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INSIDE TODAY

PRESIDENT U Win Myint  
received a delegation led by 
Mr. Zhao Kezhi, member of the 
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of China and Min-
ister of Public Security, at the 
Presidential Palace in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday. 

During the meeting, they 
discussed several issues, in-
cluding cooperation in all-round 
strategic bilateral relations 
through Pauk Phaw relations, 
border security, prevention of 
and fighting against drug abuse, 
anti-human trafficking and an-
ti-terrorism.  They also discussed 
China’s assistance in providing 
the necessary police equipment to 
implement the rule of law and se-
curity, establishing police control 
headquarters and China-Myan-
mar economic platform, and im-
plementing the Kyaukpyu project. 

The meeting was also at-
tended by Union Minister for 
Home Affairs Lt-Gen Kyaw Swe, 
Union Minister for International 
Cooperation U Kyaw Tin, Pres-
ident’s Office Deputy Minister 
U Min Thu and other officials, 
while the Chinese delegation, 
led by Mr. Zhao Kezhi, was ac-
companied by Representatives 
led by China’s Public Security 
Minister, Chinese Ambassador 
to Myanmar Mr. Hong Liang.— 
Myanmar News Agency

President U Win Myint receives 
Chinese Public Security Minister

President U Win Myint, right, 
welcomes Mr. Zhao Kezhi, 

Member of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of China 

and Minister of Public Security, in 
Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA 

State Counsellor 
receives Chinese 
Minister of Public 
Security, Swiss 
Ambassador
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, State 
Counsellor and Union Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, received Mr. 
Zhao Kezhi, member of the CPC 
Central Committee and Minis-
ter of Public Security of China, 
yesterday at 10 am at the Pres-
idential Palace in Nay Pyi Taw. 

During the meeting, they 
discussed promoting bilateral re-
lations and providing assistance 
for internal peace, enforcement 
of the rule of law and security 
issues in Myanmar.

Also present at the meeting 
were Union Minister for Home 
Affairs Lt-Gen Kyaw Swe, Union 
Minister for International Co-
operation U Kyaw Tin, Deputy 
Minister for Office of the Pres-
ident U Min Thu and respon-
sible officials. Mr. Zhao Kezhi 
was accompanied by the Chinese 
Ambassador to Myanmar Mr. 
Hong Liang and representatives 
led by Minister of Public Security 
of China.

The State Counsellor lat-
er received Mr. Paul R. Seger, 
Ambassador of Switzerland to 
Myanmar, at 11:15 a.m. yesterday 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in Nay Pyi Taw.

During the meeting, they 
exchanged views on matters re-
lated to promoting bilateral re-
lations and cooperation between 
Myanmar and Switzerland, 
the drafting of Switzerland’s 
New Development Strategy 
(2019-2023) for Myanmar and 
supporting Myanmar’s peace 
and national reconciliation pro-
cess.—Myanmar News Agency
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Press Statement 

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker U T 
Khun Myat received Australian 
Ambassador to Myanmar Mr. 
Nicholas Coppel at the Pyithu 
Hluttaw Building in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday. 

During the meeting, they 
exchanged views and openly 
discussed matters related to 
Australia-Myanmar bilater-
al cooperation, cooperation in 
development programmes to 
strengthen the Hluttaw and 
democracy systems, and pro-
grammes to promote educa-
tion and build the capacity of 
the Hluttaw representatives and 
the legislation sector.     

Present at the meeting were 
Pyithu Hluttaw Deputy Speak-

A DELEGATION of women en-
trepreneurs left for Bangkok, 
Thailand, yesterday to receive 
the ASEAN Outstanding Wom-
en Entrepreneurs Award grant-
ed by the ASEAN Women En-
trepreneurs’ Network (AWEN).

The 10-member delegation 
was seen off by executive mem-
bers of the Myanmar Women 
Entrepreneurs Association 
(MWEA) at Yangon Interna-
tional Airport. 

The Myanmar women’s 
delegation will attend the 
annual meeting of AWEN 
and the ASEAN Outstanding 
Women Entrepreneurs Award 
Ceremony, which will be held 
on 10 and 11 May at the De-
partment of Social Develop-
ment and Welfare’s Building 
in Bangkok, Thailand, and re-
ceive the ASEAN Outstanding 
Women Entrepreneurs Award. 
—Myanmar News Agency 

Myanmar women’s delegation 
to receive ASEAN Outstanding 
Women Entrepreneurship Award

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker receives 
Australian Ambassador 

THE 45th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers of the 
Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held in Dhaka from 
5 to 6 May 2018 issued the Dhaka Declaration expressing con-
cern over alleged human rights violations by security forces in 
Myanmar. 

The Declaration lacks balance and fairness, and fails to 
denounce the brutal attacks of the terrorist group, the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army (ARSA) which triggered the human-
itarian situation unfolding today.

Myanmar categorically rejects the irresponsible labelling 
of “ethnic cleansing” or “State backed violence” to describe 
events in Rakhine State. More than 50% of the Muslim com-
munity, which represents a majority in Maungtaw Region, have 
remained in their villages. 

The Government has stated time and again that no violation of 
human rights will be condoned. Allegations supported by evidence 
will be investigated and action taken in accordance with the law.

It is highly regrettable that the Dhaka Declaration did not 
even mention the immediate need for the repatriation of dis-
placed persons from Rakhine in accordance with the bilateral 
agreement between Myanmar and Bangladesh. Nor were there 
any suggestions aimed at promoting harmony and sustainable 
development in the Rakhine State.

 As the monsoons are approaching, Myanmar is now fo-
cusing on expediting the repatriation process. To that end, 
Myanmar urges Bangladesh to take all necessary steps to help 
the process in accordance with the said agreement. 

Myanmar stands ready to facilitate the voluntary, safe 
and dignified return of the displaced persons from Rakhine.  
    Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Union Minister 
for Information 
leaves for 
Singapore to 
attend AMRI

UNION Minister for Informa-
tion Dr. Pe Myint left for Sin-
gapore yesterday to attend the 
14th Conference of the ASEAN 
Ministers Responsible for Infor-
mation (AMRI) and other related 
meetings.

The delegation led by the 
union minister was seen off at 
Yangon International Airport 
by officials from the Ministry of 
Information.—MNA 

UNION Minister for Natural Re-
sources and Environmental Con-
servation U Ohn Win received 
Chairman of China Huaneng 
Group Co. Ltd. Yuan Xianghua 
at his office in Nay Pyi Taw yes-
terday.

During the meeting, they 
exchanged views and discussed 
matters related to the hydroe-
lectric production capacity of 
Myanmar, especially prospects 
to generate hydroelectric power 
on Shwe Li River, and the en-
vironmental and social impact 
assessments for the production 
of hydropower.—MNA 

er U Tun Aung (a) U Tun Tun 
Hein and officials from the Py-

ithu Hluttaw office.—Myanmar 
News Agency 

Union Minister for Natural Resources and 
Environmental Conservation receives 
chairman of China Huaneng Group Co Ltd

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun Myat welcomes Australian 
Ambassador in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Union Minister U Ohn Win holds talks with China Huaneng Group Co. 
Ltd. Chairman Yuan Xianghua in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

Officials see off Union Minister Dr. Pe Myint at Yangon International 
Airport yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Women entrepreneurs delegation poses for the photo before 
departure for Bangkok at Yangon International Airport. PHOTO: MNA

Myanmar rebuts Dhaka 
Declaration’s reference on 
situation in Rakhine State. 

Myanmar calls for Bangladesh’s 
sincere cooperation to start early 

repatriation  
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Let us strive collectively for the emer-
gence of a just and free nation— a nation 
which will guarantee equal rights and 

equality, a nation which practices a pure ideology.

(Excerpt from the speech by  State Counsellor 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on the 2nd Anniversary of 

NLD Government on 1st April 2018)

We will abolish the red tape that burdens the people and eradicate corruption 
and bribery that plagues all levels of society as we work to strengthen the moral 
fiber of our people. We will draw out from our past experiences as a civilian 
government overcoming various obstacles and hardships, as we work to the 

best of our ability for the immediate present and head towards the future of a democratic 
nation that respects human rights and is free from all stains of corruption.

(Excerpt from the speech by President U Win Myint at the ceremony to take oath of office 
at Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on 30th March 2018)

Union Minister for 
International Cooperation calls 
in Bangladesh Ambassador

Union Minister for International 
Cooperation U Kyaw Tin called 
in the Ambassador of People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh to Myan-
mar Mr. Manjurul Karim Khan 
Chowdhury on 8 May 2018 at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Nay Pyi Taw and raised a num-
ber of border security issues and 
challenges hindering early repa-
triation of the displaced persons.

During the meeting, the 
Union Minister officially object-
ed to the recent construction of 
bunkers and other structures 
by the Bangladeshi side near 
the borderline in the Non-Con-
struction Zone and called for the 
removal of those structures, as 
such activities violate the bilater-

al Boundary Demarcation Treaty 
between the two countries. The 
Union Minister also conveyed 
Myanmar’s request to the au-
thorities of Bangladesh to stop 
assisting construction of sheds 
and shelters on the Myanmar 
side of the Non-Construction 
Zone and sought the cooperation 
of Bangladesh in facilitating the 
return of the displaced persons 
illegally staying inside the Zone.

The Union Minister also 
informed the Ambassador that 
a total of 368 people of Rakhine/ 
Mro / Khami / Daingnet eth-
nic origin, who are believed to 
be Bangladeshi citizens, have 
entered from Bangladesh into 
Myanmar during the past few 

months and called for early ver-
ification and voluntary repatria-
tion to Bangladesh.

