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Rakhine State Government, UNHCR
deliver aid to villages in northern Rakhine

THE aid from United Nations
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees reached conflict areas in
Rakhine State yesterday while
the Rakhine State Government
is speeding up its distribution of
aid relief to villagersin the area.

Officials of the UN body
and Rakhine State Chief Minis-
ter U Nyi Pu visited the villages
in Maungtaw Township yester-
day and delivered humanitarian
aid relief supplies from the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner
for RefugeessUNHCR to the
villagers.

During the trip, U Nyi Pu
and Mr Christopher Carter, the
Assistant UN Resident Repre-
sentative, distributed kitchen
utensils and household goods
to 27 families with 150 people
in Shwebaho Village in Gaw-
duthara Village-tract and to 20
families in Myaung Village in
Duchiyartan Village-tract.

Chief Minister of Rakhine
State U Nyi Pu also held talks
with Mr Itaru Furuta, an of-
ficer at the UN World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), at his office on
Thursday.

At the meeting, they dis
cussed matters related to send-
ing aid relief to conflict areas in
Maungtaw.

Regarding the aid supply
to Maungtaw, Chief Minister U
Nyi Pu said that Rakhine State
Government did not block aid
relief supplies from any inter-
national organizations.

The State Counsellor has
instructed the government to
speed up aid supplies to the are-

Mr Christopher Carter delivers aid to villagers from Muslim community in Maungtaw in northern Rakhine.
PHoto: INFORMATION TEAM OF THE STATE COUNSELLOR’'S OFFICE

as to be able to sufficiently sup-
ply the humanitarian aid relief to
the areas, he added.

WEFP launched distribution
of aid relief to Maungtaw today,
according to the Rakhine State

Information and Public Rela-
tions Department.

The government allowed
United Nations agencies to re-
sume aid delivery to Maungtaw
on November 9; however, access

to some villages in the area was
restricted by “security reasons’.

Kofi Annan, the former
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral and chairman of the Advi-
sory Commission on Rakhine

State, visited the northern areas
of Rakhine State last weekend
and observed the situation there.

“We had the opportunity
to hold a high-level discussion.
We were told that humanitari-
an access will be given for aid
to reach the needy,” Mr. An-
nan told reporters in Yangon on
Tuesday.

Mr Kofi Annan called for
stability in the state to effectu-
ate development of the region,
which has been the site of sev-
eral armed attacks on police out-
posts.

With the assistance of the
National Disaster Management
Committee, the Rakhine State
Government provided humani-
tarian aid relief to 1,288 house-
holds in 19 villages in Maung-
taw Township for the third time
on 8th December.

One day after Mr. Annan’s
remarks, Dr Win Myat Aye, Un-
ion Minister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement, held a
coordination meeting with the
Rakhine State Government and
aid groups of the government
office in Sittway, calling on aid
groups to strike a proper balance
between security and freedom in
providing aid to the two commu-
nities in conflict areas in north-
ern Rakhine State.

The Union minister also
stressed the need to make efforts
to ease tensions between the
two communities while provid-
ing humanitarian aid to make
fair efforts in accordance with
the law.

See page 3 >>

Legal action to be taken against the Independent
Daily for fabricated news on State Counsellor

At such a time when false accu-
sations are being made against
Myanmar over human rights,
some international media are de-
scribing false news on Myanmar
intentionally. On the Online page
of the Independent Daily Edi-
tion—http://  theindependent.sg
on December 5, there was anews
under the headline “Aung San

Suu Kyi laughs out at Rohing-
ya genocide alegations while in
Singapore.”

Concerning the reporting of
a wrong report, the State Coun-
sellor Office’s Information Com-
mittee announced yesterday that
responsible officials of the repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar will
respond to the Independent Daily

according to the law and proce-
dures of Journalism.

In meeting with Myanmar
citizens in Singapore, Myanmar
language was used as the medi-
um of communication, but the
video file referred to by the In-
dependent Daily was the false
one posted on Y outube, subtitled
in English by the google account

named Haikal Mansor. It is one
of the unconfirmed sources of
the news and the propagandist
fighting Myanmar with false
news. As regards the invented
videos posted on Youtube by
the said account, contact will
be made Google Inc,. Although
conscientious Myanmar citizens
and responsible correspondents

made critical comments, the
Independent Daily failed to in-
sert a corrigendum, not abiding
by the media ethnics. Kumaran
Pillais the publisher-cum-editor
of the Independent Daily, claim-
ing that Theindependent.sg is a
media describing latest news in
Singapore.

See page 3 >>
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2nd Pyithu Hluttaw 3rd regular
session’s 14th meeting held

PYITHU Hluttaw held on De-
cember 9 approved to table a
motion submitted by Dr A Zin
Latt of Shwebo constituency,
calling for the Union Govern-
ment to implement the project of
taking effective action against
sales of unhygienic foodstuff
contaminated with chemical
dyes in the markets across the
country including school snack-
stalls, with a national level sup-
pression team comprising re-
sponsible departments.

Dr Myint Htwe, Union
Minister for Health, replied to
the question raised by Dr Khin
Soe Soe Kyi of Pyay constitu-
ency, “Pyay General Hospital
has two specialist doctors each
in the departments of medicine,
surgery, pediatrics, OG depart-
ment with one each at eye, ear,
nose and throat, orthopedics,
radiography departments. Civ-
il assistant surgeons have been
appointed more than before. As
the whole nation, more forensic
doctors are needed, hence edu-
cation of forensic medicine to
all medical assistants in the year
2015. There will be over 2000
specialist doctors and over 300
doctors holding doctorate de-

gree in the years 2016 to 2018.
Arrangements have been made
to produce more specialists and
doctorates.”

Union  Minister added,
“Building of patient care units
needed for Pyay General Hos-
pital are under construction and
building for CT Scan was built
in the fiscal year 2015-2016. Ar-
rangements for installing trans-
former and electric wiring were
under way. And budget grant for
the laboratory and blood bank is
to be submitted.”

After the Union Minister
replied to the question raised
by Daw Tin Tin Yi of Kyunzu
constituency with the question
raised by U Myint Lwin of
Twante constituency replied by
U Kyaw Myo, Deputy Minister
for Transport and Communica-
tion.

At the end of the meeting, Dr
Myint Htwe replied to questions
raised by U Khun Than Htoo
of Sisai constituency, U Min
Naung of Pinlebu constituency,
Sai Maung Pwint of Tantyang
constituency and U Phone Myint
Aung of Daik U constituency and
U Wan Hla of Nangyun constitu-
ency.—Myanmar News Agency
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2nd Amyotha Hluttaw 3rd Session’s 14th Meeting Held

Dr Aung Thu. Proto: MNA

DR Aung Thu, Union Minis-
ter for Agriculture, Livestock
Breeding and lIrrigation replied
to the question raised by U Tet
Tun Aung, of constituency 2 in
Rakhine State, “A two-mile-long
rough road and 4 concrete bridges
are targeted to be built in Pauktaw
township with a budget allotment
of K 80.04 million by the depart-
ment of rural areas development
for the fiscal year—2016-2017, at
the meeting held in the meeting
hall of the Amyotha Hluttaw on
December 9.

In addition, the Union Minis-
ter replied, “There will be no ar-
rangement for building the bridge
spanning the creek between Set-
noe and Nattaung villages in the
village-tract of Kyauktaung as
any allotment for building the
bridge was not included in the

U Win Khaing. Proto: MNA

budget allotment by the depart-
ment of areas development for
the current financial year, with
plans to be implemented accord-
ing to their respective years.”

U Win Khaing, Union Min-
ister for Construction, replied
to the question raised by U Win
Maung of constituency 6 in
Magwe Region, “Salin creek’s
current is always changing,
moving into the direction of Sin-
phyukyun with its bent current at
present. Now arrangements are
being made to consult with de-
partment of water resources and
riverine development for mak-
ing River Training to protect the
town from erosion of the creek.

Depending upon the Hydro-
graphic survey on the creek near
Nwetame bridge, River Training
will be implemented. At the time

U Tet Tun Aung. Proto: MNA

when the water current becomes
normal after watching the find-
ings of the water training for one
year, Nwetame bridge will be up-
graded as the two-way concrete
bridge. For the construction of
Monechaung Bailey Bridge, per-
mission of K 2000 million of the
Union lump sum fund was sub-
mitted.”

Dr Aung Thu and U Win
Khaing, Union Ministers, re-
plied to the queries raised by U
Min Oo of constituency 6, Bago
Region, U Kyaw Swe of con-
stituency 11 in Magwe Region
and Daw Htu May of constitu-
ency 11 in Rakhine State respec-
tively.

15th Meeting of 2nd Amyo-
tha Hluttaw 3rd Regular Session
will be held on December 12, it
was learnt.—Thura Zaw (MNA)

Death toll in fighting against KIA,
TNLA, MNDAA, AA totals 29

A total of 29 were killed by the
KIA, TNLA, MNDAA and AA
armed groups in the fighting
that occurred starting from 20
November.

The death toll included 15
police, one militia and 13 ci-
vilians while 49 including two

service personnel and 47 civil-
ians were injured during these
clashes.

Out of 49 looted assorted
arms belonging to the Myanmar
Police Force, nine were recov-
ered and 40 have been lost.—
Myanmar News Agency

Myanmar to attend Global
Entrepreneurship Congress

in South Africa

WITH the assistance of the
Global Entrepreneurship Net-
work (GEN) Myanmar, select-
ed Myanmar entrepreneurs will
take part in the Global Entrepre-
neurship Congress and Study
Tour in South Africa and Kenya
next year to create new business
links among other countries.
The GEC 2017 will take place
from 13 to 16 March next year
in Johannesburg, South Africa.

Thousands of entrepre-
neurs, investors, researchers,
policymakers and other start-
up experts from more than 160
countries will gather together at
the annual congress to identify
new ways of helping founders
start and scale new ventures.

The GEN Myanmar will also
arrange a study tour to connect
Myanmar entrepreneurs and
ecosystem  participants  with
their counterparts in two of the
hottest entrepreneurship hubs
in Africa - Johannesburg, South
Africa and Nairobi, Kenya.

“Startups are a powerful
engine for economic growth.
That’s why the GEN Myanmar
is inspiring and supporting the
local startup community,” said
Win Ko Ko Aung, Program
Manager of the GEN Myan-
mar, who hopes that local entre-
preneurs can learn much from
global entrepreneurs and bring
that knowledge and experience
back home.—GNLM

Remarkable feathered dinosaur tail found in
chunk of amber — fossilized resin

WASHINGTON — Some 99
million years ago, a juvenile di-
nosaur got its feathery tail stuck
in tree resin, a death trap for the
small creature. But its misfortune
is now giving scientists unique
insight into feathered dinosaurs
that prospered during the Creta-
ceous Period.

Researchers said on Thurs-
day a chunk of amber— fossilized
resin — spotted by a Chinese sci-
entist in a market in Myitkyina,
Myanmar, last year contained 1.4
inches (36 mm) of the tail of the di-
nosaur, complete with bones, flesh,
skin and feathers. The dinosaur it-
self was no more than 6 inches (15
cm) long, about the size of a spar-
row. "This is the first of its kind,"
said paleontologist Ryan McKellar
of the Royal Saskatchewan Muse-
um in Canada, one of the research-
ers involved in the study published
in the journal Current Biology.
"I'm blown away."

The scientists suspect the tail
belonged to a type of two-legged,
bird-like dinosaur called a man-
iraptoran, one of several groups of
dinosaurs that possessed feathers.
Birds, which first appeared about
150 million years ago during the
Jurassic Period, evolved from
small, feathered dinosaurs.

The researchers used sophis-
ticated scanning and microscopic
observations to study the tail. They

A chunk of amber - fossilized resin - spotted by a Chinese scientist in
a market in Myitkyina, Myanmar, last year shows the tip of a preserved
dinosaur tail section in this image released by the Royal Saskatchewan
Museum in Canada on 8 December 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

determined it boasted a chest-
nut-brown upper surface, with a
pale or white underside, a pattern
known as countershading.

"We're seeing feathers still at-
tached to the tail, and we can see
how they attach, the shapes that
they have down to the micrometer
scale, and things like pigment pat-
terns within the feathers," McKel-
lar said. The tail consisted of eight
vertebrae, soft tissue and feathers
exquisitely preserved in three di-
mensions. McKellar said getting its
tail stuck in resin “would have been
a game-ender for that particular an-
imal. They don't drop their tails like
some lizards." The tail's anatomy

enabled the scientists to rule out
that it belonged to a bird because
it was long and flexible and lacked
a pygostyle, fused vertebrae that in
birds support the tail feathers.

The discovery also sheds light
on the evolution of feathers. The
ones trapped in the amber were
more primitive than those of birds,
lacking much of the central shaft
seen in bird feathers.

