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DISCUSSION ON THE PEACE

Union Peace Conference—21st Century Panglong continues

THE Union Peace Conference-21st Century Panglong continued for the second day at MI1CC-2 yesterday with discussion of delegatesto the conference. Following are the excerpts
of the discussion at the morning session of the conference.

U Kyaw Tint Swe.

Speaking as amember of the pan-
el of chairmen, Padoh Saw Kwae
Htoo Win said that the attendees
will submit the attitude of their
respective parties and organisa
tions regarding matters related to
the unity, peace, national recon-
ciliation and construction of fu-
ture Myanmar, that in so doing,
their experiences will be different
and their aspirationsfor the future
will not be one and the same and
that the future of Myanmar hasto
be built based on unity within di-
versity and peace.

Afterwards, the delegates
expressed their opinions and at-
titudes. First, Union minister U
Khaw Tint Swe, in his capaci-
ty as the vice chairman 1 of the
21st century Panglong conven-
tion central committee, said that
not only during the period of
changes in Myanmar’s interna-
tional security policy but also in
the post policy changes period,
there shall be the same bases, that
co-operation with neighbours for
border security is important, that
Myanmar’s co-operation will be
enhanced for global security, that
Myanmar will participatein UN’s
peace-keeping activities, that na-

tional security policy is needed to
be based on democracy with the
rule of law as a pillar, that it is
needed to enshrine in the consti-
tution the rights of a democrati-
cally elected government in order
that the national security policy
will be based on democracy and
that civilian participation in im-
plementation of natural defence
and security isto be promoted.
He added that civilian-mil-
itary co-operation is to be en-
hanced to be able to strengthen
integrated security mechanism,
that disarmament, abolition of
armed groups and reunification
are prerequisites to a peace pro-
cess, that reintegration of those
who were armed previously is
needed to serve in the interest of
their nation and their people, that
peace and sustainable develop-
ment are intertwined and that the
armed conflicts are hindrances to
the socio-economic devel opment.
In our building of peace,
he said, mere cessation of wars
and conflicts is not enough.
We need to ensure a long en-
during peace and security. We
also need to manage resource
sharing and profit sharing in

U Win Htein.

an equitabe manner.

Then, Pado Saw Tar Do Mu
from KNU said that the sover-
eign power of future federa un-
ion shall be descended from the
entire mass of indigenous people,
that al ethnic races shall be of
equal status in terms of race and
politicsthat clauseswhich protect
the rights of languages, cultures,
customs and traditions shall be
embodied in the future constitu-
tion and that they wanted self-de-
termination in political, econom-
ic, social and cultural sectors.

He added that all states and
regions should be vested with all
three powers and that they should
also be empowered to write their
own constitutions in such a way
as not to be contrary to the fed-
eral constitution. Self-determina-
tion is to be combined with the
federa union and the residua
powers shall be vested into the
state and regional authorities.
Resource sharing and revenue
sharing need a mechanism to en-
sure fair sharing. The system of
horizontal equalisation and ver-
tical equalisation will be estab-
lished to bridge the development
gap. In addition, it is needed, he

e
Saw Kyaw Nyunt.

said, to develop new free institu-
tions and strengthen the existing
ones to be able to provide fund-
ing for socio-economic develop-
ment. However, in such matters
as trade, special economic zones,
power lines and super highways,
joint authorities with the federal
union should be vested.

U Win Htein from the NLD
said that when a retrospective
look at theworld’ s history is cast,
it will be seen that there have
been religious-connected armed
conflict in Northern Ireland and
apartheid-based conflict in South
Africa, and the ongoing armed
conflict in Syria which are tread-
ing upon a stable political path.
And when their ways of solving
these conflicts are analysed, they
have taken months and years to
solve theseissues with agreat pa-
tience being exercised.

It is necessary for the repre-
sentativesto the peace conference
to work together through negotia-
tion until an end to long-standing
internal armed conflict is sought.
They should be encouraged to
brave the obstacles to the peace
initiative, U Pyone Cho said.

Regarding the post-ceasefire

U Pyone Cho.

plans, Pyithu Hlutaw Represent-
ative U Pyone Cho spoke of the
need to help victims in conflict
areas to overcome their physical
and emotional traumas and the
importance of rehabilitation and
resettlement plans to improve
their livelihoods.

He also called for curb on
forced recruitment on humani-
tarian ground and respect for the
rights of citizens included in the
constitution.

Saw Kyaw Nyunt of the Ka-
ren National Union/Karen Na-
tional Liberation Army-Peace
Council (KNU/KNLA-PC) de-
scribed the government’s direct
control of land management and
natural resources as a challenge
for the establishment of a federal
republic, saying that it neglects
the participation of the ethnic
groups in decision making.

He called for the enactment
of alaw that guarantees the right
to management of land and nat-
ural resources, the preservation
of cultura heritage and an equal
profit-sharing in the exploitation
of natural resources among ethnic
aress.

See page 2 >>
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Union Peace Conference—21st Century Panglong continues

>> From page 1

U Myint Soe of the Union
Solidarity and Development Par-
ty spoke in favour of the practice
of federalism based on geograph-
ical locations, calling for justice
and equality before the law. He
stressed the need for closer coop-
eration among regions, states and
self-administered areas for great-
er development.

Col Tint Naing Aye said
the country’s constitution re-
flects federalism, citing the equal
number of representatives in the
Amyotha Hluttaw, which allows
12 representatives each from all
the states and regions.

