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Celebrating
Shan State
Day

Shan ethnic
women perform
traditional dance
at the 715 annual
celebration

of Shan State
Day at People’s
Park in Yangon
yesterday.
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ASEAN expresses support for Myanmar

Foreign Ministers issue statement backing humanitarian relief programme in Rakhine State

ASEAN foreign ministers
pledged their support for Myan-
mar’s humanitarian relief effort
in Rakhine State, according to
the Union Minister for Interna-

tional Cooperation of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar U
Kyaw Tin, who returned to Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday after attend-
ing the ASEAN Foreign Minis-

ters’ Retreat held in Singapore
on Tuesday.

In a statement issued by
the ASEAN Chair, the ASEAN
Ministers expressed their con-

tinued support for Myanmar’s
humanitarian relief programme
in Rakhine State and welcomed
the ASEAN Coordinating Cen-
tre for Humanitarian Assistance

on disaster management (AHA
Centre)’s ongoing work with
the Myanmar Government-led
mechanism to deliver

SEE PAGE-6
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Pyithu Hluttaw discusses education sector

A proposal to open a comprehen-
sive university in Nay Pyi Taw
and other matters related to the
education sector were discussed
at yesterday’s Pyithu Hluttaw
meeting,

U Tin Hla from Danuphyu
Constituency raised a question
about establishing a comprehen-
sive university in Nay Pyi Taw. U
Win Maw Tun, Deputy Minister
for Education, replied saying
there were plans to construct a
university, and the ministry was
discussing with the Nay Pyi Taw
council about selecting a site for
the construction.

Next, U Sai Thiha Kyaw
from Mongyal Constituency
raised a question on what action
the ministry of education would

take over 19 basic education
schools in Mongyal Township,
where the principal’s chair had
been lying vacant for half the
academic year. U Win Maw Tun
replied that the ministry has
selected 11 principals for basic
education primary schools in
Mongyal Township, while the se-
lection process for middle school
principals started on 27 January
this year, and is still in progress.
The positions for principals in
high schools across the country
are being discussed, he said.

U Nyan Hein from Than-
byuzayet Constituency raised
a question on whether the
township education authorities
would be given the right to grant
permission to primary school

teachers to take leave from
their school if it has less than
65 students, so they can take up
teaching roles in other schools
that need more teaching staff.
The Deputy Minister replied
that this authority had already
been granted to district- and
state-level education authorities.
Later; U Aung Thaung Shwe
from Buthidaung Constituency
forwarded a motion urging the
union government to develop ef-
fective plans for northern Rakh-
ine’s development and to share
them openly with the public.
He cited the Constitutional
Act (385), which states that it is
every citizen’s duty to protect
the security and sovereignty of
the nation, as well as Section (21)

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Win Myint. PHOTO: MNA

(C), which states that it is every
citizen’s duty to uphold peace
and the rule of law. Thus, he said
it is necessary for the union gov-

ernment to collaborate with the
public on matters of security and
the rule of law—Myanmar News
Agency il

Speaker, chairmen, secretaries of Pyithu Hluttaw hold coordination meeting

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Win Myint addresses the coordination meeting in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

THE coordination meeting of
the Speaker, Chairmen and
Secretaries from the respective
committees of Pyithu Hluttaw
(1/2018) was conducted at Za-
buthiri Hall in the Hluttaw build-
ing in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

Deputy Speaker U T Khun
Myat, chairmen and secretaries
of the committee of the Pyithu
Hluttaw attended the meeting,.

Firstly, Speaker of Pyithu
Hluttaw U Win Myint gave the
opening speech.

The officials then explained

the decisions made during the
previous meeting (2/2016).

Later, the chairmen and
secretaries from the respective
committees of Pyithu Hluttaw
stated and explained the bills,
complaint letters, reports and
evaluations.

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U
Win Myint also explained tasks
of the respective committees,
the affairs to be coordinated or
amended and concluded the
meeting with his suggestions.
—Myanmar News Agency B

Amyotha Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw discusses protection of natural resources

THE 14'"-day meeting of the
Amyotha Hluttaw continued
yesterday. The MPs discussed
questions, debated a bill and
considered a motion.

First, U Hway Tin of Chin
Constituency (11) raised a ques-
tion on the project for building a
sports building in Hakha, Chin
State, and if it has been listed in
the 2018-2019 financial year. Dr.
Myint Htwe, union minister for
health and sports, answered that
a survey would be conducted
to check if an additional sports
building was needed in Haka.

Dr. Myint Htwe then an-
swered a question raised by U
Myo Htet from Chin Constitu-
ency (12) on constructing a new
medical facility in Paletwa, Chin
State. Dr. Myint Htwe replied

that the proposal for the medical
facility had been submitted and
was awaiting further instruc-
tions. Next, a motion from U
Pe Chit from Yangon Constitu-
ency (9) was read. The motion
urged the union government to
prioritise the conservation and
protection of Myanmar’s natural
resources.

Major Kyaw Soe Oo said
smuggling of natural resources
in the country was rampant. He
said the laws concerning the pro-
tection of natural resources may
need to be amended to be more
effective. He pointed out that
the improper usage of natural
resources, such as unsystematic
fishing, was slowly destroying
the natural ecology of Myanmar,
including its beautiful islands,

coral reefs, marine biomass
and others. He said the union
government needs to cooperate
with the military, the public and
other departments to carry out
conservation plans effectively.
U Myint Naing of Rahkh-
ine constituency explained that
Rakhine State used to produce
natural gases, oil, teak and other
hardwoods, as well as marine
products and marble rocks. He
said that the natural oil produc-
tion in the area was low now,
and teak forests have all but dis-
appeared. He said more efforts
must be made to conserve the
forests and fishing areas near
the Bay of Bengal. U Myint Na-
ing said that a Viet Nam-Myan-
mar Joint Company was mining
marbles in the area, and sug-

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than. PHOTO: MNA

gested imposing proper restric-
tions and regulations on them.
He said that while the country’s
gross domestic product may be
rising, if left unchecked, no nat-
ural resources will be left for

future generations.

The speaker ended the ses-
sion by announcing that the next
session of the Amyotha Hluttaw
will be held today.—Aye Aye
Thant (MNA) B
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State Counsellor receives
Hon. Robert Rae

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi welcomes Hon. Robert Rae,
former Ontario Premier of Canada, in Nay Pyi Taw. PHOTO: MNA

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, State
Counsellor and Union Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of the Union of My-
anmar received Hon. Robert
Rae, former Ontario Premier of
Canada, at the Ministry in Nay
Pyi Taw at 10:00 hrs yesterday.

Outgoing Indonesian Ambassador
calls on President U Htin Kyaw

During the meeting, they cor-
dially discussed matters per-
taining to bilateral relations
and the latest development of
the Rakhine State including
the arrangements on repatria-
tion process.—Myanmar News
Agency

President U Htin Kyaw receives outgoing Indonesian Ambassador Dr. Ito Sumardi. PHOTO: MNA

PRESIDENT U Htin Kyaw re-
ceived the Ambassador of In-
donesia to Myanmar Dr. Ito Su-
mardi, who completed his tour of
duty at the Presidential Palace at
3 pm in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

During the call, they dis-
cussed matters related to bi-
lateral relations and promotion
of cooperation between the two
countries.

Also present at the call,

were Union Minister for Office
of the State Counsellor U Kyaw
Tint Swe, Deputy Minister for
the President’s Office U Min
Thu, and other officials. —My-
anmar News Agency

Vice President U Henry Van Thio continues Chin State tour

VICE President U Henry Van
Thio, who has been in Chin State
over the last several days, visited
Matupi Township General Hos-
pital yesterday.

He toured the two extend-
ed patients’ wards and two new
faculty residential buildings
that have finished construction.
Dr. Thar Htun Kyaw, the Direc-
tor-General of Public Health De-
partment, and Dr. Kyaw Swar
Lin, Chief of the District Health
Department, explained the pro-
gress to the Vice President. The
Vice President then signed the

hospital’s guestbook and gave
cash donations to patients.

The Vice President and his
entourage then travelled to a
guesthouse on Matupi-Mindat
Road and were entertained with
traditional dances from local res-
idents.

He then inspected the site
for the construction of Mindat
College and was briefed on the
progress by Deputy Speaker
of Chin State Hluttaw U Aung
Than and Director General Dr.
Thein Win of the Department
for Higher Education. The Vice

Vice President U Henry Van Thio provides the cash assistance to a
patient at the Mindat District’s General Hospital. PHOTO: MNA

Vice President U Henry Van Thio inspects the construction site of new Mindat Market. PHOTO: MNA

President offered advice on the
process of supplying clean water
to local residents. The site for
Mindat College was a collective
donation from Mindat residents
for the betterment of Chin State’s
education.

The Vice President then
travelled to Mindat District’s
General Hospital and conferred
cash donations to patients there.
He then inspected the newly ex-
tended patients’ wards and fac-
ulty residential buildings.

Next, they travelled to the
construction site for the new
Mindat Market. Chin State Min-
ister Salai Isaac Khen and Dis-
trict Administrator U Soe Thein
reported on the the progress of
the project to the Vice President.

The Mindat Market was
burned down in an accidental
2016 fire and is now being re-
constructed in a new location
using funds from the Nation-
al Reserve Fund and National
Natural Disaster Fund. The

new market will be 150 by 127
feet wide and will include a
two-storey building made with
reinforced concrete.

Afterwards, the Vice Presi-
dent and entourage travelled by
car to survey the expansion pro-
ject of Mindat-Kanpetlet Road in
progress.

Finally, they arrived at Win
Unity Hotel in Kanpetlet and
were welcomed with tradition-
al dances from local residents.
—Myanmar News Agency
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A man riding bicycle near the construction of the new Tharkayta Bridge which is expected to open in July, 2018 in Yangon. PHOTO: PHOE KHWAR

New Thakayta Bridge to be opened in July

The new Thakayta Bridge con-
necting between Pazundaung
and Dawbon townships is ex-
pected to be opened in July,
according to an official of the
bridge construction project.
The bridge will ensure
better traffic for commuters
and trading goods after the

completion of the project.

