” and “child learning
management” are of utmost im-
portance.

Traditionally, in all countries
of the world, “Teachers” have
played the leading role in the
“Teaching-Learning” process at
all levels. It is mostly a one way
communication process in which
the teacher is often the sole com-
municator. It has been the prime
“learning delivery modality” for
all ages.

There are many “types” (for
lack of a better word) of teach-
ers. The most common “type“
are “chalk and talk” advocates.

In the class room, they painstak-
ingly write “notes” on the black
board. The practice of notes
giving has been so entrenched
that many students take it for
granted. In fact they would even
ask any teacher not giving notes
to please do so. The fact is that
the traditional “learning delivery
system” has largely been “chalk
and talk” with “notes giving and
rote learning” the main “learning
delivery” modality. The purpose of
making the learner “understand”
what is being taught has unfortu-
nately been “overlooked” by many
teachers.

Required reading of the pre-
scribed text books is an impor-
tant part of the “learning delivery
system”. But it seems most stu-
dents now a days are not so keen
about reading material, except
the notes. This habit has to be
tackled and the “Teachers” should
encourage students to read, at
least their prescribed books and
explain to them what they don’t
understand.

There are many other teach-
ing methods, including Group
Discussion, Case Studies, Assign-
ments, Projects, Simulations and
what not. But each has it’s limi-
tation of application depending

on the level of learning, teaching
environment, teacher to student
ratio, availability of teaching aids
ete. Of course most “Teachers”
would probably know what I have
been talking about, may be to a
greater extent than 1.

The intention of this article is

effective tool the use of which
is becoming “commonplace” in
teaching-learning and information
dissemination environment.
The next “modality” is to
“bring the world to the learning
environment”. This is possible
with the “learning environment”

Required reading of the prescribed
text books 1s an Important part of
the "learning delivery systerm’. But it
seems most students now a days
are Not so keen about reading mate-
rial, except the notes.

to present, the concept of an inte-
grated “learning delivery system”
which canbe defined as “the ways
different modalities work together
to deliver learning content”.
Nowadays every one is aware
of the impact of Information Tech-
nology on dissemination of infor-
mation and knowledge. Take for
instance the Power Point Pres-
entation used as a communi-
cation modality. In fact we see
it’s effective use even in public
debates and discussion. It is an

being linked to the “Internet”.
On-line accessing of appropriate
“learning material” can be made
for the “learning” of chosen sub-
jects or topics (On-line-learning
asitis also called). In the case of
“websites” which provide “free
access” to such learning mate-
rial, it can be easily “brought” to
the “learners”. For explanation
of basic “principles” with “picto-
rial “ animations, like for instance
how an Internal Combustion En-
gine works, such basic “teach-

ing material” can be accessed
through the internet and help
the teacher to beneficially use it
in the teaching-learning process.
On-line learning is also applicable
to “Distance Learning” with the
teacher providing “learning ma-
terials” to the students through
the internet.

Another aspect of on-line
learning can be through the Mo-
bile phones which are nowadays
commonplace. M-learning as it
is known, can provide “instant
learning” in many situations. In
fact it seems that “professionals”
often use it to access information
about the latest developments and
techniques related to the practice
of their professions.

Of course, it goes without say-
ing that a working knowledge at
least of the “English Language”
which, due to our being colonized
in the past by the British” and
which is familiar to most Myan-
mars, is essential for “browsing
the Internet” for appropriate
learning materials.

Learning environments with
the learning facilities mentioned
above could, as of now, not be prac-
tically applicable to all learning
environments. However for the
present, at least the “libraries”
of the major learning centres
like Universities and other Insti-
tutes of Higher Learning could
be developed to include “Learn-
ing Centres” incorporating the
abovementioned “Learning De-
livery Systems” to particularly
enable their students, particularly
the post graduate students and
researchers to pursue learning
and “knowledge search” more
effectively.

Besides “enabling learning®
in a “Institutional learning en-
vironment” situation, arranging
occasional “visits” to work places
related to the students’ fields of
study will help them gain insight
into the “real” world of work, and
perhaps increase their motivation
to “learn” to be part of it. Such on-
site visits can be said to be another
modality of the “learning delivery
system”

At the end of the day, where
it comes to attaining the “learn-
ing outcomes” by the students,
a lot depends on the quality of
the “Learning Delivery System”
including the role played by the

“Teacher” who uses it.
CY ] ]

President’s Office continues
announcement of illegal
drug arrests, seizures acting
on tip-offs

THE Office of the President issued Press Release No. 36/2019
yesterday, publicly announcing the Ministry of Home Affairs’
arrests and seizures in the fight against illicit drug trafficking
up till 21 September.

The ministry made the arrests, acting on information, sent
to the Drug Activity Special Complaint Department of the Office
of the President as of 21 September.

The full text of the press release will be reported in the 24
September issue of The Global New Light of Myanmar— GNLM

.

Myanmar Minlsiry of
Redigeous Affairs and Culture

Vietnam Embassy in Myanmar

VIETNAM - MYANMAR CULTURAL EXCHANGE

Tradilisnal and, Msdern Colors

YANGON, SEPTEMBER 28th. 2019

Myanmar Daily Weather Repor

(Issued at 7:00 pm Monday 23" September, 2019)

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy over
the North Bay and monsoon is weak over the Andaman Sea and
elsewhere over the Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL AFTERNOON OF THE 24 Sep-
tember, 2019: Rain or thundershowers will be isolated in Shan
and Kayah States, scattered in Lower Sagaing and Mandalay
Regions, Kayin and Mon States, fairly widespread in Nay Pyi Taw,
Magway, Bago, Yangon and Ayeyawady Regions and Rakhine
State and widespread in the remaining Regions and States with
isolated heavyfall in Magway Region. Degree of certainty is (80%).

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be slight to moderate in Myan-
mar waters. Wave height will be about (3-7) feet off and along
Myanmar Coasts.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Continuation
of thundery activities in Deltaic areas.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 24 September, 2019: Isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA
FOR 24 September, 2019: Isolated rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is (100%).

FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 24 September, 2019: Isolated rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty is (80%).
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Ministry of Office of the Union Government Deputy Minister U Tin Myint holds talks with a delegation led by the
Republic of Korea Vice Minister of the Interior and Safety Mr Yoon Jong-In in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO:

Deputy Minister meets ROK Vice-
Minister of Interior and Safety

DEPUTY Minister for Office of
the Union Government U Tin
Myint met a delegation led by
Republic of Korea Vice Minis-
ter of the Interior and Safety Mr
Yoon Jong-In at Hilton Hotel,
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday morning.

