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SG Min Aung Hlaing visits 
defence and security 
companies in Turin, Italy

Government troops 
attacked with improvised 
mines in Maungtaw
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The government troops contin-
ued its area clearance opera-
tions yesterday near Maungtaw 
Township’s villages such as 
Mayintaung, Pwintphyuchaung 
and Gwason, where the deadly 
clashes occurred on Saturday.

While conducting the clear-
ance operation in Gwason vil-

lage around 9 am yesterday, the 
troops found 50 houses burnt by 
the armed attackers who had re-
treated on Saturday.

In the operation, seven vi-
olent attackers wielding with 
machetes ran towards the troops 
in order to attack. The troops re-
turned fire, killing six.  

Similarly, a combined team 
that comprised of the govern-
ment troops and the border guard 
police was attacked by about 20 
violent aggressors equipped with 
machetes and wooden clubs 
while the security forces were 
conducting the clearance oper-
ation in Dargyizartaung village 

around 1 pm yesterday. But the 
troops fired back them and 19 
aggressors killed.

The troops also found the 
bodies of three attackers in the 
aftermath of its clearance op-
erations nearby Gwason and 
Dargyizartaung villages. —
Myawady

Clashes continue in the northern 
Rakhine, 25 violent attackers dead

Violent 
attackers 
set fire to 80 
houses in 
Maungtaw
The violent armed attackers 
torched about 80 homes in a vil-
lage, Maungtaw Township yes-
terday before fleeing, after the 
government troops and the police 
had hunted them. 

 Acting on a tip-off that about 
10 violent attackers had entered 
Warpaik village, the government 
troops and the border guard po-
lice conducted their clearance 
operations in the village at about 
4:50 pm yesterday because the at-
tackers set the houses on fire and 
fled to Zinpaingnyar village.

The fires were brought under 
control by the troops at about 6 
pm and destroyed approximately 
80 houses.

Officials said that the violent 
attackers intentionally burn down 
the houses in order to cause mis-
understanding and tension between 
the government forces and the 
people and get aid from the inter-
national communities.— Myawady
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Matho Robe-Weaving Contest at shwedagon

The Matho Robe-Weaving Contest, a centuries-old tradition, is a competition held at prominent pagodas to see who can weave the most 
beautiful decorative robes for the Buddha statues in the temples. Tradition dictates that the weaving of the robe must be completed in one 
evening and must be offered to the Buddha before dawn. If the weaving of the robes is delayed and cannot be completed, it is considered an 
unsuccessful attempt. The most significant robe-weaving contest in Myanmar is the one celebrated at the Great Shwedagon Pagoda. Nine 
teams of weavers took part last night on the eve of the Full Moon of Tazaungmon. Each team has six members, one of them a team leader, 
who weave their offerings until dawn, at which time the judges choose a winner and award prizes. This ceremony not only allows for good 
deeds to be made, but also preserves the weaving tradition of Myanmar. Photo: Ye htut
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new 3MDGF health facilities 
aim to reduce TB  in Myanmar
TO REDUCE the incidence of 
tuberculosis in the country, a 
new outpatient department will 
be built in Yangon with the 
support of the Third Millenni-
um Development Goal Fund 
(3MDGF), one of the largest 
contributors of external assis-
tance for health in Myanmar.

The project is a part of 
the 3MDG’s US$3.1 million 
investment, which covers the 
establishment of four TB facil-
ities including two outpatient 
departments, a biosafety level-3 
national TB reference laborato-
ry and single-level caretaker 
quarters in both Yangon and 
Mandalay.

According to the fund’s 

press release on Saturday, the 
groundbreaking ceremony for 
the new TB facility was held by 
the supporting body at the tar-
get area located within the com-
pound of the Yangon Regional 
Tuberculosis Centre (Aung 
San) in Insein Township on 12 
November.

The four-storey facility 
will be equipped with a labora-
tory, medical store, dispensary 
X-ray, counselling, consul-
tation and emergency rooms. 
In addition, restrooms, entry 
points and parking areas for 
people with disabilities will be 
constructed.

The new OPD will be ful-
ly operational by 2018 and will 

receive between 100 and 150 
out-patients a day. This will 
include referrals of complicat-
ed and drug resistant TB cases 
from across the region.

The new facility will pro-
vide diagnostic and treatment 
services to patients who do not 
need to stay in the hospital free 
of charge. It will also support 
research into the disease, and 
contain a training centre and 
resource library for health staff.

Myanmar is one of the 
world’s countries with the 
highest TB burden. According 
to the study, there are approx-
imately 150,000 TB patients 
detected annually in the coun-
try.—GNLM

200 acres of pulses in Sagaing destroyed by flood

MORE THAN 200 acres of 
bean and pulse plantations in 
Katha District in Sagaing Re-
gion were destroyed by floods 
caused by torrential rain in first 
week of this month, local grow-
ers say.

The unrelenting rain caused 
Maeza Creek and the Ayay-
awady River to reach danger-
ously high levels that create 
floods in many parts of Htig-
yaing Township in early No-
vember, damaging numerous 
plantations. 

The recent floods damaged 

a total of 234.50 acres of crops, 
including 50 acres of mung 
bean, five acres of groundnut, 
60 acres of green peas and 27 
acres of paddy fields that are 
tended by 90 farmers.

Farmers are now worried 
about high agriculture costs 
due to low production, as they 
cannot cultivate substitute crops 
in time, one of growers from 
Wonlogon Village said. Beans 
and pulses are among the major 
industrial crops in Myanmar, 
which remains a largely agricul-
tural country, with 40 per cent 

of its economy based on farm-
ing. The country’s beans and 
pulses mostly go to India.

Between April and the first 
week of October, the country 
earned US$872.348 million 
from the export of over 758,000 
tonnes of beans and pulses, in-
cluding over $450 million from 
the export of over 322,000 
tonnes of mung bean, over $220 
from nearly 229,000 tonnes 
of green gram export and over 
$97 million from the sale of 
80,768 tonnes of pigeon peas.  
— Township IPRD

64 cases of electricity theft in Yangon this year
YANGON, the commercial 
capital of Myanmar, had 64 cas-
es of stolen electricity this year, 
causing the government to lose 
revenue for over 200,000 units 
of energy, according to a news 
release issued by the Yangon 
Electricity Supply Corporation. 

Theft of electricity can be the 
illicit use of electricity in resi-
dential houses and businesses, 
which illegally obtain electrici-
ty from the government’s power 

distribution system in various 
ways. Those businesses, which 
operate their firms through a 
residential meter, will have to 
pay a fine calculated on average 
monthly billing if found guilty 
of power theft.

According to the investiga-
tors, the cases of electricity theft 
were mostly found in Yangon, 
Bago and Ayeyawady regions. 

Yangon, as the largest com-
mercial city in Myanmar, con-

sumed around 1,200 megawatts 
of electricity this summer, 
which is half of the total elec-
tricity consumption nationwide. 
The city’s electricity demands 
increase by around 15 per cent 
yearly.  The region is home to 
29 industrial zones and over 
6,000 small-and-middle-sized 
enterprises, all of which account 
for the higher energy demand in 
the region compared to other re-
gions.—200

locals accused of illegal 
logging detained in Kawthaung
AUTHORITIES detained eight 
people accused of illegal log-
ging in a jungle near Lonphaw 
Village, Khamouttaw, Kaw-
thaung District on Friday.

Acting on a tip, a combined 
team comprising police and staff 
from the district department of 
forestry raided the temporary 
tents of the accused and seized 
about 40 tonnes of timber and 
machinery used in logging.

Police detained U Hlaing 
Win, accused of being the owner 
of the illegal logging business, 

five  workers and two depend-
ents of the workers.

The tents were accidental-
ly discovered by a search team 
for water resources led by Dis-
trict Chairman of the Nation-
al League for Democracy and 
an official of Green Network, 
an NGO. They reported on the 
discovery to the state Natural 
Resources and Environmental 
Conservation Minister. Authori-
ties said that action will be taken 
against them according to the 
law.— Kyaw Soe (Kawthoung)

In case of use of stoves
1. Place a person to keep vigil.
2. Don’t overuse fuel fire power.
3. Put out the remnants of fire.
4. Place heat-resistant barriers between stove and 
 roof/ wall. 
5. Don’t leave the oil pan forgotten.

warning

Keep a fire extinguisher in your car
to make people on board and the car 

free from the danger of fire.

Fire Services Department

1. Don’t run away in case of fire. Seek help from the people 
nearby.

2. Prompt extinguishing of fire reduces losses and damages.
3. Keep dry chemical powder extinguishers and/or  fire ex-

tinguishers in all apartments, buildings and shops to put 
out fire promptly and protect against the danger of fire.

Groundnut plantation are submerged in Katha, sagaing Region. Photo: IPRD

seized timber are seen on way to a local police station. Photo: MPF
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People from various parts of the country have been donating food and household goods for displaced 
people and security forces in Buthidaung and Maungtaw Townships in Rakhine State. A total of 698 
bags of rice, about 12 tonns of food and about 2.5 tonns of household goods were transported from a 
Navy Jetty to Sittway by warship.—Myawady

Government troops 
attacked with improvised 
mines in Maungtaw
A coluMN of the government 
forces, who were on their way 
from Kyikanpyin Border Guard 
command centre to Gwason 
village, was attacked with an 
improvised mine by the violent 
attackers near a bridge in oolar 
village, Maungtaw Township 
on Saturday.

No one was injured in the 

attack, but one vehicle was 
damaged.

Earlier that afternoon, the vi-
olent attackers also attempted to 
blow up a convoy on its way from 
the Border Guard command 
centre to Taungpyoletwe village. 
one vehicle was damaged, but 
there was no one injured during 
the bomb attack. —Myawady

Myanmar Navy transports food, household goods to Sittway

MANdAlAy Region Govern-
ment has ordered two factories 
in the industrial area of Pyigy-
itagun Township in Mandalay 
Region to suspend their oper-
ations due to environmental 
concerns, according to u Myo 
Thit, regional minister for En-
vironment, Natural Resources 
and Forestry.

Toepwar Fertilizer Factory 
and Shwe Myinpyan distillery 
are said to have been instructed 

to temporarily shut down.
“one of them was reported 

by the public, and the other was 
discovered to be in violation in a 
surprise inspection,” the region-
al minister said.

Factories have been in-
formed of rules and regulations 
since August, but some have 
still failed to follow the law, the 
ministry said.

The factories were accused 
of improper factory smoke emis-
sions and discharge of untreated 
waste.

RoAd engineers are trying their 
best to improve the road between 
Buthidaung and Maungtaw in 
northern Rakhine State.

Buthidaung and Maungtaw, 
two towns in Northern Rakhine, 
are divided by Mayu Mountain 
Range and transportation be-
tween them always posed a prob-
lem to local people.

In addition, landslides often 
occur along the road during the 
rainy seasons, resulting in block-
age of the road.

Despite the difficulties, 
about 450 vehicles have to use 
the road between the two towns 
as it is an entrance to the neigh-
bouring country. 

“during the previous rainy 
season, landslide occurred along 
the section of two furlong length 
and we had to remove about 30 
million cubic feet of earth within 

a week. We are trying to build a 
gravel road there. In addition, we 
are widening the road at blind 
sights so that vehicles can drive 
smoothly,” said u Khin Maung 
lwin, Assistant Engineer of 
Maungtaw district Road depart-
ment.

The road department is re-
sponsible for maintenance of 
eight roads including Buthi-
daung-Maungtaw Road, Buth-
idaung-Thinbawseik Road, 
Buthidaung-Kyaiktaw Road, 
Maungtaw-Alethankyaw-Anguk-
yaw Road, Maungtaw-Kyikan-
pyin-Kyainchaung-Aungthap-
yay-Bandoola Road, and 
Taungpyo-Kyainchaung Road, 
Taungpyo-Gordonkha Road and 
liekya-leikya Station Road in 
Taungpyo Township. The eight 
roads has a total length of about 
149 miles.

“We are widening 
and straightening Buthi-

RAKhINE State Minister for 
Electricity, Industry and Trans-
portation u Aung Kyaw  Zan 
and Amyotha hluttaw MP daw 
htu May met with local resi-
dents in Kainggyi  Village and 
Mawrawady Village in Maung-
taw Township. 

At the meeting at Kainggyi 
Village, the villagers suggested 
that authorities establish a local 
bazaar, appoint a doctor to the 
village’s clinic, make arrange-
ments for security, create job 
opportunities, set up a library 
and install TV receivers. 

during the visit to Maw-
rawady Village, locals asked 
the authorities to boost security 
measures and to supply more 
power as they are supplied only 
two hours of electricity per day. 

The authorities also ob-
served the harvesting of rice with 
the use of a harvesting machine 
provided by the Agricultural 
Mechanization department.