The Union Minister reiter-
ated Myanmar’s readiness to 
commence repatriation of veri-
fied displaced persons from Ra-
khine State before the monsoon 
as agreed by the two govern-
ments and sought the earliest 

cooperation of the Bangladeshi 
side to send back around 1,200 
verified residents of Hindus and 
Muslim community as well as 
over 929 verified displaced per-
sons contained in the list pro-
vided by the Myanmar side. The 
Ambassador was also remind-
ed to send the list of displaced 
persons using the right form 

as agreed in the Physical Ar-
rangement. The Union Minister 
also informed the Ambassador 
of Myanmar’s desire to resolve 
the issue of displaced persons 
and any other issue of common 
concern through bilateral ne-
gotiations and cooperation in a 
spirit of good neighbourliness. 
—Myanmar News Agency

State Counsellor receives Chinese Minister of Public Security, Swiss Ambassador

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi welcomes Mr. Zhao Kezhi, Member of the 
CPC Central Committee and Minister of Public Security of China, in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday. PHOTO: MNA (NEWS ON PAGE-1)

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi meets with Mr. Paul R. Seger, Ambassador of 
Switzerland to Myanmar, in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA (NEWS ON PAGE-1)

Union Minister U Kyaw Tin receives Mr. Manjurul Karim Khan Chowdhury, Ambassador of People’s Republic 
of Bangladesh to Myanmar, on Tuesday in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA
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Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and 
contributions. If you have any comments 
or would like to submit editorials, 
analyses or reports please email  
ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com 
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only 
able to publish “Letter to the Editor” 
that do not exceed 500 words. Should 
you submit a text longer than 500 words 
please be aware that your letter will be 
edited.

By May Thet Hnin/  
Nyein Nyein

THE Yangon Investment Fo-
rum concluded yesterday at the 
Novotel Yangon Max Hotel, at 
which time the Yangon Region 
Chief Minister predicted that 
foreign investment is likely to 
rise.

Yangon Investment Fo-
rum 2018 was organised by the 
Yangon Region Investment 
Committee under the theme 
“Yangon Region: Investment 
Hub in Myanmar” in association 
with Myanmar Investors De-
velopment Association (MIDA) 
and supported by DICA, GIZ, 
UMFCCI, PwC and Max Hotels 
Group. 

High-ranking officials of 
Yangon Regional Government 
and experts from various sec-
tors participated as speakers 
and panelists, addressing on-
the-ground challenges, realistic 
opportunities and portraying 
a positive investment climate 
within Yangon Region for Inves-
tors.  “The investors who want 
to implement industrial zones 
in Myanmar can enter into the 
country to invest because My-
anmar has sea outlets as well as 
cheap labour.  Also, we expect 

housing projects to be available 
at an affordable price, with a 
long-term installment system. 
(We expect) the garment busi-
ness, which needs a large labour 
force, to enter the country,” said 
Yangon Region Chief Minister 
U Phyo Min Thein.

During the forum, the chief 
minister discussed current im-
plementation conditions and in-
vestment opportunities as part 
of an overall economic vision, 
including the classifications of 
trades and logistics, industri-
al development, urban public 
transportation development, 
and energy sector development. 

“Yangon will be a clean city 
governed by rule of law and an 
economically vibrant city. Also, 
we will give priority to a green 
economy. We will try to create 
a Yangon that will be a vital-
ly important city, not only for 
Myanmar but also for ASEAN 
countries.  We will also invite 
more investment to create Yan-
gon to become an imperative 
city. Our region government will 
also help to create it”, said U 
Phyo Min Thein.

At the forum, the officials 
discussed the deep sea port and 
special economic zone projects 
as well as maritime, railway and 

road upgrading projects. Also 
explained were the Yangon 
Myothit project near Kyimyin-
dine township in southwest of 
Yangon that includes an indus-
trial zone and affordable hous-
ing, and an energy production 
and distribution project which 
will be implemented in Yangon 
Region.

The government officials 
and business entrepreneurs also 
discussed the topics of “Doing 
Business in Yangon”, “Current 
investment situation in Yangon”, 
“Investment Strategy in the Yan-
gon Region”, and “Private sector 
projects in Yangon”. They also 
conducted a panel discussion 
on the investment framework 
in Myanmar and private sector 
perspectives focusing on agri-
culture, energy & electricity, 
logistics, tourism, textiles & 
garments, and banking sectors. 

U Kyaw Win, chairman of 
the Myanmar Investment Com-
mission and Union Minister for 
Planning and Finance, said that 
this forum was held with the 
aim of identifiying the basic 
processes for the development 
the country. Local and foreign 
investors will also be permitted 
opportunities to invest in Myan-
mar safety. 

Mrs. Vicky Bowman, di-
rector of Myanmar Centre for 
Responsible Business (MCRB), 
said the forum is important be-
cause it allows the sharing of 
information for the Yangon city 
development project.

“All the presentations are 
very interesting. I am very 
pleased to hear that the speak-
ers also included the responsi-
ble businesses, which are part 
of the government’s investment 
policy, in their speech”, she said. 

“We really need both effec-
tive environmental regulations, 
but also for businesses to abide 
by regulations and do business 
responsibly, because we’d see 
more environmental pressure 
on Yangon such as we’d already 
seen with the Htain Bin waste 
dump fire and we see on a dai-
ly basis the pollution of water-
ways. So that is a joint role to 
be played by responsible busi-
nesses and Yangon Region to 
provide infrastructure for waste 
management, water, sewage, 
but also businesses need to 
abide by local laws and ideally 
aim for international standards” 
she added.

More than 1,000 local and 
foreign entrepreneurs attended 
the forum.      

Investment likely to increase after 
conclusion of Yangon Investment Forum

U Kyaw Win, chairman of the Myanmar Investment Commission and Union Minister for Planning and Finance, addresses the Yangon Investment 
Forum at the Novotel Yangon Max Hotel yesterday. PHOTO: YANGON REGION GOVERNMENT 
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Myanmar’s foreign trade deficit stands 
at $491 million in April

SINCE January 2017, the Bago 
Region Investment Committee 
has issued endorsements for six 
investment proposals, with a 
capital of some US$16.35 million.

The investments are pri-
marily in the manufacturing 
business, creating more than 
7,100 job opportunities. 

Some 78 foreign businesses 
are being executed in the Bago 
Region, with an estimated cap-
ital of some $1.58 billion. The 
region saw investments worth 
some Ks944.7 billion by Myan-
mar citizens through 37 domes-
tic businesses.  According to the 
guidance of the Directorate of In-
vestment and Company Admin-

istration (DICA), an information 
event on “Myanmar Investment 
Law, Rules and Myanmar Com-
panies Law” was held on 8 May 
2018 at the City Hall of Bago in 
Bago Region with the support 
of GIZ Myanmar. At the event, 
U Win Thein, Chief Minister of 
Bago Region, delivered the open-
ing speech. 

The meeting was held in 
two sessions. During session 1, 
DICA directors Dr. Lwin Thu-
zar Shwe, U Myo Min and U Ko 
Ko Latt made a presentation on 
the Myanmar Investment Law, 
Rules and the Myanmar Com-
panies Law.

During session 2, panelists 

from DICA and U San Lwin, 
chairman of Bago Region Ho-
tel Association, held a panel 
discussion on the Myanmar In-
vestment Law, Rules and the 
Myanmar Companies Law.

The Bago Region DICA 
(branch) office was opened in 
January 2017. 

According to the new My-
anmar Investment Law, region 
and state DICA offices are au-
thorised to grant approval to in-
vestment proposals with capital 
not exceeding $5 million (Ks6,000 
million), with the aim of facilitat-
ing the verification process of 
investment projects.—Tin Soe 
(Bago)      

Bago Region Investment 
Committee grants endorsement 
for six investment proposals

Some 78 foreign businesses are being executed in the Bago Region, with 
an estimated capital of some $1.58 billion.  PHOTO: NYI ZAW MOE

By May Thet Hnin

THE International Finance Co-
operation (IFC) will provide food 
safety training courses, includ-
ing those for the conservation 
of fish and prawn species, said 
Daw Toe Nandar Tin, vice chair-
person of Myanmar Fisheries 
Federation (MFF).

“We will provide Training of 
Trainers (ToT). Local fish breed-
ers do not have any knowledge 
about the conservation of fish 
species. Our local fish breed-
ers are facing difficulties in 
fish hatching, because they are 
breeding on their own. Breed-
ing will be effective, if we give 
priority to conservation of fish 
and prawn species, which is im-
portant in the fish hatching pro-
cess,” said Daw Toe Nandar Tin.

The IFC will provide food 

safety training courses on fish 
and prawn hatching and fish 
health management. Also, the 
IFC will provide knowledge of 
good aquaculture practices 
(GAP) in fish farming. 

“Fish businessmen want to 
know about GAP to meet inter-
national standards . We are ne-
gotiating with the IFC to receive 
GAP knowledge, which is effec-
tive in penetrating international 
markets,” she added.

“The fish and prawn hatch-
ing courses will be conducted 
at the MFF office. We are still 
negotiating the training timeta-
ble,” she said. 

The MFF is also planning 
to upgrade the fish and prawn 
breading businesses. It will net-
work with international coun-
tries to penetrate new markets. 
The MFF is trying to obtain an 

international recommendation 
certificate, which is important for 
the export of marine products. 

“The number of inflected 
fish has increased. Bacterial in-
fection has increased with the 
water pollution rising. Therefore, 
aquaculture cannot be developed 
if we don’t use technology in the 
fish and prawn breeding sector,” 
said Daw Toe Nandar Tin.

Some of the fish and prawn 
species have almost disappeared 
because of illegal and excessive 
fishing.  Yangon Region Fisher-
ies Department Director U Tun 
Win Myint said the government 
is upgrading the fish and prawn 
ponds. It will focus on the fish 
and prawn breeding sector in 
the next three years.

Some 408,000 acres of fish 
and prawn breeding farms exist 
across the county.      

IFC to offer food safety training courses

MYANMAR’s external trade from 
1 to 27 April 2018 during the six-
month transition period for the 
next 2018-2019 financial year 
showed a deficit of US$491 mil-
lion, according to statistics pro-
vided by the commerce ministry. 

Exports were worth $784.5 
million, while imports were val-
ued at $1.27 billion, totalling some 
$2.06 billion.

The government managed to 

reduce the trade deficit to $3.97 
billion during the 2017-2018 FY. 
The trade deficit was more than 
$5.2 billion in the 2016-2017 FY.

Last FY, the value of Myan-
mar’s external trade with foreign 
countries reached $33.3 billion, 
including $14.67 billion in exports 
and $18.64 billion in imports. 

Trade deficits were reg-
istered at $91.9 million in the 
2012-2013 FY, $2.5 billion in the 

2013-2014 FY, $4.9 billion in the 
2014-2015 FY, $5.4 billion in the 
2015-2016 FY and more than 
$5.2 billion in the 2016-2017 FY, 
according to statistics released 
by the Central Statistical Organ-
isation.

