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MEETING OF ASIAN MINDS

State Counsellor attends BIMSTEC, BRICS meetings inIndia

ate Counsellor Daw Aung
Suu Kyi, who arrived
n Goa, India yesterday,

attended the Bay of Bengal Ini-
tiative for Multi-Sectoral Tech-
nical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) Retreat at the Hotel
Leclayesterday afternoon.

The State Counsellor and
heads of state and government
from member countries of BIM-
STEC, an international organisa-
tion involving a group of coun-
tries in South Asia and South
East Asia, were welcomed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
of India. The member countries
of BIMSTEC are Bangladesh,
India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Bhutan and Nepal.

The Indian prime minister
and leaders of member countries
posed for photos before heading
to the meeting.

After the BIMSTEC meet-
ing, the State Counsellor at-
tended the BRICS and Leaders
Outreach Summit at Hotel Lee-
la Lawns. Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa, five
major emerging national econo-
mies, make up BRICS, an acro-
nym for the organization formed
in 2009 that uses the first letters
of the country’s names.

See page 3 >>
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State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi poses for photo together with other leaders of BIMSTEC countries in Goa, India. PHoto: MNA

Buddhists celebrate Thadingyut at pagodas across Myanmar

PAGODAS across Myanmar
were packed with devotees on
the full moon of Thadingyut yes-
terday, as the people celebrated
the end of the Buddhist Lent.
On this auspicious day,

Buddhists perform meritorious
deeds at the pagodas and monas-
teries across the country.

At the Shwedagon Pagoda
in Yangon, religious associa-
tions offered lights and recited

parittas celebrating the Thadin-
gyut Festival, which marks the
end of the holy period.

More than 200,000 pilgrims
usually come to the Shwedagon
pagoda on this important holi-

day.

Meanwhile, the Buddha Pu-
janiyafestival of the Kyaikhtiyo
Pagoda in Mon State was also
opened yesterday, commencing
the pilgrimage season to the pa-

goda for the next seven months.
Thadingyut festival is cel-
ebrated to welcome the Bud-
dha's descent from Tavati-
misa, a celestial abode, after
>> See page 2
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Buddhists
celebrate
Thadingyut at
pagodas across
Myanmar

>> From page 1

preaching Abhidhamma to a deva
who had been His mother in a
previous existence. Thadingyut

falls on the seventh month in the
Myanmar calendar and the fes-
tival marks the end of the three-
month long Buddhist Lent.

The  festivals  marking

the full-moon of Thadingyut

are commonly held across the na-
tion.

During festival days, Bud-
dhists usually go to pagodas and
monasteries to pay homage to the
monks and offer alms and offer-
tories.—Kay Khaing

Photo. MNA

Buddhist devotees light candles at the Shwedagon Pagod
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a marking the Thadingyut Festival. The Shwedagon Pagoda is crowded with pilgrims on the Full Moon Day of Thadingyunt.
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No Zika found from 30 suspected cases: MoHS

THE MINISTRY of Health and
Sports examined 30 persons from
across the country suspected of
having contracted the Zika virus,
but no signs of the disease were
found, according to the minis-
try’s Public Health Department.
To prevent the outbreak of
Zika in Myanmar, the ministry is
monitoring every point of entry

into the country, including inter-
national airports in Yangon, Man-
dalay and Nay Pyi Taw, as well as
port terminals.

The Zika virus is caused by
the bite of the infected Aedes
mosquitoes. The virus can also
spread through sex. Pregnant
women in particular are being ad-
vised to take precautions against

the Zika virus because of the
heightened possibility of deliv-
ering babies with birth defects,
according to the World Health
Organization.

Those infected with the Zika
virus can have symptoms includ-
ing mild fever, skin rashes, muscle
and joint pain, conjunctivitis and
malaise or headaches.—Kyu Kyu

Myanmar still faces shortage of skilled workers

MYANMAR is facing skilled
worker shortage in many sec-
tors, even though the country has
as many as 32 million people of
working age from a total popula-
tion of over 51 million, according
to economic experts. According to
a report issued by the New Cross-
roads Asia (NCRA), the country’s
working population is between 24
million from 32 million, with 56.4
per cent of the workers employed
in the agricultural sector, 15.8 per
cent in wholesale and retail trade,

including hotels and tourism ser-
vice businesses, 11.4 per cent in
the manufacturing industry, 7.7
per cent in the government sector
and 2.7 per cent in the construction
sector.

The report shows that 43 per
cent (10.8 million) of the total la-
bour force in Myanmar do not
complete middle school, a ma-
jor deficiency for a country that
is facing a scarcity of trained and
capable workers. Experts said this
could threaten the nation’s ambi-

tious development prospects.

Some private entrepreneurs
have solved this problem by im-
proving the ability of their em-
ployees through effective human
resources development training.

Global economic experts es-
timated that Myanmar’s economy
is likely to develop in the future.
According to Asian Development
Bank, the Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) growth in Myanmar is
expected to pick up to 8.4 per cent
this fiscal year.—200

Authorities to expose
manipulator of child beggars

MANDALAY Region author-
ities accelerate their operation
to uncover manipulator of child
beggars starting this month, said
U Soe Tint Aung of Mandalay
City Development Committee.

The authorities arrested 12
child beggars who were found
within municipal areas but no
person who trains and controls
them was found. Those child
beggars have been transferred
to the Mandalay Region Social
Welfare Department.

“A child beggar normal-
ly earns over Ks15,000 a day
while an adult receives about
Ks20,000 from begging”, U Soe
Tint Aung said. Action will be
taken against those who partici-
pate in child trafficking with the
purpose of making money from
child begging under the chil-
dren’s law and the anti-traffick-

ing law, he added.

In order to eliminate child
begging, mobile teams have
carried out awareness cam-
paigns, including the distribu-
tion of literature that underlines
the ban on begging by children
across the region, especially in
crowded areas, as of October
this year.

The authorities also pro-
vided warnings to parents and
guardians to never force their
children to sell flowers and oth-
er goods at junctions, they must
protect them from possible traf-
fic accidents.

A survey conducted by the
social welfare department on
120 street children in Mandalay
found 75 per cent of street chil-
dren used drugs including yaba
and other stimulant substanc-
es.—Aung Thant Khaing
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State Counsellor
arrives in Goa

AT the invitation of Prime Min-
ister Mr Narendra Modi of India,
State Counsellor Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi left Yangon for Goa,
India, to attend BIMSTEC Re-
treat and BRICS and BIMSTEC
Leaders’ Outreach Summit. She
arrived at the navy base in Goa
at 11.50 am local time.

The State Counsellor and
party were welcomed by Deputy
Minister HE Mr Vijay Kumasr
Singh of the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs of India, the Myan-
mar ambassador to India and
officials.

The delegation led by the

State Counsellor proceeded to
Hotel Leela, where accommo-
dations for the delegation were
arranged.

Later, the State Counsellor
attended a luncheon held in hon-
our of BIMSTEC leaders by the
Goa State Chief Minister.

State Counsellor Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi held talks with Sri
Lankan President Mr Maithrita-
la Sirisena in Goa, India, Yes-
terday.

At the meeting, the State
Counsellor discussed matters re-
lated to bilateral cooperation.—
Myanmar News Agency
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State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
being seen off by officials and diplomats at
Yangon International Airport as she leaves
for India to attend BIMSTEC Retreat and
BRICS and BIMSTEC Leaders’ Outreach
Summit. PHoto: MNA

State Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu Kyi holding talks with Sri
Lankan President Mr Maithritala Sirisena in Goa, India, on 16th
October, 2016. PHoto: MNA

State Counsellor attends BIMSTEC,
BRICS meetings in India

>> From page 1

In the evening, the State
Counsellor attended a dinner
hosted in honour of the summit
by the Indian prime minister.

The BRICS and Leader’s
QOutreach summit was the first
joint meeting between BRICS
and BIMSTEC. The organisa-
tion BIMSTEC was founded as

the BIST-EC by Bangladesh, In-
dia, Sri Lanka and Thailand on 6
June 1997, in accordance with the
Bangkok Declaration. Myanmar
joined the group on 22 Decem-
ber 1997. During the sixth min-
isterial meeting in Phuket, Thai-
land, in February, 2004, Bhutan
and Nepal joined the group.
— Myanmar News Agency

About 30 hospitalized for food poisoning

ABOUT 30 people including
several monks in Maha Aung-
myay Township, Mandalay
were hospitalised yesterday
after suffering from food poi-
soning apparently caused by a
chicken-and-noodle breakfast.
All are recovering except

for one patient, who remains in
serious condition and is under
watch in the hospital, according
to a doctor.

“Almost everyone is recov-
ering gradually, but one patient
is still under serious condition,”
the doctor from Ward 1 said.

After the monks were
served the chicken noodle dish
for breakfast, others also ate the
meal. About two hours later,
they started to feel dizzy. Vom-
iting and diarrhea followed, and
prompted their transport to the
hospital.— Aung Thant Khaing

Vice president calls for sustainable
food production in Myanmar

VICE President U Henry Van
Thio has called for cooperation
from international organisations
for achieving sustainable devel-
opment with food production
which is adaptable to climate
change.

“We understand that we
have responsibility for develop-
ment of our country. At the same
time, it needs to be aware that
developing countries can not
stand alone without cooperation
by international organizations,”
said the vice president at the cer-
emony to mark World Food Day
2016 held at the University of
Agriculture in Nay Pyi Taw yes-
terday. In his opening speech, U
Henry Van Thio also expressed
commitment to changing agri-
cultural practices that are adapt-
able to climate change in order
to guarantee sufficiency of food
for current and future gener-
ations. “It needs to be kept in
mind that we have many chal-
lenges for implementing a new
development programme. On
the other hand, there are many
opportunities for cooperation,”
he said.

The government, led by the
National League for Democracy,
adopted a new policy in order to
narrow the gap between rural
and urban while bringing about
sustainable development and to
successfully management na-
tional reconciliation and natural
resources.

U Henry Van Thio also
pledged to work for harmonious
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Vice President U Henry Van Thio visiting the booth displaying food at
the ceremony to mark the World Food Day2016. PHoto: MNA

development of the agriculture,
livestock and industrial sectors
in order to maintain the industrial
economy that is largely based on
agriculture.

The government has helped
farmers in flood-hit areas by pro-
viding them with assistance both
pre and post-harvest. The forests
that cover 50 per cent of Myanmar
are considered carbon reservoir
areas and can help reduce the im-
pact of the climate change.

The government is making
efforts to change the production
processes of the agriculture sector
to help the country’s smallholder
farmers, who own 95 per cent of
about 53 million acres of crops in
Myanmar. Ms Xiaojie Fan, Unit-
ed Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) Resident
Representative in Myanmar, read
out the message sent by Director

of the FAO.

“The theme for World Food
Day 2016 is ‘Climate is changing.
Food and agriculture must, too’.

At the same time, the glob-
al population is growing steadily
and is expected to reach 9.6 billion
by 2050. To meet such a heavy
demand, agriculture and food
systems will need to adapt to the
adverse effects of climate change
and become more resilient, pro-
ductive and sustainable’. she said.

FAO is calling on countries
to address food and agriculture
in their climate action plans and
invest more in rural development.

“By strengthening the re-
silience of smallholder farmers,
we can guarantee food securi-
ty for the planet’s increasingly
hungry global population also
reduce emissions”, Ms Fan said.
—Myanmar News Agency
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renovated

LOCATED in Yesagyo
Township in Magway Region,
an ancient pagoda consecrat-
ed by Bayintnaung, King of
Toungoo Dynasty of Myanmar
from 1550 to 1581, will be ren-
ovated as quickly as possible,
locals say.

Eindawya Pagoda situated
near Ngatahmyaw Village was
seriously destroyed by heavy
rain early this month. A group
of people including Tatmadaw-
men, monks, local well-wishers

Ancient pagoda
consecrated by King
Bayintnaung to be

and technicians visited the pago-
da on 10 October to observe the
current situation and discuss the
renovation project.

Since March this year,
measurement processes for the
renovation project have been
made between U Soe Win, an
entrepreneur in Mandalay, and
Tampawady U Win Maung, the
country’s famous architect and
archaeologist, who specialises in
Myanmar history.

According to the histori-

ans, the pagoda was built 500
years ago by the King Bayint-
naung Kyawhtin  Nawrahta,
who is considered one of three
greatest kings of Myanmar,
along with Anawrahta and
Alaungpaya.

