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Mid-year Gems 
and Jewellery 
Emporium-2016 opens

Sixty more suspects detained in Maungtaw

33 more suspects in Maungtaw arrested

US dollar exchange 
rate hits the highest 
at Ks1,323

A total of eight 
people including 

one soldier, 
three policemen, 

one people’s 
militiaman and 

three people lost 
their lives and 29 

people were 
injured . . .

The KIA the TNLA and 
Myanmar National Dem-
ocratic Alliance Army 

(MNDAA) launched coordinat-
ed surprised attacks on military 
outposts, police stations and a 
trade centre in Muse and Kut-
kai Townships in Northern Shan 
State early morning yesterday, 
according to the Information 
Committee of the State Counsel-
lor’s Office.

The attacks claimed lives of 
some security personnel as well 
as innocent people, according to 
the information committee.

The attackers also tried to 
blow up three bridges I n the area, 
the committee said.

At about 2 am yesterday, 
they assaulted the police garri-
son in front of the office of the 
Road Transport Administration 
Department in Muse and the po-
lice and local people’s militia had 
to repel them until they pull out 
southeastward.

At about 2.30 am, estimat-
ed 200 combined troops of the 
KIA and the MNDAA raided a 
government troops’ outpost in 
front of Mongko police station 
in Ward-6, Mongko in Muse 
Township, while government 
troops’ outpost in Phoungsai 
was attacked by about 100 of 
the combined groups and gov-
ernment troops’ outpost in Man-
kan came under attack by about 
80 of them. All outposts of the 
government troops returned fire 
until they ran away. 

At about 6 am, some 
50 troops of the two groups 
launched an attack on a govern-
ment troops’ outpost in Ward-1 
in Kyukoke-Pangsang area while 
Pangsang police station was fired 
with heavy weapons from affili-
ated basic education high school 
in Pangsang. Later, they had to 

KIA, TNLA and MNDAA launch coordinated 
surprised attacks in Muse, Kutkai Townships

outpost was attacked with heavy 
weapons and small arms by about 
150 troops of the KIA and the 
TNLA while about 30 troops of 
the TNLA attacked the Pang-
sang Gate. All of them had to 
withdraw due to the resistance of 
the government security forces. 
When they withdrew due to the 
return-fire of the security forces, 
one people’s militia and two in-
nocent people lost their lives dur-
ing the attacks and eight police-
men, two customs staffers and 
15 people injured in the fightings 
while the police lost 3 assorted 
weapons.

About 50 members of the 
TNLA also launched an attack 
on Kyinsankyawk (Honang) Po-
lice outpost, 12 miles northeast 
of Muse with heavy weapons and 
small arms but they had to with-
draw when meeting with the re-
sistance.

Moreover, Sumlon Bridge 
on Lashio-Muse Road and Nang-
pau bridge were blown up at 3.30 
am and 6.45 am respectively and 
three shops near the latter bridge 
were also burnt down. About one 
square foot of the former was 
damaged. The floor and rails of 
Namtu Bridge were also dam-
aged slightly due to an explosion 
in which three pedestrians were 
injured.

Due to the attacks of the three 
groups, a total of eight people 
including one soldier, three po-
licemen, one people’s militiaman 
and three people lost their lives 
and 29 people including nine 
policemen, two customs staffers 
and 18 people were injured. The 
police lost eight assorted weap-
ons. Tatmadaw columns and the 
police are in hot pursuit of the 
attackers to protect the lives and 
property of the people.—Myan-
mar News Agency

yeild to the return-fire of the gov-
ernment security forces.

At about 6.20 am, police se-
curity troops for Nangpau Bridge 
came under the attack of about 
100 TNLA troops and reinforce-
ment to the bridge police had to 

fight another group of about 40 
TNLA troops. The two groups 
withdrew separately to the east 
and west. One army soldier, three 
policemen and a civilian lost their 
lives in the incidents while one 
policeman was injured and five 

assorted arms were lost. About 
two feet of the floor of the bridge 
was also damaged during the at-
tacks.

At about half past six, 105-
mile trade zone southeast of 
Muse and a government troops’ 

An injured civilian is being taken to hospital.
Photo: State Counsellor’s Office

Smoke billows in the attack on the Muse 105-mile trade zone. Photo: State Counsellor’s Office
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A Mitsubishi Pajero ex-
ploded on the Namtu Bridge on 
Lashio-Muse Highway, Hsenwi 
Township, Northern Shan State 
on 20 November. Three people 
were injured in the explosion of 
the car, according to the State 
Counsellor’s Office Information 
Committee.

At 10.30 am, the dark green 
Pajero coming from Kutkai 
township stopped on the Namtu 
creek crossing reinforced con-
crete bridge. While the bridge 
security guards told the driver 
not to stop on the bridge for se-
curity reasons, the driver left the 
scene saying he needed to pick 
up a package which was dropped 
off the car. The explosion oc-
curred while the driver escaped 
to behind the bridge and the car 

fell down to creek.
Because of the explosion, 

U Tun Aye from Kaung Haw 
village was seriously injured 
whereas Ma Nan Tin Myo Khine 
and Mg Zwe Htet Ko from Hsen-
wi Township were not seriously 
injured and they were all hospi-
talized at Hsenwi People’s Hos-
pital. The explosion damaged the 
floor of the bridge, resulting in a 
hole of about 6 feet in width and 
10 feet in length and both sides 
of bridge railings were damaged.

The police found a suspi-
cious looking person called Eik 
Awl (alias) Aung Zeya, son of U 
La Eik, from Manchest village 
and interrogated him to be able 
to expose other suspected crim-
inals involved in the explosion. 
—Myanmar News Agency

BFM’s aid reaches farmers after rats  
destroy crops in Phekon Tsp
Farmers in Phekon Township, 
Shan State, have been provided 
with aids as their rice and corn 
plantation were devoured by rats.

The aid provided by KBZ’s 
Brighter Future Myanmar Foun-

dation reached 30 villages on 19 
November after more than 1,445 
acres of rice were destroyed by 
rats.

More than 1413 households 
with a total population of 6,901 

An explosion happens on Namtu Bridge on Lashio-Muse Highway Yaba tablets 
sized in 
Bhamo
An anti-narcotics suppression 
squad from Bhamo searched a 
motorcycle ridden by Ma Wint 
War Tun near Man Khun village, 
Bhamo Township on 18 Novem-
ber.

Police seized 2,000 yaba tab-
lets and the interrogation of Ma 
Wint War Tun has led to arrest of 
a drug dealer Ma San Oo living 
in Man Khun village. Police have 
charged Ma Wint War Tun (ali-
as) Sai Mai, 22, and Ma San Oo, 
36, under the Anti-narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances 
Law.—Myanmar Police ForceThe Namtu bridge seen after explosion of a Pajero on it. Photo: MNA

A responsible personal of BFM hands over cash assistance to villagers. 
Photo: Thae Naing Oo (Myanmarsar)

100 adults come for breast exam daily: Yangon Central Women’s Hospital
APPROXIMATELY about 100 
women come the Yangon Cen-
tral Women’s Hospital (CWH) 
every day to receive breast exam-
ination, according to the hospital 
data.

As part of its efforts to re-
duce the incidence of breast 
cancer in Myanmar, the hospital 
provides breast examination to 
the public free of charge, inviting 

people to come to the hospital’s 
outpatient department between 2 
and 4 p.m daily, a spokesperson 
of the hospital said.

Well-trained healthcare pro-
viders teach breast self-exami-
nation and physical examination 
of breasts to every new comer, in 
which some of them were brought 
to undergo breast cancer screen-
ing, Obstetrician and Gynaecolo-

gist Dr Kyaw Zin Win said.
He added that the hospital 

transfers some women, who need 
to undergo surgery for breast can-
cer, to the department of surgery.

Obese women aged over 50 
years, women with no pregnan-
cies, and some adults, who have 
a higher breast cancer risk includ-
ing women who have a close rela-
tive with breast or ovarian cancer 

top the list of the hospital’s pri-
ority to conduct breast screening.

According to the World 
Health Organisation, breast can-
cer is the most common invasive 
cancer in females worldwide, 
with nearly 1.7 million new cases 
diagnosed in 2012. 

Physicians say a woman in 
her 40 should have the choice to 
start annual breast cancer screen-

ing with mammograms, which is 
a diagnostic test used to look for 
any problems within the breast 
and surrounding tissues.

Breast cancer is the top 
common female cancer in My-
anmar. According to a survey, 
every 125 women out of 100,000 
are diagnosed with that kind of 
cancer in the country till 2013. 
—200

Black Friday Sale on 25-27 November
THE Black Friday Sale will take 
place in Myanmar in the last 
week of the month for the sec-
ond time, with plans to display 
popular international products 
for sale, according to the shop.
com.mm, local online retailer. 

The three-day shopping pe-
riod will start on 25 November 
and the deals are currently avail-

able to purchase online. 
The organisers are planning 

to feature a wide range of sup-
plies including personal goods, 
kitchen wares and furniture 
products which will be sold with 
a special discount programme 
which allows customers to get 
up to 80 % discount during the 
event, said Sumit Jasoria, man-

aging director of the shop.com.
mm.

For those who purchase mo-
bile handsets at the Black Friday 
sale will get Ooredoo SIM Card 
with special data package pres-
ent.

The first Black Friday sale 
of Myanmar was launched in 
last November.—200

Thirty-three more 
suspects in Maungtaw 
violent attacks arrested
The security forces compris-
ing of the government troops 
and the border guard police 
arrested thirty-three suspects 
during the area clearance op-
erations in Nganchaung vil-
lage, Maungtaw Township on 
Saturday, according to the an-
nouncement of the Information  
Team of State Counsellor’s Of-
fice yesterday.

It is found that the sus-
pects are those who were in-

volved in the clash with the 
troops at Mayinchaung Vil-
lage on 12th November and 
had fled from the village, said  
the announcement.

Those suspects composed 
of seven including Auli Hu-
saung from Pharwutchaung 
village, nine from Myawtaung 
village and seventeen from 
Pwintphyuchaung village, ac-
cording to the announcement. 
—Myanmar News Agency 

will be provided with K50,000 
each and warm clothes.

The donation ceremony was 
held at the Village of Sibu and re-
sponsible personnel of the BFM 
delivered the aid to the farmers.

To quickly respond to dis-
asters, the foundation has estab-
lished a K100 fund for disaster 
preparedness in  regions and 
states under the leadership of 
its chairperson Daw Nang Lang 
Kham.

Meanwhile, as part of the ef-
fort to brace for La Nina in the up-
coming winter, the BFM has im-
ported 200,000 articles of warm 
clothes from China at the cost of 
more than US$2million to distrib-
ute to residents, including IDPs, 
in areas which are expected to 
experience extreme cold weather. 
—Thae Naing Oo (Myanmarsar)

Suspected terrorists of recent violent attacks on some villages in 
Maungtaw Discrtict being rounded up by security forces in area 
clearance operations. Photo: MNA
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A Myanmar delegation led by 
Union Minister for Information 
Dr Pe Myint arrived back from 
Paris, France, after attending 
meetings on development of co-
operation in information, com-
munication and media sectors 
between the two countries.

The delegation includes 
Chairman of the Government’s 
Guarantees, Pledges and Un-
dertakings Vetting Committee 
U Thein Swe, MP U Than Soe 

Aung  of Pyithu Hluttaw, Di-
rector-General of the Myanma 
Radio and Television U Myint 
Htwe, Director of the  Informa-
tion and Public Relations Depart-
ment U Myint Kyaw and U Aung 
Shin (Monywa Aung Shin).

They were welcomed at the 
Yangon International Airport by 
officials from the Ministry of In-
formation and French Ambassa-
dor to Myanmar Mr Oliver Rich-
ard.—Myanmar News  Agency

MID-year Gems and Jewellery 
Emporium for 2016 kicked off 
yesterday at Maniyadana Jade 
Hall in Nay Pyi Taw, with a visit 
by Vice President U Henry Van 
Thio.

Before the inspection vis-
it to the emporium, the Vice 
President and Union ministers 
watched the documentary on 
history of Myanmar gems and 
jewellery sales, arrangement for 
the 2016 Gems and Jewellery 
Emporium and display of jade 
stones and gems.

Nearly 6,000 jade lots will be 
exhibited at the mid-year empori-
um from 22nd to 29th November 
while 439 lots of gems will be 
displayed from 20th to 21st No-
vember.

Gems lots with floor price 
from 500 euros to 20,000 euros 
will be sold through an open ten-
der system whereas the items with 
floor price at 20,001 euros and 
above through competitive bid-
ding.

The uncut jade stones with 
floor price set between 4,000 

euros and 200,000 euros and 
finished jade stones with floor 
price set between 1,000 euros 
and 200,000 euros will be sold 
through an open tender system 
whereas the jade stones with floor 
price set 200,001 euros and above 
through competitive bidding.

