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VP U Henry Van Thio issues farmland use permits
to 355 farmers for 1,410 acres in Ayeyawady Region

CE President U Henry
Van Thio, Chairman of
the Central Committee

for Scrutinizing Confiscated
Farmlands and Other Lands
addressed the 2019 Peasants
Day ceremony held in Taungsu
Village, Ywathit Village Tract,
Einme Township, Ayeyawady
Region yesterday morning.
First a message sent by
President U Win Myint to the
2019 Peasants Day ceremony
was read by Ayeyawady Region
Chief Minister U Hla Moe Aung.
Next Vice President U Hen-
ry Van Thio delivered an opening
speech and said Myanmar was
an agriculture based country
that relied on the agriculture
sector and the majority of the
country’s population were peas-
ants and farmers. Ayeyawady
Region where about 11 per cent
of the country’s population re-
sides depended their livelihoods
on the agriculture sector and
were mostly peasants and farm-
ers. The Region was considered
as arice bowl of the country and
supported the economy of the
country like a vital life blood
artery. The Government was
establishing a long term agri-
culture production system that
supported the socio-economic
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Vice President U Henry Van Thio looks at agricultural products in commemoration of the 2019 Peasants Day at Taungsu Village in Eainme
Township yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Enhancement of their Benefits

development of rural peoples
and the country’s economic de-
velopment through increasing
production of agriculture prod-

ucts that could compete inter-
nationally.

In order to develop the eco-
nomic benefit of the 70 per cent

of the population of the agricul-
ture based country according to
the aims of the Law of Protec-
tion of the Farmer Rights and

assistance has been provided for
farmers whose land had been
confiscated and the security and

rights of the peasants and farm-
ers to work on their farm lands
were being protected.

SEE PAGE-3
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5t Myanmar Cardiac Society Conference held in Yangon

THE opening ceremony of the
5th Myanmar Cardiac Socie-
ty Conference was held at the
Lotte Hotel in Yangon yester-
day morning. At the ceremo-
ny, Union Minister Dr. Myint
Htwe said the conference was
an opportunity for young doc-
tors from Myanmar to share and
learn from the experiences of
local and foreign cardiologists
as the forum will cover a wide
range of matters in the field of
cardiovascular medicine, which,
as everyone is aware, has seen
wide ranging and rapid advanc-
es. “The most important point
is to view and conduct the forum
from the standpoint of public
health. The public health sector
needs to strategically support
treatment to reduce problems
related to cardiac health. Only
when the public health sector
and the treatment sector have
discussed and agreed upon a
framework of processes, and
experts from both sectors work
closely and enthusiastically can
there be success in reducing the
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Union Minister Dr. Myint Htwe and officials open the Myanmar Cardiac Society Conference in Yangon

yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

incidence of cardiovascular dis-
ease,” said the Union Minister.

The theme of the confer-
ence ‘Marching towards Com-
prehensive Heart Health’ is a

meaningful one, and it must be
implemented and not forgotten
once the conference is over, he
added.

“Let us strive to put an end

to the saying that cardiovascu-
lar disease is the most widely
occurring health problem, with
the highest rate of hospitaliza-
tion, and is the leading cause

of death in Myanmar,” said the
Union Minister. Afterwards,
Myanmar Medical Association
(MMA) Vice President Prof.
Dr. Aye Aung and Prof. Dr. Win
Win Kyaw delivered opening
addresses, and the chairman
of the organizing committee of
the conference, Prof. Dr. Nwe
Nwe, gave words of thanks.

Then, the Union Minister,
MMA Vice President Prof. Dr.
Aye Aung, and Prof. Dr. U Aung
cut the ceremonial ribbon to
open the conference and exhi-
bition.

Thereafter, the Union Min-
ister and his team observed the
cardiac medical papers and ex-
hibits on display. The confer-
ence will be held for two days on
2 and 3 March, with 28 experts
from Singapore, Malaysia, Viet
Nam, Thailand, Cambodia, Indo-
nesia, Brunei, the Philippines,
Italy, UK, Korea, Australia,
Japan, Bangladesh, and host
Myanmar conducting talks and
discussions.—MNA =B

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Deputy Minister U Maung Maung Win attends
the ADF 12 Midterm Review Meeting

DEPUTY Minister for Planning
and Finance U Maung Maung
Win attended the Asian De-
velopment Fund 12 (ADF 12)
Midterm Review Meeting in
Manila, the Philippines.The
meeting was held on 28-29 Feb-
ruary 2019.

At the ADF 12 Midterm
Review Meeting, matters re-
lating to a mid-term review
of the ADF 12 (2017-2020),
development effectiveness of
the fund, disaster risk man-
agement and regional health
security, on-going process for
providing the allotment of fund
as a special concessional assis-
tance for Myanmar and Afghan-
istan, visions for the future and
pre-arrangements for ADF 13
were discussed.

Under the ADF 12 pro-
grammes, low interest loans
have been granted to Myanmar
and Afghanistan as Special Al-

Representing Myanmar, Deputy Minister U Maung Maung Win (Left)at
the Asian Development Fund 12 (ADF 12) Midterm Review Meeting in
Manila, Philippines. PHOTO : MNA

location due to the status of
resolving conflicts and less de-
velopment conditions.
Myanmar and Afghani-
stan clarified the implementa-
tion, effectiveness of the loan

schemes, and the ADF meet-
ing has decided to grant the
Special Allocation to Myanmar
and Afghanistan in accordance
with the recommendation of the
ADF meeting.

Under the 12 ADF pro-
gramme, implementation pro-
cesses are being conducted to
improve electric power distri-
bution system, Maubin-Pyapon
road sector upgrading, Ain Nu-
Kaukayeik road upgrading, the
Mandalay Urban Services Im-
provement Project, Yangon Re-
gion 230 kV Transmission Line,
all-round agricultural develop-
ment project, conducting vo-
cational training programmes
for youths, Mekong Sub-region
Health Security project, high-
way upgrading project for Maw-
lamyine, Hpa-An and Myawad-
dy as of the Greater Mekong
Subregion, Yangon-Mandalay
highway road upgrade, elec-
tricity network development
and agriculture improvement
projects. —MNA

(Translated by Win Ko
Ko Aung)

Constitutional
Tribunal
member, team
leave for South
Africa

CONSTITUTIONAL Tribunal
of Myanmar member U Kyaw
Hsan and a team of officials left
for Johannesburg by air yester-
day afternoon to study South
Africa’s democratic transition,
its work for drawing up the Con-
stitution, and the role of con-
stitutional courts. They were
seen off at the Yangon Interna-
tional Airport by officials. The
visit will take nine days from 2
to 10 March. U Kyaw Hsan is
accompanied by another Con-
stitutional Tribunal member,
U Tin Maung Myint, Pyithu
Hluttaw representative Daw Mi
Kun Chan, Amyotha Hluttaw
representative U Hla Oo, and
Constitutional Tribunal of My-
anmar director U Nyi Nyi Lwin.

—MNANE

Media persons

THE 56th Myanma Gems Em-
porium will be held from 11 to
20 March at the Mani Yadana
Jade Hall.

Staff from local and foreign
news media organizations can

can attend 56 Myanma Gems Emporium from 11-14 Mar

attend the event from 11 to 14
March, and a detailed list of
items on sale and other par-
ticulars will be made available
at the Nawarat Koe Thwe Gate
ofthe Mani Yadana Jade Hall

on the evening of 20 March.
Media persons interested
in attending the event need to
submit application forms by 7
March to the News and Periodi-
cal Enterprise (NPE), Ministry

of Information.

Application forms can be
obtained at the Copyright and
Registration sub-department,
Myanmar Foreign Correspond-
ents Club.

For further details, the
NPE can be contacted on 067-
412125 and 412126, and the 2019
56th Myanma Gem Emporium
management committee on
067-414497.—MNA =
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VP U Henry Van Thio issues farmland use permits ...

FROM PAGE-1

The Union Government had
formed the Central Committee
for Scrutinizing Confiscated
Farmlands and Other Lands and
through committees formed at
state, region, district, township,
ward and village levels were
scrutinizing farmlands confis-
cated for various reasons and
were returning to the original
owner peasants and farmers
according to law, rules and pro-
cedures.

The happy outcome of such
efforts was the return of 1,410
acres of farm lands to 355 farm-
ers in Ayeyawday Region Pan-
tanaw, Myaungmya, Kyangin
and Yekyi townships in today’s
ceremony.

Furthermore efforts were
being made for small plot farm-
ers to have legal ownership of
their lands and to enable land-
less farmers and peasants to
obtain rights easily to conduct
agriculture and livestock breed-
ing works on lands. The 2012
Vacant, Fallow and Virgin Land
Law was amended in 11 Septem-
ber 2018 to prevent assigning
of lands designated for ethnic
national traditions and cultures,
public and ethnic nationals’ re-
ligion, social, education, health
and road as vacant, fallow and
virgin lands.

The Government had also
enacted on 18 December 2018
the second amendment Law of
Protection of the Farmer Rights
and Enhancement of their Ben-
efits that provide assistance and
benefits to the farmer and peas-
ants in the form of agriculture
loan, obtaining firm markets and
technical support and provided
assistance and support in time
of natural disasters.

The Government had per-
mitted farmers to produce crops

staff. PHOTO:MNA
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Chief Minister U Hla Moe Aung presents the award to an outstanding

that were appropriate for the
region and were marketable
while consistently studying the
requirements of the farmers to
provide support where neces-
sary. Obtaining markets for the
destabilized international pric-
es of Matpe and other pulses,
creating new export products
and discussions to make sales
through government to govern-
ment were being conducted.
Encouragement and support
were provided to use modern
processing and packaging tech-
nologies to produce value added
products instead of exporting
primary products.

In the same way as coun-
tries improving their capabilities
to respond and overcome food
scarcity in the face of natural
disasters caused by climate
change, Myanmar was also
making preparations to collect
and store reserve seeds in co-
operation between government
and private organizations. Ba-
sic foundations were being laid
firmly towards improving the
quality and reducing chemical
residues in crops, fruits and
vegetables, reducing post-har-
vesting losses and issuing of
GAP certification to assure food
safety for the public.

Farmer Channel program
was being widely broadcasted
so that farmers acquire timely
price, weather and market in-
formation and new technologies
and methods. Ayeyawady Re-
gion was a region blessed with
natural environment and weath-
er conditions that supports agri-
culture and livestock breeding.
Now was the time when those
assets were combined with the
simple and hard-working farm-
ers to achieve all round devel-
opment of the national economy
including the agriculture sector.

Vice President presents the award to outsanding farmer U Shwe Pwar.

PHOTO: MNA

The government and the
people were to work together
and implement towards long
term national benefits. Challeng-
es and obstacles faced were to
be overcome through technolo-
gy, investment and cooperation
so that the ultimate goal was
reached, said the Vice President.

After the Vice President’s
speech, Region Chief Minister U
Hla Moe Aung explained about
works conducted for develop-
ment of agriculture, livestock
breeding and the fishery sector
in Ayeyawady Region.

Following this the Vice
President presented prizes to
U Tin Aung Than, U Tin Soe, U
Shwe Pwa, U Ohn Kyaw and U
Nay Soe who had worked in an
outstanding manner for agricul-
ture sector development.

Region Chief Minister U Hla
Moe Aung, Deputy Minister U
Hla Kyaw and Region minister
for agriculture, livestock, natural
resources and environmental
conservation U Tin Aung Win

also presented awards to out-
standing farmers and public
servants and a document of
honor to Advanced Agriculture
Engineering (AEE) Company
for assisting in conducting aerial
spraying of pesticides to coun-
ter pest infection in Hinthada
District.

Later Region Chief Minister
U Hla Moe Aung, Deputy Min-
ister for Defence Rear Admiral
Myint Nwe, Deputy Minister for
Office of the Union Government
U Tin Myint, Deputy Minister
for Agriculture, Livestock and
Irrigation U Hla Kyaw presented
land work permit forms for re-
leased lands to representatives
of farmers. 636 acres of lands in
Pantanaw Township were re-
leased to 103 farmers by Yuza-
na Company, 209 acres of lands
in Myaungmya Township were
released to 66 farmers by Light
Infantry Regiment 93, 481 acres
of lands in Kyangin Township
were released to 157 farmers by
a Methanol Plant and 84 acres

Deputy Minister U Hla Kyaw presents the award to an outstanding
staff. PHOTO:MNA

oflands in Yekyi Township were
released to 29 farmers by Light
Infantry Regiment 36.

Farmer U Tun Tun Win
spoke words of thanks on behalf
of the farmers on receiving back
the lands and land work permits.

After the event the Vice
President, Region Chief Min-
ister; Region Hluttaw Speaker;
Region High Court Chief Judge
and Deputy Minister took com-
memorative group photos with
prize winners.

The Vice President and offi-
cials then observed the agricul-
ture products, agriculture ma-
chineries and technologies and
departmental exhibits displayed
in the Peasants Day exhibition.
About 3,000 farmers attended
the 2019 Peasant Day ceremony
and visited the exhibition where
55 exhibits were displayed.

Later in the afternoon the
Vice President U Henry Van
Thio accompanied by officials
went to Ngwe Saung Town Yacht
Club Hotel and inspected the
maintenance works conducted
on Lovers Island and Ngwe
Saung Beach.

Afterwards the Vice Pres-
ident and party arrived at the
i-Green Housing Project where
officials from i-Green Develop-
ment & Engineering Group ex-
plained about the project.

The Vice President com-
mented on creating job oppor-
tunities for the local people not
only during but also after the
project period, to put up dams
and dikes to store water re-
quired for greenery works of the
surrounding areas, upgrade the
Pathein-Ngwe Saung/Chaung-
tha road foreseeing the develop-
ment in travel business, arrange
awaste disposal system in order
not to affect the natural environ-
ment, place emphasis towards
providing satisfactory service
to visitors, make arrangements
for providing electricity to Ngwe
Saung and Chaungtha hotel
zones from the national power
grid, to strive towards complet-
ing i-Green house project on
time and relevant ministerial
departments, Region Govern-
ment and zone wise responsible
business persons to cooperate
towards development of trav-
el business. He then inspected
the construction status of the
i-Green housing project.

A total of 176,879 local and
foreign visitors visited Ngwe
Saung Beach situated 29 miles
4 furlong west of Pathein it is
learnt.—MNA B (Translated by
Zaw Min)
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Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and
contributions. If you have any comments
or would like to submit editorials,
analyses or reports please email
ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only
able to publish “Letter to the Editor”
that do not exceed 500 words. Should
you submit a text longer than 500 words
please be aware that your letter will be
edited.

Legal workshop held in Rakhine State

A seminar titled “How to Han-
dle New Types of Evidence,”
organized by Office of the Union
Supreme Court and Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Agency
in collaboration with High Court
of Rakhine State, was held at the
Royal Sittwe Resort in Sittway
Town yesterday.

Rakhine State High Court
Chief Judge U Kyauk delivered
the opening address at the work-
shop.

