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Investigators visit Rakhine attack sites
Members of the Rakhine State 
Investigation Commission led 
by its chairman Vice President 
U Myint Swe arrived in Sittway 
yesterday morning and visited 
police outposts that came under 
surprise attack on 9 October, in-
terviewed eyewitnesses to the 
early-morning ambushes and 
questioned villagers on the alle-
gations of rape.

Details of the interviews 
and inspections could not be ob-
tained, but the commission has 
been charged with launching 
probes into the root causes of the 
violent attacks that occurred on 9 
October and 12 and 13 Novem-
ber, to investigate whether secu-
rity forces acted in accordance 
with the law and to make sug-
gestions that would prevent such 
incidents from happening again, 
officials said.   

The first stop for the Vice 
President and the commission 
was the No. 1 Border Guard 
Police Command Centre in Ng-
akhura Village in Maungtaw, 
which came under fire by violent 
attackers at about 4:30 am on 9th 
October. Commission members 
inspected the place where the 
violent attacks occurred, ques-
tioned the security personnel on 
duty at the time and asked for de-
tails on the deaths and casualties  
of both sides.

The commission then pro-
ceeded to the village administra-
tion office and talked with five el-
ders, who said they witnessed the 
violent attacks on that day. 

Separately, a team led by 
commission member Dr Aung 
Tun Thet talked with Muslim 
families in Ngakhura Village, 
where several market stalls were 
set on fire on 30 October.

The commission later visited 
Pwintphyuchaung Village, where 
the majority of residents are 
Muslim, and spoke with residents 
who described in detail the firing 

of light weapons, clearance oper-
ations by government troops and 
the outbreak of fires in the village 
during the attacks.

The commission proceeded 
to Pyaungpaik Village, another 
predominantly Muslim commu-
nity, where they talked with vil-
lagers about the clashes between 
government troops and violent at-
tackers. Five government troops 
were killed in the village that day. 
Pyaungpaik is where there were 
several outbreaks of fire, and also 
where there were rape accusa-
tions of young female villagers.

Dr Daw Thet Thet Zin, the 
chairperson of the Myanmar 
Women Affairs Federation and 
a member of the commission, 
spoke with one female resident of 

whom she asked whether rapes of 
young girls had been committed 
and whether she had witnessed 
any of rape. 

Yesterday evening, the chair-
man and the commission inspect-
ed the command centre of the No. 
1 Border Guard Police Force in 
Kyikanpyin Village, another ma-
jority-Muslim community. 

The command centre was at-
tacked on 9th October, and fires 
were set to a nearby village. Sev-
eral weapons were also recovered 
in Kyikanpyin in the days and 
weeks after the attacks.

See page 3 >>

Vice President U Myint Swe, centre, Chairman of the Rakhine State Commission, and members of the commission interview eyewitnesses to the 
October attacks in Maungtaw as they visit Pyaungpyaik Village in Maungtaw Township. Photo: Myanmar News Agency

A Muslim woman from Pyaungp-
yaik Village replies to a team led 
by Dr Thet Thet Zin. Photo: MNA
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Tin Win Aung and Ma Sai Mon  are seen with seized drugs. 
Photo: Myanmar Police ForceThe houses destroyed by fire. Photo: Myanmar Police Force

heroin, methamphetamine 
pills seized in Lashio
A combined team comprising 
memebrs of the Myanmar Police 
Force and a local anti-drug squad 
discovered 952 g of heroin worth 
more than 18 million kyats and 
37,200 methamphetamine pills 
worth more than 74 million kyats 

in a vehicle on 10 December in 
Lashio.

In connection with the case, 
the police arrested Tin Win 
Aung, 25, and Ma Sai Mon, 40, 
who were on board a Toyota 
Sparex GRX.

A fire broke out in South Okkal-
apa Township yesterday morn-
ing and burnt down five houses.

As per sources, the fire 
broke out in a one-storey house 
in Myinthar-4 Street, Ward-15, 
in South Okkalapa Township, 
starting from jolt sticks. Proper-
ty worth about K8 million were 
destroyed in the accident. The 
fire started at about 10.27 am 
and was brought under control 
at 10.50 am.

Daw Kyi Kyi Khaing, 41, 
owner of the house where the 
fire started has been charged 
by the South Okkalapa Myo-
ma Police Station. A total of 56 
victims from 10 households are 
sheltering at a religious building 
in the township.—Aung Thura

Fire destroys five houses in South 
Okkalapa Township, Ward-15

INTEXPO 
Myanmar aims to 
create business 
networks among 
textile companies 

Art exhibition highlights beauty of PyinOoLwin
A COLLECTIVE art exhibition 
is being held in Mandalay featur-
ing the natural beauty of Manda-
lay’s famed scenic hill town.

The Art of Highland May-
myo Group Show was opened 
on Sunday at Mandalay Hill Art 
Gallery situated at the base of the 
Mandalay Hill and it will be run 
until 14 December, displaying 

over 100 works of 13 artists from 
PyinOoLwin (formerlly known as 
Maymyo), covering a wide range 
of styles and media. Subject mat-
ter includes traditional arts and 
culture, still life, landscapes and 
lifestyle of local people.

Located some 67 kilometers 
east of Mandalay, PyinOoLwin 
is a resort town. The town is also 

known as “Panmyodaw” mean-
ing “the City of Flowers” for 
having different species of col-
ourful flowers. It is the centre of 
the country’s principal flower and 
vegetable production. The local 
growers mostly cultivate chry-
santhemums, asters and gladio-
las for sale across the country in 
every season. 

PyinOoLwin is regularly 
included on the list of popular 
tourist attractions in Myanmar. 
The town is also well known 
for its colonial style houses with 
large compound and pine trees 
and unique horse carriages in 
town, which attract the attention 
of artists, tourists and photogra-
phers.—200

THE SECOND edition of the 
Indian Exhibition of Manmade 
and blended Textiles (INT-
EXPO Myanmar)is set to take 
place next month, aiming to 
encourage the development of 
joint-ventures between Myan-
mar and India.

The event will be organ-
ised by the Synthetic and Ray-
on Textiles Export Promotion 
Council (SRTEPC) in associa-
tion with the Embassy of India 
in Myanmar and with the sup-
port of the Myanmar Garment 
Manufacturers Association.  

The two-day expo is 
scheduled to start on January 
11 and will feature all types 
of fabrics needed for ladies 
dresses, shirts, suits, and differ-
ent varieties of manmade and 
blended yarns including poly-
ester, viscose rayon and cotton 
as well as home decoration tex-
tiles. 

The main goal of the expo 
is to bring more development 
to the textile and garment in-
dustry through collaboration  
of entrepreneurs in both coun-
tries. 

Myanmar, a major cotton 
producer, hopes to become 
an important garment making 
hub which is likely to cater to 
the major requirements of the  
European and American mar-
kets.

Myanmar imports textiles 
and garments mostly from 
China, Korea, Japan and In-
dia.—200

International and local 
contemporary artists will exhibit 
their works and participate in an 
art workshop on 19th December 
at the Yangon Art Gallery .

“This is the first time in My-

anmar with participation of con-
temporary artists from the USA, 
China, Japan, Thailand, Malay-
sia, the Netherlands and Korea 
along with local artists,” said 
Beikthano U Tin Win, a well-

known artist in Myanmar. 
The art works, including 

sculptures, will be on display for 
the public starting 18th Decem-
ber.

“We really want to express 

our special thanks to the interna-
tional painters and sculptors for 
their participation in this event,” 
said Dr Khin Shwe, Chairman of 
Zaykabar Company, which spon-
sored the event.—GNLM

International, local artists to exhibit contemporary 
works in Yangon on 18th and 19th December

Chin Lady by Mon Thet. Sculpture by Robert Roesch.
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About 30 members of KIA 
attacked government troops 
conducting an area clearance 
operations near Nampoun Vil-
lage in Mongko Township, in 
north-eastern Shan State yester-
day.

The armed group withdrew 
as the government troops re-

turned fire.
The troops discovered a 

mine planted by the KIA mem-
bers at a site where the fighting 
happened and deactivated it.

Government troops are 
carrying out area clearance op-
erations in the area.—Myanmar 
News Agency

KIA ambushes 
government troops Internally displaced per-

sons who were forced to aban-
don their homes due to fighting 
between government troops and 
armed groups in north-eastern 
Shan State, returned home Sat-
urday as the situation in Mongko 

has returned to normalcy.
A total of 56 people, includ-

ing 16 service personnel, eight ci-
vilians and 32 day-waged labour-
ers, arrived back on Saturday and 
resumed their duties in Mongkoe, 
according to the local administra-

tor’s office.
A combined team compris-

ing of members of the Tatmadaw, 
Myanmar Police Force and Mon-
gko Township authorities are car-
rying out systematic scrutiny of 
the IDPs.—MNA

IDPs return home to Mongko

Investigators visit Rakhine …
>> From page 1

The commission also visit-
ed the Kyikanpyin Border Guard 
Police Command Centre near 
Warpake Village and similarly 
spoke with residents about the 
attacks on the police command 
centre, the outbreak of fires in 
the village and the recovery of 
weapons looted during the at-
tacks.

Five members of the border 
guard were killed here.

The chairman and members 
of the commission also ques-
tioned responsible officials at 

the No. 1 Border Guard Police 
Command Centre in Kyikanpyin 
on the fighting between the vi-
olent attackers and the border 
guards, and the looting of arms 
and ammunitions that followed. 

The commission will sub-
mit its suggestions by the begin-
ning of February to the Presi-
dent’s Office. 

The commission is a sep-
arate entity from the Rakhine 
State Advisory Commission, 
which is headed by former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi An-
nan.—Myanmar News Agency

Vice President U Henry Van 
Thio and Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker 
U Win Myint met with internally 
displaced persons in Muse, offer-
ing them assistance. 

In addition to the vice presi-
dent and the speaker, the delega-
tion comprised Union Ministers 
Lt-Gen Kyaw Swe, Lt-Gen Ye 
Aung and Dr Win Myat Aye and 
members of parliament. 

At a meeting with IDPs shel-
tering at No. 2 Basic Education 
High School, Vice President U 
Henry Van Thio expressed his 
delight to fulfill the needs of the 
IDPs, encouraging them to have 
strong spirit to overcome all ob-
stacles.

Speaker U Win Myint also 
clarified the purpose of the trip, 

saying he would provide cash as-
sistance collected from the wages 
of MPs to IDPs.

The delegation also visited 
St. Peter’s Church, where IDPs 
are being sheltered, and present-
ed aid including food and house-
hold goods.

At the meeting, Vice Pres-
ident U Henry Van Thio ex-
pressed his concerns for ethnic 
areas which have lagged behind 
in development, expressing his 
sympathy to the ethnic people. 

He also said that the gov-
ernment is committed to ending 
the ethnic armed conflicts that 
have dragged on in the country 
for more than 60 years. The vice 
president pledged to solve the is-
sue at the 21st Century Panglong 

Vice President, Pyithu 
Hluttaw Speaker, 
assist IDPs in Muse

Conference with inclusiveness by 
inviting all ethnic armed groups.

Speaker U Win Myint said 
that the parliament has document-
ed a proposal that has expressed 
concern for  the ethnic people so 

not to affect the sovereignty and 
the rule of law.

The delegation also met with 
family members of the deceased 
and injured service personnel at 
Aung San Thuriya Aye Cho Hall 

of the Muse District Police Force.
The delegation encouraged 

family members and present-
ed aid and assistance to them at 
the meeting.— Myanmar News 
Agency

Signatories to the Nation-
wide Ceasefire Agreement said 
they strongly objected to any 
attempt to declare ethnic armed 
groups as terrorists, saying such 
acts would undermine the peace 
process.

“We are in opposition of 
declaring any leader of ethnic 
armed groups as terrorists be-
cause it will pose difficulties to 
the peace process and national 
reconciliation and trust-building 
will be undermined, said Khun 
Okka, Leading Patron of the Pao 
National Liberation Federation, 
at a recent meeting in Yangon.

The third coordination meet-
ing of the Peace Process Super-
visory Team (PPST) of signato-
ries of the Nationwide Ceasefire 
Agreement and the PPWT/CT 
issued a press release on current 
political and military develop-
ments and approved a coopera-
tion plan to achieve the commit-
ted goals.

The statement also urged 
that non-signatories to the NCA 
cooperate with the Union gov-
ernment for positive cooperation 
for peace.

The coordination meeting 
was held on 10 and 11 December 
at the Chatrium Hotel in Yangon. 

During the two-day meet-

Peace Process members reject ‘terrorist’ 
label for non-signatories of NCA

ing, activities of the signatories 
of the NCA, the implementation 
of the NCA and the reports of the 
UPJDC and the JMC were dis-
cussed.

“It will also undermine the 
peace process of the union gov-
ernment, the Tatmadaw and the 
Hluttaw led by the State Coun-
sellor and it is necessary for the 
union government, signatories to 
the NCA and non-signatories to 
the NCA to cooperate positive-
ly,” said Khun Okka.

The meeting adopted deci-
sions to implement the provi-
sions of the NCA by the eight 

signatories, to successfully hold 
the national level political dia-
logues in accordance with the 
decisions of the 21st Panglong 
Peace Conference and participa-
tion of all ethnic armed groups in 
the peace process.

In conclusion, Saw Mutu 
Say Po, the chairman of the KNU, 
said that it is important to achieve 
the goal of peace for the country 
in the face of various challenges. 
The meeting was attended by sig-
natories to the NCA, five leaders 
and three members of the PPST,   
and eleven members of the 
PPWT/CT. —Ye Khoung Nyunt

Saw Mutu Say Po, chairman of KNU, makes concluding remarks at the 
meeting of NCA signatories in Yangon. Ptoto by Po Htaung

Vice Persident U Henry Van Thio and Speaker U Win Myint presents aid to IDPs in Muse. Photo: MNA

Investigation Commission on Rakhine State meeting with Muslims at 
Pyaug Paik Village in Maungtaw Township. Photo: MNA
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The fruits which were trans-
ferred for trade to the China mar-
ket due to the fights in Muse trade 
camp are being placed onto Muse 
trade camp starting from 11th 
December, according to Muse 
fruit depot. 

Trading at Muse was sus-
pended due to the fighting in My-
anmar’s north-eastern Shan State 
and so, the fruits were traded at 
China market. 

Trading at Muse 105th mile 
trade camp was resumed on 29th 
November, but fruit trading was 
back on sale at Muse on 11th De-
cember. The Chinese merchants 
and buyers have been already 
informed about the resumption 
of fruit sales on the Muse market 
on 11th December, said the mer-
chants from Muse. 