Concerted efforts were made 
to reduce the trade deficit by 
screening luxury import items, 
except essential goods.—Ko 
Khant      
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
receives Public Security Minister

The police have arrested the 
alleged bomber responsible for 
the bomb blast during a pagoda 
festival that left one man injured 
on 28 September 2017. 

A motorcycle parked in 
front of Pan Lay Pyay Shan Res-
taurant, Sate Tara Mahi Ward, 
Chanayethazan Township, 
Mandalay Region, exploded at 
9.20 p.m. on 28 September 2017. 
At the time of the explosion, a 
pagoda festival was being held 
in Thone Ze compound Dham-
mayone. The explosion gutted 
the motorcycle and left a man 
with burn injuries on his face, 
stomach and left thigh. The 
Chanayethazan Myoma Police 
Station started an investigation 
to apprehend the bomber.

A white MICRO (mobile 
phone) handset (SIM card in-
side) with red and black wires 
attached was found at the 
explosion site, together with 
scrap iron and plastic pieces. 
The tests conducted on the ma-
terials found at the explosion 
site showed that chemical com-
pounds were mixed with scrap 
iron pieces to form an explosive 
device, which was set off using 
the hand phone as a detonator.

The phone number from 

Suspected bomber exposed, arrested

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, 
Commander-in-Chief of Defence 
Services, received a delegation 
led by Zhao Kezhi, member of 
the CPC Central Committee and 
Minister of Public Security, in the 
Zeyar Thiri Beikman in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday afternoon.

During the meeting, they 
discussed matters related to 
the two countries’ borderline 
peace and stability, cooperation 
in bilateral security, anti-drugs 
and anti-human trafficking 
works, cooperation between the 
two armed forces and police 

forces of Myanmar and China, 
the efforts made by the Tat-
madaw for the peace process 
in Myanmar, and the condition 
for China’s approval of the solu-
tion of Myanmar’s Tatmadaw 
on Rakhine.—Myanmar News 
Agency 

Aung Myint Zaw @  
Aung Min Zaw @ Hussein.

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with Zhao Kezhi, member of the CPC Central Committee and 
Minister of Public Security, in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

THE upgrade work on the 
Yangon-Mandalay railway 
will start in July, according 
to a report in Myawady Daily 
yesterday.

The upgrade will include 
work on rail tracks, fencing, 
repairs to bridges, and instal-
lation of modern technology 
and equipment.

“Myanma Railways (MR) 
has been upgrading the rail-
way sections, step by step, 
since 2017. MR is arranging 
to start the railway upgrade 
work in July,” said an official 
from MR. MR will implement 
the project, in cooperation 
with the Japan Internation-

al Cooperation Agency. The 
project is classified into three 
sections: Yangon-Taungoo, 
Taungoo-Yamethin and Yame-
thin-Mandalay. 

“We have to avoid errors 
and delays in the process. MR 
will have to present all reports 
to the relevant ministry. The 
only thing remaining is to sign 
the contract,” he added.

MR will also upgrade the 
Yangon-Mandalay railway sig-
nalling system. After upgrad-
ing the railway project, MR 
will run new train coaches at 
a speed of 100 kilometres per 
hour in less than eight hours.—
GNLM 

Yangon-Mandalay railway 
to be upgraded in July

Correction
Please read “1.89 million yuan” in the  seventh  sentence 
in fifth paragraph on  page-6  of 9 May Issue of the Global 
New Light of Myanmar in stead of “18.9 million yuan” in the 
story titled “Myanmar-China bilateral security, rule of law 
ministerial-level meeting held”.—Myanmar Police Force

which a call was made to the 
detonating phone was retrieved 
from the SIM card call record, 
and the suspect was found to 
be Aung Myint Zaw @ Aung 
Min Zaw @ Hussein, 20, son 
of U Thein Zaw @ Zarfaw Ali 
from Mamon Village Phakant 
Township, Ayezedi Ward, Myit-
kyina Town. He was absconding 
but the Myanmar Police Force 
continued to search for him and 
finally caught him in Aye Yeik 
Nyein male boarding house, 
67 Street, between 41 and 42 
Street, Mahamyaing Ward (1), 
Mahaaungmye Township at 6.15 
p.m. on 3 May 2018.

According to the initial in-

vestigation, the suspect was 
found to be a student attend-
ing Mandalay University of 
Pharmacy, while staying in 
Shwe Sin Min boarding house 
in front of the university. In 
June 2017, he was upset with 
the pictures and video files 
being shared on Facebook 
about the fake and propa-
ganda news about northern 
Rakhine State. He searched 
for information online on how 
to make explosive devices. 
He bought chemical com-
pounds readily available in 
the market and successfully 
conducted small-scale test 
explosions twice behind 
the Shwe Sin Min boarding 
house in August 2017. On 
the day of the incident, he 
put the chemical mixture 
he had prepared, together 
with the handset and scrap 
iron pieces, inside a plastic 
bag, and went to Sate Tara 
Mahi Ward, Chanayethazan 
Township, Mandalay Region, 
where a pagoda festival was 
being held in Thone Ze com-
pound Dhammayone. At the 
site, he attached the plastic 
bag to the handle of a parked 
motorcycle and left. Once 

he reached a safe distance 
from the pagoda festival site, 
he dialled the phone he had 
placed inside the plastic bag 
and heard an explosion. The 
next day, he left for his cous-
in’s house, who was staying in 
Ruili, China, and stayed there 
for a month. He came to Man-
dalay for some 20 days in No-
vember 2017 and stayed at his 
friend’s house on 59 Street, 
between 41 and 42 Street in 
Mahaaungmye Township, and 
then returned to live with his 
parents in Mamon Village. He 
came back to attend the third-
year course in the university 
in January 2018 and stayed at 
Shwe Sin Min boarding house. 
He had moved to Aye Yeik 
Nyein male boarding house 
on 67 Street, between 41 and 
42 Street, Mahamyaing Ward 
(1), Mahaaungmye Township, 
to attend the second semes-
ter, when he was arrested.

Action will be taken 
against the suspect accord-
ing to the law, while the po-
lice have requested the pub-
lic to report to the authorities 
on seeing any suspicious 
chemical (liquid or solid).— 
Myanmar News Agency 

According to the National Electri-
fication Project (NEP), the Rural 
Area Development Department 
is planning to install solar panels 
in 125 townships of states and 
regions, as of October this fiscal 
year, to provide electricity in rural 
areas, according to a report in 
Myawady Daily yesterday.

Poly Solar Company and 
Complant Lemi Company, which 
have won the tenders for the pro-
ject, will install solar panels in 12 
states and regions in two phas-
es. In the first phase, Poly Solar 
Company has already installed 
the solar panels, as of March. 
For the second phase, Complant 
Lemi Company started installing 
the solar panels in April. 

The companies will install 
solar panels in the villages with-
in the allotted period. The solar 
panels will be installed in the 
public building, said an official 
from the Rural Area Develop-
ment Department.

According to NEP, the solar 
panels will be installed in 88,019 
houses in 1,366 villages in 125 
townships in the 2018-2019 fiscal 
year. —GNLM 

Solar panels to 
be installed in 
125 townships of 
states, regions
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THE Joint Monitoring Commit-
tees (JMCs) on Ceasefire met for 
the second day of their second 
general meeting in the Lotte Ho-
tel in Yangon yesterday morning.

The meeting of the JMCs 
was held for two days on 8 and 9 
May and was attended by 97 out 
of 126 committee members of var-
ious levels of JMCs. Strengths, 
weaknesses and challenges of 
ceasefire works as well as ways 
of overcoming these were dis-
cussed in the meeting, said Joint 
Monitoring Committee at Union 
Level (JMC-U) secretary (1) Dr. 
Shwe Kha.

During the two-day meet-
ing, increasing the formation 
of Joint Monitoring Committee 
Local-level (JMC-L), formation 
of Local Civilians Monitoring 
(LCM) groups, strengthening the 
contact between JMC member 
armed organisations, smoother 
running of office works as well 
as detailed status, successes and 
difficulties faced by all levels of 
JMCs were discussed.

In addition to this, future 
works such as JMC member 
armed organisations building 
trust and getting to know each 
other, informing the public of ac-
tions taken for complaints, con-
ducting capacity building courses 
for JMC members and members 
of technical assistance office of 
the JMCs were also discussed 
in the meeting. Fifteen decisions 
and two records were made.

Yesterday’s meeting was at-

The central committee and 
work committees of the Hlut-
taw held a work coordination 
meeting yesterday in Nay Ptyi 
Taw, discussing holding meet-
ings of the eighth regular ses-
sion of the 2nd Hluttaw.

At the meeting, Speaker 
of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Mahn 
Win Khaing Than, said, in his 
capacity as the patron of the 
central committee for holding 
Hluttaw meetings, that the up-
coming meetings will mainly 
focus drafing the budget bill 
and will also discuss remaining 
bills at respective Hluttaws.

Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw 
U T Khun Myat said, in his 

capacity as the patron of the 
central committee on holding 
meetings of Hluttaw, that said 
that he inspected the places 
where the Hluttaw members 
will stay, suggesting to open 
the clinics before MPs arrive 
there.

Union Ministers, Chair-
man of the Nay Pyi Taw 
Council, deputy ministers and 
officials also reported on ar-
rangments for the upcoming 
meetings of the Hluttaw.

The meeting ended with 
concluding remarks by the 
Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker and 
Pyidaungsu Hlutaw Speaker.—
Myanmar News Agency

Joint Monitoring Committee makes 
15 decisions on second day meeting

tended by chairmen and mem-
bers of JMC-U, Joint Monitoring 
Committee at Region and State 
Levels (JMC-S), JMC-L and 
members of technical assistance 
offices of the JMCs, 

“In addition to strengths and 
weaknesses, challenges were 
also discussed in the two-day 
meeting. Overcoming the chal-
lenges of the difficulties in com-
munication among JMC-S and 
JMC-L were discussed. Another 
matter discussed was forming 
ward and village level LCMs and 
conducting courses to raise the 
capacities of technical assistance 
offices members,” said JMC-U 

secretary (2) Col. Wunna Aung.
Responding to questions 

raised by the media on the two-
day meeting, JMC-U Secretary 
(1) Dr. Shwe Kha said, “Local 
level commanders were told to 
conduct meetings to built under-
standing, trust and becoming fa-
miliar among each other to avoid 
(armed) conflicts. Furthermore, 
discussion on holding meetings 
involving senior commanders 
and groups from the headquar-
ters was also discussed. It was 
decided not to hold meetings and 
discussion only between local lev-
el commanders, but also top level 
commanders as well.”

