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Cars carrying aid workers attacked in
Muse, one phllanthroplc man |njured

Northern Shan State remained under
attack yesterday, this time in Muse,
near the Chinese border, when two
cars carrying philanthropic workers
were attacked, causing one man to
be seriously injured.

At about 4pm yesterday, an
armed group identified by the gov-
ernment as a combined force of KIA,
TNLA and MNDAA opened fire on
two automobiles owned by the My-
ittamon Philanthropic team in Muse
township and the Parami Civil Soci-
ety asthe cars headed to the 105 mile
trade zone to help displaced people,
according to the State Counsdllor's
Office Information Committee.

The philanthropic teams left
for the trade zone after they heard
that there were displaced people in
Lwein village and nearby camps. On
their way, KIA, TNLA & MNDAA
began shooting at the cars with light
firearms from an uphill position,
hitting Ko Ye Min Aung, 23, in the
chest. The vehicle did not proceed
to the camp, but instead returned to
Muse hospital with the injured man
on board.

It is reported that the injured
man is continuing to receive medi-
cal treatment at the hospital.

Yesterday’s 4pm attack came
after Kutkai on Sunday endured
repeated heavy artillery fire in sev-
era attacks by the KIA, the TNLA
and the MNDAA, resulting in eight
deaths and 29 injuries, according to
the State Counsellor’s Office Infor-
mation Committee

The information committee said
military outposts, police stationsand a
trade centre came under surprised at-
tack by armed groups consisting most-
ly of KIA and TNLA troops, who aso
used vehicles along the Lashio-Muse
Road and threatened to destroy the
bridge between Namtu and Man-
ton with explosives. Casualities and
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injuries were reported as a result of
the attacks, but no datistics were
available, the committee said.

Early Sunday morning, the
Kyukoke (Pangsang) police outpost
came under fire by about 50 KIA/
TNLA troops. Government troops
made a clearance operation after the
attack, the committee said.

At about 4 pm yesterday, KIA
and TNLA troops fired three rounds
using a 60mm long-range gun mortar
at the township of Kutkai. One mor-
tar round pierced the roof of Daw
Gunkhaung's house, but did not ex-
plode. Other rounds exploded but did
not result in any deaths, officials said.

Government troops pursued the
armed groups as they fled in a north-
east direction at about 4:10pm, ac-
cording to the Information Commit-
tee.

Sunday at about 8 pm, KIA
& TNLA troops blocked the road
at milestone 262/2 with four
22-wheeled  articulated  trucks,
one 12-wheeled lorry and one ail
bowser. As the government troops
cleared the area, traffic returned to
normal state at 9am yesterday.

Later Sunday evening at about
9:30pm, the TNLA group planted a
bomb at the Namlarchaung wooden
bridge, destroying the bridge floor.

At about 6am yesterday, the
KIA, TNLA and the Myanmar Na-
tional Democratic Alliance Army
(MNDAA) launched about 100
rounds of artillery fire for nearly
10 minutes until government troops
pursued them, causing them to re-
treat towards the south, it islearnt.

Y esterday morning’'s attack on
the philanthropic workers in Muse
resulted in seriousinjury to aMyan-
mar man who was on hisway to pro-
vide philanthropic help to internally
displaced persons in camps near the
border.—Myanmar News Agency
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Pyidaungsu Hiuttaw
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Depreciation of Myanmar kyat in
2014-15 due to surgmg US dollar

A strong US dollar and the trade
deficit resulted in the depreciation
of the kyat by 12.7 per cent, Depu-
ty Governor Daw Khin Saw Oo of
the Central Bank of Myanmar was
quoted as saying at Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw Session yesterday.

She was submitting the report
on implementation of fiscal poli-
cies and measures for financial
stability of the CBM for the 2014-
15 fiscal year at the session.

Demand for the US dollar
was rising due to trade deficits
during the fiscal year, she added.

However, the deputy gov-
ernor said that economic growth
was higher than that of previous
2014-15 fiscal year.

The economic growth rate
rose from 8.4 per cent in 2013-14
to 8.7 per cent in 2014-15, accord-
ing to statistics provided by the
deputy governor.

Meanwhile, inflation slightly
rose from 8.4 per cent in 2013-14
to 8.7 per cent during 2014-15,
while the total amount of money

Deputy Governor Daw Khin Saw
0o. PHoto: MNA

in circulation also increased by
20 per cent at the end of the fiscal
year, the deputy governor said.

However, she admitted that
the CBM had to buy treasury
bonds and certificates worth 30
per cent of the government’s
budget deficit during the fiscal
year.

At the end of the fiscal year,

the central bank had permitted
four state-owned banks, 22 pri-
vate banks, 37 representative
offices of foreign banks, nine
financial companies, 241 mon-
ey changers, 15 insurance com-
panies and 226 microfinance
firms.

Annual earnings of finan-
cial companies were also in-
creasing during the fiscal year,
according to the report.

Representatives were in-
vited to debate the report dur-
ing future sessions.

At the Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw session, Union Minister
for Electric Power and Energy
U Pe Zin Tun sought approval
of the session to sign an MoU
on linking power networks of
BIMSTEC countries, which
he said was beneficial for My-
anmar. Earlier, the session ap-
proved the amendment bills
for the Ward/Village-tract Ad-
ministration Law. — Myanmar
News Agency.
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Pyithu Hluttaw to debate bill
amending examination law

|
Dr Myo Thein Gyi. Proto: MNA

THE bill committee of the Py-
ithu Hluttaw put forward reports
on a bill amending the 1973
Board of Examination Law and
Oil and Petroleum Products Bill
yesterday to the parliament.
Following the discussion
by four MPs, Speaker U Win
Myint invited MPs to discuss
the amendments of the two
bills in an ongoing session

of the parliament.

In his answer to ques-
tions at the parliament, Union
Minister for Education Dr. Myo
Thein Gyi said the ministry has
been working on opening more
than 136 matriculation exam-
ination centres nationwide in-
cluding Yemyatni Village and
Kyin Village in Htilin Town-
ship.

He also responded to the is-
sues related to the upgrading of
schools, the imbalance between
number of students enrolled and
teachers appointed, the devel-
opment and replacement plans
for the teachers in Mangtong
during the six-month mater-
nity leave, timely distribution
of school text books to the
students in Bilin of Mon
State, construction of self-reli-
ance schools with set standards
in the coming fiscal year as well
as the amendment bill of the
1973 Union of Myanmar Exam
Board Law.— Myanmar News
Agency

Amyotha Hluttaw

3" Regular Session of Amyotha Hluttaw
Holds Its Fourth Day Meeting

THE subject of the country’s
fishing industry, which has
declined in part due to alleged
encroachment by foreign fish-
ermen into Myanmar interna-
tional waters, was addressed
yesterday at the Amyotha Hlut-
taw’s latest session.

Dr Aung Thu, the Union
Minister for Agriculture, Live-
stock Breeding and Irrigation,
in response to a query raised by
U Khin Maung Latt, represent-
ing constituency 3 of Rakhine
State, gave his assurances that
enforcement was being imple-
mented.

“For the revitalization of
the small-scale fishing industry
of Rakhine nationals, MFLBI,
Tatmataw, Myanmar Police
Force, respective administra-
tive forces, Rakhine State Cab-
inet and Rakhine State Peace
Stability Implementation Com-
mittee have been supervising
around the clock and educative
talks are being made.”

Bangladeshi-owned fishing
boats have allegedly been op-
erating in Myanmar waters, a
violation of the law.

In answer to the question
raised by U Khin Maung Latt
as to whether there are any ar-
rangements to arrest violators

who are operating Bangladeshi
fishing boats illegally in Myan-
mar territorial waters, the min-
ister said concerted efforts are
being made.

“The Fishery Department
has been conducting investiga-
tions of entry into and depar-
ture of all fishing boats regis-
tered — inshore and offshore,
at the checkpoints and are ex-
amining fishing equipment and
tools before their departure in
cooperation with respective
teams. As regards inshore and
offshore boats in the sea, they
are being investigated under
the supervision of the Defense
Ministry. And in Yathetaung
Township and nearby areas,
the Myanmar Police Force has
been investigating. The Dan-
yawady-based marine head-
quarters confiscated 60 boats
— illegal fishing boats, boats
carrying illegal immigrants,
drugs, teak and timber and
black marketing commodities
valued at K 2244870000, which
were confiscated and added to
national finance between April
2013 and August 2016. In addi-
tion, 15 villages were upgraded
as the Emerald Village Project
in 2014-2015 fiscal year, five in
2015-2016 and two villages in

2016-2017 financial year — all
together 22 villages”, the Union
minister said.

He went on to say that with
the support of international or-
ganisations such as the Myan-
mar Sustainable Aquaculture
Programme (MYSAP), Project
for Exploiting Marine and its
Sources for Sustainable Eco-
nomic Development in Myan-
mar and conservation of ma-
rine species in fresh water and
salt water areas in Myanmar
are being implemented. The
Union Minister also replied to
questions raised by U Tet Tun
Aung, constituency-2 of Ra-
khine States, U Kyaw Than,
constituency 10 of Kyaukphyu,
Rakhine State, U Win Aung,
constituency 3 of Sagaing Re-
gion, U Khin Zaw Oo, constit-
uency 3 of Mon State and U
Kyaw Toke, constituency 3 of
Mandalay Region.

Mahn Win Khaing Than,
the Speaker of Amyotha Hlut-
taw, announced that any inter-
ested parliamentarians were
invited to discuss the Law on
Myanmar Territorial Sea and
Marine Zones sent back by the
Pyithu Hluttaw with an amend-
ment attached— Myanmar
News Agency

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker receives Chilean Ambassador at the
Hiuttaw building in Nay Pyi Taw. Pxoto: MNA

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker
receives Chilean Ambassador

MAHN WIN KHAING THAN, Speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw,
received Mr Javier Becker, Ambassador of Chile to Myanmar,
based in Bangkok, Thailand, at the Hluttaw building in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday. At the meeting, they discussed matters on
promoting friendship and cooperation.—Myanmar News Agency

System breakdown causes
nationwide power outage

A system breakdown at 230-KV
grid at Taungdwingyi Shwetaung
caused power blackout almost
entire nation from 8.49 pm to 9.7
pm yesterday.

Inspectors of the Ministry
of Electric Power and Energy
immediately examined the inci-
dent. While they were carrying

out the inspection, the ministry
managed to supply its emergen-
cy power to Nay Pyi Taw, Yan-
gon, Mandalay and other major
cities through other power grids
including the Paunglaung grid,
according to an official of the
ministry.—Zin Oo (Myanma
Alin)
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Chinese Embassy in
Myanmar reacts to armed
conflicts near border

THE Chinese embassy in My-
anmar hopes the deadly conflicts
in northern Myanmar will be re-
solved, but in the meantime will
pledge humanitarian aid and
medical treatment for those cross-
ing the border to flee the fighting,
they said in an announcement re-
leased yesterday.

The announcement stated
that many locals residing in bor-
der areas fled into China, receiv-

ing medical treatment given as a
humanitarian aid by the Chinese
Government, with several injured
people hospitalised.  Northern
Myanmar abuts the Chinese
border, where skirmishes often
occur between Myanmar troops
and some ethnic armed groups.
The Chinese government said
they wish for a ceasefire and for
the border area to become peace-
ful.—Myanmar News Agency

Humanitarian groups allowed
to deliver aid to Maungtaw

Myint Maung Soe

HUMANITARIAN groups
have been allowed into Rakhine
State to deliver aid, according to
U Khin Maung Swe, secretary
of Rakhine State Government.
Rumours have it that res-
idents in the northern part of
Maungtaw District are facing
difficulties as they have not re-
ceived the international aids.
The resident representative
of the UN and diplomats visited
the scene of violent attacks on
3 November. The World Food
Programme has been allowed
to deliver aid while other UN
agencies have been permitted to

provide basic services such as
healthcare and drinking water
since 4 November, according to
the cabinet secretary.

Aid organisations are al-
lowed to come to Maungtaw
town but are not permitted to go
to rural areas, as the situation
is too complicated and poten-
tially dangerous, officials said.
Therefore, the aid organisations
are permitted to deliver aid to
rural areas through local staff,
U Khin Maung Swe said.

International aid organisa-
tions including WFP, UNICEF,
UNHCR and ICRC have been
permitted to deliver aid in
Maungtaw so far.

IDPs in Muse provided
with aid, health care

MORE than 2,630 Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) who
fled or were forced to leave
their homes after KIA, TNLA
and MNDAA attacked military
outposts, police stations and the
105-mile trade camp in Muse
and Kutkai on 20 November,
are being sheltered at monaster-
ies and churches in Muse.