The fruits were sold at 
Ks3,000-3,700 Yuan per tonnes 

for various fruits whereas seed-
less fruits sold for 4,500-5,000 
Yuan per tonne on 10th Decem-
ber at Wantain fruit market of 
China. 

Currently, around 200 truck-
loads of watermelon and around 
50 to 70 truckloads of muskmel-
ons enter Muse and the fruit trade 
volume is expected to be on the 
rise since Chinese New Year is 
approaching. — Mon Mon

The value of trade using the 
Individual Trading Card (ITC) 
as of 25th November in this 
fiscal year 2016-2017 reached 
over US$6.6 billion, about 
US$200million higher than that 
of last fiscal year, according to 
the Commerce Ministry. 

During the last fiscal year, 
the value of trade with ITC 
at the border gates was over 
US$6.4billion. The value of 
export using ITC was over 
US$600million whereas import 
value under ITC amounted to 
over US$6,000 million, accord-
ing to the statistics released by 
the Commerce Ministry.

The trade department un-
der the Commerce Ministry 
has already issued 136 cards in 
this fiscal year and trading with 

ITC is seen in Tamu, Muse, 
Myawady, Tachilek, Kan Pike 
Tee, Kawthaung, Reed, Maw 
Taung and Keng Tung border 
trade camps. Myawady trade 
camp is reported to have the 
largest trade value of Ks2.3bil-
lion using ITC whereas trading 
with ITC attains Ks1.3billion at 
Kan Pike Tee. 

Trading with ITC began in 
2012 and the ITC is valid for 
one year. 

The trade department is-
sued nearly 300 cards in 2012-
2013 fiscal year whereas there 
were around 150 individual 
trading cards last fiscal year. 
Over 160 export items and 
240 import items are permitted 
to trade with the use of ITC.  
— Ko Khant

Trade value using ITC 
reaches over US$6.6 billion

Fruit back on sale in Muse 105th Mile trade camp

Moderate level of inflation good for 
economy, say economic experts
A moderate level of inflation 
is good for the economy, whereas 
deflation has a negative impact on 
the country’s economy at a par-
ticular level, said U Maung Maung 
Win, deputy minister for Planning 
and Finance.

 What is important is to exert 
efforts to effectuate the develop-
ment in economy, boost the live-
lihood of people and scale up the 
individual income of the public, he 
added. 

A high level of inflation not 
only affects the economy, but also 
adversely affects low-income peo-
ple. The low-income people suffer 
from the high price of commod-
ity because of the income and the 
expenditure mismatch. Similarly, 
exporters benefit from a high ex-
change rate whereas a high rate has 
a negative impact on the importers, 
he continued. 

From his point of view, U Set 
Aung, vice governor of the Central 
Bank of Myanmar, said Myan-
mar’s inflation level exceeded 40 
per cent last year, resulting from 
floods and erratic weather. This 
year, the inflation rate has plunged 
down from a running inflation lev-
el to a walking inflation level of 
around 6 per cent.

 “The Central Bank of Myan-
mar and the ministries concerned 
are needed to control the inflation 
rate. We have received the opin-
ions about inflation from Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
we are adopting the proper mone-
tary policy”, he added.

The Central Statistical Or-
ganization (CSO) evaluates and 
releases monthly and annual in-
flation rates. The organisation has 
conducted joint exercises with IMF 
eight times to examine the evalua-

tion of the statistics. Production 
plays a major role in economy to 
take off, said its director-general 
Daw Wah Wah Aung. 

“We are trying to respond 
to monetary policy, fiscal policy, 
trade policy and investment policy 
to adapt the current economy. In 
addition, the government is making 
efforts to stabilise and improve the 
macro economy.  Concerted efforts 
are also being exerted to control 
GDP ratio and inflation rate, with 
the formulation of policy under 
short and long term plans. Public 
participation is an essential part of 
economy, said U Maung Maung 
Win. 

The Central Bank of Myan-
mar is cooperating with the minis-
tries concerned not to have manip-
ulation in the market, according to 
U Set Aung. — Ko Min, Khin Su 
Su Hlaing, Aye Aye Myint

KBZ Bank wins two bank 
awards from World Finance

KANBAWZA Bank (KBZ) has 
won the titles of Best Commer-
cial Bank in Myanmar 2016 and 
Best Retail Bank in Myanmar 
2016, awarded by World Fi-
nance.

U Nyo Myint, Senior Man-
aging Director of KBZ Group 
Companies accepted the Best 
Commercial Bank in Myanmar 
2016 and Best Retail Bank in 
Myanmar 2016 at a ceremony 
held at the London Stock Ex-
change on 5 December, 2016.

KBZ Bank was chosen as 
the winner of the Best Commer-
cial Bank in Myanmar 2016 for 
its efforts toward the develop-
ment of the economic sector of 
the country, including the coun-
try’s small and medium enter-
prises with loans and banking 
services, for becoming a pio-
neer in Myanmar with modern 
banking services, for boosting 
regional cooperation in banking 

sector by opening offices re-
gionally and internationally and 
for becoming the country’s top 
income taxpayer for  four con-
secutive years, according to the 
statement of  World Finance. 

World Finance added that 
KBZ was also crowned with 
Best Retail Bank in Myanmar 
2016 this year for opening more 
than 430 branch offices nation-
wide creating more than 17,000 
job opportunities, for providing 
the country’s people with dig-
ital banking services with the 
use of information technology 
and its large assistance to phil-
anthropic works in the country.

The Kanbawza bank has 
won the two top titles awarded 
by World Finance for four con-
secutive years. World Finance 
is a banking, finical and wealth 
management publication head-
quartered in the United States. 
— Thiha Tun

U Nyo Myint (R), Senior Managing Director of KBZ Group of Com-
panies accepts Best Commercial Bank in Myanmar 2016 and Best 
Retail Bank in Myanmar 2016 of World Finance. Photo: Supplied

Fruit trading at Muse resumes on 11th December, with around 200 truck-loads of watermelon and 50 to 70 
truckloads of muskmelons entering Muse. Photo: Phoe Khwar
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South Korea prosecutors charge two 
senior ex-Park officials — media
SEOUL — South Kore-
an prosecutors indicted a 
former senior presidential 
aide and a former vice cul-
ture minister as part of their 
investigation of a corrup-
tion scandal that has led to 
President Park Geun-hye’s 
impeachment in parliament, 
media said on Sunday.

Friday’s overwhelm-
ing parliamentary vote to 
remove Park from office 
puts her fate in the hands of 
a nine-judge Constitutional 
Court, which has 180 days 
to decide whether to uphold 
the motion.

Park’s powers have 
been suspended and as-
sumed by Prime Minister 
Hwang Kyo-ahn, who has 
ordered a high state of mil-
itary alert for any attempt 
by rival North Korea to take 
advantage of the political 
turmoil.

South Korea’s finance 
minister warned on Sunday 
that the impeachment could 
weigh on the economy if 
sentiment was undermined.

Park, whose father 
ruled the country for 18 
years after seizing power 
in a military coup, has been 
accused of colluding with 

Protesters hold candles during a rally against South Korean President Park Geun-Hye  
in central Seoul, South Korea, on 10 December 2016. Photo: Reuters

Catholic church in Manila issues prayer 
against expanded death penalty

MANILA —  Roman 
Catholic churches in 
Manila on Sunday read 
a prayer against Philip-
pine President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s plans to re-im-
pose the death penalty on 
heinous crimes, including 
drug-related offences.

Last week, the justice 
panel in the lower house 
of Congress approved 
a legislative measure to 
bring back state-sanc-
tioned executions on at 
least 20 crimes, including 
rape with murder and kid-
napping-for-ransom. The 

China puts temporary ban on 
North Korean coal imports
BEIJING — China’s Com-
merce Ministry said it will 
put a temporary ban on im-
ports of North Korean coal 
as part of a UN Security 
Council resolution meant to 
deter Pyongyang from pur-
suing its nuclear weapons 
programme.

The 15-member Secu-
rity Council late last month 
put new sanctions on North 
Korea aimed at cutting its 
annual export revenue by 
a quarter after it carried out 
its fifth and largest nuclear 
test so far in September.

“To implement United 
Nations Security Council 
Resolution 2321, according 
to the People’s Republic 
of China’s Foreign Trade 
Law, imports of coal pro-
duced in North Korea tem-
porarily will be stopped,” 
the ministry said in a short 
statement on its website on 
Saturday.

China, believed to be 
the only country buying 
North Korean coal, would 
slash its imports by some 
$700 million compared 
with 2015 sales under the 
new sanctions, according to 
diplomats.

Despite its recent an-
ger at Pyongyang’s nuclear 

and missile tests, Beijing 
remains North Korea’s 
most important economic 
and diplomatic backer and 
it frequently comes under 
suspicion for not properly 
enforcing sanctions.

It said the ban will be 
in effect until the end of the 
year, though coal shipped 
before 11 December that 
was yet arrive at Chinese 
customs would be exempt.

Over the first 10 
months of this year, Chi-
na imported 18.6 million 
tonnes of coal from North 
Korea, up almost 13 per 
cent from a year ago. Coal 
is one of North Korea’s 
only sources of hard cur-
rency and its largest single 
export item.

North Korea has said 
any sanctions against its 
missile or nuclear pro-
grammes are a violation of 
its sovereignty and right to 
self-defence.

It is technically still at 
war with democratic South 
Korea because their 1950-
53 conflict ended in a truce, 
not a peace treaty. The 
North regularly threatens 
to destroy the South and the 
South’s main ally, the Unit-
ed States.—Reuters

Philippine Pesident Rodrigo Duterte speaks during the 
change of command for the new Armed Forces chief at a 
military camp in Quezon city, Metro Manila, on 7 Decem-
ber, 2016. Photo: Reuters

bill may be passed before 
Christmas.

A prayer issued by 
Cardinal Luis Antonio 
Tagle, Manila’s archbish-
op, was read in churches 
across the city on Sunday 
and called for help to work 
against the death penalty.

“There is in our land 
a cry for vengeance and a 
move to fill up death rows 
and kill offenders but dis-
guised as a call for justice,” 
the prayer read. “Let true 
and lasting justice spring 
forth.”

In 2006, then Pres-

ident Gloria Macapagal 
Arroyo abolished the death 
penalty for crimes involv-
ing drugs, rape and arson. 
Duterte and his supporters 
have sought to reinstate the 
punishment as a deterrent 
to rising crime and drug 
use.

Catholic bishops also 
oppose a separate plan in 
Congress to reduce the 
minimum age for criminal 
liability to nine from 12 
currently. They fear both 
the reduction in the liabili-
ty age and expanded use of 
capital punishment could 
escalate violence related to 
the current anti-drugs cam-
paign.

The Catholic church 
has long opposed the 
death penalty in the Phil-
ippines. About 80 percent 
of the country’s more than 
100 million inhabitants is 
Catholic.

Archbishop Socrates 
Villegas, head of the 
Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of the Philippines, had 
issued a statement strongly 
criticising the rising death 
toll in the war of drugs, 
saying government must 
respect the dignity of life 

and human rights.
More than 2,000 peo-

ple have died in police 
operations against illicit 
drugs since 1 July when 
Duterte assumed the pres-
idency. Those killed were 
mostly street level ped-
dlers and users, who police 
said had resisted arrest.

More than 3,000 oth-
ers were killed by motor-
cycle-riding masked men 
and vigilantes during the 
same period, but Duterte 
has denied the police are 
conducting extrajudicial 
killings.

Last week, senators, 
including the president’s 
close allies, criticised the 
way Duterte has carried 
out his anti-narcotics cam-
paign, saying it should be 
done within the limits of 
the law and that he must 
also punish erring police 
officers. Senators said in a 
report that while they had 
found no clear proof that 
the rising number of extra-
judicial killings was related 
to state-sponsored actions, 
they have told Duterte to 
observe due process and 
give the accused their day 
in court.—Reuters

a friend and a former aide, 
both of whom prosecutors 
indicted earlier, to pressure 
big businesses to donate to 
foundations set up to back 
her policy initiatives.

Park, who is serving a 
single five-year term ending 
in February 2018, has de-
nied wrongdoing but apolo-
gised for carelessness in her 
ties with her friend, Choi 
Soon-sil. Prosecutors on 
Sunday again characterised 
Park as a co-conspirator, 
media reported, although 

she has immunity from 
prosecution as long as she 
remains in office.

They made a similar 
assertion on 20 November. 
If the Constitutional Court 
affirms the parliamentary 
vote, Park would become 
the first democratically 
elected leader of Asia’s 
fourth-biggest economy to 
be forced from office.

“Amid so much glob-
al uncertainty, this political 
situation is further weigh-
ing on the economy and 

a downturn in sentiment 
could be another problem,” 
Finance Minister Yoo Il-ho 
told a news conference. The 
two former officials whose 
charges were reported by 
media on Sunday included 
a former senior econom-
ic aide, Cho Won-dong, 
accused of colluding with 
the president in trying to 
pressure a South Korean 
conglomerate, CJ Group, to 
dismiss a group vice chair-
man, the Yonhap News 
Agency reported.—Reuters
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North Korea’s Kim guides 
special operations drill 
targeting South
seoul — North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un guided a special op-
erations drill targeting the South, 
the North’s media reported on 
Sunday, as rival South Korea re-
mained on alert for any attempt 
by the North to take advantage of 
political turmoil in the South.

The North’s KCNA state 
news agency report did not say 
when North Korean forces con-
ducted the combat exercise, nor 
did it mention the South Korean 
parliament’s vote on Friday to 
impeach its president, Park Ge-
un-hye.

Pictures in a Sunday report 
on the exercise in the North’s Ro-
dong Sinmun newspaper showed 
what appeared to be a mockup of 
South Korea’s presidential Blue 
House as a target.

Park will remain in the Blue 
House, though her powers have 
been suspended and assumed by 

the South’s prime minister while 
the Constitutional Court weighs 
parliament’s impeachment vote.

South Korean Prime Min-
ister Hwang Kyo-ahn has urged 
a high state of military alert in 
case of any provocation by North 
Korea, including possible cyber 
attacks.

“We are ready to retaliate if 
North Korea makes any provo-
cations and we condemn its ma-
licious threat,” a South Korean 
military official told Reuters.

Tension on the divided Ko-
rean peninsula has been high this 
year after two North Korean nu-
clear tests and an unprecedented 
flurry of ballistic missile tests.

The North’s tests have 
brought tighter UN Security 
Council sanctions but no indica-
tion North Korea and its young 
leader Kim are willing to com-
promise on its nuclear and mis-

sile programmes.
The Rodong Sinmun pictures 

included one of Kim observing 
the exercise through binoculars.