The department has provid-
ed two harvesters each to villag-
es in the township, making a to-
tal of 40 harvesters.—Myanmar 
News Agency

Transportation between Buthidaung 
and Maungtaw has improved

daung-Maungtaw Road. People 
can travel from Buthidaung to 
Maungtaw within 45 minutes. 
After we have straightened and 
paved the road, it will take only 
30 minutes to travel between the 
two towns,” said u Zaw Min, 
Assistant director of the road de-
partment. 

The road will be widened 
from current width of 25 feet to 
34 feet with 18-foot wide asphalt 
road within a five-year plan.

Arrangement to build walls 
where landslides often occur dur-
ing the rainy season is also under-
way, according to the engineers 
of the department.

The road was built as a rail-
way line in 1916 and completed 
in 1918 and it was made a road 
in 1962. during the times of the 
British colonialists, two tunnels 
were built through mountains 
along the road.

“We have done maintenance 
work along the two tunnels as 
they were seeping. however, 
they are too narrow for big ve-
hicles, machinery and armoured 
vehicles to drive through. We 
built a round road of about three 
furlong length and it was com-
pleted in 2014. Most vehicles, in-
cluding light ones and heavy ones 
are using the round road.

one of the tunnels has a 
length of 658 feet, a height of 
12.5 feet and a diameter of 15.5 
feet. Another tunnel has a length 
of 98 feet, a width of 15.5 feet 
and a height of 12.5 feet.

The two tunnels were built in 
1916 by a railway company from 
Florida and completed in 1918.

“We never closed the tunnels 
but almost all vehicles are using 
the round road,” u Zaw Min said.

Ye Khaung Nyunt

Aung Thant Khine

Buthidaung-Maungtaw road being upgraded recently. Photo: Phoe htaung

Authorities makes 
inspection tour of villages 
in Maungtaw Township

Two factories suspended 
for environmental 
concerns in Pyigyidagun

Authorities observe harvesting of rice at Mawrawady Village. Photo: Mna
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A total of 168 enterprises have 
reportedly been granted licenses 
to provide microfinance services, 
including INGOs, NGOs, foreign 
and local consortiums and joint 
ventures.  

The development of micro-
finance businesses is part of the 
eight-point tasks of development 
currently being undertaken to 

reduce the poverty rate in rural 
areas. Apart from urban areas, 
efforts are made for the micro-
finance services to reach rural 
areas, said a spokesperson. The 
request for a license is scrutinised 
on a basic set of criteria: meas-
ures taken by association, abil-
ity to enhance the social life of 
low-income people and ability to 

survive for the long term.
Enterprises which have been 

recently granted one-year licenses 
are ADVANS Microfinance My-
anmar,  Nong Hyup Finance My-
anmar, TUTU Finance-WCI My-
anmar, DARIU Microfinance and 
two local companies—Taw Win 
Han Thi and Pine Tree Develop-
ment Corporation.—Ko Htet

THe Myanmar rice market is be-
ing faced with many challenges in 
its attempt to enter the highly com-
petitive international market. 

Concerted efforts need to be 
exerted by all the stakeholders who 
are engaged in supply chain and 
the officials concerned to maintain 
a stable price, to make a profit for 
those who are participating includ-
ing farmers, to reduce processing 
and transportation costs, to have 
a fair price for input, to boost the 
yield, to cultivate the pedigree 
crops to a higher yield, to produce 
high-quality rice with the use of 
modern mills and to systematically 
store the rice in keeping with inter-
national criteria, said experts. 

Myanmar yielded about 12.20 
million metric tonnes from 7.21 
million hectares of acres of land in 
the  2015-2016 fiscal year, whereas 
the rice volume yielded from Viet 
Nam from 7.67 million hectares of 
acres of cultivation land was 28.17 
million metric tonnes. More than 
double the amount of rice was pro-
duced by Viet Nam from about the 
same area of land, according to the 
Ministry of Commerce.

Only 12.5 per cent of the to-
tal volume of rice from Myanmar 
flows into foreign market. Lo-
cal consumption is found to be 
the major market. The decrease 
in production in 2015 and 2016 
was attributed to flooding for two 
straight years, plus the high cost of 
input materials: fertiliser and pes-
ticides. The high production cost 
resulted in an increase in price. 
The volume of rice exports in the 
2015-2016 fiscal year slumped 
by 296,656 metric tonnes, where-
as that of broken rice slumped by 
50,687 metric tonnes when com-

Myanmar rice market encounters challenges

pared to that of 2014-2015 fiscal 
year, it is learnt. 

Rice is the staple food of 
Myanmar and plays a vital role 
in the agricultural export sector. 
Myanmar’s rice was mostly ex-
ported to Bangladesh, the Phil-
ippines, ASeAN and African 
markets from 2003 to 2008. The 
market then extended to Russian 
and Middle eastern markets. Chi-
na has become the main buyer of 
Myanmar’s rice in 2011 through 

the border areas. After a lift of the 
sanctions by the european Union 
(eU) against Myanmar in 2012, 
Myanmar’s rice could penetrate 
the eU market through normal 
trade, according to the Commerce 
Ministry. 

However, only a limited quota 
of rice is legally exported to China 
and anything above that amount 
that enters China is considered 
illegal trade. The Chinese market 
results in a greater profit than oth-

er international markets because 
Chinese merchants do not choose 
the rice varieties to purchase and 
offer a higher price than the mar-
ket price. But rice export are on 
the decline because of confiscation 
from the China side, the depreci-
ation of the yuan and flooding in 
the Shweli river, according to rice 
merchants. 

Dr. Than Myint, the Minister 
for Commerce, authorities con-
cerned, the Myanmar Rice Feder-

ation, the Myanmar Rice Millers 
Association and businessmen re-
portedly discussed these matters 
concerning the progress of Myan-
mar rice market, global rice mar-
ket and market price on 29thOcto-
ber in Yangon region government 
office. 

About 300,000 tonnes of rice 
are slated for export to foreign 
countries in the upcoming three 
months from November, 2016 to 
January, 2017. —Mon Mon

A farmer being seen ploughing on a field in Zigon, Bago Region. Photo: Phoe Khwar

AN exclusive agency will be set 
up to enhance the development 
of small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SMes), said an of-
ficial from the Directorate of 
Industrial Supervision and In-
spection. 

This agency mainly aims 
to handle the SMEs which are 
usually seen as traditional types 
which need to be turned into the 
business type. Therefore, the 
Directorate of Industrial Super-
vision and Inspection will con-
duct matters concerning SMEs 
as an agency. 

A business plan has to be 
submitted to the agency. In-
come and expenditure state-
ment needs to be presented to 
the agency. To enhance SMes, 

the government will contribute 
30 per cent of the budget while 
interested associations invest 70 
per cent, it is learnt.

Myanmar has been imple-
menting the National Develop-
ment Plan with an aim to accel-
erate growth, achieve equitable 
and balanced development and 
reduce the socio-economic de-
velopment gap between rural 
and urban areas of the country. 
A country’s economic devel-
opment depends on economic 
stability. The country would see 
an increase in the economic in-
dicator, which generates more 
job opportunities, more exports 
and increase in balance of pay-
ment (BOP) ratio, according to 
the Ministry of Industry.—200

DUBAI has already proposed to 
purchase Myanmar’s muskmel-
on, which will be exported to Du-
bai in 2017, said U Naing Win, 
chairperson of Myanmar Water-
melon and Cucumber Growers 
and Exporters Association. 

Myanmar’s muskmelon are 
being planned to export with the 
assistance of Winrock Interna-

tional. The export volume will be 
dependent on the demand order. 

Dubai has already conducted 
a practical study tour of musk-
melon’s cultivation and its qual-
ity. Winrock International has 
provided technical assistance 
to be able to export the quality 
muskmelon. Efforts are being 
made for watermelon and cucum-

ber growers and exporters associ-
ation develop. 

China is the main export 
market of Myanmar’s muskmel-
ons, while the muskmelons are 
also exported to Singapore. Over 
100,000 tonnes of muskmelons 
are annually exported to foreign 
market, according to the afore-
mentioned association.—200

Agency to be established 
to enhance SMEs

Over 160 enterprises granted license for microfinance businesses

Dubai considers purchase of Myanmar’s muskmelon
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Abe aims to underscore importance 
of Japan-US alliance with Trump
TOKYO — Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe aims to underscore 
the importance of the Ja-
pan-US alliance when 
he meets President-elect 
Donald Trump on Thurs-
day, Foreign Minister 
Fumio Kishida said on 
Sunday.

“This is going to be 
an important meeting to 
build trust,” Kishida told 
public broadcaster NHK. 
“We also would like to 
use this opportunity to 
input the importance of 
the Japan-US alliance, as 
well.”

With Abe set to meet 
Trump in New York on 
his way to an Asia-Pacif-
ic summit in Peru, Tokyo 
has been seeking clarity 
on what direction the Re-
publican political novice 
wants for bilateral rela-
tions after he made com-
ments on the campaign 
trail that were at odds 
with longstanding poli-
cies.

change,” Kishida said.
Trump’s campaign 

comments on Japan’s nu-
clear armament and his 
demand that Japan pay 
more for the upkeep of 
US forces on its soil have 
worried Tokyo about a 
possible rift in a security 
alliance with Washington 
that has been the bedrock 
of its defence since World 
War Two.

Defence Minister To-
momi Inada told the same 
NHK programme that Ja-
pan is already shoulder-
ing enough financial bur-
den to support US troops 
deployed in Japan.

“Japan is making suf-
ficient contribution,” she 
said. “I would like to con-
tinue underscoring that 
Japan is going to strength-
en its own defence pos-
ture both in quality and 
quantity, strengthen the 
Japan-US alliance and 
strengthen ties with oth-
er relevant countries.”—
Reuters

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe reviews Japanese 
Self-Defence Forces’ (SDF) troops during the annual SDF 
ceremony at Asaka Base, Japan, 0n 23 October, 2016. 
Photo: ReuteRs

Seized elephant ivory and rhino horns are destroyed by Vietnamese authorities in Hanoi 
on 12 November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Viet Nam destroys mass rhino 
horns and elephant ivory

HANOI — Viet Nam  de-
stroyed nearly 2.2 tonnes 
of seized elephant ivory 
and 70 kg of rhino horns 
on Saturday, in one of its 
strongest moves yet to stop 
illegal wildlife trafficking.

The specimens, esti-
mated to be worth more 
than $7 million on the 
black market, came from 
about 330 African ele-
phants and 23 rhinos, said 
UK-based Humane Society 
International (HSI), which 
has been working with the 
Vietnamese government 
since 2013 to reduce de-

mand for rhino horn in the 
country.

Viet Nam  is a transit 
point for elephant ivory for 
consumers in mostly China 
and the United States to 
make jewellery and home 
decorations, while the 
Southeast Asian nation is 
a major consumer of rhino 
horn.

“The destruction to-
day is a clear indication of 
our government’s political 
determination to fulfil our 
international duty in con-
ventions to protect wild-
life,” said Ha Cong Tuan, 

Viet Nam’s deputy agricul-
ture minister.

The usage and trading 
of rhino horn is a criminal 
offence in Viet Nam , but 
demand is strong due to a 
long-held belief in rhino 
horn’s medical power as 
an elixir, especially among 
the country’s growing mid-
dle and upper classes.

Saturday’s event add-
ed Viet Nam to a list of 20 
other countries that also 
have crushed or burned 
seized ivory and rhino 
horns.

“The illegal wildlife 

trade is very serious, or-
ganised crime,” British 
Ambassador to Viet Nam  
Giles Lever said.

“The more efforts 
which Viet Nam  and the 
Vietnamese government 
can have to working with 
other countries to stop the 
illegal wildlife trade, I 
think that will really help 
Viet Nam’s international 
image.”

The African elephant 
faces an unprecedented 
poaching and traffick-
ing threat. Between 2010 
and 2012, an estimated 
100,000 elephants were 
killed illegally to meet 
global demand for ivory, 
HSI said.

Over the past decade, 
poachers killed more than 
6,000 rhinos across Afri-
ca, with more than 1,300 
poached in 2015 alone. 
With only about 29,000 
rhinos of five species re-
maining in the wild, rhi-
nos are facing a crisis, 
according to HSI. “If we 
could do something to re-
duce demand here, reduce 
demand in China, maybe 
wipe it out, that will help 
rhinos in Africa,” said Te-
resa Telecky, director of 
the wildlife department at 
HSI. —Reuters

Kishida reiterated 
Japan’s long-standing po-
sition that it has no plans 
to possess nuclear weap-
ons. During his campaign, 
Trump left open the pos-
sibility that Japan — the 

only country to have suf-
fered a nuclear bombing 
— might adopt nuclear 
weapons.

