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Extremists attack, kill five 
Daingnet ethnic villagers

Ethnic Rakhine people who fled from Maungtaw after extremist terrorists had attacked, cram into a car on their way to Buthidaung yesterday.  
Photo: thein Zaw

OngOing violence in northern 
Rakhine State resulted in the 
evacuation of a village, five more 
deaths and several injuries to 
civilians and the military.

Security forces yesterday 
evacuated 55 surviving mem-
bers of the Daingnet ethnic tribe 
in Rakhine State who were at-
tacked by extremists on Satur-
day, resulting in the death of 
five of villagers, according to 

the information Committee of 
the State Counsellor’s Office.

it was previously reported 
that six members of a Hindu 
family were killed after shots 
were fired in their home on 
Saturday.

Saturday’s killings came 
a day after an ambush of sev-
eral police and border guard 
outposts that left over 90 dead 
across northern Rakhine State. 

Security forces were attacked 
again yesterday with dozens of 
improvised explosive devices 
(iEDs),  

The information Commit-
tee’s report released yesterday 
states that 22 Daingnet ethnic 
villagers left Yankar Zaydi vil-
lage on Saturday for Aungzan 
village in an effort to ensure 
safety for their people after the 
violence in northern Rakhine 

rapidly escalated on Friday. 
When they neared Kyaungdoe 
village, they were attacked by 
about 100 terrorists who were 
armed with sticks and ma-
chetes. U Maung Ba Sein, 28, 
managed to escape and said 
that security forces arrived in 
Yankar Zaydi village on Sun-
day and rescued 38 tribespeople 
who had remained.

See page-6
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw

MPs discuss responsible extraction of natural resources
Myo Myint, Hmwe Kyu Zin 
(MyanMar news agency) 

A motion urging the govern-
ment for systematic extraction 
and conservations of gems and 
minerals wealth owned by the 
country and its nationals for the 
country’s future as well as fu-
ture generations was tabled by 
U Kyaw Aung Lwin of Sedoktara 
constituency and the Hluttaw 
decided to approve the motion 
in Pyithu Hluttaw 5th regular 
session 51st day meeting held 
yesterday.

In discussing the motion, 
Tatmadaw representative Major 
Myat Ko said due to illegal ex-
traction and mining, weaknesses 
of the enacted laws and rule of 
laws, companies not abiding by 
the rules and laws and weak-
nesses of the joint field inspec-
tion groups, extracted and mined 
gems and minerals went to black 
markets while the government is 
left with incomplete collection of 
taxes. In the agreements signed 

with the companies, block types 
and areas were defined but depth 
to which the gems and minerals 
are to be extracted and mined 
were not specified resulting in 
deep open pit mines that dam-
ages the natural environment 
and as such the depth of the pit 
should be determined said Major 
Myat Ko.

Gems and minerals are 
non-renewable resources and 
benefits and profits from extrac-
tion and mining of gems and min-
erals ought to be invested for the 
future generations’ benefit. Min-
istry need to work together with 
states and regions governments 
in effectively controlling the ex-
traction of gems that are mainly 
produced in areas where there is 
no rule of laws. In blocks where 
extractions are being done legal-
ly, responsible personnel should 
cooperate and work with local 
people to ensure that rules, laws 
and agreements were followed 
and effective action taken for 
any breaches. Daw Khin Than 

Nu of Mindon constituency dis-
cussed on drawing up firm and 
exact laws together with locals 
who are actually working in the 
extractive industry to properly 
extract and produce, obtain good 
market, collect exact taxes due, 
improve in gem technology and 
long term conservation for the 
benefit of future generation. Gem 
Law ought to have sections and 
sub-sections that are practical 

and systematic for business to 
do extraction works and conduct 
conservation and restoration of 
the natural environment. To ena-
ble future generations to extract 
gems and minerals, machinery 
usage for extraction and mining 
should be limited.

Similarly Dr. U Khin Maung 
Thin of Ayadaw constituency, Dr. 
U Aung Khin of Pyin Oo Lwin 
constituency, U Win Thein Zaw of 

Salingyi constituency, U Sai Tun 
Aye of Mongshu constituency, 
U Aung Than Sein of Khamti 
constituency, Daw San San Ei 
of Mohnyin constituency, U Win 
Naing of Mogaung constituency, 
U Chin Pe Lin of Mansi constit-
uency, U Aung Thein of Bhamo 
constituency, U Lama Naw Aung 
of Injangyang constituency, U 
San Khin of Kanpetlet constit-
uency, U Zarni Min of Shwegu 
constituency, U Aung Naing @ 
U Naing Kyaw of Mogok constit-
uency and U Win Aung of Mo-
mauk constituency discussed 
the motion.

Responding to the discus-
sions, Union Minister for Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation U Ohn Win ex-
plained that reserved gems and 
mineral deposits were system-
atically designated in order to 
be extracted and mined in the 
future for the benefit of the coun-
try and future generation and 
therefore the motion should be 
approved. 

2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 5th Regular Session Holds its 50th Day Meeting
Aung Ye Thwin, Aye Aye 
Thant 
(MyanMar news agency) 

At the 50th day meeting of 2nd 
Amyotha Hluttaw 5th regular 
session held yesterday, U Bo Bo 
Nge, Deputy Governor Central 
Bank of Myanmar replied to the 
question raised by Daw Nan Ni 
Ni Aye of constituency 6, in Kayin 
State as to how Central Bank 
of Myanmar has been manag-
ing to use Myanmar Currency 
Notes for foreign currencies at 
the border towns—Muse, Tachil-
ek, Myawady, Kawthoung, Tamu 
and etc. 

At the meeting, the Deputy 
Governor said, “Central Bank  of 
Myanmar had already opened 
1345 authorized money exchange 
counters nationwide till 7th July, 
2017, with a view to raise the val-
ue of Myanmar Currency and for 
potential Dollarization so as not 
to emerge in the country, due 
to broader use of US dollars at 
home.”

The Deputy Governor add-
ed, “With a view to developing ex-
port and import industries at the 
areas in Kayin and Shan states 
touching with Thailand, the Min-
istry of Commerce permitted 
export and import industries to 

use Myanmar Kyat Currency, 
US Dollars and Thailand Baht 
under notification 6/2000, with 
Myanmar Economic Bank al-
lowing for export and import in-
dustries at the Bank (branches) 
of Myanmar-Thailand  Border 
Area, to open bank accounts 
in Myanmar, US and Thailand 
Currency, for the convenience 
of bank payments for export 
and import enterprises. So as 
to reduce spending in Thailand 
Baht currency not only in the 
areas touching with Thailand 
Border but also in other areas 
of the country, industries have 
been allowed to spend Myanmar 
Currency Kyat only, by chang-
ing Baht into Myanmar Kyat at 
the authorized money exchange 
counters. Legal actions will be 
taken against spending Baht in 
the country. Preparations are be-
ing made to officially purchase, 
sell or exchange Rupee and Yuan 
at the authorized money chang-
ers. By laying down plans to take 
actions over upgrading the value 
of Myanmar Currency and pay-
ing only with Myanmar Curren-
cy, Myanmar Central Bank has 
arranged to inform the public in 
advance, for respective minis-
tries to take legal actions against 
their related enterprises and for 

Region and State Cabinets to 
take actions and to co-operate.”

Regarding the motion raised 
by Dr Win Myint, of constituency 
11 in Bago Region, secretary of 
agricultural, livestock and fish-
ery development committee urg-
ing the government to open the 

Fishery University with a view to 
sustainable development of fish-
ery in the country, conservation 
of fishery resources, abundance 
of fish for domestic consumption, 
increases of foreign income, ac-
quisition of opportunities for job 
creations, alleviation of poverty 

and the development of human 
resources, parliamentarians dis-
cussed respectively. 

U Maung Maung Ohn, of 
constituency 5 in Ayeyawady Re-
gion discussed, “The motion can 
be categorized into two groups. 
As it is a long term plan, it takes 
time and professionals. For re-
search, innovations are needed. 
Being a university, it will take 4 
or 5 years. Only when people 
have acquired good results of 
fish breeding, such a university 
should be opened. 

The essential need for the 
development of fishery is legis-
lation. It is necessary to accom-
plish for fish breeders to acquire 
the rights in accord with the 
existing rules and laws. And, it 
also needs to ease restrictions, 
which are hindrances to fishery 
industries, so that lands can be 
easily utilized according to land 
law and law on vacant, fallow and 
virgin lands. Prior to opening the 
fishery university, student should 
be sent to foreign universities 
as state scholarship students.”

At today’s meeting, con-
cerning the substitution of com-
mittee members in committee 
on people’s complaints, it was 
submitted to Amyotha Hluttaw 
and approved by Hluttaw.  

U Bo Bo Nge, Deputy 
Governor Central Bank of 
Myanmar.  Photo: MNA

U Hla Kyaw, Deputy Minister 
for Agriculture, Livestock  and 
Irrigation.  Photo: MNA

Tatmadaw representative Major 
Myat Ko.  Photo: MNA

Union Minister for Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation U Ohn 
Win. Photo: MNA

The essential need for  
the development of fishery is legislation. 

It is necessary to accomplish for fish 
breeders to acquire the rights in accord 

with the existing rules and laws. 
MP U Maung Muang Ohn
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State Counsellor receives 
Commissioner Professor of 
International Commission on 
Financing Global Opportunity 
(The Education Commission)

State Counsellor and Union 
Minister for Foreign Affairs Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi received Com-
missioner Professor Ju-Ho Lee, 
former Minister of Education, 
Science and Technology of the 
Republic of Korea, and party of 
the International Commission 
on Financing Global Opportunity 
(The Education Commission) 
yesterday at the Ministry of For-

eign Affairs in Nay Pyi Taw.
During the meeting, they 

exchanged views on the basic 
education system of the Repub-
lic of Korea, enhancing capaci-
ty of basic education teachers, 
and assistance that can be 
provided by the Internation-
al Commission on Financing 
Global Education Commission. 
—Myanmar News Agency 

Round-table talks on revision and preparation for Union Peace Conference
A CEREMONy for opening 
round-table talks on review and 
preparation for Union Peace Con-
ference—21st Century Panglong 
was held at 9:30 am yesterday at 
the National Reconciliation and 
Peace Center in Nay Pyi Taw. 

Present at the ceremony 
were U Kyaw Tint Swe, Union 
Minister and Vice-Chairman 
of NRPC, parliamentarian U 
Kyaw Soe, Deputy Minister U 
Khin Maung Tin, Lt Gen yar 
Pyae, Lt Gen Tun Tun Naung, Lt 
Gen Tin Maung Win, Secretary 
of Peace Commission U Khin 
Zaw Oo, 15 representatives to 
the conference (government 
group), 15 representatives from 
the Tatmadaw group and 18 who 
should be invited for participation  
from the Hluttaw, government 
and Tatmadaw groups and re-
sponsible officials. 