Nearly 9,000 raw jade lots 
were exhibited at last year’s em-
porium, earning 900 million eu-
ros, whereas nearly 6,000 jade lots 
were displayed at the emporium 
held in June, fetching 520 million 
euros.—Myanmar News Agency

Mid-year Gems and Jewellery 
Emporium-2016 opens

Three explosions occurred at 
Capital Hypermart in Dawbon 
township yesterday evening and 
there was no casuality in the acci-
dent, according to Fire  Services 
Department.

The first blast took place at 
about six pm and the second half 

an hour  later, said Aung Than My-
int, who was at  his shop at the hy-
permat  when the blasts happened.

Following the blasts, inspec-
tors and demining squad of the 
Tatmadaw arrived at the market 
and cleared the  area.—Zarni 
Aung

Sixty more people suspected of 
involvement in the violent attacks 
in Maungtaw township were de-
tained by security forces recently, 
according to the information com-
mittee of the State Counsellor’s 
Office.

In area clearance operations in 
Kyetyoepyin Village by the police 
in Ngakhuya area on November 19 
evening, the suspects were taken 

into custody.
According to the press re-

lease, the suspects were involved 
in the armed attacks on securi-
ty forces during the area clear-
ance operations in Kyetyoepyin, 
Longton and Pyaungpite villages 
on 11 October. During the at-
tacks, five members of the securi-
ty forces were killed.—Myanmar 
News Agency

The Ministry of Social Welfare, 
Relief and Resettlement and the 
Rakhine State Government are 
providing food to the residents of 
the state while security forces are 
tightening security in the area.

Union Minister for Social 
Welfare, Relief and Resettle-
ment Dr Win Myat Aye and 
Rakhine State Chief Minister, 
together with state ministers, 
visited Pantawpyin, Ywathitke, 
TatOoChaung, Gawduthara and 
Oodaung villages in southern 
Maungtaw and provided rice, 
edible oil, salt, pulses, beans and 
dried fish to residents.

Local residents said that they 
did not have any difficulty for food 
and shelter but they were afraid to 
go from one place to another due 
to security situation.

“Schools have already been 
reopened in ethnic villages but I 
have not seen so in other villag-
es,” said Village Administrator 
U Tin Aung of Gawduthera Vil-
lage.

The union minister and party 
proceeded to Maungtaw Town-
ship Hospital and comforted pa-
tients there in the afternoon.

Later, the union minister 
and party visited northern ethnic 
villages in Maungtaw including 

Myanmar delegation arrive 
back from Paris

Three explosions  hit Capital 
Hypermart in Dawbon

Union Minister Dr Pe Myint is welcomed back by officials. Photo: MNA

Vice President U Henry Van Thio and Union ministers visit the mid-year gems and jewellery emporium. Photo: MNA

Sixty more suspects detained in Maungtaw

Police provide security to  Capital Hypermart after explosions.
Photo: Phoe Khwar

Food provided to residents of Maungtaw

Aungzeya, Aungtharya and 
Aungmingala and presented 
food and toys for children in the 
villages.

“We assigned sentry for the 
security of the village. Schools 
have already been reopened but 
there are only a few teachers as 
they have not returned,” said a 
villager from Aungmingala Vil-
lage.

Afterwards, the union 
minister and party went to the 
Headquarters of No 1 Border 
Guard Police Headquarters and 

met with families there before 
presenting snacks and toys for 
children.

“We visited the villages 
where violent attacks broke out 
including four ethnic villages 
and four other villages to pro-
vide food such as rice, edible oil 
and pulses and beans. I noticed 
that all children in villages we 
visited are healthy, quite con-
trary to the rumours that they 
are malnourished,” the union 
minister said.—Myanmar News 
Agency

Residents receive aid from Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and 
Resettlement. Photo: MNA
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Sugar re-export to China over 
the past seven months in this fis-
cal year 2016-2017 earned over 
US$677million when that in the 
similar period of last fiscal year 
got only US$28.007million, ac-
cording to the statistics of the 
Commerce Ministry. 

Sugar is imported mostly 
from sugar producing countries 
like Thailand and India, and My-
anmar re-exported them to Chi-
na because Myanmar sugar mill 
owners produce sugar mainly 

for the local market as Myanmar 
sugar does not look appealing and 
not meet export quality for lack 
of advanced refining machinery. 

The Commerce Ministry 
will also verify and approve the 
proposals concerning the com-
modities which can be re-export-
ed, it is learnt. 

The external trade value 
in this fiscal year is expected to 
reach US$31billion. Therefore, 
concerted efforts are being exert-
ed to meet a target.—Ko Htet

The exchange rate stood at its 
highest point of Ks1,323 per US 
dollar on 19th November, ac-
cording to the black market of 
foreign exchange , after reaching 
a 14-year record high on 18th 
November on global market. 

The dollar price has been on 
the rise for 10 consecutive days 
at the local foreign exchange 
market, with an exchange rate 
of Ks1,293 on 10th November, 
Ks1,299 on 11th November, 
Ks1,302 on 12th and 13th No-
vember, Ks1,306 on 14th and 
15th November, Ks1,310 on 
16th November, Ks1,316 on 
17th November and Ks1,322 
on 18th November. The dollar 
opened at Ks1,321 and closed 
two kyats up on 19th Novem-
ber. 

With a foreign exchange rate 
rising at black market, the Cen-
tral Bank of Myanmar (CBM) 
set the rate at Ks1,292 on 18th 
November, increasing the set ex-
change rates at Ks1,285 per US 
dollar from 27th October to 15th 
November, Ks1,287 on 16th No-
vember and Ks1,290 on 17th No-
vember. 

The reason of rise in US dol-
lar price resulted from the high 
demand in the market when it is 
rare to find the resellers of US 
dollar in the black market, said 

A woman counts US dollars at a money changer in Yangon. Photo: Reuters

US dollar exchange rate hits the highest at Ks1,323

the one engaged in foreign ex-
change market. 

Despite the high exchange 
rate of US dollar, Myanmar cur-
rency appreciates against other 
currencies. A Singapore dollar 
price slumped by six kyats while 
Thai Baht was stable at Ks36 a 
baht from 1st to 19th Novem-
ber. Similarly, Japan yen price 
slumped by Ks55 per 100 yens. 

In addition, China yuan price 
has decreased by two kyats per 
yuan whereas euro, by Ks39 per 
euro, according to the foreign 
exchangers. 

The values of kyat as well 
as other currencies are depreci-
ating against US dollar, result-
ing from an appreciation of US 
dollar in the global market.

The high US dollar price 

affects electronic market, caus-
ing the lower demand. The price 
of electronic tools is positive-
ly related to the dollar price. 
Therefore, the electronic market 
is still cool with a high price. 
Some buyers are waiting for a 
special promotion period at the 
end of the year, with a thought 
they might get them at a cheaper 
price.—Mon Mon

Mitsubishi will offer one to five 
year installment plan for Manda-
lay residents to purchase its 2016 
brand new cars through a link with 
Yoma Bank, said Ko Soe Htut 
Aung, marketing executive from 
Mitsubishi Motors Cars Myanmar 
Limited. 

Mitsubishi Car showroom 
was opened in Mandalay in the 
second week of November to intro-
duce its brand new cars to Manda-
lay people. Mitsubishi decided to 
offer installment plan so that mid-
dle income people afford to buy, he 
added. 

The installment plan will start 
in the last week of November, in-
cluding those 2016 model cars_ 
Pajero Sport, Pajero, ASX, Mirage 
and L200. Those cars will cover 
three year service for mechanical 
problems.

Those who purchase under 
installment plan must have double 
income than the monthly install-
ment payment. Those who want 
to purchase Mitsubishi cars under 
installment plan have to provide 
the copies of National Registration 
Card, Housing Census, recommen-
dations from ward administrative 
office and police office, document 
provided by the job mentioning 
monthly income and two honora-
ble and respectable men to give a 
guarantee. Mitsubishi’s Pajero is 
already popular among local resi-
dents.—200

Twelve tonnes of watermelon 
seeds are required to grow a year, 
for the lack of watermelon seeds 
production, said U Soe Than Min 
Din, the chair of Myanmar Fruit, 
Flower and Vegetable Producers 
Association (MFVP). 

The seeds are illegally import-
ed from China and other countries. 
The illegality has a risk of seed-
borne disease and other damp-
ing-off diseases, it is learnt. 

The pedigree seeds to grow 
watermelon and muskmelon are 
not able to be locally produced yet. 
The seeds illegally flow into My-
anmar mainly from China, U Soe 
Than Min Din added. 

Sometimes, some seeds are 
found to fail to germinate and grow 
properly, rendering the farmers 
difficult. Therefore, a forum was 
reportedly held in Mandalay to de-
velop an awareness of seeds.—200

Twelve tonnes 
of watermelon 
seeds required 
to grow

Mitsubishi to sell 
brand new cars 
in installment

THE Yangon Region govern-
ment plans to house a new ward 
in Hlaingthaya, a new satellite 
town of high population density, 
according to Col Tin Aung Tun, 
Minister for Security and Border 
Affairs. 

Situated in the west of Yan-
gon, Hlaingthaya Township is 
the most developed of the new 
satellite towns founded in the 
1980s. 

To reduce population den-

sity of commercial hub Yangon, 
the country’s largest city with a 
population of nearly six million, 
the government has been imple-
menting the housing projects in 
peri-urban areas.

Both phases II and III of 
Shwelinban affordable housing 
projects in Hlaingthaya Town-
ship will provide around 10,000 
apartments. Tenders have re-
cently been invited by the au-
thorities for Kyansitmin housing 

project with 1,260 units in the 
same township.

Likewise, the government’s 
new Aungchantha project in 
Thanlyin Township will gener-
ate 3,400 apartments. The es-
tablishment of residential hous-
ings is part of the government’s 
scheme for urban development.

The government already 
adopted several housing projects 
with 2,208 low-cost apartments 
in both Hlaingthaya and Dagon 

Seikkan townships. Those flats 
have been sold through install-
ment plan and full settlement 
plan by the region government, 
the Ministry of Construction and 
the Construction and Housing 
Development Bank.

The Ministry of Construc-
tion is also planning to build 
over 8,000 low-cost housing 
units in the next four years. Each 
new apartment will be sold for 
less than Ks10 million.—200

New ward to be added to Yangon’s Hlaingthaya Township

Sugar re-export to China earns over 
US$677million in seven months

A woman prepares sugar-canes to plant in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: AMS
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Japan PM Abe: way to peace treaty with Russia coming into sight
LIMA — Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe said 
on Saturday that a way to 
concluding a peace trea-
ty with Russia is “coming 
into sight,” raising hopes 
for tangible progress on a 
decades-old territorial row 
at bilateral summit meet-
ings set for mid-December 
in Japan.

Abe, who made the 
comment after holding 
talks with Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin on the 
sidelines of the Asia-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) summit, was quick 
to add, however, that pro-
gress will be gradual, and 
not in the form of one big 
leap.

A territorial dispute 
between Tokyo and Mos-
cow over a chain of western 

Pacific islands, seized by 
Soviet troops at the end of 
World War Two, has upset 
diplomatic relations ever 
since, precluding a formal 
peace treaty between the 
two countries.

“For 70 years, we have 
been unable to have a peace 
treaty. This is not exactly a 
simple task,” Abe told re-
porters.

“A way to concluding 
a peace treaty is coming 
into sight... But we must 
make one step at a time. It 
is not easy to take a big step 
ahead.”

Putin met with Abe 
in September in Russia’s 
eastern port city of Vladiv-
ostok and agreed to deepen 
economic ties and work to 
make headway on negotia-
tions for the conclusion of 

Russian President Vladimir Putin (R) and Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe attend a meeting on the sidelines of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in 
Lima, Peru, on 19 November, 2016. Photo: Reuters

a peace treaty ahead of his 
Japan visit in December.

At the outset of their 
Lima meeting, Abe told 
Putin he would like to hold 
a summit on 16 December 
in Tokyo to discuss bilat-
eral economic matters, on 
top of a planned meeting in 
western Japan slated for 15 
December.

Abe is betting his close 
ties with Putin and the lure 
of investment from Japa-
nese companies could set 
the stage for progress in 
the territorial row, at a time 
when the Russian economy 
has been hit hard by slug-
gish oil prices and western 
sanctions imposed after 
Moscow’s annexation of 
Crimea.

Underscoring his de-
sire to strengthen economic 

ties with Russia, Abe earli-
er this year proposed eight 
sectors including medical 
technology and energy for 
cooperation, and gave his 
trade minister Hiroshige 
Seko an additional portfolio 
in charge of economic co-
operation with Moscow.

The Lima meeting last-
ed for 70 minutes, which 
was exceptionally long for 
a bilateral summit on the 
sidelines of an international 
conference, a Japanese gov-
ernment spokesman said.

The two leaders de-
voted half of the time for 
a one-on-one session, with 
only translators present, to 
discuss in depth the terri-
torial issue and other sen-
sitive matters. Abe did not 
disclose the details of their 
discussion.—Reuters

Philippines tries to intercept bandits as more Indonesians snatched at sea
MANILA —  Masked gun-
men kidnapped two Indo-
nesian fishermen in waters 
off eastern Malaysia and 
military units were on alert 
to intercept them as they 
headed towards the south-
ern Philippines, the army 
said on Sunday.