“I don’t believe Japan 
will possess nuclear arms. 
This principle won’t 

Philippine leader 
threatens tough measures 
to boost drugs war
MANILA — Philippine 
President Rodrigo Duterte 
has warned he may use 
his executive power to 
suspend a legal safeguard 
against arbitrary arrest and 
detention, and was willing 
to use drastic measures and 
even go to jail to make his 
war on drugs a success.

The former prosecu-
tor, dubbed “the punisher” 
and elected on promises of 
a fierce campaign to stop 
crime and illicit drugs, said 
there were so many narcot-
ics suspects on his wanted 
list that building cases one-
by-one took too much time 
and manpower.

He was therefore con-
sidering suspending a writ 
of habeas corpus, which 
requires the state to justify 
arrests and detentions.

“I am the president. Of 
course I have the powers,” 
he said at the launch of a 
foundation late on Friday.

“I can be ordered by 
the Supreme Court to stop 
it, but there are things that 

they cannot, and maybe, I 
will not, stop.

“I can go to jail. File 
all the charges that you can 
think of. But this country, 
in my time, will not deteri-
orate any further.”

In the absence of the 
writ, police would be able 
to detain suspects without 
warrant and hold them for 
three days without charge.

According to the con-
stitution, the president may 
“in case of invasion or re-
bellion, when the public 
safety requires it”, suspend 
the writ for periods of up to 
60 days. The same clause 
allows for martial law to 
be invoked, but Duterte 
said he would not do that.

The firebrand former 
city mayor has resolutely 
defended his drugs crack-
down and chastised anyone 
who has voiced criticism 
or concern, among them 
the European Union, US 
President Barack Obama 
and UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon.—Reuters
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People march toward the Presidential Blue House during a rally calling for President Park Geun-hye to step down in 
central Seoul, South Korea, on 12 November, 2016. The sign reads: ‘Step down Park Geun-hye.’ Photo: ReuteRs

Prosecutors to question South Korean president over political scandal
SEOUL —  South Korean 
prosecutors will question 
President Park Geun-hye 
over a political corrup-
tion scandal engulfing her 
presidency, an official said 
on Sunday, the first time a 
sitting president will be 
questioned by prosecutors 
over a criminal case.

Hundreds of thou-
sands marched in the 
capital Seoul on Saturday 
demanding Park resign. 
Many protesters said Park, 
whose public support has 
dropped to the lowest 
point ever for a democrat-
ically elected South Kore-
an leader at 5 percent, was 
unfit to rule.

Prosecutors are in-
vestigating whether Park 
exerted improper pressure 
on “chaebol” conglomer-
ate bosses to raise funds 
for two foundations at the 
centre of an influence-ped-
dling scandal involving 
a friend of hers, Yonhap 
reported on Sunday, citing 
prosecution sources.

They are also probing 
Park’s friend, Choi Soon-
sil, who is alleged to have 
used her ties to the pres-
ident to meddle in state 
affairs and wield influence 
in the cultural and sports 
communities, a prosecutor 
has previously said.

Prosecutors have al-
ready questioned the de 
facto head of Samsung 
Group SAGR.UL Jay Y. 

Japan conducts defense drill 
to fight illegal entry of  
armed fishermen
TOKYO — Japan’s 
Self-Defence Forces, 
coast guard and police 
have conducted their first 
joint drill to cope with an 
illegal entry of armed fish-
ermen on a remote island, 
a government source said 
Saturday, amid tension 
with China over a group 
of islands in the East Chi-
na Sea.

The exercise was held 
on an island in Kagoshima 
Prefecture Friday as Chi-
nese government vessels 
repeatedly entered Japan’s 
territorial waters around 
the Japanese controlled 
Senkaku Islands, claimed 
by China which calls them 
Diaoyu, in Okinawa Pre-
fecture south of Kagoshi-
ma, with the Japan Coast 
Guard reporting the latest 
breach Saturday.

The source said the 
drill, aimed at increasing 
the coordination and ca-

pability of the police, the 
coast guard and SDF, did 
not assume any specific 
country or place.

The three parties ex-
amined their collaboration 
based on a scenario that 
armed fishermen illegally 
landed on the island — a 
situation defined as a so-
called “gray zone” inci-
dent that is short of an 
organized, premeditated 
attack of force by another 
country but poses a threat 
of violating Japan’s sover-
eignty.

The exercise could 
trigger protest from Chi-
na as it came after Bei-
jing agreed in September 
with Japan to accelerate 
discussions for an early 
introduction of a maritime 
and aerial communication 
mechanism designed to 
avoid accidental clashes in 
the East China Sea.

According to the 

source, dozens of troops 
from each organ partici-
pated in the undisclosed 
drill held on the island 
of Eniyabanare on the 
Amami islands chain in 
Kagoshima, mobilizing a 
helicopter and patrol ves-
sel.

The coast guard re-
stricted armed fishermen 
approaching by boats on 
the sea followed by re-
sponses by the police 
and SDF to the fishermen 
who landed on the island, 
the source said. In July 
last year, the coast guard 
and Maritime Self-De-
fence Force conducted a 
drill in waters around Izu 
Oshima Island south of 
Tokyo based on a “gray 
zone” scenario in which 
a foreign military ves-
sel was making suspi-
cious movements in Ja-
pan’s territorial waters. 
—Kyodo News

Lee and the chairmen of 
Hyundai Motor Group 
(005380.KS) and Hanjin 
Group HANJ.UL over 
the scandal, media reports 
said on Sunday.

“It’s correct we’re 
planning to question the 
president but the date is 
undecided,” an official 
at the prosecutors’ office 
told Reuters.

Yonhap news agency 

quoted a prosecution offi-
cial as saying Park’s ques-
tioning should be done no 
later than Wednesday.

“Questioning people 
face-to-face is our princi-
ple,” the official said. Park 
will appear before prose-
cutors as a witness, Yon-
hap reported.

Park’s office said it 
would be Tuesday at the 
earliest before it will have 

a position on the prosecu-
tors’ plan and was consid-
ering retaining a lawyer 
for the president.

While some previ-
ous South Korean presi-
dents have been mired in 
scandals or allegations 
of wrongdoing involving 
family members during 
their terms, none were 
directly questioned by 
prosecutors while they  

were in office.
The prosecution of-

fice official confirmed 
the chairman of Hyundai 
Motor, Chung Mong-koo, 
was questioned on Satur-
day but declined to con-
firm whether the other 
chaebol bosses had met 
prosecutors.

A Korean Air Lines 
(003490.KS) spokesman 
confirmed that Cho Yang-

ho, who is chairman of 
Hanjin and South Korea’s 
largest airline, had ap-
peared for questioning but 
did not elaborate further.

A Hyundai Motor 
spokesman declined to 
comment and Samsung 
Group could not immedi-
ately confirm the reports 
of prosecutors questioning 
their respective officials.

Park faces intense 
pressure from the pub-
lic and parliament to step 
down over the scandal, 
but the main opposition 
parties have not raised the 
possibility of initiating 
impeachment proceed-
ings.

The presidential of-
fice said earlier on Sunday 
that Park was “earnestly 
considering ways to nor-
malise state affairs” and 
that she had “heard the 
voices of the people at the 
rally”.

Park has said she had 
discussed with conglom-
erate heads in July last 
year her desire for them 
to contribute more for cul-
ture without elaborating.

South Korean pros-
ecutors raided Samsung 
Electronics last week as 
part of the probe over 
the scandal and whether 
the company separately 
gave millions of euros to 
a company controlled by 
Choi and her daughter. 
—Reuters
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— news in brief

shooting at new York mall, no injuries 
reported

Magnitude 7.4 earthquake strikes near 
Christchurch, new Zealand — UsGs

iraqi troops say recapture nimrud, site of 
Assyrian city
BAGHDAD  —  Iraqi soldiers have captured Nimrud, the site of 
an ancient Assyrian city overrun by Islamic State militants two 
years ago, a military statement said on Sunday.

“Troops from the Ninth Armoured Division liberated Nimrud 
town completely and raised the Iraqi flag above its buildings,” the 
statement said. The town of Nimrud lies 1 km (less than 1 mile) 
west of the ruins of the old city.—Reuters

Clinton blames fbi’s Comey for 
her defeat in call with donors
NEW YORK/WASHINGTON  
—  Hillary Clinton blamed FBI 
director James Comey for her 
stunning defeat in Tuesday’s 
presidential election in a confer-
ence call with her top campaign 
funders on Saturday, according 
to two participants who were on 
the call.

Clinton was projected by 
nearly every national public opin-
ion poll as the heavy favourite 
going into Tuesday’s race. In-
stead, Republican Donald Trump 
won the election, shocking many 
throughout the nation and prompt-
ing widespread protests.

Clinton has kept a low pro-
file since her defeat after deliv-
ering her concession speech on 
Wednesday morning.

Clinton told her supporters 
on Saturday that her team had 
drafted a memo that looked at 
the changing opinion polls lead-
ing up to the election and that the 
letter from Comey proved to be a 
turning point. She said Comey’s 
decision to go public with the re-
newed examination of her email 
server had caused an erosion of 
support in the upper Midwest, ac-
cording to three people familiar 
with the call.

Clinton lost in Wisconsin, 
the first time since 1984 that the 
state favoured the Republican 
candidate in a presidential elec-
tion. Although the final result in 
Michigan has still not been tal-
lied, it is leaning Republican, in a 
state that last favoured the Repub-
lican nominee in 1988.

Comey sent a letter to Con-
gress only days before the elec-
tion announcing that he was re-
instating an investigation into 
whether Clinton mishandled clas-
sified information when she used 
a private email server while sec-
retary of state from 2009 to 2012.

Hillary Clinton attends an 
event where she addressed her 
staff and supporters about the 
results of the Us election at a 

hotel in the Manhattan borough 
of new York, Us, 9 november, 

2016. Photo: ReuteRs

NEW YORK  —  A shooting incident occurred Saturday at a shop-
ping mall in a town west of Albany, the capital of New York, local 
police confirmed.

The shots were heard at Crossgates Mall, Guilderland, about 
three hours drive north of Lower Manhattan, Saturday afternoon, 
an officer with Albany’s LGBT Liaison for the Police Department 
told Xinhua via phone.

There were no immediate reports of injuries, and the officer 
had no knowledge if anyone were arrested as the incident took 
place in the city sharing a border with Albany, the officer said.

Dozens of officers, many with assault weapons, could be seen 
milling around the mall and every entrance to the mall was blocked 
off, local media reported.

Shoppers and mall employees were directed to evacuate to the 
parking lots.—Xinhua

An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.4 struck 91 km (57 miles) 
north-northeast of the city of Christchurch, New Zealand just after 
midnight (1102 GMT Sunday), the US Geological Survey said.

Christchurch is the biggest city on New Zealand’s South Is-
land. A 6.3 quake there in February 2011 killed 185 people and 
caused widespread damage.

The US Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre said there was no 
tsunami threat from Monday’s quake.—Reuters

french far-right leader hopes for Trump-
like win in 2016 election

four children injured in suspected 
militant attack on indonesia church

LONDON —  Donald Trump’s election win was a victory of the 
people against the elite, France’s far-right National Front par-
ty leader Marine Le Pen said on Sunday, adding she hoped the 
French people would follow suit next year.

Opinion polls show Le Pen likely to win the first round of 
French presidential elections next April but lose the runoff round 
in May to whoever should be her opponent.

Asked during an interview with the BBC’s Andrew Marr 
show if Trump’s victory in the United States made her own elec-
tion win more likely, Le Pen said: “He made possible what had 
previously been presented as impossible so it is really the victory 
of the people against the elite.”

“So if I can draw a parallel with France then yes I wish that 
in France also the people up-end the table, the table around which 
the elites are dividing up what should go to the French people,” 
she said, according to a translation into English provided by the 
BBC.—Reuters

fbi Director James Comey 
testifies before a House 
Homeland security Committee 
hearing on Capitol Hill in 
washington, Us on 14  July, 2016. 
Photo: ReuteRs

Comey announced a week 
later that he had reviewed emails 
and continued to believe she 
should not be prosecuted, but 
the political damage was already 
done.

Clinton told donors that 
Trump was able to seize on both 
of Comey’s announcements and 
use them to attack her, according 
to two participants on the call.

While the second letter 
cleared her of wrongdoing, Clin-
ton said that it reinforced to 
Trump’s supporters that the sys-
tem was rigged in her favour and 
motivated them to mobilise on 
Election Day.

The memo prepared by Clin-
ton’s campaign, a copy of which 
was seen by Reuters, said voters 
who decided which candidate 
to support in the last week were 
more likely to support Trump 
than Clinton.