Amber has long been a boon
to paleontologists. Numerous crea-
tures have been found entombed in
amber, including insects, lizards,
amphibians, mammals and birds,
as well as plants including flowers.
—Reuters
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Rakhine State Government,
UNHCR deliver aid to villages in

northern Rakhine

>> From page 1

With the assistance of the Nation-

al Disaster Management Com-

mittee, the Rakhine State Gov-

ernment on 8th December.
Authorities distributed re-

lief aid supplies which included

322 bags of rice, 644 visses of
cooking oil, 210 visses of beans,
644 visses of salt and 644 visses
of dried fish to the families in
14 village-tracts, said the Infor-
mation Committee of the State
Counsellor’s Office. —GNLM

Chief Minister U Nyi Pu delivers aid from UNHCR to a Muslim woman in a
village in Maungtaw. PHoto: INFormATION TEAM OF THE STATE COUNSELLOR’'S OFFICE
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Chief Minister U Nyi Pu and UN Official Mr Christopher Carter meet villagers from local community during

their visit to villages in nothern Rakhine. PHoto: INFORMATION TEAM OF THE STATE COUNSELLOR'S OFFICE

MNDAA armed group member arrested

] \
Wu Quin Chan.
PHoto: StaTE COUNSELLOR’S OFFICE

WHILE conducting a securi-
ty operation, the government
forces arrested a member of the
MNDAA armed group in Lauk-
kai in north-eastern Shan State
yesterday.

During the interrogation,
Wu Quin Chan said he is the
platoon commander of the 29th
battalion of MNDAA and he is
from Nyophyinsapar Village,
Lonhtan Village-tract in Lauk-
kai.

He was a service personnel
of the MNDAA before fightings
take place between the Tatmad-
aw and the MNDAA broke out.

When the fightings oc-

curred in 2015, he fled to Chi-
na and was arrested by the
MNDAA troops in July and
conscripted into service for the
MNDAA between Nampkyar
and Tarshinminkhant.

He did recruitment work for
the MNDAA, touring around
Shinpinkaing Village, Namk-
honhaw Village, Tarkyukyaing
Village and Kyartimaw Village
in Konkyan Township.

He was arrested by the
government troops on his way
back home.

Action will be taken against
him in accordance with the
law.—Myanmar News Agency

One detainee
hospitalized

WHILE being detained at the
Maungtaw Myoma Police Sta-
tion, U Mammud Sarlain, whose
health deteriorated during the de-
tention, has to be hospitalized to

in Maungtaw

Maungtaw People’s Hospital on
Thursday evening, according to
the Information Committee of the
State Counsellor’s Office.—My-
anmar News Agency

A total of 575 suspects for 9th
October violent attacks and sub-
sequent attacks have been de-
tained by security forces so far.
The suspects have been ac-
cused of being involved in am-
bushes, raids with the use of force

470 suspects still under investigation
in northern Maungtaw attacks

and planting landmines.

Among them, 88 have been
sentenced, 10 have been released,
one has been released on bail
and 6 have died. The rest, 470
suspects are still under investiga-
tion.—Myanmar News Agency

Legal action to be taken against the
Independent Daily for fabricated news

on State Counsellor

>> From page 1

Question & Answer session
between Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi, State Counsellor, and My-
anmar Citizens in Singapore on
1-12-2-16

Question: We saw difficul-
ties being encountered by the
new government particularly
those regarding the fabricated
news. We totally support the
government led by our moth-
er-like leader. Now | want to ask
you how you think of the trou-
ble makers and their subversive
actions by fabricating stories.
Are our aims and objectives
likely to be successful? Which
preparations are we necessary to
make? Let us hear your stance

and conception presently so as
to reduce our worries. (Ques-
tioner is a Myanmar citizen who
loved her since at the age of 8,
and supported since 1996.)
Answer by Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi: “It will be a help to us
as long as you know they are fab-
ricating the news. Their noises
will be nuisance for them, if we
do not believe them and fall for
their invented stories. | want to
say that there will never become
a problem. But one thing is that
there is no government that does
not err. So, | hereby request you
all to suggest of our government
needs to amend our modus oper-
andi.” (Unofficial translation)—
Myanmar News Agency

Archived images from the now-deleted Independent Daily. PHoto: INFormATION TeAM OF THE STATE COUNSELLOR'S OFFICE
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Hawkers are staging a protest to be relocated at their original places. PHoTo: PHoe KHwAR

Hawkers from four downtown
townships in Yangon stage a protest

Hawkers from four downtown
townships took to street in front
of the city hall in Yangon yester-
day morning and revealed their
difficulties.

They chanted slogans “Let
hawkers sell as usual,” “Launch
investigation into corruption at
the night market,” “Let hawker
sell their goods at former places
in accordance with rules and reg-
ulations,” and “Stop destruction
and seizing of hawkers’ posses-
sions.”

The night market, recently
created for hawkers in Yangon,
cannot accommodate all hawk-
ers, according to a stall owner at
the night market.

“We have over ten thousand
hawkers in the four downtown
townships. Only one might mar-
ket cannot accommodate all of

us. What we want is to allow us
to sell our goods at our former
places in accordance with rules
and regulations concerned. Ac-
tion can be taken against hawkers
who fail to follow the rules and
regulations,” Ko Kyaw Kyaw
Soe, a fruit seller at the night
market told the Myanmar News
Agency.

Yangon City Development
Committee opened the night
market on 23 November near the
junction of Sule Pagoda Road
and Strand Road with a ceremo-
ny, and hawkers from Kyauktada,
Pabedan, Latha and Landamadaw
Townships were forced to move
to the night market. Authorities
said they moved the hawkers
there to prevent disturbances for
pedestrians and pleasantness of
the city.

Hawkers have been al-
lowed to set up their stalls from
Aung Yadana street in Lanmad-
aw Township to Pansodan Road
in Kyauktada Township and
from Maha Bandoolar Park Road
to Strand Road from 3 pm to 11
pm.

Each hawker is required
to pay a registration fee of only
K 500 for a period of one year
without other fees. About 6,000
hawkers had to draw lots to get
one of about 1,600 stall places
in the night market and the rest
were allowed to set up their stalls
in numbered streets with causing
disturbances to the residents of
the streets.

Authorities have banned
hawkers on main road in down-
town Yangon as it led to traffic
jams.—Ko Moe

Prohibited chili powder seized in Hpa-an

KAYIN State township of Hpa-
an Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) on 6 December seized
1,918 packs of chili powder, the
brand of which are prohibited by
the government.

A combined team compris-
ing officers and staff from the
township general administration
department, the state FDA, the
consumers’ affairs department,
the police, and township devel-
opment committee searched for
the illegal products in the market
on Tuesday.

“In fact, the FDA has al-
ready released a list of 61 chili
and masala brands that should
not be consumed because of their
harmful effects. After one week,
the inspectors will check again
in the market. If they find the

banned brands again, they will
take action against the shopkeep-
ers,” said Dr. Maung Maung Thi-
ha Htway, in charge of the Kayin
State FDA.

“The government has banned
61 brands of chili powder which
contain Aflatoxin B1, which is
harmful to consumers, but these
chili brands are still being sold
in the market. So, the Kayin state
FDA decided to seize ad destroy
those chili powder brands.”

Store owners pleaded igno-
rance on the matter.

“l don’t regularly read the
newspapers, so, | didn’t know
there were banned brands. If |
had known, | would not have
sold them. The inspectors told
me to destroy all these chili pow-
ders. | will obey their orders,”

said a shop owner from Hpa-an
Thiri market.

Aflatoxin, a  secondary
product of mould, is known as
“anti-nutritional” as it binds pro-
teins, vitamins, and minerals so
the body will not be able to ab-
sorb nutrients. Aflatoxin can also
stunt growth and lead to “kwash-
iorkor,” a debilitating, often fatal
disease of nutritional deficiency
in children. If ingested over a
prolonged period of time, the
poison can inhibit the immune
system, cause mutation of DNA
on the cellular level and become
carcinogenic, the FDA said.

Among the 61 brands of chili
powder prohibited by FDA are U
Ngwe Soe and Shwe Kyi, Kaung
and Shwe Yadi from Mawlamy-
ine.—Myitmakha News Agency
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K 5-billion worth stimulant
tablets seized in Naf River

PATROL ships in the Naf Riv-
er found a suspicious boat on
Thursday evening and tried to
halt it but it refused to stop, forc-
ing the security forces to open
warning fires to stop it.

Myint Oo of Soemekyi
Village and Thein Tun Win
(&) Nyiche and Hla Aung Tin
of Kaihee Village in Pauktaw
Township, were detained to-

gether with one shotgun, 42
rounds of bullets, eight 12-volt
bullets, and 2.5 millions of stim-
ulant tablets bearing YW letters
worth K 5 billion.

Action will be taken against
the three suspects in accordance
with the law, according to the
Information Committee of the
State Counsellor’s Office.—My-
anmar News Agency

The three suspects are seen with drugs and weapons seized. Proto: MNA

Crime

Traffic fatalities on the
rise in Taungoo

NEARLY 120 people died in
865 traffic accidents in Taungoo
District over the past 11 months,
while over 650 individuals sus-
tained injuries, according to the
district traffic police.

Although non-fatal injuries
decreased by over 130 com-
pared with last year, traffic fatal-
ities rate far exceeded last year’s
total of 92. In 2015, a total of
428 road accidents occurred in
six townships in Taungoo Dis-
trict, leaving 92 people dead and
785 others injured.

The high death toll in road
accidents is the result of a com-
bination of drivers and pedestri-
ans who fail to abide by traffic
safety rules and regulations, a
police officer said.

To reduce road-related
deaths, traffic rule enforcement
efforts have been made through-
out the district, with the result
that the number of traffic rule
violators have significantly de-
creased since September, when
the project was implemented,
police said.—Kyi Thar

Stimulants seized in Mabein, Taunggyi

An anti-narcotic  suppression
squad searched a house owned by
Kyaw Zin Oo and seized 2,835
stimulant tablets at No 288, Thaz-
in Street, Pyi Taw Tha Ward,
Taunggyi on 8 December.

On the same day, Police
forces from Mabein Township
Police Station searched a house

owned by Maung Myo, 36, living
at Melzali village, Mabein Town-
ship and seized 11,550 stimulant
tablets.

Police filed charges against
them under the Anti-narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Law.—Myanmar News
Agency

Kyaw Zin Oo seen together with the drugs seized. Proto: MNA
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Citizen investment in tourism reaches over $630m this year: DICA

MYANMAR’S  citizens
invested over US$630 mil-
lion in hotel and tourism
sector this year, according
to the Directorate of In-
vestment and Companies
Administration (DICA).

Until the end of No-
vember, the investment
value of existing local en-
terprises from 95 different
projects in the industry hit
$635.692 million in total.

Tourism sector is in-
cluded in the top five of
the public investment list,
representing 11.37 per cent
of total citizen investment,
according to DICA’s fig-
ure of citizen investment
of existing enterprises sec-
tor-wise.

The citizen investment
mostly went to transport
with 18.35 %, followed
by real estate development
with 18.11 %, manufactur-
ing with 17.62 %, hotel and
tourism with 11.37 %, con-
struction with 7.08 %, in-
dustrial estate with 4.85 %,

power with 3.85 %, mining
with 1.16 %, livestock and
fisheries with 0.54 %, ag-
riculture with 0.43 % and
others with 16.64 %.

The country earned
over 7.8 billion dollars in-
vestment through 957 de-
velopment projects in all
sectors.

Myanmar Investment
Commission recently an-
nounced that it will deal
with investment proposals
in accordance with the new
Myanmar Investment Law
that will come into effect
starting from 1 January
next year.

The commission will
continue its functions, ac-
cepting proposals submit-
ted by some investors even
before the enactment of
Myanmar Investment Law.

MIC granted 72 for-
eign investments worth
over US$2.122 billion and
31 local investments worth
$455.535  million this
year.—Khine Wah
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A tour guide talks to a couple of tourists in downtown Yangon. PHoto. PHoE KHwaR

Petrol price goes up in Minbya due
to shutting down of filling stations

THE PRICE of petrol con-
tinues to go up in Minbya,
a town in Rakhine State,
after filling stations came
to a halt this month, ac-
cording to local operators.
Petrol price has in-
creased to about Ks2,000
per litre from Ks800 in
black market especially
downtown starting from
8 December with the re-
sult that some businesses
stopped their production.
“Because of scarcity
of petroleum, the fare for
use of public transport

system is also rising in the
town,” said U Ko Ko, a lo-
cal developer, adding that
some businessmen import
the fuel from MraukU
Township to sell them at a
higher price.

Filling stations in
wards were forced to close
after a meeting between
residents and authorities
who gathered after the last
blaze that happened at a
filling station on 25 No-
vember.

“We, owners of filling
stations, decided to halt

the operations until the
coming Sunday,” said U
Tun Tun, fuel station own-
er in Kinseik Ward.

Twenty petrol opera-
tors are now searching the
new site only outside the
town to sell fuel and en-
gine lubricants.

They eye a 1.8-acre
of farmland beside Min-
bya-MraukU road located
between Minbya Town
and Thedan Village.

Other sellers are also
finding new places beside
Minbya-Myebon road and

Minbya-Pauktaw road.

Currently, an acre of
farmland outside the town
is worth over Ks20 mil-
lion, locals say.