The two-day workshop
is being attended by 35 State
Law Officers and will cover
basic legal principles and ide-
as on handling new forms of
evidence and cyber-crimes,
peculiarities of digital evi-
dence, and court-led mediation.
—Tin Tun IPRD) B (Translated
by Zaw Min)
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Seminar titled “How to Handle New Types of Evidence,” held at Royal Sittwe Resort in Sittway yesterday.
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FDA to crack down on false, misleading food labels

By Aye Yamon Oo

ACTION will be taken against
those who describe ingredients
in packaged food in a manner
that is false or misleading,
according to the Ministry of
Health and Sports’ Food and
Drug Administration Depart-
ment (FDA).

The FDA has already made
a draft law to set down provi-
sions for putting brand names
on packaged food.

“After the FDA’s draft law
is passed by the parliament, we
will issue a notification, requir-
ing displaying of brand names
on food products, and describ-
ing ingredients correctly. Action

will be taken against importers
whose brands do not provide
accurate information about the
ratio of ingredients,” said Dr.
Htein Lin, the Deputy Director
of the FDA.

Dr. Htein Lin urged con-
sumers to check the ingredient
labels on edible oils before pur-
chasing them at a workshop on
distribution and sale of safe and
quality cooking oil, held on 1
March at the Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (UMFCCD).

“We should not use chem-
ical essences in food because
use of chemical essences means
that producers are cheating
consumers. Producers have to

show if the oil they are selling
is mixed with other oils and by
what percentage on the label. As
per international norms, manu-
facturers are not allowed to mix
oil with chemical essences when
it comes to food products,” said
U Sann Linn, the vice chairman
of the Myanmar Edible Oil Deal-
ers’ Association.

“There is no problem if
mixed cooking oil is properly la-
belled. But, it is unacceptable if
an oil to which peanut flavor has
been added is sold as groundnut
oil. The same applies to sesame
oil,” he said.

“The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
has already passed the Consum-
er Protection Law. Oil is one of

the staple foods of Myanmar
people. We have to import oil
from other countries because
production in our country is not
sufficient,” said U Myint Lwin,
the Director-General of the Con-
sumer Affairs Department un-
der the Ministry of Commerce.

Discussions are on for
showing the correct percent-
age of ingredients on labels of
mixed cooking oil and blended
oil, allowing oil to be sold in the
local market only after proper
labelling, and obtaining permis-
sion from related organisations
for distribution and sale of edi-
ble oil in the domestic market,
he said. ®

(Translated by Hay Mar)

123,681 students in Mandalay register for matriculation exam

A total of 123,681 students from
the Mandalay Region will take
the national matriculation ex-
amination for the 2018-2019 aca-
demic year, scheduled from 6 to
15 March, according to the Man-
dalay Region Education Office.

The number of Regis-
tered students in the Region

has increased by nearly 7,000
compared with the 2017-2018
academic year, when a total
of 116,819 students sat for the
exam.

Students from Basic Educa-
tion High Schools, branches and
schools affiliated with BEHSs, as
well as private schools have reg-

istered for the exam. Inmates
and students with disabilities
will also take the examination.

The education authorities
plan to open 203 examination
centres in 28 townships, which
is 11 more centres than the pre-
vious academic year.

The Department of Myan-

mar Board of Examinations is-
sued matriculation cards to reg-
istered students on 15 February.
Students will take the Myanmar
language test on the first day
of the exam.—Than Zaw Min
(IPRD) m

(Translated by Khaing
Thanda Lwin)

Motorcyeclist dies in road tragedy near Kawhmu

A motorcyclist died after his
bike was reportedly dragged by
another vehicle in Magyi Kan
Village, Kawhmu Township, Yan-
gon Region, on 2 March.
According to the police,
a FAW vehicle driven by Thet

Min Naing, 47, and a motorbike
driven by U Myaing Aye were
involved in a tragedy at Milepost
0/1 on the Kyaukhtaw-Kawhmu
Road. U Myaing Aye’s wife
Daw Khin Than Nu was riding
pillion.

U Myaing Aye and Daw
Khin Than Nu were rushed
to Kawhmu hospital, where U
Myaing Aye was pronounced
dead. Daw Khin Than Nu was
transferred to the Yangon Gen-
eral Hospital.

Both the motorcyclist and
the driver have been charged
by traffic police under Sections
304(A)/337/279 of the Penal Code
forreckless driving—Kyaw Thu-
ra (Kawhmu) B (Translated by
Hay Mar)
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Merchants allowed to sell amber at
Mandalay Yadana Mall free of charge

MERCHANTS have been al-
lowed to sell amber jewelry and
products at the Mandalay Ya-
dana Mall, free of charge, from
this month, according to mer-
chants.

The move is aimed at help-
ing amber products made in
Taning Township, Kachin State,
penetrate the gems market and
to allow foreign merchants to

purchase them at a reasonable
price.

Ruby and sapphire pro-
duced in Mogok, a town in
Mandalay, are on sale at the
international gems market at
the Mandalay Yadana Mall,
which is held every Month, from
the 3 to the 7" day of the first
week.

The market is teeming with

local and foreign gem lovers.
A wide variety of finished gem
products with different designs
are being sold every day. In ad-
dition, finished jade chains, jade
beads, and jade sculptures are
also being sold in a bid to help
develop the market.—Maung
Pyi Thu (Mandalay) m

(Translated by Khaing
Thanda Lwin)
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Gem lovers check the quality of the gems at the Mandalay Yadana
Mall. PHOTO: MAUNG PYI THU (MANDALAY)

Myanmar spends $917 min
importing CMP raw materials

MYANMAR imported US$917
million worth of CMP raw mate-
rials between 1 October and 22
February, increasing by $147 mil-
lion or 19.23 per cent, as against
the same period in the last 2017-
2018 Fiscal Year; according to the
Ministry of Commerce.

From this time last FY, the
country’s CMP imports were
$769 million. Also, during the
week between 16 and 22 Jan-
uary, private importers bought
CMP products were valued at
$31.5 million, which went down by
nearly $40 million in comparison
with the corresponding period
last FY, when the import of CMP
raw materials was $70.7 million.

CMP is one of four major
groups of import products. The

country also imports capital
goods, intermediate products
and consumer goods from coun-
tries in Southeast Asia, Asia, Af-
rica, Europe and America.
Between 1 October and 22
February this FY, Myanmar’s
total imports were valued at
almost $7.2 billion, including
capital goods worth $2.3 billion,
intermediate goods worth $2.6
billion and consumer products
worth $1.3 billion. This year saw
a continuous decrease in imports
of capital goods, intermediate
goods, and consumer products.
Compared with last FY, the cur-
rent import value of the three
products declined by over $530
million—Swe Nyein B (Trans-
lated by Khaing Thanda Lwin)
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Trading focus : Domestic gold
prices likely to continue decline

By Nyein Nyein

AFTER touching a record of
K1,080,000 per tical in February
due to the rise in global gold
prices, the price of domestic
gold dropped to K1,058,000 on 2
March, said traders. The current
decline has been attributed to
weakness in the global gold mar-
ket. (1 tial = 0.0164 Kilogram)

“Currently, the domestic
gold price is on the decline and
it is likely to continue its slide,”
said U Myo Myint, the chairman
of the Yangon Region Gold En-
trepreneurs Association.

The global gold price fell by
$14 in a single day from $1,307
on 1 March to touch $1,293 on
2 March.

“The global gold price de-
clined by $14-15. Actually, we
expected the global gold pric-
es would decline to $1,297 per
ounce. However, they plunged
to $1,292, which was more than

what we expected. We are not
sure whether the price of global
gold will continue to decline or
not,” said U Tin Tun, the chair-
man of the Mandalay region’s
Gold Entrepreneurs Association.

The price of domestic gold
fell tracking the decline in glob-
al gold prices. Meanwhile, the
US dollar fluctuates against the
Kyat. The dollar exchange rate
was K1,500 at the end of Febru-
ary. On 2 March, the exchange
rate was K1,510.

“The dollar has depreciated
because of the negative outcome
of the US-North Korea summit.
The central bank has bought US
dollars at a higher rate than the
price prevailing in the market,”
said U Myo Myint, the chairman
of the Yangon Region Gold En-
trepreneurs Association.

With the rise in global gold
rates, the price of domestic gold
touched a peak of over K1,050,000
per tical from 17-29 January. It

rose to K1,060,000 from 30 Jan-
uary to 7 February, climbed over
K1,070,000 from 8 February to 18
February, breached K1,080,000
from 19-21 February, and then
fell to 1,050,000 on 2 March, ac-
cording to traders.

The price of domestic gold
declined to K1,027,100 per tical
on 30 November from K1,044,500
on 2 November. It increased to
K1,043,000 on 29 December from
K987,000 on 4 December. In 2019,
the price reached a record high
of K1,061,000 on 31 January
from K1,043,400 recorded on 1
January, according to a gold
dealer.

Starting 21 July, 2017, the do-
mestic gold price has remained
above K900,000 per tical. With
the rise in global gold prices, the
domestic price also peaked at
K1,047,700 on 20 September;, 2017,
after touching a high of K989,000
in August the same year. ®

(Translated by Hay Mar)

Export of forest products decreases 8% this FY

AS of 22 February in the cur-
rent 2018-2019 Fiscal Year, My-
anmar’s export of forest-based
products stood at US$72 million,
including $3.7 million by the pri-
vate sector and $68.4 million by
the private sector, the Minis-
try of Commerce reported this
Friday.

This year saw a slight de-
crease in value of export of
forest products from both sec-
tors. When compared with the
corresponding period last 2017-
2018 FY, the current figures de-
creased by $6.3 million or 8.04
per cent.

At this time last F'Y, the pub-
lic sector exported forest prod-
ucts amounted to $7.141 million

while the private exporters sold
the same worth $71.187 million,
totalling $78.328 million.

According to the yearly re-
port of the ministry, exports of
forest products by the two sec-
tors were $641.9 million in the
2011-2012 FY, $595.6 million in the
2012-2013 FY, $948 million in the
2013-2014 FY, $94.4 million in the
2014-2015 FY, $212.9 million in the
2015-2016 FY, and $212 million in
the 2017-2018 FY.

During the six-month mi-
ni-budget period (April-Septem-
ber), the country’s export of for-
est products totalled $95 million.

Myanmar regularly exports
seven major groups of domes-
tic commodities—agriculture,

animal, aquaculture and forest
products, minerals, manufac-
tured goods and other miscel-
laneous products. This 2018-19
FY, the country earned almost
$2.7 billion through the export
of those groups.

To get a healthy export,
trade authorities are putting
continuous efforts to boost pro-
duction of value-added bamboo
and other non-wood products.
For the time being, domestical-
ly-produced bamboos and bam-
boo-based products are being
exported predominately to Bang-
ladesh, Pakistan, South Korea
and Singapore.—Shwe Khine ®

(Translated by Khaing
Thanda Lwin)
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Stakedriving ceremony held for Bago River (Myo Oo Kin) Bridge

Union Minister U Han Zaw and officials open the stake driving ceremony for the construction of the bridge on Bago River. PHOTO:MNA

A stake driving ceremony was
held for the construction of a
bridge on the Bago River (Myo
Oo Kin) at the project site in
Bago on the Thamein Baran
Road side of the river bank,
yesterday morning. The project
is being implemented by the
Special Bridge 9 team, Bridge
Construction Group 3 of the
Department of Bridge under
the Ministry of Construction.
At the ceremony, Union
Minister for Construction U
Han Zaw said his ministry is
building and maintaining basic
infrastructure such as roads
and bridges, buildings, and
housing for urban development.
“Countrywide, the Ministry
of Construction has upgraded
330 miles of concrete roads, 385
miles of asphalt roads, and 1,030

miles of nylon-asphalt roads,
covering 144 union roads.

The Department of Roads
has laid and maintained more
than 26,000 miles of roads, of
which 1,336 miles are in Bago
Region. The Yangon-Manda-
lay and Yangon-Pyay roads
— the two main roads passing
through Bago Region — are be-
ing upgraded to four-laneroads
through BOT (build, operate,
transfer) companies,” said the
minister.

“The Department of Bridge
has constructed and main-
tained more than 560 bridges,
measuring 180 ft. and above
in length, across the country,
of which 43 have beenbuilt in
Bago Region, while 11 are still
under construction,” he said.

“The Bago River (Myo Oo

Kin) Bridge, for which stakes
are being driven today, is locat-
ed on the Sein Tha Lyaung and
Thamein Baran bypass roads,
which allow vehicles to avoid
downtown Bago. It will be a
two-lane reinforced concrete
bridge measuring 158 meters,
or 518 ft. in length.

Once the bridge is com-
pleted, locals residing in areas
around the Bago bypass road
can be reached easily via the
Yangon-Mandalay old road, and
their education, health, social,
and economic status will im-
prove,” said the Union Minister.

Afterwards, Bago Region
Chief Minister U Win Thein
spoke about the improvement
in road transportation due
to construction of roads and
bridges and regional develop-

ment status.

Later, Bago Region’s Min-
ister for Security and Border
Affairs, Col. Hla Myo Shwe,
Minister for Planning and Fi-
nance U Nyunt Shwe, Minister
for Industry and Transport U
Than Win, and Minister for
Natural Resources and En-
vironment Dr. Saw Nyo Win,
Bago Region Hluttaw repre-
sentatives U Nyunt Swe and
U Kyaw Min San, and Amyotha
Hluttaw representative Dr. San
Maung Maung took their posi-
tions for the stake-driving cer-
emony and sprinkled scented
water. Union Minister U Han
Zaw, Bago Region Chief Min-
ister, and Bago Region Hlut-
taw Speaker U Khin Maung
Yin then pressed a button to
drive a Stand Pipe with Vibro

7
i an

Hammer into the ground and
sprinkled scented water on it.

After the ceremony, the
Union Minister and his team
went to inspect the section-wise
concrete laying of the 4-mile
long Bago-Shan Ywa Gyi-Pap-
inchaung village road. Once it
is completed, The road will di-
rectly benefit 7,953 people from
1,730 households in 6 villages of
3 villagetracts.

The Union Minister and his
team also inspected the laying
of an asphalt concrete on the
Bago Town bypass road by Max
Highway Co. Ltd, and road-wid-
ening work being conducted
on the No. 2 and No. 4 roads
that connect Bago and Yangon
regions. — MNA

(Translated by Zaw Min)

Deputy Minister U Kyaw Lin inspects road construction sites in Rakhine State

Deputy Minister for Construc-
tion U Kyaw Lin, together with
officials, inspected the construc-
tion of concrete road along the
Angu Maw-Maungtaw road in
Maungtaw yesterday afternoon.
The road is being conducted by
the Asia World Co.Ltd as part
of UEHRD project in Rakhine
State.