“In the end, late breaking de-
velopments in the race proved one 
hurdle too many for us to over-

come,” the memo concludes.
A spokesperson for the FBI 

could not immediately be reached 
for comment.

On the phone call, Dennis 
Chang, who served as Clinton’s 
finance chair, said her campaign 
and the national party had raised 
more than $900 million from 
more than 3 million individual 
donors, according to the two par-
ticipants who spoke to Reuters.

As Clinton gave her account 
to donors, Trump hunkered down 
at Trump Tower with members of 
the transition team announced on 
Friday and tasked with selecting 
the 15 Cabinet posts and thou-
sands of political appointment 
jobs.

Kellyanne Conway, who 
served as his campaign manag-
er, said on Saturday that the an 
announcement of a new chief of 
staff is “imminent.” Two candi-
dates whose names have surfaced 
as contenders for the top White 
House job are campaign CEO 
Steve Bannon and Republican 
National Committee Chairman 
Reince Priebus.

Trump will deliver a speech 
about his plans moving forward 
in the coming days and may un-
dertake a national victory tour, 
Conway said, without provid-
ing further details. He will be 
sworn in on 20 January. The 
president-elect plans to keep his 
communication channels open. 
In an interview with CBS’ “60 
Minutes” that will air on Sunday, 
Trump said he isn’t ready to give 
up his Twitter account, where he 
routinely posted controversial 
statements during the campaign 
that unleashed harsh criticism.

“I’m going to be very re-
strained, if I use it at all, I’m go-
ing to be very restrained,” Trump 
said. —Reuters

JAKARTA — Indonesian authorities on Sunday arrested a sus-
pected militant who threw an explosive device at a church in the 
eastern island of Borneo and injured four children.

Police in East Kalimantan province said the attacker had been 
imprisoned on terrorism charges in the past.

“A suspected low-impact bomb was thrown...Four children 
were injured and four motorcycles were damaged,” East Kalim-
antan police spokesman Fajar Setiawan said, adding police were 
looking into links with radical networks.

The attack took place at 10am in the parking lot of Oikumene 
church in the town of Samarinda.

Indonesia has seen a string of Islamic State-linked attacks this 
year, the biggest of which was a gun and bomb assault in the capi-
tal Jakarta that killed four people.—Reuters
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According to Myanmar calendar, each month has its 
particular festival. Most are related with religious 
events. As per Myanmar’s nature of being in the 

habit of giving freely, many kinds of donation attend Myan-
mar festivals. Of them, soup kitchens are commonly found 
almost in all seasonal festivals. “Oxford Advanced Ameri-
can Dictionary” defines the word as a place where people 
who have no money can get soup and other food free. Thus, 
I think it will be suitable to render it in Myanmar as စတုဒီသာ 
meaning four directions. Nowadays, it is very pleasant to 
see the poor as well as well-to-do people come to join the 
community event for delicious meal. This custom can be 
said to date back many years ago in our nation. It is custom-
ary for us to provide food and other necessary commodities 
to flood, fire, quakes and storm victims at the time of any 
disasters. This kind is home-to-site (soup kitchen) delivery, 
to coin a phrase.  

“Going on a 7-day fast or going without water for a 
morning period will put you to a sure death”, as a Myanmar 
saying goes. A scarcity of drinking water is still a ubiquitous 
problem in dry areas of our country. There seems to be an 
element of hyperbole in claiming that we had ever experi-
enced a severe drought in our arid zone so much so that 
there was no enough water to extinguish an outbreak of fire 
in a village of our home town, some two decades ago. Now 
water shortage problem has been solved out to some extent, 
thanks to the governments’ efforts, Samaritan groups in the 
country, NGOs and INGOs. 

Some people used to say proudly that there has been no 
one who has starved to death in Myanmar, as the country is 
the one which has been producing much paddy. And the 
plan to alleviate poverty is being implemented. Undeniably, 
yet, high unemployment rate, increasing commodity pric-
es—legacy left by previous regimes, are still difficult prob-
lems for the incumbent government to solve in a short peri-
od of time. But there are many orphans and decrepit old 
people left in the lurch by their families because of their 
poor conditions. They are greatly in need of much help from 
us for their survival. 

Institutions and foundations performing social activi-
ties are mushrooming these days. Wonderfully enough, 
most of those activists in the philanthropic works are youths 
and middle-aged ones. In this age when most are claiming 
“Self, self, self”, the obliging younger generation is depict-
ing their noble inner self.  If we can ignite their hid-
den capacities and lead them to a paradigm shift on life, I 
dare say that everywhere will be full of active citizens and 
their activities will help our government build the country 
into a Modernized Democratic Federal Union. In fact, each 
and every one of us is responsible to actively and voluntarily 
participate for the betterment of our society, believing in 
the importance of emergence of Samaritan activities such as 
soup kitchen more and more in the time of our govern-
ment’s nation-building.

Festivals of the month “Tazaungmon” Part I
We appreciate your feedback and contributions. If you have any comments 
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globalnewlightofmyanmar.com with your name and title.
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Khin Maung Oo

Soup kitchens in Myanmar 
which people from all walks 
of life join in

Maha Saddhamma Jotikadhaja Sithu, 
Dr. Khin Maung Nyunt 

Tazaungmon the 8th 
month in myanmar lunar 
calendar approximately 

corresponds to november. It is the 
first month of Myanmar cold sea-
son covering four month period 
Tazaungmon [november], nattaw 
[December], Pyatho [January] and 
Tabodwe [February]. If the climate 
is clement, rain has withdrawn and 
open season begins in this month 
with clear blue sky and cool north-
east wind from the icy land of the 
north turns the entire myanmar 
land into a chilly breezy state. So 
Tazaungmon is the most favora-
ble month for holding festivals of 
all nature and kind. There is a folk 
song or nursery rhyme that be-
speaks the festivals of this month:- 

အဘိုးႀကီးအို၊ ခါးကုန္ကုန္  
old man bent and double 
မေသပါနဲ႔အုံး
Don’t die so soon, 
ေနာင္ႏွစ္ခါ၊ တန္ေဆာင္မုန္း 
For watch again the pwes [Festi-
vals] at next 
ပြၾဲကည့္ပါအုံး
Tazaungmon’s fullmoon. 

Astrological name of 
Tazaungmon is Bjeihsa [Scorpio. 
Vrischika] Scorpion is its zodiacal 
sign. a particular creeper species 
called in myanmar Kha wei [an-
gular luffa plant]  with gold colour 
fragrant blooms and tender sweet 
fruits either grows wild or cultivat-
ed for vegetable is the designated 
flower of this month. At mid night 
in the clear blue firmament an as-
terism Kyattika shines astride with 
the moon. 

Festivals held in this month 
may be classified into three cat-
egories- pre. Buddhist, Buddhist 
and post Buddhist. as the month 
is clear of all kinds of pollutions 
[mist. snow, haze, clouds, smoke 
ဆီးႏွင္းျမဴ တိမ္သူရိန္ မီးခိုးညစ္ မ်ိဳ းကင္းကြာ 
လတ္ေဆာင္ မဟာ] all heavenly bod-
ies are visible to naked eyes. In the 
pre-Buddhist time. myanmar peo-
ple worshipped natural phenome-
na. Heavenly bodies were believed 
to exercise their influence upon 
human life and career. They were 
therefore propitiated for favour. 
The festival of propitiation of con-
stellations and planets including the 
Sun and the moon known as net 
Khat Thabin was held in Tazaung-
mon. Light festival of Tazaungmon 
originally was the net Khat Thabin 
festival —lights were lit to dedicate 
them to all heavenly bodies. There 
are 27 constellations, according 
to myanmar astrology, which all 
come out in the sky of Tazaung-
mon. These 27 are as follows:-

1. asavani 
2. Barani 
3. Kyattika 
4. Rohani 

5. migasi 
6. Bhadra
7. Punnaphusshu 
8. Phussha 
9. assalissa 
10. magha 
11. Pyubbaparagunni 
12. uttaraparagunni
13. Hassada 
14. Cittara 
15. Swadi 
16. Visakha 
17. anurada 
18. Jettha 
19. mula 
20. Pruppasan 
21. uttarasan 
22. Sarawun 
23. Dhanasiddha 
24. Sattabhissha 
25. Pyuppabadrapaik 
26. uttarabadrapaik and 
27. Revati. 
It is believed that these net 

Khats are guarded by devas. on the 
full moon night of Tazaungmon, 
Net Khat feast was held at which, 
fruits, flowers, juice, honey. milk 
rice cakes and incense were of-
fered to heavenly bodies, followed 
by illumination of light. musical 
and dance entertainments and all 
kinds of celebration. 

The name Tazaungmon for 
this month is derived from the fes-
tival of constellations and planets. 
Ta-zaun means illumination by oil 
lamps. “mon” means to embellish. 
So Tazaungmon is the month in 
which net Khat Thabin is embel-
lished by lights. 

In one of Buddha Jataka sto-
ries called ommadanti we have the 
full account of a state festival of 
Net Khat Thabin on the full moon 
night of Tazaungmon. The follow-
ing is an abridged story of Omma-
danti Jataka and net Khat Thabin 
Light Festival. 

“ommadanti was an extreme-
ly beautiful girl born of a wealthy 
noble family. The fame of her 
beauty spread to all directions- 
praising that her beauty deserves 
her to become a queen. When 
King Thiwi of Arihtapura king-
dom heard of that fame he sent his 
wise brahmans to her to confirm if 
she had the queenly qualities. at 
the dinner given in their honour. 
upon seeing ommadanti, all brah-
mans became so bewitched by her 
charming beauty that they made a 
mess of everything at the dinner. 
So annoyed by their ill manners 
ommadanti ordered her servants to 
throw the boors out of her house. 
ashamed and humiliated the brah-
mans reported to the king that the 
lady was unworthy to be a queen. 
The King believed their report.
ommandanti was married to the 
king’s general abiparaka. al-

though Ommadanti was faithful and 
devoted to her husband she could 
never forgive and forget the slight 
the king had given her. With a fem-
inine pride, she harbored vengeance 
upon the King. 

On the full moon Tazaung mon 
night the whole capital city was il-
luminated to celebrate the Royal 
net Khat Thabin. a royal pageant 
around the city was prepared with 
the general Abiparaka in charge of 
the King’s security. Before he went 
to his duty the general told his wife 
ommadanti not to come out and 
show herself when the royal coach 
with the king passed by their house 
for he knew that her beauty would 
do harm to the king. But omma-
danti had made up her mind to 
make the king go crazy about her 
by means of her charming beauty. 
When the royal coach turned up in 
front of their house, she made her 
appearance at the open window of 
the balcony and with a captivating 
smile she threw fragrant flowers at 
the King who looked up only to get 
a glimpse of the feminine idol in 
perfect beauty because Ommadanti 
rushed in and closed the door, leav-
ing the King in a state of extreme 
desire and love mania. The King cut 
short of his city tour and at the pal-
ace he shut himself in his chamber, 
refusing to hold daily audience but 
suffering alone. The General knew 
at once what had happened to the 
King. So the general told the King 
that he consulted the guardian god 
of the Bannyan Tree whose oracle 
told him that the King was infatu-
ated with ommadanti. The gener-
al magnanimously offered his wife 
ommadanti to the King. ashamed 
and repented the king was brought 
back to his senses. He recovered 
from his love mania. He ruled his 
kingdom justly till his old age. 

Ommadanti Jataka is the fa-
vorite story which is played at the 
Tazaung mon festival. It befits the 
occasion and its plot and characters 
appeal to the myanmar youths and 
adults alike. 

But with the introduction and 
spread of Buddhism to Myanmar, 
Tazaung mon festival assumed reli-
gious features and characters. Lights 
are illuminated and a variety of fun 
making is carried out but the festival 
of Net Khat Thabin recedes to the 
back ground. Kahtein festival takes 
over its place. The word “Kahtein” 
is a derivative of a Pali ward “Kathi-
na” meaning ‘Firm’ or ‘durable’. 
monks who receive Kahtein robe 
and monks who express their appre-
ciation at the offering and receiving 
of Kahtein robe by uttering “Sadu” 
[well done] three times, gain five 
durable merits. The five durable 
merits are the privileges of enjoying 
relaxation of certain rules of Vinaya 
[Priestly Disciplines governing the 
monks]. These five are as follows; 
1.  monks can go out to the house 

of the donor who invites them 
for offering food, without in-
forming the other monks near-
by. even if the donor has in 
advertently used improper lan-
guage in inviting. 

2.  monks who have resolved 
to practice the Ti-civara aus-
terity [possessing a robe of 3 
garments only] are allowed to 
go out without carrying the re-
solved robe with them. 

3.  Robes received can be worn by 
monks without performing cer-
tain religious procedure. 

4.  Even if and when an invitation 
for food offering comes in an 
improper manner, at least four 
monks and above can accept it. 

