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Terrorist training camps, guns 
uncovered in Mayu Mountains
Security forces have discovered 
evidence over the past two days 
that terrorist training is being 
conducted in the Mayu Moun-
tains in the Buthidaung-Maung-
taw area in Rakhine State. 

Three armed attackers 
were killed in self-defence dur-
ing the two-day area clearance 

operation.
“It has been found that there 

are secret plots to carry out acts 
of terrorism by people who turn a 
blind eye to the State’s arrange-
ments for the rule of law and 
peace and stability of Maungtaw 
and for the people of Maungtaw”, 
read a statement released by 

the State Counsellor’s Office In-
formation Committee. Security 
forces found a tunnel, home-
made weapons, huts, rations, 
utensils and other items used 
in the terrorist training.

 One man who attacked se-
curity forces with a machete was 
killed in self-defence on Tuesday, 

and two other men were killed 
the following day.

The security forces conduct-
ed an area clearance operation 
in the remote area after receiv-
ing a tip-off that villagers were 
undergoing terrorist training in 
the mountains at night.

See page-9

Left, the tunnel discovered by security forces used for terroroist training. Right, top: rice and cooking oil found at the training site. Right, centre: binoculars, 
weapons, wire and gunpowder. Right, bottom: the entrance of the tunnel. photo: state counsellor’s office information committee
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw discusses education, pasture lands

Thura Zaw
(Myanmar News Agecny) 

The Upper chamber of the par-
liament discussed funding for 
two new housing projects, res-
toration of pasture lands and 
upgrading of Basic Education 
schools, among other issues, 
yesterday. 

Deputy Minister for Home  
Affairs Major General Aung Soe 

said his agency will seek funding 
in FY2018-19 to construct a two 
story, six apartment concrete 
building at Taungzun Police 
Station and another at Bilin 
Township Police Station, Tha-
ton District.

The deputy minister also 
said that a trespasser on gov-
ernment recognized grazing 
ground was ordered to cease 
farming or else face legal pen-

alties. The violator obeyed and 
the pasture has been restored 
in accordance with Section 33 
of Farmland Law, the deputy 
minister said. 

Deputy Minister for Educa-
tion U Win Maw Htun said that 
5,099 Basic Education schools 
have been upgraded to high-
er levels and 23 schools of An 
Township had been included in 
the upgrading program.

Major General Aung Soe, 
Deputy Minister for Home 
Affairs. Photo: MNA

U Win Maw Htun, Deputy Minister 
for Education. Photo: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw discusses 
citizenship of children born 
abroad nationals abroad

Kyaw Thu Htet 
(Myanmar News Agency) 

CHILDREN born to Myanmar 
nationals working abroad are not 
automatically eligible for Myan-
mar citizenship, according to U 

Thein Swe, Union Minister for 
Labour, Immigration and Popu-
lation, who replied to a question 
posed by Dr Daw Khin Sithu of 
Loikaw constituency.
“It is a special case to give out 
legal birth certificates to chil-
dren born of Myanmar migrant 
workers who are abroad,” he said. 
“Preparations are being made to 
lay down strategies and protocols 
in cooperation with respective 
ministries, region and state cab-
inets and health departments and 
international organizations.”

Myanmar nationals who 
moved abroad and acquired new 
citizenship, or other Myanmar 
nationals who have otherwise lost 
or reliqnuished Myanmar citizen-
ship must also apply for Myanmar 
citizenship for their offspring, ac-
cording to U Thein Swe. 

U Thein Swe, Union Minister 
for Labour, Immigration and 
Population. Photo: MNA

Annual report on Union Supreme Court 
released in preparation for reforms

The 2016 report of the Union 
Supreme Court was released 
yesterday at a seminar about the 
future direction of Myanmar’s 
judicial system between 2018 
and 2022 at Royal ACE Hotel in 
Nay Pyi Taw. 

The report includes statis-
tics about Myanmar’s highest 
court. It is hoped that the pub-
lication will help Myanmar and 
international legal experts bet-
ter understand the role of the 
court and to help improve its 
performance in future. 

The high court is in the 
midst of a three year strategic 
review for reforms planned be-
tween 2018- and 2022. 

Union Attorney General U 
Tun Tun Oo discussed the im-
portance of the rule of law in 
Myanmar and the theme of the 
seminar, “Advancing Justice 
Together”.

Present at the ceremony 
were the union attorney gener-
al, the deputy attorney gener-
al, chairmen, secretaries and 
members of legal affairs and 

special cases assessment com-
missions, citizens’ human rights 
advocates embassy officials, UN 
organisations and heads of other 
governmental departments and 
organizations. 

Those present at the 
meeting were presented with 
the annual report. The report 
is available on http://www. un-
ionsupremecourt. gov. mm. 
Suggestions for the project for 
judicial reform can be sent to 
ousc.planningteam@gmail.com. 
—Myanmar News Agency 

Only the children of Myan-
mar citizens born in Myanmar 
will be regarded as Myanmar 
citizens, according to the law, U 
Thein Swe said.

The union minister said that 
a panel has been formed to review 
the process by which  the citizen-
ship of children born to former 
Myanmar nationals and Myan-
mar citizens working abroadis 
determined.

Provided that applications 
are submitted with birth certif-
icates attached children born 
overseas, former Myanmar cit-
izens and their children born 
abroad are eligible to apply for 
Myanmar citizenship, he said.

“If the review panel recom-
mends that they should be recog-
nized as Myanmar citizens, they 
will enjoy rights and privileges 
of Myanmar citizens with the 

approval of the government,” 
he said. Myanmar parents and 
guardians of children born abroad 
are required to inform the Myan-
mar embassy or consulate of their 
children’s birth within one year 
with birth certificates attached, 
the minister said. 

Respective embassies and 
consulates will give out form 
(Naing) 8, certificates of birth in 
exotic locations. 

Union Attorney General U Tun Tun Oo addresses the audience at the 
Royal ACE Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  Photo: MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw discussed about citizenship issues for children born abroad.  Photo: MNA
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The Ministry of Labour, Immi-
gration and Population issued a 
statistic report yesterday which 
gives detailed information on 
labour force in Myanmar. The 
report is based on the 2014 My-
anmar Population and Housing 
Census.

The report includes details 
on the participation percentage 
of the labour force, status of the 
labor market, unemployment 
rates and other facts.  According 
to the 2014 census, youth work-
ers take up a large share of the 
workforce and there are more 
working males than females. 86 
per cent of male workers between 
the ages of 15 to 64 participate in 
the labour force and 51 per cent of 
females from the same age range 
participate in the labor force.

The report shows that there 
are 500,000 children between the 
age of 10 to 14 who are current-
ly working and 77,000 children 
are searching for employment. 
The schooling rate is low among 
working children with 82 per cent 
of 10 years old children and 91 
per cent of 12 years old children 
having never attended school. 
Agriculture is the main industry 
for Myanmar and 40 per cent of 

Vice President U Myint Swe 
received Mr. Christian-Lud-
wig Weber-Lortsch, Ambassa-
dor of Germany to Myanmar, 
who had completed his tour of 
duty at the Presidential Pal-
ace in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday 
evening.

During the meeting, they 

discussed matters concerning 
bilateral relations, cooperation 
between Germany and Myan-
mar, economic and technology 
development. Also present at 
the meeting were Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs 
U Kyaw Tin and officials. 
—Myanmar News Agency 

Vice President U Myint Swe 
receives German Ambassador

Statistics for Myanmar 
labour force released

The Union Government held a 
press conference at the Presi-
dential House in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday on a range of issues, 
including the terrorist move-
ments in the Mayu Mountains, 
re-entry visas for U Han Nyaung 
Wai and the government’s 
stance on the United National-
ities Federal Council.

At the news conference, 
U Zaw Htay, Director-Gener-
al of the Ministry of the State 
Counsellor’s Office, denied the 
rumour that U Han Nyaung Wai, 
a representative of the Resto-
ration Council of Shan State 
(RCSS), has been banned from 
re-entry into Myanmar. U Han 
Nyaung Wai is in exile in a west-
ern country. 

“The government (previ-
ously) granted multiple visas to 
U Han Nyaung Wai as he repre-
sented the Euro-Burma Office 
and worked together with the 
Myanmar Peace Center.  But 
when the incumbent govern-

ment carried out peace-making 
works, no agreement was made 
with the Euro-Burma Office,” 
said U Zaw Htay.

“He did not cooperate with 
the government for peace mak-
ing and the government did not 
ban a visa to him. However, he 
cannot get multiple visas. But 
he can get a social visa and we 
have informed the Myanmar 
embassies,” he added. 

U Zaw Htay said the UNFC 
is currently holding a meeting 
and taking into consideration 
news that says reformation is 
necessary for the UNFC. He 
said the government has sent 
Dr. Min Zaw Oo from the Peace 
Commission to the UNFC to 
clarify the government’s 
thoughts on the matter. 

The reason why the govern-
ment has sent its envoy to the 
meeting is to avoid confusion 
over the government’s stance 
after the possible reformation 
of UNFC.

There are currently 21 
groups approved by the govern-
ment involved in negotiations 
with the government and the 
Tatmadaw regarding the NCA 
(Nationwide Ceasefire  Agree-
ment).

He said there may be diffi-
culties in accepting new addi-
tions of armed ethnic groups to 
the UNFC. The UNFC and the 
Delegation for Political Negoti-
ation are currently negotiating 
nine demands and have held five 
discussion meetings. The 6th 
discussion meeting will be held 
in Yangon and a representative 
from the peace commission will 
be sent to ensure difficulties do 
not arise in the meeting, as well 
as to share the government’s 
thoughts on the matter.

It has been made clear that 
only the 21 groups who were 
at the NCA negotiations will 
be accepted and groups who 
formed after the NCA will not 
be accepted, said U Zaw Htay.

Gov’t clarifies terrorist training camps in Mayu mountains, multiple visa 
rejection to U Han Nyaung Wai, stance on UNFC’s possible reformation

the labour force is involved in 
farming, forestry and fishing. The 
majority of workers in these three 
primary sectors have low-income 
while only 4 per cent are in the 
upper class.

The unemployment rate is 
high for youths in Myanmar be-
tween the ages of 20 to 24. Ten 
per cent of urban youths are un-
employed and 8 per cent of rural 
youth are unemployed. The rate 
of unemployment is also differ-
ent between regions with one in 
every ten person in Rakhine State 
being unemployed while in Shan 
State one in every fifty person is 
unemployed. The labour market 
in Myanmar is expected to de-

velop in the coming years with 
observable changes in the social, 
economic and political sectors. 
The details of the report can be 
helpful for policy makers and or-
ganisations working for the de-
velopment of people’s livelihoods.