Deputy Minister U Kyaw
Lin inspected the work progress
achieved in the construction
along the Kyauk Pannu-Inn Din-
Zedipyin road, which is being
constructed by Road Special
Team 17, the construction of 90
ft. wide concrete road between
milepost 0/2 and 0/3, the con-
struction of 18 ft. wide concrete
road near the milepost 1/2 and
the construction of 100 ft. wide
concrete road near the milepost
7/5 while urging the officials to
carry out the works with system-

Deputy Minister U Kyaw Lin and officials inspect Angue Maw-Maungtaw road construction site in Maungtaw
yesterday. PHOTO:MNA

atic approach so as to improve
the performance at work.

Next, Deputy Director (Civ-
iD) of Road Special Team 17 and
Director-General of the Depart-

ment of Roads and Bridges re-
ported the completion of road
construction projects, construc-
tion arrangements for the public
roads and bridges. Following

inspection, Deputy Minister
U Kyaw Lin said that the road
construction area fell off beyond
the Mayu Mountain, thus it will
necessitate to warn beware of

wild elephants.

The construction of the
Kyauk Pannu-Inn Din-Zedipyin
Road is 10 miles and 7 furlongs
long. So far, gravel road con-
struction measuring 9 miles, 18
ft. wide concrete road construc-
tion measuring 2 miles and 4
furlongs, 7 Box Culverts and two
bridges have been completed,
and the Deputy Minister urged
that efforts would be made to
span the Bailey bridges so as to
use the rainy seasons.

Afterwards, Deputy
Minister and party inspect-
ed the Buthidaung-Nyaung-
chaung-Zedipyin-Angue Maw
(Nyaungchaung-Zedipyin sec-
tion), U Daung-Nyaung Chaung
road and the work progress of
the earthen road using road ma-
chines between milepost 2/3 and
2/4.— MNA
(Translated by Win Ko Ko Aung)
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Union Attorney General O
improvement of justice system, pilot law of

THE workshop on improvement
of the justice system and imple-
mentation process of opening
pilot law offices was held, on 1
March, in the meeting hall of
the Union Attorney General’s
Office in Nay Pyi Taw.

The workshop began with
opening remarks by Union
Attorney-General U Tun Tun
0o. The workshop is aimed at
improving the justice system
and pilot law offices through re-
viewing the current cooperation
between the Union Attorney
General’s Office and USAID.

During the workshop, par-
ticipants discussed matters
relating to case management
being carried out in accordance

with the strategic plan of the
Union Attorney General’s Of-
fice, cooperation with USAID,
work management, conditions
which can bring justice through
good management, improving
the case management at the
pilot law offices in Pyin Oo Lwin,
Chan Aye Thar Zan and Maw-
lamyine Townships, opening pi-
lot law offices at Mawlamyine,
Yangon (East), Pathein, Dawei
and Taunggyi District law offic-
es, Pretrial Interviews by law
officers, capacity building of
the law officers, practicing legal
standard, on-going process of
the reviewing weak and strong
points of the law offices and set-
ting up management projects.

fice, USAID hold workshop on
1ces

Union Attorney General U Tun Tun Oo addresses the workshop on the improvement of justice system in Nay

Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

Also present at the event
were the Permanent Secre-
tary of the UAG’s Office Daw

Nu Nu Yin, Director-General
Daw Khin Cho Ohn, officials
and chief of the USAID mis-

sion Mr. Robert C La Mont.
—MNA ®m (Translated by Win
Ko Ko Aung)

Rakhine State GAD holds press
conference on resignation of 86
village/ward administrators in
MraukU Township

THE Rakhine State General Ad-
ministration Department held a
press conference in Sittway yes-
terday to report on the resigna-
tion of 86 ward/village administra-
tors, as well as efforts to increase
security in the State.

At the press conference,
Deputy Director U Htay Aung of
Rakhine State General Adminis-
tration Department said officials
were meeting with the media to
refute reports that governmental
departments had not followed
proper procedures regarding the
resignation of 86 administrators
from wards and villages in Mrau-
kU Township.

He further said that the gov-
ernment was making all efforts to
focus on maintaining peace and
stability in the state. He noted
that incidents, including mine ex-
plosions, fatal shootings, cases in

which civilians were abducted by
unidentified armed men, and peo-
ple displaced by armed conflicts,
had occured in the state.
Regarding the resignation
of 86 administrators from wards
and villages in MraukU Town-
ship, he said security forces and
officials had to gather information
to prevent unnecessary incidents
in areas they were assigned to.
All the people, including vil-
lage administrators, must abide
by the law, he said, adding that
those people or organizations who
were outside the framework of
the law might face investigations.
The ward and village administra-
tors were elected by the local peo-
ple and they have to work based
upon existing rules, regulations
and directives, he said. Also, the
people elected officials who can
play a role in the development

Rakhine State General Administration Department holds a press conference in Sittway yesterday on
the resignation of 86 ward/village administrators. PHOTO: KAN TUN

of wards and villagers, and they
are provided with salaries and
assistance by the State in which
they were elected.

They had to take on the duty
of a ward/village administer and
work based upon the ethics and
rules of the administrators, and
are prohibited from having re-
lations with armed or illegal or-
ganizations.

He continued, noting that
law enforcement bodies had to

prevent, and take actions against
activities, including having rela-
tions with armed organizations,
since it broke the law.

Rakhine State DAD has in-
structed the district and town-
ship DADs to explain this issue to
ward/village administrators and
to outline measures to be taken
by the authorities, according to
the Rakhine State DAD.

He urged the media to report
this situation, as he had outlined

atrue picture of the situation and
measures taken, in accordance
with existing rules. Following
his statement, Deputy Police Col
Maung Maung Soe of the Rakh-
ine State Police Office reviewed
the measures taken by the po-
lice force to ensure that there is
security in the state. The press
conference came to an end after
aquestion and answer session.—
Tin Tun, Han Lin Htet |
(Translated by Kyaw Zin Lin)

Tamil Hindu Foundatlon holds 19t festival of harvest

1_._,!‘; |

Yangon Region Chief Minister U Phyo Min Thein attends 19% festival of
harvest of Tamil Hindu Foundation yesterday. PHOTO:ZAW MIN LATT

ALL Myanmar Tamil Hindu
Foundation (Central)-AMTHF
held 19 festival of harvest and
to honour farmers at Thuwun-
na Bumi Event Park in Yangon
yesterday.

Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister U Phyo Min Thein, Yangon
Mayor U Muang Maung Soe, Di-
rector-General U Moe Zaw Shwe
of the Department for the Promo-
tion And Propagation of Sasana,
Indian Ambassador to Myanmar
and officials from AMTHF first

cut the ribbons to open the cere-
mony, and lighted oil lamps.

Afterwards, Chairman U
Thein Lwin of All Myanmar
Tamil Hindu Foundation (Cen-
traD-AMTHF delivered a greet-
ing speech, and followed by a
congratulatory speech of Yangon
Region Chief Minister U Phyo
Min Thien.

Director-General U Moe
Zaw Shwe of the Department for
the Promotion And Propagation
of Sasana also delivered a speech,

and general secretary U Chit Win
of AMTHF explained the founda-
tion’s works with Tamil language.

The ceremony was also at-
tended by embassies in Myan-
mar’s ambassadors and officials,
members of the AMTHF and the
Interfaith Group, invited guests
and Tamils. The attendees were
entertained with Myanmar tra-
ditional dances and the perfor-
mances of artists from India.—
Min Thitm (Translated by Kyaw
Zin Tun)
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Constructive role
essential in seeking
sustainable resolution
of Rakhine issue

YANMAR is still facing several challenges in its del-

Roundtable discussion on upgrading Yangon University

"Yangon University is a historic institution and while we are maintaining it as a historical heritage,
we are simultaneously working towards transforming it into a clean, picturesque and vibrant
learning environment befitting international standards.”"

Dr. Poe Kaung, Rector of Yangon University

0~ A

Myanmar Daily Weather Report
(Issued at 7:00 pm Saturday 2"¢ March, 2019)

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy over
the South Bay and a few cloud to cloudy over the Andaman Sea
and elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

icate democratic transition, which needs continued By News Team ) v)r\)) QQ o : ; substantial results. FORECAST VALID UNTIL AFTERNOON OF THE 3rd
support from the international community. 2 %) ) } o ?\g o Facilitator: Could you ex- March, 2019: Rain or thundershowers are likely to be isolated in
The international community must play a con- The following is an education 4 1 \'3 A ! 3 ‘i $ plain the physical infrastruc- Taninthayi Region and Kachin State. Degree of certainty is (60%).
structive role in seeking a sustainable resolution that would lead roundtable on upgrading and | | | \f ? ‘T G ture and hardware aspects of Weather will be partly cloudy in Upper Sagaing Region,Shan
to peace, stability, and development in Rakhine State, rather than potentially renovating Yangon ? ¥ “;: ";’ ‘f ") '? 9 the project, Dr. Poe Kaung? and Chin States and generally fair in the remaining Regions
laying the blame on Myanmar. University, broadcasted on & ? » 2339 9 Dr. Poe Kaung: The Master and States.
Sadly, some groups and countries in the UN are continuing MRTYV. The participants include D I3 D QP Q Plan is divided into two distinct
to exploit UN agencies to exert discriminatory and illegitimate Dr. Maung Maung Wint, Chair- > 29 2390 o categories, which are upgrading STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be slight to moderate in
political pressure, with malicious intent for Myanmar. man of the Software Committee > 1 Bo > O the education software, and ren- Myanmar waters. Wave height will be about (3 - 5) feet in off and
One clear example is the establishment of the Independent and former Director-General of ~— U ovating the infrastructure and along Myanmar Coasts.

Investigative Mechanism (IIM) on Myanmar by the Human Rights
Council. This action is yet another step in a series of unprecedented
and discriminatory scrutinizations of a member State.

We strongly objected to the establishment of the IIM, as it was
set up beyond the Council’s mandate. It represents selectivity,
discriminatory attitudes, and double standards by the UN human
rights body. It will only serve the political purpose of those who
wish to exploit the HRC for
their political agenda.

Some members of the
Council have just made a refer-

The

the Medical Science Department
under the Ministry of Health and
Sports, Dr. Poe Kaung, Rector
of Yangon University, and Dr.
Aung Min, Vice Chairman of tbe
Myanmar Academy of Arts and
Science.

Facilitator: Dr. Maung
Maung Wint, could you first tell
us how the upgrading project

JE\
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hardware. Upgrading the edu-
cation system relies on having
the necessary infrastructure and
hardware to accommodate them.

Yangon University is a his-
toric institution and while we
are maintaining it as a historical
heritage, we are simultaneously
working towards transforming
it into a clean, picturesque and
vibrant learning environment be-

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Likelihood
of isolated rain or thundershowers in Upper Sagaing and Tanin-
thayi Regions, Kachin State.

FORECAST FOR NAYPYITAW AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 3rd March, 2019: Generally fair weather.

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING
AREA FOR 3rd March, 2019: Generally fair weather.

.
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ence to the report of the HRC’s was conceived and what pro- fitting of international standards. FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING

Government Fact Finding Mission (FFM), cesses are included in it? A/ '\lQ@ )\ AREA FOR 3rd March, 2019: Generally fair weather.
: which was totally biased and Dr. Maung Maung Wint: For L7A\ Facilitator: Could you con-
Of Myanmar 1S one-sided. Its investigation tar- a time, Yangon University was a tinue to elaborate on the impor-
Committed tO geted only Myanmar security prominent academia renowned tant sectors for upgrading the
. forces and excluded violations for its quality of education and university? = =
accountab]hty committed by the ARSA. The standards throughout Southeast from Hluttaw Education Com- sions for that are ongoing. Languages, Yangon University developed into an e-Library to Dr. Poe Kaung: The exist- I nV I tatl O n to yo u n g
. . report fully adheres to the sto- Asia since its establishment in  mittees, and senior officials from The second component is of Education, Yangon University match the needs of the modern ing organizational structure and -
11 addIESSIHg ries of displaced persons, while 1920. MOoE in the relevant committees. fulfilling the requirements of an  of Economics, Yangon Technolog- era. The Open Society Founda- policies of the university need to W r I te rS fo r S u n d ay
th : rejecting any contradicting ev- And now, to meet the educa- We have working committees, a autonomous university, whichYU ical University, and the Informa- tion, Central European Univer- be reassessed for its ingrained -
€ 1SSU€. idence. tional needs and socioeconomic Hardware Committee, Master falls under in accordance with tion and Technology University. sity, and Kyoto University are advantages to reform the univer- S pe C I al
TheIEfore The FFM ignored reports requirements of modern society, Plan Drafting Committee, and a the National Education Law2015. Thus, we will be pooling our re- providing invaluable support in sity's education, administration
! revealing massacres by the amotion was put forward during  University Charter Committee, all The third compoment is sources, sharing resources and this regard. and management systems so The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting
we Strongly ARSA and discounted atroci- the First Pyithu Hluttaw by then ~ working togehter to accomplish managing educational changes, academic activities, research Another important com- that our Yangon University will submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short
. ties committed by it. Regard- MP Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, to this grand project. establishing faculty systems,and  activities, and training activities. ponent is proliferating English be organized as an autonomous stories from young people for its weekly Sunday Next
l’e] eCt any ing the alleged human rights renovate the university and fa- departments for major subjects. ) ) proficiency. All of the aforemen- university as prescribed in the Generation Platform. Interested candidates can send their
. violations, the government cilitate better cooperation with We also have to plan expanding The library will also be up- tioned tasks and collaborations National Education Law. work to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150
move to bﬂng of Myanmar has repeatedly regional and international learn- ¥ | SEEEEEEE————————————  cxisting departments to accomo- graded will require a certain mastery of (TO BE CONTINUED) Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan Township Yangon’ in
th e 1 ssye stated that it will ac.t against ing institutiong The HluttaW ap- . The date the new centres we will build The YU's library will also be  the English language to achieve (Translated by Pen Dali) person, or by email to ce@g’lobalnewlightoﬂ'mzanma;r.
perpetrators according to law, porved the motion afteramajority  go-opd component is for them. Another thing to con- com with the following information: (1) Sector you
ifthe allegations are supported voted in favour. . . sider is reassessing our existin i i i ini
. before the by sufﬁciint evidence.p ’ ﬁﬂfﬂhng the require- curriculum to malg{,e necessar;gr ‘I;v;;?et Zl?g Egﬂlﬁigﬁggffrt ;ﬁgﬁg&%ﬁg@géﬂgﬁf
lnternatlonal To investigate all alle- Draftil‘lg aMaster Plan ments Of an auton- reVieWS, reViSionS, or drafting education’ (4) Name of your School/COHege/University'
. .. gations of human rights vi- Now, this was a national lev- Omous Ul’liV@ISity, mew ones. (5) A written note of declaration that the submitted piece
JUdICIal System. olations in Rakhine State, el task which required a sound Wthh YU faHS un der is your original work and has not been submitted to any
the Union Government has Master Plan to guide it through. ' ' Changes are necessary other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color
established an Independent We formed think tanks and com- 111 accordance with the The curriculum policies photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8)
Commission of Enquiry (ICoE). mittees as necessary and began National Education must also be amended to suit the Contact information (email address, mobile number,
The Commission is carrying out its mandate with independ- a draft in 2017. The Steering quality of education, develop the etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global New Light of
: - N R . : . : Law 2015 : : :
ence, impartiality, and objectivity, and is investigating allegations Committee for this undertaking national socioeconomics, and en- Myanmar
of human rights violations based on hard evidence. The Commis- is chaired by the Union Minister sure smoother student mobility.
sion is also requesting access to refugee camps in Cox’s Bazar for Education and includes do- Facilitator: Could you elab- Another major component
in Bangladesh to meet with the alleged victims of abuse. The mestic and foreign experts. We orate on some of the major com- of any university is setting up an THE
Commission’s work will be evidence-based. Therefore, the inter- have onboard Professor Matei ponents of the Master Plan? internal quality assurance sys- LOBALNE VV L?GHTOF MYANMAR
national community must support the work of the Commission. amd Sasha from the Hungarian Dr. Maung Maung Tint: The tem, which YU sorely needs and -
The Government of Myanmar is committed to accountability Central European University,the first thing is that the upgraded is working with topmost priority. - C all
in addressing the issue. Therefore, we strongly reject any move to Irrawaddy Policy Exchange,and university will vary greatly from We will also increase applied re- _ Thin Thin Ma
bring the issue before the international judicial system. UK-based Kilburn Nightingale the preexisting one. We willhave search activities for the students. - | y:
The international community must stop focusing narrowly Construction. to refine and reform the admin- We're looking to implement k' = ® 09251022355
on the negative aspects of the Rakhine issue. Asforlocal experts, we have istration, management systems, collaboration programmes with <
individuals with a strong back- the setup, organizations andpoli- external universities, namely ® 09974424848
aee ground in education, two MPs cies of the university. The discus- Yangon University of Foreign
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Saudi Arabia to put detained women activists on trial