5.  Monks of the monastery where 
Kahtein robes are offered for 
the Sangha [the entire Holy or-
der] can wear these robes.
The donors of Kahtein robes 

attain the following merits. 
1.  There shall be no danger or dis-

turbance wherever the donor 
travels. 

2.  The donor shall have plenty 
of good and healthy food. He 
shall never suffer from food 
poison. 

3.  The donor’s possessions are 
safe from destruction, robbery 
or theft. 

4.  The donor shall recover the 
long forgotten or lost property. 

 5. The donor shall get wealth 
without much difficulty and 

6.  The donor shall have a good 
look. 
no religious restriction regard-

ing robe offering to monks. Donors 
may offer one piece or the whole 
set to any monk at any time. But re-
garding Kahtein robe there are reli-
gious rules to abide by. The Kahtein 
robe offering period is from the first 
waning moon day of Thadinkyut 
[October] to the full moon day of 
Tazaung mon [november]. Both 
the donor and the recipient monk 
must observe this time limit. 

one or the whole three pieces 
of robe can be offered as Kahtein 
robe. The donor must have good and 
sincere intention and he must donate 
Kahtein robe out of his voluntary 
will. The donor offers Kahtein robe 
not to individual monk or monas-
tery but to the Sangha [all members 
of Buddhist Holy Order] as a whole. 
monks must never request anyone, 
even his parents, relatives or friends 
directly or indirectly to donate them 
robe. according to Vinaya [Priestly 
rules of Monk Discipline] if monks 
in need of robe and if there is no 
donation of robe. they must collect 
discarded clothes, wash them clean. 
dye them with bark, piece and sew 
them togather  to wear as robe. 

 Recipients of Kahtein robe 
are selected in accordance with the 
rules pertaining to Kahtein robes. 
not any monk and not all monks 
are eligible to receive Kahtein robe. 

The deserving recipient monks are 
those monks who have; 

1. Observed Purima Wa or first 
lent First waning moon of Waso 
[July] to the full moon day of Thid-
inkyut [october] 

2. Performed Pawarana [con-
fession of monks to one another on 
the full moon day of Thidinkyut] 

3. Have not record of breach of 
lent vow 

4. Shortage of robe 
5. Being the most senior monk 

among those who are in real need of 
robe. 

The selection of the deserving 
recipient of Kahtein robe is car-
ried out by an assembly of monks 
in the Sima [ordination Hall]. The 
Kahtein robe is offered to the monk 
or monks who have the above men-
tioned qualifications. The recipient 
monk has to discard, the piece of 
robe he is wearing which is corre-
sponding to that of Kahtein robe 
offered him. Then he has to say in 
Pali the acceptance of the Kahtein 
robe offered him. He makes a mark 
on the accepted Kahtein robe. Then 
declares in Pali “that the Kahtein 
robe has been offered and accept-
ed in accordance with the rules of 
Vinaya laid down by Lord Buddha. 
Then he requests all monks present 
to share in the merit by exclaiming 
word of appreciation “Sadu- [well 
done] three times. 

 Kahtein robe can be do-
nated by anyone. lay or monk, men 
or women, adult or youth. But each 
monastery is entitled to one Kahtein 
robe offering a year. Kahtein robe 
must be untainted, clean, new, not 
borrowed one or second hand one. 
It is a pure religious offering by vol-
untary will of the donor. 

 The origin of Kahtein 
robe offering dates back to the life 
time of Lord Buddha. While Lord 
Buddha was residing at Jetavana 
Vihara at the city of Savatthi, thir-
ty Buddhaveggi monk from Pavei-
yaka came to pay homage to Lord 
Buddha. It was a long journey. They 
could not reach Savatthi before the 
commencement of lent. So they 
stayed at a small town Thakayta 
during lent. After lent when they 
continued their journey a heavy 
rain came down soaking them wet 
and damaging their robes. Since 
they were practicing 13 classes of 
austerities, they did not have extra 
robes to change. When they arrived 
at Jetavana Vihara, Lord Buddha on 
seeing their plight allowed offering 
and receiving of Kahtein robes, lay-
ing down rules and procedures and 
expounding the merit gained from 
this religious deed. 

Stone inscriptions, chronicles 
and literature bear evidences and 
account of Kahtein robe offering 
festival in Tazaungmon since the 
time of ancient Bagan or even ear-
lier.

• • • • • • • • •

CommanDeR-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General 
min aung Hlaing visited two 
companies which produce mili-
tary vehicles and aircrafts on 12th 
november during stay in Italy.

The Senior General flew 
from Rome to Turin at 11.30 am 
local time to visit the aRIS Com-
pany which manufactures mili-

tary vehicles with special designs. 
In the afternoon, Senior Gen-

eral min aung Hlaing visited 
LEONARDO Aircraft Company, 
an Italian multinational aero-
space, defence and security com-
pany, which produces fighters, 
aircrafts, airborne and space sys-
tems, land and naval  defence 
electronics, defence systems, se-

curity and information systems. 
 Before leaving for Turin, the 

myanmar delegation led by Sen-
ior general min aung Hlaing vis-
ited the historical museum of 
granatieri in Rome.

The Senior general and par-
ty arrived back in Rome at 6 pm 
local time.—Myanmar News 
Agency

SG Min Aung Hlaing visits defence 
and security companies in Turin, Italy 

Yangon eye Hospital, a spe-
cialist hospital offering compre-
hensive eye care services, invites 
further donations for patients who 
need to undergo corneal transplant 
surgery to regain their sight. 

a corneal transplant is an 
operation to remove a damaged-
cornea and replace it with healthy 
donor tissue. The cornea helps to 
control the volume of light enter-
ing the eye. Corneal damage is 
caused by injury, disease and in-
fection. 

The hospital normally re-
ceives around 150 corneal do-

nors a month. The number is 
lower when compared with the 
country’s population of over 51 
million, said Professor Tin Win 
from the YEH, adding that Sri 
Lanka has a population of only 
17 million but it receives about 
600 cornea donations a month.

Public participation plays an 
important role in successfully 
undertaking the cornea trans-
plant programme, said Professor 
Tin Win, who confirmed that the 
hospital accepts corneal dona-
tions from donors younger than 
40 years of age. 

He continued to say that the 
hospital allows people of all ages 
to make cornea donation by reg-
istering at the eye Bank. Howev-
er, those 18-year-old and young-
er wishing to make a corneal 
donation needs an approval letter 
from their parents.

myanmar enacted the eye 
Donation Law in 1996 to provide 
extensive medical treatment to 
persons with eye diseases to re-
gain sight by undergoing a cor-
neal transplant. The law was 
amended in 2012. —Myitmakha 
News Agency

Yangon Eye Hospital asks for more donations

Government troops extinguishing fire at Warpaik Village. Photo: Myawady (News oN Page-1)

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing visits the historical museum of Granatieri in Rome. Photo: MNa
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Afghan National Army (ANA) soldiers keep watch outside the Bagram Airfield entrance gate, after an explo-
sion at the NATO air base, north of Kabul, Afghanistan on 12 November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Taliban bomber kills 4 Americans 
at NATO base in Afghanistan
KABUL — A Taliban suicide 
bomber dressed as a labourer 
blew himself up at the NATO 
air base at Bagram north of the 
Afghan capital Kabul on Sat-
urday, killing four Americans 
and wounding at least 17 people 
in one of the bloodiest attacks 
against US forces since President 
Barack Obama took office.

Two US military service 
members and two US contrac-
tors were killed, and 16 other US 
service members were wounded, 
along with a Polish soldier who 
was part of the NATO mission, 
US Defence Secretary Ash Carter 
said in a statement.

“For those who carried out 
this attack, my message is simple. 
We will not be deterred in our 
mission to protect our homeland 
and help Afghanistan secure its 
own future,” Carter said.

It was the deadliest attack on 
US soldiers in the country since 
a suicide bomber on a motorcy-
cle killed six American troops on 
patrol near Bagram in December 
2015.

Carter said the Pentagon will 
investigate Saturday’s attack to 
determine what steps could be 

taken to improve protection for 
the base.

The attack, which was 
claimed by the Taliban, under-
lines the foreign policy challenge 
that will face US President-elect 
Donald Trump when he takes of-
fice in January.

President Barack Obama had 
originally hoped to have all US 
forces out of the country by the 
end of his term, but was forced 
to abandon that goal as Afghan 
forces struggled to contain the 
Taliban insurgency.

Under current plans, 8,400 
US troops will remain as part of 
the Resolute Support operation 
and a separate US counter terror-
ism mission after Obama decided 
to slow down a planned reduction 
of the force, leaving it to his suc-
cessor to decide future strategy.

Waheed Sediqqi, spokesman 
for the Parwan provincial gover-
nor, said the bomber managed to 
enter the heavily protected site, 
the largest US base in Afghani-
stan, and was standing in a queue 
with Afghan labourers when he 
detonated a suicide vest.

The NATO-led Resolute 
Support mission response teams 

at the airfield were treating the 
wounded and investigating the 
incident.

It follows a suicide attack 
on the German consulate in the 
northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif 
late on Thursday night that killed 
four people and wounded more 

than 100 others. That attack was 
retaliation for air strikes near 
the northern city of Kunduz last 
week which killed more than 30 
civilians.

The Taliban’s spokesman, 
Zabihullah Mujahid, said Satur-
day’s attack, which he said had 

been planned for four months, 
had caused heavy casualties, kill-
ing 23 Americans and wounding 
44. 

The movement often ex-
aggerates the number of casu-
alties caused by its operations. 
—Reuters

Children gather as smoke rises from oil wells, set ablaze by Islamic 
State militants before the militants fled the oil-producing region of Qay-
yara, Iraq, on 12 November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Fragile army gains in Mosul leave residents exposed
The fierce ebb and flow of bat-
tle in Mosul’s eastern districts is 
leaving residents feeling in con-
stant threat, even after army ad-
vances in their neighbourhoods, 
as counter-attacks by Islamic State 
jihadists often put them straight 
back on the front line.

Special forces and a tank di-
vision fighting to expand their 
foothold in the east of the city for 
nearly two weeks have faced de-
termined opposition from the mil-
itants who have launched waves 
of suicide bombers, sniper attacks 
and ambushes against them.

The army has said it controls 
or has advanced in nearly a dozen 
districts in Mosul. But announce-
ments of gains are often followed 
by reports of renewed fighting in 
the same areas which have been 
declared under control.

One resident of al-Qadisi-
ya al-Thaniya district, which the 
elite Counter Terrorism Service 
entered on Friday, said the special 
forces later pulled back and Islam-
ic State fighters returned.

“They came back to us again, 
and this is what we feared. At 
night there were fierce clashes and 
we heard powerful explosions,” 
she told Reuters.

In some districts, control has 
changed hands three or four times 
as the militants, using a tunnel 
network and exploiting the pres-
ence of civilians as cover, have 
launched night-time attacks and 
reversed military gains of the pre-
vious day.

The CTS special forces spear-
heading the advance into Mosul 
are part of a 100,000-strong force 
of army, security forces, Kurdish 

peshmerga fighters and mainly 
Shi’ite “Popular Mobilisation” 
forces aiming to drive Islamic 
State from the largest city under 
their control in Iraq or Syria.

The operation, which enters 
its fifth week on Monday, is the 
most complex in Iraq in over a 
decade and is complicated by the 
presence of the more than 1 mil-
lion civilians still living under Is-
lamic State control.

In Intisar, further south on the 
same eastern flank of the city, the 
army’s Ninth Armoured Division 
has been fighting for nearly two 
weeks without securing the neigh-
bourhood.

“We have not been liberated 
yet,” a mother of four told Reuters 
by telephone late on Saturday, de-
scribing how a mortar bomb had 

landed on her house while her 
family was sheltering under the 
concrete staircase indoors.

“My husband moved us to a 
relative’s house not far from our 
house. We walked hurried by a 
wall, scared of the indiscriminate 
shelling,” she said.

In areas which are under the 
control of the army in Mosul and 
surrounding towns and villages, 
tens of thousands of people “lack 
access to water, food, electrici-
ty and basic health services”, the 
Norwegian Refugee Council said 
on Sunday. More than 54,000 
people have been displaced so 
far in the four-week Mosul cam-
paign, and the NRC said ultimate-
ly 700,000 people were likely to 
shelter, food, water or medical 
support.—Reuters

Afghan leaders urge lawmakers 
to halt confidence votes
KABUL— Afghan President 
Ashraf Ghani and Chief exec-
utive Abdullah Abdullah have 
urged parliament to halt confi-
dence votes against ministers, 
fearing further dismissals could 
rock an already fragile West-
ern-backed government, law-
makers said on Sunday.