Saw Sein Win of the Dem-
ocratic Karen Benevolent Army
(DKBA) stressed the need to
meet international criteria in the
resettlement and rehabilitation
work for internally displaced
persons and refugees.

It is essential to make collec-
tive decisions at every stage and
ensure transparency, accounta-
bility and responsibility. Apart
from provisions of physical and
mental support to those who
were relocated and creation of
sustainable livelihood for them,
there must be issuance of citizen-
ship scrutiny cards without caus-
ing impact on local people.

The above-mentioned are
basic principles to be discussed
in the political dialogue for estab-
lishment of a democratic federal
Union. If the constitution can be
revised, genuine peace will pre-
vail in the new Myanmar, where
all ethnic people will be able to
live together, he discussed.

Next, Dr Aye Maung of
Arakan National Party said that
all ethnic political parties and
armed organizations, including
the ANP, are willing to strive for
emergence of a genuine demo-
cratic federal Union in unison.

He discussed formation of
forces under the management of
the respective states and forma-
tion of a federal Union Tatmad-
aw based on states’ forces. He
said that the state governments
should be vested with full power
to manage exploitation of natural
resources and to collect taxes ex-
cept for some taxes related to the
federal Union government.

Dr Tin Myo Win, Chair-
man of the Peace Commission,
stressed the need for building
a federal system suitable for a
country with different social,
cultural, economic and historical
backgrounds and varied religions

Dr Tin Myo Win.

and languages.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of a concept of working to-
gether for establishing a federal
Union, suggesting that a future
federal Union should be based
on the formation of an Amyotha
Hluttaw that represents all na-
tional races.

“It is imperative to ensure a
system that does not allow one
national race to influence anoth-
er,” he added.

Dr Salai Lian Hmung Sak-
hong of Chin National Front sug-
gested developing a temporary
constitution and a federal council
in line with the constitution. The
federal council should be trans-
formed into a Union legislative
body or Upper House (Senate)
later.

He called for autonomy for
the region of Chin people and
collective administration of the
Union, saying that a genuine
federal system can guarantee de-
mocracy, equality and self-deter-
mination which are clearly stat-
ed in the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement.

“Only when there are no bul-
lies will peace, democracy and
sound foundations for establish-
ment of a federal Union emerge,”
said Sai Tun Aye of Shan Nation-
alities League for Democracy.

U Kyi Myint.

He warned that a strong Un-
ion cannot be built by focusing
on own interest and identity,
pointing out challenges to possi-
ble disappearance of own iden-
tity.

Daw Wint Wah Tun of the
National League for Democra-
cy said her Shardaw Township,
Kayah State, has been suffering
for over 50 years due to lack of
peace in the region. Kayah State
still lags behind in development.
Despite no armed conflicts today,
local people do not feel secure
as landmine fields pose a threat
to their way of life. Meanwhile,
our national ethnic brethren are
being held in camps as internally
displaced persons due to the evil

Daw Wint Wah Tun.

; il
Mong Win Htoo.

legacy of the armed conflicts.

We firmly believe that the
right policy for solving the polit-
ical dilemma is through political
means as the federal system is
based on not allowing secession
from the Union and that we can
achieve success in building a fed-
eral democracy system through
political dialogue.

U Kyi Myint of Shan State
East Special Region-4 Mongla
(PSC/NDAA) said in his remarks
that there has not been a single
shot fired in the region since
1989 when they achieved peace
there, urging other armed organi-
sations to make ceasefire as soon
as possible in order to better de-
velop in their respective regions.

Sai Tun Aye.

We would like to demand the
formation of Special Region-4
in eastern Shan State including
Nangpan, Mongla and Silue as
a Self-Administrative Zone with
the demarcation set in 1989, un-
der the direct rule of the Union
Government.

We will elect leaders demo-
cratically for our self-administra-
tive zone and will report results
to the government. In order to ef-
fectively enforce the rule of law
in our border area, our self-ad-
ministrative zone should get an
independent judiciary system
and we will make efforts for so-
cio-economic development with-
in our zone and the government
should provide budget alloca-
tions for the self-administrative
zone.

Mong Win Htoo of Ta’ang
(Palaung) National Party said the
Union Peace Conference—21st
Century Panglong is a politically
important event and added that
the Ta’ang (Palaung) party is
willing to come to peace terms
and try for a win-win policy.—
Myanmar News Agency

(The discussions in
the afternoon and evening
sessions of the Union Peace
Conference—21st Century
Panglong on 1st September will
be continued.)

Savvy investors snap up land near Kyaukphyu SEZ

THERE has been a recent surge of
investors buying up plots of land
in Minbya Township and along
the stretch of the Zin Kyaung
river, both in close proximity to
the Rakhine State’s Kyaukphyu
Special Economic Zone (KSEZ),
real-estate agents have told Myit-
makha News Agency.

Buyers reportedly include

Myanmar  businessmen  from
around the country and local
investors from nearby urban
centers.

“There’s hardly any land left.
Businessmen have been dividing it
up, buying up hundred-acre plots
and fencing them off. The price
of beach-side land is appreciating
every month; it never falls. There

are some people, though, that have
managed to get a low-price for the
land, buying it directly from farm-
ers,” said U Maung Gyi, a local re-
al-estate agent.