On the matter of arranging 
meetings for local level com-
manders, JMC-U secretary (2) 
Col. Wunna Aung said, “The Tat-
madaw holds a joint discussion 
because this is a joint committee. 
The aim is for the local level com-
mander to get to know each other 
and to make it easier for them 
to build trust. If they don’t know 
each other, trust can’t be built. 
That is why it was decided for 
local level commanders to meet 
under the arrangement of JMC-S 
after each JMC-S meeting was 
conducted.”

He added that conducting 
courses to raise capabilities is 

one of the works of the JMC. 
Courses for JMCs and courses 
on NCA, COC and TOR for mem-
bers of armed organisations will 
be conducted, said Col. Wunna 
Aung in reply to questions raised 
by the media.

The JMC is forming JMC-S 
in Shan, Kayin, Bago, Mon and 
Taninthayi and JMC-L in Langk-
ho and Hpapun, it is learnt. JMCs 
had received 411 complaints,  
out of which some 334 were re-
solved.

Members of the media were 
not permitted to enter the meet-
ing room during the second day 
meeting.—Ye Khaung Nyunt 

Coordinating meeting discusses holding 2nd Hluttaw’s eighth regular session

The second day of Joint Monitoring Committee meeting held in Yangon. PHOTO: PE ZAW GYI

Speaker of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Mahn Win Khaing Than addresses the coordination meeting of the 
central committee and work committees of the Hluttaw yesterday in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA
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Expand export 
crops in 
favourable areas 
nationwide
The agricultural sector is the backbone of Myanmar’s economy. The 
country’s economic development depends mainly on agricultural 
productivity, which sets the goals for the all-round development 
programmes.

Historically and at present, the agricultural sector is the main 
livelihood for the majority of the people.

As a result of an increase in investment, Myanmar’s agriculture 
sector has prospects for growth.

Myanmar’s rice exports this fiscal year was more than 3 million 
tons, the most in over 70 years. This will be remembered as the 
start of a return as one of the region’s top rice exporters.

Currently, Myanmar’s fruits and vegetables are flowing into 
Singapore and Taiwan, in addition to China. And we are making 
efforts for the fruits and vegetables market to gain access to Rus-

sia and the UAE (United Arab 
Emirates).

In addition to watermelons 
and muskmelons, the country 
exports grapes, pineapples, ba-
nanas, dragon fruit (pitaya) and 
mangoes.

Our country needs to expand 
the growing of crops as much as 
possible in areas throughout the 
country.

The Rakhine State Govern-
ment is planning to cultivate gin-
ger in Rakhine State as a pilot 

project with the cooperation of local entrepreneurs, according to 
the Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (UMFCCI).

To be able to cultivate ginger in Rakhine State, the UMFCCI 
and Rakhine State Chambers of Commerce and Industry (RSCCI) 
will provide 1,000 viss of ginger seeds, while the Myanmar Fruit, 
Flower and Vegetable Producers and Exporters Association (MFVP) 
will provide technical assistance. 

The groups are planning to cultivate several acres of ginger in 
four townships — Kyaukpyu, Ponnagyun, Buthidaung and Maung-
taw — as a pilot project in Rakhine State with the investment of 
the Public Development Committee in Kyauktaw Township and 
the Cooperative Society in Rakhine State.

If the project is successful, they will extend the ginger cultiva-
tion project across the Rakhine State.

Myanmar exports the ginger to Bangladesh and earns around 
US$3 million annually. Currently, ginger is cultivated mainly in the 
southern part of Shan State. If our cultivation in Rakhine State is 
successful, we can export the ginger to Bangladesh directly, which 
can reduce transport costs.

Rakhine State has a favourable climate and environment for 
growing ginger. We have already had a ginger market in America, the 
Netherlands and Germany. But we could even fulfill demand from 
Bangladesh. An acre of ginger produces approximately 8,000 visses.

This can be an excellent model for our country. We need to 
make more efforts for growing crops which are currently gaining 
a foothold in the export market. 

In addition to rice, various types of pulses such as mung beans, 
pigeon peas, green grams, peanuts, sesame seeds, and fruits and 
vegetables, including corn, watermelons, muskmelons, mangoes, 
as well as onion, ginger, dried tea leaves and coffee beans, among 
other things, are shipped to foreign countries.

Today is the time to support the farmers as the agriculture 
sector continues to play a large part in development of the country.

Today is the time 
to support the 
farmers as the 
agriculture sector 
continues to play 
a large part in 
development of 
the country.

By Dr.Zaw Htun Lin  
(M.Sc/ Medicine)

E
ACH year 8 May is 
celebrated as the 
World Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Day in 

honour of Henry Dunant’s birth-
day(born 8 May, 1828) as he was 
a philanthropist who founded 
the International Committee 
of the Red Cross and won the 
First Nobel Peace Prize.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent movement is an 
international humanitarian 
movement with approximately 
97 million volunteers, members 
and staff worldwide. Swiss 
businessman Henry Dunant 
arrived by chance in a small 
village of Solferino, Italy during 
the Battle of Solferino. He 
wrote about tragic events of the 
terrible aftermath of the battle, 
the suffering of the wounded 
soldiers and the near-total lack 
of medical attendance and basic 
care in a book entitled “ A Mem-
ory of Solferino 1862”. He was 
shocked by the tragic events of 
about 40,000 soldiers on both 
sides died or were left wounded 
on the field in a single day of 
24 June, 1859. He completely 
abandoned the original intent 
of his trip and for several days 
he devoted himself to helping 
with treatment and care for the 
wounded. He took a point in or-
ganizing an overwhelming level 
of relief assistance with local 
villagers without discrimination. 
Back in Geneva, he published 
the book using his own money. 
He sent copies of the book to 
leading political and military 
leaders across Europe and peo-
ple he thought could help him 
make a change. In addition to 
penning of vivid description of 
his experiences in Solferino, he 
explicitly advocated the forma-
tion of national voluntary relief 
organizations to help nurse 
wounded soldiers in the case of 
war and experience after the 
Battle of Solferino. One year 
after the publication of the book 
in1863, movements for forma-
tion of International Committee 

World Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Day

of the Red Cross started.
The International Red 

Cross Committee laid down 
the following basic principles 
in Geneva, Switzerland on 29 
October, 1863:

1. To organize national 
committees for helping 
wounded soldiers

2. To  protect the wounded 
soldiers by means of a 
neutral position

3. To utilize voluntary 

service of local populace 
in helping wounded 
soldiers in the field.

4. To carry out basic prin-
ciples of the Red Cross, 
more conventions have 
to be organized.

5. Red Cross members 
have to wear white arm-
bands with red cross 
symbols in order to 
distinguish them from 
soldiers on both sides.

A year later, the Swiss 
government invited the govern-
ments of all European countries 
as well as the United States, 
Brazil and Mexico to attend 
official diplomatic conference. 
Sixteen countries sent a total of 
26 delegates to Geneva. On 22 
August, 1864, the Conference 
adopted the First Geneva Con-
vention” for the Amelioration of 
the Condition of the Wounded in 
the Armies in the Field.” Rep-

resentatives of 12 States and 
kingdoms signed the Conven-
tion. Ten articles were included 
in the Convention: basic rights 
of wartime prisoners; protec-
tions for wounded and sick and 
for civilians in and  around a 
war zone. No discrimination, 
impartiality and protections are 
also included so that Red Cross 
volunteers could help nurse 
the wounded or sick in the field 
safely.

Formations of Red Cross 
societies started country-wise 
for the first time: Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Prussia, 
Spain and Wurttemberg were 
included; Major Louris Appia 
from Wurttemberg and Charles 
Vande Velde from Dutch Army 
became Red Cross represent-
atives of independence, impar-
tiality and neutrality.

International Conference 
of National Aid Societies for the 
Nursing of the War Wounded 
was held in Geneva in1867. 
The formations of Red Cross 
societies in European Countries 
followed several years later. 
In 1876, the Committee adopt-
ed the name” International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC), which is still official 
designation today. In addition, 
almost all countries signed the 
Geneva Convention. The ICRC 
has become an international 
humanitarian and voluntary 
movement which has become 
known worldwide.

The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross promulgat-
ed rules and regulations in 1921;  
aid to the poor, universality, 
independence and impartiality 
were added to the agreement. 
In 1948, seven basic princi-
ples emerged in the names of 
humanity, impartiality ,neutral-
ity, independence, voluntary 
service, unity and universality. 
These principles were ratified  
for the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent  movement in 20th 
Conference of the ICRC held in 
Vienna, Austria.

Myanmar and the Red Cross
As Myanmar people are 

usually in the habit of giving 

aids to the poor, making a 
donation to charity and  giving 
offerings to monks, the basic 
principles of the ICRC  are not 
strange to them. The Myanmar 
Red Cross Society was formed 
in 1920 and has become a mem-
ber of the ICRC after signing 
the Geneva Convention.

The Myanmar Red Cross 
get involved in different types 
of voluntary services: Allevi-
ation of poverty, the interests 
of public health, prevention of 
infectious diseases and people 
affected by natural disasters; 
the programs are being carried 
out to help the people and their 
cases regardless of race and 
religion, the rich and poor cov-
ering all areas of Regions, rural 
and urban communities. Red 
Cross societies are formed ex-
tensively not only in universities 
and colleges but also  in wards 
, villages and towns across the 
country.

The achievements by the 
Myanmar Red Cross were clear-
ly seen when Sai Aung Hlaing 
Myint was awarded the Henry 
Dunant Medal in 1977. His 
achievement was an important 
milestone in the history of the 
Myanmar Red Cross. Myanmar 
Red Cross, in close cooperation 
with International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent and other red 
cross societies from around the 
world, carried out successfully 
in the rescue and rehabilita-
tion tasks for damages hit by 
extremely severe storm Nargis 
in 2008 when nearly one hundred 
and fifty thousand people were 
perished in the worst natural 
disaster in Myanmar. That noble 
task was also a milestone for the 
Myanmar Red Cross.