The IDPs at the five tempo-
rary camps are being provided
with food, water, warm clothes
and blankets by the Shan State
Government and are receiv-
ing medical care when needed,
according to the Information

Committee of the State Coun-
sellor’s Office.

The Shan State Govern-
ment has supplied 300 bags of
rice and 1,000 bags of instant
noodles to the camps daily and
provided families of the vic-
tims who died in the attacks
Ks500,000 to Kslmillion each.
The injured are being given
Ks100,000 to Ks300,000 each,
according to the press release of
the committee.

Temporary clinics have been
set up at the relief camps to pro-
viding health care to the IDPs.—
Myanmar News Agency

IDPs in Muse receiving aid from authorities. PHoTo: INFORMATION
CommITTEE OF THE STATE COUNSELLOR’S OFFICE
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of Finland at Presidential Palace in Nay Pyi Taw. Proto: MNA

President U Htin Kyaw accepts credentials
of newly accredited ambassadors

PRESIDENT U Htin Kyaw ac-
cepted credentials of the new-ac-
credited ambassadors from Es-
tonia and Finland at Presidential
Palace in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday.

Mr Riho Kruuv, the newly
accredited Ambassador of the

Republic of Estonia to Myanmar
presented his credentials to the
president at 10 am yesterday.

Ms Satu Suikkari-Kleven,
the newly-accredited Ambas-
sador of Finland, presented her
credentials to the president at

10.35am yesterday.

Also present on the occa-
sions were Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Tin and
Director-General U Ko Ko Naing
of the Protocol Department.—
Myanmar News Agency

Central Committee for holding 69" Independence
Day celebration convenes 2" meeting

Vice President U Myint Swe addresses the second meeting of Central Committee for Holding the 69"
Independence Day celebration at the Presidential Office in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. PHoto: MNA

CENTRAL Committee for Hold-
ing the 69th Independence Day
celebration held its second meet-
ing in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday at
the Presidential Office in Nay Pyi
Taw.

At the meeting, Vice Presi-
dent U Myint Swe in his capac-
ity as the chairman of the com-
mittee said the 69th anniversary
celebration will be held with four
objectives and with full political
essence.

The committee held the first

meeting on 19 October making
six resolutions including organ-
izing seven sub-committees to
provide support to the central
committee.

The seven sub-committees
are the sub-committee for hold-
ing State flag hoisting ceremo-
ny, the sub-committee for hold-
ing reception and dinner, the
sub-committee for security, the
sub-committee for information,
the sub-committee for Presi-
dent’s message on the Independ-

ence Day, the sub-committee for
health and the sub-committee for
holding sports activities.

The chairmen and responsi-
ble personnel of the sub-commit-
tees reported on preparation for
holding the anniversary celebra-
tion sector wise.

In his concluding remarks,
Vice President U Myin Swe
called for cooperation by respec-
tive departments to hold the cer-
emony successfully.—Myanmar
News Agency
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Demonstration of monsoon paddy
harvesting held in Htigyaing
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Monsoon paddy harvesting being demonstrated in Htigyaing. PHoto: U Kvaw KHe (HreecHiNe—IPRD)

A demonstration of monsoon
paddy harvesting on a model
Sinayekari 3 paddy field was
held at the No. 946 field owned
by farmer U Kalar in Selan vil-
lage, Kumbound village-tract,
in Htigyaing Township, Katha
District in Saging Region yes-
terday.

A 0.10 acre model paddy
field — 66 square feet — was

harvested with the use of a
combined harvester machine.
The per acre paddy yield is 85
baskets.

At the demonstration, of-
ficials of Agricultural Servic-
es gave educative talks on the
choosing of pedigree paddy
seeds, plus do’s and don’ts de-
pending on the characteristics
of paddy yield.

This year’s paddy yield
meets targets in part because of-
ficials went on field trips to give
educative talks and agricultural
techniques to the farmers.

Present at the demon-
stration were an official of
Township Administration De-
partment and township depart-
mental officials.—U Kyaw Khe
(Htigyaing—IPRD)

Short-life paddy price drops in Thaton,
farmers stuck with high yield

ALTHOUGH there was a high
yield of short-life paddy with a
90-day-yield, the price of short-
life paddy has dropped in Tha-
ton township, Mon state due to
low demand, it is learnt from
paddy growers.

“We were expecting quite
a good price from this year’s
harvests. But farmers will be
stuck with all the rice they have
grown. The growers sells the
short-life paddy to fulfill their
field requirement. This time,
the farmers were faced with
difficulty when the price fell

for short-life paddy, said local
farmer U Thein Myint.

Farmers from Thaton town-
ship grow both long-life and
short life-paddy in the region.

“The prices of paddy fell
this year because of lower de-
mand from foreign countries.
The drop in the price of the
paddy impacted not only farm-
ers but also rice sellers,” said U
Shwe Wa, a rice seller.

In Thaton region, the
paddy plantations yield over
6.1 million baskets from over
123,000 acres of paddy fields

every year.

In 2015, the 100 baskets
of short-life paddy fetched
Ks0.7million, 100 baskets of
Eimahta paddy fetched around
Ks0.6million and 100 bas-
kets of Meedon paddy fetched
Ks0.6million.

In 2016, Pawsan paddy
fetched KsO.5million for 100
baskets and Eimahta paddy
fetched Ks0.4million for 100
baskets and Meedon paddy
fetched KsO.4million for 100
baskets. — Myitmakha News
Agency

Paddy fields being seen in Thaton Township. PHoto: MyimmakHA NEws AGeNcyY
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Hotel must report on
list of foreign guests
to authorities

HOTELS and guest houses
must compile a list of foreign
guests to send to the authorities
of township administration, the
Ministry of Immigration and
Population, according to dep-
uty township officer U Win
Myint of the Mandalay region
Immigration department.

Action will be taken
against the hotel managers if
they do not report on the for-
eigner list. The action involves
both fines and jail sentences.

“Some of the foreigners
are staying at their relatives’
houses. If we find out the prob-
lem and know that they are not
staying at the hotel, we will
conduct more awareness train-
ing,” he added.

“Hotels and guest houses
send a list of their guests. We

give them a form to fill out for
the foreigners’ list including
their arrival date, return date
and how long are they stay-
ing”, he added.

The hotel must provide
police the list of foreign guests
within 24 hours.

“There are diffident types
of visas such as travelling visas
and business visas. Recently,
the authorities added new types
of visas such as education and
medical visas for foreigners,
said U Win Myint.

Previously, there were
six types of visas for the for-
eigners, but this year, there
are twelve types of visas. All
foreigners must respect the
culture, religion, customs and
laws of Myanmar. — Aung
Thant Khine

Crime E

Over 100 tonnes of timber
confiscated in Kawlin

Timber logs seized being seen. PHoto: MyimvakHa NEws AGency

AUTHORITIES from Kawlin
township confiscated timber
weighing over 100 tonnes from
nine illegal saw mills in Kaw-
lin township, Katha district,
Sagaing region on 17 and 18
November.

Acting on a tip-off, a
combined investigative team
comprising officers and
staff from the Forestry De-
partment searched the Larkar
forest reserve and found five
portable engines, related items,
one elephant and timber weigh-
ing 42.5742 tonnes from five
illegal saw mills on 17 Novem-
ber.

The next day, the combined
team discovered more illegal

timber weighing 57.4916 tonnes
in the forest. The combined
team handed over the timber,
engines and other related items
to the Kawlin township forestry
department. The elephant was
returned to Kawlin timber ex-
traction.

“The owner of the ille-
gal saw mills from Larkar
village and the 42-year-old
mahout are being charged un-
der section 6(1) of the Public
Property Protection Act by
the Kawlin police station. We
are still investigating the other
owners of the illegal saw mills”,
said an official from Kawlin
township police station.— My-
itmakha News Agency
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MACCS
encounters
initial problems

MYANMAR Automated Cargo
Clearance System (MACCS)
was launched on 12th Novem-
ber at international ports and
Yangon Airport International
Cargo Terminal. Thilawa Spe-
cial Economic Zone is reported
to have had some implemen-
tation problems, importers and
exporters said.

The system was found to
have server outages and other
system errors, resulting in diffi-
culties for containers to load and
unload.

MACCS was designed to
help to deal with delays in con-
tainer handling operations, but
has encountered start-up prob-
lems. In addition to the internet
connection problem, the staff
are not used to the automated
system yet, officials said. These
problems need to be solved as
soon as possible, said an official
from vehicles importers and dis-
tributors association.

The MACCS system was
launched with the assistance of
the Japanese government to en-
sure the smooth flow of import
and export processes. The sys-
tem is planned to be expanded
up to border trade camps, bur
only if the system is successful.
—200

Workers work in a tea leaf field at Mong Mao in ethnic Wa territory in north east Myanmar October 1, 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

Awareness campaign to be offered for tea leaf growers from 40 villages

TEA-leaf growers from 40 villag-
es will be provided with guidance
on organic cultivation methods
and good cultivation practices
to yield quality tea-leaves, it is
learnt from the Ywangan Tea
Leaf Growers Association.

A pre-discussion will be
made before the nationwide tea

leaf conference with an aim to
enhance the tea leaf cultivation
sector, according to association.
Quality tea leaf cultivation,
organic cultivation and the emer-
gence of quality tea-leaf facto-
ries will be highlighted in the
discussions at that conference,
said U Maung Nu, the chair of

the Ywangan Tea Leaf Growers
Association. The pre-discussion
will be held from 21st to 22nd
November in the Ywangan area
and the conference is planned to
be held in January, 2017.
Myanmar started to export
dried tea leaves to Germany upon
its proposal to purchase. The de-

mand from Germany looks prom-
ising for the tea export market.
The Myanmar Tea Association
is helping the tea-leaf growers
in every step of the tea growing
process, from efficient farming to
packaging according to interna-
tional export criteria.—Wint Yee
Mon (AMIA)

Winter crop farmers from Seikpyu
Township delayed by erratic rain

WINTER crop famers from
Seikpyu Township are delayed
in their harvests because of er-
ratic torrential rain, which has
caused the plantations to be-
come overgrown with weeds, it
is learnt.

Post-monsoon rain in Seik-
pyu Township resulted in a de-
lay in winter crop production.
Normally, the farmers start to
cultivate the crops in early Oc-

tober after weeding the ground
and preparing the land ready to
cultivation. But the rainfall this
year has been higher than pre-
vious years, causing difficulties
for the farmers.

In addition to the delay,
the post-monsoon rain has also
caused a lower crop yield. The
shortage of labour is added
into this and so the wages have
to be raised from Ks2,000 to

Ks3,000 a day. The famers are
forced to use mowers in cutting
the strong weeds, incurring
more cost for rental of mowing
machines.

The farmers are suffering
greatly from the low vyield of
the rain crops, the shortages of
labour, the low price of the crop
and the high cost of winter crop
cultivation, said the farmers.—
Soe Lin Naing (IPRD)

New investment law to be effective in April

THE new investment law will be
effective beginning from April,
said U Aung Naing Oo, the di-
rector-general of the Directorate
of Investment and Company Ad-
ministration (DICA).

The Myanmar Investment
Law was passed on 18th Octo-
ber, 2016. However, the facts
needed to be embodied into the
rules and procedures are current-
ly being amended. The amend-

ments are slated to be completed
by 31st March, 2017 and effec-
tive the following month.

The old investment law will
be invalidated once the new in-
vestment law takes effect, ac-
cording to DICA.

All enterprises will no
longer need to seek approv-
al from Myanmar Investment
Commission (MIC) according to
the new investment law, except

for strategic enterprises, heavy
investment projects, those busi-
nesses for which assessments
need to be made and which need
verification that there will be no
environmental impact.

In addition, those enterpris-
es which have no background
in their countries of origin and
which can harm the public’s
health are not allowed to make
investments in Myanmar.—200

US-based Ball Corporation can
produce 500 million cans per year

THE US-based Ball Corporation,
which produces metal packaging
for beverages and food products,
reportedly has a production capac-
ity of about 500 million cans per
year in its Myanmar facility, with
an investment of US$45million,
according to dealstreetasia.

The Ball Asia Pacific (Yan-
gon) Metal Container Limited’s
facility was built in Zone A of
Thilawa Special Economic Zone,

for manufacturing of aluminum
beverage cans for beer, soft
drinks, mineral water, fruit juice,
energy teas, coffee, milk and yo-
gurt drinks.

The Ball Corporation
launched its third facility in Asia in
the Thilawa SEZ in Asia, planning
to upgrade its quality and packag-
ing process because there are oth-
er can manufacturing factories in
Thilawa.—Mon Mon

Survey to be conducted on taxis
licensed outside of Yangon

A survey will be conducted for
taxis operating in Yangon with li-
censes from other towns starting in
December, said Dr. Maung Aung,
the secretary of the Yangon Trans-
port Authority.

