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Rule of law for all
Judiciary, legal institutions urged to work honestly for reforms 

STATE Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi said yesterday that 
rebuilding and reforming rule of 
law and the justice sector will be 
a top priority for Myanmar. She 
said to that end, the country’s le-
gal profession and court system 
will be strengthened.

The comments were made 
in her address to the Conference 
on the Justice Sector Coordinat-
ing for Rule of Law held yester-
day at the Myanmar Internation-
al Convention Centre II in Nay 
Pyi Taw.

One of the benefits of legit-
imate and efficient rule of law 
is the confidence that ordinary 
citizens will receive a fair and 
impartial hearing in court.

“This delivers long-term 
social and democratic stability. 
There is no need and there is 
no excuse for people to resort 
to vigilante conduct or to take 
the law into their own hands”, 
she said.

Another benefit of rule of 
law is that it supports economic 
development. “If there is genuine 
rule of law, both foreign and do-
mestic businesses can compete 
fairly. If they feel that the law 
is transparent and predictable, 
that there is a level playing field 
and that disputes will be resolved 
pursuant to established laws and 
procedures under a strong legal 
framework, this will encourage 
investment and drive our coun-
try’s development”, she said.    

In order to accomplish this, 
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said Rule 
of Law centres will be estab-
lished across the country.

SEE PAGE-3
State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi  delivers the address at the Conference on the Justice Sector 
Coordination for Rule of Law at the MICC-II in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA
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Pyithu Hluttaw

 Amyotha Hluttaw

THE 25th-day meeting of the 
seventh session of the second 
Amyotha Hluttaw was held in 
Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

The MPs continued to 
debate the bill to amend the 
Peaceful Assembly and Peace-
ful Procession Law, tabled by 
Bill Committee Secretary Dr. 
Myat Nyana Soe of the Yangon 
Region constituency (3), from 
yesterday’s meeting.

U Tin Aung Htun from the 
Magway Region constituencies 
said that the new Article 18, 
which will be added to Chapter 7 
on sanctions, allows authorities 
to fine protesters an unlimited 
amount of money and should 
not be added.

Tatmadaw Hluttaw Repre-
sentative Major Aung Ko Min 
said the amendment to Article 
4(d) is unnecessary as it adds 
that citizens or organisations 
applying for permission for 
peaceful protests have to pro-
vide information on their budg-
ets and their source of funds, 
which would have no discerni-

Amyotha Hluttaw enacts amended peaceful assembly law

The Union Minister for Health 
and Sports Dr. Myint Htwe an-
swered numerous health-re-
lated questions in yesterday’s 
meeting of the Pyithu Hluttaw 
in Nay Pyi Taw.

The Union Minister said 
that his ministry will look into 
whether the ministry owns any 
plot of land for a sports stadium 
and a Red Cross to be built in 
Namhsan Township, Shan State, 
in response to U Htay Lwin from 
Namhsan Constituency. The 
Union Minister replied to U Lu 
Htae Hon of Laukkai Constitu-
ency that they are working to 
quickly send a child specialist, 
a midwife and a physician to 
Laukkai in northern Shan State 
by the second week of March. 
The Union Minister then an-
swered to U Aung Sein of Dawei 
Constituency in Taninthayi Re-
gion that currently the ministry 
cannot send additional medical 
staff to Dawei General Hospi-
tal for upgrading it to a 500-bed 
hospital.

The Bill Committee and 
MPs then put forward a mo-
tion to amend the Myanmar 

Pyithu Hluttaw discusses plans to ensure health of students

Dental Council Bill. Speaker U 
Win Myint then announced that 
the bill will be put on record for 
interested MPs to discuss. Next, 
the bill committee put forward a 
motion to discuss the bill for the 
Myanmar Historian Association 
Bill, which will be put on record 
for further discussions.

This was followed by 15 
MPs discussing a motion by Dr. 
Aye Zin Latt of Shwe Bo Con-
stituency urging the Union Gov-
ernment to create a long term 
strategic plan with the Ministry 

of Health and Sports and other 
respective ministries to draft a 
national policy to include sports 
activities in school curriculums 
and to allot a suitable amount of 
the national budget annually for 
the initiative.

Daw Aye Mya Mya Myo of 
Kyauktan Constituency said 
that to ensure school canteens 
sell only healthy foods, it re-
quires preventing unhealthy 
foods from entering the market-
place. She said that authorities 
need to consider the number of 

students when constructing a 
school building so that is can ac-
commodate an adequate num-
ber of restrooms, washrooms 
and a big enough water supply. 
She also said schools need to 
give education on harmful side 
effects of drugs and alcohol and 
to ensure that they are not easi-
ly accessible by students within 
the school’s perimeters.

Tatmadaw representative 
Major Htin Lin Oo said the Un-
ion Government should adopt 
the Focusing Resources on Ef-

fective School Health (FRESH) 
framework developed by WHO, 
UNICEF, UNESCO and the 
World Bank and launched at the 
Dakar Education Forum in 2000.

Union Minister Dr. My-
int Htwe said there are three 
priorities set that support this 
motion, namely raising public 
health awareness, school health 
awareness and obstetrical or 
maternity health awareness. 
He said that in the year 2016-
2017 his ministry has conduct-
ed health inspections for 44,000 
schools out of 45,000, completed 
construction of 88 per cent of 
restrooms for the schools, com-
pleted 67 per cent of nutritional 
development goals, and given 
30 per cent of the school health 
education programs. The Union 
Minister said he will approve 
the motion so that a suitable 
budget can be allotted to the  
ministry after the Hluttaw’s 
approval.

The Pyithu Hluttaw then 
approved of the motion and the 
Speaker announced the next 
meeting will be held on 9 March. 
—Aye Aye Thant, (MNA) 

U Tin Aung Htun. PHOTO: MNADr. Myat Nyana Soe. Major Aung Ko Min. PHOTO: MNA

ble effect on the protesters. He 
also added that the inclusion 
of Article 18 can appear to be a 
pre-emptive measure, as it can 
allow authorities to sentence  
or fine individuals or organi-
sations funding the peaceful 
assembly.

The issue was then dis-
cussed by U Kyi Win of the 
Ayeyawady Region constituen-
cy (12), Dr. Kun Win Taung of 
Kachin State constituency (11), 
U Sai Than Naing of Kayin State 

constituency (5), U Ye Htut of 
the Sagaing Region constitu-
ency (5), Tatmadaw Represent-
ative Lieutenant Colonel Tin Lin 
Oo, and U Soe Thein of Kayah 
State constituency (9).

Bill committee member 
Daw Nwe Nwe Aung said the 
bill committee had reviewed the 
bill to see if it was in accordance 
with Article 354 of the Consti-
tution, which grants liberty of 
free expression. She said the 
majority of the bill committee 

members had concluded the 
amendments would target only 
individuals or organisations who 
disrupt the rule of law and na-
tional security through peaceful 
assembly, and have therefore 
agreed to request the Amyo-
tha Hluttaw to pass the bill. Bill 
committee members U Kyaw 
Kyaw, Daw Nan Ni Ni Aye and 
Brigadier General Tint Lwin 
then said they did not support 
the motion.

This was followed by a dis-

cussion among MPs U Khin 
Maung Latt, U Kyaw Kyaw Win, 
U Soe Thein and bill committee 
members U Kyaw Kyaw, Daw 
Nan Ni Ni Aye and Brig-Gen 
Tint Lwin on why the bill should 
not be passed, while the other 
MPs and bill committee mem-
bers involved in the previous 
discussions discussed why the 
bill should be passed.

Bill Committee Secretary 
Dr. Myat Nyana Soe of the Yan-
gon Region constituency (3) 
then motioned for the Amyo-
tha Hluttaw to pass the bill and 
Daw Kyin Ngai Mahn backed 
the decision.

This was followed by the 
Amyotha Hluttaw voting on 
passing the bill for amending 
the Peaceful Assembly and 
Peaceful Procession Law, and 
the speaker then announced 
that the Amyotha Hluttaw had 
voted for the enactment of the 
amended law.

The next meeting of the 
Amyotha Hluttaw will be held 
on 9 March.—Aung Ye Thwin 

U Lu Htae Han. PHOTO: MNA Dr. Aye Zin Latt. PHOTO: MNADr. Myint Htwe. PHOTO: MNA
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Judiciary, legal institutions urged to work honestly for reforms
FROM PAGE-1

This would include the 
training of a future generation of 
legal professionals, which would 
further improve the justice sys-
tem and encourage young peo-
ple to consider pursuing public 
service through a legal career, 
she said.

The court system would 
similarly be reformed, with a 
focus on eliminating corrup-
tion, improved legal training, 
and availability of legal counsel 
for the indigent.

“The public trust in people 
who are working in the justice 
sector has eroded. It is because 
of corruption, exercising the law 
for their own interests, failing 
the principle of upholding jus-
tice without favour, and not per-
forming their work efficiently 
and lacking expertise”, she said.

The State Counsellor also 
said an accused person must 
be given quick access to a law-
yer and to a speedy trial. Myan-
mar’s long tradition of settling 
disputes through village and 
ethnic leaders, and not through 
courts would be retained and 
improved. 

The State Counsellor also 

President U Htin Kyaw met with 
Japanese Ambassador to Myan-
mar Mr. Tateshi Higuchi, who has 
completed his ambassadorial du-
ties at the Presidential Palace in 

Nay Pyi Taw at 2:30 pm yesterday.
They had a cordial discus-

sion on investment, development 
of Rakhine State, bilateral rela-
tions and cooperation between 

Myanmar and Japan.
Union Minister U Kyaw Tin, 

Deputy Minister U Min Thu and 
other officials attended the meet-
ing.—Myanmar News Agency 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, State 
Counsellor, Union Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar 
received outgoing Japanese 
Ambassador to Myanmar His 
Excellency Mr. Tateshi Higu-

chi who completed his tour of 
duty in Myanmar on 7 March 
2018 at 11:30 AM at the Union 
Minister’s guest room at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
Nay Pyi Taw.—Myanmar News 
Agency 

President U Htin Kyaw receives 
outgoing Japanese Ambassador

State Counsellor receives 
outgoing Japanese Ambassador

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi bids farewell to outgoing 
Japanese Ambassador Mr. Tateshi Higuchi. PHOTO: MNA

President U Htin Kyaw holds talks with outgoing Japanese Ambassador to Myanmar Mr. Tateshi Higuchi who 
has completed his ambassadorial duties in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday . PHOTO: MNA

commented on the police force.
“A great many of the com-

plaints sent to higher author-
ities are concerned with the 
police. If the public is afraid to 
seek help from the police or do 

not wish to come forward about 
a criminal matter, the relation-
ship and cooperation between 
the public and the police will 
deteriorate”, she said.

