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Vice President U Myint Swe speaks at
World Population Day event

VICE PRESIDENT U Myint Swe
delivered an opening address at
the World Population Day 2019
event held in the Thingaha Ho-
tel in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday
morning.

The Vice President said to-
day’s world population was over
7,700 million and by 2030 it was
estimated to be about 8,500 mil-
lion. Due to the rapid increase
of population in poor countries,
many challenges were being
faced. Rapid increase in popu-
lation was one of the obstacles to
sustainable development goals.

Family planning would raise
the rights of individuals and re-
duce poverty. It would be very
effective for social development
such as education, health and
gender equality.

In the world today there
were countries that won popu-
lation benefits and at the same
time there were countries that
were depopulating facing prob-
lems of higher numbers of el-
derlies, declining and scarcity
of work force and higher funding
required for social protection
works.

If population benefits were
used effectively, they would sup-
port economic development.
In addition to this, increase of
migrant workers was a major
factor towards demographic
change in a country.

World population Day
events were held annually in
every country of the world in
order that each country and

Vice President U Myint Swe looks at documentary photos displayed at the World Population Day
Exhibition in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

of the importance of resolving
the matter of population. My-
anmar has been observing this
day since 1990 and this was the
30t time it was being observed.

When the world population
reached 5,000 million on 11 July
1987, United Nations designated
that day as World Population
Day and events like this were

United Nations Population Fund
also announced themes for each
World Population Day and this
year’s theme was “25 years
of the ICPD: Accelerating the
promise.”

This theme was also the
theme for 25' International Con-
ference on Population and De-
velopment to be held at Kenya,

The main aim of this year’s
theme was to review the work
processes set down at the In-
ternational Conference on
Population and Development
(ICPD) held in 1994 at Egypt,
Cairo, the implementation of it
throughout the 25 years period
and to maintain and continue
the implementation momentum.

ductive health, capacity raising
of women and achieving gender
equality.

According to worldwide in-
formation in the reproductive
health sector women’s usage
of modern family planning
methods rose from 52 per-
cent in 1994 to 58 per cent in
2019.

the entire world became aware being held starting from 1989. Nairobi in November 2019 also. The main sectors were repro- SEE PAGE-3
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Joint Committee on Amending 2008
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|
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JOINT Committee on Amend-
ing the 2008 Constitution held
its meeting 24/2019 at the sec-
ond-floor meeting hall of Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw Building D
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
The meeting was attend-
ed by the Chairman of the
Joint Committee, the Deputy

Constitution holds meeting 24/2019

Meeting 24/2019 of the Joint Committee on amending the 2008 Constitution held in Nay Pyi T esterday.

Speaker of both the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw and Pyithu Hluttaw, U
Tun Aung (a) U Tun Tun Hein,
Deputy Chairman of the Joint
Committee, Amyotha Hluttaw
Deputy Speaker U Aye Tha
Aung, Joint Committee Secre-
tary Dr Myat Nyana Soe, Joint
Secretary U Htay Win Aung

|

(a) U Pyone Cho, committee
members including Hluttaw
representatives from political
parties and Tatmadaw Hluttaw
representatives, and officials
from Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Of-
fice. — MNA H

(Translated by Kyaw Zin
Tun)

Union Minister for Defence leaves for Bangkok to

JEX - o

attend 13" ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting

Lo e

Union Minister Lt-Gen Sein Win is seen off by officials at Yangon International Airport on Wednesday as he
departs for Bangkok, Thailand. PHOTO: MNA

UNION Minister for Defence
Lt-Gen Sein Win and party on
Wednesday left from the Yan-

gon International Airport for
Bangkok to attend 13" ASEAN
Defence Ministers’ Meeting in

Bangkok, Thailand.—MNA &
(Translated by Kyaw Zin
Tun)

Twantay Township Administrator faces more corruption charges

THE Anti-Corruption Commis-
sion has filed corruption charges
against Head of Twantay Town-
ship General Administration De-
partment for accepting bribery
in exchange of issuing alcohol
licenses in three cases in the
township.

The ACC had received a
complaint against U Moe Khaing
Tun, Head of Twantay Township

GAD, for taking K500,000 in ex-
change of issuing alcohol sales
licence, K150,000 in exchange
of issuing a traditional alcohol
license and K200,000 as a fund
from Thingyan festival, from a
man who has got the licence.
Following the complaint, an
investigation team of the ACC
launched a probe into the com-
plaint and the team found him of

guilty of taking the cash abusing
his authority. A case has been
registered against U Moe Khaing
Tun under Section 56 of the An-
ti-Corruption Law at the Twan-
tay Myoma Police Station. He is
also facing corruption charges
in June for taking bribery in land
dispute case last month in Twan-
tay—MNA M (Translated by
Kyaw Zin Lin)

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Union Election Commission

Notification 119/2019

10th Waxing of Waso, 1381 ME
11 July, 2019

Termination of registration and
dissolution of political party

1. Union Election Commission permitted Chin National
Democratic Party that had been allowed to form as a political
party with the registration No 21 of the Notification 60/2010 on 27-
5-2010, Chin Progressive Party with the registration No 26 of the
Notification 66/2010 on 1-6-2010 and Chin League for Democracy
Party with the registration No 75 of the Notification 25/2014 on
15-7-2014.

2. Chin National Democratic Party, Chin Progressive Par-
ty and Chin League for Democracy Party applied to the Union
Election Commission to combine them and to be registered as
one political party under the name of “Chin National League For
Democracy Party” and the UEC permitted the Chin National
League For Democracy Party as a political party with registra-
tion No 116 and with Notification 118/2019 on 11 July 2019. Hence,
according to the Political Parties Registration Rule 25 of the
Union Election Commission, Chin National Democratic Party,
Chin Progressive Party and Chin League for Democracy Party,
which were registered as political parties, shall be abolished.
Properties owned by each abolished party shall be handed over
to the Chin National League for Democracy Party.

3. It is hereby announced that Chin National Democratic
Party, Chin Progressive Party and Chin League for Democracy
Party have been terminated and the parties have been dissolved
as of 11 July 2019.

(Hla Thein)
Chairman
Union Election Commission

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Union Election Commission

Notification 121/2019
10th Waxing of Waso, 1381 ME
11 July, 2019

Termination of registration and
dissolution of political party

1. Union Election Commission permitted All Mon Region
Democracy Party that had been allowed to form as a political
party with the registration No 13 of the Notification 51/2010 on
24-5-2010 and Mon National Party with the registration No 58 of
the Notification 34/2012 on 10-7-2012.

2. AllMon Region Democracy Party and Mon National Party
applied to the Union Election Commission to combine them and
to be registered as one political party under the name of “Mon
Unity Party” and the UEC permitted the Mon Unity Party as
a political party with registration No 117 and with Notification
120/2019 on 11 July 2019. Hence, according to the Political Parties
Registration Rule 25 of the Union Election Commission, All Mon
Region Democracy Party and Mon National Party, which were
registered as political parties, shall be abolished. Properties
owned by each abolished party shall be handed over to the Mon
Unity Party.

3.1t is hereby announced that All Mon Region Democracy
Party and Mon National Party have been terminated and the
parties have been dissolved as of 11 July 2019.

(Hla Thein)
Chairman
Union Election Commission
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In countries where develop-
ment was weak, women’s usage
of modern family planning meth-
ods was only 15 per cent in 1994
and by 2019 it had risen to 37 per
cent. This was a good progress.

Birth rate of the world was
2.9 per woman in 1994 and this
declined to 2.5 in 2019. In devel-
oping countries the birth rate
was 5.6 per woman in 1994 and
it was significantly reduced to
3.9in 2019.

Maternal mortality was also
reduced. In 1994 there were 369
maternal mortalities in 100,000
live births and in 2019 there were
only about 216 maternal mor-
talities.

Based on 2014 Census data
Myanmar population was esti-
mated to be more than 54 million
in 2019 and would be more than
59 million in 2030. Since it was
achieving population benefits
at the moment, this should be
effectively used and the force of

iy

the youths needs to be used ef-
fectively in the country’s devel-
opment projects. Preparation on
strengthening social protection
system is required to cope with
increasing numbers of elderlies
in the future.

Ever since Myanmar acced-
ed to ICPD it had been imple-
menting the work guidelines.
Maternal mortalities in 100,000
live births were reduced from
453 in 1990 to 282 according to
2014 Census. According to 2015-
2016 Myanmar Demographic
and Health Survey it was re-
duced further to 178. However
this number was still high.

For reproductive health
care opportunities to be within
reach Myanmar’s first policy on
Sexual and Reproductive Health
and Rights was being drawn up.

To uplift family planning
health care and the lives of wom-
en in Myanmar, Myanmar made
a commitment on November
2013 for Family Planning 2020.
Usage of contraceptive medi-

wr

opulation Day 2019 event in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

cines in married women rose
from 16 per cent in 1991 to 51
per cent according to the 2015-
2016 Myanmar Demographic
and Health Survey. However,
there is much still remaining
to be done.

To raise the capacity of
women, national level strategic
plans were setup and at the mo-
ment the 2013-2022 project was
being implemented. Myanmar
also acceded to the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination against Wom-
en (CEDAW) in 1997. It could
be clearly seen that gender and
women rights were included in
the Myanmar Sustainable De-
velopment Plan (2018-2030).

Policies, regulations and
laws required on implement-
ing reproductive health, raising
the capacity of women and gen-
der equality sectors were to be
drawn up and existing policies,
regulations and laws were to
be amended so that it was in
accord with the prevailing situa-

tion. While inviting the participa-
tion of related local and foreign
entities, Myanmar government
ministerial departments were
required to conduct works as
a national duty, said the Vice
President.

Next the Union Minister for
Labour, Immigration and Popu-
lation made a Power Point ex-
planation about the theme “25
years of the ICPD: Accelerating
the promise.”

Afterwards United Nations
Resident and Humanitarian Co-
ordinator in Myanmar Mr Knut
Ostby explained about holding
the World Population Day event.

Later a video on family plan-
ning and an animation video clip
on the theme “25 years of the
ICPD: Accelerating the prom-
ise” was shown.