“Watching the brave ser-

vice personnel independently 
and pro-actively perform their 
combat duty destroying specified 
targets of the enemy, he said with 
a broad smile on his face: ‘Well 

done, the enemy troops will have 
no space to hide themselves, 
far from taking any counterac-
tion’,” KCNA cited Kim saying. 
—Reuters

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un guides the combat drill of the service personnel of the special operation 
battalion of KPA Unit 525 in this undated photo released by North Korea’s Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) in Pyongyang on 11 December, 2016. Photo: Reuters

STOCKHOLM — Japanese  
scientist Yoshinori Ohsumi re-
ceived the Nobel Prize in physiolo-
gy or medicine for his study on cell 
recycling at a ceremony on Satur-
day in Stockholm.

“There is no greater satisfac-
tion as a scientist than seeing your 
ideas and efforts transform a field 
of research,” the 71-year-old hon-
orary professor of the Tokyo Insti-
tute of Technology said in a ban-
quet speech afterward.

Ohsumi accepted the medal 
and diploma from Swedish King 
Carl XVI Gustaf as he attended the 
Nobel Prize Award Ceremony with 
his wife Mariko. The researcher 
was the sole laureate of this year’s 
Nobel Prize in physiology or med-
icine. American musician Bob 
Dylan received the Nobel Prize in 
literature the same day. Singer Patti 
Smith sang one of his classics, “A 
Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall,” at the 
ceremony on behalf of songwriter 
who did not attend.

In Oslo, Colombian President 
Juan Manuel Santos was awarded 
the Nobel Peace Prize in a separate 
ceremony. He was recognized for 
his efforts to bring his country’s 
protracted civil war to an end.

Ohsumi was awarded the 
Nobel prize for elucidating “au-
tophagy,” an intracellular process 
that degrades and recycles pro-
teins. His discoveries are believed 
to have opened up the possibility of 
new treatments for illnesses includ-
ing cancer and Parkinson’s disease.

Autophagy, Greek for 
“self-eating,” has been known for 
over 50 years but its fundamen-

tal importance in physiology and 
medicine was only recognized af-
ter Ohsumi’s “paradigm-shifting” 
research in the 1990s, according to 
the Karolinska Institute, home of 
the Nobel Assembly.

This year’s physics Nobel 
went to David Thouless, Duncan 
Haldane and Michael Kosterlitz for 
their discoveries related to “exotic 
matter” that paved the way for new 
generations of superconductors.

Jean-Pierre Sauvage, Fraser 
Stoddart and Bernard Feringa were 
honored in chemistry for design-
ing molecular machines that can 
perform specific tasks, while Ol-
iver Hart and Bengt Holmstrom 
received the economics award for 
their contributions to contract the-
ory.—Kyodo News

Japanese scientist Yoshinori 
Ohsumi receives the Nobel Prize 
in physiology or medicine for his 
research on cell recycling, at an 
award ceremony in Stockholm on 
10 December, 2016. Photo:Kyodo Nes 

Japanese scientist 
Ohsumi receives Nobel 
Prize at ceremony

Indian ex-airforce chief arrested in 
chopper deal scandal
NEW DELHI — Indian premier 
investigating agency Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) 
has arrested former air force 
chief S.P. Tyagi and two others 
in AgustaWestland helicopter 
deal over allegations of bribery, 
officials said on Saturday.

The trio was Saturday pro-
duced in a local court in New 
Delhi, which formally granted 
their custody to the investigating 
agency for four days.

The other two include Ty-
agi’s cousin Sanjiv Tyagi and 
a Delhi-based lawyer Gautam 
Khaitan.

Investigators say they have 
enough evidence that the men 
had received kickbacks for the 
deal and extended undue favors 
to Anglo-Italian company Agus-
taWestland.

The deal is related to pur-
chase of 12 luxury helicopters 
from the company in 2010 dur-
ing Congress party rule.

The luxury helicopters were 
intended to carry Indian presi-
dent, prime minister and other 
top leaders.

In March 2013, Indian au-
thorities filed a criminal case 
against the firm and its parent 
company Finmeccanica.

The 71-year-old Tyagi, who 
retired in 2007, was called for 
questioning by CBI at their of-
fice along with the other two on 
Friday. Reports said the ques-
tioning went on for over four 
hours after which they were ar-
rested.

Tyagi is the first Indian air 
force chief, acting or retired to 
be arrested in a bribery case. The 

former air force chief has previ-
ously denied charges against 
him.

India’s defence ministry 
cancelled the 750-million-US 
dollar helicopter deal in 2014 af-
ter allegations that the company 
has paid kickbacks to Indian of-
ficials and politicians. The min-
istry announced it would carry 
out its own investigation into the 
deal.

Reports said Tyagi has 
been accused by investiga-
tors in Italy and India of abus-
ing his official position to 
push the contract in favor of  
Finnmeccanica.

India received three of the 
helicopters before the deal was 
cancelled and delivery of the 
remaining nine was stopped. 
—Xinhua

China on higher alert as smog worsens
BEIJING — China’s meteoro-
logical authority upgraded its 
smog alert from yellow to or-
ange, the second most serious 
level, on Sunday evening, as 
smog worsened in many parts 
of the country.

Parts of Beijng, Tian-
jin, Hebei, Henan, Shanxi and 
Shaanxi will be covered with 
medium-levels of smog for 24 
hours from 8 pm on Sunday, 
while some regions will experi-
ence heavy pollution with visi-
bility less than 500 meters, said 
the National Meteorological 
Center (NMC).

The NMC issued a yellow 

alert for smog Sunday morn-
ing, expecting a cold front to 
help disperse the smog Monday 
night.

China has a four-tier warn-
ing system for severe weather, 
with red being the most serious, 
followed by orange, yellow and 
blue.

When the orange alert is 
in force, outdoor activities in 
schools will be canceled and 
construction projects suspend-
ed.

Despite government efforts 
to fight pollution, frequent out-
breaks of smog have become 
increasingly common in winter 

in northern China where cold 
weather conditions and the 
burning of coal for heating com-
bine to exacerbate the situation.

In a five-year plan on en-
vironmental improvements re-
leased on 5 December, the State 
Council ordered strict controls 
on the consumption of coal, a 
major source of pollution in 
China.

Beijing, Tianjin, Hebei, 
Shandong, the Pearl River and 
Yangtze River delta regions, 
and the 10 cities with the worst 
air quality must all see a reduc-
tion in coal consumption, ac-
cording to the plan.—Xinhua
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— news in brief

Blast inside Cairo’s Coptic cathedral kills 
at least 5, injures 35
CAIRO — An explosion inside Cairo’s Coptic cathedral killed at 
least 5 people and injured 35, Egypt’s state television said.

There was no immediate claim of responsibility.
On Friday, two roadside bombs — one in Cairo and one north 

of the capital — killed six policemen and wounded six others.
Egyptian security forces are fighting an Islamist insurgency 

led by Islamic State’s branch in North Sinai, where hundreds of 
soldiers and police have been killed. The insurgents have also 
launched deadly attacks Cairo and other cities.—Reuters

Iraqi commander wounded in mortar 
attack south of Mosul
TIKRIT, Iraq — An Iraqi military commander was wounded and 
one of his bodyguards killed when Islamic State militants fired 
mortar shells at his convoy south of Mosul on Sunday, officers from 
the local military command told Reuters.

They said a convoy carrying Lieutenant-General Jumaa Inad, 
head of operations in Salahuddin province, came under attack near 
the town of Shirqat where Iraqi forces are fighting to retake an Is-
lamic State-held enclave.

He had wounds to his head and arm and was flown to a hospital 
in Erbil, they said.

The fighting around Shirqat, in Salahuddin province, is part of 
a wider military campaign against Islamic State in the north of the 
country. US-backed Iraqi force has been battling for eight weeks 
to crush the militants in Mosul, the largest city under Islamic State 
control in Iraq and Syria.

Inad was visiting troops in the village of Ganous, on the east-
ern bank of the Tigris river about 90 km (60 miles) south of Mo-
sul.—Reuters

Dozens killed in Nigerian church collapse: 
photojournalist

SYDNEY — Australia’s national carrier Qantas Airways Ltd will 
launch the first regular passenger flight directly linking Australia 
and Europe when it begins flights from Perth to London with Boe-
ing 787-9 Dreamliners, the airline said on Sunday.

“When Qantas created the Kangaroo Route to London in 1947, 
it took four days and nine stops,” Qantas chief executive officer 
Alan Joyce told a news conference in Perth.

“Now it will take just 17 hours from Perth non-stop.”
Flights on the 14,498 km (9,000 mile) route will begin in 

March 2018.
Federal Tourism Minister Steven Ciobo said Qantas would use 

Perth as a hub for passengers from eastern Australia going to Brit-
ain, and the service would boost employment and tourism.

Britain is Australia’s third-largest source of international visi-
tors with more than 660,000 people coming from there to Australia 
last year, and spending $3.7 billion, Ciobo said in a statement.

The Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners used on the route will carry 
236 passengers, Qantas said.—Reuters

Qantas to fly non-stop from Australia’s 
Perth to London

Iran Air says signs deal to buy 80 Boeing 
passenger planes
DUBAI — Iran Air said it signed a deal on Sunday to buy 80 pas-
senger planes from US aircraft maker Boeing, state news agency 
IRNA reported.

The agency quoted Farhad Parvaresh, the head of the country’s 
flag carrier, as saying that the 10-year deal included 50 Boeing 737 
aircraft and 30 777 planes.—Reuters

Lagos — Dozens of people were killed by the collapse of a 
church in southeastern Nigeria, a photojournalist who visited the 
town morgue said on Sunday, a day after the incident.

“Dead bodies are stacked on top of each other because there is 
no space,” he said. “I saw dead bodies with limbs missing.”

Police said 27 had been killed and 30 injured when the church 
in Akwa Ibom state capital Uyo collapsed during a service on Sat-
urday. State emergency agency NEMA said in a statement that six 
people had been killed and 115 injured.—Reuters

Republican wins US Senate runoff 
in Louisiana, giving party 52 seats
BATON ROUGE, La., — Re-
publican John Neely Kennedy, a 
candidate for the US Senate, won 
a runoff election in Louisiana on 
Saturday against Democrat Fos-
ter Campbell in a race that gives 
the Republicans a 52-seat majori-
ty in the chamber.

Campbell told his support-
ers in the state capital of Baton 
Rouge that he had called Ken-
nedy to congratulate him on his 
victory.

Kennedy, the state treasurer 
and the favourite going into the 
runoff, had slightly less than 61 
percent of the vote with all 3,904 
precincts reporting, according to 
the state Secretary of State’s of-
fice. Turnout was relatively low.

Kennedy, who said he will 
not move to Washington D.C. 
after a campaign spent railing 
against “insiders,” told supporters 
“I’d rather drink weed-killer than 
be anywhere else tonight,” a ref-
erence to a widely reported cam-
paign quote in which he said he 
“would rather drink weed-killer 
than support Obamacare.”

Kennedy will fill the seat 

held by outgoing Republican 
Senator David Vitter, who is re-
tiring.

In conceding, Campbell 
vowed “I’ll never stop fighting 
for working families, I’ll never 
stop working for what’s right.”

Louisiana Governor John 
Bel Edwards, a Democrat, con-
gratulated Kennedy on his victo-
ry.

“I look forward to working 
with him to secure additional 
funding for flood relief, to make 
long term investments in our in-
frastructure and to bring Louisi-
ana’s federal tax dollars home to 
help our people,” Edwards said in 
a statement.

With Kennedy’s victory, the 
Republicans will have a 52-seat 
majority in the 100-seat US Sen-
ate. Going into the general elec-
tion on 8 November, Republicans 
had a 54-seat majority.

Kennedy had campaigned on 
the popularity in his state of Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump, who 
easily won Louisiana.

Trump flew to Baton Rouge 
for an election-eve rally on Ken-

nedy’s behalf, and Vice Pres-
ident-elect Mike Pence earlier 
stumped for Kennedy as well.

Kennedy, 65, was a Demo-
crat until he switched party affil-
iation in the conservative-leaning 
state in 2007.

He had consistently polled 
well ahead of Campbell since 
placing first in the state’s 24-can-
didate free-for-all primary, which 
included former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke.

Celebrities including Patton 
Oswalt and John Leguizamo both 
actively supported Campbell’s 
losing bid.

Under Louisiana law, all 
candidates are pitted against each 
other in the November general 
election. If no candidate claims a 
majority, the top two candidates 
move to a runoff.

Also on Saturday, Republi-
cans Mike Johnson, a state rep-
resentative, and Clay Higgins 
prevailed in Congressional run-
offs, replacing representatives 
who made unsuccessful bids for 
the Senate seat won by Kennedy. 
—Reuters

Italy president likely to ask Foreign Minister 
Gentiloni to try to form government
Rome       —    Italian President Sergio  
Mattarella summoned Foreign 
Minister Paolo Gentiloni to the 
presidential palace on Sunday, 
in a strong indication that the 
head of state has chosen him to 
try to form a new government.

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Matteo Renzi resigned last week 
after losing a referendum on 
constitutional reform on which 
he had staked his job, plunging 
Italy into a government crisis.

Gentiloni, 62, is due to 
meet Mattarella at 1130 GMT. 
If, as expected, he is formally 

given the mandate, he will be-
gin consultations with political 
forces to form the next govern-
ment.

Gentiloni, a bespectacled 
former journalist, Renzi loyalist 
and member of Renzi’s Demo-
cratic Party (PD), will then re-
port back to Mattarella on his 
progress.

If Gentiloni cannot assem-
ble political backing for a new 
government, Matterella could 
ask someone else to try. Mat-
tarella consulted with around 
40 political parties over the past 

three days before summoning 
Gentiloni.

The legislature is due to 
carry on until 2018, but early 
elections could be called at any 
time once a new electoral law is 
written to replace one which is 
widely regarded as unwieldy.

Any new government will 
have to act quickly to prop up 
a teetering banking sector, in-
cluding arranging possible state 
intervention for the country’s 
third-largest bank, Monte dei 
Paschi di Siena (BMPS.MI). 
—Reuters

Italian Foreign Minister Paolo Gentiloni gestures as he talks during a joint press conference with Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Rome, Italy on 2 December 2016. Photo: Reuters
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People, Planet, Peace, Partnership and Prosperity are im-
portant for all of us. (The Sustainable Development Goals 
are a UN initiative. The Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), officially known as Transforming our world: the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development is a set of seventeen aspira-
tional “Global Goals” with 169 targets between them.) The Inter-
national Year of Co-cooperatives has provided a powerful focal 
point for the sector. It has heightened its sense of shared purpose, 
illustrated the range of activities and celebrations of the Interna-
tional Year, by the number of international conferences and sum-
mits held around the world with agreed outcome declarations, as 
well as the wide-spread take-up of the 2012 International Year 
logo by co-operatives around the world. It has raised the profile of 
co-operatives beyond the limits of the sector itself, in civil society 
and amongst governmental and inter-governmental bodies. These 
are significant achievements, but they need to be seen in the con-
text of the dominant emerging trends that are likely to shape our 
politics, societies and economies for the foreseeable future. Some 
of the most crucial Global Trends are: environmental degradation 
and resource depletion; an unstable financial sector; increasing 
inequality; a growing global governance gap; a seemingly disen-
franchised younger generation; and a loss of trust in political and 
economic organizations.