Five men snatched the 
two fishermen late on Satur-
day from a Malaysian-reg-
istered fishing trawler off 
Sabah. The army suspects 
the incident could be the 
work of Abu Sayyaf rebels.

“The gunmen and their 
victims sped off towards 

the southern Philippines,” 
army spokesman, Major Fi-
lemon Tan, told reporters, 
adding ground and naval 
units were trying to inter-
cept the assailants.

Abu Sayyaf operates in 
the Sulu Archipelago close 
to Malaysia and was found-

ed with a separatist agenda, 
pledging allegiance to Is-
lamic State and al-Qaeda.

But it is better known 
for its lucrative acts of 
banditry and piracy that 
have not abated, even as 
Philippine troops step up 
offensives to dismantle the 

network.
President Rodrigo 

Duterte discussed the mar-
itime threat of Abu Sayyaf 
with Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Najib Razak recently, 
agreeing to cooperate to 
stop the kidnapping.

Abu Sayyaf’s tactics 

are brutal, decapitating 
hostages when ransom de-
mands are not met.

They are holding 22 
captives, including a Dutch, 
a German, a South Korean, 
five Malaysians, two In-
donesians, six Vietnamese 
and six Filipinos. —Reuters

China’s Xi presses Philippines, Viet Nam to 
keep South China Sea issues bilateral

Russian President Vladimir Putin (2nd L) and Chinese President Xi Jinping (C) attend a 
meeting of the APEC (Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation) Business Advisory Council 
in Lima, Peru, on 19 November, 2016. Photo:Reuters

BEIJING  —  China’s Pres-
ident Xi Jinping, in separate 
meetings with the leaders 
of the Philippines and Viet-
nam, said disputes over the 
South China Sea should be 
resolved bilaterally, state 
media reported on Sunday.

The comments under-
score Beijing’s opposition 
to involving other coun-
tries or international or-
ganisations in the maritime 
territorial dispute, where 
claimants to the waters also 

include Malaysia, Brunei 
and Taiwan.

Experts say China pre-
fers a ‘divide and conquer’ 
tactic over allowing its op-
ponents to group together.

Beijing has also re-
peatedly blamed the United 
States for stirring up trouble 
in the South China Sea, and 
opposes an arbitration tribu-
nal’s July ruling in favour 
of the Philippines, reject-
ing China’s claims to eco-
nomic rights across large 

swathes of the waters. Dur-
ing a meeting in Peru, Xi 
told Philippines President 
Rodrigo Duterte “to actively 
mull maritime cooperation 
and promote positive inter-
action on the sea,” turning 
the South China Sea into 
“an opportunity for bilateral 
friendly cooperation,” said 
the official Xinhua news 
agency. That sentiment was 
echoed by Duterte, Xinhua 
reported. The Philippines 
president has overseen a 

rapid improvement of pre-
viously frosty relations 
between the two countries 
since taking office in June.

The Philippines “is 
willing to properly address 
maritime issues with China 
through dialogue and con-
sultation,” said Xinhua.

Xi made similar over-
tures to Vietnam President 
Tran Dai Quang while 
attending a summit of 
Asia-Pacific countries in 
Lima. The Chinese presi-
dent said the two countries 
should “solve disputes 
through bilateral consulta-
tions and dialogues, adhere 
to a cooperative path of 
‘shelving differences and 
engaging in joint develop-
ment,’ and properly address 
problems in order to main-
tain regional peace and tran-
quillity,” Xinhua said.

The Chinese news 
agency did not say whether 
Quang also addressed the 
South China Sea.

On Thursday, a US 
think tank reported that Vi-
etnam is extending a run-
way on an island it claims 
in the South China Sea, in 
apparent response to Chi-
na’s building of military 
facilities on artificial islands 
in the region.—Reuters
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Meeting Putin, Philippines’ Duterte rails at Western ‘hypocrisy’

South Korea prosecutors say 
President Park was accomplice 
in corruption scandal

Lima — Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte lashed out at 
Western “bullying” and “hypoc-
risy” during his first meeting with 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Pu-
tin and said when it came to alli-
ances, the United States could not 
be trusted.

In talks with Putin during 
an Asia-Pacific summit in Lima, 
Duterte held nothing back in his 
views about major powers like 
the United States, suggesting he 
is sticking to his guns on re-align-
ing foreign policy away from 
Washington, despite his warm 
words for incoming US presi-
dent, Donald Trump.

“Historically, I have been 
identified with the Western 
world. It was good until it last-
ed,” he told the Russian leader.

“And of late, I see a lot of 
these Western nations bullying 
small nations. And not only that, 
they are into so much hypocrisy,” 
he said, according to a transcript 
of Saturday’s meeting provided 
by his office.

Putin congratulated Duterte 
on his May election win and said 
he had done a lot in a very short 
time to build trust and confidence 
between Russia and the Philip-
pines.

Duterte responded with 
similar words and then chided 
Western powers, particularly the 
United States, for intervening in 
conflicts for their own national 
interest and cajoling others to 

side with them.
Duterte’s overtures to Rus-

sia are similar to those he made 
to China, until recently a bitter 
rival. He is now praising Beijing 
and tapping it for investment in 

a stunning about-face that has 
unnerved a region wary of a Chi-
nese hegemony taking shape in 
Southeast Asia.

The mercurial former mayor 
insists the shift is his pursuit of 

an independent foreign policy, 
but that has come with repeated 
threats and verbal tirades against 
the United States, for decades a 
staunch ally, investor and donor.

Prior to leaving for Peru, 
Duterte said he might follow 
Russia and withdraw from the In-
ternational Criminal Court (ICC) 
because of Western criticism of 
his deadly war on drugs. He said 
if Russia and China decided to 
create a “new order” in the world, 
he would be first to join.

In his talk with Putin, Duterte 
blasted the United States and its 
Western allies for taking the lead 
in wars he said had ultimately 
failed. “They seem to start a war 
but are afraid to go to war. That is 
what’s wrong with America and 
the other,” he said.

“They were waging war in 
so many places, in Vietnam, in 
Afghanistan and in Iraq ... They 
insist if you are allied with them 
that they follow you.”

Duterte has spoken of his 
admiration for Chinese President 
Xi Jinping and also for the lead-
ership of Putin. In an interview 
with Al Jazeera broadcast on 
Thursday, he described Putin as 
sincere, and joked that he had a 
“hillbilly” style.—Reuters

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte attend a meeting on the sidelines of the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit in Lima, Peru, on 19 November, 2016. Photo: Reuters

ately investigate the causes of the 
derailment and promised account-
ability with the “strictest possible 
action,” and compensation for the 
affected passengers. Authorities 
were checking if the air brakes that 
would have prevented the disaster 
had failed, but added they would 
need to look further before con-
cluding the cause of the accident.

The packed train, operated by 
the Indian government, derailed in 
the early hours of Sunday when 
more than 500 passengers were 
sleeping, survivors said.

TV footage showed bad-
ly mangled blue carriages, with 
crowds of people and police on 
top of the wreckage searching for 
survivors. One carriage was almost 
lying on its side, and appeared to 
have been completely torn apart.

Rescue officials with yellow 
helmets were working their way 
through the crowds, carrying vic-
tims from the mangled wreckage 
as teams struggled to remove the 
derailed wagons from the tracks, 
one of the main transportation 
routes for goods and passengers in 
northern India. “Suddenly I could 
feel that the carriage was overturn-
ing. I immediately held the metal 
rod near the bathroom door,” said 
Faizal Khan who was travelling 
with his wife and two children, all 
of whom survived the accident.
Another survivor, Rajdeep Tanwar 
said. “I can see bodies lying near 
the tracks, everyone is in a state of 
shock. There is no water or food 
for us.”—Reuters

NEW DELHI — At least 90 people 
were killed and more than 150 in-
jured when an Indian express train 
derailed in northern Uttar Pradesh 
on Sunday, with the toll set to rise 
amid a desperate scramble to locate 
survivors from the mangled wreck.

Police officials said about 20 
people were still missing as author-
ities were trying to ascertain what 
caused 14 carriages of the train — 
travelling between the northeastern 
city of Patna and the central city of 
Indore — to suddenly roll off the 
tracks in Pukhrayan, 65 kilometres 
south of Kanpur city.

Amid scenes of desperation 
and anguish, survivors were look-
ing for family members and some 
were also trying to enter the dam-
aged carriages to rescue relatives 
and collect belongings, said senior 

railway official Pratap Rai.
“We are using every tactic to 

save lives but it’s very difficult to 
cut the metal carriages,” Rai said 
from the accident site.

With the death toll set to 
rise further, the derailment could 
become India’s worst rail trage-
dy since 2005, when a train was 
crushed by a rock and another 
plunged into a river — each killing 
more than 100 people.

India’s creaking railway sys-
tem is the world’s fourth largest, 
ferrying more than 20 million 
people each day, but it has a poor 
safety record, with thousands of 
people dying in accidents every 
year, including in frequent train de-
railments. Suresh Prabhu, India’s 
Railways Minister, said in a tweet 
the government would immedi-

At least 90 killed as India train derails, 
more than 150 injured

SEOUL — South Korean pros-
ecutors said on Sunday that they 
believed President Park Geun-hye 
was an accomplice in a corruption 
scandal that has rocked her ad-
ministration, in a heavy blow to 
her fight for political survival.

The prosecutors’ comments, 
which came as they indicted a 
close friend of Park’s and two of 
her former aides, are likely to spur 
stronger calls for her to step down 
or be impeached.

Park’s close friend Choi 
Soon-sil and former presidential 
aide An Chong-bum were charged 
with abuse of power by pressuring 
companies to contribute funds to 
foundations at the center of the 
scandal, said Lee Young-ryeol, 
head of the Seoul Central District 
Prosecutors’ Office.

“The special investigation 
team concluded that based on 
the evidence secured to date, the 
president was in complicity with 
Choi Soon-sil, An Chong-bum 
and Jeong Ho-seong to a consid-
erable degree,” Lee told a news 
conference.

Jeong, also one of Park’s for-
mer aides, was indicted for leak-
ing classified information to Choi.

Park’s lawyer Yoo Yeong-ha 
rejected the assertion that she was 
involved, calling it an “imagi-
nation” and saying prosecutors 
“have built a house of fantasy.”

Presidential Blue House 
spokesman Jung Youn-kuk said 
the prosecutors’ announcement 

was “deeply regrettable.”
“The special investigation 

team made a claim as if the presi-
dent has committed a grave crime 
when it announced the result of its 
investigation,” Jung said.

“The announcement is not 
truth at all and but a house of cards 
built on repeated imagination and 
speculation that completely ig-
nores objective evidence.”

Park cannot be indicted be-
cause she has constitutional im-
munity, prosecutor Lee said, but 
added: “We will continue to in-
vestigate the president,” without 
elaborating.

Under the constitution, a sit-
ting president cannot be indicted 
unless on charges of treason, but 
the conclusion by the prosecutors 
that Park was involved in the case 
prompted fresh calls from opposi-
tion parties for her to step down.

The main opposition Demo-
cratic Party and the centrist Peo-
ple’s Party said Park will face 
impeachment proceedings if she 
refuses to resign. But they stopped 
short of saying they would imme-
diately initiate such a move.

Analysts said the prosecu-
tors’ comments about Park’s role 
increased the prospect that she 
would face impeachment.

“It provided a legal basis for 
impeachment proceedings, not 
only her moral and political liabil-
ities,” said Kim Jun-seok, a polit-
ical science professor at Dongguk 
University in Seoul.—Reuters

A view of a derailed train in Kanpur, in India’s northern state of Uttar Pradesh, 
in this still image taken from video on 20 November 2016. Photo: Reuters
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— news in brief

UK’s Hammond pledges to spread wealth, 
but debt ‘eye-wateringly’ high

Seven children killed in rebel shelling of 
Aleppo school — monitor

20 Cambodian garment workers injured as 
their truck turns upside down
PHNOM PENH — A truck transporting garment factory workers 
overturned in southwestern Cambodia’s Kampong Speu province, 
leaving 20 workers injured, a Labor Ministry statement said on Sun-
day.

The latest accident occurred late Saturday afternoon when the 
speedy truck hit a motorcycle in the same direction before turning 
upside down on the roadside.

“Twenty workers got injured, eight in serious conditions,” the 
statement said, adding that the ill-fated workers had been rushed to 
hospitals soon after the crash.

The truck driver had fled the scene.
Transporting factory workers in open trucks to and from facto-

ries is common in this Southeast Asian country. Earlier this month, 
some 26 garment workers were also wounded when their truck over-
turned in southeastern Svay Rieng province.

