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State Counsellor, Malaysian FM exchange
views on latest situation in Rakhine State

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meeting with Minister of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia Dato’ Saifuddin Abdullah at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

AW Aung San Suu Kyi,
State Counsellor and
Union Minister for For-

eign Affairs of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, received
Dato’ Saifuddin Abdullah, Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of Malaysia,
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in Nay Pyi Taw on 8 April 2019 at

10 am during his official visit to
Myanmar.

During the meeting, the
State Counsellor and the Malay-
sian Foreign Minister discussed
cordially various issues on pro-
moting bilateral relations and
cooperation, the recent develop-
ments in Myanmar and Malaysia.

They also exchanged views on
the latest situation in Rakhine
State and how Malaysia and
ASEAN could assist Myanmar
in facilitating the repatriation
process of the verified displaced
persons.

Present at the meeting were
U Kyaw Tin, Union Minister for

International Cooperation, Sen-
ior Officials from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Ambassador of
Malaysia to Myanmar and the
members of the Malaysian del-
egation.

U Kyaw Tin, Union Minister
for International Cooperation,
also received Dato’ Saifuddin

Abdullah, separately at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at 9
am. During the discussion, they
exchanged views on promoting
trade and investment, strength-
ening constructive engagements
inresolving the issue of Rakhine
State and further consolidation of
ASEAN unity—MNA ®
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VP U Myint Swe attends National Council for Science,

Technology and Innovation meeting 1/2019
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Vice President U Myint Swe addresses the meeting of National Council for Science, Technology and Innovation at the Ministry of Education in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

HAIRMAN of National Coun-

cil for Science, Technology
and Innovation Vice President
U Myint Swe attended the first
meeting of the National Coun-
cil for Science, Technology and
Innovation for this year at the
Ministry of Education in Nay Pyi
Taw yesterday afternoon.

In addressing the meeting U
Myint Swe said the day’s meeting
was the first one for 2019. The 28
member council was led by the
Vice President was formed by
notification 7/2019 dated 12 March
2019 of the Union Government
to develop science, technology
and innovation works which were
the aims of Science, Technology
and Innovation Law, expanding
research works based on modern
science and technologies, con-
ducting technology distribution
and technology transfer works,
conducting trainings to develop
experts continuously, cooperation
between universities, manufac-
turing works and other organiza-
tions, honoring and benefiting in-
novators, fostering development
of research that supports market
economy and effectively conduct
and implement science and tech-
nology fairs and competitions.

Science and technology
played a main role in a coun-
try’s development. The present
moment was a transition to the
Fourth Industrial Revolution or
Industry 4.0 where the manufac-
turing system exchanged data
and information using automa-
tion systems. Science, technol-
ogy and innovation works were
required to be conducted in a ris-
ing momentum so that Myanmar
would not be left behind.

To raise the role of science
and technology, Myanmar re-
pealed the Union of Myanmar

Applied Research Institute Act
1954 and enacted Science and
Technology Development Law
1994. To reflect the developing
and changing time, this law was
redrawn. On 25 June 2018 Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation
Law was enacted over ruling the
Science and Technology Devel-
opment Law 1994 which was re-
pealed.

It was everyone’s knowledge
that science, technology and in-
novation plays a major role in
implementing the goals, pillars
and strategic work processes of
the Myanmar Sustainable Devel-
opment Plan 2018-2030. The role
of the science, technology and
innovation sector was included
in the sustainable development
of the country’s economy, im-
plementation of Mekong region
strategies, implementation of
ASEAN Economic Community
and government’s other pledg-
es and undertakings. Therefore
the works included in the aim
of the law were required to be
implemented. Only then could
the country be in line within the
region and internationally to
achieve our aims and Sustaina-
ble Developments. The science,
technology and innovation works
tobe implemented at the present
moment were research and de-
velopment works, training and
teaching works, and service and
manufacturing works. In addition
to this technology transfer, My-
anmar needed to participate in
supporting and assisting works
on science, technology and inno-
vation under the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Tech-
nical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC).

There were many areas in
science and technology and the

council was to form subject wise
committees on science, technol-
ogy and innovation that were
appropriate for the country’s
situation and conduct science,
technology and innovation works.

Under the Science, Technolo-
gy and Innovation Law, the duties
and responsibilities of the Nation-
al Council for Science, Technology
and Innovation and the commit-
tees were mainly to implement
research and development works
and innovation works. Therefore,
the National Council for Science,
Technology and Innovation was a
National Research Council that
represented the country.

The duties of the National
Council for Science, Technolo-
gy and Innovation were to sys-
tematically setup, implement,
encourage, support and coordi-
nate research and development
works, produce required ex-
perts and arrange to raise their
capacities, setup arrangements
for cooperation among research
departments, universities and
other organizations, form Union
Territory Nay Pyi Taw and state/
region level work committees,
collect and distribute news and
information and prepare annual
work reports.

Furthermore it would study
the socio-economic requirements
of the entire country, coordinate
and link universities, degree col-
leges, research departments,
industrial manufacturing works
to conduct science, technology
and innovation works that would
cause regional development and
open courses that train and pro-
duces human resources.

For development of science,
technology and innovation, not
only the experts but the inno-
vation of the grass roots people

was also urged to be recognized
and encouraged. It was also re-
quired to setup arrangements
that would increase the partic-
ipation of youths in innovation
and invention activities as well
as create opportunities for such
activities.

Emphasis must be placed
towards transferring technology
from innovation to manufactur-
ing. If full technology copyrights
were granted to the innovators,
there would be more innovators.
For this to happen all need to
work toward the establishment
of technology transfer rules and
regulations.

To implement the aims of the
Science, Technology and Innova-
tion Law, national level policies
on science, technology and in-
novation will be established. To
setup such policies for sector wise
works in the law, discussion and
coordination among relevant min-
isterial departments are urged.

Attendees were invited to
openly discuss and make sugges-
tions about future work processes
and to successfully implement the
aims, duties and responsibilities
of the National Council for Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation,
said the Vice President.

Next, Council Vice Chairman
Union Minister Dr. Myo Thein
Gyi explained about the setup of
the Council.

This was followed by Council
Secretary Deputy Minister U Win
Maw Tun who explained about
the draft Science, Technology and
Innovation Rule and matters on
which decisions were to be made.

Afterwards members of
National Council for Science,
Technology and Innovation
Union Minister for Industry U
Khin Maung Cho, Union Min-

ister for Health and Sports Dr.
Myint Htwe, Union Minister for
Planning and Finance U Soe
Win, Deputy Minister for Agri-
culture, Livestock and Irrigation
U Hla Kyaw, Deputy Minister for
Transport and Communications
U Tha Oo, Deputy Minister for
Electricity and Energy Dr. Tun
Naing, Deputy Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement
U Soe Aung gave suggestions and
discussed sector wise coopera-
tion programs and future works
relating to science, technology
and innovation works. The Vice
President gave suggestions and
comments to ensure coordination
after which the meeting conclud-
ed following closing remarks by
the Vice President.

The meeting was attended
by the following persons:

The National Council for Sci-
ence, Technology and Innovation
Vice Chairman Union Minister
for Education Dr. Myo Thein Gy,
Union Ministers U Khin Maung
Cho, Dr. Myint Htwe and U Soe
Win, Deputy Ministers U Hla
Kyaw, U Tha Oo, Dr. Tun Naing,
U Win Maw Tun and U Soe Aung,
National Education Policy Com-
mission Chairman, Permanent
Secretaries, Directors-General
and Managing Directors, officials
from Union of Myanmar Federa-
tion of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (UMFCCI), Feder-
ation of Myanmar Engineering
Societies (Fed. MES), Myanmar
Computer Federation (MCF),
Rectors’ Committee, Myanmar
Young Entrepreneurs Association
(Central), Myanmar Construction
Entrepreneurs Association and
Renewable Energy Association
Myanmar and departmental of-
ficials.— MNA (Translated by
Zaw Min)
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I will carry out the implementation of the priority goals of the Union Government

which are as follows:

1.  Rule of law and improvement of the socio-economic life of the people,

2. National Reconciliation and internal peace,

3. Amending the Constitution which is the foundation for building a Democratic
Federal Republic.

(Excerpt from the speech by President U Win Myint at the ceremony to take oath of office at
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 30" March 2018)

€4

Not only in Rakhine State which
has received the attention of the
world, but in the entire country let
us strive collectively for security of
mind and body:

(Excerpt from the speech by State Coun-
sellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on the 2
Anniversary of NLD Government on 1%

April 2018)

Newspapers
to be
distributed
in turn this
Thingyan

The News and Periodicals
Enterprise of Ministry of
Information announced
that daily newspapers will
be printed in turns during
the Thingyan Festival.

While the Mirror and
the Global New Light of
Myanmar newspapers will
be printed on 13, 14 and 15
April, and the Myanma Al-
inn will temporarily cease
printing operations during
this period.

While the Myanma
Alinn will resume oper-
ations on 16 and 17 April,
the Mirror and the Global
New Light of Myanmar will
temporarily cease opera-
tions on those days.

Similarly, the Manda-
lay news sector from the
Sub-Printing House (Man-
dalay) and the extra pages
in ethnic language from the
Sub-Printing House (My-
itkyina) will temporarily
cease printing operations
on 13 April, the extra pages
in ethnic language from the
Sub-Printing House (Maw-
lamyine) will temporarily
cease printing operations
on 14 April, and the Shwe
Pyi Rakhine Ponyeik sector
from Sub-Printing House
(Sittway) will temporarily
cease printing on 17 April
and will resume normal
production after Thingyan
holidays.

Advertisements will be
received at the newspaper
offices, which will remain
open during Thingyan. All
newspapers will resume
normal production start-
ing 18 April. —News and
Periodicals Enterprise

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meets with the newly-accredited Ambassador of Ireland Mr. Joseph Anthony Cotter in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

PHOTO: MNA

State Counsellor, Irish Ambassador discuss
bilateral relations, Rakhine issue

STATE COUNSELLOR and Un-
ion Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi received
Mr. Joseph Anthony Cotter,

newly-accredited Ambassador
of Ireland to the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar at 11:15 am
on 8 April 2019 at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs in Nay Pyi Taw.

During the meeting, they
exchanged views on matters
pertaining to the promotion of

bilateral relations and coopera-
tion between Myanmar and Ire-
land and recent developments
in Rakhine State.—MNA ®

Union Minister for Commerce Dr. Than Myint holds talks with Assistant
US Trade Representative for the Office of Southeast Asia and Pacific
Mr. Karl Ehlers and US Ambassador Mr. Scot Marciel in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister for Commerce
receives Assistant US
Trade Representative, US

Ambassador

Union Minister for Commerce
Dr. Than Myint received Mr.
Karl Ehlers, Assistant US Trade
Representative for the Office of
Southeast Asia and Pacific, and
Mr. Scot Marciel, US Ambassa-
dor to Myanmar at his office in
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, they
cordially discussed promoting
investment and trade based
on bilateral friendship, im-
provement in trade and invest-

ment after signing the Trade
and Investment Framework
Agreement between Myanmar
and US, future cooperation
between the two countries,
speeding up and smoothing
trade and more investment in
manufacturing sector using
Myanmar agriculture prod-
ucts.—MNA m

(Translated by Kyaw Zin
Lin)
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National Road Safety Council holds fifth meeting

CE President U Henry Van

Thio, in his capacity as Chair-
man of the National Road Safety
Council NRSC), addressed the
fifth meeting of the council held
at the Ministry of Transport and
Communications in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday.