RIYADH (Saudi Arabia)— Saudi
women activists detained last
year in a sweeping crackdown
on campaigners will be put on
trial, state media said on Friday.
“The public prosecution
would like to announce that it
has concluded its investigation
and prepared the indictment list
against the defendants... and will
refer the case to the relevant
court,” the Saudi Press Agency
said.The brief statement did not
directly identify the defendants
as women activists nor give a
date for court proceedings.
More than a dozen activists
were arrested in May last year
—just before the historic lifting

The activists still detained include Aziza al-Yousef, a retired professor at

Riyadh's King Saud University. PHOTO: AFP

of a decades-long ban on women
drivers the following month.
Many of them were accused

of undermining security and aid-
ing enemies of the state. Some
were subsequently released.

Some of those detained have
faced sexual harassment and
torture during interrogation,
rights groups and their family
members say. The Saudi govern-
ment has rejected the allegation.

“The public prosecutor
would like to affirm that all de-
tainees in this case enjoy all
rights preserved by the laws in
the kingdom,” the SPA state-
ment on Friday said.

But the statement drew
sharp criticism from rights
group Amnesty International.

“These women’s rights ac-
tivists should be released from
detention for their peaceful ac-
tivism not referred to trial,” said

Samah Hadid, the organisation’s
Middle East campaigns director.

“The Saudi Arabian author-
ities continue their signature re-
pression.”

Those still detained include
Aziza al-Yousef, a retired profes-
sor at Riyadh’s King Saud Uni-
versity, and Loujain al-Hathloul
—who was held in 2014 for more
than 70 days for attempting to
drive from neighbouring United
Arab Emirates to Saudi Arabia.

Following their arrest, state-
backed newspapers published
front-page pictures of some
of the activists with the word
“traitor” stamped across them
inred. —AFP

Over 2 million children
currently out of school

In Syria
UNITED NATIONS —More
than two million boys and girls
are currently out of school in
Syria, people’s resources are
depleting, and more than eight
in ten people live below the
poverty line, the UN Human-
itarian Needs Overview for
Syria said on Friday.

Stephane Dujarric, spokes-
man for UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, told report-
ers at a regular briefing that
the 2019 overview is a remind-
er that the crisis is far from
over for millions of people in
Syria who have lived through
eight years of war.

More than 11 million peo-
ple remain in need of some
form of assistance, including
for food, health care, shelter,
water, sanitation, hygiene and
even their livelihood, Dujarric
said.“The UN and its partners
are appealing for continued
donor support to support the
critical life-saving, protection
and livelihood needs of over 11
million people,” Dujarric said.

“Displacement continues
to be a defining feature of the
crisis, with an estimated 6.2
million people who are inter-
nally displaced,” Dujarric said.
—Xinhua m

US, Turkey negotiate
Patriot missile sale:

Turkish FM

ANKARA—Turkey is negoti-
ating with the United States
about the purchase of US Pa-
triot missile defense systems,
Turkish Foreign Minister Mev-
lut Cavusoglu said on Friday.
During an interview with
local broadcaster, Cavusoglu
said that Ankara had received
a positive response from Wash-
ington to its last letter sent
nearly two years ago about
the purchase.Turkey has im-
portant considerations about
the cost, delivery schedule and
technology transfer in the fu-
ture, the minister said.
“While Turkey hopes to se-

cure the purchase of the Patri-
ot systems, it can also turn to
other options if negotiations
with the US do not turn out in
its favour,” he added.

US officials warned earlier
that if Turkey proceeds with
the Russia’s S-400 purchase,
Washington would withdraw its
offer to sell a 3.5-billion-US-dol-
lar Patriot missile package,
and could block the sale of
fighter jets to Turkey and im-
pose sanctions.

Cavusoglu reiterated that
the S-400 deal is a done deal
and the system would be de-
livered in the fall.—Xinhua m

At least 23 Afghan security forces killed in
Taliban attack on US-Afghan base

KANDAHAR (Afghanistan) —At
least 23 Afghan security forces
were Killed in a Taliban attack
on a joint US-Afghan base in
southwestern Afghanistan, offi-
cials said Friday, as fighting con-
tinued during a pause in peace
talks between the insurgents and
American negotiators.

Details of the heavy toll from
the hours-long assault on Shorab
military base—one of the largest
military installations in the coun-
try —followed earlier claims by
local and US officials that Afghan
forces had successfully repelled
the attack, killing four militants.

The pre-dawn assault,
claimed by the Taliban, saw mil-
itants enter the base in Helmand
province and engage in firefights
with Afghan forces.Hours later,
Ghafoor Ahmad Jawed, a spokes-
man with the Ministry of Defence,
said: “The operation is over—23
security forces killed, 15 injured
and 20 insurgents killed.”

Omar Zwak—a spokesman
for the provincial governor—also
confirmed the toll, saying the
Taliban deployed at least seven
suicide bombers who were killed
during the fighting. A US official
told AFP that no Americans were
killed or wounded in the attack.

The Taliban control or con-
test more than half of Helmand’s
districts and regularly deliver
sharp blows to Afghan forces,
who have been struggling to hold
off insurgents across the war-
torn country since taking the lead
from NATO forces in late 2014.

The assault on Shorab
comes as US and Taliban nego-
tiators in Doha have temporarily
halted peace talks, which are set
to restart over the weekend.

country. PHOTO: AFP

US special envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad earlier this week
called the latest meetings in the
months-long diplomatic push
“productive”, saying the two sides
“will take the next two days for
internal deliberations, with plans
to regroup on Saturday”.

Fighting season approaches
Negotiations are believed to
be progressing after high-level
talks last month ended with a
“draft framework” on the poten-
tial withdrawal of US troops and a
pact to prevent Afghanistan from
harbouring terrorists.

A New York Times report
published Thursday hinted that
US forces could leave Afghan-
istan within five years under a
Pentagon plan offered as part of
a potential deal with the Taliban
to end the nearly 18-year war.

The US has also pushed for
a ceasefire and the opening of
a dialogue between the Taliban
and the Kabul government -- de-
mands that have been repeatedly
rejected by the insurgents.The
Taliban were quick to dismiss

the existence of the plan, saying
they were unaware of any such
proposals made during the nego-
tiations.“No talks have been held
in the meetings regarding an in-
terim government and elections,
nor has the US side proposed
anything regarding staying in Af-
ghanistan for four or five more
years,” the insurgents said in a
statement Friday:.

The Afghan government and
civil society groups have voiced
repeated concerns that an abrupt
US withdrawal could spark an
even bloodier civil war or a return
to hardline Taliban rule.

Heavy snowfall across large
swathes of Afghanistan has led
to a sharp reduction in violence
this winter, but warmer weather
in the country’s south will likely
spark an increase in bloodshed
with the arrival of the spring
fighting season. Analysts have
warned that the Taliban are likely
to ramp up attacks in the coming
months as they seek to maintain
momentum on the battlefield and
leverage at the negotiating table.
—AFPH
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Trump urges China to remove tarifts on
US agricultural products

US President Donald Trump (1) is expected to meet soon with his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping (r). PHOTO: AFP

WASHINGTON (United States)—
US President Donald Trump on
Friday urged China to abolish
tariffs on agricultural products
imported from the United States
—adding that trade talks between
the rival powers were going well.

“Ihave asked China to imme-
diately remove all Tariffs on our

agricultural products (including
beef, pork, ete.),” the president
wrote on Twitter.

He said his request was
based on the fact that negotia-
tions with China were “moving
along nicely”—and his delay last
week of a planned tariff increase
on Chinese exports.“This is very

important for our great farm-
ers - and me!” he added. After
months of trade war, the US and
China agreed to a 90-day truce
to work out their differences. It
was scheduled to end Friday, but
Trump eventually lifted the ulti-
matum to increase tariffs, satis-
fied by progress made in several

rounds of talks in Beijing and
Washington.Top White House
economic official Larry Kudlow
said Thursday the two countries
were on the brink of a “historic”
trade agreement. A meeting be-
tween Trump and his Chinese
counterpart, Xi Jinping, is also
expected this month.

After the latest round of talks
in February, US Agriculture Sec-
retary Sonny Perdue tweeted that
China had committed tobuying “an
additional” 10 million metric tons
of soybeans as a “show of good
faith.” US farmers rely greatly on
such trade with China: in 2017,
around a third of US soybean pro-
duction—worth $14 billion—was
exported there, where it is used
to feed pigs. Those exports plum-
meted last summer, when China
imposed tariffs on US soybeans
and other agricultural products.
Previously, in a gesture of goodwill
at the start of the countries’ truce,
China in December resumed soy-
bean purchases.But Chinese tariffs
had already hit America’s farm-
ing regions hard—areas where
Trump has enjoyed plentiful sup-
port—AFP ®

Wikileaks source Chelsea Manning fights grand jury subpoena

WASHINGTON (United
States)—Chelsea Manning, the
former US military officer jailed
for a massive leak of US secrets
to Wikileaks, has been ordered to
appear before a grand jury, her
lawyer said Friday.

Moira Meltzer-Cohen said
she had not been told what the
grand jury was investigating, but
US media have speculated that it
might involve the criminal case
against WikiLeaks being devel-
oped by federal prosecutors in
Virginia. Meltzer-Cohen said
Manning had filed a motion to
challenge the subpoena, which
was immediately put under seal
in the mysterious case.“I object
strenuously to this subpoena,
and to the grand jury process in
general,” Manning, 31, said in a

File Photo of Chelsea Manning, the former US military officer. PHOTO: AFP

statement.

Grandjuries, only used in the
US and Liberia, are groups of cit-
izens operating separately from
courts who investigate whether
to bring criminal charges. They
can compel witnesses and sus-
pects to testify.“We’ve seen this

power abused countless times
to target political speech,” add-
ed Manning.“I have nothing to
contribute to this case and I re-
sent being forced to endanger
myself by participating in this
predatory practice.”Manning,
a former army intelligence an-

alyst, was jailed for 35 years in
2013 for giving WikiL.eaks more
than 700,000 classified documents
related to the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan.The revelations by
Manning, who is transgender
and was then known as Bradley
Manning, exposed covered-up
misdeeds and possible crimes
by US troops and allies.

Her actions made her a hero
to anti-war and anti-secrecy activ-
ists, but US establishment figures
branded her a traitor. They also
made WikiLeaks a force in the
global anti-secrecy movement.

Then-president Barack
Obama commuted her sentence,
leading to her release in May
2017. Manning is scheduled to
appear in front of the grand jury
on Tuesday. — AFP ®

Mexico’s president opens archives on ‘dirty war period

MEXICO CITY (Mexico)—Mexican Pres-
ident Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador said
Friday that he will open up national archives
showing how intelligence agencies targeted
activists and opposition groups during the
country’s “dirty war.” “They will be opened
up so that citizens can have access to them,
above all investigators. It is a part of our

known as AMLO.

program to strength our national historic
memory,” said the president, commonly

The documents belong to the National
Center for Investigation and Security (CIS-
EN) and are housed in the Lecumberri na-
tional archive, a former prison in the capital
where numerous opposition figures, includ-

ing members of the 1968 student movement,
were once incarcerated.They will be open

to the public starting from Monday, Lopez

Obrador said.One of the first things the
Mexican leader said after he took office on
1 December was to announce that CISEN
would be disbanded, while keeping intact
the National Intelligence Center. — AFP B

NEWS IN BRIEF

US slaps new
sanctions on
Venezuela regime as
Russia ups support

WASHINGTON (United States)
—The United States and Russia
clashed Friday over how to assist
crisis-wracked Venezuela, with
Moscow pledging new relief
channeled through President
Nicolas Maduro and Washing-
ton slapping sanctions over the
blocking of US aid it tried to push
through the border.A day after
Russia and China vetoed a US
and European resolution at the
UN Security Council that called
for unimpeded aid deliveries,
Washington said it was targeting
six Venezuelan military officers
for stopping last weekend's US-
led convoy.— AFP B

Bandits kill 32
vigilantes in northern
Nigeria: witnesses

KANO (Nigeria)—At least 32 local
vigilantes have been killed in
northwestern Nigeria in the lat-
est attack by criminal gangs that
terrorise the region, witnesses
told AFP on Friday. Gunmen

on motorcycles opened fire on

a group of militia manning an
anti-bandit checkpoint late on
Thursday near Kware village

in Shinkafi district, Zamfara
state!"We recovered 32 bodies of
the vigilantes after the attack by
the bandits,” Sukaiman Shuaibu,
alocal chief in the area said."The
death toll may rise because many
people are still unaccounted for
and search teams are combing
the bush for more bodies,” Shuai-
buadded—AFP ®

11 killed, one injured
in far western Nepal
jeep accident

KATHMANDU—At least 11 per-
sons were killed and one person
injured when a jeep met with

an accident in Darchula district
of Far Western Nepal on Friday
evening, local police authorities
said The incident occurred when
the jeep skidded off the highway
and plunged onto Mahakali River
bank in Duhu Rural Municipality
in Darchula district, according
tolocal police officer Rabindra
Kadayat."We recovered 11 dead
bodies from the crash site and
the rescue operation is under-
way in coordination with local
authorities and residents,” the
police officer told Xinhua from
the crash site on Friday evening.
—Xinhua ®
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Anger over ‘forced’ video of Indian pilot
amid new Kashmir deaths

NEW DELHI (India)—A furious
backlash erupted in India Satur-
day over a video of an Indian pilot
shot down by Pakistan praising
his captors, as deadly tensions
simmered between the neigh-
bours with fierce shelling across
their Kashmir frontier.