“It is the first bridge in
Myanmar adopting Japanese
style construction technique
of bridges. When the project
comes to completion, trucks
leaving from Yangon-Thilawa
port can also go through the
bridge.” said Mr. Kei Kasaha-

ra, in-charge of the project.
The project inaugurated in
April 2015, and the construc-
tion of the four lane bridge cost
approximating US $ 32 million.
Meanwhile, the Depart-
ment of Bridge under the
Ministry of Construction has
been building two flyovers that

cross over railways and road
as well as extending the ap-
proach road in Dawbon side
to four lanes.

When the project is fully
complete, traffic congestion
in Yangon is expected to be
reduced.—Myanmar Digital
News ®

715 Anniversary of Shan State Day commemorated
in Pa’0 Self-Administered Zone

The 71% anniversary of Shan
State Day was commemorated
in Pinlaung Townhsip in Pa’0
Self-Administered Zone of south-
ern Shan Sate this morning,.

At the ceremony, present
saluted the flag of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar and

the flag of Shan State. After-
wards, Township Administrator
U Nyein Htwe read the message
sent by President U Htin Kyaw
on the 71% anniversary of Shan
State Day and deputy chief of
Shan State Police Force Naw
Lwin read the message sent by

Shan State Chief Minister Dr.
Lin Htut on the 71 anniversary
of Shan State Day.

Likewise, the 71%* anniver-
sary of the Shan State Day were
held in Kengtung and Minetung
in eastern Shan State, Namh-
sam and Hopong in southern

Shan State and Tangyan Town-
hsip in northern Shan State,
Muse, Lashio, Mabein, Kunlong
and Kutkai. The present were
departmental officials, mem-
bers of the ethnic literature and
culture and social organiza-
tion.—Myanmar Digital News |

Fruits wholesale market project near Paleik will
bring favorable chances to farmers

THE construction project of the
fruit wholesale market close by
Paleik town in Mandalay Region
was commenced four years ago,
it is complete only 15 per cent
yet, according to the develop-
ers who are undertaking the
project.

The project was started
in 2014, and the foundation of
the wholesale market and shop

houses were built so far.

“The wholesale market is
the project of the previous gov-
ernment. We did a survey and
found that wholesalers and ven-
dors do not want to open their
shops here because the location
of the market is far from the city.
That’s why the construction pro-
jectis slower;” said U Ko Ko, vice
chair of the Mandalay Region

Developers Association.

He added that the business
of fruit growers will have better
chance to choose the price in
one place when the wholesale
market is opened. They can keep
their produce in the marketplace
and shipping them when there
is a buyer. “They can keep their
fruits in cold storage rooms at
the market until they meet with

traders. For e.g- Mango growers
don’t need to decide immediately
on the price or throw away their
mangoes any more. They just
contact Chinese traders and ne-
gotiate for the price. After mak-
ing a deal, they load a container
truck to send to Muse. Traders
will also get fresh and in good
condition fruits,” he explained.—
Myanmar Digital News |



8 FEBRUARY 2018

THE GLOBAL NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

BUSINESS .

Import value increases by
$2 billion nearly this FY

Myanmar’s imports between 1
April and 26 January this fiscal
year (FY) amounted to US$15.1
billion, up by $2 billion as com-
pared with the same period last
FY.

The government sector
imported goods worth $841
million, whereas the private
sector imported goods worth
$14.2 billion.

Ofthe three import groups,
raw industrial goods is mostly
imported into the country with
an estimated value of more

than $6.07 billion, an increase
of $1.41 billion against last FY,
according to the Commerce
Ministry. The import of goods
categorised in the two other
groups — consumer goods and
capital goods — also showed an
increase in their trade value.
The import of capital goods hit
$5.4 billion, while the import of
consumer goods reached $3.65
billion.

Chemicals, fertilisers,
rubber raw materials, indus-
trial paper products, cement,

rail machines and associated
equipment, vehicles and auto
parts, ships and ship machin-
ery, tractors, mobile phones and
telecommunication equipment,
computers and electronic devic-
es, construction tools, and wire
appliances are imported into
Myanmar through the border
points and the sea route.

In the same period, the
export value was $11.4 billion.
There is a trade deficit of $3.7
billion as imports outdid ex-
ports.—Htet Myat m

MIC’s issues 8 permits, 3
endorsements in Feb meeting

The Myanmar Investment
Commission (MIC) has decided
to grant eight investment per-
mits and three endorsements
at its meeting on 2 February.
The eight investment pro-
jects include one foreign enter-
prise, three domestic enterpris-
es and fourjoint ventures for the
CJ Feed production of Hatchery,
which is involved in developing
an offshore supply base, man-
ufacturing of polyester staple
fibre, media content production
and distribution, manufactur-
ing of bathroom products and

accessories, hotel and serviced
apartments and construction of
integrated logistics and supply
base. More than 870 job opportu-
nities will be created from these
enterprises.

Meanwhile, the three other
investment proposals endorsed
by MIC are for Layer Farm and
sale of chicken, manufactur-
ing and sale of lubricants, and
private hotel services, which
are expected to create 165 job
opportunities.

The new Myanmar Invest-
ment Law has granted tax ex-

emption and relief to investors
depending on developments in
the regions and states. Investors
infar-flung areas can enjoy a tax
break for a maximum of seven
years, depending on the zones.

According to the new
Myanmar Investment Law,
region and state DICA offices
are authorised to give approval
to investment proposals with
capital not exceeding $5 mil-
lion (Ks6,000 million), with an
aim to facilitate the verification
process of investment projects.
—Ko Khantm

Muse’s wholesale fruit market
teeming with customers

Buyers and sellers are happy
with the one-stop service at the
Muse wholesale fruit market,
according to a report in City
News yesterday.

Muse’s commodity depots
have united to form a public
company to provide a one-stop
facility for the trading of fruit.
Buyers can choose from sev-
eral fruit varieties and qualities
from one spot itself. Similarly,
growers also do not need ware-
house facilities to store their
goods. The flow of trade has be-
come smoother as the growers
do not need to find buyers. Also,
they reap healthy profits, while
trading takes place through

competitive bidding. Traders
do not need to be concerned
about fraudulent trading, as
the wholesale market has made
systematic arrangements for
bidding on fruits.

Some 250 to 500 12-wheel
trucks loaded with watermel-
on have entered this market. A
kilogram of watermelon fetches
less than 2 yuan, while musk-
melon is worth more than 5
yuan. The watermelon season
is from December to February.
Some 600,000 tonnes of water-
melon are expected to be sent
to China this season.

This northeast gate com-
pound helps accommodate

hundreds of trucks, facilitating
trade. Muse records the larg-
est trade among the 16 bor-
der checkpoints in Myanmar,
carrying out border trade with
China. Myanmar exports agro
products such as rice, broken
rice, fruits and vegetables, as
well as pulses, livestock, fishery
and minerals.

Exports to China sur-
passed imports this fiscal year
(FY). The Muse border trade
from 1 April to 26 January in
the current FY reached more
than US$4.65 billion, including
exports worth $3.2 billion and
imports worth $1.39 billion.—
GNLM =
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Rakhine Relief-to-Recovery-to-
Development Workshop launched

TO draw out future tasks
for the development of Ra-
khine State, the Rakhine
Relief-to-Recovery-to-Devel-
opment Workshop began yes-
terday in Nay Pyi Taw, with
international experts experi-
enced in solving conflicts, such
as the Rakhine issue, sharing
their experiences.

In his opening address of
the two-day workshop, Depu-

ty Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement U Soe
Aung expressed hope that lo-
cal and foreign partnership or-
ganisations would understand
the government’s efforts for
solving the Rakhine State is-
sue, urging them to actively
and openly discuss the issue
to arrive at a good outcome.
Following his address, Dr.
Aung Tun Thet, Chief Coordi-
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The Rakhine Relief-to-Recovery-to-Development Workshop being
held in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

nator of the Union Enterprise for
Humanitarian Assistance, Re-
settlement and Development in
Rakhine (UEHRD), introduced
the UEHRD and answered ques-
tions raised by the participants
of the workshop.

Thomas Hockley of the Eu-
ropean Union, Peter Bachelon of
the United Nations Development
Programme and Sean Bradley
of the World Bank discussed
subjects related to assessment,
management and financial sec-
tors.

The union government an-
nounced last month its readi-
ness for repatriation of return-
ees from Bangladesh under the
agreement between Myanmar
and Bangladesh.

The Physical Arrangement
for Repatriation of Displaced
Myanmar Residents from Bang-
ladesh under the Return of Dis-
placed Persons from Rakhine
State was signed by the two
countries on 16 January.

Myanmar has set up two re-
ception camps and one transit
camp on its side of the border.
—Myanmar News Agency B

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing visits the Singapore Airshow
2018 at Changi Exhibition Centre yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Senior General visits
Singapore Airshow 2018

At the invitation of Lt. Gen. Perry
Lim, Chief of Defence Force of
the Singaporean Armed Forces,
a Tatmadaw delegation, led by
Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing, arrived in Singa-
pore on 6 February to attend the
Singapore Airshow 2018.

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing and his delegation visited
the Singapore Airshow 2018 at
Changi Exhibition Centre yes-
terday morning,.

The Senior General met

with Lt. Gen. Perry Lim at the
exhibition centre.

During the meeting, they
discussed matters related to
boosting the friendship between
the two armed forces, exchange
of visits between the naval forces,
and cooperation in military med-
icine between the two countries.

Later, the Senior General
and his delegation had a look at
the military aircraft, helicopters
and military cargo aircraft on
display at the aviation exhibi-
tion.—Myanmar News Agency ®

ASEAN expresses support for Myanmar

FROM PAGE-1
humanitarian assistance to all
displaced inhabitants without
discrimination. ASEAN also wel-
comed the Arrangement on Re-
turn of Displaced Persons from
Rakhine State between Myan-
mar and Bangladesh signed on
23 November 2017, as well as the
establishment of the Advisory
Board for the implementation
of the recommendations on Ra-
khine State. The ASEAN For-
eign Ministers, among others,
expressed their support to the
Myanmar Government in its ef-
forts to bring peace, stability, rule
of law and to promote harmony
and reconciliation among the
various communities, as well as
sustainable and equitable devel-
opment in Rakhine State.