Union Ministers, Nay Pyi
Taw Council Chairman, Depu-
ty Ministers, and ministers of
transport at the state/region
level — who are the Vice-Chair-
man and members of the NRSC,
subcommittee secretaries and
heads of departments attended
the meeting.

Deadlines approaching

In his opening speech, the
Vice President told attendees not
to lose sight of the goal to reduce
the death toll from traffic acci-
dents by 50 per cent in 2020 from
the toll in the base year of 2013.
He also reminded them that the
Road Safety Action Plan (2014-
2020) was approaching its clos-
ing year and this meeting was to
discuss what was left to be done
in that remaining period.

He added that the Global
Status Report on Road Safety
2018 showed that deaths and
casualties from traffic accidents
continued to increase around the
world. He said it was still a long
road till the global objectives were
achieved. He urged everyone to
strive for the NRSC’s 2020 tar-
get as the council’s works were
important for the nation and the
safety of its citizens.

Reflecting on past experi-
ences

The NRSC’s management
subcommittee was able to com-
pile a comprehensive annual re-
port for 2018 that would greatly
help in reviewing the last three
years of the NRSC, said the Vice
President. He said the report
would help the various sub-
committees, sub-national RSCs,
and government departments
analyse their weaknesses, see
which target level their state or
region had reached, and which
areas they needed to focus on so
that they could plan future tasks
accordingly.

Motorcycle accidents dan-
gerously high

The Vice President said mo-
torcycle accidents encompass 49
per cent of all traffic accidents in
2018 with 2,376 deaths and 12,985
casualties. He said the NRSC’s
fourth meeting discussed how to
reduce the high death rate from
motorcycle accidents, which

|
|

Vice President U Henry Van Thio addresses the fifth meeting of the

involved setting a standard for
safety helmets. He highlighted
how the management subcom-
mittee held the Regional Work-
shop on Motorcycle Helmet and
Minimum Safety Requirements
for Cars, in cooperation with Suu
Foundation, in Nay Pyi Taw dur-
ing July 2018 to implement a Safe-
ty Helmet Standard that met the
needs of Myanmar. He said they
have now submitted a proposal to
the National Standard Council to
adopt UN Regulation 22 (Safety
Helmet). The Vice President said
motorcycle-related deaths would
noticeably drop if Myanmar man-
aged to adopt UN Regulation 22
and have everyone wear safety
helmets with the E-mark. He said
continued efforts needed to be
made to educate the people on
the benefit of wearing helmets
that met specified standards, en-
courage systematic usage, and
ensure every motorcyclist was
able to wear one.

New database system, road
safety

The Vice President said My-
anmar successfully updated its
Road Crash Database System,
in line with ADB’s TA 8987 pro-
gram, in 2018 and began using the
new system at the start of 2019.
He said NRSC needed accurate
information to set effective pro-
cedures and policies and thus
urged close cooperation between
the relevant subcommittees,
Myanmar Police Force, and the
Road Transport Administration
Department. The Vice President
gave necessary instructions to
the sub-national RSCs concern-
ing the upcoming UN Global
Road Safety Week in May. The
biennial commemoration would
take place from 6 to 12 May this
year under the heading of ‘5* UN
Global Road Safety Week’ with the
motto: ‘Save Lives - #SpeakUp’.

He said the NRSC should review
its road safety procedures based
on Global Road Safety Week to
see which procedures should be
increased and which should be
amended.

The Vice President said traf-
fic-related injuries and fatalities
decreased a bit in 2018 following
a ten-year climb, according to
the 2018 annual report. He said
that while the achievement for
decreasing road accidents should
be welcomed, unfortunately, the
numbers surged noticeably in
the first months of 2019. He said
the NRSC should take serious
consideration in addressing this
issue.

Seatbelts, alifesaving neces-
sity

The Vice President also ad-
dressed the issue with highway
express buses. He said the ma-
jority of passengers did not wear
seatbelts, while those that wanted
to were unable to as most buses
did not have full functioning pas-
senger seatbelts. He said some
buses even put on seatbelts only
during inspections at checkpoints
but failed to wear them during
the remainder of the journey. He
said this has led to unnecessary
injuries or even deaths when ac-
cidents occurred.

The Vice President said all
stakeholders must work to en-
sure these express buses have
proper functioning seatbelts and
to exact suitable punishment on
those that failed to do so. He said
joint monitoring groups must per-
form checks not just in central
terminals but also in the small-
er terminals. He said awareness
campaigns needed to be conduct-
ed with greater momentum and
that swift action should be taken
against those who failed to com-
ply with set rules and standards.

mfonanfngepdicoSangspdion EqEeqgoor

( Mattonal Road Safely Council-NRSC )
vgemibmeSanco

National Road Safety Council in Nay Pyi Taw.

Attendeesbegindiscussions

Next, NRSC Vice Chairman
Union Minister U Thant Sin
Maung explained traffic-related
deaths and casualties, the high
death tolls from motorcycle-re-
lated accidents, ensuring stand-
ard quality for safety helmets,
fulfilling the UN’s objectives, and
reducing up to 50 per cent of the
number of traffic-related deaths
in 2013 by 2020.

NRSC Secretary U Zaw Min
0o, who is also Director-General
of the Road Transport Admin-
istration Department (RTAD),
then explained the contents of the
council’s 2018 annual report. This
was followed by the attendees dis-
cussing their relevant tasks and
progress on implementing the
decisions made at the council’s
fourth meeting.

Deputy Director-General U
Nay Lin and Chief Engineer Daw
Phyu Phyu Win of RTAD then ex-
plained traffic-related accidents
around the world, and the child
safety seats and child restraint
system respectively.

Afterwards, attendees dis-
cussed various topics on traf-
fic-related accidents to which the
Vice President replied and gave
suggestions as necessary.

Greater road safety needed

The Vice President then de-
livered the closing speech. He
first acknowledged the successful
reduction of traffic-related acci-
dents in 2018. He urged everyone
to work hard to produce better
results in 2019 and to fulfil the
objectives of the 2020 Action Plan
as much as possible.

He added that education
campaigns should be reinforced,
inspections should be increased,
and that appropriate action need-
ed to be taken to ensure proper
usage of safety helmets by motor-
cyclists as those who did not wear

PHOTO: MNA

them had a higher risk of death
or injury. Similarly, failure to wear
seatbelts resulted in 6,276 injuries
and 1,214 deaths in 2018 and the
annual report showed that those
who did not wear seatbelts were
twice as likely to get injured and
4 times more prone to die from
an accident, said the Vice Presi-
dent. He said a procedure must
be implemented to effectively in-
spect and enforce all drivers and
passengers across the country to
wear their seatbelts at all times.

Thingyan Festival and Road
accidents

The Vice President said all
necessary preparations should
be finalized in anticipation of
the traffic-related accidents and
casualties for the approaching
Thingyan Festival. He urged all
relevant stakeholders to ensure
that this year’s Thingyan Festi-
val would have the lowest traf-
fic-related accidents. The Vice
President said there were 4.01
million licensed cars when the
National Road Safety Action Plan
(2014-2020) was initiated but that
number had risen to 7.29 million
as of February 2019. He said an
increase in operating vehicles and
traffic accidents were naturally
linked, and coupled with the fact
that 98.02 per cent of accidents
were caused by human error, the
need was greater than ever for
road safety and adherence to traf-
ficrules. The Vice President said
public cooperation was essential
to successfully reduce traffic-re-
lated accidents and to that end
there was a need to increase ed-
ucation campaigns to persuade
and encourage the public. Only
then would Myanmar be able to
truly achieve the global vision of
“Towards Zero Together” onroad
safety, said the Vice President.
—MNA

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on friendly visit to PRC

At the invitation of Gen. Li
Zuocheng, Chief of the Joint
Staff, member of the Central Mil-
itary Commission of the People’s
Republic of China, Tatmadaw
Commander-in-Chief Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing and
party left Nay Pyi Taw inter-
national airport by air to China
yesterday morning.

Upon arrival at the Kun-
ming Changshui International
Airport, the Tatmadaw Com-
mander-in-Chief and party
were welcomed by Maj-Gen
Yu Kun, political commissar
of Yunnan military region,
Deputy Governor of Yunnan
Province Mr. Zhanguo Hua
and high ranking officers from
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army. After the Tatmadaw
Commander-in-Chief and
party were hosted a luncheon
by the Yunnan Province Par-
ty Secretary Mr. Chen Hao,
they left Kunming Changshui
International Airport by air
and reached Nanyuan public/
military airport, Beijing in

the evening. The Tatmadaw
Commander-in-Chief and party
were welcomed at the airport
by Myanmar Ambassador U
Thit Lin Ohn and officials from
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army international military
cooperation office and went
to the Diaoyutai State Guest-
house in Beijing for a brief
stop.

Later in the evening,
the Tatmadaw Command-
er-in-Chief and party went
to the Myanmar Embassy
where they were welcomed
by families of the embassy
and military attaché’s office
and officers attending training
courses.

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing then met with families
of the embassy and military
attachés office and officers at-
tending training courses. He
then presented foodstuff and
gifts to the ambassador, mil-
itary attaché, families of the
embassy and military attache’s
office and officers attending

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing being welcomed at Kunming Changshui International Airport, China
yesterday. PHOTO: OFFICE OF THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF

training courses.

The Tatmadaw Command-
er-in-Chief and party were
then hosted to a dinner by the

families of the embassy and
military attachés office, ac-
cording to news released by
the Office of the Command-

er-in-Chief of Defence Servic-
es. — MNA

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Myanmar-Bangladesh border forces senior
officials hold meeting in Nay Pyi Taw

A 6" MEETING of senior offi-
cials from the Myanmar-Bang-
ladesh border forces was held
at Royal Ace Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday morning.

The meeting was attended
by Chief of the Myanmar Po-
lice Force Police General Staff
Police Brig-Gen Myo Than,
senior officials from the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Ministry
of Defence, Ministry of Union
Government Office, Ministry of
Labour, Immigration and Popu-

lation, Border Guards Bangla-
desh Director General Maj-Gen
Md. Shafeenul Islam, ndc, psc
and high ranking officials.