There are many taxis with li-
censes from towns other than Yan-
gon, such as Bago and Pathein. The
taxi survey will be carried out in
cooperation with the organisations
concerned. In the initial stage, the

survey will be conducted for tax-
is. Then the survey will proceed
for cars without a Yangon license
operating in Yangon. After turning
in the surveys to City Taxi, a GPS
system will be installed in the taxis
so that they are easier to monitor, he
added. Concerted efforts are cur-
rently being exerted to formulate a
good transportation system, which
help ease traffic congestion and re-
duce transportation costs.—200
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Cambodia charges
Australian nurse for
running surrogacy clinic

PHNOM PENH — A Cam-
bodian court charged an
Auwstralian nurse on Monday
for allegedly operating an
illegal fertility clinic, police
said, weeks after the country
declared a ban on commer-
cial surrogacy.

Tammy Davis-Charles,
49, allegedly charged for-
eign couples $50,000 for
surrogacy services and paid
Cambodian women between
$10,000 to $12,000 to carry
babies on their behalf, Police
Colonel Keo Thea, director
of Phnom Penh’s anti-traf-
ficking bureau, said. She
was detained in the Cambo-
dian capital at the weekend,
and charged along with two
Cambodian staff, Penh Rithy
and Samrithchan Chariya.

“They acted as inter-
mediaries in surrogacy and
engaged in falsifying docu-
ments,” Keo Thea said.

Davis-Charles was too
ill to attend the court on
Monday and was charged in
absentia, he said.

Cambodia moved to
shut down its booming com-
mercial surrogacy industry,
which attracted foreign cou-

ples seeking to become bio-
logical parents, last month
after similar bans in Thai-
land, India and Nepal.

“If we don’t crackdown
on this, it will blossom,” Keo
Thea said, referring to com-
mercial surrogacy.

“We don’t want to be-
come a country that exports
humans.”

Keo Thea said that Da-
vis-Charles had moved her
business to Cambodia more
than a year ago after Thai-
land closed down its surro-
gacy clinics in Feb 2015.

Neighbouring ~ Thai-
land had previously been a
top destination for fertility
tourism. Reuters was unable
to reach Davis-Charles for
comment. A spokesperson
for Australia’s Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade
said on Monday that con-
sular assistance was being
provided to an Australian
woman arrested in Cambo-
dia, without elaborating.

The Australian govern-
ment has advised its citizens
not to visit Cambodia for
commercial surrogacy ar-
rangements.—Reuters
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India rail crash raises concerns of
underinvestment as toll hits 142

PUKHRAYAN — Indian
rescue workers concluded
their search of the man-
gled carriages of a derailed
train on Monday, bringing
the number of passengers
killed in the disaster to at
least 142 and the injured to
more than 200.

Sunday’s derailment
in the state of Uttar Pradesh
was India’s deadliest train
crash since 2010 and has
renewed concern about the
poor safety standard of the
state-run network, which is
a lifeline for millions of In-
dians but has suffered from
chronic underinvestment.

Police at the accident
site said rescue teams had
finished their search for
bodies buried in the 14 car-
riages that derailed in the
early hours while most of
the more than 500 passen-
gers were asleep.

“The rescue opera-
tions are over. We don’t
expect to find any more
bodies,” said Zaki Ahmed,
police inspector gener-
al in the northern city of
Kanpur, about 65 km (40
miles) from the site of the
crash in Pukhrayan.

The largely coloni-
al-era railway system, the
world’s  fourth largest,
carries about 23 million
people every day. But it is
saturated and ageing badly.

Rescue workers search for survivors at the site of Sunday’s train derailment in
Pukhrayan, south of Kanpur city, India, on 21 November 2016. PHoto: ReuTERs

Average speeds top just
50 kph (30 mph) and train
accidents are common.

The crash is a stark
reminder of how hard it
will be for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to fulfil
his promise to transform
the railways into a more
efficient, safer network
befitting India’s economic
power.

Modi  this  year
pledged record levels
of investment and has
announced a new high-
speed line funded by Ja-
pan, but little progress has
been made on upgrading

tracks or installing mod-
ern signalling equipment
on the main network.

He has also shied
away from raising high-
ly subsidised fares that
leave the railways with
next to nothing for invest-
ment — by some analyst
estimates, they need 20
trillion rupees ($293.34
billion) of investment by
2020.

Modi on Sunday held
a political rally about
210 km (130 miles) from
the crash site in Uttar
Pradesh, which heads to
the polls early next year

in an election his Bhara-
tiya Janata Party is vying
to win.

Politician Mayawa-
ti, one of Modi’s biggest
rivals in the state, told
media the government
should have “invested in
mending tracks instead of
spending billions and tril-
lions of rupees on bullet
trains”.

Authorities are look-
ing into the possibility a
fractured track caused the
train to roll off the rails
on its journey between
the cities of Patna and In-
dore.—Reuters

Japan, Viet Nam affirm coordination
in South China Sea ro

LIMA — Japan and Viet
Nam on Sunday affirmed
their commitment to peace-
fully resolving disputes in
the South China Sea in line
with international law, as
Tokyo prepares to provide
Hanoi with patrol ships
to strengthen its maritime
law-enforcement  capabil-
ities amid a territorial row
with China.

Meeting on the side-
lines of a Pacific Rim sum-
mit in Lima, Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and
Vietnamese President Tran
Dai Quang agreed to pro-
mote domestic procedures
for each country so as to
implement the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, a 12-nation free
trade agreement, accord-
ing to the Japanese Foreign
Ministry. Preparations are
under way to provide the pa-
trols ships promised to Viet
Nam in September, Abe told
Quang.

Viet Nam is among a
handful of Asian countries
embroiled in territorial dis-

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (R) and Viethamese
President Tran Dai Quang shake hands in Lima on 20
November 2016. Proto: Kyopo News

putes with Beijing in the
South China Sea.

Abe promised Japan’s
full support to Viet Nam for
its hosting of next year’s
summit of the 21-member
Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum.

Quang praised a
planned visit to Viet Nam
in next spring by Japanese
Emperor Akihito and Em-

press Michiko.

In separate talks, Abe
and US President Barack
Obama agreed to continue
close bilateral coordination
in promoting the TPP and
handling other internation-
al issues, the ministry said.

Abe and Obama, who
will leave office in Jan-
uary, hailed each other’s
leadership in strengthening

the Japan-US alliance for
peace and prosperity of the
Asia-Pacific region.

In a meeting with James
Soong, chairman of Tai-
wan’s People First Party,
Abe said he hopes Beijing
and Taipei will promote
peaceful relations through
dialogue, and that stable
cross-strait ties will contrib-
ute to peace and prosperity
in East Asia, according to
the ministry.

Abe and Soong agreed
to continue developing re-
lations between Japan and
Taiwan under the admin-
istration of President Tsai
Ing-wen launched in May.
Tsai’s Democratic Progres-
sive Party has traditionally
been skeptical of closer ties
with China.

Abe held separate talks
with Quang, Obama and
Soong on the fringes of a
two-day APEC summit
that ended Sunday in the
Peruvian capital. Soong at-
tended the summit as Tsai’s
proxy.—Kyodo News
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South Korea’s opposition parties move
towards President Park impeachment

SEOUL — South Korea’s op-
position People’s Party will start
collecting signatures for an im-
peachment motion against Pres-
ident Park Geun-hye, while the
main opposition Democratic Party
will review the conditions for im-
peachment, party spokesmen said
on Monday.

South Korean prosecutors
said on Sunday they believe Park
was an accomplice in an influ-
ence-peddling scandal that has
rocked her administration.

Park’s close friend Choi
Soon-sil and former presidential
aide An Chong-bum have been
charged with abuse of power by
pressuring companies to contrib-
ute funds to foundations at the
centre of the scandal.

Hundreds of thousands of
people took to the streets of Seoul
on Saturday in the fourth straight
weekend of protests against Park,
in the biggest public demonstra-
tions the country has seen since
the 1980s.

Park, who’s five-year term
ends in February 2018, has resisted
calls to resign but has apologised
twice, saying she only sought to
benefit the economy not herself,
but acknowledges carelessness in
her ties with Choi.

The People’s Party, with
38 seats in the single-chamber
300-member parliament, has start-
ed efforts to remove Park from of-
fice and will talk with other parties
to get signatures for an impeach-
ment motion, said a party spokes-
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Protesters shout slogans after they are blocked by riot policemen in a road nearby the presidential Blue
House during their march calling South Korean President Park Geun-hye to step down in Seoul, South
Korea, on 19 November 2016. PHoto: REuTERS

man Lee Yong-ho.

An impeachment motion
requires at least half of the par-
liament to start and needs a two-
thirds majority to pass.

If an impeachment motion
passes parliament, it is reviewed
by the Constitutional Court,
which has to confirm it with at
least six of its nine judges. Polit-
ical analysts say an impeachment
motion against Park has a good
chance of passing.

The Democratic  Party,
which has 121 seats, said on
Monday it would start reviewing
the conditions for impeachment
proceedings but did not commit
to starting the motion.

“Impeachment proceedings
need perfect preparations as much
is possible,” Choo Mi-ae, head of
the Democratic Party told a party
meeting, adding the best scenario
was for Park to step down.

Political analysts have said

opposition parties are not pushing
hard for impeachment because if

the motion fails, it will improve
Park’s chances of surviving the
crisis. In 2004, parliament vot-
ed to impeach then-President
Roh Moo-hyun, only to have the
motion overturned by the Con-
stitutional Court. The move was
unpopular with the public, which
saw it as an abuse of power by the
opposition, which had a majority
then.—Reuters

Taiwan sees
exchange

with China’s
leader at APEC
as positive

TAIPEI — A brief exchange be-
tween representatives from Tai-
wan and China at the Asia-Pa-
cific  Economic Cooperation
(APEC) leaders’ meeting is a
“positive” development for re-
lations across the Taiwan Strait,
Taiwan’s Presidential Office
said on Monday.

China cut an official commu-
nications mechanism with Tai-
wan in June after new President
Tsai Ing-wen refused to commit
to the “One China Principle” that
says Taiwan is part of the main-
land. Beijing sees Taiwan as a
breakaway province it has vowed
to reclaim by force if necessary.

Taiwan has since repeatedly
urged Beijing to resume talks and
exchanges.

Taiwan’s  envoy  James
Soong had what Taiwanese me-
dia described as a “friendly” ex-
change with Chinese President Xi
Jinping at the APEC meeting in
Lima, Peru, at the weekend.

“We always welcome any
interaction that would help both
sides understand each other with-
out political pre-conditions,”
Presidential Office spokesman
Alex Huang said.

Huang described the brief
discussion as “a positive thing”.

“We are glad to see it,” he
said.—Reuters

With support of China’s Xi, Philippine leader to ban fishing in disputed lagoon

MANILA — Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte will issue an ex-
ecutive order declaring part of
the disputed Scarborough Shoal a
marine sanctuary off-limits to all
fishermen, a move his office said
was supported by Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping.

Duterte will make a unilater-
al declaration barring fishermen
from exploiting marine life at a
tranquil lagoon that was central
to years of bitter squabbling, and
the basis of an arbitration case
brought and won by the Philip-
pines.

The dispute over the Scar-
borough Shoal is one of several
involving South East Asian coun-
tries seeking to counter China’s
growing assertiveness in the
South China Sea.

Since 2012, China has de-
ployed its coastguard to block the
shoal from Filipinos, despite be-
ing located inside the 200 nauti-
cal mile exclusive economic zone
of the Philippines.

The establishment of a pro-
tected marine zone, if successful,
could provide both countries a
face-saving way to break the dip-
lomatic deadlock without making
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Fishermen ride on a small boat past their big boats as they prepare to fish at disputed Scarborough Shoal,
at the coastal village of Cato in Infanta, Pangasinan in the Philippines, on 3 November 2016. PHoTo: ReuTERS

a political agreement or formal
concessions.

Under the plan announced
by the president’s office on Mon-
day, fishermen of both countries
can cast nets on the fringes of the
lagoon, but not inside it, allowing
fish stocks to be replenished.

The move is the latest ges-
ture towards China in what has
been an astonishing reversal of
Philippine foreign policy under

Duterte, who opted to befriend
Beijing while admonishing long-
time ally the United States for
what he calls hypocrisy and bul-
lying.

The about-face came soon
after the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration (PCA) in The Hague
ruled in favour of the Philippines
in a complex ruling that under-
mined the territorial claims Chi-
na stakes with a U-shaped dotted

line on its maps. China has re-
fused to recognise the case.

The PCA award said no one
country had sovereign rights to
the Scarborough Shoal, thus all
claimants were legally entitled to
exploit its fish stocks.