Finally, the event came to a
close after Association of Fran-
cois-Xavier Bagnoud (AFXB
Myanmar) recited a silver an-
niversary poem.

After the event the Vice

President, Union Ministers and
attendees took a commemora-
tive group photo and observed
the World Population Day ex-
hibition.

The second part of the event
was then held where women and
youths expressed their views
regarding changes in Myanmar
before and after ICPD; after this
there were discussions and a
Q&A session.

The event was attended by
the following dignitaries, senior
officials and diplomats, among
others:

Union Ministers Dr Pe My-
int, Dr Aung Thu, U Thein Swe,
Dr Myo Thein Gyi, Dr Win Myat
Aye, Nai Thet Lwin and U Kyaw
Tin, Union Civil Service Board
Chairman Dr Win Thein, foreign
diplomats, representatives of
United Nations organizations,
departmental heads, nurses and
midwives, students, representa-
tives of INGOs and NGOs, invit-
ed guests and officials.— MNA

(Translated by Zaw Min)
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A SEMINAR on the China-My-
anmar Economic Corridor
(CMEC) will be held at the
headquarters of the News and
Periodicals Enterprise (NPE)
on Theinbyu Road, Yangon, at
1 pm on 13 July.

Titled ‘China-Myanmar
Economic Corridor and the
Strategic Change in Myan-
mar’s Regional Value’, the
seminar is part of a regular
series to promote Myanmar’s
democratic transition. It is or-

Seminar on China-Myanmar
Economic Corridor coming to
Yangon this weekend

ganized by the Centre for My-
anmar Affairs Studies, under
the Information and Public
Relations Department.

The seminar will discuss
how being part of the CMEC
is the first step to increasing
the regional value of Myan-
mar and how the Belt and
Road Initiative opens up new
avenues for opportunities in
Myanmar’s democratic tran-
sition. —MNA
(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)
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NRPC, RCSS delegatlon hold talks in Nay Pyl Taw

THE National Reconciliation and
Peace Centre led by Vice Chair-
man Dr Tin Myo Win met with
a delegation of the Restoration
Council of Shan State (RCSS)
led by Sao Pawng Kherh at the
NRPC headquarters in Nay Pyi
Taw yesterday.

Dr Tin Myo Win's speech

Firstly, Dr Tin Myo Win
made a speech where he said
the genuine feelings and beliefs
of all stakeholders came to the
surface when we faced difficulties
in implementing the Nationwide
Ceasefire Agreement (NCA).

He said what was heartening
to see was the increased unity and
understanding between all the
stakeholders as we push forward
with the peace process and gain
political maturity.

He said there would always
be people trying to impede the
progress but strengthened trust
in each other guaranteed success.
He said adversity was present in
any endeavour and this brought
the bonds between the partici-
pants closer.

Dr Tin Myo Win said this
was the eighth meeting since
the Third Session of the Union
Peace Conference - 21st Century
Panglong. He remarked on how it
has been eight months since the
meetings started being held once
a month. He said this meeting
would focus on further coopera-
tion in the peace process moving
forward.

He voiced his hope for RCSS
to include discussions of the gov-
ernment’s offer of four simultane-
ous paths made at the informal
meetings UPDJC secretaries
meetings held on 13 and 14 July.

He said they would also dis-
cuss RCSS and the government’s
cooperation, the entire peace
process and individual organiza-
tion affairs, hence making this
meeting very important. He urged
everyone to offer their honest
suggestions and opinions to find
solutions to the issues presented

‘__?._r__,

National Reconciliation and Peace Center (NRPC) delegation holds the meeting with Restoratlon Councﬂ of Shan State (RCSS) representatives in Nay

Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

at the meeting,
Speech of RCSS delegation

Next, Sao Pawng Kherh
made a speech where he said this
meeting was a continuation of the
NRPC-RCSS meeting held back
in 11 May and aimed to review
how far the decisions made then
have been implemented.

He first thanked the Union
Government for releasing the
30 detained RCSS members as
agreed to in the previous meet-
ing. He said this meeting would
discuss ways to organize an offi-
cial political dialogue that would
pave the way for the success of
the peace process.

He said while a political
agreement could not be reached,
focus should still me made on re-
gional development and illegal
drug eradication for each region.

Sao Pawng Kherh said a se-
cure timeframe needed to be set
for the peace process and the pro-
cess for establishment of a federal
union before 2020 in order to build
the federal republic step by step
as has been envisioned.

Afterwards, officials ex-
plained the peace process related
tasks of the NRPC and the RCSS.

Participants then discussed
organizing national-level political
dialogues, official discussions, the
Fourth Session of the UPC —21st
Century Panglong within 2019,
developing Mong Hta and Nant
Pan Khun regions, constructing
schools and clinics in rural areas,
drug rehabilitation, and freeing
detained RCSS members.

They then invited sugges-
tions and opinions from both
sides.

After the meeting, Sao
Pawng Kherh said this meeting
had increased understanding,
trust and recognition between
both sides and agreed to cooper-
ate on holding the UPC’s Fourth
Session.

He said they would continue
discussing the government’s four
proposals with the EAOs and said
this meeting had contributed con-
structive results for establishing
a federal republic.

Afterwards, Dr Tin Myo Win
said the meeting produced eight
agreements that supported the
peace process and development
of all regions and ethnic races.
Press conference

Following the meeting, Di-

rector-General U Zaw Htay and
RCSS Secretary 2 U Sai Nguen
held a press conference.

First off, U Zaw Htay said
since the meeting focused on
resuming official national-level
political dialogues, UPC’s Fourth
Session, regional developments
and drug eradication, the meeting
could be said to be a success.

He said they would focus on
setting federal principles before
the year 2020 and emphasized
development for regions that have
joined the ceasefire. He said they
would discuss with the ten EAOs
and conduct the four proposals
simultaneously.

Next, U Sai Nguen also said
they discussed the hinderances
to resuming political and peace
dialogues, taking care of the drug
abuse issue and regional develop-
ment of their people.

He said the meeting had fos-
tered increased understanding
and mutual respect and have pro-
posed to continue the 21 Century
Panglong either in December this
year or early January next year.

U Sai Nguen said they would
continue national-level dialogues
in line with standard operating

procedures while negotiating on
certain misunderstandings. He
said the path forward has been
cleared.

Summary

U Zaw Htay concluded by
saying that there had been a mul-
titude of positive results since the
end of the UPC’s Third Session.
He said that they have established
strong trust and understanding
with the NCA signatories and
the EAOs to continue stalled
meetings to advance the peace
process.

Present at the meeting
were NRPC members Union At-
torney-General U Tun Tun Oo,
Lt-Gen Yar Pyae, Lt-Gen Min
Naung, Deputy Minister Maj-Gen
Aung Thu and U Khin Maung Tin,
NRPC Secretary Lt-Gen Khin
Zaw Oo (Retired), Peace Commis-
sion advisory board member U
Hla Maung Shwe, Director-Gen-
eral U Zaw Htay, RCSS delegation
members Saw Pawng Kherh, U
Sai Nguen, U Aung Mya, U Sao
Han, U Sai Han, U Sai Oo, U Day
Wein and U Sin Hseng Meung, —
Myo Myint, Myo Thu Hein (MINA)

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)

Chinese film team makes documentary under
title of “Myanmar beauty, Myanmar culture”

A CHINESE team made a doc-
umentary film under the title
of “Myanmar beauty, Myanmar
culture” in Yangon and Nay Pyi
Taw to promote tourism in My-
anmar.

The film crew shot scenes in
Pobathiri Township, Razahtarne
Road, Padonma Lottus Round-
about and Nay Pyi Taw Council

Office yesterday.

On 9 July, they shot scenes
in Yangon, including Kantawgyi
Garden in Mingalataungnyunt
Township, the whitetaw Mar-
ket in Ahlon Township, Manbe
Railway Station in Yankin Town-
ship and a fishing village in Dala
Township.

On 10 July, they shot Yan-

gon downtown scenes, Bogyoke
Aung San Market, Yangon Cen-
tral Railway Station, Chinese
Cultural Centre, the People’s
Square and Shwedagon Pagoda.
They crew will shoot scenes
in Mandalay including Maha-
gandaryon Monastery.—MNA

(Translated by GNLM)

Chmese documentary
film team shoots
Nay Pyi Taw City
Development Committee
building. PHOTO: MNA
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Constitutional Tribunal of Union offers
Waso robes to members of Sangha
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The ninth Waso robes offering ceremony of Constitutional Tribunal of the Union is in progress at the

s,

Constitutional Tribunal of Union Office in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

CONSTITUTIONAL Tribunal of
the Union offered Waso robes to
members of Sangha yesterday
at the office No.54 in Nay Pyi
Taw.

The ninth Waso robe offer-
ing ceremony of Constitution-
al Tribunal of the Union was
attended by Chairman U Myo

Nyunt and wife Daw Htay Yi,
members U Tin Maung Myint,
U Myint Win, U Khin Maung
Cho, Daw Khin Htay Kywe, Daw
Hla Myo Nwe, U Kyaw San and
staff from the office.

First, the congregation re-
ceived the Five Precepts from
Myint Htoo Tha Monastery

Sayadaw, and listened to the
parittas recited by the members
of Sangha. They then offered
Waso robes to the members of
Sangha.

Afterwards, the members
of Sangha were offered with
meal (soon). — MNA
(Translated by Kyaw Zin Tun)

Workshop on E-commerce for Trade
Negotiators held in Nay Py1 Taw

AWORKSHOP on E-commerce
for Trade Negotiators was held
at Ministry of Transport and
Communications in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday.

The purpose of the work-
shop is to build capacity of staff
so that Myanmar can catch up
with other ASEAN countries in
implementing projects included
in ASEAN economic community
2025.

At the event, Deputy Minis-
ter of Transport and Communi-
cations, U Thar Oo said that this
workshop aims at developing
digital technology and E-com-
merce, rising standards of na-
tional level grand strategy on
development and Part of that E
-Commerce plays in Myanmar’s
Economy and leveling up Cross
Border E-commerce and collab-
oration within ASEAN .