Therefore , on the auspi-
cious day of the International 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
which falls on 8 May each year, 
humanitarian assistance should 
be rendered regardless of race, 
religion, the rich and poor, and 
disastrous areas far and near 
by means of active participation 
under the supervision of the 
International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent.

Translated by Arakan Sein

Myanmar Red Cross Society.

By Nyi Tu (The Mirror)

SOME 14 adult and six baby birds of Myanmar’s native 
black-bellied tern, which is on the verge of extinction, were 
conserved along Ayeyawady River in 2018. 

Ayeyawady and Chindwhin rivers are the habitats of the 
endangered bird species, according to the 2012 survey of Wildlife 
Conservation Society (Myanmar). 

Currently, the bird species are found along Ayeyawady River, 
said Ko Naing Lin, in charge of Ayeyawady Delta Region of WCS.

Some six black-bellied terns and a small baby bird were found 
near Tagaung Town in 2016, and six terns and two baby birds were 
found near Yenangyoung town. This year, eight adult terns and 
three baby birds were seen around Tagaung area, while six other 
birds and three small birds were also seen around Yenangyaung 
town, he said. 

“Black-bellied terns usually mate between February and 
May, and they build their nests in breeding colonies along less 
accessible areas such as river sandbanks,” said Ko Pyae Phyo 
Aung, assistance researcher from WCS (Myanmar).

“They keep laying eggs close to each other. The incubation 
and hatching period takes 22 days. They start to fly after 23 days. 
They are extremely protective of their young and attack anyone 
approaching them,” he added.

The bird species was found in South East Asia, Bangladesh, 
India and Pakistan. Now, a small population is found only in 
Myanmar in South East Asia. Rampant hunting has led to their 
extinction. For instance, the terns were once found and recorded 
in Cambodia and Mekong River in 2012.  

Thus, the forest department is carrying out conservation 
activities, in cooperation with WCS (Myanmar), along with the 
local people. 

The terns are threatened due to the agriculture business on 
sandbanks, which are their habitats, besides domestic animals 
and erratic weather conditions.

Black-bellied tern 
conserved in Tagaung, 
Yenangyoung towns 
along Ayeyawady River

A Black-bellied Tern captured in Chindwin.  
PHOTO: WCS MYANMAR
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A MEETING of the Myanmar 
Parliamentary Union (MPU) 
was held at the Zabuthiri meet-
ing hall in the Hluttaw Building 
yesterday in Nay Pyi Taw.

In his opening speech, MPU 
Chairman and Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw Speaker and Amyotha Hlut-
taw Mahn Win Khaing Than in-
formed the speakers and deputy 
speakers from region and state 
Hluttaws about the formation 
of the Myanmar Parliamentary 
Union (MPU), pledging that the 
committee will help the regional 
and state Hluttaws to solve their 
difficulties.

He also explained the rules 
for the MPs on their foreign vis-
its.

The aim of the formation of 
the committee is to help region 
and state Hluttaws, not to influ-
ence them, said Speaker Mahn 
Win Khaing Than.

Union Attorney-General meets 
with officials from My Justice

MPU meeting held in Nay Pyi Taw

MPU Vice Chairman Py-
ithu Hluttaw Speaker U T Khun 
Myat said plans are underway 
to amend the laws and rules 
of the Pyidaungsu, Pyithu and 
Amyotha Hluttaws in order to 
solve the current difficulties at 

the ground level.
He also advised the speak-

ers and deputy speakers of 
regional and state Hluttaws to 
review the laws of the regional 
and state Hluttaws in order to 
prevent differences. 

He also urged the partici-
pants of the meeting to openly 
discuss the issues at the meeting.

MPU Secretary Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U Aye 
Tha Aung explained the resolu-
tions and performances of the 

MPU meeting (2/2018). 
Member of MPU Pyithu 

Hluttaw Deputy Speaker U Tun 
Aung (a) U Tun Tun Hein clar-
ified the Hluttaw performanc-
es after which the MPU Office 
Head, Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Office 
Director General U Kyaw Soe 
explained the regions and states 
administrative matters. This was 
followed by speakers and deputy 
speakers of state and regional 
parliaments attending the meet-
ing explaining each parliament’s 
matters and status of works.

The meeting ended with 
concluding remarks by the Py-
ithu Hluttaw Speaker and the 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker.

The meeting was attend-
ed by 13 States/Regions Hlut-
taw Speakers and one Deputy 
Speaker and officials from Hlut-
taw offices. — Myanmar News 
Agency      

e-Government implementation stepped up

THE work committee on imple-
menting the e-Government held 
its first coordination meeting 
yesterday, discussing priorities 
for implementing the task.

Speaking at the meeting, U 
Thaung Tun, Union Minister for 
the Office of the Union Govern-
ment, also the chairman of the 
working committee, stressed 
the need to speed up the meas-
ures to be taken periodically and 
to gain quick win.

He urged the participants 
of the meeting to discuss for-
mation of sub committees which 
will carry out survey on e-gov-
ernment works being practiced 
at the governmental offices and 
establishing Ne-ID system.

Afterwards, Union Minis-
ter for Transport and Commu-
nications U Thant Sin Maung, 
the deputy chairman of the 
e-Government implementation 
work committee, explained that 
measures are being taken to 
draft Cyber Legal and Policy 
Framework (Cyber Law) is be-
ing drafted with the loan of the 
World Bank targeting to com-
plete the draft in early 2019.

The Union Minister also 
stressed the need to make the 
best of use of mobile network 
which is expected to cover about 
90 per cent of the country’s pop-
ulation.

The Ministry of Transpor-
tation and Communications is 

implementing the project of 
establishing an e-Government 
Integrated Data Centre in co-
operation with the Economic 
Development Cooperation Fund 
from the Republic of Korea to 
boost government e-services.

He also stressed the need to 
form a monitoring team to mon-
itor the e-government works of 
the governmental institutions.

Afterwards, Union Min-
ister for Labour, Immigration 
and Population U Thein Swe 
explained the e-ID project.

The representatives of 
the ministries concerned also 
took part in the discussion at 
the meeting.— Myanmar News 
Agency      

Union Attorney-General U Tun 
Tun Oo received My Justice 
team leader Ms. Caitlin Re-
gien, Program Manager Mr. 
Vaclav Svejda, and Head of EU 
delegation of Cooperation Dr. 
Johann Hesse at the Union At-
torney-General office in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday.

During the meeting, they 
discussed the matters related 

to the correlation between rule 
of law and peace process, judi-
ciary sectors, technicians who 
are setting up some mobile ap-
plications for fundamental rights 
of the people.

Also present at the meet-
ing were Directors-General, 
Deputy-Directors General and 
other officials.—Myanmar News 
Agency      

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than delivers the opening speech at the MPU meeting in Nay 
Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

The first coordination meeting for e-Government implementation held in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

Union Attorney-General U Tun Tun Oo receives My Justice delegation 
led by Ms. Caitlin Regien in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

Correction
The article headlined “WY stimulant tablets seized in Nay 
Pyi Taw” on Page 10 of yesterday’s Global New Light of My-
anmar contained errors. The seizure of the drugs occurred in 
Yathaydaung, Rakhine State, not Nay Pyi Taw. The headline 
should have read “WY stimulant tablets seized in Rakhine”, 
and the first paragraph of the article should have read, “A 
drugs eradication team seized 1,700,000 stimulat tablets worth 
over Ks4.8 billion yesterday in Thawon Chaung Checkpoint in 
Yathedaung, Rakhine State”.
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Kachin State Government 
assists more than 4,000 
displaced people

HAPPY 42nd BIRTHDAY TO  
SAYARMA MAYFLORA  

(10th MAY 2018)

U.S.A (Ko Ko)

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V SIMA PERFECT VOY. NO. ( 039N/S )
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SIMA 

PERFECT VOY. NO. ( 039N/S ) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 10-5-2018 and cargo will 
be discharged into the premises of HPT where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S NEW GOLDEN SEA 
SHIPPING LINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V SINAR BIMA VOY. NO. ( 406N )

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SINAR 
BIMA VOY. NO. ( 406N ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 10-5-2018 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING 
LIINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V ARCA VOY. NO. ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ARCA VOY. 
NO. ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving 
on 10-5-2018 and cargo will be discharged into the 
premises of M.I.T.T where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT 
(S’PORE) PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V ALS SUZURAN VOY. NO. ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ALS 
SUZURAN VOY. NO. ( ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 10-5-2018 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of AWPT where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S INTERASIA LINES
Phone No: 2301185

Dr. Khet Aung, Chief Min-
ister of Kachin State, said 
the authorities has spent 
about 200 million kyat on 
assisting the residents who 
are stranded in the jungle 
amid armed conflicts in the 
state.

“Armed conflict be-
tween the Tatmadaw and 
KIO began in April. The 
residents near the conflict 
areas fled their homes. 
Our government, Red 
Cross and social and reli-
gious organizations have 
helped them as much as 
possible,” said Dr. Khat 
Aung at the meeting the 
media delegation yester-
day in Myitkyina.

To evacuate and assist 
the residents in the con-
flict areas, the Kachin State 
Government formed four 
working committees and 
send them to four differ-
ent areas to observe the 
situation.

The media team ar-
rived Myitkyina, Kachin 
State, yesterday and visited 
churches where displaced 
people are sheltering.

They visited a church 
at Myitson Village where 
about 1,200 people from 18 
villages have been shelter-
ing since 26th April.

The journalists also 
visited Kawakha Village 
in Naungnan Village-tract 
and met with villagers who 
fled their homes due to the 
armed conflicts.

About 780 villagers are 
sheltering at the church in 
Kawakha Village.

About 160 villagers are 
trapped in Injayan amid 
fighting between the Tat-
mdaw and KIA.

“They said they want 
to return home and want 
to live in their villages at 
peace,” said Father U Di 
La Khaung of the church.—
Myanmar News Agency 
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JERUSALEM  — Israel has 
given a Human Rights Watch 
director two weeks to leave the 
country, accusing him of promot-
ing a boycott, in a move the rights 
group said sought to muzzle crit-
icism.