Efficient and effective implementation of business activities of 
cooperatives need to be expanded to meet the needs and wants of 
consumers.  Co-operatives already make a significant contribu-
tion towards alleviating these pressing global problems. But, with 
appropriate support and greater understanding and recognition, 
they could contribute much more. We therefore believe that the 
major priorities are to make far more people aware of the co-op-
erative form of enterprise, to provide people with the tools and 
back-up to establish, fund and develop sustainable co-operatives, 
and to remove barriers that get in their way. The challenge now is 
for the International Cooperative Alliance-ICA, national bodies, 
sector groups, co-operative societies and individual members to 
take the Blueprint for a Cooperative Decade forward, from the 
drawing board to the implementation stage.

Realizing this, it is necessary to give more choices to the peo-
ple and members of cooperatives to expand their activities to bet-
ter serve the grassroots communities. The way forward for coop-
eratives is to engage more fully on sustainable development. The 
2013 ILO/ICA Joint Survey respondents observed that the coop-
erative movement was doing better on acting local than on trans-
lating their thinking to the global level. They pointed out two crit-
ical elements in order to secure more active engagement by the 
cooperative movement on sustainable development: the Govern-
ment on provision of a supportive policy and legal framework; 
and cooperatives and their organizations in promoting the coop-
erative model as outlined in the provisions of the ILO Recommen-
dation 193 concerning the Promotion of Cooperatives.
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The way forward 
for cooperatives 
in implementation 
of SDGs

In commemoration of the 96th 
Anniversary of the University 
of Yangon, the International 

Conference of University and 
National Development was held 
on December 2, 2016 (Friday) 
from 9:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M. 
at the Conference Room, Arts 
Building, University of Yangon. 
The international conference was 
jointly organized by the Center 
of Excellence on Urban and Re-
gional Development (University 
of Yangon) and the University of 
Yangon in collaboration with the 
Institute of Geography, Univer-
sity of Cologne, Germany.

On the next day, 3rd Decem-
ber, 2016, as an active member 
of the Geographical Association 
of Myanmar (GAM) this author 
had an opportunity to attend the 
First Geographical Research 
Conference held in Arts Hall, 
University of Yangon. Actually, 
this research conference was held 
in conjunction with the Interna-
tional Conference of University 
and National Development, and 
jointly organized by the University 
of Yangon, Asia Research Centre 
and Geographical Association of 
Myanmar (GAM). Deputy Di-
rector-General (DHE), Ministry 
of Education, President (GAM), 
Prof. Frauke Kraas (University 
of Cologne, Germany) made their 
keynote speeches respectively 
at this auspicious event. Twelve 
research papers on various aspects 
were submitted to the First Geo-

graphical Research Conference.
The University of Yangon was 

established in 1920 and is the oldest 
university of Myanmar. On the 
occasion of its 96th Anniversary 
in 2016, it is the aim of the inter-
national conference to contribute 
to the important role of universities 
to national development. Multidis-
ciplinary topics, approaches and 
perspectives were applied in order 
to support a vivid exchange beyond 
disciplinary borders and to enhance 
scientific networks.

The major aims of the interna-
tional conference were . . . . .

1) to create a platform of 
academic discussion for Myanmar 
scholars on the role of universities 
to the development of the country,

2) to open the discussions 
within the University of Yangon 
to connected institutions and to the 
wider public, and

3) to enhance the relationship 
between the University of Yangon 
and international universities.

Main topics of panel sessions 
were found to be -

1. Challenges for the devel-
opment of Myanmar

2. Improving university re-
search in Myanmar

3. Future of cities, towns, and 
rural communities in Myanmar

With regard to the First Geo-
graphical Research Conference, 
the author would like to briefly 
highlight some salient points on 
Geographic Science and Nation-
al Development in general and 

the Geographical Association of 
Myanmar (GAM) in particular .
Introducing Geography

Geography is initially defined 
as the systematic study for the un-
derstanding of the Planet–Earth 
or the Global Village inhabited by 
man. Today, the geographic disci-
pline encompasses a much deeper 
and wider scope. Geography is the 
science that examines and explains 
spatial variations, differences, sim-
ilarities, disparities, and all the pat-
terns and processes of development. 
Geography provides a scientific 
interpretation on all phenomena that 
occur on the surface of the earth.
Early Background

Geography has an early history, 
dating back to about 2500 years ago. 
The first university (of the western 
style) was established at Bologna 
in Italy. In 1870, Geography was 
a subject taught at German–speak-
ing universities in Europe, and 
departments of Geography were 
also set up.

In Myanmar, Yangon Univer-
sity (then Rangoon University) was 
established in 1920. The Department 
of Geography was set up in 1924, 
and it is the oldest departments in the 
University of Yangon. Although it 
was planned at the very beginning, 
teaching of geography in the Uni-
versity of Yangon started in 1924 
with Professor Dr. L.D. Stamp. 
In June 1951, Dr. Daw Thin Kyi 
became professor and head of the 
Department of Geography. The 
number of teaching staff gradually 
increased. Plans for centennial 
celebrations of both University of 
Yangon and teaching of geography 

in the University of Yangon are 
already being drawn up.
World Geographical Societies

World Geographical Societies 
appeared since the early part of the 
nineteenth century.

Among these are shown below.
􀂙 Royal Geographic Society 

(RGS), 1830
􀂙 International Geographical 

Union (IGU), 1922
􀂙 Association of American 

Geographers (AAG), 1930
􀂙 Institute of British Geogra-

phers (IBG), 1933
Formation of the Geographical 
Association of Myanmar (GAM)

Concerted efforts for the for-
mation of the Geographical Asso-
ciation of Myanmar (GAM) had 
been taken since the last forty years 
ago (1973, 1980, 1992, and 2004). 
In line with the guide lines for the 
legal formation of associations, the 
application for the Association was 
again submitted to the departments 
concerned in March, 2012. Per-
mission to form the Geographical 
Association of Myanmar (Regis-
tration No. 2139) was obtained on 
September 4, 2013.

The first Annual General 
Meeting of GAM was held at the 
Diamond Jubilee Hall of the Uni-
versity of Yangon on December 
27, 2015. Since its inauguration, 
the total number of GAM members 
has been gradually increasing, and 
now it has reached more than 900 
members so far.
Aims of the GAM

The Five Major Aims of the 
GAM are –

a) to work for the sustainable 

development of Geographic Dis-
cipline

b) to support and contribute 
towards the national development 
of Myanmar through Geographic 
Science

c) to promote awareness of 
Geographic Concepts among the 
public in Myanmar

d) to promote closer relation-
ship and cooperation among the 
members of GAM

e) to get closer contact and 
collaboration with other Societies 
of Geography far and near across 
the globe (IGU inclusive)
Activities of the GAM

Future activities of the GAM 
are primarily –

(a) to hold forums, research 
conferences, talks, workshops and 
training programmes

(b) to print and publish all as-
pects related to the AIMS of GAM 
through a journal (annual/biannual) 
[GAM has already published two 
volumes of the journal entitled–

The Environmental World 
–Vol.(1), No.1 and Vol.(2), No. 1]

(c) to prepare, print and publish 
geographic knowledge through 
newsletters, books, maps, and teach-
ing aids for the public and students

(d) to establish a systematic 
and modern library of Geography 
(e-library inclusive)

(e) to accomplish other activ-
ities that meet the AIMS of GAM
Location of GAM

The tentative address of GAM 
is No. 7–A, Tawwin Street, 9th 
mile, Mayangon Township, Yangon 
City. Yangon Office Phone is 09 
420 184379 whereas Mandalay 

Office Phone No. is either 09 256 
000800 or 09 796 922203. E–mail: 
myanmargeography@gmail.com 
and Website: www.geography-
myanmar.org. In the near future, the 
GAM is moving to its new address in 
Dagon Myothit (North) Township.

The Republic of the Union 
of Myanmar and Geographic 
Discipline In Myanmar, there was 
a time when Arts subjects, including 
Geography, were taught

at Basic Education High 
Schools. However, it is no lon-
ger the case at most of the High 
Scholars. As such, it is anticipated 
that Myanmar will soon face the 
danger of Geographic Ignorance 
and Geographic Illiteracy. In 
order to produce good citizens 
in Myanmar, this author is quite 
confident to say that it is necessary 
and essential to teach Geography 
as a “core subject” at High Schools 
like it was before AD 2000.

Geography focuses on “loca-
tion or place” while History gives 
its focus on “time”.

Both Geography and History 
are very important foundation 
subjects for Myanmar. Each and 
every item of news includes place 
and time. So does every happening 
or event that takes place or location. 
Geography and History should 
not be ignored. Smart geographers 
and historians are able to make 
good assessment, evaluation and 
analysis of strength, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats in most 
situations. Myanmar will always 
need their assistance.

Why study Geography?
There has never been a better 

or more important time to study 
Geography. With growing interest 
in issues such as climate change, 
migration, environmental degrada-
tion and social cohesion, Geography 
is one of the most relevant courses 
you could choose to study.

Geographers are also highly 
employable in many countries. 
Whatever your passion for the 
world - fascination with landscapes 
or concerns about inequality – 
Geography will provide you with 
knowledge and transferable skills 
that will reward you personally and 
advance you professionally.

Geographic Information can 
be defined as information about 
objects or phenomena that are as-
sociated with a location relative to 
the surface of the earth, and GIS is a 
technology used to collect, manage, 
analyze and report geographically 
referenced information in the form 
of maps or other output. GIS is 
rapidly becoming a generic skill 
and a requirement for many jobs. 
It is integral to problem-solving 
activities. It is encouraging, in these 
days of abundant distractions and 
ever-increasing demands upon our 
time, that a Geographical Society 
can not only flourish but grow. The 
author hopes it says that we care 
very much

about our world. Geography 
may not be the sexiest word in the 
Myanmar language, but when you 
think of what Geography can help 
you understand, the list is almost 
endless. For example,

• From volcanoes & earth-
quakes to surfing & white-water 
rafting.

Prof. Maung Maung Aye (Geography)

• From water wars to where you 
get the best cocktails,

• From world music to choosing 
where to ski.

• From commodity trading to 
conflict resolution,

• From migration to music,
• From the melting of glaciers 

to the food on your plate,
• From why Kenyans win mar-

athons so often to why people face 
death to cross borders.

Geographers may not have all 
the answers, but in all these areas 
they can give you the information 
that matters.
Pledge of the GAM

The Geographical Association 
of Myanmar (GAM) will strive its 
utmost for the realization of its aims. 
Together with other civil societal 
organizations, it will participate 
actively for the development of a 
peaceful, modern and developed 
federal democratic country.

In conclusion, the author would 
like to express his heartfelt grati-
tude to the Convening Committee 
or Organizing Committee of the 
Conference as well as individuals 
and institutions to whom sincere 
thanks are due.

The author would like to wish 
all of GAM patrons and members the 
best of health, prosperity, success, 
peacefulness and happiness. The 
author is looking forward to meeting 
all of GAM members again at the 
Second Geographical Research 
Conference which is expected to be 
held in any one of other major cities 
in Myanmar (may be Mandalay, 
Taunggyi, Pathein, etc.). The author 
firmly believe in his own longlasting 
motto such as “No Geography, 
No Development”. Therefore, to 
sum up, the author’s final remark 
is “Geography is indispensable to 
understanding and developing the 
present and future world”

*****

TRADITIONAL New Year Festi-
val of the Naga people is planned 
to be held in Lahe, a town in Naga 
Hills of Sagaing Region, next 
year on a grand scale.

The annual Naga New Year 
Festival, one of the most interest-
ing festivals in Myanmar, takes 
place every January in the remote 
mountainous area that is home to 
the Naga ethnic tribe to pray for 
a good New Year and a bountiful 
harvest. 

Some local and international 
visitors come to the remote area 
self-administered by the Naga 
people to enjoy the daily life 
culture of residents, discover the 
traditional Naga ceremonial pole, 
stay in a traditional tent and try 
local foods and rice wines.

The festival is also popular 
with photographers, who take 
pictures of the hill tribe people, 

enjoy the scenery of the upper 
parts of the Chindwin river, meet 
more minorities of Naga tribes 
and trek through Naga land.

Located in Hkamti District in 
Sagaing Region in northwestern 
Myanmar, the Naga self-adminis-
tered zone consists of three town-
ships— Leishi, Lahe and Nanyun. 
The festival is held alternately in 
those towns to host all the Naga 
sub tribes. 

“After a meeting among 
heads of tribes, we decided to cel-
ebrate this year’s festival in Lahe, 
hoping to see a wide range of tra-
ditional dances and songs. In only 
Lahe Township, there are around 
35 tribes,” said U Kal, a repre-
sentative of Lahe constituency. 

The New Year Festival was 
held in Nanyun in 2014, Leishi 
in 2015 and Lahe in 2016.—Min 
Wai (Monywa)

Naga people to celebrate 
traditional New Year 
Festival in Lahe 

Naga people dancing at the traditional New Year festival held last year in Lahe. Photo: Min Wai (Monywa)

Myanmar TV stars team com-
prising local famous singers, mod-
els and actors will travel to China 
to make two travel programs, Let’s 
go to China and Travelling in Chi-
na, from Dec.15 to 27, said U Wai 
Min Maung, chairman of Myan-
mar Media 7, production company, 
Saturday.

The travel programs will be 
made by touring four cities in Chi-
na, namely Shanghai, Hangzhou, 
Suzhou and Yangzhou.

The famous rappers Hlwan 
Paing, Kyaw Htut Swe and Bobby 
Soxer will join the program as well 
as Pop singer, Bunny Phyo.

The popular actors Min 
Thway and A Lin Yaung, actress 
Khin Lay New, Miss Suprana-
tional Myanmar 2013 and ac-
tress, Khin Wint Wah, model, 
singer and Miss World Myanmar 
2014, Wine Lay and singer and 
model, Nan Thuzar, will also cast 

in two programs.
Let’s go program which is 

popular among local youths has 
been broadcast for four years and 
filmed in a lot of Asian and West-
ern countries while Travelling in 
China is a newly designed pro-
gram.

Yang Shouzheng, Counselor 
of Chinese Embassy in Myanmar, 
said that the embassy helped the 
team in visa cases and travel plan-
ning as China and Myanmar have 
deep friendship and the embassy 
wants to show Myanmar people 
about the political, economic and 
social situations of China through 
the program.