Yesterday’s conference 

involves the sharing of ideas 
that will create new strategies 
for strengthening, improving 
and modernizing rule of law, 
the court system, legal aid and 
law enforcement.

“I would like to encourage 
all relevant government institu-
tions and departments to work 
seriously and diligently, not be-
cause of a complaint or sugges-
tions submitted by the people, 
but because it is your duty and 
responsibility,” she said.

Union Attorney-General U 
Tun Tun Oo, in his capacity as 
the chairman of the coordina-
tion committee on the rule of 
law and justice affairs, extend-
ed greetings, pledging to bring 
about fair laws, transparency 
and easy access to justice by 
the people.

In today’s session of the 
Conference on Justice Sector 
Coordination for Rule of Law, 
Sir Jeffrey  Jowell KCMG QC 
of Binghan Center, Dr. Diani 
Sadiawati, senior adviser to In-
donesia’s National Level De-
velopment and Planning Minis-
try, and representatives of the 
Union Supreme Court, Union 
Attorney-General’s Office, the 
Anti-Corruption Commission, 
the Myanmar Police Force, and 
experts took part in different 
topics of discussion.

The forum will end today.—
Myanmar News Agency 

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi checks the periodicals displayed at the Conference on Justice Sector 
Coordinating for Rule of Law at the MICC-II in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA
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Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and 
contributions. If you have any comments 
or would like to submit editorials, 
analyses or reports please email  
ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com 
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only 
able to publish “Letter to the Editor” 
that do not exceed 500 words. Should 
you submit a text longer than 500 words 
please be aware that your letter will be 
edited.

Myanmar is planning to export 
its Seintalone mangoes to Italy 
this fiscal year, said U Sai Aung 
Kyaw, General Manager of My-
anmar Shwe Fruit company.

To export the mangoes to 
Italy, Myanmar exported Sein-
talone mangoes to fruit traders 
and other food manufacturing 
companies in Italy on a trial 

basis last year. 
Myanmar will start export-

ing the mangoes to Italy from 
the first week of April.

“If the export of Seintalone 
mangoes to Italy is successful, 
Myanmar will export them to 
other European countries as 
well, with the assistance of Ital-
ian fruit traders and other food 

manufacturing companies. We 
expect Myanmar mangoes to 
penetrate the European mar-
ket,” U Sai Aung Kyaw said. 

Other export markets for 
Myanmar are China, Singapore, 
Thailand and South Korea. My-
anmar mangoes are mainly sent 
to the Chinese market through 
border trade camps. However, 

we do not want to lose the do-
mestic market. Some 10 to 20 
per cent of the mangoes pro-
duced in the country are con-
sumed by the local people,” he 
added.

Seintalone mangoes are 
cultivated mainly in Kyauk-
se, Meiktila and Yamethin. —
GNLM      

Locomotives purchased from 
Japan will be used on the Yan-
gon circular railway after it is 
upgraded, said U Zaw Lwin, divi-
sional traffic manager of Division 
7 of Myanma Railways (MR).

Japanese loans amounting 
to US$207 million were used 
to buy diesel-electric multiple 

units locomotives and 66 coaches 
manufactured in Japan, as well 
as to install the advanced signal 
system along the circular train 
route, according to Myanma 
Railways. 

So far, the installation of 
the advanced signal system 
has been completed. However, 

the locomotives and coaches 
that were ordered from Japan 
will reach Yangon only after the 
two-year project to upgrade the 
Yangon circular railway is com-
pleted. 

MR has been upgrading 
railway stations and platforms 
with the help of government 

funds. The estimated cost of 
the whole project is $301 million.

The circular trains will com-
plete a single circuit in one hour 
and five minutes instead of three 
hours. According to Myanma 
Railways, an average of 73,000 
commuters rely on the train ser-
vices on a daily basis.—GNLM      

Betel nuts are selling at less 
than half the price they fetched 
last year in Ye Township, im-
pacting local betel nut growers. 

Though the betel nut price 
had declined during the 2017 
Chinese New Year, it picked 
up after the festival. “This year, 
the betel nut price has been on 
a downward spiral. So, we ex-
pect the price to go up again,” 
said a local betel nut grower.

“A huge volume of betel 
nuts is entering the market this 
year compared with last year. 
However this year, the demand 

from Bangladesh has been low 
due to instability in the border 
areas between Myanmar and 
Bangladesh,” said U Arkar, a 
betel nut trader.

Last year, betel nuts sold 
for Ks9,700 per viss; however, 
now betel nuts are bringing in 
only Ks4,000 per viss.

There are nearly 150,000 
acres of betel nut plantations 
across the country, with the 
Taninthayi and Ayeyawady re-
gions and Mon State being the 
major producers.—Htut Htut 
(Ye)      

By May Thet Hnin

Of the 80,000 acres of fish and 
prawn farms operating in the 
Yangon Region, only 40,000 acres 
have official sanction. 

Therefore, the Yangon Re-
gion Government will inspect 
the fish farming lakes in the Yan-
gon Region, said U Phyo Min 
Thein, Yangon Region Chief 
Minister, during the 15th meeting 
with Vice President  and entre-
preneurs, which was held on 7 
March at the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar Federation 

of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. 

“According to the 2012 
Farmland Law, farmers misus-
ing farmlands shall be impris-
oned or fined. Therefore, the gov-
ernment is discussing means to 
control illegal fish farming lakes. 
Also, the government is planning 
to take legal action against those 
who are digging lands to create 
fish farming lakes and bribing 
the authorities,” he added.

Myanmar Fisheries Feder-
ation General Secretary U Win 
Kyaing said, “We have already 

submitted a proposal to use 
farmlands for other purposes, 
according to the 2012 Farmland 
Law . Although the government 
has encouraged the breeding 
sector, there are many difficul-
ties in acquiring land according 
to this law. Therefore, the gov-
ernment should set up a new 
policy related to land access.”

There are some 480,000 
acres of fish and prawn breeding 
grounds across the country, but 
only 108,000 acres are officially 
sanctioned by the government.

The Fisheries Department 

has already submitted a pro-
posal to the Union Government 
to establish livestock breeding 
zones on 10,000 acres of land 
in Kawhmu and Kungyangon 
townships. 

“While responding to a 
question posed by the Twantay 
Township constituency repre-
sentative in the Pyithu Hluttaw, 
the Deputy Minister for Agricul-
ture, Livestock and Irrigation as-
sured the Hluttaw that all such 
matters would be resolved in 
2018. So, I hope it will be all right 
soon,” said U Win Kyaing.       

Illegal fish, prawn farms under 
scrutiny in Yangon Region

Betel nut growers battered by steep decline in price

Seintalone mangoes to be exported to Italy this year

Japan locomotives to arrive after Yangon circular railway upgrade
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THE value of stock traded by 
the five companies listed on the 
Yangon Stock Exchange (YSX) 
in February 2018 registered an 
all-time low of Ks740 million, 
according to statistics provided 
by YSX online.  

Also, the figure shows a 
drastic decline compared with 
the trading value of Ks1.2 bil-
lion achieved in January.

The decreasing share pric-
es and the lack of public in-
terest are contributing factors 
to the sharp drop in the value 
of stock-trading. YSX failed to 
attract public interest despite 
holding discussions, YSX ex-
pos and educational talks. 

Shares of five listed compa-
nies— First Myanmar Invest-
ment (FMI), Myanmar Thilawa 
SEZ Holdings (MTSH), My-
anmar Citizens Bank (MCB), 
First Private Bank (FPB) and 
TMH Telecom Public Co. Ltd 
(TMH) — are being traded on 
the YSX.             

Some 20,968 shares were 
traded by the four listed com-
panies yesterday, at an esti-
mated value of Ks80 million. 
The share prices have dipped 
below the base price, recording 
Ks12,000 for FMI, Ks2,850 for 
MTSH, Ks8,000 for MCB and 
Ks26,500 for FPB, at closing 
time.

More than 2.5 million 
shares were traded in 2016, 

at an estimated value of some 
Ks70 billion. In 2017, despite an 
increase in the stock-trading 
volume to 2.6 million, the trad-
ing value was only Ks22 billion. 
The stock trading value hit the 
highest point of Ks3.4 billion in 
March 2017, whereas this year, 
February’s trading reached 
an all-time low of some Ks740 
million. 

Some 3,825 shares were 
traded by the five listed com-
panies yesterday at an estimat-
ed value of Ks26 million. The 
share prices were below the 
base price at Ks11,500 for FMI, 
Ks2,850 for MTSH, Ks7,900 for 
MCB, Ks27,500 for FPB and 
Ks2,900 for TMH during clos-
ing time.      

Stock trading value drops on 
lacklustre YSX in February

By May Thet Hnin

The Myanmar Fishery Prod-
ucts Processors and Exporters 
Association has requested the 
government to conduct a gov-
ernment-to-government (G2G) 
negotiation concerning Saudi 
Arabia’s suspension of fishery 
imports from Myanmar from 
1 April.

The request was made 
during a regular meeting held 
between the Vice President and 
entrepreneurs yesterday. 

Saudi Arabia suspended 
seafood imports from Viet Nam 
after it detected two prawn 

diseases during an inspec-
tion tour. Later, Saudi Arabia 
imposed fishery import bans 
on Myanmar, Bangladesh and 
India. 

“We cannot do anything 
about the ban. Only G2G nego-
tiations can help. So, we have 
called for the government to 
take action to get access to 
this market again. Saudi Ara-
bia placed an embargo on our 
seafood without providing any 
feedback. This ban will affect 
not only the prawn but also the 
fish industry. If they doubt our 
products, they can come and 
examine our cold storages,” 

said U Win Kyaing, General 
Secretary of MFF. 

Myanmar exports farmed 
fish to Saudi Arabia, which ac-
counts for 30 per cent of the 
farm-raised fish exports and 40 
per cent of rohu exports. 

The officials concerned re-
sponded by assuring the MFF 
that the government would 
initiate a negotiation through 
Saudi Arabia’s ESPmbassy in 
Myanmar. 

Myanmar’s fisheries have 
never been rejected in interna-
tional markets, nor have they 
received a complaint, said U 
Win Kyaing.

MFPPEA calls for G2G negotiation over 
Saudi Arabia’s fishery import suspension

A staff seen in front of the electronic board showing the stock exchange rates in YSX. PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR
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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and 
Gentlemen,

Mingalar Bar, a warm welcome to 
you all.

Today’s conference is the first of 
its kind because it aims to create a dis-
cussion around effective processes and 
procedures for better justice sector coor-
dinating and the role of the Coordinating 
Bodies for Rule of Law Centres and Jus-
tice Sector Affairs in Myanmar. 