Businessmen began buying
up swathes of land in the region
back in 2014 with the objective
of reselling it for a substantial
profit, but come August 2016

and plots of land are still being
purchased by such business sav-
vy individuals as a long-term in-
vestment.

“Once the industrial zone
comes to fruition, there will be
an appreciation in the value of
land in the region. | also expect
hotels and tourism industries
will set-up-shop at some point,

too. That’s why I’ve invested my
money in land, in lieu of putting
it in the bank,” said a resident of
Kyaukphyu and purchaser of 13
acres of land. An acre of land in
the region prior to 2010 report-
edly fetched K3 million, but has
since sky rocketed to between
K15 - 20 million.—Myitmakha
News Agency
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Remarks made at opening of the Union Peace
Conference—21st Century Panglong

UNION Peace Conference—21st Century Panglong commenced in Nay Pyi Taw at the Myanmar Internatinal Convention Centre-MICC2 in Nay Pyi Taw on 31st August.
Following are the remarks of Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker U Win Myint, Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker Mahn Win Khaing Than, Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing, Chairman of the Kayin National Union Saw Mutu Sae Po, Vice Chairman of the Kachin Independence Organization U N’ Ban La, Patron of the Na-
tional League for Democracy U Tin Oo and Secretary-General of the United Nations Mr Ban Ki-moon made at the opening ceremony of the Union Peace Conference-21st Century
Panglong.

N

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker U
Win Myint addressed the open-
ing of the Union Peace Confer-
ence-21st Century Panglong
Conference in Nay Pyi Taw on
Wednesday.

The speaker said that State
Counsellor Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi had anticipated calling a
Panglong-like conference over
the last 28 years in a move to
forge national reconciliation.

Her guidelines focused on great-
er autonomy for ethnic regions
to encourage economic devel-
opment, the sharing of profits
gained from the exploitation of
natural resources and an end to
entrenched political divisions, he
recalled.

The restoration of peace
correlates with the success of
democracy, human rights, rule
of law, national reconciliation,

federalism and national develop-
ment, he said. The loss of life and
limb in internal armed conflict
leaves a big hole in the country’s
human resources, he said, adding
that heavy defence spending pre-
sents a delay in the measures for
national development.

Speaker U Win Myint said
the spirit of fraternity can over-
come the differences entrenched
among ethnic groups, thereby

" Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker says national consolidation
£~ weakened by an array of problems

paving the way for enduring
peace. The speaker emphasised
the need for cooperation among
the ethnic groups in turning the
country into a place free from
prejudice and discrimination.

He urged the representatives
to the peace conference to put
an end to the bewildering array
of political, economic and social
problems weakening the national
consolidation.—MNA

Amyotha Hluttaw Speaker blames lack of peace for
socioeconomic deprivation in ethnic regions

AMYOTHA Hluttaw Speaker U
Mahn Win Khaing Than deliv-
ered a welcoming address at the
Union Peace Conference- 21st
Century Panglong in Nay Pyi
Taw on Wednesday.

In his address Speaker Mahn
Win Khaing Than said the lack
of peace and stability had caused
the country to lag behind its
neighbouring countries in terms
of socioeconomic development.

Armed conflicts had engulfed
our national brethren, especially
in ethnic regions, thereby forcing
residents to abandon their homes
and bear the brunt of socioeco-
nomic deprivation as internally
displaced persons.

Images on the media that re-
flect the plight of the victims, in-
cluding children, have strength-
ened the public desire for peace,
which he said is now just “at an

arm’s length”. He urged the par-
ticipants at the peace conference
to display a strong determination
for peace and act with sympathy
toward the plight of the victims
as their own grandparents, par-
ents, siblings, children and rel-
atives.

The speaker called for the
adoption of the Union Spirit in
discussion and negotiation, de-
scribing peace as an essential

step towards the establishment
of a federal republic.

He called the historic event
unparalleled, urging the leaders
of ethnic groups and institutions
to write a new page of history
in the restoration of peace at
this opportune moment of the
21st Century Panglong as part
of fulfilling the greatest wish of
the people. —Myanmar News
Agency

Greetings extended by Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing at the Union Peace Conference—21st Century Panglong

Firstly, 1 would like to express
that it is my great honour and
privilege to have this opportunity
to address a few remarks at to-
day Union Peace Conference so
called the 21st Century Panglong
at which we will be discussing
the facts towards the perpetua-
tion of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and the realization
of a healthier and ideal future for
all the people of the country. I
wish all the participants here and
all the national brethren for their
well-being, peace, happiness and
auspiciousness.

Our country has regained

her independence over 68 years
ago a duration that is nearly the
life-span of a human being. Un-
fortunately, we haven’t achieved
peace, stability and progress that
we could have actually realized
during this length of time. The
main reason behind this regretta-
ble misfortune is the lack of “In-
ternal Peace” or in other words the
absence of nationwide peace and
stability and it is an undeniable
fact. Leaders of the past succes-
sive periods had tried their best to
restore internal peace. Although
their adopted strategies and tac-
tics may differ from one another,
they all were striving towards the
single end and that is “to bind the
entire nation with strong bonds of
unity”. Even though they could
not achieve complete unity and
peace and stability for various
reasons, however there were era-
wise milestones erected by those
leaders in order. The signing of
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment-NCA and the holding of
today’s Union Peace Conference
are the positive results of the
multiparty-democracy-era  en-
deavours to restore eternal peace.