The country’s 6.5-billion-US dollar garment industry is com-
prised of some 1,000 factories, employing around 750,000 work-
ers.—Xinhua

LONDON — British finance minister Philip Hammond said on 
Sunday he would aim to help struggling families and boost the 
country’s long-term growth prospects when he announces Brit-
ain’s first budget plans since the Brexit vote next week.

But Hammond also told BBC television that levels of public 
debt were “eye-wateringly” high and he would not be announc-
ing a big increase in public spending.

“We’ve got to make sure that the prosperity that comes from 
seizing opportunities ahead is shared across the country and 
across the income distribution,” he said, echoing promises by 
Prime Minister Theresa May to work for “just managing” fam-
ilies.

Hammond told the BBC that the government was keeping 
an open mind about its options for leaving the EU, downplaying 
suggestions from Britain’s foreign minister Boris Johnson that 
the country should leave the EU’s customs union.—Reuters

BEIRUT — Syrian rebel shelling of a school in government-held 
western Aleppo killed at least seven children on Sunday morning, 
the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitoring group re-
ported.

Syrian state television reported that at least 10 people had been 
killed in shelling of government-held parts of Aleppo, including 
children at the Saria Hasoun school in al-Farqan district.—Reuters

Cargo ship being evacuated off England’s 
storm-hit southern coast
LONDON — A cargo ship was being evacuated after it started to 
take on water off the coast of Dover after the biggest storm of the 
season hit southern England, the Coastguard said on Sunday.

Earlier, the port of Dover said ferry movements had been 
temporarily suspended because of the “very high winds”, which 
the Met Office said could reach 70-80 miles per hour in exposed 
coastal locations.

The coastguard could not immediately give any further de-
tails.—Reuters

Queen to invite Trump to Britain for state 
visit — Sunday Times
LONDON — Queen Elizabeth will invite US President-elect 
Donald Trump for a state visit to Britain next year to try to ce-
ment close ties between the two countries, The Sunday Times 
newspaper said.

Citing two ministers and a senior official close to Downing 
Street, the Sunday Times reported that discussions between Brit-
ish officials and Trump’s team would start soon to ensure that a 
date could be agreed for June or July next year.

Britain is keen to reinforce its “special relationship” with the 
United States as the government of Prime Minister Theresa May 
prepares to leave the European Union, a divorce that will shape 
the country’s standing in the world.—Reuters

French in center-right primary to pick 
presidential candidate to face Le Pen
PARIS — Conservative presi-
dential hopefuls in France face 
the judgment of voters in a pri-
mary race on Sunday and the 
victor looks likely to win the 
presidency in next spring’s elec-
tion against a resurgent far-right.

With the French left in dis-
array under the deeply unpopu-
lar President Francois Hollande, 
opinion polls suggest that the 
center-right presidential nom-
inee will meet and defeat the 
National Front’s eurosceptic, 
anti-immigration leader Marine 
Le Pen in a runoff for the Elysee 
palace next year.

Even so, after Britain’s 
shock “Brexit” vote and Donald 
Trump’s surprise US election 
win, the French presidential vote 
is shaping up to be another test 
of strength between weakened 
mainstream parties and rising 
populist forces.

Former prime minister 
Alain Juppe, a moderate con-
servative, had appeared firmly 
on track to win the nomination 
of Les Republicains party. But 
over the past week the contest 
has been transformed into a 
nail-biting three-horse race.

Juppe has lost his lead in 
opinion polls to a last-minute 
surge by another former pre-
mier, Francois Fillon. Latest 
surveys show the two now run-
ning neck-and neck with former 
president Nicolas Sarkozy.

Fillon promises to do away 
with the 35-hour working week, 
cut half a million public sec-
tor jobs and slash the cost of 
government — tough sells in 
a country where proposals for 

market--oriented reform often 
arouse protests.

“I’m tagged with a liberal 
label as one would once, in the 
Middle Ages, paint crosses on 
the doors of lepers,” Fillon told 
a rally in Paris on Friday, draw-
ing laughter.

“But I’m just a pragmatist.” 
For weeks, the bruising cam-
paign battle focused on the duel 
between Juppe and Sarkozy. The 
two men present very different 
policy platforms to counter the 
populist tsunami that threatens 
mainstream parties in Europe.

Against a backdrop of dead-
ly militant attacks on home soil 
and Europe’s migrant crisis, 
Sarkozy, 61, styles himself as 
the voice of France’s “silent ma-
jority”.

He vows to ban the Muslim 
veil from public universities and 
burkinis from beaches and wants 
to renegotiate EU treaties, rein-
ing in the powers of the Europe-
an Commission and reforming 
the Schengen free-travel zone.

At a rally in the southern city 
of Nimes on Friday he warned 
of a France whose “identity and 
unity are threatened”.

“Political Islam is do-
ing battle against our values. 
There’s no room for compro-
mise,” he said, speaking in a 
region that has produced one of 
the far-right’s two National As-
sembly lawmakers.

Juppe, 71, has sought to gal-
vanize the political center-right, 
rejecting the “suicidal” identi-
ty politics of Sarkozy that he 
says will deepen rifts between 
France’s secular state and reli-

gious minorities.
But Juppe has struggled to 

rouse the passions of voters and 
all the momentum was against 
him on the eve of the vote.

“France needs far-reaching 
and radical reforms,” Juppe told 
supporters in the northern city of 
Lille. “But be careful of going 
too far, we must remain credi-
ble.”

An admirer of late Brit-
ish Prime Minister Marga-
ret Thatcher, Fillon headed 
Sarkozy’s conservative govern-
ment between 2007 and 2012. 
He promises cost-cutting on a 
scale to which his rivals do not 
dare commit in a country with 
one of Europe’s highest public 
spending levels.

Much will depend on turn-
out at the 10,228 polling sta-
tions. It is the first center-right 
primary in which anyone who 
pays 2 euros and signs a paper 
of allegiance to the party’s val-
ues can vote.

Juppe needs a high turnout 
beyond core party supporters to 
win. A runoff will be held on 27 
November if, as expected, none 
of the seven candidates wins 
more than 50 percent of the vote.

An Ifop-Fiducial survey 
on Thursday forecast an evenly 
split vote if Juppe and Fillon go 
head-to-head in a second round. 
Fillon would comfortably beat 
Sarkozy, the survey showed.

Should Sarkozy or Fil-
lon emerge as her conserv-
ative opponent, polls and 
analysts suggest, Le Pen’s elec-
toral prospects would improve. 
—Reuters

French politician Francois Fillon, member of the conservative Les Republicains political party, votes in the 
first round of the French centre-right presidential primary election in Paris, France, on 20 November, 2016.
Photo: Reuters
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Write for us

Be careful of nuances of legal, lawful and legitimate

Legality and legitimacy 
are the two words which 
very often confuse the 

readers. In fact, legality is a ques-
tion of action — whether or not 
something that people are doing is 
a violation of either statutory law 
or common law whereas the term 
legitimacy is a question of origin 
or support for an action – wheth-
er or not an authority figure has 
taken their role, for example.

Again, the terms legal and le-
gitimate as adjectives are differ-
ent in that legal is relating to the 
law or to lawyers whereas legiti-
mate is in accordance with the 
law or established legal forms and 
requirements. As a verb, legiti-

mate is to make legitimate, lawful 
or valid; especially to put in the 
position or state of a legitimate 
person before the law, by legal 
means.

It is also interesting to study 
the difference between the terms 
legal and lawful. Legal looks more 
into the letter i.e. form and/or ap-
pearance whereas lawful looks 
more into the spirit i.e. substance 
and/or content. Legal is more ap-
propriate for conformity to posi-
tive rules of law; lawful for accord 
with ethical principle. Legal im-
ports rather that the forms and/or 
appearances of law are observed, 
that the proceeding is correct in 
method, that rules prescribed 

have been obeyed; lawful that the 
right is actual in substance, that 
moral quality is secured. Legal is 
the antithesis of equitable, and the 
equivalent of constructive. And 
the term legitimate is, according 
to the law and in accordance with 
the law’s reasoning. (Doll)

When it comes to the legality 
in a humanitarian intervention, 
it involves international laws in-
clusive of the law on the use of 
force and the treaties such as 
1948 United Nations Conventions 
on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide 
and International laws on human 
rights and the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights 1948 etc. 

Thus, for a humanitarian inter-
vention to be legal, the require-
ment of the UN Charter to re-
spect others’ national sovereignty 
must be fulfilled. Then only, will 
the legitimate concerns of the in-
ternational community and 
states to prevent genocide be le-
gal but this obligation does not 
entail a legal right to use military 
forces (The United Nations, 
2016).

It is, therefore, recommend-
ed to be careful of the nuances of 
the terms legal, lawful, legitimate 
and morally obliging in order 
that they are not misunderstood 
with evil consequences not taking 
place.

Khin Maung Aye

Hope  the COP22  Would be a Success
Khin Maung Myint

The Conference of the Parties 
to the United Nations 
Framework Convention for 

Climate Change (COP22) is con-
vening in Bab Ighli, Marrakesh, 
Morocco from 7 to 18 November. 
During the COP21, convened from 
the 30 November to 12 December 
2015 in Paris, a consensus was 
reached on three agreements aimed 
at mitigating the impact of the cli-
mate change, by reining the tem-
perature rises caused by the green-
house gases. The threshold for 
entry into force of the Paris Agree-
ment was set at 55 countries out of 
the 192 signatories accounting for 
55% of the world's greenhouse gas 
emissions.

By 5 October 2016, that 
threshold was achieved. While 
waiting for 30 days required for 
the agreement to take effect, the 
number of ratifiers reached 92 ac-
counting for 65•82% of the world's 
greenhouse gas emissions. On 4 
November it was officially de-
clared effective. That accomplish-
ment paved the way for the COP22 
to get underway. Hopefully, the 
deliberations there would bear 
fruits that would benefit the world 
and the humankind.

I think we should review, very 
briefly, the agreements reached at 
COP21 or the Paris Agreement, so 
as to appreciate what the COP22 is 
trying to achieve. Of the three 
agreements that had come into ef-
fect, the most important is to hold 
the temperature rise at 2°Celsius 
and eventually bring it down to 
1•5°Celsius above the pre-indus-
trial levels. The second agreement 
is to increase the adaptability to the 
adverse impact of the climate 
change and foster climate resil-
ience and low greenhouse gas 
emission developments in a man-

ner that does not threaten food pro-
duction. The third and last, but not 
least, is to make money flows con-
sistent with a pathway towards low 
greenhouse gas emissions and cli-
mate-resilient development.

The Paris Agreement is the 
most comprehensive one and is 
proving to be effective. It is accel-
erating the transition to zero car-
bon economy that is already under-
way. People around the world are 
taking action to install solar and 
wind solutions that constitute the 
green energy, blocking the coal 
and oil infrastructures and meas-
ures are being taken to protect the 
forests. Such actions will definitely 
reduce the greenhouse gas emis-
sions significantly.

These activities are testimo-
nies of the peoples' desire for a dif-
ferent future and are taking the re-
sponsibility to create it themselves. 
Their endeavours would contribute 
much to the reduction of the green-
house gases and help greatly in 
fighting the climate change and put 
a hold on the temperature rise. 

So, what will be the main task 
of the present COP22 in Mar-
rakesh? If the COP21 convened in 
Paris is about creating the frame-
work for addressing climate 
change, the COP22 is about decid-
ing on the rules so that the goals set 
at Paris are not only achieved but 
overachieved. With all the policies 
and financing in place to ensure 
that action occurs and no country is 
left behind.

In my previous article on the 
subject of the climate change, ti-
tled " A Glimmer of Hope for the 
Planet Earth", (4/11/2016, GNLM) 
, I had been optimistic as to what 
the outcome of these climate con-
ferences would be. However, like 
many people around the world, I'm 
starting to doubt the success of 
these endeavours to hold the rising 
temperatures at 2° Celsius and 

eventually bring it down to 1•5° 
Celsius above the pre-industrual 
levels. 

At the time of writing that ar-
ticle, I was greatly encouraged by 
the news that the large greenhouse 
gas emitting nations -- China, 
USA and India had ratified the 
agreements. They had pledged 
large amounts of Nationally De-
termined Contributions ( NDC ) 
each. Their combined total ac-
counted for 42•08 % of the world's 
overall greenhouse gas emissions . 
The latest figures are even more 
encouraging. The number of coun-
tries that had ratified, now stand at 
109 accounting for 76% of the 
world's greenhouse gas emissions 
and more are expected to join in. 
Myanmar has yet to ratify it. 

However, I'm now becoming 
a bit skeptical as to whether it 
would be able to achieve the goals 
set at COP21. So, what changed 
my opinion? Many climate change 
advocates around the world are 

expressing their concerns and anx-
iety as to whether the results of the 
presidential elections in the United 
States of America would change 
the situations. They are concerned 
that the President-elect might not 
follow up on the pledges made by 
the previous administration. 