Union Minister U Kyaw
Tin attended the working din-
ner hosted by Foreign Minister
of Singapore Dr. Vivian Balakr-
ishnan on Monday and ASEAN
Foreign Ministers’ Retreat held
on Tuesday together with other
ASEAN Foreign Ministers.

At the Retreat, the ministers
discussed Singapore’s initiative

N

SINGAPORE 2018

RESILIENT AND INNOVATIVE

ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS" RETREAT
6 February 2018, Si

ngapore
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Union Minister for International Cooperation U Kyaw Tin and other ASEAN Foreign Ministers pose for a
documentary photo at the ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ Retreat in Singapore on Tuesday. PHOTO: MNA

under the theme of “Resilience
and Innovation” as well as priori-
ties of Singapore’s ASEAN chair-

manship including its proposal of

ASEAN Leaders’ Vision for the
resilient and innovative ASEAN,
creation of ASEAN Smart Cit-

ies Network, and strengthening
of Cyber Security cooperation
among ASEAN member states.
They also discussed follow up
to the 31 ASEAN Summit and
exchange views on regional and
international issues of common

interest and concern.

Union Minister U Kyaw Tin
also briefed the ASEAN Foreign
Ministers in an informal setting
on the recent developments in
Rakhine State and Myanmar’s
efforts in preparation for the

return of the displaced people.

In his briefing, Union Minis-
ter U Kyaw Tin stressed that the
current humanitarian situation
in Rakhine State was caused by
brutal terrorist attacks against
30 police outposts, not by clashes
between the two communities.
The issue of Rakhine was not a
religious one, but a political and
economic issue involving illegal
migration, rule of law, resources
competition and poverty.

At a time when the Myan-
mar government has been ex-
erting serious efforts to resolve
the issue, the ARSA terrorist
group has worsened the situa-
tion through provocative acts
and disinformation campaign,
the minister said. The Union
Minister emphasised the need
for ASEAN to assist Myanmar
in enhancing humanitarian as-
sistance and in implementation
of Dr. Kofi Annan Commission’s
recommendations in the needed
areas and not to support actions
that could inflame the already
complex situation and further
polarise the two communities.
—Myanmar News Agency H
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Union Minister Nai Thet Lwin receives Singaporean Ambassador

UNION Minister for Ethnic Af-
fairs Nai Thet Lwin received Sin-
gaporean Ambassador to Myan-
mar Ms Vanessa Elisabeth Chan
Yuen Ying at the guest hall of the
Ministry yesterday afternoon.
During the meeting, the Un-
ion Minister discussed matters
on preserving and promoting the
literature of ethnics, protecting

ethnic rights and supporting the
peace process. He also said the
government is making efforts to
discuss the peace process and
the repatriation process in My-
anmar. He added that one could
witness the true situation of Ra-
khine state.

The Singaporean Ambassa-
dor expressed happiness on hear-

ing about the concerted efforts of
the Ministry of Ethnic Affairs, and
called for more such collaborative
efforts in the future.

The Singaporean Am-
bassador also invited the
ministry to attend the Sin-
gapore-Myanmar Vocational
Institute (SMVTI) in Yangon.
—Myanmar News Agency B

SR -

Union Minister Nai Thet Lwin meets with Singaporean Ambassador Ms
Vanessa Elisabeth Chan Yuen Ying. PHOTO: MNA

Japan is a longtime friend of Myanmar and is determined to provide full-fledged
support for Myanmar’s democratic nation building: Mr. Kentaro Sonoura

The following is an interview with Mr. Kentaro Sonoura, Special Advisor to the Prime Minister of Japan (National Security) who is visiting Myanmar on February 7 and 8.

Q: What sort of
cooperation is Japan
providing to Myanmar?

A: Japan is supporting con-
solidation of democracy, national
reconciliation and economic de-
velopment of Myanmar, regarding
it as its long-standing friend, by
bringing together its public and
private sectors. We are aiming
to provide support, focusing on
the three areas; Yangon’s urban
development; transportation;
and electricity so that Myanmar
people can actually feel a sense
of improvements of their living
conditions by 2020.

It is important to improve
connectivity within the coun-
try as well as with neighboring
countries for realizing econom-
ic development. First, Japan is
carrying out rehabilitation of the
Yangon Circular Railway and will
start the preparatory surveys for
construction of the North-South
and East-West Urban Railway
Lines in order to improve the
efficiency of transport and logis-
tics around Yangon. We will also
implement rehabilitation of the
Yangon-Mandalay Railway and
the improvement of the inland wa-
ter transportation between Yan-
gon and Mandalay, as to enhance
the connectivity between rural
areas and urban areas as well as
overseas. Furthermore, we have
provided support for introducing
an electronic customs system
and are assisting construction
of the East-West Economic Cor-
ridor connecting the border with
Thailand to Yangon, in order to fa-
cilitate logistics in the entire Me-
kong region, including Myanmar.
Itis expected that Thilawa Special
Economic Zone, the symbol of the
cooperation between the public
and private sectors of Japan and
Myanmar, will play an important
role as a trigger for economic

development by connecting My-
anmar's economy with the world
economy, in addition to inviting
foreign investment, fostering in-
dustries and creating jobs.

Furthermore, achieving
national reconciliation is an in-
dispensable factor for consoli-
dating Myanmar’s development
and ensuring regional stability.
Japan is supporting Myanmar’s
peace process, together with Mr.
Yohei Sasakawa, Special Envoy
of the Government of Japan for
National Reconciliation in My-
anmar, through facilitating dia-
logue between the stakeholders
involved as well as providing re-
construction and development
assistance to the areas, including
Kayin State, where ceasefire has
been achieved.

Tatmadaw has an important
role in consolidation of democracy
in Myanmar. Japan is conduct-
ing defense cooperation and ex-
change through accepting cadets
from Tatmadaw in the National
Defense Academy of Japan, ex-
changing officers and supporting
capacity building for various are-
as including humanitarian assis-
tance and disasterrelief (HA/DR),
hoping that Tatmadaw can draw
the experiences from the Japan
Self-Defense Forces positioned in
our democratic system.

During my visit to Myanmar;

We understand that
consolidation of democracy and
sustenance of development in
Myanmar 1s directly linked to
stability and prosperity of the entire
[ndo-Pacific region

I'will attend the opening ceremo-
ny of the HA/DR seminar held by
Ministry of Defense of Japan and
the Japan Self-Defense Forces for
Tatmadaw today.

Q: What sort of
cooperation is Japan
carrying out in the Indo-
Pacific region as a whole?

A : Japan has been con-
tributing to the regional stability
and prosperity through utilizing
various means including Official
Development Assistance (ODA).
We regard that the Indo-Pacific
region, including the ASEAN;
has big populations and an eco-
nomic dynamism and is the core
of the world's vitality. Japan is
promoting the "Free and Open
Indo-Pacific Strategy," in order
to maintain the free and open In-
do-Pacific, based on the rule of
law, the international public goods
bringing stability and prosperity
in the whole region.

This strategy consists of the
following three pillars: (i) promot-
ing and establishing freedom of
navigation and the rule of law (i)
pursuing economic prosperity by
improving connectivity with qual-
ity infrastructure development
in accordance with internation-
al standards and (ii) securing
peace and stability through ca-
pacity-building in the areas of

maritime law enforcement and
disaster prevention.

Especially, Japan has made
efforts improve, not only physical
connectivity including ports, rail-
ways and roads, but also human
connectivity and system connec-
tivity, in cooperation with Indo-Pa-
cific nations, including Myanmar.
In the context of Japan-Mekong
cooperation, we have discussed
priority projects and issues and
contributed to project formation
through the Connectivity Initia-
tive. For developing infrastruc-
ture, we will give due considera-
tion to profitability and safety as
well as social and environmental
impacts and focus on creating em-
ployment and building capacities
through implementing projects.
Furthermore, in addition to ensur-
ing the coherence to the recipient
country's financial soundness and
the economic development strate-
gy, we are promoting the develop-
ment of "quality infrastructure" in
accordance with the international
standards for ensuring freedom of
access by those in need of infra-
structure. We believe that several
projects involved by Japan, such
as the abovementioned Thilawa
Special Economic Zone and the
East-West Economic Corridor,
can generate a sense of improve-
ment among Myanmar people.

Japan has also been im-

plementing capacity building
assistance for maritime law en-
forcement, disaster prevention
and humanitarian assistance
and disaster relief (HA/DR), in
order to ensure safety of mari-
time transportation routes and
to maintain maritime order based
on rule of law.

Q : How is Myanmar
positioned in the "Free
and Open Indo-Pacific
Strategy'?

A: Japanis alongtime friend
of Myanmar and is determined
to provide full-fledged support
for Myanmar’s democratic na-
tion building, as Myanmar went
through a historical turning point
two years ago. We understand
that consolidation of democracy
and sustenance of development
in Myanmar is directly linked to
stability and prosperity of the en-
tire Indo-Pacific region, including
the Mekong and ASEAN regions.

Japan also regards Myan-
mar, located in the conjunction
between Southeast Asia and
South Asia, as a key in promoting
the "Free and Open Indo-Pacific
Strategy". Therefore, Myanmaris
an important country for Japan.
We will carry out cooperation in
line with the abovementioned
three pillars in order that this
strategy can fully contribute to
Myanmar's development.

We believe that our coopera-
tion can facilitate and invigorate
the comings and goings of people
and things along the route lead-
ing to India, the Middle East and
Africa in the westward, and Me-
kong countries, South China Sea
and Pacific in the eastward, and
promote economic development
of the whole region. Japan highly
values the possibility of Myan-
mar’s growth and is committed
to advance along with Myanmar.
—News Team B
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Green
‘echnology key
to green growth

The plan for economic and social development in ASEAN
countries, including Myanmar, should include a sound
environmental policy, because all the money in the world is
worth nothing without land that is rich, water that is pure,
and an ecosystem that is healthy.