There are seven large-
scale filling stations and
almost 70 small-scale ones
in Minbya, which yearly
experiences the danger of
fire.

Local people wish
filling stations to go on
the outskirts of the town
to reduce the possible risk
of dangerous fire.—Myit-
makha News Agency

Zoning areas for industrial zone to be announced in January, 2017

IN a bid to attract more in-
vestors to Myanmar, zon-
ing areas for the industrial
zone in which entrepre-
neurs will enjoy the bene-
fits of a tax exemption pe-
riod will be announced in
January, 2017, according
to Myanmar Investment
Commission (MIC).
Setting areas for the
industrial zone will be
mainly focused on town-
ships and the industrial
zones will be set as zone 1,

2 and 3.

“The areas for the in-
dustrial zones have not been
officially released yet but
are slated to be announced
in January. We have re-
ceived the opinions from
the region and state govern-
ment”, said U Aung Naing
0o, the secretary of MIC.

The prioritised sec-
tors are designed to attract
more investments in 2017.
The formulation of new
zones is still under discus-

sion, it is learnt.

Under the existing
Foreign Investment Law
and the Myanmar Citi-
zen’s Investment Law, in-
vestors receive a five-year
tax break. In the new in-
vestment law, tax exemp-
tion will be granted from
3 to 7 years depending on
the type of investment and
its location, it is learnt.

There were a total of
72 permitted foreign enter-
prises making investments

of US$2,122.383million
as of the first week of De-
cember in the current fiscal
year and 31 permitted My-
anmar Citizen Investment
projects with investments
of US$456.535million.
China topped the list
of countries with the most
FDI in Myanmar, fol-
lowed by Singapore and
Thailand. The investments
are mostly in the manufac-
turing sector, it is learnt.—
Myitmakha News agency

One stop service centers
aim to offer hotel licensing
service without delay

SEVERAL one-stop-ser-
vice centers are planned to
be established in Yangon
in January next year to of-
fer hotel licensing service
to applicants without delay,
according to the Yangon
Region government.

The authorities tar-
get to open the centers not
only at the Yangon Region
Government Office but
also at the shopping malls

next month as a pilot pro-
ject, Daw Naw Pan Thin-
za Myo, Yangon Region
minister for Kayin Ethnic
Affairs, said at the respon-
sible tourism forum held on
7 December.

At the initial stage,
the regional authorities are
making negotiations with
four shopping malls to in-
stall the centers.—Myit-
makha News Agency

from the Vessel.

the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV MERATUS GORONTALO VOY.NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MERATUS
GORONTALO VOY. NO () are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 10.12.2016 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of AW.P.T where it
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject

to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SYANG MING LINE
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Rescue operations
hear end in
Indonesia’s quake-
stricken Aceh

PIDIE JAYA (Indonesia)
— Indonesian officials
said on Friday search and
rescue operations were
nearing an end three days
after a powerful earth-
quake hit the northern
province of Aceh, Killing
100 people and leaving
thousands homeless.

Wednesday’s 6.5
magnitude  earthquake,
which toppled dozens
of buildings and injured
hundreds of people, was
the worst disaster to hit
the region since the 2004
Indian Ocean tsunami.

“We believe we have
found 99 per cent of the
victims,” said Sutopo Nu-
groho, spokesman of the
national disaster manage-
ment agency.

The agency revised
the death toll down to 100
from 102.

Hundreds of people
in Aceh’s Pidie Jaya re-
gency held Friday prayers

outside mosques that had
been reduced to rubble.

Many residents of
the town of 140,000 have
been sleeping in shelters
and relief workers have
been handing out food,
water, and blankets.

President Joko
Widodo visited survi-
vors, including many get-
ting treatment for broken
bones in hospitals and
tent clinics.

The province of
Aceh, on the northern tip
of Sumatra island, has de-
clared a two-week state
of emergency and the
central government has
pledged aid for recovery
efforts.

A 26 December,
2004, earthquake and
tsunami killed more than
120,000 people in Aceh.

In all, the 2004 tsu-
nami killed 226,000 peo-
ple along Indian Ocean
shorelines.—Reuters
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Tainted homemade rice wine Kkills

15 at funerals in Cambodia

PHNOM PENH — Fifteen
people have died and at
least 78 have been hospi-
talised in recent weeks after
drinking toxic rice wine at
a series of funerals in Cam-
bodia in the past five weeks,
officials said on Friday.
Rice wine sales were
banned in  Kompong
Chhnang Province, about
90 km (55 miles) from the
capital, Phnom Penh, after
villagers became sick from
drinking methanol-tainted
wine, said Sorin Tiravuthy,

director of the provincial
hospital.

The first death was re-
ported on 3 November but
villagers continued to con-
sume the same rice wine
at a different funeral, Ti-
ravuthy said.

Rice wine is a staple
in Cambodia, where it is
consumed at weddings and
funerals.

Home-brewed  wine
has led to fatalities in the
past. The drink, which is
relatively inexpensive, can

be lethal if not mixed prop-
erly.

Tiravuthy said he had
lost count of the number of
people being hospitalized
after drinking bad rice wine.

“At health centres,
people are continuously
coming in. | don’t know
how many now,” Tiravuthy
told Reuters.

Cambodia’s  Health
Minister Mam Bunheng
said on Friday the tainted
wine included above-nor-
mal quantities of methanol

and urged people to stop
consuming improperly
made rice wine.

Methanol, the simplest
form of alcohol, is closely
related to ethanol, the type
of alcohol normally found
in spirits, beer and wine.
Home distillation can con-
centrate the level of meth-
anol, which is highly toxic.

At least 18 people died
in Cambodia’s northeastern
Kratie Province last year af-
ter drinking methanol-taint-
ed rice wine.—Reuters

South Korea’s President Park
impeached in parliamentary vote

SEOUL — South Korean
lawmakers voted over-
whelmingly on Friday to
impeach President Park
Geun-hye over an influ-
ence-peddling scandal,
setting the stage for her to
become the country’s first
elected leader to be pushed
from office in disgrace.

Members of parlia-
ment voted by a high-
er-than-expected 234 in
favour and 56 opposed in
the secret ballot, meaning
more than 60 of Park’s
own conservative Saenuri
Party members backed the
motion to remove her. The
votes of least 200 members
of the 300-seat chamber
were needed for the motion
to pass.

The Constitutional
Court must decide wheth-
er to uphold the motion,
a process that could take
up to 180 days. Under the
constitution, Park’s duties
will be assumed by Prime
Minister Hwang Kyo-ahn
on an interim basis until
the court rules.

“l solemnly accept
the voice of the parliament
and the people and sin-
cerely hope this confusion
is soundly resolved,” Park
said at a meeting with her
cabinet.

“l will be responding
calmly under the proce-
dures laid out in the con-
stitution and the law to the
impeachment review by
the Constitutional Court
and the investigation by
the special prosecutor.”

Park, who faces inves-
tigation by a special prose
-cutor, said this week she
would wait for the Con-
stitutional Court’s ruling,
resisting demands that she
step down immediately.

South Korean President Park Geun-hye speaks during an address to the nation, at the
presidential Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, on 29 November 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

Cheers erupted out-
side the chamber of the
domed parliament build-
ing when the vote was
announced. People held
signs saying “Victory for
the People” and “New Re-
public of Korea”.

Earlier, anti-Park ac-
tivists scuffled with police
as they tried to drive two
tractors up to parliament’s
main gate, where more
than a 1,000 protesters had
congregated.

Choi  Jung-hoon, a
46-year high school maths
teacher, joined the rally
outside parliament with his
wife and daughters, age 7
and 18 months.

“l wanted my kids to
be here, making history,
at a historic moment, and
show we people can win,”
he said.

Park, 64, is accused
of colluding with a friend
and a former aide, both of
whom have been indicted
by prosecutors, to pressure

big businesses to donate to
two foundations set up to
back her policy initiatives.

Park, who is serving a
single five-year term that
was set to end in February
2018, has denied wrong-
doing but apologized for
carelessness in her ties
with her friend, Choi
Soon-sil.

Mass rallies have been
held in the capital, Seoul,
every Saturday for the past
six weeks to press her to
quit. Opinion polls show
overwhelming public sup-
port for her impeachment.

Kang Dong-wan, a
professor at Dong-A Uni-
versity in Busan, said the
large impeachment vote
from Park’s own party
was probably a result of
rising crowds at weekly
demonstrations demanding
Park’s ouster.

“It looks like more
from the ruling Saenuri
Party gave their support
than many had expect-

ed after realizing that the
party could collapse if the
bill doesn’t get approved,”

Kang said.
Prime Minister
Hwang, whose post is

largely ceremonial, will
assume interim presiden-
tial powers while the court
deliberates.

He takes the helm at a
time of heightened tension
with North Korea, and
said after the vote that the
chances of a provocation
by Pyongyang were high.
Various agencies, includ-
ing the Finance Ministry
and financial regulators,
planned emergency meet-
ings later on Friday.

South Korea’s eco-
nomic outlook is also
worsening, in part be-
cause of the internal polit-
ical uncertainty, as well as
worry about the impact of
US President-elect Don-
ald Trump’s policies on
trade and foreign affairs.
—Reuters
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Statement by Myanmar National Human Rights Commission on the occasion of the
International Human Rights Day which falls on the 10* of December 2016 (No. 15/ 2016)

1. The Myanmar Na-
tional Human Rights Com-
mission stands together
with the international com-
munity in commemorating
this historic occasion of the
International Human Rights
Day which falls on the 10th
of December 2016.

2. The Commission
considers this the appro-
priate moment to mention
some of the Human Rights
Promotion and Protection
activities carried out by the
Commission on this auspi-
cious occasion of the Inter-
national Human Rights Day
which is deemed impor-
tant for people all around
the world and all Human
Rights Institutions.

3. The Commission as-
sumed the Chairmanship of
the Southeast Asia National
Human Rights Forum (SE-
ANF) in 2016 which is on a
rotational basis. The Com-
mission successfully con-
ducted (2) Working Group

Meetings in Yangon and
the 13th Annual Meeting of
the Forum in Nay Pyi Taw.
The Commission was able
to issue a statement on the
Rights of the Older Persons
at this Forum. In addition to
this Southeast Asia Nation-
al Human Rights Forum,
the Commission has suc-
cessfully cooperated with
the Asia Pacific Forum of
National Human Rights
Institutions (APF) and the
Global Alliance of Nation-
al Human Rights Institu-
tions (GANHRI) on human
rights issues. Moreover, the
Commission was able to or-
ganize, in cooperation with
other human rights organ-
izations, namely OHCHR
and Lutheran World Fed-
eration (LWF), to hold a
workshop on the Rights of
the Minorities and also a
workshop on the Universal
Periodic Review Process
respectively.

4. The Commission

made  recommendations
to the Government to be
a State Party to the In-
ternational Convention
on the Civil and Political
Rights (ICCPR). A thor-
ough study was also made
by the Commission on one
of the conventions adopt-
ed by ASEAN, namely,
the ASEAN Convention
against Trafficking in Per-
sons, especially women and
children. During its tenure
as the Chair of the SEANF
by MNHRC, this Conven-
tion was discussed at the
Annual Meeting among the
member states of the Fo-
rum. The Commission also
made recommendations to
the Government to become
a party to this Convention.
5. As part of its man-
date, the Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission
has been handling com-
plaints that were received
by the Commission. A to-
tal of 495 complaints were

received for the period
starting from 1st of January
2016 to the present point in
time and they have been re-
viewed in accordance with
the Procedures. Field In-
vestigation trips have also
been undertaken with re-
gard to certain complaints.
During 2016, the Commis-
sion inspected the police
detention centers and pris-
ons in Hkamti and Loikaw
Townships and prisons,
police detention centers
and places of confinement
in  Myitkyina Township.
Prisons, police detention
centers, labor camps and
places of confinement in
Taungyi also underwent
inspections by the Com-
mission. In Taungoo, the
prison, labor camp and po-
lice detention center were
also inspected. Prisons in
Katha, Shwebo, Myingyan
and also the Aing Kaloung
agricultural labor camp in
Taikyi Township were also

visited as part of the inspec-
tion trips. Hmawbi town-
ship police detention center
also underwent inspection.
For each of these inspec-
tion visits, based on the
findings, the Commission
made recommendations to
the authorities concerned
and statements were issued.
At present, the Commis-
sion is cooperating with the
Raoul Wallenberg Institute
for Human Rights and Hu-
manitarian Law to set up a
Computerized Complaint
Handling System.