At the meeting cooper-
ation in border area security
and rule of law works covering
illegal drug trade, terrorism,
effective prevention of illegal
border crossing, exchange of
citizens who had served their
prison terms, conducting reg-
ular flag meetings at battalion
commander level and camp

level, holding a first meeting
between border liaison offices
of the two countries, timely ex-
change of news and informa-
tion related to security of the
border region and rule of law,
continuing coordinated patrols
along the border line of the two
countries, implementing trust
building works to increase co-
operation between the border
forces of the two countries were
discussed. — MNA =
(Translated by Zaw Min)

Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

The six meeting of senior officials between two bord

= s Red
er forces of Myanmar and Bangladesh held in Nay Pyi

Malaysia Foreign Minister
departs from Yangon

Malaysia Minister for Foreign Affairs Dato’ Saifuddin
Abdullah seen off at Yangon International Airport by officials

yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

A delegation led by Malaysia
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Dato’ Saifuddin Abdullah, de-
parted from Yangon yesterday
afternoon.

The delegation was seen
off at the Yangon Internation-

al Airport by officials of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Malaysia Ambassador Mr. Za-
hairi Baharim and officials.
—MNA =
(Translated by
Kyaw Zin Lin)

Trade Mark AdJS

C aH Thin Thin May, 09251022355,09974424848




6 NATIONAL

9 APRIL 2019

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

of Myanmar—GNLM

President’s Office continues announcement of
illegal drug arrests, seizures acting on tip-offs

THE Office of the President issued Press Release No. 14/2019 yesterday, publicly announcing the
Ministry of Home Affairs’ arrests and seizures in the fight against illicit drug trafficking up till 6 April.
The ministry made the arrests, acting on information, sent to the Drug Activity Special Com-
plaint Department of the Office of the President as of 6 April.
The full text of the press release will be reported in the 10 April issue of The Global New Light

cases. —MNA

Union Supreme Court sits to
pass judgment and hear cases

UNION Supreme Court sits at Union Supreme Court room number
1 yesterday morning with Chief Justice of the Union Supreme
Court U Htun Htun Oo and all Union Supreme Court judges to
pass judgments on five special civil appeal cases. It also heard
two special criminal appeal cases and three special civil appeal

UEC, election observers discuss final report for 2018 byelections

THE final report of the 2018 bye-
lections was presented and put
up for discussion at Park Royal
Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.
The report was compiled by the
People’s Alliance for Credible
Elections (PACE) and Phan Tee
Eain (Creative Home).

Union Election Commission
Chairman U Hla Thein spoke at
the seminar and said the UEC
began permitting local and for-
eign election observers since the
2015 General Elections. He said
the observers were also given
permission in the 2017 and 2018
byelections and code of conduct
and procedures for observers
were published. He said PACE
has been observing elections in
Myanmar since the 2015 General
Elections.

UEC upheld the five norms
of free, fair, transparent, credi-

ble and reflecting the will of the
people during the 2017 and 2018
byelections, said U Hla Thein,
adding that they will continue to
do so in the 2020 General Elec-
tions. He said election observers
will continue to be invited to en-
sure the elections are transparent
and free from corruption. He said
they take the reports from elec-
tion observers seriously and will
take them into consideration for
improving the electoral process
where applicable.

Afterwards, PACE Execu-
tive Director U Sai Ye Kyaw Swar
Myint explained the observation
process for the 2018 byelections,
the methods used and the results
discovered. The UEC Chairman,
members and officials from the
UEC office replied to the discus-
sion in kind. —MNA

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)

l
|
|

yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister discusses youth policy issue in Mon State

A MEETING with Mon State
youth affairs committee mem-
bers and youth members of
political parties was held at
Department of Social Welfare
Center for Vocational Training,
Mawlamyine on Saturday. The
meeting was attended by Un-
ion Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement Dr. Win
Myat Aye, Deputy Minister U
Soe Aung, Mon State minister
for social affairs Dr. Htein Lin.
At the event the Union Min-
ister said social protection works
were conducted for the existence
of every individual person and
for their development. Policies
and laws for early childhood to
elderlies were being implement-
ed by the government. Myanmar
was among over 30 countries of
the world that didn’t have youth
policy. Now, youth representa-
tives elected by youths listened
to the youths’ voices, innovative
thoughts and ideas and lessons
learnt from mistakes made by
elders in Nay Pyi Taw Council
as well as states and regions

£

-

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye poses for the documentary photo together with attendees during the
meeting with Mon State youth affairs committee members and youth members of political parties in
Mawlamyine, Mon State. PHOTO: MNA

and drawn up a youth policy by
including the youths’ feelings
and requirements. It contains
16 sectors and this youth policy
must be made known to youths
in Union territory Nay Pyi Taw
Council as well as states and re-
gions through youth affairs com-
mittees. Relevant government
departments and civil society
organizations need to cooperate
and participate in this. However;
as situations in states and re-

gions were not the same, there’ll
be difficulties and obstacles to
overcome and priority sectors
will also be not the same. Stra-
tegic plan for each sectors were
already drawn up. Budget allo-
cations were to be acquired in
order to implement the projects
of the strategic plan. The work
projects will be implemented
not only by our ministry alone.
Participation and cooperation of
other relevant ministries as well

as non-government organiza-
tions, foundations and civil soci-
ety organizations were required.
Implementation of the 16 sectors
of the youth policy can be said
as giving youths their rightful
rights. Youths will be taking over
the responsibility of the country
in the future. We’ll be facing dif-
ficulties as we start to go down
the democracy path. We must be
patient, have resolve and unity
to produce the best results said

the Union Minister.

Next, Mon State youth com-
mittee members discussed the
works of the committees and
meeting attendees discussed
and raised questions on ac-
quiring land for Youth Center;
people, rural youths and youths
from parties and organizations
to know the youth policy, coop-
eration required between Min-
istry of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement and related
ministries; youth and handicaps;
youth and drug; youth and job
opportunity and ethnic nation-
al affairs. The Union Minister,
Deputy Minister U Soe Aung,
state minister for social affairs,
Department of Social Affairs-
Director General and officials
responded to the discussions and
questions raised.

Afterwards the Union Minis-
ter presented K 5,333,000 support
to Mon State Youth Affairs Com-
mittee and took commemorative
group photo with youth repre-
sentatives in attendance. — MINA
(Translated by Zaw Min)
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Rakhine State Peace and Stability Supporting Committee holds first meeting

RAKHINE State Peace
and Stability Supporting
Committee will report
short-term and long term
plans to the Union Gov-
ernment after meeting
with local authorities and
collecting basic facts in
the state.

U Aye Tha Aung,
Chairman of the Commit-
tee and Deputy Speaker of
the Amyotha Hluttaw, said
in his opening address of
the first meeting of the
committee in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday that the com-

mittee will hold talks with
local authorities and work
for reducing conflicts in

Rakhine State.
Afterwards, Vice
Chairmen of the Rakhine

State Peace and Stability
Supporting Committee
Union Minister for In-
formation Dr. Pe Myint
and Rakhine State Chief
Minister U Nyi Pu, and
members of the commit-
tee Deputy Minister of
the Office of the Union
Government U Tin My-
int, Rakhine State Secu-

rity and Border Affairs
Minister Col Phone Tint,
Deputy Attorney-General
U Win Myint, Yangon Re-
gion Rakhine Ethnic Af-
fairs Minister U Zaw Aye
Maung, Representative of
Rakhine State Hluttaw U
Maung Maung Ohn and
U Nyi Hla Nge discussed
the short-term and long-
term projects for bringing
peace and stability to Ra-
khine State.—MNA

(Translated by Kyaw
Zin Lin)

Amyotha Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U Aye Tha Aung delivers the speech at the Rakhine State
Peace and Stability Supporting Committee meeting. PHOTO: MNA

Deputy Minister for Home
Affairs receives BGB
director general

Bangladesh (BGB) director general Maj-Gen Md. Shafeenul
Islam. PHOTO: MNA

DEPUTY MINISTER for
Home Affairs Maj-Gen
Aung Thu received Border
Guards Bangladesh (BGB)
Director General Maj-Gen
Md. Shafeenul Islam, ndc,
psc and party at Ministry
of Home Affairs, Nay Pyi
Taw yesterday afternoon.

During the meet-

ing matters relating to
counter terrorism works,
prevention of illegal drug
trade, exchange of news
and information, increas-
ing cooperation between
border forces and trans-
nation crimes eradication
were discussed. —MNA
(Translated by Zaw Min)

Chief of Myanmar Police
Force meets Border
Guards Bangladesh
Director General

CHIEF of Myanmar Police
Force Police Lt-Gen Aung
Win Oo received a dele-
gation led by the Border
Guards Bangladesh Direc-
tor General Maj-Gen Md
Shafeenul Islam, ndc, psc
at his office in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday.

During the meeting
they discussed promoting
cooperation between two
countries for stability and
peace, combating illegal

drugs trafficking in addi-
tion to terrorisms, sharing
information between two
countries and increasing
cooperation through BLO
(Border Liaison Office)
were cordially discussed.

The discussion also
focused on activities of
ARSA and AA groups
along the border areas of
the two countries.—MNA
(Translated by Kyaw Zin
Lin)

TRADEMARK CAUTION
KOMATSU LTD.,a company incorporated in Japan and
having its registered office at 3-6, 2-CHOME AKASAKA,
MINATO-KU, TOKYO, JAPAN is the owner and proprietor
of the following Trademarks:

KOMATSU CARE

Reg. No. 4/17255/2019 (12.3.2019)

Reg. No. 4/17256/2019 (12.3.2019)

All in respect of “Lease financing services; Financing
services for lease users; Loans [financing] and discount of
bills; Acquisition and transfer of monetary claims;
Trusteeship of financial futures contracts; Trusteeship of
money, securities, monetary claims, personal property,
land, rights on land fixtures, surface rights or lease on
land; Agencies for bond subscriptions; Agencies for
non-life insurance; Claim adjustment for non-life insurance;
Non-life insurance underwriting; Insurance premium rate
computing; Providing information on non-life insurance;
Reinsurance underwriting of non-life insurance; Appraisal
of used automobiles and used construction machines
(including mobile cranes and power shovels); Providing
information on appraisal of used automobiles and used
construction machines (including mobile cranes and power
shovels)” in International Class 36 and “Repair or
maintenance of construction machines, apparatus and
their parts; Repair or maintenance of loading-unloading
machines, apparatus and their parts; Repair or
maintenance of earth moving machines, apparatus and
their parts; Conversion, repair, cleaning, maintenance and
painting of automobiles and their parts; Repair or
maintenance of electronic machines, apparatus and their
parts; Repair or maintenance of telecommunication
machines, apparatus and their parts; Repair or
maintenance of electric motors and their parts; Repair or
maintenance of power distribution or control machines,
apparatus and their parts; Repair or maintenance of power
generators and their parts; Repair or maintenance of
mining machines, apparatus and their parts; Repair or
maintenance of fork lifts, fork lift trucks, dump trucks and
their parts; Repair or maintenance of earth moving
machines, apparatus and their parts for use in forestry” in
International Class 37.

Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable
imitation of the Marks shall be dealt with according to law.