Ministry of Transport and
Communications aims at devel-
oping digital economy. With this
aim, they are taking charge of
the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership(RCEP)
and ASEAN Coordinating Com-
mittee on E-commerce (AC-
CEC). In Myanmar, they are
working with Digital Economic
Development Committee.

Capacity Building Programme

Workshop gn E-‘Cog}merce for

Tr
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Deputy Minister for Transportation and Communications U Thar Oo
presents Letter of acknowledgement to participants at the workshop
on E-commerce for Trade Negotiators in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

They are also managing
The ICT and E-commerce
Working Committee, a commit-
tee for executing aims of ACE
2025. The workshop was held by
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) and Economic Research
institute for ASEAN and East
Asia(ERIA) under the leader-
ship of Ministry of Transport
and Communications.

At the workshop, officials

of the Ministry of Commerce,
UNCTAD, ERIA, and private
organizations discussed devel-
opment of global and ASEAN
digital technology and E-com-
merce, Myanmar’s National
Grand Strategy on develop-
ment and part of E-commerce
in it and developing cross bor-
der E-commerce and collabo-
ration with in ASEAN.—MNA

(Translated by Alphonsus)
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Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Union Election Commission
Notification 116/2019

10" Waxing of Waso, 1381ME
(11 July 2019)

Defence Services Personnel
representative substituted

According to a request made in accordance with Section 33
of the Pyithu Hluttaw Election Law to substitute one Defence
Services Personnel Representative who is a parliamentarian, the
Union Election Commission has scrutinized and substituted the
following Pyithu Hluttaw representative shown on the left column
under the Notification 61/2018 of the commission dated 15-5-2018
with the one shown on the right column.

The Defence Services Personnel Representative of the Py-
ithu Hluttaw to be substituted was nominated by the Command-
er-in-Chief of the Defence Services in the second Multi-party
General Election held on 8 November 2015.

BC 28666
Lt-Col Thant Zaw

BC 19768
Lt-Col Than Oo Lwin

(Hla Thein)
Chairman
Union Election Commission

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Union Election Commission
Notification 118/2019

10" Waxing of Waso, 1381 ME
(11 July, 2019)

Permission to register as a
political party

Chin National League For Democracy Party headquartered
at No.1097, at Pyidaungsu Road at 45 Ward in Dagon Myothit
(north) Township, Yangon Region, has been permitted to register
as a political party in accordance with Section 9 of the Political
Parties Registration Law on 11 July 2019.

The registration number of Chin National League For De-
mocracy Party is 116.

(Hla Thein)
Chairman
Union Election Commission

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Union Election Commission

Notification 120/2019
10" Waxing of Waso, 1381 ME
(11 July, 2019)

Permission to register as a
political party

Mon Unity Party headquartered at No 324, 22" Street at
Myaing Tharyar Ward in Mawlamyine, Mon State, has been per-
mitted to register as a political party in accordance with Section
9 of the Political Parties Registration Law on 11 July 2019.

The registration number of Mon Unity Party is 117.

(Hla Thein)
Chairman
Union Election Commission
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Ministry of Border Affairs, SWISSAID sign MoU on community-based development projects

DEPARTMENT for Progress of
Border Areas and National Rac-
es, Ministry of Border Affairs,
and Swiss Foundation for De-
velopment Cooperation-SWIS-
SAID signed a Memorandum of
Understanding-MoU yesterday
at the office of the ministry in
Nay Pyi Taw.

At the signing ceremony,
Lt-Gen Ye Aung, the Union
Minister for Border Affairs,
first delivered opening speech,
and Ms Claire Elizabeth Light,
the Country Representative of
SWISSAID, explained about the
plans for development projects
included in the MoU.

Afterwards, U Ye Naing,
the Director-General of De-
partment for Progress of Bor-
der Areas and National Races,
and Country Representative of
SWISSAID signed the MoU.

With the cooperation be-
tween Department for Progress
of Border Areas and National

Races and SWISSAID from 2001
to date, five levels of communi-
ty-based all-round development
plan that includes long-term ag-
ricultural sector sustainability,
women’s development and gen-
der sector, community-based
savings programme and infra-
structure construction projects,
were carried out in Kachin and
Shan states with the use of
SWISSAID fund US$ 8.5 million.

According to the MoU, the
sixth level of community-based
all-round development plan will
be implemented in Kachin and
Shan states with the use of
over US$ 3 million from 2019 to
2022. The sixth level all-round
development projects will be
beneficial for 34,360 local ethnic
people from 195 villages in 16
townships.

Officials from Ministry of
Border Affairs will also be in
cooperation to successfully im-
plement the projects.
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Union Minister Lt-Gen Ye Aung attends the MoU signing ceremony between Ministry of Border Affairs and
SWISSAID in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

The signing ceremony was
attended Lt-Gen Ye Aung, the
Union Minister for Border Af-

fairs, Ms Claire Elizabeth Light,

M (Translated by Kyaw Zin

the Country Representative of Tun)

SWISSAID and officials.—MNA

UNSG’s Special Envoy meets with local people in Myebon Tsp

SPECIAL Envoy of the UN Sec-
retary-General, Mrs Christine
Schraner Burgener, and dele-

gation, accompanied by Depu-
ty Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement U Soe

Aung and Rakhine State Security
and Border Affairs Minister Col
Phone Tint, yesterday met with

UN Secretary-General Special Envoy Mrs Christine Schraner Burgener meets with people of IDP camp in
Myebon Township, Rakhine State. PHOTO; MNA

displaced people of IDP camp
in Myebon Township, Rakhine
State.

Firstly, the Special Envoy
and delegation met with, the
Rakhine ethnic people who are
displaced from their natives by
conflicts happened in 2012 and
are now living at the govern-
ment-constructed housings, at
the office of the leader of Kan
Tha Htwet Ward in Myebon
Township. During the meeting,
they interviewed the people
about the accommodation, food
and other needs, and also gave
words of encouragement to im-
prove education, health, social
and businesses.

Afterwards, the Special
Envoy and delegation met with
Rakhine young women associa-
tion at the office of the Myebon

Township rural development
department.

The delegation, accompa-
nied by the deputy minister and
state minister, also visited the
IDP camp in Taungpaw Ward,
Myebon Township, and inter-
viewed about the conditions of
accommodation, food, education
and healthcare service. They
then met with women and young
women at the women centre in
the camp.

They then returned to Sit-
tway, and met with Rakhine State
Hluttaw Speaker U San Kyaw
Hla at the Rakhine State Hlut-
taw in Sittway Town. The Spe-
cial Envoy and delegation also
met with women organizations
in Sittway at the Royal Sittwe
Hotel in Sittway Town.—MNA H
(Translated by Kyaw Zin Tun)

Flood rescue operations undertaken in Wamgmaw Myltkylna

THE authorities provided the
necessary aid and relief to flood
victims in Waingmaw and Myit-
kyina townships of Kachin State
on 10 July.

According to the Meteorol-
ogy and Hydrology Department,
water levels in the Ayeyawady
River reached 1,001 cm in the
morning on 10 July and climbed
to the danger mark of 1,081 cm
in the afternoon in Myitkyina
Township of Kachin State.

The high water levels in the
Ayeyawady River led to heavy

flooding in the wards of Myit-
kyina Township. Kachin State
Security and Border Affairs
Minister Colonel Nay Lin Tun,
U Zaw Win Tun, the Director of
the Kachin State Fire Services
Department, and concerned
officials inspected the flooded
areas and jointly participated
in resettlement activities.

A temporary relief camp
has been set up at the Aungzeya
monastery in Kyatpaungchan
ward of Myitkyina Town, and
273 people from 61 households

have been shifted to the camp. A
total of 205 flood-affected people
from Legone ward are currently
being provided shelter at the
Myasedi monastery.

Meanwhile, in Waingmaw,
125 people are being provided
temporary shelter at the high
school in Ward 2. The Meteorol-
ogy and Hydrology Department
is planning to issue hourly up-
dates on the level of water in
the river to the public.—U Win
Naing W

(Translated by La Wonn)

Flremen using a boat to help re51dents cross a flooded area.
PHOTO: U WIN NAING
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Union Minister for
Border Affairs receives
Chinese Ambassador

UNION Minister for Border Af-
fairs Lt-Gen Ye Aung received
Chinese Ambassador Mr Chen
Hai yesterday at his office in
Nay Pyi Taw.

During the meeting, they
cordially discussed matters re-
lated to peace and stability and
development in border areas,
human resources development
of national races youths, and
socioeconomic development of
people in border regions.

They then discussed mat-
ters related to implementing
peace and national reconcilia-

tion processes, Rakhine State’s
peace, stability, development
and repatriation of displaced
people, and cooperation in de-
velopment works in Kachin and
Shan states.

They also openly discussed
future bilateral cooperation
matters including the People’s
Republic of China’s US$ 30
million assistance to Ministry
of Border Affairs to carry out
development projects border
region in three year—MNA |

(Translated by Kyaw Zin
Tun)

Union Minister for Border Affairs Lt-Gen Ye Aung holds talks with Chinese Ambassador Mr Chen Hai in Nay Pyi

Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Dr Pe Myint discusses community centres, media ethics at meeting

UNION Minister for Information
Dr Pe Myint received trainees
undertaking the Media and In-
formation Literacy Course No.1,
conducted by the Information
and Public Relations Depart-
ment, yesterday afternoon at
the ministry in Nay Pyi Taw.
During the meeting, the Un-
ion Minister said that the course

came about due to the require-
ments of the present time. “It
has been designed to provide a
better understanding of the cur-
rent situation for more effective
work,” he said.

“Itis impossible to survive if
one doesn’t adapt to the current
situation and do one’s best. Thus,
constant study is necessary,” he

said.

He also stressed the need
to successfully establish com-
munity centres in regions and
states and to make the best use
of the centres.

At the centers housed at
the Information and Public Re-
lations Departments in regions
and states, talk shows and read-

Union Minister Dr Pe Myint meets with trainees from the Media and Information Literacy Course No.1 at the
Ministry of Information yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

ing programs are being organ-
ized, he said.

Arrangements must be
made at the centres to attract
people and help them discuss
social, economic, and political
affairs, said the Union Minister.

He also urged the trainees
to attach great importance to
accuracy and journalistic ethnics
when they write news stories.