First of all, Union Minister U 
Kyaw Tint Swe made an opening 
address, “The present roundta-
ble talk is being held to discuss 
the matters that should be pre-
pared for the third meeting to be 
held next time, after finding out 
advantages and disadvantages 

based on experiences encoun-
tered in the second meeting of 
Union Peace Conference—21st 
Century Panglong which had 
already been held. Union Peace 
Conference—21st Century Pan-
glong is the political roundtable 
talk held with a view to solving 
political problems through po-
litical negotiations. Throughout 
the tenure of successive govern-
ments in the country, internal 
armed conflicts were said to have 
been attributed to inability to deal 
with political problems. 

Nowadays, efforts are being 
made to solve political problems 
through political means and ways 
under the leadership of the State 
Counsellor. All accepted that the 
only solution to all political prob-
lems is to build a federal republic 
that can be accepted by all. The 
present conference is to find out 
principles on federalism accept-
able to all,” he added.

The Union Minister went on 
to say, “Success of political di-
alogues will decide Myanmar’s 
Peace and the emergence of 
principles on federalism will 
create the future for new gen-

erations. Importance of politi-
cal negotiations can shape the 
future of the country and its 
people, hence the efforts of the 
whole populace. 37 principles on 
federalism were signed at the 
previous 2nd meeting of the con-
ference. Regarding the way in 
which the conference had been 
held, framework and guidelines 
for working procedures, a lot of 
criticism had emerged. yet, this 
has been the first-ever political 
dialogue in Myanmar’s history. 
In this first-ever political talk, 
it was not an easy task to have 
reached the agreement on prin-
ciples of federalism.

The State Counsellor her-
self disclosed that it was the 
first-ever initiative of great im-
portance. The present round-
table talk is the one for us to 
prepare for further steps how 
we shall proceed on our way 
to peace and federalism, with 
which kinds of conception, be-
hind the first-ever step.”

And, the Union Minister 
added, “Our government in-
cludes 3 groups—government, 
Hluttaw and Tatmadaw. In some 

parts of policy of great impor-
tance, we—including leaders, 
reached a common agreement 
through negotiations before-
hand, but there were some dis-
agreements at the time of nego-
tiations of the conference due to 
individual views. 

It is actually needed to coop-
erate and negotiate among our 3 
groups. Accordingly, it is neces-
sary to thoroughly discuss and 
debate arguments in advance, 
prior to the commencement of 
3rd meeting of the coming con-
ference. We need to discuss the 
part of structure at different 
levels, firstly. Secondly, we have 
to discuss political framework 

and thirdly there is the part of 
principle on federalism to be in-
cluded in the coming conference. 
Only if these 3 parts have been 
thoroughly discussed, can the 
government group consisting 
of government, Hluttaw and 
Tatmadaw stand on its com-
mon stance. In the meeting U 
Khin Zaw Oo and U Zaw Htay, 
director-general of the Ministry 
of the Office of State Counsellor 
discussed respectively. 

Roundtable talk on revision 
and preparation for Union Peace 
Conference—21st Century Pan-
glong will continue to be held 
on August 29 and 30.—Myanmar 
News Agency 

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi holds talks with Commissioner Professor Ju-Ho Lee, former Minister 
of Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Korea in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA

U Kyaw Tint Swe  (Third from left) discusses at talks on revision and 
preparation for Union Peace Conference. Photo: MNA
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Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and 
contributions. If you have any comments 
or would like to submit editorials, 
analyses or reports please email  
ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com 
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only 
able to publish “Letter to the Editor” 
that do not exceed 500 words. Should 
you submit a text longer than 500 words 
please be aware that your letter will be 
edited.

Trade values under the In-
dividual Trading Card (ITC) 
system was worth Ks14.8 bil-
lion as of 18 august this fiscal 
year, including exports of Ks1.1 
billon and imports of Ks13.7 bil-
lion, according to the Ministry 
of Commerce.

Under the programme, 
Myawady border reported the 
largest trade volume, estimat-
ed at Ks11 billion. 

according to Ministry  
statistics, export value under 
the programme was was Ks6.8 
million as of 18 august this 
fiscal year and imports were 
Ks11 billion. 

Trade values under the 
programme was Ks689 mil-
lion at Tamu trade camp; 
Ks11 million at Muse border 
gate; Ks628 million at Tachileik 
trade camp; Ks56 million at  

Lwejel trade camp; Ks4 
million at ChinShweHaw 
border gate; Ks860 million 
Kanpiketee; Ks293 million at 
Kawthoung border town; Ks250  
million at reed border trade  
camp, Ks619 million at  
Mawtaung gate and Ks71 mil-
lion at Kengtung  border trade 
camp.

Total trade value under 
the program in FY2016-2017 

was Ks18.97 billion. 
The Ministry of Commerce 

permitted 292 ITCs in FY2012-
2013; 261 cards in FY2013-2014; 
317 cards in FY2014-2015; 146 
cards in FY2015-2016; 248 
cards in FY2016-2017 and 66 
cards in as of 18 august this 
fiscal. 

Since its introducing to 
date, the ministry issued a to-
tal of 1,330 ITCs.— Zwe  

KaTHar district Forestry 
department officials seized 
90 tons of illegal lumber, in-
cluding the dipterocarpus 
tuberculatus species, from 
10 wooden rafts discovered 
near Kaukkway Creek be-
tween Shwegu Township, 
Kachin State and Katha 
Township, Sagaing region, 
on 25 august.

In a separate incident 
on 19 august, law enforce-
ment officials arrested seven 
people who were onboard 
rafts near Nalae Inn Village, 
Katha Township and seized 
65 tons of contraband lum-
ber.

The police charged 
those suspects.— Maung 
Chit Lin (Inndaw)  

Poached lumber seized on ayeyawady river

PrICeS of commonly used 
ingredients including edible 
palm oil, dried fish and on-
ions have increased in Yan-
gon region Market due to crop 
damaged caused by torrential 
rains, according to a report in 
the Myawady daily yesterday.

edible palm oil increased 
to Ks 1,800 per viss (3.6 pounds) 
from Ks 1,300 per viss. Onion 
prices increased to Ks 1,900 
per viss from Ks 800 per viss 
in the Thiri Mingalar market.

dried commerson’s an-
chovies has increased to Ks 

7,500 per viss from Ks 5,500 
per viss and dried Thunnus 
tonggol fish increased to Ks 
18,000 per viss from Ks 15,000 
per viss. Salt, fish paste, green 
chili power and other less per-
ishable food stuffs are more 
stable. “The price of dried fish 

has increased around Ks 1000 
and Ks 1500 per viss this year 
compared to the same period 
of last year. The dried fish are 
scarce in the rainy season,” 
said a dried fish sellers form 
the Thiri Mingalar market.—
GNLM  

Flooding increases prices of staples at 
Yangon Market

The Food and drug admin-
istration (Fda) will inspect 
pickled fish enterprises in Bago 
region to make sure they are 
following food quality regula-
tions, according to a report in 
the Myawady daily yesterday.

“Currently, we have sent a 

powder from Thailand, which is 
used in the pickled fish enter-
prises to the laboratory with 
the assistance of the Fda to 
test.  Most of the pickled fish 
enterprises are not registered 
with the Fda and do not know 
how to register their products 

at Fda,” said U Nyunt Shwe, 
the Bago region Hluttaw rep-
resentative.

although the pickled fish 
enterprises are not registered 
in Fda, they are paying munic-
ipal tax and fisheries tax. and 
there are cases of well-known 

pickled fish enterprises filing 
copyright lawsuits against peo-
ple selling pickled fish under 
their brands.

Fda seeks to determine 
whether or not pickled fish 
enterprises are using banned 
chemicals.—GNLM  

Bago pickled fish enterprises to be inspected 
by government

Border trade under individual trade card 
programme worth Ks14.8 billion this year

Officials inspect the seized lumber.  photo: supplied
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UNHCR chief meets 
villagers in Maungtaw
THe United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees Mr. Fil-
ippo Grandi met with villagers 
in Maungtaw Township yester-
day, observing the situations in 
villages.

At the meeting with villag-
ers at the primary school in Aung 
Zeya Village, Mr Filippo pledged 
to assist in issues to which the 
UNHCR can contribute, inviting 
the voices of the local people.

Local people spoke of the 
challenges they face making a 
livelihood for themselves and 
their families in Maungtaw. 

Following the meeting, the 
UNHCR chief visited Kyikan-
pyin (West) Village and met with 
villagers.

The UN delegation left 
Maungtaw for Yangon in the af-
ternoon.        See page-9

National Security Advisor visits Dhaka
 At the invitation of Mr. Abul 
Hassan Mahmood Ali, the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of Bang-
ladesh, National Security Advi-
sor to the Union Government of 
Myanmar U Thaung Tun vis-
ited Dhaka, Bangladesh from 
Sunday until yesterday. During 
his stay, he called on H.e. Ms. 
Sheikh Hasina, Prime Minister 
of Bangladesh, and met with 
Mr. Abul Hassan Mahmood Ali, 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
H.e. Mr Asaduzzaman Khan, 
Minister of Home Affairs, Ma-
j.-Gen. (Ret) Tarique Ahmed 

Siddique, Defence and Security 
Advisor to the Prime Minister, 
and Lt.-Gen. Chowdhury Hasan 
Sarwardy, Commandant of the 
National Defence College, on 
separate occasions.

In his meetings, the Na-
tional Security Advisor apprised 
the Bangladeshi side of matters 
pertaining to Myanmar’s efforts 
for peace, reconciliation and 
economic development; and 
promotion of relations with 
all countries, particularly its 
neighbours. He also touched 
on promoting ties of friendship 

and cooperation between Myan-
mar and Bangladesh; expedit-
ing the signing of the proposed 
memorandum of understanding 
at a mutually convenient time; 
and further strengthening of 
bilateral cooperation in the fight 
against terrorism and narcotic 
drugs.

The Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, the Minister of Home 
Affairs and the Defence and 
Security Advisor to the Prime 
Minister of Bangladesh also 
expressed their views

See page-9

Mr. Filippo Grandi. the UN High Commissioner for Refugees, centre, with hands folded, meets with villagers 
in Maungtaw Township yesterday. photo: mna

Sheikh Hasina, the Prime Minister 
of Bangladesh, right, meets with U 
Thaung Tun, Myanmar’s National 
Security Advisor. photo: mna
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Myanmar, Thailand negotiate 
to solve migrant labour issue
In an attempt to solve the grow-
ing problem of undocumented 
Myanmar migrant workers in 
Thailand who are returning to 
their homeland out of fear of 
a new labour decree, the two 
countries are negotiating on 
issuing official documents to 
workers, but the talks are still 
ongoing and incomplete, said 
Union Minister for Labour, 

Immigration and Population U 
Thein Swe at a news conference 
in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

The number of migrant 
workers who returned to My-
anmar reached 34,069 as of 
yesterday morning, according 
to the ministry. The influx has 
overtaxed social agencies and 
border crossings, officials said.