Though I'm not interested in 
the politics of any country, includ-
ing my own, I had followed the 
US presidential elections closely, 
to keep myself abreast with the 
current developments. In doing so, 
I was shocked to learn that the 
President-elect thought that the ne-
cessity to control the climate 
change is a hoax and is seeking a 
quickest way to withdraw from the 
Paris Agreement. Thus, I share the 
feelings of those who are con-
cerned about the future of the con-
trol of the climate change and 
hence the future of the world.

However, observing the post 
election attitudes and behaviours 
of the President-elect, from the 

media reports, I don't think he is as 
imprudent as he seems or as the 
people portray him to be, after all. 
Signs of relenting in his harsh 
stances taken during the election 
campaigns are quite visible now. 
Hope he would not be too commit-
ted to his idea of withdrawing 
from the Paris Agreements.

Here, I would like to borrow a 
few lines from the COP22 news 
bulletin issued on the 7 November. 
It urged the delegates in Mar-
rakesh "to stay true to the spirit 
and words of Paris and ensure the 
rules reflect that spirit as well. In 
other words, they have ratified it, 
now they have to act on it". I 
would also like to pitch in my own 
suggestion to them. The whole 
world is relying on you and watch-
ing closely with great expectations 
that your endeavours would spare 
us from the ravages of the climate 
change and create a safe future for 
us. I sincerely hope that the COP22 
will be a success.
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Fed up with EU, Erdogan says Turkey could join Shanghai 
the way back from a visit to 
Pakistan and Uzbekistan.

“Why shouldn’t Turkey 
be in the Shanghai Five? I 
said this to (Russian Presi-
dent) Mr Putin, to (Kazakh 
President) Nazarbayev, to 
those who are in the Shang-
hai Five now,” he said.

“I hope that if there is a 
positive development there, 
I think if Turkey were to join 
the Shanghai Five, it will 
enable it to act with much 
greater ease.”

China, Russia and four 
Central Asian nations —
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 

— formed the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) in 2001 as a regional 
security bloc to fight threats 
posed by radical Islam and 
drug trafficking from neigh-
bouring Afghanistan.

Turkish membership of 
the SCO, which had initially 
not included Uzbekistan and 
been known as the Shang-
hai Five, would be likely to 
alarm Western allies and fel-
low NATO members.

Kazakhstan, Kyr-
gyzstan and Uzbekistan 
speak Turkic languages, and 
Ankara signed up in 2013 as 
a “dialogue partner” saying 

it shared “the same destiny” 
as members of the bloc.

Mongolia, India, Iran, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
are SCO observers, while 
Belarus, like Turkey, is a di-
alogue partner.

Dialogue partners are 
entitled to take part in min-
isterial-level and some other 
meetings of the SCO, but do 
not have voting rights.
Erdogan last week urged 
Turks to be patient until the 
end of the year over relations 
with Europe and said a ref-
erendum could be held on 
EU membership in 2017.—
ReutersTurkey’s President Tayyip Erdogan. Photo: Reuters

ISTANBUL — President 
Tayyip Erdogan was quot-
ed on Sunday as saying that 
Turkey did not need to join 
the European Union “at all 
costs” and could instead be-
come part of a security bloc 
dominated by China, Russia 
and Central Asian nations.

NATO member Tur-
key’s prospects of joining 
the EU look more remote 
than ever after 11 years 
of negotiations. European 
leaders have been critical 
of its record on democratic 
freedoms, while Ankara has 
grown increasingly exasper-
ated by what it sees as West-

ern condescension.
“Turkey must feel at 

ease. It mustn’t say ‘for me 
it’s the European Union at 

all costs’. That’s my view,” 
Erdogan was quoted by the 
Hurriyet newspaper as tell-
ing reporters on his plane on 

BEIRUT — A barrel 
bomb killed a family of 
six in rebel-held eastern 
Aleppo early on Sunday, 
a war monitor, a rebel and 
two medics said, while re-
bel shelling killed seven 
children at a school in the 
government-held sector, 
state television reported.

The medics said the 
al-Baytounji family had 
suffocated to death be-
cause the barrel bomb, 
which fell in the Sakhour 
district at about mid-
night, had been laced with 
chlorine gas. The Syri-
an Observatory for Hu-
man Rights, which mon-
itors the war, could not  
confirm that chlorine gas 
was used.

Rebel shelling killed 
at least seven children 
among 10 deaths in the 
Saria Hasoun school in 
al-Farqan district, Syrian 
state television and the 
Observatory reported.

Hundreds of people 
have been killed since 

Tuesday in one of the 
heaviest bombardments 
of the country’s civil war, 
now in its sixth year, as 
the government and its 
allies attempt to quash 
resistance in Aleppo’s re-
bel-held eastern zone.

Syria’s military and 
Russia’s air force had ob-
served a unilateral pause 
in the bombardment of 
eastern Aleppo, except 
for on the frontlines, after 
a month-long offensive 
from late September to 
late October, but recom-
menced strikes on Tues-
day.

An inquiry by the 
United Nations and the 
Organisation for the Prohi-
bition of Chemical Weap-
ons has found that Syrian 
government forces have 
used chlorine gas in barrel 
bombs at least three times 
during the war, though 
Damascus denies it.

Syria also denies us-
ing barrel bombs — im-
provised ordnance made 

by oil drums filled with 
high explosive and shrap-
nel and dropped from 
helicopters. Their use has 
been condemned by the 
United Nations for caus-
ing unnecessary suffering.

Staffan De Mistura, 
the envoy of the United 
Nations secretary general, 
arrived in Damascus for 
talks with Syrian Foreign 
Ministry officials on Sun-
day with Aleppo on the 
agenda.

Air strikes continued 
to hit several districts of 
eastern Aleppo early on 
Sunday, the Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights, 
a Britain-based war mon-
itor said, after at least 
54 people were killed in 
bombing on Saturday.

The two medics 
identified the family in a 
film distributed online. It 
showed the corpses of its 
four children stretched out 
on a floor, their lips blue 
and dark marks around 
their open eyes.—Reuters

An injured man searches for his relative under the rubble of a site hit by an airstrike at an 
industrial area of rebel-held Idlib city, Syria on 20 November, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Syrian family of six among 
dozens killed in Aleppo attacks
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Facebook’s Zuckerberg discloses 
steps to fight fake news

Facebook founder Mark Zucker-
berg waves to the audience during 
a meeting of the APEC (Asia-Pa-
cific Economic Cooperation) 
Ceo Summit in Lima, Peru, on 19 
November, 2016.Photo: Reuters

Lima  — Facebook Inc, facing 
withering criticism for failing to 
stem a flood of phony news articles 
in the run-up to the US presidential 
election, is taking a series of steps 
to weed out hoaxes and other types 
of false information, chief exec-
utive Mark Zuckerberg said in a 
Facebook post Friday evening.

Facebook has long insisted 
that it is a technology company and 
not a publisher, and rejects the idea 
that it should be held responsible 
for the content that its users circu-
late on the platform. Just after the 
election, Zuckerberg said the no-
tion that fake or misleading news 
on Facebook had helped swing the 
election to Donald Trump was a 
“crazy idea.”

Zuckerberg then said last Sat-
urday that more than 99 per cent of 
what people see on Facebook is au-
thentic, calling “only a very small 
amount” fake news and hoaxes.

But in his Friday posting 
Zuckerberg struck a decidedly dif-
ferent tone. He said Facebook has 
been working on the issue of mis-
information for a long time, calling 
the problem complex both techni-
cally and philosophically.

“While the percentage of mis-
information is relatively small, we 
have much more work ahead on 
our roadmap,” Zuckerberg said.

He outlined a series of steps 
that were already underway, in-
cluding greater use of automation 
to “detect what people will flag as 
false before they do it themselves.”

China says terrorism, fake news 
impel greater global internet curbs
WUZHEN (China) — China’s 
ambitions to tighten up regulation 
of the Internet have found a sec-
ond wind in old fears — terrorism 
and fake news.

Chinese officials and busi-
ness leaders speaking at the third 
World Internet Conference held 
in Wuzhen last week called for 
more rigid cyber governance, 
pointing to the ability of militants 
to organize online and the spread 
of false news items during the re-
cent US election as signs cyber-
space had become dangerous and 
unwieldy.

Ren Xianling, the vice min-
ister of China’s top internet au-
thority, said on Thursday that the 
process was akin to “installing 

People pose for pictures during the third annual World Internet 
Conference in Wuzhen town of Jiaxing, Zhejiang province, China, on 
16 November, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Asian export nations wary 
dollar boost gives Trump 
pretext to beat them
TOKYO/SEOUL —  Asian cur-
rency policymakers are worried 
that the strengthening of the dol-
lar on expectations of US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump’s fiscal 
policies could be used by his ad-
ministration as a stick to beat them 
with on trade protectionist grounds.

China, Japan, South Korea 
and Taiwan are already on the US 
Treasury’s monitoring list, along 
with Germany and Switzerland, 
having met some of the conditions 
to be labeled a currency manipula-
tor, and are wary of the criteria be-
ing changed to make it easier.

The dollar’s post-election 
surge, which has taken it to eight-
year highs against China’s yuan 
and 5-1/2 month highs against Ja-
pan’s yen this week, has been driv-
en by views that Trump’s spending 
and tax plans will lead to higher 
interest rates.

“Weaker currencies will give 
an excuse for Trump to blame 
Asian countries, particularly Chi-
na, for manipulating exchange 
rates,” a Japanese official with 
knowledge of currency policy told 
Reuters. Asia’s trade surpluses 

with the United States were firmly 
in Trump’s sights during the elec-
tion campaign. US government 
data shows China ran a surplus last 
year of $366 billion, while Japan 
had a surplus of $69 billion, South 
Korea $28 billion, and Taiwan $15 
billion.

Trump said he would label 
China a currency manipulator on 
his first day in office, allowing him 
to slap 45 percent across-the-board 
tariffs on its exports, and accused 
other Asian nations of unfair trade 
practices.

“A major shift toward trade 
protectionism in the US could 
have a significant impact on Asian 
economies,” Fitch Ratings said in 
a report.

“Disruption to trade between 
China and the US would have 
ramifications for the region,” Fitch 
said, adding they expected the new 
administration would pursue incre-
mental measures, such as raising 
more trade dispute cases at the 
World Trade Organization.

The US Treasury currently 
monitors three conditions to de-
clare a country a currency manip-

Containers are stacked up at PSA’s Tanjong Pagar container terminal in Singapore on 24 July, 2015.  
Photo:  Reuters

ulator; running a significant trade 
surplus; running a material current 
account surplus; and persistent 
one-sided foreign exchange inter-
vention. 

The surplus levels and degree 
of intervention that trigger those 
conditions could be changed, how-
ever, making it easier to fall foul of 
the “manipulator” label.

“With Republicans in control 
of Congress, we think a Trump ad-
ministration would secure passage 
of legislation relaxing the criteria,” 

ING chief Asia economist Tim 
Condon said in a report.

South Korea is already bracing 
for tougher scrutiny under Trump 
and is anxious not to be tripped up 
by any such rule changes.

“We’re paying close attention 
to make sure (South Korea) is not 
added to the list of ‘enhanced anal-
ysis’ or ‘currency manipulators’, 
even if the rules are strengthened,” 
a South Korean foreign exchange 
official told Reuters.

Japanese Prime Minister Shin-

zo Abe on Thursday became the 
first foreign leader to meet with 
Trump since the election. Abe 
was seeking clarity on a range of 
campaign statements by the presi-
dent-elect, but would not disclose 
specifics of the conversation.

China has warned Trump 
about putting up trade barriers, 
with President Xi Jinping telling 
him on Monday that cooperation 
was “the only choice” for relations 
between the world’s two largest 
economies.—Reuters

brakes on a car before driving on 
the road”.

Ren, number two at the Cy-
berspace Administration of China 
(CAC), recommended using iden-
tification systems for netizens who 
post fake news and rumors, so they 
could “reward and punish” them.

The comments come as US 
social networks Facebook Inc and 
Twitter Inc face a backlash over 
their role in the spread of false and 
malicious information generated 
by users, which some say helped 
sway the US presidential election 
in favor of Republican candidate 
Donald Trump.

Over the last year, China has 
formalized a series of internet 
controls, including a controversial 

cybersecurity law passed earlier 
this month, rules that overseas 
business groups say could block 
foreign firms from the market.

Some fear such controls 
could, however, hinder the growth 
and innovation that is boosting 
Chinese influence in global tech.

The Wuzhen conference, 
held annually in the picturesque 
town outside Shanghai, gave a 
glimpse of China’s tougher new 
stance; in past years attendees 
were given unfettered access to 
websites normally blocked by 
China’s ‘Great Firewall’, includ-
ing Google and Facebook, but not 
this year.

President Xi Jinping ad-
dressed the conference in a short 
video speech on Wednesday, re-
peating calls to respect “cyber 
sovereignty” — the imposition of 
government controls over cyber-
space within China’s borders.

Cyber sovereignty is seen as 
a direct challenge to the US-led 
view, which encourages non-gov-
ernment stakeholders to take the 
lead in governing specific internet 
industries.