On behalf of the government, I con-
gratulate all the Coordinating Bodies, 
as well as the Advisory Group and the 
Working Group which have and continue 
to support them. I know that the members 
of each of these Bodies have worked in-
credibly hard to make this conference a 
reality. I also give my thanks to each of 
the donors and development partners 
responsible for supporting this event.

Setting the Scene
Myanmar is going through a critical 

period of transition. The government is 
dealing with social, economic, rule of law 
and justice challenges.

Looking back at Myanmar’s recent 
legal history, our country had formidable 
legal credentials just after our independ-
ence. The Burma Law Reports of the 
1950s were on a par with the Hong Kong 
and Singapore law reports of that era, and 
with those of other respected Common 
Law jurisdictions. It is essential that all 
relevant stakeholders work together to 
grow upon our Common Law roots and 
return to the good practices that made 
our legal history so notable.

To that end, there has been signif-
icant progress in the justice sector this 
year, including the Union Supreme Court 
and the Union Attorney General’s Office 
adoption of modern Codes of Ethics that 
meet international standards to be fol-
lowed by all judges and law officers. That 
said, while adopting them has been an 
important step, it is crucial to implement 
and enforce them fully so that citizens 
benefit and the public is aware of them.

Rebuilding Rule of Law 
Rebuilding and reforming the rule 

of law and justice sector is a top priority 
for Myanmar. It is also vital for our efforts 
towards sustaining Peace and Develop-
ment.

Therefore, I would like to encourage 
everyone who is working at the Coordi-
nating Bodies for Rule of Law Centre and 
Justice Sector Affairs: Hluttaw repre-
sentatives from Regions and States, the 
Supreme Court of the Union, the Union 
Attorney General’s Office, the Ministry 
of Home Affairs, the General Adminis-

(7th March, 2018)
Myanmar International Convention Centre (MICC - II), Nay Pyi Taw

State Counsellor’s Opening Speech at the Conference 
on Justice Sector Coordinating for Rule of Law

tration Department and Myanmar Police 
Force, and responsible persons from the 
National Human Rights Commission, 
lawyers, representatives from civil society 
organizations, UNDP,  IDLO, USAID, Den-
mark, JICA, MyJustice and Development 
Partners to cooperate and coordinate 
in a balanced manner. Furthermore, to 
achieve Rule of Law, those responsible, 
especially in the Legislative, Executive 
and Judiciary must work together among 
themselves with diligence and in unison.

Benefits of Rule of Law
The benefits, if there is genuine rule 

of law, are many. By way of example:
1. When each individual can legally 

challenge injustices, and do so with con-
fidence that they will receive  a fair and 
impartial hearing at court, rather than 
resorting to non-legal means, this delivers 
long-term social and democratic stability. 
There is no need and there is no excuse 
for people to resort to vigilante conduct 
or to take the law into their own hands.

2. Rule of law also supports eco-
nomic development. If there is genuine 
rule of law, both foreign and domestic 
businesses can compete fairly. If they feel 
that the law is transparent and predicta-
ble, that there is a level playing-field and 
that disputes will be resolved pursuant to 
established laws and procedures under 
a strong business legal framework, this 
will encourage investment and drive our 
country’s development.

Myanmar’s Rule of Law Centres
During my tenure as Chair of the 

Parliamentary Committee for Rule of Law 
and Tranquility, we developed the concept 
for Rule of Law Centres to be established 
across this country. The idea grew out of 

the need to deliver large scale, practical 
legal skills training to a future generation 
of legal professionals who were not yet 
knowledgeable about the law, but wanted 
to serve for the benefit of others. The 
concept evolved and expanded to include 
a focus on connecting lawyers with com-
munities they serve and on providing 
community leaders with basic knowledge 
of legal principles and with advocacy and 
other practical skills.

In 2013, we discussed with UNDP for 
rule of law. In 2014, two pilot rule of law 
centres in Mandalay and Lashio were 
developed by UNDP and IDLO, proved 
to be a great achievement for rule of 
law. Following the success of these pilot 
centres, Rule of Law Centres have been 
established in Myitkyina, Yangon and 
Taunggyi.

Strengthening our Legal Profession
The role of the legal profession in our 

country has changed in the last few years. 
Lawyers are now practicing more effec-
tively on behalf of the aggrieved. The legal 
profession as a whole must be subject to 
standardized admission practices, codes 
of ethics and disciplinary procedures, and 
continuing legal education so they can 
better help the public.

Strengthening our Judiciary
The Judicial system and the courts 

must be strong and reliable for justice to 
prevail. The public trust in people who are 
working in the Justice Sector has eroded. 
It is because of corruption, exercising 
the law for their own interests, failing 
the principle of upholding justice without 
favour, and not performing their work effi-
ciently and lacking expertise. Thus, these 
main challenges in the Justice Sector of 

our country must be prioritized.
Relating to our criminal legal system, 

when a complaint is made by an aggrieved 
person, it must be responded to immedi-
ately. After the detention of an accused 
person, arrangements must be made to 
give them access to a lawyer promptly so 
they can discuss the case. We must also 
bring cases before the court quickly, avoid 
delayed processes, and respect the full 
the rights of the accused. On the other 
hand, aggrieved persons and complain-
ants should have redress under the Law. 
We must give due regard to the adage 
“Justice Delayed is Justice Denied.”

We are pleased to hear that the Union 
Attorney General’s Office is preparing to 
publish the Fair Trial Guidance Manual. I 
believe that if it is observed in the prose-
cution of criminal cases, public confidence 
in the judicial system will improve and 
these standards can highly support the 
Rule of Law and the Justice.

Developing Alternative Dispute Res-
olution

Myanmar has a long tradition of set-
tling disputes through their village and 
ethnic leaders according to long-held cus-
toms in each region of Myanmar; they do 
not resolve their problems in courts. We 
should consider improving these practic-
es of traditional dispute resolution in the 
future. The courts are not the only forum 
in which to solve disputes.

It is my observation that at the com-
munity level, the majority of people con-
tinue to use long-standing local methods 
for solving disputes and are reluctant to 
take cases to the formal or official justice 
system of the State. The costs, time and 
distance required to travel to the courts 
can also be too challenging. We must 

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi  delivers the address at the Conference on Justice Sector Coordinating for Rule of Law at the MICC-
II in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA
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ensure that those people do not face ad-
ditional burdens when they are in court 
or at the police station. We should treat 
them fairly and offer appropriate legal 
protections.

Therefore, in formulating our nation-
al justice strategy, we should take into 
consideration the use of mediation in 
resolving disputes systematically and the 
development of various modes of alterna-
tive dispute resolution to settle disputes.

Police and Rule of Law
A professional, reliable and trusted 

police force that can better serve the 
public is essential for implementing the 
rule of law. A great many of the complaints 
sent to higher authorities are concerned 
with the police. If the public is afraid to 
seek help from the police or do not wish to 
come forward about a criminal matter, the 
relationship and cooperation between the 
public and the police will deteriorate. Con-
sequently, the Rule of Law will stumble.

I realize that there are inadequate 
resources for the police force to do their 
job effectively. They need better train-
ing on how to respond to modern forms 
of crime to carry out investigations of 
crimes, make inquiry of the accused, col-
lecting evidence, money laundering, and 
cyber-crimes, how to cooperate with the 
public, and how to make sure that anyone 
suspected or accused of a crime is treated 
fairly according to the law.

The General Administration Depart-
ment, the courts, law offices, and police 
forces are responsible under the law to 
protect the public. They play a crucial role 
in implementing Rule of Law effectively 
in Myanmar.

I have noticed that public trust and 
confidence in police force and adminis-
tration department improves as these 
institutions provide their services in a 
matter that is fair and that people feel 
satisfied with.

Legal Aid
In respect of Legal Aid, we have seen 

that not every aggrieved party can ac-
quire their legal rights. Especially, the 
poor, the children, women, and people 
with disabilities still find it difficult to 

obtain the assistance of courts for access 
to justice.

At present, the Union Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office hires a lawyer with State 
funds to appear for an indigent person 
accused of a criminal offence punishable 
by death. Recently the Union Legal Aid 
Body was established to provide legal aid 
services effectively and to ensure that the 
public has access to justice. The Legal 
Aid Body will be formed in the various 
regions, districts, and township levels 
and they will support the rule of law and 
justice affairs.

Developing Good Governance and 
Administrative Justice

As you all know, each and every one of 
us is concerned with the daily administra-
tive actions and decisions of government 
departments and civil service personnel.

Administrative measures and deci-
sions have as much impact on people’s 
lives as judicial decisions. The public ul-
timately suffers from poor or illegal deci-
sions made by government officials that 
are not made in compliance with the law.

The aggrieved person can seek a 
remedy by way of a writ petition if he 
finds that any order, directive or decision 
of government organizations is not in 
conformity with the law or the person was 
not treated fair. On the other hand, the 
civil service personnel need to perform 
their duties carefully not to negatively 
affect the people. 

When administrative measures and 
decisions are made without reference 
to the relevant laws and regulations, it 
leads to poor use of due discretion and 
can result in biased decision making. 
As a result, failing to reference the legal 
basis for decisions by civil servants will 
negatively impact the rule of law and 
make people less confident in govern-
ment. I would like to say the civil service 
personnel in relevant areas should not 
forget that they are serving the public 
and to carry out their duties selflessly 
and with good intentions.

In addition, we should not do our jobs 
only when there is a complaint; we must 
instead provide our functions dutifully 
and responsibly. To improve the broader 

governance practices of the public sector, 
accountability and transparency in deci-
sion making and complaints handling is 
necessary. 

Addressing Corruption  
As I continue to state, corruption 

is the major obstacle for the rule of law 
and needs to be addressed. Addressing 
corruption is essential to delivering good 
governance. It relies on the “tone from 
the top” and each of you here today must 
consider yourselves responsible for set-
ting the appropriate tone in a clear and 
forceful manner and remove opportuni-
ties for corruption.

Government organizations not only 
need to cooperate with the Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission but also implement 
E-government functions with great effort.

Cleaning up corruption is not a pro-
gram but a culture. It is a culture that 
needs collective effort by the government 
and the public for sustainable develop-
ment of the country.

The Role of Individuals
The rule of law, peace and the sta-

bility of our country are inter-connected 
and are the concern and responsibility of 
every single one of our people. We must 
put greater emphasis on sharing and 
disseminating information so that our 
people not only know their legal rights but 
also the provisions that exist to combat 
violations of these rights. I would like to 
add that our people are entitled to their 
rights but also to perform their public 
obligations dutifully. For the coordinat-
ing bodies to function effectively, I wish 
to urge cooperation and harmony with 
the responsible persons from Hluttaw, 
the Supreme Court of the Union and re-
spective government departments and 
organizations, legal experts, lawyers, 
persons from civil society organizations, 
and national and international organiza-
tions and to coordinate more among the 
relevant departments and organizations.