In a bold move on Satur-
day parliament dismissed three 
cabinet ministers, including the 
minister of foreign affairs, be-
cause of poor performance and 
vowed to use their votes against 
14 more ministers.

hours later, Afghanistan’s 
two leaders invited lawmakers 
to the presidential palace and 
pleaded with them to suspend 
further votes.

“President Ghani and Dr. 
Abdullah told MPs that their de-
cision will deal a huge political 
blow to the government at this 
critical time and urged them to 
stop the process,” Mirdad Najra-
bi, chairman of parliament’s se-
curity commission, told Reuters.

Despite the pleas from 
Ghani and Abdullah, many law-
makers looked determined to 
continue the confidence votes 
with the finance, education and 
transportation ministers sched-
uled to appear later on Sunday.

“If the ministers do not 
want to come, we will vote an-
yway to keep them or dismiss 
them,” said lawmaker Gul Pad-
sha Majidi. “This is our right 
and we will use it and will not 
let the government politicize 

this process,” he added.
A statement released by 

Ghani’s office said the govern-
ment did not want confrontation 
and respected the decision of the 
parliament, but asked the house 
of Representatives to suspend its 
decision. The Afghan constitu-
tion gives parliament the power 
to sack ministers. On Saturday, 
Foreign Minister Salahuddin 
Rabbani, Public Works Minis-
ter Mahmood Baligh and So-
cial Services Minister Nasreen 
Oryakhel failed to win confi-
dence votes and were declared 
to have been dismissed by the 
speaker. Afghanistan’s nation-
al unity government, which the 
United States helped broker 
following the disputed 2014 
election, has been weakened by 
infighting and a resurgent Talib-
an. Kabul was supposed to have 
overseen fresh parliamentary 
elections and a constitutional 
grand council to re-establish po-
litical legitimacy.

however, a two-year dead-
line has passed with none of the 
promised steps taken, leaving 
question marks over the future 
of the government at a time 
when political uncertainty is 
already being stoked by rising 
ethnic tensions.

The deteriorating political 
situation could become a major 
foreign policy challenge for US 
President-elect Donald Trump, 
who said little about Afghan-
istan on the campaign trail.—
Reuters
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Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Irrigation(MOALI)
Department of Rural Development (DRD)

Emergency Support for Chin State Livelihoods 
Restoration Project (ESCSLRP)

JFPR 9185-MYA(ADB)
NATIONAL CONSULTANCY POSITIONS

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar received a USD 
10 million grant from Japan Fund for Poverty Reduction (JFPR) 
to implement ESCSLRP with DRD as primary Implementing 
Agency (IA) of MOALI, the Executing Agency (EA). The 
Government will apply part of the Grant proceeds to engage 
two (2) national consultants which are:  

(a)  National Project Advisor (30 person- months) & 
(b)  National Financial Specialist (18 person- months)

The consultants shall provide  project management support, 
capacity development and technical assistance to DRD Grant 
Management Unit (GMU) at Union level and the seven  project 
townships covered under the project. The intermittent services 
for both positions are expected to start in  mid- January 2017.

DRD now invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from 
qualified & experienced national consultants and individuals. 
In submitting EOIs, consultants must indicate the position 
they wish to apply for and enclose their updated curriculum  
vitae (CV) along with the name/s of at least one reference with 
contact information. EOIs must be submitted in written form to 
the address below (in person, by mail, or by email) on or before 
November 29, 2016. 

Additional information and a copy of Terms of Reference 
(TOR) for each position may be obtained from the DRD web-
page: http;//www.drdmyanmar.org, http;//www.cms.adb.org or 
the address below during from 09:00 to 16:00, Monday through 
Friday, except public holidays.

Attention to : Contact to:
U Myint Oo Daw Tin Moe Myint (Project Director)
(Deputy Director General) U Kyaw Swar Aung (Director)
Department of Rural Development Tel & Fax: 067- 409410, 409447
Office No.14, Nay Pyi Taw. Email address:rbbdrd@gmail.com

Protesters hold up signs during a march and rally against the election of Republican Donald Trump as President of the 
United States in Los Angeles, California, US on 12 November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Thousands march in US cities against Trump presidency
NEW YORK/LOS AN-
GELES — Demonstrators 
gathered again on Saturday 
in cities across the United 
States to protest against Pres-
ident-elect Donald Trump, 
who they say will threaten 
their civil and human rights, 
a day after a protester was 
shot in Portland, Oregon.

Rallies were scheduled 
throughout the day in New 
York, Los Angeles and 
Chicago, where organizers 
said they hoped to continue 
the momentum after sever-
al nights of demonstrations 
triggered by the real-estate 
mogul’s surprise win in 
Tuesday’s presidential elec-
tion.

Chanting slogans in-
cluding “Not my presi-
dent!”, several thousand 
protesters marched up New 
York City’s Fifth Avenue 
to Trump Tower, the pres-
ident-elect’s skyscraper 
home.

“We’re horrified the 
country has elected an in-
credibly unqualified, misog-
ynist, racist on a platform 
that was just totally hateful,” 
said Mary Florin-McBride, 
62, a retired banker from 
New York who held a sign 
reading, “No Fascism in 
America.”

There were also demon-
strations in Chicago and 
Los Angeles, where several 
thousand protesters gathered 
beneath MacArthur Park’s 
palm trees holding placards 
including “Dump Trump” 
and “Minorities Matter,” be-

fore marching toward down-
town.

About 100,000 people 
had indicated on Facebook 
that they were planning to 
attend or were interested in 
the events in the three cities. 
Organizers stressed that vio-
lence and vandalism would 
not be tolerated.

Hours before Satur-
day’s rallies began, a pro-
tester in Portland was shot 
as he took part in a march 
across the Morrison Bridge. 
He is expected to live, but 

the suspect remains at large, 
police said.

Since Trump’s victory, 
demonstrators in several cit-
ies have decried the Repub-
lican’s campaign promises 
to restrict immigration and 
register Muslims, as well 
as allegations that the for-
mer reality-TV star sexually 
abused women.

The demonstrations so 
far have been largely peace-
ful, although in Portland pro-
testers have smashed store 
windows, sprayed graffiti 

and damaged cars as they 
clashed with police who 
used tear gas and rubber bul-
lets to disperse crowds.

Dozens of protesters 
have been arrested and a 
handful of police injured.

The demonstrations 
since the election have been 
impromptu affairs, quickly 
organized by young Ameri-
cans with a diverse array of 
backgrounds and agendas.

Protesters were at their 
most numerous and intense 
in the rallies immediately 

following the election before 
getting smaller in scale. Sat-
urday’s protests, however, 
were expected to be bigger 
due to the weekend.

As activists look to the 
next four years with Trump 
in the White House while his 
party controls both houses of 
Congress, some are prepar-
ing for what they hope will 
be the nation’s most endur-
ing demonstrations since the 
Occupy Wall Street move-
ment.

Republican National 

Committee Chairman Re-
ince Priebus said on Friday 
that protesters have to accept 
the election results.

Trump initially de-
nounced the protests and 
said they were “incited” 
by the media, but reversed 
course on Friday and praised 
the demonstrators’ “passion 
for our great country.

“We will all come 
together and be proud!” 
Trump said on Twitter.

Many voters were 
shocked by the result, after 
opinion polls failed to pre-
dict a win for Trump.

Some 60.3 million peo-
ple voted for Trump, fewer 
than the 60.8 million who 
cast ballots for Clinton. But 
Trump’s strong showing 
in swing states, including 
Michigan, meant he tri-
umphed in the Electoral 
College that ultimately picks 
the president. The presi-
dent-elect’s biggest support 
base was the broad middle of 
the country, from the Heart-
land through the Rust Belt, 
with voters in states that had 
long supported Democrats 
choosing Trump after he 
promised to end corruption 
in Washington DC, bring 
back jobs and renegotiate in-
ternational trade deals.

Security barricades now 
shield some of the business-
man’s most visible prop-
erties, including the newly 
opened Trump International 
Hotel near the White House 
and Trump Tower in New 
York.—Reuters

Colombia’s FARC lead negotiator Ivan Marquez (C) and 
Colombia’s lead government negotiator Humberto de la Calle 
shake hands while Cuba’s Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez 
looks on, after signing a new peace deal to end their 52-year 
war in Havana, Cuba, on 12 November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Colombia, rebels agree revised peace deal to end 52-year war

HAVANA/BOGOTA — 
Colombia’s government 
and the Marxist FARC re-
bels said on Saturday they 
agreed on a revised peace 
deal to end a 52-year war, 
six weeks after the original 
was narrowly rejected in 
a referendum amid objec-
tions it was too favorable to 
the rebels.

The government and 
Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia, which 
have been holding talks in 
Havana for four years, said 
they had incorporated pro-
posals from the opposition, 
religious leaders and oth-
ers.

President Juan Manuel 
Santos hopes to unite the 
divided nation behind the 
new deal after the peace 
process was endangered by 
its rejection in the October 
plebiscite. Colombian vot-
ers were deeply split, with 
many worried the FARC 
would not be punished for 
crimes and others hopeful 
the deal would cement an 

end to violence.
“We call upon all Co-

lombia and the internation-
al community... to back this 
new accord and its quick 
implementation so as to 
leave the tragedy of war in 
the past,” the two sides said 
in a statement. “Peace can-
not wait anymore.”

Copies of the new ac-
cord will be made public 
from Sunday. The gov-

ernment has not addressed 
holding a second plebiscite 
to approve the deal, though 
some opposition figures 
were already demanding 
one via Twitter.

The new deal will not 
modify a controversial part 
of the accord that gives 
the FARC 10 congression-
al seats through 2026 or 
prevent rebel leaders from 
eventually being elected to 

political posts.
However, the accord 

will not be integrated into 
Colombia’s constitution 
and the FARC will be re-
quired to present a com-
plete inventory of its assets, 
which are destined for vic-
tim compensation, Santos 
said in a televised address.

The modified accord 
also takes foreign magis-
trates off special peace tri-
bunals, although there will 
be foreign observers, and 
stipulates the FARC must 
turn in exhaustive informa-
tion about its involvement 
in the drug trade.

The new deal limits 
the work of the special tri-
bunals to 10 years and re-
quires any investigations 
be opened within the first 
two years. A key concern 
among those who voted 
“no” on the initial deal is 
that convicted rebels will 
not serve jail time and will 
instead remove land mines 
and do other reparations 
work.—Reuters
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
THE UNION OF MYANMAR

MINISTRY OF ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY
NATIONAL ELECTRIFICATION PROJECT

Invitation for Bids
Date: 14th November, 2016
SPECIFIC PROCUREMENT NOTICE
IDA Credit No. : 5727-MM
Contract Title: Distribution Transformer for National 
Electrification Project
Reference No. : C1-G1
1. The Ministry of Electricity and Energy has received 
financing from the World Bank towards the cost of the 
National Electrification Project, and intends to apply part 
of the proceeds towards payments under the contract for 
Distribution Transformer for National Electrification 
Project.
2. The Ministry of Electricity and Energy now invites 
sealed bids from eligible bidders for supply of 11/0.4 kV- 
50 kVA, 100 kVA, 200 kVA, 315 kVA and 33/0.4 kV-100 
kVA, 200 kVA and 315 kVA distribution transformer, for 
the total quantities of 5,389 transformers to be delivered 
in 2017 and 2018 to multiple destinations in all Regions 
and States of Myanmar. Domestic preference with the 
margin of 15% will apply. The goods will be grouped 
into 10 lots and bidders may submit bid for any one or  
more lots.  Evaluation and award of contract will be on 
a lot-wise basis.
3. Bidding will be conducted through the International 
Competitive Bidding procedures as specified in the World 
Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement of Goods, Works and 
Non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA 
Credits & Grants by World Bank Borrowers [edition of 
January 2011 revised in July 2014](“Procurement Guide-
lines”), and is open to all eligible bidders as defined in 
the Procurement Guidelines. In addition, please refer to 
the paragraphs 1.6 and 1.7 setting for the World Bank’s 
policy on conflict of interest.
 4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further infor-
mation from  Project Manager, Office No(27), Ministry 
of Electricity and Energy, nep.pmomoep@gmail.com 
and inspect the bidding documents during office hours  
10:00 to 16:00 hours  at the address given below.
5. A complete set of bidding documents in CD with 
English language may be purchased by interested eligible 
bidders upon the submission of a written application to 
the address below and upon payment of a nonrefundable 
fee of Myanmar Kyats 100,000. The method of payment 
will be transferred to the following account:
 Electricity Supply Enterprise, account no. SEE 

10316 at Myanma Economic Bank in Nay Pyi Taw, 
Myanmar. The transferred slip shall be submitted 
with the above application. Once the application and 
the transferred slip received the bidding documents 
will be provided in the CD.