“Workers should avoid 

seeking employment through 
brokers and they should seek 
job opportunities with official 
agencies and should go the 
neighbouring country only when 
they get an official letter offering 
a job,” said the Union Minister.

earlier this week, Thai-
land’s junta delayed full enforce-
ment of a new labour law aimed 
at regulating the foreign work-

force after the decree sparked 
panic and prompted more than 
60,000 foreign workers to flee 
from the country, many of them 
from Myanmar, Laos and Cam-
bodia.

The new decree would have 
imposed heavy fines on employ-
ers and employees who do not 
have work permits, a senior 
official said.      See page-10

Migrant workers are welcomed by volunteers as they arrive in Kawthoung on the Thai-Myanmar border. Photo: KYaw soe (Kawthoung)
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Hluttaw mulls change to law 
seen as violating free speech
PARLIAMeNT is considering 
amendments to a law that hu-
man rights monitors say vio-
lates free speech and has been 
used to jail journalists and activ-
ists, State Counsellor Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi said yesterday.

Following a recent spate of 
arrests of reporters, the United 

States and the european Union 
have raised concern that de-
spite Myanmar electing its first 
civilian government in about 
half a century, its media face 
increasing curbs.

“About 66(d), the legisla-
ture is considering amend-
ments to that particular law,” 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi said at 
a news conference, referring to 
a broadly worded clause of the 
Telecommunications Law that 
prohibits use of the telecoms 
network to “extort, threaten, 
obstruct, defame, disturb, in-
appropriately influence or in-
timidate”.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
did not say what changes were 
planned, but Myanmar officials 
have indicated that the law may 
be changed to enable judges to 
release on bail those charged 
under the law, diplomats have 
told Reuters.

See  page-6

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi addresses the media at a press conference yesterday in Nay Pyi Taw. PhoTo: aung shine oo

Grab, a ride-hailing platform 
with mobile payments, is setting 
aside US$100 million for future 
investment plans within three 
years, according to Grab Myan-
mar’s head office. 

Grab wants to expand cab 
services to more big cities across 
Myanmar and will roll out other 
products through Grab’s suite 
including Grab Pay. Grab will also 
establish a team recruiting about 
200 qualified staff. 

“Grab in Yangon has taken 

off at an incredible pace,” said 
anthony Tan, Grab’s co-founder 
and CEO. “This demonstrates the 
massive and immediate potential 
of this fast-growing market. Our 
commitment to address trans-
port challenges with locally-suit-
ed and innovative solutions that 
create more social and economic 
opportunity works well for both 
Grab and our local communi-
ties. This is already one of our 
fastest-growing markets, and 
we are very excited to deepen 

our commitment into Myanmar.” 
Grab will increase its presence 
in Yangon by cooperating with 
regional governments to operate 
its ride-hailing transportation in 
other cities. Grab will also pro-
vide 24-hour call center service 
and cashless payment system 
GrabPay through a planned Grab 
application. Grab’s ride-hailing 
service is available in 87 big cities 
in Singapore, Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines, Malaysia, Thailand, Viet 
Nam and Myanmar. –Khin Zarli 

bOrDEr trade value during the 
past four months of this fiscal 
year was US$2.82 billion com-
pared to $2.67 billion last year, due 
in part to bank account seizures 
and resultant trade interruptions 
at Muse, Myanmar’s busiest of 16 
land ports of entry.

Sino-Myanmar border trade 
from 1 april to 18 august this fis-
cal year was worth $2.17 billion, 

$133 million less than last year. 
China trade takes place at Muse, 
Lweje, Chinshwehaw, Kanpiketee 
and Keng Tung.  Myanmar also 
trades with Thailand, India and 
bangladesh.  Thai-Myanmar bor-
der trade worth $461 million at 
Tachilek, Myawady, Kawthoung, 
Myeik, Hteekhee, Mawtaung and 
Maese also decreased slightly.

India-Myanmar trade 

through Tamu and reed check-
points decreased $13 million this 
year.  Sittway and Maungtaw land 
points of entry between bangla-
desh and Myanmar saw a small 
increase this year. 

Unlike Myanmar’s sea 
routes, land trade exports sur-
passed imports. Exports were 
$1.6 billion; imports were $1 bil-
lion.—Ko Htet

border trade lower this year

Grab to invest $100 mln in Myanmar over three years

rICE millers are struggling to 
acquire bank loans due to their 
lack of land use certificates, also 
known as a Form 30, according 
to a report of yesterday’s edition 
of Myanma alin. 

Only about 20 percent of 
Myanmar’s rice mills meet in-
ternational criteria.

although rice is a major ag-
ricultural commodity for Myan-
mar, export volumes are relative-
ly small. Despite a large overall 
volume, for what is a staple food 
crop in Myanmar, 88 per cent of 
Myanmar’s rice production is 
consumed domestically.

Myanmar’s rice processing 
and storage industries require 
investment to keep up with ex-
port markets’ quality demands. 
rice millers seeking to make 
capital investments in machin-
ery and facilities requested the 
Myanmar rice Millers associ-
ation for loans without the re-
quired land use certificates, said 
U Kyaw Kyaw, a rice miller from 
Tatkon, Nay Pyi Taw. 

Most of the rice millers in 
regions and states are run their 
mills without these certificates 
due to unclear land policies and 
land tenure challenges.

Millers’ loan applications 
have been denied due to their 
lack of land use certificates. 
Loans are also scarce due to lack 
of development in Myanmar’s 
finance industry and its weak 
microfinance sector.

“We reported this to Myan-
mar rice Millers association,” 
said U Moe Kyaw Oo, a rice mill-
er to Myanma alin Daily. 

Insufficient electric supply 
and capital investment also make 
upgrading rice mills a struggle. 
To boost rice export, quality rice 
mills are essential. Government 
subsidies and paddy mortgage 
scheme is needed to develop for 
rice millers so that they can run 
their business throughout the 
year, said U Kyaw Kyaw. 

rice mills in more devel-
oped nations typically process 
400 to 1,000 tons of rice daily, 
while Myanmar’s best millers 
can only process 50 tons a day. 

Myanmar’s mills are small 
and decentralized, another fac-
tor that adds logistical costs and 
degrades overall crop quality. 
Myanmar has 15,000 rice mills, 
including 1,400 mills with a ca-
pacity of less than 15 tons, daily. 
– Zar Lin Thu 

Shrimp paste 
producers 
explore export 
potential

The Network activities Group 
has a plan to help local farmers 
in Magway region produce and 
market 600 tons of black sesame 
seeds for export.

The seeds are being grown 
in Minhla, Minbu, Natmauk and 
townships in Magway region, 
according to a report of Myanma 
alin Daily, yesterday. 

Network activities Group 
(NaG) is carrying out quality 

sesame production and market-
ing project. Over 20,000 baskets 
of sesame seeds (about 600 tons) 
are expected to be exported to 
foreign countries in the end of 
September. Harvesting has just 
begun.

 The farmers working with 
the production and marketing 
program are seeking to reduce 
free fatty acid content of their 
seeds to under two per cent in 

order to compete in premium 
international markets.

The project will also im-
prove their sesame seeds trace-
ability, another prerequisite for 
premium markets. The regional 
Farmers Development associ-
ation (rFDa) will assist with 
packaging to maintain quality. 

The project will also provide 
processing equipment. – Zin Oo 
(Myanma alin)

Fisheries businesses in Kaw-
thoung, Tanintharyi region are 
exploring opportunities to export 
shrimp paste to aSEaN mar-
kets, according to a report in 
yesterday’s edition of Myanma 
alin Daily newspaper. 

Currently shrimp catch-
es are lower than usual due to 
weather conditions.  a viss (3.6 
pounds) of shrimp paste is worth 
Ks1,400 to Ks2,800 depending on 
its quality.—GNLM

Millers fail to find capital 
investment, new export markets

Project aims to improve sesame 
seed quality, export volumes
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Vice President U Myint Swe addresses at 9th Meeting with Myanmar Entrepreneurs

Vice President U Myint Swe, 
Chairman of the Private Sector 
Development Committee, at-
tended the 9th meeting between 
the Private Sector Development 
Committee and Myanmar en-
trepreneurs held with a view to 
easing the difficulties and ful-
filling the needs of Myanmar 
entrepreneurs, at the UMFCCI 
in Yangon at 9:00 am yesterday 
morning, and delivered the open-
ing speech. 

Also, present at the meeting 
were U Kyaw Win, Union Minis-
ter for Planning and Finance, U 
Phyo Min Thein, Chief Minister 
of Yangon Region Cabinet and 
Yangon Region Ministers, de-
partmental heads and central 
executive committee members 
of UMFCCI and responsible offi-
cials.  In addressing the meeting, 
Vice-President said, “Monthly 
regular meetings with entre-
preneurs for the development 
of private sector have been being 
held since 1st December 2016 by 
sectors, the present one being 
the 9th meeting. Up to the last 
8th meeting, the respective min-
istries, Region and State Cab-

inets and working committees 
have replied to all the sugges-
tions and difficulties presented 
by entrepreneurs, whereas some 
cases are still being coordinated 
as they are closely related to two 
or three ministries. The Private 
Sector Development Committee 
held its meetings once every two 
months, now reaching 4 times. 
Working committees which took 
the responsibilities of 5 Panels 

held their meetings once a 
month, having held meetings 
for 38 times.”

The Vice-President added, 
“The State has been exerting its 
efforts for the national economic 
development in every way. In the 
present financial year foreign 
investments reached US $ 3500 
million, increasing considerably 
compared to that of the previous 
year—US $ 400 million. As for the 

investment of Myanmar citizens 
as well, it reached K 1275 billion 
in the present financial year, ex-
ceeding by a large margin that 
of the last year—K 109 billion. 
Regarding the investments in 
Regions and States, Yangon Re-
gion reached 80 per cent with 
Bago Region reaching 11 per 
cent only. 

Efforts need to be made in 
every way for the investments 

to enter regions and states pro-
portionally. As Region and State 
Investment Committees had 
been formed and assigned re-
spectively, the said committees 
are implementing to issue ap-
proval orders to enterprises with 
the capital investment under 
US $ 5 million or K 6000 million. 
Now due to restriction of India’s 
import policy over Myanmar’s 
pulses—mung beans, green gran 
and toor whole, bilateral negoti-
ations are under way to solve the 
difficulties of Myanmar beans 
and pulses merchants. Private 
entrepreneurs need to openly 
discuss their difficulties and give 
suggestions.”