Presidential ~ Communica-
tions Secretary Martin Andanar
said Chinese leader Xi, whom
Duterte met at the weekend dur-
ing an Asia-Pacific summit in

Peru, voiced support for the sanc-
tuary plan.

He said Xi wanted to create
a “favorable environment” at the
shoal.

China has softened its stance
since Duterte returned from a
high-profile trip to Beijing in
October. Filipino fishermen who
went close to the shoal said Chi-
na’s coastguard was no longer re-
pelling them, as it had done over
the past four years.

Staunch environmental-
ist and former president Fidel
Ramos, who in August broke the
ice with Beijing as Duterte’s spe-
cial envoy, said a marine sanctu-
ary was the right move and was
“the highest form of aquaculture
preservation”.

Philippine security expert
Rommel Banlaoi said the plan
was to promote sustainable fish-
ing rather than give China a
graceful way out, adding that
China had already softened its po-
sition on the Scarborough Shoal,
without acknowledging so.

“They are adhering, in fact,
to the ruling of the arbitration
court by allowing our fishermen
there,” he said.—Reuters



are all political animals.” Some
may argue against the statement
until now. Once they hear those
words, they shake their heads, as-
serting, “We live on our daily in-
come only. We have no spare time
to glance at the politics. We are
not interested in it. Politics is the
thing of politicians, that is, it is
only concerned with the govern-
ment and the oppositions.” Ox-
ford Advanced American Diction-
ary defines politics as the activities
involved in getting and using pow-
er in public life. Power means the
ability or opportunity to do some-
thing and in another way it means
a particular ability of the body or
mind. The public includes every
individual—ranging from those
in the cradles to the dying. Some
people say that a baby’s crying is
also politics. Quite right in saying
so! He manages to show his ability
as to he is needing milk. Figura-
tively speaking, he is dealing with
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politics. Thus our working, our
learning, our living in peaceful
state and performing our duties
are all concerned with politics,
aren’t they?

Each and every one of us be-
longs to a family. Families live col-
lectively in a small area to form a
ward or village. Villages combine
into a village-tract, thus vil-
lage-tracts into a town, towns into
a district, districts into a region/
state and regions/states into a
country. A village can be likened
to a nuclear family and a country
to an extended family. The larger
a dwelling place, the more likely it
is to get involved to deal with
problems. In a family, the head
can manage its affairs easily
whereas in a country its affairs
have to be dealt with other than
easily. With the increasing num-
ber of residents in a place, there
will be problems arising here and
there. A household leader is re-
sponsible to manage the whole af-
fairs of his house. To do so, money
is partially important so that they

can survive. He can assign respon-
sibilities to each of the adults in
his family, apart from the imma-
ture, to share with. Likewise,
leaders at different levels need
money/ budget to smoothly run
their administrative machinery. It
is customary for a government to
earn its budget from different
sources and divide it up among all
sectors under its control.

Some people want to get pow-
er to get money, believing that
money makes everything. In this
way they become power cravers
and try to get it in many ways.
Among them, there include ways
of spreading rumors, accusing the
dignitaries of involving in dubious
malpractices and giving the pub-
lic the wrong information and de-
famatory stories, with a view to
destroying people’s support and
trust toward the governing body.
Now we have unprecedented
rights of “freedom of speech” and
“freedom of expression” in our
hands, unlike in olden times. But
we must pay attention not to hu-

Never let yourself be dragged in any destructive activities by subversive elements!

. E have will known Ar-
Khin Maung Oo Wistotle’s well-known
saying, “Human beings

miliate people according to social
ethics. That is, we are required to
avoid accusing without sufficient
evidences though we have free-
dom of expression. Under the
same roof, there are people with
different views. If we find the fault
of our house-hold leader, we have
the right to point it out. We never
mean we do not accept criticism.
Simultaneously, self-criticism is
also essential and needed.

Social media is very effective
and useful for those who are will-
ing and eager to share their
knowledge. In an opposite way, it
will become an effective weapon
for those who are to create false
news to ignite a furore or conflict
or pitched battle. As conscientious
citizens, we are responsible for
pointing out weakness or mal-
practices of authorities through
the body concerned that a special
duty is assigned to deal with such
cases. Prudence is our best friend
not to fall for the trick and not to
be dragged in destructive activi-
ties by subversive elements.

Towards The Way Home Back

Yin Nwe Ko (Linn)

had ever been an activity. It

was a close relationship be-
tween humans and narcotic.
There were many distinct exam-
ples in which the fans — starting
from the kings to the beggars —
had subsisted on opium, canna-
bis, intoxicated brew, fermented
glutinous rice, alcohol etc. One
generation after another, they
become well-known as various
kinds of narcotic drug. Then
they have already been in posi-
tion that can make a huge threat
to human society for ages. That
one starts subsisting on and then
one cannot abandon it later is
known as an addict.

Drug addiction which is
falling prey to the dangerous
habit of taking narcotics is
spreading fast among young
men all over the world. It is a
veritable malady that, once in-
dulged in, gets into bones and
cannot be shaken off with all ef-
forts. The result is that not only
the young addict but his family
is often doomed.Various factors
are at work for the spread of this
infection. The commonest cause
is a widespread feeling among

IN human’s history, there

even tender-aged boys and girls,
of deep depression and gloom.
We live in an age of heightened
tempo of fife. Domestic atmos-
phere and parental relation to-
day are not all that is desired.
Often both father and mother go
out to work outside, leaving the
child uncared for. Thus sub-con-
scious discontent is primarily
responsible for the teen-agers
going astray.

There are also drug-traders
around them, lying in wait to
look for the possible victim.
They have paid agents who
tempt depressed and discontent-
ed boys. Tender-aged boys and
girls feel naturally attracted to
anything novel and unknown.
So they are easily induced to
take the drug for which the
agents of drug-traffickers ini-
tially pay. Drugs like hashish,
marijuana, heroin, L. S. D,
coke contain high percentage of
opium. Such drugs, when taken,
at first leads to temporary for-
getfulness with a kind of trans-
port into a pleasant dreamland.
Once initiated i.e. the habit is
formed, the new addict must
have it at the appointed hour
and cannot do without it for all
the world. Soon he turns an-
ti-social, resorts to all sorts of

crimes to have the money to buy
the drug and leads the life of a
wreck or a ruined man with
deadened sensation about the
outside world and the cherished
human values. He is lost to the
society and gradually glides to
his grave. In this way the prom-
ising career of a large number of
youths is blasted. What a pity!

The path of getting addict-
ed is rather smooth in compari-
son with the process of cure and
reformation. The first task
would be to isolate the young
addict from his hardened com-
panions. Then he or she has to
be placed under specialized
medical treatment. A sympa-
thetic approach is to be followed
to bring him back to the ways of
normal lifefor ultimately reha-
bilitating him to the bosom of
the society. The physicians as
well as the Police have an oner-
ous responsibility and role to
play in this regard.

Drug addiction that is ruin-
ing bright families is also a so-
cial scourge. To combat and
eradicate this evil organized ef-
forts are called for both by the
Government and Social Bodies.
For this an intense anti-drug
campaign has to be undertaken
at first. Various mass media like

Radio, T. V., Cinema, the Press
i.e. newspapers and periodicals
have to be utilized, through lec-
tures, slides, posters etc. Ar-
rangements should be made to
widely rouse awareness among
the rising generation about the
limitless evils and harmful ef-
fects of drug-taking. All routes
to drug-smuggling have to be
sealed so that drugs become
scarce. Ex-addicts should not be
looked down upon as lepers.
They should be treated with all
the compassion and care they
socially deserve. The sense of
optimism is to be bred in them
so that they can turn a new leaf
of life and become useful and
responsible members of the so-
ciety. The adage is worth quot-

ing “Every sinner has a future
just as a saint has a past.”

It is the humanitarian task
that makes the production of
various kinds of narcotic drug
reduced down and got rid off as
well as it is also the humanitari-
an one by which humans make
the endeavor to receive the re-
turn of those who were once the
drug addicts due to various rea-
sons. Therefore, let us do the
humanitarian task by which we
welcome those who are drug ad-
dicted letting them know the
knowledge and revealing their
wrong view like the welcome of
family members to the one who
has been away from home for a

long time and now return home.
*Khkkk*k

“Domestic atmosphere and parental
relation today are not all that is desired.
Often both father and mother go out to
work outside, leaving the child uncared
for. Thus sub-conscious discontent is
primarily responsible for the teen-agers

going astray”.
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State Sangha Maha Nayaka
holds 12" meeting
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The 12th meeting of State Sangha Maha Nayaka in progress. PHoto: MNA

THE first day of the 12th all-47-
member meeting of the seventh
State Sangha Maha Nayaka Com-
mittee was held at Vijaya Manga-
la Dhamma Thabin on the Kaba
Aye Hillock in Yangon at 8 am
yesterday.

The meeting was attend-
ed by member Sayadaws led by
Chairman Sayadaw Abhidha-
ja Maharattha Guru Abhidhaja
Agga Maha Saddhamma Jotika
Dr Bhaddanta Kumarabhivam-
sa, Union Minister for Religious
Affairs and Culture Thura U
Aung Ko and officials from the
religious affairs department and
department of perpetuation and
propagation of sasana.

The meeting was presided
over by the Chairman Sayadaw
with joint Secretary Sayadaw
Maha Gantha Vacaka Pandita
Bhaddanta Sara acting as the mas-
ter of ceremonies.First, the chair-
man Sayadaw delivered the Sara-
niya Ovadakatha. Afterwards, the
union minister supplicated mat-
ters concerning the religious af-
fairs. Next, the brief report on the
performance of duties assigned
on the first sub-group of the State
Sangha Maha Nayaka Committee
was read out by the joint secretary
Sayadaw. Afterwards, matters
related to Vinicchaya rules, reli-
gious affairs and education affairs
were discussed by the sub-group

member Sayadaws.

The meeting will continue
today. The Sayadaws attending
the meeting were offered with
meals by Daw Khin Than Nwe,
wife of late Lt-Gen Tin oo (Rtd),
Daw Than Than Nwe, wife of late
General Soe Win (Rtd); Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than (Rtd)-Daw
Marlar Tint; Lt-Gen Aung Htwe
(Rtd)-Daw Khin Hnin Wai, Lt-
Gen Kyaw Win (Rtd) and his late
wife Daw San Yee; Daw Khin
Lay Myint, wife of late Lt-Gen
Maung Bo (Rtd); Maj-Gen Tin
Ngwe (Rtd)-Daw Nang Khin Hla
Win; and Lt-Gen Ye Myint (Rt-
d)-Dr Daw Tin Lin Myint.— My-
anmar News Agency

Mid-year Gems and Jewellery
Emporium-2016 crowded with traders

LOCAL and foreign merchants
visited the mid-year Gems and
Jewellery Emporium for 2016 yes-
terday at Maniyadana Jade Hall in
Nay Pyi Taw, evaluating the lots
and gems and jades.

More than 300 lots of gems
will be sold today through the open
tender system and more than 130
lots will be sold through competi-
tive bidding.

Nearly 1,200 jade lots will
be sold through the open tender
system on 23rd November, 1,200
lots on on 24th November, 1,200
lots on 25th November, 1,200 lots
on 26th November and 1,122 lots
on 27th November respectively.
Thirty-five jade lots will be sold
through competitive bidding on
28th November and 66 lots on 29th
November.

Nearly 6,000 jade lots will be
exhibited at the mid-year empori-
um from 22nd to 29th November
while 439 lots of gems will be dis-
played from 20th to 21st Novem-
ber.

Gems lots with floor price

Gems traders observing the precious stones to appraise them.
Proto: MNA

from 500 euros to 20,000 eu-
ros will be sold through an open
tender system whereas the items
with floor price at 20,001 euros
and above through competitive
bidding.

The uncut jade stones with
floor price set between 4,000
euros and 200,000 euros and
finished jade stones with floor
price set between 1,000 euros
and 200,000 euros will be sold

through an open tender system
whereas the jade stones with floor
price set 200,001 euros and above
through competitive bidding.

Nearly 9,000 raw jade lots
were exhibited at last year’s em-
porium, earning 900 million eu-
ros, whereas nearly 6,000 jade
lots were displayed at the empo-
rium held in June, fetching 520
million euros. — Myanmar News
Agency
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POEM:

Flowers hate us

‘cause we are poisonous.
Forests hate us

‘cause we are stormy.

Streams hate us

‘cause we are burning.

Brothers hate us

‘cause we are betraying.
Villagers hate us

‘cause we are beyond.

Lengthy grudge begets pain

-the war within.

Hatred-strained love

Never goes a long way.

Life, thus, in myriad of years
Keeps us far from our homeland.
And we've been on the run.
Years pass with no fresh poems.
No pleasant songs we sing

But mourning verses.