 In case of any difficulty in purchasing the bidding 
documents, interested parties may contact in writing:

 1.  Director General
  Department of Electric Power Planning
  Ministry of Electricity and Energy
  City: Nay Pyi Taw
  Country: The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
  Email: dep.pssp.info@gmail.com 
 2. Ms. Xiaoping Wang, Task Team Leader
  The World Bank 
  Address:  30th Floor, Siam Tower. 
  989 Rama I Road, Pathumwan Bangkok 10330, 

Thailand
  Email: xwang3@worldbank.org 
6. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or 
before 10:00 am, 30th December, 2016. Electronic bidding 
will not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids 
will be publicly opened in the presence of the bidders’ 
designated representatives at the address below at 10:00 
am, 30th December, 2016.
 Director General Office, Department of  Electric 

Power Planning
 Office No (27), Ministry of Electricity and Ener-

gy, Nay Pyi Taw
 The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
7. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security as 
described in the bidding document.
8. The address referred to above para 4 and 5 are  :
 Attention   :   Director General Office, Department 

of  Electric Power Planning
   Office No(27), Ministry of Electrici-

ty and Energy, Nay Pyi Taw
   The Republic of the Union of Myan-

mar
 Telephone :   +95 67 410203
 Facsimile   :   +95 67 410077
 E-mail       :  nep.pmomoep@gmail.com
 Web site    : http://www.moep.gov.mm

WASHINGTON/MAR-
RAKESH — Donald 
Trump is seeking quick 
ways of withdrawing from 
a global agreement to limit 
climate change, a source 
on his transition team said, 
defying widening inter-
national backing for the 
plan to cut greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Since the US Pres-
ident-elect was chosen, 
governments ranging 
from China to small is-
land states have reaffirmed 
support for the 2015 Paris 
Agreement at 200-nation 

Trump looking at fast ways to quit global climate deal

US President-elect Donald Trump speaks at election 
night rally in Manhattan, New York, US, on 9 November, 
2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Tsunami hits New Zealand after 
series of strong quakes
WELLINGTON  —  An 
earthquake with a magni-
tude of 7.4 struck central 
New Zealand just after 
midnight, the US Geologi-
cal Survey said, generating 
a tsunami that hit the north-
east coast of the South Is-
land.

New Zealand’s Min-
istry of Civil Defence and 
Emergency Management 
warned of the risk of de-
structive waves along the 
country’s entire east coast 
and urged residents in 
low-lying areas to evacuate 
and seek higher ground.

Anna Kaiser, a seis-
mologist at GNS Science 
said a tidal signal or surge 
of up to one metre (3 feet) 
had been recorded in North 
Canterbury region of the 
South Island.

“That’s reasona-
bly significant so people 
should take this seriously,” 
she told Radio New Zea-
land.

The quake was cen-
tered 91 km (57 miles) 
north-northeast of 
Christchurch, the biggest 
city on New Zealand’s 
South Island. A 6.3 quake 
there in February 2011 

killed 185 people and 
caused widespread dam-
age.

The tremor, which was 
measured by New Zea-
land’s Geonet at magnitude 
6.6, was felt throughout 
most of New Zealand. Civ-
il Defence said it was too 
early to assess the damage 
or whether there had been 
any injuries or deaths.

“The whole house 
rolled like a serpent and 
some things smashed, the 
power went out,” a wom-
an who gave her name as 
Elizabeth told Radio New 
Zealand from her home in 
Takaka, near the top of the 
South Island.

Chris Hill, a fire of-
ficer in Cheviot, a coastal 
town near the quake’s ep-
icentre, said officials had 
gone door to door evacuat-
ing residents.

“Everyone seems 
OK here,” he told RNZ. 
“There’s a lot of debris in 
houses, but at this stage it 
doesn’t look like anything 
too bad has happened.”

Residents in Wel-
lington said glass had 
fallen from buildings into 
the streets and hotels and 

Photo taken on 14 November 2016 (local time) shows a 
kitchen of a house in Wellington, New Zealand. A major 
earthquake rocked South Island of New Zealand in the 
wee hours of Monday, followed by a series of strong 
aftershocks and a tsunami warning. Photo: Xinhua

apartment buildings had 
been evacuated.

RNZ said the Welling-
ton City Council had re-
ceived multiple reports of 

significant damage.
A series of aftershocks 

were recorded around the 
country, some as strong as 
6.1 magnitude.—Reuters

climate talks running un-
til 18 November  in Mar-
rakesh, Morocco.

Trump, who has 
called global warming a 
hoax and has promised to 
quit the Paris Agreement, 
was considering ways to 
bypass a theoretical four-
year procedure for leaving 
the accord, according to 
the source, who works on 
Trump’s transition team 
for international energy 
and climate policy.

“It was reckless for 
the Paris agreement to 
enter into force before 

the election” on Tuesday, 
the source told Reuters, 
speaking on condition 
of anonymity. The Paris 
Agreement won enough 
backing for entry into 
force on 4 November.

Alternatives were to 
send a letter withdrawing 
from a 1992 Convention 
that is the parent treaty 
of the Paris Agreement, 
voiding US involvement 
in both in a year’s time, or 
to issue a presidential or-
der simply deleting the US 
signature from the Paris 
accord, he said. 

Many nations have 
expressed hopes the Unit-
ed States will stay. 

Host Morocco said 
the agreement that seeks to 
phase out greenhouse gas-
es in the second half of the 
century was strong enough 
to survive a pullout.

“If one party decides 
to withdraw that it doesn’t 
call the agreement into 
question,” Foreign Minis-
ter Salaheddine Mezouar 
told a news conference.

The agreement was 
reached by almost 200 
nations in December and, 
as of Saturday, has been 
formally ratified by 109 

representing 76 per cent 
of greenhouse gas emis-
sions, including the Unit-
ed States with 18 percent.

The accord seeks to 
limit rising temperatures 
that have been linked to 
increasing economic dam-
age from decertification, 
extinctions of animals and 
plants, heat waves, floods 
and rising sea levels.

UN climate chief Pa-
tricia Espinosa declined 
to comment on the Trump 
source’s remarks to Reu-
ters. 

“The Paris Agree-
ment carries an enormous 
amount of weight and 
credibility,” she told a 
news conference. 

She said the Unit-
ed Nations hoped for a 
strong and constructive 
relationship with Trump. 
The Trump source blamed 
US President Barack  
Obama for joining up by 
an executive order, with-
out getting approval from 
the Senate. 

“There wouldn’t be 
this diplomatic fallout on 
the broader international 
agenda if Obama hadn’t 
rushed the adoption,” he 
said.—Reuters



14  entertainment 14 November 2016

LOS ANGELES — When Jackie 
Chan saw an Oscar at Sylvester 
Stallone’s house 23 years ago, he 
said that was the moment he de-
cided he wanted one.

On Saturday at the annual 
Governors Awards, the Chinese 
actor and martial arts star finally 
received his little gold statuette, 
an honorary Oscar for his dec-
ades of work in film.

“After 56 years in the film 
industry, making more than 200 
films, after so many bones, fi-
nally,” Chan, 62, quipped at the 
star-studded gala dinner while 
holding his Oscar.

The actor recalled watching 
the ceremony with his parents 
and his father always asking him 
why he didn’t have Hollywood’s 
top accolade despite having made 
so many movies.

He praised his hometown 
Hong Kong for making him 
“proud to be Chinese,” and 
thanked his fans, saying they 
were the reason “I continue to 
make movies, jumping through 
windows, kicking and punching, 
breaking my bones.”

The actor was introduced by 

Actor Jackie Chan is congratulated by fellow actor Sylvester Stallone (R) after accepting his Honorary Award 
at the 8th Annual Governors Awards in Los Angeles, California, US, on 12 November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Five decades and 200 films later, Jackie Chan ‘finally’ wins Oscar

his “Rush Hour” co-star Chris 
Tucker, actress Michelle Yeoh 
and Tom Hanks, who referred 
to him as “Jackie ‘Chantastic’ 
Chan.”

Hanks said it was especially 
gratifying to be able to acknowl-
edge Chan’s work because mar-
tial arts and action comedy films 
were two genres often overlooked 

during awards season.
The Academy of Motion 

Pictures Arts and Sciences, hosts 
of the annual ceremony, also be-
stowed honorary Oscars on Brit-

ish film editor Anne V Coates, 
casting director Lynn Stalmaster 
and prolific documentarian Fred-
erick Wiseman.

The evening was attended 
by Hollywood’s elite, includ-
ing Denzel Washington, Lupita 
Nyong’o, Nicole Kidman, Emma 
Stone, Ryan Reynolds, Amy Ad-
ams and Dev Patel.

Stalmaster, 88, credited with 
securing career-defining roles for 
actors such as Jeff Bridges, Andy 
Garcia, Christopher Reeve and 
John Travolta, is the first casting 
director to receive an Oscar.

Coates, 90, who won the 
film editing Oscar for 1962’s 
“Lawrence of Arabia” and has 
edited more than 50 films, said 
she shared her honorary Oscar 
“with all the unsung heroes” of 
filmmaking.

Wiseman, 86, whose docu-
mentaries include 1970’s “Hos-
pital,” 1987’s “Blind” and last 
year’s “In Jackson Heights,” 
said: “I think it’s as important 
to document kindness, ability 
and generosity of spirit as it is to 
show cruelty, banality and indif-
ference,” he said. —Reuters

Musician Sting performs at the Bataclan concert hall in Paris, France, 
on 12 November, 2016, one year after the deadly Paris attacks.  
Photo: ReuteRs

Sting reopens Paris’ Bataclan hall 
on anniversary of militant attack

PARIS — Rock star Sting head-
lined a concert in Paris’ Bataclan 
music hall on Saturday to mark 
the venue’s reopening a year after 
three Islamist militants gunned 
down 90 revelers in France’s 
bloodiest terror attack.

Sting, who fronted the hit 
pop band The Police before a 
long solo career, opened the emo-
tionally charged gig with a min-
ute’s silence, telling the crowd: 
“We will not forget them.”

“Tonight we have two tasks 
to achieve: first to remember 
those who lost their lives in the 
attack, and then to celebrate life 

and music in this historic place,” 
the performer said.

On 13 November, 2015, the 
assailants burst through the music 
hall’s main entrance and sprayed 
automatic gunfire into the crowd 
as the Californian rock band the 
Eagles of Death Metal played on 
stage.

During a more than two-hour 
long assault, the attackers execut-
ed some victims and took others 
hostage. 

The attack ended after one 
militant was shot dead and the 
two others killed themselves by 
detonating explosive vests.

In coordinated strikes that 
night, other gunmen and suicide 
bombers targeted a soccer sta-
dium and several cafes in Paris. 
In all, the Islamic State militants 
killed 130 people.

Adrien, a survivor of the Bat-
aclan attack who lost two friends 
that night, said: “It was my duty 
to come, to remember those who 
died here.”

As the concert hall emptied, 
another concert-goer said: “To-
night was beautiful. He set the 
place alight and we forgot our 
fears.”

The Paris attacks prompted 
the government to impose a state 
of emergency, which remains in 
place, following attacks this sum-
mer in Nice and Normandy.

Writing in an opinion col-
umn published in several Euro-
pean newspapers on Saturday, 
Prime Minister Manuel Valls said 
the “heavy and constant threat” 
of more terror attacks hung over 
France, and urged Europe to 
strengthen its defense capabili-
ties.

“And this is all the more so 
as the United States becomes less 
and less involved in the affairs of 
the world. Europe can no longer 
shirk its responsibilities and take 
refuge behind its American ally,” 
Valls wrote.

Proceeds from Saturday’s 
Bataclan gig will go to two chari-
ties helping survivors of the Paris 
attacks.

“Long live the Bataclan,” 
Sting said as he left the stage. —
Reuters

Shahid, Deepika, Kareena hail 
currency demonetisation

MuMBAI — Bollywood stars 
Shahid Kapoor, Deepika Padu-
kone, Kareena Kapoor Khan and 
Taapse Pannu have welcomed 
the government’s move to scrap 
Rs 500 and 1000 notes.

Shahid said it was an ex-
tremely important and bold step 
taken by the government.

“If we have to eliminate 
corruption, when it is so much, it 
is necessary to take a hard step. I 
think it’s still early to comment 
on how it’ll go because there are 
certain practicalities attached to 
the change in currency notes. It 
is going to be difficult.

Everybody is finding it dif-
ficult, but if it leads to less cor-
ruption, less black money, less 
fake money- which is also a very 
big issue we are facing- then I 
think it’s a bold step and in the 
right direction,” the “udta Pun-
jab” star told reporters.

Deepika called it an excep-
tional move.

“I think it was high time (we 
did it). I would not like to com-
ment much. But I think it was an 

exceptional move by the govern-
ment... I would like to congratu-
late them on that.”