Daw La Min May, H.G.P

For KOMATSU LTD.,

C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,

Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),

Corner of Mahabandoola Road & Thein Phyu Road,
Botahtaung Tsp, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Dated 9" April 2019 Imm@kcyangon.com

Advertise with us/ Hot Line : 09974424848

TRADEMARK CAUTION

BIOFERMIN PHARMACEUTICAL CO., LTD., a company
incorporated in Japan and having its registered office a 1-
1-2, Sannomiyacho, Chuo-ku, Kobe, 650-0021 Hyogo,
Japan is the owner and proprietor of the following
Trademarks:

BIOFERMIN
(Reg. No. 4/5235/2015) (28.4.2015)

BIOFERMIN B4 7 =)L I

(Reg. No. 4/5234/2015) (Reg. No. 4/5236/2015)

(28.4.2015) (28.4.2015)
All in respect of “Pharmaceutical preparations;
antiflatulants;  intestinal  regulators;  gastro-intestinal
treatment  preparations; medicines for alleviating

constipation; diarrhea medication; lactobacillus dietary
supplements; bifidus dietary supplements; nutritional
supplements; dietary supplements for humans; oiled
paper for medical purposes; sanitary masks; wrapping
wafers for medicine doses; gauze for dressings; capsules
for medicines; eyepatches for medical purposes; ear
bandages; menstruation bandages; sanitary tampons;
sanitary napkins; sanitary panties;, absorbent cotton;
adhesive plasters; bandages for dressings; liquid
bandages; breast-nursing pads; cotton swabs for medical
purposes; lacteal flour for babies; dietetic beverages
adapted for medical purposes; dietetic foods adapted for
medical purposes; beverages for babies; food for babies;
dietary supplements for animals” in Class 5.
Fraudulent or unauthorised use, or actual or colourable
imitation of the said Marks shall be dealt with according to
law.
Daw La Min May, H.G.P
For BIOFERMIN PHARMACEUTICAL CO., LTD.,
C/o Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd.,
Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC),
Corner of Mahabandoola Road and Thein Phyu Road,
Botahtaung Township, Yangon,
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Dated 9" April 2019 Imm@kcyangon.com

INVITATION TO OPEN TENDER

Sealed tenders are invited by Department of Medical
Services, Ministry of Health and Sports for the supply of
Medical Equipments in the (2018-2019) Budget year.

Tender documents are available during office hours
at the Procurement and Supplying Division, Department
of Medical Services office No (4), Ministry of Health and
Sports Commencing from (11.4.2019). Sealed bids are to
be submitted to the office, not later than (16-5-2019), 15:00
hour, after which no bid will be accepted. No telegraph/telex
proposal will be accepted.

For detail information please contact the Phone No.067-
3411510, 067-3411544, Procurement and Supply Division
Office, Department of Medical Services, Ministry of Health
and Sports.

Procurement and Supply Division

Ministry of Health and Sports
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Awareness is no
small responsibility
for anyone on

the road

CCORDING to statistics released by the National

Road Safety Council, the number of road accidents

have been on the rise for ten years, but the number

declined in 2018. However, the number of deaths from
road mishaps increased again in early 2019. The situation has
alerted us of the need to carefully handle the issue.

The increase in the number of fatal road accidents paints
a worrisome picture.

Drivers and passengers not wearing seatbelts, driving
under the influence of alcohol, distracted driving and cross-
ing speed limits, and using mobile phones while driving have
been identified as major causes for road mishaps, according
to experts.

It has been found that
half the road accidents in
Myanmar are caused by
motorcycles.

Nationwide, motor-
cycle accidents account-
ed for 49 per cent of the
total mishaps in 2018, in
which 2,376 people died
and 12,985 were injured.

Use of quality hel-
mets can reduce the risk
of death, and awareness
about using quality hel-
mets must be raised
among the people.

The Myanmar New
Year festival is draw-
ing near. We must make
preparations and take
measures to reduce road
accidents during the four-
day festival, which starts
on 13 April.

At the festival last
year, there were 317 road
mishaps, which killed
more than 640 people and

Public
participation
is the key

for reducing
accidents,
and
awareness
isno small
responsibility
for anyone
on the road.

injured 106.

Four measures can help us ensure national road safety—
wearing helmets (for motorcyclists) and seatbelts, refraining
from using mobile phones while driving, abstaining from
drinking while driving, and taking care not to over speed.

The tasks for implementing road safety are of great impor-
tance for the nation, as they are tasks that need to be carried
out specifically for the safety of people’s lives.

There are steps that can be taken by everyone every day
that will make roads safer -- motorists need to be aware of
people on foot and on bicycles, and people on foot and on bi-
cycles need to take responsibility for their own safety as well.

If drivers and road users follow the vehicle, traffic, and
road rules, loss of property, lives, and limbs can be reduced
significantly.

Public participation is the key for reducing accidents, and
awareness is no small responsibility for anyone on the road.

Only if we participate and take responsibility on the road
can we meet the global road safety goal of ‘Towards Zero
together’.

[ 1 1 ]

Third-Year Reform Agenda of Ministry of Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement

"Endeavors are being made by the ministry for development, including social protection, safety from harm,
provision for rapid assistance, and improvement of conditions.”

By Naing Lynn Kyi

URING the third

year period of the

incumbent Govern-

ment, the tangible
reform agenda and the swift
implementation of the Ministry
of Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement are being centered
and focus along with the people
and worked in cooperation with
the public and poised ahead in
the same steps.

Endeavors are being ex-
erted by the ministry for indi-
vidual stance and development
including the social protection,
the safety from harm’s way, the
provision of rapid assistance,
and the making of better condi-
tion than the previous situation.

Convincing the effective re-
habilitation is vital for the relief
of social dilemma and disaster,
the ministry has expanded one
new department. On 31st Jan-
uary 2018, under the Ministry
of Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement, Department of
Rehabilitation was established
with the staffs from the existing
two departments. Moreover the
name of Relief and Resettle-
ment Department was changed
to Disaster Management De-
partment.

For the greater good of the
people, the budget allocation
from 0.09 to 0.41 per cent is
seen during the third year plan
of the new government.

With a view to saving wast-
age in the public funds, the un-
der staffed ministry has sought
and looped in additional man-
power from the General Admin-
istration Department, the civil
societies and the general public.

As the fine and fast ar-
rangement are being made in
the distribution of the aids and
cash to the people, there comes
the voices and echoes of good
feedback from the people. In
drawing up the relevant work
preparation including the stra-
tegic plan, a research center
was established, and subse-

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye accepts cash donation for flood victims in Toungoo on 30 August 2018. PHOTO:
AYE THAN

quently four research papers
have been approved by the Pro-
tocol and Ethnic Board (PEB).
Research papers with pragmat-
ic approach are connected with
the Modified Conditional Cash
Transfer (MCCT), the Social
Cohesion, the Survey on Earth-
quake and the Rakhine Joint
Assessment.

In the best interest of the
pubic, the supervisory team for
project implementation was be-
ing formed in 2018-2019 fiscal

governments, the UN agencies
and the international organiza-
tions; they are being provided
with information of policies,
principles, and techniques
through frequent discussions
with positive approach.
Taking care of the child
from the pregnancy period up
to the age of (8) of the child, the
Department of Social Welfare
is undertaking Early Child-
hood Care and Development
(ECCD) and Child Protection

Job opportunities and employment have
been provided to local people in the Rakhine
State by assisting in various ways and means
including investment to the Smart Garment

Industry; the Khine Pyi Soe Garment Industry:
the Shwe Kyar Traditional Weaving Industry.

year and that (14) non-govern-
mental organizations have been
scrutinized.

In giving the exposure of
Myanmar images to the inter-
national community, the re-
sponsible persons of foreign

Programme.

Child Protection Pro-
gramme

From the time of pregnancy
until (2) years of the child, prop-
er development of the brain is

very much vital, and therefore,
raising awareness on nutrition
in addition to monthly cash as-
sistance of MMK 15,000 is pro-
vided to the womenfolk.

The project started in 2017-
2018 in Chin State, Rakhine
State and Naga Self-Adminis-
trative zone, and it expanded in
Kayin State and Kayah State in
2018-2019. The budget allocated
was MMK 17.832 billions from
the government treasury and
MMK 5.592 billions from inter-
national aid agencies.

Embracing (6) months in-
fants to (3) years children under
day-care bracket as well as (3)
years to (5) years Kids, where no
pre-primary day care is availa-
ble, are being looped into(650)
newly established units of com-
munity based mother circles
for all-round development of
the children in 2018-2019 fiscal
year with momentum. It is part
of early childhood care.

In the elevation and boost-
ing of childhood care and devel-
opment, as well as imparting
lifelong basic learning, a total
of (1,025) community based
pre-primary child care centers
on self-helped basic have been
commissioned.

For the proper function-

ing of the early childhood care
centers, one month teachers’
training have been facilitated
in (200) townships in 2018-2019
fiscal year.

Pilot Project

In identifying and finding
out the less developed children
door to door in time and to lend
hands to the parents, the Early
Childhood Intervention (ECI)
centers have been established
in Yangon Region, Ayeyawady
Region, Sagaing Region and
Mon State, and subsequently
picked out (851) children from
ward and villages.

For the needy children of
infant to (10) years in age, (7)
child care centers have been
functioning and that the kids
under (18) are being taken care
at (10) youth training schools.

In search of alternative
ways and means for taking
care of the children similar to
embracing into arms the by the
real and genuine parents for a
limited time period, some new
measures are being implement-
ed in townships namely Dalla,
Insein, Hlinetharya and North
Okkalapa of Yangon Region,
and MahaAungMyay Township
and ChanMyaThazi Township of
Mandalay Region.

A building with internation-
al standard of the Care Center
for Abandoned Children (Nay
Pyi Taw) is in the process of
construction in Wunna Theidhi
Ward in Zabuthiri Township.
The building was donated by the
Orphan Reduction and Protec-
tion Association (Myanmar) and
well wishers to the Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement.

Tasks of Youth Care

Youth policy is being drawn
for Myanmar Youths to become
multi-developed citizens by the
Ministry of Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement, Ministry
of Health and Sport, Ministry of
Education in cooperation with
relating departments and also
youth representatives includ-

ing women, persons with dis-
ability in States and Regions,
UN organizations, NGOs and
INGOs. Youth Policy is adopted
by Cabinet on 8th November,
2017. Youth Policy Launching
Ceremony was held on5" Jan-
uary 2018 at MICC (1), Nay Pyi
Taw.

A discussion on draft Na-
tional Strategic Plan for Youth
Policy was held at Mingala Thiri
Hotel, Nay Pyi Taw on 25 and 26
of March 2019.

Awareness raising activi-
ties were held at union level,
state and region levels across
the country from 25 November
2018, the International Day for
the Elimination of Violence
against Women, to 10 Decem-
ber 2018, Human Rights Day,
the 16 Days of Activism against
Gender-Based Violence Cam-
paign.

With a view to compile
people’s voices for (24) hours,
the help-line 067-3404222; 067-
3404999 have been opened up
for the people, and eventually
resolved many problems.