Media reports said Wing
Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman’s return to India had
been held up because the pilot
was forced to make the video
before his release.

Abhinandan, whose MiG
fighter was shot down Wednes-
day as he chased Pakistani jets
over disputed Kashmir, crossed
at the Wagah frontier late Friday
several hours after the sched-
uled ceremony.The pilot’s cap-
ture had become the centrepiece
ofhostilities between the arch-ri-
vals since a suicide bombing in
Kashmir last month killed 40
Indian paramilitaries.

Abhinandan, who ejected
to safety but was set upon by a
crowd on the Pakistani side of
the ceasefire line that divides
Kashmir, had a noticeable black
eye and was immediately taken
for a medical checkup and a de-
briefing by military and intelli-
gence agencies.

(e

Protests in Kashmir where violence continues to rage, with both India and Pakistan firing mortars and artillery

over the Line of Control (LoC) frontier. PHOTO: AFP

In the heavily edited video
distributed by the Pakistani mil-
itary just before his release, he
praised the professionalism of
the Pakistani army and criticised
Indian media for creating war
hysteria.“The army personnel
saved me from the mob. The Pa-
kistani army is very professional
and I am impressed by it,” he
said.Omar Abdullah, a former

chief minister of Jammu and
Kashmir state, said the video
tainted Pakistan’s gesture to
return the pilot so quickly.“Sad-
ly the image you paint for us is
marred terribly by the video he’s
forced to record just before you
sent him back,” Abdullah said
on Twitter.

“That high moral ground
you had bequeathed to your-

selves slipped at the end.”

Indian media slammed the
video as “distasteful” and said
it breached international norms
for prisoners of war.

“There is no peace without
dignity and Pakistan just forgot
that basic lesson in violation of
Geneva convention,” wrote Ra-
jdeep Sardesai, a top editor with
the India Today group. —AFP H

N. Korea’s Kim pays tribute to Ho Chi Minh on Viet Nam visit

HANOI (Viet Nam)—North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un paid
tribute to Viet Nam’s late revo-
lutionary leader Ho Chi Minh on
Saturday before starting his long
journey home through China, af-
ter his Hanoi summit with US
President Donald Trump ended
without a nuclear deal.

Kim boarded his olive green
armoured train at the Dong Dang
border station in Viet Nam before
it rolled northward toward China
en route to Pyongyang, kicking
off a marathon 4,000-kilometre
(2,500-mile) journey expected to
take two and a half days.

Earlier Kim made a highly

unusual stop at the stark con-
crete monument where the body
of Viet Nam’s independence hero
is on display.

On historic North Korean an-
niversaries Kim regularly pays
tribute—with the “humblest rev-
erence”, according to the official
KCNA news agency—to his pre-

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visits the Ho Chi Minh mausoleum in Hanoi. PHOTO: AFP

decessors, his father Kim Jong Il
and grandfather Kim Il Sung, at
the sprawling memorial palace
on the outskirts of Pyongyang
where their preserved remains
lie in state.But he is not known
to have previously done anything
similar for a foreign leader.

The North Korean adjusted
the ribbons on a large wreath em-
blazoned with his name and the
message “Cherishing the mem-
ory of President Ho Chi Minh”
before bowing his head for no
less than 48 seconds.

Kim has visited China, the
North’s key diplomatic protector
and main provider of trade and
aid, four times but there have
been no reports in either coun-
try’s state media of him going
to Mao Zedong’s mausoleum in
Beijing.

But Kim'’s grandfather was a
close friend of Ho Chi Minh and
supplied him with fighter pilots
and psychological warfare spe-
cialists during his war against
the US-backed regime in South
Viet Nam. —AFPH

Eight dead in
Indonesia mine
collapse as
excavator digs
for survivors

BOLAANG MONGONDOW
(Indonesia)—Rescuers at a
collapsed Indonesian gold
mine brought in a heavy ex-
cavator to the perilous site Fri-
day as they ramped up efforts
to reach more than 30 miners
still trapped underground.

Search teams had been
forced to use spades and
even bare hands following
the collapse at the remote site
on Sulawesi island that has
killed at least eight, fearing
that a wrong move involving
heavy equipment could make
the situation worse.But three
days after the Tuesday night
collapse, authorities said they
had decided to use an exca-
vator to haul away debris, as
they try to get food and water
to the miners believed to still
be alive.“We were afraid to
use it because it might trigger
another landslide or send de-
bris tumbling onto the trapped
miners,” local disaster official
Abdul Muin Paputungan told
AFP. “But now we’ve got the
permission from their family
members to use it, despite the
risks,” he added.

More than three doz-
en people are believed to be
trapped at the mine.Rescu-
ers have communicated with
a handful of victims who have
cried for help from the depths
of the mine.The death toll rose
to eight on Friday, the disas-
ter agency said, but offered
no details on the latest vic-
tim.A miner died of blood loss
Thursday after his leg, pinned
under rock, was amputated at
the scene.

Army and disaster agency
personnel have relied on ropes
to navigate the steep, muddy
area as survivors were carried
away in makeshift stretchers
to waiting vehicles.Some 20
people have been hauled out
of the mine alive since the ac-
cident, including the amputee
who later died.Victims have
been treated for cuts and bro-
ken bones at a local hospital
in the Bolaang Mongondow
region of North Sulawesi,
where five miners were killed
in December after an illegal
gold mine accident.The miner-
al-rich Southeast Asian nation
has scores of unlicensed min-
ing sites and safety regulations
are routinely flouted. —AFP M
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Swedish teen climate activist rallies
German students

HAMBURG (Germany)—
Swedish climate activist
Greta Thunberg who has
sparked school strikes
worldwide against global
warming joined thousands
of students in Hamburg
Friday, urging them to stay
angry and fight for change.

“Yes, we are angry. We
are angry because the old-
er generations are continu-
ing to steal our future right
now,” the 16-year-old activ-
ist told a cheering crowd
from a stage in Hamburg.

“For way too long the
politicians and the people
in power have gotten away
with not doing anything to
fight the climate crisis,” she
said.“But we will make sure
that they will not get away
with it any longer. We will
continue to school-strike
until they do something.”

Her short speech drew
loud applause in the north-
ern port city, where police
say some 4,000 demonstra-
tors hit the streets, carry-
ing signs that read “No
more excuses, it’s time to
save our world” and “The
climate is changing, why
aren’t we?”.

Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg holds a placard bearing the number of signatures
of a petition to support her during a demonstration by German students calling for action
against global warming in Hamburg. PHOTO: AFP

Other placards paid
tribute to the Swedish
teenager with slogans like
“Make the world Greta
again” and “Team Greta”,
adorned with a drawing
of her trademark braids.
With the “Fridays for Fu-
ture” school strikes, Thun-
berg has inspired a global
movement that began with
her solitary protest outside
the Swedish Parliament in
Stockholm last August.

Since then, tens of

thousands of pupils in
cities across Europe and
as far away as Australia,
Uganda, Mexico and the
United States have walked
out of their Friday classes
to push for more ambitious
carbon-cutting targets.
Now the face of her
generation’s climate ac-
tivism, Thunberg has used
her current school holidays
to join protests elsewhere,
marching in Paris, Brus-
sels and Antwerp.She has

also taken her message to
world leaders directly in
recent months, including
at an EU conference last
week where she urged the
bloc to double its ambitions
for greenhouse gas cuts.

Under the 2015 Paris
deal to cap therise in global
warming to well below 2
degrees Celsius, the Euro-
pean Union has pledged to
cut emissions by at least 40
percent by 2030, compared
t01990. —AFPH

Targeting climate change, Washington
governor joins Democratic race

WASHINGTON (Unit-
ed States)—Washington
state Governor Jay Inslee
joined a crowded field on
Friday of candidates seek-
ing the Democratic White
House nomination, saying
he would make climate
change the central theme
of his campaign.

The 68-year-old Inslee
is the first governor of a
US state to join the race to
take on Republican Donald
Trump—a well-known cli-
mate skeptic—in Novem-
ber 2020.“Our country’s
next mission must be to
rise up to the most urgent
challenge of our time: de-
feating climate change,”
Inslee said in a video an-
nouncing his candidacy.

Inslee, a former mem-
ber of the US House of
Representatives who was
elected governor in 2012
and re-elected in 2016, said

Washington state Governor Jay Inslee is the latest entrant in
the race for the Democratic presidential nomination. PHOTO:

AFP

he is “the only candidate
who will make defeating cli-
mate change our nation’s
number one priority.”

A national survey car-
ried out last year for Yale
and George Mason univer-
sities found that increas-
ing numbers of Americans
believe global warming is
happening.

Seventy-three per cent

ofthose polled by Ipsos said
they think global warming
is oceurring, up 10 percent-
age points from three years
earlier.

But there is a big parti-
san divide between Demo-
crats and Republicans over
the issue and Trump—who
withdrew the United States
from the Paris climate ac-
cord shortly after taking

office—rarely misses a
chance to voice his skep-
ticism.

When Minnesota
Senator Amy Klobuchar
announced recently that
she was seeking the Dem-
ocratic nomination, Trump
mocked her on Twitter for
“talking proudly of fight-
ing global warming while
standing in a virtual bliz-
zard of snow, ice and freez-
ing temperatures.”

With much of the coun-
try gripped by a cold spell
in January, Trump tweeted
“wouldn’t be bad to have a
little of that good old fash-
ioned Global Warming right
now!”Inslee, a native of
Seattle, home to Amazon
and Microsoft, compared
the fight against climate
change to the 1960s chal-
lenge of president John F.
Kennedy to send a man to
the moon. —AFP W
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V GSS YANGON VOY. NO. (1098 S/N)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V GSS YANGON
VOY. NO. (1098 S/N) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 03-03-2019 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENTFOR: M/SNEW GOLDEN SEASHIPPING
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V ALS SUMIRE VOY. NO. (1006 W/E)
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ALS SUMIRE
VOY. NO. (1006 W/E) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 03-03-2019 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.I.P/M.L.T.T where it
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SOCEAN NETWORK EXPRESS
(S’PORE) PTELTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE

M.V ISEACO GENESIS VOY. NO. (012 N/S)

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ISEACO
GENESIS VOY. NO. (012 N/S) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 03-03-2019 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SNEW GOLDEN SEA LINES
Phone No: 2301185
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Bombshell film reignites Michael
Jackson abuse firestorm

NEW YORK (United States)—An
unflinching new documentary on
pedophilia accusations against
Michael Jackson has shattered
the glittering veneer around the
late King of Pop, presenting in
lurid detail the stories of two
men who say he sexually abused
them for years as minors.“Leav-
ing Neverland,” a four-hour film
by British director Dan Reed, is
considered so potentially devas-
tating that counseling was made
available at its Sundance Film
Festival premiere in January.US
cable network HBO will air it in
two parts, starting on Sunday.
Reed said he tried to include
“sexual detail in a very measured
way, so it wasn’t done for shock
value.”“We tried to make it graph-
ic enough to be eye-opening and
for people to be confronted with
what it means for a little child to
be seduced and raped by an adult
pedophile,” Reed told AFP. “Of
course it’s shocking. It’s a very
serious crime. And it shouldn’t
be glossed over.” It’s not the first
public airing of abuse claims
against Jackson but the release
marks the scandal’s first major

Michael Jackson, pictured at a news conference in 1996, faced major
abuse allegations before his death. PHOTO: AFP

explosion since his fatal overdose
at age 50, almost 10 years ago.
The documentary centers on
James Safechuck, 41, and Wade
Robson, 36, who recount separate
but consistent accounts of how
their idol molested them as boys.

Both describe the childlike
Jackson wooing them: inviting
them into his fairytale existence,
gaining their families’ trust and
manipulating them into keeping
their sexual relations secret.“You

and I were brought together by
God,” Robson said Jackson told
him. Their mothers also offer nar-
ratives of seduction into the cult of
Jackson—and the ensuing guilt
that haunts them.Robson first met
Jackson as a five-year-old after
winning a dance competition. The
megastar invited the boy to his
Neverland Ranch, where Robson,
by then seven, said the abuse be-
gan. He describes how their sexual
relationship “escalated rapidly,”

with Jackson telling him: “This is
us showing each other that we love
each other.” Safechuck, who said
his abuse began at age 10, tells a
similar tale, saying Jackson told
him if anyone found out their lives
“would be over.”

Decades of denial

Jackson’s estate has vehe-
mently defended the late star,
suing HBO for $100 million over
a “posthumous character as-
sassination” it says breaches an
agreement made not to disparage
theicon, a condition for airing one
of his concerts. Jackson faced
accusations in 1993 of sexually
abusing a 13-year-old boy and set-
tled out of court, with Robson and
Safechuck saying at the time that
Jackson hadn’t touched them.

In 2003 more accusations
triggered a dramatic trial: that
time, Safechuck kept a distance,
but Robson testified for Jack-
son, who was acquitted. Neither
man reversed their stories until
recently, after becoming fathers
themselves. Both filed their own
lawsuits that were dismissed over
statutes of limitations. —AFPH

Slimane shocks Paris catwalk by going posh

PARIS (France)—Hedi Slimane
turned his back on black Friday
in one of the biggest about-turns in
years on the Paris catwalk.

The superstar French design-
er, famed for his love of black, was
dubbed the “Trump of fashion”
after trashing the legacy of his
much-loved feminist predecessor
at Celine, Phoebe Philo, in his first
women’s show for the brand in Oc-
toberBut in his second show Fri-
daythe reclusive trendsetter threw
out the “crotch-skimming cocktail
dresses” for wafer-thin vamps that
had so infuriated the critics the
first time round. Rather than the
too-cool-for-school night owls of
his “Paris at night” debut, Slimane
went all bourgeois as he tried to
double trackback towards Celine’s
more romantic roots.His new cool
gang are a glammy 1980s horsey
set, with pleated riding skirts in
earthy browns, greens and taupes
worn with long shiny boots.

“Hedi Slimane’s Celine wom-
anjust got ladylike,” Dazed mag-
azine tweeted dryly. But the really
big takeaway was the comeback
of the culotte, with a whole caval-
ry charge of them galloping down

the catwalk.Surprising as that
was, no one had predicted the
return of silky pussy bow blouses
worn under sensible coats and
cardigans. The man they once
called the “Sultan of skinny”—
and for whom Karl Lagerfeld lost
42 kilograms (92 lbs) to squeeze
into his black jeans—even got a
few frilly blouses in too. All that
was lacking was the pearls.There
was a kind of prim suppressed
school-marmy sexiness about
the whole enterprise with long
Victorian print dresses. But here
and there the ultra respectable
look was undercut with a glitter-
ing gold blouson jacket, leather
trousers or some other touch of
decadent Slimane urban glam.

‘Joke’s on who?"