Kareena also praised the 
new development, saying, “It is 
a very good decision.

When asked if she was fac-
ing inconvenience in currency 
exchange, she said, “I am only 
carrying Rs 2000 note, I don’t 
have Rs 500, 1000 note!”

Actress Tamannaah Bhatia 
said, “I know the common man is 
facing a lot of difficulty because 
of this condition but I know for 
a fact that it is for a good cause 
and eventually this will turn out 
to be the right thing to do. From 
a long run perspective this is the 
best thing to have happened.”

Aditi Rao Hydari said the 
common man is facing trouble 
with the sudden currency de-
monitisation but she feels it will 
benefit in the long run.

“People like vegetable ven-
dors and others are facing incon-
venience and I am trying to help 
them. But it is a very good step 
by the government.”—PTI

Deepika Padukone. Photo: PtI
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Oscar winner 
Ennio Morricone 
honors homeless 
at Vatican concert

Italian composer Ennio Morricone conducts during a Jubilee concert in Paul VI hall at the Vatican on 12 November, 2016. 
Photo: ReuteRs

VATICAN CITY — 
Homeless people were the 
guests of honor on Satur-
day night at a special ben-
efit concert in the Vatican 
conducted by Oscar win-
ning composer Ennio Mor-
ricone.

Morricone, 88, who 
won this year’s Academy 
Award for “The Hateful 
Eight,” premiered a new, 
short composition for the 
event called “God, One of 
Us,” and also conducted 
the orchestra in some of his 
most famous film sound 
tracks.

They included three 
tracks from one of his most 
evocative sound scores, for 
the 1986 film “The Mis-
sion,” by Roland Joffe and 

one from Sergio Leone’s 
1984 film “Once Upon a 
Time in America”.

Several thousand of 
Rome’s homeless were 
given pride of place in the 
front rows of the large au-
ditorium where Pope Fran-
cis holds some of his gen-
eral audiences. Diplomats, 
Vatican officials and other 
VIPs were behind them.

“I live in a tent. It was 
something else for me to be 
in the front row here,” said 
Attila, a 48-year-old Hun-
garian man who lost his 
construction job in Rome 
and was brought to the con-
cert by a Catholic charity.

The pope is due to say 
a special Mass in honor of 
homeless people on Sun-

Biplanes representing Britain, Botswana and South 
Africa fly during the start of the Vintage Air Rally over 
the airport of Sitia on the island of Crete, Greece, on 11 
November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

Vintage biplanes 
attempt Greece-South 
Africa imperial route
ATHENS  —  Twelve 
vintage biplanes from the 
1920s and 1930s set off 
from the Greek island of 
Crete on Saturday bound 
for South Africa for a 
12,800-kilometre (8,000-
mile) race never attempted 
before by so many antique 
aircraft.

The planes are fol-
lowing the route plied by 
Imperial Airways, a Brit-
ish commercial air trans-
port company that linked 
Britain’s colonies in Afri-
ca. The trip is expected to 
take 35 days and teams are 
representing 18 countries, 
including Canada, Ireland, 
New Zealand, Russia, 
South Africa, the United 
States and Britain.

They will travel 
through 10 nations such 
as Egypt, Botswana, Zan-
zibar, Zimbabwe and Tan-

zania and make 37 stops 
en route before finishing 
in Cape Town.

“Hopefully, we’ll 
all get there and have a 
massive party when we 
arrive,” said Vintage Air 
Rally organiser Sam Ru-
therford. The planes will 
make a stop at the Giza 
pyramids in Egypt, the 
first time a group of air-
craft have been allowed to 
land there in 80 years.

The plane flown by 
Robert Redford in the Os-
car-winning film “Out of 
Africa”, which he starred 
in with Meryl Streep, will 
join the journey in Kenya.

Pilots will be chal-
lenged by weather condi-
tions in open cockpits and 
will sleep in deserts, under 
the wings of their planes in 
tents and on riverboats on 
the Nile.—Reuters

Slovak brothers win burial competition with fastest, neatest grave
TRENCIN (Slovakia) — 
Two brothers from Slovakia 
won a grave-digging com-
petition at an international 
exhibition of funeral, burial 
and cremation services on 

Venetians hold up luggage in a protest that calls for the authorities to think of the lo-
cal community and not just about tourists, in Venice, Italy, on 12 November, 2016.  
Photo: Reuters

Thursday.
Ladislav and Csaba 

Skladan, aged 43 and 41 re-
spectively, dug a grave 1.5 
meters deep, two meters long 
and 90 centimeters wide in 

54 minutes in the western 
Slovak town of Trencin, 
beating 10 other two-mem-
ber teams from Slovakia, 
Poland and Hungary as a 
small audience cheered 

loudly. Their grave was also 
the neatest, a five-member 
jury agreed.

“We want to show and 
appreciate the hard work of 
grave diggers,” said Ladislav 
Striz, who established the 
contest last year.

“Most Slovak grave-
yards are so crowded and 
spaces between graves so 
narrow that we need hu-
man diggers instead of 
machines,” he said. “They 
work hard, come rain, come 
snow.”

“I am happy we won, 
it’s a satisfaction after fif-
teen years in this job,” Csaba 
Skladan said. “I had to focus 
on speed today but usually, 
when the weather is nice and 
I can chat with my broth-
er, it’s a dream job,” added 
Ladislav Skladan. —Reuters

day as part of the Roman 
Catholic Church’s Jubilee 
Year of Mercy. Morricone, 
one of the world’s most 
prolific composers of film 

scores, is best known for 
the music that accompa-
nied Italian director Sergio 
Leone’s so-called Spaghet-
ti Westerns, such as “A 

Fistful of Dollars,” “For a 
Few Dollars More,” and 
“The Good, the Bad and 
the Ugly.”

Donations made at 

the concert, where entry 
was free, will go to help 
build schools and church-
es in Uganda and Burkina 
Faso.—Reuters
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Garcia upsets 
Kvitova as France 
draw level in final
StraSbourg — Caroline 
garcia stunned Petra Kvitova 
7-6(6) 6-3 to pull France level at 
1-1 with champions Czech re-
public in the Fed Cup final after 
Karolina Pliskova won an epic 
first singles earlier on Saturday.

Garcia produced an aggres-
sive performance to down Kvi-
tova and the Czech threatened a 
comeback in the second set but 
the Frenchwoman was too hot 
and closed it out on her second 
match point.

World number six Pliskova 
had overcome Kristina Mladeno-
vic’s stubborn resistance to put 
the visitors ahead with a thrilling 
6-3 4-6 16-14 win.

Mladenovic will take on 
double Wimbledon champion 
Kvitova while world number 
23 Garcia will play Pliskova in 
Sunday’s reverse singles as the 

Czech look to claim a fifth title 
in six years.

After surrendering the first 
set in a tie break, world number 
11 Kvitova fell further behind as 
she trailed 4-1 in the second set.

She did close the gap to 4-3 
before Garcia held her nerve to 
break again and wrap up victory 
with a forehand winner.

The highlight of the show, 
however, was earlier.

In one of the competition’s 
finest rubbers, US Open finalist 
Pliskova wore down Mladenovic 
in a nail-biting third set which 
was the longest ever played in a 
Fed Cup final.

Pliskova appeared to be 
cruising toward victory after 
breezing through the first set but 
then lost her focus in the second 
to allow Mladenovic back in the 
contest.

Czech Republic’s Karolina 
Pliskova returns a shot to 
France’s Kristina Mladeno-
vic during the finial match 
of Fed Cup Strabourg, 
France on 12 November, 
2016 . Photo: ReuteRs

The Czech served for the 
match at 5-3 in the decider but 
lost her composure, Mladenovic 
breaking back with a forehand 
winner before leveling for 5-5.

the world number six 
earned two match points on 
Mladenovic’s serve while lead-
ing 9-8, but the Frenchwoman 
served an ace on the first while 
Pliskova’s forehand flew wide on 
the second. Play was interrupted 

as the Frenchwoman had her left 
thigh strapped by the trainer be-
fore captain Amelie Mauresmo 
took over the massaging duties at 
each change of ends.

Pliskova saved a break point 
at 10-10 but sent a backhand long 
to concede what had appeared a 
decisive break in the 23rd game. 
Yet she broke back immediately 
with Mladenovic serving for the 
match.

With the Frenchwoman 
struggling physically, Pliskova 
proved she had the stamina to get 
over the finishing line and she fi-
nally wore down her opponent in 
three hours 48 minutes.

“It’s the longest match I 
have ever played,” said Plisk-
ova. “She was serving so well 
in the third set. Unbelieva-
ble match from both of us.” 
—Reuters

England’s Gary Cahill scores their third goal  during the match between  England v Scotland  in 2018 
World Cup Qualifying European Zone - Group F - at the Wembley Stadium, in London, England on 12 
November, 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

England keep their heads to down Scotland 3-0
LONDON — A trio of thun-
dering headers gave England 
a thumping victory over their 
oldest foes as Scotland put up 
a fight before being swept aside 
3-0 in Friday’s World Cup qual-
ifier at Wembley.

Daniel Sturridge’s bul-
let header in the first half and 
equally impressive efforts after 
the break from Adam Lallana 
and Gary Cahill ensured Eng-
land emerged from international 
football’s oldest fixture having 
consolidated their lead at the top 
of Group F.

While it was not the one-sid-
ed romp the scoreline suggests 
and England only pulled clear in 
the second half having survived 
some nervy moments, the result 
will have strengthened interim 
boss Gareth Southgate’s chanc-
es of claiming the role on a per-
manent basis.

With his side having moved 
onto 10 points from four match-
es, two clear of nearest rivals 
Slovenia, Southgate now looks 
almost certain to be appointed 
the permanent replacement to 
Sam Allardyce.

“Tonight is down to the 
players they have shown what 
they are capable of,” he told 
reporters -- although he was 
equally keen to stress his side 
had almost been the architects 
of their own downfall when 
Scotland put them under pres-
sure in the second half.

For his counterpart gordon 
Strachan, though, the future 
looks increasingly bleak, his 

Late 
Mitrovic 
header 
earns Serbia 
1-1 draw  
in Wales
CARDIFF — An 85th-minute 
header by striker Aleksandar 
Mitrovic gave Serbia a 1-1 
draw against Wales after Ga-
reth Bale had given the home 
side a first-half lead in a pul-
sating World Cup Group D 
qualifier on Saturday.

The result left Serbia 
second in the section on eight 
points from four games, two 
behind leaders Ireland who 
were 1-0 winners in aus-
tria. Wales are third on six 
points while fourth-placed  
Austria have four.

Bale fired the Welsh 
ahead with his 26th interna-
tional goal when he unleashed 
a sizzling low shot in the 30th 
minute to close in on their all-
time leading scorer Ian Rush 
(28). Bale missed a golden op-
portunity to double the home 
side’s lead moments before 
Serbia struck at the other end, 
when Mitrovic got away from 
his marker to head home an-
tonio Rukavina’s cross from 
the right. —Reuters

side sitting second bottom in the 
standings with four points.

However, he was adamant, 
that he would not be rushed into 
decisions about his role.

“If you think I’m thinking 
about myself now, or worrying 
about myself, you don’t know 
me,” was his response to ques-
tions about his future.

Strachan had made sweep-
ing changes to the side that lost 
to Slovakia in their previous 
qualifier and had clearly set his 
team up to make England un-
comfortable and it was a game-
plan that worked to perfection 
until 24th minute.

A sprawling Scottish de-
fender blocked Raheem Ster-
ling’s shot, but the ball fell 

kindly for Kyle Walker whose 
driven cross was angled superb-
ly into the net by a stooping 
Sturridge.

Having broken the visitors’ 
resistance, England conspired 
to hand them a route back into 
the match two minutes later and 
would have been pegged back 
had Scotland defender Grant 
Hanley not headed hopelessly 
over the bar when completely 
unmarked.

That was the first of a series 
of let-offs for England, who sur-
vived two heart-in-mouth mo-
ments at the start of the second 
half when James Forrest pulled 
a shot hideously wide from 
10 metres and robert Snod-
grass had one blocked from a  

similar range.
Within moments, however, 

England put the encounter to 
bed showing the sort of quali-
ty in front of goal Scotland had 
lacked, as Danny Rose’s cross 
from the left found Lallana on 
the penalty spot to head power-
fully past Craig Gordon.

England’s third arrived on 
60 minutes as Wayne Roon-
ey’s corner found Cahill, who 
flashed his near-post header past 
Gordon and into the far corner.

The defeat was already 
ensured, but England should 
have rubbed further salt into 
Scotland’s wounds but Ster-
ling somehow scooped his fin-
ish over from almost under the 
cross bar. —Reuters