The Tatmadaw (the Armed
Forces) is an ardent participant
and supporter in establishing
State peace and unity all along
the successive periods. Although
there are different in convictions,
visions and views, may be our
actions are firm and unwavering
and based entirely on the strong
will “to restore peace at all cost”.
Those who are really suffering
from the disadvantages of war
and the awful consequences of
the lack of peace are no other
persons than the Tatmadaw per-
sonnel as well as the armed eth-
nic brethren who faced hardships
and made sacrifices in terms of
blood, sweat and life. We need to
end this tragic drift at the present
in our tenure. In all seriousness,
| believe we all can successful-
ly implement our peace process
with the strength of unity. In this
regard, | would say once more
that the Tatmadaw’s stand is firm
and is based on “the spirit of re-
storing peace without fail”.

The Tatmadaw is cooper-
ating with all groups in the cur-
rent national reconciliation and
peace-making processes, based

on our three main causes and
three essential policies to include
peace and stability, national uni-
ty and the development of the
people, which are essential for
the country. Our Tutmadaw will
contribute the utmost efforts in
implementation of such process.
We will negotiate in every possi-
bilities. Both sides should follow
the six-point peace policy adopt-
ed by the Tatmadaw as its draft-
ing is based on our experiences
throughout the history. Mutual
cooperation and following these
basic points would help us in
bringing a genuine and lasting
peace to the country, thereby fur-
ther cementing the national rec-
onciliation and peace processes.

For the success of this con-
ference, many people and or-
ganizations held a series of
discussions and negotiations at
home and abroad by spending
time, workforce and money. We
reached this situation after indi-
viduals and organizations held a
number of discussions on differ-
ent stances, views and desires.
All organizations will have their
own objectives and policies.

In translating objectives and
policies into practice, there may
be instances in which wishes can-
not be totally fulfilled. I would
like to urge all groups to review
these matters correctly, based
on history, experience, national
characteristics, changing geo-po-
litical conditions and changing
regional and international affairs.

Since the 2010 General Elec-
tions, our country has been ex-
ercising democratic culture and
practices in order to firmly stand as
a multi-party democracy country.
To be able to march forward the
Democratic track, the state power
has been transferred to the new
elected government since 2011.
As of now it is in five years second
term after the successful previous
five years term. In this connection,
the requirements need to claim po-
litically through government and
parliaments. Regards to it, our citi-
zens can enjoy freedom of speech,
freedom of press, freedom of ex-
pression and the rights to form or-
ganizations, which are the funda-
mental principles of democracy on
an extensive scale.

See page 4 >>
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The Greetings extended by Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing

>> From page 3

In an environment where
everything goes according to de-
mocracy, all groups need to ear-
nestly notice the fact that putting
personal desires at the first place
by holding arms to struggles, rac-
ism and localism go against the
democracy. At present, we are
marching on the track of Multi-
party Democracy system. Since,
this path had been selected in
accordance with the desire of
the people, we need to maintain
the stability and make it more
stronger. We have to enhance the
further progress of our country
through peace and tranquility by
learning the lessons from experi-
ences of some democratic coun-
tries.

We understand the anxieties
of all National races and Ethnic
Armed Groups. Our common de-
sire is to ensure in achieving equal
social live of our nationalities. To
progress the living standards of our
society harmoniously, we have to
live in peace by doing good things.
We will not differentiate and take
accounts on the sizes of the States,
Regions and rates of populations
and natural resources values and
diverse of people’s socio-econom-
ic but we will make every efforts to
share the delights from the benefits
of equalities among all the national
races. However, it will take certain
amount of time for harmonious de-
velopment. We have to hold open
and frank discussions to find out
solutions.

Today’s conference is the out-
come of frequent discussions held
many months ago as well as various
meetings and mutual-trust-building
activities. The advantage we have
today is the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement-NCA unanimously ap-
proved by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(the Union Parliament) in Decem-
ber 2015. Most of the contents in
the agreement were mainly based
on demands of ethnic organiza-
tions who participated all along
the way in drafting the agreement.
So, my advice is to firmly keep the
NCA as the baseline principle of
the Union Peace Conference, the
21st Century Panglong Conference
and further meetings. Moreover, |
would like to urge all to implement
the peace process in a short time

by constantly serving the interest
of the State and ethnic people with
genuine goodwill. It is because if
the peace process takes longer than
the appropriate time, there may be
more outside instigations, interfer-
ences and manipulations disturbing
the process. In consequence, the al-
ready agreed mutual trust may lose
and some frictions may occur.

All of us in this conference
room are bearing a heavy burden
and the entire nation’s expectation
on us is high. The people have also
recognized us as the persons who
will accomplish the mission of
national reconciliation and peace
processes without any racism,
localism and dogmatism. To be
able to fulfil the aspiration of the
people, I firmly believed that we

will able to hold discussions and
meetings to reach agreements on
eternal peace. The strength of Un-
ion lies only within. As far as all
our ethnic races are brethren, we
have to hold discussions regard-
ing with our diversities by taking
base on union spirit to sort out the
solutions. I firmly believe that we
will overcome the concerns and
suspects through building the trust
and understandings. To conclude
my remarks here, | would like to
highlight the two points to be kept
in our hearts for the success of the
national reconciliation and peace
process are firstly “Practicing the
National Reconciliation Strategy
in continuously” and second one
is “Genuine desire to achieve ever-
lasting peace” —MNA

KNU Chairman Saw Mutu Sae Po addresses opening of
Union Peace Conference—21st Century Panglong

Chairman of Karen National Un-
ion Saw Mutu Sae Po extended
greetings at the opening ceremo-
ny of Union Peace Conference
—21st Century Panglong at My-
anmar International Convention
Center-2 in Nay Pyi Taw on
Wednesday.