The full report of the 2014 
Myanmar Population and Hous-
ing Census, Regional and State 
Reports, reports relating to jobs 
and business, Population and 
Housing Reports, Employment 
Statistics, reports on religious 
survey, and other specific sta-
tistic reports can be viewed at 
the website of the Department 
of Population: www.dop.gov.mm .  
—Myanmar News Agency 

Afterwards an explanation 
was given on the ongoing inves-
tigation into terrorist training 
said to have been conducted 
in the Mayu Mountains in the 

Buthidaung-Maungtaw area. 
This was followed by a ques-

tion and answer session with 
reporters in attendance. —My-
anmar News Agency 

Vice President U Myint Swe shakes hands with German Ambassador 
Mr. Christian Lortsch in Nay Pyi Taw.  Photo: MNA

Director-General U Zaw Htay speaks to journalists in the  Presidential 
House in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.  Photo: MNA

Only 51 per cent of females between the ages of 15 to 64 are in the labour 
force in Myanmar.  Photo: MNA
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Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and 
contributions. If you have any comments 
or would like to submit editorials, 
analyses or reports please email  
ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com 
with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only 
able to publish “Letter to the Editor” 
that do not exceed 500 words. Should 
you submit a text longer than 500 words 
please be aware that your letter will be 
edited.

Cargo vessel measurements investigated at Yangon Port
Myanma Port Authority (MPA) 
is investigating new standards 
for cargo vessel sizes at the 
Yangon Port, according to a 

report in the Myawady Daily 
yesterday.

MPA is surveying the depth 
of vessels on the Yangon River 

to determine safe drafts and 
lengths for cargo vessels to 
berth at the port.

Currently, the largest cargo 

vessels permitted at Yangon 
Port are 167-meter length over-
all, 15,000 dead weight tonnage 
and 9-meter draft.—200 

New cancer ward in Yangon General Hospital
Construction of a new five-sto-
rey cancer ward in Yangon Gen-
eral Hospital will be completed 
at the end of October, according 
to a report in the Myawady Dai-
ly yesterday. 

The new cancer ward is 
being constructed to accom-
modate the increased number 

of the cancer patients. In Myan-
mar, liver cancer, lungs cancer, 
breast cancer, colon and rec-
tal cancer and, uterine cancer 
most commonly occur. 

“There are many cancer 
patients who come and re-
ceive radiation therapy treat-
ment in the cancer ward at 

the Yangon General Hospital. 
The new building is built to ac-
commodate the huge number 
of patients. Also, the mortality 
rate of cancer patients has in-
creased because some of the 
patients are turning to quick-fix 
remedies rather than receive 
proper medical treatment in 

time,” said Dr.  Khin Theingi 
Myint from the Yangon General 
Hospital. 

The Yangon General Hospi-
tal provided treatment to about 
9,209 cancer patients in 2015 
whereas 8,920 patients in 2016 
and 2,653 patient as of April in 
2017.— GNLM 

Tender to be invited to build pedestrian overpasses in Yangon

Yangon City Development Com-
mittee (YCDC) will invite ten-
ders to construct the pedestrian 
overpasses in Yangon this fis-
cal, according to a report in the 
Myawady Daily yesterday.

Previously, the overpasses 
were constructed in the crowded 
areas in Yangon. This year, Hlut-
taw representatives will submit a 
proposal to construct pedestrian 
overpasses in Yangon. During 

the previous years, the over-
pass bridges were construct-
ed by the YCDC. But starting 
from this year, the bridges will 
be constructed by the private 
entrepreneurs. The YCDC has 
alreadysubmitted a proposal to 
Yangon Rgion government to 
build the overpass bridges near 
the Sanpya market in Thingang-
yun Township last year. 

Moreover, YCDC has also 

submitted to the Yangon region 
government to grant sanction 
to build an overpass bridge at a 
crowded area in Dawbon Town-
ship next year. 

YCDC has constructed the 
following overpass bridges in 
Yangon Region: two convex rec-
tangular pedestrian overpass-
es bridges in Thengyi market; 
two pedestrian overpasses in 
Sule; one pedestrian overpass 

in Bogyoke road, one pedestri-
an overpass in Pansodan road, 
one pedestrian overpass in Ba-
sic Education High School (1) 
Dagon, one pedestrian overpass 
between Zoological garden and 
Kandawgyi garden, one pedestri-
an overpass in Kaba Aye Pagoda 
road, one pedestrian overpass in 
Bahan-3rd  street, one overpass 
in Morton road and one overpass 
in Hledan road.— GNLM 

A cargo vessel moors at the 
banks of the Hlaing River 
in Yangon. photo: phoe 
khwAr

Housing exhibition to be held in Yangon
A housing exhibition will be 
hosted by imyanmarhouse.com 
at Myanmar Culture Valley near 
Shwe Dagon Pagoda’s western 
entrance on 24-25 June, accord-
ing to a report in the Myawady 
Daily newspaper.

The price of homes includ-

ed at the exhibition will range 
between Ks 10 million and Ks 
100 million and include homes 
from across the nation.  

Condominiums from Ahl-
on, Sanchaung, Kamayut, 
Thakata, Dawbon, Pazu-
ndaung, South Okkapala, North 

Okkapala, Tamway, Thingang-
yun, Insein, Mayangone, Min-
gala Taungnyunt and South 
Dagon townships will be ex-
hibited. Some of the apartment 
buildings have already been 
constructed while some have 
yet to be completed.  

Home purchases will re-
quire a 30 per cent down pay-
ment,  and monthly payments 
of Ks 500,000 per month for the 
duration of the payment period, 
said U Nay Min Thu, the man-
aging director from imyanmar-
house.com.— 200 
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Rice bran oil mills with a pro-
duction capacity of 100 tons 
a day are planned to be built 
by the Myanmar Agribusiness 
Public corporation (MAPcO) 
simultaneously in Kyaiklat, 
Myaungmya and Yangon this 
fiscal year 2017-2018, accord-
ing to Tuesday’s edition of the 
Myawady newspaper. 

Rice bran oil produced 
from these mills will be export-
ed to Japan, which will assist in 
construction management and 
techniques. MAPcO signed a 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing with Japan in May. 

“in the rice production 
process, the volume of wast-
age is high. Therefore, we are 

drawing up a plan to transform 
by-products into value-added 
products such as bran oil, ver-
micelli and rice noodle.

MAPcO is attempting to 
generate electricity by setting 
up a paddy husk power plant”, 
said a responsible person 
from MAPcO to Myawady.— 
GNLM 

Dr Than Myint, Union Minister 
for commerce and chairman 
of the Motor Vehicle importing 
Supervisory committee, attend-
ed the motor vehicle importing 
supervisory committee meeting 
3/2017 at the Ministry of com-
merce in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday 
afternoon.

“We have already allowed 
the import of 587,402 vehicles 

as of May this year. And we also 
formed the inspection teams to 
check automobile sale centres 
and showrooms to see if they 
obey the prescribed procedures 
and we will take action legally. 
We should reduce the importing 
of vehicles and encourage man-
ufacturing of vehicles at home. 
We have been able to facilitate 
import of vehicles, registration 

of vehicles and imposition of 
taxes with the cooperation of 
respective departments under 
the motor vehicle importing su-
pervisory committee,” said Dr 
Than Myint. During the meet-
ing, the permanent secretaries 
and the directors-general from 
the Ministries concerned dis-
cussed matters relating to their 
respective sectors.—MNA  

Nearly 600,000 vehicles 
permitted for import

Yangon’s traffic may become more congested after more vehicles are imported. Photo: GNLM/Phoe 
Khwar

A paddy field plot in Shwebo Township, Sagaing Region. Photo: 
GNLM/Phoe Khwar

cOMMeRciAL tax stamps will 
be affixed to gold purchase re-
ceipts beginning in July to re-
flect a new levy imposed upon 
gold purchases this month, an 
internal Revenue Department 
official told Myawady Daily  
newspaper  yesterday. 

The internal Revenue 

Department started to impose 
commercial tax stamps on gold 
purchase in Yangon and Man-
dalay on 1st June. Gold and jew-
elry shops are collecting the 
tax and affixing tax stamps on 
behalf of the internal Revenue 
Department.  According to the 
2017 Tax Law, a one per cent 

of tax is to be levied on gold 
buyers. Platinum and pure gold 
are to pay five per cent.

Gold industry workers have 
complained that the 5 per cent 
tax on pure gold is so high that 
only the rich can afford to pay 
and will fundamentally change 
the gold market.—GNLM 

New stamps as gold tax goes national
cORN prices in Shan State are 
higher than last week due to 
high demand from local feed 
production factories, according 
to a Taunggyi commodity depot 
report yesterday in Myawady 
Daily. 

New corn crops are usually 
harvested in October, except for 
irrigated crops which enter the 
market in August, a merchant 

told Myawady newspaper. 
A pound of corn sold for 

Ks97 compared to Ks177 this 
week.  Demand and supply for 
feed companies is increasing. 
Around 35,000 to 40,000 tons of 
corn is in stock in southern Shan 
State. About 1,000 tons of corns 
were exported to china a day 
through Mandalay market.—
GNLM 

By Soe Win (MLA)

THe System of Rice intensifica-
tion (SRi) method, a low water, 
labour intensive planting method 
using young singly space seed-
lings and hand tools, will be 
introduced in Shwebo District, 
Sagaing to grow Shwebo Pawsan 
premium rice strains by United 
Nilar Agribusiness co. Ltd. and 
the Sagaing Region Agricultural 
Department.

The SRi method is designed 
to reduce reliance on pesticides 
and to increase yields by keeping 
fields continuously saturated to 
promote aerobic soil organisms, 
by optimally spacing plants to 
maximize light exposure and 
by transplanting seedlings by 
hand when they are less than 
two weeks old and have only 
shallow roots to reduce shock 
to the plants.

To cultivate the Shwebo 
Pawsan in Sagaing Region, the 
Agricultural department and the 
United Nilar Agribusiness will 
apply SRi to 20 acres of paddy 
fields in Shwebo Township, 10 
acres in Tabayin Township, 10 
acres in Ye-U Township and 
10 acres in Wetlet Township. 
The United Nilar Agribusiness 

will provide pesticides worth 
Ks300,000 free of charge to lo-
cal farmers.