Enthusiasts have been invit-
ed to make contributions to the
renovation project.

Call 09 259 022 368 to
reach the Sayadaw of Yadanadi-
pa Monastery for further details.
—Zin Oo (MMAL)
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Italy Embassy to present
“Italian&Creativity” in
Yangon on Oct 23-30

THE Embassy of Italy will or-
ganize, “Italian&Creativity”, a
fashion show and an exhibition of
Italian brands in the framework
of the Embassy’s Cultural Pro-
gram “Italy in Myanmar 2016” at
Junction Square Shopping Centre
at 15:00 p.m. on Sunday, October
23rd 2016.

The event will consist of a
fashion show where 4 fashion
designers, namely KuKa by Ce-
cilia Cervigni, Thwin Su Htwe,
Mogok Pauk Pauk Couture, Bo-
nara by Meme Ekpenyong, who
represent a connection between
Italy and Myanmar, will exhibit
12 dresses each.

It is the very first time that
an ltalian-style fashion show is
displayed in Myanmar.

This is going to be a great
occasion to discover the love that
every ltalian has for clothing,
which we consider a very im-
portant form of art, and to have
a glimpse of one of the best and
most recognized fashion scenes
in the world.

Italian creativity is also
about the identification of a prod-
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uct by its brand: therefore, from
October 23rd to October 30th
Junction Square will host an ex-
hibition of 40 panels showing the
history and the evolution of Ital-
ian brands and design.

The display will be an oppor-
tunity to give a privileged inside
look to 20 brands representative
of the Italian excellence in food,
fashion, cars and sports.

Admission is free, no reser-
vations required.—GNLM

400,000 holidaymakers expected to visit Chaungtha next year

TOURIST arrivals to Chaungtha,
a beach resort in Ayeyawady Re-
gion, is expected to reach over
400,000 next year, according to
the Chaungtha Zone Hoteliers
Association.

Chaungtha Beach is a pop-
ular resort and one of the top
tourist attractions in Myanmar.
It is about 5 hours drive from the
commercial capital of Yangon.

The Chaungtha Zone Ho-
teliers Association put forth
concerted efforts to attract more
visitors by implementing effec-
tive environmental conservation
programmes to sustain the natu-
ral beauty of the beach in cooper-
ation with the Ministry of Hotels
and Tourism and relevant organ-
isations.

Practicing good sanitation

conditions along the beach and
sustainable development of the
beach resort top the association’s
list of priorities to increase the
number of visitors from home
and abroad, officials said.

The hoteliers association
plans to send its report relating
to the development of the beach
to the Union government, respec-
tive ministry and experts to seek

their advice.

A member of the associa-
tion said the resort needs to de-
velop more hotel facilities, as the
beach area has seen an increasing
number of holidaymakers year
by year because of the beautiful
landscapes.

Discussions with responsible
persons to expand the hotel zone
will be made in the future, the as-

sociation said.

Plans are also underway to
reduce accommodation costs and
reset reasonable charges for do-
mestic visitors.

According to the association,
about 25 hotels and over 50 reg-
istered guest houses with a total
of about 1,800 rooms have
been developed in the beach re-
sort.—200

Crime

Stimulants seized in Kyaukme

Tun Hla (a) Nilar, 20, seen together with the stimulants seized. Proto: MPF

Acting on a tip, members of
the police in Naungpain Police
Station in Kyaukme Township
searched a motorbike ridden by
Tun Hla (a) Nular, 20, on 14

October and found 596 stimu-
lant tablets in his bag. Action
has been taken against Tun Hla
under the Narcotic and Psycho-
tropic Substances Law.—MPF

Stimulant

in Loikaw

MEMBERS of anti-Drug Squad
27 in Loikaw found 4,380 stimu-
lant tablets hidden in the backrest
of a seat after a search of a vehi-
cle on Loikaw-Namsan Road on
15 October.

The car driven by Khun Na-
ing Thu, 25, was pulled over in
front of the monastery in Pank-
houkwo Village in Loikaw.
Action has been taken against
the driver and two passengers,
Maung Hla, 28, and Htet Oo , 23,
under the Narcotic and Psycho-
tropic Substances Law.—MPF

Khun Naing Thu, 25, Maung Hla, 28, and Htet Oo , 23, are seen together
with the stimulant tablets and the car seized. PHoto: MPF
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Officials and journalists gather outside the Yangon Stock Exchange at the opening ceremony of YSX.

PHoto: REUTERS

First Private Bank to
commence share trading

at YSX soon

FIRST Private Bank will soon
trade its shares at Yangon Stock
Exchange (YSX) as the fourth
listed public company, it is learnt.

All firms planning to list on
the Yangon Stock Exchange must
publish disclosure documents
in advance of their Initial Public
Offering (IPO), including details
of their recent financial reports,
business strategy and ownership
structure.

The company will release
disclosure of the basic price of the
shares. Currently, the company is
making assessments and obser-
vations to sell its shares. The first
date of its stock trading at YSX
will be announced soon, said an

official from First Private Bank.

The public companies which
are in accord with the prescribed
criteria by The Securities and
Exchange Commission of Myan-
mar (SECM) are eligible to list at
YSX.

Currently, the SECM has
already approved six public com-
panies to trade stocks at YSX.
The Yangon Stock Exchange be-
gan on 9th December, 2015 and
the three listed companies_ First
Myanmar Investment (FMI), My-
anmar Thilawa SEZ Holdings
Public Limited (MTSH) and My-
anmar Citizens Bank (MCB) are
currently listed and trading stocks
at YSX. —200

Reconditioned fuel bowsers not allowed to
be imported starting from November

RECONDITIONED fuel bowsers
will no longer be permitted to be
imported beginning in November
because of their weakness in se-
curity and capacity, which could
trigger the outbreak of fire and
other hazards, said an official from
the Ministry of Commerce.

“The commerce ministry
will not allow. The import of the
reconditioned fuel bowsers to en-
sure there is no harm to the pub-
lic”, an official said.

The reconditioned bowsers,
fuel tankers that are usually used
to deliver fuel to aircraft at air-

fields and ports, are mostly im-
ported from Japan, where they are
structurally reconditioned. Cur-
rently, 17 fuel bowsers allegedly
reconditioned are maintained at
Yangon ports. These bowsers will
be the last to be granted permits
for legal use, it is learnt. —200

Sesame powder from Magwe mill to be exported to South Korea

ABOUT 100 containers of sesame
powder manufactured in a Magwe
sesame mill will be exported to
South Korea, it is learnt.

This factory was built on 7
acres of land near Sartinekan vil-
lage, 3 miles away from Magwe
to mill locally produced sesame
seeds. The factory, constructed
by Myanmar engineers, will mill
various types of sesame seeds,
depending on the order, officials
said. In the milling process, sesa-
me seeds are purified and cleaned
with water. The seeds are then

roasted at a temperature of over 90
degrees after the water is filtered
from the seeds. The roasted seeds
are purified a second time after
the seeds are cooled. After that,
the sesame seeds are ready to be
ground. The crushed sesame pow-
der is then packed and exported to
South Korea.

“The export price of the ses-
ame powder is negotiable”, said
U Phoe Ni, a spokesman for the
sesame powder mill. “We will not
export the sesame powder if we
are not satisfied with the offered

price. Korea produces sesame oil,
which is mostly found in Korean
cuisine. They are fond of enjoying
the sesame oil in their recipes.”

The commercial export of
sesame powder business was
begun in 2014, with an export
of about 150 container loads of
sesame powder. Purchase orders
declined in 2015 because of the
cheap price of the sesame seeds in
African countries and Viet Nam.
More sesame powder is likely
to be exported this year, officials
said. — 200

Authorities to spend Ks100m on
development projects in Yathedaung

RAKHINE State government
will spend Ks100 million al-
lotted by the Union government
to develop infrastructure in
Yathedaung, a township in Ra-
khine State, according to a Py-
ithu Hluttaw representative from
Yathedaung Constituency.
Regional development
works include establishing
transport facilities such as jetty
bridge, village-to-village roads

and fencing around lakes and
wells, all of which will be car-
ried out in 47 target villages in
the township.

Construction of a concrete
jetty bridge tops the government
lists of priorities, said Daw Khin
Saw Wai, a Pyithu Hluttaw MP
from Yathedaung Constituency.

The majority of villages in
the state totally rely on water
transport for their livelihoods,

so local people want the number
one priority to be building a jetty
bridge,” said U Aung Than from
Yathedaung Township.
Although the project al-
lows implementers to spend up
to three per cent of total budget
for general expenses, they plan
to use only one per cent of funds
and the other two per cent have
been transferred to residents.
—Myitmakha News Agency

Goat farmers unhappy
with the decrease in price

GOAT farmers and goat herders
from Mahlaing Township, Man-
dalay Region are not doing well
because of a sharp drop in the
goat price, it is learnt.

Previously, the price of goat
was Ks45,000 to Ks50,000 per
head.

The current price of the
goat is less than half that, around
Ks20,000 per head. The market
has cooled significantly with little
demand. Some farmers who want
to keep a goat as a pet sometimes
come to purchase a male, but
there is virtually no demand for

female goats, which breed twice
ayear.

“The drop in the market
price of the goat has been occur-
ring for three months. When the
goat herders sell the big goat for
money, the buyers do not want to
offer even Ks20,000 per head”,
said a goat herder from Myitkyin
village.

“The goat farmers as well
as the goat herders are suf-
fering losses. Therefore, the
goats are returned to their
owners”, said a goat owner.
—Aung Htay (Mahlaing)

A woman driving goats to grazing land in central Myanmar.
PHoto: Kyaw Swar
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Thai PM reassures on smooth succession; coronation after king’s funeral

BANGKOK — Thailand
has sought to dispel any
concern about a royal suc-
cession after Crown Prince
Maha Vajiralongkorn said
he would delay his ascen-
sion to the throne while he
mourns his father, and the
government  stressed on
Sunday its was working as
normal.

King Bhumibol Adu-
lyadej died on Thursday
after seven decades on the
throne. He was 88.

The prospect of com-
plications in the succession
in the politically divided
country could alarm finan-
cial markets, but the military
government has been quick
to quash any such specula-
tion.

The crown prince has
requested that his succession
be delayed for an unspeci-
fied period, so he can grieve
with the people, Prime Min-
ister Prayuth Chan-ocha has
said.

The government has not
set a date for the royal cre-
mation but a deputy prime
minister said the prince had
asked that it be held after a
year of mourning, and the

Thailand’s Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn takes part in a ceremony honouring the late
King Bhumibol Adulyadej at the Grand Palace in Bangkok, Thailand, on 15 October 2016.
PHoto: ReuTERS

coronation would take place
after the cremation.

The formal procedure
for him to become king,
which involves the presi-
dent of the legislature in-
viting him to ascend the
throne, can happen at any
time before his coronation.

In the meantime, the
head of the royal advisory

council, a 96-year-old for-
mer army chief and prime
minister, Prem Tinsulanon-
da, is standing in as regent.

The prince held an audi-
ence with Prem and Prayuth
on Saturday evening and
asked them to pass on his
reassurance to the people,
Prayuth said.

“He asked the people

not to be confused or worry
about the country’s admin-
istration or even about the
succession,” Prayuth said in
a televised address.

“He said at this time
everyone is sad, he is still
sad, so every side should
wait until we pass this sad
time ... When the religious
ceremony and funeral have

passed for a while, then it
will be an appropriate time
to proceed,” Prayuth said.

King Bhumibol, who
was the world’s long-
est-reigning monarch, has
long been revered as a father
figure and symbol of unity
in a country riven by polit-
ical crises over the years,
most recently by a power
struggle between the mili-
tary-led establishment and
populist political forces.

Many Thais worry
about a future without him.

Thailand’s strict
lese-majeste laws, which
have been applied rigorous-
ly since a military govern-
ment took power in a 2014
coup, have left little room
for public discussion about
the succession.

Mourners dressed in
black from across Thailand
have flocked to Bangkok’s
gilded Grand Palace to pay
homage to the only king
most of them have ever
known.

Buddhist monks have
been chanting prayers be-
side his coffin in an impos-
ing throne hall, and they will
chant for 100 days as part of

the funeral rites.

Though the mood is
sombre, and almost every-
one is dressed in black,
shopping malls, markets,
cinemas and even some bars
have been open.