“The purpose of the course
is to promote critical thinking
as to what to believe and what
not to believe in news. It is im-
portant of making collaborative
efforts to attract public interest
in elections and to ensure fair
elections,” he said.

Then, U Ye Naing, the Direc-
tor-General of the Information
and Public Relations Depart-
ment, spoke about the projects
implemented by the department,
gave a report on the Informa-
tion and Public Relations De-
partments in the regions and
states, and the activities held at

community centers, such as talk
shows and reading programs, in
the regions and states.

Thereafter, the trainees
reported the difficulties faced
in organizing talk shows and
reading programs at the state
and regional community centers.

Afterwards, Deputy Minis-
ter U Aung Hla Tun and Per-
manent Secretary U Myo Myint
Maung discussed the need for
working more closely with oth-
er departments and adapting to
current developments.

The Union Minister made
additional remarks and deliv-
ered the concluding speech.

The course is being conduct-
ed from 8 to 18 July at the train-
ing center at the head quarter
of the Information and Public
Relations Department. It has
been reported that 19 assistant
directors of regional and state
public relation offices are attend-
ing the course. m (Translated by
Alphonsus)

Foreign tourists seek interpreters over licensed tour guides

INTERNATIONAL tourists are
opting for interpreters to show
them around Myanmar instead
of hiring tour guides, said U Tun
Myat, executive member of My-
anmar Tourist Guides Associa-
tion, adding that they are con-
ducting necessary evaluations.

He made the remark in
a reply to the media after the
2019 Myanmar Chinese Tourist
Guides meeting and Myanmar
Travel Sector seminar.
Scrutinizing translators

U Tun Myat said hiring
interpreters instead of tourist

guides is not actually legal. He
said explaining about the coun-
try requires highlighting its rich
cultural history and this is some-
thing only their trained tourist
guides can do.

He said interpreters would
only translate what they saw
and if the tour group leader will
only talk about what they know
then it would negatively affect
our country’s image, culture and
history. He said this is why they
are evaluating the interpreters.
Favouring interpreters

From the beginning of 2018,

there was a decrease in Europe-
an travellers and an increase in
Chinese tourists who choose to
hire interpreters to show them
around, thus creating less job
opportunities for Chinese-speak-
ing tour guides. Internationally,
tourist guides are the only people
permitted to show foreign tour-
ists around the area.

Daw Win Pa Pa, a Chi-
nese-speaking tour guide, spoke
of the unlicensed tour guides
working in Myanmar. She said
Chinese take UFL and Burmese
courses and can speak the lan-

guage moderately.

She said if unlicensed tour
guides are not kept in check then
those who can speak a bit of Bur-
mese will lead their own groups
and not hire local tour guides.
She wished for authorities to
take immediate action.

Other tour guides also voice
their opinion for immigration
checkpoints to check for tourist
guide licenses.

Training qualified tour
guides

The Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism regularly trains tour-

ists guides and currently there
are over 300 Chinese speaking
guides out of 10,000.

The majority of Chinese
tourists take the Mandalay
tours while some enter Yan-
gon. The Ministry of Labour,
Immigration and Population’s
statistics show that there were
112,158 Chinese tourists up to
May 2018 and 266,301 for May
2019. —Htin Paw Win (Ka-
mayut) |

(Translated by
Zaw Htet Oo)
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Plasticis the
enemy of

rivers

HE water that flows in rivers and lakes is an essen-

tial part of people’s lives. We come into contact with

water everyday and it impacts our health, livelihood

and safety. Therefore, it is imperative that we main-

tain the cleanliness and integrity of the rivers we depend on.

The National Water Resources Committee (NWRC) held

meeting 2/2019 on 9 July in Nay Pyi Taw where its Chairman

Vice President U Henry Van Thio led discussions on developing

aquatic sectors, effective management of water resources,
and implementing maintenance efforts.

Our entire
lives and
generations
to come will
be affected
by the pol-
lution that
we do not
control so we
must see to 1t
that we begin
cleaning up
our act be-
fore it is too
late.

Ensuring rivers and
other bodies of water flow
smoothly is important as
it will prevent floods dur-
ing the monsoon season’s
heavy rains. Furthermore,
they can provide safe drink-
ing water and ample irriga-
tion to the farmlands.

The Ayeyawady River
is the lifeblood of Myanmar
and the most important of
all its rivers. But now, the
treasured river is facing
contamination and shrink-
ing so much that it’s caus-
ing loss of life. Statistics
show that 119 tons of plastic
waste is dumped into the
Irrawaddy each day and
it ranked as the 9th most
contaminated river of the
world in 2017.

Meanwhile, the Yangon
River also gets 29 tons of
garbage tossed into it every
day. Plastic water bottles,
plastic bags, plastic con-
tainers and Styrofoam
containers make the bulk
of the waste polluting the
river. Plastic is dangerous
for both the environment
and the living creatures

residing in it. The small particles of plastic can enter the
respiratory system of animals and impede their breathing and
also threatens the delicate ecosystem of rivers and oceans.

But the consequences don’t end there. Plastic that enters
into freshwater fish consumed by humans makes its way
into our digestive systems and poses a danger to millions
of people as well. While no immediate harm is visible to us
yet, microplastics can remain in our body and cause health
concerns in the long run, especially seeing that we continue
to consume contaminated aquatic food every day.

We must band together to find a solution to the plastic
crisis and we need that answer now more thane ever. Our
entire lives and generations to come will be affected by the
pollution that we do not control so we must see to it that we
begin cleaning up our act before it is too late. And not only
for us, our world and the living beings that share our planet
are counting on us to save the environment.

We should not forget to owe Bogyoke

a great debt of gratitude

There are a lot of examples that indicate unity among people and would bring peace and sta-
bility. In Myanmar, it happened once during the reign of King Anawrahta, and again during the
reign of Bayinnaung, King Alaungpaya and Hsinbyushin when Myanmar people were united.

N our lifetime, there are mis-
takes and truth, good and
bad deeds competing with
each other. While being in a
tug-of-war circumstance, a race
happens to choose between two
ways to follow; the nation’s life-
or-death decision will create a
situation to emerge someone as
a martyr. A martyr by the name
of Bogyoke Aung San emerged
in a crisis situation in Myanmar.
His birthplace was Natmauk
town from where the foot of
Yoma mountain range was seen
flat under the bright sun. In the
morning, it was misty along the
mountain ranges. The sun began
setting in the west, with the villag-
ers enjoying bluish and amazing
background of the mountains.

Education of man'’s skills

As the world was imbued with
graceful environments, what sort
of mentality did Maung Aung San
have? Myanmar had been under

than a whit. Maung Aung San
grew up in these surroundings;
he started schooling at Myanmar
vernacular school and continued
his studies in English-Myanmar
school and then to the University
tolearn more man’s skills. During
the University days, he studied
English, History and Politics and
he graduated with Arts. That ed-
ucation sowed seeds in his mind
that was somewhat similar to that
of American citizens before US
independence.

Struggles forindependence
Many facts were repeatedly
written about how Bogyoke strug-
gled for independence against
British and gained it through per-
severance and mental strength.
There are a lot of examples that
indicate unity among people and
would bring peace and stability.
In Myanmar, it happened once
during the reign of King Anaw-
rahta, and again during the reign

.. leadership qualities were of Im-
mense benefits to our country.
Only when the unity of ethnic

nationals was attained, then our

country would become prosper-
ous, according to his views.

the yoke of imperialism during
his young days. He was unhap-
py to hear that there were many
people who had gross violations
of Myanmar’s good deeds. If it
is accepted according to the ad-
age: livelihood will be created by
the surroundings of a man’s life;
in that case, Maung Aung San’s
birthplace, parents and relatives
must be taken into consideration.

His surroundings would not
tolerate any subjugation other

of Bayinnaung, King Alaungpaya
and Hsinbyushin when Myanmar
people were united.

Bogyoke’s political and lead-
ership qualities were of immense
benefits to our country. Only when
the unity of ethnic nationals was
attained, then our country would
become prosperous, according to
his views.

During the British occupa-
tion, Myanmar was divided be-
tween the Highlanders and Myan-

mar Proper. The regions served
the British not as the shields to
protect against the outsiders, but
also served as stooges for con-
trolling internal rebellion. That is
why the policy for the highlanders
is an outcasting one depending
on the two facts Ayeyawady val-
ley and delta and related regions
were Myanmar Proper under the
British Occupation. In order to
have the power at their finger-
tips, the British named Myanmar
ethnic highlanders as Shans,
Jingphos, Chins and Was, thus
becoming a backward part of the
country. Later their places were
christened as the Regions. How-
ever, Highlanders and Myanmar
Proper had to live separately.

Highly respected leader
Bogyoke’s intelligence saw
Myanmar’s independence with-

out the highl and was meaning-
less. In ancient times, a national
unity among the people was by
means of arms. Nowadays, or-
ganization by arms is no longer
updated; things must be no longer
thought of. All indigenous peo-
ple in Myanmar are of the single
story, day and place. In order to

get the people convinced of that
principle, Bogyoke went every
nook and cranny of our country
to deliver lectures for a unity.
Wherever he went, he was highly
respected by all ethnic nationals.

Bogyoke won the love of
indigenous people in Jinpho’s
Manaw Festival, Panglong Con-

In order to have the power
at their fingertips, the British
named Myanmar ethnic
highlanders as Shans, Jingphos
and Chins, thus becoming a
backward part of the country:.

4 ) )
_ |

ference in Shan State, gayal meat
as a gesture of peace in Falam in
Chin State and New Year Festival
by Karen Christian and Buddhist
nationals in Hlaingbwe township.
By winning the love of indigenous
people of our country, Myanmar
gained unity among all ethnic na-
tionals. Goodwill does not come
from a superficial impression of
warmth and friendliness, but from
the bottom of people’s hearts. Af-
ter getting the unity of Myanmar
ethnic nationals, we will be on
equal terms with other nation-
alities to solve the great world
peace, thus paying the way to
emerge as a Myanmar citizen.
The result is due to the efforts of
Bogyoke and all Myanmar nation-
als should not forget to owe him
a great debt of gratitude.