Afterwards, Union Minis-
ter for Planning and Finance U 
Kyaw Win, Yangon Region Chief 
Minister U Phyo Min Thein and 
UMFCCI Chairman U Zaw Min 
Win explained the situations on 
the achievements in various sec-
tors for private sector develop-
ment. 

The meeting came to a 
conclusion after the closing 
address by the Vice-President.  
—Myanmar News Agency

From page-1

The surviving 16 villagers 
who were attacked near Kyaung-
doe village arrived at the dis-
trict police station yesterday 
morning. Ma Oo Khin Khin, 27, 
suffered slash wounds and was 
hospitalised. Among the five 
Daingnet villagers killed on Sat-
urday was U Sein Htun Maung, 
28, according to the Information 
Committee.

The violence in northern 

Rakhine State continued una-
bated yesterday when extremist 
terrorists ambushed security 
forces with improvised explosive 
devices, small arms and machet-
es, resulting in injuries to one 
policeman and one civilian.

“From 27th to 28th Au-
gust, 45 explosions of IEDs 
occurred”, said a statement 
from the Information Office. 
“Seven villages, one police out-
post and two wards in Maung-
taw were (also) burnt down by  

extremist terrorists”.
Dr Win Myat Aye, the Un-

ion Minister for Social Welfare, 
Relief and Resettlement, and 
Rakhine State Chief Minister 
U Nyi  Pu visited a local bat-
talion in northern Rakhine and 
spoke words of encouragement 
to the  ethnic Rakhine people 
and civil servants taking shel-
ter there.

At the meeting, the inter-
nally displaced people asked 
authorities for their help in 

returning to their native towns.
With the killings of the 

Daingnet ethnic villagers, the 
death toll from the violence that 
erupted on Friday with coordi-
nated attacks by extremist ter-
rorists has climbed to at least 
110.

Meanwhile, the government 
said it was investigating whether 
members of international aid 
groups had been involved in an 
alleged siege by the extremist 
terrorists of a village in Rakhine.

UN, foreign countries con-
demn terrorist attacks in 
Rakhine

The United Nations and 
foreign ministries of the Unit-
ed States of America, India 
and Turkey and embassies 
of USA, Britain and Australia 
released statements recently 
condemning deadly attacks 
on border posts in northern  
Rakhine.—GNLM/ Myanmar 
News Agency

Extremists attack, kill five Daingnet ethnic villagers

Ethnic Rakhine people who fled from Maungtaw after extremist terrorists had attacked, are shelteing at an IDP camp in Buthidaung (Left) and other ethnic Rakhine people cram into a car 
to flee to  Buthidaung yesterday. Photo: theiN Zaw

Vice President U Myint Swe delivers opening remarks at meeting with entrepreneurs.  Photo: MNa
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Let us eradicate extremist terrorists, destructive 
elements together!

The obstacle to transitioning away 
from fossil fuels is more a matter of 
political will than technical limita-
tions, a new Stanford study suggests.

The world could almost completely con-
vert to renewable electric power in time 
to head off the worst effects of climate 
change, according to a new analysis led 
by a Stanford University professor. And, 
the study suggests, ditching fossil fuels 
is not only possible, but might be a net 
plus economically. 

Following up on an earlier study ar-
guing that the United States could be 
powered by wind turbines, hydroelectric 
dams, and solar power by mid-century, 
Mark Jacobson projects that 139 of the 
world’s nearly 200 countries could run 
entirely on renewables by 2050. Phas-
ing out fossil fuels in little more than 30 
years will require a massive chunk of 
money, but would pay for itself in energy 
savings, better health, and limiting the 
expected losses due to carbon-driven 
climate change. 

“Technically and economically, it’s 
feasible,” said Jacobson, a professor of 
civil and environmental engineering with 
a background in atmospheric science and 
energy. “We have 98 percent of all the 
technology needed. Those are existing. 
And the ones that are not existing, there 

are prototypes available.” 
Technologies that would still need to 

be developed include the use of high-pow-
ered electrical motors for aircraft and 
commercial ships, driven either by hy-
drogen fuel cells or a combination of 
battery-electric and fuel cell technology. 
But Jacobson said the main obstacles to 
his vision “are more social and political.” 

The new analysis by Jacobson and 
more than two dozen co-authors was pub-
lished Wednesday in Joule, a new research 
journal focusing on sustainable energy. In 
addition to the 15-page study, a 186-page 
package of supplemental material lays out 
projected demand scenarios and timeta-
bles for transitioning different sectors. 

It’s an ambitious plan, calling for the 
build-out of “smart” electrical grids im-
mediately; an end to new coal, natural 
gas, or nuclear power plant construction 
by 2020, along with the conversion of all 
heating, cooking, and other appliances 
to electricity by the same point. The last 
fossil fuel-powered industrial furnaces 
would be built by 2025, the last internal 
combustion-driven trucks would roll off 
the line by 2030, and all new aircraft would 
be electrically powered by 2040.  

The estimated price tag for all that 
runs to nearly $125 trillion worldwide — 
about 3.5 percent of the world’s annual 
economic output over the next 30-plus 

A wind power station in the middle of a forest and the brown coal power station of Boxberg 
are pictured on August 04, 2017 in Bernsdorf, Germany.

Here’s How Nearly All 
Nations Could Run on 
Renewable Power by 2050

years, Jacobson said. That’s a share com-
parable to the American auto industry’s 
contribution to the US economy. 

Jacobson’s previous study of a US 
conversion to renewables came under 
fire earlier this year from other scholars, 
who called it far too optimistic unless it 
included nuclear power and some limited 
fossil-fuel capability combined with tech-
nology to capture its carbon emissions. 
But he said his conclusions are buttressed 
by two dozen other studies “that have 
found it’s possible to keep the grid stable 
without fossil fuels or nuclear power.”  

And Jacobson said the transition will 
result in a lower cost of electricity and 
reduced demand. Producing and shipping 
fossil fuels are energy-intensive. electric 
car motors deliver a far bigger share of 
their power to the wheels than gas-burn-
ers do. And the efficiency of electrical 
devices is expected to improve. All told, 
Jacobson and his colleagues estimate go-
ing electric would reduce power demand 

by more than 42 percent. 
While the conversion could cost near-

ly 25 million jobs in today’s industries 
across those 139 countries, he said the 
net result would be an increase of more 
than 24 million permanent, full-time jobs. 
Countries that depend more on fossil fuel 
production — the oil exporters of the Mid-
dle east, for instance — might bear the 
brunt of the losses, but they can recover 
by retooling their economies toward new 
technologies associated with renewables. 
And in countries that are still developing 
their electrical system and extending 
the benefits of power to their population, 
there’s no old infrastructure to replace. 

“It’s the equivalent of remodeling 
versus building a new house,” Jacobson 
said. “Certainly, things can be cleaner 
and more efficiently done and you can 
save more money if you’re starting from 
scratch, rather than having the cost of 
removing something old.” —Matt Smith 
(Seeker)  

Khin Maung Oo

TATMAdAW and security forces are 
searching for extremist terrorists in 
area clearance operations. These ex-
tremist terrorists launched coordinated 
surprise attacks on security outposts 
in northern Rakhine State. Last year 
as well, Tatmadaw and security forces 
cleared them away after they made 
violent armed attacks on 3 border guard 
security outposts. 

Now again, due to their attacks, 
security forces have sacrificed their lives 
for the country. Other security forces 
and innocent civilians have been wound-
ed. To our great sorrow, we heard about 
the mass exodus of displaced people 
leaving for safer places for fear of facing 
dangers of these extremist terrorists. 
The exodus started from the morning of 
25th August. 

Much have been heard that not only 
the whole populace but also internation-
al communities are being greatly irritat-
ed, denouncing the atrocious deeds of 
these destructive elements as the deeds 
that harm the national sovereignty of 
Myanmar. Accordingly, it became the 
affair of greatest importance for the 
nation, and these extremist elements of 
destruction were announced to be the 
terrorist groups. Simultaneously, our 
State Leaders themselves are dealing 
with this affair through constant moni-
toring and close supervision. 

The affair is concerned with the 
nation as well as all Myanmar citizens 
who wish to live in peace and concen-
trate on development.  It is necessary 
for us to have a background knowledge 
of these terrorist attacks and to take 
notice of their conspiracy efforts. Under 
the current situations, these destructive 

elements are systematically making vio-
lent armed attacks on security outposts 
on purpose, at the same time trying 
to frighten the local populace so that 
they dare not settle down there. These 
extremist terrorists have recruited the 
local people to conduct terrorist attacks 
such as destroying bridges and planting 
hand-made mines.

We must take notice and understand 
clearly that these incidents of atrocity 
and terror can grow bigger and threaten 
the very existence of Maungtaw district 
itself, which is of vital importance to the 
country. We need to live in unity and 
co-operation with a broader vision and 
security awareness so as to oppose any 
attempts to harm our national sover-
eignty. In addition we need to protect the 
lives of the innocent civilians. 

Based on this incident, we need to 
take a lesson from international events. 

Presently, extremist terrorists have 
occupied Marawi, the biggest city in the 
southern Philippines, trying to occupy 
the whole region of Mindanao Island. 
Likewise, extremist armed terrorists 
are making attacks almost every day to 
occupy the areas in southern Thailand—
Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat which abut 
with Malaysia. Our country should study 
these events carefully and attempt to 
understand the broader picture as it re-
lates to the events in the Rakhine State. 
To sum it up, we are also required to be 
aware of the dangers of these extremist 
terrorists and do our utmost to protect 
the property and lives of local populace. 
All Myanmar citizens should unite and 
join hands with the Union Government 
to protect the national sovereignty of 
Myanmar and to assist our national 
brethren in the Rakhine State as much 
as possible.   
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The Global New Light of Myanmar is accepting submissions of poetry, opinion, articles, essays and short stories from young people for its weekly Sunday Next Generation Platform. Interested candidates can 
send their works to the Global New Light of Myanmar at No. 150, Nga Htat Kyee Pagoda Road, Bahan Township, Yangon or by email to dce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with the following information: 
(1) Sector you wish to be included in (poetry, opinion, etc.), (2) Real name and (if different) your penname, (3) Your level of education, (4) Name of your School/College/University, (5) A written note of declaration 
that the submitted piece is your original work and has not been submitted to any other news or magazine publishing houses, (6) A color photo of the submitter, (7) Copy of your NRC card, (8) Contact information 
(email address, mobile number, etc.).— Editorial Department, The Global New Light of Myanmar news office

Invitation to young writers for Sunday section

Speaker of the amyotha 
Hluttaw Mahn Win khaing 
Than yesterday received H.e. 
Mr. kozo Yamamoto, a member 
of the House of representa-
tives in the Diet, State Minis-
ter for regional revitalization 
and General Secretary of Ja-
pan-Myanmar parliamentary 
Friendship association (JMp-
Fa), and party at the amyotha 
Hluttaw Hall, Nay pyi Taw at 
2:00 pm.