If the government organizations of 
respective Region and State provide nec-
essary assistance, work by the Regional 
and State Coordinating bodies will be 
more effective. The respective govern-

ments need to support the sub-coordi-
nating bodies.

Similarly, because department of-
ficers who are assigned to the sub-coor-
dinating bodies are the key responsible 
personnel from the government agencies 
mainly concerned with the rule of law, 
they need to perform efficiently in their 
work with the sub-coordinating bodies 
in accordance with the laws, rules and 
regulations. They should not give favour 
to one particular department or person.

Conclusion  
In conclusion, I am aware that rule 

of law and justice affairs are essential for 
a peaceful coexistence and development 
of Myanmar and our people. 

The reform activities taking place 
in Myanmar are done with the intent to 
provide genuine peace in people’s lives, 
and that the stability of the country leads 
to development. This is why all govern-
ment institutions must work honestly 
and correctly.

I would like to encourage as well 
that all relevant government institutions 
and departments work seriously and dil-
igently, not because of a complaint or 
suggestions submitted by the people but 
because it is your duty and responsibil-
ity. Furthermore, when implementing 
activities on behalf of the coordinating 
bodies, your duty of loyalty is with the 
coordinating body, not your department 
or government agency.

All the frank advice and suggestions 
given from all the participants today will 
hugely benefit in strengthening the rule of 
law and in formulating programs and pro-
cedures for justice sector coordination.

Therefore, I would like to conclude 
my speech by urging all of you attending 
this workshop:

- to openly discuss, propose and 
advise on ways to strengthen the rule of 
law and have enduring justice;

- to create a new strategy for the 
future through the outcome of this con-
ference; and 

- to share your experiences, ideas 
and opinions for the rule of law in Myan-
mar.

Thank you.

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi  and dignataries  have the documentary photo taken at the Conference on  Justice Sector Coordination for Rule of Law. PHOTO: MNA
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Work together to 
strengthen rule of law

MYANMAR is going through a critical period of transition 
and is facing challenges in the justice sector. 

The judiciary system and the courts must be strong and 
reliable for justice to prevail. The public trust in people who 
are working in the justice sector has eroded. It is because of 
corruption, exercising the law for their own interests, failing 
the principle of upholding justice without favour, not performing 
their work efficiently and lacking expertise.  These are the main 
challenges in the justice sector that our country must prioritise.

By giving top priority to rebuild and reform the rule of 
law and justice sector, Myanmar is making efforts towards 
sustaining peace and development.

In the judiciary sector, systematic reforms for the judiciary 
sector are being carried out and not only judges, judiciary of-
ficers and those who are participating in the judiciary but also 
partners and media also play an important role in carrying 
out the reforms.

It is important for all in the judicial, legislative and ad-
ministrative sectors to conduct their duties as comrades for 
the good of the country. When there are some problems and 
misunderstanding between one another, they should smooth 
things up so that they can effectively work for the country.

The Union Attorney-General’s Office is preparing to 
publish the Fair Trial 
Guidance Manual. We 
believe that if this is 
observed in the prose-
cution of criminal cas-
es, public confidence 
in the judicial system 
will improve and these 
standards can highly 
support the rule of law 
and the justice sector.

A court must es-
tablish judicial freedom 
by example and com-
mit itself to responsibil-
ity and transparency as 
outlined in Myanmar’s 
judicial ethics hand-
book.

The public trust 
is served when courts 
resolve cases accord-
ing to the law without 
corruption.

The second stra-
tegic plan for the My-
anmar judiciary sector 
has adopted the motto: 
“Towards improving 
Justice for All.”

The civil service 
personnel in relevant 
areas should not for-
get that they are serv-
ing the public and to 
carry out their duties 
selflessly and with good 
intentions.

All need to work 
together. No group is 
against another group 

for the sake of the country. We must cooperate with anyone for 
the sake of the country.

Rule of law and justice affairs are essential for a peaceful 
coexistence and development of Myanmar and our people.

All government institutions must work honestly and cor-
rectly.

Rule of law and jus-
tice affairs are es-
sential for a peace-
ful coexistence and 
development of 
Myanmar and our 
people.
All government 
institutions must 
work honestly and 
correctly. Rule of 
law and justice af-
fairs are essential for 
a peaceful coexist-
ence and develop-
ment of Myanmar 
and our people.
All government 
institutions must 
work honestly and 
correctly.

Women’s movements dominate today’s global conversation. From 
#MeToo and #TimesUp spotlighting sexual harassment and abuse, 
to #NiUnaMenos, the not one less movement protesting femicide, 
women voices demanding equality have crossed the globe, and a 
palpable feeling of change is in the air.

These movements and marches infuse this year’s International 
Women’s Day with special meaning. Today, we celebrate the activ-
ists who work tirelessly to “speak truth to patriarchy” and push 
all of us to achieve equal rights for women.   

The Time is Now to end sexual 
harassment and abuse. Prevent-
ing this behavior is our collective 
moral imperative, and it must be 
eradicated wherever it is found. We 
must all work together to change 
our cultures and create safe spaces 
for reporting.

The Time is Now to end 
violence against women. 49 
countries lack laws protecting 
women from domestic violence, 
and in 37 countries perpetra-
tors of rape are exempt from prosecution if they are married to 
or subsequently marry the victim.  

The Time is Now to promote women’s political participation.  
Women make up only 23.5% of the world’s parliamentarians.  The 
world needs women to have an equal voice in decision making. 

The Time is Now to close the gender wage gap.  The global 
gender wage gap is 23%, and will take 100 years to close at the 
current rate of change.  We need to value women’s work and reduce 
their disproportionate burden of unpaid care and domestic work.  
This work deprives women of time to earn money and engage in 
public life, and deprives communities and nations of women’s full 
contributions.   

The Time is Now to ensure that rural women have equal 
opportunities. 43% of the global agricultural workers are women, 
and rural women comprise the majority of these workers.  They 
need equal access to resources, information, and decision-making. 
Despite their vital roles in growing food, and critically in adapt-
ing and building resilience to climate change, rural women fare 
worse than rural men or urban women on almost every measure 
of development.

The Time is Now to celebrate activists working on women’s 
equality and rights.  

On this International Women’s Day, join me in celebrating them 
and honoring their work in the best way possible: by redoubling 
our efforts to build a world free of discrimination and exclusion 
and make it possible for all women and men to live lives of dignity 
and opportunity. 

They have created a momentum for change that builds on the 
promises of the 2030 Agenda and the Sustainable Development 
Goals. 

These 17 goals—which range from ending poverty, to boost-
ing equitable growth and achieving quality education for all—are 
strongly interconnected, and gender equality is pivotal to achieving 
all of them. That means that all of us have a role to play in support-
ing women’s empowerment, at home, in our communities—and 
in the workplace.

Together, by achieving women’s equality and the 2030 Agenda, 
we can ensure that no woman is left behind.

International 
Women’s Day

UNDP Administrator's Statement on 
International Women’s Day, 8 March. Theme: 
“The Time is Now: Rural and Urban Activists 

Transforming Women’s Lives”

A Positive impact on wildlife populations
People can also have a positive impact on wildlife 

populations through improvement and protection of 
habitat or ecosystems. The planting of trees, shrubs 
and wildlife food plots, in the appropriate locations is 
one way landowners can improve wildlife habitat. As 
for people, they can be able protect ponds, streams, 
rivers and wetlands from sedimentation by reducing 
soil erosion on lands surrounding these aquatic 
ecosystems. There are many things people can do 
to improve habitat for wildlife.There is a number of 
natural resource management agencies which can 
help people enhance and protect wildlife habitat. 

Wildlife and ecosystem
Wildlife can be found in all ecosystems. Deserts, 

forests, rain forests, plains, grasslands and other are-
as including the most developed urban areas, all have 
distinct forms of wildlife. While the term in popular 
culture usually refers to animals that are untouched 
by human factors, most scientists agree that much 
wildlife is affected by human activities these days.

Impact of wildlife on the environment
It is evident that wildlife has a considerable 

impact on the environment and man has indirectly 
altered some of the many links which associate 
animals with the environment. Food chains are an 
essential link, for they associate animals to plants and 
to other animals. But food chains can determine the 
equilibrium of populations in their habitat.

Habitat destruction 
The habitat of any given species is considered its 

preferred area or territory. Many processes associat-
ed with human habitation of an area cause loss of this 
area and decrease the carrying capacity of the land 
for that species. In many cases these changes in land 
use cause a patchy break-up of the wild landscape. 
Agricultural land frequently displays this type of 
extremely fragmented habitat. Farms sprawl across 
the landscape with patches of uncleared woodland 
or forest dotted in-between occasional paddocks.
World Wildlife Day

On 20 December 2013, at its 68th session, the 
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) decided 
to proclaim 3 March, the day of the adoption of the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), as World 
Wildlife Day.

Big cats
World Wildlife Day has now become the most 

important global event dedicated to wildlife and the 
World Wildlife Day will be celebrated in 2018 under 
the theme “Big cats: predators under threat".  

Big cats are widely recognized and admired 
animals across the globe, however, today these char-
ismatic predators are facing many and varied threats, 
which are mostly caused by human activities. More 
their populations are declining at a disturbing rate 

due to loss of habitat and prey, conflicts with people, 
poaching and illegal trade. 

In an effort to reach as wide an audience as 
possible, the expanded definition of big cats is being 
used, which includes not only lion, tiger, leopard and 
jaguar -- the 4 largest wild cats that can roar - but 
also cheetah, snow leopard, puma, clouded leopard, 
etc. Big cat species are found in Africa, Asia, and 
North, Central and South America, representing a 
virtually global distribution, and representations of 
big cats, such as for car logos, by sporting clubs and 
the fashion industry, are used globally.

Number of tiger and wildlife species in 
Hugaung Tiger Reserve

Myanmar is also home to some of Southeast 
Asia’s most extensive coastal and marine ecosys-
tems, which include coral reefs, mangroves and sea 
grass beds.

Awareness campaigns concerning wildlife con-
servation activities are being made for inclusive 
public participation.Priority actions for conservation 
in the short term are the establishment of protected 

areas, a monitoring programme, reduction in the 
killing of tiger prey species, and suppressing illegal 
hunting.

According to the GTI statistics, there are cur-
rently about 3,200 wild tigers left in the world and the 
forests of Myanmar still has about 150 tigers. 

Myanmar and Wildlife Protection
The killing and smuggling of animals is under-

mining economies and ecosystems, fuelling organ-
ized crime and feeding corruption and insecurity 
across the globe. Actions should be taken to protect 
resources and ecosystems, ensuring sustainable 
development for future generations which can save 
the environment and biodiversity. 

Environmental issues ought to be embedded 
in our development policies aims to raise public 
awareness of the need to preserve the environment, 
to understand environmental issues and challenges 
and highlight awareness of the illegal wildlife trade.