We have violated rules of affection,
Lost our national identity,

Lived in graveyards,

Right under the vast sky.

It's the place

Where there is no adorable flower bed.

When the history is lost

Its’ the forest

Where there is no glory

And absolutely no lush green foliage.

The cold streams

With silver surface dry up.

There is only bleak

And gloomy landscape

Of god forsaken villages.

| see our devoted sons,

Left blurred on barren plains

Were thrown into oblivion.

And later they will become landless,

Leading lives with no schools,

No books, no education, no relatives,

No waters, no rights.

And no brains enshrined

With wit and wisdom,

No intelligence, no pride,

Above all no nation,

Seeking their lost paths in vain

On other people’s land.

What sort of look do they have

To wear on their faces?

And what sort of history do they have

To learn on the land of others.
Maung Win War

At the press conference in Yangon on 21st November , teacher training
program by SMBC was clarified. PHoto: PHoE KHwaAR

SMBC supports teaching training
program for three years

TEACHER training in multiple
languages using modern methods
has begun following the signing
of a memorandum of support for
the programme by the Sumitomo
Mitsui Banking Corporation.

The training programme,
which is intended to be support-
ed for three years in Myanmar,
is run by the United Nations
Children’s Fund with the Japan
Committee for UNICEF in No-
vember this year. This program

aims to enable all children to re-
ceive high quality education by
providing elementary and jun-
ior school teachers with training
with respect to teaching classes
involving multiple languages and
diverse students, teaching meth-
ods and school management.

The program will provide
training to 3,750 teachers and
will improve the quality of edu-
cation for 100,000 children aged
5-14, over three years.—GNLM

Keep a fire extinguisher in your car
to make people on board and the car
free from the danger of fire.

Fire Services Department
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US President-elect Donald Trump (L) and Vice President-elect Mike Pence (R) greet retired Marine General
James Mattis in Bedminster, New Jersey, US, on 19 November 2016. PHoTto: REUTERS

In weekend of deliberation, Mattis
favoured for Trump Pentagon chief

BEDMINSTER (N.J.) — Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump on Sun-
day assessed several more con-
tenders for top US posts including
Chris Christie and Rudy Giuliani,
as blunt-spoken retired Marine
Corps General James Mattis
emerged as a leading candidate
for defence secretary.

Trump held meetings at his
golf resort in Bedminster, New
Jersey, with candidates for senior
administration jobs after he takes
office on 20 January. On Satur-
day, he conferred with Mattis and
Mitt Romney, formerly a fierce
Trump critic now under consider-
ation for secretary of state.

Summing up two days of
talks as he said goodbye to retired
US Marines Corps General John
Kelly on Sunday evening, Trump
said he had made decisions on a
couple of appointments.

“We really had some great
meetings, and you’ll be hearing
about them soon.”

Trump transition spokesman
Sean Spicer said no decisions
would be announced on Sunday
night.

Trump discussed the treas-
ury secretary job with Jon Gray, a
board member of the Blackstone
Group, two sources familiar with
their meeting said.

A Trump transition team
statement said their discussion
included the US economy, glob-
al capital markets and the world
financial situation, as well as tax
reform and long-term debt.

The last person Trump es-
corted out of the clubhouse was
Giuliani, the former New York
mayor. Trump said earlier that
Giuliani was a candidate for sec-
retary of state “and other things.”

The Trump team statement
said Trump and Giuliani dis-
cussed “administration priorities”
as well as “restoring America’s
prominence in the world, ongo-

ing national security issues and
threats at various hotspots on a
global basis.”

Christie, the Republican
governor of New Jersey, advised
Trump during the presidential
campaign but was dismissed as
the head of his transition team.
Asked by reporters before the
meeting whether there was a place
for Christie in his administration,
Trump sidestepped the question
but called him “a very talented
man, great guy.”

Trump met with billionaire
investor Wilbur Ross, who he said
was under consideration for com-
merce secretary. Asked whether
he wanted the job, Ross told re-
porters: “Well, time will tell.”

Trump also received Jona-
than Gray, the global head of real
estate at the Blackstone Group,
who is being considered for
Treasury secretary, according to a
person briefed on the matter.

The president-elect has al-
ready tapped three senior leaders
of his national security and law
enforcement teams, choosing US
Senator Jeff Sessions for attorney
general, US Representative Mike
Pompeo as CIA director, and re-
tired Lieutenant General Michael
Flynn as national security adviser.

The selections so far suggest
that Trump, true to his campaign
promises, intends to steer nation-
al security and foreign policy in
a sharply different direction from
that of Democratic President
Barack Obama, whose record
Trump harshly criticised during
his campaign.

Obama campaigned exten-
sively for Democratic presidential
nominee Hillary Clinton before
the 8 November election and
warned during the campaign that
Trump lacked the temperament
and qualifications to be president.

In Peru, as he wrapped up
his last foreign trip, one that was

overshadowed by Trump’s sur-
prise election, Obama encouraged
Democrats on Sunday to work
with the new administration but
said he would weigh in as a cit-
izen if the Trump administration
challenged values he holds dear.

In another sign of Trump’s
novel approach to politics, the
New York businessman who
has never held public office said
he planned to live in the White
House but that his wife, Melania,
and their 10-year-old son, Barron,
would not move in immediately.
He said they would move from
New York to the White House
“very soon, right after he finishes
school.”

While Trump received law-
makers, politicians and business
leaders behind closed doors over
the weekend, he gave some hints
about his thinking and possible
Cabinet choices on Twitter.

On Sunday, he tweeted that
“General James ‘Mad Dog’ Mat-
tis, who is being considered for
Secretary of Defence, was very
impressive yesterday. A true Gen-
eral’s General!”

From 2010 to 2013, Mattis
headed the US military’s Central
Command, which oversees oper-
ations stretching from the Horn
of Africa through the Middle East
and into Central Asia including
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Dur-
ing that time, he was at odds with
the Obama administration on
the need to prepare for potential
threats from Iran and about re-
sources for Afghanistan.

Mattis, 66, served as an
American commander in the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan and was
known to be popular among the
troops. Speaking on “Fox News
Sunday,” Vice President-elect
Mike Pence, who now heads
Trump’s transition team,” said
Mattis had “a legendary military
career.”—Reuters
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Obama says not worried about being last
Democratic US leader for a while

LIMA —US President Barack Obama on Sunday said he is not
worried about being the last Democratic US president for a while,
noting democrat Hillary Clinton won the popular vote and his own
approval rating remained high.

He added, however, that the Democratic Party needed to or-
ganise better and better convey its message.—Reuters

Putin says Russia will respond to NATO
expansion — RIA

MOSCOW — Russian President Vladimir Putin said Russia would
take countermeasures in response to NATO expansion, RIA news
agency quoted him as saying on Monday.

“Why are we reacting to NATO expansion so emotionally?
We are concerned by NATO’s decision making,” Putin was quoted
as saying in an interview to be broadcast on Russian TV later on
Monday.—Reuters

Warplanes strike military sites in Yemen
capital — residents

SANAA — Arab coalition warplanes struck military sites in the
Yemeni capital Sanaa on Monday, residents said, as two-day
ceasefire that was marred by heavy fighting entered its final hours.

The raids hit army bases on a mountain overlooking the
city, and the force of the explosions shook buildings as it rippled
through several city neighbourhoods, they said.

Sanaa is controlled by the Iran-allied Houthi movement, which
still holds vast swathes of the country despite a nearly 20-month
military campaign by the Saudi-led alliance aimed at restoring
Yemen’s exiled government.

A 48-hour ceasefire announced by Saudi Arabia which large-
ly failed to halt nationwide combat is set to expire at noon (0900
GMT) on Monday.

The violence casts into doubt a UN peace proposal for the
Houthis to quit main cities and Yemen’s warring factions to form
a national unity government.—Reuters

French foiled terror attack with new
arrests-minister

PARIS — French police arrested several men over the weekend
and foiled a planned terror attack, Interior Minister Bernard Ca-
zeneuve said on Monday.

Seven people of French, Moroccan and Afghan origin and
aged from 29 to 37 years, were arrested in all, two in Marseille and
most of the others in the eastern city of Strasbourg, he said.

One of the world’s oldest and largest Christmas markets is
due to open in Strasbourg on Friday. Cazeneuve did not say in his
declaration to reporters what the target of the would-be attackers
was however.—Reuters

Strong winds hit China as temperatures
continue to drop

BENING — Strong winds hit much of China after a cold front
dragged temperatures down by more than 10 degrees Celsius.

Beijing and neighbouring areas saw the first snowfall of the
winter over the weekend.

A total of 1,506 snow-clearing vehicles and over 23,000 work-
ers had been dispatched to cope with icy roads and possible road
accidents by Beijing authorities as of 10 a.m. Monday.

Gales sweeping from the north have hit the capital city and
will continue to affect the rest of China over the following days.

Freezing weather will linger until Wednesday, with blue
alerts for cold spells issued in Beijing, Tianjin, Henan, Shandong,
Jiangsu as well as Sichuan on Monday.

From Monday to Wednesday, temperatures in Beijing and
neighbouring areas are expected to drop to as low as minus 14
degrees Celsius, while parts of Hunan, Hubei, Jiangsu and Sichuan
provinces will experience a drop of 7 to 10 degrees Celsius in tem-
perature, according to local meteorological authorities.

China has a four-tier colour-coded system for severe weather,
with red being the most serious, followed by orange, yellow and
blue.—Xinhua
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Obama offers bleak
assessment of
situation in Syria

LIMA — US President Barack
Obama said on Sunday that
chaos in Syria could persist
for “quite some time” and that
Russian and Iranian support for
President Bashar al-Assad’s air
campaign had emboldened the
Syrian leader’s crackdown on
rebels.

“l am not optimistic about
the short-term prospects in Syr-
ia,” Obama said at a news con-
ference in Lima at the conclu-
sion of a summit with leaders of
Pacific Rim countries.

US President Barack Obama.
Proto: ReuTERS

“Once Russia and Iran
made a decision to back Assad
and a brutal air campaign and
essentially a pacification of
Aleppo regardless of civilian
casualties, children being killed
or wounded, schools or hospi-
tals being destroyed, then it was
very hard to see a way in which
even a trained and committed
moderate opposition could hold
its ground for long periods of
time,” he said.

Obama, a Democrat who
will be succeeded on 20 January
by Republican President-elect
Donald Trump, said he told
Russian  President  Vladimir
Putin on the sidelines of the

Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration summit in Lima that he
was deeply concerned about the
bloodshed in Syria and that a
ceasefire was needed.

“At this stage, we’re going
to need a change in how all par-
ties think about this in order for
us to end the situation there,”
Obama said, adding: “There’s
no doubt that there will contin-
ue to be extremist forces in and
around Syria because it’s still
going to be in chaos for quite
some time.”

Under Obama, the military
aid programme overseen by the
CIA has given arms and train-
ing to moderate rebels in coor-
dination with countries includ-
ing Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar
and Jordan.

Trump has signaled op-
position to US support for the
rebels, saying he wants to focus
on fighting Islamic State. He has
said he might even cooperate on
fighting the militant group with
Russia, Assad’s most powerful
ally, which has been bombing
the rebels for over a year in
western Syria.

Obama’s trip to Peru was
the last stop on an internation-
al farewell tour that included
visits to Greece and Germany
and was often overshadowed by
questions about Trump’s elec-
tion.

Obama said he had wres-
tled with the question of US
involvement in Syria for five
years.

He said he concluded the
United States did not have a
legal basis for military involve-
ment in Syria and that doing so
would have been a “strategic
mistake” given the effort to
stabilise Afghanistan and lraq
and the need to fight Islamic
State.—Reuters

Turkish jets destroy 17 IS
targets in northern Syria

ANKARA — Turkish jets on
Sunday night destroyed some
17 Islamic State (IS) targets near
Al-Bab in northern Syria under
the Euphrates Shield operation,
Anadolu Agency reported.

Turkish Air Force hit at
least two IS-occupied build-
ings in Al-Bab region with 16
bombs, and 17 IS targets were
destroyed by the attack.

Meanwhile, two Turkish
soldiers were wounded in a IS
attack in northern Syria on the
same day.

The soldiers were wounded
when IS bombed an area near

the city of Al-Bab, north of
Aleppo, where Turkish troops
are located. The wounded were
taken to a hospital in Turkey’s
border province of Gaziantep,
according to hospital sources.

On Saturday, one Turkish
soldier was killed in a similar IS
attack to Turkish troops.