In the meeting, matters 

relating to human resourc-
es development, promoting 
friendship between the two 
parliaments, strengthening 
and cooperation of bilateral 
friendship were discussed. 
also present at the meeting 
were Deputy Speaker of amyo-
tha Hluttaw U aye Tha aung, 
members of Japan-Myanmar 
parliamentary Friendship 
association and officials from 
the amyotha Hluttaw Office.  
—Myanmar News agency 

Speaker Mahn Win khaing 
Than receives JMpFa’s 
General Secretary

plaNNerS for the annual Inter-
national Day of Democracy was 
held at the Joint public accounts 
Committee, pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
in Nay pyi Taw yesterday.

Deputy Speaker of the 
pyidaungsu Hluttaw U aye 
Tha aung, Deputy Speaker 
of pyithu Hluttaw U T khun 

Myat, organizing executive 
committee chairman Dr. 
Than Win and members, work  
committee members and Hluttaw 
officials attended the meeting.

The Hluttaw has held the In-
ternational Day of Democracy 
annually since 2011 and intends 
to invite union level legislative, 

administrative and judicial or-
ganisations, political parties, in-
ternational non-governmental 
organizations and ambassadors. 

The ceremony will be held 
in Thabin Hall of the Hluttaw 
compound with the theme: 
“In defense of Democracy.” 
—Myanmar News agency 

International Day of Democracy 
planning session held

pope to visit Myanmar
pope Francis plans to visit Myan-
mar in late November, according 
to the Catholic Bishops’  Confer-
ence of  Myanmar in Yangon.

The announcement came 
yesterday at a press conference 
at CBCM yesterday.

The statement released 
at the press conference by the 
CBCM said “pope Francis comes 
to  meet all the people of Myan-

mar. The four days visitation will 
take place from 27th to 30th No-
vember 2017.”

The Vatican also announced 
yesterday that he would visit My-
anmar from Nov. 27 to 30, stop-
ping in Yangon and in the capital, 
Nay pyi Taw. He would visit the 
Bangladeshi capital, Dhaka, from 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 2, according to 
reuters.— GNlM 

On 24 august 2016 an earth-
quake in Bagan region destroyed 
various pagodas and religious 
buildings. a Technical expert 
Team was formed to inspect and 
review the restoration projects 
of these structures. The team 
held its 11th meeting at the Bagan 
archaeological Museum yester-
day and was joined by Hluttaw 
representatives, staff from the 
Ministry of religious affairs and 
Culture and the Department for 

archaeology and National Muse-
ums and experts from UNeSCO.

U kyaw Oo lwin, the Direc-
tor General of the Department 
for archaeology and National 
Musuem, gave the opening ad-
dress followed by U aung Myint, 
Chairman of Myanmar engineer 
association, who gave a speech. 
afterwards, representatives 
from the Myanmar architec-
ture association and Myanmar 
engineer’s association reported 

the status of the restoration of 
Bagan’s damaged buildings. 

This was followed by Mr. 
pierre pichard and Manitha-
phone Mahaxay, experts from 
UNeSCO, reporting the results 
of their survey on the damaged 
buildings. Next, Mr. predrag 
Gavrilovic and rodolfo lujan 
presented future restoration 
projects which will be given pri-
ority and U San Oo, Chairman of 
Myanmar architecture associa-

tion, presented the association’s 
survey on Bagan’s pagodas.

In the afternoon session of 
the meeting, the deputy district 
administrator of NyaungOo 
District reported the amount of 
donations received for repairing 
the damaged pagodas and the 
status of restoring the pagodas. 
This was followed by other at-
tendants presenting their re-
port for the restoration status 
in Bagan.

Bagan, once a significant 
city in Myanmar, had over 2,200 
pagodas, stupas, monastaries 
and other structures left from 
the thousands built between the 
11th and 13th century.

The earthquake which oc-
curred at 5pm on 24 august last 
year measured 6.8 on the richter 
Scale and ruined 389 pagodas in 
Bagan and 3,133 pagodas and 
stupas in the greater Bagan re-
gion.–Myanmar News agency

Meeting on restoring Bagan pagodas destroyed by earthquake

From left to right, JMPFA General Secretary Mr. Kozo Yamamoto, 
Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than, Deputy Speaker 
of Amyotha Hluttaw U Aye Tha Aung.  Photo: MNA

The meeting for planning the International Day of Democracy was held at the Joint Public Accounts 
Committee in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw building in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  Photo: MNA
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World 
B r i e f s

Indian court sentences 
self-styled “godman” 
to 10 years in prison

NEW DELHI — An Indian judge 
on Monday handed a 10-year jail 
sentence to self-styled ‘godman’ 
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, 
whose followers went on a dead-
ly rampage after he was convict-
ed of rape on Friday.

“The court has ordered 
10-year jail term for the accused,” 
Ram Niwas, senior bureaucrat in 
charge of law and order in Hary-
ana, told Reuters. Supporters of 
Singh’s cult resorted to violent 
protests last week, which killed 
at least 38 and injured more than 
200 in Haryana state, after a local 
court found him guilty of raping 
two women in a case dating back 
to 2002.—Reuters 

Samsung scion Lee’s 
counsel appeals 
against 5-yr jail term 
for bribery

SEOUL —  Samsung Electronics 
Vice Chairman Jay Y Lee’s defence 
lawyer has filed to appeal against 
a five-year jail term for bribery 
handed down by a lower court, 
the Seoul Central District Court’s 
website said on Monday without 
giving details. A Samsung spokes-
woman did not have any imme-
diate comment about the appeal 
against the sentencing handed 
down on Friday.—Reuters 

Russia’s new 
Washington envoy 
meets US ambassador 
to Russia

MOSCOW —  Russia’s new ambas-
sador to the United States Ana-
toly Antonov met US ambassador 
to Russia John Tefft on Monday 
to discuss ties between Moscow 
and Washington, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry said on Monday. 
Antonov, appointed ambassador 
by presidential decree last week, 
takes over from Sergei Kislyak, 
whose contacts with members of 
President Donald Trump’s cam-
paign team made him a central 
figure in the row over alleged 
Russian influence in the US presi-
dential election.—Reuters 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. Photo: tASS

Russia ‘not seeking to vie with anyone’ 
to settle Qatari quandary, vows Lavrov
KUWAIT CITY —  Moscow is 
not planning to vie with anyone 
in settling the crisis between 
Qatar and a number of Arab 
states, Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov said on 
Monday.

“We support the Kuwaiti 
initiative, we do not want to 
vie with anyone,” Lavrov said. 
“We have good relations with 
all the countries which found 
themselves in such a difficult 

situation.”
“We strongly believe that 

Kuwait’s initiative deserves 
the support of all those who 
can generate a positive impact 
on this situation. We are ready 
to provide this support in any 
mode that will be acceptable 
to all participants in this situ-
ation,” Lavrov stressed.

On 5 June, Saudi Arabia, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Bahrain and Egypt accused 

Qatar of supporting terrorism 
and meddling in their domestic 
affairs. Subsequently, they said 
that they were severing dip-
lomatic relations with Doha. 
Economic sanctions and a 
transport blockade were im-
posed on Qatar.

On 22 June, the four Arab 
states put up 13 demands to 
Qatar for restoring relations 
and gave it a 10-day deadline 
to comply with them. Doha said 

that the demands were unac-
ceptable as they had nothing to 
do with the war on terror but 
aimed at limiting the country’s 
sovereignty.

Since the very outset of 
the crisis, Kuwait has been 
seeking to play the role of a 
mediator. 

The State of Kuwait sug-
gested holding a high-level 
meeting of countries involved 
in the conflict.—Tass 

Trump could lift ban on military 
equipment for US police — report
WASHINGTON —  The US 
government may soon lift a 
ban on the transfer of some 
surplus military equipment to 
police departments, according 
to a news report on Sunday.

USA Today reported it 

had obtained documents out-
lining a plan which would lift 
an Obama-era ban on putting 
some of the military’s surplus 
equipment, such as armored 
vehicles and large-caliber 
weapons, in the hands of local 

police departments.
On Monday, Attorney 

General Jeff Sessions plans 
to address the annual meeting 
of the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, the nation’s largest police 
union. 

The report said Sessions 
could unveil the plan at that 
time. A representative for 
the Justice Department did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment.  
—Reuters 
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Netanyahu: Iran building missile production sites in Syria, Lebanon

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gestures as he delivers a joint statement with UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres in Jerusalem on 28 August, 2017.  Photo: REUtERS

JERUSALEM —  Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu said on 
Monday that Iran is building sites 
to produce precision-guided mis-
siles in Syria and Lebanon, with 
the aim of using them against 
Israel.

At the start of a meeting 
in Jerusalem with UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres, 
Netanyahu accused Iran of turn-
ing Syria into a “base of military 
entrenchment as part of its de-
clared goal to eradicate Israel.”

“It is also building sites to 
produce precision-guided mis-
siles towards that end, in both 
Syria and in Lebanon. This is 
something Israel cannot accept. 
This is something the UN should 
not accept,” Netanyahu said.

Iran, Israel’s arch-ene-
my, has been Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad’s staunchest 
backer and has provided militia 
fighters to help him in Syria’s 
civil war.

Russia, also an Assad ally, 
is seen as holding the balance of 
power in achieving a deal on Syr-
ia’s future. Israel fears an even-
tual Assad victory could leave 
Iran with a permanent garrison 
in Syria, extending a threat posed 
from neighbouring Lebanon by 
Hezbollah.

Netanyahu accused Iran of 
building the production sites two 
weeks after an Israeli television 
report showed satellite images it 
said were of a facility Tehran was 
constructing in northwest Syria 
to manufacture long-range rock-
ets.  The Channel 2 News report 
said the images were of a site 
near the Mediterranean coastal 
town of Baniyas and were taken 
by an Israeli satellite.

In parallel to lobbying Mos-
cow, Israel has been trying to per-
suade Washington that Iran and 
its guerrilla partners, not Islamic 
State, pose the greater common 
threat in the region.— Reuters     

There was no immediate 
comment from Iran.

Israel has pointed to Teh-
ran’s steadily increasing influ-
ence in the region during the six-

year-old Syrian conflict, whether 
via its own Revolutionary Guard 
forces or Shi’ite Muslim proxies, 
especially Hezbollah.

On Wednesday, Netanyahu, 

in a meeting with Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin, said Israel 
was prepared to act unilaterally 
to prevent an expanded Iranian 
military presence in Syria.