Thailand’s battered
stocks recovered ground on
Friday on hope for a smooth
transition and shares were
likely to rise again on Mon-
day, said Kasem Prunratan-
amala, head of research at
CIMB Securities.

“The market should
continue to rebound,” he
said. “Nobody would dare
do anything that causes
problems for the country.”

Prince  Vajiralongko-
rn does not enjoy the same
adoration his father earned
over a lifetime on the
throne. He has married and
divorced three times, and
has spent much of his life
outside Thailand, often in
Germany.

Though the king des-
ignated his only son crown
prince in 1972, shortly af-
terwards he also raised the
possibility of the eligibility
of a princess becoming the
monarch.—Reuters
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Philippine leader says will raise arbitration
case with China, won’t bargain

MANILA — Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte
said on Sunday he would
raise a controversial ar-
bitral ruling on the South
China Sea with China’s
leaders, and vowed not to
surrender any sovereignty
or deviate from the July
award by the tribunal in
The Hague.

Duterte said his trip
to China this week rep-
resented a turning point
in bilateral ties, but he
acknowledged there was
some public concern about
his rapid rapprochement
moves and reassured Fil-
ipinos that would not im-
pact on the country’s mar-
itime sovereignty.

In comments that will
not sit comfortably with
the Chinese leadership,
Duterte said the decision
by the Permanent Court of
Acrbitration would be talked
about and the parameters
of the award would be dis-
cussed, but there would be
no “hard imposition” of it.

The ruling dealt a
blow to China’s extensive
claims in the South China
Sea. Beijing has refused to
recognise the case and has
chided any country telling
it to abide by the ruling.

“I will not bargain an-
ywhere, we will continue

to insist that is ours,” he
told a news conference in
his home city of Davao.

“The international tri-
bunal decision will be tak-
enup.”

The unpredicta-
ble president’s moves to
strongly engage China,
just a few months after an
arbitral award that sparked
fears in the region of a
backlash by Beijing in the
South China Sea, mark a
striking reversal in Philip-
pine foreign policy since
he took office on 30 June.

Duterte goes to China
on Tuesday with at least
200 members of the Philip-
pine business elite to pave
the way for what he calls a
new commercial alliance.
Among the areas expected
to be prioritized are financ-
ing for Philippine busi-
nesses, farm exports, major
infrastructure investments
and tourism.

It comes amid a tor-
rent of anti-American com-
ments by Duterte that have
cast a cloud over a long-
standing relationship with
the United States.

While he continues to
chastise and hurl abuse at
Washington for expressing
concern about his bloody
war on drugs, he insists his
strategic gambit is about

Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte gestures as he
delivers a speech to the members of the Philippine Army
during a visit at the army headquarters in Taguig city, metro
Manila, Philippines, on 4 October 2016. PHoTo : REUTERS

abiding by a constitution
that enshrines an independ-
ent foreign policy.

He spoke of his inten-
tion to “intensify” trade
ties and work closer with
China, but would not avoid
discussing what is a bone
of contention between
them.

“There will be no hard
impositions. We will talk,
we will maybe paraphrase
everything in the judgment
and set the limits of our
territories, the special eco-
nomic zones,” he said of

meeting.

“It will be no bargain-
ing. It is ours and many of
you are wanting to ask the
question. No bargaining.”

Duterte’s comments
might rattle China, which
has spoken glowingly

about the new partnership,
but may not want to hear
about an international rul-
ing that it lost comprehen-
sively, and included the in-
validation of the U-shaped
“nine-dashed line” fea-
tured on Chinese maps and
passports.—Reuters
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PM Modi, at BRICS summlt calls Paklstan mother-shlp of terrorism’

GOA (India) — India’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi branded
Pakistan a “mother-ship of terror-
ism” at a summit of the BRICS
nations on Sunday, testing the
cohesion of a group whose heav-
yweight member China is a close
ally of its South Asian arch-rival.

Modi’s remarks to a meet-
ing of leaders from the BRICS
— which include Brazil, Russia,
China and South Africa — es-
calated his diplomatic drive to
isolate Pakistan, which India ac-
cuses of sponsoring cross-border
terrorism.

Tension between the nucle-
ar-armed neighbours has escalat-
ed since a 18 September attack
on an army base in Kashmir,
near the disputed frontier with
Pakistan, killed 19 Indian sol-
diers in the worst such assault in
14 years.

India later said it had carried
out retaliatory “surgical strikes”
across the de facto border that
inflicted significant casualties.
Pakistan denied any role in the
attack on the Uri army base, and
said the Indian operation had not
even happened, dismissing it as
typical cross-border firing.

“In our own region, terror-
ism poses a grave threat to peace,
security and development,” Modi
said in his remarks to BRICS
leaders who met at a resort hotel
in Goa.

“Tragically, the  moth-
er-ship of terrorism is a country
in India’s neighbourhood,” the
66-year-old prime minister said,
without directly naming Pakistan,
in a series of tweets issued by the
foreign ministry.

No immediate reaction was
available from Pakistan’s foreign
ministry.

Modi’s posturing overshad-
owed the gathering of leaders
of a group originally set up to
boost economic cooperation. It
followed a productive bilateral
summit with President Vladimir
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(L-R) Brazil’s President Michel Temer, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chinese President Xi Jinping and
South African President Jacob Zuma pose for a group picture during BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) Summit in Benaulim,
in the western state of Goa, India, on 16 October 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

Putin of Russia on Saturday that
yielded billions of dollars in de-
fence and energy deals.

The BRICS leaders had
donned brightly coloured sleeve-
less jackets, of a style made
popular by India’s first post-in-
dependence leader Jawaharlal
Nehru, for an informal dinner on
Saturday evening.

They were due later on Sun-
day to hold an outreach session
with leaders from a little-known
group of countries from the Bay
of Bengal region whose key at-
tribute, from India’s point of
view, is that Pakistan is not a
member.

Modi’s hard line against Pa-
kistan marks a departure from
India’s tradition of strategic re-
straint, and New Delhi has won
expressions of support from both
the West and Russia over the
army base attack.

Yet China, a longstanding
ally of Pakistan that plans to build
a $46 billion export corridor, has
shown public restraint.

Modi and President Xi Jin-
ping also held a bilateral meeting
on Saturday and the accounts of
their conversation emerging from
both sides pointed to key differ-
ences of opinion.

In one remark reported by

the state Xinhua news agency, Xi
said that China and India should
“support each other in partici-
pating in regional affairs and en-
hance cooperation within multi-
lateral frameworks”.

The dispatch went on to
refer to the South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Coopera-
tion (SAARC). This grouping
includes Pakistan, which was to
have hosted a summit in Novem-
ber that collapsed after India and
other members pulled out.

The final BRICS summit

declaration was expected to re-
peat earlier condemnations of
“terrorism in all its forms”,

say

diplomats and analysts, but avoid
levelling blame over tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan.

“Modi is aware that such lan-
guage wouldn’t get the consensus
necessary to make it into the final
communique. Including it in his
speech ensures it gets wide circu-
lation anyway,” said South Asia
expert Shashank Joshi.

“So far, we haven’t seen
any indication at all that China
is softening its public support
for Pakistan. India did not expect
differently,” added Joshi, a sen-
ior research fellow at the Royal
United Services Institute in Lon-
don.—Reuters

Typhoon Sarika further weakens as
Philippines braces for another storm

MANILA — A typhoon that bar-
relled into northern Philippine
provinces on Sunday has further
weakened as it moved toward the
South China Sea, but the local
weather bureau said it was close-
ly monitoring another storm that
could enter the eastern boundary
by Monday.

Typhoon Sarika dumped
heavy rains and unleashed strong
winds on northern rice-growing
regions, but there were no con-
firmed casualties, disaster officials
said.

Weather forecasters said Ty-
phoon Sarika was packing winds
of up to 120 kph on Sunday after-
noon as it moved out of the coun-
try.

As many as 2,552 families,

or 12,496 individuals, had been
pre-emptively evacuated before
Sarika made landfall early on Sun-
day. Authorities were forced to
cancel ferry services and as many
as 160 domestic and international
flights scheduled for the day.

Damage to farm crops, most-
ly rice and corn, was estimated at
53.5 million pesos ($1.1 million)
initially, disaster officials said.

The weather bureau has low-
ered storm warning signals but
said it was keeping a close watch
on the next weather disturbance
named Haima.

“It’s still far, out of the Phil-
ippine Area of Responsibility but
it’s now in the level of a storm.
Over time, while travelling over
water, it gains strength so that’s

our next concern,” said Ricardo
Jalad, executive director at the
National Disaster Risk Reduction
and Management Council.

Jalad said the damage from
Typhoon Sarika was “not that
serious” as initially expected, but
there were reports of landslides
and flooding in some areas. The
strong winds ripped off the roof of
some houses and uprooted trees,
he said.

“We were focused in Bal-
er but local officials were able to
conduct pre-emptive evacuation
so there was no casualty,” he said,
referring to the town where the ty-
phoon made landfall.

“Hopefully, there is indeed
no casualty... Our monitoring is
continuous.” —Reuters

Heavy rains in Central
Viet Nam leave 21 dead,
eight missing in 4 days

HO CHI MINH CITY —
Heavy rains and strong winds
in Viet Nam’s central region
over the past four days have left
21 people dead and eight others
missing, the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Rural Development
said Sunday.

Quang Binh Province has
been hit the hardest with 15
dead, seven missing and 13
injured, followed by Ha Tinh
Province with two dead and
one missing, and Nghe An and
Thua Thien Hue with two dead
each.

Many road and railway
sections and aquaculture ponds

in the central region have been
submerged in water, causing
big losses to transport sector
and farmers.

A powerful typhoon named
Sakira is forecast to affect the
central region on 19 October,
which may cause a new wave
of heavy rain and floods.

Natural disasters killed
or left 125 people missing, in-
jured 266 others, and caused
property losses of some 10,500
billion Vietnamese dong (470.8
million US dollars) in the first
nine months of 2016, said Viet
Nam'’s General Statistics Office.
—Xinhua
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ECURITY forces are ex-
ercising caution and fol-
lowing the law in their
response to the attackers—
some armed with automatic
weapons and others with sticks
and swords—who launched a
series of attacks in the western
part of Myanmar, which has
not typically been the site of
armed insurgency. It is critical
time for the international com-
munity to review their policies
towards the atrocities of the ex-
tremist attackers whose perpe-
tration still continues in many
forms.
Exhibiting its neighborli-
ness, Bangladesh had handed
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It is time for international community to review policies toward extremists

over two of the assailants to
Myanmar, a welcome move
which came against a backdrop
of heightened fabrications that
a number of Muslims living in
Rakhine state face discrimina-
tion, restriction of movements
and denial of access to services.

In common with the neigh-
boring country, the European
Union-EU expressed its sympa-
thy to the families of the victims
who lost their lives in attacks
on three border posts in Rakh-
ine State, calling for conduct-
ing a formal police investiga-
tion into the incident in order
to bring the perpetrators of the
attack to justice. It is encourag-

ing to know that the EU stands
with Myanmar in these diffi-
cult moments.

State  Counsellor Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi has sent a
message to all countries across
the world that the Myanmar
government is doing its best to
deal with the cause and resolu-
tion of recent violent attacks,
exercising the rule of law so
that it can reach the best and
most just settlement. When it
comes to the recent incidents,
the state counsellor at the first
anniversary of signing of the
Nationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment— NCA has made public
that we are brave enough to

take drastic, legal action within
the framework of law, given
the seriousness of the problem
and its potential impact on the
country’s democratization pro-
Cess.

At a time when we are tak-
ing effective action to defend
against, respond to and defeat
all armed violent attacks and
attempted attacks in accord-
ance with the laws, weighing
the gravity and consequences
the problem, the provision of
assistance by Bangladesh and
the EU in the form of encour-
agement, is an valuable asset
capable of holding the perpe-
trators ultimately accountable.

The Significant and Noble Day of Abhidhamma
(The Full Moon of Thadingyut, Mahapavarana Day)

Be Sein (Religious Affairs)

THE Significant and Noble
Day of Abhidhamma (the
Full Moon of Thadingyut.
Mahapavarana Day) falls on 16th
October in the year 2016.