Hlwan Paing, a famous rap-
per, said that he is very excited to 
travel to China and expressed his 
thanks to the Chinese Embassy.

Both programs will be broad-
cast on local MNTV and Channel 9 
in February next year.—Xinhua

Myanmar TV stars to 
produce traveling 
programs in China
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Turkey says Kurdish militants may be behind deadly soccer bombing
ISTANBUL  —  Turkey said on 
Sunday that Kurdish militants may 
be responsible for the two bombs 
that killed 29 people and wound-
ed 166 in an apparent coordinated 
attack on police outside a soccer 
stadium in Istanbul after a match 
between two top teams.

The blasts on Saturday night 
— a car bomb outside the Voda-
fone Arena home to Istanbul’s 
Besiktas soccer team followed by 
a suicide bomb attack in an adja-
cent park less than a minute later 
— shook a soccer-mad nation still 
trying to recover from a series of 
deadly bombing this year in cities 
including Istanbul and the capital 
Ankara.

There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility, but Deputy 
Prime Minister Numan Kurtulmus 
said that early indications pointed 
to the outlawed Kurdistan Work-
ers Party (PKK), which has carried 
out a three-decade armed insur-
gency, mainly in Turkey’s large-
ly Kurdish southeast. Ten people 
have been detained so far, he said.

“The arrows point at the 
PKK,” Kurtulmus told broadcaster 
CNN Turk in an interview. “There 
will be an announcement once the 
investigations are over. We cannot 

Police forensic experts examine the scene after a blast in Istanbul, Turkey, on 11 December 2016. Photo: 
Reuters

say anything definite for now.”
He said Turkey’s allies should 

show solidarity with it in the fight 
against terrorism, a reference to the 
long-standing disagreement with 
fellow NATO member Washing-
ton over Syria policy. The United 

States backs the Syrian Kurdish 
YPG in the fight against Islamic 
State. Turkey says that the militia 
is an extension of the PKK and a 
terrorist group.

Flags were to be flown at half 
mast and Sunday was declared 

a day of national mourning, the 
prime minister’s office said in a 
statement.

President Tayyip Erdogan 
cancelled a planned trip to Ka-
zakhstan, his office said. Erdogan 
described the blasts as a terrorist 

attack on police and civilians. He 
said the aim of the bombings, two 
hours after the end of a match at-
tended by thousands of people, 
had been to cause the maximum 
number of casualties.

“Nobody should doubt that 
with God’s will, we as a country 
and a nation will overcome terror, 
terrorist organisations ...and the 
forces behind them,” he said in a 
statement.

“It was like hell. The flames 
went all the way up to the sky. I 
was drinking tea at the cafe next to 
the mosque,” said Omer Yilmaz, 
who works as a cleaner at the near-
by Dolmabahce mosque, directly 
across the road from the stadium.

“People ducked under the ta-
bles, women began crying. Foot-
ball fans drinking tea at the cafe 
sought shelter, it was horrible,” he 
told Reuters.

Turkey faces multiple securi-
ty threats. In addition to the Kurd-
ish insurgency, it is also battling 
Islamic State as a member of the 
US-led coalition against the Sunni 
hardline group. Less than a week 
ago, Islamic State urged its sup-
porters to target Turkey’s “securi-
ty, military, economic and media 
establishment”.—Reuters

Russian airstrikes force 
Islamic State retreat in 
Syria’s Palmyra — monitor

FILE PHOTO Syrian army soldiers drive past the Arch of Triumph in the 
historic city of Palmyra, in Homs Governorate, Syria in this 1 April 2016. 
Photo : Reuters

amman — Russian airstrikes 
forced Islamic State fighters to 
retreat to the outskirts of Palmyra 
on Sunday, a day after they had 
stormed the ancient city in eastern 
Syria, a war monitor said.

The militants were now fight-
ing in orchards on the fringe of 
Palmyra, the British-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
said.

Russia’s Defence Minis-
try said its jets had launched 64 
strikes and killed more than 300 
militants during the operation, 
backing up the Syrian army.

Islamic State fighters had 
gained control of some oil and 

gas fields around the city during 
their advance which started on 
Thursday, the monitor said. They 
had also been pushing towards 
the nearby T4 air base — used 
by Russian forces supporting the 
Syrian army.

It was not immediately clear 
who now controlled the fields, in-
cluding al Mahr and Jazal.

The city had been recaptured 
from the militants last March, in 
what was hailed as a major victo-
ry for the government and the big-
gest reversal for Islamic State in 
Syria since Russia’s intervention, 
which turned the tide of the con-
flict in Assad’s favour. —Reuters

US Defence Secretary Carter in Iraq for talks on Mosul
baghdad — US Defence 
Secretary Ash Carter arrived in 
Baghdad on Sunday for talks with 
Iraqi leaders on the US-backed 
military campaign against Islam-
ic State militants in Mosul, the 
Pentagon said.

Iraqi forces, backed by a US-
led coalition, have been battling 
Islamic State in Mosul for eight 
weeks. The army has recaptured 
about a quarter of the city, but has 
faced major counter attacks by 
the retreating jihadists.

Carter said last week the bat-
tle for Mosul, while hard, could be 
complete before President-elect 
Donald Trump takes office next 
month. That, however would re-
quire a significant acceleration in 
the Iraqi army’s progress.

The Pentagon said Carter 
would meet Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi, the president 
of the Kurdish region Massoud 
Barzani and the commander of 
the US-led coalition supporting 

Members of the Iraqi Army fire towards Islamic State militant 
positions at the south of Mosul, Iraq on 10 December, 2016.  
Photo: Reuters

Iraqi forces, US Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Steve Townsend.

He will “thank US, coalition, 
and Iraqi troops engaged in the 
counter-ISIL campaign, survey 

key locations directly supporting 
the battle for Mosul, and discuss 
the next steps in the fight” against 
Islamic State, it said in a state-
ment.—Reuters

Oil truck fireball kills at least 42 in 
central Kenya — aid worker
NAIVASHA (Kenya)  —  A fire-
ball from an oil lorry engulfed 
vehicles on one of Kenya’s main 
highways, killing at least 42 peo-
ple late on Saturday, a rescue 
worker at the scene said.

The tanker lorry rammed 
into vehicles north of the central 
town of Naivasha then explod-
ed, an official with the National 
Disaster Management Author-

ity said. “More bodies are still 
trapped inside the burned vehi-
cles,” Red Cross volunteer Moha 
Maris told Reuters.

The government gave a low-
er death toll. “The information 
that we have is that 13 vehicles 
were involved and so far we 
have retrieved 33 bodies,” Irun-
gu Nyakera, Principal Secretary 
at the Ministry of Transport and 

Infrastructure, told a news con-
ference.

An official in Naivasha said 
50 people were being treated in 
several hospitals for burns, eight 
of them in a serious condition.

In 2009, more than 100 
people burned to death near the 
central town of Molo after a lor-
ry carrying petrol caught fire. 
—Reuters
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WHO urges Trump to expand Obamacare, 
ensure healthcare for all
GENEVA — The World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
on Friday urged US Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump 
to expand Obamacare and 
ensure all Americans have 
access to healthcare.

The real estate magnate 
takes office next month after 
promising to repeal outgoing 
President Barack Obama’s 
signature healthcare policy 
which helped millions more 
Americans get medical in-
surance but has been a target 
of Republican attacks.

Agnes Soucat, the 
WHO’s director of health 
system governance and fi-
nancing, said there were 
various ways of providing 
health cover to more people, 
and it amounted to “polit-
ical choices.” “We as the 
WHO really encourage the 
new administration to make 
sure that the social contract 
is expanded and that all US 
citizens have access to health 
care,” Soucat told a news 
briefing in Geneva.

The United States is 
the only country among the 
35 member states of the Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development 

(OECD) not to provide uni-
versal health care, a key UN 
Sustainable Development 
Goal for 2030, she said.

The Affordable Care 
Act, known commonly as 
Obamacare, has provided 
some 25 million previously 
uninsured Americans with 
health cover. Republicans 
say it has created unwarrant-
ed government intervention 
in personal healthcare and 
private industry.

Trump in late Novem-
ber picked Republican US 
Representative Tom Price, 
an orthopedic surgeon from 
Georgia and Obamacare crit-
ic, to be his health secretary. 
Price has long championed a 
plan of tax credits, expanded 
health savings accounts, and 
lawsuit reforms to replace 
Obamacare.

Republicans are di-
vided over how quickly an 
Obamacare repeal should go 

into effect, with some say-
ing a delay would give them 
time to work on a replace-
ment, instead of throwing 
millions of Americans out of 
their health insurance with 
no substitute. “There are 
different strategies to make 
universal health care particu-
larly pro-poor,” Soucat said. 
“So what we are saying is, 
yes, this would be a setback 
if people would lose cover-
age.”—Reuters

The US Food and Drug 
Administration said on 
Friday it had issued warn-
ing letters to four tobacco 
manufacturers for selling 
flavoured cigarettes labe-
led as cigars.

The privately owned 
companies — Swisher 
International Inc, Chey-
enne International LLC, 
Prime Time International 
Co and Southern Cross 
Tobacco Co Inc — are 
selling the products under 
brands such as “Swisher 
Sweets”, “Cheyenne”, 
“Prime Time” and “Criss-
Cross” in youth-appeal-
ing flavours such as 
grape, wild cherry and 
strawberry, the FDA said.

About 90 per cent 
of adult daily smokers 
smoked their first ciga-
rette by the age of 18, the 
agency said.

“Flavoured ciga-
rettes appeal to kids and 
disguise the bad taste of 
tobacco, but they are just 
as addictive as regular to-
bacco products and have 
the same harmful health 

effects,” Mitch Zeller, 
director of the FDA’s 
Center for Tobacco Prod-
ucts, said in a statement.  	
  The Tobacco Control 
Act, which was signed 
into law in 2009, banned 
cigarettes containing 
candy or fruit flavors, to 
reduce the likelihood of 
smoking and addiction to 
tobacco among youth.

The FDA said that 
while the products in 
question were labeled 
as cigars, they met the 
definition of cigarettes 
in the Act because they 
were likely to be offered 
to or bought as cigarettes 
based on their appear-
ance, packaging and la-
beling.

The agency has 
asked the manufactur-
ers to respond within 15 
working days of receiv-
ing the letter.

Failure to obey fed-
eral tobacco law may 
result in civil money 
penalties, criminal pros-
ecution, seizure, and/or 
injunctions.—Reuters

Cathey Park of Cambridge, Massachusetts wears a cast for her broken wrist with ‘’I Love 
Obamacare’’ written upon it prior to US President Barack Obama’s arrival to speak about 
health insurance at Faneuil Hall in Boston on 30 October, 2013. Photo: Reuters

FDA warns four companies 
for labeling flavoured 
cigarettes as cigars

YGN TO ICN ICN TO YGN
 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	KE-472	 23:30	 7:50	 Daily

 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	KE-471	 18:30	 22:30	 Daily

NYT to BKK BKK TO NYT
 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	PG-722	 19:50	 22:50	 1,3,4,5,6,7

 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	PG-721	 17:20	 19:20	 1,3,4,5,6,7

MDL TO DMK DMK TO MDL
 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	FD-245	 12:55	 15:15	 Daily

 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	FD-244	 11:10	 12:25	 Daily

BKK TO MDLMDL TO BKK
 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	PG-710	 14:10	 16:35	 Daily

 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	 PG-709	 12:00	 13:20	 Daily

MDL TO KMG KMG TO MDL
 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	MU-2030	 14:25	 17:15	 Daily

 Flight no.	 Dep	 Arv	 Days
	MU-2029	 13:20	 13:15	 Daily	 Flight no. Dep Arv Days

 CA-415 10:50 11:30 Daily
 MU-2031 14:00 14:30 Daily
 MU-2011 08:20 11:55 3

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 NH-814 22:10 06:45 Daily

YGN TO DAC

CNX TO YGNYGN TO CNX

YGN TO SGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-942 12:10 14:55 2,3,4,5,7

SGN TO YGN

KMG TO YGNYGN TO KMG

YGN TO NRT NRT TO YGN

YANGON TO BANGKOK

YGN TO DMK

YGN TO SIN

YGN TO TPE

YGN TO CAN

YGN TO HKG

BANGKOK TO YANGON

DMK TO YGN

SIN TO YGN

TPE TO YGN

CAN TO YGN

HKG TO YGN

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-231 8:20 12:40 Daily
 SQ-997 10:25 15:10 Daily
 MI-515 14:20 18:50 1,3,5
 MI-519 17:35 22:10 Daily
 MI-522 16:20 20:50 4,6
 MI-533 13:35 20:50 2
 3k-584 19:40 00:10 Daily
 3K-582 11:35 16:05 1,3,4,5,6,7
 TR-2823 9:45 2:15 1,2,4,5,6,7
 UB-001 7:30 11:45 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-232 13:40 15:15 Daily
 SQ-998  07:55  09:20 Daily
 MI-522 11:30 15:30 4,6
 MI-518 15:15 16:40 Daily
 MI-516 12:00 13:25 1,3,5
 MI-533 11:30 12:45 2
 3K-583 17:30 19:00 Daily
 3k-581 09:10 10:40 1,3,4,5,6,7
 TR-2822 7:20 8:45 1,2,4,5,6,7
 UB-002 13:00 14:30 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CI-7916 10:50 16:10 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CA-416 12:30 16:00 Daily
 MU-2032 15:30 18:50 Daily
 MU-2012 12:55 19:55 3

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KA -251 1:05 5:25 Daily
  UB-8027 09:00 13:30 1,3,5,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KA-250 21:50 23:45 1,3,5,7
 KA-252 22:20 00:10 2,4,6
 UB-8028 14:50 16:20 1,3,5,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-012 12:30 15:45 7
 8M-712 14:15 15:50 2,4,5,7
 CZ-3055 8:40 10:35 3,6
 CZ-3055 14:40 16:40 1,5

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CI-7915 7:00 9:50 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-251 7:15 8:00 Daily
 FD-255 11:35 12:25 Daily
 FD-253 16:20 17:05 Daily
 FD-257 20:15 21:10 Daily
 DD-4234 10:30 11:15 Daily
 DD-4230 6:30 7:15 Daily
 DD-4238 19:25 20:15 Daily
 SL-200 08:45 10:00 Daily
 SL-206 17:10 18:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 TG-303 8:00 8:45 Daily
 TG-2351 10:10 11:00 1,5,6,7
 TG-301 13:15 14:00 Daily
 TG-305  18:05 18:50 Daily
 PG-701 8:45 9:40 Daily
 PG-707 13:45 14:40 Daily
 PG-703 16:45 17:35 Daily
 PG-705 20:30 21:45 Daily
 8M-336 10:15 11:00 Daily
 8M-332 19:20 20:05 Daily
 UB-020 10:35 11:10 3,5
 UB-018  21:05 21:35 Daily
 UB-020 11:30 12:05 1,6,7