Pakistan postpones US visit after Trump speech

ISLAMABAD  — Pakistan post-
poned a visit by a US acting Assis-
tant Secretary of State, officials 
said, as small protests broke 
out against President Donald 
Trump’s accusations that Islam-
abad was prolonging the war in 
Afghanistan.

The visit of Alice Wells, acting 
assistant Secretary of State for 
South and Asian Affairs, sched-
uled for Monday, would have been 
the first high-profile visit by a US 
official since Trump’s Afghan pol-
icy speech on 21 August.

“At the request of the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, Acting As-

sistant Secretary Wells’ trip has 
been postponed until a mutually 
convenient time,” a US Embas-
sy spokesperson told Reuters in 
Islamabad on Sunday.

Pakistan’s foreign ministry 
released a statement with simi-
lar wording. Neither side gave a 
reason for the postponement, but 
US officials working in Pakistan 
have been on high-alert since 
Monday’s speech. 

Trump accused Pakistan of 
harboring “agents of chaos” and 
providing safe havens to militant 
groups waging an insurgency 
against a US-backed government 

in Kabul. Pakistani officials re-
sponded by saying the US should 
not “scapegoat” Pakistan and 
accused the American military 
of failing to eliminate militant 
sanctuaries inside Afghanistan.

In the southern metropolis 
of Karachi, police fired teargas 
at protesters from a religious stu-
dent group as they began moving 
toward the US consulate building.

Between 100 and 150 protest-
ers carrying placards bearing 
pictures of President Trump and 
chanting anti-US slogans were 
kept at bay by police and not al-
lowed within 3 km (2 miles) of the 

consulate.
On Friday, banned Islamist 

organization Jamaat-ud-Dawa, 
held responsible by Washington 
and New Delhi for a series of co-

ordinated attacks in the Indian 
city of Mumbai in 2008, staged 
nationwide protests but also 
failed to draw large numbers. 
— Reuters     

  Photo: REUtERS

People gather at the site of a car bomb attack in Jamila market in Sadr City district of Baghdad, Iraq on 28 
August, 2017.  Photo: REUtERS

Car bomb kills eight in eastern Baghdad market — medics
BAGHDAD  —  A car bomb 
killed at least eight people in 
a crowded vegetable market 
in a Shi’ite Muslim district of 
Baghdad on Monday, police and 
medics said.

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility, though 
the Sunni Muslim militants of 
Islamic State have said they 
carried out a string of other 
recent attacks in the capital.

The car rigged with explo-
sives detonated in the mainly 
Shi’ite eastern district of Jami-
la, police said, as Iraqi govern-
ment forces were preparing to 

declare victory over Islamic 
State more than 400 km (250 
miles) further north in the city 
of Tal Afar.

It was not immediately 
clear if a suicide bomber had 
driven the vehicle to the target 
or if it was a parked car bomb, 
police sources said.

Medics and police sources 
said eight people died and 25 
were wounded.

Interior Ministry spokes-
man Brigadier General Saad 
Maan said four people were 
killed and 12 wounded, includ-
ing two policemen. — Reuters     
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV TOVE MAErSk VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV ToVe 
Maersk VoY. No ( ) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 28.8.2017and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.i.p where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPArTMENT
MYANMA POrT AUTHOrITY

AGENT FOr: M/S MCC TrANSPOrT 
(S'POrE) PTE LTD

phone No: 2301185

They are escorted by a salvage tug of the Baltic Fleet. Phot: tASS

Two Russian submarines on way to 
Black Sea enter Mediterranean
MOSCOW — Two Rus-
sian submarines on the 
way from the Baltic Fleet 
to the Black Sea have 
entered the Mediterra-
nean, Black Sea Fleet 
spokesman Vyacheslav 
Trukhachyov said on 
Monday.

"Two diesel subma-
rines — The Kolpino and 
the Veliki Novgorod — on 

the way from the Baltic 
Sea to the Black Sea 
Fleet have entered the 
Mediterranean," he said.

The submarines will 
be part of the Russian Na-
vy’s permanent group in 
the Mediterranean.

The submarines are 
moving in the surface po-
sition. They are escorted 
by a salvage tug of the 

Baltic Fleet.
The Kolpino and The 

Veliki Novgorod are the 
fifth and sixth in a series 
of six submarines of pro-
ject 636.3 built at the Ad-
miralty Shipyards for the 
Black Sea Fleet.

Another project 636.6 
submarine — the Kras-
nodar — was redeployed 
from the Baltic Sea to 

the Black Sea earlier. It 
performed a number of 
tasks as part of the Rus-
sian Navy’s group in the 
Mediterranean. 

On 23 June, as the 
Defence Ministry said, it 
launched Kalibr cruise 
missiles against facili-
ties of the Islamic State 
(outlawed in Russia) in 
Syria.—Tass 

DUBLIN — Much of the 
future border arrange-
ments between Northern 
Ireland and Ireland can be 
solved before Brexit talks 
enter the next phase, Ire-
land’s foreign minister 
said, urging Britain to be 
realistic in negotiating 
terms to leave the Euro-
pean Union.

British officials arrive 
in Brussels on Monday to 
push the EU towards talks 
about their post-Brexit 
ties, which the bloc refus-
es to do without an agree-
ment first on London’s 
exit bill and other divorce 
issues.

Among those issues 
is the conundrum of the 
currently invisible border 
between EU member state 
Ireland and Britain’s prov-

ince of Northern Ireland, a 
matter fraught with eco-
nomic consequences and 
politically complexities.

“We want some real-
ism. There is a suggestion 
in the British government 
papers on Ireland that re-
ally the Irish border issues 
can only be solved in the 
context of a free trade 
agreement and I think 
there is a lot we can do 
in advance of that,” Irish 
Foreign Minister Simon 
Coveney told national 
broadcaster RTE. 

As part of a series of 
papers published by Lon-
don this month it hopes will 
push forward talks with 
the EU, Britain said there 
should be no border posts 
or immigration checks on 
the neighbouring island of 

Ireland once London quits 
the EU in 2019.

At the same time, 
Britain’s Conservative 
government intends to 
regain complete control 
over immigration as part 
of Brexit, raising questions 
how this would work if 
there was a “back door” 
into Britain along an open 
land frontier with Ireland.

The Irish govern-
ment, which had grown 
critical Britain’s approach 
to the talks, welcomed 
what it called significant 
progress in the papers but 
reiterated on Monday that 
London now must spell out 
in detail how their plan 
could be implemented.

“It’s up to the UK this 
week to outline how the po-
sition papers, particularly 

in relation to Ireland and 
the border issues, can ac-
tually work,” Coveney said.

“Many in the EU, 
while they accept what 
Britain wants, they don’t 
see how the negotiating 
approach can achieve 
that.” The European Par-
liament’s Brexit point-
man, Guy Verhofstadt, 
has dismissed the British 
government’s outline ap-
proach, calling the idea of 
an invisible border a “fan-
tasy”.  

The issue of how the 
Irish Republic and North-
ern Ireland will fare after 
Britain leaves the EU is 
particularly sensitive given 
the decades of violence in 
the province over whether 
it should be part of Britain 
or Ireland.—Reuters 

Ireland calls for realism from UK on 
border issue in latest Brexit talks

US navy recovers remains 
of all sailors missing after 
USS McCain collision

SINGAPORE  — The US 
Navy on Monday con-
firmed recovery of the 
remains of all 10 sailors 
killed after the warship 
John S McCain collided 
with a merchant vessel 
in waters near Singapore 
and Malaysia.

The guided-missile 
destroyer collided with 
the Alnic MC east of Sin-
gapore last week while 
approaching the city 
state on a routine port 
visit.

“The US navy and 
marine corps divers have 
now recovered the re-
mains of all 10 USS John 
S McCain sailors,” the 
Seventh Fleet said in a 
statement on its website.

The news follows 
the navy’s Thursday an-
nouncement that it had 
suspended wider search 
and rescue operations 
after finding and identi-
fying the remains of one 
sailor.

The navy found the 
remains of missing sail-
ors inside sealed sections 
of the damaged hull of the 
warship, which is moored 
at Singapore’s Changi 
Naval Base.

“The incident is un-
der investigation to de-
termine the facts and 
circumstances of the 
collision,” the statement 
added. Aircraft, divers 
and vessels from Austral-
ia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore, and the Unit-
ed States joined a search-

and-rescue operation for 
the missing sailors over 
an area of about 5,500 sq 
km (2,124 square miles) 
around the crash site.

The pre-dawn col-
lision, the fourth major 
accident for the US Pa-
cific Fleet this year, has 
prompted a review of its 
operations.

The Navy has re-
moved Seventh Fleet 
Commander Vice Admi-
ral Joseph Aucoin from 
his post, citing “a loss of 
confidence in his ability 
to command” after the 
run of accidents.

Rear Admiral Phil 
Sawyer takes command 
of the fleet from Aucoin, 
who had been due to step 
down next month.

The US navy has also 
flagged plans for tempo-
rary and staggered halts 
in operations across its 
global fleet to allow staff 
to focus on safety.

In a one-day op-
erational pause last 
Wednesday, officers and 
crew of Seventh Fleet 
ships deployed at a facil-
ity in Yokosuka, Japan, 
received fresh training 
in risk management and 
communications.

The Seventh Fleet, 
headquartered in Japan, 
operates as many as 70 
ships, including the US 
navy’s only forward-de-
ployed aircraft carrier, 
and has about 140 air-
craft and 20,000 sailors. 
—Reuters 
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NEW DELHI/BEIJING 
— India and China have 
agreed to an “expeditious 
disengagement” of troops 
in a disputed border area 
where their soldiers have 
been locked in a stand-off 
for more than two months, 
India’s foreign ministry 
said on Monday.

The decision comes 
ahead of a summit of 
the BRICS nations — a 
grouping that also in-
cludes Brazil, Russia and 
South Africa — in China 
next month, which Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is expected to attend.

Indian and Chinese 
troops have been con-
fronting each other at 
the Doklam plateau near 
the borders of India, its 
ally Bhutan and China, 
in the most serious and 
prolonged standoff in dec-
ades along their disputed 
Himalayan border.

The Indian ministry 

said the two sides had 
agreed to defuse the crisis 
following diplomatic talks.

“In recent weeks, In-
dia and China have main-
tained diplomatic commu-
nication in respect of the 
incident at Doklam,” the 
ministry said in a state-
ment.

“On this basis, expe-
ditious disengagement of 
border personnel at the 
face-off site at Doklam 
has been agreed to and 
is on-going,” it said in a 
statement.

It did not offer more 
details of the terms of dis-
engagement from the area 
which had raised fears of a 
wider conflict between the 
Asian giants who fought a 
brief border war in 1962.