The interior ministry said 
on Tuesday it had terminated 
the residency permit of HRW’s 
Israel and Palestine director 
Omar Shakir, a US citizen, over 
accusations that he supported a 
boycott of Israel.

“Following the recommen-
dations of the Ministry of Stra-
tegic Affairs, containing informa-

tion that Shakir has been a BDS 
activist for years supporting the 
boycott of Israel in an active way, 
the ministry has decided to ter-
minate (his) residence permit,” 
the interior ministry said in a 
statement.

Israeli officials have clamped 
down on groups seen as support-
ing the global campaign for BDS 
(boycott, divestment and sanc-
tions), which aims to pressure 
Israel to end its occupation of the 
Palestinian territories. HRW has 
written several critical reports 
about the Israeli occupation of 
the Palestinian territories.

Israel’s government, seen as 
the most right-wing in the coun-
try’s history, has been accused 
of putting pressure on both in-
ternational and local rights or-
ganisations.

Shakir, who received permis-

sion to work in Israel in April 
2017, months after being barred 
from the country, now has 14 days 
to leave, the New York-based 
rights group said.

“This is not about Shakir, but 
rather about muzzling Human 

Rights Watch and shutting down 
criticism of Israel’s rights re-
cord,” HRW said in a statement.

“Neither Human Rights 
Watch nor its representative, 
Shakir, promotes boycotts of Is-
rael.”—AFP 

Israel accused Human Rights Watch’s local director of supporting the campaign to boycott the country.  
PHOTO: AFP

Israel gives 
HRW director 
two weeks to 
leave country

PARIS — European powers and 
China rushed on Wednesday to 
defend a landmark deal curb-
ing Iran’s nuclear programme 
after President Donald Trump 
pulled the United States out of 
the agreement and reimposed 
sanctions on Tehran.

Trump’s move risks over-
turning years of diplomacy, wors-
ening instability in the Middle 
East and threatens foreign com-
panies’ business in Iran worth 
billions of dollars.

“The risks of confronta-
tion are real,” warned France’s 
Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le 
Drian, adding Europe would act 
to “avoid the explosion (of con-
flict) that risks happening if... no 
measures are taken.”

Iran reacted furiously to 
Trump’s decision, with law-
makers burning a US flag and 
chanting “Death to America” in 
the Iranian parliament. But its 
regional rivals Saudi Arabia and 
Israel applauded the US move.

Protecting business in 
Iran 

European powers and key 
trading power China vowed to 
save the accord and protect com-
panies operating in the country.

Trump’s advisor John Bol-
ton said earlier that European 
firms doing business in Iran 

now have a six month deadline 
to wind up investments or risk 
US sanctions.

European governments 
are going “to do everything to 
protect the interests” of their 
companies, said an official in the 
French presidency, who asked 
not to be named.

But Iran’s supreme leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said Iran 
too would quit the nuclear deal 
unless Europeans offered solid 
guarantees that trade relations 
would continue.

“If you don’t succeed in ob-
taining a definitive guarantee 
— and I really doubt that you 
can — at that moment, we can-
not continue like this,” he told 
Iran’s government in a televised 
speech.

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesman Geng Shuang said 
China will maintain “normal 
economic and trade exchang-
es” with Iran despite Trump’s 
decision.

Beijing will “remain in dia-
logue with all parties and contin-
ue to devote itself to safeguard 
and implement the deal,” he 
said.

‘Economic policeman’  
Slapping aside more than 

a decade and a half of diploma-
cy by Britain, China, France, 

Germany, Iran, Russia and 
past US administrations,  
Trump called for a “new and 
lasting deal”.

Trump described the 2015 
accord as an “embarrassment” 
to the US that did nothing to con-
tain Iran’s nuclear ambitions.

In response, the foreign 
ministers of France, Britain 
and Germany will meet Iranian 
representatives next Monday “to 
consider the entire situation,” Le 
Drian told RTL radio.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron will also speak with 
his Iranian counterpart Has-
san Rouhani by telephone on 
Wednesday afternoon about “our 
wish to stay in the agreement,” 
Le Drian said.

In separate comments, 
French Economy Minister Bru-
no Le Maire said that it was “not 
acceptable” for the US to be the 
“economic policeman of the 
planet”.

‘Bomb threat’ 
Trump said a deal with Iran 

would have to include not just 
deeper restrictions on its nuclear 
programme, but on its ballistic 
missiles and support for militant 
groups across the Middle East.

“We will not allow American 
cities to be threatened with de-
struction,” he said.

“We will not allow a regime 
that chants ‘Death to America’ 
to gain access to the most deadly 
weapons on Earth.”

Iranian President Rouhani 
said Iran could resume uranium 
enrichment “without limit” in 
response to Trump’s announce-
ment.

But he said Iran would dis-
cuss its response with other 
parties to the deal before an-
nouncing a decision.

Trump warned: “If the 
regime continues its nuclear 
aspirations, it will have bigger 
problems than it has ever had 
before.”

Blow for Europe 
The decision marked a stark 

diplomatic defeat for Europe, 
whose leaders begged the US 
leader to think again.

In a joint statement, Ger-
many’s Angela Merkel, Britain’s 
Theresa May and France’s Ma-
cron voiced their “regret and 
concern” at Trump’s decision.

Bolton insisted that cooper-
ation with Europe on Iran was 
not over.

The US will “work with the 
Europeans and others not only 
on the nuclear issue but on Iran’s 
ballistic missile development, its 
continuing support for terrorism 
and its military activities that 

jeopardise our friends,” he told 
Fox News.
‘Bold decision’ 

Trump’s decision offers him 
a domestic political victory, ful-
filling a longstanding campaign 
promise.

But the long term impact 
for US foreign policy and for the 
Middle East was less clear.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Wednesday 
said that the United States will 
“lose in the end” from its de-
cision.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu strongly sup-
ported the move.

Saudi Arabia’s foreign min-
istry said it supported Trump’s 
move and the sanctions. It said it 
will take all necessary measures 
to prevent oil supply shortages 
following the move. Like Saudi 
Arabia, Iran is a major crude 
producer.

Some analysts also warned 
the move would complicate US 
efforts to reach an agreement 
with North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un over his country’s own 
more advanced weapons pro-
gramme.

Former CIA director 
John Brennan said Trump’s 
move “gave North Korea 
more reason to keep its  
nukes”.—AFP 

Europe, China defend Iran nuclear deal after US pullout 
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Iran lawmakers burn 
US flag in parliament

A handout picture from the Iranian Parliament shows MPs preparing to burn a US flag in the parliament’s 
chamber in Tehran on 9 May, 2018. PHOTO: AFP

TEHRAN  —  Iranian lawmak-
ers burned an American flag and 
cried “Death to America” in par-
liament on Wednesday to pro-
test President Donald Trump’s 
decision to withdraw from the 
multi-party nuclear deal.

Images shown on various 
Iranian media showed an MP 
brandishing the paper flag and 
burning it in the centre of the 
parliament chamber.

A conservative lawmaker, 
MojtabaZolnour, joined him and 
burned a copy of the nuclear 

agreement.
Several dozen deputies 

joined them in shouting “Death 
to America”, a favoured slogan 
of Iranian conservatives.

“Be careful not to burn 
down the parliament,” speaker 
Ali Larijani said from the po-
dium.

Iranian officials have con-
demned Trump’s decision to 
pull out of the 2015 deal, which 
had lifted sanctions in exchange 
for curbs to Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme.—AFP     

Turkey coup ‘ringleaders’ face 252 life sentences each
ANKARA —  Turkish prosecu-
tors on Wednesday demanded 
that former generals suspected 
of being the ringleaders of a failed 
2016 coup be handed 252 life sen-
tences.

The trial in Ankara is the 
most significant in a series be-
ing held across the country to 
bring to justice tens of thousands 
of people charged over the coup 
aimed at ousting President Re-
cepTayyipErdogan.

Several of the suspects on 
trial are accused of leading the 
so-called “Peace At Home Coun-
cil”, the name the plotters are 
said to have given themselves 
the night of the failed overthrow.

They include ex-air force 
commander Akin Ozturk, Meh-
met Disli, the brother of senior 
ruling party figure SabanDisli 
and colonel Ali Yazici, Erdogan’s 
former military aide.

Prosecutors called for these 
figures and other members of the 
so-called “Peace At Home Coun-
cil” to be given 252 aggravated 
life sentences each, the official 
Anadolu news agency reported.

The Dogan news agency de-
scribed the sentencing requests 
as a “record” in Turkey.

The aggravated life sentence 

is a life sentence with more se-
vere detention conditions and 
was brought in after Turkey 
abolished the death penalty.

It is common in Turkey for 
serious criminals to be given 
multiple life sentences. Erdogan 
has at times mooted bringing in 
the death penalty for the coup 
suspects, but no concrete steps 
have ever been taken.

Turkey blames the 15 July, 

2016 coup attempt on Muslim 
cleric FethullahGulen, a claim 
he strongly denies.

Gulen, who lives in self-im-
posed exile in the United States, 
is among several suspects 
named in the indictment but 
who are on the run.

The prosecutors also de-
manded that the suspects be 
held responsible for the blood-
shed on the coup night and be 

given an additional 55,880 years 
in jail for this, Anadolu said.

The attempted coup left 
249 people dead, not counting 
24 coup-plotters killed on the 
night of the putsch.

Turkish authorities have 
launched a vast crackdown in 
the wake of the coup bid and 
arrested tens of thousands with 
alleged links to the Gulen group 
and Kurdish militants.—AFP     

Turkish prosecutors demand heavy life sentences for former airforce commander Akin Ozturk 
and other senior military officers on trial for their role in a 2016 failed coup against President 
RecepTayyipErdogan.  PHOTO:AFP 

Saudi air 
defences 
intercept two 
missiles over 
Riyadh

RIYADH — Saudi Arabia’s air 
defences intercepted two bal-
listic missiles over the capital 
Riyadh on Wednesday, state tel-
evision said, the latest in a series 
of attacks claimed by rebels in 
neighbouring Yemen.

Two explosions were heard 
in the city, according to an AFP 
photographer.