6. In 2016, the Com-
mission undertook as part
of its promotional activi-
ties, grass-root level human
rights educational talks and
workshops for the township
level government officials
in 20 townships covering
Yangon Region, Mandalay
Region, Ayeyarwaddy Re-
gion, Nay Pyi Taw Council,
Shan State, Kayah State and
the Mon State. In addition,

the Commission was able
to hold (7) Human Rights
Workshops for the police
officers and Human Rights
subjects were also imparted
in the trainings conducted
for the Military Officers at
the National Defense Col-
lege, Staff College and the
Defense Services (Army),
Combat Training Schools.
On the flip side, the Com-
mission gave lectures on
Human Rights at all levels
of officer trainings conduct-
ed at the Central Institute of
Civil Service (Lower My-
anmar) and Central Insti-
tute of Civil Service (Upper
Myanmar). Arrangements
have also been carried out
to conduct Human Rights
Workshops for prison offi-
cials in Yangon and Man-
dalay Regions with the
cooperation of Raoul Wal-
lenberg Institute (RWI),
during December 2016.—
The Myanmar National
Human Rights Commission

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF CONSTRUCTION
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
Invitation for Bids

Date

12 December 2016

Loan/Grant No. and Title

3199-MYA: Maubin - Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project

Contract No. and Title

MP G1 Laboratory and Field Testing Equipment for soil,
concrete and asphalt

Deadline for Submission of Bids:

30 January 2017, 10:00 AM (Myanmar time)

Tel:
Fax:
E-mail:

7. Deliver your bid

1. The Government of Myanmar has received financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward the cost of Maub-
in-Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this financing for payments under the
contract named above. Bidding is open to bidders from eligible source countries of ADB.

2. The Ministry of Construction, Department of Highways (“the Purchaser”) invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for supply
of laboratory and fieldtesting equipment for soil, concrete and asphalt to equip the National Road Research Laboratory under
MOC in Yangon. The equipment includes standard test equipment, as well as advanced, automatic equipment for triaxial testing,

marshall mix testing, and Hamburg wheel tracking test. Equipment must be products of internationally renowned manufacturers,
with proven reputation for quality and service. The bidding will be in lots:

» Lot 1 Laboratory equipment for concrete testing

» Lot 2 Laboratory equipment for soil testing

» Lot 3 Laboratory equipment for asphalt testing

* Lot 4 Equipment for field testing
Bidders may bid for a single lot or any combination of lots. The delivery period is 24 weeks.

3. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding:
* Successful completion as main supplier within the last 5 years, of at least 1 contract for supply of
similar goods with value at least the following values:
Lot 1 US$ 60,000
Lot 2 US$ 100,000
Lot 3 US$ 40,000
Lot 4 US$ 40,000
“Similar goods” are defined as any laboratory or field testing equipment, scientific instruments, or information technology or
telecommunications equipment.

4. National Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s Single-Stage: One-Envelope procedure and is
open to all bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document.

5. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

Director, PMU, Maubin - Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project

Room 502, Building 2B, Bagan Housing, 334 / 344 Anawrahta Road, Yangon, Myanmar
+959 861 5172, +95 9 5058066

+95 1222 361

pmuloan3199mp@gmail.com

6. To receive the Bidding Documents in English, eligible bidders should write to the address above requesting the Bidding
Documents for Contract MP G1 Laboratory Testing Equipment for soil, concrete and asphalt. The bidding document is free of
charge, and will be sent by email. No liability will be accepted for the loss or late delivery of the document.

* to the address above

 on or before the deadline: 10:00 AM (Myanmar time) on 30 January 2017

« together with a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document.
Electronic submission of Bids is not permitted. Bids will be opened immediately after the deadline for bid submission in the
presence of bidders’ representatives who choose to attend.

8. The Ministry of Construction, Department of Highways will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by bidders
in connection with the preparation or delivery of bids.

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Crystal Jade Culinary Concepts Holding Pte. Lid,, a
chmpany incoiporated In Singaporé and hawng IS
registered office at 180 B Bencoolan Streaf, #11-01 Tha
Bencoolen, Singapore 180648 & the owner and proprieior

ol the followang Tradermanks

CRYSIAL JH

Heg. Mo, £EZ21Z0M3
|5 August 2013)

Filils

L | |_ |

RYSTRL JADE

Reg. Mo, £B220/2013
1% Bugust 2013)

CRYSTRL JADE

L

Reg. Mo, 4BX1EA013
5 August 2013)
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Reg. Mo, £&BF1TrA013
{5 Bugust 3013)

All in respect of “Confectionery; almond confectionery,
biscuils; bread, bread (ginger-), bread rolls, buns, cake
pasie; cakes, cakas (Ravouwrings, other than essential oils,
for-); cakes (nce-fp candy for food, chocolale;
cookies: edible chocolale and candy decoralions Tor
cakes. fondants (confectionery), foods (farinaceous-}, fruik
jellies (confectionary), mesl pes; noodles; pancakes;
pasines, pashes, peanul confeclionery; poes, piZzas,
pralimes; puddings, sandwiches;, sugar confectioneny
sushi; gweetmeals; tans; walfles; mooncakes; dumphings;
tea cakes, breakfas! cakes, savces [condiments). challi
sauces and pasies, seasonings, S0YA SAUCES, SpICes;
condiments; dim Sum [pastry]. spring rolls; prawn molls;
spring roll pastries; crepes. ghtinows nce balls with
sesame, peanul, and red besn fillings; oe-cream;
beverages namely lea, coffee, isa-based beverages,
coffes-based beverages, custand, chocolale-based
beverages and cocoa-based beverages, snack foods
made of Bour of now, moe or four crackers flavoured with
seaipod, induding prawns, crab, cuitlefish and fish, al
inchuded® in Class 30; and

*Calé services, caletera services, canleen sarvices,
calering servces;, cockiad lounge sendces; restaurants;
seil-service restaurant senices, snack-bar sandces. all
inchded” in Class 43

Froadulent or unauthorised use or achual or colourable
imitation of the Masks shall be dealt with sccording to law

Diaw La Min May, 4G/

For Crystal Jade Culinary Concepts Holding Phe. Lid.,
Clo Kelvin Chia Yamgon Ltd

Leved BA, Union Financial Cenire (LIFC),

Comer of Mahabandoola Rogd and Thein Phyu Road
Botahtaung Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar,

Dated 10 December 2016 immfikcyangon, com




Tha Sein

OST recently, some

media outlets in-

cluding CNA and
Al Jazeera described false
news stories based on unrea-
sonable statements made by
John McKissick from the UN-
HCR based in Cox's Bazaar,
Bangladesh. As a matter of
fact, John McKissick should
fulfil his mandate in a profes-
sional and prudent manner.
More to the point, as an inter-
national civil servant, he
should be under a moral obli-
gation and weigh his words
carefully before he speaks. His
act should not leave the coun-
try and the people of Myan-
mar with discord, distrust and
incitement. Otherwise, his
professionalism and ethics will
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We appreciate your feedback and contributions. If you have any comments or would like to submit editorials,
analyses or reports please email ce@globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to publish ““Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 words.
Should you submit a text longer than 500 words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

All media outlets responsible to be straightforward and unbiased

be questioned extensively.

Mr. Kofi Annan, the for-
mer UN Secretary-General
and current chairman of the
Rakhine State Advisory Com-
mission, during his first visit to
Rakhine State, said they did
not find any oppression be-
tween the two communities.
During his second visit to the
state also, he told a journalist
that the Rakhine incident is
not genocide whereas one of
the commission members said
they did not find any human
rights violation between the
two communities during a
press briefing. Their state-
ments met with a mixed recep-
tion from people of various
strata. It was a very consider-
ate move and made a real dif-

ference to the Myanmar peo-
ple, who really hope more
would follow suit.

When it comes to the inci-
dent which cast a pall on the
dawn of peace and stability in
Rakhine State, State Counsel-
lor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
has said that we are brave
enough to take drastic, legal
action against the perpetra-
tors within the framework of
the law, given the gravity of
the problem and its potential
impact on the country's
democratization.

Dissemination of political-
ly fabricated news by some
foreign broadcast stations and
social media platforms was
aimed at nothing but harming
the government's efforts to-

wards restoring peace and sta-
bility in the state and damag-
ing the country's image. To be
more specific, it virtually casts
a shadow over the country's
hope for democratic changes.

To refute widespread ru-
mours about human rights
abuse in the state, the govern-
ment is taking systematic steps
in its area clearance opera-
tions, taking into account un-
desirable consequences. To-
wards this end, all printed and
electronic media are responsi-
ble to be straightforward and
unbiased in presentation of
the prevailing situations in the
state with an intelligent and
informed opinion. Only then,
will the objective of the gov-
ernment be met.

Women's Participation in Cooperatives

Htun Tin Htun

USTAINABLE, successful
Sand significant coopera-
tives need women mem-
bers' active involvement and pro-
ductive contributions to the
cooperatives' socio-economic ac-
tivities. It is important to recog-
nize the strengths and capabilities
of women members of coopera-
tives. Although the reasons for
low female participation in agri-
cultural cooperatives in Paraguay
and elsewhere are multifaceted,
cultural norms and biases are im-
portant factors that contribute to
women's marginalization in rural
communities around the world.
Anne-Brit Nippierd states, for ex-
ample, that the primary constraint
to women's active participation in
cooperatives "is the traditional
role of women in society and the
prevalent misconception that
women's reproductive and do-
mestic responsibilities constitute
their main role" (2002).
Participatory decision mak-
ing is important for planning, im-
plementation, monitoring and
evaluation of cooperatives. Co-
operation, Coordination, Collab-
oration and Compromising are
4Cs required to apply for devel-
opment communication in coop-
eratives.
Women who want to pursue
leadership roles must contend

with not only the "general per-
ception in many agricultural
communications that leadership
roles are for men" but also obsta-
cles such as limited time availa-
bility, lower educational levels,
and limited comfort with public
speaking (Aris 2013).

Attitude towards women
must be changed for advance-
ment, betterment, comfort, de-
velopment and enhancement
(ABCDE) of the capacities and
capabilities for the improvement
of women's quality of life at the
grassroots level.

In its work in rural Paraguay,
ACDI/VOCA has encountered
two perceptions: women are not
farmers, and women cannot be
good cooperative leaders. A gen-
der analysis conducted by ACDI/
VOCA found, for example, that
"most women in rural Paraguay
perform the same agricultural ac-
tivities as men, but they describe
this work as "helping" [their hus-
bands], not as agricultural work"
(Ochoa 2012) The vast majority
of these women state they are
housewives rather than producers
when asked what they do.

Right woman in the right
place principle should be fol-
lowed in management functions
(planning, organizing, leading
and controlling) of the coopera-
tive socio-business enterprise.
Practice makes perfect. Partici-
patory decision making, plan-

ning, implementation and moni-
toring and evaluation are main
elements of participatory cooper-
ative development. Additionally,
women in Paraguay who do de-
cide to actively participate in co-
operatives have to "prove" to the
male majority that they can suc-
ceed if they want to take on any
leadership role.

The president and founder of
a small women's committee stat-
ed, for example, that she was
mocked when she decided to
form this agricultural organiza-
tion. Other cooperative leaders
"said that the co-op would fail
because it would be made up of
women who would just argue
with each other" (ACDI/VOCA
2014).

There are many women who
can efficiently and effectively
manage the small to large busi-
ness in the world. Active and al-
truistic, bold and brave, commit-
ted, diligent, efficient, fervent,
gentle, honest, industrious, judi-
cious, knowledgeable, liberal and
loving, merciful and magnani-
mous, nice and natural, open and
outstanding, professional and
proactive, qualified and quick,
resilient and reliable, straightfor-
ward, trustworthy, unanimous,
visionary, wary and willing, x,
young and youthful, zealous
women members can surely
make differences in cooperatives.

Data collected by CDP show

that among the 12 registered co-
operatives that are program par-
ticipants, women comprise only
17 per cent of registered mem-
bers.

It is well noted that time has
now come to change the attitude
towards women who can fully
and better perform their duties
and responsibilities. Paraguayan
national statistics indicate that
average female membership in
agricultural ~ cooperatives  is
slightly higher at 19 per cent
(OBSECOOPY 2014). Rates of
leadership in Paraguayan cooper-
atives are generally even lower.
Among CDP beneficiary cooper-
atives, women make up only 7
per cent of elected leaders. A
census of Paraguayan coopera-
tives carried out in 2012 revealed
that of the 45 agricultural cooper-
atives surveyed, only one had a
female president (OBSECOOPY
2014).

Coopertaion among cooper-
atives is one of the cooperative
principles to be adhered to and to
implement accordingly. Income
generation activities need to be
explored, implemented and ex-
panded to make cooperatives
economically successful, finan-
cially viable and socially service-
able. Manduvira is a multiservice
cooperative with two types of
operations: (1) organic, fair-trade
sugar production and commer-
cialization and (2) savings and

credit. In 2013 Manduvira's total
revenue was $5,947,978—91 per
cent from sales and 5 per cent
from financial services.

Manduvira provides a wide
array of services and support for
its members, including the fol-
lowing: banking; credit; technical
assistance for sugarcane produc-
tion; processing and marketing of
members' sugar; organic and fair-
trade certification; and social ser-
vices such as medical and dental
clinics, computer education, and
school supplies. Currently, Man-
duvira has 1,738 members, 53 per
cent of which are producers.

Impacts, Outcomes and Out-
puts, produced by the implemen-
tation of planned activities/pro-
cess (Plan, Do, Review) using
optimum inputs (resources) and
Results-Based Management tech-
niques are intended results of co-
operative enterprises.