In providing services for
the women, “One Stop Women
Support Centers (OSWSCs)”
are being setup in Yangon,
Mandalay and Mawlamyine,
and then further expanded in
Lashio and Hpa-an in 2018.

Total of (90) women are
sheltered at the centers and
that (60) vulnerable girls have
been provided with jobs for live-
lihood with the total budget of
MMK 26.24 millions.

Social Protection Assistanc-
es

A total of MMK 2299.955
millions have been provided as
aid assistances to various or-
ganizations namely (225) units
of Youth Development Shelters;
(12) units of Disabled Shelters;
(80) units of Home for the Aged;
(13) units of Women’s Shelters;
(1025) units of Self-help Pre-Pri-
mary Schools across the coun-
try.

Cash assistance are also
provided to (622) pregnant

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye

Union Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement Dr. Win Myat
Aye provides cash assistance to elderlies. PHOTO: AYE THAN

Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye donates cash to flood-affected people in
Shwekyin on 27 July 2018. PHOTO: AYE THAN
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Union Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye provides humanitarian assistance to
residents at IDP camps in Mogaung. PHOTO: AYE THAN

mothers with MMK (21.545)
millions; to (1,201) children
under (5) years with MMK
46.990 millions; to (43,128) peo-
ple with disabilities with MMK
1,291.385 millions; to (5,785)

households of women led fam-
ilies with MMK 114.855 mil-
lions, amounting in all to MMK
1,472.123 millions.

SEE PAGE-10
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Monthly Universal Social
Pensions have been provided to
elderly in 2017-2018 in the whole
country at the age bracket of
above (90), and then reduced
to (85) and above in 2018-2019,
benefiting to (168,578 elderly
people with MMK 5057.340 mil-
lions in total cash.

Children are placed at
the temporary child friendly
spaces in the IDP shelters due
to armed conflicts across the
country. They are provided with
cash assistances with MMK 1.5
millions to each group, and that
(68) units of child friendly spac-
es have received MMK (102)
millions.

Drafting of policies and
laws

For National Strategic Plan
of Youth Policy, the first meet-
ing was held on 26 March 2018.
A discussion on draft National
Strategic Plan for Youth Policy
was held at Mingala Thiri Hotel,
Nay Pyi Taw in March 2019 and
likely to release soon.

The Child Rights Law
(Draft) have been complet-
ed and submitted to the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw for approval
on 6 July 2017 and then submit-
ted to Amyotha Hluttaw in 2018.

The new prostitution law
(draft) is in the process and
that another draft law, on the
prevention of violence against
women, is drawing.

National level policy and
law for the elderly along with
the by-law are in the process.

Seeking advice

Total of (116) multi-hazard
protection buildings are under
construction in states and re-
gions namely Bago, Taninthayi,
Ayeyawady, Sagaing, Kayin,
Mon, Rakhine, Chin and Shan.

National level drill and
exercise for countering earth-
quake was worked out in Febru-
ary 2018, and that the national
level preparation and response
plan to counter earthquake and
natural disaster was drafted in
2018. Moreover, a think tank of
advisors has been formed in
connection with national disas-
ter management in the country.

Rehabilitation

The disaster management
committees were also formed
at regions, states, self-admin-
istered regions and zones, dis-
tricts, townships, wards and
villages, and that the rehabil-
itation tasks were carried out
in momentum in 2018.

Deputy Minister U Soe Aung provides cash assistance to aged persons in Magway on 7 January 2019.
PHOTO: AYE THAN

Natural disasters and flood
hit areas during 2018 namely
Kayin State and Mon State,
Bago Region and Taninthayi
Region have been accorded
with assistances such as that
of food stuff and relief mate-
rials; that of crop seedlings
for cultivation; that of repair
of roads and bridges; that of
reconstruction of houses and
monasteries; incurring MMK
6167.78979 millions.

Implementation
Myanmar has already
formed the “Myanmar Pre-
paredness Partnership” (MPP).
Moreover, with the aid and as-
sistance of Canadian govern-
ment, Myanmar is using the
ADB technology on the imple-
mentation of “Strengthening
Climate and Disaster Resilience
in Myanmar”. Furthermore, the

ter Management Committee
for 2019.

With regards to the fire that
continues to burn at Yangon
waste dump at garbage near
Htein Pin cemetery in Yan-
gon’s Hlingthaya Township on
21 April 2018, assistance and
cooperation on technology was
being sought from the Office
of the ASEAN Secretariat and
AHA Center.

The statistics and informa-
tion on disasters and damages
in Myanmar from 2015 to 2017
have been compiled through on-
line system, and subsequently
submitted to United Nations
International Strategy for Dis-
aster Reduction (UNISDR) on
30 September 2018.

Moreover, review tasks are
being carried out such as that
of the early assessment and
evaluation of the natural disas-

The ministry is designing a national
strategic plan to close IDP camps in
Rakhine, Kachin, Shan and Kayin
states after the national strategic
plan is adopted.

Technical Assistance Project is
under implementation.

In cooperation and collab-
oration with the UNDP and the
ADB, Myanmar has adopted
the “Recovery Guidelines” to
be used as standard norm for
rehabilitation tasks after en-
countering the natural disaster.

The 9th ASEAN’s Disaster
Simulation Exercise was being
held from 26 March to 1 April
2018, and that Myanmar has
assumed the alternative chair
of the ASEAN Natural Disas-

ters; that of the appraisal over
the program on the awareness
raising and necessary items
in the preparedness program,;
and that of the review over the
emergency relief assistances.

After June 2018, aid and
relief assistances become fast
and swift as transport vehicles
are provided to region and state
offices, and more districts and
townships are expanded.

As more staff members are
recruited and more offices have
been commissioned, necessary

aid and relief assistances could
be distributed to the public in
shortest possible time, mitigat-
ing the suffering of the people.

Moreover, all the main re-
sponsibilities and tasks such
as that on distribution of in-
formation; awareness raising;
risk reduction; construction of
buildings; profuse use of tech-
nology in disaster management;
engage in more research works;
hook up cooperation with in-
ternational organizations; are
functioning well.

More offices and shelters
have been expanded for the
vulnerable groups; narcotic
and human trafficking; drug
rehabilitation; and temporary
shelters for victims.

Raising momentum

Plans are underway for
better treatment to be deliv-
ered in a separate department
in top gear to the people with
disability; to the elderly; to the
drug addicts; to the trafficked
victims; to the abandoned kids;
to the child soldiers; to the help-
less women; to the IDPs of con-
flict zones; and to the migrated
families.

More emphasis is being
centered for the people with
disabilities during the third year
term of the new government
with all round care in five-year
strategic plan.

In 2018, total of (75) child
soldiers have been rehabilitat-
ed and looped back with the
community, and moreover, (2)
youth training centers trans-
ferred from the Ministry of
Home Affairs have been taken
up for functioning.

Community based drug re-
habilitation courses have been
conducted with the voluntary
supervisors.

A review on research work
over the three-year drug re-
habilitation task has been car-
ried out, and subsequently a
network is being established
among the community based
civil societies with regards to
the drug rehabilitation.
Social Conflicts

According to the statistical
index, Rakhine State stands on
the dot of second last developed
state in Myanmar, and that for
many decades the land is suffer-
ing from social conflicts.

Government formed a Cen-
tral Committee for the Imple-
mentation of Peace and Devel-
opment in Rakhine State.

Meanwhile, the President’s
Office also announced the for-
mation of four working com-
mittees to assist the central
committee in order to achieve
success in the implementation
of peace, stability and devel-
opment.

Rakhine State

Job opportunities and em-
ployment have been provided
to local people in the Rakhine
State by assisting in various
ways and means including in-
vestment to the Smart Garment
Industry; the Khine Pyi Soe
Garment Industry; the Shwe
Kyar Traditional Weaving In-
dustry.

The Ministry of Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement
have announced a plan to close
camps for internally displaced
persons (IDPs) and refugees in
four states.

The ministry is designing a
national strategic plan to close
IDP camps in Rakhine, Kachin,
Shan and Kayin states after
the national strategic plan is
adopted.

In the year 2018, total of
MMK 15598.169 million have
been provided for the social pro-
tection plan and for the disaster
management in Rakhine State.

The tasks of the ministry
included that of in reducing the
negative impact on social de-
velopment of the country; that
of aiding and assisting through
indirect approach in social pro-
tection program.

In conclusion, the writer of
this article would like to share
the observation of the Union
Minister Dr. Win Myat Aye who
firmly believes that the collec-
tive works in the assigned tasks
would surely overcome the ex-
isting challenges in the days
ahead.

Translated by UMT (Ahlon)
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Eye on export market, growers seek GAP certification for Myanmar banana

THE Myanmar Banana Pro-
ducers and Exporters Associ-
ation has applied to the Agri-
culture Department for GAP
(Good Agricultural Practices)
certification to allow Myanmar
banana to enter international
markets.

To ensure consumers’ safe-
ty, local banana growers are be-
ing given GAP training courses.
The association applied to the
Agriculture Department for a
GAP certificate in 2018.

“Currently, banana is being

grown under the GAP system.
Therefore, we have applied for
GAP certification. Earlier, GAP
certificates were not issued to
banana growers in Myanmar.
None of the local growers have
ever received such certifica-
tion. Banana grown from the
local variety of seeds cannot
be exported yet. However, ba-
nana cultivated from Chinese
species in Kachin State is being
exported. Local farmers are
still making efforts to export lo-
cally grown banana,” said Daw

Ohnmar Kyaw, the secretary of
the association.

“Although banana is being
exported to China through the
border points, we have faced
difficulties in packing them for
transportation. In fact, the as-
sociation has been transport-
ing them in baskets for around
one year,” she said.

“We plan to transport ba-
nana in cold storage vehicles
in the future, and sell Myanmar
banana in the ASEAN market,”
she said.

“Local farmers are making
efforts to grow banana using
the GAP system so they can
obtain GAP certificates. Be-
sides, they are also thinking of
penetrating the international
market. Now, they can only
supply to the local market. Lo-
cal people mostly consume the
Phee Gyan banana, although
the species is not to the taste of
foreign consumers,” she added.

“In City Mart, Myanmar
banana sells better than the
Chinese variety. Previously, the

government issued GAP certif-
icates easily. But now, they are
issuing the certificates only if
the fruits meet their set crite-
ria,” she said.

Myanmar banana is grown
across the country. However,
it is chiefly cultivated in the
Ayeyawady region. The author-
ities will issue GAP certificates
mostly for local banana grown
in Ayeyawady region, said Daw
Ohnmar Kyaw.— Aye Yamone

(Translated by Hay Mar)

Trade through Hteekhee gate
tops $1 bln in as of March

THE value of Myanmar-Thai-
land border trade through the
Hteekhee gate in the first half
of the current fiscal year ex-
ceeded US$1 billion, which is
more than double the value
registered in the correspond-
ing period of the previous FY,
according to the Ministry of
Commerce.

Between 1 October, 2018
and 29 March, 2019, the total
value of Thailand-Myanmar
trade stood at more than $1.74
billion. During the same peri-
od in the previous fiscal, the
bilateral border trade was
valued at $881 million.