YGN TO PEK PEK TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CA-906 23:50 0550+1 3,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CA-905 19:30 22:50 3,5

YGN TO HAN HAN TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-956 19:10 21:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-957 16:40 18:10 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-943 9:25 11:10 2,3,4,5,7

YGN TO ICN ICN TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KE-472 23:30 7:50 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KE-471 18:30 22:30 Daily

YGN TO DOH DOH TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 QR-919 8:05 11:30 1,4,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 QR-918 20:10 5:20 3,5,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 NH-813 11:00 16:30 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG -724 13:40 15:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
  PG-723 12:00 12:55 Daily

DAC TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 BG-061 16:45 18:30 1,3,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
  BG-060 13:30 16:00 1,3,6

YGN TO KUL KUL TO YGN

AIRLINE CODES

8M = Myanmar Airways International
BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines
MH = Malaysia Airlines
MU = China Eastern Airlines
NH = All Nippon Airways
SQ = Singapore Airways
PG = Bangkok Airways
UB = Myanmar National Airlines
VN = Vietnam Airline
3K = Jet Star AK = Air Asia
AI = Air India CA = Air China
CI = China Airlines CZ = China Southern
DD = Nok Airline FD = Air Asia 
KA = Dragonair KE = Korea Airlines 
MI = Silk Air QR = Qatar Airways 
TG = Thai Airways TR = Tiger Airline

DAY
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

NYT to BKK BKK TO NYT
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG-722 19:50 22:50 1,3,4,5,6,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG-721 17:20 19:20 1,3,4,5,6,7

MDL TO DMK DMK TO MDL
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-245 12:55 15:15 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-244 11:10 12:25 Daily

MDL TO SIN SIN TO MDL
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MI-533 15:45 20:50 2
 MI-522 14:15 20:15 4,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MI-522 11:30 13:20 4,6
 MI-533 11:30 14:50 2

BKK TO MDLMDL TO BKK
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG-710 14:10 16:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
  PG-709 12:00 13:20 Daily

MDL TO KMG KMG TO MDL
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MU-2030 14:25 17:15 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MU-2029 13:20 13:15 Daily 

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-252  8:30 10:15 Daily
 FD-256  12:55 14:20 Daily
 FD-254 17:35 19:25 Daily
 FD-258 21:40 23:30 Daily
 DD-4231 08:00 9:45 Daily
 DD-4235  12:00 13:45 Daily
 DD-4239 21:00 22:45 Daily
 SL-201 11:00 13:35 Daily  
 SL-207 19:45 21:45 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-012 07:00 11:30 7
 8M-711 8:40 13:15 2,4,5,7
 CZ-3056 11:35 15:50 3,6
 CZ-3056 17:40 22:20 1,5

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 TG-304  09:50 11:45 Daily
 TG-2302 15:00 16:55 1,5,6,7
 TG-302 15:00 16:55 Daily
 TG-306 19:50 21:45 Daily  
 PG-706 6:00 8:15 Daily
 PG-702 10:30 12:25 Daily
 PG-708  15:30 17:25 Daily
 PG-704 18:20 20:15 Daily
 8M-335  7:30 9:15 Daily
 8M-331  16:30 18:15 Daily
 UB-017 15:45 19:15 2,4,6,7  
 UB-017 17:45 19:15 1,3,5
 UB-019 8:00 9:30 3,5,7
 UB-019  8:55 10:25 1,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 AK-505 8:30 12:45 Daily
 AK-503 19:10 23:30 Daily
 8M-501 16:00 20:15 2
 8M-501 11:45 15:45 1
 MH-741 11:15 15:40 Daily
 MH-743 16:00 20:15 1,4,6,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 AK-504 6:55 8:00 Daily
 AK-502 17:20 18:30 Daily
 8M-502 16:45 17:45 1
 8M-502 21:10 22:10 2
 MH-742 13:55 15:05 1,4,6,7
 MH-740 09:10 10:15 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CA-415 10:50 11:30 Daily
 MU-2031 14:00 14:30 Daily
 MU-2011 08:20 11:55 3

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 NH-814 22:10 06:45 Daily

YGN TO DAC

CNX TO YGNYGN TO CNX

YGN TO SGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-942 12:10 14:55 2,3,4,5,7

SGN TO YGN

KMG TO YGNYGN TO KMG

YGN TO NRT NRT TO YGN

YANGON TO BANGKOK

YGN TO DMK

YGN TO SIN

YGN TO TPE

YGN TO CAN

YGN TO HKG

BANGKOK TO YANGON

DMK TO YGN

SIN TO YGN

TPE TO YGN

CAN TO YGN

HKG TO YGN

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-231 8:20 12:40 Daily
 SQ-997 10:25 15:10 Daily
 MI-515 14:20 18:50 1,3,5
 MI-519 17:35 22:10 Daily
 MI-522 16:20 20:50 4,6
 MI-533 13:35 20:50 2
 3k-584 19:40 00:10 Daily
 3K-582 11:35 16:05 1,3,4,5,6,7
 TR-2823 9:45 2:15 1,2,4,5,6,7
 UB-001 7:30 11:45 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-232 13:40 15:15 Daily
 SQ-998  07:55  09:20 Daily
 MI-522 11:30 15:30 4,6
 MI-518 15:15 16:40 Daily
 MI-516 12:00 13:25 1,3,5
 MI-533 11:30 12:45 2
 3K-583 17:30 19:00 Daily
 3k-581 09:10 10:40 1,3,4,5,6,7
 TR-2822 7:20 8:45 1,2,4,5,6,7
 UB-002 13:00 14:30 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CI-7916 10:50 16:10 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CA-416 12:30 16:00 Daily
 MU-2032 15:30 18:50 Daily
 MU-2012 12:55 19:55 3

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KA -251 1:05 5:25 Daily
  UB-8027 09:00 13:30 1,3,5,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KA-250 21:50 23:45 1,3,5,7
 KA-252 22:20 00:10 2,4,6
 UB-8028 14:50 16:20 1,3,5,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-012 12:30 15:45 7
 8M-712 14:15 15:50 2,4,5,7
 CZ-3055 8:40 10:35 3,6
 CZ-3055 14:40 16:40 1,5

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CI-7915 7:00 9:50 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-251 7:15 8:00 Daily
 FD-255 11:35 12:25 Daily
 FD-253 16:20 17:05 Daily
 FD-257 20:15 21:10 Daily
 DD-4234 10:30 11:15 Daily
 DD-4230 6:30 7:15 Daily
 DD-4238 19:25 20:15 Daily
 SL-200 08:45 10:00 Daily
 SL-206 17:10 18:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 TG-303 8:00 8:45 Daily
 TG-2351 10:10 11:00 1,5,6,7
 TG-301 13:15 14:00 Daily
 TG-305  18:05 18:50 Daily
 PG-701 8:45 9:40 Daily
 PG-707 13:45 14:40 Daily
 PG-703 16:45 17:35 Daily
 PG-705 20:30 21:45 Daily
 8M-336 10:15 11:00 Daily
 8M-332 19:20 20:05 Daily
 UB-020 10:35 11:10 3,5
 UB-018  21:05 21:35 Daily
 UB-020 11:30 12:05 1,6,7

YGN TO PEK PEK TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CA-906 23:50 0550+1 3,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 CA-905 19:30 22:50 3,5

YGN TO HAN HAN TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-956 19:10 21:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-957 16:40 18:10 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 VN-943 9:25 11:10 2,3,4,5,7

YGN TO ICN ICN TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KE-472 23:30 7:50 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 KE-471 18:30 22:30 Daily

YGN TO DOH DOH TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 QR-919 8:05 11:30 1,4,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 QR-918 20:10 5:20 3,5,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 NH-813 11:00 16:30 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG -724 13:40 15:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
  PG-723 12:00 12:55 Daily

DAC TO YGN
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 BG-061 16:45 18:30 1,3,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
  BG-060 13:30 16:00 1,3,6

YGN TO KUL KUL TO YGN

AIRLINE CODES

8M = Myanmar Airways International
BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines
MH = Malaysia Airlines
MU = China Eastern Airlines
NH = All Nippon Airways
SQ = Singapore Airways
PG = Bangkok Airways
UB = Myanmar National Airlines
VN = Vietnam Airline
3K = Jet Star AK = Air Asia
AI = Air India CA = Air China
CI = China Airlines CZ = China Southern
DD = Nok Airline FD = Air Asia 
KA = Dragonair KE = Korea Airlines 
MI = Silk Air QR = Qatar Airways 
TG = Thai Airways TR = Tiger Airline

DAY
1 = Monday
2 = Tuesday
3 = Wednesday

4 = Thursday
5 = Friday
6 = Saturday
7 = Sunday

NYT to BKK BKK TO NYT
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG-722 19:50 22:50 1,3,4,5,6,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG-721 17:20 19:20 1,3,4,5,6,7

MDL TO DMK DMK TO MDL
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-245 12:55 15:15 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-244 11:10 12:25 Daily

MDL TO SIN SIN TO MDL
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MI-533 15:45 20:50 2
 MI-522 14:15 20:15 4,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MI-522 11:30 13:20 4,6
 MI-533 11:30 14:50 2

BKK TO MDLMDL TO BKK
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 PG-710 14:10 16:35 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
  PG-709 12:00 13:20 Daily

MDL TO KMG KMG TO MDL
 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MU-2030 14:25 17:15 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 MU-2029 13:20 13:15 Daily 

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 FD-252  8:30 10:15 Daily
 FD-256  12:55 14:20 Daily
 FD-254 17:35 19:25 Daily
 FD-258 21:40 23:30 Daily
 DD-4231 08:00 9:45 Daily
 DD-4235  12:00 13:45 Daily
 DD-4239 21:00 22:45 Daily
 SL-201 11:00 13:35 Daily  
 SL-207 19:45 21:45 Daily

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 8M-012 07:00 11:30 7
 8M-711 8:40 13:15 2,4,5,7
 CZ-3056 11:35 15:50 3,6
 CZ-3056 17:40 22:20 1,5

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 TG-304  09:50 11:45 Daily
 TG-2302 15:00 16:55 1,5,6,7
 TG-302 15:00 16:55 Daily
 TG-306 19:50 21:45 Daily  
 PG-706 6:00 8:15 Daily
 PG-702 10:30 12:25 Daily
 PG-708  15:30 17:25 Daily
 PG-704 18:20 20:15 Daily
 8M-335  7:30 9:15 Daily
 8M-331  16:30 18:15 Daily
 UB-017 15:45 19:15 2,4,6,7  
 UB-017 17:45 19:15 1,3,5
 UB-019 8:00 9:30 3,5,7
 UB-019  8:55 10:25 1,6

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 AK-505 8:30 12:45 Daily
 AK-503 19:10 23:30 Daily
 8M-501 16:00 20:15 2
 8M-501 11:45 15:45 1
 MH-741 11:15 15:40 Daily
 MH-743 16:00 20:15 1,4,6,7

 Flight no. Dep Arv Days
 AK-504 6:55 8:00 Daily
 AK-502 17:20 18:30 Daily
 8M-502 16:45 17:45 1
 8M-502 21:10 22:10 2
 MH-742 13:55 15:05 1,4,6,7
 MH-740 09:10 10:15 Daily
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV XETHA BHUM VOY. NO (  )

Consignees of cargo carried on MV XETHA 
BHUM VOY. NO ( ) are hereby notified that the ves-
sel will be arriving on 12.12.2016 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S REGIONAL CONTAINER 
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

Britain’s Secretary of State for Defence Michael Fallon 
leaves after attending a cabinet meeting at Number 10 
Downing Street in London, Britain on 8 September, 2015. 
Photo: Reuters

Britain says West cannot treat 
Russia as an equal partner

LONDON — Britain’s 
defence minister said on 
Sunday he was ready to 
work with his new US 
counterpart but that West-
ern nations could not treat 
Russia as an equal partner 
as Moscow was a strategic 
competitor.

Several appointments 
by US President-elect Don-
ald Trump have suggested 
his administration could 
forge warmer relations 
with Russia’s Vladimir Pu-
tin, worrying several Eu-
ropean allies, especially in 
eastern Europe.

“I’m ready to work 
with the new Secretary of 
Defence Jim Mattis... to be 
strong against Russian ag-
gression towards NATO, 
to de-escalate tensions 
with Moscow and as I said 
to continue to work with 
Russia on how we get to-
wards a settlement in Syr-
ia,” Michael Fallon told the 
BBC.

“That can’t be treating 
Russia as an equal. Russia 
is a strategic competitor 
to us in the West and we 
have to understand that,” 
he said.

Trump is expected to 
name the chief executive 
of Exxon Mobil Corp as 
secretary of state, a source 
told Reuters on Saturday, 
an appointment that would 
put in place an official with 
close ties to the Russian 
government. Fallon also 
emphasised Britain’s sup-
port for Saudi Arabia af-
ter foreign minister Boris 
Johnson told an audience 
that the Saudis, Iran and 
others were “puppeteering 
and playing proxy wars.”

A spokeswoman for 
Prime Minister There-
sa May said earlier in the 
week that Johnson’s views 
did not reflect the govern-
ment’s position on Saudi 
Arabia and its role in the 
region.—Reuters

Leader of Macedonian ruling party VMRO-DPMNE and former Prime Minister Nikola 
Gruevski and his wife Borkica greet supporters during an election campaign rally in 
Ohrid, Macedonia, on 21 November, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Veteran leader Gruevski seeks 
comeback in Macedonian poll
SKOPJE— Macedonia’s 
veteran nationalist leader 
Nikola Gruevski sought 
re-election as prime min-
ister on Sunday, in a vote 
called almost a year after 
his government stepped 
down amid protests over 
alleged corruption.

Most recent opinion 
polls have shown a lead 
for his centre-right VM-
RO-DPMNE — the par-
ty that has led governing 
coalitions in the former 
Yugoslav republic for the 
best part of a decade.

His main challenger 
is the Social Democrat-
ic Union of Macedonia 
(SDSM) whose leader, 
Zoran Zaev, accused the 
government last year 
of wiretapping tens of 
thousands of citizens and 
released recordings ap-
pearing to implicate the 
government in corrup-
tion. Gruevski denied any 
wrongdoing.

“I am hoping that 
this madness will stop af-
ter the election. I hope a 
better party will win, the 
one that promises more 
jobs and a better econ-
omy,” said unemployed 
52-year-old Orde Serafi-
movski.