In his welcoming speech, the
KNU Chairman said that ethnic
armed groups are very excited
to take part in a political dia-
logue scheduled to be held after
the conference, and supported
the 21stCentury Panglong Union
Peace Conference, expressing
hope that a democratic federal
Union could be built through the
2016 Panglong in the same way
that the 1947 Panglong led the
nation to independence.

The KNU Chairman high-

lighted the importance of peace,
national reconciliation and con-
stitutional amendments for ensur-
ing a harmonious development of
a society, citing that there can be
no peace without national rec-
onciliation and there can be no
national reconciliation without
reaching agreements and devel-
oping procedures to amend the
constitution.

He expressed his belief that
the Union Peace Conference held
this January following the sign-
ing of the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) was the rib-
bon cutting for a political mara-
thon and the 21st Century Pan-
glong Union Peace Conference
was the sound of whistle blowing
to start the long race.

Despite the NCA not being

perfect, it has acted as a bridge
that connected all stakeholders
into a political dialogue, said the
KUN Chairman, adding that the
common goal is peace.

He pointed out the need to lay
down a work programme involv-
ing peace, national reconciliation
and constitutional amendment in
the country’s peace process, call-
ing for parallel implementation of
the three sectors.

He stressed the need to de-
velop a roadmap for emergence
of a democratic federal Union
and to bridge the remaining gap
between stakeholders on estab-
lishment of a democratic federal
Union.

He suggested that guidelines
that are suitable to the real situa-
tions of regions and states should

be drawn up after development of
a political dialogue framework as
Union-level meetings are set to
be held after the conference.

He said that the 2008 Consti-
tution has forms of a federal sys-
tem but its essence is weak, add-
ing that now is the time to realise
a constitutional amendment after
seeking a compromise on differ-
ent goals of a federal system with
political dialogue.

He highlighted the im-
portance of reducing fighting,
dealing with resettlement of in-
ternally displaced persons with
goodwill and developing human-
itarian assistance programmes as
a gesture of building trust among
all stakeholders.

He called for a ceasefire
and establishment of a new

political culture.

He suggested listening to
the voices of political parties
that won no seats in the general
elections, CSOs and other stake-
holders and allowing them to take
part in the upcoming political di-
alogue.

In his conclusion, the KNU
Chairman called for making a res-
olution to build a new, peaceful
and harmonious society.—MNA

UNFC Chairman U N’'Ban La addresses opening of Union
Peace Conference—21st Century Panglong

CHAIRMAN of the United Na-
tionalities Federal Council U
N’Ban La, who is also the Vice
Chairman of Kachin Independence
Organisation, extended greetings at
the opening ceremony of the 21st
Century Panglong Union Peace
Conference held at the Myanmar
International Convention Centre-2
in Nay Pyi Taw on Wednesday.

In his welcoming speech the
KIO Vice Chairman thanked those
concerned for organising the con-

ference that brought all stakehold-
ers to work together toward the es-
tablishment of a democratic federal
Union inspired by putting an end to
decades-long armed conflicts.
Recounting the 1947 Pan-
glong Agreement, he expressed his
view that the Panglong Agreement,
emboldened with Panglong spirit
and pledges, was a real milestone
for the country that causes it to
stand taller in the world despite the
fact that the agreement did not in-

clude all and a federal Union that
provide ethnic minorities with de-
mocracy, equality and self-deter-
mination has not been realised yet.

He affirmed that no ethnic
group wants to secede from the
country but want to establish a
democratic federal Union on mutu-
al understanding, cooperation and
respects. He stressed the need to
seek a compromise through nego-
tiations at the first conference and
in future without making the Pan-

glong spirit or agreement weaker.

He called for qualities of en-
durance, goodwill, mutual trust,
understanding and forgiveness.

Itis high time to strive to shape
the future of the country which is
still poor despite its abundant natu-
ral resources, he said.

He also emphasised the need
to uphold the interests of the people
and highlighted the importance of
equality to move all stakeholders to
work together—MNA

NLD Patron calls for efforts at peace
conference to create a secure society for all

A safe and secure society is also
a prosperous one, an NLD offi-
cial said in his welcoming speech
to the Union Peace Conference-
21st Century Panglong in Nay
Pyi Taw on 31 August.

U Tin Oo, Patron of the Na-
tional League for Democracy,
said the purpose of organising the

peace conference was to restore
peace and order so the country
can be rebuilt as a free, just, de-
veloped nation.

“It is high time that the peo-
ple of Myanmar enjoyed a better
quality of life,” U Tin Oo said,
urging the delegates from differ-
ent groups to enter their discus-

sions at this meeting with hones-
ty, righteousness, mutual respect,
love and sympathy. Collectively,
he said, they can create a safe and
secure society for the citizens of
Myanmar.

“The people living in the
conflict areas have had bitter en-
counters since independence,” he

said, describing the loss of trust
among the national brethren as
one of the most damaging re-
sults. “The establishment of the
country as a federal republic is
impossible in the absence of mu-
tual understanding and trust,” he
pointed out.