Translated by Arakan Sein
(1]

Announcement
on road closure on
Martyrs' Day

Some Yangon roads will be closed on 19 July on account of
the 72nd Martyrs’ Day ceremony at the Martyrs’ Mausole-
um in Bahan Township from 4 a.m. till the completion of the

ceremony.

While roads will remain closed, bypass routes will be
kept open for vehicles passing through West Shwegondine
Road to the Link Junction, Dhammazedi Road and Inya Road
junction, Dhammazedi Road and U Wisara Junction, West
Shwegondaing Road and U Wisara Junction.

Arzarni Road, and the eastern, western, and southern
archways of the Shwedagon Pagoda, Arzarni Street, and the
northern archway of the Shwedagon Pagoda (Thwaysaykan
Road) will also remain closed.

The Yangon Region Traffic Rules Enforcement

Announcement on closure of
Bogyoke Aung San Museum
Road on Martyrs' Day

For the convenience of visitors headed to the Bogyoke Aung
San Museum on Martyrs’ Day (19 July), the Bogyoke Aung San
Museum Road will be closed from 5 a.m. until the museum’s
closing time. Commuters are advised to use other routes
while the road is temporarily closed.

Yangon Region Traffic Rules Enforcement

"Notice for visitors to Bogyoke Aung San Museum'
You are respectfully requested not to bring the following items into the museum.

Mobile Phones and ®

Matchs/Malchoxes f{'{ j

Flower bougquest, flower
wreaths and flower baskels

Vinyls

Bottles and Cans

PVC and Steel pipes used as
poles for Flags

® @ X ®

o
U {

Don't talk on the phone while driving.

Don't
touch me
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Few water vessels under repair at Mandalay Yadanarbon Dockyard

ONLY a few water vessels are
currently under repair at the
Mandalay Yadanarbon Dock-
yard as some vessels have been
docked after a drop in the flow of
goods. The shipyard is carrying
out minor and major renovations
to strengthen the vessels.

At the shipyard, maritime
transport operators submit re-
quests for repair of water ves-
sels from Inland Water Transport
(IWT) to the budget, depending
on their use, said U Zaw Win
Myint, the Deputy Command
Engineer of the shipyard.

“Currently, we are not build-
ing any water vessels. We are
only servicing water vessels and
carrying out minor renovations.
We first target how many vessels
will be repaired per year depend-
ing upon the use of the vessels.
Then, we calculate the cost of
repairs. The demand for water
vessels for transportation has
been less,” he added.

From January to September;
2019, the Yadanarbon Dockyard

has targeted to repair nine water
vessels, including from Patine,
Paukton, and Pon Nyar. Current-
ly, two water vessels owned by
IWT are being repaired at the
Dockyard. “The main income
for the department comes from
building new vessels. Conduct-
ing repairs on vessels earns us
only K20,000 per day. And, the
repairs can be finished within five

o e
i I P

Vessels docking to repair at Mandalay Yadanarbon Dockyard. PHOTO: KHIN SAT WAI

days. Yadanarbon Dockyard is a
high quality dockyard. There are
some privately owned dockyards
in Mingun which are carrying out
repairs alone on a manageable
scale,” he added.

“The IWT is operating 21
motor vessels in Upper Myan-
mar. All water vessels are re-
quired to be repaired at the Ya-
danarbon Dockyard. Sometimes,

the shipyard is hired to repair
other privately owned motor ves-
sels or build new ones. Building
of new water vessels costs K20
million,” he said. Passenger ves-
sels need to be repaired every
two years, while tug have to be
repaired every five years at the
Yadanarbon Dockyard.—Khin
Sat Wai
(Translated by Hay Mar)

Yazagyo Dam resumes power generation, starts supplying to national grid

Aerial view of Yazagyo Dam. PHOTO : SHIN NAY MIN (GANGAW)

THE Yazagyo Dam, which re-
ceived reduced water supply
from the Nerinjara River this

summer and was in danger of
drying up, resumed power gen-
eration at its 2MW plant and

began supplying electricity to
the national grid on 9 July ac-
cording to Staff officer U Myo
Tun, incharge of the dam. The
dam, located in the northern part
of Kalay, Sagaing Region, has a
storage capacity of about 52,000
acre feet. It has been filling up
with silt and logs ever since a
naturally formed landslide dam
on Chin Hill collapsed in 2015.
The authorities have been
working to provide sufficient ir-
rigation water for plantation and
electricity generation since ever
water began flowing into the dam

this rainy season. The dam has
also begun providing irrigation
water to fields through channels.

A step-by-step process was
implemented and power trans-
mission to the national grid be-
gan on 9 July, he said.

The volume of water fed
into the dam by the Nerinjara
River, which originates in Chin
State, had decreased from over
60,000 cubic feet per second in
the rainy season to 70 cubic feet
this summer. — Shin Nay Min
(Gangaw) m

(Translated by La Wonn)

Access to public healthcare remains a challenge in Myanmar: report

EXPANDING the reach of public
healthcare services remains a
challenge in Myanmar; accord-
ing to the 3MDG Fund report,
released on 10 July.

According to the report,
when the 3MDG Fund was es-
tablished, Myanmar was politi-
cally isolated and investment in
the country’s health sector was
among the lowest in the world.
Barriers to quality healthcare
— high costs, poor transport,
stigma, low levels of health-seek-
ing behaviour — seemed insur-
mountable, the report stated.
The healthcare system itself
needed improvement on account
of infrastructure gaps, an unre-
liable supply chain, and limited
human resources for health, it

added. Challenges to healthcare
access were more pronounced
in areas of conflict, the report
stated.

According to the report,
during the operation of 3SMDG
Fund between 2013 and 2018,
there have been many trans-
formations in Myanmar. The
health budget increased from a
low starting point, but this still
meant more money was spent
on health, and signified a greater
commitment to meet the health-
care needs of the people of My-
anmar, and a concerted space
for funds like SMDG to operate
with the assistance of SMDG’s
donors, Sweden, Switzerland, the
United Kingdom, and the United
States, the report stated.

The ‘3MDG End of Fund
and 2018 Annual Report: Deliv-
ering Health in Changing Times’
shares the accomplishments,
challenges, and lessons learnt
from the entire lifetime of the
fund, with a specific focus on
2018. Crucial to Myanmar’s ac-
complishments documented in
the report is a focus on flexibility,
responsiveness, and agility in
the face of a rapidly changing
context, and never straying from
the core objective to bring better
healthcare to the needy.

With the Ministry of Health
and Sports gearing to fulfill the
healthcare needs of the majority
of the population, it is towards
the unreached populations that
the Access to Health Fund will

target its efforts, the report stat-
ed. This means working to sup-
port ethnic health organizations
in non-governmental controlled
areas, seeking out the most vul-
nerable groups such as people
with disabilities, prisoners, and
people dependent on drugs, and
making sure they can access the
care they need, the report stated.
And, it means finding ways to
continue delivering care even
when conflict threatens to dis-
rupt the health system, and
understanding that health can
bring people together, and good
health is central to social cohe-
sion and peace, the report stated,
adding that this work has already
begun.—GNLM M (Translated
by Hay Mar)
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Four firms submit request
for proposal to foreign bank
selection group

FOUR firms out of eight con-
sulting subsidiaries in Myan-
mar have submitted Requests
for Proposal to provide consul-
tation services for the selection
of foreign banks. The RFPs
were invited as the Central
Bank of Myanmar is moving
forward with the liberalization
process.

Following the announce-
ment inviting RFPs, Deloitte
Touche Myanmar Vigour Ad-
visory Limited, Pricewater-
houseCoopers (PWC) Myan-
mar Co Ltd, EY UTW Advisory
Limited, and Roland Berger Co
Ltd submitted their requests
for proposal to the Foreign
Bank Selection Group on 24
June.

One of the firms will be se-
lected soon based on a 15-point
criteria set by the Foreign
Bank Selection Group, and the
final selection will be submit-
ted at the upcoming meeting
of the group.

At present, foreign banks
can provide only corporate
banking services in the coun-
try, and they have been re-
stricted from providing retail
banking services and direct
lending to the public. They are
not allowed to take immovable

assets as collateral. Financing
instruments include opening
letter of credit, bill discount,
and bill purchase. Lenders
offer loans against fixed de-
posits.

The 13 foreign bank
branches that have been per-
mitted by the Central Bank of
Myanmar so far are MUFG
Bank Ltd, Oversea-Chinese
Banking Corporation Ltd, Su-
mitomo Mitsui Banking Cor-
poration, United Overseas
Bank Limited, Bangkok Bank
Public Company Limited, In-
dustrial and Commercial Bank
of China, Malayan Banking
Berhad (Maybank), Mizuho
Bank Limited, Australia and
New Zealand Banking Group
Limited, The Joint Stock Com-
mercial Bank for Investment
and Development of Vietnam
(BIDV), Shinhan Bank, E.Sun
Commercial Bank Limited,
and the State Bank of India.

The CBM has been work-
ing to open up the banking
sector. It granted licences
to the first nine foreign bank
branches in 2015, four licenses
in 2016, and more licenses are
expected to be granted this
year—Mon Mon H

(Translated by EMM)
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Farmers plant rice seedlings in a paddy field on the outskirts of Yangon. PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR

Weakness in rice processing capacity
hindering exports: traders

By Nyein Nyein

WEAKNESSES in the rice pro-
cessing capacity, poor logistics,
and supply chain infrastructure
are impeding exports, said U
Than Oo, the secretary of the
Bayintnaung rice depot.

“There is a mismatch be-
tween the capacity of rice mills
and demand. Rice mills do not
have the capacity to produce
enough rice to meet the demand,
despite a large supply of raw
material. Poor processing tech-
nology is hindering the export
process,” said U Than Oo.

“Weakness in the manu-
facturing capacity is leading to
stockpiling of raw materials and
posing obstacles to exportation.
Only well-milled rice varieties are
traded in the domestic market,
and rice needs to be processed
— refined and polished — for
export,” he said.

“Earlier, only well-milled rice
was shipped to African countries
at a cheap price. This year, sor-
texed rice is being traded. How-

ever, the capacity of rice mill ma-
chines is limited when it comes
to processing rice and producing
sortexed rice, which is devoid of
impurities, discoloration, and
broken grains. All the mill ma-
chines in Yangon are busy,” said
U Than Oo.