U Myint Kyi, an agricultural 
consultant from United Nilar Ag-
ribusiness, said that rice farm-
ers used to apply pesticides to 
reduce insect infestation but 
since international markets of-
ten balk at use of toxic chemicals 
on edible crops farmers will now 
experiment with SRi.

“Local farmers will also see 
the effect of growing paddy with 
SRi when compared with oth-
er paddy fields,” U Myint Kyi 
said. “The pesticides can control 
the insects. Paddy yields also 
increase when using SRi. The 
local farmers agree to grow the 
monsoon paddy with SRi be-
cause they have already seen 
the effect of the summer paddy. 
Our company will help the local 
farmers starting from sowing 
the seeds till harvest.”

U Myint Kyi said that farm-
ers will have a choice between 
using more pesticides or reduc-
ing their use in favour of SRi 
methods. Local farmers cultivat-
ed 2.50 acres of summer paddy 
using the fertilizer and pesticides 
in March at the Zeegone village, 
Shwebo Township. 

Shwebo Pawsan to be 
cultivated with SRi in mid July

Local feed production demand 
increases corn prices

Rice bran oil mills planned 
to be built this FY



6 The yangon 22 june 2017
The Global New liGhT of MyaNMar

By Hsu Hnin Lei
(The Mirror)

Sufficient and stable elec-
tricity can lead to building of 
underground city, according to 
Yangon Mayor u Maung Maung 
Soe. Yangon Region chief Minis-
ter u Phyo Min thein also said 
that there has been a plan since 
assuming of Yangon Region gov-
ernment to build Yangon to be a 
livable green city which is livable. 

The most livable city in the 
country

Some mocked these two 
persons who are the most re-
sponsible persons for Yangon, 
an economic hub and also the 
door to the outside world, criti-
cizing it is impossible, it is just 
building castle in the air and 
the two are boasting. But some 
showed their opinion from the 
positive point of view saying that 
dreams will become the start of 
reality, and some pointed out that 
the most livable city will come 
to take shape just through long 
term plans.

Although the government 
puts all its energy into develop-
ment of all other regions and 
states, most of the people want 
to live in Yangon where there are 
many opportunities. As a result, 
the city is crowed and there also 
arise such urban challenges as 

power and water supply, sewage 
system, waste disposal method, 
fire safety, smooth commuting 
system, public housing and 
parking lots. therefore urban 
experts pointed out that without 
long term and proper plan there 
will not be a livable city of inter-
national standard.

Yangon urban planning
the main point is that wheth-

er these plans can be realized 
or not. Yangon urban planning 
has been made in the succes-
sive government and under the 
military rule, there also was 30-
year plan. urban planning team 
from Malaysia met Yangon city 
Development committee and 
they made urban planning. the 
previous government also tried 
to make Yangon urban planning 
together with Japan internation-
al cooperation Agency - JicA.

experts pointed out that 
there were many weaknesses 
in implementing such urban pro-
jects although there were many 
urban planning. in drawing ur-
ban planning, there are plans 
for the respective zones catego-
rized them as zones where there 
should not build high-rise build-
ing, zones for greening and zones 
for heritage buildings which are 
to be preserved. Although there 
were many such good plans, 
there are many buildings which 

are not up to par in Yangon.
During the last five years, 

urban planning was made to-
gether with JicA but the over-
pass project in Yangon was not 
included in the plan and thus the 
urban plan was drawn again and 
handed it over to the incumbent 
government. 

Visit to Europe
As there are many infra-

structural needs such as suffi-
cient power supply in implement-
ing urban plans, responsible 
persons of region government 
and local experts paid visits to 
developed countries in Asia and 
european countries at their in-
vitations with the aim of building 
Yangon to become a livable city. 

But, the current needs of 

preventing water overflow in 
the rainy season and supplying 
enough power supply are far 
more important than building 
a city of international standard. 
to realize this, the government is 
paying serious attention to sup-
ply enough power, said regional 
minister Daw nilar Kyaw.

Yangon Region consumes 
half of the electricity production 
of the whole country account-
ing 1500 megawatts and there 
are thousands of villages where 
power is not available. 

Power needs and production
the power needs in Yangon 

Region increases 20 per cent 
every year and the production 
of four power plants in the region 
is less than 1000 megawatts. 

According to the statistics of 
yearly increase in power needs, 
Yangon needs 295 megawatts 
in 2017-2018. According to the 
minister establishing of special 
economic zones and urban future 
plans will need more budgets. 

She pointed out that it is 
important to prevent electric 
power transmission and distri-
bution losses and the preventive 
measures are to be taken simul-
taneously carried out production, 
transmission and distribution. 

enough and stable power 
supply will surely prevent floods 
because by building water ponds 

overflow water can be pumped 
out to dispose into rivers and 
creeks. 

the mayor’s remark on 
building underground city is not 
a daydream but to implement it, 
power supply plays an important 
role and his intention is to try to 
get enough power supply then to 
create desired plan.

300 megawatts
currently, World Bank 

granted uSD 100 million loans 
to prevent inundation in Yangon. 
According to Daw nilar Kyaw, 
arrangements are being made to 
supply 300 megawatts to Yangon. 

in addition to these efforts 
Yangon circular trains services 
will be enhanced this year apart 
from transforming the public 
commuting system into YBS 
system. 

Over 2000 new YBS buses 
have arrived in Yangon and plans 
are to be made to use card sys-
tem. 

it is not impossible if Yan-
gon is free from flood and enjoys 
enough power supply to imple-
ment future Yangon urban plans, 
said an urban expert who is also a 
member of Myanmar engineer-
ing council.

to make our dream come 
true, people’s participation is of 
utmost importance.   (Trans-
lated by Wallace)

City of dream—Yangon

 PhoTo: GNLM /PhoE Khwar

It is not 
impossible if 

Yangon is free 
from flood and 
enjoys enough 

power supply to 
implement future 

Yangon urban 
plans
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By Zaw Gyi

Spending USD 100 million out of 
the 125 million to be granted by 
World Bank, drainage systems in 
the city will be upgraded in the 
coming open season, according 
to Yangon Region government.

Yangon City Development 
Committee has been trying 
steadfastly to clear drains in the 
city and after the new govern-
ment has taken office, Ks one 
billion was paid to the private 
sector to clear the drains. But, 
the existing drains cannot bear 
the loads of heavy rains, said 
Yangon Region Chief Minister 
U Phyo Min Thein. 

Yangon was built in the colo-
nial era and increase in the pop-
ulation, water consuming and 
climate change are the causes 
of inundating which could not 
abate immediately in the rainy 
season, he said. The chief min-
ister noted that Yangon is not 
the only city to face such situ-
ation, and many other cities in 
the world are also facing similar 
situation resulted from climate 
change. 

Sidewalks are to be upgrad-
ed and the bus stops there are 
also built to meet international 
standard and without building 
the drains, sidewalks and bus 
stops simultaneously, there may 
be wastage, he said. There also 
is a plan to pump the water out 
from the drains if necessary.

U Min Min Soe who lives in 
Tamway Township expressed 
his experience of recent inun-
dation saying that inundation is 
common in every rainy season; 

that pedestrians dare not to walk 
on the pavement as there is no 
cover in some area. 

Yangon mayor U Maung 
Maung Soe said that drains were 
cleared last year and Yangon did 
not experience inundation, and 
less rain in that year is another 
reason for not having the floods.  
But this year Yangon got four 
inches of rains in two hours and 
this caused inundation but the 
water receded after 90 minutes. 

As Yangon is situated be-
tween Yangon River and Nga-
moeyeik Creek, preventive 
measures against floods have 
been carried out along the two 
water bodies. It achieved good 
results because flooding along 
Ngamoeyeik Creek could be 
prevented. 

Altogether 1806 roadside 
drains with the length of 672,195 
feet were cleared in one year 
period and expansion of cul-
verts, building new ones, and 
constructing brick drains are 
the proof of the performance of 
Yangon Region government in 
one year period.

Moreover, man and ma-
chine powers were used to clear 
drains and creeks in South Ok-
kalapa, North Okkalapa, Dagon 
Myothit (North), Dagon Myothit 
(East), Dagon Myothit (South), 
Dagon Myothit (Seikkan), Ahlon, 
Kyimyindaing, Bahan, Yankin, 
Tamway, Mingala Taungnyunt, 
Bothtaung, Thakayta, Dawbon, 
Kamayut, Hline, Mayangon, In-
sein, Hlinethaya and Shwepyi-
tha townships last year and the 
works are continued this year.  
(Translate by Wallace)

By Yee Yee Myint &
Ohnmar Thant
U Khin Maung Win, Pazu-
ndaung Township Region Hlut-
taw Representative, exposed 
that at the end of this month, 
Yangonites will see day and 
night bazaar on 52nd Street in 
the township.

While explaining about the 
aim of the opening of the bazaar, 
he said, “to be able to avoid an-
noyance given by hawkers, and 
to ease traffic jams, day and night 
bazaars will be built on a vacant 

plot on 52nd Street. We wish the 
hawkers to be decent ones who 
are registered at Yangon City De-
velopment Committee. This plan 
will surely bring convenience to 
the ward-dwellers. With the per-
mission granted by the mayor, 
YCDC fund was spent on laying 
roads, lighting, building drains 
and public toilets. Not to cause 
annoyance to the ward-dwellers, 
fences were erected and blade 
wires set up. Such measures 
ensured security of the both the 
bazaar and the people.” 

The parliamentarian also 
said, “In the morning meat and 
fish shops, and vegetable stalls 
will be opened and fast food will 
also be available. In the evening, 
food stalls will be opened. Those 
want to sell such items shall 
have to draw lots for the space 
of eight feet by eight feet and it 
will be granted free of charge 
to the winners for morning and 
night bazaar. This plan is made 
in cooperation with YCDC. As a 
systematic arrangement identity 
cards will be issued. We want 

those who really sell the good win 
the lots. Sellers in the morning 
have to pay for water and sani-
tation tax and the night sellers, 
these taxes plus electricity bills. 
If similar measures will be taken 
in every township, hawkers will 
disappear.”