Unfortunately, most ASEAN countries are encountering
the consequences of climate change, deterioration of ecosys-
tems, deforestation, endangered species, pollution of air;
oceans, rivers, lakes and land and infectious diseases.

A healthy environment and a healthy economy starts
with people. It is important to reduce poverty, prevent
starvation, eliminate malnutrition, reverse the retardation
of growth among children, create job opportunities, provide
quality education and healthcare and respond to natural
disasters.

To overcome these challenges, investments which take
responsibility for conservation of natural resources and
which benefit the people are required in Myanmar. A nation-
al-level natural environment policy, strategy on main work
processes, a national-level policy on climate change, strate-
gy and work processes, a national-level waste management
strategy and green economy policy framework should be
part of an economic master plan.

In a green economy policy framework, sectors that raise
green economy investment are being set and conducted
as a priority. The ASEAN region, with a population of more
than 630million, is one of the world’s biggest markets and
stands as an important pillar in the world trade sector. It is
expected to become the principal region in world trade. As a
consequence, there will be an increasing demand for natural
resources.

The livelihoods of the people in the ASEAN region are
still dependent on natural resources, and it is very impor-
tant to manage and use the natural resources in a sustain-
able way. Much of the region’s growth has relied on natural
resources. Going forward, we should change past practices
that have caused deforestation, mudslides and pollution of
the land and water.

Myanmar is including green development and climate
change matters in national and regional-level sector devel-
opment processes as well as pledging to implement a 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development Goals and the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change.

In order to achieve these goals, emerging technologies
should be embraced to help ensure that future growth is
“green”- a win-win for the environment and the economy.
These technologies are designed to mitigate or reverse the
effects of human activity on the environment.

This includes development of alternative energy,
responsible choice of building materials, and methods of
production that have the smallest possible impact on the en-
vironment. These technologies are affordable, and in many
cases eventually pay for themselves.

To reach our target of a green and clean natural en-
vironmental policy in the ASEAN region by 2020, we hope
that ASEAN member countries and development partner
organizations will find ways to discuss the establishment of
investment and businesses based on green technology that
reduce carbon emissions, eliminates the use and generation
of hazardous substances, and advocates the application of
green engineering principles.

To achieve this, exchange of information and experienc-
es among ASEAN countries should be increased through
the ASEAN Institute for Green Economy (AIGE).

What the evidence of blood
relationship reveals

By U Kyaw Win
Anthropologist

The following conversation
took place recently between me
and a friend who I have known
only a short ttme. The conver-
sation revealed much about
our anthropological origin as
well as our current attitudes
toward each other.

Q: My friend started with
the question: What is your
national race, Sir? You speak
Myanmar with a little differ-
ent accent, don’t you?

My answer: My father is
a Mon national and my mother
is a woman of Shan-Bamar
parentage. So I am a genuine
Pyidaungsu national.

An exact answer to your
question is that there are
three purported major races of
humankind in the world by the
name of Caucasoid, Mongol-
oid and Negroid, according to
research conducted by anthro-
pologists.

Myanmar-born nation-
alities are included in
the Mongoloid (yel-
low skin), one of
the major races of
humankind, according to the
world’s anthropologists. In 1964,
Myanmar archaeologists ex-
cavated human skeletons from
Hill No. 14 in the ancient city of
Beikthano, one of the old cities
of the Pyu Kingdom. Upon

examination of the skeletons by
anthropologists from Yangon
University and specialists from
the Anatomy

Department of the Institute
of Medicine (1) in Yangon, the
human skeletons were found
to be Mongoloid fossils. They
belonged to a 25-year-old man
who was fully nourished before
he died.

The Pyu people were be-
lieved to be Myanmar ancestors
who flourished and settled in
Myanmar some 2,000 years ago.
If the skeletons discovered in
the Hill No. 14 in Beikthano city
are those of our ancestors, it
is obvious that we are of the
Mongoloid race.

nor different races.

Q: Wait a minute Sayar.
You insist you have done re-
search on each and every one
of the entire people of Myan-
mar, don’t you?

assessments on the appearance
of a person include the colour of
his hair, facial expression, the
color of the eyes and the crease
in the eyelid. These features
lead to the determination of his
ancestors. By assessing the

nationals showed the majority
of the people are found to have
heads with a measurement

of 75sp-80sp, which falls into
the category of middle size.
The faces of many Myanmar

during which physical anthro-
pological assessments were
conducted. From these expe-
riences, I concluded that our
nationalities are of blood rela-
tionship with one another. From
the viewpoint of cultural

appearance of Myanmar
nationals, most of them
have straight and
dark hair. Their
complexion is
yellow; the

eyes are

Four Objectives of the 71%
Anniversary Union Day

1. To develop the Union Spirit
2. To make the internal peace process a success with unity of
ethnic people

3. Tobuild a Federal Democratic Union through the Union Peace A: He
Conference-21% Century Panglong askedmeina
4. To boost the economy of the Union by encouraging small and state of hesitation.
medium enterprises He might think that this
interview is just wishful

Q: Very interest-
ing. Please continue.
A: Human
races can be as-

differentiated by means of language,
costumes and religion, they are
biologically bound together to live
through thick and thin!

sessed by means of two branch-
es of physical and scientific
anthropology; the former can be
assessed by personal appear-
ance, the latter by growth of

the human body. Firstly, the

usually brown or black. The
front teeth are a little big, and
the lips are neither thick nor
thin.

Secondly, the study on
the physical size of Myanmar

‘What [ want to point out is that our
nationals are neither different people
nor different races; they are blood
relations. Even though they are

nationals are
big and broad.
Average height is 5’5”
for men, 5’3” for women.
The majority of blood types
are group O.

Assessments and body
indexes on our nationalities
show that they belong to the
Mongoloid race in accordance
with strong evidence. In other
words, our nationalities are
of blood relationship with one
another from the point of view
of physical anthropology. They
are neither different nationals

thinking. Forty million people
are not all Myanmar nationals.
Some foreigners have got My-
anmar citizenship; some have
applied for citizenship. We have
done a research on indigenous
nationals as much as we can.
When I was a university student
at B.A (Hons) and M.A classes,
we experimented in the labo-
ratory of the Anthropology De-
partment on the assessments of
personal appearances and body
indexes. Indigenous students
from universities were invited
to the lab for our assessments.
Nationalities attending Union
Day celebrations were invited to
help in our assessments.

When I joined the work, we

all took equipment for field trips,

anthropology, when you
study the religions, cos-
tumes, dialects, traditions and
musical instruments, differenc-
es are found, but there are many
more commonalities.

Different cultures of
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin, Chin,
Mon, Bamar, Rakhine and Shan
nationals are somewhat like trib-
utaries. When all tributaries be-
come a big river of Pyidaungsu
culture, strong currents from
these tributaries will create a
united Union. Cultures of our
nationals will make our country
flourish in the future.

What I want to point out is
that our nationals are neither
different people nor different
races; they are blood relations.
Even though they are differen-
tiated by means of language,
costumes and religion, they
are biologically bound together
to live through thick and thin.
Speeches made by Bogyoke
Aung San in the prewar days
are invaluable. Blood is thicker
than water. Our nationalities
must keep in mind the Pan-
glong Conference and the
spirit which led our country to
independence.

Translated by Arakan Sein

Asia’s expanding cities must embrace youth to avoid unrest

By Michael Taylor

KUALA LUMPUR — Govern-
ments overseeing Asia’s rapid-
ly-expanding cities must give
young people greater opportu-
nities in order to avoid unrest
like the Arab Spring, said the
regional head of the United
Nations development agency.
In an interview in Kuala
Lumpur, Haoliang Xu cited the
Arab Spring protests, which
convulsed North Africa and the
Middle East in 2011, as a move-
ment that began with young

people’s disillusionment about
the future.

“Inequality breeds insta-
bility,” said Xu, director for
Asia-Pacific at the United Na-
tions Development Programme
(UNDP). “It is a really critical
issue. The risks are there.”

Cities in the Asia-Pacific
region have seen unprecedent-
ed growth over the last two
decades.

This year, more than half
the region’s population will for
the first time be urban, and that
figure will rise to two-thirds by

2050, the UNDP estimates.

“If nothing happens you
will have more polarization of
societies,” Xu told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation.

“I'm sure at some point
there is a tipping point where
things will go from bad to
worse, but I see a lot of positive
signs,” he said on the sidelines
of the World Urban Forum,
which is the largest conference
on sustainable cities.

About 1.5 billion people
in the region still lack basic
sanitation services, while 250

million people live in slums.
Infrastructure and services
in many Asia-Pacific cities have
struggled to keep pace with
rising populations and econom-
ic growth, while the affects of
climate change have created
further challenges. But rather
than focus solely on raising
incomes to solve inequality,
Xu said young people must be
allowed to participate in the
decisions that shape the cities
where they live in.
Governments embark-
ing on major infrastructure

projects - like transport - should
involve young people and future
users during the planning stag-
es, said Xu.

“If you empower the young
people today, you empower
them in the future,” he said.

The 17 Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals (SDGs) approved
by 193 U.N. member states in
2015 to conquer poverty, climate
change and other issues could
be used to address inequali-
ties and hold governments to
account, he said.

Businesses can also pro-

UN

mote sustainability - and doing
so may also encourage custom-
er loyalty.

Governments can play a
key role in convincing small
and medium-sized businesses
to engage with communities,
and should provide fiscal incen-
tives to stimulate investments
in innovative technologies, said
Xu.