A spokesman for the Sau-
di-led coalition said Saudi air 
defences hours earlier had also 
intercepted a ballistic missile 
originating from Yemen and tar-
geting Saudi Arabia’s southern 
city of Jizan. 

Yemen’s Huthi rebels quick-
ly claimed responsibility for at-
tacking “Riyadh Dry Port and 
other economic targets” in the 
Saudi capital with Burkan 2H bal-
listic missiles. The rebels also 
claimed the Jizan attack, via their 
Al-Masirah TV. Riyadh has long 
accused its regional rival Tehran 
of supplying the Huthis with bal-
listic missiles.

Saudi Arabia launched a mil-
itary coalition in Yemen in 2015, 
aimed at rolling back the Huthis 
and restoring the internationally 
recognised government to power.

The Huthis have in recent 
months intensified missile at-
tacks against Saudi Arabia.

The latest salvo came a 
day after US President Donald 
Trump exited the Iran nuclear 
agreement, which he criticised 
for not including measures to 
curb Tehran’s ballistic missile 
programme. —AFP     

Suicide bombers, gunmen attack Kabul police stations

KABUL —  Suicide bombers and 
gunmen launched apparent co-
ordinated attacks on two Kabul 
police stations on Wednesday, 
with officials saying at least one 
of the assaults is ongoing.

AFP journalists heard a 
series of loud explosions in the 
heart of the Afghan capital fol-

lowed by volleys of gunfire that 
were confirmed by Afghan offi-
cials and witnesses.

In the first attack a suicide 
bomber blew himself up outside 
a police station in the west of the 
city, sparking an intense gunfight 
between other militants and of-
ficers, interior ministry spokes-

man Najib Danish told AFP.
Ariana TV footage showed 

a thick plume of black smoke 
rising into the sky while a photo 
posted on Twitter purportedly 
of the west Kabul police station 
showed a building on fire.

The second attack took 
place in front of a police station 

in Shar-e-Nawneighbourhood in 
central Kabul, Danish said.

“Two attackers who tried 
to enter the police compound 
were shot dead,” the spokesman 
added. The attack on the first 
police station has ended while 
the operation at the second is 
ongoing, Danish said.—AFP     
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Britain’s Prince Harry and Meghan Markle will get married in Windsor on 
19 May. PHOTO: AFP

LONDON — As a whirlwind of 
pomp descends on Britain for 
the wedding of Prince Harry 
and Meghan Markle, republican 
campaigner Graham Smith will 
heave a disapproving sigh.

Smith and other members of 
anti-monarchy campaign group 
Republic regard the 19 May event 
as just another showbiz sideshow.

“It’s not a lot different from 
the international fascination with 
the Kardashians,” Smith, Repub-
lic’s chief executive, told AFP this 
week in front of Buckingham 
Palace. “It’s just another celeb-
rity angle, if you like, or another 
celebrity story,” he said, as tour-
ists swarmed outside the official 
residence of Queen Elizabeth II.

Founded in 1983 as a niche 
group with only a handful of 
members, Republic was official-
ly incorporated as a campaign 
group in 2006. Today they claim 
a 40,000-strong following which 
has the forthcoming fuss over 

the royal wedding in their sights. 
Smith said they see it as the latest 
effort to “shore up” the future 
of the crown. “I’m very happy 
for the couple and wish them all 
the best. But it is a private event 
which they have then turned into 
a major public spectacle, which 

is going to cost the taxpayer an 
awful lot of money.

“And it’s going to be used for 
saturation PR for the royal brand 
and I think that’s where the prob-
lem comes in,” he said. Smith 
listed the grievances his group 
has with Britain’s monarchy: “It’s 

opposed by quite a lot of people. 
It’s fairly divisive and it is com-
pletely unaccountable, it’s very 
secretive.” “And so it projects this 
sort of more benign brand as a 
way of protecting itself from scru-
tiny and criticism.” “That brand is 
all about fairytale romances and 
weddings and babies.”

‘Co-opted by the royal 
machinery’ 

According to a poll published 
last year by market research 
agency Opinium, 65 percent of 
British adults want to keep the 
monarchy while 19 per cent sup-
port a republican model.

Republic propose abolishing 
the monarchy and replacing the 
Queen with an elected head of 
state. As an American, divorced, 
mixed-race former actress, 
Markle stands out among royal 
spouses past and has been seen 
as a breath of fresh air for the 
monarchy. But Smith remains un-

convinced. “She’s allowed herself 
to be completely co-opted by the 
royal machinery,” he said.

“She’s had her social me-
dia closed down, she’s now very 
much managed by people that 
manage the public appearances 
of the rest of royals. “This isn’t 
the monarchy opening up to the 
rest of us, it’s Harry marrying 
one person who is then subsumed 
into the royal brand and the doors 
are then closed behind her.”

On the wedding day itself, 
Republic will be hosting a inter-
national conference in London 
— featuring allies from similar 
movements across the world.

Its doors will be open to an-
yone fed up with the royal circus 
and the “bills for policing and 
disruption to businesses”.

“On the day of the wedding 
we’re going to be in the vast ma-
jority of people who aren’t going 
to be paying any attention to it,” 
Smith said.—AFP 

As royal wedding hype builds, republican begs to differ

Norwegian virtuoso Leif Ove Andsnes, seen here at the piano in Lincoln Centre’s David Geffen Hall on 2 May, 
2018, tackles Chopin’s famous Ballades in his latest CD. PHOTO: AFP

NEW YORK — When he sat down 
to his longtime goal of recording 
Chopin’s famously demanding 
Ballades, the pianist Leif Ove 
Andsnes knew he had to choose 
the right space.

The Norwegian virtuoso, 
who has spent the past season 
as the artist-in-residence at the 
New York Philharmonic, has de-
veloped an intuition on the rela-
tionship between settings and the 
great composers whose works he 
brings to life. “With Beethoven, 
for instance, I feel that he speaks 
to the crowd — he’s sort of deliv-
ering a speech in an extremely 
profound way. But with Chopin — 
and the same with Schumann — 
you feel it’s very much between 
two persons,” Andsnes told AFP 
over lunch near the Philharmon-
ic’s home at Lincoln Centre.

Andsnes had recorded 
well-regarded CDs of Sibelius 
and Stravinsky in Berlin’s Teldex 
studio but he found its reflection 
from the walls and floor ill-suit-
ed to Chopin and the intimacy 
he requires. Instead Andsnes 
headed to the Sendesaal studio 
in Bremen, whose building-with-
in-a-building design makes it 
thoroughly sound-proof. But the 
CD also features live recordings 
from the studio, which Andsnes 
described as “liberating” after 
days of solitary sessions.

“The problem with record-
ing is that you’re always think-
ing about how you did things and 

you become self-conscious about 
how it’s going, because obvious-
ly you’re recording all the time 
for things to be perfect on tape 
and for things to be good and in-
tense,” he said. “But in concerts, 
you’re naturally thinking much 
more forward — you’re thinking 
about what is coming and what 
you have to tell.”

Life quest on Chopin 
Andsnes, 48, had been play-

ing the first three of Chopin’s Bal-
lades since he was a teenager. 
He only six years ago attempted 
the especially challenging fourth 

Ballade but has since played it 
frequently. “How it is possible to 
tell so much and with so much 
diversity within 10 minutes, it’s 
quite a miracle to me,” he said.

Considering the Ballades to 
be too passion-rich to play in a 
single cycle, Andsnes is inter-
spersing them with Chopin Noc-
turnes for the CD, which will be 
released in September on Sony 
Classics. Throughout his residen-
cy at the New York Philharmonic, 
Andsnes highlighted works by 
major composers that often go 
overlooked. Andsnes, who plays 
with forcefulness yet grace, se-

lected Rachmaninoff’s modernist 
fourth concerto, Britten’s often 
overlooked piano concerto and 
Debussy’s “Fantaisie for Piano 
and Orchestra.”

The “Fantaisie,” the French 
master’s sole work for piano and 
orchestra, was never played in 
Debussy’s lifetime. The 1890 pre-
miere was scrapped when the 
conductor said there was no time 
to prepare and Debussy later 
balked at attempts to perform it.

The “Fantaisie” presents a 
fine balancing act for the pianist, 
who has little scope for outward 
showmanship. Andsnes instead 

forged a rich blend with the New 
York Philharmonic, conducted 
with subtlety in the orchestra de-
but of Bergen-based British con-
ductor Edward Gardner. Andsnes 
— who described the “Fantaisie” 
as “wonderful” yet indicative of a 
still-young Debussy — will per-
form the work again next month 
in Paris with the Orchestre Phil-
harmonic De Radio France.

Looking back  
at World War I 

Andsnes attaches particular 
importance to remaining active 
in Norway. A father of three, 
Andsnes briefly stepped back 
from curatorial roles but since 
2016 has put together a summer 
festival in the western coastal 
village of Rosendal. The latest 
festival in August will examine 
music written during World War 
I on the conflict’s centennial. One 
featured work, Janacek’s “Violin 
Sonata,” reproduced the sounds 
of bombs but most of the works, 
such as Ravel’s “La Valse,” tread 
more obliquely on the bloodshed.

Andsnes said he remained 
fascinated by the richness of mu-
sic at a time of such carnage.

“There was so much great 
music written in those years and 
it’s interesting to see how the war 
affected the lives of so many of 
the composers. But nevertheless 
they just wrote music, and not 
necessarily music reflecting the 
war.”—AFP 

‘Hamilton’ musical creator to premiere Chicago exhibition
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Should I stay or go? 
Birds migrate to 
save energy

The new study explains the behaviour of not only migratory birds, 
but also that of sedentary or “resident” ones.  PHOTO: AFP

PARIS — Why have some birds 
opted for a taxing life of constant 
migration — seeking out tem-
perate climes to feed as winter 
arrives, only to return months 
later to breed?

Seemingly paradoxically, 
the behaviour is driven by a 
quest for energy efficiency, a 
study said on Monday.

Migrating birds, research-
ers found, gain more energy 
from whatever is on the desti-
nation menu than they expend 
getting there and back, or could 
find without making the trek.

Why don’t they just stay 
in the warm place? Because 
there is too much competition 
for food with other species, said 
the study published in the jour-
nal Nature Ecology & Evolution.

Instead, they return to 
their cold, northern hemisphere 
home where they don’t have to 
fight others for the food there is.