Myanmar’s exports to
Thailand surpassed imports
in the current 2018-2019 FY,

with exports estimated at
$1.23 billion and imports at
$501.4 million, according to
data released by the Com-
merce Ministry.

Earlier, the Myawady gate
saw the largest trade among
the Myanmar-Thailand check-
points. In the current finan-
cial year, trade surged at the
Hteekhee gate, with exports
worth $988.5 million and im-
ports valued at $17.4 million.

Of the seven border trade
points between Myanmar and
Thailand, Tachilek, Myawady,
and Myeik gates witnessed a
small decrease in trade, while
the remaining gates regis-
tered an increase.

The value of trade stood

at $37.2 million at Tachilek,
$1 billion at Hteekhee, $438.9
million at Myawady, $119.56
million at Myeik, $125.5 million
at Kawthoung, $1.18 million
at Maese, and $11.8 million at
Mawtaung.

Myanmar primarily ex-
ports fishery products such
as crab, fish, shrimp, and
squid, as well as onions, ses-
ame, dry tea leaves, coconut,
and turmeric to Thailand. It
imports capital goods such
as machinery, raw industri-
al goods such as cement and
fertilizers, consumer goods
such as cosmetics, and food
products. —Ko Htet

(Translated by Ei Myat
Mon)

Myanmar-US trade up 67% in January

MYANMAR'’S overseas trade
with the United States in Jan-
uary touched US$85.69 mil-
lion, up by over $34 million
or 67 per cent, as against the
corresponding period last
January when the bilater-
al trade was $51.28 million,
according to the Ministry of
Commerce.

The total trade figures in-
cluded exports worth $54.77
million and imports worth
$30.92 million. When com-
pared with January 2018, the
current export value signif-
icantly increased by $29.74
million while the bilateral
import rose slightly by $4.68
million.

From October through
January in the current
2018-2019 Fiscal Year, My-

anmar-US bilateral trade in-
cluded $176.43 million in the
exports and $139.45 million in
the imports, totalling $315.88
million.

Myanmar exports agri-
culture products, beans and
pulses, marine products,
clothing, forestry products
and other finished products
to the American market, im-
porting medicine and related
equipment, raw materials, in-
dustrial products, transporta-
tion products, dairy products,
and other commodities.

The Myanmar-US trade
in the 2018 mini-budget pe-
riod (April-September) was
$455.72 million in total, ac-
cording to the Commerce
Ministry.

The total value of trade

between the two countries
reached a record high of
$718.38 mln in the FY2017-
2018 FY. The bilateral trade
was $690.63 miln in the 2016-
2017 FY, $196.90 min in the
2015-2016 FY, $544.64 miln in
the 2014-2015 FY, $104.44 mln
in the 2013-2014 FY, $122.79
mlin in the 2012-2013 FY, and
$293.07 mln in the 2011-2012
FY.

According to the Myan-
mar Investment Commission,
the US’s foreign direct invest-
ment in Myanmar during
the 2018 mini-budget period
totalled $55.9 million. There
was no new investment from
the US in the current fiscal
year.—Khine Khant

(Translated by Khaing
Thanda Lwin)

Import of CMP raw
materials up by $172
min as of March

MYANMAR spent US$1.09 bil-
lion importing CMP raw ma-
terials between 1 October and
29 March, up by $172 million
or 18.7 per cent, as against the
corresponding period in the
last 2017-2018 Fiscal Year, the
Ministry of Commerce report-
ed.

At this time last FY, the
country’s CMP imports stood
at $922 million.

Also, during the week be-
tween 23 and 29 March, the
country bought CMP products
amounted to $61.47 million,
which saw an increase in value
by over $30 million compared
to that of the same period last
FY, when the import of CMP
raw materials was $29.2 million.

CMP raw materials is one
of four major groups of import
products. The country also im-

ports capital goods, interme-
diate products and consumer
goods from countries in South-
east Asia, Asia, Africa, Europe
and America.

During the first six months
of this fiscal year, Myanmar’s
total imports were valued at
$8.9 billion, with capital goods
worth $2.89 billion, interme-
diate goods worth nearly $3.3
billion and consumer products
worth $1.64 billion.

This year saw a continuous
decrease in imports of capital
goods, intermediate goods, and
consumer products. Compared
with last FY, the current import
value of the three products de-
clined by $690 million.—Khine
Khant

(Translated by Khaing
Thanda Lwin)
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New rules and checks aim to reduce
casualties on Yangon-Mandalay highway

( By Kyaw Ye Thwin )

HE Joint Monitoring
of Highway Buses and
Trucks has released
a series of rules for
vehicles to follow on the Yan-
gon-Mandalay highway.

The following is an inter-
view with U Soe Naing Oo, As-
sistant Director (Civil) of the
Highway Preservation and Ad-
ministration Group, and Police
Major Zarni Maung, Myanmar
Highway Police Force, regard-
ing the issued set of rules and
future tasks.

U Soe Naing Oo

Q: Can you tell us the rea-
son for issuing rules vehicles
must follow on the Yangon-Man-
dalay highway?

A: We want to reduce traffic
accidents minimize casualties
on the highway. There is a set
of 20 rules for express cars,
minibuses, vehicles carrying
pilgrims, and vehicles with the
telematic system. Light trucks
have to follow their own set of
18 rules.

Q: When will you assess if
people are following these rules
of not? How will you spread this
to the wider public?

A: The joint groups will
begin assessing if the rules
are followed beginning from 8
April 2019, at least three times
a week. The first month will be
conducted as an awareness rais-
ing month. We will begin taking
action in the months to follow.
We have included these rules
in the state newspapers and put
them up on toll gates in order to
reach a large number of the pub-
lic as possible. We've sent the
rules to nearest bus lines and
the toll gates with send handouts
to vehicles.

Q: How many traffic acci-
dents have occurred through-
out the years and what are the
numbers for 2019?

A: There were 745 accidents
on the Yangon-Mandalay high-
way in 2016, 555 in 2017, 473 in
2018, and 135 in 2019 as of March.

Q: What does the telematic
system do and how can installing
it benefit us?

A: The telematic system is
mostly installed on cargo trucks
that carry perishable materials

U Soe Naing Oo.

like vegetables, meat, fish, and
flowers. Some express vehicles
have it too but all vehicles travel-
ling on the highway should have
it installed.

Telematics allows monitor-
ing of location, movements, sta-
tus and behaviour of a vehicle in
real time and will also show its
history. We can see if the vehicle
is going over the speed limit or
driving roughly and an alarm
will warn the drive in the vehi-
cle. Daily and monthly records
of the registered vehicles can
be viewed. Plus, if an accident
occurs then we can review from
the black box.

Owners of vehicles can use
mobile applications to manage
their vehicles and the traffic
command and control center
can contact drivers not follow-
ing the rules, and drivers can
press the panic button in case
of emergencies.

Police Major Zarni Maung.

Q: Which organizations
will be incorporated in the joint
group?

A: The Highway Police
Force will be mainly in charge.
Other personnel will be added
from the Road Transport Ad-
ministration Department, the
Business License and Transport
Management Department, the
Highway Preservation and Man-
agement Group, the Highway
Fire Services Department, and
the Highway Red Cross Society.

Q: Can you explain how the
rules you’ve published are suit-
able for bus lines and drivers?

A: Both list of rules detail
facts that all vehicles should
have and they are capable of
being followed by bus lines and
drivers. Everyone must follow
these rules to avoid traffic ac-
cidents.

Q: What are the main caus-
es of traffic accidents on the

highway?

A: The greatest causes of
accidents are vehicles that flip
over from overspeeding, drivers
falling asleep at the wheel, and
tyre bursts. Currently family
cars have the highest accident
rates so we need to make a sep-
arate case for them.

Q: How many vehicles trav-
el every day on the highway?

A: The highway sees an av-
erage of 4,500 to 5,000 vehicles
every day. We published these
rules to make it safer for trav-
ellers on the highway. We urge
vehicles to cooperate with us to
be accident free.

Police Major Zarni Maung

Q: We hear the joint group
will begin checking the sturdi-
ness of vehicles travelling on the
highway starting from 8 April.
Could you explain about that
process?

A: We will designate three
checkpoints on the Yangon-Man-
dalay highway to examine vehi-
cles. One will be at No.3 junction
toll gate, one at Nay Pyi Taw toll
gate, and another at Sagar Inn
toll gate. We will carry exam-
inations once in the morning
and once in the evening. We aim
to perform this routine at least
three days a week.

Q: When you examine a
vehicle, how long would the
process take? What will you

An express bus passes toll gate at the 115-mile Terminal, on Yangon-Mandalay express way.
PHOTO: HTAN PHONE

do to ensure travellers are not
delayed too long and what will
become of vehicles not adhering
to the rules?

A: We will assign different
groups on various shifts to make
the examinations as quick and
smooth as possible. If the vehi-
cles do not meet the designated
rules of criteria then we won’t
allow them on to the highway.

Q: In what other ways does
the highway police help travel-
lers?

A: We help transport people
to hospitals when accidents oc-
cur. We try to quickly reach ve-
hicles that have malfunctioned,
have a burst tyre, or ran out
of gas. We use modern speed
checkers and take action against
vehicles so that they drive within
the speed limit. We also use al-
cohol testers to check for drunk
drivers. There are five toll gates
where we check if people are
wearing seatbelts and educate
them on its importance. We also
check if the fire extinguishers on
cars are still functioning.

There are many villages
along the highway so the police
force conduct awareness train-
ing to prevent accidents with
motorcycles, wandering cattle
and other animals.

Q: We understand that most
of the accidents on the highway
are due to human error. How
much vehicle faultiness has
been behind accidents?

A: We separate traffic acci-
dents into four categories: hu-
man, vehicle, road, and weath-
er. In 2018, 367 accidents were
caused by human error, 98 by
vehicles, 9 due to the state of
the road, and no causes by the
weather. We can see human er-
rors are the greatest cause for
traffic accidents.

Overspeeding is the prima-
ry culprit for accidents. That’s
why we use speed checkers and
alcohol testers and we see the
number of accidents gradually
going down year by year. As we
begin examining vehicles for
their sturdiness and prepared-
ness for the highway, 'm sure
traffic accidents will further
decrease.

(Translated by Zaw Htet Oo)
| 1 1 ]
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Union Health & Sports Minister attends GAVI board meeting, 52

session of Commission on Population and Development

DR. MYINT HTWE, Un-
ion Minister for Health
and Sports, attended the
board meeting of GAVI,
the Global Alliance for
Vacciness and Immuni-
zation, as the sole repre-
sentative of all developing
countries. The meeting
was held in Ottawa, Can-
ada, from 27 to 29 March.
He also attended the
52" session of the Com-
mission on Population and
Development at UN head-
quarters in New York,
USA, from 1 to 5 April.