The other members use
Manduvira's savings and credit
services. Of the sugar produced,
95 per cent is exported and sold
to 19 countries around the world,
including the United States, Can-
ada, Japan, Australia, and New
Zealand, as well as others in Eu-
rope and Latin America. Recent-
ly, the cooperative inaugurated
its own sugar processing plant.
This is the first factory in Para-
guay to be built by an organized
group of small farmers.

The processing plant will en-
able the cooperative to scale up
its production and will increase
the incomes of its members by re-
ducing production costs.
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The Senior General
receives API director

DEFENCE Services Command-
er-in-Chief Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing received a dele-
gation from American Jewish
Committee’s Asia Pacific In-
stitute (API), led by Mrs Shira
Loewenberg at Bayintnaung
Yeiktha yesterday afternoon.
API is based in New York
in the United States of America.
During the meeting, Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing
discussed matters relating to
the background history of My-
anmar, the United States and
Israel, the ways of survival of
Jews, the survival of Israel and
the contribution of Israelites
across the world towards global
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development.

Later in the afternoon, Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing
received a delegation of the
Centre for Humanitarian dia-
logue (HD Centre) led by its
executive director Mr David
Harland. HD Centre is based in
Geneva in Switzerland.

During the meeting, Mr Da-
vid Harland explained how they
have been involved in resolution
of conflicts in Syria, China, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines and Viet
Nam.

The Senior General also ex-
plained the true situation of Ra-
khine State affairs.—Myanmar
News Agency
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing holds talks with API director Mrs
Shira Loewenberg at Bayintnaung Yeiktha in Nay Pyi Taw. Proto: MNA
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Vice President inspects renovation of
Bagan pagodas and religious edifices

VICE President U Myint Swe
inspected ancient pagodas and re-
ligious edifices damaged by a re-
cent earthquake in Bagan Ancient
Cultural Zone yesterday.

Dircetor-General U Kyaw
Lwin Oo of the Archaeology
and the National Museum De-
partment reported to the vice
president on compiling records
of damaged artifacts in ac-
cordance with the international
norms, renovation of damaged
pagodas and religious edifices
in their original styles, tempo-
rary measures to prevent further
damages to pagodas hit by the
earthquake and arrangements for
foreign tourists to visit damaged
sites.

After hearing the reports,
the vice president gave instruc-
tions on systematic collection
of records, seeking advice from
experts from UNESCO and the
international community, coop-
eration with experts for designat-
ing the zone as a world heritage
site, meeting structural standards,
making renovation tasks success,
transparent statistics for expendi-
tures and taking long-term ap-
proach to renovation of ancient
pagodas.

Then, the vice president
viewed round the damaged pa-
godas including the Alodawpyay,
Sularmani, Arnanda, Thabby-
innyu, Maha Gugyi, Mingalar
and Lawka Nanda pagodas and
inspected temporary shelters,

Vice President U Myint Swe and officials inspect damages at a pagoda
in Bagan which was hit by a 6.8 magnitude earthquake on 24 August

2016. PHoTo: MNA

scaffoldings, refilling cracks,
buttressing, belting, removing
damaged parts to reduce weight
and maintenance of murals be-
fore fulfilling the needs.

Bagan Ancient Cultur-
al Zone, where ancient pago-
das and religious edifices can
be seen in only one place, has

been in existence for more than
one thousand years and it is not
only the pride of the entire na-
tionals of Myanmar but also an
attraction for foreigners across
the world but unfortunately,
it was hit by an earthquake of
6.8 magnitude on 24 August,
2016.—Myanmar News Agency

MLM system using companies
to have action taken
according to existing law

THE companies which are using
Multilevel marketing (MLM)
system will have action taken
according to the existing laws
including Goods and Servic-
es Law, Income Tax Law and
Commercial Tax Law, accord-
ing to Major-General Aung Soe,
Deputy minister for Home Af-
fairs.

“Currently, we haven’t had
a special law for taking acting
against those using the MLM
system but we will take action
against them according to the
existing laws,” he added.

The deputy minister state-
ment came in response to a que-
ry from a Hlutttaw representa-
tive.

“Does the government have
a plan to prohibit and take ac-
tion against those companies
exercising the MLM system,”
asked U Aung Kyaw Kyaw Oo,
the Hlutttaw representative from

Hlaing township on Thursday at
the 2nd Hluttaw meeting Third
regular session.

The  companies using
MLM systems target the stu-
dents and are selling their prod-
ucts at a higher price than the
street price.

Those who can afford to
spend money and do not have
a regular job, those who are
gullible and those who are
greedy are working for the
companies using MLM system,
he added.

The authorities took action
against three companies which
distributed their products by us-
ing MLM system under section
5 (H) of Emergency Provisions
Act in 2009-2010.

The authorities have con-
fiscated the products, property
and monetary assets in addition
to liquidation of their compa-
nies.—Myitmakha News Agency

Japan Grants US$719,857 for five projects
for construction of schools in Bago Region,
Ayeyawady Region and Chin State

MR. Tateshi HIGUCHI, Ambas-
sador of Japan to Myanmar, and
Chairpersons of the School Con-
struction Committees concerned
signed the grant contracts for five
projects on Thursday.

Under these contracts, Ja-
pan’s Grant Assistance for Grass-
roots Human Security Projects
(GGP) Scheme will provide a
total of US$ 719,857 to five pro-
jects for construction of schools.

The projects include con-
struction of Nga Pyaw Taw Vil-
lage Basic Education Primary

School in Letpadan Town-
ship, Bago Region, construction
of Kyon Taing Village Basic Ed-
ucation High School in Wakema
Township, Ayeyarwady Region;
construction of Auk Yin Village
Basic Education Primary School
in Kanpetlet Township, Chin
State; construction of Lailinpi
Village Basic Education High
School in Matupi Township,
Chin State and construction of

Mr Tateshi Higuchi, Ambassador of Japan to Myanmar, and an
official from Chin State exchange notes after signing the contract for
construction of schools in Chin State. PHoto: SuppLIED

Sakhai Village Basic Education
Middle School in Matupi Town-
ship, Chin State.

The grant contracts except 2
are to assist the ones out of 493

flood affected schools requested
by the Myanmar Government
to the Japanese Government for
the reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion.—GNLM
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Syrian government
forces press attack
in east Aleppo

ALEPPO/BEIRUT  —
Syrian government forc-
es pressed an offensive
in Aleppo on Thursday
night and into Friday with
ground fighting and air
strikes, Reuters witnesses,
rebels and a monitoring
group said, part of a push
to retake all of the city’s
besieged rebel-held east.

“Helicopters,  war-
planes and rocket bom-
bardment like every day.
Nothing has changed,”
a Turkish-based official
with the Jabha Shamiya
rebel group told Reuters,
describing the situation as
of 9:30 am on Friday.

The official added that
despite the bombardment,
“the guys are steadfast”.

Syrian  government

and allied forces have in
the last two weeks driven
rebels from most of their
territory in what was once
Syria’s  most  populous
city. The rebels have con-
trolled the eastern section
since 2012, and Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad
said in an interview pub-
lished on Thursday that
retaking Aleppo would
change the course of the
civil war across the whole

country.
A military source told
Reuters: “Until now 32

neighbourhoods have been
liberated out of an original
40 in east Aleppo... The
advance is going accord-
ing to plan and is some-
times faster than expect-
ed.”—Reuters

Chaos, desperation at first UN
aid distribution inside Mosul

An Iraqi boy holds the hand of his sister as they wait to
receive aid outside a distribution point run by United
Nations agencies at Zahra district, east of Mosul, Iraq.
PHoto: ReUTERS

MOSUL  (Iraq) —
Iragi police fired shots in
the air and threatened to
whip crowds with a hose
as residents tried to overrun
the first distribution of aid
by UN agencies inside Mo-
sul on Thursday, a scene
of the desperation in areas
retaken from Islamic State.

The distribution aimed
to reach 45,000 people in
total at several locations but
showed the challenges for
humanitarian organisations
seeking to alleviate acute
shortages of water, food
and fuel.

As word of the aid
spread, residents of the
Zuhour neighbourhood
flocked to a boys’ pri-
mary school chosen as a
distribution point — men
queuing to one side of the
main entrance and women
on the other. Fifty-six year
old Saad Salih came in an
electric wheelchair but the
battery was flat and there
is no power in Mosul to
re-charge it, so a neighbour

pushed him along. “We
need everything,” Salih
said. “The disabled should
have priority. It’s hard for
us.”

The men queued
in relative order, but the
women crushed against the
door and tempers flared.
“We can’t push them back
because they are women,”
said one of the policemen
controlling the crowd. An-
other brandished a section
of hose, threatening to hit
anyone who tried to push
through.

Eventually, the organ-
izers began to let people in
small groups, but could not
control the flow as hundreds
surged forward against just
a handful of men pushing to
close the gate.

They burst through,
and began climbing over
the walls and pushing in
through the exit until the
police, firing shots in the air
and wielding long sticks,
managed to regain con-
trol.—Reuters

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF CONSTRUCTION
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
Invitation for Bids

Date 12 December 2016

Loan/Grant No. and Title 3199-MYA:Maubin - Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project

Contract No. and Title MP G3 Rotary drilling machine for geotechnical survey with accessories

Deadline for Submission of Bids: 9 January 2017, 10:00 AM (Myanmar time)

1.  The Government of Myanmar has received financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward the cost of Maub-
in-Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this financing for payments under the
contract named above. Bidding is open to bidders from eligible source countries of ADB.

2. The Ministry of Construction, Department of Highways (“the Purchaser”) invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for
supply of a rotary drill to equip the National Road Research Laboratory under MOC in Yangon. The equipment is one unit
of portable rotary drilling machine for geotechnical investigation with nominal depth capacity of at least 50m, hydraulic feed of
drill rods, and machine weight including engine of 290 — 370 kg, together with core barrels and diamond bits. Equipment must
be products of an internationally renowned manufacturer, with proven reputation for quality and service. The bidding will be in
a single lot.The delivery period is 24 weeks.

3. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding:
* Successful completion as main supplier within the last 5 years, of at least 1 contract for supply of similar goods

with value at least US$ 60,000.
“Similar goods” are defined as any laboratory or field testing or survey equipment, or drilling equipment.

4. National Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s Single-Stage: One-Envelope procedure and is
open to all bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document.

5. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

Director, PMU, Maubin - Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project

Room 502, Building 2B, Bagan Housing, 334 / 344 Anawrahta Road, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: +959 861 5172, +95 9 5058066

Fax: +95 1222 361

E-mail: pmuloan3199mp@gmail.com

6. To receive the Bidding Documents in English, eligible bidders should write to the address above requesting the Bidding
Documents for Contract MP G3 Rotary drilling machine for geotechnical survey with accessories. The bidding documentis free
of charge, and will be sent by email.No liability will be accepted for the loss or late delivery of the document.

7. Deliver your bid

* to the address above

» on or before the deadline: 10:00 AM (Myanmar time) on 9 January 2017
Electronic submission of Bids is not permitted.Bids will be opened immediately after the deadline for bid submission in the
presence of bidders’ representatives who choose to attend.

8. The Ministry of Construction, Department of Highways will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by bidders
in connection with the preparation or delivery of bids.

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF CONSTRUCTION
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHWAYS
Invitation for Bids

Date 12 December 2016

Loan/Grant No. and Title 3199-MYA:Maubin - Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project

Contract No. and Title MP G2 Pavement condition survey equipment (FWD, Car-mounted rough-

ness meter, Benkelman beam)

Deadline for Submission of Bids:

23 January 2017, 10:00 AM (Myanmar time)

1. The Government of Myanmar has received financing from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) toward the cost of Maub-
in-Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project, and it intends to apply part of the proceeds of this financing for payments under the
contract named above. Bidding is open to bidders from eligible source countries of ADB.

2. The Ministry of Construction, Department of Highways(“the Purchaser”) invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for sup-
ply of Pavement condition survey equipment to equip the National Road Research Laboratory under MOC in Yangon. The
equipment includes Pavement condition survey equipment (FWD, Car-mounted roughness meter, Benkelman beam). Equipment
mliSt be products of internationally renowned manutacturers, with proven reputation for quality and service.The bidding will be
in lots:

» Lot 1 FWD equipment

* Lot 2 Pavement roughness profilers, Benkelman beam
Bi(li_der; may bid for a single lot or any combination of lots. The delivery period is 24 weeks for Lot 1, 4 - 12 weeks for items
in Lot 2.

3. Only eligible Bidders with the following key qualifications should participate in this bidding:
* Successful completion as main supplier within the last 5 years, of at least 1 contract for supply of similar goods
with value at least the following values:
Lot 1 USS$ 100,000

Lot 2 USS$ 100,000
“Similar goods” are defined as any laboratory or field testing equipment, scientific instruments, or information technology or
telecommunications equipment.

4. National Competitive Bidding will be conducted in accordance with ADB’s Single-Stage: One-Envelope procedure and is
open to all bidders from eligible countries as described in the Bidding Document.