The Turkish-backed Free
Syrian Army has been fighting
around the Al-Bab and Al-Rai
regions as part of Operation
Euphrates Shield, which was
launched in late August to rid
the northern Syrian border area
of terrorists.—Xinhua
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"ﬁahan security forces keep
watch in front of a mosque
where an explosion happened
in Kabul, Afghanistan on 21
November 2016. PHoTo: REuTERS
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Shi’ite mosque in Kabul — police

KABUL — A suicide bomb-
er killed at least 27 people and
wounded dozens on Monday in
an explosion at a crowded Shi’ite
mosque in the Afghan capital Ka-
bul, officials said.

The attacker entered the Ba-
gir ul Olum mosque during a cer-
emony, the interior ministry said
in a statement.

Fraidoon Obaidi, chief of the
Kabul police Criminal Investiga-
tion Department, said at least 27
people were killed and 35 wound-
ed and that the total may rise.

“l saw people screaming and
covered in blood,” a survivor told
Afghanistan’s Ariana Television.
He said around 40 dead and 80

wounded had been taken from
the building before rescue servic-
es arrived at the scene, but there
was no independent confirmation
of those figures.

The Taliban, seeking to re-
impose Islamic law after their
2001 ouster, denied they were
responsible for the attack. “We
have never attacked mosques
as it’s not our agenda,” said the
movement’s main spokesman,
Zabihullah Mujahid.

Bloody sectarian rivalry be-
tween Sunni and Shi’ite Muslims
has been relatively rare in Af-
ghanistan, a majority Sunni coun-
try, but the attack underlines the
deadly new dimension that grow-

ing ethnic tension could bring to
its decades-long conflict.

Government Chief Exec-
utive Abdullah Abdullah con-
demned the attack as a sign of
barbarism but said Afghanistan
should not fall victim to “enemy
plots that divide us by titles”.

“This attack targeted inno-
cent civilians — including chil-
dren - in a holy place. It is a war
crime & an act against Islam &
humanity,” he said in a message
on his Twitter account.

In July, more than 80 people
were killed inan attack on a demon-
stration by the mainly Shi’ite Haz-
ara minority that was claimed by
Islamic State militants.—Reuters

Pakistan’s powerful army chief begins farewell visits

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan’s
powerful army chief Raheel Sha-
rif began a round of farewell visits
on Monday, his spokesman said,
damping speculation he might
receive an extension when his
three-year term ends this month.

The general has been im-
mensely popular among ordinary
Pakistanis, who see him as hav-
ing effectively tackled crime and
corruption, besides carrying the
fight against Islamist terrorism to
unstable tribal areas.

Sharif, who is due to retire
on 29 November, had never said
he would seek an extension, but

speculation of such a move has
recently been rife in the media
and among politicians.

“Army chief kicks off his
farewell visits beginning from
Lahore today,” military spokes-
man Lieutenant-General Asim
Bajwa said on social network
Twitter, adding that Sharif would
meet soldiers on the visits.

“Accomplishment of peace
and stability no ordinary task,” he
added. “Our sacrifices and joint
national resolve helped us in off-
setting all odds.”

The army has ruled Paki-
stan for roughly half its 69-year

Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and Army Chief of Staff General
Raheel Sharif watch military exercises in Bahawalpure, Pakistan, on 16

November 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

history, and tension with civilian
governments — including that of
current Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif — often runs high.

Sharif himself was ousted
from power in 1999 by a military
coup. Pakistan’s last two army
chiefs, including Pervez Mushar-
raf, who led the coup against Sha-
rif, were both given extensions.

Prime Minister Sharif has
until 28 November to name his
choice of a replacement for the
retiring army chief. Typically, the
military provides the prime min-
ister the dossiers of three or four
contenders from which to choose.

Contenders this year include
Lieutenant General Javed Igbal
Ramday, Lieutenant General Zu-
bair Hayat, Lieutenant General
Ishfag Nadeem Ahmad and Lieu-
tenant General Qamar Javed Baj-
wa, three of the prime minister’s
aides told Reuters in September.

The succession will also be
closely watched overseas.

With nearly 10,000 US troops
in Afghanistan fighting the Afghan
Taliban and other militant groups,
Washington is losing patience with
what it calls Pakistan’s failure to
hunt down insurgents who launch
attacks on Afghanistan from Pa-
kistani territory. Pakistan denies
this.—Reuters
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Merkel says she
will seek fourth
term as German
chancellor

BERLIN — Angela Merkel an-
nounced on Sunday she wants to
run for a fourth term as German
chancellor in next year’s election,
a sign of stability after Britain’s
vote to leave the European Union
and the election of Donald Trump
as the next US president.

The 62-year old conserva-
tive, facing a voter backlash over
her open-door migrant policy,
said she had thought long and
hard before eventually deciding
to stand again in the September
election, ending months of spec-
ulation over her decision.

“The decision for a fourth
term is — after 11 years in of-
fice — anything but trivial — for
the country, the party and, | say it
consciously in this order, for me
personally,” she told reporters,
striking a serious, almost sombre,
tone.

“It is a decision not just for
an election campaign but about
the next four years ... if health al-
lows it,” she added after a meet-
ing of senior members of her
conservative Christian Democrat
(CDU) party.

An Emnid poll on Sunday
showed that some 55 per cent
of Germans want Merkel, Ger-
many’s eighth chancellor since
World War I, to serve a fourth
term, with 39 per cent against, in-
dicating that despite setbacks, she
is still an electoral asset.

Merkel has steered Europe’s
biggest economy through the fi-
nancial crisis and euro zone debt
crisis and has won respect inter-
nationally, for example with her
efforts to help solve the conflict
in Ukraine. US President Barack

Obama last week described her as
an “outstanding” ally.

With Trump’s victory in the
United States and the rise in sup-
port for right-wing parties in sev-
eral European states, some com-
mentators see Merkel as a bastion
of Western liberal values.

“Angela Merkel is the an-
swer to the populism of this
time. She is, as it were, the an-
ti-Trump,” party ally Stanislaw
Tillich, premier of the state of
Saxony, told the RND newspaper
group, adding she stood for relia-
bility and predictability.

However, she rejected the
responsibility that was pushed
onto her after Trump’s win as
“grotesque and absurd”.

“No person alone — even
with the greatest experience -—
can change things in Germany,
Europe and the world for the bet-
ter, and certainly not the chancel-
lor of Germany,” she said.

Merkel’s decision last year
to open Germany’s borders to
around 900,000 migrants, most-
ly from war zones in the Mid-
dle East, angered many voters at
home and dented her ratings.

Her party has slumped in re-
gional elections in the last year
while support for the anti-immi-
grant Alternative for Germany
(AfD) has swelled.

In September, after a heavy
defeat for the CDU in a Berlin
state election, a humbled Merkel
surprised the country by saying
she wished she could turn the
clock back on the migrant crisis,
though she stopped short of say-
ing her policy was a mistake.

Domestically, her biggest
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US President Barack Obama and German Chancellor Angela Merkel meet at the chancellery in Berlin,
Germany, on 18 November 2016. PHoTo: REUuTERS

challenge will probably be man-
aging the integration of refugees
in an increasingly divided socie-
ty and keeping Europe’s power-
house economy on track.

“On a European and interna-
tional level we have to stand up
for our values and interests,” she
said, citing the euro zone crisis,
the migrant crisis and Brexit as
challenges.

rise of the AfD makes coalition
arithmetic more complicated.

The SPD has not decided
whether its chairman Sigmar Ga-
briel, Vice Chancellor and Econ-
omy Minister, will run against
Merkel. One of the SPD’s dep-
uty leaders, Ralf Stegner, said it
would be a mistake to underesti-
mate Merkel but that the “myth
of invincibility” was over.

“No person alone — even with the greatest
experience -— can change things in
Germany, Europe and the world for the better,
and certainly not the chancellor of Germany.”

Angela Merkel,
German Chancellor

An Emnid poll on Sunday
put Merkel’s conservative bloc
down one point at 33 per cent,
nine points ahead of her near-
est rivals, the Social Democrats
(SPD), with whom she shares
power.

In a system where coalition
governments are the norm, many
pollsters see another ‘grand coa-
lition” as the most likely option
after the election, although the

Merkel said this election
would be more difficult than any
since reunification in 1990 due to
the threat from the right, social
divisions and the possibility that
Germany’s leftist parties could
form a coalition.

Merkel, who grew up in
Communist East Germany, is a
physicist who only became in-
volved in politics after the fall of
the Berlin Wall in 1989. She is

seen as a talented negotiator but
has also shown a ruthless streak.

A Protestant woman in a
mainly Catholic and male-domi-
nated party, at least when she be-
came its leader in 2000, Merkel
never built up a regional power
base but over the years she has
sidelined her main male rivals
and has no obvious successor.

She still requires the official
backing of her party at a con-
ference in early December and
also of her Christian Social Un-
ion (CSU) allies in Bavaria, who
have fiercely criticised her open-
door migrant policy. CSU head
Horst Seehofer welcomed her
decision on Sunday.

“We now want the trust of
the population for another four
years and therefore it is good that
we have clarity,” he said.

Germany has no limit on
the number of terms a chancel-
lor can serve and Merkel could
end up matching the 16 years
in office of her former mentor,
Helmut Kohl. It was Merkel
herself who broke with Kohl
and told her party in 1999, in
the midst of a funding scandal,
that it should move on without
him.—Reuters

Australian

SYDNEY — Australia’s Immi-
gration Minister Peter Dutton
doubled-down on recent com-
ments maintaining that allowing
immigration from some countries
was a “mistake,” singling out
Lebanese-Muslims on Monday
as a source of terrorism.

Speaking in question time
in the Australian lower house,
Dutton said Lebanese nation-
als, the bulk of whom arrived in
Australia around the time of the
Lebanese civil war that began in
1975, were over-represented in
terrorist-related offenses.

“The advice | have is that out
of the last 33 people who have

minister links Lebanese migration to terror

been charged with terrorist-relat-
ed offences in this country, 22 of
those people are from second and
third generation Lebanese-Mus-
lim background,” he said.

“Many people who have
built this country over many
decades deserve to be praised.
But I am going to call out those
people who are doing the wrong
thing.”

Dutton made the statement
after opposition leader Bill Short-
en questioned him on comments
made in a television interview
in which he said former Prime
Minister Malcolm Fraser of the
Liberal party made “mistakes in

bringing some people in, in the
1970s, and we’re seeing that to-
day.”

Unsurprisingly, Dutton’s
comments drew ire from across
the political spectrum, with Short-
en calling on Dutton to apologise
for the “shameful remarks.”

“Enough is enough. Our
hardworking migrant commu-
nities shouldn’t have to tolerate
this kind of ignorant stupidity
and (Dutton) needs to immediate-
ly apologize,” he said in a state-
ment.

“Millions of people, from all
walks of life and from all corners
of the world, have made Austral-

ia their home — and whole coun-
try has benefited as a result.”

The Australian Broadcasting
Corp. noted that it is not the first
time that Lebanese-background
Australians have been singled
out, with a leaked government
National Security Committee
document in February also point-
ing to Lebanese-linked extrem-
ists in Australia.

“The most prominent ethnic
group amongst Australian Sun-
ni extremists are the Lebanese.
The majority of this cohort can
be linked to the wave of human-
itarian migration to Australia
as a result of the Lebanese civil

war (1975-1990), as well as their
extended families and Australi-
an-born descendants,” the docu-
ment read.

According to the brief, the
“intake led to the transportation
to Australia of a Sunni communi-
ty which included elements who
already held extremist beliefs, or
who were more highly receptive
to extremist messages.”

“While there have been in-
stances of extremist violence
from within this community,
most activities relate to the pro-
vision of ideological or political
support and/or fundraising.”—
Kyodo News
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Fillon, Juppe go
head-to-head for
French conservative
presidential ticket

PARIS — Francois Fillon
heads into a five-day run-
off campaign for France’s
conservative presidential
ticket as favourite over
opponent Alain Juppe af-
ter a stunning first-round
vote result that ousted
ex-president Nicolas
Sarkozy from the race.

Market analysts say
the outcome opens up
fresh uncertainty about
the result of next year’s
actual presidential elec-
tion, potentially increas-
ing a still remote risk that
far-right leader Marine Le
Pen can win it.

Before that though,
Fillon is up against anoth-
er former prime minister,
Alain Juppe in a second
round of the primaries on
27 November. Juppe has
a week to turn around his
momentum-sapped cam-
paign and win over the
supporters of the other
candidates.

With Fillon only six
points short of the 50-per
cent threshold needed in
the first round and Sarkozy

on his side, it looks a tall
order for Juppe.

However, any French
voter can take part in the
run-off next Sunday, and
the views of pollsters and
commentators have been
much confounded in pop-
ular votes worldwide this
year — not least Sunday’s
vote in which Fillon did
far better than expected.

At stake is an almost
certain place in the sec-
ond round of next spring’s
presidential election, poll-
sters say, with the French
left in turmoil under the
deeply unpopular Presi-
dent Francois Hollande.