A caretaker govern-
ment is currently in place, 
under the terms of an 
EU-brokered deal to end 
the political crisis in the 
landlocked nation of 2.1 

million people.
The European Un-

ion had long criticised 
Gruevski’s record on de-
mocracy and the rule of 
law, but also needs Mac-
edonia’s cooperation to 
help contain its migration 
crisis. The country sits on 
a major migration route 
into the bloc.

Macedonia is a candi-
date to join the European 
Union but has never be-
gun accession talks, partly 
because of criticism of its 
reform record and because 
of an entrenched row with 

neighbouring EU mem-
ber Greece over the name 
Macedonia, which also be-
longs to a northern Greek 
province.

“I am hoping that 
VMRO will win,” said 
Toni Mihajlovski, a 
52-year-old worker at a 
grocery store in Skopje.

He said he was con-
cerned that if the SDSM 
won, Albanians would be 
given more autonomy and 
the government would 
make concessions over the 
name issue to get the EU 
membership talks started. 

“I am afraid if the other 
party wins there would be 
no Macedonia.”

Eleven parties and 
coalitions are running, in-
cluding four representing 
the ethnic Albanian com-
munity, which accounts 
for around a third of the 
population. Traditionally, 
an Albanian party joins a 
coalition government as 
junior partner.

The polls close at 
1800 GMT. Preliminary 
results are expected after 
2000 GMT, and a final re-
sult on Tuesday.—Reuters

Trump likely to name Exxon CEO 
secretary of state 
BALTIMORE — US Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump is 
expected to name the chief 
executive of Exxon Mobil 
Corp as the country’s top 
diplomat, a source familiar 
with the situation said on 
Saturday, an appointment 
that would put in place an 
official with close ties to the 
Russian government.

News of Tillerson’s 
possible appointment comes 
as US intelligence analysts 
have concluded that Russia 
intervened in the 2016 elec-
tion to help Trump win the 
White House.

The choice of Tillerson 
further stocks Trump’s Cab-
inet and inner circle with 
people who favor a soft line 
toward Moscow.

Tillerson, 64, has driv-
en Exxon’s expansion in 
Russia for decades and 
opposed US sanctions im-

posed on Russia for its sei-
zure of Crimea. Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
awarded Tillerson Russia’s 
Order of Friendship, one of 
the country’s highest civil-
ian honours. Exxon’s Till-
erson emerged on Friday as 
Trump’s leading candidate 
for US secretary of state 
over 2012 Republican pres-
idential nominee Mitt Rom-
ney and three other people.

Tillerson met with 
Trump for more than two 
hours at Trump Tower on 
Saturday morning. It was 
their second meeting about 
the position this week.

The source, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
said Tillerson was the ex-
pected pick but cautioned 
no formal offer had yet been 
made.

A senior official on the 
Trump transition team said 

the president-elect was close 
to picking Tillerson.

Trump spokesman Ja-
son Miller said no announce-
ment on the high-profile job 
was forthcoming in the im-
mediate future.

“Transition Update: No 
announcements on Secre-
tary of State until next week 
at the earliest. #MakeAmer-
icaGreatAgain,” he tweeted.

Trump on Saturday 
attended the Army-Navy 
football game in Baltimore, 
where he was joined by for-
mer New York Mayor Rudy 
Giuliani, who withdrew 
from consideration as secre-
tary of state on Friday.

NBC News, which first 
reported the development, 
said Trump would also 
name John Bolton, a former 
US ambassador to the Unit-
ed Nations, as deputy sec-
retary of state. As Exxon’s 

CEO, Tillerson oversees 
operations in more than 50 
countries, including Russia.

In 2011, Exxon signed 
a deal with Rosneft, Rus-
sia’s largest state-owned oil 
company, for joint oil explo-
ration and production. Since 
then, the companies have 
formed 10 joint ventures for 
projects in Russia.

Tillerson and Rosneft 
chief Igor Sechin announced 
plans to begin drilling in the 
Russian Arctic for oil as part 
of their joint venture, in spite 
of US sanctions.

In July, Tillerson was 
one of the highest-profile 
US representatives at the 
St Petersburg International 
Economic Forum, one of 
Putin’s main investment fo-
rums, even as Washington 
had been taking a harder line 
than Europe on maintaining 
sanctions.—Reuters
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Dusk falls over Parliament Square outside the Supreme Court after the third day of the challenge against a court ruling 
that Theresa May’s government requires parliamentary approval to start the process of leaving the European Union, in 
central London, Britain, on 7 December 2016. Photo: Reuters

UK government facing new Brexit court case 

US researchers develop device to 
harvest energy from human motion

LONDN — Opponents to 
Britain leaving the Euro-
pean Union will launch a 
fresh legal action this week, 
which could further ham-
per Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s Brexit plans, The 
Sunday Times reported.

The newspaper said 
campaigners will write to 
the UK government on 
Monday saying they are 
taking it to the High Court 
in an effort to keep Britain 
in the single market.

It said the claimants 
will seek a judicial review 
in an attempt to give law-
makers a new power of veto 
over the terms on which 
Britain leaves the EU.

They argue the gov-
ernment “has no mandate” 
to withdraw from the single 
market because it was not 
on the referendum ballot 
paper on 23 June and was 
not part of the ruling Con-
servative Party’s manifesto 
for the 2015 general elec-
tion.

May has said she wants 
to invoke Article 50 of the 
EU’s Lisbon Treaty by the 
end of March, kicking off 
up to two years of exit ne-
gotiations.

However the High 
Court ruled last month that 
Article 50 cannot be trig-
gered without parliament’s 

assent. That ruling is being 
challenged by the govern-
ment in Britain’s Supreme 
Court.

The Sunday Times 
said the new court case 
hinges on whether the gov-
ernment would also have 
to trigger another legal 
measure — Article 127 of 
the European Economic 

Area agreement — in or-
der to quit the single mar-
ket.

It said ministers argue 
Britain automatically exits 
the single market when it 
quits the EU. 

But, it said if the 
claimants win the new 
case, the government 
would have to gain the ap-

proval of lawmakers.
The Department for 

Exiting the European  
Union could not be imme-
diately reached for com-
ment.

A group of British and 
Irish lawyers are also seek-
ing to challenge Britain’s 
decision to leave the EU in 
the Irish High Court to try 

to establish if Brexit can be 
reversed once divorce talks 
have been triggered.

Pro-Brexit critics 
have cast the legal battles 
as an attempt by a pro-EU 
establishment to thwart the 
result of the referendum, 
when Britons voted by 
52-48 percent to leave the 
EU.—Reuters

BOGOTA — Five Colom-
bian soldiers have been res-
cued after their helicopter 
crashed on Friday between 
the Caribbean islands of 
Providencia and San An-
dres, the Colombian navy 
said on Saturday.

In the helicopter were 
travelling police officer, 
Andrew Lopez, helicopter 
technician, Farid Mendez, 
coastguard officer, David 
Naranjo, the co-pilot, Julio 
Cortes and the pilot Jose 
Arevalo. 

However, the helicop-
ter was also transporting 
presumed drug trafficker, 
Rafael Tobias, who is miss-
ing. Tobias was recently 
captured and charged for 
trafficking and was being 
transported from Providen-
cia to San Andres to face 
trial. 

“We are intensifying 
the search for the missing 
person reinforced by a navy 
ship,” said Admiral Andres 
Vasquez in a statement, af-
ter stating the rescue of the 
five soldiers happened suc-
cessfully on Friday night.

According to Vasquez, 
the helicopter went down 
around 14 nautical miles 
from San Andres but the 
cause of the crash has not 
been established.—Xinhua

Five Colombian 
soldiers rescued 
after helicopter 
goes down at sea

LOS ANGELES — The 
movement of finger swipes 
may soon be able to charge 
our cellphones.

Researchers at Mich-
igan State University has 
created a new way to har-
vest energy from human 
motion, using a flexible, 
thin and non-toxic device 
that actually can be folded 
to create more power.

The research, fund-
ed by the National Sci-
ence Foundation, suggests 
“we’re on the path toward 
wearable devices powered 
by human motion,” said 
Nelson Sepulveda, associ-
ate professor of electrical 
and computer engineering 
and lead investigator of the 
project.

The completed device 
is called a biocompatible 
ferroelectret nanogenera-
tor, or FENG, in the jour-
nal Nano Energy.

Demonstration videos 
show that with the low-
cost device, the scientists 
successfully operated an 
LCD touch screen, a bank 
of 20 LED lights and a 
flexible keyboard, all with 
a simple touching or press-
ing motion and without the 
aid of a battery.

The device can be 
adapted to many applica-
tions and sizes. The nano-
generator used to power 
the LED lights was palm-
sized, while the device 
used to power the touch 
screen was as small as a 
finger.

According to the 
study, the film-like sub-
strate consists of a silicone 
wafer, which is fabricated 
with several layers, or thin 
sheets, of environmentally 
friendly substances includ-
ing silver, polyimide and 
polypropylene ferroelec-

tret. The layers are infused 
with ions.

When the device is 
compressed by human 
motion, or mechanical en-
ergy, electrical energy is 
created. Impressively, the 
device also becomes more 
powerful when folded.

“What I foresee, rela-
tively soon, is the capabil-
ity of not having to charge 
your cell phone for an en-
tire week, for example, be-
cause that energy will be 
produced by your move-
ment,” said Sepulveda in a 
statement.

Researchers believe 
FENG is “a promising and 
alternative method in the 
field of mechanical-energy 
harvesting,” which is aid-
ed by its advantages, such 
as light weight, flexible, 
biocompatible, scalable, 
low-cost and robust.—
Xinhua

Hotline: 	 09-974424848Advertise with us.
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The cast and crew pose on the red carpet while a ‘Storm Trooper’ walks by as they arrive at the world pre-
miere of the film ‘Rogue One: A Star Wars Story’ in Hollywood, California, US, on 10 December, 2016.  
Photo: Reuters

‘Star Wars’ enters ‘grittier’ new chapter with ‘Rogue One’ premiere
LOS ANGELES — With a new 
band of rebels and a high-stakes 
journey, “Star Wars” ushered in 
a new chapter on Saturday by 
bringing a galaxy far, far away 
to the heart of Hollywood for the 
“Rogue One” premiere.

Directed by Gareth Edwards, 
“Rogue One” is the first stan-
dalone film in Disney’s “Star 
Wars” reboot. It stars a brand 
new cast in a storyline that does 
not follow the third trilogy that 
started with last year’s hit, “The 
Force Awakens”.

Ben Mendelsohn, who plays 
Imperial Commander Orson 
Krennic, described “Rogue One” 
as “the really tough cousin” to 
previous “Star Wars” films.

“People are going to under-
stand exactly where it lives in 
the ‘Star Wars’ world and time-
line, and I feel like this is a much 
grittier, harder-edged film and it 
really packs a hell of a wallop,” 
Mendelsohn told Reuters on the 
red carpet, which featured a life-
size Rebel Alliance X-Wing jet.

“Rogue One”, in theaters on 
16 December, follows Jyn Erso 
(Felicity Jones), the daughter 
of a weapons specialist who 

has been in hiding under an-
other name for years. Her fate 
is quickly tied in with Rebel 
Alliance pilot Cassian Andor, 
played by Diego Luna, and Im-

perial pilot Bodhi Rook, played 
by Riz Ahmed, who defects 
from the dark side.

The trio band together with 
more rebels to fight the evil 

Darth Vader’s plans for interga-
lactic domination.

Jones described Erso as “a bit 
of a tomboy”, saying she had 
prepare intensely for the role’s 

physical demands.
“I had to be in the gym for far 

too long, which I have to say is 
not enjoyable. But for the sake 
of ‘Star Wars’, I was prepared to 
do it,” she said.

The movie explores the jour-
ney preceding the events that 
launched George Lucas’ inter-
galactic saga with 1977’s “Star 
Wars: Episode IV - A New 
Hope”. The audience at Holly-
wood’s Pantages Theater were 
among the first to see the full 
movie, and cheered as homages 
and references were made to the 
previous films.

The diverse cast boasts Mex-
ican actor Luna, British-Paki-
stani actor Ahmed, Danish actor 
Mads Mikkelsen and Chinese 
actors Donnie Yen and Wen 
Jiang.

“All my friends ... said ‘We’re 
so excited for you. You’re the 
first Chinese actor that’s going to 
be in the ‘Star Wars’ universe,’ 
and everything just dawned on 
me,” Yen said.

“This is history making here, 
so I’m so glad that I’m stand-
ing here in front of the camera.” 
—Reuters

Singer Bob Dylan performs during a segment honoring Director Martin 
Scorsese, recipient of the Music+ Film Award, at the 17th Annual Crit-
ics’ Choice Movie Awards in Los Angeles on 12 January, 2012.   
Photo: Reuters

From afar, Dylan muses on honour 
and surprise of Nobel prize

STOCKHOLM — Nobel lau-
reate Bob Dylan sent a message 
on Saturday thanking the Swed-
ish academy for awarding him 
the Nobel prize for literature, an 
honor the American singer and 
songwriter believed was about as 
likely as “standing on the moon.”

“I’m sorry I can’t be with 
you in person, but please know 
that I am most definitely with you 
in spirit and honoured to be re-
ceiving such a prestigious prize,” 
Dylan said in a speech read by 
Azita Raji, the US ambassador to 
Sweden, at the Nobel banquet.

He also expressed his huge 
surprise at receiving the award.

“If someone had ever told 
me that I had the slightest chance 

of winning the Nobel Prize, I 
would have to think that I’d have 
about the same odds as standing 
on the moon,” he said.

The media-shy Dylan final-
ly accepted the 8 million Swed-
ish crown ($870,000) prize for 
literature, after frustrating the 
award-giving academy with 
weeks of silence following the 
announcement of the award on 
13 October. But he chose not to 
attend the festivities.

His absence has been wide-
ly debated in Sweden in recent 
weeks, where the Nobel prize 
is a huge source of pride. One 
member of the academy accused 
Dylan of being “arrogant” and 
“rude” as the singer remained 

silent after the award was an-
nounced.

In his place singer Patti 
Smith performed Dylan’s “A 
Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall” at 
the award ceremony earlier in 
the day. A nervous Smith for-
got the lyrics and had to start 
over but still received emphatic 
applause at the end.

While Dylan was absent, all 
other laureates, which include 
Japan’s Yoshinori Ohsumi for 
medicine and Britain’s Duncan 
Haldane for physics, accepted 
a medal and a diploma from 
the hand of the Swedish King 
Carl XVI Gustaf before attend-
ing the banquet at Stockholm’s 
City Hall for about 1,300 peo-
ple.

In a Nordic country prid-
ing itself on its modernity, the 
Nobel banquet is vestige of old-
world luxury that every year 
brings together royalty and the 
powerful in politics and busi-
ness with some of the world’s 
top scientific minds. The dress 
code is white tie and tails for 
men and gowns for women.