5. To obtain further information and inspect the Bidding Documents, bidders should contact:

Director, PMU, Maubin - Pyapon Road Rehabilitation Project

Room 502, Building 2B, Bagan Housing, 334 / 344 Anawrahta Road, Yangon, Myanmar
Tel: +959 861 5172, +95 9 5058066

Fax: +95 1222 361

E-mail: pmuloan3199mp@gmail.com

6.To receive the Bidding Documents in English, eligible bidders should write to the address above requesting the Bidding Doc-
uments for Contract MP G2 Pavement condition survey equipment. The bidding document is free of charge, and will be sent by
email. No liability will be accepted for the loss or late delivery of the document.
7. Deliver your bid

* to the address above

+ on or before the deadline: 10:00 AM (Myanmar time) on 23 January 2017

» together with a Bid Security as described in the Bidding Document.
Electronic submission of Bids is not permitted. Bids will be opened immediately after the deadline for bid submission in the
presence of bidders’ representatives who choose to attend.

8. The Ministry of Construction, Department of Highways will not be responsible for any costs or expenses incurred by bidders
in connection with the preparation or delivery of bids.
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e INTERNATIONADRECIGHT S SEHEDULE -

YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON YGN TO ICN ICN TO YGN Y- HATIONWAL FLIGHTS SCHED
Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days
TG-304 09:50 11:45  Daily TG-303 755 850  Daily KE-472 23:30 750 _ Dally KE-471 1845 2225  Dally MBRICISI SINEIMBE
TG-2302 15:00 16:55  Daily TG-2301 13:15 14:10  Daily Flightno. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days
TG-306 19:45 21:40  Daily TG-305 17:50 18:45  Daily TN 1) UL [KUIL 11O YEN MI-533  15:20 20:15 2 MI-522  11:00 1250 26
PG-706 6:15 8:30 Daily PG-701 850 9:40 Daily Flight no. Dep _ Arv Days Flight no. Dep _Arv Days MI-522  13:40 20:15 2,6 MI-533  11:00 14:25 2
PG-702 10:30 12:25  Dalily PG-707 13145 14:35  Daily QA0S GE) A2s  PEMY LU GHSD D (DETLY
PG-708 1520 17:15  Daily PG-703 1825 19:15 3 AK-503 19:30 23:45  Daily AK-502 17:50 19:00  Daily MDL TO BKK BKK TO MDL
PG-708 18:20 20:15 3 PG-703 16:45 17:35 Daily 8M-501  7:50 11:50 1,35 8M-502 12:50 13:50 1,35 Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days
PG-704 20:00 21:55  Daily PG-705 20:30 21:45  Dally MH-741 12:15 16:30  Daily MH-742 13:40 1450 16,7 PG-710 14:05 16:30  Daily PG-709 12:00 13:220  Dalily
Eane oD e Daily 8M-336 1040 11:25  Daily MH-743 15:45 20:05 1,4,6,7 MH-740 10:05 11:15  Daily
8M-331 16:30 18:15  Daily 8M-332 19:15 20:00  Daily YGN TO KMG KMG TO YGN _ MDL TO KMG _ KMG TO MDL
UB-017 1510 19:20 135 UB-020 11:00 11:30 7 Fiightno. Dep AW Days Fiightno. Dep _An ___ Days Flight no._Dep _Arv Da}f Flight no._Dep __Arv Da}is
32‘81; 187;)550 1;:32;) 2'4%57 UB'g;g 2;3120 290350 2Da”ye CA-416 1215 1545  Daly CA-415 1045 11.15  Daily e T S ) S e
E ¢ ] UB- 45 945 1245, : : : :
S — MU-2032 15:20 13:40 2,456,7 MU-2031 14:00 14:30 1 IR ST T
12,3,4,5, MU-2012 12:25 18:40 3 MU-2011 0815 11;25 3 . .
- . Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days
YGN TO DMK DMK TO YGN MU2091 1355114 30T2:4:5,5.7 PG-722 20:25 22:35 2 PG-721 18:25 19:35 2
Flightno. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days YGN TO TPE TPE TO YGN PG-722 19:30 22:30 1,2,3,4,57 PG-721 17:00 19:00 1,2,3,4,57
FD-252 8:30 10:15  Daily FD-251 7.5 800  Daily Fightno. Dep  Arv Days Flightno. Dep  Arv Days
FD-256 13:25 15:10  Daily FD-255 12:05 12:55  Daily CI-7916 10;45 16:15 1,2,3,4,6 Cl-7915 7:00 9:45 1,2,3,46
FD-258 20:05 21:55  Daily FD-257 18:05 18:55  Daily Fighro Do Arv Bas Fighiro Dep— A Bays
— . CA-906_ 23:50 0550+1 __ 3,7 CA905_10:30 2250 __ 3.7 8M = Myanmar Airways International
= q E aily DD-4230 6:20 7:05 Daily BG - Blman Bangl&jeSh A”‘Iln%
DD-4239 21:00 22:45  Daily DD-4238 19:30 20:15  Dalily YGN TO HAN HAN TO YGN B
SL-201 11:00 13:00  Daily SL-200 9:05 10:00  Daily Fightno. Dep A~v____ Days Flightno. Dep AV Days MH = MaaysiaAirlines
SL-207 20:05 21:45  “Daily SL-206 18:15 19:05  “Daily VN-956 19:10 21:30 1,3,5,6,7 VN-957 1650 18:10 1,3,5,6,7 MU = ChinaEastern Airlines
VGN TO CAN CANTO YGN YGN TO SGN SGN TO YGN NH = All Nippon Airways
Fighino. Dep A Days Fighino. Dep AW Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days SQ = SngaporeAlrways
Y ETOEEL. | b SR Y D = VN-942 12:10 15:00 2,3457 VN-943 9:35 11:10 23457 PG = Bangkok Airways
8M-711 8:40 13:15 2,47 8M-712 14:15 15:50 2,4,7 YGN TO HKG HKG TO YGN UB = Myanmar Nationa Airlines
CZz-3056 11:25 16:15 3,6 CZ-3055 8:50 10:25 3,6 Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flightno. Dep  Arv Days VN = Vietham Airline
CZz-3056 17:30 22:35 15 CZ-3055 14:40 16:30 15 3 : : 2.3,4.6, 3 : : 2.3,5.6, _ N .
RSNl E  [RAzsmrEseRE ey | | SR o kS AK = Air Asia
Fighine ;erN TZVS'N Bas Fighine S:: TOA:/GN Bays UB-8027 9:45 14:15 157 UB-8028 15:15 1655 1,57 Al = Alr' |nd|§\ : CA = A”’_Chlna
8M-231 820 12:50  Daily 8M-232 1350 1520  Daily YGN TO DOH DOH TO YGN Cl = ChmaA'.r lines CZ = Chma.SOUthem
SQ-997 10:35 15:10  Daily SQ-998 07:55 09:20  Daily Flight no. Dep _ Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days DD = Nok A'rl_me FD = A'rAS'a_ .
MI-515 14:20 18:50 15 MI-522  11:00 12:20 46 QR-919 8:15 10555 14,6 QR-918 20:40 6:25 35,6 KA = Dragonair KE = KoreaAirlines
MI-519  17:35 22:10  Daily MI-518  15:15 16:40  Daily YGN TO CNX CNX TO YGN Ml = Silk Air QR = Qatar Airways
MI-522  15:45 20:15 4,6 MI-516  12:00 13:25 1,5 Flightno. Dep  Arv Days Flightno. Dep  Arv Days TG = Thal AIrW&yS TR = Tlger Airline
WIHSER IS0 20 2 Villkses LoD 120 2 PG 724 1310 1505  Daily PG723 1140 12:35  Daily
3k-584  19:15 23:50 2,5 3K-583 17:05 18:35 2,5
3K-582 11:15 1550 1,3,4,5,6,7 3k-581 855 10:25 1,3,4,5,6,7 YGN TO DAC DAC TO YGN _
TR-2823 9:45 2:15 Daily TR-2822 7:20 8:45 Daily Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days DAY 4 - ThUFSday
UB-001 7:30 12:00  Daily UB-002 13:15 14:45  Daily BG-061 16:15 18:00 1,36 BG-060 12:45 1530 13,6 1 = Monday 5 = Friday
YGN TO NRT NRT TO YGN MDL TO DMK DMK TO MDL 2 = Tu&eday 6 = Saturday
Flightno. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Da}’S Flight no. Dep Arv Da}/S Q = Wedn@day 7 = Sunday
NH-814 21:4506:50+1 Daily NH-813 11:00 15:40 Daily FD-245 12:45 15:00 Daily FD-244 10:50 12:15 Daily

Inmarsat switches to Arianespace for
satellite launch after SpaceX delays

LONDON — British satel-
lite company Inmarsat will
switch to using Ariane-
space from rival SpaceX
to launch a new satellite
to provide broadband con-
nectivity to air passengers,
it said on Thursday.

The S-band satellite
had been scheduled to
launch with technology
billionaire Elon Musk’s
SpaceX but Inmarsat said
setbacks to  SpaceX’s
launch schedule prompted

In fossil rarity, tumour
found in 255-million-
year-old beast

WASHINGTON — Sci-
entists examining the jaw-
bone of a saber-toothed,
mammal-like beast that
prowled Tanzania 255
million years ago have
come across a remarkable
fossil rarity: one of the
oldest-known tumours.
University of Wash-
ington  researchers on
Thursday described a be-
nign tumour composed
of miniature tooth-like

Gorgonopsians were
among the top predators
of their time, thriving
from about 270 million
to 252 million years ago
when they were wiped out
during Earth’s worst mass
extinction at the end of
the Permian Period. Their
demise came roughly 20
million years before the
first dinosaurs.

When the researchers
sliced into the mandible

it to turn to Arianespace structures they found em-  fossil from Tanzania’s
instead. _ bedded next to the root of Ruhuhu  Valley, they

Inmarsat  said  on the creature’s enlarged ca-  found a benign dental tu-
Thursday that _ Europe- nine tooth while studying mor called a compound
an-owned Arianespace odontoma that grows

will launch the S-band sat-

an unrelated aspect of the

Lo jaw. within the gums or oth-
ellite in mid-2017. The animal was a er jaw soft tissues. When
SpaceX has been member of an extinct people get one, surgery

forced to delay December
rocket launches until Janu-
ary as an investigation con-
tinues into why one rocket
burst into flames on 1 Sep-
tember.

SpaceX has a backlog
of more than 70 missions
for NASA and commer-
cial customers, worth more
than $10 billion.

No-one at SpaceX was

Staff at satellite communications company Inmarsat work in front of a screen showing
subscribers using their service throughout the world, at their headquarters in London, in
2014. PHoto: ReUTERS

immediately available to
comment on the loss of
the contract, the value of
which was not revealed by
Inmarsat.

Inmarsat said that it
still planned to launch a

different satellite, the In-
marsat-5 F4, with SpaceX
during the first-half of
2017, adding that it looked
forward to working with
SpaceX in future.

Inmarsat plans to

use the S-band satellite
for providing air passen-
gers with connectivity,
as part of the European
Aviation Network project
with Deutsche Telecom.
—Reuters

group of four-legged car-
nivores called gorgonop-
sians that mixed mam-
mal-like and reptile-like
traits. They reached up
to 10 feet (3 meters) long
and appeared early in the
evolutionary lineage that
led to mammals. The jaw-
bone came from one of
the smaller gorgonopsian
species.

is sometimes used to re-
move it.

“There was no indi-
cation that there was a tu-
mor in this jaw. It looked
normal before we cut it
open.

It was pure luck that
we found the tumor,”
University of Washing-
ton paleobiologist Megan
Whitney said.—Reuters



12 WORLD

Hillary Clinton speaks to the Children’s Defence Fund in Washington. Pxoto: ReuTers

Clinton calls ‘fake news’ a threat
to US democracy

WASHINGTON — For-

mer Secretary of State
Hillary  Clinton  called
“fake news” a danger that
must be addressed quickly,
in a rare public appearance
on Thursday, a month af-
ter she lost the presiden-
tial election in a campaign
marked by a flood of such
propaganda.

“We must stand up for
our democracy,” Clinton
said during a tribute to re-
tiring Senate Democratic
Leader Harry Reid, refer-
ring to what she called “the
epidemic of malicious fake
news and false propaganda
that flooded social media
over the past year.”

Clinton urged action
from both the private and
public sectors to combat
the false reports.

“It’s now clear that so-
called ‘fake news’ can have
real-world  consequences.

This isn’t about politics or
partisanship. Lives are at
risk. Lives of ordinary peo-
ple just trying to go about
their days, to do their jobs,
contribute to their commu-
nities,” she said.

Clinton herself has
been a target of fake news,
with  internet  postings
claiming that a pizza res-
taurant in Washington was
fronting a child sex ring run
by Clinton.

On Sunday, a North
Carolina man wielding an
assault rifle fired a gun in-
side the restaurant, located
in  northwest Washing-
ton just a few miles from
Thursday’s ceremony, ac-
cording to police, who said
the suspect told them he
had come to “investigate” a
fake news report.