At present, rice mill ma-
chines are running 24 hours,
and ships are docked at the port
to load the rice, according to the
rice market.

The rice millers have sought
government loans to operate the
rice mills using advanced tech-
nology and deregulation of rules
and regulations.

“Most rice mills are execut-
ing milling business on a manage-
able scale. We require large-scale
production, like international pro-
ducers. If rice can be produced in
astrategic location, it can reduce
certain costs. For example, rice
is supplied from Shwebo Town
to Yangon and Mandalay mar-
kets. Then, the rice is processed
again in Yangon. If the finished
rice products are directly load-

ed onto ships, it will help reduce
logistics and supply chain costs,”
said U Than Oo.

Myanmar exports rice
through the border gates as well
as via maritime trade. However,
agricultural products trade with
China through the border gates
has been halted on account of
China clamping down on illegal
trade. This has resulted in a dras-
tic drop in rice exports through
the border. Therefore, rice trad-
ers have been mainly relying on
maritime trade.

Between 1 October; 2018 and
28 June, 2019, over 561,364.8 tons
of rice, worth US$168.78 million,
was exported through the border
gates, while maritime exports
crossed 1 million tons, valued at
$363.19 million, data from the My-
anmar Rice Federation showed.

In the nine months since Oc-
tober in the current fiscal year,
over 1.7 million metric tons of rice
and broken rice were shipped to
foreign countries, with an esti-
mated value of $531.98 million.
B (Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

MFTF to send trade mission to China to resolve aquatic exports issues

By Aye Yamone

THE Myanmar Fisheries Fed-
eration is planning to send a
trade mission to China to hold
discussions with the General
Administration of Customs of
the People’s Republic of China
(GACC) and resolve aquatic ex-
ports issues.

Five representatives from
the fisheries federation, the
Fisheries Department, the
Customs Department, and the
Trade Department will be part

of the mission.

“All officials from the con-
cerned departments have
agreed to go on the trade mis-
sion for holding discussions with
the export and import organiza-
tions from China so trade can be
conducted with the neighbour-
ing country officially.

To be able to do so quickKly,
four or five officials from the
fisheries federation will follow
the trade mission. The GACC is
overseeing not only export-im-
port matters but also food safety

in China. Previously, the AQSIQ
had this jurisdiction in every
sector; but now the responsibili-
ty has been handed to GACC for
all sectors. So, we need to meet
with the GACC,” said Dr Toe
Nandar Tin, senior vice presi-
dent, MFF.

While the MFF had sent
a letter to GACC, requesting
a meeting with the concerned
officials, on 5 September, 2018
through Myanmar’s commer-
cial attaché in China, the MFF
has not able to implement the

plan yet.

Currently, Myanmar fish
need to be sent to GACC along
with the guarantee that the fish
and prawns meant for export
are free from disease. Then,
China will sign a Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with
Myanmar, allowing it to export
fish legally.

To boost trade, the MFF has
sought a preliminary meeting
to discuss resolving the diffi-
culties encountered whenever
Myanmar aquatic products are

exported to China, as well as to
ensure smooth trade with Chi-
na. The federation made the
request at the 28" regular meet-
ing held between the private
sector development committee
and private entrepreneurs on
29 June.

Myanmar aquatic products
are being exported to more than
40 countries including China,
Saudi Arabia, Thailand, and Ja-
pan. Myanmar striped catfish
are demanded mainly by China.
M(Translated by Hay Mar)
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UN rights council orders
‘report’ on Philippine drug war

GENEVA — The UN Human
Rights Council on Thursday
narrowly approved a resolution
mandating a “comprehensive”
international review of the drug
war in the Philippines, which
watchdogs say has claimed
more than 20,000 lives.

The resolution had faced
strong pushback from President
Rodrigo Duterte’s government,
which counters that the toll has
been exaggerated — its esti-
mates say 5,300 have died —
and that the crackdown enjoys
widespread popular support.

Duterte’s three-year so-
called drug war has unleashed a
surge of bloodshed in the Asian
island nation, with reports of
nightly slayings of suspects by
police and masked gunmen.

Activists said they had in-

itially hoped the UN would de-
mand a formal “inquiry”, but
compromised on calling for a
“report” to win a majority.

The text, proposed by Ice-
land, was backed by 18 states
in the 47-member council, with
14 nations voting against and 15
abstentions.

It gives UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights Mi-
chelle Bachelet a year to pre-
pare a “comprehensive written
report on the situation of human
rights in the Philippines”.

Bachelet’s spokeswoman,
RavinaShamdasani, said the
report would offer an opportu-
nity to “get clarity around the
contested facts, figures and
circumstances” of the drug war.

Manila dismissed the vote.

“The Philippines rejects
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this resolution,” foreign secre-
tary TeodoroLocsin said in a
statement.

“We will not accept a polit-
ically partisan and one-sided
resolution, so detached from
the truth on the ground,” he
added, warning “there will be
consequences.”

Speaking shortly be-
fore the resolution was ap-
proved,Duterte called the text
“crazy” but said he would con-
sider allowing UN rights staff
into the country.

“Let them state their pur-
pose and I will review it,” he
said. When then UN rights chief
ZeidRa’ad Al Hussein raised
concern about the drug war
in 2016, Duterte called him an
“idiot” and a “son of a bitch”.
—AFPH

The so-called drug war launched three years ago in the Philippines has unleashed a surge of

bloodshed. PHOTO: AFP

l

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and Denmark’s Prime Minister
MetteFrederiksen gave a joint news conference. PHOTO: AFP

Merkel sits during anthems
after shaking spells

BERLIN — German Chancellor
Angela Merkel on Thursday in-
sisted she took care of her health
after remaining seated during
national anthems at an official
ceremony, in a rare change of
protocol apparently to prevent a
repeat of uncontrollable shaking.

With questions swirling
about Merkel’s health after she
suffered three episodes of shak-
ing in publicin less than a month,
the veteran leader opted to play
safe. After greeting Denmark’s
new Prime Minister MetteFred-
eriksen at the portico of the chan-
cellery, a smiling Merkel walked
her over to a podium where both
leaders took their seats before
the anthems played.

Asked by journalists if she
had seen a doctor over the shak-
ing incidents and about the re-
sults of any medical checks,
Merkel declined to give specifics.

“You can assume that firstly,
I know the responsibilities of my
office and that I therefore act
accordingly with regard to my

health,” Merkel said at the joint
news conference with Frederik-
sen. ‘And secondly, you can also
assume that as a person, I have a
strong personal interest in being
in good health and that I take
care of my health,” she said.

Standing next to her at the
press conference, Frederiksen
said she found the chancellor “as
strong and competent as before
I came to Berlin today.”

‘Live with it

The unusual decision to use
seats came a day after a similar
ceremony when the German
chancellor was seen shaking
involuntarily for the third time.

On Wednesday, Merkel
began trembling as national
anthems were being played at
the reception of Finnish Prime
Minister AnttiRinne.

Just over an hour later, she
attended a press conference as
planned and told journalists that
her health was no cause for con-
cern—AFPH

from the Vessel.

the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V FILOTIMO VOY. NO. (926S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V FILOTIMO
VOY. NO. (9268S) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 12-07-2019 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of M.I.T.T/M.1.P where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT (S’PORE)

PTELTD

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V MAERSK WOLGAST VOY. NO. (926S/928N)
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V MAERSK
WOLGAST VOY. NO. (926S/928N) are hereby notified
that the vessel will be arriving on 12-07-2019 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of M.L.T.T/T.M.T where it
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT (S’PORE)
PTE LTD
Phone No: 2301185

of the Port of Yangon.

from the Vessel.

the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301928

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V HONG KAI
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V HONG KAl
VOY. NO. (1905) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 12-07-2019 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of M.L.T.T-4 where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S ELDER TRIUMPHANT
SHIPPING LINES PTE., LTD
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THE @ENTRAL
+95 9777 773 770

Ez2[E  GALLERY SHOWROOM
i No. 7-8, Kabar Aye Pagoda Road,
O Yankin Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Image Square Yangon

Unit 7~8, Aung San Stadium (South Wing),
Mingalar Taung Nyunt Township, Yangon.
Tel: (01) 243038, 243037, 393438

Fax: (01) 393438

Canon

Authorised Distributor

image ‘fww

Image Square Mandalay

Unit (1), SY Building on 78th Street,

(Opposite to Railways Station), Mandalay.

Tel: (02) 36014, 39657, 39816-9, 09-798803761

Limes City

-

Website: http://www.timescity.com.mm
Facebook: Times City Yangon - Myanmar
Email: timescityproject@gmail.com

Kamayut/Sanchaung Township, Yangon.
Ph: 09-765800800 , 09-764800800 , 09-5045777

Comer of Hanthawaddy Road and Kyun Taw Road,

€Y LOFT

L"\'\"Q)l._(i f

GRAND HANTHA Kyee Myindaing Kanner Road,
INTERNATIONAL HospITAL Kamaryut Township, Yangon.

Ph: 01 231 7617, 01 523 000, 01 523 111

(7 MYANMAR GOLDEN ROCK Fax: (02) 36014
r ) | MELIA YANGON HOTEL
_ Grand Hantha
g . No. 192,
A International Hospital Kaba Aye Pagoda Road,
¢ : Bahan Township, Yangon,
GREED. GRAXE. CARE FOR THE FEOPLE No.3, Corner of Nar Nat Taw Street & Myanmar.

PH - +95 1 934 5000
FAX - +95 1 934 5055
melia.yangon(@
meliayangon.com.mm

%’ggﬁ%‘f SEA LION Medical Referral Centre
Address : 181, Bo Myat Tun Street,

Botataung Township, Yangon

Phone 1 495 (0)1 20 21 20, 29 97 97
24/7 Hotline: +95(0)9 5106666

SHWE TAUNG

Real Estate

Ahlone Tower, River View Garden Housing,

Strand Road, Ahlone Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Hotline 09 255 111 888, 01 230 0077

Website  www.shwetaunggroup.com

B

0$3c§88c\'eeao=t{]

' 2 4 EMERGENCY

013684411

ome is where the heart is...