In the fourth week, after
attaining the enlightenment,
the Omniscient Buddha began
to contemplate and review the
Dhamma (the truth). He had real-
ized near the Bodhi tree. On His
seventh Vassa (Seven Years) of
enlightenment, the Omniscient
Buddha, out of compassion for
the Devas and Brahmas, went to
the TaVatimsa Devaloka (Celes-
tial abode) where he prached the
Abhidhamma Pitaka (Basket of
Ultimate things) for a full three
months to His deceased moth-
er who was reborn as Santusita
Deva, and also to the other Devas
and Brahmas assembled there,
hoping to make them realize the
four ultimate things for which a
Knowledge of Abhidhamma is
absolutely necessary because it
deals with the highest and ulti-
mate sense of things springing
into being as facts as distinct
from mere names.

After preaching Abhidham-
ma (Ultimate Truth) to His de-
ceased mother, Santusita Deva
and other Devas and Brahmas
for a full three months, the Om-
niscient Buddha returned to the
human abode on the Full Moon
Day of Thadingyut. According
to the Pali Text, three decorat-

ed stairways of silver, gold and
ruby beginning from the top of
the great Mount Meru to the gate
of Sankassa town on earth were
created as a token of paying deep
homage to the Omniscient Bud-
dha who returned to the human
abode. The Omniscient Buddha
took the middle stairway accom-
panied by Devas and Brahmas
who took right stairway and left
stairway. All Devas and Brahmas
from the Tavatimsa Devaloka
(Celestial abode) paid deep hom-
age to the Omniscient Buddha
for a full three months from Ist
Waning of Waso to Full Moon
of Thadingyut. According to the
Vinaya rules of the Omnisci-
ent Buddha, the period of a full
three months from 1 th Waning
of Waso to Full Moon of Thadin-
gyut (round about from mid-July
to mid-October) is retreat-period
of Buddhists. During retreat-peri-
od, all Buddhist monks must not
have to go away from their resi-
dence (monasteries, temples) not
more than seven days. Especially,
they have to fulfill their religious
duties (Ganthadhura and Vipas-
sanadhura) during the retreat-pe-
riod more than before. All Bud-
dhist monks have followed and
practiced the said Vinaya rules
since over 2560 years ago.

When the Omniscient Bud-
dha descended from Tavatimsa
(Celestial abode), the Devas and
Brahmas accompanied Him put-

ting up white sacred umbrellas
and fanning Him. At that time,
because of unlimited miraculous
powers, supernormal powers and
glory of the Buddha, the whole
earthlings could see the magnif-
icent celestial abode, and also the
Devas and Brahmas could see
hundreds of thousands of mil-
lions of people greeting and pay-
ing deep homage to the Omnis-
cient Buddha who descended at
the gate of Sankassa Town of the
human abode on the Full Moon
Day of Thadingyut (Mahapavara-
na Day).

The Full Moon Day of Thad-
ingyut (Mahapavarana Day) gas
been marked by Buddhists as
the significant and noble day of
Abhidhamma since then (over
2560 years ago). On the auspi-
cious occasion of the Abhidham-
ma (Mahaparavana Day), in re-
membrance of the Omniscient
Buddha, members of the Sangha
recite Abhidhamma discourses
and multifarious Buddhist devo-
tees offer lights, water, flowers,
incense, fragrant scents, fruits
and other offertories. And also,
Dhamma talks about Abhidham-
ma (Mahapavarana) Day are
held. On this noble day, most
Buddhists keep nine-precepts
for their meritorious deeds dedi-
cating to the attainment of noble
stage of Nibbana (supreme bliss).

The Pali term Abhidham-
ma is composed of Abhi which
means subtle or ultimate, and
Dhamma which means truth
or doctrine. The Abhidhamma,
therefore, means subtle or ulti-

mate truth or doctrine. The Ab-
hidhamma Pitaka consists of the
four ultimate things, Mind (Cit-
ta), Psychicfactor (Cetasikas)
Matter (Rupa) and Nibbana. It is
the most important and most in-
teresting to a deep thinker. It is
subdivided into seven books.

When the Omniscient Bud-
dha had preached Abhidhamma
for a full three months to His de-
ceased mother who was reborn as
Sannisita Deva and to other De-
vas and Brahmas at the celestial
abode, He said to the king of the
celestials that He would return to
the human abode. Therefore, the
king of the celestial created and
arranged three stairways of silver,
gold and ruby beginning from the
top of the great Mount Meru to
the gate of Sankassa Town of the
human abode.

Sending forth the six colour-
ed rays emanated from His body,
the Omniscient Buddha descend-
ed by the middle stairway of ruby
to the gate of Sankassa Town of
the human abode (on earth). The
Devas (Celestial beings) accom-
panied the Buddha from the right
side stairway of gold playing mu-
sical instruments and fanning the
Omniscient Buddha. The Brah-
mas (higher celestial beings) ac-
companied the Omniscient Bud-
dha from the left side stairway of
silver putting up white umbrellas.

At the time, when the Om-
niscient Buddha returned from
the celestial abode to the human
abode, the highest Brahma realm,
Ekamanta, the lowest Aviji (Apa-
ya planes of miserable exist-

ences), the four cardinal points,
the ten directions and thousands
of worlds were clearly visible
without any blockage and barrier
because of unlimited miraculous
powers, supernormal powers and
glory of the Omniscient Buddha.

People could see the whole
celestial abode, Devas and Brah-
mas, and all celestial beings in
turn viewed more than hundreds
of thousands of millions of peo-
ple who were welcoming and
paying deep homage to the Om-
niscient Buddha. There was no
one that did not wish and pray to
become a Buddha, the most noble
wish after witnessing the most
surpassing splendour.

Up to this day, we can vis-
ualize the most surpassing splen-
dour and significant event of the
Omniscient Buddha descending
to the earth from the great Mount
Meru accompanied by Devas and
Brahmas to the gate of Sankassa,
Town of the human abode.

On the full Moon Day of
Thadingyut, we all Buddhists
generously offer lights, water,
flowers, scents, fruits, food and
other various kinds of offerto-
ries to pagodas and monasteries
and also pay respect to teachers,
parents and elders. These merito-
rious deeds dedicate to the attain-
ment of the noble stage .of Nib-
bana through the most surpassing
splendour and significant event of
the Omniscient Buddha descend-
ing to the human abode from the
celestial abode on the Full Moon
Day of Thadingyut.
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Crew shortages force
Kenya Airways to cancel
flights ahead of strike

NAIROBI — Loss-mak-
ing national carrier Kenya
Airways cancelled several
flights on Sunday after some
crew members did not report
for work, the latest blow as
the airline struggles to avert
a strike called by its pilots.
“Some of our out-
sourced staff, including cab-
in crew, have stayed away
from work from Friday and
we are working with their
employer to resolve any is-
sues they may have,” said a
statement from the airline.
Flights to the Kenyan
city of Mombasa, Kilimanja-
ro in Tanzania, Juba in South
Sudan, Lusaka in Zambia,

ment said.
Pilots union KALPA
has called an indefinite

strike, scheduled to start on
Tuesday, to protest against
the management of the air-
line, which is part owned
by the government and Air
France KLM.

The union said its mem-
bers had lost confidence in
the ability of the airline’s
chief executive and chair-
man to end years of losses.

On Friday, a court ruled
the strike was illegal and
the government had said it
would be *economic sab-
otage”. On Thursday, the
airline said it had halved its

Harare in Zimbabwe and
Maputo in Mozambique
were cancelled because there
were not enough crew mem-
bers to fly safely, the state-

pre-tax loss to 5 billion shil-
lings ($49.4 million) in the
past six months thanks to a
recovery in passenger num-
bers.—Reuters

TRADEMARK CAUTION
Coherus BioSciences, Inc., a company registered under the
laws of United States of America, which is located at 333
Twin Dolphin Drive, Suite 600, Redwood City, CA 94065,
the United States of America, is the sole owner of the
following trademarks:

COHERUS

Reg. Nos. 5798/20186, Reg. Nos. 5797/2016,
11839/2016 11840/2016

COHERUS BIOSCIENCES
Reg. Nos. 5799/2016, 11841/2016

In respect of Class 5:  Pharmaceuticals.
In respect of Class 40: Manufacturing services for others in the
field of pharmaceutical products.
In respect of Class 42: Research, development and consulting
services in the medical, pharmaceutical and biotechnology
fields.
In respect of Class 44: Providing information in the fields of
health and medicine.
Coherus BioSciences, Inc. claims the trademark right and
other relevant intellectual property right for the marks as
mentioned above. Coherus BioSciences, Inc. reserves the rights
to take legal measures against any infringer who violates its
intellectual property or other legal rights in accordance with the
concerned laws of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
Daw May Thwe Hlaing, LL.B., LL.M., (H.G.P.)
For Coherus BioSciences, Inc.
Tilleke & Gibbins Myanmar Ltd. No. 1608, 16" Floor,
Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kyauktada
Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Email address: myanmar@tilleke.com
Dated: 17.10.2016

Invitation of Expression of Interest (Eol) for Cooperation
in Asbestos Cement Plant (Hmawbi) under supervision
of No.2 Heavy Industrial Enterprise, Ministry of Industry
Asbestos Cement Plant (Hmawhbi) under supervi-
sion of the No.2 Heavy Industrial Enterprise of Minis-
try of Industry are intended to cooperate with Local and
Foreign entrepreneurs.

As a first step, companies who interested in those
cooperation are required to submit their Expression
of Interest (Eol) not later than 3:00 pm (Myanmar
Standard Time ), on 28 October 2016 to Technical
Development Department, No.2 Heavy Industrial
Enterprise, Ministry of Industry, Office No.4l,
Naypyitaw, The Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

Interested entities can take over the Eol Form and other
indications at above office commencing from (17.10.2016)
by presenting the document of company profile.
Document of Company Profile
- Valid Certificate of Incorporation
- Record and Regulation of Company
- Name of Foreign’s Technical Cooperator
(For more information; 067 408160,067 408208)
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The US Navy guided-missile destroyer USS Mason conducts divisional tactic maneuvers as part of a Commander, Task

Force 55, exercise in the Gulf of Oman on 10 September 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

US warship targeted in failed missile attack from Yemen

WASHINGTON — A US
Navy destroyer was target-
ed on Saturday in a failed
missile attack from territo-
ry in Yemen controlled by
Iran-aligned Houthi rebels,
the third such incident in the
past week, US officials said.
Multiple surface-to-sur-
face missiles were fired at
the USS Mason sailing in in-
ternational waters in the Red
Sea but the warship used
on-board countermeasures
to defend itself and was not
hit, one defense official said,
citing initial information.
The latest attack could
provoke further retalia-
tion by the US military,
which launched cruise mis-
siles on Thursday against
three coastal radar sites in

Houthi-controlled areas in
Yemen in response to the
two previous failed missile
firings against the Mason.

“The Mason once again
appears to have come under
attack in the Red Sea, again
from coastal defence cruise
missiles fired from the coast
of Yemen,” Admiral John
Richardson, US chief of na-
val operations, said during
a ship christening in Balti-
more on Saturday.

Another US defence
official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, told Reu-
ters: “We are assessing the
situation. All of our ships
and crews are safe and un-
harmed.”

Thursday’s US coun-
ter-strikes, authorised by

President Barack Obama,
marked Washington’s first
direct military action against
suspected Houthi-controlled
targets in Yemen’s conflict
and raised questions about
the potential for further es-
calation.

The Houthi movement
earlier this week denied re-
sponsibility for the missile
attacks on the Mason and
warned that it too would de-
fend itself.

The Pentagon on
Thursday stressed the lim-
ited nature of the strikes,
aimed at radar that it sus-
pected enabled the launch of
at least three missiles against
the Mason on Sunday and
Wednesday.

Pentagon  spokesman
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Peter Cook said at the time
that the US counter-strikes
were not connected to the
broader civil war in Yemen,
which has unleashed famine
and killed more than 10,000
people since March 2015
in the Arab world’s poorest
country.

The United States,
a longtime ally of Saudi
Arabia, has provided aerial
refueling of warplanes
from a Saudi-led coalition
striking Yemen and it sup-
plies US weapons to the
kingdom.

Iran, which supports
the Houthi group, said last
week it had deployed two
warships to the Gulf of
Aden, to protect ship lanes
from piracy.—Reuters

Syrian rebels seize village where Islamic State promised final battle

BEIRUT — Syrian rebels
said they captured the vil-
lage of Dabiq from Islamic
State on Sunday, forcing
the jihadist group from a
stronghold where it had
promised to fight a final,
apocalyptic battle with the
West.