“The value of the internet 
comes from its flexibility,” said 
Jared Ragland, senior director of 
policy for the Asia-Pacific region 
at software lobbyist group BSA.

“We don’t think it would be 
helpful to start treating it like a 
public utility that can be walled 
off behind borders.”—Reuters

He also said Facebook would 
make it easier to report false con-
tent, work with third-party verifi-
cation organizations and journal-
ists on fact-checking efforts, and 
explore posting warning labels on 
content that has been flagged as 
false. The company will also try to 
prevent fake-news providers from 
making money through its adver-
tising system, as it had previously 
announced.

Zuckerberg said Facebook 
must be careful not to discourage 
sharing of opinions or mistakenly 
restricting accurate content. “We 
do not want to be arbiters of truth 
ourselves, but instead rely on our 
community and trusted third par-
ties,” he said.—Reuters
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Obama tells Latin America and world: give Trump time, don’t assume worst
LIMA — US President Ba-
rack Obama did in Latin 
America what he tried to do 
in Europe: tell worried cit-
izens not to draw negative 
conclusions about the man 
he once called unfit to serve 
in the White House, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump.

In the last stop of 
an international farewell 
tour that included visits to 
Greece and Germany, Oba-
ma continued his efforts 
to calm anxieties since 
Republican businessman 
Trump beat Democratic ri-
val and former Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton in the 
US presidential race.

“My main message 
to you ... and the mes-
sage I delivered in Europe 
is don’t just assume the 
worst,” Obama told a group 
of young people during a 
question-and-answer ses-
sion in Peru on Saturday.

“Wait until the admin-
istration is in place, it’s 
actually putting its policies 
together, and then you can 
make your judgments as to 
whether or not it’s consist-
ent with the international 

community’s interest in 
living in peace and pros-
perity together.”

Trump won the elec-
tion after promising to 
build a wall on the US 
border with Mexico, rip up 
trade deals and ban Mus-
lims temporarily from en-
tering the United States.

Obama has sought to 
soothe fears by pledging 
to ensure a smooth tran-
sition of power and ex-
pressing optimism that the 
president-elect would shift 
away from inflammatory 
campaign rhetoric once he 
faced the realities of the 
job.

“It will be important 
for everybody around the 
world to not make imme-
diate judgments but give 
this new president-elect a 
chance to put their team 
together, to examine the 
issues, to determine what 
their policies will be, be-
cause as I’ve always said, 

how you campaign isn’t al-
ways the same as how you 
govern,” Obama said.

But Obama has 
couched his assurances 
largely in hopeful language 
that Trump’s team would 
see the merits of policies 
that Democrats cham-
pioned despite Trump’s 
pledged to dismantle them, 
from the Iran nuclear deal 
to an international pact to 
fight climate change.

And the president, 
who campaigned vigorous-
ly for Clinton and showed 
visible disdain for Trump 
before his victory, has off-
set his words of reassur-
ance with subtle digs at his 
successor by emphasizing 
themes of democratic val-
ues in Europe and Peru that 
Trump has been criticized 
for ignoring.

“You’re seeing some 
countries that are going 
backwards rather than for-
wards in terms of freedom 
of the press, in terms of 
freedom of the Internet, in 
terms of respecting polit-
ical opposition and civil 
society,” Obama said on 

Saturday.
Trump barred some 

news organizations from 
covering events during his 
campaign and threatened 
during a televised debate to 
jail Clinton for her use of a 
private email server while 
secretary of state.

Though Obama came 
on his trip able to assure 
European countries that 
Trump would respect US 
commitments to NATO, 
his other assurances, in-
cluding for Latin American 
policy, seemed based more 
on optimism than knowl-
edge of Trump’s plans.

“With respect to Latin 
America, I don’t anticipate 
major changes in policy 
from the new administra-
tion,” he said, citing trade 
as a key exception.

Trump announced 
hawkish picks for attorney 
general, national security 
adviser, and CIA director 
on Friday that suggest he 
is setting up his adminis-
tration to take a hard line 
confronting Islamist mil-
itancy and curbing illegal 
immigration.—Reuters

US President Barack Obama addresses the audience at a town hall meeting with young 
leaders at the Pontifical Catholic University of Peru in Lima on 19 November, 2016. 
Photo: Reuters

Suspect in Australian bank fire identified 
as asylum seeker
SYDNEY — A man sus-
pected of starting a fire in 
an Australian bank on Fri-
day that injured 27 people 
has been identified as an 
asylum seeker, anger-
ing far-right groups and 
adding to an increasing-
ly heated national debate 
over immigration.

Six people were 
taken to hospital in crit-
ical condition after the 
21-year-old suspect 
walked into a Melbourne 
branch of Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia and 
lit an accelerant, setting 
himself and the office on 
fire, Victoria Police said, 
adding the man was also 
in serious condition.

Far-right anti-Mus-
lim groups have seized on 
the arson attack to call for 
a ban on refugees entering 
the country. They rallied 
in the city on Sunday to 
celebrate Republic Don-

ald Trump’s US presiden-
tial election victory.

Political debate around 
Australia’s hardline asy-
lum seeker policy has been 
heated recently. 

Asylum seekers who 
arrive in Australian waters 
by boat are intercepted and 
sent to detention centres 
in Manus Island in Papua 

New Guinea and Nauru in 
the South Pacific.

The detention camps 
have been heavily crit-
icised by human rights 
groups over allegations of 
systemic abuses of the de-
tainees and incidents of self 
harm.

Victoria’s state Pre-
mier Daniel Andrews said 

Emergency service workers are seen at a branch of the 
Commonwealth Bank after a fire injured customers in Mel-
bourne, Australia on 18 November, 2016. Photo: Reuters

on Sunday there was no po-
litical motivation involved 
in the attack on the bank.

“It is not a commen-
tary, and it oughtn’t to be 
used as a political weap-
on by anybody who finds 
fault with any of the poli-
cy settings we have at the  
moment,” The Age news-
paper quoted Andrews as 
saying.

Habib Habib, from the 
Australian Burmese Ro-
hingya Organization, said 
the man alleged to have 
carried out the attack was 
a Rohingya asylum seeker.

The man, who had 
spent time at an immigra-
tion detention on Christ-
mas Island, was suffering 
mental and financial prob-
lems, he said. 

A federal govern-
ment source confirmed to 
Reuters the man arrived 
in Australia by boat in 
2013.—Reuters

SOUTH CAROLINA — 
An Atlanta man shot and 
killed his brother while 
on a hunting trip in South 
Carolina after mistaking 
him for an animal, media 
reported.

Brian Pickle, 30, and 
his brother Scott Pickle, 
also from Atlanta, were 

with their father in a heav-
ily wooded area, according 
to the Atlanta Journal Con-
stitution said. Scott’s age 
was not given.

Union County Sher-
iff David Taylor told the 
newspaper the incident 
happened shortly before 
dusk on Saturday and that 

Scott Pickle had been ea-
ger to hunt before nightfall.

Mistaking his brother 
for a small deer or coyote, 
Scott took aim and fired, 
striking Brian in the head, 
the newspaper quoted the 
sheriff as saying.

“We see these types of 
accidents all too frequent-

ly,” Taylor said.
The Union County 

Sheriff’s Office and the 
South Carolina Department 
of Natural Resources are 
investigating the incident, 
media reports said. Neither 
immediately responded to 
Reuters’ request for com-
ment.—Reuters

Atlanta hunter mistakes brother for animal, fatally shoots him
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From a Successful City to a Smart Nation

PSA’s Pasir Panjang Terminal 5 (PPT5) control centre in Singapore, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Singapore — Have you ever 
waited for what feels like hours for 
a taxi? Or spent a lot of time wor-
rying about elderly relatives who 
live alone? Or budgeted for your 
household utilities with little more 
than an educated guess?

These may seem like unrelat-
ed issues, but they are just some of 
the common problems that people 
face daily. In Singapore, however, 
there is a drive to find solutions to 
these pressing issues, and many 
more, by harnessing data, technol-
ogy and networks. For example, 
with intelligent transport systems 
that manage traffic conditions and 
traffic flow, long taxi queues and 
rush-hour congestion could be-
come a thing of the past. What’s 
more, smart home technologies 
can keep residents updated on us-
age of household utilities, or reas-
sure senior citizens that relatives 
and healthcare workers will be 
alerted if they are ever in distress.
Introducing the Smart Nation

“I’ll give you three reasons 
[why Singapore is well suited for 
becoming a Smart Nation]. Firstly, 
because our ethos in our society 
is rational, technological and for-
ward-looking. Secondly, because 
we have a population which is 
IT-savvy and understands technol-
ogy. Thirdly, this is a highly con-
nected and wired-up island.” Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong.

Smart Nation, a coun-
try-wide initiative, was intro-
duced by Singapore Prime Minis-
ter Lee Hsien Loong in 2014. The 
project aims to build a modern 
city, where technological advanc-
es can complement and enhance 
the everyday lives of its inhabit-
ants. Innovations in the areas of 
transport and congestion-easing, 
business, smart housing and aca-
demic research are already ongo-
ing, with many other ideas in the 
pipeline.

Propelling the Smart Nation 
plan from a vision to reality within 
the next ten years is highly ambi-
tious, but those spearheading the 
initiative are confident this can be 
achieved. A move to develop smart 
cities is gaining pace throughout 
the world, as similar initiatives are 
being rolled out in developed met-
ropolitan cities, such as: London, 
Seoul, Ontario and Taipei. Even 
developing countries like China 
and India are looking to invest in 
tech-geared cities as they move 
towards a smarter future. All these 
countries face many differing chal-
lenges. Singapore, however, has an 
advantage as it has inherited and 
nurtured some unique character-
istics. These give it a strong foun-
dation on which to build a Smart 
Nation.
Staying ahead of the curve

“Singapore will be the ideal 
test bed for proof of concept and 
prototype solutions for the exis-
tential future challenges […] The 
key is not technology but to create 
opportunities for people to inter-
act, build communities and have a 
higher quality of life.” Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Vivian Balakrishnan, 

Minister-in-charge of the Smart 
Nation Initiative

Since becoming an independ-
ent nation just over 50 years ago, 
Singapore has transformed as an 
economic powerhouse and main-
tained a highly influential position 
in the Asia-Pacific region. The 
small size of the city-state - where 
the 719 square kilometre country 
exists in a compact, but heavily ur-
banised area - makes major chang-
es to its infrastructure easier to 
implement. Instead of seeing trans-
formation confined to a specific 
region or municipality, as would 
be the case in other nations, Sin-
gaporean Smart Nation initiatives 
can easily be rolled out across the 
entire country.

Singaporean society has be-
come incredibly tech-savvy and 
proficient. Since 2014, 88% of 
households in Singapore have in-
ternet access, and mobile penetra-
tion rate currently stands at 150%. 
With technology being such an 
integral part of Singaporean’s dai-
ly life, the possibilities of how it 
can evolve in the coming years are 
staggering.

“In Singapore, we intend 
to get ahead of the curve,” said 
Foreign Affairs Minister Vivian 
Balakrishnan, who is also Minis-
ter-in-charge of the Smart Nation 
Initiative, “We will invest in hav-
ing the best cutting edge digital 
infrastructure. We will enhance 
the skills and capabilities of our 
people through education and 
SkillsFuture, so that we can harvest 
the bountiful opportunities of the 
future. We will support research 
and development of new platform 
technologies through our research 
institutes, universities, polytech-
nic and ITE. Singapore will be the 
ideal test bed for proof of concept 
and prototype solutions for the ex-
istential future challenges […] The 
key is not technology but to create 
opportunities for people to inter-
act, build communities and have a 
higher quality of life.”

Speaking at Singapore’s 

World Cities Summit in July 2016, 
Minister Balakrishnan said the 
government would need to change 
the way it operates and interacts 
with the nation’s people, and high-
lighted five fundamental points 
for smart-future development: 
openness to experimentation, open 
standards, open source, open data 
and open society. “We are taking 
full advantage that we are a city-
state with a single layer govern-
ment,” he said. Open data sources, 
such as data.gov.sg and LTA Da-
taMall, have been developed as a 
means to encourage co-creation 
and the exchange of ideas between 
the government and the public.
Incubating a Smart Nation

The government has begun 
setting aside resources for the 
Smart Nation drive in academia, 
research and development. With 
that in mind, early estimates 
show that there will be a crucial 
need for manpower to fill the var-
ious roles generated by the plan. 
Singapore is nurturing interest in 
technology amongst its young, to 
ensure its students have employ-
able skills, and to help its work-
force build up particular expertise 
needed in a highly competitive 
job market.

The National University of 
Singapore (NUS), ranked within 
the world’s top 50 universities in 
2015, has announced that its re-
searchers are looking into three 
specific Smart Nation areas: “big 
data from different sectors, opti-
mising results obtained from this 
analysis, and safeguarding cyber 
security.” Numerous other pro-
grammes that allow higher educa-
tion students and staff to take the 
time to brainstorm, research and 
create prototypes for Smart Nation 
projects, are already underway. At 
the same time, the initiative is also 
influencing early-stage education, 
with programmes such as Play-
Maker. This helps pre-schoolers 
develop creativity, problem-solv-
ing and sequencing skills through 
the use of age and development-ap-

propriate toys and resources that do 
not require screen time.