The Korean Vice Minister
and delegation were in Myanmar
to attend the Myanmar-Korea
Cooperation Forum on Public
Administration.

At the meeting, matters re-
lating to administrative reform
works of Ministry of Union Gov-

ernment Office, conduct of One
Stop Shops and works toward
raising the capacity of the per-
sonnel were openly discussed.
Present at the meeting were
General Administrative Depart-
ment (GAD) Director General
U Myint Than, Union Civil Ser-
vice Board Deputy Permanent
Secretary U Myint Swe, GAD
Deputy Director General Daw
Swe Swe Naing, Deputy Direc-
tor General U Nyi Nyi Min and
officials. — MNA
(Translated by Zaw Min)

Paris Tutankhamun show sets
new record with 1.42 min visitors

PARIS (France) — A blockbuster
Tutankhamun show set a new
all-time French record Sunday,
with 1.42 million visitors flocking
to see the exhibition in Paris, the
organisers said.

The turnout beat the previ-
ous record set by another Tut-
ankhamun show billed as the “ex-
hibition of the century” in 1967,
when 1.24 million queued to see
“Tutankhamun and His Times”
at the Petit Palais.

“Tutankhamun: Treasures
of the Golden Pharaoh” — which
has been described as a “once in
a generation” show — will open
in London in November. The last
time a show of comparable size
about the boy king opened there
in 1972 it sparked “Tutmania”,
with 1.6 million people thronging
the British Museum.

More than 150 treasures
from the monarch’s tomb — in-
cluding 60 which have never left
Egypt before—have been assem-
bled for the show. The Egyptian
Ministry for Antiquities said this
was the largest number of Tut-
ankhamun artefacts ever to have
left Cairo. Almost all of the 3,400
exhibits come from the Egyptian

Museum in Cairo’s Tahrir Square,
and are never likely to leave the
country again.

‘Unparalleled collection’

Its unparalleled collection
is being transferred to the enor-
mous new Grand Egyptian Mu-
seum near the pyramids at Giza,
which is due to open next year.

Mostafa Waziry, the Egyptian
ministry’s secretary general, said
the show— which also visits Syd-
ney next year — will help pay for
the new Giza museum.

The country’s Minister of An-
tiquities, Khaled El-Enany, said
he was “sure that the immense
interest in the exhibition will en-
courage millions of visitors... to
visit Egypt’s museums and re-
markable sites.”

And the Louvre, which
loaned the greatest piece in its
Egyptian collection, the statue
of Amon — the king of the gods
— protecting Tutankhamun, also
hailed the show’s runaway suc-
cess.

“It confirms, if confirmation
were needed, how passionate the
French people are about Egyptian
antiquity;” it said— AFP B

Egyptian authorities say the show displays the largest number of
Tutankhamun artefacts ever to have left Cairo. PHOTO: AFP

Japan roboticists predict rise of the machines

SEIKA (Japan) — Set in 2019, cult
80s movie “Blade Runner” envis-
aged aneon-stained landscape of
bionic “replicants” genetically en-
gineered to lookjust like humans.

So far that has failed to mate-
rialise, but at a secretive research
institute in western Japan, wild-
haired roboticist Hiroshi Ishig-
uro is fine-tuning technology that
could blur the line between man
and machine.

Highly intelligent, self-aware
and helpful around the house —
the robots of the future could look
and actjust like humans and even
become their friends, Ishiguro
and his team predict.

“I don’t know when a ‘Blade
Runner’ future will happen, but I
believe it will,” the Osaka Univer-
sity professor told AFP

“Every year we’re develop-
ing new technology — like deep
learning, which has improved the
performance of pattern recogni-
tion,” he added.

“Now we’re focusing on in-
tention and desire, and if we im-
plement them into robots whether
they become more human-like.”

Robots are already widely
used in Japan — from cooking
noodles to helping patients with
physiotherapy.

Marketed as the world’s first
“cyborg-type” robot, HAL (hybrid
assistive limb) — developed by
Tsukuba University and Japanese
company Cyberdyne —is helping
people in wheelchairs walk again
using sensors connected to the
unit’s control system.

Scientists believe service
robots will one day help us with
household chores, from taking
out the garbage to making the
perfect slice of toast.

Stockbrokers in Japan and
around the world are already de-
ploying Al bots to forecast stock

The file photo taken on 16 June 2019 shows an assistant (L) for
robotician Hiroshi Ishiguro “talking” with a robot at the research centre
in Osaka. PHOTO: AFP

market trends and science fic-
tion’s rapid advance towards sci-
ence fact owes much to the likes
of Ishiguro.

He previously created an
android copy of himself — using
complex moving parts, electron-
ics, silicone skin and his own hair
—that he sends on business trips
in his place.

‘Wake up, time to die’

But Ishiguro believes recent
breakthroughs in robotics and
artificial intelligence will accel-
erate the synthesis of man and
machine.

“As a scientist, I hope to de-
velop self-conscious robots like
you see in ‘Blade Runner’ to help
me understand what it is to be hu-
man,” he said. “That’s my motiva-
tion.” The point at which that line
between humans and machines
converges has long been a source
of anxiety for some, as depicted in
popular culture.

In “Blade Runner”, Harrison
Ford plays a police officer who
tracks down and Kills replicants
that have escaped and are living
among the population in Los An-
geles. The “Terminator” series

starring Arnold Schwarzenegger
centres on a self-aware computer
network which initiates a nuclear
holocaust and, through autono-
mous military machines, wages
war against human survivors.—

“I can’t understand why Hol-
lywood wants to destroy robots,”
shrugged Ishiguro, who in 2007
was named one of the top 100 liv-
ing geniuses by global consultants
firm Synectics.

“Look at Japanese cartoons
and animations — robots are al-
ways friendly. We have a totally
different cultural background,”
noted the professor. It’s not just
Hollywood that has concerns over
Al Tesla’s Elon Musk has called
for a global ban on killer robots,
warning technological advances
could revolutionise warfare and
create new “weapons of terror”
that target innocent people.

But Ishiguro insists there is
no inherent danger in machines
becoming self-aware or surpass-
ing human intelligence. “We don’t
need to fear Al or robots, the risk
is controllable,” he said. “My basic
idea is that there is no difference
between humans and robots.”—
AFP B
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As Abe heads off to NY, Japan-US trade deal, Iran in focus

NEW YORK— Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe embarks
Monday on a trip to New York with
two deals in mind —an envisaged
Japan-US trade agreement and
the strained Iran nuclear accord
at the center of rising tensions in
the Middle East.