As part of the country’s efforts to promote sus-
tainable development, including the protection and 
preservation of wildlife, Myanmar formulates a na-

tional environmental policy, strategic framework 
and a master plan in collaboration with the UNDP; 
a national climate change strategy and action plan 
with UNEP, UN-Habitat and the EU; a green economy 
policy and strategic framework with the World Wildlife 
Fund; National and city-level waste management 
strategies and action plans with UNEP and the 
Institute for Global Environmental Strategy; and a 
hazardous waste management master plan with the 
National Environmental Agency of Norway.

Efforts are being made to step up the country’s 
national strategies, urging the people to understand 
how to preserve the endangered animals. 

It is important to make more awareness among 
the public to combat illicit trading of wildlife and 
endangered species of plants. Effective enforcement 
should be made to establish more wildlife sanctuaries 
in the country. 

All the bodies including the governments, 
non-governmental organizations, the business com-
munity and all the citizens are essential to participate 
in the implementation process to be successful.

Translated by Win Ko Ko Aung

Wildlife Conservation is the duty and 
responsibility of all Myanmar

IT is evident that all populations of living things including natural resources, wildlife and ecosystems are interrelated one another. When one population of animals, plants, or insects increase or decrease, other 
populations of living things are also affected.  The number of animals such as insects and birds could increase due to fewer insect eating birds and trees and other plants could be negatively affected as a conse-
quence of ecosystem. The amount of habitat can be determined the number of animals which can live in the jungle. Moreover human activities can lead to the greatest impact on the amount and quality of wildlife 
habitat in the forest. Wildlife habitat can be destroyed as a result of urban sprawl, agricultural practices, pollution, sedimentation, or habitat fragmentation.

By Min Min (Dawei)

Photo: Courtesy Julia Thiemann WWF-Myanmar
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VICE President U Myint Swe 
met with entrepreneurs in Yan-
gon yesterday, calling for close 
cooperation between the govern-
ment and businesses for the de-
velopment of the private sector.

The Vice President made 
the remark in his opening ad-
dress at the 15th meeting with 
leaders of the private business 
sector at the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry yesterday.

The two sides had held a 
meeting in October 2016, when 
businesspersons submitted 225 
points of their difficulties to the 
Union Government.

U Myint Swe pledged to 
solve the remaining points of 
difficulties through the pri-
vate-public dialogue model.

In his opening address yes-
terday, U Myint Swe also invited 
the private sector to cooperate 
with the government in its ef-
forts to ease rules, promote 
small and medium enterprises, 
develop the trade sector, provide 
vocational training and build in-
frastructure.

Reforming the private sec-
tor plays an important role not 
only in the country’s economic 
sector but also in promoting the 
socio-economy of the people, 
because more than 90 per cent 
of the country’s economy relies 
on the private sector, said Vice 
President U Myint Swe.

The value of foreign trade 
has reached more than US$28.6 
billion up to February this fiscal 
year, registering an increase of 
more than $4 billion compared 

with the same period last year.
In the trade sector, more 

than $23.6 billion came from the 
private sector, amounting to 83 
per cent of the foreign trade.

The Vice President also 
thanked the peasants and trad-
ers for achieving a record high 
of rice exports in 70 years. He 
also informed the private sec-
tor that the Union Government 
had formed 11 groups, led by the 
Deputy Minister for Commerce, 
aiming to raise Myanmar’s spot 
in the Ease of Doing Business 
Report of the World Bank.

During the meeting, the two 
sides discussed obstacles faced 
by the private sector and mat-
ters related to the development 
of the fuel, rubber and fishery 
sectors.—Myanmar News Agen-
cy     

In accordance with a resolution of the third meeting of  
the 7th State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee held at  the 
Maha Pathana Cave on KabaAye Hill on 26 February, 2015, 
the External Affairs Body was formed under the Education 
and External Affairs Sub-Committee of the State Sangha 
Maha Nayaka Committee on 1st November 2016 with the aim 
of carrying out the following four objectives.

(a) To propagate the Theravada Buddhism 
(b) To cooperate with foreign religious organizations 

and personnel in carrying out religious affairs
(c) To release information on undertakings of  the State 

Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee and information on Ther-
avada Buddhism through www.mahana.org.mm

(d) To assist the Theravada Buddhist missionaries sent 
by the State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee to foreign 
countries

State Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee
Maha Nayaka Monastery, KabaAye Hill

Mayangon Township, Yangon
Phone: 01-661746

(Unofficial Translation)

Announcement on formation of 
External Affairs Body formed 
under the State Sangha Maha 

Nayaka Committee

Yangon, 7th March

VP U Myint Swe calls for close 
cooperation with private sector

Vice President U Myint Swe addresses at the meeting with entrepreneurs in Yangon. PHOTO: MNA 

The Tatmadaw and Myanmar 
Press Council held a workshop 
in Yangon on Tuesday, discuss-
ing the relationship between 
the two sides.

At the meeting, Maj-Gen 
Soe Naing Oo of the Office of the 
Commander-in-Chief (Army) of 
Defence Services explained the 
releasing information by the 
Tatmadaw on Rakhine issue.

They also discussed the 
media law and journalistic 
ethics.

At the fifth workshop, sen-
ior military officers discussed 
fake accounts on social media, 
fake news and accusations 
against the Tatmadaw and ef-
forts for the Tatmadaw to turn 
itself into a standard army.

U Ohn Kyaing, Vice-Chair-
man-1 of the Myanmar Press 
Council said the council will 
brief the experiences gained 
in a recent workshop of the 
four pillars of the country and 
the weak and strong points 
of the media discussed in the 
workshop with the Tatmadaw 
will be conveyed to the media 
personnel.

Maj-Gen Soe  Naing Oo, 
Chairman of the Tatmadaw 
True News Information Team 
said the Tatmadaw is carrying 
out its duties abiding the law 
and has taken actions against 
its members who break the law 
while following the internation-
al conventions.—Myanmar 
News Agency      

Deputy Minister for Informa-
tion, U Aung Hla Tun, received 
the Authorized Representative 
from Konrad Adenauer Stiftung 
(KAS), Dr. Norbert Eschborn, at 
the meeting hall of the Ministry 
yesterday morning.

During the meeting they 
discussed about inviting ex-
perts for public relation affairs, 
holding the Transition Forum 
again, training the Research 
Department of the Ministry for 
Information, and publishing the 
Economic book.—Myanmar 
News Agency     

Deputy Minister for Information receives 
KAS’s Authorized Representative

Deputy Minister for Information  U Aung Hla Tun holds talks with the 
Authorized Representative from Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (KAS), Dr. 
Norbert Eschborn, in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Tatmadaw, Myanmar 
Press Council hold 
fifth workshop

Tatmadaw and Myanmar Press Council discuss the relationship 
between the two sides at the workshop in Yangon. PHOTO: MNA
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THE Peace Commission and the 
Karenni National Progressive 
Party-KNPP held a meeting in 
Yangon yesterday, discussing 
the ethnic armed organization’s 
role in political dialogues and 
military affairs.

“This is an unofficial meet-
ing and both sides discussed 
openly. They (KNPP) agree to 
sign the Nationwide Ceasefire 
Agreement-NCA and to take 
part in the peace process,” said 
U Zaw Htay, Director-General 
of the Union Peace Implemen-
tation Department.

Good results are expected 
to be achieved in an unofficial 
meeting between the two sides, 

he added.
The two sides also agreed 

yesterday to hold the upcom-
ing official meetings as soon as 
possible.

“We discussed how we will 
hold the political dialogues, ne-
gotiations over military affairs 
and development works for 
Kayah State,” said U Khu Oo 
Reh, Vice Chairman of KNPP.

The two sides also dis-
cussed the role of KNPP in the 
Joint Monitoring Committee on 
ceasefire and the role of interna-
tional observers in the ceasefire 
agreement, he added.

KNPP also proposed to hold 
an official meeting in Loikaw, the 

capital city of Kayah State.
KNPP signed the state-level 

bilateral agreement six years 
ago. Yesterday’s meeting is 
the first ever meeting between 
KNPP and the new government.

The official meeting is ex-
pected to be held in late March 
or early April.

Yesterday’s meeting was 
attended by Dr. Tin Myo Win, 
Chairman of the Peace Com-
mission, Vice Chairman U Thein 
Zaw, Secretary Lt Gen Khin Zaw 
Oo (Ret),  Lt-Gen Than Tun Oo 
and officials of the Peace Com-
mission while KNPP delegation 
was led by Khu Oo Reh.—Myan-
mar News Agency

Peace Commission, KNPP 
hold unofficial meeting

Matriculation exams began all 
across Myanmar yesterday and 
Maungtaw, Rakhine State also 
peacefully participated with oth-
er States and Regions. 

More than 788,000 students 
registered to take the matricu-
lation exams which began yes-
terday. In Yangon Region, more 
than 111,800 students registered 
for the exam. 

Maungtaw District Deputy 
Commissioner U Ye Htut in-
spected the three examination 
centers in Maungtaw Township 
and met with the township Ed-
ucation Officer to discuss plans 
in place for smooth matriculation 
exams for students. 

U Khin Aung, the township 
education officer, said that a to-
tal of  78 per cent of students 
in the township have taken the 

Nationwide matric exams begin

first day of the exams while the 
rest of the students have not. 
Last year, over 2,000 students 
signed up for the matriculation 
exams but only 1,200 students 
actually took the exams while 

700 neglected to participate. 
Even though not a lot of stu-
dents participated this year 
the number is a significant 
increase from last year. –Hein 
Htet Zaw 

Students return home following the end of the first day of 
matriculation examination in Maungtaw. PHOTO: RAMANYA

THE second day meeting of the 
19th ASEAN-COCI Subcommit-
tee on Information Meeting was 
held at Sky Star Hotel in Yangon 
yesterday morning.

Chairpersons and members 
of the Subcommittees on Infor-
mation from respective ASEAN 
countries, departmental heads 
and producers and officials from 
ASEAN Internal Affairs attend-
ed the meeting.

The participants discussed 
issues on the Information sec-
tor for the upcoming 20th ASE-
AN-COCI Subcommittee on In-
formation Meeting that will be 
held in the Philippines, funds for 

ASEAN’s Culture, and exchang-
ing colorful and educated ASE-
AN TV programmes for showing 
to each ASEAN country in turn 
were discussed.

After the meeting, Chair-
persons and representatives 
from ASEAN-COCI visited the 
Myanmar Gems Museum on 
Kabar Aye Pagoda Road, the 
Secretariat on Theinphyu Road 
and then they visited Shweda-
gon Pagoda.