According to U Myint Myat 
Thu, in-charge of office of the 
Pazundaung Township Hluttaw 
Representative, this plan to open 
bazaar in the street has been 
realized through discussions 
among Hluttaw representatives 

and with the permission of the 
mayor it has been implement-
ed. Monthinga seller Ma Khin 
Myo Wai expressed her opinion 
saying that vendors are waiting 
for the opening of the bazaar 
because it is better to sell in 
morning and night bazaar, but 
the space of just eight feet is too 
narrow especially while people 
are crowded.

It is planned that 92 shops 
are earmarked for morning ba-
zaar and 112 for the night time. 

 (Translate by Wallace)

Yangon Region government’s 
efforts to prevent floods

Night bazaar in Pazundaung

YCDC workers cleaning garbage systematically in front of the buildings. Photo: Phe Zaw

A YCDC official inspects a working site in Yangon. Photo: Phe Zaw
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Educational reform a matter that requires urgent attention

Lethal heatwaves will menace most of us by 2100

Tha Sein

Myanmar’s education sys-
tem which has been described as 
world-leading in the past witnessed a 
shift from quality to quantity after the 
1988 unrest, an unprecedented event 
which brought about a huge backlog 
of students. This called for an educa-
tion system which ensures students 
to study the area of their expertise 
and encourages them to think rather 
than rote learning. Frankly speaking, 
the erosion of Myanmar’s once-pres-
tigious education system began in 
1964, when English was abandoned as 
a core subject.

The incumbent government 
has put education at the heart of its 
reform agenda, channeling more 

money into the sector in order to 
make it more inclusive. To this end, 
the government is trying its utmost 
to cooperate with its international 
counterparts and at the same time 
encourage the private sector which 
provides the skills students require 
to survive in a fast-changing world. 
But due to budgetary limitations, the 
standard of instruction, particular-
ly for the English language, is still 
lower with inadequate resources and 
institutions.

To be fair, students chose their 
university to advance their career 
opportunities and financial rewards. 
Because Myanmar graduates face 
tougher competition from their inter-
national counterparts as the country 
has become part of the ASEAN Eco-

nomic Community which liberalizes 
professional services. Besides, some 
students believe certificates from 
international universities will gain 
better recognition from employees 
than those from domestic universities 
whereas some parents want their off-
spring to flourish in an international 
environment with multilingual skills.

At a time when international 
universities are seeking cooperation 
with their best-known or well-organ-
ized counterparts, Myanmar should 
try to attract prestigious international 
universities that have adequate pro-
grammes, which is a factor taken into 
consideration for the world ranking of 
educational institutions. Meanwhile, 
curricula from which students can 
gain knowledge of men and respect 

for their fellowmen and themselves 
should be adopted.

The education imparted at 
universities was not such as to be 
conducive to the advancement in life 
of many people, except those intend-
ed for further studies abroad. That is 
why the education system should be 
reformed and upgraded so that Myan-
mar students can stay competitive in 
the new global environment. 

As education is very important for 
building a democratic federal union, 
multi-faceted changes are to be made 
in the education system to be in ac-
cordance with international standards.  
With this, students will be able to pur-
sue one particular area of expertise. 
So, education reform is a matter that 
requires urgent attention. 

Tim Radford

LONDON, 19 June, 2017 – 
By 2100, if nations continue to 
burn fossil fuels at the current 
rates, three out of four people 
will be at risk from lethal 
heatwaves. 

And even if the govern-
ments of the world act on 
promises they made in 2015 
and drastically reduce green-
house gas emissions, almost 
one in two could face the risk 
of sickness and death by intol-
erable heat.

That is because, as the 
temperatures rise, heat and 
humidity begin to challenge 
human physiology. Humans 
are adapted to body tem-
peratures of around 37°C. If 
humidity – the levels of water 
vapour in the air – go up with 
the thermometer, then people 
caught in a zone of extreme 
heat cannot adjust body tem-
peratures by perspiration.

And with every 1°C rise 
in temperatures, the capacity 
of the air to hold moisture 
goes up by 7%. People with no 
access to air conditioning or 
a cool breeze become at high 
risk.

“We are running out of 
choices for the future … For 
heatwaves, our options are 
now between bad or terrible”

It happened in Europe 
in 2003, when an estimated 
70,000 died. A heatwave in 
Moscow in 2010 killed around 
10,000. And researchers 
warned years ago that under 
global warming predictions, 
more such extremes of heat 
would become inevitable by 
2020.

“We are running out of 
choices for the future,” said 
Camilo Mora, a geographer 
at the University of Hawaii at 
Manoa, who led the study.

“For heatwaves, our 

options are now between 
bad or terrible. Many people 
around the world are already 
paying the ultimate price of 
heatwaves, and while models 
suggest that this is likely to 
continue, it could be much 
worse if emissions are not 
considerably reduced. 

“The human body can 
only function within a narrow 
range of core body tempera-
tures around 37°C. Heatwaves 
pose a considerable risk to hu-
man life because hot weather, 
aggravated with high humid-

ity, can raise body tempera-
ture, leading to life-threaten-
ing conditions.”

Dr Mora and colleagues 
warned years ago that by 2016 
climate would change inexo-
rably in at least some regions 
of the globe. More recently 
he and colleagues calculated 
that the relentless increase 
in carbon dioxide levels in the 
atmosphere could limit the 
growing season and pose a 
threat to world food security. 
History has yet to deliver a 
verdict on either prediction.

Uninhabitable

But the warning about 
heatwaves starts from facts 
already available. One scien-
tific group has calculated the 
humidity and temperature 
hazards and predicted that at 
least one climate zone  – the 
Gulf between Iran and the 
Arabian Peninsula – could 
become murderously hot by the 
century’s end. 

A second study of heat-
waves over recent decades in 
India has established a link be-
tween extremes of heat, climate 
change and mass death.

Dr Mora and colleagues 
in the US and Britain report in 
Nature Climate Change that 
they found evidence on a global 
scale. They began with 30,000 
relevant publications and iden-
tified 911 scientific papers with 
data on 1,949 case studies of 
cities or regions where deaths 
were associated with high tem-
peratures.

From this mass of infor-
mation they found 783 lethal 
heatwaves in 164 cities across 
36 countries, with most cases 
recorded in developed coun-
tries at mid-latitudes since 
1980: in cities such as New York, 
Washington, Los Angeles, Chi-
cago, Toronto, London, Beijing, 
Tokyo, Sydney and São Paulo.

See page 10

Without drastic action to cut greenhouse gas emissions, potentially lethal heatwaves will threaten most people by the century’s end.

People cool themselves down under the artificial waterfall in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: Aye Min Soe
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During the first day of 

the clearance operation, 
they found two home-
made weapons, one 9mm 
bullet, five huts, two packs 
of gunpowder, five bags of 
rice, one bag of onions, one 
bag of potatoes, 20 wood-
en weapons, five chopping 
hoes, five dustpans, three 
pickaxes, two coils of wire 
with a length of 400 feet 
and 20 feet, respective-
ly, one pair of binoculars, 
six blankets, 45 shirts, 45 
longyis, 20 articles of cloth-
ing for women and 20 black 
ski masks.

The man who attacked 
security forces with a ma-
chete on Tuesday was de-
scribed as about 35 years of 
age. The attack occurred in 
the tunnel which is five feet 
wide, four feet high and 80 
feet long.

He was killed instantly 
as a member of the security 
force fought back.

Another masked man 
armed with a machete died 
after fighting with security 
forces during an area clear-
ance operation in the tunnel 
the next day. A third man 
was killed on the same day 
after a member of the se-
curity force inadvertently 
stepped on his head, caus-
ing a struggle that ended in 
his death. The masked man 
armed with a machete had 
attempted to hide at the end 
of the tunnel by covering 
himself under a layer of soil. 
After he was discovered, the 
man attacked the security 
force member with the ma-
chete, and was fatally shot 
in self defence.

Also on the second day 
of the clearance operation, 
security forces discovered 
100 bags of gram and five 
containers of cooking oil.

In the afternoon of 
January 4, 2017 4 persons 
including Gumushoo aged 
19 who attended the ter-
rorist training, were seized 
together with 13 pieces of 
local-made guns & related 
items at Maunggyitaung 
village, with Maulawi Adu-
larmein, trainee from the 

Terrorist training camps, guns 
uncovered in Mayu Mountains

terrorist training caught 
with 4 dwelling huts and 
other commodities, in the 
evening of March 7 in the 
gorges near Tinn May vil-
lage. 

On 4th  May a bomb 
burst out near the grove 
west of Theni village in 
Buthidaung township, 
killing 2 persons including 
Noarlaung aged 25 residing 
in the village of Sargaing 
village, together with ex-
plosives used in making 
weapons and commodities. 

 In the morning of May 
26, 3 hand-made guns and 
bullets and one voucher 
showing salaries had been 
disbursed out to 20 people 
were seized in the yard of 
Marmed Shawphi at the 
village of Tharwunchaung 
in Maungtaw township. 

At the night of May 29, 
masked Aduraman aged 27 
and other living in Thayay 
Konetan village (west) who 
completed terrorist train-
ing who hid nearby Leyink-
win village and Leyinkwin 
creek. Under the investiga-
tion, they confessed that 12 
religious extremists includ-
ing the leader conspired to 
kill leader of 100-household 
and 10-house hold leaders, 

conducting military train-
ing at the fellow villager 
Jordy Husaung’s house. 
And they conducted train-
ing for 5 months to village 
cadre youths, giving out Ks 
200,000 each for a person. 
Foreign countries sub-
sidized monetary aids to 
trainer Herbat Martawlar. 

In the evening of May 
31, 40 talking machines 
and related items were 
captured at one house 
in the village of Chaung-
kalar (north), with Kardil 
Husaung aged 30 living in 
Kyaukhlapyin village who 
completed terrorist train-
ing on Thaykan village, 
Buthidaung township cap-
tured and investigated. 

The arrested Kardil 
Husaung admitted that he 
took part in robbing Dimar-
mauk, chairman of Letwe 
Dekpyinshay village in De-
cember, 2012, having done 
7 year-imprisonment. He 
was released on 2nd Octo-
ber 2016 from Buthidaung 
penitentiary. Altogether, 
nearly 100 people including 
him and 4 others attended 
the terrorist training at the 
site on the western part of 
May Yu hillock from April 
2 to May 14 2017. Under 

the leadership of Mawla-
wi Ilias residing in Handet 
village of Maungtaw town-
ship, trainees were given 
martial arts Karate and 
training on the use of light 
weapons, from 6 am to 9 am 
and 3 pm to 5 pm. So as to 
ensure keeping the matter 
of training secret, they had 
to swear by holding the holy 
Quran. Mawlawi Ilias told 
them to activate in the jun-
gle and said that we would 
be sent to Bangladesh to 
attend advanced trainings. 
Ilias and 4 others asked for 
permission to return home 
where their families live, 
being told by the leaders to 
recruit more villagers and 
to bring back 50,000 kyats 
each when they came back 
from their houses. They 
organized villagers to join 
them, collecting no one of 
conscript soldiers and be-
ing arrested. 