“You encourage companies
to invest in technology that will
produce a positive return for
the environment,” he added.—
Reuters

Developing
Critical Thinking
in Young Minds

(Third Part of the Article that was published

on 1st February 2018 on “Need of Developing
Employability Skills in Young Minds of Myanmar
for their Sustainable Career Growth and making
the nation Emerging Knowledge Economy”)

_L"-‘*"'“ ] Dr G R Sinha
= Professor, Myanmar Institute of Information
“ Technology Mandalay

Adjunct Professor, IIIT Bangalore India

ECOND part of the main article (Developing Employ-

ability Skills in young minds in Making Myanmar as

great Knowledge Economy), was published on 5th Feb-

ruary 2018 with an impressive and emergent topic on
“Developing Communication Skill” in reputed daily, Global New
Light of Myanmar. Now, this is third part of the series of articles
with very challenging title “Developing Critical Thinking”. Crit-
ical Thinking is most important skill that makes us innovative
with novel thoughts and their viable implementations. This is
actually skill that engages young minds in reflective and inde-
pendent thinking. Questions, ideas; thoughts, puzzles; queries;
insight; and many other similar entities make critical thinking
to develop in oneself.

There is great saying of a motivational speaker Shiv
Khera and he says that “Do not do many things, but do some-
thing in Many Different ways”. This statement is wonderful
and can be considered as foundation for development of critical
thinking, Critical thinking does not come from Rote Learning
but gets developed through problem solving approaches and
practices. Let us briefly understand few major practical ways
of developing the Critical Thinking in Students, youth and all
others. The nation is known and recognized by “Think Tank”
also and therefore critical thinkers do not only do great job for
them but for the nation and the world as a whole too.

Critical thinking is foundation of all innovations and here
are few ways of developing this important skill. All innovations
are done for benefit of society and mankind. So, the critical
thinking enables us in contributing towards nation and the
world for larger benefit of humankind and society.

1. Think about Ideas and Contemplate upon: One needs
to always have idea-driven candidate. He or she should think
about different ways of attempting solution of a problem be-
cause the problem is not solved using a number of ways, but
still one more way of getting solution is left. Contemplate rather
think only about a problem and try to correlate ideas and devel-
op link between them; and try to find out the solution.

2. Train your Brain: Training of brain is very much
required in developing and practicing critical thinking. Now,
we have to understand how brain can be trained. This could be
achieved in many simple ways. Always think strategically; com-
prehend an idea or a problem; understand the concepts and do
not memorize; create some pictorial information for everything
that you think about; learn new language and sports if possible;
and so on. Getting good sleep is another nutrient required by
the brain and therefore we should get the sleep properly.

3. Connect the available Information: We are living in
knowledge driven and artificial intelligent (AD world that is a
brilliant association of suitable information. Therefore, develop
that ability to connect ideas and information to formulate or
create new knowledge.

SEE PAGE-10
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Thilawa SEZ on track

By Ye Khaung Nyunt

Located on the outskirts of Yan-
gon, the Thilawa Special Eco-
nomic Zone (SEZ) is the first
to be built in Myanmar. It is a
monumental project strongly
supported by the governments
of Myanmar and Japan.

Daw Cho Cho Win, vice
chairperson-2 of Thilawa SEZ
management committee, said,
“We intend to complete develop-
ing 101 hectares of SEZ Zone B
(part 1) by August this year, and
another 66 hectares of SEZ Zone
B (part 2) by August 2019. Imple-
mentations are still being carried
out for the first part of SEZ Zone
B, and investment permissions
are being granted. Some compa-
nies are also planning to invest in
plots in our SEZ zones.

The SEZ Zone(B) is spread
over 700 hectares. The first part
of 100 hectares was implement-
ed in February 2017 and will
be completed in August 2018.
Similarly, the second part of 66.4
hectares will be implemented in
December 2018, and is expected
to be completed by August 2019,
according to the Thilawa SEZ
management committee.

Dr. Than Than Thwe,
joint-secretary of the Thilawa
SEZ management committee,
said, “For Zone B of the first
phase, land, including 101 hec-
tares (250 acres), was leased to
Japan, South Korea, Singapore
and Thailand.”

Regarding the first part of
Zone (B) that is spread over 101
hectares, she added that of the

100 hectares, 49 per cent has
been leased so far. “We have
leased land to many countries,
such as Japan, South Korea, Sin-
gapore and Thailand, and they
will produce construction ma-
terials, food products and other
goods. The total investment in
these six companies amounts
to $75.19 million. Another three
companies are also awaiting per-
missions, and they have already
rented plots of land,” said Dr.
Than Than Thwe.

Some 50 per cent of the first
of Zone (B) of the first phase
has been implemented so far,
and houses have been built for
displaced residents in ward 3,
Myaing Thar Yar, she added.

Those who lived in Zone B

Dr. Than Than Thwe, joint-
secretary of the Thilawa SEZ
management committee.

have moved to ward 3, Myaing
Thar Yar. They received compen-
sation according to the policies of
Japan International Cooperation
Agency, who relocated 90 houses
for them, she stated.

As for the government, ar-

Daw Cho Cho Win, vice
chairperson-2 of Thilawa SEZ
management committee.

rangements are being made to
develop 2,400 hectares in the
Thilawa SEZ, and the opening
ceremony of this project was
held on 23 September 2015.

“As a successful project, in-
vestments were made to the tune

of $1.2 billion in Zone A, and 96
per cent of the plots have been
leased, while the remaining 4
per cent is under negotiation.
Many huge companies have
come here, and we have grant-
ed permissions for 90 kinds of
businesses to 16 countries. Many
factories and workshops, includ-
ing 40 kinds of businesses, are
being operated currently. Among
them, some four factories are
exporting goods to other coun-
tries, she said.

Daw Cho Cho Win, vice
chairperson-2 of Thilawa SEZ,
said, ‘As the motto goes, ‘From
regional development to state
development’, we also aim to im-
plement state-level development
through regional development.”

Developing Critical Thinking

FROM PAGE-9

4. Get up and Move for-
ward: If we keep thinking that
the critical thinking is owned
by only scientists, engineers
or researchers then we would
never develop. We have to move
forward and attempt in solv-
ing the real time problems. We
come across several problems
in our daily life, let us think
about any problem and start
contemplating how this could
be solved.

5. Discuss with Peers: In-
teractive way of seeking solu-
tion always works; and hence
you should discuss with your

friends or peers that this is the
problem being posed and how
to get solution for the same.

6. Thinking Cycle: Think-
ing cycle begins with problem
identification; followed by ide-
ating the thought process. So,
the ideas follow the problem
and then ideas have to be re-
alized as possible ways of solv-
ing the identified problem. One
needs to evaluate the subse-
quent stages of ideas being
implemented. Self-evaluation
and then assessment with the
help of peers and mentors,
would give right reflection of
thought process its outcome.

in Young Minds

Each stage of this cycle should
have appropriate reasoning as-
sociated with.

7. Think about ‘W’s and
H: One should always think
upon many ‘W’s, such as What,
Why, Where, When, and of
course one ‘H’ also, that is How.

8. Consider all Rea-
sonable Solutions: Whatever
solution is being generated for
solving a problem, one should
consider it reasonably and the
decision or judgement should
be made patiently without mak-
ing and hasty outcome.

9. Identifying the Prob-
lem is the First Step: The

identification of problem in
constructive way is actually the
first step in developing critical
thinking. The problem identi-
fied needs to be analyzed in
many ways in terms of modular
analysis.

10. Be Disciplined and
Honest to yourself: You have
to be very honest to yourself
and discipline should be there
in all activities that are planned
to achieve something as an at-
tempt to get a practical solution
for a real time problem.

Let us summarize this arti-
cle by a great statement “Take
up One Idea; Think upon that

Idea; Live upon that Idea; Let
every muscle of your brain be
putinside the Idea”. This great
quotation of Swami Vivekanan-
da is for achieving goals in life;
that equally applies in the De-
velopment of Critical Thinking.
We must have at least one larg-
er goal to contribute innovative
for great cause of nation and
therefore contemplate upon the
ideas to solve some real time
problems that are prevailing
in nature and society.

(Please do write for feed-
back to me at drgrsinha@ieee.
org, ganeshsinha@acm.org,
gr_sinha@miit.edu.mm)
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Notice for issuing
matriculation exam
identity cards

The Ministry of Education has announced the guidelines for
students taking the matriculation exams between 7 and 16
March. Students can collect their identity cards from their
respective examination centres starting from 19 February.
Students from Basic Education High School (branch) and
(affaliated) and private schools can draw the ID cards from
the respective heads of schools on the same day. Students
facing any difficulties can contact their heads, exam cen-
tre examiner, township education officer, or the Myanmar
Examinations Department.—Myanmar News Agency B
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Chairman of the Union Peace Commission and Patron of the
Myanmar Scout Association Dr. Tin Myo Win speaks at the opening
ceremony of Myanmar Messengers of Peace Local Coordinators
Training in Yangon yesterday. PHOTO: MNA

Training held for
coordinators of
Messengers of Peace

MYANMAR Messengers of
Peace (MoP) Local Coordina-
tors Training jointly organised
by the World Organization of
the Scout Movement, the Asia
Pacific Scout Region and the
Myanmar Scout Association
began at the National Recon-
ciliation and Peace Centre in
Yangon yesterday.

Speaking at the opening
ceremony, Dr. Tin Myo Win,
Chairman of the Union Peace
Commission and Patron of the
Myanmar Scout Association,
said the messengers of peace
training is especially required
for the scouts as no country in
the world can do without peace.

“The three requirements
for achieving peace are loving
kindness, sympathy and trust.
Only our efforts bases on the

Scouts’ oath: To help other
people at all times”, that can
be considered loving kindness,
can we build trust,” said Dr. Tin
Myo Win.

He expressed his thanks
to the two international scout
organisations for helping ful-
fil the needs of the country,
believing the training can in-
crease the number of people
who strive for peace. Dr. Tin
Nyo, the Chief Scout of Myan-
mar, extended greetings and
Mr. S Prassanna Shrivastava,
Director, Development Support
and Finance of the Asia-Pacific
Region, explained the reason
of the training to participants.