China said Indian 
troops had withdrawn 
from the remote area in 
the eastern Himalayas. 
Chinese foreign minis-
try spokeswoman Hua 

Chunying said Chinese 
troops would continue to 
patrol the Doklam region.

“China will continue 
to exercise sovereignty 
rights to protect territorial 
sovereignty in accordance 
with the rules of the histor-
ical boundary,” she said.

India and China have 
been unable to settle their 
3,500-km (2,175-mile) fron-
tier and large parts of ter-
ritory are claimed by both 
sides.

“China hopes India 
respects the historical 
boundary and works with 
China to protect peace 
along the border on the 
basis of mutual respect of 
each other’s sovereignty,” 
Hua added.

The trouble started 
in June when India sent 
troops to stop China build-
ing a road in the Doklam 
area, which is remote, 
uninhabited territory 
claimed by both China and 

Bhutan.
India said it sent its 

troops because Chinese 
military activity there was 
a threat to the security of 
its own northeast region.

But China has said 
India had no role to play 
in the area and insisted 
it withdraw unilaterally 
or face the prospect of 
an escalation. Chinese 
state media had warned 
India of a fate worse than 
its crushing defeat in the 
war in 1962.

Indian political com-
mentator Shekhar Gupta 
said there was too much at 
stake for the two countries 
to fight over a small piece 
of territory.

“Hopefully, Doklam 
is a new chapter in In-
dia-China relations. Too 
much at stake for both 
big powers to let legacy 
real-estate issues linger,” 
he said in a Twitter post. 
—Reuters 

India and China agree 
to end border standoff

Philippines’ Duterte says police 
can kill ‘idiots’ who resist arrest

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte interacts with 
members of the Boy Scouts of the Philippines who 
attended the National Heroes Day Commemoration 
at the Libingan ng mga Bayani in Fort Bonifacio, 
Taguig City, metro Manila, Philippines on 28 August, 
2017. Photo: ReuteRs

MANILA — Philippine 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
told police on Monday they 
could kill “idiots” who vi-
olently resist arrest, two 
days after hundreds of 
people turned the funeral 
of a slain teenager into a 
protest against his deadly 
war on drugs.

Duterte met the par-
ents of the schoolboy, 
17-year-old Kian Loyd 
delos Santos, at the presi-
dential palace in Manila on 
Monday, officials said. De-
tails of the meeting were 
not immediately available.

Earlier, Duterte broke 
off midway through a pre-
pared speech at the Hero’s 
Cemetery on the outskirts 
of Manila and addressed 
impromptu comments to 
Jovie Espenido, the po-
lice chief of a town in the 
south where the mayor 
was killed in an anti-drugs 
raid.

“Your duty requires 

you to overcome the re-
sistance of the person 
you are arresting... (if) 
he resists, and it is a vio-
lent one... you are free to 
kill the idiots, that is my 
order to you,” Duterte 
told the police officer.

Duterte added that 
“murder and homicide 
and unlawful killings” 
were not allowed and 

that police had to uphold 
the rule of law while car-
rying out their duties.

Duterte unleashed 
the anti-drugs war after 
taking office in June last 
year following an elec-
tion campaign in which 
he vowed to use deadly 
force to wipe out crime 
and drugs. 

Thousands of peo-

ple have been killed and 
the violence has been 
criticized by much of the 
international community.

Domestic opposition 
has been largely muted 
but the killing of delos San-
tos by anti-drugs officers 
on 16 August has sparked 
rare public outrage.

More than 1,000 
people, including nuns, 
priests and hundreds of 
children, joined his funeral 
procession on Saturday, 
turning the march into 
one of the biggest protests 
yet against Duterte’s an-
ti-drugs campaign.

Delos Santos was 
dragged by plain-clothes 
policemen to a dark, trash-
filled alley in northern Ma-
nila before he was shot in 
the head and left next to 
a pigsty, according to wit-
nesses whose accounts 
appeared to be backed 
up by CCTV footage. 
— Reuters 
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Kendrick Lamar with his  2017 MTV Video Music Awards in Inglewood, California, US on 27 August, 
2017.  Photo: ReuteRs

Kendrick Lamar wins big, but absent 
Taylor Swift steals VMA show

LoS AngeLeS — Singer Tay-
lor Swift gave Sunday’s MTV 
Video Music Awards a miss de-
spite the debut of her self-ref-
erential music video for “Look 
What You Made Me Do” at the 
ceremony.

There were reports that 
Swift, who was also nominated 
for the best collaboration with 
Zayn Malik for “I Don’t Wanna 
Live Forever” at the awards 
show, would attend the VMAs.

But the 27-year-old star de-

cided to skip the ceremony.
The reason of her absence 

was unknown, reported enter-
tainment Weekly.

However, the duo won the 
award for their hit track from 
the film “Fifty Shades Darker” 
and the song’s co-writers Jack 
Antonoff and Sam Dew took to 
the stage to accept the Moon 
Person trophy on Swift’s behalf.

The show was hosted by 
Katy Perry, who also performed 
her latest hits.—PTI 

LoS AngeLeS  — Kendrick 
Lamar and ed Sheeran won the 
top prizes at the MTV Video Mu-
sic Awards (VMAs) on Sunday, 
but an absent Taylor Swift and 
lifetime achievement honoree 
Pink dominated the show.

An angry Swift took on her 
critics in the world premiere 
of the music video for her first 
solo single in three years, “Look 
What You Made Me Do.”

The satirical music video 
depicted Swift, 27, crawling out 
of a grave and declaring her 
old self dead in a portrayal of a 
hard-edged artist with nothing 
left to lose, drawing more than 
470,000 views on Youtube within 
an hour of its premiere.

Lamar, who went into 
Sunday’s event in Los Angeles 
with a leading eight nomina-
tions, kicked off the show with 
a medley that featured dancers 
in flames.

The California rapper went 
home with six statuettes, includ-
ing the top award for video of the 
year and best hip hop video for 
“Humble.”

British singer-songwriter 
Sheeran was voted artist of the 
year. Despite days of fevered 
speculation, Swift herself was 
a no-show, though she won the 
only category in which she had 
been nominated - best collabo-
ration for “I Don’t Wanna Live 
Forever” with Zayn Malik.

nevertheless, her new vid-
eo quickly became one of the 
show’s most talked-about mo-
ments, largely overshadowing 
performances by the likes of 

Sheeran, Fifth Harmony and 
Lorde.

The video ended with Swift 
reviving all the personas of her 
music career — from gawky, 
guitar playing 16-year old to 
poised grammy winner — and 
having them call each other out 
for being fake, pretending to be 
nice and playing the victim.

Hosting the VMA show was 
Swift’s long-time rival, Katy Per-
ry, who made her entrance from 
the ceiling wearing a space suit 
and ended the three-hour event 
with a performance of single 
“Swish Swish” with nicki Minaj.

Pink, the winner of the 2017 
Vanguard Award, gave a speech 
about beauty and acceptance di-
rected to her six year-old daugh-
ter Willow, who was in the 
audience, that moved 
many to tears.

“Baby girl, we 
don’t change,” the 
singer said. “We 
take the gravel 
and the shell and 
we make a pearl, 
and we help other 
people to change 
so they can see 
other kinds of 

beauty.”
The event also showcased 

social issues.
Six transgender military 

service men and woman 
walked the VMA red 

carpet, and a group of 
suicide survivors 

stood silently on 
stage during a 
performance of 
the song “1-800 
273-8255”, the 

number of the 
national Suicide 

Prevention Life-
line.—Reuters 

Taylor Swift skips 
MTV VMAs

LonDon  — Singer Mollie 
King says she is still getting 
used to dating as she finds 
it difficult to interact with 
people.

The Saturdays singer 
says she gets a bit nervous 
about going out on dates fol-
lowing her split from model 
David gandy, reported Fe-
malefirst.

“I’m still getting used to 
(dating). At first I was like, 
‘Ah, I’m single, what do you 
do?!’ And it all seemed a bit 
nerve-wracking. My friends 
tell me to go on and get out 
there, and if Mr Right comes 
along then great.

“But I haven’t really been 
on that many dates. I find it 
very hard to meet people — I 
feel like everybody meets on 
apps these days. I’m hoping 
that one of my friends will set 
me up.

The 30-year-old singer 
says she prefers to keep her 
romance under wraps.

“I make a real effort to try 
to keep things private, but it 
does feel very different when 
you’re saying something in 
a song. At the time I wrote 
it, it was exactly what I was 
going through and it was all 
I could think about,” she tells 
Fabulous magazine.—PTI 

I find it very 
hard to meet 
people: 
Mollie King

Mollie King arrives for the 
Brit Awards at the O2 Arena 
in London, Britain on 22 
February, 2017. Photo: 
ReuteRs

Singer Taylor Swift.  
Photo: ReuteRs
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08:03 Am News 

08:25 Am A Street Vendor Spreading Knowledge

09:03 Am News

09:26 Am Archery Session (from Ramayana Play)

09:48 Am Today Myanmar: 29th Southeast Asian         

                                     Games 2017 "Malaysia"

10:03 Am News

10:25 Am Gardener: Rose Plantation  

10:32 Am Shrinking Footprints

(29-8-2017 07:00am ~30-8-2017 07:00am) MST

Myanmar
International
Programme Schedule

10:55 Am Goldsmith

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)- Monday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm) -Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time

07:03 Pm News

07:26 Pm A Day Out With Sarah (EP-3) 

07:52 Pm Art Students: Sculpture

08:03 Pm News

08:26 Pm Taste of Myanmar (Fried Flat Noodle) 

08:49 Pm The Firefighter    

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm) -Today Repeat (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am)- Monday Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) -Today Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

Japanese cutlery maker Kai group opens 1st retail shop in India
NEW DELhI — Japa-
nese cutlery-related prod-
uct maker Kai group has 
opened its first retail out-
let in India, betting on the 
fast-growing consumer 
market on the back of the 
establishment of a man-
ufacturing facility in line 
with the local government's 
"Make in India" policy.

The nearly 110-year-
old manufacturer from a 
traditional blade and knife 
production area in central 
Japan plans to invest 1.75 
billion rupees ($27.33 mil-
lion) in the next three years 
in Asia's third-largest econ-
omy and launch five stores 
by 2022. "It's now time to 
expand our brand presence 
in the country, " Koji Endo, 
group president, told NNA 
during an opening cere-
mony for its first exclusive 
store "kai shop" at the Se-

Koji Endo (C), president and CEO of Japanese cutlery maker Kai group, and Rajesh 
Pandya (L), managing director of Kai Manufacturing India Pvt Ltd, pose for a photo at the 
opening ceremony of the company's first retail outlet in India on 25 August, 2017, in New 
Delhi. Photo:  (NNA/Kyodo)

stores in other parts of the 
country, Endo said.