Abe is scheduled to attend
the UN General Assembly for
the seventh straight year, giving
a speech on Tuesday that will
emphasize Japan’s support for
a multilateral approach to tack-
ling global issues ranging from
climate change to marine plastic
debris.

One major highlight of his
trip, however, will be his meet-
ing with US President Donald
Trump on Wednesday as they will
likely sign a bilateral trade deal
after negotiations that began with
Washington dangling the threat
of higher auto tariffs.

The deal, which Trump may
claim as a victory, would see Ja-
pan cut tariffs on beef and pork
and help mollify US farmers who
say they have been at a disadvan-
tage since the entry into force of
free trade agreements without
the United States, including a re-
vised Trans-Pacific Partnership.

High on the priority list for
Japan is to secure assurances
from the United States that it

File photo shows Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. PHOTO:
KYODO NEWS

will not impose higher tariffs on
auto imports. In the run-up to the
summit, Japan’s top negotiator
ToshimitsuMotegi, who recent-
ly became foreign minister, and
US Trade Representative Robert
Lighthizer plan to finish off the
remaining work on the deal.

Trade may steal the spot-
light in the Abe-Trump meeting
but Iran is also on the agenda.
Triggered by Washington’s with-
drawal from the 2015 nuclear deal
between Tehran and major pow-
ers and re-imposition of economic
sanctions, the US-Iran standoff
has intensified.

Tension in the Middle East
has spiked since recent drone
attacks on oil facilities in Sau-

di Arabia that have sent crude
oil prices higher due to supply
concerns.

Yemen’s Houthi rebels
claimed responsibility for the
attacks, which the United States
has blamed on Iran. Tehran has
denied its involvement.

On Friday, the United States
stepped up its sanctions on Iran
and also decided to send more US
troops to Saudi Arabia.

Japanese officials say Abe
is expected to ask Trump not to
escalate tensions and avoid un-
intended military clashes in the
region. As stability in the Middle
East is critical for Japan, which
relies heavily on energy imports
from the region, Abe is set to call
for dialogue with Iran.

Before meeting with Trump,
Abe will sit down with Iran’s
President Hassan Rouhani on
Tuesday, looking to stress the im-
portance of talks with the United
States, according to the officials.

Abe has been seeking to
mediate between the United
States and Iran. He visited Iran
in June, becoming the first sitting
Japanese leader to do so in over
four decades. Abe also plans to
encourage Iran to follow com-
mitments under the 2015 nuclear
deal. Iran has been seeking to
speed up uranium enrichment

in apparent protest against the
United States for stepping away
from the accord.

Japan, which is not a signa-
tory to the deal, has consistently
backed it. Abe is also scheduled
to meet with Jordan’s King Ab-
dullah IT, UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres and European
Council President Donald Tusk
on the fringes of UN meetings.

Motegi is making his debut
as foreign minister in New York,
while Shinjiro Koizumi, Japan’s
rising political star who assumed
the role of environment minister
in this month’s Cabinet reshuffle
by Abe, will attend a UN meeting
on climate change.

Motegi will likely meet with
his counterparts, including US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
during his stay through Friday:.

The focus is on whether
Motegi will hold talks with South
Korean Foreign Minister Kang
Kyung Wha amid deteriorating
bilateral ties over trade and war-
time history issues. Japanese
government sources have said
they could meet Thursday.

Afterleaving New York, Abe
plans to travel to Belgium to de-
liver a speech at a forum on the
Asia-Europe relationship on Fri-
day. He will return to Japan on
Saturday. —Kyodo News M

Indonesia blames 737
MAX design for Lion
Air crash: report

NEW YORK (United States)
— Indonesian authorities have
cited failures in the Boeing 737
MAX design and oversight as
contributing to the 2018 Lion
Air plane crash, the Wall Street
Journal reported on Sunday.

The report into the crash,
which will be formally released
in early November, also blames
pilot error and maintenance is-
sues for the crash that killed 189
people shortly after the flight de-
parted from Jakarta last October,
the newspaper said.

The Boeing plane model
was later grounded worldwide
after an Ethiopian Airlines 737
MAX crashed after taking off
from Addis Ababa in March,
killing 157 people.

Preliminary investigations
into both accidents have impli-
cated the MCAS anti-stall sys-
tem, designed specifically for the
737 MAX.

Indonesian investigators
could still change their findings,
which have been shared with the
US Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) and National Trans-
portation Safety Board (NTSB),
the Journal said.

US officials are scheduled to
visit Indonesia at the end of Sep-
tember to discuss the report, in
which Indonesian investigators
list some 100 factors in the crash.

While the NTSB is unlikely
to object to the findings, Boeing
and the FAA are worried that the
report “will unduly emphasize
design and FAA certification mis-
steps,” the newspaper reported,
citing unnamed sources familiar
with the matter.

“Boeing continues to sup-
port the investigation as the acci-
dent report is being completed,”
a spokesman for the company
told AFP.

The FAA and NTSB declined

Boeing 737 MAX airplanes were grou

nded worldwide after the Lion Air

and Ethiopian Airlines crashes in 2018. PHOTO: AFP

to comment, referring questions
to the Indonesian authorities.
“For the time being we can-
not comment since the final re-
port is still being processed by
the relevant parties so they can
provide input,” HaryoSatmiko,
deputy chairman of Indonesia’s
National Transportation Safety
Committee, told AFP on Monday.
The NTSB is preparing to
announce “around the end of
the month” recommendations
to improve pilot and crew train-
ing, and to the FAA’s certification
process for new airplane models,

according to the Journal.

A panel of international reg-
ulators set up by the FAA is also
expected in the coming weeks
to submit a report critical of the
relationship between Boeing and
the agency.

New FAA head Steve Dick-
son is to meet with his interna-
tional counterparts on Monday
ahead of an International Civil
Aviation Organization meeting
in Montreal to discuss Boeing’s
proposed changes to the 737
MAX and its eventual return to
service—AFPH

Typhoon Tapah
leaves 30 injured,
downgraded to
extratropical cyclone

TOKYO — Typhoon Tapah,
which left dozens of people
injured in southern and south-
western Japan, weakened to an
extratropical cyclone Monday
in the Sea of Japan, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said.