The rebels, backed
by Turkish tanks and war-

planes, also took neigh-
bouring Soran, said Ahmed
Osman, head of the Sultan
Murad group, one of the
Free Syrian Army (FSA)
factions involved in the
clashes on Saturday night
and Sunday morning.
“The Daesh myth of
their great battle in Dabiq
is finished,” he told Reu-

ters, using a pejorative
name for Islamic State.

An Islamic prophesy
names Dabiq as the site of
a battle between Muslims
and infidels that will pres-
age doomsday, a message
used extensively in Islam-
ic State’s propaganda. The
group also named a publi-
cation after the northwest

village.

However, the jihad-
ist group has appeared to
back away from Dabiq’s
symbolism more recent-
ly after advances by Tur-
key-backed rebels put the
village at risk of capture,
saying this battle was not
the one described in the
prophesy.—Reuters

Britain sends new military
training mission to
Tunisia to counter IS

LONDON — Britain has
sent 40 military personnel to
Tunisia to provide training
aimed at helping the North
African country prevent
the spread of Islamic State
fighters from neighbouring
Libya, the British defence
minister said on Saturday.

The training will focus
on operational planning,
intelligence,  surveillance
and mobile patrolling and is
the third mission of its kind
by British troops in Tuni-
sia since 30 British holi-
daymakers were killed in a
beach attack there.

The massacre in June
last year at a hotel in Sousse
on the Mediterranean coast
was the biggest loss of Brit-
ish lives in such an incident
since the July 2005 bomb-
ings in London.

“We are determined
to support our Tunisian al-
lies to defend against Daesh
(Islamic ~ State) terrorists
who slaughtered innocent
Britons on a beach there
last year,” Defence Secre-
tary Michael Fallon said in
a statement.

“Our training will help
Tunisian forces strength-

British Defence Secretary Michael Fallon arrives at the an-
nual Conservative Party Conference in Birmingham, Brit-
ain, on 4 October 2016. PHoTo: REUTERS

en their border security and
stop the spread of Daesh
along the coast.”

The training will be de-
livered to around 200 Tuni-

sian army personnel at vari-
ous locations. Two previous
training missions took place
in February and late last
year.—Reuters
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US Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton speaks at a fundraiser in Seattle, Washington, US, on 14

October 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

Clinton heavily favuored to
win Electoral College: poll

NEW YORK — After a brutal
week for Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump, Demo-
crat Hillary Clinton maintained a
substantial projected advantage
in the race to win the Electoral
College and claim the US pres-
idency, according to the latest
results from the Reuters/Ipsos
States of the Nation project re-
leased on Saturday.

If the election were held
this week, the project estimates
that Clinton’s odds of securing
the 270 Electoral College votes
needed to win the presidency at
more than 95 per cent, and by a
margin of 118 Electoral College
votes. It is the second week in a
row that the project has estimat-
ed her odds so high.

The results mirror other
Electoral College projections,
some of which estimate Clinton’s
chance of winning at around
90 per cent.

For the Trump campaign
there are a handful of states the
Republican candidate must win
if he is to cobble together enough
states to win the White House.

Among them is Florida, but
numerous recent visits to the
Sunshine State by Trump and
his vice-presidential running
mate Mike Pence did little to
dent Clinton’s advantage in the
contest for the state’s 29 Elec-
toral College votes. She leads by

6 percentage points, about the
same lead she enjoyed last week.
Still, the race tightened in
Ohio, another important state for
Trump. Both Ohio and Nevada
were leaning toward Clinton last
week but are now toss-ups.

However, Clinton’s sup-
port grew in North Carolina and
Colorado, both of which moved
from toss-ups to leaning Clinton.

In the last week, the Trump
campaign struggled to respond to
allegations from several women
that Trump had groped them or
made unwanted sexual advances
over several decades. Trump said
the reports were lies and part of a
media conspiracy to defeat him.

All of the allegations came
after The Washington Post dis-
closed a video from 2005 of
Trump describing how he tried
to seduce a married woman and
bragged in vulgar terms how his
celebrity allowed him to kiss and
grope women without permis-
sion.

The accusations overshad-
owed what might otherwise have
been a difficult week for Clinton.
Her campaign manager’s email
account was apparently hacked
and thousands of his emails were
released by Wikileaks. US offi-
cials say the Russian government
sanctioned the electronic break-
in.

The emails have been trick-

ling out for two weeks. Included
in the hacked emails were un-
disputed comments that Clinton
made to banks and big business
in a 2014 speech.

In those comments, Clinton
said she supports open trade and
open borders, and takes a concil-
iatory approach to Wall Street,
both positions she later backed
away from.

Since that release, waves of
other emails have been released,
among which were some that
suggested Clinton had inappro-
priately received questions in
advance of a debate with Bernie
Sanders during the Democratic
primaries.

Without Trump’s own woes,
the Clinton emails may well
have become the central issue in
the campaign. Yet with just over
three weeks to go until the 8 No-
vember election, Trump does not
have much time to turn the race
around.

According to the project,
Trump trails by double-digits
among women and all minority
groups. Among black voters he
trails by nearly 70 points. To a
large extent his support is almost
entirely dependent on white vot-
ers.

And while Trump’s sup-
port among white men is strong,
among white women his lead is
negligible.—Reuters

UN Secretary-General’s message
on The International Day for The
Eradication of Poverty

17 October 2016

We are approaching the end of the first year of implementing
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. With its 17 Sus-
tainable Development Goals, the 2030 Agenda is a universal vision
for peace, prosperity and dignity for all people on a healthy planet.
Achieving this objective is inconceivable without fulfilling the man-
date of SDG 1 to end poverty in all its forms.

Today, some 1 billion people live in extreme poverty and more
than 800 million endure hunger and malnutrition. But poverty is
not simply measured by inadequate income. It is manifested in re-
stricted access to health, education and other essential services and,
too often, by the denial or abuse of other fundamental human rights.

Poverty is both a cause and consequence of marginalization and
social exclusion. To fulfil the promise of the 2030 Agenda to leave
no one behind, we must address the humiliation and exclusion of
people living in poverty.

Humiliation and exclusion are powerful drivers of social un-
rest and, in extreme cases, the violent extremism that is troubling
so many parts of our world. But, in most instances, people living
in poverty respond to these societal ills with stoic resilience as they
work to escape the degrading reality of their daily lives.

The duty of all Governments and societies is to address system-
ic socio-economic inequalities and facilitate the engagement of all
people living in extreme poverty so they can help themselves, their
families and their communities to build a more equitable, sustaina-
ble and prosperous future for all.

The message of today’s observance is “Moving from Humil-
iation and Exclusion to Participation: Ending Poverty in All its
Forms”. We must break down the walls of poverty and exclusion
that plague so many people in every region of the world. We must
build inclusive societies that promote participation by all. We must
ensure the voices of all those living in poverty are heard.

On this International Day for the Eradication of Poverty, let
us listen to and heed the voices of people living in poverty. Let us
commit to respect and defend the human rights of all people and end
the humiliation and social exclusion that people living in poverty
face every day by promoting their involvement in global efforts to
end extreme poverty once and for al.—UNIC/ Yangon

Explosion hits part of southern Turkish
city of Gaziantep — Dogan

ISTANBUL — An explosion hit the Besyuzevler neighbourhood of
the southern Turkish city of Gaziantep on Sunday, wounding sever-
al people, the privately-owned Dogan News Agency reported.

Broadcaster Haberturk said the blast happened during a raid by
the security forces on a suspected militant safe house in the city and
that one of two suicide bombers blew themselves up.—Reuters

Three dead, dozen wounded in
shooting at Los Angeles party

LOS ANGELES — Three people were killed and a dozen wounded
in Los Angeles early on Saturday after an argument at a party result-
ed in gunfire, a police spokesman said on Saturday.

A man and a woman are in custody over the shooting, which
occurred shortly after midnight in southwest Los Angeles, a police
spokesman, Officer Mike Lopez, said. The two people being held
were not identified.

Conditions of the wounded range from critical to stable but se-
rious, Lopez said.—Reuters

M5.3 quake hits northeastern Japan,

no tsunami warning issued

TOKYO — An earthquake with a preliminary magnitude of 5.3 jolted
northeastern Japan on Sunday, Japan’s weather agency said. No tsu-
nami warning was issued.

There are no immediate reports of casualties or damage from
the 4:37pm quake. The focus of the temblor was about 20 kilometres
underground in the Pacific Ocean off Miyagi Prefecture, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said.

Tohoku Electric Power Co. said it saw no abnormality at the Ona-
gawa Nuclear Power Station in Miyagi Prefecture.—Kyodo News
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INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS SCHEDULE