GAVI board meeting
The Union Minister
discussed ways to imple-
ment systemic procedures
for increasing support
from GAVI and the impor-
tance of reducing wastage
in distributing vaccines.
He advised on what steps
GAVI should take in imple-
menting GAVI 5.0 (2021-

2025) and on cooperating
with WHO and UNICEF.
He said GAVI should co-
operate with WHO and
the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
of the US to research and
combat the resurgence
of diseases preventable
by vaccines. He also said
this should be considered
as the second priority for
investment.

During his stay in Ot-
tawa, the Union Minister
met with officials from
Pharos Global Health
Advisors and discussed
support for micronutri-
ent tablets. He also met
with officials from Glob-
al Affairs Canada and
discussed support for
improving Myanmar’s
healthcare system and
offspring health process.

P&D Commission ses-
sion

PHOTO: MNA

Request for Letter of Interest

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Plot No. 55-56, Survey Ward No. 14
Shwe Than Lwin Industrial Zone
Hlaing Tharyar Township
Yangon, Myanmar

(the “Company™)
Ref: Y19/MKT/Finance/004

The Company request the Letter of interest for
purchasing of Invoice books for 2019

During the 527 ses-
sion of the Commission
on Population and Devel-
opment, the Union Min-
ister said international
cooperation is needed
to swiftly implement the

ICPD program to fulfil
the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDG).
He said the 2014 Census
conducted in Myanmar
was vital in designing
many national-level

policies, strategies and
procedures such as the
Myanmar Sustainable
Development Plan (2018-
2030).

The Union Minister
said UN member coun-

tries need to help each
other to facilitate faster
progress regarding pop-
ulation and development
to fulfil the SDG. —MNA
(Translated by Zaw Htet
0Oo)

Request for Letter of Interest

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Plot No. 55-56, Survey Ward No. 14
Shwe Than Lwin Industrial Zone
Hlaing Tharyar Township
Yangon, Myanmar

(the “Company™)
Ref: Y19/0OPTS/003

The Company request the Letter of interest for
below services:

Require Services: Annual M&E Services for BAT
facilities for 2019

Location: Yangon

If you are interested to participate in the tender,
please submit the LOI to the below email address
by 12" April 2019.

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Room 508, 5" floor, Building 18, MICT Park,
Hlaing Campus, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Attn: mya_hnin_ei_pwint@bat.com

Request for Letter of Interest

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Plot No. 55-56, Survey Ward No. 14
Shwe Than Lwin Industrial Zone
Hlaing Tharyar Township
Yangon, Myanmar

(the “Company”)
Ref: Y19/0OPTS/004

The Company request the Letter of interest for
below services:

Require Services: Annual Diesel Purchase for
Generators Usage 2019

Location: Yangon

If you are interested to participate in the tender,
please submit the LOI to the below email address
by 12 April 2019.

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Room 508, 5" floor, Building 18, MICT Park,
Hlaing Campus, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Attn: mya_hnin_ei_pwint@bat.com

We are planning to call for tender for Annual usage
of Invoices, vounchers & receipt books for 2019.

If you are interested to participate in the tender,
please submit the LOI to the below email address
by 12" April 2019.

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Room 508, 5" floor, Building 18, MICT Park,
Hlaing Campus, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Attn: mya_hnin_ei_pwint@bat.com

Request for Letter of Interest

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Plot No. 55-56, Survey Ward No. 14
Shwe Than Lwin Industrial Zone
Hlaing Tharyar Township
Yangon, Myanmar

(the “Company”)

Ref: Y19/0PTS/001

below services:

Require Services: Guards & Protective Services
for 2019

Location: 6 cities (Yangon, Mandalay,
Mawlamyaing, Pyay, Nay Pyi Taw, Taunggyi)

If you are interested to participate in the tender,
please submit the LOI to the below email address
by 12 April 2019.

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Room 508, 5" floor, Building 18, MICT Park,
Hlaing Campus, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Attn: mya_hnin_ei_pwint@bat.com

The Company request the Letter of interest for

Request for Letter of Interest

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Plot No. 55-56, Survey Ward No. 14
Shwe Than Lwin Industrial Zone
Hlaing Tharyar Township
Yangon, Myanmar

(the “Company™)
Ref: Y19/0PTS/002

The Company request the Letter of interest for
below services:

Require Services: Annual Car Maintainese &
Repair Service for 2019

Location: Yangon

If you are interested to participate in the tender,
please submit the LOI to the below email address
by 12" April 2019.

British American Tobacco Myanmar Limited
Room 508, 5" floor, Building 18, MICT Park,
Hlaing Campus, Hlaing Tsp, Yangon, Myanmar
Attn: mya_hnin_ei_pwint@bat.com
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Rates for camera, video permits in Bagan
cultural zone revised downwards

THE Department of Archaeol-
ogy and National Museum (Ba-
gan) has revised its fee for is-
suing photography and filming
permits in the Bagan ancient
cultural zone, following which,
the rates for camera permits
have become lower compared
to earlier.

“After discussions at the
Ministry of Information, the
fees for photography, docu-
mentary, and movie-filming
permits were reduced,” said
U Aung Aung Kyaw, director,
Department of Archaeology
and National Museum (Bagan).

The old rates were K500,000
per day for filming movies and
videos, and K100,000 for pho-
tography. The rates have been
lowered to K100,000 for video
and movie filming, and K30,000
for commercial filming with still
cameras. Foreigners will have
to pay the foreign currency
equivalent of the set rates.

Staff from the Department
of Archaeology and National
Museum (Bagan) will not ac-
company film crews for day
shoots. But for night shoots,

File photo shows the view of
Bagan in Mandalay Region,
one of the tourist attractions
of Myanmar. PHOTO:
KHAING SET WAI

two staff members will accom-
pany the crew as part of security
measures, for a service charge
of K10,000 each. The in-charges
of film crews will have to pro-
vide information about shooting
sites and the purpose of filming,
They will have to sign a pledge,
agreeing to abide by the rules,
and they will be liable for actions
of their crew.

“The rules have been re-
leased. Film crews will now have
to inform the pagoda’s board of
trustees and related officials.
Mural paintings in Bagan and
the Bagan archaeology museum
cannot be filmed without a per-
mit. Movie and video filming will
have to be approved by the Nay
Pyi Taw office. Film crew will be
required to follow the rules,” said

U Aung Aung Kyaw.

Film crews will be required
to keep the locations of shooting
clean. They will be required to
treat local visitors and tourists
with respect. Any acts which
hurt Myanmar religion, customs,
and traditions will be strongly
prohibited, he added. —Khaing
Set Wai

(Translated by Ei Myat Mon)

Electrical fire destroys home in Shwebo, Sagaing Region

AN electrical fire destroyed a
home in Shartaw village, Shwebo
Township, Sagaing Region last
Sunday, according to the Shwe-
bo Township Police. No one was
injured in the incident.

The blaze started around
10:30 p.m. at the home of U Tun
Lin, 34, due to overheated electri-
cal wiring. The fire soon engulfed
the 24’x16’x9” home. A team of
15 firefighters, led by U Aye My-
int, the Assistant Director of the

township Fire Services depart-
ment, 200 villagers, and three fire
engines brought the blaze under
control within 20 minutes. The
fire was extinguished by 10:55
p.m.

The fire caused losses to the
tune of over K650,000, according
to the Fire Services Department.

The Shwebo township police
have initiated action against U
Tun Lin. —Moe Thouk (Shwebo)

(Translated by La Wonn)

Authorities arrest three
suspected elephant poachers

OFFICIALS from the Forest De-
partment and the Hainggyikyun
Township Police arrested three
suspected elephant poachers
around 2 a.m. on 8 April near
the Nyaungwine village-tract,
Hainggyikyun Township, Ay-
eyawady Region, according to
police.

The three suspected
poachers have been identified
as Aung Lin from Hlinethayar-
Township, Yangon Region, and
Zin Maung Maung and Min Zaw

from Hainggyikyun Township,
Ayeyawady Region.

Police said they were found
in possession of weapons, in-
cluding a homemade gun, 15.5-
and 17-inch knives, a 16-inch ar-
row, a black gunpowder packet,
four penicillin bottles, a plastic
bag, and other items.

The Police has filed a case
of elephant poaching against the
three suspects.— IPRD

(Translated by La Wonn)

Three elephant poachers are seen together with related materials and
weapons. PHOTO: TOWNSHIP IPRD
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Over 240,000 tourists arrive
in Sri Lanka in March

COLOMBO, — Over 240,000 tour-
ists arrived in Sri Lanka in March,
growing 4.6 percent compared to
the same period last year; statis-
tics from the Sri Lanka Tourism
Development Authority showed
here Monday.

The leading markets for Sri
Lanka tourism were India, Britain
and China.

Chinese arrivals last month
grew 12.6 percent compared to
March 2018, with the arrival of
23,759 tourists.

China accounted for 10 per-
cent of the total traffic, while In-
dia accounted for 14 percent and
Britain 12 percent. To date, this
year, 78,212 Chinese tourists have
arrived in Sri Lanka while the to-
tal number of tourist arrivals this
year has been 740,600.

Tourism Development, Wild-
life and Christian Religious Affairs
Minister John Amaratunga said
the government was on target to
reach its total aim of three million
tourists by the end of this year. He

said China being one of Sri Lan-
ka’s main markets, the tourism
industry was expecting at least
300,000 Chinese tourists to visit
the island country by the end of
this December.

Sri Lanka Tourism has
emerged as one of the leading
markets following the end of the
country’s civil war in May 2009.

This year the government
said it is expecting a revenue of
at least five billion dollars from
its tourism industry—Xinhua #

Bangladesh deploys
border guards to island
near Myanmar

DHAKA (Bangladesh) — Bang-
ladesh on Sunday deployed heav-
ily-armed border guards to an
island near its southern border
with Myanmar for the first time
in 20 years, officials said.
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) distributed images show-
ing dozens of troops carrying
assault rifles disembarking at
Saint Martin’s island, a small
island in the Bay of Bengal that

has caused diplomatic tensions
between the neighbours.

The BGB said the troop de-
ployment was part of “regular
activities” to ensure border pro-
tection and curb drug trafficking.

But the force’s lieutenant
colonel, Sarker Mohammad
Mustafizur Rahman, told AFP
it was the first time since 1997
their men had landed there.—
AFP Hm

Nepal expedition to remeasure

helght of Everest 0"

“icials

Nepali survey chief Khim Lal Gautam (L) along with his team, Suraj Sing Bhandari (21), Yubaraj Dhital (2r),
Rabin Karki (r) and Mountain Guide Tshiring Janbu Sherpa (c) check the equipments before leaving on an
expedition to remeasure the height of Mount Everest in Kathmandu on 8 April, 2019. A Nepal government
expert team is preparing to climb Mount Everest this season to remeasure its height, officials said on 8 April, in
order to settle speculations that a powerful quake in 2015 altered the world's tallest peak. PHOTO: AFP

KATHMANDU — Nepal is send-
ing a team of government-appoint-
ed climbers up Mount Everest to
remeasure its height, officials said
Monday, hoping to quash persis-
tent speculation that the world’s
tallest mountain has shrunk.