Business inevitably plays a 
large part in any future develop-
ment plans. The Singapore govern-
ment has spared no expense in nur-
turing a technologically advanced 
and entrepreneurial climate, and 
there has been a steady increase in 
start-up companies basing them-
selves in Singapore. With one of 
the busiest ports in the world, Sin-
gapore has long been established 
as an international trading post. 
What’s more, the nation’s central 
business district is home to vari-
ous multinational companies that 
appreciate the country’s interest in 
business development.
Easing the burden on infrastruc-
ture and housing

Of course, for all nations, suc-
cess comes with certain caveats. 
For instance, a growing population 
can lead to a strain on public trans-
port. Singapore is no exception and 
is developing new technologies 
to ease the burden on its transport 
system and infrastructure. With 
the very latest sensor and data pro-
cessing advances, Singapore can 
improve its traffic management 
system and deliver real-time in-
formation to people who travel 
around. Smartphone applications, 
such as SG Nextbus, use open data 
to help commuters keep tabs on bus 
arrival times so they don’t have to 
wait. Self-driving vehicles are also 
a major focus for the future, and 
the government has already opened 
more than six kilometres of public 
roads in Singapore for test-driving 
prototypes.

Another Smart Nation initia-
tive is bringing smart technology 
right into Singaporeans’ every-
day life and into their homes. The 
Housing & Development Board 
(HDB) (Singapore’s public hous-
ing authority) provides homes to 
more than 80 % of the country’s 
population. As a master planner 
and the largest developer in Singa-
pore, HDB continually seeks out 
innovative ideas to ensure public 

housing keeps up with evolving 
needs. In recent years, HDB has 
begun to bring smart technologies 
into public housing estates to create 
a more liveable, efficient, sustain-
able and safe living environment 
for residents. In 2015, it launched 
its first smart-enabled new homes 
for sale. HDB has also brought 
smart initiatives to older public 
housing estates, test-running them 
at Yuhua, which is located in the 
western region of Singapore. Un-
der the trial, various smart devices 
that aim to make daily living easier 
have been made available to resi-
dents. For example, with the utili-
ties management system, residents 
can track their electricity and water 
usage through mobile applications. 
The elderly monitoring system al-
lows family members and caregiv-
ers to monitor the well-being of 
the elderly when they are alone at 
home.
Protecting the environment

As the world starts to feel the 
heat from global warming, Singa-
pore has also taken steps to man-
age energy usage more intelligent-
ly. Policies put in place in Seoul, 
South Korea, have shown that gov-
ernments can use technology to cut 
the amount of energy consumed, 
and lower the amount of emissions 
of a built-up modern city. Singa-
pore, too, has adopted new tech-
nologies in the planning and design 
of its city, in a bid to become more 
environmentally-friendly. For in-
stance, smart lighting is being ex-
plored in parks - from lights that 
automatically turn on when motion 
is detected, to brightness levels that 
change, depending on the time of 
day.

But this is just the beginning, 
and countless possibilities still lie 
ahead. With a firm foundation al-
ready in place and the incentive to 
build on it in the coming years, Sin-
gapore is perfectly poised to evolve 
into a Smart Nation. And no doubt, 
there will be some exciting and 
groundbreaking changes along the 
way.—Reuters



14  entertainment 21 November 2016

Japan’s Takarazuka troupe provides 
new services to fans in Taiwan

Kairi Hokusho, who plays the leading male role in the Takarazuka Re-
vue troupe’s Star Troupe, performs the final program in Tokyo, on 20 
November 2016. The performance was streamed live in Taipei and Hong 
Kong.Photo: Kyodo News

TAIPEI — Taiwanese fans 
of the Japanese all-woman Ta-
karazuka Revue troupe went to a 
movie theater in Taipei to see a 
live stream of the last show of its 
top stars on Sunday.

It marks a new way for the 
company to engage its some 
10,000 fans in Taiwan, the sec-
ond-largest market outside of Ja-
pan.

About 500 people came to 
Vieshow Cinemas in Taipei’s 
Xinyi District to see the final per-
formances of Kairi Hokusho, who 
plays the leading male role of the 
company’s Star Troupe, Fu Hi-
nami, the leading female charac-
ter of the sub-troupe, and troupe 
member Kurara Mito.

It is a company tradition that 
top stars of its five sub-troupes 
present a special program at their 
final performance before retiring.

Sunday’s performance and 
farewell show, which took place 
at Takarazuka Theater in central 
Tokyo, was streamed live to mov-
ie theaters in Taipei and Hong 
Kong.

The lack of subtitles did not 
bother Carol Su, who flew in from 
Vietnam just to see the show.

Su, 46, who came with her 
mother, said they developed a 
strong interest in Takarazuka per-

formances after the troupe first 
came to Taiwan in 2013.

It is not the first time for Ta-
karazuka to live broadcast the fi-
nal shows of its top stars in Tai-
wan. However, it is the first time 
the company invited the media to 
see the performance and report it, 
suggesting the century-old com-
pany, based in Hyogo Prefecture, 
is changing its marketing strategy.

The troupe, following its 
inaugural tour performance in 
Taiwan in 2013, came back for 
a second appearance in 2015, de-
lighting the sold-out crowd whose 
warm response surprised troupe 
members.

Although the revue has re-
ceived many requests to perform 
again in Taiwan, overseas perfor-
mances are costly and the compa-
ny can only afford to do so two 
to three times a year in Taiwan, 
Kensaku Murakawa, head of the 
troupe’s promotion department, 
told Kyodo News.

So the company came up 
with the idea of live streaming 
the final shows of its top stars and 
hopes to provide the service on a 
regular basis, hopefully 10 shows 
annually, Murakawa said.

In addition, the troupe has 
produced performance DVDs 
whose distribution will be han-

dled by Sony Corp.
With the new services in 

place, the company hopes to see 
the number of its Taiwanese fans 
continue to grow.

Takarazuka has about 10,000 
Facebook page fans in Taiwan, an 
impressive number for a country 
of 230 million people and for a 
company which presented its de-
but performance only three years 
ago.

Founded in 1913 by Ichizo 
Kobayashi, the founder of Han-
kyu Railways, the troupe was 
composed of a band of singing 
and dancing girls to help sell more 
train tickets on Kobayashi’s com-
pany train line at the hot-spring 
resort of Takarazuka.

The troupe on average at-
tracts 2.5 million Japanese each 
year, entertaining families through 
good times and bad for a century.

However, the fact that about 
90 percent of the company’s audi-
ence is female means it has limita-
tions on attracting men.

As Murakawa suggested that 
the company will not build any 
more theaters on the near future, 
it is unlikely to significantly in-
crease the number of new fans at 
home, motivating the company to 
turn its eye to the Asian market. 
—Kyodo News

Farhan Akhtar was blown away by 
performance of Jay-Z

Farhan akhtar, global citizen india Farhan Akhtar was also one of the 
artistes to perform at Global Citizen Fest 2016. Photo: PTI

Mumbai — Actor-singer Far-
han Akhtar has showered praise 
on the performance of American 
rapper Jay-Z, during the Global 
Citizen India concert here. Jay-Z 
made his debut here at the Global 
Citizen India concert last evening 
with his hit ‘Bounce’, set against 
a sample of AR Rahman’s tune 
‘Chaiya Chaiya’. He also crooned 
his hit songs ‘We gonna run this 
town tonight’, ’99 Problems’, ‘In 
Paris’, ‘Drunk In Love’ and his 
Panjabi MC collaboration ‘Be-
ware Of The Boyz’.

“I enjoyed all the perfor-
mances, it would be unfair to 
pick anyone in particular. 

Everyone has done a good 
job and entertained the crowd. 
I have never seen Jay-Z play 
before and when I saw it, I was 
blown,” Farhan said on the side-

lines of the festival here last 
night. 

The 42-year-old actor-film-
maker believes everyone should 
work towards various social 
causes. “Start your own move-
ment, do your own bit. 

Like education is important 
for kids, health and sanitation is 
essential for women and kids, 
gender equality, these are impor-
tant things for better future and 
we all must work towards it,” he 
said.—PTI

Crew begins dismantling Confederate monument in Louisville
LOUISVILLE  — A work crew 
began to dismantle a Confederate 
monument in Louisville, Ken-
tucky on Saturday, the mayor 
said, in the latest move to take 
down or relocate symbols of the 
slaveholding Southern Confeder-
acy from the American Civil War.

Louisville Mayor Greg Fis-
cher in a pair of messages on 
Twitter showed photos of figures 

that had been removed from the 
monument.

“We’ve started disassembly 
(of) the Confederate Monument,” 
Fischer wrote.

The 121-year-old memorial 
will be moved from its current 
location adjacent to the Univer-
sity of Louisville to the town of 
Brandenburg, a town about 40 
miles (64 km) southwest of Lou-

isville that hosts a biennial Civil 
War re-enactment, officials have 
said.

Fischer said earlier this week 
that the Brandenburg location 
provides a “more proper context” 
for the monument, which is 70 
feet (21 metres) tall.

Chris Poynter, a spokesman 
for Fischer, said in an email on 
Saturday the work of dismantling 

the monument will continue for 
several days.

Students and staff members 
at the University of Louisville 
had said the memorial condoned 
slavery.

Earlier this year, a Louisville 
judge rejected a bid by opponents 
of the monument’s relocation to 
keep it in its current location

Kentucky was a slave state 

that did not join the Confederacy. 
Many Kentucky residents, how-
ever, fought for the South, which 
was ultimately defeated by the 
Union forces of northern states.

Confederate symbols have 
been removed from a number of 
centers of civic life in the United 
States over the last two years fol-
lowing criticism that the displays 
foster racism.—Reuters

With customized Fiat, 
Polish priest offers spiritual 
emergency service
Boleslawow  — In his 
small black Fiat 126 equipped 
with a blinking roof light shaped 
like a priest’s bireta cap, Father 
Krzysztof Kauf zaps down the 
winding mountain road to answer 
his next call for assistance.

The Polish Catholic priest 
wants to be close to his parishion-
ers, even if it means driving the 
tiny car up and down steep roads 
at any time of day or night.

Kauf recently founded a 
spiritual emergency hotline for his 
parishioners in the small southern 
village of Boleslawow in southern 
Poland with the aim of helping 
those in need.

“(People) need the presence 
of a priest, who will not be locked 
up inside a church rectory or in 
the office, but who will accom-

pany them in everyday life, in the 
everyday life that today is some-
times difficult and hard,” he told 
Reuters. The priest says he has 
received calls at all sorts of hours, 
usually from residents asking for 
help in resolving family disputes, 
but also to provide comfort in cases 
of loss. “In case of a tragedy there 
is not much to say, but you have 
to be with the person,” he said. 
“People need it because words 
cannot express everything as well 
as the presence of a priest, espe-
cially in difficult situations, when 
you are with them when they need 
this support.” The small village 
counts a few hundred residents, 
some of whom helped Kauf cus-
tomize the Fiat which advertises 
its “pastoral emergency” services. 
—Reuters
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1,000-year-old ruins unearthed in north China
SHIJIAZHUANG —  
Workers have uncovered 
ancient building ruins dat-
ing back to the Jin (960-
1276) and Yuan (1271-
1368) dynasties in north 
China’s Hebei Province.

After four months of 
excavation at the Haifeng 
Town ruins in Huanghua 
City, the ruins of an ancient 
hearth, fire pits and wall 
footings have been uncov-
ered among bricks, tiles and 
broken porcelain.

Staff working at the 
site have also unearthed a 
6-meter-wide main road, 
flanked on both sides by the 
ruins of buildings.

Judging from prelim-
inary assessment of the 
unearthed ruins and items, 
they are presumed to have 
been used during the Jin 
and Yuan dynasties, said 
Lei Jianhong, director of 
the research office for un-
derwater archaeology at the 
Hebei Cultural Relics Insti-

tute. The excavation area, 
which is 30 meters long 
and 10 meters wide, is only 
a small part of the building 
cluster of the Haifeng Town 
ruins. The rich findings in-
dicate that there was intense 
human activity at the site 
and the ancient town is like-
ly to have had a flourishing 
economy and trade, said 
Lei, who led the dig starting 
in July.

It is the fourth ex-
cavation of the Haifeng 

Town ruins. Standing at the 
mouth of a river, the town is 
thought to have been a port 
for the trade of porcelain 
and salt.

Scholars said ancient 
Haifeng Town is likely to 
be the northern tip of the 
Maritime Silk Road, from 
which Chinese porcelain 
was shipped across East 
Asia and beyond. But this 
cannot be verified until fur-
ther archaeological findings 
are made.—Xinhua

Santa Leon McBryde performs at the Charles W How-
ard Santa Claus School in Midland, Michigan, US, on 29  
October 2016. Photo: Reuters

The art of becoming Santa
MIDLAND, MICHIGAN 
— Randy Schneider has 
considered himself a pro-
fessional Santa since 1999 
when he found himself at 
a JCPenney store buying a 
beard and boots.