The work “provides strong 
support for the hypothesis that 
birds distribute themselves in 
an optimal way in terms of en-
ergy,” study co-author Marius 
Somveille of the University of 
Oxford’s zoology department 
told AFP.

While it was known that 
birds migrate in search of food, 
it has remained a puzzle why 
they have adopted this exacting 
lifestyle.

The new study explains the 
behaviour of not only migratory 
birds, but also that of sedentary 
or “resident” ones, its authors 
said.

These too weighed the 

available food against greener 
pastures, and came to a differ-
ent conclusion.

Most resident birds are 
found in the tropics, where food 
is easier to get by.
 Fly or die 

The study used a theoreti-
cal model to examine why birds 
migrate — about 15 per cent of 
the total — while others do not.

It started with a model 
world with similar climatic dif-
ferences between regions than 
our real one.

The researchers then add-
ed virtual birds, and the estimat-
ed amount of “energy”, or food, 
available in different regions.

Given these inputs, the 
model birds dispersed very 
similarly to what happened in 
real life.

The birds started off in the 
food-rich tropics, but growing 
competition forced some to 
start moving further afield.

“In our increasingly crowd-
ed virtual world, species pro-
gressively started exploiting 
more extreme pockets of sea-
sonally available energy supply, 
often migrating longer distanc-
es,” the team wrote.

The model adds to our 
understanding of how Earth’s 
plants and animals came to be 
distributed as they are, the re-
searchers added.

It could also be useful in 
predicting the future move-
ments of other animals — to 
determine how they might 
migrate in response to global 
warming, for example.—AFP     

Menus with calorie counts now a must 
in US as Obama-era rule takes effect

The calorie-labeling rules were a controversial provision of former 
president Barack Obama’s signature 2010 health care law. PHOTO: AFP

WASHINGTON — An Oba-
ma-era rule requiring thousands 
of US restaurants, stores and 
movie theaters to post nutri-
tional information for items on 
their menus kicked in Monday, 
reminding Americans they are 
what they eat.

The calorie-labeling rules 
were a controversial provision 
of former president Barack Oba-
ma’s signature 2010 health care 
law — which President Donald 
Trump has pushed to dismantle 
— and their implementation has 
been postponed several times.

But the Food and Drug 
Administration announced last 
year it would press ahead with 
the regulation, which requires 
chains with 20 or more locations 
as well as grocery stores and con-
venience chains to post calorie 
counts for standard menu items.

Many major restaurant 
chains like McDonald’s and Taco 
Bell are already complying with 
the rule, but the federal govern-
ment will now require it.

“National menu labeling 
could help make a big difference 
in America’s obesity rates, one 
of our most vexing public health 
challenges,” wrote FDA Com-
missioner Scott Gottlieb, citing 
research that menu labeling 
prompts consumers to order 30 
to 50 calories less per visit.

A number of public health 
advocacy groups as well as the 
National Restaurant Association 

have lauded the move, but some 
industry organizations have 
lampooned it as inflexible and 
anti-business.

“Regrettably, FDA’s one-size-
fits-all approach demonstrates a 
stunning lack of understanding 
about consumer preferences 
and the pizza category,” said Tim 
McIntyre, chair of the American 
Pizza Community, a coalition of 
pizza chains.

“Pizza’s unique ordering 
variations create countless com-
binations making it difficult to 
accurately deliver information on 
printed menu boards and costly 
to maintain,” he said in a state-
ment.

But Gottlieb emphasized 
that the FDA has “worked hard 
to make sure this new rule can 

be implemented in a way where 
the information will be maximally 
beneficial to consumers and the 
new requirements will be mini-
mally burdensome to restaurants 
and retail establishments.”

“Firms won’t need to deal 
with a patchwork of different re-
quirements for calorie labeling 
across the country,” he added.

Posters, billboards and cou-
pon mailings are exempted, and 
supermarkets and convenience 
stores do not have to post cal-
orie information next to each 
item in self-service buffets and 
drink stations, Gottlieb said last 
November. More than a third of 
Americans are obese, putting 
them at higher risk for heart dis-
ease, diabetes and some types of 
cancer.—AFP     

TCEB and Bangkok Airways launch promotion in 
Myanmar aimed to attract CLMV business travellers

Thailand Convention & Exhibi-
tion Bureau (TCEB) had part-
nered with Bangkok Airways to 
kick-off its campaign to attract 
corporate meetings and incen-
tives from the Cambodia, Laos, 
Myanmar and Vietnam (CLMV) 

markets to Thailand. The ‘Fly 
and Meet Double Bonus’ joint 
promotion for Myanmar was 
launched by TCEB’s Director 
of President Office Department, 
Mr. Puripan Bunnag (TCEB’s 
President Representative) and 

Bangkok Airway’s Vice Presi-
dent – Sales, Mr. Varong Isra-
sena Na Ayudhya at Chatrium 
Hotel in Yangon last month.

 Mr. Puripan said “The 
partnership with Bangkok Air-
ways is in line with Thailand’s 
strategic development through 
collaboration with neighboring 
countries especially those in the 
CLMV. In addition, it is TCEB’s 
policy to work closely with the 
private sector to boost Thai-
land’s MICE industry. Our joint 
promotion campaign comes at 
the right timing because of the 
present active business activities 
in the region. We saw a healthy 
CLMV business traveler arrival 
growth of as high as 24% last 
year and we expect a healthier 
picture contributed by this cam-
paign”.—GNLM
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MYANMAR beat the Philippines 
by a score of 7-1 at Athletic Jaka 
Baring 1 Stadium in Palembang, 
Indonesia yesterday, and in the 
process secured a semifinal spot 
by leading Group (A) in the 2018 
AFF U-16 Girl’s Championship 
being held in Indonesia.

The win was a team effort, 
with all the goals scored by three 
players, Swe Mar Aung, Myat 
Noe Khin and Win Win.

The Myanmar girls played 
well enough to score goals out 
of virtually every golden oppor-
tunity.

Myanmar earned their first 
goal at the 4-minute mark with 
a brilliant score by Swe Mar  
Aung.

Myanmar remained active 
in attacking and made their 
second goal at 18 minutes with 
a neat and tidy score by Myat 
Noe Khin.

Swe Mar Aung scored again 
at 19 minutes as the Philippines 
felt the mounting pressure to get 
back into the game.

Myanmar made their fourth 
goal at 37 minutes with a goal 
scored by Win Win.

The fifth goal was scored at 
45 minutes by Myat Noe Khin.

Both teams changed tac-

The Myanmar National League 
All Star team beat Leeds Unit-
ed, an English Football League 
(EFL) Championship Club, by a 
score of 2-1 in a friendly yesterday 
at Thuwunna Stadium in Yangon.

Leeds United possessed 
better skills and was physically 
superior, but the Myanmar team 
knew how to play Leeds United 
with a mix of slow and fast foot-
ball play along with successful 
counter attacks.

Myanmar football star Si Thu 
Aung had the best performance 
in yesterday's friendly.

The MNL All Stars made 
the opening goal at the 22-min-
ute mark with a crossing pass 
by Si Thu Aung and goal that was 
headed into the goal by striker 
Joseph Mpande.

Leeds United then went on 
the attack and equalised with a 
penalty shot goal at the 26-minute 
mark by its brilliant midfielder 

Myanmar in semifinals with win over Philippines 
in AFF U-16 Girl’s Championship

MNL All Stars beat English club Leeds United in friendly
Samuel Saiz Alonso. The ball 
went straight into the net as My-
anmar goalkeeper Naing Zayar 
Tun dove the wrong way. The first 
half ended in a 1-1 draw. Leeds 
United were much better in the 
second half with steady play and 
ball delivery toward its strikers 
via midfielders and defenders.

But the MNL All Stars played 
tough and scored their second 
goal at 63 minutes with a pen-
alty shot by Lyikwobe Chizora 
Christopher. Due in part to the 
hot weather in Yangon, the Eng-
lish players showed signs of ex-
haustion and couldn’t mount a 
successful another attack.

Leeds United will play anoth-
er friendly match against Myan-
mar National Football team at 6 
pm on 11 May at Mandalar Thiri 
Stadium in Mandalay. The match 
will be broadcast live on MRTV 
and MRTV Digital Sports Chan-
nel.—Lynn Thit (Tgi) 

tics in the second half, with the 
Philippines girls speeding up 
in wing field play and creating 
some chances, but the Myanmar 
defensive line was too clever and 
blocked every ball.

Myat Noe Khin then made 

the sixth and seventh goals at the 
50 and 55-minute marks.

The Philippines averted a 
shutout by scoring in the 71st 
minute with a goal by Maria Glo-
ria Diaz Lazo.

With yesterday's results, the 

semifinal pairings are complete.
In the semifinal matches, 

Myanmar will play Laos at Bumi 
Sriwijaya Stadium, while defend-
ing champion Thailand will play 
against Vietnam at Jakabaring 
1 Stadium.—Lynn Thit(Tgi) 

SYDNEY — Australian football 
chiefs plan to contact the agent 
of Barcelona captain Andres 
Iniesta to sound him out about 
a move to the A-League, re-
ports said on Wednesday, as 
the domestic competition looks 
to recruit a marquee star. 
Spain’s Sport website named 
the A-League as the World 
Cup-winner’s “preferred des-
tination” this week, although 
Japan’s Vissel Kobe is also 
seen as one of his possible 
next moves. China’s Chongqing 
Lifan Tuesday denied reports 
that the 33-year-old legend will 
be joining them “as a player”, 
but left the door open to future 
cooperation in some capacity.

Football Federation Aus-
tralia’s website indicated the 
governing body planned to 
contact Iniesta’s agent after 
he announced he will leave Bar-
celona at the end of the season 
following two decades of phe-
nomenal success.—AFP 

Australia 
keen on 
Iniesta as 
a marquee 
star

Girls from Myanmar (white), the Philippines (red) vie for the ball in yestereday’s Group play of AFF U 16 
Championship at Athletic Jaka Baring 1 Stadium in Palembang, Indonesia. PHOTO: MFF

The Leeds United (white) battles for the ball with MNL All Stars (orange) in yesterday’s friendly match at 
Thwunna Stadium in Yangon. PHOTO:MFF