Clinton’s appearance
at the Thursday event,
packed with mostly Dem-

ocratic elected officials in-
cluding Vice President Joe
Biden, was greeted with a
standing ovation and rau-
cous applause.

Clinton, also a former
senator who served with
Reid, made a wry refer-
ence to the relatively low
profile she has kept since
Republican Donald Trump
won the Nov. 8 presidential
election, referring to “a few
weeks of taking selfies in
the woods.” She indirectly
acknowledged her defeat
as she began her tribute to
Reid: “This is not exactly
the speech at the Capitol |
hoped to be making after
the election.”

The new US president
delivers an inaugural ad-
dress on 20 January, stand-
ing on a large platform
erected every four years on
the west front of the Capitol
building.—Reuters

Conjoined twins who faced each other
separated in California surgery

LOS ANGELES — Con-
joined  2-year-old twin
girls who were separated
at a California hospital this
week were recovering in
stable condition after 17
hours of surgery, officials
said on Thursday.

Separation surgery is
performed about five times
a year in the United States,
with doctors successfully
handling one last month in
Memphis, Tennessee, on
twin sisters born in Nige-
ria.

The operation on Eri-
ka and Eva Sandoval, who
faced each other, was done
at Lucile Packard Chil-
dren’s Hospital, part of the
Stanford University health
system in Palo Alto, Cali-
fornia.

The surgery was

challenging because they
shared much of their low-
er body and had one liver,
one bladder and three legs,
hospital officials said in a
statement.

In video provided by
the hospital, the surgical
team was shown gathered
around the twins, forming
a circle with their arms
around each other before
beginning the procedure.

The team, in the
surgery started on Tues-
day completed early on
Wednesday, divided the
bladder into two separate
organs. It also split the
liver to give half to each
child, the statement said.

The girls each have
one leg, with doctors using
the third leg for reconstruc-
tion, taking its skin and

muscle to close one child’s
abdominal wall, officials
said. The girls are expected
to remain in the intensive
care unit at the hospital for
two weeks. They are shar-
ing a hospital room in sep-
arate beds.

“Seeing them now in
the ICU, you look at them
and think “You’re missing
your other half’ but we
know that this is the right
path for them: to be inde-
pendent, have the chance
to succeed and explore on
their own everything the
world has to offer,” the
twins’ mother, Aida Sand-
oval, said in a statement.
Most conjoined twins die
in the womb, and about
half who are born alive do
not make it past a day.—
Reuters
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INVITATION FOR PRICE QUOTATIONS
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received financing from the International
Development Association (IDA) toward the cost of the National Community Driven
Development Project (NCDDP). The Department of Rural Development (DRD) of the
Ministry of Agriculture Livestock and Irrigation, in its role as implementing agency
of the NCDDP, intends to apply a portion of the proceeds of this credit to eligible
payments under the contract for which this bidding document is issued.

DRD now invites eligible suppliers to express their interest in supplying the following
items:

Ref No Description of Goods or Services Quantity Units
G.65 GSM 70 Units
G.67 AIR CONDITIONING 70 Units
G.68 DRINKING WATER COOLER 35 Units
G.71 CAMERAS 40 Cameras
G.72 WATER QUALITY TESTING KITS 20 Kits
G.76 [ SOFTWARE
“TEAM VIEWER” host license - premium version | 1 host licence
MICROSOFT “Windows 10 — Pro” licenses 54
MICROSOFT “MS PROJECT” Licenses 20
MICROSOFT “WINDOWS SERVER?” licenses | 17
“NANO CAD PRO” Licenses 15

Expressions of Interest must be submitted in a written form to the address below (in
person) and clearly indicate one or more of the Reference number above. Eligible
suppliers having expressed interest will receive a INVITATION TO QUOTE (ITQ).
Sealed Quotations will be submitted to the address below at the latest the dead line,
after which no Quotations will be accepted.

The goods will be contracted in 6 (Six) separate contract. Suppliers will be selected
following the Shopping Method as per the “Guidelines for Procurement of Goods,
Works and non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by
World Bank Borrowers” dated January 2011.

Please submit Expression of Interest and Sealed Quotations to:U Kyaw Soe, Deputy
Director General, Department of Rural Development, Office No.(14), Nay Pyi Taw.
For detailed information please contact U Kyaw Swa Aung, Director, Procurement
and Logistic Section, Mobile phone 0943434333 or office phone 067409071/ Email:
unioncddprocurement@gmail.com

For more information on the NCDD Project please also visit Website: www.cdd.
drdmyanmar.org.

INVITATION FOR PRICE QUOTATIONS

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received financing from the International
Development Association (IDA) towards the cost of the National Community Driv-
en Development Project (NCDDP). The IDA No of the financing agreement is No
H814MM. The Department of Rural Development (DRD) of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Livestock and Irrigation, in its role as implementing agency of the NCDDP, intends to
apply a portion of the proceeds of this financing towards eligible payments under the
Purchase Order/Contract for the supply and installation of diesel generators and current
stabilizers for fifteen (15) regional offices and twenty (20) new townships. DRD now
invites eligible suppliers to express their interest in supplying the following items:

Reference Number: G 66 — SUPPLY and INSTALLATION of
DIESEL GENERATORS and
ELECTRIC CURRENT STABILIZERS for 15 Regional Offices and 20 New

Townships
Reference | Lot | Item Description Quantity
No. No. | No.
Turnkey supply and installation of a Diesel
G 66 1 1 | Generator and Electric Current Stabilizer 35
set in each of the 15 Regional Offices
and 20 New Townships
Supply of the material | Yangon Regional DRD Office,
for pre installation No 245, Thanlyetsun Street,
inspection Botataung Township, Yangon.
(tel. 09-73100744):
Turnkey supply and Regional Offices:Sittwe, Mintat, Myintkina, Loikaw,
installation to Township | Hpan, Malawmyine, Myeik, Taunggyi, Yangon, Pathein,
and Regional Offices Bago, Magway, Monywar, Mandalay, Naypyitaw._
(Project Sites) New Townships: Ngaputaw, Pantaung, Hparsaung, Baw-
lakhe, Loikaw, Shartaw, Maisae, Matupi, Saw, Hteelin,
Pauk, Paung, Nahtogyi, Pyinmana, Pyawbwe, Yamethin,
Kunchankone, Kyauktan, Mockaung, Hsesi.

Expressions of Interest must be submitted in a written form to the address below (in
person) and clearly indicate the reference number above. Eligible suppliers having
expressed interest will receive an INVITATION TO QUOTE (ITQ).

Sealed Quotations will be submitted to the address below at the latest at the dead line
of Monday 9 January 2017, after which no Quotations will be accepted.

The goods will be contracted in 1 (one) contract. Suppliers will be selected following
the Shopping Method as per the “Guidelines for Procurement of Goods, Works and
non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits & Grants by World Bank
Borrowers” dated January 2011.

Please submit your Expression of Interest for receiving the Invitation to Quote
(ITQ) to: U Kyaw Soe, Deputy Director General, Department of Rural Develop-
ment, Office No.(14), Nay Pyi Taw.

For detailed information please contact U Kyaw Swa Aung, Director, Procurement
and Logistic Section, Mobile phone 0943434333 or office phone 067409071/ Email:
unioncddprocurement@gmail.com.

For more information on the NCDD Project please also visit Website: www.cdd.

drdmyanmar.org.
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John Glenn, first American to orbit Earth dles at 95

WASHINGTON — John
Glenn, who became one of
the 20th century’s greatest
explorers as the first Amer-
ican to orbit Earth and later
as the world’s oldest astro-
naut, and also had a long
career as a US senator,
died in Ohio on Thursday
at age 95.

Glenn, the last surviv-
ing member of the original
seven American “Right
Stuff” Mercury astronauts,
died at the James Cancer
Hospital at Ohio State Uni-
versity in Columbus, said
Hank Wilson, a spokesman
at the university’s John

Glenn College of Pub-
lic Affairs, which Glenn
helped found.

Glenn was credited
with reviving US pride af-
ter the Soviet Union’s ear-
ly domination of manned
space exploration. His
three laps around the world
in the Friendship 7 cap-
sule on 20 February, 1962,
forged a powerful link be-
tween the former fighter
pilot and the Kennedy-era
quest to explore outer
space as a “New Frontier.”

President Barack Oba-
ma, who in 2012 awarded
Glenn the nation’s highest

civilian honour, the Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom,
said: “With John’s pass-
ing, our nation has lost an
icon.”

“When John Glenn
blasted off from Cape
Canaveral atop an Atlas
rocket in 1962, he lifted
the hopes of a nation,”
Obama said in a statement.
“And when his Friend-
ship 7 spacecraft splashed
down a few hours later,
the first American to orbit
the Earth reminded us that
with courage and a spirit of
discovery there’s no limit
to the heights we can reach

together.”

President-elect Don-
ald Trump said on Twitter
the United States had lost
“a great pioneer of air and
space in John Glenn. He
was a hero and inspired
generations of future ex-
plorers.”

As the third of sev-
en astronauts in NASA’s
solo-flight Mercury pro-
gram to venture into space,
Glenn became more of a
media fixture than the oth-
ers and was known for his
composure and willing-
ness to promote the pro-
gramme.—Reuters

el "
STS-95 Payload Specialist John Glenn posmons himself to
take photos from the Space Shuttle Discovery’s aft flight
deck windows on Flight Day 3 in this NASA handout image
dated on 31 October 1998. PHoto: ReUTERS

8.

Facsimile number

Invitation for Bids

Date: 9"December 2016

Loan Agreement No.:MY-P4 dated 5" September, 2014
IFB No.:MR/BD/104

1.

The Government of Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received a loan from
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) towards the cost of the Yangon-
Mandalay Railway Improvement Project Phase I. Itis intended that part of the proceeds
of this loan will be applied to eligible payments under the contract for Package CP104:
Rolling Stock.
Bidding will be conducted through procedures in accordance with the applicable
Guidelines for Procurement under Japanese ODA Loans, and is open to all Bidders
from eligible source countries, as defined in the Loan Agreement. The Eligible
Nationality of the Bidders shall be Japan in the case of the prime contractor. In
case where the prime contractor is a joint venture, such joint venture will be
eligible provided that the nationality of the lead partner is Japan, that the nationality
of the other partner is Japan and/or the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and
that the total share of work of Japanese partners in the joint venture is more than
fifty percent (50%) of the contract amount.
Myanma Railways, Ministry of Transport and Communications now invites sealed
Bids from interested eligible Bidders for the design, execution and completion of
Rolling Stock (Diesel Electric Multiple Unit) (“the Works”). International Competitive
Bidding will be conducted in accordance with JICA’s Single-Stage Bidding Procedure.
Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information from and inspect the Bidding
Documents at the head office of Myanma Railways at the address shown below,
during office hour from 09:30 a.m.to 16:30 p.m. Monday to Friday.
Address : Tender Office, Myanma Railways Head Office, Nay Pyi Taw Railway
Station Compound, PobbaThiri Township, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
: +95-67-77011
: +95-67-77024
Facsimile number : +95-67-77012
: +95-67-77164
Electronic mail address: gmmne.rail@mrt.gov.mm,
dgmplan.rail@mrt.gov.mm
A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested eligible Bidders
on the submission of a written application to the address above and upon payment of
a non-refundable fee of United States Dollar one thousand (1,000 US$). Unless
Bidder’s eligibility is confirmed the Employer will decline to provide any Bid
information.
Bids must be delivered to the address above on or before14:00p.m. on 9" March
2017 and must be accompanied by a bid security of Japanese Yen one hundred and
twenty five million (JPY 125,000,000).
Technical Bids will be opened in the presence of prequalified Bidders’
representatives who choose to attend. The opening of Technical Bids will take
place on 7"April 2017, at 14:00 p.m. at Myanmar Railways Head Office
Conference Room, Nay Pyi Taw.
If Bidder is only one, the Employer may consider returning his Bid
unopened.

Telephone

Myanma Railways, Ministry of Transport and Communications
Managing Director

Nay Pyi Taw Railway Station Compound,

PobbaThiri Township, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Telephone

:+95-67-77011
1 +95-67-77024
: +95-67-77012
: +95-67-77164

Electronic mail address:gmmne.rail@mrt.gov.mm dgmplan.rail@mrt.gov.mm

Advertise with us.

Hotline: 09-974424848

Invitation for Prequalification

Date: 9" December 2016

Loan Agreement No.: MY-P4 dated 5" September, 2014

IFP No : MR/PQ/104

1. TheGovernmentof Republic ofthe Union of Myanmar hasreceived ODA Loan
(Loan Agreement dated 5™ September, 2014) from Japan International Cooper-
ation Agency toward the cost of the Yangon-Mandalay Railway Improvement
Project Phase | (hereinafter referred to as “the Project”). It is intended that
part of the proceeds of this Loan will be applied to eligible payments under the
contractresulting from the bidding for which this prequalification is conducted.

2. Myanma Railways, Ministry of Transport and Communications,(hereinafter
referred to as “the Employer”) intends to prequalify suppliers and/or firms
for the procurement of rolling stocks under the Project; namely the Package
CP104: Rolling Stock (hereinafter referred to as “the Contract”).