In that decisive poll
next May, the conserva-
tive challenger would in
all likelihood face Nation-
al Front party leader Ma-
rine Le Pen.

A BVA poll in Sep-
tember showed Fillon

beating Le Pen by a
margin of 61 per cent of
votes to 39 per cent, but
recent opinion poll sce-
narios have not pitted him
against her—Reuters

A combination of file photos shows Alain Juppe (L),
current mayor of Bordeaux and Francois Fillon, a for-
mer prime minister, who lead in the first round French
center-right presidential primary election, on 20 Novem-

ber 2016. PHoto: REUTERS
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Pope Francis walks after closing the Holy Door to mark the closing of the Catholic Jubilee Year of Mercy at the in
Saint Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican, on 20 November 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

Pope extends power to forgive abortion to all priests

VATICAN CITY — Pope Francis on Monday allowed all Roman Catholic priests the power to forgive abortion, a
power previously reserved for bishops or special confessors. Francis, who has made a more inclusive and forgiv-
ing church a characteristic of his papacy, made the announcement in a document known as an “apostolic letter”
after Sunday’s close of the Catholic Church’s “Holy Year of Mercy”. He said he wanted to “restate as firmly as
I can that abortion is a grave sin, since it puts an end to an innocent life.”—Reuters
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Two police officers shot in San Antonio, St. Louis;

ST. LOUIS — A police
officer was killed in Texas
and another shot in Mis-
souri in apparently unrelat-
ed attacks on Sunday, and
the suspect in the Missouri
incident was killed in a
shootout with authorities.

Another police officer
was shot and wounded in
a similar attack in Florida,
although he was not seri-
ously injured.

In Texas, a San Anto-
nio police officer was shot
and killed sitting in a squad
car during a routine traffic
stop outside the city’s po-
lice headquarters on Sun-
day, authorities said.

The assailant stopped
his car behind the parked
police cruiser, walked to
the patrol car and shot the
officer in the head through

the window as he was writ-
ing a ticket, Police Chief
William McManus said.

The gunman then
reached through the win-
dow, fired a second shot
into the officer, returned to
his vehicle and sped away.
The slain officer was iden-
tified as Benjamin Marco-
ni, 50, a 20-year veteran.

Hours later, a St. Louis
policeman was shot in the
face as he sat in his cruiser
at an intersection, by some-
one in a car who pulled up
beside the officer, opened
fire and fled. St. Louis Po-
lice Chief Sam Dotson said
the wounded officer was
conscious and able to speak
after the attack.

The St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch reported the suspect
was later killed during a

shootout as he fled from of-
ficers who spotted his car.
He has not been identified.
In Florida, local media
reported another police of-
ficer was shot during a traf-
fic stop on Sanibel Island,
on the state’s Gulf coast.
The officer was treated
for a shoulder wound and
later released, the reports
said. The suspect was ap-
prehended at his home on
an island off Ft. Myers.
Investigators still
lacked any immediate clue
to the identity of the San
Antonio gunman. They
found no apparent link
with the man who had been
pulled over, McManus told
reporters.
“This is everyone’s
worst nightmare,” McManus
said. Referring to recent

a suspect killed

ambush killings of police
officers in Texas and Lou-
isiana, he said, “You never
want to see anything like this
happen. Unfortunately, like
Dallas, like Baton Rouge,
it’s happened here now.”
Texas Governor Greg
Abbott said in a statement:
“Attacks against law en-
forcement officers will not
be tolerated in Texas and
must be met with swift jus-
tice.”—Reuters

Bank Holiday

All Banks will be
closed on 24" Novem-
ber (Thursday) 2016
“National Day” under the
Negotiable  Instruments
Act.

Central Bank of Myanmar

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV MCC HALONG VOY. NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MCC
HALONG VOY. NO ( ) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21.11.2016 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.1.P where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT (S’PORE)
PTELTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV MCC S’PORE VOY. NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MCC S’PORE
VOY. NO () are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 21.11.2016 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of M.L.T.T/M.L.P where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT (S’PORE)
PTELTD
Phone No: 2301185
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Ariana Grande wins top American Music
award, Green Day takes aim at Trump

LOS ANGELES — Canadian
rapper Drake won his first ever
American Music Awards on Sun-
day, Ariana Grande was named
artist of the year, and punk band
Green Day took aim at new-
ly-elected US President Donald
Trump.

“No Trump, no KKK, no
fascist USA,” sang Green Day,
performing their controversial
anti-gun violence single ‘“Bang
Bang” on the live show and
re-writing some of the lyrics.

It was the most overt refer-
ence to the Nov.8 US presidential
elections at the three-hour awards
show where the focus was other-
wise mostly on music.

Pop singer Selena Gomez,
24, who surprised fans by mak-
ing her first major public ap-
pearance since cutting short her
world tour in August to deal
with panic attacks and depres-
sion, won the best pop/rock fe-
male artist award.

In an emotional speech,
Gomez thanked her fans for their
loyalty and explained why she
felt the need to take a break.

“Most of you know a lot of
my life whether I like it or not.
I had to stop. I had everything,
but I was absolutely broken,”
said Gomez, who is also known
for her on and off again romance
with Justin Bieber for the past

five years.

The  American  Music
Awards are chosen by fans vot-
ing online.

Drake, 30, who got a leading
13 nominations, won best rap/
hip-hop artist, song and album for
his best-selling “Views”, which
earlier this year became the first
album to earn one billion streams
on Apple Music.

— e

Singer Ariana Grande (C) performs ‘Side by Side’ during the 2016 American Music Awards in Los Angeles,

California, US, on 20 November, 2016. PHoTo: REuTERS

Singer Brian Kelley (L) and Tyler Hubbard of Florida Georgia Line pose
backstage with their award for ‘Favorite Country Duo/Group’ during
the 2016 American Music Awards in Los Angeles, California, US, on 20
November 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

Ariana Grande accepts the award
for artist of the year at the 2016
American Music Awards.

PHoto: ReuTers

“For our genre, I like to keep
things exciting and keep making
music... more like this is coming
soon,” Drake said, accepting the
award.

But pop singer Grande, 23,
was chosen artist of the year,
beating Justin Bieber, Rihanna
and Gomez.

“T can’t believe this. I am
shaking with nerves,” she said. “I
hope that I can bring joy to you
and make you feel unified and
happy.”

Former One Direction mem-
ber Zayn Malik, who quit British
boy band One Direction last year
to launch a solo career, bested
Canadian Shawn Mendes to take
the best new artist trophy.

“It’s been a crazy year... I
didn’t expect anyone to still vote
for me,” said Zayn, who now
uses only his first name.

British singer Sting, who
last week released his first pop/
rock album in a decade, “57" and
9t > sang a medley of his hits and
was presented with an honorary
award recognising his contribu-
tion to the music industry.

Sting said he owed a debt to
American rock and roll, adding
“While I may be an Englishman
in New York, my musical soul is
all American.” Bieber performed
“Never Give Up” via satellite
from a concert in Italy and won
awards for best pop/rock male
artist, album, song and video.

Lady Gaga, Kendrick Lamar,
Nicki Minaj, The Weeknd, Niall
Horan, James Bay and John Leg-
end were among the dozens of
other performers on the Los An-
geles stage. The American Music
Awards were created in 1973 as
an alternative to the Grammys.—
Reuters
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Eddie Redmayne (L) poses with
writer J.K. Rowling. PHoto: ReuTeRs

‘Fantastic Beasts’ Debuts to Magical

LOS ANGELES — “Fantastic
Beasts and Where to Find Them”
dominated the weekend box office,
debuting to a boisterous $75 mil-
lion and launching a new cinematic
franchise.

It confirms Warner Bros.” high
hopes for the property and its deci-
sion to back five installments in the
fantasy series. “Fantastic Beasts™ is
a spinoff of the Harry Potter films,
but instead of Hogwarts, it unfolds
in 1920s New York City and fea-
tures an entirely new cast of wiz-
ards and mythical creatures.

The studio spent $180 million
to make the picture, enlisting Harry
Potter creator J.K. Rowling to write
the screenplay and bringing back
David Yates, the director of several
previous boy wizard outings. Eddie
Redmayne stars as Newt Scaman-
der, a textbook writer and collector
of the titular beasts.

“This is dead on what we were

looking for,” said Jeff Goldstein,
president of domestic distribution
at Warner Bros. “Jo Rowling bril-
liantly told a story that inspired her
fanbase to come out in a big way.”

It was a softer opening than
any of the previous Potter films,
but Warner Bros. argues that com-
parisons aren’t fair. Those movies
were based on global best-sell-
ers, whereas “Fantastic Beasts” is
largely an original work.

“It’s not the same,” said Gold-
stein. “It’s apples and kumquats.”

Audiences may have em-
braced the return to Potter-dom,
but they gave the cold shoulder to
several new films, among them the
boxing drama “Bleed for This” and
the Iraq War drama “Billy Lynn’s
Long Halftime Walk.” Both pic-
tures bombed, with “Bleed for
This” eking out $2.4 million and
“Billy Lynn’s” mustering $930,000
after expanding from four to 1,176

theaters. It has earned $1.1 million
since opening in limited release a
week ago, a disastrous result for a
film that was expected to be a ma-
jor Oscar contender.

Open Road is distributing
“Bleed for This,” which chronicles
Vinny Pazienza’s efforts to get back
into the ring after a car accident.
It has a $6 million budget, which
cushions the box office blow. Sony
is backing “Billy Lynn’s” along
with Bona Film Group, Film4, and
Studio 8. The $40 million is a tech-
nological gamble. Ang Lee shot the
picture so it could be exhibited at
120 frames per second in 3D at 4K
HD resolution in order to achieve
greater clarity and realism. Critics
have been divided about the look
of the picture, with some faulting
it for looking too much like a tel-
enovela. It’s something of a moot
point, as only a handful of theaters
have the ability to exhibit the film

$75 Million

at the higher speeds. STX’s “Edge
of Seventeen” didn’t fare much
better than the other struggling
new releases. The teen dramedy
with Hailee Steinfeld only man-
aged to pull in $4.8 million for a
seventh place finish. Heading into
the weekend, it was expected to
gross $10 million. The film is one
of the year’s best-reviewed come-
dies. It centers on a high school girl
grappling with the fact that her best
friend is dating her brother. “Edge
of Seventeen” cost $9 million to
make, and was positioned as coun-
ter-programming for women be-
tween the ages of 17 and 39.

“I wish to god it had start-
ed better,” said Adam Fogelson,
STX Entertainment Motion Pic-
ture Group chairman. “We hope
that the love the critics have shown
for it, and that audiences have for
it, leads to it being seen now and
going forward.”—Reuters
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‘Yoga injuries three times more
in older participants than young’

WASHINGTON — The
incidence of fracture and
other yoga-related inju-
ries in older participants is
about three times higher
than in the younger popu-
lation, claims a new study.

Researchers from Uni-
versity of Alabama at Bir-
mingham in the US, studied
data from the US National
Electronic Injury Surveil-
lance System compiled
from 2001 and 2014.

They found the overall
rate of yoga-related injuries
climbed to 17 per 1,00,000
participants in 2014, up
from 10 per 1,00,000 in
2001. The injury rate for
older participants was high-
er. Those 65 and older ex-
perienced an injury rate of
58 per 100,000.

Individuals ages 45-64

saw an injury rate of 18 per
100,000, while those be-
tween 18-44 years of age
had an injury rate of 12 per
100,000.

Overall, the team
found 29,590 yoga-related
injuries during the study pe-
riod. Nearly half were inju-
ries to the trunk, and sprains
or strains accounted for 45
per cent of all injuries.

“Yoga injuries are
relatively rare, and as you
might expect, the incidence
tends to rise with the age
of the participant,” said
Thomas Swain, researcher
at University of Alabama at
Birmingham.

“We did find that the
injury rate is increasing
over time, which may be a
reflection of the increase in

popularity of yoga, leading

to an increase in inexperi-
enced participants who do
not take the necessary pre-
cautions to avoid injury.”
said Swain.

“The incidence of
fracture was highest in the
older population, some
three times higher than in
the younger population,”
he said.

“For all injuries, the
actual risk might be higher
than our numbers show, as
we surveyed results only
from those who sought
medical attention in an
emergency  department,”
Swain added. As with any
sport or physical activity,
it is important to be sure
you are physically capable
of the undertaking, said re-
searchers.

“Talk to your physi-

cian before taking up yoga,
be cautious, and recognise
your personal limitations,
particularly if you are over
65,” Swain said.

“Yoga is harder and
more demanding than some
people believe,” said Ger-
ald McGwin, from Uni-
versity of Alabama at Bir-
mingham.