On the tip of the in-
formation, security forces 
made a surprise raid at the 
village of Kyungaung at 1 
am or so, on June 20, ar-
resting Mawlawi Jirabhu-
man, in-charge of finance 
of Arakan Rohingya Sal-
vation Army-ARSA at his 
residence and investigation 
is under way. According 
to him, it was learnt that 
October attack, 2016 was 
carried out by Aqua Mul 
Mujahidan—AMM.

Besides, there is an-
other group named Ro-
hingya National Security 
Committee—RNSA.  Com-
bined the two groups into 
one, it became ARSA (Ar-
akan Rohingya Salvation 
Army on 15th March 2017. 
In-charge of military affairs 
of the newly formed group 
is Harvit Dulhar from Aqua 
Mul Mujahidin AMM, it was 
learnt. 

With a view to control 
and influence Maungtaw 
area by uses of terrorist, 34 
innocent people including 
village elders and a librar-
ian were killed in various 
ways, with 22 others ab-
ducted.—State Counsel-
lor’s Office Information 
Committee  The red dot shows the spot where the camp was discovered.

Makeshift huts used for living in.

Guns and wooden sticks found in the tunnel.

Four men suspected of running a previous training camp.

Wooden guns used for practise were found in the tunnel.

Black ski masks found in the tunnel.
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Lethal heatwaves will menace most of us by 2100

from page 8

Risk mapped
From this data, they found 

a common threshold at which 
temperatures and humidi-
ties became lethal: that is, as 
relative humidity climbed, even 
lower temperatures could kill. 
And then they devised a world 
map of those cities and regions 
most at risk. 

Right now, one human in 
three lives in a climate zone in 
which death by extreme heat is 

or could be possible. The area 
in which such conditions are 
liable to happen on at least 20 
days a year is predicted to grow. 

By 2100 New York could 
have around 50 days in which 
conditions could be potentially 
lethal. In Sydney, Australia the 
number of such deadly days 
could be 20, for Los Angeles 30. 

For Orlando, Florida and 
for Houston, Texas the entire 
summer could exceed the 
thresholds at which people 
have been known to die.

“People are talking about 

the future when it comes down 
to climate change, but what we 
found from this paper is that 
this is already happening. In 
fact since 1980 we found close 
to 2,000 cases of these places 
and cities when people died 
from this, and this is obviously 
going to get a lot worse,” Dr 
Mora said.

US walk-out
Notoriously, President 

Trump has announced that he 
will withdraw the US from the 
Paris Agreement of 2015 to con-

tain average global warming to 
well below 2°C by the century’s 
end. The implication of the 
Hawaiian research is that if 
nations act in a concerted way 
to reduce fossil fuel emissions, 
an estimated 48% of the human 
population could be at risk of 
summer extremes. And if they 
do not, this hazard rises to 74%.

“Climate change has put 
humanity on a path that will 
become increasingly dangerous 
and difficult to reverse if green-
house gas emissions are not 
taken much more seriously,” Dr 

Mora said. 
“Action like the withdrawal 

from the Paris Agreement is 
a step in the wrong direction 
that will inevitably delay fixing a 
problem for which there is sim-
ply no time to waste.”—Climate 
News Network 

(Tim Radford, a founding 
editor of Climate News Net-
work, worked for The Guardi-
an for 32 years, for most of that 
time as science editor. He has 
been covering climate change 
since 1988.)

The dead body of an Irrawaddy 
dolphin was found on the bank 
of the Ayeyawady river on 21 
June, according to an official of 
Madaya Township’s Department 
of Fishery.

“We received information 
that one Irrawaddy dolphin was 
found dead near the Thonesepe 
village in Madaya Township in 
Mandalay Region. The cause of 
the death may be due to old age 
and it is assumed to have died 
on 19 June” said an official from 
the township’s Department of 
Fishery.

“No injuries were found on 
the body of the dolphin, but a 
fish was found in his stomach 
when we cut it open. Officials of 
Madaya Township Department 
of Fishery, officials of Irrawaddy 
dolphin conservation and offi-
cials of Wildlife Conservation 
Society (WCS) Myanmar pro-
gramme assumed that the died 
of old age” said U Thant Zin, 
an official of Irrawaddy dolphin 

CHAIRMAN of the Union 
Civil Service Board Dr Win 
Thein donated Ks 3million 
to the families of the crews, 
military personnel and fami-
lies onboard the crashed Y-8 
Tatmadaw transport plane 
through the Ministry of De-
fence yesterday.

Similarly, chairman of the 
Union of Myanmar Travel As-
sociation U Thet Lwin Toe also 
presented Ks 2million for the 
victims of plane crash.

Union Minister for De-
fence Lt-Gen Sein Win accept-
ed the cash.—Myanmar News 
Agency 

Cash donated to families 
of victims of plane crash

An Irrawaddy dolphin found 
dead on Ayeyawady bank

conservation from the Wildlife 
Conservation Society (WCS). 

The dead Irrawaddy dolphin 
is male, 6ft 3 inches long and 41 
inches wide with the tail meas-
uring 21 inches. The officials 
assumed that the dolphin may 
have been nearly 30 years old. 

The dead body of the dolphin 
was studied together by officials 
of Madaya Township Depart-
ment of Fishery, officials of Ir-
rawaddy dolphin conservation 
and officials of Wildlife Conser-
vation Society (WCS) and local 
residents.—Nyi Too 

Union Minister Lt-Gen Sein Win accepts cash donation from U Thet 
Lwin Toe for plane crash victims; families. Photo: MNA

The dolphin was thought to have died of old age and was found three 
days after its assumed death on 19 June. Photo: Nyi too
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Iraqi forces advance on Mosul mosque where IS declared caliphate
MOSUL — US-backed Iraqi 
forces on Wednesday began 
a push towards the mosque 
in Mosul where Islamic State 
declared a self-styled caliphate 
three years ago, military offi-
cials said.

The forces had encircled 
the jihadist group’s stronghold 
in the Old City of Mosul, where 
the mosque is located, on Tues-
day, they said.

The Counter Terrorism 
Service (CTS) are 200 to 300 
were metres (yards) away 
from the medieval Grand al-
Nuri Mosque, an Iraqi military 
statement said.

Major General Rupert 
Jones, the British deputy com-
mander of the international co-
alition fighting Islamic State, 
told Reuters the Iraqi forces 
were about 300 metres from 
the mosque.

The US-led coalition is pro-
viding air and ground support to 
the Mosul offensive that started 
on 17 October.

The militants’ leader, Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi, proclaimed 
himself caliph from its pulpit af-
ter the insurgents overran parts 
of Iraq and Syria. His black flag 
has been flying over its famous 
leaning minaret since June 2014.

Iraqi officials have private-
ly expressed the hope that the 
mosque could be captured by 

Eid al-Fitr, the festival marking 
the end of Ramadan, the Muslim 
fasting month. The first day of 
the Eid falls this year on 25 or 
26  June in Iraq.

The battle for the Old City 
is becoming the deadliest in the 
eight-month-old offensive to 
capture Mosul, Islamic State’s 
de facto capital in Iraq.

More than 100,000 civilians, 
of whom half are children, are 
trapped in its old fragile houses 
with little food, water, medicine, 

no electricity and limited access 
to clinics.

The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross said on 
Monday sick and wounded civil-
ians escaping through Islamic 
State lines were dying in “high 
numbers”.

“We are trying to keep fam-
ilies inside their houses and, 
after we secure their block, we 
will evacuate them through safe 
routes,” Lieutenant General Ab-
dul Ghani al-Assadi, senior CTS 

commander in Mosul, told Iraqi 
state TV. The militants are mov-
ing stealthily in the Old City’s 
maze of alleyways and narrow 
streets, through holes dug be-
tween houses, fighting back the 
advancing troops with sniper 
and mortar fire, booby traps and 
suicide bombers.

They have also covered 
many streets with sheets of 
cloth to obstruct air surveil-
lance, making it difficult for the 
advancing troops to hit them 

without a risk to civilians.
“We are attacking simul-

taneously from different fronts 
to fraction them into smaller 
groups easier to fight,” said an 
officer from the Federal Police, 
another force taking part in the 
assault on the Old City,

The Iraqi army estimates 
the number of Islamic State 
fighters at no more than 300, 
down from nearly 6,000 in the 
city when the battle of Mosul 
started on 17 October.

The fall of Mosul would, in 
effect, mark the end of the Ira-
qi half of the “caliphate” even 
though Islamic State would con-
tinue to control territory west 
and south of the city, the largest 
they came to control in both Iraq 
and Syria.

The Iraqi government in-
itially hoped to take Mosul by 
the end of 2016, but the cam-
paign took longer as militants 
reinforced positions in civilian 
areas to fight back.

The militants are also re-
treating in Syria, mainly in the 
face of a US-backed Kurdish-led 
coalition. Its capital there, 
Raqqa, is under siege.

About 850,000 people, more 
than a third of the pre-war pop-
ulation of Mosul, have fled, 
seeking refuge with relatives 
or in camps, according to aid 
groups.—Reuters 

Smoke billows from the positions of the Islamic State militants after an airstrike in western Mosul, Iraq on 19 
June, 2017. Photo: ReuteRs

Russian defence minister’s plane 
buzzed by NATO jet — agencies
MOSCOW — A plane carry-
ing Russian Defence Minister 
Sergei Shoigu was buzzed by 
a NATO F-16 fighter jet as it 
flew over the Baltic Sea, but 
was seen off by a Russian Suk-
hoi-27 military jet, Russian 
news agencies reported on 
Wednesday.

The F-16 had tried to ap-
proach the aircraft carrying 
the defence minister even 
though it was flying over 
neutral waters, agencies said. 
Shoigu was reported to be en 
route to the Russian exclave 
of Kaliningrad for a meeting 
to discuss how well Russia’s 
western flank was defended.