The season’s 17th typhoon,
which traveled over the sea
through Monday morning, has
left 30 injured in Okinawa and
Kyushu regions as it brought
strong winds over the week-
end, according to the Fire and
Disaster Management Agency. _
Kyodo News

14 militants killed in
eastern Afghanistan

GHAZNI (Afghanistan) — The
Afghan security forces launched
a series of operations in the
eastern Ghazni province, killing
14 militants loyal to the Taliban
group, the local government
said on Monday.

The operations were staged
in turbulent KhawjaOmari and
Dih Yak districts late on Sunday;,
the government said in a state-
ment. Seven arms and weapons
caches of the Taliban have also
been destroyed following the
security forces’ operations,
according to the statement.
—Xinhua @

Dengue fever death
toll climbs to 75 in
Bangladesh

DHAKA — The mosquito-borne
dengue fever has claimed 75
lives and infected over 85,000
persons across Bangladesh so
far this year.

The death toll climbed to
75 on Monday as the Bangla-
deshi government confirmed
seven more dengue fever
deaths including four this
month and three last month,
according to the latest figure
reported by the Directorate
General of Health Services
(DGHS) under the Ministry of
Health.

According to report, the
deaths included two in April, six
in June, 32 in July, 31in August
and four this month.— Xinhua @
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Keeping the
thread alive
at a Viet Nam
silk village

NAM DINH (Viet Nam) —
Cocoons bob in boiling wa-
ter as silkis rapidly teased
out, spinning on reels skil-
fully operated by women
in Viet Nam’s Co Chat
village, where households
have been making thread
for more than a century.

The village in Nam
Dinh province, two hours
south of the capital Hanoi,
is nearing the end of silk
production season.

Dozens of workers,
mostly women, in the bus-
tling workshops stir the
vats, gently unwinding
the fibre from the cocoons
through clouds of rising
steam.

Once the yellow and
white fibres are spun onto
wooden reels, workers
hang them in the sun to dry.

“Production from the
silkworm cocoons depends
90 percent on the weath-
er;” says workshop owner
Pham Van Ba, whose fami-
ly has been spinning thread
for three generations.

“Our products will
be ruined” if it’s not dried
under the sun, he tells
AFE explaining that even
good quality thread can
be marred by inclement
weather. Around 30 kilo-
grams of cocoons are
processed by each work-
er every day, and the final
threads are sold to trad-
ers exporting to Laos and
Thailand. While a few
households have invested
in modern silk-reeling ma-
chines, the majority choose
to unwind the cocoons us-
ing chopsticks, even if it
means sweating through
the summer heat in stuffy
workshops. Doing it man-
ually makes it easier to
salvage usable silk thread
from cocoons even if they
are not good, Ba says.

Each labourer earns
around $10 a day, but work-
er Tran ThiHien describes
the work as “precarious”.

“If the market price
goes up, then we make
some profit. Otherwise, it’s
only enough to cover our
expenses,” the 37-year-old
says, sitting next to baskets
of yellow cocoons, waiting
to be sorted —AFPH

‘Thrones’ wins top drama Emmy
as ‘Fleabag’ springs a surprise

LOS ANGELES (Unit-
ed States) — “Game of
Thrones” took the top
Emmy for best drama
Sunday but dark British
comedy “Fleabag” was
the surprise big winner of
television’s glitziest night,
dominating the comedy
prizes at a star-studded
ceremony in Los Angeles.
“Thrones” — the most
decorated fictional show in
the history of the Emmys,
television’s Oscars — fin-
ished with 12 awards over-
all for its final season.
“Thank you to the
hardest working crews

R
ridge won
Emmys for best actressin a
comedy and best comedy
writing. PHOTO: AFP

in show business — the
dragons who shot for 70
nights straight in freezing

Belfast rain, the wolves
who shot all around the
world — you are amazing,
all of you,” said showrun-
ner Dan Weiss. Peter Din-
klage won his fourth best
supporting actor statuette
for his portrayal of sharp-
tongued dwarf TyrionLan-
nister.

But the blood-soaked
fantasy epic’s hopes of go-
ing out with a new record
numbers of Emmys for a
single season were dashed
after it failed to convert
nominations in directing,
writing and the other acting
categories.—AFP H

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Merck KGaA, a company incorporated in Germany and
having its registered office at Frankfurter Str. 250, 64293
Darmstadt, Germany is the owner and proprietor of the
following Trademark:

MC-MEDIA PAD

Reg. No. 4/23403/2019 (6-8-2019)

In respect of “Culture media for microorganisms, other than
for medical and veterinary purposes” in International Class
1 and “Scientific apparatus for counting colonies of
microorganisms; Scanners, cameras for use in
microbiological laboratories” in International Class 9.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use, or actual or colourable
imitation of the Mark shall be dealt with according to law.

Daw La Min May, H.G.P

For Merck KGaA,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),

Corner of Mahabandoola Road and Thein Phyu Road,
Botahtaung Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 24" September 2019 Imm@kcyangon.com

with us/ Hot Line :

Advertise

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Daiwa House Industry Co., Ltd., a company incorporated in Japan and having its registered office at 3-3-5 Umeda, Kita-ku, Osaka 530-8241,
Japan (the “Registrant”) is the owner and proprietor of the following Trademark:

O Daiwa House Group

Reg. No.4/23714/2019 (14.8.2019)

In respect of “acceptance of deposits [including substitute bond issuance] and acceptance of fixed interval installment deposits; loans [financing]
and discount of bills; domestic exchange settlement; liability guarantee and acceptance of bills; securities lending; acquisition and transfer of
monetary claims; safekeeping of valuables including securities and precious metals [safe deposit services]; money exchange [exchanging
money]; trusteeship of financial futures contracts; trusteeship of money, securities, monetary claims, personal property, land, rights on land
fixtures, surface rights or lease on land; agencies for bond subscriptions; foreign exchange transactions; letter-of-Credit related services;
brokerage of credit purchase; issuance of tokens of value; agencies for collecting gas or electric power utility payments; consigned collection of
payment for goods; rent collection; buying and selling of securities; trading of securities index futures; trading of securities options; trading of
overseas market securities futures; agencies for brokerage of securities, securities index futures, securities options, and overseas market
securities futures; agencies for brokerage of entrusting agents with on-commission trading in domestic markets of securities, securities index
futures and securities options; agencies for brokerage of entrusting agents with on-commission trading in overseas markets of securities and
securities index futures; agencies for brokerage of forward agreement of securities, for forward agreement of securities index futures, for forward
agreement of securities options, spot and forward transaction of securities index futures; brokerage for securities liquidation; securities
underwriting; securities offering; brokerage services relating to securities subscription or offering; providing stock market information; agencies for
commodity futures trading; life insurance brokerage; life insurance underwriting; agencies for non-life insurance; claim adjustment for non-life
insurance; non-life insurance underwriting; insurance premium rate computing; management of buildings; agency services for the leasing or rental
of buildings; leasing or renting of buildings; purchase and sale of buildings; agency services for the purchase or sale of buildings; real estate
appraisal; providing information on buildings or land [real estate affairs]; land management; agency services for the leasing or rental of land;
leasing of land; purchase and sale of land; agency services for the purchase or sales of land; real estate investment trust; financial assessment of
company credit; advisory services relating to tax planning” included in International Class 36;