As the meeting was suc-
cessfully finished, chairpersons 
and representatives will go back 
home today.—Myanmar News 
Agency

19th ASEAN-COCI successfully held in Yangon 

The second day meeting of the 19th ASEAN-COCI Subcommittee on Information Meeting held at Sky Star 
Hotel in Yangon yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

YESTERDAY, Maungtaw Dis-
trict Deputy Commissioner U 
Ye Htut and other officials vis-
ited IDPs from Yathedaung and 
Buthidaung townships who fled 
their homes after the 25 Au-
gust 2017 terrorist attacks and 
are temporarily settled near 
the mouth of Mho Win creek to 
cross into Bangladesh.

The officials inquired the 
reasons for fleeing their homes, 
why they want to cross over 
to Bangladesh, the difficulties 
they are currently facing and 
their needs and their require-
ments. Officials discovered that 
initially a total of 666 residents 
from 15 villages in Buthidaung 
and 2 villages in Yathedaung 
had taken up temporary shel-
ter in the area but 210 of them 
had already left for Bangladesh 
leaving 456 people behind. The 
IDPs claim that scarcity of jobs, 

food, and threats from ARSA 
terrorists are the reasons for 
crossing over to Bangladesh.

U Ye Htut assured the IDPs 
that authorities responsible will 
do all they can to provide secu-
rity and they are collaborating 
with NGOs to provide weekly 
and monthly humanitarian aid 
to villages in afflicted areas. He 
said District and Township Ad-
ministration Committees have 
issued special documents to 
allow workers to travel within 
workplaces in Buthidaung and 
Maungtaw.

The IDPs replied that 
Hluttaw representatives and 
Muslim leaders have discussed 
matters with them to relocate 
back to their hometowns but 
they are voluntarily leaving for 
Bangladesh where their rela-
tives are already settled.—Hein 
Htet Zaw 

Maungtaw District Deputy 
Commissioner meets IDPs 
in Rakhine State

Maungtaw District Deputy Commissioner U Ye Htut meets IDPs near the 
mouth of Mho Win  creek, in Maungtaw Rakhine State. PHOTO: MNA
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V ORIENTAL SKY

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V ORIENTAL 
SKY are hereby notified that the vessel will be arriving 
on 8-3-2018 and cargo will be discharged into the 
premises of MIPL where it will lie at the consignee’s risk 
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions 
of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S RK SHIPPING & 
TRADING PTE LTD.

Phone No: 2301928

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
M.V KOTA HASIL VOY. NO. ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V KOTA HASIL 
VOY. NO. ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 8-3-2018 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER 
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

MOSCOW — Other coun-
tries will not be able to 
design a rival to Russia’s 
Iskander-M mobile short-
range ballistic missile sys-
tems before 2025, Russian 
Ground Forces Command-
er-in-Chief Col Gen Oleg 
Salyukov told the Russian 
Defence Ministry’s official 
Krasnaya Zvezda daily on 

Wednesday.
“According to design-

ers, foreign states will be 
able to create its coun-
terpart no earlier than in 
2025,” Salyukov said.

According to the of-
ficial, the rearmament of 
Russian missile forma-
tions with Iskander-M mis-
sile systems continues as 

planned. Iskander tactical 
ballistic missile systems 
are capable of hitting both 
small-size and large-area 
targets at a distance of 
up to 500 km to destroy 
missile and multiple 
launch rocket systems, 
long-range artillery guns, 
aircraft and helicopters at 
aerodromes, command 

posts and communications 
centres.

The Iskander tactical 
ballistic missile complex 
includes a launcher, a load-
er-transporter, a routine 
maintenance vehicle, a 
command post vehicle, an 
information post, an am-
munition equipment set 
and training aids.—Tass     

Russia’s Iskander-M to remain 
unmatched until at least 2025 — official

The rearmament of Russian missile 
formations with Iskander-M systems 
continues as planned. PHOTO: TASS

Women blazing a trail in ‘men’s jobs’

Devrim Ozdemir, one of the first women firefighters in 
Turkey, has inspired 50 other women to join the Izmir 
brigade. PHOTO: AFP

PARIS — In the ring, bat-
tling flames or lifting off 
into space, women have 
entered professions gen-
erally considered to be 
men’s jobs.

For International 
Women’s Day on March 
8, AFP Photo and AFPTV 
met some 20 women break-
ing down the barriers of 
gender bias in the world 
of work.

Here are profiles of 
three women trailblazers 
around the globe:
- Firefighter in Turkey -

“In the beginning, my 
family told me: ‘Stop, you 
won’t succeed, this is a job 
for men’,” says Devrim 
Ozdemir, who did not heed 
the advice. In 2008, she be-
came one of the first wom-
en to put on a firefighter’s 
uniform in Turkey.

“Today, everyone sup-
ports me, they have con-
fidence in me,” says the 
37-year-old. Assigned to a 

fire and rescue brigade in 
the western city of Izmir, 
she has started a trend. 
Now there are 51 women 
firefighters, though they 
are still a small portion of 
the 1,200-strong force.

“Today I am a fire-
fighter who stands beside 
people in their difficult 
times,” she says, of her 
motivation.

And sometimes the 
firefighting itself can be 
physically tough.

“It has been difficult 
at times, for example on 
interventions that require 
physical strength. I also 
faced challenges in carry-
ing all our equipment, but 
apart from that, I never 
had any trouble.”

Ozdemir encourages 
young women to persevere 
in the male-dominated pro-
fession and points out that 
there is pay equality.

“For me it is impor-
tant, we could have re-

ceived less money for the 
same job, but no, we have 
the same salary.”

Her enthusiasm, de-
termination and pride in 
her profession also in-
spires youngsters, like her 
six-year-old son — instead 
of reading him bedtime sto-
ries she tells him about her 
work.

“I’m a heroine to my 
son, it’s an incredible feel-
ing,” she says, smiling, and 

adding proudly: “He, too, 
wants to become a fire-
fighter.”
- South African fighter -

As the first wom-
an amateur champion 
in mixed martial arts 
(MMA) in South Africa, 
Shana Power defies the 
stereotypes about women 
in a combat sport with her 
ferocity in the ring. She was 
nicknamed “Titanium”.

Born in Johannes-

burg, the 25-year-old 
blonde was first attract-
ed to MMA by such star 
fighters as American Holly 
Holm and wanted to do the 
same in her homeland.

“When I was growing 
up I was very athletic, I’ve 
always been sporty. So I 
understood that the mind 
was as important as the 
body... if you can unlock the 
mind and build the mind 
then your body will be an 
unstoppable force.”

Power says she was 
supported by the people 
who trained her in MMA 
and now trains and in-
spires others herself.

“In my profession 
I’ve actually been quite 
fortunate. I haven’t faced 
many challenges, for ex-
ample, being a woman in 
a male-dominated sport. 
I’ve actually had a lot of 
positives from it.”

Except perhaps for 
the money.

“I don’t think we get 
offered the same,” admits 
the champion, now a MMA 
professional. But she adds 
that “in terms of the per-
sonal training and coach-
ing, yes,” it’s the same as 
for men.
- US astronaut -

“I was 10 years old 
when Apollo 11 landed on 
the moon and that was my 
‘aha’ moment as I like to 
say.

“I looked at Neil Arm-
strong and Buzz Aldrin 
walking on the moon and 
thought that’s what I want 
to do when I grow up: ‘I’m 
gonna be an astronaut and 
I am gonna fly in space’,” 
says Wendy Lawrence, 58, 
a former NASA astronaut.

A trained Navy heli-
copter pilot, she realised 
her dream becoming an 
astronaut with four flights 
onboard a NASA space 
shuttle between 1995 and 
2005.—AFP     
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT
C4-CS3

INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT
Client: Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC)
Country: Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Project: Myanmar Southeast Asia Disaster Risk Management Project
Loan No.  60800-MM
Assignment Title: International Financial Management Consultant
Reference No. (as per Procurement Plan): C4-CS3

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received financing from the International Development 
Association (IDA) in the form of a loan toward the cost of Myanmar Southeast Asia Disaster Risk 
Management Project. The Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC), an implementing agency for 
the Project, intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this loan for Consulting Services. 

YCDC wishes to invite eligible Individual Consultant to express his/her interest in providing his/her 
services as International Financial Management Consultant. 

The International Financial Management Consultant shall be responsible for inter alia: i) Assisting the 
Project to set up internal control system (including recording, funds flow, reporting) for the Financial 
Management; ii) Review, including identification of an accounting software will be suitable for the 
project. If so, work closely/co-ordinate with Finance team at relevant implementing agencies identify 
project requirements and needs, to design appropriate chart of accounts and reporting format to ensure the 
project’s financial reporting requirements/needs are met iii) Supervise and undertake on-the-job training 
and allocation of works for finance/accounting staff. The Consultant should carry out training need 
assessments of the capacity of the government finance staff working on the project. Prepare an annual 
capacity building plan and provide trainings including formal on-the-job training; iv) Prepare /revise 
financial management manuals, including revising all forms when required. 

It is envisaged that the services will be carried out as short term assignments (total duration: estimation 
180 days) over a period of one year and renewable for a further year subject to satisfactory performance. 

YCDC now invites eligible Individual Consultant to indicate his/her interest in providing the Services. 
Interested individual consultant must provide information indicating that he/she is qualified to perform the 
services:  Curriculum Vitae (should include a description of education and general qualifications, similar 
assignments, experience in similar conditions etc. and the names, business contacts and email addresses 
of three referees).

The successful candidate must have (Essential Qualifications and Knowledge/Experience): 1) At least 
a Master degree in accounting, finance or relevant field or holding recognized accounting professional 
qualifications (CA, CPA, ACCA) is preferable; 2) At least 10 years of professional experience in 
accounting, development project accounting in donor-financed projects, with major development 
partners or international non-governmental organizations; 3) Experience in setting , using and training 
computerized accounting software; 4) Previous experience in conducting similar assignment within Asia 
and other regions ; 5) Must have excellent communication and inter personal skill with gender sensitivity, 
respect for local culture and result oriented attitude. 

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to paragraph 1.9 of the World Bank’s Guidelines: 
Selection and Employment of Consultants under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank 
Borrowers January 2011, revised July 2014 (“Consultant Guidelines”), setting forth the World Bank’s 
policy on conflict of interest. 

A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Individual Consultant Selection method set out in 
the Consultant Guidelines.

Further information can be obtained at the address below during office hours [9.30a.m to 4.30p.m, Monday 
to Friday].

Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written form to the address below (in person, or by mail, or 
by fax, or by e-mail) by 21st, March, 2018 before 3:00 pm.