The prize was introduced 
in 1901 according to the will of 
Alfred Nobel, a Swedish inven-
tor and industrialist, five years 
after his death in 1896.

The prizes in Physics, 
Chemistry, Physiology or Med-
icine, literature and economic 
science are awarded in Stock-
holm, Sweden, while the Nobel 
Peace Prize is awarded in Oslo, 
Norway. —Reuters

China-Cambodia Film Tour 
kicks off in Cambodia
PHNOM PENH — A 25-day Chi-
na-Cambodia Film Tour kicked 
off here on Sunday, aiming at en-
hancing cultural ties and promot-
ing people-to-people relations be-
tween the two countries, officials 
said.

Four famous Chinese films 
— The Piano In A Factory, Wolf 
Totem, Go Away Mr. Tumor, and 
The Smile of Angkor — along 
with three Cambodian movies 
had been selected for screening at 
the film tour, which started from 
Phnom Penh capital to seven 
provinces around the kingdom’s 
Tonle Sap Lake.

Speaking at the inaugural 
ceremony at the iconic Chak To-
muk Theater in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodian Culture and Fine Arts 
Secretary of State Khim Sarith 
said the ticket-free event would 
enable Cambodian people to bet-
ter understand about the cultural 
values of the two countries.

“For decades, Chinese mov-
ies have been very popular among 
Cambodian audience,” he told the 
ceremony with about 500 spec-
tators. “A large number of Chi-
nese films have been screened at 
cinemas and television channels 
across Cambodia.”—Xinhua

Thanda Hlaing, one of Myanmar famous models and public 
figures, introduces Europe’s No. 1 home appliances of Beko and 
Ariston at the sale promotion at the Ocean Centre (Shwegondine) 
on 11 December. Photo: Ye Htut Tin
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France's Hollande 
opens replica of 
Lascaux prehistoric 
art caves
Paris — French President 
Francois Hollande on Satur-
day opened a new replica of 
the famous Lascaux caves 
where prehistoric hunters 
painted hundreds of imag-
es of animals like aurochs, 
horses and deer on the cave 
walls.

Discovered by four 
teenagers in 1940, the rock 
displays in southwestern 
France are some of the rich-
est collection of paintings 
from the Paleolithic era, 
and one of the most impor-

tant archeological finds of 
the 20th century. The caves 
were closed to the public in 
1963 in order to preserve 
the paintings. There have 
been several earlier replicas 
built, but smaller and with 
less detail. The new replica, 
which cost 66 million euros 
($70 million), is housed in 
a new building at the foot 
of the hill in the Dordogne 
region where the original 
paintings are. Authorities 
expect some 400,000 visi-
tors per year. —Reuters

General view of Lascaux 4, a 
new complete replica of the orig-
inal prehistoric painted caves, in 
Lascaux, France, December 10, 
2016. Photo: Reuters

Christian artist and sculptor Naser Jeldha gestures during 
an interview with Reuters in his studio in Gaza City De-
cember 4, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Artist works to preserve Christian heritage in Hamas-run Gaza
GAZA — Only about 1,200 
Christians remain in Gaza 
— only a tiny fraction of the 
population in a territory run 
by Hamas Islamists — but 
artist Naser Jeldha is doing 
what he can to preserve its 
Christian heritage through 
art.

In his studio in the heart 
of old Gaza, not far from 
a 5th century Orthodox 
church, Jeldha spends his 
days carving religious fig-
urines, chiselling low-relief 
carvings of Biblical scenes 
and painting portraits of Je-
sus, Mary Magdalene and 
the saints.

"My message is about 
my religion," said the 
grey-bearded 57-year-old, 
a member of the Greek Or-
thodox community.

"I want to make it 
visual, I want to make peo-
ple see it, not only to be kept 
as texts in church."

As he works, steel-
rimmed spectacles perched 
on his nose, Jeldha listens to 
Byzantine prayer music that 
echoes softly around the 
studio, creating an atmos-
phere from another era.

The walls are covered 
in his pictures, with more 

China’s famous Buddhist 
mountain to launch “smart” 
tourism programme
TAIYUAN — Mount 
Wutai, one of China's four 
sacred Buddhist moun-
tains, has signed an agree-
ment with Shanxi Cable 
and Broadcasting Infor-
mation Network to launch 
a smart tourism service 
around Mount Wutai, the 
management committee 
of the scenic area said on 
Sunday.

With a planned in-
vestment of 4.5 million 
yuan (650,000 US dollars), 
the programme named 
"smart Mount Wutai" will 
offer free wi-fi service, a 
network system providing 
services, including an in-
telligent voice guide, ticket 

booking, as well as hotel 
and restaurant information 
to tourists.

As part of the prov-
ince's plan to build smart 
tourism, the programme 
will provide more con-
venience to Mount Wutai 
tourists.

Added to UNES-
CO's World Heritage List 
in 2009, Mount Wutai is 
home to about 50 Buddhist 
temples built between the 
1st century and early 20th 
century.

The site is in Wutai 
County, Xinzhou City in 
Shanxi Province, 230 km 
from the provincial capital, 
Taiyuan.—Xinhua

laid out on the arms of 
chairs and sofas, and others 
propped on a 150-year-old 
Russian piano in the cor-
ner. As well as painting and 
sculpture, Jeldha plays the 
accordion, piano and guitar.

In the run up to Christ-
mas - celebrated on Jan. 7 in 
the Orthodox church - Jeld-
ha is busy making pieces 
as gifts for friends and rel-
atives. While he has been an 
artist for 35 years, he does 
not display his works or of-
fer them for sale. Instead, 
he presents them as gifts at 
weddings or events on the 
Christian calendar. He does, 

however, have plans for a 
public showing soon.

In the next two weeks, 
he is also hoping he will be 
one of about 800 Christians 
granted a permit by Isra-
el to leave Gaza and travel 
to Bethlehem, in the Israe-
li-occupied West Bank, to 
attend prayer services in Je-
sus's birthplace.

"We have applied for 
permits and if we get them 
I intend to travel with my 
family," said Jeldha, who 
is determined to remain in 
Gaza despite the departure 
of many Christians over the 
last decade in the face of ris-

ing economic hardship.
While Gaza's Chris-

tians generally enjoy good 
relations with their Muslim 
neighbours, there have been 
isolated attacks by hardline 
Salafist groups on Christian 
tombs and symbols.

Hamas, the Islamist 
movement that has ruled 
Gaza since 2006, is keen 
to ensure the Christian 
community feels safe and 
protected. Its leaders oc-
casionally visit the heads 
of the three Gaza churches 
to build stronger relations. 
Jeldha acknowledged that 
the economy was suffering, 
with the blockade imposed 
by Israel and Egypt, a move 
to pressure Hamas, limiting 
trade, driving up costs and 
causing despair.

Despite that, Jeldha, 
whose white front door is 
adorned with a small cross 
painted in blue, said he 
would never leave. "I have 
lived in this neighbourhood 
for 54 years. I have brother-
ly and wonderful relations 
with Muslims," said the fa-
ther of four. "Gaza is beau-
tiful and I will not leave it...I 
do not feel I am a stranger 
here." —Reuters

SantaCon coming to town
Los Angeles — From 
Boston to Austin and 
Chicago to Los Angeles, 
revelers across the United 
States will be donning red 
and white suits this week-
end to mark the world-
wide SantaCon holiday 
pub crawl.

The annual, often 
inebriated gatherings of 
people dressed as Santa 
Claus as they go barhop-
ping will be held in 380 
cities in the United States 
and 51 countries, accord-
ing to SantaCon.info.

The website, which 
bills itself as the estab-
lished authority on the 
event, lists details of fes-
tivities around the globe, 
discounts on Santa Claus 
costumes and advice on 
how to avoid ticket scams 
for the events which are 
mostly free.

But while the faux 
Santas are counting 
on a fun-filled day and 
evening, some bar own-
ers and local officials are 
bracing for the worst af-
ter previous events ended 
with complaints of drunk-
en and disorderly behav-
ior, public urination and 
arrests.

Norman Siegel, the 
New York lawyer who 
represents SantaCon, ac-
knowledged that in the 
past the festival in the 
city had been marred by 
drunken incidents but this 
year organizers are aim-
ing for no, or very few 
arrests or summons. “We 
have established a coop-
erative, working relation-
ship with the New York 
Police Department, which 
is very positive,” he said 
in an interview.—Xinhua
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Arsenal go top, Vardy hat-trick lights up Leicester
LONDON— Arsenal shoved 
Chelsea off the top of the table 
but Leicester City’s Jamie Vardy, 
with a dazzling hat-trick, was the 
man of the moment on Saturday 
as the struggling Premier League 
champions blew aside Manchester 
City 4-2. With Chelsea chasing a 
ninth win in a row when they host 
West Bromwich Albion on Sun-
day, when third-placed Liverpool 
also host West Ham United, Arse-
nal seized their chance to take the 
overall lead by beating Stoke City 
3-1 at the Emirates. The London 
rivals are now tied on 34 points, 
and have the same goal difference 
of 21, but Arsenal edged ahead 
with 36 goals scored to Chelsea’s 
32.

Vardy, hero of last season’s 
fairytale title triumph, finally 
ended his 16-match goalscoring 
drought for the club with a brace in 
the first 20 minutes at a rainswept 
King Power Stadium.

The Foxes, making a non-
sense of their miserable recent 
form, raced into a three-goal lead 
against Pep Guardiola’s expen-
sively assembled side and England 
striker Vardy completed his first 
Premier League triple in the 78th 
from the tightest of angles.

“It was the true Leicester 
today, maybe because we have 
played so badly in our last few 
matches, but today we were so 
strong,” happy manager Claudio 
Ranieri told the BBC.

“I am very pleased for Jamie. 
When he finished I said ‘Oh, wel-

come back’.” Manchester City 
stayed fourth on 30 points and risk 
being overtaken by Tottenham 
Hotspur, who take on Manchester 
United at Old Trafford on Sunday, 
while Leicester moved up to 14th 
on 16 points. On a bumper day for 
goals, the Premier League saw six 

home sides score three or more 
times on a single day for the first 
time since May 1993. The goals 
kept coming at Arsenal, where a 
rash challenge by Granit Xhaka on 
Joe Allen gave Charlie Adam the 
chance to put Stoke ahead from the 
spot, on the Scot’s 31st birthday, 

and he despatched it without fuss.
Goals either side of halftime 

by Theo Walcott and Mesut Ozil, 
who netted with a rare header, put 
Arsenal back in front against a side 
that had never taken a point off 
them at the Emirates.

Walcott stabbed in Hector 

Bellerin’s low cross for the equal-
iser three minutes before the break 
and Ozil’s looping header made it 
2-1 five minutes after the interval.

Substitute Alex Iwobi then 
ran through to give Arsenal the 
two-goal victory they needed to 
top the table.—Reuters

Arsenal’s Granit Xhaka in action with Stoke City’s Mame Biram Diouf during the match of the Premier League between  Arsenal v Stoke City  at 
the Emirates Stadium  on 10 December, 2016. Photo: Reuters

LONDON — Pep Guardiola was 
hailed as the best thing to hap-
pen to English football when he 
swanned into Manchester City at 
the start of this season and imme-
diately swept all before him with 
10 cultured victories in a row.

Yet if that all seemed too good 
to be true, City fans now know it 
really was. In the subsequent 15 
matches in all competitions, Guar-
diola’s team have won just four 

times. One of those was a stellar 
night against Barcelona but they 
have too often flattered to deceive.

If that was all worrying 
enough, Saturday’s 4-2 defeat 
at Leicester City was positively 
alarming, a shambolic perfor-
mance with a striking absence of 
the pass-and-move crispness of the 
best Guardiola teams and show-
casing real defensive deficiencies.

It left City fourth in the table, 

four points behind leaders Arsenal, 
but they could be seven points off 
the pace should Chelsea beat West 
Bromwich Albion on Sunday.

It is far from a calamity for 
City but as Guardiola tried to ex-
plain away the defeat afterwards, 
there were hints that, after his tri-
umphs in Spain and Germany, he 
is finding the manic puzzles of the 
Premier League rather harder to 
solve.

“I have tried to control games 
so we concede few goals in my 
career as a coach, and here I can-
not do that, and I have to analyse 
why,” he told reporters afterwards, 
promising to work overtime to put 
things right.

He has always said he would 
not dilute the way he goes about 
playing in the Premier League but 
asked if he would compromise on 
his philosophy, he said: “I have to 
improve to solve that, yeah, that’s 
true.” There was also an intriguing 
exchange in light of City’s fragility 
about his approach to on-field du-
els. “I’m not a coach for the tack-
les, so I don’t train the tackles,” he 
said.—Reuters

Guardiola facing searching questions 
as City slump

 Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola looks dejected Action during 
the match between Leicester City and Manchester City  at the  King 
Power Stadium on 10 December, 2016. Photo: Reuters

BARCELONA — Real Madrid 
captain Sergio Ramos again 
came to his side’s rescue as they 
snatched a dramatic 3-2 victory 
over Deportivo La Coruna on 
Saturday to keep Zinedine Zi-
dane’s side six points clear at the 
top of La Liga and set a club re-
cord 35 games unbeaten.

Ramos, the scorer of Real’s 
90th-minute equaliser last week 
against Barcelona, headed in 
Toni Kroos’ corner in the 93rd 
minute to complete a stunning 
turnaround after former Real for-
ward Joselu threatened to unravel 
the unbeaten run.

Joselu struck twice in the 
space of two minutes to cancel 
out Alvaro Morata’s stunning 
second-half strike in the 63rd 
minute and gave Deportivo a 
shock 2-1 lead in the 65th by 
knocking in a low cross from 
Florin Andone.

Real youngster Mariano 
Diaz scored his first league goal 
to level in the 88th and preserve 

the unbeaten run but yet again 
Ramos had the final say.

“When you fight until the 
end things go your way. They pe-
nalised our errors but in the end 
when you work hard you get re-
sults,” said Ramos.

“I’m happy that I keep scor-
ing goals and above all we keep 
completing our objectives.”

Zidane, who rested sever-
al players, including Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Karim Benzema, 
was also without Gareth Bale, 
who has an ankle injury — only 
the second time since the Welsh-
man joined that Real have been 
without any of their famous BBC 
strike force of Bale, Benzema 
and Ronaldo for a league game.

The win keeps them top of 
La Liga on 37 points, six clear 
of nearest challengers Barce-
lona, who won 3-0 at Osasu-
na thanks to two second-half 
strikes from talisman Lionel 
Messi and an opener from Luis 
Suarez.—Reuters

Ramos stages another 
late show to snatch 
dramatic win for Real