“construction; construction consultancy; building construction supervision; operation and maintenance of building equipment; repair or
maintenance of elevators [lifts]; repair or maintenance of fire alarms; repair or maintenance of air conditioners for industrial purposes; repair or
maintenance of construction machines and apparatus; repair or maintenance of electric lighting apparatus; repair or maintenance of measuring
and testing machines and instruments; repair or maintenance of mechanical parking systems; repair or maintenance of bicycle parking apparatus;
cleaning of buildings [exterior surface]; cleaning of buildings [interior]; window cleaning; carpet and rug cleaning; floor polishing; rental of
construction machines and apparatus; rental of construction equipment” included in International Class 37;

“architectural design; surveying; geological surveys or research designing of machines, apparatus, instruments [including their parts] or systems
composed of such machines, apparatus and instruments; designing, other than for advertising purposes; computer software design, computer
programming, or maintenance of computer software; research on building construction or city planning; testing or research on prevention of
pollution; testing or research on electricity; testing or research on civil engineering; rental of computers; providing computer programs on data
networks” included in International Class 42 and

“providing temporary accommodation; accommodation bureaux [brokering reservations for hotels, boarding houses or the like]; providing foods
and beverages boarding for animals; rental of conference rooms; rental of facilities for exhibitions; rental of Futon and quilts; rental of pillows;
rental of blankets; rental of electric hot plates for household purposes; rental of electric toasters for household purposes; rental of microwave
ovens for household purposes; rental of lighting apparatus; rental of non-electric cooking heaters for household purposes; rental of kitchen
worktops with integrated sinks for household purposes; rental of kitchen sinks for household purposes; rental of dishes; rental of furniture; rental
of towels” included in International Class 43.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation of the Mark shall be dealt with according to law.

Daw Htoo Htoo, H.G.P

For Daiwa House Industry Co., Ltd.,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),

Corner of Mahabandoola Road and Thein Phyu Road,
Botahtaung Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Dated 24" September 2019 hh@kcyangon.com
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Global stocks slip on trade, travel shares get Thomas Cook boost

LONDON (United King-
dom) — Stock markets fell
on Monday after President
Donald Trump ruled out a
partial trade deal with Chi-
na, casting fresh doubt on
any early agreement.

A key survey pointing
to weakness in the euro-
zone economy also weighed
heavily on European equity
markets, analysts said.

Many travel and tour-
ism stocks, meanwhile,
were higher after British
giant Thomas Cook went
bankrupt. The price of oil
steadied after Iran warned
the presence of US forces
in the Gulf was causing in-
stability in the region.

“Two major factors
that remained unresolved

are trade disputes and ris-
ing tensions in the Middle
East,” said Hussein Sayed,
chief market strategist at
FXTM.

‘Hot and cold’
“Investors remain un-
convinced that a trade deal
is about to see the light of
day soon, and that’s likely
to put a cap on any further
gains in risk assets,” he
said. “The longer it takes to
strike a deal, the more eco-
nomic damage will be felt.”
Equity markets were also
tracking comments from
Trump saying he wanted
to strike a full trade deal
with Beijing, knocking
back hopes for a piece-
meal agreement between

the economic superpowers.

“I'm not looking for a
partial deal. I'm looking for
acomplete deal,” he told re-
porters at the White House.

He added that he
did not see the need for
an agreement before the

2020 presidential election.
The remarks tempered re-
cent optimism on the talks,
though they came as China
hailed progress in prepara-
tory discussions ahead of a
planned high-level meeting
next month. “The hot and

then cold and thenhotand markets,” said Rodrigo
cold again US-China trade
vibes continue to rattle

Catril at National Australia
Bank—AFPE

Myanma Port Authority
“Notice of High Tide”

Exceptionally high spring from 20.15 feet to 21.42 feet
high above the chart datum are expected to occur in Yangon
River during the period of September 27" to October 37,
2019. Please be noted that it is not serious level of tide
because the highest tide level have reached up to 22 feet
above the chart datum in year 2014 and 2015, and this
notice is normally issued whenever high tide of Yangon
River is expected to reach over 20 feet high above the
chart datum in order to take precautionary measures to
the public living near river foreshore area of Yangon City.

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V UNIPROFIT

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V UNIPROFIT
VOY. NO. (1910) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 24-09-2019 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of T.M.L.T where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S BAY LINE SHIPPING PTE,
LTD
Phone No: 2301928

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V SANTAVITORIA
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SANTA
VITORIAVOY. NO. (679/19) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 24-09-2019 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of WILMAR where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the

from the Vessel.

the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301928

byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S RK SHIPPING & TRADING

PTELTD

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V MCC HALONG VOY. NO. (938 W/E)
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V MCC
HALONG VOY. NO. (938 W/E) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 24-09-2019 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of M.1.P/M.1.T.T where it
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SMCC TRANSPORT (S’PORE)
PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V HIMALAVOY. NO. (107)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V HIMALA
VOY. NO. (107) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 24-09-2019 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of S.P.W-5 where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S MITSUI O.S.K KINKAI LTD
Phone No: 2301191, 2301178

2019:-

Amended Prescribed Fees and Late Lodgement Fees under the Myanmar Companies Law 2017

The Directorate of Investment and Company Administration issues the notification no (57/2018), prescribed fees and
late lodgement fees under Myanmar Companies Law 2017 in the 9t July 2018:-
Among prescribed fees in schedule one to this notification, the following prescribed fees are amended by 1% October

1. Prescribed fees shall be reduced from 250,000 Kyat to 150,000 for incorporation as a private company
limited by shares (Form A-1).
2. Prescribed fees shall be reduced from 250,000 Kyat to 150,000 for incorporation as a company limited by
guarantee (Form A-3).
3. Prescribed fees shall be reduced from 250,000 Kyat to 150,000 for incorporation as an unlimited company
(Form A-4).
4, Prescribed fees shall be reduced from 250,000 Kyat to 150,000 for registration as a private company limited
by shares under the Special Company Act 1950 (Form A-6).
5. Prescribed fees shall be reduced from 250,000 Kyat to 150,000 for registration as an overseas corporation
(Form A-8).
6. Prescribed fees shall be increased from 20,000 to 50,000 for Lodgement of Annual Return.
7. Prescribed fees shall be increased from 20,000 to 50,000 for Lodgement of Annual Return of Overseas
Corporation (Form E-7).
Directorate of Investment and Company Administration
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Torn by Brexit, Labour votes on way out of EU crisis

BRIGHTON (United Kingdom)
— Britain’s main opposition La-
bour Party was set Monday to
decide on a new Brexit strategy
at afractious conference that has
piled pressure on leader Jeremy
Corbyn to openly campaign to
remain in the European Union.