One of the Russian fighter 
jets escorting Shoigu’s plane 
had inserted itself between 
the defence minister’s plane 
and the NATO fighter and tilt-
ed its wings from side to side 

to show the weapons it was 
carrying, Russian agencies 
said.

After that, agencies said 
the F-16 left the area.

The Baltic Sea has be-
come an area of rising ten-
sions between Moscow and 
NATO. Earlier this month, 
Russia scrambled a fighter jet 
to intercept a nuclear-capable 
US B-52 strategic bomber it 
said was flying over the Baltic 
near its border, in an incident 
that had echoes of the Cold 
War.

The Kremlin referred 
questions about the latest in-
cident to the defence minis-
try, which did not immediately 
comment. It has said in the 
past that all Russian flights 
over the Baltic are conduct-
ed in strict accordance with 
international law.

The incident occurred a 
day after the Russian defence 
ministry said an RC-135 US 
reconnaissance plane had 
swerved dangerously in the 
proximity of a Russian fighter 
jet over the Baltic. The min-
istry said at the same time 
that another RC-135 had been 
intercepted by a Russian jet in 
the same area.

The Pentagon had a dif-
ferent version of events.

Apparently referring to 
the same episode, Pentagon 
spokesman Navy Captain Jeff 
Davis said the US aircraft “did 
nothing to provoke this be-
haviour.”

The Pentagon said the in-
tercept had been unsafe and 
accused the Russian pilot 
of flying too fast and having 
“poor control” over his SU-27 
fighter jet.—Reuters 

AMMAN — The US-led coali-
tion said on Tuesday it had shot 
down an armed “pro-Syrian 
regime” drone that had been 
bearing down on its forces near 
a garrison close to the border 
with Iraq in Syria’s southeast.

In a statement, US forces 
said the drone was fired on af-
ter it “displayed hostile intent 
and advanced on coalition forc-
es”, and a Western intelligence 
source said the so-called UAV 
(Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) was 
Iranian.

The statement said the lo-
cation was close to where anoth-
er “pro-regime” drone — which 
intelligence sources separately 
identified as Iranian — was shot 
down on 8 June  after dropping 
bombs near coalition forces.

In Syria’s complicated mul-

ti-sided conflict, Washington 
backs a coalition of rebel forces 
fighting both President Bashar 
al-Assad and Islamist militants, 
while Assad is backed by Russia, 
Iran and Shi’ite militia.

In an indirect reference to 
Iranian-backed forces that have 
been gathering in the eastern 
desert region, the coalition 
statement cited a recent es-
calation of tensions and said it 
would not “tolerate any hostile 
intent and action of pro-regime 
forces”.

The US military has repeat-
edly warned forces fighting on 
Assad’s side to stay away from 
a “deconfliction zone”, agreed 
with Russia, near a garrison 
used by US special forces and 
US-backed militia around Al 
Tanf.—Reuters 

US shoots down drone 
close to Iraqi-Syrian 
border — statement
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV KOTA HASIL VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Kota Hasil 
VoY. No ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 22.6.2017 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of H.P.t where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER 
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV SINAR BALI VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV siNaR Bali 
VoY. No ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 22.6.2017 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of M.i.P where it will lie at the consignee’s 
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S SILKAGO LOGISTICS PTE 
LTD

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV SHAMIM VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV sHaMiM 
VoY. No ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 22.6.2017 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of M.i.t.t where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S LAND & SEA LOGICTICS
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV SINAR SOLO VOY. NO ( )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV siNaR solo 
VoY. No ( ) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 22.6.2017 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of aWPt where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

Russia completes 
trials of newest 
assault rifle for 
‘soldier of the future’ 
combat gear

MOSCOW — The new-
est AK-12 assault rifle 
produced by the Kalash-
nikov small arms manu-
facturer for the Ratnik 
‘soldier of the future’ 
combat gear has passed 
all the stages of its op-
erational evaluation in 
the troops, Kalashnikov 
press office told TASS on 
Tuesday.

“It [the automatic 
rifle] has passed all the 
stages of its operational 
evaluation in troops,” the 
press office said.

The AK-12 is expect-
ed to become operation-
al in the Russian Army 
as the basic long-barrel 
firearm.

Kalashnikov Group 
Director for External 
Relations Sofiya Ivanova 
earlier told TASS that the 
operational evaluation of 
the AK-12 assault rifle for 
the Ratnik combat outfit 

will be completed in the 
Russian Army in the first 
half of this year.

The Ratnik is a sys-
tem of advanced protec-
tive and communication 
equipment, weapons and 
ammunition. It compris-
es around 40 protective 
and life support ele-
ments and allows a sol-
dier to get continuously 
updated information 
about situation in the 
combat area. In addi-
tion, the Ratnik includes 
a self-contained heater, a 
backpack, an individual 
water filter, a gas mask 
and a medical kit.

An advanced Rat-
nik-3 combat gear 
with an integral exo-
skeleton and a helmet 
visor-mounted target 
designation system is 
currently being devel-
oped for Russia’s Armed 
Forces.—Tass 

Abortive Brussels attack could have been much worse —PM
BRUSSELS —  A suitcase 
bomb packed with nails 
and gas bottles could have 
caused heavy casualties, 
Belgium’s prime minis-
ter said on Wednesday, a 
day after a soldier shot 
dead a Moroccan national 
attempting an attack on 
Brussels’ central station.

“We have avoided 
an attack that could have 
been a great deal worse,” 
Charles Michel told report-
ers after a national security 
council meeting following 
Tuesday evening’s incident, 
in which no one else was 
hurt.

However, no further 
threat was seen as immi-
nent and the public alert 
level was left unchanged.

A counter-terrorism 
prosecutor named the dead 
man only by his initials, OZ 
He was a 36-year-old Mo-
roccan citizen who lived 
in the Brussels borough 

of Molenbeek and had not 
been suspected of militant 
links. He set off his bomb 
on a crowded station con-
course below ground at 8:44 
pm. (1844 GMT).

Walking up to a group 
of passengers, prosecutor 
Eric Van Der Sypt said, “he 
grabbed his suitcase, while 
shouting and causing a par-
tial explosion. Fortunately, 
nobody was hurt.”

The suitcase, later 
found to contain nails and 
gas bottles, caught fire and 
then exploded a second 
time more violently as the 
man ran downstairs to the 
platforms.

He then ran back up to 
the concourse where com-
muters had been milling 
around and rushed toward 
a soldier shouting “Allahu 
akbar” -- God is greater, in 
Arabic. The soldier, part of 
a routine patrol, shot him 
several times. Bomb dis-

Belgian soldiers patrol inside Brussels central railway station after a suicide bomber 
was shot dead by troops in Brussels, Belgium on 21 June, 2017. Photo REUtERS

posal experts checked the 
body and found he was not 
carrying more explosives.

Police raided the 
man’s home overnight, Van 
Der Sypt said.

Molenbeek, an im-
poverished borough with 
a big Moroccan Muslim 

population just across 
Brussels’ industrial canal 
from its historic centre, 
gained notoriety after an 
Islamic State cell based 
there mounted suicide at-
tacks on Paris in November 
2015 that killed 130 people. 
Associates of that group 

attacked Brussels itself 
four months later, killing 
32 people.

Prime Minister Michel 
insisted the country, which 
has been the most fer-
tile European recruiting 
ground for Islamic State 
in Syria and Iraq, would 

not bow to threats that 
have seen combat troops 
become a permanent fix-
ture at public spaces in 
Brussels.

“We will not let our-
selves be intimidated,” 
Michel said. “We will go on 
living our lives as normal.”

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility 
and no word on how inves-
tigations are progressing 
into whether the man had 
acted alone or had help, 
and into any links to radical 
groups. The Belgian capi-
tal, home to the headquar-
ters of NATO and the Eu-
ropean Union, took a heavy 
hit to its tourist industry 
last year. Visitors and res-
idents out enjoying a hot 
summer’s evening on the 
ornate Renaissance town 
square, the Grand Place, 
close to Central Station 
were cleared quickly away 
by police.— Reuters 
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CLAIM’S DAY NOTICE
MV SINAr BATAM VOY. NO (014)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Sinar 
BataM VOY. nO (014) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 22.6.2017 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of a.W.P.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

no claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPArTMENT
MYANMA POrT AUTHOrITY

AGENT FOr: M/S INTErASIA LINES
Phone no: 2301185

OSLO — One of the biggest 
icebergs on record is like 
a “niggling tooth” about 
to snap off Antarctica and 
will be an extra hazard for 
ships around the frozen 
continent as it breaks up, 
scientists said on Wednes-
day. An area of the Larsen 
C ice shelf, about as big as 
the US state of Delaware 
or the Indonesian island of 
Bali, is connected by just 13 

km (8 miles) of ice after a 
crack has crept about 175 
kms along the sheet, with a 
new jump last month.

“It’s keeping us all 
on tenterhooks,” Andrew 
Fleming, of the British Ant-
arctic Survey, told Reuters 
of the lengthening and wid-
ening rift, adding “it feels 
like a niggling tooth” of a 
child as it comes loose. Ice 
shelves are flat-topped ar-

eas of ice floating on the 
sea at the end of glaciers. 
The Larsen C ice is about 
200 metres (656 ft) thick 
with about 20 metres jut-
ting above the water. Big 
icebergs break off Antarc-
tica naturally, meaning sci-
entists are not linking the 
rift to man-made climate 
change. The ice, however, is 
a part of the Antarctic pen-
insula that has warmed fast 

in recent decades. “There 
is no other evidence of 
change on the ice shelf. 
This could simply be a 
single calving event which 
will then be followed by re-
growth,” Adrian Luckman, 
a professor at the Universi-
ty of Swansea in Wales, told 
Reuters. His team reckons 
the ice will break off within 
months, perhaps in days or 
years.—Reuters 

Giant iceberg like “niggling tooth” set to crack off Antarctica

PARIS — Lockheed Martin 
Corp said on Wednesday 
it had won a $104 million 
US Air Force contract to 
develop, produce and field 
a threat simulator to train 
combat aircrews to recog-
nise and deal with rapidly 
evolving threats, such as 
surface-to-air missiles.

Tim Cahill, vice pres-
ident of air and missile 
defence systems for Lock-
heed, said a number of oth-
er countries had already 
expressed interest in the 
Advanced Radar Threat 
System Variant 2, and 
talks could begin soon on 
possible sales. Cahill did 
not estimate the volume of 
possible future sales, but 
potential buyers included 
all countries that plan to 
operate the stealthy F-35 
fighter jet in coming years.