The group also plans 
to produce most of its prod-
ucts for retail in the South 
Asian country at its manu-
facturing facility in Neem-
rana in the northern Indian 
state of Rajasthan, which 
was set up last year. Cur-
rently, about 90 percent of 
the products are imported 
from Japan, according to 
Endo.

Rajesh Pandya, man-
aging director of Kai Manu-
facturing India Pvt Ltd, told 
NNA that the company is 
banking on the popularity of 
Japanese brands in India to 
drive its growth. "If you look 
at our advertising in India, 
we are selling Japan as a 
brand and Kai as a product," 
he said.

According to the Bos-
ton Consulting Group's 

March 2017 report titled 
"The New Indian: The Many 
Facets of a Changing Con-
sumer," India's nominal 
year-on-year consumption 
expenditure growth of 12 
per cent is more than dou-
ble the anticipated global 
rate of 5 per cent and will 
make India the third-larg-
est consumer market by 
2025, the report said, adding 
that it expects consump-
tion expenditure to triple 
to reach $4 trillion by then.

The report also said 
that in terms of spend-
ing, the two top consum-
er brackets among five 
household categories in the 
country — elite and affluent 
— will become the largest 
combined segment by 2025, 
accounting for 40 per cent 
of consumption compared 
with 27 per cent in 2016.  
— Kyodo News  

lect Citywalk shopping mall 
in the capital last Friday.

The Kai group, which 
operates manufacturing 
plants and sales units in 
several countries in Asia, 

Europe and North America, 
will sell 100 selected prod-
ucts in India from among 
more than 10,000 items 
in the cooking, grooming, 
beauty care and medical 

fields. It aims to more than 
triple its sales through the 
opening of five houseware 
and beauty care shops in 
key cities by 2022 in addi-
tion to dealings at general 

London's Notting hill Carnival remembers Grenfell Tower fire
LONDON  —  Notting 
hill Carnival, the biggest 
street party in Europe, 
fell silent for a minute on 
Sunday to remember the 
more than 80 people who 
were killed in June in an 
apartment block fire in the 
west London district.

Sound systems were 
turned off at 14:00 GMT 
in tribute to the victims 
of the disaster at Gren-
fell Tower, a tower block 
less that half a mile from 
the route of a procession 

that is expected to attract 
hundreds of thousands of 
revelers on Sunday and 
Monday.

Doves were released 
at the official opening cer-
emony of the 51st event. 
The local community is 
determined to remember 
the victims at the carnival 
that celebrates Afro-Car-
ibbean culture.

But as well as sadness 
there is anger directed at 
the local authorities and 
the government after fire 

raced through the block 
and trapped dozens living 
in its upper floors in June.

Some feared that 
tempers could boil over 
at the festival, but the local 
community is determined 
it should be a peaceful vig-
il. On Sunday, the carnival 
got off to a lively but trou-
ble-free start.

The Grenfell Tower 
blaze prompted wide-
spread support for the 
community, but also anger 
over accusations of mis-

management by the local 
authorities. Protesters 
stormed the council build-
ing in the days after the 
tragedy, and the borough 
council leader resigned.

The council was crit-
icized by locals and politi-
cians for its slow and in-
effective response to the 
fire, while many accuse 
the authority, which ad-
ministers one of Britain’s 
wealthiest areas, of having 
turned its back on social 
housing.— Reuters 

Young revellers take part in the children's parade during 
the Notting Hill Carnival in London, Britain on 27 August, 
2017. Phioto: ReuteRs

At Maltese festival, climbing the 
greasy pole is part of the fun

ST JULIAN’S, (Malta)  —  
For more than a century, 
locals in the small Maltese 
town of St Julian’s have cel-
ebrated their patron saint 
by running up a steeply an-
gled log, smeared with lard, 
protruding over the sea.

The goal is to grab in-
creasingly difficult-to-reach 
flags. The unconventional 
form of worship is the cen-
terpiece of the Feast of St 
Julian, which takes place in 
late August, and dates back 
to the 1800s. Men, women 
and children take part in 

the contest, running up a 
30-foot-long pole, known as 
the gostra, suspended over 
the town’s harbor. Whether 
they win or lose however, 
the competitors all ulti-
mately end up in the water.

“While I stand there 
right before I go up, I have 
a bad feeling in my gut that 
something might go wrong 
— which is very common 
— but the adrenaline rush 
overcomes that bad feeling, 
which pushes me to go,” 
said competitor Ivan Bar-
toli, 21.— Reuters 
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Australia face divided Japan in 
World Cup qualifier — Degenek

TOKYO — Japan are battling 
dissent within their ranks and 
the angst has reached a point 
that some local players would 
rather Australia won Thurs-
day’s crunch World Cup qual-
ifier, Socceroos defender Milos 
Degenek said on Monday.

The Samurai Blue face Aus-
tralia at Saitama stadium in a 
clash that could prove decisive 
for both nations’ hopes of claim-
ing an automatic ticket to the 
finals in Russia next year.

Japan, who lead Asia’s 
Group B by a point with two 
matches remaining, can book 
their spot with a win over third-

placed Australia but defeat 
would put their campaign on 
a knife-edge as they travel to 
second-placed Saudi Arabia in 
the last round. Local media have 
reported that the Japan Football 
Association will sack Bosnian 
coach Vahid Halilhodzic if the 
team loses to the Socceroos. De-
genek, who plays for J-League 
side Yokohama, said his club 
mates had “mixed emotions” 
about the match.

“In my team and my club, 
from what I’ve heard, it’s kind of 
silly to say, but they kind of want 
us to win,” the 23-year-old told 
reporters.—Reuters 

Milos Degenek of 
Australia heads the 
ball as Dimitrios 
Diamantakos of Greece.  
Photo: ReuteRs

LONDON— Liverpool 
goalkeeper Simon 
Mignolet will start 
the club’s next Pre-
mier League match 
against Manchester 
City after being rest-
ed for Sunday’s 4-0 
win over Arsenal, 
manager Juergen 
Klopp said after 
the Anfield drub-
bing.

Mignolet’s 
omission from the 

matchday squad 
raised some eye-

brows but Klopp explained 
that the Belgium internation-
al was still his first choice 

and had been left out to keep 
him fresh.

“Intensity for a goalkeeper 
is different,” Klopp said.

”It’s not a physical intensity, 
it’s a mental intensity. We ... said 
we wanted to have three really 
strong goalkeepers, that’s our 
situation now.

“That means you cannot 
deal with it like you do when you 
have a clear number three, a 
clear number two — yes, Simon 
is a clear number one, but the 
others are not clear number twos 
and number threes, they are re-

ally strong goalkeepers.”
Mignolet was handed the 

gloves at the start of the season, 
playing in Liverpool’s 3-3 Pre-
mier League draw at Watford, 
the 1-0 home win over Crystal 
Palace and both legs of their 6-2 
aggregate Champions League 
qualifying win over Hoffenheim.

The Belgian has been criti-
cised over the past few seasons, 
particularly for his vulnerability 
under the high ball, but Klopp 
said he had earned his spot as 
first choice.

“He’s a machine, he’s always 
there, he’s solid, really, really re-
liable ... so he won the race,” the 
German added.

“One hundred percent if 
nothing happens, Simon will play 
against City.” Loris Karius came 
into the team and kept a clean 
sheet on Sunday, despite a few 
nervy moments when he dwelt on 
the ball too long and was nearly 
punished by Danny Welbeck.

Klopp hinted he would con-
tinue to rotate his goalkeepers. 
“(Karius) had a lot of good things, 
he played really cool football, yes 
sometimes a little bit too cool and 
waited a little bit too long but ... 
we all need to learn and get used 
to playing football in close situa-
tions,” Klopp added.—Reuters 

Liverpool’s Simon 
Mignolet. Photo: 
ReuteRs

Mignolet still Liverpool’s 
number one, says Klopp

Kyaw Zin Lin

Myanmar gained bronze medals 
in Taekwondo and Weightlifting 
competitions at the 2017 SEA 
Games held at the KLCC Con-
vention Center in Kuala Lumpur 
yesterday.

In the Kyorugi Men’s Taek-
wondo Competition, Myanmar 
fighter Zaw Lin Htet won the 
bronze medal as he was de-
feated by Vietnam fighter in the 
semifinal by the point of 5-18. 
Taekwondo is a martial art com-
bining combat and self-defence 
techniques. Both the Kyorugi 
and Poomsae events were com-
peted at the 29th SEA Games 
in 2017. Kyorugi is the combat 
event involving sparring between 

Myanmar 
won bronze in 
Taekwondo and 
Weightlifting at 
SEA Games

two athletes. Poomsae on the 
other hand, is a demonstrative, 
non-combative pattern event. 
At the 62 Kilo Weight Class of 
the Weightlifting competition, 
Myanmar weight lifter Myint 
Kyi also collected the bronze 
medal as he could manage to lift 
284 kilo. There were in total five 
events of weightlifting in 29th 

SEA Games, Men’s-56kg, Men’s-
62kg, Men’s-69kg, Men’s-77kg 
and Men’s-85kg respectively. 

In the Medal Tally, Myan-
mar ranked in seventh stage 
with seven gold medals, 9 sil-
ver medals and 19 
bronze according 
to the yesterday’s 
results. 

Myanmar to play 
against Indonesia for 
football bronze medal
Kyaw Zin Lin 

The battle for the men’s foot-
ball bronze medal will be 
fought today between former 
SEA Games bronze winner 
Myanmar and Indonesia as 
Thailand made the final after 
beating Myanmar while Ma-
laysia edge Indonesia with 
the same 1-0 scoreline.

A late header from Thai-
land striker Chenrop Sam-
paodi gave defending cham-
pions Thailand their third 
final of the men’s football 
event at the SEA Games as 
they broke Myanmar hearts 
with a 1-0 at the Selayang 
Stadium on Saturday.

The defeat has been My-
anmar’s gold medal drought 

since 1973. 
Myanmar is also likely 

to have struggles for today’s 
match as Indonesia played 
much better than the previ-
ous SEA Games.

Myanmar will likely to 
use  its shinning players Aung 
Thu, Si Thu Aung, Thann 
Paing and Maung Maung 
Lwin at today’s match.

 The final of the men’s 
football event for KL2017 
will be held at the Shah 
Alam Stadium and the 
match for bronze between 
Myanmar and Indonesia 
will be held at the Selayang 
Stadium today at 3:00pm  
(Myanmar Standard Time) or 
4:30pm (Malaysia standard 
time). 

Myanmar Weight  
Lifter Myint Kyi 
lifting 284 kilo 
of weight bar 
in yesterday’s 
competition. Photo: 
sPed