Labour’s identity crisis is be-
ing played out as Britain speeds
toward a potentially chaotic “no-
deal” departure from the EU on
October 31 and a likely general
election.

Opinion polls show Corbyn’s
efforts to unite both the pro- and
anti-Brexit wings of his party
by either delaying a decision on
departure or leaving it in voters’
hands have led to a dramatic drop
in support.

Two surveys published over
the weekend put Labour 15 per-
centage points behind Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s Con-
servatives and in danger of los-
ing second place to the pro-EU
Liberal Democrats.

Grass roots activists spent
hours deep into Sunday night try-

ing to come up with a single Brexit
motion that could be put up for a
vote at the conference on Monday.

They ended up with three.

One motion backed by
regional party branches says
Labour “must reflect the over-
whelming view of its members
and voters, who want to stay in
the EU.

“Labour will therefore cam-
paign energetically for a public
vote and to stay in the EU in the
referendum, while recognising
the rights of those who want to
argue another view.”

A dissenting proposal backed
by the big unions offers “a public
vote on a deal agreed with the
EU giving people a final say be-
tween a credible leave option and
remain”.

It would not see Labour
officially campaign for either
option and instead try to “build
maximum consensus”. The third
motion, proposed by Corbyn him-
self and backed by the executive,
would see the party come to some
sort of decision “through a special

Jeremy Corbyn has tried to embrace both wings of his party by leaving
the ultimate decision on Brexit to voters. PHOTO: AFP

one-day conference, following the
election of a Labour government”

‘Honest debate’

Top members of Corbyn’s
shadow government insist that
they are members of a funda-
mentally European party with an
obligation to get the 2016 Brexit
referendum results reversed.

“We must not just campaign
to remain but we must lead the

campaign to remain,” Labour’s
foreign affairs spokeswoman
Emily Thornberry said on the
sidelines of the conference in the
south coast resort of Brighton.

But unions and a powerful
leftist lobby that helped Corbyn
become Labour leader in 2015
want the party to embrace its
working-class base which backs
Britain charting its own course.—
AFPHE

Japan to expand
app-using customs
declaration ahead
of Olympics

TOKYO — Japan will expand

the use of electronic customs
declarations at airports to facilitate
the entry of increasing numbers
of inbound passengers in time for
next year’s Tokyo Olympics and
Paralympics.

The system allows passengers
to submit customs declarations
electronically using a smartphone
app while waiting for their bag-
gage, according to the Japan Cus-
toms. The e-Gate system, which
hasalready been introduced at
one of the terminals at Narita
airport, will be operated at New
Chitose, Haneda, Chubu, Kansai
and Fukuoka airports starting next
spring. Naha airport in Okinawa
Prefecture will also use the system
by March 2021, officials said.

Under the new system, trave-
lers are required to download the
app in advance, and at the e-Gate
they scan their IC passport and QR
code created with the app.—Kyodo
NewsH

Rescuers are at work around a collapsed school building, on September
23,2019 in Nairobi. PHOTO: AFP

Seven children killed, scores hurt
in Kenya school collapse

NAIROBI (Kenya) — Seven
children died and scores were
injured early Monday when a
school building collapsed in the
Kenyan capital Nairobi, in an
accident blamed on shoddy con-
struction.

“So far we can confirm that
we have seven fatalities and 57
others are in hospital,” govern-
ment spokesman Cyrus Oguna
said at the scene.

Hundreds of angry residents
of Dagoretti, a poor suburb where
many live in makeshift homes,
swarmed around the site where
rescuers picked through the rub-
ble.

An AFP reporter at the site
said books and desks were strewn

through the debris of the two-sto-
rey building, a semi-permanent
structure made of concrete, iron
sheeting and timber.

“I had just dropped my son
to school, and heard screams on
my way back, and that is when
I found people assisting them
out to hospital,” said Margaret
Muthoni at Kenyatta National
Hospital, whose four-year-old son
was injured. “I am just lucky my
son survived with injuries. It is
a very unfortunate incident be-
cause some children have died,”
said Muthoni. Kepha Otieno said
he lost his five-year-old daughter
to the tragedy. “I just can’t be-
lieve. It is too hard for me and the
family,” he said. —AFPH

Thomas Cook collapses with 600,000

tourists stranded abroad

LONDON (United Kingdom) —
British travel firm Thomas Cook
collapsed into bankruptcy on
Monday, leaving some 600,000
holidaymakers stranded and
sparking the UK’s biggest re-
patriation since World War II.

The 178-year-old debt-
plagued group, which had
struggled against fierce online
competition for some time and
blamed Brexit uncertainty for a
recent drop in bookings, failed
to secure £200 million ($250 mil-
lion, 227 million euros) from pri-
vate investors and collapsed in
the early hours.

Monday’s bankruptcy,

which followed a lengthy peri-
od of chronic financial turmoil
after a disastrous 2007 merger
deal, left some 600,000 tourists
stranded worldwide according
to Thomas Cook, while its 22,000
staff are now out of a job.

The British government
launched emergency plans to
bring some 150,000 UK holiday-
makers back home from des-
tinations including Bulgaria,
Cuba, Turkey and the United
States.

‘No choice’
Thomas Cook said in a
statement that “despite consid-
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The operator needed £200 million ($250 million) to save it from

collapse. PHOTO: AFP

erable efforts”, it was unable to
reach an agreement between
the company’s stakeholders and
proposed new money providers.

“The company’s board has
therefore concluded that it had
no choice but to take steps to en-
ter into compulsory liquidation
with immediate effect,” it added.