This embrace of romantic,
comfortable country glamour, of
the type that Hermes and others
do rather well, left critics scratch-
ing their heads, with the New
York Times’ Vanessa Friedman
asking, “(The) joke’s on who?”But
for the fact that every model
wore black sunglasses, it hardly
looked like a Slimane show.It also

seemed strangely at odds with
Slimane’s first media campaign
for the house, which he released
this week, featuring 17-year-old
British model Hannah Motler.
Shot by Slimane itself, it was full
of the dark rock ‘n’ roll glam-
our he is famous forFriedman,
however, had no doubt that the
oxblood shearling-edged thigh-
high boots that Slimane teamed
with jeans and camel coats and
capes in the show were a winner.
“Betcha Celine is going to sell a
lot of these boots,” she tweeted.

While there was some slight

Hedi Slimane. PHOTO: AFP

nods to the Philo’s legion of griev-
ing followers—who have made
her past Celine collections col-
lector’s items—Slimane leap-
frogged over her minimalism to
go deep into the brand’s archives
in search of inspiration.

His slash and burn attitude
to the brand—getting rid of the
French accent on its logo, calling
his first show “Celine 01” as if
the 70 years before his arrival
at the label had not existed, and
erasing Philo’s clothes from the
label’s Instagram account, irri-
tated many. —AFPH

Star Hollywood
composer sets
personal loss
to music

PARIS (France)—Composer
Alexandre Desplat has two Os-
cars under his belt and has been
nominated for eight more for his
scores for such films as “The
Shape of Water”, “The Queen”
and “The King’s Speech”.

But none of the music he
has written for dozens of Hol-
lywood movies from the Har-
ry Potter films to “Girl with a
Pearl Earring” comes from such
a personal place as his latest
work, which will get its French
premiere this weekend.

The story of “Silence”,
which is adapted from a short
story by the Nobel prize-winning
Japanese novelist Yasunari Ka-
wabata about a paralysed writ-
er who can no longer write or
speak, mirrors that of his wife,
the star violinist Solrey, whose
concert career was ended by
brain surgery.

A child prodigy, Solrey—
whose real name is Dominique
Lemonnier—lost the power in
her left arm after the operation
in 2010.

Despite battling for five
years to try to perform again,
Solrey finally had to give up.

“In spite of all the suffering
and her extremely hard work
with two fingers, Solrey decided
three years ago to put her violin
back in its case,” Desplat, 57,
told AFP in his hometown Paris.

“However, it will be heard
in the show with recorded im-
provisations,” he said.

‘Act of resilience’

The opera, Desplat’s first,
was written by the couple to-
gether as “an act of resilience”,
he said, with Solrey also direct-
ing.

“We have always collaborat-
ed,” the composer said, “even
when she was a violinist, which
she still is even if it is only in
her soul.

“She has always been my
first ear;” the person who has
heard everything first, “our ar-
tistic connection and collabora-
tion has always existed,” said
Desplat, who the film website
IndieWire described as “one of
the greatest composers of the
21% century”.

Solrey herself said the op-
era poses a question that be-
came all too real for her: “How
can a creative individual survive
being deprived of their means of
artistic expression?” —AFP W
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Dragon capsule
successfully separates
from rocket: SpaceX

The launch of SpaceX's new Crew Dragon astronaut capsule was a dress rehearsal for the
first manned test flight. PHOTO: AFP

CAPE CANAVER-
AL (United States)—
SpaceX’s new Crew
Dragon astronaut cap-
sule was on its way to
the International Space
Station Saturday after
it successfully launched
from Florida on board a
Falcon 9 rocket.

With only a dummy
named Ripley on board,
the launch was a dress
rehearsal for the first
manned test flight—
scheduled for later this
year with two NASA as-
tronauts.

The rocket blast-
ed off without incident
at 2:49 am (0749 GMT)
from the Kennedy Space
Center at Cape Canaver-
al, lighting up Florida’s

coastline.

Eleven minutes lat-
er, the confirmation came
from SpaceX mission
control: “Dragon sepa-
ration confirmed.”

That triggered
cheers at the firm’s head-
quarters and at the Ken-
nedy Space Center.

The capsule is sched-
uled to reach the ISS by
Sunday at around 1100
GMT, with a return to
Earth next on Friday.

It will splash down in
the Atlantic Ocean, from
where it will be brought
back to Cape Canaveral.

In another success,
the rocket’s first stage re-
turned to Earth, landing
on a platform 500 kilome-
ters off the Florida coast

in the Atlantic. It marks
the 35" such recovery by
SpaceX.

After its shuttle pro-
gram was shuttered in
July 2011 after a 30-year
run, NASA’s manned
flights came to an end.

Since then, it has
been buying seats in
Russian Soyuz rockets
—the only ones capable
of transporting humans
there.

Keeping its options
open, the US space agen-
cy in 2014 awarded con-
tracts to both SpaceX and
Boeing for them to take
over this task.

Boeing’s Starliner
capsule will be tested in
April, at the earliest.—
AFP m

Expression of Thanks

THE bereaved family of Dr. Katherine Ba Thike, Retired Scien-
tist, (WHO Geneva), who passed away at 9:35 am on the 27" of
February 2019, wishes to express their thanks to all family friends,
professional colleagues and acquaintances, including those from
different departments and local and international organizations who
sent their messages of condolences as well as helped with the
funeral arrangements.

Spider silk twisting in humidity can
be used as robotic muscles: study

WASHINGTON —An inter-
national research team led
by Chinese scientists found
spider silk could contract
and twist in humidity which
canbe used to make artificial
muscles orrobotic actuators.
The study published on Fri-
day in the journal Science
Advances showed that the
slender spider fibers could
suddenly shrink in response
to changes in moisture, re-
sulting in a strong torsional
force.

The researchers from
Huazhong University of Sci-
ence and Technology and
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology suspend-
ed a weight from the silk
to make a kind of pendu-
lum, and then enclosed it
in a chamber where they
could control the relative

we increased the humid-
ity, the pendulum started
to rotate. It was out of our
expectation,” said the pa-
per’s co-author Liu Da-
biao, associate professor at
Huazhong. The researchers
identified a protein build-
ing block called “proline”
in the spider’s dragline silk,
which is crucial to the twist-
ing reaction. When water
molecules interact with the
proline, the proline’s hydro-
gen bonds are disrupted in
an asymmetrical way that
leads to the rotation.

The rotation only goes
in one direction, and it takes
place at a threshold of about
70 percent relative humid-
ity, according to the study.

This particular proline
structure makes the twist-
ing happen, but without it
there was no twisting. The

team tested a number of
other materials, including
human hair, but found no
such motions.

Spider fiber’s ability of
contraction in response to
moisture may be a way to
make sure a web is pulled
tight in response to morn-
ing dew, protecting it from
damage and maximizing
its responsiveness to vi-
bration for the spider to
sense its prey, according
to the researchers.They
said that the property had
diverse potential applica-
tions. It can be explored
as actuators, devices that
move to perform some ac-
tivity such as controlling a
valve. It can also be used
as humidity-driven soft ro-
bots, humidity sensors and
smart textiles, according to
the study. —Xinhua ®

Spider silk twisting in humidity can be used as robotic muscles. PHOTO: XINHUA

Nanotechnology gives humans potential for super vision

HEFEI— A Sino-U.S. joint research project has en-
hanced the vision of mice by using nanotechnology to
make them see infrared light as well as visible light,
which could lead to applications for humans to have
infrared vision in the future.

The research was led by Xue Tian and Bao Jin
of the University of Science and Technology of China
and Han Gang of the University of Massachusetts
Medical School.

The results were published in the international
science journal of Cell on Thursday.

According to Bao, humans and other mammals
are limited to seeing a visible light range, but infra-
red radiation with wavelengths shorter or longer
than the range of visible light cannot be perceived
by human eyes.

The scientists injected nanoparticles into mice’s
eyes, giving them infrared vision for up to 10 weeks,
as the nanoparticles can absorb infrared light and
convert it into green colored visible light.

Bao said the researchers believe they can fine
tune the bio-integrated technology so that it suits

human eyes, and the injection process has little
side effects. The technology can not only generate
super vision but also provide a therapeutic solution
in human red color vision deficits.

Currently, infrared technology relies on detectors
and cameras with outside power sources to obtain
infrared images, as people, animals and objects emit
infrared light as they give off heat. The new nano-
technology has potential application in a number
of fields including security and military operations,
according to the scientists.—Xinhua M
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A player from Shwe Myawady (black) tries to score a goal in yesterday's futsal league match at the Thuwunna
Indoor Stadium. PHOTO : MFF FUTSAL

MIC,VUC teams score big in

MFF Futsal League

THE Week 20 matches for the
Myanmar Futsal League, organ-
ized by the Myanmar Football
Federation, were held at the Na-
tional Indoor Stadium I in Yan-
gon yesterday, with the MIC and
VUC teams scoring big wins.
All the matches played
yesterday were packed with
futsal fans, and proved to be
quite thrilling, with the teams
going all out to advance in the

tournament.

MIC FEC. claimed a huge
victory over Pyay United F.C,,
beating them by a huge score
of 19-1.

In another match, VUC E.C.
trounced Comrade F.C. 11-1.

Titan XII F.C. and AMM F.C.
were equally matched in play,
with Titan XII F.C. winning by
a margin of just two goals, with
a final score of 6-4.

In later matches, GV Ath-
letic F.C. cut out UPT EC. by 4-0,
while White Colour F.C. beat the
MFF U-19 Futsal team by 4-3.

The final match for the day
saw Shwe Myawady F.C. pitted
against Myoma YTD F.C. with
Myawady F.C. netting a 3-2 win.

Week 21 matches will take
place at the National Indoor sta-
dium in Yangon on 13 May.—
Lynn Thit(Tgi) B

Hong Kong’s Lee sprints to

women’s world title

PRUSZKOW (Poland)— Sa-
rah Lee of Hong Kong won her
first world sprint title when
she edged perennial runner-up
Stephanie Morton on Friday in
Pruszkow. Earlier, Frenchman
Quentin Lafargue won his first
World Championship gold in the
men’s one Kilometre time trial.

In the best-of-three final,
the 31-year-old Lee won the first
two sprints to condemn her Aus-
tralian opponent to a third silver
medal since 2017.

“Now I want to do the same
at the Olympics in Tokyo next
year,” said Lee.

French teen Mathilde Gros
edged German Lea Sophie Frie-
drich to take silver.

Morton had twice finished

second at the worlds to Kristi-
na Vogel, the German double
Olympic champion who became
paraplegic following a training
crash last year.

In Friday’s final, Morton
launched a late sprint in the first
leg but Lee caught her.

In the second leg, the Aus-
tralian tried to surprise Lee by
attacking on the penultimate lap
but could not hold onto her lead.

Lee won the 500m world
title in 2013 but her best show-
ing in the event that crowns cy-
cling’s speed queen had been
two bronzes, in 2013 and 2017.

In the men’s time trial
from a standing start, Lafar-
gue covered the kilometre in
1min 0.029sec at an average

speed of 59.971 kph. The 35-year-
old Dutchman Theo Bos, who
won the first of his five track
world titles in 2004, was second,
0.359 seconds behind. Another
Frenchman Michael d’Almeida
was third in an event that was
dropped from the Olympics in
2004.

The 28-year-old Lafargue
won three junior world titles in
2008 and already had a small
collection of podium places at
the World Championships: a
bronze in 2016 a silver in 2017
and a silver on Wednesday in
the team sprint.

In qualification on Friday,
Lafargue was the only rider to
break a minute, recording a best
time of 59.845sec.—AFP W

Spanish La Liga eyes
partnership with
Yangon United

REPRESENTATIVES from La
Liga visited the headquarters of
the Yangon United F.C. in Yangon
on Friday, according to a state-
ment from the Myanmar football
club. Prior to their visit, Yangon
United’s Chief Operating Officer
U Yazar Htwe and team officials
held a discussion with the Man-
aging Director of La Liga, Mr.
Ivan Codina, and the Delegate
for Thailand, Myanmar, Cam-
bodia and Laos, Mr. Jose Maria.

During the talks, both sides
focused on possible assistance
from and partnership with La
Liga to develop Myanmar foot-
ball with focus on improving
youth football. The talks also
revolved around a partnership
between La Liga and Yangon

United, according to the state-
ment from Yangon United. Dur-
ing their visit, La Liga officials
took a tour of Yangon United’s
home ground, Futsal courts and
gym, said a source with the foot-
ball club. La Liga is the top men’s
professional football division of
the Spanish football league. It
is administered by the Liga Na-
cional de Futbol Profesional.
La Liga is contested by
20 teams, with the three low-
est-placed teams relegated to
the Segunda Division, and re-
placed by the top two teams in
that division, plus the winner of
a play-off. Well-known football
clubs Real Madrid and Barce-
lona have participated in La
Liga—Lynn Thit (Tgi) ®

Neymar reveals double injury
blow hit World Cup hopes

Paris Saint-Germain’s
Brazilian forward Neymar,
pictured on January
2019. PHOTO: AFP

/4

SAO PAULO (Brazi)— Brazilian
superstar Neymar revealed Fri-
day that he suffered major two
injuries last season with a previ-
ously undisclosed angle ligament
strain accompanying the broken
foot which badly affected his role
at the World Cup.The fragile Par-
is Saint German star picked up
another foot injury in January
this year which will sideline him
until April. Last year; the first inju-
ry kept him out of action for three
months and he returned just in
time for the World Cup in Russia,
where Brazil was eliminated in
the quarter-finals by Belgium.
“My injury before the World
Cup was different, I also broke an
ankle ligament and had a hard
time getting better because of
it,” Neymar told TV Globo in an
excerpt from an interview to
be broadcast in full on Sunday.
“The ankle is always annoying

(S

as it takes longer to get back to
normal.”According to the Glo-
boesporte.com website, part of
the same media group as TV Glo-
bo, the first examinations carried
out after the injury of 26 Febru-
ary, 2018 had already revealed the
rupture of an ankle ligament. He
was then operated on 3 March, in
Brazil, by the doctor of the Brazil-
iannational team. After his latest
injury suffered on 23 January
this year, the medical chiefs fa-
voured “conservative treatment”
rather than another operation.
In another excerpt from the TV
Globo interview, Neymar said
he had “cried for two days” after
his latest injury setback. PSG
hope to have him for a possible
quarter-final Champions League
in April which they are favourites
to reach as they have a 2-0 first
leglead over Manchester United
in their last-16 clash—AFPH
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URRENTLY, the incumbent government is attempting to
achieve “national reconciliation and internal peace” as one of
the national objectives. It is undeniable that this is mainly to be

carried out as armed conflicts have strained Myanmar to lag in

like in preventing illegal goods from entering into Myanmar from neigh-

development. Our country, Myanmar is named as Union because many
ethnic people dwell on the land of Myanmar together. Especially, ethnic
people reside in the states which are close to the border, such as Kachin
in the northern part, Shan in the eastern part, Rakhine in the western
o part. This is the main reason why to have the peace matters most in
e tn n I c h r e tn r E “ Myanmar. For example, as an obvious fact, for the security of Myanmar,
bouring countries, in stopping the human trafficking, in conserving the
natural resources, in preventing the illegal immigration and emigration,
having internal peace can assist the government a lot to handle these
cases well. Simply, if we can build up inner collective strength through
peace, it is sure that the country will develop equally and no nation can
harm the sovereignty of our country and the welfare of our ethnic people.
hrign Signing the Nationwide ceasefire agreement is the action of

| peace of process at the state level. In my perspective, at this time,
r while carrying out the peace process and development, it will be
% ' Dbetter if the government takes action to have intimacy among youths
' 3 y SR o NRE ' i

of ethnic brethren. Nowadays, due to globalization, the youths seem

s é . jo e g & 1 more familiar with Chinese, Japanese, Korean through watching

AL Ay . - Ty | _ g % " _ their movies and consuming their foods. Due to the impacts of

A . 'ﬁ_’[’ 1 - - | ] ,133 J globalization, and as the traditional food, the culture of our eth-
] By May Thu Htay X . S nic brethren do not have enough background, they cannot satisfy

§
.