YANGON TO BANGKOK BANGKOK TO YANGON RGN TO ICN ICN TO RGN MDL TO DMK DMK TO MDL
Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days
TG-304 09:50 11:45  Daily TG-303 755 850  Daily KE-472 23:30 7:50  Daily KE-471 1845 22:25  Daily FD-245 12:45 1500  Daily FD-244 1050 12:15  Dalily
TG-2302 15:00 16:55  Daily TG-2301 13:15 14:10  Daily
TG-306 19:45 21:40  Daily TG-305 17:50 18:45  Daily RGN TO KUL KUL TO RGN MDL TO SIN SIN TO MDL
PG-706  6:15 8:30 Dy PG-701  8:50 9:40 Daily Flight no. Dep _ Arv Days Fightno. Dep ANV Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days
PG-702 10:30 12:25  Daily PG-707 13:45 14:35  Dalily AK505 830 1245  Daily AKB502 655 800 Dally MI-533  15:20 2015 2 MI-522  11.00 12:50 2,6
P G20 Aris el PG M dieHils J AK-503 19:30 2345  Daily AK-502 17:50 19:00  Daily MI-522 1340 20:15 26 MI-633 11:00 14:25 2
RCL10B R0 20Q20:15 9 PO AR dpd (DRl 8M-501 7:50 11550 1,35 8M-502 12:50 13:50 1,35
PG-704 20:00 21:55  Daily PG-705 20:30 21:45  Daily MH-741 1215 1630  Daily MH-742 13:40 1450 167 MDL TO BKK BKK TO MDL
8M-335 7:40 9:25 Daily 8M-336 10:40 11:25 Daily MH-743 15:45 20:05 1,4,6,7 MH-740 10:05 11:15 Daily Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days
8M-331 16:30 18:15  Daily 8M-332 19:15 20:00  Daily PG-710 14:05 16:30  Daily PG-709 12:00 13:20  Dalily
UB-017 15:10 1920  1,3,5 UB-020 11:00 11:30 7
UB0L7 17:50 1920  24,6,7 UB-018 20:20 20:50  Daily _ RENREIKMS : M GRIRIRGH MDL TO KMG KMG TO MDL
UB-019 805 9:35 7 UB-020 9:15 945 12456 Flightno. Dep A Days Flightno. Dep Arv___ Days Fightno. Dep A Days Fightno. Dep Av __ Days
UB-019 6:30 800 123456 Coiily izl i ally Catily oy it Dkl MU-—2030 14:05 1645  Daily MU—2029 13:20 13:15 _ Daily
MU-2032 15:20 18:40 24567 MU-2031 14:00 14:30 1
RGN TO DMK DMK TO RGN MU-2012 12:25 18:40 3 MU-2011 08;15 11,25~ 3 NYT to BKK BKK TO NYT
. _ MU-2031 13:55 14:30 2,4,5,6,7 : .
Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days
FD-252 8:30 10:15  Daily FD-251 7:15 800  Daily PG-722 20:25 22:35 2 PG-721 18:25 19:35 2
FD-256 13:25 1510  Daily FD-255 12:05 12:55  Daily RGN TO TPE TPE TO RGN PG-722 19:30 22:30 12,3457 PG-721 17:00 19:00 1,2,3,4,57
FD-254 17:30 19:05  Daily FD-253 16:20 17:00 Daily Flightno. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days
FD-258 20:05 21:55  Daily FD-257 18:05 1855  Daily Cl-7916 1045 16:15 1.2,3,4,6 Cl-7915 7:00 945 1,2,346 _
DD-4231 08:00 9:50  Daily DD-4234 10:25 11:15  Dalily AIRENE CORIES
DD-4235 12:00 1345  Daily DD-4230 6:20 7:05  Daily RGN TO PEK PEKTO RGN
DD-4239 21:00 22:45  Daily DD-4238 19:30 20:15  Daily Flightno. Dep A Days Flightno. Dep Av _ Days 8M = Myanmar Airways International
SL-201 11:00 13:00  Daily SL-200 9:05 10:00  Daily CA-906  23:50 0550+1 3,7 CA-905 19:30 22:50 37 BG = Biman Bangladesh Airlines
SL-207 20:05 21:45  “Daily SL-206 18:15 19:05  “Daily SN TO TR . MH = Malaysia Airlines
Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days MU = China Eastern Airlines
: RGN TO CAN _ CANTO RGN VN-956 19:10 21:30 13567  VN-957 1650 18:10 13,56,7 NH = All Nippon Airways
Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days . .
8M-711 20:3001:05+1 5 8M-712  2:45 420 6 RGN TO SGN SGN TO RGN SQ = Singapore A'rways
8M-711 840 13:115 24,7 8M-712 14:15 1550 24,7 Flightno. Dep AN Days Flightno. Dep  Ar Days PG = Bangkok Airways
CZ-3056 11:25 16:15 36 CZ-3055 850 1025 36 VN-942 12110 15:00 2,3,457 VN-943  9:35 1110 2,3,457 UB = Myanmar National Airlines
CZz-3056 17:30 22:35 15 CZ-3055 14:40 16:30 15 VN = Vietnam Airline
a— — : — : — 3K = Jet Star AK = Air Asia
Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days g g g g
Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days KA-251 1:10 5145 1,2,34,6,7 KA-250 21:45 23:30 1,2,3,5,6,7 Al = A"‘_Indl":} A CA = AII’_ChIna
8M-23L 820 1250 _ Daily 8M232 1350 1520  Daily KA-251 1:30 555 5 KA-252 22:5000:30+1 4 Cl = China Airlines  CZ = China Southern
SQ-997 10:35 15:10 Daily SQ-998 07:55 09:20  Daily UB-8027 9:45 14:15 1,57 UB-8028 15:15 16:55 1,57 DD = Nok Airline FD = Air Asia
MI-515  14:20 18:50 15 MI-522  11:00 12:20 46 _ : _ e
MI-519  17:35 22:10  Daily MI-518  15:15 16:40  Daily RGN TO DOH DOH TO RGN KA = D_ragor_1a|r KE = Korea Alrllnes
MI-522 1545 20:15 46 MI-516 12:00 1325 15 Fightno. Dep AN Days Fightno. Dep AN Days Ml = Silk Air QR = Qatar Airways
MI-533  13:10 20:15 2 MI-533  11:00 12:20 2 QR-919 8:15 10:55  1,4,6 QR-918 20:40 6:25 35,6 TG = Thai Airways TR = Tiger Airline
3k-584  19:15 23:50 2,5 3K-583 17:05 18:35 2,5
3K-582 11:15 15:50 1,3,4,56,7  3k-581 855 10:25 1,3,4,5,6,7 RGN TO CNX CNX TO RGN
TR-2823 945 2:15 Daily TR-2822 7:20 8:45 Daily Flight no. Dep  Arv Days Flight no. Dep  Arv Days DAY 4 = Thursday
UB-001 7:30 12:00  Dalily UB-002 13:15 14:45  Daily PG-724 13:10 1505  Dalily PG-723 1140 12:35  Daily 1 = Monday 5 = Friday
RGN TO NRT NRT TO RGN RGN TO DAC DAC TO RGN 2 = Tuesday 6 = Saturday
Flightno. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days Flight no. Dep Arv Days Flightno. Dep Arv Days 3 = Wednesday 7 = Sunday
NH-814 21:4506:50+1  Daily NH-813 11:00 15:40 Daily BG-061 16:15 18:00 13,6 BG-060 12:45 15:30 1,3,6

China to launch Shenzhou-11 manned spacecraft on

JIUQUAN — The
Shenzhou-11 manned
spacecraft will be launched
at 7:30 a.m. Monday Bei-
jing Time, China’s manned
space programme spokes-
person said Sunday.

The spaceship will
take two male astronauts
Jing Haipeng and Chen
Dong into space, said Wu
Ping, deputy director of
China’s manned space en-
gineering office, at a press
conference at the Jiuquan
Satellite Launch Centre.

The mission will be
carried out with a Long
March-2F carrier rocket,
Wu said.

The spacecraft will
dock with orbiting space
lab Tiangong-2 within two
days, and the astronauts
will stay in the space lab
for 30 days, she said.

After that the Shen-
zhou-11 spaceship  will
separate with Tiangong-2
and return to Earth within
one day, Wu said.

The mission aims to
transport personnel and
materials between Earth
and Tiangong-2, and exam-
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Wu Ping, deputy director of China’s manned space engineering office, addresses a press
conference at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Centre in northwest China, 16 October 2016.
The Shenzhou-11 manned spacecraft will be launched at 7:30 a.m. on 17 October, 2016
Beijing Time (2330 GMT 16 October). PHoTo: XiNHUA

ine rendezvous, docking
and return technologies.
During the mission,
the spacecraft will form a
complex with Tiangong-2.
The complex’s capabilities
of supporting astronauts’
life, work and health, and
astronauts’  abilities for
carrying out flight missions
will be tested, Wu said.

Other objectives in-
clude conducting aerospace
medical experiments, space
science experiments and
in-orbit maintenance with
human participation, along
with activities to popular-
ize scientific knowledge,
she added.

Several technical al-
terations have been made

to Shenzhou-11, though its
main functions and techni-
cal parameters remain ba-
sically the same with Shen-
zhou-10, Wu said.

To meet the needs of
this mission, the orbit con-
trol strategy and flight pro-
cedures have been adjusted
to adapt Shenzhou-11 to
the change of the rendez-

17 October

vous, docking and return
orbit from 343 kilometres
to 393 kilometres from
Earth.

The layout of cargo
loading has been adjusted
to enhance transportation
capabilities for the mission.

To further improve the
spacecraft’s reliability and
astronauts’ safety, wide-
beam relay telecommuni-
cations devices have been
equipped, which will sig-
nificantly expand the scope
of telemetry, tracking and
control, as well as improve
the space-ground commu-
nication support capabil-
ities when the posture of
the spacecraft is changing
rapidly.

To verify future space
technologies and meet
the demand for prolong-
ing the service life of ren-
dezvous, telemetry and
tracking devices in future
space stations, such devic-
es in Shenzhou-11 have
been upgraded, according
to Wu. Certain technical
alterations have also been
made to the carrier rocket,
she said. —Xinhua

DHF Kkills
18 in
Cambodia

PHNOM PENH — Den-
gue fever had claimed 18
children’s lives in Cam-
bodia during the first nine
months of 2016, down 44
per cent over the same pe-
riod last year, according to
a report on Saturday.

Some 10,587 dengue
fever cases were reported
during the January-Sep-
tember period this year,
a decrease of 3.3 per cent
compared to 10,949 cases
over the same period last
year, Huy Rekol, director
of the National Centre for
Parasitology, Entomology
and Malaria Control, said
in the report posted on the
centre’s website.

“The incidence rate is
63.9 cases out of 100,000
people,” he said, adding
that over 71 per cent of
the patients were children
aged between 5 and 14
years old. “The situation of
dengue fever in Cambodia
is at a controllable level
because this figure is still
below the alarming line,”

he said.—Xinhua
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Britain’s PM May heads to India
with eye on post-Brexit trade

LONDON — British Prime
Minister Theresa May will
lead a delegation of small
and medium-size businesses
to India in November as part
of efforts to bolster trade
with countries outside the
European Union as Britain
prepares to leave the bloc.

The 6-8 November trip,
May’s first bilateral visit to
a country outside Europe
since she took office in July,
will be in pursuit of her
ambition of forging a new
global role for Britain after it
leaves the European Union,
May’s Downing Street of-
fice said in a statement.

The European Com-
mission is responsible for
trade negotiations for the

EU and some countries have
said they will not negotiate a
new deal for Britain until it
has actually left the bloc.

“As we embark on the
trade mission to India we
will send the message that
the UK will be the most pas-
sionate, most consistent, and
most convincing advocate
for free trade,” May was
quoted as saying.

She said past trade mis-
sions had focused on big
business, but she wanted to
adopt a new approach and
would take small and medi-
um companies from every
region of the United King-
dom.

Among them will be
Geolang, a cyber security

company based in Cardiff
in Wales, Torftech, a bio-
mass energy company based
in southeast England, and
Telensa, a company focused
on high-tech wireless street
lighting systems, based in
Cambridge.

May will hold talks
with Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during her
visit, and the two heads of
government will together
inaugurate a tech summit in
New Delhi.

Liam Fox, Britain’s
secretary of state for inter-
national trade, will join the
visit, during which a num-
ber of commercial deals
are expected to be signed.
—Reuters
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Trump pledges strong US ties with India if elected president

EDISON, (N.J) — US
Republican  presidential
candidate Donald Trump
pledged that the United
States and India would be
“best friends” if he is elect-
ed and that he would boost
intelligence sharing with
India in the battle against
Islamic militants.

Trump spoke at an
event sponsored by the Re-
publican Hindu Coalition to
raise money for victims of
terrorism. It featured Bol-
lywood-style  performers
who danced in colourful,
traditional costumes. “If
I’'m elected president, the
Indian and Hindu commu-
nity will have a true friend
in the White House, that |
can guarantee you,” said
Trump, who noted that as
a real estate developer he
has two “massive devel-
opments” in India. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has developed a
friendly relationship with

Republican Hindu Coalition Chairman Shalli Kumar (2" R) helps Republican presidential
nominee Donald Trump (2 L) light a ceremonial diya lamp before he speaks at a Bolly-
wood-themed charity concert put on by the Republican Hindu Coalition in Edison, New
Jersey, US on 15 October 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

President Barack Obama,
a Democrat who wants
Trump’s opponent, Hillary
Clinton, to win the 8 No-
vember election. “We will

defeat radical Islamic ter-
rorism when 1I’m president.
We will stand shoulder to
shoulder with India in shar-
ing intelligence and keeping

our people safe mutually,”
said Trump. He called India
a strategic ally and that “we
will be best friends” if he
wins the election.—Reuters

US detects failed North Korea missile launch

WASHINGTON/SEOUL,
— North Korea has con-
ducted an unsuccessful
launch of what appears to
be a new intermediate-range
ballistic missile, the US mil-
itary said Saturday.

The North fired a sus-
pected Musudan missile
from its northwestern region
Friday night EDT, which
followed more than 20 bal-
listic missile launches this
year in violation of UN res-
olutions banning the use of
ballistic missile technology
by the country.

The South Korean
Joint Chiefs of Staff also
confirmed the failed launch
attempt, which came on the
last day of a six-day joint

naval exercise by South Ko-
rea and the United States in
South Korean waters. The
United States strongly con-
demned the series of mis-
sile tests, saying it will raise
fresh concerns at the United
Nations to press ahead with
international efforts to hold
North Korea “accountable
for these actions.” The US
Strategic Command said its
systems detected the failed
missile launch conducted
near the northwestern city
of Kusong in North Korea.
“We strongly condemn
this and North Korea’s oth-
er recent missile tests,” said
US Navy Commander Gary
Ross, a Pentagon spokes-
man. US commitment to

the defence of its allies, in-
cluding South Korea and
Japan “is ironclad,” Ross
said. “We remain prepared
to defend ourselves and our
allies from any attack or
provocation.” A Musudan
missile has a potential range
of between 2,500 and 4,000
kilometres, which would
cover not only any target in
Japan and South Korea, but
could also even reach US
military bases on the Pacific
island of Guam. The Strate-
gic Command said the lat-
est launch did not pose any
threat to North America.
Japan’s Defence Minis-
ter Tomomi Inada also said
the missile launch would not
have any immediate impact

on the country’s security.
Tokyo is gathering infor-
mation in cooperation with
the United States and South
Korea, Inada told a TV pro-
gram on Sunday. North Ko-
rea went ahead with its fifth
nuclear test on 9 September.
The Security Council is dis-
cussing new measures in re-
sponse to the test, which is
seen as Pyongyang’s most
powerful detonation so far
of a nuclear device.