The long-troubled group
has also been blighted by enor-
mous costs arising from its
disastrous 2007 merger with
MyTravel, a deal which left it
plagued with huge levels of debt.
The UK government said Mon-
day it had hired planes to fly
home British tourists, in a mass
repatriation plan codenamed
Operation Matterhorn which
began immediately.

Launching Britain’s “larg-
est repatriation in peacetime
history”, Transport Secretary
Grant Shapps added that the
government and UK Civil Avia-
tion Authority had hired dozens
of charter planes to fly home
Thomas Cook customers.

“All customers currently
abroad with Thomas Cook who
are booked to return to the UK
over the next two weeks will be
brought home as close as possi-
ble to their booked return date,”
the government said—AFP H
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DRC approves use of second

experimental Ebola vaccine

GENEVA (Switzerland) — The
Democratic Republic of Congo
will introduce a second Ebola
vaccine next month, the World
Health Organization said Mon-
day, as a top medical charity ac-
cused the UN agency of rationing
doses.

DRC’s latest Ebola epidem-
ic, which began in August 2018,
has already killed more than 2,100
people in the country, making it
the second deadliest outbreak of
the virus, after the West Africa
pandemic of 2014-2016.

Ebola fighters have been hin-
dered by chronic insecurity in
the affected provinces of eastern
DRC, but much of the controver-
sy surrounding the response has
centred on the use of vaccines.

More than 223,000 people liv-
ing in active Ebola transmission
zones have received a vaccination
produced by the pharma giant
Mereck.

WHO has for month been
pushing the Kinshasa govern-
ment to approve the use of a
second experimental product,
made by Johnson & Johnson,
to protect those living outside of

More than 223,000 people living in active Ebola transmission zones
have received a vaccination. PHOTO: AFP

direct transmission zones.

The J&J vaccine had been
rejected by DRC’s former health
minister Oly Ilunga, who cited the
risks of introducing a new product
in communities where mistrust of
Ebolaresponders is already high.

But Ilunga’s resignation in
July appeared to pave the way for
approval of the second vaccine.

WHO said in a statement
that DRC planned to introduce
the J&J product from “mid-Oc-
tober.”

“This vaccine, which is given

as a2-dose course, 56 days apart,
will be provided under approved
protocols to targeted at-risk pop-
ulations in areas that do not have
active Ebola transmission as an
additional tool to extend protec-
tion against the virus.”

WHO Director-General,
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,
praised the latest decision by
DRC authorities, who he said
“have once again shown lead-
ership and their determination
to end this outbreak as soon as
possible”. —AFP H

Free pads to tackle
‘period-shame’ school
skipping in Bangladesh

DHAKA (Bangladesh)—Girls
in rural villages will get free
sanitary pads to stop them
skipping school during their
periods as a result of social
taboos around menstruation,
a Bangladesh minister said
Monday.

So-called “period shame”
in the highly conservative na-
tion of 168 million people has
caused more than 40 percent
of Bangladesh schoolgirls to
stay at home during menstru-
ation, researchers say.

“This is very alarming.
We cannot put their future at
stake,” Junior Information
Minister Murad Hasan told
AFP.

Hasan said the “unavaila-
bility of menstrual pads” and
“cost of hygiene products”
were mostly to blame for the
absences in village schools
where some 63 percent of the
population lives.

“Poor parents often pre-
fer their girls to stay at home
during their menstrual peri-

od rather than buying them
hygiene products,” he added.

Hasan, a doctor and for-
mer junior health minister,
said the government planned
to roll out the scheme by ear-
ly next year in some 90,000
villages.

Dhaka, together with aid
agencies, has been trying to
raise awareness about men-
struation among parents and
schoolgirls.

Only six percent of schools
in the South Asian nation in-
clude menstrual hygiene in
their curriculum, according
to a recent World Bank report.

Leading women’s rights
activist Maleka Banu wel-
comed the move.

“We have been demand-
ing it for a long time. It’s a
positive thing that such ini-
tiatives are seeing the light
tackling this social stigma,”
Banu, the general secretary
of the female advocacy group
Bangladesh Mahila Parishad,
told AFP—AFP B

W. Antarctica’s crumbling ice sheet to redraw global coastline

MONACO (Principality of Mo-
naco) — The fate of the world’s
coastal regions and the hun-
dreds of millions of people who
inhabit them depend on a block
of ice atop West Antarctica on
track to lift global oceans by at
least three metres.

It is not, according to avail-
able science, a matter of “if” but
“when”.

Anders Levermann, a pro-
fessor at the Potsdam Institute
of Climate Impact Research in
Germany and a top expert on
Antarctica, spoke to AFP — days
before the release in Monaco of a
major UN report on oceans and
Earth’s frozen zones — about
how climate change is impacting
the world’s coldest region.

Q. Does global warming af-
fect Greenland and Antarctica
the same way?

No. In Antarctica, 99 per
cent of all ice loss occurs when
ice slides into the ocean. There
is practically no ice melt on the
surface — it is simply too cold.

In Greenland, half of the ice
loss is due to melt water that
runs into the ocean.

When ice in Antarctica or

Greenland slides into the ocean
and becomes an ice shelf, it
comes into contact with surface
water. Even a tenth of a degree
increase in the temperature of
the water can lead to a signifi-
cant ice sheet imbalance.

Greenland’s ice sheet is
much smaller than Antarcti-
ca’s — seven metres of sea level
equivalent vs. 55 — but sheds
even more mass. That is because
Antarctica, even ifits topography
has fewer barriers, is so much
colder.

Q. What do we know about
Antarctica that we didn’t know a
decade ago?

Ten years ago the modelling
of Antarctica showed no signifi-
cant ice loss within this century.
Indeed, there was some debate
as to whether the continent
might add ice mass.

Today, all the ice sheet mod-
els lose ice at a significant rate.
The continent’s ice sheet has
shed about 150 billion tonnes of
mass every year since 2005, vir-
tually all of it in West Antarctica.
Ice loss in both Greenland and
Antarctica is accelerating.

There is no longer any am-

’

The file photo taken on 22 November 2017 from the British Antarctic Survey Twin Otter aircraft shows the
Larsen Ciceberg. PHOTO: AFP

biguity. The studies we have in
hand tell us that West Antarctica
has passed a tipping point. It
has become unstable and will
discharge all its most vulnerable
ice into the ocean. Period.

Q. How much will Antarctica
add to sea level rise by 2100?

A study I did with numerous
colleagues in 2014 estimated that
we could get 50 centimetres of
sea level from Antarctica by 2100
—whichis huge. The last assess-
ment of the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
said 16 cm was the upward limit.