The Ultimate in Luxury Living

dE=maEh

(asabella yangon Casabella Mandalay Casabella NayPyiTaw

22, Pyay Road, 9 Mile, Comer of 77 and 32 Street. Ocean Oftaya Thir,

Mayangone Tsp, Yangon. Tel: 08 2062726, Ground Floor.

Tel: 664363, 660769 09 402615934 Tel : 09 73139698
homa cantra 0% 448536515

Casabella

THE FIRST WATCH
WORN ON THE MOON
#MOONWATCH

Q
OMEGA

OMEGA Boutique:

Sule Square, Sule Shangri-La Hotle
Yangon Tel: +95 9691187001
AVAILABLE AT:

Swiss Time Square
Yangon Tel: +95 1 540189

G-136, G- Floor, Building 1,

SOHO Diamond Tower,

Nar Nat Taw Street,

Kamayut Township, Yangon, Myanmar.
Ph: 01-705577, 09-730 38899,
09-7777 16161, 09-4433 16161

BuLcoal
BROTHERS

Korean Restaurant

BAR & RESTAURANT

No 108, Bo Aung Kyaw Street,
Strand Block, Botahtaung,
Yangon Myanmar.

Ph +95 1 380284, +95 1380362
[|IE Opening Hours

d 11:00 AM — 00:00 PM

Fire and Ice Bar

G-61, Fround floor,

Urban Asian center,
Maharbandula Road,
Between 47" & 48" street,
Botataung Tsp, Yangon.
Ph: 09969684518

Find our stores at

Sule Square, Junction City, City Mall, Vantage

" Tower, Myanmar Plazu.;anihcryur Center,
Centrepoint Tower, 4

8 Mile Hotel Cogwg soon!

Ph: +95 1505085

Email: cufecmazon@pﬂodmyanﬂarcom J

Gilyinang

Supermarket

City Mart Holding Company Limited
Address - No.44/1, Kyun Shwe War Street, Dagon Saik Kan
Township, Yuzana Housing Estate.Ph - 09425363857

Mg

furowindow

Thermal-acoustic Insulation

Address Nu.(275&::rza Thingyan 7th Street, 11 Ward,
South Okkalapa Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Contact  +95 (9) 765 898 932

Website  www.eurowindow.biz

Mingalar Sky

Premium Lounge
Coming Soon

|  Formore info sale@mingalarsky.com
ph.095085832, 09401672752

fome =" com
Myanmar's Freshest Fleet
= = ® Self drive
| | @ Rent by the hour
D SN © One way rental available

A a @_ﬂ&‘gc Available nationwide

@ International standard insurance coverage

Reserve Now

www.ynmacarshare.f_om

Hotline: 09 966 235 338 / 09 YOMAFLEET

British University of Yangon

11A Inya Road, Yangon, Myanmar | 09 799 01 0001 |
hello@bu.edu.mm | www.bu.edu.mm | fb.com/bu.edu.mm

A N/
J~M
Ph : +95-1-2304801, +95-1-2304802

No.19, Baho Road, Sanchaung Township, Yangon, Myanmar.

Premier Broardband
Business Service
Provider

I

Myanmar Information Highway Limited

MIH's Services Unit 19, Level 9, Tower 2, HAGL Myanmar Centre Tower,
1.Fiber Internet 192, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon
2.IPLC Office Phone : 01 9345 392

3.Co-Location Email : sales@mih.com.mm

4.Cloud Website : www.mih.com.mm

Distribution, Transportation and Car Rental

Real Time GPS Car Tracker ﬁa :
+ Track and view location of your vehicle in real time. MARS i |
+ hutomatically records data while out of cellular sendce area and] ] i @
uploads when the signal is back. | f 1 7
+ Download Total Mileage (km) and Data via onfine (internet) system.

+ Compatible with MPT and Telenor SIM Card for Real Time System.

+ \ew playback history of travelled tracks online for & months.

+ Automatic nolifications.(Cver speed, SOS, Geofence exit or enter, efc) @‘
Adjust recarding Inferval 4 L h A

+ Predefine peints prior to the journey.

YYae Kyaw Complex, Rm No. 307, 3 Floor, PZDG Yangon. £F: nsmzuwmmzm
I~ dpsmap@gmail com 1 facebook. : dp:

-3

Classified Ads Column

HOTLINE 09974424848



14 WORLD

12 JULY 2019

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Trump escalates war on social media at
White House ‘summit’

WASHINGTON — Escalating
his attacks on Silicon Valley,
President Donald Trump hint-
ed Thursday at new regulations
on social media as he gathered
critics of major online platforms
at a White House “summit.”

Trump invited conservative
activists who have been curbed
or banned on social media to
press his argument that big so-
cial networks are discriminating
against conservatives, notwith-
standing his large online follow-
ing.

“A big subject today at the
White House Social Media Sum-
mit will be the tremendous dis-
honesty, bias, discrimination and
suppression practiced by certain
companies. We will not let them
get away with it much longer,”
Trump tweeted.

The comments stoked fears
that the White House may seek

US President Donald Trump is escalating his attacks on social media,
alleging bias and discrimination as he gathered with critics of Big Tech at
a White House ‘'summit’. PHOTO: AFP

to eliminate the legal framework
that protects online services
from liability over harmful con-
tent posted by others but hosted
on their platforms.

Digital rights activists and

others warned that removing the
protection — codified as Section
230 of a 1996 law — could under-
mine free speech protections
and harm the internet ecosys-
tem. “The government shouldn’t

require — or coerce — inter-
mediaries to remove constitu-
tionally protected speech that
the government cannot prohibit
directly,” said a letter signed by
27 civic and digital rights organ-
izations and 50 legal scholars.

The letter said such de-
mands would violate the US con-
stitution’s First Amendment on
free expression. “Also, imposing
broad liability for user speech
incentivizes services to err on
the side of taking down speech,
resulting in overbroad censor-
ship — or even avoid offering
speech forums altogether,” it
added. Trump has repeatedly
claimed that firms such as Face-
book, Google and Twitter — who
were not invited to the summit
— discriminate against him and
his supporters, even though his
own Twitter account has nearly
62 million followers.—AFP ®

German arms exports increase significantly in H1 2019

BERLIN — The German gov-
ernment approved arms ex-
ports worth 5.3 billion euros
(5.9 billion US dollars) in the
first half of 2019, which was
more than in the entire previ-
ous year, official data revealed
on Thursday.

Compared to the first six
months of the previous year,
exports more than doubled in
the first half of 2019, according
to the response by the German
Ministry of Economic Affairs
and Energy to an inquiry by
Green party parliamentarian

Omid Nouripour sent to Xinhua.

Over the past three years,
the volume of German arms
exports had declined steadily.
In 2017 exports were still worth
6.24 billion euros but dropped to
4.8 billion euros last year.

At 40 percent, the share
of German arms exports to
countries outside NATO and
the European Union (EU) in the
first half of 2019 was lower than
recent years, when it reached
well over 50 percent.

One third of the total export
volume was accounted for by

Hungary, which is both a mem-
ber of the EU and NATO. Ger-
man arms exports to Hungary
totaled 1.76 billion euros.

In May this year, Hungar-
ian Prime Minister Orban an-
nounced that his government
would double spending on the
armed forces. “Hungary’s de-
fense is not a task for NATO or
the EU, but for us. There can
be no strong Hungary without
a strong army,” said Orban.

According to the German
economy ministry, the second
most important recipient coun-

| Abvang
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The UK's Eurofighter Typhoon military has parts made in Germany. PHOTO: AFP

try of arms exports in the first
half of 2019 was Egypt, at 801.8
million euros, followed by South
Korea at 277.7 million euros.

The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) was the sixth most im-
portant recipient of German
arms exports in the first half of
this year at 206.1 million euros.

Both Egypt and the UAE
are involved in the ongoing
war in Yemen. Saudi Arabia
had formed a coalition of pre-
dominantly Arab countries in
2015 to support the Yemeni gov-
ernment in its fight against the
Iranian-sponsored Shiite Huthi
rebels.

The German government
set itself the goal in March 2018
of severely restricting arms
exports to the states directly
involved in the Yemen war.

Germany’s arms deliveries
to Egypt and the UAE “violate
coalition agreements and arms
export guidelines”, said Omid
Nouripour, Green Party spokes-
person for foreign policy.

“These record figures
make absurd the declarations
of arestrictive arms export pol-
icy”, said Nouripour.

Only two weeks ago, the
German government had set
itself stricter rules for the ap-
proval of arms exports. The new
rules prohibit the sale of small
arms to countries outside the
EU and NATO.—Xinhua &

NEWS IN

BRIEF

Slain Danish
student’s mother
urges death
sentences in Morocco
trial

SALE (Morocco) — The mother
of a Danish student beheaded
along with another Scandina-
vian woman while hiking in
Morocco's High Atlas moun-
tains called Thursday for the
suspected jihadist killers to face
the death penalty as their trial
neared its end.

“The most just thing would
be to give these beasts the death
penalty they deserve, I ask that
of you,” said Helle Petersen in a
letter read by her lawyer in an
anti-terrorist court in Sale, near
the capital Rabat. “My life was
destroyed the moment that two
policemen came to my door on
December 17 to announce my
daughter’s death,” the mother
of 24-year-old Louisa Vester-
ager Jespersen wrote in the
letter, read out in total silence
and with the defendants' faces
impassive. Journalists flocked
to the court where the trial of
the 24 suspects reopened for
what could be itslast day, ina
case that has shocked the North
African country.—AFPH

Huge fire erupts at
power station outside
Moscow

MOSCOW — A huge blaze broke
out Thursday at a gas-fired pow-
er station just outside Moscow
sending a plume of smoke and
flames 50 metres (165 feet)

into the sky, Russian television
showed.

The fire at Power Station
No. 27 broke out around 11:00
am on Thursday around 20 kilo-
metres (13 miles) from Moscow.

The emergencies ministry
said that 11 people received
medical treatment including
five people with minor burns
but no one was hospitalised.
There was no risk of the fire
spreading to nearby residential
areas, it said.