North Korea’s neigh-
bouring nations have since
been vigilant about anoth-
er possible provocative act
by the country around the
founding of the Worker’s
Party of Korea last Mon-
day.—Kyodo News
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Japan, North Korea students at odds over nuke issue

PYONGYANG — A group
of Japanese college students
visited Pyongyang in late
August to discuss war and
peace with local students,
shortly before North Korea
conducted its fifth nuclear
test on 9 September.

Even after three days
of intense discussions in the
North Korean capital, the
students remained at odds
over how to maintain world
peace and whether or not
nuclear weapons should be
abandoned.
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“Both of us hope for
peace, but the prospects we
see and the means by which
we seek to achieve peace are
completely different,” said
one of the participants, Mirei
Jinguji, 23, a senior student
at the University of Tokyo.

“l recognised the dif-
ficulty of understanding
each other at a fundamental
level,” she said, while also
adding, “But we will keep
doing what we believe we
can do, instead of feeling
despair and turning our back
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on the issue.” The student
programme was initiated in
2012 by Japanese nongov-
ernmental organisations,
including the Tokyo-based
NGO called Relief Cam-
paign Committee for Chil-
dren, Japan, which works on
cultural exchanges through
children’s drawings. It has
since been organised every
year, and participants have
gradually become able to
take up political issues over
the years, according to the
organizers.

Jinguji was among
eight Japanese students
who took part in this year’s
programme, and their coun-
terparts were 11 North Ko-
rean students in their early
20s who major in Japanese
language at the Pyongyang
University of Foreign Stud-
ies.

During the three-day
programme, both students
enjoyed talking about boy-
friends and girlfriends, tak-
ing photos with their smart-
phone cameras and playing

e

T

Photo taken in August 2016 in Pyongyang shows Japanese and North Korean university students, including Mirei Jinguiji

(far R), a senior student at the University of Tokyo, sharing their views during a student exchange programme. Proto: Kvopo News

popular phone games — fa-
miliar scenes among young
people in Japan. Once they
started discussing nuclear
weapons and missiles, how-
ever, they never reached
agreement.

“To protect our country
from US threats, we definite-
ly need nuclear weapons,”
Cho Gyong A said to Kosei
Horikawa, 20, a sophomore
at Hiroshima City Universi-
ty, on their way back from
city sightseeing.

Cho, a final-year student
at the five-year university in
Pyongyang, said that she be-
came interested in knowing
more about Hiroshima after
watching in class a Japanese
documentary introducing
the experiences of victims
of the 6 August, 1945 atom-
ic bombing on the western
Japanese city. She also read
the manga series “Barefoot
Gen” featuring a Hiroshima
boy who survived the devas-
tation.

A native of Hiroshima,
Horikawa countered, “Nu-
clear weapons are inhumane
and must be completely
abandoned in the future,”
telling Cho his great-grand-
father’s experience on the
day when the bomb was
dropped, a story he had
heard from his family.

Cho replied, “It’s ter-
rifying,” but still insisted,
“We don’t want to make
Pyongyang another Hiroshi-
ma and that is why we need

a nuclear deterrent to defend
ourselves.”

Horikawa said he was
puzzled by Cho’s idea that
nuclear weapons are vital to
keep peace. Sin Hye Jong
joined them and said, “We
will give up nuclear pro-
gramme only if all nuclear
weapons are eliminated in
the world and that’s the fu-
ture we truly hope for.”

The North Korean stu-
dents were curious about
how the Japanese students
took the previous day’s
test-firing of a subma-
rine-launched ballistic mis-
sile, which Pyongyang con-
ducted 24 August.

Reo Asahi, 21, a soph-
omore at Gakushuin Univer-
sity, said, “The test-firing is
nothing but a threat to Japa-
nese people and it is beyond
our understanding that North
Koreans celebrated the suc-
cess.”

One North Korean stu-
dent reacted to his remarks
by saying, “If you want us
to stop, you should drive US
forces out of your country.”

Yet on the morning
when the Japanese students
were to leave home, some
of the North Korean students
had tears in their eyes. “I
know that the current bilater-
al relations aren’t good, but
I want to see you all again,”
one North Korean student
told the Japanese students,
seeing them off at airport.
—Kyodo News

Thai internet operators urge
customers to report royal insults

BANGKOK — Thailand’s
main mobile telecoms oper-
ators instructed customers
on Sunday to report “in-
appropriate content about
the royal institution”, as the
government steps up scruti-
ny for material deemed in-
sulting to the monarchy.

King Bhumibol Adu-
lyadej died on Thursday
after seven decades on the
throne. His son, Crown
Prince Maha Vajiralong-
korn, is due to become the
next king after a period of
mourning.

Thailand has a tough
law against lese majeste,
or insulting the monarchy.
Convictions have become
more frequent, and punish-
ments more severe, under
a military government that
seized power in 2014.

Mobile operators Ad-
vanced Info Service Pcl
(AIS) , Total Access Com-
munication Pcl and True
Move, a unit of True Corp,
posted instructions on a
messaging app and on their
Facebook pages, for how to

report Facebook posts and
Youtube videos.

True said it was fol-
lowing a request from the
broadcasting regulator, the
National Broadcasting and
Telecommunications Com-
mission (NBTC).

“The NBTC has asked
all mobile operators to send
the instruction to our cli-
ents,” Pimolpan Siriwong-
wan-ngam, True’s head of
public relations, told Reu-
ters.

“We’re only acting as
channels to spread the mes-
sage.”

Spokeswomen for
AIS and Total Access con-
firmed they had followed
the NBTC guideline. The
operators said people should
send URLSs or screenshots of
websites deemed offensive
to the Ministry of Informa-
tion and Communication
Technology and the NBTC.

On Friday, the NBTC
said it had asked internet
service providers to monitor
content and block anything
inappropriate. Operators

must also inform platforms
such as Facebook, Twitter,
Youtube, and messaging
apps, to block such content.

The failure of internet
providers to block inap-
propriate content when it is
found would be considered a
crime, NBCT secretary-gen-
eral Takorn Tantasith said in
a statement.

Information ~ ministry
spokesman Chatchai Khun-
pitiluck said some content
hurt the feelings of people
grieving for the revered
king.

“Many  heartbroken
Thais are quite sensitive.
When they see illegal con-
tent that offends them,
they’ll be more stressed,” he
said. “We have to let them
know about channels to re-
port content to relieve their
sense of helplessness.”

Chatchai said more
people had come across con-
tent they deemed inappro-
priate, partly because more
people were going online to
read about the king since his
death.—Reuters
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Lindsay Lohan
wants ‘Mean
Girls’ sequel

LONDON — Actress Lindsay
Lohan wants a sequel to her pop-
ular film “Mean Girls”. Posting
a throwback cast picture of Cady,
Gretchen (Lacey Chabert) and
Regina (Rachel McAdams) to In-
stagram, Lohan wrote: “Miss you
all...Sequel?” The “Mean Girls”
musical is already in works. The
long-awaited stage adaptation
~ of Tina Fey’s masterful cre-
ation was announced on 3
October and will premiere
next year in the US. Fey
5 will be working on the
musical alongside her
husband,  composer
Jeff Richmond, and
Broadway’s  Legally
Blonde lyricist Nell
Benjamin.—PTI

Virtual reality to
bring ‘Fifty Shades
Darker’ to life

LOS ANGELES — James Foley,
director of “Fifty Shades Darker”
and “Fifty Shades Freed,” says
that virtual reality will be incor-
porated into the marketing for the
latest movie sequel.

Foley confirmed the experi-
ence during a VR on the Lot con-
versation in California, reported
Deadline.

“Yeah, there’s marketing
materials for behind-the scenes
(of Fifty Shades Darker), where

after we finished shooting for the
day, the actors would stay over
and VR people would re-create a
facsimile of the scene.

“My own personal instinct is
that cinema is going to move to
VR because it’s an extension of
the visual language. For myself,
watching the material they gener-
ated expanded my brain,” he said.

“Fifty Shades Darker” re-
turns to the big screen ahead of
Valentine’s Day 2017.—PTI
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LOS ANGELES — Singer Mi-
ley Cyrus and her boyfriend
Liam Hemsworth have made
their first public appearance as
a couple since rekindling ro-
mance.

The event marked the cou-
ple’s first official appearance

in three years,
Showbiz.

The “Wrecking Ball” hit-
maker and the actor attended
Variety’s Power of Women
luncheon, where Cyrus was hon-
oured for her work with her Hap-
py Hippie Foundation.

reported Ace-

.

Mlley Cyrus,
Liam Hemsworth

“makefirst appearance as couple

Hemsworth opted for a
black suit while Cyrus wore a
polka dot and floral patterned

jumpsuit.
Other honorees included
Scarlett Johansson, Laverne

Cox, Jenna Dewan Tatum and
Ava DuVernay.—PTI
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Justin Bieber surprises students
as he joins them in school

LOS ANGELES — Pop-

the school teacher, Mario

star Justin Bieber Noto said.
surprised the “They ex-
school  stu- plained Jus-
dents as tin was in
he joined town for
them for his shows
a soccer at the
game in 02, that
London. he en-
The b joys his
22-year- | football,
old singer “L and would
was driving Popstar love to join
past a school HOT:)I“;ZL"T EB'ep‘.er in.
in  Highgate, - Rfl We thought
North London this would be a
ahead of his concert great experience for
when he decided to join few the pupils.

boys, who were in the middle
of a soccer game, reported Ace-
Showbiz.

“Justin and his manager
came over to speak with us — |
recognised him straight away.

They had been driving past
and seen our lesson going on,”

“He was very down to earth
and could have been another
pupil, just enjoying himself,
and spent about half an hour
with us. He asked me to go in
goal for a few penalties — and
turned out to be pretty good,”
he continued.—PTI

Robert De Niro to receive Chaplm Award

LOS ANGELES — The Film
Society of Lincoln Center has
named Robert De Niro the re-
cipient of its 44" annual Chap-
lin Award, which honours ma-
jor industry talents.

De Niro will take home
the 2017 trophy for a four-dec-
ade acting career that stretch-
es from early work including
“Mean Streets,” “Raging Bull”
and “The Godfather Part 11” to
more recent projects such as
“Silver Linings Playbook”, re-
ported Variety.

He is also the high-profile
co-founder of the Tribeca Film
Festival, launched in the wake
of 9/11 in an effort to boost the
economic prospects of lower
Manhattan.

The 73-year-old actor-pro-
ducer will be honoured by the
Film Society at a springtime
gala featuring notable guests
and presenters as well as mov-
ie and interview footage drawn
from De Niro’s career.

)

He joins a list of previous
Chaplin recipients that includes
Alfred Hitchcock, Elizabeth Tay-
lor, Meryl Streep, Billy Wilder
and last year’s honoree, Morgan
Freeman. The 44" annual Chap-

lin Award gala is set for 8 May.

Prior to that, De Niro’s latest
project, the Broadway musical
adaptation of “A Bronx Tale,”
which he co-directs, opens in De-
cember.—PTI
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Wuzhen Theatre Festival brings vitality to ancient town

WUZHEN — An annual
theatre event kicked off on
Thursday in Wuzhen, east
China’s Zhejiang Province.

Under the theme of
“Gaze Beyond”, the Fourth
Wuzhen Theatre Festival
invited artists and perform-
ers from 13 countries and
regions, with nearly eighty
theater shows to be staged,
according to its official
website.

This year’s Wuzhen
Theatre Festival consists of
four parts: Reviving Clas-
sics, Celebrating Shake-
speare, Physical Theatre
and Incredible Discovery.

Besides, this festival
will also hold competi-
tions, dialogues and fo-
rums, providing platforms
for young artists to roll
out their shows and to ex-
change ideas about theatre
performance.

This  festival  will
last until 22 October.
Co-founded by several

Chinese actors and direc-
tors, this festival has be-
come a cultural symbol of
Wuzhen, this 1,300-year-
old water town.

Thanks to its protec-
tion and restoration, Wu-
zhen was named a candi-
date for the World Cultural
Heritage List of United Na-
tions Educational, Scientif-
ic and Cultural Organisa-
tion in 2001.

With various kinds of
performance, the Wuzhen
Theatre Festival has in-
jects vitality into the town,
as more and more artists,
performers and audience in
and out of China begin to
arrive.