Yangon City Hall
Contact Person: U Aung Kyaw Thu
1st Floor, Yangon City Hall,
Kyauktada Township, Yangon,
Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Tel: ++ 951388732
Fax No. : 951388732
E-mail: ycdcdba@gmail.com

Genetic tweak 
makes plants use 
25% less water
LONDON—Researchers 
on Tuesday unveiled a ge-
netic modification that en-
ables plants to use a quar-
ter less water with scant 
reduction in yield.

By altering a single 
gene, scientists coaxed 
tobacco plants — a model 
crop often used in experi-
ments — to grow to near 
normal size with only 75 
per cent of the water they 
usually require.

If major food crops re-
spond the same way, they 
said, the first-of-its-kind 
genetic “hack” could help 
feed the growing popula-
tion of an increasingly wa-
ter-starved world.

“This is a major 
breakthrough,” said sen-
ior author Stephen Long, 
a professor at the Institute 
of plant biology at the Uni-
versity of Illinois.

“When water is limit-
ed, these modified plants 
will grow faster and yield 
more.”

The findings were re-
ported in the journal Na-
ture Communications.

Today, 1.2 billion peo-
ple live in regions where 
water is scarce, and four 
billion — two-thirds of 
humanity — experience 
scarcity at least one month 
every year.

By 2030, the planet will 
face a 40 per cent water 
deficit if global warming 
continues at its current 
pace, according to the UN 
World Water Development 
report.

Agriculture guz-
zles three-quarters of all 
groundwater withdraw-
als — 90 per cent in poor 
countries.

“Making crop plants 
more water-use efficient is 
arguably the greatest chal-
lenge for current and future 
plant scientists,” said lead 
author Johannes Kromdi-
jk, also from the Universi-
ty of Illinois. Long and his 
team tweaked the gene that 
codes a protein — known 
as PsbS — crucial to pho-
tosynthesis, the process by 
which plants convert light 
into nutrients.

PsbS plays a key role 
in relaying information 
about the quantity of day-
light, which triggers the 
opening and closing of mi-
croscopic leaf pores called 
stomata.

- Some help from global 
warming -

When stomata are 
open, plants can absorb 
the CO2 needed for photo-
synthesis.

At the same time, how-
ever, water also escapes 
into the air.

In the genetically en-
gineered plants, increased 
levels of PsbS caused the 
tiny leaf pores to close 
earlier than they normally 
would, allowing the plant  
to retain more precious 
liquid.

Ironically, this gain in 
water storage is only made 
possible by global warming, 
which has increased the 
concentration of carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere 
by about 25 per cent since 
1950. In the experiments, 
the tobacco plants could 
take in enough CO2 — de-
spite the stomata’s short-
ened work day — because 
of this higher concentra-
tion.—AFP

(US $ Millions)

Situation of Foreign Direct Investment in Myanmar 

2012-2013 2013-2014 2017-20182016-20172014-2015 2015-2016

4644.46

(April-October)
2011-2012

Source:Directorate of Investment & Company Administration ( DICA )
Information Unit:  Central Statistical Organization

1419.47

4107.06

8010.53

9481.28
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Bezos tops Forbes 
world’s rich list as Trump 
wealth drops

Bezos sailed past Gates to top the Forbes billionaires list for the first 
time. PHOTO: AFP

PARIS — Amazon chief Jeff Be-
zos is now the world’s richest 
person, having snatched the 
top spot from Microsoft founder 
Bill Gates who slips to second 
place, according to Forbes mag-
azine’s annual billionaires list 
published on Tuesday.

US President Donald 
Trump’s ranking on the list fell 
to 766th place from 544th in the 
last edition, his wealth now be-
ing estimated at $3.1 billion, $400 
million less than a year ago.

Bezos’ fortune shot up to 
$112 billion, Forbes said, after 
a 59-per cent rise in Amazon 
shares over the past 12 months 
that put him way ahead of the 
$90 billion listed for Gates.

After the announcement, 
Bezos’ worth rocketed again to 
$127 billion in line with a spike 
in Amazon stock, widening the 
gap between him and Gates.

Legendary investor War-
ren Buffett held on to his num-
ber-three ranking, followed 
by French industrialist Ber-
nard Arnault, who jumped to 

fourth-richest person from his 
previous number 11 spot, mostly 
thanks to euro strength against 
the dollar, the magazine said.

Facebook’s Mark Zucker-
berg was fifth on the list.

Two Chinese billionaires 
rose to be among the 20 rich-
est people in the world: Ma 
Huateng, CEO of Chinese in-
ternet giant Tencent who is the 
richest person in Asia and num-
ber 17 in the world, and Aliba-
ba founder Jack Ma. There are 
now a record 2,208 billionaires 
in the world, Forbes counted, 
and their combined worth is 
$9.1 trillion, up 18 per cent from 
last year.  The US has the most 
billionaires (585), followed by 
mainland China (373).

Forbes’ list contains 259 
newcomers, including the 
first-ever cryptocurrency bil-
lionaires. Falling fortunes or 
political headwinds, meanwhile, 
pushed 121 people out of the 
illustrious list, including all 10 
Saudi Arabians, the magazine 
said.—AFP 

UK video game industry, home of 
Lara Croft, fights gender imbalance

LONDON  —  Giving life to a 
black elf in a fantasy video game, 
softly spoken schoolgirl Hannah 
leans into the microphone to de-
liver an ominous warning: “This 
world, and everything in it, will 
burn!”

With seven other school-
girls, the 13-year-old is learning 
the tricks of the gamer trade as 
part of an initiative to encourage 
more girls to enter the industry.

For the past three years Cre-
ative Assembly, one of Britain’s 
largest video game developers, 
has hosted girl-only workshops 
at its offices in Horsham, South 
London.

“We encounter a lot of feed-
back from school students and 
parents,” said Jodie Azhar, lead 
technical artist on “Total War: 
Warhammer”, the studio’s flag-
ship series.

“We want to address these 
misconceptions such as ‘it’s eas-
ier for men to find jobs than it 
is for women in this industry’ 
and ‘my mom tells me to get a 
real job.’”

With her rectangular glass-

Cosplayers wearing costumes of Lara Croft and a Star Wars’ 
stormtrooper. Lara Croft is a popular video game character but now the 
UK industry is seeking to redress the gender imbalance among game 
developers.  PHOTO: AFP

es and red highlights, Azhar 
knows as a young female that 
she is an exception in Britain’s 
video game industry.

According to a 2016 study, 
women fill only 19 per cent of 
jobs, despite the fact that women 
make up half of British gamers.

“In that 19 per cent, how 
many of those women are ac-
tually making games?” asked 
Marie Claire Isaaman, president 
of the “Women in Games” group, 
which seeks to increase female 
representation.

“If I look to a range of other 
data, most women aren’t making 
games,” she added. “So you have 
all male team(s) developing fe-
male characters. That can be a 
big problem.”
- Gamergate and Lara Croft -

For Azhar, this shortage is 
primarily linked to education.

“I think the biggest issue 
with women getting in the indus-
try comes from a school age,” 
she told AFP.

“Although I loved playing 
video games, I didn’t realise that 

making them could be a profes-
sional career. At school, I never 
got told about theses jobs.”

Much of the disparity can be 
traced back to a supply shortage, 
with fewer girls chosing to study 
STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics) 
subjects, according to Richard 
Wilson, head of the Independent 
Video Game Developers’ Asso-
ciation in the UK.

Studios “can actively go out 
and try to encourage more wom-
en to get a career in the video 
games industry,” he suggested.

Part of the imbalance has 
also been ascribed to negative 
attitudes within the video game 
world, claims that boiled over in 
2014 with the so-called “Gamer-
gate” incident.

The row centred on accusa-
tions that journalists were arti-
ficially boosting games created 
by female developers, but soon 
took a dark turn with death and 
rape threats levelled against in-
dependent developer Zoe Quinn.

On the flip side, studios 
now appear less hesitant to cast 
women as main characters, such 
as in recent releases “Horizon: 
Zero Dawn” and “Uncharted: 
The Lost Legacy”.

In recent years, more and 
more women have also joined 
development teams.

And the sector is booming: 
the UK has more than 2,000 stu-
dios, employing around 13,000 
people, and the industry grew 
by 7 per cent in 2017.

The country boasts some of 
the industry’s most prestigious 
names, such as the Rockstar 
North studio in Scotland, crea-
tor of the “Grand Theft Auto” 
series, and London’s Rocksteady. 
—AFP 

Actress Richa Chadha . PHOTO: PTI

Richa Chadha to play adult film 
star Shakeela in biopic
MUMBAI —  Actress Richa 
Chadha will play the role of re-
al-life adult film star Shakeela 
in her biopic which will be di-
rected by Indrajit Lankesh.

Shakeela is one of the big-
gest stars of the 90s from Kerala 
and has acted in several adult 
films in languages spanning 
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and 
Kannada.

The film will go on floors 

next month and will chronicle 
the life of Shakeela who entered 
the film business at the age of 
16 and traces her life journey 
from there.

“The film is the story of 
Shakeela, one of the most fa-
mous actors from Malayalam 
cinema from the 90s who rose to 
a spectacular amount of fame. 
Her fans were spread across 
Asia and she earned fanfare as 

a woman which back then was 
unheard of,” said a spokesper-
son for Richa.

“The film’s script was 
exciting and is a great sto-
ry to tell and the story will 
make for a great watch for 
the audience. 

The preparations will be-
gin soon and the film should be 
going on floors in end April or 
May,” he added.—PTI 
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Theme park Huis Ten Bosch unveils 
floating capsule hotel

Futuristic floating spherical capsule hotels are unveiled to the press at the Huis Ten Bosch theme park in 
Nagasaki Prefecture, southwestern Japan on 6 March, 2018, ahead of the official launch.  PHOTO: KYODO 
NEWS

NAGASAKI — A futuristic float-
ing capsule hotel was unveiled 
to the press on Tuesday ahead 
of its official launch at the Huis 
Ten Bosch theme park in south-
western Japan.

Huis Ten Bosch Co, the 
operator of the Dutch-themed 
attraction in the southwestern 
Japan prefecture of Nagasaki, 
will start trials of the spherical 
capsule this month with an eye to 
beginning the service this sum-

mer. The company plans to have 
a ship tow the hotel between the 
theme park and a nearby island.

One floating capsule can 
accommodate two or three per-
sons, with its first floor designed 
as an accommodation cabin and 
second floor an observation 
dome.

In a programme planned by 
the operator, visitors will check 
in at the Huis Ten Bosch resort 
and get on the capsule to travel to 

an uninhabited island in Omura 
Bay alongside the city of Saikai.

Huis Ten Bosch President 
Hideo Sawada told a press con-
ference, “We can make more 
improvements.