The energy ministry said a
high-pressure gas pipe supply-
ing fuel was burning outside the
power station itself. Russian tel-
evision reported that the cause
of the fire “could have been an
explosion”.—AFPH
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ASEAN defence ministers discuss South
China Sea in annual meeting

BANGKOK — Defence min-
isters from the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations on
Thursday exchanged views on
the situation in the South China
Sea in which some members
of the grouping and China are
at odds.

A joint declaration signed
by the ministers after the meet-
ing said they commended the
first maritime exercise between
ASEAN and China conducted
last year, and welcomed the
ASEAN-US maritime exercise
to be held later this year.

Thai Deputy Prime Minister
and Defence Minister Prawit-
Wongsuwon, who chaired the
meeting, said at a press con-
ference that the ministers re-
iterated the importance of an
early conclusion of an effective
Code of Conduct in the South
China Sea on a mutually agreed
timeline soon.

The ministers also re-
affirmed the importance of
seeking a peaceful resolution
of disputes in accordance with
international law and avoid-
ing actions that could further
complicate the situation in the
South China Sea.

132 ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Me¢
Sustainable Security

10-12 July 2019 | Bangkok, Thailand
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Defence ministers from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. PHOTO: KYODONEWS

Among six concept papers
adopted by the ministers is one
covering the terms of references
tied to the “Our Eyes” initiative
for sharing strategic information
on terrorism and other non-tra-
ditional security threats.

The also signed the Joint
Declaration of the ASEAN De-
fence Ministers on Sustainable

Security, which emphasizes the
importance of working together
to safeguard security and sta-
bility in the region, and their
commitment to exploring new
mutually beneficial areas of co-
operation.

Thailand, which holds the
rotating chair of ASEAN this
year, proposed new initiatives

including improving the role of
ASEAN defense establishments
in supporting border manage-
ment to address cross-border
challenges.

ASEAN consists of Brunei,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, the
Philippines, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Thailand, Singapore and Viet-
nam.—Kyodo News H

Bangkok’s

BANGKOK — Bangkok’s BTS
skytrain system is conducting
trial runs on daily basis on a
stretch of its northern extension

skytrain system takes trial runs
on northern extension route

route from 8 July.

The BTS Green Line ex-
tension route between Mor
Chit station and Lard Prao

Intersection station is sched-
uled to open for daily commut-
ers on 11 August, confirmed
SurapongLaoha-unya, director

= LB B O O

Bangkok's elevated transit system, the BTS Skytrain. PHOTO: AFP

of Bangkok Mass Transit Sys-
tem Public Co., which runs the
BTS skytrain system.

BTS is conducting trial runs
on daily basis between the two
stations for a one-month time
during which passengers are
provided free rides.

The Green Line northern
stretch is primarily designed to
alleviate congestion of an esti-
mated 40,000 daily commuters
at Mor Chit station.

Itis designed to be stretched
further north from Mor Chit sta-
tion to Kaset Intersection sta-
tion passing Lard Prao Inter-
section station within this year
and then to KhuKhot station in
PathumThani province by the
end of next year, according to
the BTS Co. president.

The BTS skytrain fare from
Bang Wa station in the Thonburi
side of Bangkok to KhuKot sta-
tion would be in a maximum of
65 baht (about 2.10 US dollars),
he said—Xinhua

NEWS IN BRIEF

Indonesia’s Bali court
sentence Russian
man over smuggling
orangutan

JAKARTA — Indonesia’s Den-
pasar court in Bali sentenced
Russian man Andrei Zhetkov
one-year imprisonment over a
violation of wildlife conservan-
cy codes on Thursday after his
attempt to smuggle a protected
animal, an orangutan.

The 28-year-old Zhetkov
received a higher sentence than
the six-month imprisonment
given by the prosecutor in the
previous trial.

“We hereby hand down
one-year imprisonment against
the defendant which will be
deducted with his detention pe-
riod,” head of the judging panel
BambangEkaputra said.

Besides the jail sentence,
Zhetkov was also fined 10
million rupiahs (about 710 US
dollars) which can be replaced
by two more months of impris-
onment if he could not afford
the fine, Bambang said.—Xin-
huam

Train collision kills
13, injures over 70 in
eastern Pakistan

ISLAMABAD — A passenger
train rammed into a freight
train in Pakistan’s eastern city
of Rahim Yar Khan on Thursday
morning, killing 13 people and
injuring over 70 others, officials
said.

District Police Officer of
Rahim Yar Khan Umar Faroo-
gSalamat said that women
and children were among the
deceased.

The official said that appar-
ently the accident happened
when the signal went wrong on
the track, leading the passenger
train to go on to the loop line
where the freight train was
parked. Railways officials said
the passenger train Akbar Ex-
press was heading to southwest
Quetta city from eastern Lahore
when it collided with the freight
train near the Walhar railway
station in Rahim Yar Khan of
Punjab province. Following
the accident, police and rescue
teams rushed to the scene and
shifted the injured to nearby
hospitals. Doctors said the death
toll might further rise as twelve
of the injured were in critical
condition.—Xinhua M
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Myanmar to face Viet Nam in AFF Women’s Championship 2019

THE Myanmar women’s national
football team will play against
team Viet Nam in the AFF Wom-
en’s Championship 2019, which is
scheduled to be held in Chonburi,
Thailand from 15 to 27 August,
according to the ASEAN Football
Federation.

The 10" edition of the cham-
pionship will be mainly organised
by the ASEAN Football Federa-
tion, said AFF officials.

Myanmar is in Group B with
Viet Nam, Cambodia, and Indo-
nesia.

Group A comprises host
Thailand, Malaysia, the Phil-
ippines, Singapore, and Ti-
mor-Leste.

The first Group B match will
take place between Myanmar
and Indonesia at 2:30 pm Myan-
mar Standard Time on 16 Au-
gust at the Stadium of Institute of
Physical Education in Chonburi.

In the second group match,
Myanmar will take on Cambodia
at 5:30 pm Myanmar Standard
Time on 18 August at the Sta-
dium of Institute of Physical
Education in Chonburi.

In the third group match,
Myanmar will face Viet Nam
at 2:30 pm Myanmar Standard
Time on 20 August at the Sta-
dium of Institute of Physical
Education in Chonburi—Lynn
Thit (Tgi) W
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Myanmar women's national football team seen at an international football match. PHOTO: MFF

Mandalay youth teams to meet in
U-14 football tourney final

THE Mandalay Youth Football
Team (A) will play against the
Mandalay Youth Football Team
(B) in the final of the MPT U-14
Football Tournament 2019 today
at the Mandalar Thiri Stadium
in Mandalay.

In the first match of the
semi-finals, held yesterday at
the same venue, the Mandalay
Youth Football Team (A) beat
the Kyaukse Youth Football
Team by a decisive 10-1 result.

In the second semi-final
match yesterday, the Mandalay
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Youth Football Team (B) beat
the Social Welfare Youth Foot-
ball Team by 4-2.

The final match will be held
at 3 pm today at the Manda-
lar Thiri Stadium in Mandalay,
and an awards ceremony will
be held afterwards, accord-
ing to the Myanmar National
League.

The Kyaukse Youth Football
Team and the Social Welfare
Youth Football Team will com-
pete for the third place at 8 am
at the same venue, according to

LLd

a statement from the Myanmar
National League.

The tournament’s organ-
izers have invited football fans
to the match via the Myanmar
National League’s social media
page, and fans will be allowed to
watch the final and third place
matches free of charge, officials
stated.

The matches will be also
streamed live on the Facebook
page of the Myanmar National
League, officials stated.—Lynn
Thit (Tgi) B
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The Mandalay Youth Football Team (B) pose for a group photo before their semi-final match against the Social

Welfare Youth Football Team yesterday at the Mandalar Thiri Stadium in Mandalay. PHOTO: MNL

Federer, Nadal braced for
Wimbledon epic

LONDON — Roger Federer
and Rafael Nadal battle for a
place in the Wimbledon final
on Friday, 11 years after they
mesmerised Centre Court in
a Grand Slam championship
match widely regarded as the
greatest ever played.

Nadal emerged trium-
phant that day, winning in five
sets in a four-hour 48-minute
epic of fluctuating fortunes that
stretched out over seven hours
because of constant, momen-
tum-shifting rain interruptions.

The Spaniard won 6-4,
6-4, 6-7 (5/7), 6-7 (8/10), 9-7 as
the clock ticked past 9pm and
with the famous stadium in
near-darkness.

Over a decade later, the
sport’s two most successful
players now have 38 Grand
Slam titles between them and
more than $100 million in prize
money each.

Nadal, the 2008 and 2010
champion at Wimbledon, has
the edge overall, leading his
great rival and friend 24-15 and
10-3 at the Slams.

However, it is eight-time
champion Federer who just
edges their Wimbledon head-
to-head 2-1 after winning the
2006 and 2007 finals before Na-
dal famously broke the spell
in 2008.

Nadal, who demolished
Federer in straight sets in the
semi-finals at Roland Garros
last month on his way to a 12th
title in Paris, admits his game
has developed since 2008.

Mostly, that’s due to his
age as well as the desperate
need to protect his creaking
knees which so often conspired
against him on the low-bounc-
ing lawns of the All England
Club.

“I am running less so I
need to serve better. I probably
cannot play 20 weeks a year any
more,” said 33-year-old Nadal.

“I am serving better. I am
hitting the backhand better.
Maybe volleying better;, slicing
better.”

In terms of the bare sta-
tistics, there is little to choose
between them.

Nadal has served up 47
aces so far and been broken
just four times; Federer has 42
aces, dropping serve on only
three occasions.

The Spanish third seed has
yet to face a seeded player and
has only been truly tested once,
in his four-set second round
victory over Nick Kyrgios in
what was comfortably the tour-
nament’s most bad-tempered
match.

Federer, 37, is the oldest
man in the semi-finals of a Slam
since 39-year-old Jimmy Con-
nors at the 1991 US Open.

He is in his 13® semi-final
at the tournament and 45% at
the majors. In a career illumi-
nated by landmarks, he became
the first man to register 100
match wins at a single Slam
when he came back from a set
down to beat Kei Nishikori in
the quarter-finals.—AFP B