Four government surveyors
will depart Wednesday for Ever-
est, which lies on the Himalayan
range straddling the border of
Nepal and China.

Its official height is 8,848 me-
tres (29,029 feet), first recorded by
an Indian survey in 1954. Numer-
ous other teams have measured
the peak, although the 1954 height
remains the widely accepted fig-
ure. But a heated debate erupt-
ed in the aftermath of a massive
earthquake in Nepal in 2015, with
suggestions the powerful tremor
had knocked height off the lofty
peak. Nepal’s Survey Depart-
ment commissioned a team of

surveyors in 2017 to prepare for an
Everest expedition in the hope of
putting the matter to rest.

“We are sending a team be-
cause there were questions re-
garding the height of Everest after
the earthquake,” the expedition’s
co-ordinator from the Survey De-
partment, Susheel Dangol, told
AFP Four government surveyors
have spent two years fine tuning
their methodology for measur-
ing the peak, collecting readings
from the ground and training for
the extreme conditions they will
encounter at the top of the world.
They will ascend the treacherous
mountain armed with advanced
equipment to collect the remain-
ing data to derive the true height
of the peak, officials say.

“It will not be easy to work in
that terrain, but we are confident
our mission will be successful,”
said the expedition’s leader and

chief surveyor, Khim Lal Gautam,
who summited Everest in 2011.

It also provides Nepal a
chance to measure the fabled
mountain for which it is famous,
the impoverished country having
never conducted its own survey.

In May 1999 an American
team added two metres to Ev-
erest’s height when it used GPS
technology to survey the peak.
That figure is now used by the US
National Geographic Society, but
otherwise not widely accepted.

Later, Nepal became em-
broiled in a diplomatic row with
China after the latter claimed the
peak was four metres shorter than
the accepted height.

Nepal rests on a major fault
line between two tectonic plates:
one bearing India that pushes
against the other carrying Europe
and Asia, the process that created
the Himalayas.— AFP B

LDP wins majority of
prefectural seats ahead
of upper house race

TOKYO — The ruling Liberal
Democratic Party won more
than half of the 2,277 seats up
for grabs in prefectural assem-
bly elections held across Japan
on Sunday, showing support for
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s
party remains firm ahead of
the upper house election in the
summer.

Taking advantage of a frac-
tured opposition, the LDP ob-
tained 1,158 or 50.9 percent of
seats in 41 prefectures in the
first leg of quadrennial nation-
wide local elections. It won a ma-
jority in 25 assemblies, including
in areas such as Hokkaido and
Aichi that typically lean more
toward non-LDP forces.

But the LDP also suffered
a number of setbacks including
losses in the Osaka gubernato-
rial and mayoral elections. “We
will look seriously at the results
and make sure we achieve vic-
tory in the second leg” later this
month, Abe said Monday. The
LDP’s victories came despite a
deputy land minister resigning
days earlier over remarks imply-
ing that a road project had been
given preferential treatment to
please Abe and Deputy Prime
Minister Taro Aso.

The party’s junior coalition
partner, Komeito, retained all
166 prefectural assembly seats
that it campaigned for.

It was the first major batch
of local elections after the law
requiring more female participa-
tion in politics came into force in
May 2018, but the outcome was
afar cry from the government’s
target of having women in 30 per-
cent of the country’s leadership

positions. While the total num-
ber of female assembly mem-
bers elected in Sunday’s votes
in the 41 prefectures reached
a record 237, or 10.4 percent of
seats up for grabs, the figure
is still in single digits in 40 of
the country’s 47 prefectures. In-
cluding prefectures where no
elections were held Sunday, the
Tokyo assembly had the largest
ratio of female members at 28.4
percent, followed by Kyoto at 21.7
per cent. The ratio is lowest in
the central Japan prefecture of
Yamanashi where there is only
one female assembly member.

Among the opposition, the
Constitutional Democratic Party
of Japan had a relatively strong
showing with 118 seats, 31 more
than it had heading into the polls.

But the Democratic Party
for the People lost 59 seats to
end up with just 83. Combined,
the two parties won 201 seats
compared with the 264 that the
now-defunct Democratic Par-
ty of Japan, from which they
splintered off, won in 2015. The
Japanese Communist Party,
which had members in every
prefectural assembly before
campaigning began, lost its
seats in Aichi. It shed a total
of seven seats to finish with 99.
centers on a group pushing to
reform Osaka into a metropol-
itan government like Tokyo,
added 13 seats to end with 67.
The group, Osaka Ishin no Kai,
won a crucial majority in the
prefectural assembly as well as
the gubernatorial and mayor-
al elections, giving it renewed
momentum to pursue its plan.—
Kyodo News W
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THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Team readying for the AFC qualifiers,
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The Myanmar U-15 team and the China U-16 team ahead of their opening match for the Hua Shan Cup
Championship in Weinan, China, on 6 April. PHOTO:MFF

THE Myanmar U-15 national
football team are giving their
best at the Hua Shan Cup Invi-
tational U-16 Championship in
Weinan, China, in preparation
for the AFF U-15 Championship
and the AFC U-16 Qualifiers.
Team Myanmar is headed
by coach Koga Takuma. Speak-
ing about the team’s target dur-
ing the Hua Shan Champion-
ship, he said: “Our target is the
AFC qualifiers. Before that, we

will compete in the AFF U-15
Championship in Thailand in
August. We know it is hard to
qualify for the AFC U-16 (the
qualifiers are in October), but
we will try as hard as we can.”

“We came here and we
participated in this tournament
because we wanted to improve
our performance. We will gain
experience by playing against
better teams, and we will re-
view the performance of our

players,” said Koga.

In the opening match of the
U-16 championship in China
three days ago, the Myanmar
U-15 team had faced the Chi-
na U-16 team, and suffered a
5-0 loss.

Team Myanmar also lost
to Tajikistan U-16 by 5-0 yes-
terday.

Myanmar will next play
Kyrgyzstan U-16 on 10 April.—
Lynn Thit (Tgi)

Napoli draw puts Juventus co

Napoli's Greek goalkeeper Orestis Karnezis (R) fails to stop an equalizer
during the Italian Serie A football match Napoli vs Genoa on 7 April, 2019
at the San Paolo stadium in Naples. PHOTO: AFP

MILAN, (Italy)—Napoli drew
1-1 with ten-man Genoa on Sun-
day to ensure that Juventus will
have to wait another week to
seal an eighth consecutive Serie
Atitle.

The champions have a
20-point advantage on sec-
ond-placed Napoli, who they
have beaten in both their head-
to-head clashes, with seven
games to go.

Juventus, who beat AC Mi-
lan 2-1 on Saturday, needed Na-

poli to lose to win the Scudetto
for the 35 time, ahead of their
Champions League quarter-fi-
nal first leg against Ajax next
week.

A draw next weekend at
lowly SPAL would be enough
for Massimiliano Allegri’s side
to win the title which would be
the first in Italy for Cristiano
Ronaldo.

Despite their numerical
advantage, Napoli struggled to
contain the visitors who inflict-

onation on hold

ed the only league defeat this
season on Juventus last month.

Genoa went a man down
when Stefano Sturaro was sent
off on 28 minutes following a
VAR review for a diving studs-up
tackle on Allan.

Dries Mertens blasted in
the opener on 34 minutes, but
Darko Lazovic pulled Genoa
level just before the break.

Genoa goalkeeper Ionut
Radu ensured his 14*-placed
side went away with a point with
a string of fine saves including
two late on Mertens and Kalidou
Koulibaly.

“It was an unexpected per-
formance that makes an alarm
bell ring, if we play like this in
London, then we’re in trouble,”
said Napoli coach Carlo Ancelot-
ti ahead of next week’s Europa
League game against Arsenal.

“We absolutely must wake
up, demonstrate the value and
potential that this group has and
find our true identity.

“Luckily we have four days
to fix things.”—AFP

MFTF looking for national
goalkeeping coach

THE Myanmar Football Fed-
eration is looking for a highly
qualified goalkeeper coach for
its senior men’s national team,
who will also act as an educa-
tor and mentor for all national
teams and the MFF Academy
Goalkeeper Coaches, according
to a statement released by the
federation.

To raise Myanmar football
to international level, the as-
sociation needs a permanent
and qualified goal coach, said
an official.

The goalkeeping coach
needs to understand and apply
the latest training methodol-
ogy, in line with international
standards, to groom talented
goalkeepers and national team
goalkeepers to perform at the
international level, according
to the MFF.

The coach needs to be
qualified to analyze games and

goalkeepers’ performance,
and design practical sessions,
based on individual and team
data-analysis, according to the
MFF.

The coach must have
knowledge of goalkeeping and
experience at the international
level, along with an open and
flexible mindset, the MFF stat-
ed.

Interested applicants can
submit their resumes, detail-
ing their knowledge and expe-
rience, to the MFF by the end
of April, said a source with the
football federation. The appli-
cations need to be addressed to
the MFF General Secretary, Ko
Ko Thein (kokothein@mff-ma.
com), the MFF CEOQ, Phone Na-
ing Zaw (phonenaingzaw@miff-
ma.com), and the MFF Techni-
cal Director, Eric Abrams (eric.
abrams@mff-ma.com).—Lynn
Thit (Tgi)

Arsenal lacked fight in
Everton defeat, admits

Sokratis

LONDON—Arsenal defender
Sokratis Papastathopoulos
bemoaned his team’s lack of
fight after a costly 1-0 defeat at
Everton extended a damaging
sequence of results away from
home.

Unai Emery’s team on
Sunday missed out on the
chance to move into third
place in the Premier League,
above Tottenham, in the race to
qualify for next season’s Cham-
pions League, conceding in a
15™ consecutive top-flight away
game for the first time since
February 1985.

Arsenal have won 14 out of
their 17 Premier League home
matches this season but they
have won just once on the road
in the league, at relegated Hud-
dersfield, since late November.

Despite the problems,
Sokratis said he did not feel
the club’s poor away form was
becoming a mental hurdle.

“I don’t think so because
ifyou see big teams like (Man-
chester) United and Chelsea,
they also lost a lot of points,”
he said.

“It is very difficult. We are
in the Premier League and the
other teams are strong.

“Idon’t have a reason. Oth-
er teams are the same, some
days good, some days bad. We
have to improve and look to-
wards the next game.

“But I think we didn’t have
the same fight (as Everton) so
we didn’t win a lot of battles and
we conceded a goal which was
a little bit easy.”

A top-four place remains
in Arsenal’s hands but they will
have to do without Sokratis for
the away game at Watford and
the visit of Crystal Palace as
a 10" booking of the season
means he will serve a two-
match suspension.

“Of course (it is frustrat-
ing). I like to play every game,
to be there to help the team but
itis not in my hands,” he added.

“I hope that Laurent Ko-
scielny (injured for the trip
to Goodison Park) is coming
back. We need to win at least
another four games and then
we will see if we are in the top
four.”—AFP