 We will upgrade designs 
and functions from now on.” On 
the island, the company is plan-
ning to open a new facility where 
visitors can fight dinosaurs in 
an augmented-reality game. 
—Kyodo News     

Oldest message in a bottle found 
at remote Australian beach

SYDNEY —  A message in a 
bottle written 132 years ago and 
found on an Australian beach 
by a group of walkers including 
the parents of Formula One 
star Daniel Ricciardo has been 
verified as the world’s oldest 
known missive of its kind.

The rectangular bottle was 
discovered half-buried in sand 
dunes near Wedge Island, some 
160 kilometres (99 miles) north 
of Perth, in January.

It took weeks of sleuthing 
using Google Translate, online 
research and archival digging 
before the unusual find was 
confirmed as an authentic bot-
tle thrown from a German ship 
into the Indian Ocean.

The group of six had been 
driving through the remote 
west-coast dunes when Grace 
Ricciardo suggested they stop 
to take a walk, Kym Illman told 
AFP on Wednesday.

His wife Tonya accompa-
nied her and spotted the object, 
thinking it was rubbish.

“She thought, ‘That looks 
nice, that’ll look good on my 
bookshelf ’,” he said.

The group thought they 
might have picked up some-
thing special when they shook 
the bottle and a damp, rolled-up 
parchment that looked like a 
cigarette fell out.

Returning to their nearby 
holiday home, they opened the 
note after warming it briefly in 
an oven.

Illman used his knowledge 
of basic German to decipher 
instructions asking the finder 
to send details of where and 
when the bottle was found.

Using Google Translate to 
understand the rest of the text, 
Illman realised they might be 
the first people to read the note 
— if it was authentic — since 

12 June, 1886, according to the 
date written on it.

The discovery led Illman to 
plunge into weeks of research 
and discussions with museums, 
before settling on the theory it 
might be a 19th century Dutch 
gin bottle thrown from the Ger-
man sailing barque Paula some 
950 kilometres from the West 
Australian coast.

It was one of thousands 
of bottles used in a long-term 
German oceanographic ex-
periment to better understand 
global ocean currents and find 
faster, more efficient shipping 
routes, the Western Australian 
Museum said.

“Extraordinary finds need 
extraordinary evidence to sup-
port them, so we contacted col-
leagues in the Netherlands and 
Germany for help to find more 
information,” the museum’s 
assistant curator for maritime 
archaeology Ross Anderson 
said in a statement.

“Incredibly, an archival 
search in Germany found 
Paula’s original Meteorological 
Journal and there was an entry 
for 12 June 1886 made by the 
captain, recording a drift bottle 
having been thrown overboard.

“The date and the coordi-
nates correspond exactly with 
those on the bottle message.”

The museum said Germa-
ny’s Federal Maritime and Hy-
drographic Agency and Nation-
al Meteorological Service had 
verified the find as authentic, 
with the bottle to go on display 
at the WA Maritime Museum in 
Fremantle.

The previous oldest known 
message in a bottle was found 
in Germany 108 years and 138 
days after it was thrown into 
the North Sea by a marine bi-
ologist in 1906.—AFP     

It took weeks of sleuthing to verify the unusual find as the world’s 
oldest known message in a bottle. PHOTO : AFP

Einstein letter fetches $100,000 at 
Jerusalem auction
JERUSALEM — A letter penned 
by legendary physicist Albert 
Einstein discussing one of his 
groundbreaking theories sold 
in Jerusalem on Tuesday for 
over $100,000 as part of trove of 
documents that went under the 
hammer.

The handwritten missive, 

A picture taken on 6 March, 2018 in Jerusalem shows an auctioneer 
holding up a letter by Nobel Prize-winning physicist Albert Einstein 
dated 1928 concerning the formalisation of the “Third Stage of the 
Theory of Relativity” that sold for $103,700 . PHOTO: AFP

sent in 1928 by Einstein from Ber-
lin to a mathematician about the 
formalisation of the “Third Stage 
of the Theory of Relativity”, was 
snapped up by an anonymous 
buyer for $103,700 (83,600 euros). 
The letter was written during one 
of the “most exciting, feverish 
periods of Einstein’s scientific ca-

reer” as he worked to hammer 
out one of the major scientific 
breakthroughs of the last century, 
auction house Winner’s said.

It included a second note jot-
ted by Einstein on the back of the 
envelope refining his thinking.

The sum — while large — 
pales in comparison to the $1.56 
million that one purchaser paid 
for a letter from Einstein on the 
secret of happiness at a Jeru-
salem auction in October after 
it was initially valued at some 
$8,000. Among Tuesday’s other 
lots were letters and photographs 
relating to the winner of the 1921 
Nobel Prize in physics that also 
sold for several thousand dollars.

Winner’s boss Gal Wiener 
told AFP that the trove “reveals 
the complex character of the 
great scientist”. German-born 
Einstein served as a non-resi-
dent governor of Jerusalem’s He-
brew University up to his death. 
—AFP     
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PARIS — Paris Saint-Germain 
invested 400 million euros ($496 
million) this summer to try to 
buy European supremacy, only 
to crash out of the Champions 
League at the same last-16 stage 
as last season.

AFP Sport looks at where it 
went wrong for the Qatari-owned 
club as they were eliminated 5-2 
on aggregate by defending cham-
pions Real Madrid on Tuesday:
Neymar’s broken foot 
bone

The absence of Neymar, 
PSG’s main potential matchwin-
ner, weighed heavily on a team 
that looked short on attacking 
ideas without the Brazilian ma-
gician waving his wand. When 
PSG needed him most, and in 
exactly the match he was bought 
to win, the 222-million-euro man 
was in Brazil recovering from a 

foot operation.
Cavani shoots blanks

Edinson Cavani became 
PSG’s all-time top scorer this 
season, but against Real Madrid 
the Uruguayan was toothless, 
with just a lucky bounce off his 
knee earning him a place on the 
scoresheet at the Parc des Princ-

es. When his personal goal tally 
is measured against Cristiano 
Ronaldo, the score over the two 
legs was 3-1 to the Portuguese 
World Player of the Year.
Lack of experience

In 2017, PSG blew a 4-0 
lead from the first leg against 
Barcelona as they capitulated 

spectacularly in the Camp Nou, 
losing 6-1. This year they con-
ceded two goals in Madrid when 
they had seemingly been heading 
for a 1-1 draw that would have 
given them a springboard for 
a second-leg victory. The man 
who will inevitably wield the axe 
after the latest failure, club pres-
ident Nasser Al-Khelaifi, did not 
mince his words: “We know that 
Real have a lot of experience. We 
didn’t do what we needed to do to 
win.” Real have won 12 Europe-
an crowns, Barcelona five, while 
PSG have never reached the final 
— and it shows.
Seeing red

The tie was probably get-
ting away from PSG anyway, but 
Marco Verratti’s disastrous send-
ing-off sealed their fate. The Ital-
ian midfielder’s talent has never 
been in question, but his temper-

ament is seriously suspect. After 
already earning a first yellow card 
earlier in the match, he felt he 
was fouled and charged at Ger-
man referee Felix Brych to pro-
test. The red card was produced 
without hesitation, summing up 
a PSG performance that was at 
times ragged and ill-disciplined.
That man Ronaldo

Cristiano Ronaldo was 
showing signs of age earlier in 
the season. Was the glorious 
reign finally over? He made 
nonsense of that question with 
two strikes in the Bernabeu to 
earn Real a 3-1 first-leg win. 
The header to open the scores 
in Paris was his 117th Champi-
ons League goal, extending a 
remarkable record. Any of Re-
al’s quarter-final opponents who 
write off the 33-year-old will do 
so at their peril.—AFP 

Where did it go wrong for PSG in the Champions League?

Edinson Cavani’s failure 
to fire PSG to victory 
over Real Madrid cost 
the Qatari-owned club 
dear.  PHOTO: AFP

Kyaw Zin Lin

YANGON United won its third 
match in a row in their AFC 
Cup 2018 (Group-G) play with 
a convincing 3-0 win over 
Global Cebu with goals by Mg 
Mg Lwin and Sekou Sylla at  
Thuwunna Stadium inYangon 
yesterday.

In the early minutes of the 
match, Global Cebu, a team from 
the Philippines, put pressure on 
Yangon, who responded with a 
stable defending style and an 
attack of their own.

At the 23-minute mark, Yan-
gon’s Sylla attempted to score, 
but his kick was over the net. 
In extra time, Yangon United 
earned a foul ball and Mg Mg 
Lwin kicked a nice shot into the 
net from 18 yards out. The first 
half ended with Yangon United 
leading 1-0.

In the second half, Yangon 
again went on the offensive. The 
second goal of the match was 
scored by Sylla at 47 minutes 
when he headed the ball into the 
net with an assist from Mg Mg 
Lwin.

A few minutes after the goal, 
there was another great chance 
for Yangon. 

 At the 57-minute mark, 

Sylla shot the ball from nearly 
midfield,a distance of nearly 18 
yards. The ball entered the net 
past the right side of the oppo-
nents’ goalie.

Yangon United defender 
Thein Zaw received a red card 

for aggressive play in the late 
minutes of the second half. Soon 
after, Marco Casambre from 
Global Cebu also received a red 
card for agressive play. From 
then on, the match was played 
with 10 players on each side. 

Yangon United now tops 
Group G with 9 points from 3 
wins and no losses. 

On 13 March, Yangon will 
play against Global Cebu, this 
time on their home field in the 
Philippines. 

Yangon United trounces Global 
Cebu in 2018 AFC tourney

Yangon’s star player Mg Mg Lwin poised to kick the ball in yesterday’s AFC Group G match against Global 
Cebu FC at Thuwunna Stadium. PHOTO:YUFC

Summer 
football course 
for children 
Under the supervision of the 
Myanmar Football Federation 
(MFF), a month-long football 
course for children under the 
age of 18 was launched on the 
morning of 5 March on the arti-
ficial turf of Thuwunna Stadium 
in Yangon. There were over 400 
girls and boys not only from the 
Yangon Region but also from Re-
gions and States across Myan-
mar, said an official from the MFF. 
The courses are very convenient 
to attend as they were arranged 
to be held in the long summer hol-
idays for all school students, said 
U Mya Kyi Thar Aye, a parent of 
a children who is undergoing the 
training programme. The course 
is being conducted and headed by 
qualified football coaches includ-
ing U Nyi Nyi Latt, the Myanmar 
U-16 national team head coach, 
along with AFC licensed qualified 
coaches from the MFF and My-
anmar National League. Old My-
anmar footballers including Than 
Toe Aung, Kyi Lwin, Myo Hlaing 
Win, Win Aung, Tin Myint Aung, 
Aung Kyaw Kyaw, Thann Wai, 
Aye Sann, Yar Zar Win Thein will 
also show their brilliant football 
skills to kids for part of the time, 
an official added. All the children 
who pass the training courses 
will be given certificates and the 
course will be conducted until 5 
April.—Kyaw Zin Lin 