See page 6 >>
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FDI in Myanmar hotel
and tourism projects
soar to US$2,918.5252m

Foreign direct investments
(FDI) in Myanmar ho-
tel and tourism projects
soared to US$2,918.5252
million, it is learnt from
the Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism.

Currently, there are
52 hotel projects in My-
anmar, both FDI and joint
investments.  Singapore
is on the top of the list
in FDI in Myanmar ho-
tel sector with an invest-
ment of US$1,624.1944
million,  followed by
Thailand with an invest-
ment of US$445.63mil-
lion and Viet Nam with
US$440million, it is learnt.

After the Myanmar
Citizen investment Law
was enacted, permission
to build 63 hotels having
9,120 rooms was granted
by the Myanmar Invest-
ment Commission (MIC),
with an investment of
Ks1,439,463.12million.
According to statistics
from the Hotel and Tour-

ism ministry, there are a
total of 1,361 hotels with
5,335rooms.

The World Travel &
Tourism Council (WTTC)
predicts that Myanmar
will be at or near the top
place out of 180 countries
in average annual growth
before 2025 because of
the growing GDP rate,
the rise in income earned
from the Myanmar tourism
sector and long-term de-
velopments, including job
opportunities. The hotels
and tourism ministry said
that concerted efforts are
required to gain momen-
tum in the tourism sector.
Myanmar is expected to
host 7.49 million tourists
in 2020. With Myanmar’s
growing tourism sector, it
is expected that the target
will be met in the coming
years. The incumbent gov-
ernment is taking steps to
effectuate development of
the tourism sector—Mon
Mon

RTAD to release imported car’s
model year limit this month

THE Road Transportation
Administration  Depart-
ment (RTAD) will release
the model year limits for
cars which will be import-
ed next year, said an offi-
cial from the Ministry of
Commerce.

“We have planned to
make the importers, indi-
vidual sellers and buyers
not suffer from this limita-
tion of the car model year,”

he added. Starting from
early 2017, only high mod-
el cars will be imported.
Therefore, the price of cars
granted permission to be
imported next year are ex-
pected to climb, it is learnt.
Myanmar citizens mostly
purchase Japanese-made
cars. When the model year
limit on the cars was first
put into practice, car sales
jumped, it is learnt.—200

Import of machinery
through Htee Khee border
trade camp resumes

MACHINERY  imported
into Myanmar through the
Htee Khee border trade
camp has been resumed,
with  permission granted
by Myanmar Investment
Commission (MIC), it is
learnt from the Ministry of
Commerce.

The permit allowing
the import of machinery
through border trade camps
was halted at the end of
2015. Licensed machinery
has been permitted through
border areas since May,
2016. The import permit
of the machinery has been

resumed at the Myawady,
Tachilek and Muse 105th
Mile border trade camps,
it is learnt. However, pri-
vatized individual import
of the machinery is not al-
lowed because the resumed
import permission of the
machinery is being utilised
at the Dawei Special Eco-
nomic Zone. Those who
are in compliance with the
requirements for an im-
port licence will be given
the green light to import
machinery, said an official
from the Ministry of Com-
merce.—200

KBZ Bank crowned Finance Asia’s
‘Best Bank in Myanmar’

KANBAWZA Bank was
named “Best Bank in My-
anmar” by London-based
Finance Asia at the awards
ceremony of “The Finance
Asia: Country Awards for
Achievement 2016” held in
Singapore yesterday.
Organisers said KBZ
Bank won the award because
it had the highest amount of
deposits in the 2015-2016
fiscal year, provided busi-
nesses with highest number
of loans, assisted the quick
development of country’s

economy, achieved the high-
est number of bank branch-
es in the country, gained
achievements year by year
with modern banking ser-
vices meeting international
standards, became the larg-
est taxpayer for several con-
secutive years and earned
plaudits for its efforts at
nationwide corporate social
responsibility in the 2015-
2016 fiscal year. At the
presentation ceremony, As-
sistant General Managers U
Zaw Win and Daw Thi Thi
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Aye of the KBZ Bank Ltd
accepted the award. Along
with KBZ Bank, ICBC Bank
from China, ICICI Bank
from India, BUSAN Bank
from South Korea, CIMB
Bank from Malaysia, DBS
Bank from Singapore and
Kasikorn Bank from Thai-
land were also given awards.
London-based Finance
Asia is an influential institu-
tion in the banking and eco-
nomic sector that evaluates
financial institutions and
present awards to them.

Finance Asia also rou-
tinely conducts forums and
conferences on finance and
investment in regional coun-
tries in order to promote the
monetary sector.

KBZ Bank has achieved
several awards for banking
awarded by international in-
stitutions from 2013 to 2016.

KBZ Bank also won the
Best Bank in Myanmar-2016
presented by London-based

Euromoney, winning the
prize for three consecutive
years.—GNLM

Kanbawza Bank is crowned with “Best Bank in Myanmar” award by London-based Finance Asia. PHoto: SuppLIED

Over 2,000 low-cost apartments to be sold in eight-year instalments

OVER 2,000 low-cost
apartments in Yangon can
be purchased under the
Hire-Purchase system in
September and those who
do not own house will be
given priority.

The Department of
Human Settlement and

Housing Development has
already handed over the
apartments to the Yan-
gon regional government.
These apartments are locat-
ed in Hlaingthaya and Da-
gon Myothit (South). The
apartments will be sold at
around Ks10 million, de-

pending on which floor of
the building the apartments
are located.