In 2016 an important study
published in Nature — intro-
ducing new physical process-
es — proposed an even higher
contribution, of up to more than
a metre. That study has been
much criticised, and the findings
may be revised.—AFP H
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Myanmar U-22 begin training for 2019 SEA Games

THE Myanmar U-22 football
team began training for the 2019
Southeast Asian Games yester-
day with a squad of preliminarily
selected players.

The 40 preliminary players
were selected by the team’s head
coach Velizar Popov yesterday.
They include five players above
the age of 22 as the 2019 SEA
Games have given the team a
chance to use five players who
are over 22 years old this year.
At present, some players from
Yangon United and Shan United
F.C. have not joined training as
the 2019 General Aung San Shield
is not over yet.

The preliminarily selected
players include goalkeepers
Phone Thitsar Min, Sann Satt
Naing, Soe Aker, Tun Nanda Oo,
and Zin Nyi Nyi Aung.

Defenders selected on the
squad include Ye Min Thu, Ye
Yint Aung, Soe Moe Kyaw, Thu
Rein Soe, Zin Ye Naung, Kyaw
Phyo Way, Aung Wunna Soe, Win
Moe Kyaw, Kyaw Thu Ton, Htoo
Khant Lwin, and Hein Phyo Win.

Midfielders are Nay Moe Na-
ing, Aung Naing Win, Kyaw Myo
Naing, Lwin Moe Aung, Myat
Kaung Khant, Zin Min Thu, Soe
Lwin Lwin, Myo Min Phyo, Zayar
Naing, Htet Htet Aung, Htet Lin
Lin, Kaung Htet Soe and Zwe
Thet Paing, while forwards are
Win Naing Tun, Aung Kaung
Mann, Htet Phyo Wai, Sa Aung
Pyae Ko, Pyae Sone Naing and
Thant Sin Myint.

Five players who are over 22
years old are Hlaing Bo Bo, Kyaw
Ko Ko, Aung Thu, Si Thu Aung
and Zaw Min Tun. — Kyaw Khin

The Myanmar U-22 footballers begin training yesterday for 2019 SEA Games. PHOTO: MFF

General Aung San Shield

2019: Pre-match press meet
held ahead of final

A pre-match press conference
was held yesterday ahead of the
final match of the General Aung
San Shield 2019 at the conference
hall of the Thuwunna Stadium in
Yangon.

The final match of the tour-
ney will take place between Shan
United EC. and Yangon United
F.C. at 6 p.m. on 24 September.

The head coaches of the
two teams, players, and media
personnel were present at the
conference.

U Aung Naing, the head
coach of Shan United, said the
team was under no pressure to
win the shield. They would com-
pete calmly to win the shield, he
said adding, the team faced no
pressure from the club’s owners.

“We will compete happi-

General Aung

ly, without pressure, to get the
shield. We are preparing to our
best for that,” said the head coach
of Shan United.

U Tin Maung Tun, the head
coach of Yangon United, said his
team is looking to win the shield.
“The players are motivated. Al-
though midfielder Kosuke is not
in our club, the team does not
feel our midfield would be weak.
The team will compete with the
replacements of youth players.
The coach and the players will
cooperate with respect and faith,”
he said.

“This is an important match
for both teams, so it will be a good
game. Yangon United will gives
its best in the 90 minutes of the
final as this is the last hope for the
shield,” he added. — Kyaw Khin

an Shield 201 9

inal Match
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Shan United FC's Nanda Kyaw (1) and Yangon United FC's Kyaw Zin
Htet(r) shake hands during the pre-match press conference for General
Aung San Shield 2019 final in Yangon on 23 September. PHOTO: MFF

Colombia’s Munoz pulls out playoff win at
Sanderson Farms event

Colombia’s Sebastian Munoz poses with the trophy after winning
his first US PGA Tour title in a playoff at the Sanderson Farms

Championship. PHOTO: AFP

LOS ANGELES(UNITED
STATES)—Sebastian Munoz
parred the first playoff hole on
Sunday at the Sanderson Farms
Championship to beat Im Sung-
jae and earn his first US PGA Tour
victory.

Munoz birdied the last hole
in regulation to force the playoft,
then returned to 18, where he
rolled in a four-foot putt to pull
out the victory over the 2019 tour
rookie of the year.

“Iam speechless. This is cra-
zy,” said Munoz, who becomes just
the second Colombian to win on
the tour, joining Camilo Villegas.

“The putts weren’t going in
but Ijust stayed confident. It was
awesome.”

The 26-year-old Munoz fired
a closing round of two-under par
70 for an 18-under 270 total to

tie Im, who closed with a 66 on
Sunday at The Country Club of
Jackson in Mississippi.

Im’s South Korean compa-
triot An Byeong-hun finished in
third, one shot back of the leaders,
after a 69 in the fourth round.

Munoz’s three prior pro-
fessional wins have all come in
Colombia — including the 2016
Colombia Championship on the
developmental Korn Ferry Tour.
He was coming off a tie for sev-
enth at The Greenbrier last week.

Munoz, who started the
fourth round with a one-shot lead,
becomes the seventh first-time
tour winner of this event in the
past eight years.

The last time Munoz had a
54-hole lead he finished tied for
third at The Greenbrier in 2017.

On the playoff hole, both play-

ers landed in the rough, on either
side of the fairway off the tee.

Hitting out of the left-side
rough, Im flew his second shot
over the flag stick and into the
grandstand.

That opened the door for
Munoz, who had found the right
rough off the tee. But Munoz left
his 166-yard second shot well
short of the green. Munoz then
made a nice chip to four feet
and claimed the victory after Im
missed badly from six feet on his
first putt. Munoz had birdies in
regulation on three, 11 and 18 and
abogey on 15. He forced the play-
offby making a slow roller from 15
feet over an uphill slope.

“We decided on a line and
tried to make it as simple as we
could,” he said of the clutch putt.

Munoz is the second South
American in as many weeks
to win after Chile’s Joaquin
Niemann captured his first title
by six shots at The Greenbrier.

‘Jaco’s win gave me the be-
lief I needed, the little extra belief
I’'m good enough,” said Munoz.

Munoz, from Bogota, was in
the final group with his former
teammate at the University of
North Texas, Carlos Ortiz, but the
Mexican needed an eagle on 18
to get into the playoff and settled
for a par.

Ortiz shot a final-round 71
to finish in a tie for fourth with
American Kevin Streelman at
272, two shots back of Munoz and
Im—AFPHE