Now, Schneider, 66, 
has a beard of his own.

At the Charles W. 
Howard Santa Claus 
School in Midland, Mich-
igan, some two hundred 
Santas and Mrs. Claus-
es came from across the 
United States, Canada, 
Denmark and Norway to 
learn wood toy-making, 
brush up on storytelling 
skills, drive sleighs, feed 
reindeer and, most impor-
tantly, spread the Christ-
mas spirit.

Cookies are readily 
available at all times dur-
ing the three-day training 
course on becoming San-
ta.

“It’s the Harvard of 
all Santa schools,” Sch-
neider, a retired crane op-
erator, said of the school, 
which was established in 
1937 and made a non-prof-
it organization in 1987 by 
directors Tom and Holly 
Valent.

“It’s a privilege to be 
Santa,” Tom said, sitting 
in a tall wooden chair with 
a “SANTA” engraving 
and green velvet uphol-
stery.

“Every child that 
comes and sits on Santa’s 
knee remembers that for-
ever so when you’re put-
ting an everlasting memo-
ry into a child’s mind, you 
want to make sure it’s a 
good one.”

Tom and Holly said 
they had to turn down 
roughly one hundred 
Santas because so many 
people had expressed 
interest in attending the 
Santa workshop. A sea of 
red cars, many of which 
had personalized license 
plates, showed the school 
was at capacity. A car with 

a plate from Georgia read 
“UBGOOD” parked next 
to a car with a “HOHO” 
plate from Tennessee. 
Another, from California, 
was marked “IMCLAUS.”

The organizers also 
said there was a record 
number of Mrs. Clauses in 
2016.

“What a great place to 
find a husband!” one Mrs. 
Claus joked.

Kathy Armstrong had 
already found her Santa in 
college when she knit him 
a Christmas sweater.

The two have been 
married for 44 years. They 
both were physical ther-
apists and retired rough-
ly two years ago. That is 
when they had the idea to 
attend Santa school.

“Kathy has always 
collected Santas and I 
have always had a beard,” 
said Bill.

“We decided it was 
something we both want-
ed to do,” said Kathy.

The sweater Kathy 
made for Bill symbolized 
their love for Christmas.

“It had reindeer on 
it,” Kathy, who also sewed 
her husband’s Santa suit, 
said with pride.

“And it still fits!” Bill 
chimed. Over the three 
days, the couple struck 
silly yoga poses, practiced 
breathing techniques and 
broke out in song. The 
school fitness teacher had 
them dance as if they were 
wrapping presents, baking 
cookies and filling stock-
ings to classic Christmas 
tunes like “Jingle Bells” 
and “Santa Claus is 
Comin’ to Town” with the 
rest of their classmates.

“We even learned 
sign language,” Bill, a loy-
al member of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Real 
Bearded Santas, said.

“It’s important to be 
able to spread Christmas 
cheer to all children,” he 
added.—Reuters

Dutch hope Indonesia will help solve 
mystery of missing WWII battleships
AMSTERDAM/JAKAR-
TA  — The Dutch prime 
minister on Friday called 
the disappearance of the 
wreckage of several allied 
warships dating back to 
the 1942 Battle of the Java 
Sea “unacceptable” and 
expressed hope that Indo-
nesia would help solve the 
mystery.

A team of interna-
tional divers searching for 
Dutch, British and Ameri-
can warships ahead of the 
75th anniversary of the 

decisive World War Two 
battle discovered that two 
Dutch ships, the De Ruyter 
and the Java, are no longer 
where they sank, the Dutch 
Defense Ministry said. Part 
of a third ship, the Korte-
naer, had also disappeared.

The three ships were 
part of a fleet of allied ves-
sels, including Australians, 
that set off from the last 
remaining allied port in 
Southeast Asia, the Indo-
nesian city of Surabaya, to 
stop the Japanese advance. 

It was defeated and thou-
sands were killed when the 
vessels were sunk.

“The fact alone that 
war graves were violated is 
an extremely serious mat-
ter, with far reaching im-
plications for the survivors 
and for all of us,” Rutte told 
journalists in The Hague on 
Friday.

Rutte said the removal 
of the underwater graves 
of nearly 1,000 Dutch ma-
rines would be discussed 
during a government trade 

mission to Indonesia next 
week.

“Imagine that a war 
cemetery ... would be seri-
ously damaged or desecrat-
ed, that would be totally 
unacceptable and the same 
counts for what happened 
here,” he said.

Indonesian Navy 
spokesman Gig Jonias 
Mozes Sipasulta said the 
ships should have been 
protected under interna-
tional law.

“Normally in these 
cases those places can be 
turned into heritage sites, 
but for this there needs to 
be a discussion and a writ-
ten request from the gov-
ernment of the country that 
feels they own the vessel, 
with the Indonesian gov-
ernment,” he said.

Rutte said “the Indo-
nesians are working with 
us to get to the bottom of 
this” and that it was un-
clear who was responsible 
for removing the remains, 
which may have been sal-
vaged for scrap.

The search for the 
ships was initiated by the 
Karel Doorman Fund, 
named after a Dutchman 
who led the doomed allied 
naval assault in February 
1942.—Reuters

Netherlands’ Prime Minister Mark Rutte arrives at the EU summit in Brussels, Belgium, on 
21 October, 2016. Photo: Reute
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Manchester City’s Yaya Toure celebrates scoring their second goal with Kevin De Bruyne  during  match 
between Crystal Palace and Manchester City at  Selhurst Park  on 19 November. Photo: Reuters

Toure back with bang as Man City join Liverpool on top
LONDON — Yaya Toure re-
turned to Manchester City’s 
ranks on Saturday after a public 
apology to manager Pep Guardi-
ola and scored twice in a 2-1 win 
at Crystal Palace that took them 
to the top of the Premier League 
alongside Liverpool.

While Liverpool’s progress 
was checked by a goalless draw 
at Southampton, City clambered 
back level with the Anfield club 
on 27 points from 12 matches 
thanks to the double from old 
favourite Toure whose stand-off 
with Guardiola was quickly for-
given and forgotten.

On an afternoon when Jose 
Mourinho complained Manches-
ter United were “the unluckiest 
team in the Premier League” af-
ter Arsenal snatched a 1-1 draw 
with an 89th-minute equaliser at 
Old Trafford, there was nothing 
fortunate about City’s victory.

While resting key players 
before the Champions League 
clash with Borussia Moencheng-
ladbach on Wednesday, Guardi-
ola brought Toure in for his first 
league appearance of the season 
after the midfielder’s apology 
following comments the play-
er’s agent made about the club 
and manager. The Ivorian re-
paid Guardiola’s faith with a 
39th-minute run and shot and, af-
ter Connor Wickham had equal-
ised in the second half, netted an 
83rd-minute winner.

After a three-month stand-
off at the club, Toure sounded 

emotional as he spoke of being 
applauded back into the dressing 
room by team mates.

“They have always been 
brilliant with me, always sup-
portive. I always want to be there 
to help them. I am professional, 
I always want to improve my 
game,” he told the BBC.

“I was prepared mentally 
and I knew that one day my man-
ager would need me.”

Liverpool’s recent magis-
terial progress ended in driving 
rain at Southampton where, al-

though they extended their un-
beaten sequence to 10 games, the 
league’s top scorers squandered 
a series of chances.

It left them still leading the 
way on the strength of having 
scored more goals than City but 
Chelsea, two points behind, have 
the chance to jump ahead of both 
if they win at Middlesbrough on 
Sunday.

Arsenal were grateful to ex-
tend their unbeaten streak to 17 
games in all competitions after 
a last-gasp header from substi-

tute Olivier Giroud earned them 
a barely deserved point at Man-
chester United.

Juan Mata had put United 
ahead in the second half of a 
game they dominated but Gir-
oud’s late rescue act left Mour-
inho cursing his luck, even if 
he had stretched his unbeaten 
league record against old foe Ar-
sene Wenger to 12 matches.

“We are the unluckiest team 
in the Premier League,” Mourin-
ho said of his sixth-placed team. 
“I’m not going to say they (Arse-

nal) didn’t want to win but they 
couldn’t be the way they normal-
ly play football.

“They were the lucky ones 
and we were the unlucky ones 
but that’s football.”

The draw left Arsenal fourth 
on 25 points, the same as Chel-
sea. Tottenham Hotspur are one 
point adrift in fifth after Harry 
Kane netted twice in three dra-
matic late minutes to earn a pul-
sating 3-2 win over West Ham 
United at White Hart Lane.

The England striker ham-
mered home the winner from the 
penalty spot in stoppage time as 
Spurs came roaring back from 
2-1 down to protect their record 
as the only unbeaten team in the 
league.

At the other end of the table 
Victor Anichebe struck twice 
and Jermain Defoe netted his 
150th Premier League goal as 
Sunderland clambered off the 
bottom with a 3-0 win over fel-
low strugglers Hull City.

Swansea City are now bot-
tom, with American Bob Bradley 
still looking for his first win as 
manager, after Seamus Coleman 
equalised for hosts Everton in the 
89th minute to secure a 1-1 draw.

Leicester City’s difficult 
reign as champions continued as 
they went behind to an Etienne 
Capoue goal at Watford after 
33 seconds and ended up losing 
2-1, a defeat that left them two 
points above the relegation zone. 
—Reuters

Kean, 16, makes Juve debut
in easy win over Pescara

Juventus’ Moise Kean celebrates with teammates at the end of the 
match between Juventus and Pescara, Italian Serie A  at Juventus 
stadium, Turin, Italy on 19 November, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Turin — Moise Kean became 
the first player born after the start 
of the year 2000 to play in Serie 
A when he featured in the last 
few minutes of an otherwise rou-
tine 3-0 win for leaders Juventus 
over lowly Pescara on Saturday.

Lorenzo Insigne scored 
his first Napoli goals for sev-
en months to give last season’s 
runners-up a 2-1 win at Udinese, 
while Chievo beat Cagliari 1-0 in 
the day’s other game.

Kean, born in February 
2000, entered as a substitute in 
the 84th minute after goals from 
Sami Khedira, Mario Mandzukic 
and Hernanes had already set up 
Juve’s 23rd consecutive home 
win in Serie A.

Kean has already attracted 
attention with his performances 
and a prolific scoring record in 
Juve’s under-17 team.

Juventus had an early scare 
when Gianluca Capri got clear of 
their defence, only to shoot wide 
from six metres.

Pescara, two places off the 
bottom, held out until Khedira 

played a one-two with Mand-
zukic and guided his shot past 
Albano Bizzarri in the 36th 
minute.

Mandzukic extended 
Juve’s lead when he turned in 
Khedira’s header from close 
range just after the hour and 
Hernanes completed the win 
with a long-range shot in the 
69th minute.

Juventus, chasing a sixth 

successive title, have 33 points, 
seven clear of AS Roma who 
visit Atalanta on Sunday (1400 
GMT).

After a scrappy first pe-
riod devoid of clear chances 
at Udinese, forward Insigne 
brought the game to life when 
he swept Jose Callejon’s low 
cross into the roof of the net 
from six metres just after the 
restart.—Reuters

Sweden’s Henrik Stenson tops 
European Tour’s money list
Dubai — Sweden’s Hen-
rik Stenson has won European 
Tour’s Order Of Merit for the 
second time in his career after 
none of his challengers could 
usurp his position on the final 
day of the DP World Tour Cham-
pionship in Dubai on Sunday.

The 40-year-old finished the 
tournament in some style, carding 
a seven-under round of 65. His ri-
vals for the money-list title going 
into the season-ending event were 
compatriot Alex Noren, England’s 
Danny Willett and Northern Ire-
land’s Rory McIlroy.—Reuters

London—Wayne Rooney be-
lieves he was the victim of “dis-
graceful” treatment following the 
publication of photos that showed 
him socialising at England’s team 
hotel when on international duty 
last weekend.

The England and Manchester 
United captain said he was shown 
a “lack of respect” by the media af-
ter he joined in a wedding party in 
between the matches against Scot-
land and Spain. Rooney received 
criticism in some quarters, and 
backing in others, after the photos 
were sold to a newspaper and he 
ended up “unreservedly” apolo-
gising to interim England manager 

Gareth Southgate over the images 
which he did say were “inappro-
priate” for someone in his position.

After United’s 1-1 Premier 
League draw with Arsenal on 
Saturday he was in less apologet-
ic mood, annoyed the furore over 
his behaviour had failed to subside 
in the media. “What’s been going 
on is disgraceful,” Rooney told 
reporters. “I’m proud to play for 
my country and I’m proud of my 
achievements.

“It’s not finished yet. I think 
what’s been going on is disgrace-
ful. It shows a lack of respect and I 
think enough is enough. That’s all 
I want to say.”—Reuters

Rooney slams ‘disgraceful’ 
treatment over photos