“It’s a cool little pro-
gramme,” he said. “This is 
just the first tranche, but it 

Lockheed wins US Air Force deal for radar threat simulators

An aerial view of the 52nd Paris Air Show at Le Bourget Airport near Paris, France on 21 
June, 2017. Photo: ReuteRs

A view of icebergs remaining after a break-up of Wilkins 
ice shelf on the Antarctic Peninsula on 19 January, 
2009.  Photo: ReuteRs

has the potential to be a re-
ally big programme for us.”

“As the capabilities on 
the ground from potential 
threat nations get stronger 
and better and more capa-
ble ... it’s very important 
that the pilots need to train 

against a system that is ac-
tually a high-fidelity simula-
tion of what they would fly 
against in combat,” he said.

The contract calls for 
development and delivery 
of a production-ready sys-
tem and options to pro-

duce up to 20 more.
Cahil l  said the 

truck-mounted system 
would emit signals that 
simulated those of current 
and evolving advanced 
surface-to-air threats. 
—Reuters 

NeW YORk  — US pros-
ecutors have charged a 
United Nations employee 
in New York with commit-
ting visa fraud by bringing 
into the country a domes-
tic worker from Bangla-
desh and then failing to 
pay her a lawful wage.

Hamidur Rashid, a 
Bangladeshi national, was 
charged with visa fraud, 
fraud in foreign labour con-
tracting and aggravated 
identity theft in a criminal 
complaint unsealed Tues-
day in Manhattan federal 
court. He is expected to 
appear in court Tuesday 
afternoon, according to a 

spokeswoman for US pros-
ecutors.

Rashid’s lawyer 
could not immediately 
be identified. The United 
Nations did not immedi-
ately respond to a request 
for comment. According 
to the complaint, Rashid, 
who is identified as a pro-
gram director at the Unit-
ed Nations Development 
Programme in Manhattan, 
initially contracted with the 
employee to pay her $420 
per week, and submitted 
that contract to the US 
State Department to obtain 
a visa for her.

Once the employee 

was in the United States in 
November 2012, the com-
plaint said, Rashid had her 
sign a new contract with a 
wage of $290 per week.

Rashid took away the 
worker’s passport, and 
told her at various times 
during her employment 
that she would go to jail 
and then be sent back to 
Bangladesh if she worked 
for anyone else, according 
to the complaint.

At first, Rashid did 
not pay her at all, but sent 
about $600 per month to 
her husband in Bangla-
desh, the complaint said. 
In October 2013, Rashid 

did pay the employee $600 
for her work that month, 
according to the complaint.

Rashid never paid 
either the employee or 
her husband the $420 per 
week wage stipulated in 
the original contract, the 
complaint said. Rashid is 
also charged in the com-
plaint with committing 
identity theft by setting up 
a sham bank account in the 
employee’s name to make 
it appear to the UN that 
he was paying her a lawful 
wage. In fact, the complaint 
said, Rashid and his wife 
controlled the account. 
—Reuters 

UN employee charged with visa fraud, 
underpaying Bangladeshi worker
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US Actor and UNHCR Special Envoy Angelina Jolie arrives to give a statement in front of the sexual and 
gender-based violence prevention course at The International Peace Support Training Centre in Nairobi, 
Kenya on 20 June, 2017.  Photo: REUtERS

UNHCR special envoy 
Angelina Jolie in Kenya, 
visits refugee girls
UNITED NATIONS — UN 
Refugee agency special envoy 
Angelina Jolie marked World 
Refugee Day on Tuesday at a 
Kenyan home housing refugee 
girls who fled unaccompanied 
or split from their parents while 
fleeing conflict.

The Hollywood star visit-
ed at least 20 of girls in a safe 
house in the Kenyan capital, Nai-
robi. They had fled conflict in 
the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, South Sudan, Somalia, 
Burundi and Rwanda, UNHCR 
said in a statement.

It said almost all had experi-
enced sexual and gender-based 
violence and many had given 

birth after being raped or were 
pregnant.

“The role of sexual violence 
is compounded when it is carried 
out by someone in uniform who 
has taken an oath to protect,” 
Jolie said.

“So it is a responsibility of 
those who wear uniform to take 
the lead now by correcting from 
within, setting an example as-
tepping forward with new com-
mitments.”

The UNHCR says Kenya 
hosts some 491,000 refugees, of 
which 101,713 are from South 
Sudan, which the UN has said 
is the world’s fastest growing 
refugee crisis. —Reuters 

Pooja Bhatt.  Photo: PtI

Pooja Bhatt returns to silver 
screen, to play detective

MUMBAI — Pooja Bhatt is 
all set to return to the silver 
screen in a movie adaptation 
of economist Abheek Barua’s 
crime novel “City of Death”, 
which she will produce too.

The film rights to the 
novel, published last year by 
Juggernaut Books, have been 
acquired by Pooja’s production 
company Fish Eye Network.

“City of Death” introduces 
Sohini Sen — a middle aged, 
pill-popping alcoholic detec-
tive. When a young woman 
from a well-connected family 
is found beheaded, Sohini is 
tasked with investigating the 
case. But it turns out to be a 
political minefield with the 
tabloids baying for her blood.

Apart from producing the 
film, Pooja will be playing the 
lead role of Sohini.

“The plot, the milieu and 
especially the characters 
grabbed me and left me gasp-
ing by the end of it. The themes 
of depression, addiction, false 
appearances and corruption 
make it relevant to the times,” 
says Pooja.

Barua, Chief Economist 
at HDFC Bank, says it is “im-
mensely gratifying to have 
someone of Pooja’s calibre 
make and more importantly 
act in the adaptation of my 
book”.

“Pooja’s imaginative cine-
matic vision for ‘City of Death’ 
makes her the perfect acquirer 
of this book. 

She truly gets the core 
of this dark story,” says An-
ish Chandy, head of business 
development at Juggernaut  
Books.—PTI 

Triple Oscar winner Daniel 
Day-Lewis retiring from acting
LOS ANGELES — Three-time 
Oscar winner Daniel Day-Lew-
is is retiring from acting, his 
spokeswoman said on Tuesday, 
ending a storied movie career 
that includes performances in 
“Lincoln” and “Gangs of New 
York.” Day-Lewis, 60, the only 
man to have won three best actor 
Oscars, gave no reason for his 
decision, calling it private.

“Daniel Day-Lewis will no 
longer be working as an actor,” 
his publicist, Leslee Dart, said in 
a statement. “He is immensely 
grateful to all of his collaborators 
and audiences over the many 
years.”

The statement said there 
would be no further comment.

He has one more movie in 
the works — “Phantom Thread,” 
which is set in London’s 1950s 
fashion world and is due to be 
released in December.

Day-Lewis, who was born 
in Britain and holds dual An-
glo-Irish citizenship, won his 
third best actor Oscar in 2013 for 
playing US President Abraham 
Lincoln in “Lincoln.”

His win made him the first 
man to be awarded three best 
actor Oscars in the history of the 
Academy Awards.

He previously won Academy 
Awards for his roles as a para-
plegic Irish writer in “My Left 

Foot” (1989) and a greedy early 
20th century oil baron in “There 
Will Be Blood” (2007).

The tall, intellectual actor 
keeps a low-key profile and is 
known for choosing his roles 
carefully and taking long breaks 
between films.

In the late 1990s, he took 
time off from acting to work as 
an apprentice shoe-maker in 
Italy. After his 2013 Oscar win 
for “Lincoln,” London’s Sunday 
Times reported that he planned 
to take a sabbatical at his farm 
in Ireland.

Day-Lewis is known for his 

meticulous preparation. For 
“Lincoln,” he spent months re-
searching Lincoln’s political and 
personal life and before shooting 
began he was texting his screen 
wife, Sally Field, in 19th century 
vernacular. “For My Left Foot,” 
he spent weeks living in a wheel-
chair, and while shooting “Gangs 
of New York” he was known for 
sharpening knives between 
takes to capture the menace of 
his character Bill “The Butcher” 
Cutting. Day-Lewis has three 
children and is married to writ-
er and director Rebecca Miller. 
—Reuters 

Actor Daniel Day-Lewis poses as he arrives for the British Academy of 
Film and Arts (BAFTA) awards ceremony at the Royal Opera House in 
London on 10 February, 2013.  Photo: REUtERS
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07:03 Am News
07:25 Am Herbal Medicine By Thurein (Aloe 
Vera)
07:49 Am Amazing: Sayargyi Nyein Chan Aung
08:03 Am News
08:27 Am We'll Leave after 12 Passengers are  
                  on Board
08:42 Am Yatana Theinga City and Shwe  
  Bon Yatanamingalar Palace
09:03 Am News
09:26 Am Products of Myanmar — Craft  
                  Blacksmithing
09:52 Am Cultural Show: Theatrical Make Up
10:03 Am News
10:27 Am Continuation In Rural Tradition

(22-6-2017 07:00am ~ 23-6-2017 07:00am) MST

Myanmar
International
Programme Schedule (11:00 Am~03:00 Pm)-Wednesday Repeat(07:00 Am~11:00 Am)

(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm) -Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time
07:03 Pm News
07:26 Pm Travelogue: To the coastal region  
                  (Myeik – Kawthoung) (Part-1)
07:53 Pm The Storytellers
08:03 Pm News
08:26 Pm Myanmar Traditional Identity (EP-2)  
                  Myanar Chinthe (Myanmar Lion)
08:40 Pm Mosaic Painting (Precious Stones & Gems)
08:55 Pm Black Gold ( P - II )

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm) -Today Repeat (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(11:00 Pm~03:00 Am)-Wednesday Repeat(07:00 Am~11:00 Am)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) -Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

Thames waters stirred at Henley 
as women’s regatta marks 30 years

The Surbiton High School Boat Club compete in a race at the Henley Women's Regatta 
in Henley-on-Thames, Britain on 17 June, 2017.  Photo: REUtERS

HENLEY-ON-THAMES, 
(England) — The river 
running through the Ox-
fordshire town of Henley-
on-Thames was heaving 
with boats, oars and ath-
letes this past weekend, 
but it was not, as might 
be imagined, the storied 
Henley Royal Regatta.

That 178-year-old 
event — known for its 
blazers, boaters and 
boozing — comes 10 days 
from now. The splash and 
sparkle along the river 
this time was from the 
Henley Women’s Regatta.