Fifty trainees are attend-
ing the training, which will end
on 11 February— Myanmar
News Agency m

2% '

Writers and poets singing to open the poem recitation for peace in Yangon. PHOTO: ZAW GYI

Writers, poets recite
poems for peace

By Zaw Gyi

As a gesture of hailing the
715 Union Day, the Myanmar
Writers Club organized a poem
recitation and singing for peace
event at the Maha Bandoola Park
in downtown Yangon yesterday.

The ceremony was opened
with singing of “Let all flowers
blossom” and writers joined in
chorus. Writers and poets recited
poems for peace.

“Peace is very important for

the country. Public is very inter-
ested in recitation of real poem
for peace. The poems recited
today include poems of Sayargyi
Thakin Kodaw Hmaing to con-
temporary poems. The culture of
poem recitation is rooted in My-
anmar,” said Gone Duu U Thein
Naing, Patron of the Myanmar
Writers Club.

“The first step is very im-
portant for our journey to the
peace. In this journey, we want

to participate in the efforts for
peace. This is the reason why we
hold this event,” said Saya Kaung
Thant, Chairman of the Myanmar
Writers Club.

“When all the people demand
peace in unison, all stake holders
for peace making would under-
stand the desire of the people
and success would be achieved
in the 21 century Panglong,” he
added. The event becomes the
first activity of the club in 2018. m

School buildings, information
centre & library unveiled

THE ceremony to mark the 97%
and 98" handover of two school
buildings, along with the launch-
ing of an informational center and
library, was held yesterday by
Shwe Taung Group at Pyi Nyaung
Village in Thazi Township, Man-
dalay Region.

MP U Kyaw Thiha, chairman
of Amyotha Hluttaw committee
for minerals and natural resourc-
es and Hluttaw Representatives
from Mandalay Region, foreign
ambassadors to Myanmar, rep-
resentatives from International
Finance Corporation (IFC) of
World Bank, other responsible
officials and officials from Shwe
Taung Group led by Chairman U
Aike Tun attended the ceremony.

Representatives of the Shwe
Taung Group handed over new
two-storey buildings for BEHS
in Pyi Nyaung Village. The new
building is 12,672 square feet with
10 classrooms including a student
lab and headmaster’s office. The

MPs and dignitaries formally open the ceremony to handover the school
building in Thazi, Mandalay. PHOTO: MNA

school can accommodate over
600 students. Likewise, the new
school building in Ku Pyin Vil-
lage is a 3,600 square feet steel
structure comprised of five class-
rooms and a teachers’ office. The
school can accommodate about
80 students. Teaching aids and
furniture for the students are also
included in the buildings.

The total donation amount is
estimated at about Ks300 million.

The necessities for students,
including textbooks and station-
ery, are also being provided by
the donors through the ambassa-
dors and the Chairman of Shwe
Taung Group, U Aite Tun. The
Information Center and library
aims to contribute knowledge and
information for the public, and
will also be the site of a clinic for
free health care services forlocal
people—MNA =
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RPK-16 machine gun. PHOTO: TASS

Kalashnikov signs contract
to supply Defence Ministry
with newest RPK-16

machine guns

MOSCOW — The Kalash-
nikov Concern and Rus-
sia’s Defence Ministry
have signed a contract on
the delivery of the newest
RPK-16 machine guns,
Kalashnikov Concern CEO
Alexey Krivoruchko said
on Tuesday.

When asked if such a
contract had been signed,
Krivoruchko answered
in the affirmative. While
developing the RPK-16
5.45mm light machine gun,
weapons designers took

into consideration lessons
learnt from recent armed
conflicts. The machine gun
was unveiled at the Army
2016 international military
exhibition. The weapon can
operate as a light machine
gun or as an assault rifle
because its long barrel can
be replaced with a short
one. A special 96-cartridge
drum, which is also com-
patible with Kalashnikov
assault rifles, has been de-
veloped for this machine
gun.—Tass @

CLAIM’SDAY NOTICE

M.V SINAR BANDA VOY. NO. ()
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V SINAR
BANDA VOY. NO. () are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 8-2-2018 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of HPT where it will lie
a the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessdl.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING
LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’SDAY NOTICE

M.V THANLWIN STAR VOY. NO. ()
Consignees of cargo carried on M.V THANLWIN
STAR VOY. NO. () are hereby notified that the
vessdl will be arriving on 8-2-2018 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’'s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessdl.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SCONTINENTAL
SHIPPING LINE PTELTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM'SDAY NOTICE

M.V KOTA HASIL VOY. NO. ()

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V KOTA HASIL
VOY. NO. () are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 8-2-2018 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of AW.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessal will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM'SDAY NOTICE

M.V ANAN BHUM VOY. NO. ()

Consigneesof cargo carried on M.V ANAN BHUM
VOY. NO. () are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 8-2-2018 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of MIP where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’'s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SNEW GOLDEN SEA LINES
Phone No: 2301185

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
HOLIDAY NOTICE

As the wharves, warehouses and chellan
Offices of Yangon Port will be closed on the
12" FEBRUARY 2018 (Union Day), Loading,
Unloading and delivery for Goodswill bereceived
on Payment as Holiday Fees.

Ancient Briton had
dark skin and blue
eyes, scientists find

LONDON — “Cheddar
Man”, Britain’s oldest,
nearly complete human
skeleton, had dark skin,
blue eyes and dark curly
hair when he lived in what
isnow southwest England
10,000 years ago, scientists
who read his DNA have
discovered.

The finding suggests
that the lighter skin pig-
mentation now seen as
typical of northern Euro-
peans is far more recent
than previously thought,
according to researchers
from University College
London (UCL) who took
part in the project.

Cheddar Man’s skin
colour was described as
“dark to black” by the sci-
entific team which also in-
cluded researchers from
London’s Natural History
Museum, where the skel-
eton is on display in the
Human Evolution gallery.

“To go beyond what
the bones tell us and get a
scientifically based picture
of what he actually looked
like is a remarkable, and
from the results quite sur-
prising achievement,” said
Chris Stringer, the muse-
um’s research leader in
Human Origins.

Unearthed in 1903 in
a cave at Cheddar Gorge,
in the county of Somerset,
the Mesolithic-era man

was a hunter-gatherer
whose ancestors migrat-
ed into Europe at the end
of the last Ice Age.

Three hundred gen-
erations later, around 10
per cent of indigenous
British ancestry can be
linked to Cheddar Man’s
people, scientists say.

As part of a project
commissioned by Brit-
ain’s Channel 4 television
station for a documentary,
experts from the Natural
History Museum’s an-
cient DNA lab drilled a
tiny hole into the skull in
order to extract genetic
information. The DNA was
unusually well-preserved,
enabling the scientists to
sequence Cheddar Man’s
genome for the first time
and to analyse it to es-
tablish aspects of his ap-
pearance. Then, a pair of
Dutch artists who are ex-
perts in palaeontological
model making, Alfons and
Adrie Kennis, used a high-
tech scanner to make a
three-dimensional model
of Cheddar Man’s head.
The model, which UCL
and the Natural History
Museum said rendered
Cheddar Man’s face with
unprecedented accuracy,
shows a man with dark
skin, high cheekbones,
blue eyes and coarse black
hair—Reuters B
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At least six killed, 60 missing after quake rocks Taiwan tourist area

HUALIEN, (Taiwan) —
Rescuers combed through
the rubble of collapsed
buildings on Wednesday,
as they searched for about
60 people missing after a
strong earthquake Kkilled
at least six near the popu-
lar Taiwanese tourist city
of Hualien overnight.

The magnitude 6.4
quake, which hit near
the coastal city just be-
fore midnight (1600 GMT)
on Tuesday, also injured
243 people and collapsed
four buildings, officials
said.

Hualien Mayor Fu
Kun-chi said the number
of people missing was now
close to 60, although an ex-
act figure was not provid-
ed. As many as 150 were
initially feared missing.

Many of the missing
were believed to be still
trapped inside buildings,
some of which were tilt-
ing precariously, after
the quake hit about 22 km
(14 miles) northeast of
Hualien on Taiwan’s east
coast.

At the city’s Marshal
Hotel, rescuers trying to
free two trapped Taiwan-

ese pulled out one alive,
but the other person was
declared dead, the gov-
ernment said.

Among the injured
were mainland Chinese,
Czech, Japanese, Singa-
porean and South Korean
nationals.

Aftershocks with a
magnitude of at least 5.0
could rock the island in
the next two weeks, the
government said. Smaller
tremors rattled nervous
residents throughout the
day.

Residents waited
and watched anxiously
as emergency workers
dressed in fluorescent
orange and red suits and
wearing helmets searched
for residents trapped in
apartment blocks.

Hualien is home to
about 100,000 people. Its
streets were buckled by
the force of the quake, with
around 40,000 homes left
without water and around
1,900 without power. Wa-
ter supply had returned
to nearly 5,000 homes by
noon (0400 GMT), while
power was restored to
around 1,700 households.

Rescue workers are seen by a damaged building after an earthquake hit Hualien, Taiwan on
7 February, 2018. PHOTO: REUTERS

DAMAGE, PANIC

Emergency workers
surrounded a badly dam-
aged 12-storey residential
building, a major focus of
the rescue effort. Windows
had collapsed and the
building, which is around
17 years old, was wedged
into the ground at a rough-
ly 40-degree angle.

Rescuers worked
their way around and

through the building
while residents looked on
from behind cordoned-off
roads. Others spoke of the
panic when the earth-
quake struck.

“We were still open
when it happened,” said
Lin Ching-wen, who op-
erates a restaurant near
a damaged military hos-
pital. “I grabbed my wife
and children and we ran
out and tried to rescue

people,” he said.

A Reuters video
showed large cracks in
the road, while police
and emergency services
tried to help anxious peo-
ple roaming the streets.
A car sat submerged in
rubble as rescue workers
combed through the ruins
of a nearby building.

President Tsai Ing-
wen went to the scene
of the quake early on

Wednesday to help direct
rescue operations.

“The president has
asked the cabinet and
related ministries to im-
mediately launch the ‘dis-
aster mechanism’ and to
work at the fastest rate
on disaster relief work,”
Tsai’s office said in a state-
ment.