2" year Honours Student, 3 ‘-) . s, the demands of today’s youths. Thus, supportive actions to modify
- English Specialization, the traditional foods of our ethnic brethren to firstly penetrate the
' f-:ﬂ'- University of Yangon local market, organizing some extracurricular activities to create
Kox 1‘:&#‘ ': - a chance to let the youths of ethnic brethren meet together and do

.;—_—__J. * 9 sl - e some innovations for Myanmar will be the effective ways. If trust,

) !‘ ; . L, e ’ intimacy, mutual respect, cooperative spirit can be built among the
al | youths of our ethnic brethren, I believe this will lead to success in
making our country develop and powerful again in the future.

Design: BT



2 [SUNDAYEISIE ) /CATION

3 MARCH 2019
THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

(CONTINUED FROM LAST WEEK)

(sconortfEsdl)
Exercise:
1. Every fisherman knows how to swim.
2. Every student in our class will visit the exhibition. (50)
3. Every country in the world has a university.
4. All the nurses in this hospital wear uniforms.
5. Every tall building in Hong Kong has a lift. (clo5ecosk)
6. Every village in Myanmar has a pagoda.
Answers
1. There is no fisherman that does not know how to swim.
2. There is no student in our class that will not visit the
exhibition.
3. There is no country in the world that does not have
a university.
4. There is no nurse in this hospital that does not wear
a uniform.
5. There is no tall building in Hong Kong that does not
have a lift.
6. Thereis novillage in Myanmar that does not have a pagoda.
B)
Noun in Apposition
(a) §’)gO'J§)C\:XG§')(7C)q.)g @0\)’)9(3]3\3 9’3@’_72;?’3& 0”]0’?1@0%(7)8@@3@ Gﬂ‘?
§0509LJ 8@0300@[@030 c}o’)@&oaéu
(b) @9@@5?@)30035 Comma éqoaéneﬂ@o@e@ocﬁ?ao(ﬁem 6]03][(}0%
(phrase) e§oo%dc>)8mé: Comma ooéeo:epoéu
GO?’DO%O;)S GC\?C\D(;]II
1. U Hla Moe is good at English.
§:C\J)§€03é SDE)C\%(SQDQUYC)OJ@CII
U Hla Moe is our headmaster.
§:C‘j)§t03é 03]$GO’)’C)O§Q% G(YJJ)(%‘;%(SG)GT)@:@OSOJP_‘SII
(omeoefopéie U Hla Moe eso056) our headmaster
)
U Hla Moe, our headmaster, is good at English.
0g§60730%N eopEarbaoepT{goec Bapgaodd sabcBboecsdooghi
(Our headmaster [Saltene} §0§wé 6§09 mf)e@eoao U Hla
Moe [Salztene} §9809L> gemmgpaéu @mo’g:ogo’]oaéf) :Do%[glcﬂu)
Relative Pronoun (me@)&soo%@&m:)@é soacx\l)ﬁ: 6929050
333200
U Hla Moe, who is our headmaster; is good at English.
5200050] enefople Who is gcdeiodagé Noun in Apposition
qODéII
2. Yangon lies on the mouth of the Hlaing River.
Yangon is the capital of Myanmar.
Yangon, the capital of Myanmar, lies on the mouth of
the Hlaing River.
B$eolge5eg,e00{gdeon q§msaopd 3E[gooedlen oopb§ogdi
3. We visited Zeebyubin.
Zeebyubin is a village at the foot of the Pegu Yoma.
We visited Zeebyubin, a village at the foot of the Pegu
Yoma.
0g§e05B da§esomntelgatie spoddgpgdear &lgoéad
2gREEPIHOPEOHIPI
4. U Shwe Ni is talking with U Kyaw Soe, U Shwe Ni is
a distributor. U Kyaw Soe is a publisher.
U Shwe Ni, a distributor, is talking with U Kyaw Soe,
a publisher.
5§00 Bregaopd ccdeooy Bieapsé oomielgpegaogdi
5. Ko Than is a well-known writer.
Ko Than has written many novels and short stories.

Ko Than, a well-known writer; has written many novels
and short stories.
GO’{S@'D:GOJ) meepeoq;ma%eowo%@g)wé 0(’:)03%3)&3 Ogjl (:J 5 :g’)
QG]:@:[%I
(s200050] eneopssbefopticpt a well known writer vyeon
§o§6]<7{|[§0°) (noun phrase) 0 oooeooe[(z,p(c::cgccz o']oap_Su
sBwerelpEiopé noun phrase o§oofgé ocoverslpéie a
well-known writer o’i)occz Ko Than e@cﬁm&ooéoo’):[é&@o%oaéu)
eg050lecpayCaiapiardlogpsoli
(@G@(ﬁ) GG’B’JO%O;)E GO:G}’J:(;]ODéII)
1. Daw Khin Aye Myaing visited Japan last month.
Daw Khin Aye Myaing is our class teacher.
2. The Irrawaddy flows from north to south. The Irrawaddy
is the most useful river in our country.
3. My brother married Daw Aye Mu. She is an economist.
4. Have you ever been to Mt. Popa? It is an extinct volcano
in central Myanmar.
5. Kyaw Zaw Aung was injured in the last match. He is
the goal-keeper of our team.
6. The Shwedagon is the most famous pagoda in Myanmar:
The Shwedagon stands in the centre of Yangon.
7. Maymyo is also called Pyin Oo Lwin.
Maymyo is a lovely town about 40 miles from Mandalay.
(Answers)
1. Daw Khin Aye Myaing, our class teacher, visited
Japan last month.
2. The Irrawaddy, the most useful river in our country,
flowws from north to south.
3. My brother married Daw Aye Mu, an economist.
4. Have you ever been to Mt. Popa, an extinct volcano
in central Myanmar?
5. Kyaw Zaw Aung, the goal-keeper of our team, was
injured in the last match. (sabepqaogb)
6. The Shwedagon, the most famous pagoda in Burma,
stands in the centre of Yangon.
7. Maymyo, a lovely town about 40 miles from Mandalay,
is also called Pyin Oo Lwin.
C Without s¢ After
(@) Without §§ ms@')&aoc/%epcgé [Z8eesii=leve] :Lwo)wme@o&ooé
active voice [gooyE verb o3 ing copdq) without egocdand
GOO%GlODéII
eoeo
1. He went out.
He did not tell me anything. He went out without telling
me anything.
oing@ec)%(‘}:) omeeefgpod (G@@O:@&egp\:) Ga[géog(f)og):wén
(Qﬁeﬁpé telling @ verbal noun (@mg?'ﬁ [Qéq)éu) GEP@&UE
@%mcﬁ)m&ﬁ(ﬁq Q')éll
:Ec%wme@o&oaé s@[ﬁ&é]oq@o%méu (I(:)Q@JE without
§62005(gEH g5 20a3fgoln)
2. She went to bed.
She did not have her dinner.
She went to bed without having her dinner.
OTEG @memw\) S%SST_)OSQOT)ZCD@CII
3. He came in.
He did not knock on the door.
He came in without knocking on the door.
® oHskosslahod o&\nméu
4. He passed the examination.

He did not work hard.
He passed the examination without working hard.
GEco§en o[Fpemad doresdesmntsogdi
(V)] ?o%oaooe@)&wé Passive Voice @5(\3]8 without e@ooc)ogf:
being oo&fgj being G§’3093088 Past participate (V 3) C\%Ofcbep)éu
1. She cried.
oo 830
She was not beaten.
0 se%o%eésld]n
She cried without being beaten.
o0 3§cdedqad a0
2. He attended the meeting.
% 920p%8260:0005530000I
He was not invited.
2003 083053l (0o Godformegts edqdh)
He attended the meetting without being invited.
23A(o3gE: ©3q0> Z20p%8260:006550005!
(0) sBweneop&ad active s¢ eggoonearseop Nobody, No one
oooéo%@(? oooécﬂooJ @o%cxﬂg Passive Voice (:)05@0%6030 without
being + V3 Belgpé:d) socdgpodi
eoeo -
3. He attended the meeting. Nobody invited him.
He attended the meeting without being invited.
03(orgE: ©3q0d s20pR960:0655000I
4. Some animals know how to swim.
Nobody taught them.
Some animals know how to swim without being taught.
w%l.ﬁsgo%ep:oaé OOE@’):GO:BE: 95610'\) eqcra:c)o%@oaéu
After
@ ?o%oame@)&eﬁogg then dldles after ﬁ:aoo%spaéu ‘@egxf)’
demggoosqa)én
(b) oooeme@')&ooé Active voice [@o%o’]m after s@oa%mf)sj
oceooepie verb o3 ing efgpésondqoopi then o3 [gosod
Gl:)béll
after e5o05 verbal noun (Box$8) c3obeonieon cloyfged
(phrase) esoc506g) (Comma) copdeopSn
80@’)
1. He read the letter twice. Then, he tore it.
2003 8665056053000
Begnod () 30050832000
After reading the letter twice, he tore it.
o003 §6e3lod0cdGesd0d 5050532000
(?d')oame@)&(f) e@o&eﬁec{éu then G%ow@logqoaéo% oac%@[(ﬂu)
2. She sold the car. Then, she bought a house.
After selling the car, she bought a house.
cm:espéz@:e@o% e é&méa@o&@wén
3. Ko Ko studied lessons for two hours.
Then, he went to bed.
After studying his lessons for two hours, Ko Ko went
to bed.
ODE@%:O)OQJ’):(}JS c?d%§’)€l@(\?(\)0[§3€§’)(‘fg O%(}:JS%(SQPOEOE)Y):ODECII
(©) ocosenelopEoopd Passive Voice [goagé After being +
V3 (Past participle) oda3qaopbn
4. The players were selected.
mm::))eo:ep:o?e QgFQJQSéODéII (%Gaﬁéqwéll)
Then, they were given training.
Begnod 00303 capoyEensdaopdi
After being selected, the players were given training.
eg:a‘]cf)@:e@o% mm::neo:ep:o% ecxgoqlcf:eozéooén
5. He was punished. Then he no longer teased the girls.
After being punished, he no longer teased the girls.
8’3@‘5@035&]@28§’)(‘5 OTB 8%3(7)(\)2(%]’)20% G§’J(7%CD69<DGO’)’_JO’]II
(d mo%é]oo@éjogé oooeooe@’)&efo Active voice @&;afx\)é:
passive voice 90@8 soo%@aneleé é]d{]éjl:gld)cgméll o%gas'kﬁ[:ogé
oooems@oé:o?) passive voice L}ée@o&ej aoo%sp)én
6. The teacher punished Ko Ko.
205 BAB 92[gbev:dddI
Then, Ko Ko did his homework regularly.
Bogocd BoogS Boch ofebord3oog
After being punished by the teacher, Ko Ko did his
homework regularly.
eoepcﬁ sfa[go%eo:éq@:ewog o%o%wés%&mo% ﬁﬁcxg@%wén
(active voice steocbayt eqeanepypt after being punished
by the teacher o> passive voice 523633 e[go&:{ge:{gdoopdn)

(TO BE CONTINUED NEXT WEEK)
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CCORDING to The
OALD dictionary, dis-
abled means unable to
use a part of one’s body
completely or easily because of a
physical condition, illness, injury, etc.
Many people want to regard
those who are blind; who lack some

Ms. Moon parts of their limbs and who are less
Final year Honours intelligent as the disabled ones. Those
( English) words are often heard in our surround-

Dagon University ings. I think it is the usage that is really
rude and insulting. Those who are blind,;

those who are deaf and those who lack

the parts of the limbs are called like this.

Whenever they are called so, they hap-
pen to be deeply affected in their bosom.
Do those who call so know it? Do those
who called so happen to be aware of it?

It will probably be some people
who want to be against saying what will
happen as they call them so. It is right
that they have got some weaknesses
and defects. However, is there anyone
who has got no defect in the world? If
such defects are termed as ‘the disa-
bled’, all the people in the world will be
called as ‘the disabled ones’ since there
is a saying everyone has ever heard ‘No
man is perfect.’

Is the opinion in which if one is
disabled, he or she will not be able to do
anything right or wrong?

As for me, I think such opinion is out-
of-date in the current era. Although they
are disabled, we can see many able ones
among them emerge in our surroundings.
They can prove that they are able ones.
One of the disabled persons has said to
me, “We are not the disabled persons but
we are just Differently Able Persons.”

they are the people who are in the human
society, they have got a strong wish to
move and struggle in the atmosphere like
other people. They have also got a wish of
having education like other people. They
have also got a wish of working among
other people. They have got the potential
each to perform their wishes. If people
around them accept that phenomenon,
they will forget their defects and they can
remove their inferior complex.

A researcher said, “The inferior
complex the disabled persons have is
not due to their defects but it is due to
the misjudge and underestimate upon
them from their surrounding people.”
This make them a barrier to absorb
among the ordinary people and social
activities. Therefore, we can assume
how important the atmosphere of the
disabled persons is.

Some people look down their nose
at the disabled persons. They often treat
them haughtily. To say the truth, even
the animals do not like such way of treat.
Therefore, it is clear that the disabled
persons who are also the human beings

I not like it. This
n be understood
ith one’s sym-
thy. If so, there
pe a query that
ople have to treat
em tenderly and

ly. The answer
ill be ‘No’. The utmost
ope of the disabled
| persons is just to be

p/ treated like the other
2 ordinary people.
In fact, the disabled persons are
slightly different from the other ordinary
people in appearance. However, their
abilities to perform a task is the same
as the other ordinary ones. The disabled
person who do not have vigour in hands
can perform a task with his legs. The
blind and the deaf can see and hear with
their very hearts. Who deny that they
have the brain to think and contemplate
and the heart to feel something like
other ordinary people?