Brief description of supply under the Contract:

Numbers: 4 train sets of 6-car each (total 24 cars)

Type of car: diesel electric multiple units (DEMU)

Maximum operating speed: 100km per hour

Place of delivery: Insein DRC Depot, 15km away from Yangon
Purpose : operating on the Yangon Mandalay railway line

3. Invitation for Bids is made on the same date of the Invitation for Prequalifi-
cation for the simultaneous process of Prequalification and Bids.

4. Prequalification will be conducted through procedures in accordance with the
applicable Guidelines for Procurement under Japanese ODA Loans, and is
open to all Applicants from eligible source countries, as defined in the Loan
Agreement. The Eligible Nationality of the Applicants shall be Japan in the
case of the prime contractor. In case where the prime contractor is a joint
venture, such joint venture will be eligible provided that the nationality of the
lead partner is Japan, that the nationality of the other partners is Japan and/or
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and that total share of work of Japanese
partners in the joint venture is more than fifty percent (50%) of the contract
amount.

5. Interested eligible Applicants may obtain further information from and inspect
the Prequalification Documents at Tender Office in the head office of Myanma
Railways at Nay Pyi Taw Railway Station Compound, PobbaThiri Township,
Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, during office hour from 09:30 a.m.to 16:30 p.m.
Monday to Friday.

6 A complete set of the Prequalification Documents may be purchased by in-
terested eligible Applicant(s) on the submission of a written Application to
the address above and upon payment of non-refundable fee of United States
Dollar One Hundred (US$ 100).

Unless eligibility of Applicant is confirmed the Employer will decline to pro-
vide any Prequalification information.

7. Applications for prequalification should be submitted in sealed envelopes,
delivered to the address above by14:00 p.m.9" March 2017and be clearly
marked “Application to Prequalify for Yangon-Mandalay Railway Improve-
ment Project Phase |: Package CP104: Rolling Stock.”

8. If Applicantisonly one, The Employer may consider returning the application
unopened.

Myanma Railways, Ministry of Transport and Communications

Managing Director

Nay Pyi Taw Railway Station Compound,

PobbaThiri Township, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar

Telephone: +95-67-77011
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‘La La Land,’
‘Moonlight’ among
AFI’s best films of 2016

LOS ANGELES — Modern musi-
cal “LaLaLand,” independent dra-
ma “Moonlight” and sci-fi movie
“Arrival” were among the diverse
genres selected as the year’s best
films by the American Film Insti-
tute (AFI) on Thursday.

AFI’s top 10 films and tel-
evision shows of the year were
announced ahead of next week’s
Golden Globe nominations and
Screen Actors Guild nominations,
and help shape the contenders in
Hollywood’s annual awards sea-
son. The list also includes Denzel
Washington drama “Fences,” Mel
Gibson’s war movie ‘“Hacksaw
Ridge,” Western heist story “Hell
or High Water,” grief drama “Man-
chester By the Sea,” Martin Scors-
ese’s “Silence,” Clint Eastwood’s
“Sully” and Disney animated film
“Zootopia.”

“La La Land” and “Moon-
light” are being touted by awards
pundits as frontrunners in the Os-

cars best picture race.

The AFI list is compiled by
critics, scholars, TV and film art-
ists. The winners will be celebrated
at a lunch on 6 January. Among the
year’s best TV shows were HBO’s
medieval fantasy saga “Game of
Thrones,” crime mini-series “The
Night Of” and political comedy
“Veep.”

Other shows were FX’s 10-
part series “The People v. O.J.
Simpson: American Crime Story,”
spy thriller “The Americans” and
Donald Glover comedy “Atlanta.”

Netflix’s summer hit
“Stranger Things” and British peri-
od drama “The Crown” also made
the list, alongside NBC’s fami-
ly saga “This Is Us” and AMC’s
“Breaking Bad” spin-off, “Better
Call Saul.”

The AFI gave special recogni-
tion to ESPN’s five-part documen-
tary series “O.J.: Made in Ameri-
ca.” —Reuters
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Cast members pose as they arrive for the gala screening of the film ‘Moonlight’, on the second night of the
60th British Film Institute (BFI) London Film Festival at Embankment Garden Cinema in London, Britain, on 6
October 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

Actor Samuel L. Jackson accepts the Albert R. Broccoli Britannia Award
for Worldwide Contribution to Entertainment at the British Academy of
Film and Television Arts (BAFTA) Los Angeles’ Britannia Awards in
Beverly Hills, California, on 28 October 2016. PHoTo: ReUTERS

Samuel L. Jackson
honoured at Dubai
International Film Festival

DUBAI — Hollywood ac-
tor Samuel L. Jackson has
been honored with a Lifetime
Achievement Award at the
Dubai International Film Fes-
tival for his contribution to
cinema.

The “Pulp Fiction” and
“The Hateful Eight” actor
was among a host of movie
stars and producers attending
the festival’s opening on

Wednesday.

“I don’t know if it’s too
early ...It happens when it
happens,” Jackson said on the
red carpet. “I will continue to
go out there and do the things
that I do and who knows, may-
be I'll get a second lifetime
achievement award.”

The 13" edition of the
Dubai festival runs until 14
December. —Reuters

Fantasy meets tragedy in surreal ‘A Monster Calls’

NEW YORK — A teenage boy’s
struggle with his mother’s terminal
illness takes a surreal turn when he
finds comfort in a giant talking tree
monster in the emotional fantasy dra-
ma “A Monster Calls.”

The film is already attracting
awards buzz for its young Scottish star,
Lewis MacDougall, who plays Conor,
a quiet, artistic teenage boy who be-
comes a target for the school bully.

“I guess really I would use experi-
ences in my own life to try and under-
stand what Conor is feeling,” MacDou-
gall, 14, told reporters at the New York
premiere on Wednesday.

MacDougall has been nominated
for two critics awards by US groups as
well as a Spanish Feroz award.

The film, which also stars Liam
Neeson, Sigourney Weaver and Felici-
ty Jones, is adapted from the children’s
book of the same name by Patrick Ness.

Director J.A. Bayona incorporated
watercolor animations to illustrate the
stories of good and evil.—Reuters

Sigourney Weaver poses with co-star Lewis MacDougall as she arrives for the gala screening of the
film “A Monster Calls”, on the second night of the 60™ British Film Institute (BFI) London Film Festival
at Leicester Square in London, Britain, on 6 October 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

Art imitates life
for Will Smith
in ‘Collateral
Beauty’

NEW YORK — Art imitated
life for Will Smith when it came
to making “Collateral Beauty,”
a movie that explores how the
deepest of losses can reveal mo-
ments of wonder.

Smith plays Howard, a
New York advertising executive
whose perfect life is shattered by
the death of his 6-year-old daugh-
ter. While Smith was working on
the film, his own father was diag-
nosed with terminal cancer.

“I had this screenplay and
I’m doing all this research about
a guy who experiences death. At
the time, my father was given six
weeks,” Smith told Ellen DeGe-
neres on her Thursday talk show.
The film opens in US movie
theaters on 16 December.

“So, you know, the perfor-
mance for me and the movie for
me and the ideas are so deeply
personal,” he added. Smith’s fa-
ther, Willard Carroll Smith, lived
longer than expected but died in
November.

Smith heads an ensemble
cast that includes Helen Mirren,
Keira Knightley, Edward Norton
and Naomie Harris, all of whom
try to get through to Howard us-
ing unorthodox methods.

“Our biggest challenge in
terms of making the movie was
trying to find the right balance,
you know, the right tone between
humor and drama. I call it a
screwball drama because it’s this
wacky story with these very dra-
matic moments,” director David
Frankel told Reuters.—Reuters
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Manchester United’s Henrikh

Mkhitaryan scores their
first goal against FC Zorya
Luhansk at Chornomorets-

Stadium, Odessa, Ukraifieon 8
December, 2016. PHoto: RE®TERS

Mkhitaryan sparkles as United
reach Europa last 32

LONDON — Manchester
United are warming to the
task in the Europa League
as they booked a spot in
the last 32 with a 2-0 win
over Zorya Luhansk on a
freezing night in Ukraine on
Thursday.

Goals from Henrikh
Mkhitaryan, who made a
mockery of his two-month
exile from the starting line-
up with a superb individual
effort, and Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic secured an easy win
that banished memories
of their earlier group stage
struggles.

The victory confirmed
United in second place in
Group A behind Turkish
side Fenerbahce who ended
Feyenoord’s  qualification
hopes with a 1-0 away win
over the Dutch side.

Premier League South-
ampton, however, were
dumped out after a 1-1 draw
at home to Hapoel Beer
Sheva that was enough to
send the Israeli side into the
next round as Group K run-
ners-up.

United, who could
now view the competition
as their best route into the

Champions League with
their Premier League form
continuing to disappoint,
needed only a draw to pro-
gress but never looked in
danger of suffering an upset.

Mkhitaryan, who
joined United for 25 mil-
lion pounds from Borussia
Dortmund in the close sea-
son, may finally have won
over manager Jose Mourin-
ho after he danced through
the heart of the defence to
slot home his first goal for
the club early in the second
half.

The Armenian, a con-

stant thorn in Zorya’s side,
looks to have regained the
confidence that helped him
score 23 goals for Dort-
mund in all competitions
last season.

“l was waiting a long
time for this goal,” Mkhi-
taryan told BT Sport. “My
next goal has to be at Old
Trafford because | want to
score at home.”

Ibrahimovic netted
in the 88th minute after
latching on to a Paul Pog-
ba through ball, his seventh
goal in his last six games in
all competitions.—Reuters

Saturday, 10 December 2016

— Blatter

LONDON — Disgraced
former FIFA president
Sepp Blatter says succes-
sor Gianni Infantino has
showed him no respect by
failing to return his phone
calls.

Blatter, 80, lost his
Court of  Arbitration
(CAS) appeal on Monday
against a six-year ban for
ethics violations, imposed
amid the biggest corrup-
tion scandal to hit world
soccer’s governing body.

CAS ruled he had
authorised payments to
former France internation-
al Michel Platini, then the
European football boss,
worth over $2 million that
amounted to “undue gifts”
and therefore violated FI-
FA’s code of ethics.

Blatter  told  the

BBC’s World Football
programme that he has
met up with fellow Swiss

Disrespectful Infantino
won’t answer my calls

Infantino, who took over
as president in February,
to discuss “questions that
should be solved” at FIFA.

“After his election
we had a very good con-
tact and he stopped at my
house and we had a chat,”
said Blatter. “I told him |
have a list of questions that
should be solved in FIFA
which has not been solved
before.

“[Infantino] said, ‘I
will work on that’, and he
never came back. | have
asked him, | have sent
him a letter and | have
his personal number and
I was told that it’s still
correct.

“Never, never an an-
swer, never,” said Blatter.
“l have never seen in any
company that the new
president ... was not pay-
ing respect to the old pres-
ident.” —Reuters

Former FIFA President Sepp Blatter. PHoto: Reuters

Moenchengladbach defend club doctors after Dominguez retirement

BARCELONA — Borus-
sia Moenchenglad-
bach’s medical staff did
everything “humanly
possible” to help Alva-
ro Dominguez, the club’s
sporting director said on
Thursday, following the
defender’s retirement due
to injury.

Dominguez, 27, hung
up his boots this week due
to back problems and crit-
icised the club in Spanish
daily Marca for failing to

recognise the severity of
his injury.

“We are there for Al-
varo,” Max Eberl told re-
porters.

“Unfortunately  Al-
varo is making serious
allegations which we can
neither understand nor
comprehend. We of course
have full understanding for
his emotions after such a
grave decision. But | can
say this, that our doctors
did everything medically

and humanly possible to
help him.”

Former Atletico Ma-
drid defender Dominguez,
who joined Moencheng-
ladbach in 2012, said he
was considering taking le-
gal action against the Ger-
man club for failing to spot
the severity of his back
troubles.

“In May | stopped
playing because of my
back, but since February |
had strong pains that got

worse every day. | had tests
and they (Moencheng-
ladbach) told me not to
worry, to take an injection
and the pain would pass,”
Dominguez told Marca.

“I’'m considering all
my options and I’'m in the
hands of good lawyers in
Germany. | don’t feel |
need to win a court case,
I just want people to rec-
ognise no-one should be
treated like | was.”

The Spaniard said he

sought medical advice in
Madrid in the close season
and saw an independent
specialist in Germany who
advised him to undergo
surgery. He said the club
pleaded with him to avoid
having the operation.

Dominguez also said
Moenchengladbach  did
not pay him his full salary
for six weeks while he was
injured and only agreed to
pay for 30 per cent of his
treatment.

“They were within
their rights so there was
nothing | could do. I felt
like I had been there when
the club needed me and
they had left me hanging
after I'd sacrificed myself
for the team and then felt
like I was dying of pain at
home,” he added.

“I sacrificed my health
for the team and they only
thought about saving six
weeks of my salary. It was
all surreal to me.”—Reuters
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