Those who do not own
a house are entitled to pur-
chase the apartments in
instalments. They have to
present evidence that their
family income is between

Ks3 lakhs and Ks5 lakhs
per month. After they pro-
vide the necessary docu-
ments, they have to open
account at the Construction
and Housing Development
bank so that they can pur-
chase apartments in 8-year
instalments.—200
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NLD Patron calls for efforts at peace conference to create a secure society for all

>> From page 4

U Tin Oo stressed the need
for strong legal protection for hu-
man rights and equality to main-
tain and enhance mutual trust. The
rise of federalism will enable the
people of all states and regions to
enjoy peace, harmony and rule of
law, he said.

“A single gunshot not only

takes a human life, but it also de-
prives a society of its rule of law,
peace and development,” the pa-
tron said, calling for a ceasefire to
end the social degradation of the
entire population.

He also called for the trans-
formation from fierce fighting to
heated negotiation at the peace
conference. The search for a res-

olution to the disagreements is
through coordination and persis-
tence, he said.

U Tin Oo considered the 21st
Century Panglong Conference
to be a crucial political opportu-
nity for the leaders of the ethnic
groups to renew their efforts in na-
tion building, describing the unity
among political and social leaders

in the restoration of peace as “un-
deniable.”

He pointed out the need for
more prosperous regions to help
the less-developed ones to ensure
equitable development, which he
described as the essence of feder-
alism.

He also pointed out the need
to foster the next generation of

leaders to save the country from
the trouble of longing for a hero,
quoting Andrea’s words in the play
of “Life of Galileo” by the German
dramatist Bertolt Brecht: “Pity the
country that breeds no hero.”

Galileo’s response to Andrea,
according to U Tin Oo: “No, An-
drea. Pity the country that needs a
hero.” —MNA

Secretary-General’s remarks at the 21st Century
Panglong Conference in Myanmar

| give you my full respect and
greetings from the United Na-
tions. It is a great honour for me
as Secretary-General of the United
Nations to address the great open-
ing of the 21st Century Panglong
Conference. Thank you for your
invitation.

This is a historic occasion for
the further democratization of this
country.

The symbolism of this Con-
ference is clear from its title, which
recalls the spirit of the original
Panglong Conference convened
in 1947 by General Aung San, the
Father of Modern Burma.

But today, we also look to the
future. This conference is bringing
together Myanmar’s different eth-
nic groups in a joint commitment
to a federal union based on equali-
ty, democracy and self-determina-
tion.

I congratulate all sides for the
patience, endurance, determination
and spirit of compromise you have
demonstrated in support of nation-
al reconciliation.

There is a long road ahead,
but the path is very promising.

This is the first time that such

a peace process has been initiated
in the seventy-year history of con-
flict and division between the Un-
ion Government and armed ethnic
groups.

Today’s meeting marks a his-
toric transition since former Pres-
ident U Thein Sein opened the
doors to democratic reforms six
years ago.

Around the world, we have
seen the tragedies that can ensue
when leaders deny the need for
democratic change.

Myanmar shows what is
possible, when leaders listen to
their people’s genuine aspirations,
genuine concerns of the people
and genuine dreams of where this
country should proceed.

The United Nations has been
a steady partner in support of My-
anmar’s reforms, in particular the
national reconciliation process.

We will continue our efforts
to smooth differences, lower ten-
sions and move parties towards
better understanding and dialogue
in line with the goals and values of
the United Nations Charter.

Distinguished delegates, la-
dies and gentlemen,

The long civil war has cost
numerous lives and robbed succes-
sive generations of their dignity,
tranquility and normalcy. It is now
clear that there can be no military
solution to your differences.

I urge you to accept that no
party involved in this reconcilia-
tion process can expect to achieve
all its aims. Conversely, every side
must win something if the process
is to succeed.

This will require goodwill on
all sides, and a recognition that
success is in the vital interest of all
the people of Myanmar, regardless
of ethnicity, religion, political affil-
iation or socio-economic status.

It is encouraging that the dif-
ferent ethnic armed organizations
with divergent interests and as-
pirations came together to form a
single team to negotiate the Na-
tionwide Ceasefire Agreement last
year.

This agreement was crucially
important, and the new Govern-
ment has undertaken efforts to
make it more inclusive. The 21st
Century Panglong Conference rep-
resents the result of those efforts.

I urge all of you, as you walk

along this path with Daw Aung
San Suu Kyi, to demonstrate the
wisdom needed to address com-
plex and unresolved issues, and to
pave the way for a unified negoti-
ation track that is inclusive of all
interests and constituencies.

This will require sensitivity
and flexibility, and respect for both
signatories and non-signatories.
You will need to be truly consul-
tative if you are to reach sustaina-
ble solutions. In this connection, |
urge you again to ensure that wom-
en make up at least 30 per cent of
the representatives at all levels of

dialogue.
Distinguished delegates,
Every transition [carries]
risks.

But refusing to embark on
transition may carry the greatest
risk of all. We see tragic evidence
of this around the world.

I urge you all to continue to
face up to your responsibilities,
particularly to the youth and chil-
dren of Myanmar — the future of
this wonderful country.

You owe it to them to work
for a better tomorrow, in which
they can fulfil their dreams and as-

pirations in peace and prosperity.

Ladies and gentlemen,

This is my fifth visit to My-
anmar as Secretary-General. From
Cyclone Nargis in 2008 to the
winds of change gripping the coun-
try today, | have worked to mobi-
lize the full support of the United
Nations system for Myanmar.