One of the world’s 
premier women’s row-
ing events, the HWR 
celebrated its 30th anni-
versary over three days 
with a record number of 
entrants, now totaling 
more than 1,800 rowers 
from 190 clubs across the 
world.

Crews came from 
Britain, Ireland, Aus-
tralia, the United States, 
Canada, Germany and 
Switzerland — all vying 
for 25 different trophies 
in 214 races featuring 418 
entries.

It was a far cry from 
the one-day, 109-entry, 97-
race launch in 1988, when 
women’s rowing was still 
relatively rare and had 
only been included in the 
Olympics 12 years earlier.

There was l itt le 
place then, for example, 
at the more well-known 
- and famously tradition-
al - Henley Royal event, 

which squeezed in only 
a few invitational races.

“Women did not have 
a chance to row at Hen-
ley Royal,” said Miriam 
Luke, the HWR’s chair-
man. “(Now at HWR )we 
have elites, top clubs, 
academic, juniors, inter-
mediates.”

Luke herself is some-
thing of a women’s rowing 
trailblazer.

She won silver at 
the 2000 Olympics in the 
quadruple scull — Brit-
ain’s first women’s crew 
to medal — and gold at 
the 1998 world champion-
ships in the double scull, 
among other awards.

Henley Royal Regat-
ta now has some women’s 
events, which the better 

crews at HWR stay on for, 
getting, as Luke puts it, 
“two bites at the cherry”.

But for women-only 
regattas HWR is in a fairly 
exclusive class. There is 
a women’s Tideway Head 
of the River in London 
and the college-only US 
NCAA women’s rowing 
championships, as well, 
of course, as the women’s 
events in the Olympics 
and worlds.

Luke says women’s 
rowing has grown in 
leaps and bounds in part 
because it thrives on a 
special closeness be-
tween athletes that you 
do not necessarily get in 
individual or other team 
sports.

“It’s a different sort 

of niche sport,” she said. 
“You build a lot of com-
munity with the women 
you row with.”

Organizers estimate 
that around 30,000 people 
attended the three-day 
regatta, which was free 
for spectators, many of 
whom were young women 
like those in the boats.

Nicholas Edwards, a 
Henley local and father of 
one of the rowers, looked 
on with a mixture of pride 
and joy.

“It is such a collec-
tive spirit,” he said of the 
regatta, which is a far 
more relaxed affair than 
the longer-running event.

“It really celebrates 
women’s achievement,” 
he said.— Reuters 

China’s Great Wall 
repaired with simple 
tools, bricks of old
BEIJING — At one of the 
most treacherous and 
least restored stretches 
of China’s Great Wall, a 
line of pack mules halted 
upon emerging from the 
gloom of a dense forest 
draped in mist and dew. 

Laden with 150 kg 
(330 pounds) of bricks 
each, the seven animals 
finally got moving in re-
sponse to the coaxing and 
swearing of their masters, 
eager to gain altitude be-
fore the sun climbed high 
in the sky.  

For more than a dec-
ade, mules have been cru-
cial in the effort to restore 
Jiankou, a serpentine 
20-km (12-mile) section 
of the wall about 70 km 
(44 miles) north of central 
Beijing that is notorious 
for its ridges and perilous 
slopes. 

“The path is too steep 
and the mountains are too 
high, so the bricks can 
only be transported by 
mules,” said local mule 
owner Cao Xinhua, who 
has worked on Great Wall 
restoration projects in the 
mountains north of Bei-
jing for 10 years.  

Where they could, 
workers used the origi-
nal bricks that had broken 
off the wall over the cen-
turies. When they found 
none, they used new 
bricks made to exacting 
specifications.

“We have to stick to 
the original format, the 
original material and the 
original craftsmanship, so 
that we can better pre-
serve the historical and 
cultural values,” said 
Cheng Yongmao, the en-
gineer leading Jiankou’s 
restoration. Cheng, 61, 
who has repaired 17 km 
(11 miles) of the Great 
Wall since 2003, belongs 
to the 16th generation in 
a long line of tradition-
al brick makers. A gov-
ernment clampdown 
on pollution has forced 
the closure of almost all 
brick-making factories 
in Beijing and nearby 
provinces, Cheng said.  
If he ran out of bricks, 

Cheng added, he would 
have to look for bricks left 
elsewhere or request the 
central government to 
consider reopening some 
brick factories.

Famed for its rugged 
beauty, Jiankou, which is 
Chinese for an arrow’s 
nock, or notch for a bow-
string, was built in the 
twilight years of the Ming 
dynasty in the 1600s, but 
is young compared with 
other sections dating 
back two millennia. In-
tensive repairs on the Ji-
ankou section in the past 
year have been led by the 
district government keen 
to preserve the wall’s nat-
ural beauty and shore up 
its disintegrating steps.

The restoration be-
gan in 2005 and is now in 
its third phase, making 
slow progress because 
the uneven terrain allows 
use only of basic tools 
such as chisels, ham-
mers, pickaxes and shov-
els.  Authorities’ metic-
ulous approach followed 
widespread outrage last 
year sparked by botched 
restoration efforts on 
some stretches.

Authorities in the 
northeastern province 
of Liaoning, home to a 
700-year-old section of the 
wall, paved its ramparts 
with sand and cement, 
resulting in what critics 
said looked more like a 
pedestrian pavement.

Soon after, the State 
Administration of Cultur-
al Heritage said it would 
investigate any improp-
erly executed wall pres-
ervation projects.

Just a tenth of the 
wall built during the 
Ming dynasty has been 
repaired, said Dong Yao-
hui, vice president of the 
China Great Wall Asso-
ciation.

“In the past, we would 
restore the walls so that 
they would be visited as 
tourist hot spots,” he said, 
by contrast with today’s 
objective of repairing and 
preserving them for fu-
ture generations. “This 
is progress.”—Reuters 
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Man United cleared in Pogba deal, FIFA open 
proceedings against Juventus
LONDON — FIFA have cleared 
Manchester United of any 
wrongdoing in the transfer of 
midfielder Paul Pogba from 
Juventus but said on Tuesday 
they had opened disciplinary 
proceedings against the Italian 
side.

World soccer’s governing 
body had asked both clubs for 
information about Pogba’s world 
record 89 million pounds ($112 
million) transfer from Juventus, 
following leaks which claimed to 
give details about the huge deal.

A book titled, “The Football 
Leaks: The Dirty Business of 

Football” alleged Pogba’s agent 
Mino Raiola had made over 40 
million euros ($44.54 million) 
from the deal, 27 million euros 
of which was paid by Juventus.  
“We can confirm that discipli-
nary proceedings have been 
opened against Juventus FC. As 
proceedings are ongoing please 
understand we cannot comment 
further at this stage,” FIFA said 
in an emailed statement. 

“We can also confirm that 
no disciplinary proceedings have 
been opened against Manches-
ter United”.

FIFA did not give details of 

the nature of their proceedings 
against Juventus but some me-
dia reports have suggested it 
could be related to breaches of 
third-party ownership rules. 

In April 2015, FIFA an-
nounced the banning of 
third-party ownership, barring 
either clubs or players from 
entering into economic rights 
agreements with third-party in-
vestors.  In an interview with the 
Financial Times last October, 
Italian-Dutch agent Raiola said: 
“In this deal Juventus was not 
the only owner of the player’s 
rights”. —Reuters 

Myanmar national football teams 
to play two Asia qualifiers and one 
ASEAN match this year

Selection for 2017 
Tour de Timor 
cycling race
The tournament for selection of 
the cyclists who will take part in 
U-21 2017 Tour de Timor cycling 
race will be held at Wunna Thie-
di Stadium at 7am on 29 June.

The Tour de Timor is an 
annual international cycling 
race which will be held in Ti-
mor-Leste this year from 19 to 
23 September. The selection of 
athletes will be conducted by 
the Myanmar Cycling Federa-

tion and the Sports and Physical 
Education Department.

A key focus of the 2017 race 
will be the inclusion of partici-
pants from every ASEAN nation, 
demonstrating Timor-Leste’s 
enthusiasm and preparedness 
for ASEAN inclusion.

Any interested person can 
call 09-250205652 no later than 
28 June. — Myanmar News 
Agency 

Myanmar women’s national football team 
to test Japanese women’s teams

Myanmar Football Federation 
(MFF) is attempting to reach 
the agreement for Myanmar 
women’s national football team 
to play a friendly match with 
Japanese U-22 and J-League 
clubs. “The plan was arranged 
so as to test the ability of the 
players before they participate 
in SEA Game matches and we 
are aiming for the team to pos-
sess the gold medal in 29th SEA 
game that is going to be held in 
Malaysia.” The officials from 
MFF have been asked about 
agreement to officials of Japa-
nese football association for the 
friendly matches and Japanese 
officials will reply in a few days”, 
said MFF’s Deputy administra-

tive director, U Ko Ko Thein.
Myanmar will be head-

ed by Coach Roger Ryan and 

twenty-seven players have 
been chosen for the SEA game. 
— Kyaw Zin Lin 

Myanmar national football teams 
will compete in ASEAN U18, Asia 
U -23 and U16 qualifier matches 
this year and all the players are 
currently training in their camps 
respectively.

Asia U 23 matches will be 
played from 19th to 23rd July in 
Thuwunna Stadium in Yangon.

Myanmar U23 is included in 
Group F together with Austral-
ia, Singapore and Brunei.

Ten winning teams 
and five best second-place 
teams from each group 
will pass for qualifi-
cation. U-18 youth 
Championship 
led by ASE-
AN Football 
Federation 
( A F F ) 

will be hosted in Myanmar for 
the second time and is going to 
be held from 4 to 17 September in 
Yangon’s Thuwunna Stadium and 
Aung San Stadium respectively.

Myanmar U18 is included in 
Group B together with Indonesia, 
Brunei and Philippines. Myan-
mar won the champion award 
in 2003. 2018 AFC U16 Champi-

onship qualification will also 
be hosted in Myanmar 
from 20 to 24 September 
but no stadium has been 

selected yet. Myanmar is 
grouped together with South 

Korea, China and Philippines 
thus must struggle for step-

ping up the next steps. 
—Shine Htet Zaw 

Myanmar women’s national football team  seen before an international 
match.  Photo:  MFF

Myanmar player 
,Si Thu Aung trains 
under supervision 
of Coach Gerd 
Friedrich.  Photo: 
Phoe thaw Zin

Myanmar cyclists 
train in Nay Pyi 
Taw.  Photo: Mna