Meanwhile, Wuzhen
itself has drawn world-
wide attentions in recent
years, due to its hosting of
the World Internet Confer-
ence, an event participated
by guests from over one
hundred countries and re-
gions.—Xinhua
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Photo taken by the author shows scenery in Wuzhen, east China’s Zhejiang Province. PHoTo: XiNHUA

Ancient Chinese ‘export-quality porcelain’
discovered in Mexico’s Acapulco port

MEXICO CITY — A new
archaeological find an-
nounced on Friday in Mexi-
co attests to China’s age-old
vocation as an exporting
powerhouse.

Mexican  archaeolo-
gists have uncovered thou-
sands of fragments of a
400-year-old shipment of
Chinese “export-quality
porcelain” that was long
buried in the Pacific Coast
port of Acapulco.

The shipment of rice
bowls, cups, plates and plat-
ters dates from the reign of
the Ming Dynasty’s 13" em-
peror, Wanli (1572-1620),
and is believed to have ar-
rived in Acapulco aboard
the China Galleon, which
regularly sailed between
Asia and the New World.

“During its 250 years

of cabotage along the coasts
of the Pacific in the Amer-
icas, the China Galleon left
an indelible trail,” Mexico’s
National Institute of Anthro-
pology and History (INAH),
said in reporting on the find.
In an on-site interview
posted on INAH’s web-
site, archaeologist Roberto
Junco said “we discovered
there were four or five mod-
els or styles ... characteristic
of atype of ... export-quality
porcelain that the Chinese
made, mainly in the facto-
ries of Jingdezhen, and ex-
ported around the world.”
According to Junco,
the white-and-blue porce-
lain, painted with images of
birds, beetles, swans, ducks,
deer and other depictions of
nature, was made in Zhang-
zhou, capital of south-cen-

tral Fujian province, and
Jingdezhen, in  Jiangxi
province, which is known
as China’s “Porcelain Cap-
ital.”

The find, located no
more than a meter and a half
below ground near Aca-
pulco’s Cathedral, in what
is known as the Old Quar-
ter, included fragments of
a coarser type of ceramic
used to make containers for
shipping provisions, such as
spices and liquids.

Mexico’s ports were
often targeted by pirates,
which could explain why
the shipment appears to
have been destroyed.

The discovery coin-
cides with an exhibit at
Mexico City’s Franz May-
er Museum called “Return
Voyage: The China Galleon

and the Baroque in Mexi-
co,” which highlights Chi-
na’s artistic influence on the
New World through trade.

While Mexico and Chi-
na are separated by a great
distance, trade ties have
linked the two regions for
centuries.

The China Galleon reg-
ularly sailed between Aca-
pulco, and other Mexican
ports, and Manila, in the
Philippines, and today’s Tai-
wan, China where it would
load up on Chinese spices
and silks, and other goods.
Fabricio Antonio Fonseca, a
researcher at the prestigious
Colegio de Mexico, says the
initial encounter between
Mexico and China occurred
when the galleon first
sailed into a Mexican port.
—Xinhua

Beijing holds foreign
language festival

BEIJING, — Cultural
shows and English games
were among nearly 20 ac-
tivities on offer to tens of
thousands of visitors to the
Beijing Foreign Language
Festival 2016 over the
weekend.

Since the 2022 Bei-
jing Winter Olympics is
a keyword for this year’s
event, citizens were able
to learn about the history
of the Olympics, in addi-
tion to language activities,
according to a spokesper-

son with the city’s foreign
affairs office.

At one booth, in the
cultural show zone, a
woman from Krakow,
Poland, whose English
name is Anna, taught vis-
itors some simple Polish
phrases. “We designed
games about the geogra-
phy and customs of our
country.”

“Winners got tra-
ditional Polish desserts
as prizes,” she said.
—Xinhua
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6:00 am
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(17'10'2016 07:00am ~ 18-10-2016 0700am) MST « Solution for Agricu|ture 5:35 pm
Prime Time 11:15am * Yesor No Talk Show
Today Fresh 07:03 Pm News * ASEAN Programme “Sport or Adventure”
07:03  Am News 07:26 Pm Food Trip (Episode-9)(Part-1) 11:35am (Part-3)
07:27 Am Exquisite Myanmar Silk 07:52 Pm Products of Myanmar - Products of The Loom * MRTV’s Youth Programme  6:35 pm
07:45 Am Traditional Thatch Roof- Thet Nge 08:03 Pm News 12:35 pm _ * Law Affairs
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08:26 Am Myanmar Childhood Games (Episode-I) 08:44 Pm Myanmar Leading Woman: May Sabai Phyu 1:10 pm . * TV Drama Series
08:35 Am Lantern Floating Festival in & L.Hkawn Htoi . TV Drama Series 8:00 pm .
Kyauk Kyi Township 1:55 pm * News/ International News/
) * Fine Arts-Bosom of Weather Report
08:50 Am Egg Shell (09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm) - Today Repeat (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am) Dramatic Performance 9:00 pm
09:03 Am News (11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am) - Sunday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am) 2:55 pm o News
09:26 Am Gold: King of All Metals (03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) - Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am) « KARAOKE World « TV Drama Series
09:56  Am  Black Gold (Part- II) Championships (KWC) + MCN Dedate
10:03 Am News
10:26 Am Orchid Lover (For Detailed Schedule — www.myanmaritv.com/schedule) Note/Hourly News Bulletins (Local + International)
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Lanzini sets Hammers beating with Palace coup

Crystal Palace’s James Tomkins in action with West Ham United’s Manuel Lanzini. PHoto: ReuTERs

LONDON — West Ham Unit-
ed midfielder Manuel Lanzini is
playing a key role in his team’s
recovery from a poor start to the
Premier League and hopes his
form will earn him a chance to
play for Argentina.

Lanzini, showing the same

sharpness that put him in scor-
ing positions at River Plate back
home, struck a fine winner for a
1-0 victory at Crystal Palace on
Saturday to lift his side out of the
relegation zone.

Coach Slaven Bilic’s tactics
with three central defenders and

two wing backs paid off after a
woeful early season that yield-
ed a solitary 1-0 win at home to
Bournemouth nearly two months
ago and just one point from their
previous five matches.

“(Bilic) always tells me
more than anything to play, to

make the team play and get into
scoring positions, as well and to
defend,” Lanzini told Reuters in
an interview.

“He always tries to give me
the confidence to score.

“He congratulated me, he
has a lot of faith in me and | have
a lot of faith in him.

“Luckily 1 was able to score
so I’'m happy for the team, we
needed this victory.”

West Ham, who host Sun-
derland next, have struggled to
settle at their new Olympic sta-
dium home in east London after
finishing a creditable seventh last
season, their last at Upton Park.

“We’ll have to get used to
playing (at the new home), but
we must continue on this path,
I think we’ll be better and let’s
hope this is the start of something
good,” added the 23-year-old.

Lanzini was injured in a
warm-up for the Rio Olympics
in August and missed the tour-
nament where Argentina crashed
out of the group round.

“It was a shame to (miss the
Olympics), | would have loved
to have gone, it was a very im-
portant

tourna-
ment
for

Monday, 17 October 2016

me,” he said.
“Now I’m getting over that
and will try to get there again.
“It’s something | always
think about, it’s my dream to
play in the national team, I'd
love to but | know that this way,
doing things well, I can get to
have a chance and be there.”
Lanzini follows the Argen-
tina team closely and watched
them manage only two points
from their last three outings, all
without captain Lionel Messi.
Although Lanzini would
love to help, he believes the best
players are in coach Edgardo
Bauza’s squad already and that
they would turn things around in
their remaining eight qualifiers.
“There are very good play-
ers (in the squad), the majority
stars in their (club) teams, it’s a
poor spell they are going through
but I think they’ll move forward
with work and sacrifice,” he said.
Argentina come up next
against arch-rivals Brazil, who
are on a run of four wins after
putting their faith in half the
young team that won the Olym-
pic gold. “They have the con-
fidence of the coach and win-
ning the gold medal also gives
you confidence,” said Lanzini.
—Reuters

Man City penalty
woes allow Arsenal
to join them at the top

LONDON — Arsenal joined
Manchester City at the top of
the Premier League on Saturday
after leaders City suffered an-
other afternoon of penalty woes
in a 1-1 draw with Everton that
ended their 100 per cent home
record this season.

Arsenal’s hard-earned 3-2
win over Swansea City, featur-
ing a double from Theo Walcott,
put them level with City on 19
points but Pep Guardiola’s side
remained as leaders on goal dif-
ference.

Tottenham Hotspur, who
had started the day in second
place, missed a chance to go
top, needing an 89"-minute goal
from Dele Alli to rescue a 1-1
draw at West Bromwich Albion
and protect their record as the
only unbeaten side in the league.

Guardiola saw his side’s
perfect record disappear at the
Etihad after Kevin De Bruyne
and Sergio Aguero both had
poor penalties saved by Maarten
Stekelenburg in a game the lead-
ers dominated.

City have now missed four
of their eight penalties this sea-
son, leaving Guardiola to opine:

“The players have all the qual-
ities to score penalties but we
miss a lot. Hopefully, we will
score more of them in future.”

Romelu Lukaku made City
pay in between the missed spot-
kicks with his sixth goal of the
season for Everton before Noli-
to finally landed the reward for
City’s pressure with a 72" min-
ute equaliser. Guardiola said he
was “proud” of his players.

Stekelenburg,  Everton’s
hero, reckoned Phil Jagielka,
whose fouls had given away
both penalties, was the most re-
lieved man at the Etihad. “Will
Phil Jagielka buy me dinner
after that? | will ask him!” the
Dutchman joked. Arsenal intro-
duced Swansea’s new manager
Bob Bradley, the first American
to take charge of a top-flight
English side, to the harsh real-
ities of Premier League life as
Arsene Wenger’s men won a
sixth consecutive league match.
Walcott struck twice in the space
of seven minutes in the first
half and came perilously close
to a hat-trick while Mesut Ozil
also scored on his 28" birthday.
—Reuters

Ciganda
survives

meltdown to
win in Korea

INCHEON — Carlota Ciganda
survived a late-round meltdown
to beat an equally error-prone
Alison Lee in a playoff at the $2
million KEB Hana Bank Cham-
pionship on Sunday.

Spaniard Ciganda, a three-
times winner on the Ladies Eu-
ropean Tour and Order of Merit
champion in 2012, squandered a
four-shot lead with five holes to
play but found herself in a play-
off after Lee failed to par the last.

Korean-American Lee
again found trouble on the 18%"
in the playoff, missing the fair-
way with her drive and sec-
ond shot, before almost mak-
ing birdie with a monster putt.
Ciganda played with more con-
trol and sank an eight-foot putt
for the win.

“It means the world to me,

PHoTo: REUTERS

and it’s nice to win here in
Korea where women’s golf is
so big,” Ciganda, still wearing
a traditional Korean hanbok
from the prize-giving ceremo-
ny, told a news conference.

“It’s been a tough two
years for me. My coach passed
away two years ago ... So it’s
been a long journey but I love
this life. | love being an athlete,
I couldn’t ask for a better life.”

Ciganda was mentored
by coach Rogelio Echeverria
for almost 20 years before he
passed away in 2014.

“This tournament is for
my coach, he’s up there watch-
ing me,” she added.

Ciganda carded a clos-
ing round of 70 for a com-
bined 10-under 278, while Lee
closed with a three-over-par
75. It was the Pamplona na-
tive’s first win on the LPGA
Tour and earned her a winner’s
cheque for $300,000.

Ciganda had made up five

strokes on overnight leader Lee,
surging ahead with six birdies
through her first 10 holes in wet
conditions at the SKY 72 Golf
Club in Incheon.

Despite being ranked 113"
in putting average on the LPGA
Tour, Ciganda was red-hot
with the flatstick, sinking putts
from near and far while her ri-
vals failed to get to grips with
hard-packed greens that refused
to soak up Sunday’s incessant
rain.

The first sign of trouble
for the Spaniard came at the
14" when she made a mess of
a bunker shot and took a double
bogey. A careless tee shot at 16
saw her drop another shot and
she looked to have blown her
chances by bogeying the last.

The 21-year-old Lee, who
is balancing the demands of be-
ing a student at UCLA with life
on the women’s tour, lost four
shots in five holes around the
turn but took a one-stroke lead
with birdies at the 15" and 17

Needing only to par the last
to win, she somehow managed
to leak her approach into water
short of the green but got up and
down for a bogey six to force
the playoff.—Reuters
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