Taiwan Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing Co, the
world’s largest contract
chipmaker and major
Apple supplier, said ini-
tial assessments indicated
no impact from the earth-
quake.

Taiwan, a self-ruled
island that China consid-
ers part of its territory,
lies near the junction of
two tectonic plates and is
prone to earthquakes. An
earthquake with a mag-
nitude of 6.1 struck near-
by on Sunday. More than
100 people were Kkilled in
a quake in southern Tai-
wan in 2016, and some Tai-
wanese remain scarred
by a 7.6 magnitude quake
that was felt across the
island and killed more
than 2,000 people in 1999.
—Reuters B

Malaysia sentences
opposition lawmaker to

jail ahead of polls

KUALA LUMPUR —
A Malaysian court on
Wednesday sentenced an
opposition lawmaker tojail
for revealing confidential
bank details in a 2012 graft
scandal, a potential blow
on the opposition ahead of
national polls that must be
held by August.

Rafizi Ramli is a sen-
ior leader with the Peo-
ple’s Justice Party (PKR)
and the ruling could dent
the opposition challenge
to scandal-tainted Prime
Minister Najib Razak in
the elections.

Elected represent-
atives are disqualified
from office and barred
from contesting elections
if sentenced to at least
six months’ jail or fined
at least 2,000 ringgit. An-

other PKR lawmaker is
appealing against a 3,000
ringgit fine.

Rafizi was handed a
30-month jail term for re-
vealing to the media bank
details of the National
Feedlot Corp (NFCorp)
and a top executive of
the company which was
tasked by the government
with boosting cattle pro-
duction, state news agency
Bernama said. Rafizi had
at the time alleged that ex-
ecutives at NFCorp had
misappropriated about 250
million ringgit($64 million)
of public funds in what the
media had called the “cow
gate” scandal.

The judge granted a
stay of execution of the
sentence to allow Rafizi
to appeal the decision.

Najib faces an un-
precedented challenge
from his former mentor,
former prime minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad, whom
the opposition have named
as their leader. Mahatbhir,
92, turned on Najib in 2015
over the prime minister’s
handling of a multi-bil-
lion dollar scandal linked
to state fund 1Malaysia
Development Berhad
(1MDB).

In civil lawsuits, the
US Justice Department
has alleged that about
$4.5 billion was misappro-
priated from 1MDB. The
Malaysian fund has denied
any wrongdoing and Najib,
who founded 1MDB, has
denied all allegations of
corruption against him.—
Reuters ™

in supplying the following items:

INVITATION FOR PRICE QUOTATIONS

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has receivedfinancing from the International Development
Association (IDA) towards the cost of the Flood and Landslide Emergency Recovery Project (FLERP). The
IDA No. of the credit agreement is No. 5889-MM. The Department of:Highways (DOH) of the Ministry of
Construction, in its role as implementing agency of the FLERP, intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of
this financing towards eligible payments under the Purchase Order/Contracts C4-MOC-GOT BIS, for the
supply of Double Cab Project Inspection Vehicles. DOHnow invites eligible suppliers to express their interest

Reference Number: C4-MOC-GO7 BIS - Double Cab Project Inspection Vehicles

C4MOCGO7BIS | 1 | Double Cab Project Inspection Vehicles 4 vehicles
Supply to | Department of Rural Development, Office No.(14),Nay Pyi Taw

(ITQ)

contracted in 1 (one) contract.

Expressions of Interest must be submitted in a written form to the email address below and clearly indicate the
reference numberabove. Eligible suppliershaving expressed interest will receive aINVITATION TO QUOTE

Sealed Quotations will be submitted to the address below at the latest at the dead line ofThursday22
February 2018 at 11:00am Myanmar time after which no Quotations will be accepted.The vehicles will be

The Suppliers will be selected following the Shopping Methodas per the “Guidelines for Procurement of
Goods. Works and non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits& Grants by World Bank
Borrowers” dated January 2011 and revised in July 2014,
Please submit vour Expression of Interest for receiving the Invitation to Quote (ITQ)to:U Khin Zaw, Project
Direstor. Department of Highways of the Ministry of Construction, Office No. (11), Nay Pyi Taw.Office
phone and fax (+95-67)407583Email: flerp.moc(@gmail.com, Please indicate one of the reference numbers
above as well as your e-mail address as only.electronic copies of the ITQ will be send.
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LOS ANGELES — “Black Pan-
ther,” the first black standalone
Marvel superhero movie, won
rave reviews on Tuesday with
critics praising both its adven-
ture and its portrayal of a ma-
jestic Africa.

Directed by Ryan Coogler
and featuring a predominantly
black cast including Michael B.
Jordan, Lupita Nyong‘o and An-
gela Bassett, “Black Panther”
was hailed by the Daily Beast
as “a love letter to every black
person” and “a correction for
years of diversity neglect” by
Rolling Stone.

The Disney movie, open-

ing worldwide next week, tells
the story of T“Challa, the newly
crowned king of the fictional,
technologically advanced Af-
rican nation Wakanda, who is
challenged from factions within
his own country.

The movie arrives after
years of criticism about the
under representation of ac-
tors and filmmakers of color in
Hollywood, including the #Os-
carsSoWhite campaign that
prompted the Academy of Mo-
tion Pictures to increase diver-
sity in its predominantly while,
male membership.

It got a rare 100 percent

rating from review aggregator
RottenTomatoes.com and ana-
lysts expect it to bring in some
$150 million at the North Amer-
ican box office on its opening
weekend.

The New York Times said
the film “creates wonder with
great flair and feeling” while
having a story that “has far more
going for it than branding.”

Entertainment Weekly said
the movie’s “nuanced celebra-
tion of pride and identity and
personal responsibility” was the
movie’s “own true superpower.”

IndieWire called it “the best
Marvel movie so far, by far.”

USA Today said that along
with the fantastical elements
of the film and its James Bond-
style spycraft, “Black Panther”
was extremely grounded “deal-
ing with the consequences of
age-old colonialism and explor-
ing isolation at a time when ac-
tual countries are building bor-
ders rather than breaking them
down.” Business Insider said
that “Black Panther” arrived
at a perfect time. “Like ‘Wonder
Woman'’ last year, ‘Black Pan-
ther’ is a project that fans have
been waiting decades to see. And
just like ‘Wonder Woman,’ it was
worth the wait.” —Reuters H

Kylie Jenner
introduces baby
Stormi with an
Instagram snap

LOS ANGELES — Kylie Jenner;
the youngest of the celebrity Kar-
dashian clan, revealed on Tues-
day that she had named her new
baby daughter Stormi, and posted
the first picture of her.

Jenner; 20, posted a close-up
photo on her Instagram account
showing a baby dressed in pink
clasping her pink manicured
thumb.

The post was titled simply
“Stormi.” Jenner announced on
Sunday that her child with rapper
Travis Scott was born on Feb. 1
and apologised for keeping her
pregnancy secret from her 101
million Instagram followers and
other fans.

Jenner has parlayed her
family’s “Keeping Up with the
Kardashians” reality TV show
into a lucrative cosmetics line.

Stormi is the second of three
additions to the Kardashian clan
this year. Half-sister Kim Kar-
dashian and her rapper husband
Kanye West announced the arriv-
al in January of their third child,
a girl they called Chicago, who
was born to a surrogate.

Jenner’s other half-sister,
Khloe Kardashian, is seven
months pregnant with her bas-
ketball player boyfriend Tristan
Thompson. Stormi joins Kar-
dashian cousins North, Saint,
Reign, Dream, Mason and Pe-
nelope. —Reuters ®

New ‘Star Wars’ films on way from TV’s ‘Game of Thrones’ creators

LOS ANGELES — Disney on
Tuesday announced it was ex-
panding its “Star Wars” uni-
verse, hiring the creators behind
HBO’s massive TV hit “Game of
Thrones” to write a new series
of films set in the galaxy far, far
away.

The Walt Disney Co (DIS.N)
said in a statement that David
Benioff and DB Weiss would
write and produce the new series,
which will be separate from both
the episodic Skywalker saga and
the recently announced trilogy
being developed by director Rian
Johnson.

No release dates or plot de-
tails were given.

Shares in Disney, which also
reported a quarterly profit that
topped forecasts on Tuesday, rose

nearly 3 per cent in after hours
trading,.

Kathleen Kennedy, president
of Lucasfilm, said in a statement
that Benioff and Weiss’s “com-
mand of complex characters,
depth of story and richness of
mythology will break new ground
and boldly push ‘Star Wars’ in
ways I find incredibly exciting.”

Disney is also developing
“a few” “Star Wars” television
series for an upcoming stream-
ing service from the company,
Chief Executive Bob Iger said
on a conference call.

In November, Disney had an-
nounced that Johnson, director
of “Star Wars: The Last Jedi,”
would write and direct the first
of a new trilogy of films in the
sci-fi franchise that would bring

David Benioff (L) and Dan Weiss, creators and executive producers,
arrive for the season premiere of HBO's ‘Game of Thrones' in San
Francisco, California on 23 March, 2015. PHOTO: REUTERS

new characters and worlds not
yet explored on screen.

“The Last Jedi,” released
in December 2017, has earned
more than $1.3 billion at the global

box office.

Disney had previously com-
mitted to making three stan-
dalone “Star Wars” films outside
of the Skywalker saga. They in-

clude 2016’s “Rogue One,” and
May 2018 release “Solo: A Star
Wars Story,” which follows the ori-
gins of the roguish smuggler Han
Solo, made famous by Harrison
Ford in the original 1977 movie.

Fantasy “Game of Thrones”,
based on novels by author George
R.R. Martin, is a huge hit inter-
nationally for HBO (TWX.N) and
has won multiple awards. The
seventh season last year was
watched by some 30 million view-
ers in the United States alone.

The final season is due to
be broadcast in 2019, bringing
to a close the saga of the war-
ring families in the fictional Sev-
en Kingdoms of Westeros and
their multi-generational struggle
for control of the Iron Throne.
—Reuters
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China’s terracotta warriors
march to Liverpool museum

LIVERPOOL (England ) —
Figures from China’s famed
Terracotta Army go on display
in a museum in Liverpool this
week, a decade after the life-
sized sculptures were first
showcased in Britain to throngs
of visitors.