“You need a realistic
view of your own abilities,
and you need to understand
that some poses might be
too challenging and in-
appropriate. A qualified,
certified yoga instructor
can help you with that as-
sessment and is essential
to a safe experience,” said
McGwin. The study was
published in the Orthope-
dic Journal of Sports Med-
icine—PTI

Poland’s National Museum in Szczecin
wins World Building of the Year 2016

WARSAW — The Dia-
logue Centre Upheavals
in a national museum in
the Polish city of Szczecin
won the World Building of
the Year 2016 award at the
World Architecture Festi-
val, the Polish museum re-
ported on Saturday.

The Dialogue Centre
Upheavals is part of the Na-
tional Museum in Szczecin,
and was designed by Polish
architect Robert Koniec-
zny, principal at KWK
studio. The competition’s
international jury chaired
by architect David Chipper-

field stressed in the verdict
that the Dialogue Centre
Upheavals enriches the city
and city life.

“This is a piece of to-
pography as well as a mu-
seum ... a design which
addresses the past in an op-
timistic, poetic and imagi-

native way,” Chipperfield
said. The Szczecin muse-
um’s branch was selected
from 16 other projects and
also won in the culture
category. In July 2016, the
building also won the Euro-
pean Prize for Urban Public
Space 2016.—Xinhua

Chinese lantern festival kicks off in US to boost cultural ties

PHOENIX, (the United
States) —  The largest
Chinese lantern festival
in US history, Lights of
the World, kicked off this
weekend in the capital of
Arizona to boost Sino-US
cultural ties.

The event lasting to
29 January next year and
running through four of
the most important hol-
idays —Thanksgiving
Day, Christmas, New Year
and Spring Festival — is
expected to attract more
than half a million local

residents, Song Yang, vice
chairman of the US-China
Cultural and Educational
Foundation, told Xinhua
Sunday night.

“It is also a good op-
portunity for Americans
to get to know more about
Chinese folk art,” he said,
adding that culture was a
means for people to ex-
change different ideas and
understand each other.

The festival in the Gila
River Indian Community
covers 22 acres, or about
90,000 square metres, and

showcases more than 80
huge lantern units.

Among the units,
Heaven Temple is about
18 metres high and Chi-
na Dragon assembled by
China Dinnerware is 70
metres long. About 380
Chinese lantern craftsmen
worked for three months
to prepare the show and
the units used over 160
tons of steel and over four
million lights, Song, who
co-invested more than six
million US dollars in the
event with a private compa-

ny from Sichuan Province,
told Xinhua.

“It’s a real good feel-
ing to have this fantas-
tic experience,” Stephen
Rowe Lewis, Governor of
Gila River Indian Commu-
nity, said in the inaugura-
tion Friday. “We regard
these hand-made, special
designed lights as a bless.”

“It’s a culture event
and it’s also a event be-
yond culture, the excit-
ing thing will bring our
two people together,” he
said.—Xinhua
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Programme Schedule

Today Fresh

(22-11-2016 07:00 AM ~ 23-11-2016 07:00 AM) MST

A Novitiation Ceremony in a Rural Township
Culture Shows: Composer Ma Mya Lay

Kyaikhteeyoe: Bamboo Guns

International Dances in Myanmar
Amazing: Magician Sak Kaw Ma

07:03 AM News

07:26 AM

07:51 AM

08:03 AM News

08:26 AM

08:32 AM Sayit-wyne Girls
08:55 AM Black Gold (P - 11)
09:03 AM News

09:27 AM

09:45 AM

10:03 AM News
10:26 AM

10:42 AM Tea Leaves
10:49 AM

brary

Super Traditional Fencing Form (Ep-3)

Today Myanmar: Community Center & Mobile Li-

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm) - Sunday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm) -Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time
07:03 PM
07:26 PM
07:51 PM
08:03 PM
08:26 PM
08:50 PM

News

News

A Day Out With Sarah (EP-5)
Art Students: Theatrical Art

Taste Of Myanmar (Papaya Salad)
Young Lady Musician: Nge Nge Lay

(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am) - Sunday Repeat(07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) -Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule — www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

Great Dickens Christmas

Fair kicks off in Daly City

People in the costumes of Victoria’s era dance at the Great
Dickens Christmas Fair in Daly City, the United States, on
19 November 2016. The annual Great Dickens Christmas
Fair kicked off in Daly City on Saturday. PHoto: XiNnHuA

Shanxi publishes
details of Great Wall
protection sites

TAIYUAN — The gov-
ernment of north China’s
Shanxi Province has pub-
lished a circular with details
about 4,276 Great Wall
sites in the region in an ef-
fort to enhance protection.

The circular published
earlier this month includes
the names, location, dates,
and protection areas of the
Great Wall sections, as well
as areas where construc-
tion is strictly controlled.
The sites are spread across
40 counties and districts in
eight cities in the province.

Government  authori-
ties said the protection are-
as and construction control
areas, extending both above
and below ground, were
jointly designated by the
Shanxi Culture Relics Bu-
reau and the Housing and
Urban-Rural Development
Department of Shanxi.

Within the protection
areas, no dismantling or
reconstruction of the Great
Wall is allowed, no con-
struction projects are al-
lowed, and no underground
mining is allowed.

Within the construc-
tion control areas, construc-
tion projects should not
affect the historical style

of the Great Wall, and con-
struction blueprints should
be approved before projects
begin.

The Great Wall was
built between the third cen-
tury BC and the Ming Dy-
nasty (1368-1644). The ex-
isting sections mostly date
from the Ming era, with the
Ming wall measuring over
8,800 kilometres.

Shanxi boasts a 1,400-
km stretch of the Great
Wall, 900 kilometres of
which is Ming-era wall.

In 2006, a national
regulation on Great Wall
protection was released,
but the sheer size of the
structure has posed a
challenge to enforcement.
Statistics show that less
than 10 percent of the wall
is considered well-pre-
served, while about 30 per
cent has disappeared.

Dong Yaohui, vice
head of the China Great
Wall Society, said the cir-
cular is a step to implement
China’s cultural relics pres-
ervation law and the Great
Wall protection regulation.
The published information
will help heighten aware-
ness and improve efficiency
of protection.—Xinhua
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F1’s South East Asia future in doubt as Ecclestone
says Singapore wants to drop race — report

SINGAPORE — Formula One
supremo Bernie Ecclestone has
cast doubt over the future of the
sport in Southeast Asia by telling
a German magazine that Singa-
pore no longer wants to host a
grand prix after its current deal
expires next year.

With neighbouring Malay-
sia also considering pulling out
of the championship after 2018
because of declining ticket sales
and TV viewership, the region
could be left without a race for
the first time since 1998.

The Singapore race costs
some S$150 million ($105.04
million) to put on every year,
60 per cent of which is funded
by the government. It was first
staged in 2008 and the city-state
renewed its contract for another
five years in 2012.

Ecclestone’s  blunt com-
ments in Auto Motor und Sport,
however, suggested negotiations
over a further extension have not
gone well.

“Look at what we have done
for Singapore,” Ecclestone said.
“Yes, the grand prix has cost Sin-
gapore a lot of money, but we’ve
also given them a lot of money.”

“Singapore was sudden-
ly more than just an airport to
fly to or from somewhere. Now
they believe they have reached
their goal and they do not want a
grand prix anymore.”

The event is organised in
the city-state by Singapore GP, a
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Part of the illuminated circuit is seen during the third practice session of the Singapore F1 Grand Prix at
the Marina Bay circuit in 2010. PHoto: ReuTeRS

private company owned by Ong
Beng Seng, one of Singapore’s
richest men. A spokeswoman for
the company said in an e-mail on
Monday: “We don’t comment
on ongoing commercial negoti-
ations.”

Ecclestone, 86, is famous
for outspoken media interviews
during negotiations. The Briton
attended this year’s Singapore
race amid negotiations on F1’s
takeover by US cable TV mogul

John Malone’s Liberty Media.

Formula One announced a
record-equalling 21-race provi-
sional calendar for 2017 in Sep-
tember.

The Singapore race is one of
the glamour rounds of the cham-
pionship, taking place at night
on a street circuit with spectators
entertained by internationally re-
nowned music acts such as Be-
yonce and Justin Bieber.

Crowds, which topped

100,000 on all three days in the
first year, have declined, how-
ever, with this year’s race aver-
aging 73,000 spectators for each
day, down from 87,000 in 2015.

A decline in ticket sales in
Malaysia is also behind the deci-
sion by the government and race
organisers there to look at bring-
ing an end to their annual round
of the championship, which has
been held at Sepang since 1999.

The loss of the Singapore

round, however, might encour-
age Malaysia to retain their
round and hope to attract some of
the 150,000 international visitors
who went to the city-state in each
of the first four years of the race.

Singapore’s tourist sector
is seeing a structural shift away
from heavy spenders and towards
the emerging middle classes of
China, India and Indonesia, an-
alysts say.

Tourist arrivals have been on
the rise. In the first eight months
of this year, before the F1 race,
the number of visitors was up
10.3 per cent from the same peri-
od of 2015, at 11.3 million.

Singapore’s tourism receipts
in the first half of the year grew
12 per cent to S$11.6 billion
($8.13 billion), driven mainly by
shopping, accommodation and
food and beverage, which offset
a fall in sightseeing, entertain-
ment and gaming.

Trinh  Nguyen, a senior
economist for emerging-market
Asia at French investment bank
Natixis SA in Hong Kong, said
the recent drop in F1 attendance
may be a sign that the novelty of
the event is wearing off, and may
also be a reflection of weak re-
gional growth.

“It (F1) also comes with
costs. Thus, with tourism re-
ceipts (from F1) waning... the
cost benefit calculus is tipping
in the other direction,” Nguyen
said.—Reuters

Eclipsed Djokovic gets bitter taste of failure

LONDON — Handing out choc-
olates to the media has become
a year-end tradition for Novak
Djokovic at the ATP World Tour
Finals but there was no doubting
the latter half of the 2016 season
has been anything but sweet for
the once all-conquering Serb.

A winner at the London finale
for four straight years from 2012,
on Sunday the 29-year-old from
Belgrade was facing up to the fact
he will be heading for his winter
break without the season-ending
title or the world number one rank-
ing.

While Andy Murray swooped
to snatch both of those accolades
away from the Serb on Sunday,
more worrying for Djokovic is
how he has struggled to battle the
demons and doubts in his own
head that has left him without a ti-
tle since July.

It was only five months ago
that talk of Djokovic becoming
the first man since Rod Laver in
1969 to complete a calendar Grand
Slam gathered momentum after he
won the French Open for the first
time to complete a career slam and

Great Britain’s Andy Murray and Serbia’s Novak Djokovic with their
trophies after the Barclays ATP World Tour Finals, O2 at Arena, Lon-
don on 20 November 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

become the first man in nearly half
a century to hold all four majors at
once. However, the emotional toll
of fulfilling that lifelong dream at
Roland Garros appeared to knock
him sideways and Djokovic has
not recovered since.

“The last five, six months
have not been ideal,” he said.

“There were things | could

have done better on the court. I
know that. It was a tough season...
I’d just been through so much
emotion in the first six months
with Roland Garros.

“I needed some time to really
take it all in, digest it. But I didn’t
have that time. I had to... be on the
court right away. I guess that all
had its toll.”—Reuters

LONDON Chelsea re-
placed Liverpool at the top
of the Premier League with a
comfortable 1-0 win at Mid-
dlesbrough thanks to a first-
half Diego Costa strike on
Sunday.

It was the London side’s
sixth successive league victo-
ry without conceding a goal
and put them on 28 points
from 12 games, a point ahead
of the Merseyside club and
Manchester City.

The league’s leading scor-
er, Costa, hit his 10" goal of
the season to put them in front
four minutes before the break.

‘Boro, promoted last sea-
son, found it hard to make any
clear opportunities against a
solid Chelsea defence and re-
main in the bottom six, one
point clear of the relegation
places.

Despite starting brightly,
the hosts struggled against the
3-4-3 system that has brought

Chelsea take over at the
top by beating ‘Boro’

the west London side such
success since manager Anto-
nio Conte introduced it at the
start of October following a
3-0 defeat by Arsenal.

Eden Hazard, who has re-
discovered the form that made
him Player of the Year in Eng-
land two years’ ago, prompted
attacks from wide on the left
and, with Victor Moses con-
tinuing to enjoy himself out
on the right, Chelsea started
creating chances.

Moses, up against former
Manchester United defender
Fabio de Silva, shot wildly
high but did better in setting
up Pedro, whose goalbound
shot was brilliantly touched
over the bar by Victor Valdes.

When Moses won anoth-
er corner shortly before the
interval, a clutch of ‘Boro de-
fenders failed to clear the ball
and Costa reacted faster than
any of them to volley home.—
Reuters
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