Nowadays, the public measure-
ments association with the disabled
persons and concert efforts on the rights
and benefits including the protection
of rights, provisions of medical care,
education, training, employment and
rehabilitation which will be educated to
the people get wider and wider in the so-
ciety. Therefore, I guess the full under-
standing upon the disable persons will
be accomplished in near future. I would
like to urge the able people to help join-
ing hands in order to be beautiful and
flourish future lives of the ones who are
disabled but able.

|
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Bats face | -
extinction

By Gyaw Orwell

LARGE portion of Southeast Asia’s bat
population is currently at risk of extinc-
tion, a conservation expert announced
at the 4" annual Southeast Asia Bat
Conference hosted in the Philippines last year.

According the Southeast Asian Bat Conserva-
tion Research Unit, Southeast Asia is home to 379
of the 1370 bat species in the entire world — and yet
rapid forest destruction threatens to wipe out 23%
of the region’s bat population in the near future.

One quarter of Southeast Asian bats are in
trouble. A huge problem is 23% threatened or near
threatened. They will go extinct unless we change
what’s happening to them now.

The loss of bats across Southeast Asia could
have a more impactful effect on everyday life than
most realise, as they play an important role in polli-
nation and pest control.

HOTO: Ngwe Oe (Katha)

PHOTO: NyiTu

Bird Cave in Kanbalu

A team carried out survey at a bird cave in
Kanbalu Township, Sagaing Region, and disclosed
that an estimated 1.1 million bats and 99 species of
birds have been registered in the bat cave conser-
vation area. The count was conducted between 16
and 19 January.

The Forest Department teamed up with the
Wildlife Conservation Society (Myanmar Program)
to carry out research on the population size of bats
dwelling in the bat cave conservation area.

Additionally, 99 species of birds, including rare
and endangered species, have also been recorded
in the area.

The Sagaing Region Government has opened
a bat cave natural conservation area in Kanbalu
Township on 26 December. To conserve the cave The Bat Cave Natural Environment Conservation Area in Kanbalu.
area, which is mainly inhabited by bats, the govern- e
ment has already earmarked a total of 30,308 acres i3 / . : VA “
of land for bat cave conservation, including 3,674 & 7 nay ! 5 'e: % A /i o ' I S VAW T h“,‘;* =
acres of land in Mandalay Region’s Thabeikkyin St : : ; 3 : €3 ot
Township, since 2016.

PHOTO: NyiTu
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Bat Cave Natural Environment Conservation Area in Kanbalu Township in Sagaing Region.

Bat Cave in Bamauk

It is found that about three species of bats are
living in natural lime caves in Bamauk, Sagaing
Region.

The bats population in the area is decreasing
due to deforestation.

But conservation efforts for endangered spe-
cies remain at a low in the region. Deforestation
has been defined as a “modern day plague” in
Southeast Asia, with the region having already lost
more than 50% of its original forest cover.

Bats generally eat insects, while some can eat
flowers and fruits.

They play a significant role in controlling insect

PHOTO:

: Ngwe Oe (Katha)

PHOTO: Ngwe Oe (Katha)

Bats are seen in the Lime Stone Cave in Bamauk, Sagaing Reion.

populations and contribute to the ecosystem.
|
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The Bat Cave in Kanbalu.
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Mind Your Forefingers

Pointing forefingers at each other

As an attempt to shake off the matter
Two people shouting and yelling
"Who has the responsibility?!!!"

When putting the blame on someone else’s shoulder
People use their forefingers

By laying them flat in horizontal position

To keep themselves from a terrible condition

Instead of a step back to turn away
Why not come out and say

"It's me" or "I'm responsible for that"
By raising our forefingers straight up

Simply shift the direction of the forefinger
We have the responsibility for what we are
If every finger pointing at one another
How can we stand up for the younger?

If you do care about the future
Please mind your own forefingers!
By Honey Soe

By Thu Naung Kyaw
(Hledan)
Dip. in English (YUFL)

' A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies; the man who
never reads lives only one." Think of what is meant by this
sentence.

It means that although everybody lives a single life,
those who read many different books of assorted literature
have greater knowledge of diverse life experiences, which are
attributed to the books, than those who never read.

So, may I urge every youth to cultivate the habit of reading.

School lessons are not enough for living a life. Read wide-
ly, read broadly. Read the books written in both Myanmar and
English, not for fun but for the profound awareness of how to
make life a progress. Be selective. Moreover, when you read,
you should not only pursue superficial, casual reading, but it is
also good to do critical reading, where reading is accompanied
by mentally raising the questions, and judging or considering
the contents critically.

I'd suggest interpretation and reading between the lines,
i.e. reading until you arrive at the underlying meaning or the
intended meaning behind the texts. The greater the reading
experience, the better all these reading skills become. All those
skills are useful for reading both school textbooks and other
literature.

Read the books written in Myanmar as well as English.
Here, I would like to jot down the list of Myanmar writers
whose works have been greatly impressive and influential to
me: Mya Than Tint, Maung Htin, Thawtar Swe, Journal Kyaw
Ma Ma Lay, Htin Gyi, Win Tin, Aung Thin, Ludu Sein Win,
Maung Thaw Ka, Pe Myint, Thu Maung, Min Lu, to name a few.
There may still be many others.

Youths of today's IT age have free access to e-book, pdf,
online reading materials and, thus, it can be said that compared
to years back in our childhood, they are now provided with the
larger resource-rich. What matters most is to do them practi-
cally.
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T is such a feeling. The feeling that I completely cannot explain. The feeling that is
somehow strange, though. It usually comes on Sundays. Every Sunday. True that I
always say time flies so fast. But time seems to be a bit slow in this case. I have to wait
: for a whole week to reach this day called, “Sunday”.Because it is unique. It is special.
b To say, maybe it may sound a little bit crazy, I usually think about it on Saturday
'\ nights whether my article will be submitted or not. Then, sleep does not come. Being
R one those who are writing in Next Generation Platform in The Global New Light of
.\ Myanmar on Sunday, I feel so over the moon whenever my work is submitted in the
_ \ paper. If my article is in the paper, that Sunday morning becomes so fresh. So glad.
So beautiful like that song, “Beautiful Sunday”. However, if it does not turn out like
- | T have imagined or if I don't see mine in the newspaper, my mood comes out in a
different way. Like the rain cloud is raining only over my head.
Vil I do know that I have to give others a turn but I can't help myself. I still want
~ [ my article to be published too. The feeling is so astonishing when you see your
/ words printed in those beautiful bold letters and your title in colours and back-
ground pictures on one of the page of the paper; isn't it?
Who is getting excited too? Totally, my mum of course. And when Sunday
morning comes, I jump out of bed, clean myself, then rush down to fetch the paper.
The newspaper man is sometimes late. When I get the newspaper, I fight off ninjas, and
nosed back to upstairs again. On my way, my hands turn the pages while my eyes search
for my article. If I see it, a Burmese morning smile comes onto my face.

I can still remember that time when I was first submitted in the paper a year ago. Mum
came and told me while I was having a lie in on my bed. Immediately, I sat up, grabbed the paper
and looked. When my eyes met the article in the paper, I could feel butterflies fluttering in my stomach. That
such feeling never leaves me that it stays with me till now. It was like yesterday. Thanks to editor and the
editorial crew for making my articles look pleasing.

There were times when teachers told me to focus on my studies only. I do concentrate on my studies but
this is a kind of one thing that I do for pleasure, my passion somehow. So I can escape from the heavy stress
for a while. Dad didn't use to look forward a year ago but now he is the one who always buys the papers
whenever he sees my photo and article in it.

Oh,Sunday. It used to be an ordinary day among 7 days a week. But now it gives me the feeling that I can-
not describe yet or maybe it is a kind of like “Sunday Fever” which I will never get enough even in the future.

|

By AW Khin Myat Phone
Grade 11 A, BEHS 4,
Botahtaung

YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON YANGON TO KUALA LUMPUR KUALA LUMPUR TO YANGON YANGON TO DHAKA DHAKA TO YANGON
FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE
PG706 545 8:10 Daily TG303 800 8:45 Daily AK505 830 1245 Daily AK504  6:50 8:00 Daily BGO6L 1415  16:00 136 BGO60  10:45  13:30 1,36
8M335  7:30 9:15 Daily PG701 845 9:40 Daily MH741  11:20 1545 Daily MH740 910  10:15 Daily
UB-019  7:50 9:20 1356,7 TG2301  10:00 1055 2357 OD551 1225  16:45 1,47 OD550  10:15  11:30 1,47 YANGON TO DUBAI DUBAI TO YANGON
TG304 950 1145 Daily 8M336  10:15  11:00 Daily MH743  16:10  20:30 1,467 MH742 1355 1505 1,467

- FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE
PG702  10:30  12:30 Daily UB020  10:20  10:50 1,3,5,6,7 AK503  19:10  23:30 1,5,6,7 AK502  17:20  18:30 1,5,6,7 . :

EK389 2:10 5:55 Daily EK388 9:10 1655 Daily

TG2302 11145 1340 2357 PG707 1345  14:40 56,7 OD553 2355  4:20+1 2,356 OD552 21145 2255 2,356
PG708  15:30  17:30 56,7 PG703 1650  17:45 Daily
8M331 1630 1815 Daily TG305 1805  18:50 Daily YANGON TO SEOUL INCHEON SEOUL INCHEON TO YANGON MANDALAY TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO MANDALAY
UB-017  18:00  19:30 Daily 8M332 19:20  20:05 Daily FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
PG704 18:35  20:35 Daily PG705 20:30  21:50 Daily KE472 23:30 7:15 Daily KE471 18:15  22:10 Daily PG710 14:30  16:55 Daily PG709 12:15  13:40 Daily
TG306  19:50  21:45 Daily UB018  20:30  21:00 Daily PG714  19:15  21:40 Daily PG713  17:00  18:25 Daily

YANGON TO DON MUEANG

FLIGHT

DEP

ARV

DATE

DON MUEANG TO YANGON

FLIGHT

DEP

ARV

DATE

YANGON TO TAIPEI

FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
CI7916 10:50 16:10 1,2,34,6

TAIPEI TO YANGON

FLIGHT DEP ARV DATE
CI7915 7:00 9:50 1,2,34,6

MANDALAY TO DON MUEONG

DON MUEONG TO MANDALAY

DD4231 800  9:50 Daily DD4230 630  7:15 Daily T:";::'; lDZE; stz\f) [[))ATIE i";z;ﬂ EE;) szz\; 'IJDATIE
. » all N » all
FD252 8:45 10:30 Daily FD251 7:30 8:15 Daily YANGON TO KUNMING KUNMING TO YANGON V z
SL201 900 10350 Daily SL200 735 825 Daily T T OATE T T OATE
DD4235 1155 1340 Daily DD4234  10:35  11:20 Daily L MANDALAY TO KUNMING KUNMING TO MANDALAY
; ; CA416 1300  16:30 Daily MU2011 820 12110 37
FD254  17:35 1925 Daily FD253 1610  17:05 Daily ) FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE
- - MU2012 13:10 20:05 3 CA415 11:20 12:00 Daily
SL207  19:00 2055 Daily SL206 1855  19:45 Daily ’ ) MU2568  10:20  13:25 1357 MU2567 855  9:20 1357
. ; MU2032 16:00 19:50 Daily MU2031 14:30 15:10 Daily } }
DD4239  21:00  22:45 Daily DD4238 1925  20:15 Daily MU2030  16:10  19:25 Daily MU2029 1455 1510 Daily
FD258  21:40  23:30 Daily FD257  20:30 2110 Daily
YANGON TO BEIJING BEIJING TO YANGON
NAY PYI TAW TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO NAY PYI TAW
YANGON TO GUANGZHOU GUANGZHOU TO YANGON FLIGHT ~ DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE T T OATE T OATE
CA906 2350 550+1 135 CA905  19:30  22:50 135
RCICLIIN MO IRV D= FHE e ) AR D)1= PG722 2000 2250 123457 PG721 1725 1920 123457
8M711 840 1315 2,457 Cz3055 835  10:25 36
Cz3056 11:35 1555 36 8M712 1415 1550 2457 YANGON TO HANIO HANOI TO YANGON
Cz8472  17:40  22:20 15 CZ8471  14:35  16:40 15 FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE AIR LINES CODES
VN956 18:55 21:15 Daily VN957 16:30 18:00 Daily - - : e
YANGON TO SINGAPORE SINGAPORE TO YANGON Viots 1855 2120 24567 Vo7 1630 1755 24567 = detStar _ o)~ v PG
e e 8M = Myanmar Airways International MI = Silk Air
FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE =% Il = Gl B AT
UB00L 7:15 11:45 Daily SQ998 7:55 09:20 Daily YANGON TO HO CHI MINH HO CHI MINH TO YANGON et =0 Al
; ; = Air Asia = ippon Airways
8M-231 820 1240 Daily 3Ks8L 910 10:35 Daily T T oo T 0 BRiE T T oo T g e 66 = B Bangladedh Al A ﬁpk . Y
. . : ) . = Biman Bangladesh Airlines = Bangkok Airways
SQo97 1025 1510 Daily MI510  10:15 14110 46 VUN942  12:10 1505 Daily VN943  7:20 9:55 Daily o d _ g ) J
3k582  11:30 1605 Daily MI533  10:15  11:40 2 CA = Air China QR = Qatar Airways
MIS33 12:30  19:30 2 UB002  13:00  14:30 Daily YANGON TO TOKYO TOKYO TO YANGON Cl = China Airlines SL = Thai Lion Air
MI510 14:55  19:30 4,6 8M232 1345  15:15 Daily CZ = China Southern SQ = Singapore Airways
UB003  16:00  20:30 Daily MI518 1515  16:40 Daily FLIGHT || DEP [| ARV DATE Sl e DATE DD = Nok Airline TG = Thai Airways
: ’ ) : ’ NH814  21:10  6:45+1 Daily NH813  11.00  16:30 Daily - - Y
MIS19  17:35 22110 Daily MI520 1610  17:35 357 FD = Air Asia TR = Tiger Airlines
MI521  18:30 22355 37 3K583  17:30 1855 12,3457 - i - ; irli
3K584 19335 0.0  1,23457 UB004 2115  22:45 Dail YANGON TO DOHA DOHA TO YANGON A Dragongnr_ e Myanmar Nguonal Airines
i S LSS Sisy . ' y KE = Korea Airlines VN = Vietnam Airlines
FLIGHT ~ DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT ~ DEP ARV DATE
YANGON TO HONG KONG HONG KONG TO YANGON QR919 740 1155 1,34,6,7 QR918 2000  5:30 2,35,6,7
FLIGHT ~DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT  DEP ARV DATE DATE 4 = Thursday Subjected to change by
KA275  17:20 2145 5 UBB028 1245 1415 1357 YANGON TO CHIANG MAI CHIANG MAI TO YANGON 1= Monday 5 = Friday repesctive airlines
KA251 15 525 123467 KA250  21:50 2345 123567 FLIGHT = DEP ARV DATE FLIGHT =~ DEP ARV DATE 2 =Tuesday 6 = Saturday H ot?i ne - (951) 2292 45
UBB027  7:15 1145 1,35,7 KA252 2220  00:10+1 4 PG724 1340  15:30 Daily PG723 1205  12:55 Daily 3=Wednesday 7 =Sunday