The highlights of the ex-
hibition are 10 life-size figures
— including a terracotta cav-
alry horse — which form part
of the 2,000-year-old army that
guarded the tomb of China’s
First Emperor, Qin Shihuangdi.

Held in Liverpool’s World
Museum, the exhibit also fea-
tures a collection of more than
180 Chinese artefacts, from a
period in Chinese history span-
ning almost 1,000 years.

Built as part of emperor
Qin Shihuangdi’s 56 sq km (21
square mile) tomb complex,
the warriors were discovered
by villagers in 1974, and exca-
vations have been taking place
at the site ever since.

So far, three pits filled with
over 2,000 statues, each with its
own unique design, have been
unearthed. There are estimat-
ed to be between 7,000 - 8,000
figures in total.

Qin Shihuangdi is regard-
ed as having laid the founda-
tions for Chinese society. Be-
tween 221 BC and his death
in 210 BC he imposed the Qin
penal code, created a single
currency, standardized weights
and measures and imposed a
single written language and
bureaucracy in China.

The warriors’ first visit to
Britain, for a 2007-2008 exhi-
bition in the British Museum,
proved highly popular: It drew
850,000 visitors, making it the
second most-visited exhibition
in the museum’s history after a
1972 Tutankhamun showcase.

The exhibit opens on 9 Feb-
ruary and runs until 28 October
at Liverpool’s World Museum.
—Reuters |

CHINAS FIRST EMPEROR

AND THE

TERRACOTTA WARRIORS

A Terracotta Warrior which guarded the tomb of China'’s First Emperor,
Qin Shi Huang, on loan from China is displayed in The World Museum,
Liverpool, Britain on 6 February, 2017. PHOTO: REUTERS

Four ancient cities
unearthed in SW China

CHENGDU — Four ancient
cities dating back to about 2,200
years have been discovered in
southwest China’s Sichuan
Province, local authorities said
on Tuesday.

According to the Sichuan
Provincial Cultural Relics and
Archaeology Research Insti-
tute, the four ancient cities ex-
isted between the Western Han
(206 BC - 24 AD) and the East-
ern Jin (317 - 420) dynasties.

Excavation began in 2014,
discovering walls, gates, wells,
and tombs in the sites of the
ancient cities.

A selection of cultural
relics including bronzeware,
terracotta figurines, and eaves
tiles were unearthed during the
excavation. Based on historical
records, Wuyang, one of the
discovered ancient cities, was
the earliest tea trade market
in China.—Xinhua B

A passenger sits inside Ehang 184, an autonomous aerial vehicle designed to carry one
/ passenger, during a test flight in Guangzhou, Guangdong province, China on 6 February,
| (GBI D018, PHOTO: REUTERS

Britain unvelils its 10 greatest
music, literary places

LONDON — Britain unveiled
on Tuesday the country’s 10
greatest music and literary
places, among which are the
birthplace of William Shake-
speare and the homes of famous
British writers Jane Austen and
Charles Dickens.

This is part of Britain’s of-
ficial cultural agency Historic
England’s campaign entitled ‘A
History of England in 100 Plac-
es”, which aims to find the 100
places which bring England’s
extraordinary history to life.

Also among the 10 is the
famous Abbey Road studios in
London, the world’s longest sur-
viving live music venue, where
the Beatles recorded world-hit
albums.

Monica Ali, chair of a pan-
el of expert judges, said: “The
judging process proved to be a
reminder of just how rich the
nation’s history of creativity is.”

“It is an acknowledgement
of how the arts have shaped
our society, especially at a time
when arts are becoming more
and more marginalized. These
are not only places in which to
learn about the past, they also
invite contemplation, reflection
and, just maybe, inspiration,
thus passing the creative baton
to future generations,” Ali said.

Explaining why Shake-

speare’s birthplace in Strat-
ford-upon-Avon has been includ-
ed, Ali said: “Shakespeare is the
greatest English language writ-
er, the most important drama-
tist, and a superb poet. A visit to
his birthplace and to the Royal
Shakespeare Company (RSC) is
always inspiring.”

Ali, a self-proclaimed great
fan of Jane Austen, said al-
though the writer was one of
England’s most enduringly pop-
ular authors with legions of fans,
she was underrated.

Austen’s home at Chawton
in Hampshire was where Aus-
ten’s genius flourished, produc-
ing her greatest novels, Sense
& Sensibility, Pride & Prejudice
and Northanger Abbey, said Ali.

“With biting irony, Austen
used her novels to comment on
society, people and the events
she observed in her corner of
the world,” Ali added.

Charles Dickens’ former
home in Holborn, London where
he wrote two of his best-loved
novels, Oliver Twist and Nicho-
las Nickleby, is on the list.

Ali described Dickens as the
quintessential London novel-
ist, saying that, when Dickens
moved to Doughty Street in
1837, London’s streets and their
everyday characters inspired
him to put London at the heart

of many of his stories and his
depiction.

The list also includes the
Bronte Parsonage in West
Yorkshire, home to the three
literary sisters Charlotte, Emi-
ly and Anne Bronte. It was in
this house that the Bronte sis-
ters wrote some of their most
famous novels, including Jane
Eyre, Wuthering Heights and
Agnes Grey.

Handel & Hendrix in Lon-
don, two neighboring houses,
23 and 25 Brook Street, London,
saw two great musicians, Ba-
roque composer George Frider-
ic Handel and 1960s rock icon
Jimmi Hendrix, living there 200
years apart.

Other places on the list in-
clude the 100 Club in London,
described as the “mother of
all live music venues”, and the
home of British writer George
Orwell in Islington, London, and
Manchester’s Chetham Library,
the oldest free public reference
library in the English speaking
world which opened 350 years
ago.

In early January, Historic
England named the 10 most his-
toric sports and leisure plac-
es in England, which includes
Wimbledon, home of one of the
oldest tennis tournaments in the
world.—Xinhua B
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Nadal confirms
participation in
Queen’s Club

Championships

LONDON — World number
one Rafa Nadal will return to
this year’s Queen’s Club Cham-
pionships in what will be the
10th anniversary of his mem-
orable triumph that served as
a prelude to his maiden Wim-
bledon title.

Nadal came into the 2008
event on the back of his fourth
French Open title and beat
Serbia’s Novak Djokovic in the
final at West London. He then
outlasted his great rival and
defending champion Roger
Federer in five sets at Wim-
bledon.

“Itis going to be the
10th anniversary of
my victory there
in 2008, it’s a great
memory, winning
there and three
weeks later winning
Wimbledon,” Spaniard
Nadal said in a video
posted to the tourna-

ment’s Twitter/./; §

~

N

account.

“It was an unforgettable
year. I am excited to be com-
ing back and playing Queen’s
again... I can’t wait to be there.”

Nadallast played the Wim-
bledon warm-up event in 2015
and lost to Alexandr Dolgopo-
lov in the opening round. He
pulled out of the event in the
last two years due to injuries.

The 31-year-old retired
with an injury in the fifth set
of his Australian Open quar-
ter-final match against Croa-
tia’s Marin Cilic last month.

Three-times grand

slam champion Andy
& Murray, who un-
derwent hip sur-
gery last month,
is targeting a

. the event he
= has won five
Y times, the or-
/| ganisers said—
.,  Reutersm

: comeback at
. o

4

World
number one
Rafa Nadal.
PHOTO:
REUTERS

Best player of the match, Nilar Win carries the ball by passing her opponents. PHOTO: MWL

Thitsar Arman trounces University
with Nilar Win’s hat trick

KyawZin Lin

THE well-established women’s
football club Thitsar Arman shut
out the inexperienced University
club by a score of 6-0 in week 7 of
the KBZ Bank Women’s League
yesterday at Aung San Stadium
in Yangon.

Half of the scoring in the
game came from the hat trick
of Thitsar Arman star Nilar Win.

Thitsar Arman, one of the
best teams in the Myanmar
Women'’s league, showed their

prowess from the start as they
scored the opening goal at the
eight-minute mark by Nilar Win.

Three minutes later; using
speedy play, Naw Arlo Wer Phaw
scored the second goal at 11 min-
utes. University FC never gave
up, but their attacking style was
too soft to even come close to
Thitsar’s goalkeeper.

Taking advantage of the op-
portunities of a porous Universi-
ty defence, Khin Mo Mo Tun from
Thitsar scored the third goal at
the 30-minute mark.

Just before the end of the
first half, Nilar Tun scored the
fourth goal of the match.

Players from University
were marginally better in the
second half, improving their de-
fensive alignment.

But Thitsar eventually
broke through, with July Kyaw
scoring the fifth goal of the game
for Thitsar.

At the 71-minute mark,
the most valuable player of the
game, Nilar Win, completed her
hat trick. ®

17-year-old football star reveals his
happiness playing for Yadanabon

KyawZin Lin

MYANMAR footballer Myat
Kaung Khant, a star midfielder
for Yadanabon FC in the MPT
Myanmar National League, re-
vealed his youthful delight at
being a standout player in My-
anmar’s premier professional
football league.

“I am congratulating my-
self, as I have the chance to
show my abilities while playing
with senior players on a team. I
believe I can stand together with

my team and contribute. I will
try my best to help garner the
MNL Cup for my team.

My club, Yadanabon FC, is
composed of mostly Myanmar
football players. We can com-
municate very easily with each
other. That means we can gain
an understanding in our football
playing. In my opinion, that is
a good point for my team”, he
said.

The 17 year-old midfielder,
who is also a member of the
Myanmar youth football team,

honed his skills on the pitch at
the Myanmar Football Academy
in Mandalay.

He has scored three goals
for his team in previous MNL
matches in the 2018 season,
making him the second most
productive goal scorer for Ya-
danabon. His senior teammate,
Yadanabon striker Si Thu Aung,
has scored five goals.

Myat Kaung Khant made
his first goal as a professional
in his very first match against
Ayeyawady United. H