In my meetings with the au-
thorities and with representatives
of the wonderfully diverse peo-
ple of this country, | have always
found inspiration in your determi-
nation to advance towards reform,
peace and stability.

The United Nations will re-
main your respectful partner as this
process deepens.

I wish you every success.

Let’s work together for peace.

Thank you.

—Myanmar News Agecy

Pyithu Hluttaw hears Health & Sports Ministry’s answers to parliamentary questions

THE Pyithu Hluttaw held its
24th-day session yesterday with
Union Minister for Health and
Sports Dr Myint Htway respond-
ing to questions regarding the
upgrading and opening of sports
and health facilities.

To a call for the upgrading
of the Mandaing sports ground
into a township-level sport facil-
ity in North Okkalapa Township,
the Union minister replied that

the ministry has no plan to up-
grade the sports ground, adding
that it is required to inform the
Myanmar Football Federation
which has the responsibility of
the sports ground management in
accordance with terms and condi-
tions of a lease agreement.
According to the Union
minister, the onus is on the MFF
and Hantharwady United FC to
upgrade and maintain the sports

ground.

Next the Union minister an-
swered a question on whether a
plan to open a 16-bedded hospital
in Daka in Kangyidaunt Town-
ship was going ahead, saying that
there is a good chance the hospi-
tal to be built.

Daka, with a population of
34,082 people, has a rural health
centre which is situated about
a 30-minute drive from Kangy-

idaunt Township Hospital, 22-
mile and two-furlong  away
from Pathein People’s Hospital
and three and a half miles from
Dauntkyi station hospital in the
same township, added the Union
minister.

On the opening of a station
hospital in Pahokegyi village,
Homalin Township and the ap-
pointment of health staff to the
new rural health centre and its

branches, the Union minister re-
plied that the ministry prefers
the new rural health centre to a
station hospital and pledged to
coordinate the matter with local
officials as soon as possible.

He then responded to a call
to upgrade the 25-beddd Pauktaw
Township into a 50-bedded facil-
ity, saying that there is no imme-
diate plan to upgrade the hospital.
— Myanmar News Agency

Amyotha Hluttaw hears answers to parliamentary questions

A VILLAGE-to-village road with
11 bridges along its way will be
built in Kyauktaw Township dur-
ing the next fiscal year, Union
Minister for Agriculture, Live-
stock and Irrigation Dr Aung Thu
told the Amyotha Hluttaw yester-
day.

Construction of the road will
be implemented with the use of the
funds of the Department for Rural
Development and bridge construc-
tion be carried out with the use of
the funds of the Department for
Border Areas and National Races

Development, said the Union min-
ister, adding that that Department
for BANRD will take care of the
construction project.

The Union minister then re-
sponded to a call in regard to the
construction of Pyinphyu dyke in
Ponnagyun Township of Rakh-
ine State, saying that construction
work will kick off on the dyke
following an agreement with local
farmers regarding the location for
the dyke and its floodgates. The
project will use K373.50 million
from the regional government’s

fund for the 2017-2018 FY.

Likewise, Deputy Minister
for Transport and Communica-
tions U Kyaw Myo answered a
call for the implementation of nec-
essary measures against riverbank
erosion in Minbya Township of
Rakhine State.

The deputy minister pledged
to take care of the issue in accord-
ance with the budget allotment
and the ministry’s priority list,
saying that Directorate of Water
Resources and Improvement of
River Systems will provide tech-

nical assistance to riverbank ero-
sion control measures.

Next, Union Minister for
Electricity and Energy U Pe Zin
Tun replied to a question regard-
ing operation of coal-fired power
plants, saying that the ministry
allowed coal-fired power plants
to operate in accordance with en-
vironmental impact assessment
-EIA procedures of the Ministry
of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Conservation.

The Tikyit coal-fired boil-
er power station was leased to a

Chinese firm under a long-term
contract, said the Union minister,
adding that the firm is conducting
EIA/SIA procedures and public
and media consultation meetings
and preparing to install desulfu-
rization equipment, denitration
equipment and online monitoring
equipment.

He went on to say that coal-
fired power stations in Kaw-
thaung and Nawnghkio are being
operated under the management
of the regional governments.
— Myanmar News Agency
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing departs for Brunei Darussalam. PHoto: MNA

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and party leave
for Brunei Darussalam to pay goodwill visit

A MYANMAR  Tatmadaw
delegation led by Command-
er-in-Chief of Defense Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla left
Yangon International Airport to
pay a goodwill visit to Brunei
Darussalam at the invitation of
Commander of the Royal Bru-
nei Armed Forces Maj-Gen Dato
Paduka Seri Mohd Tawih Bin Ab-

dullah yesterday.

The Senior General and wife
and party were seen off at the air-
port by Adjutant-General Lt-Gen
Hsan Oo, senior military officers
from the Office of the Command-
er-in-Chief, the Yangon command
commander, the Brunei ambassa-
dor to Myanmar and officials.

Chief of General Staff (Army,
Navy and Air) General Mya Tun

Oo and senior military officers
left for Brunei on the same flight.

It is the Command-
er-in-Chief’s first visit to the
country after establishment of
bilateral diplomatic ties. During
his trip, the Senior General will
meet the Head of State of Brunei
Darussalam,the  Commander of
the Royal Brunei Armed Forces
and officials.—Myawady

Flood damaged

A BUDGET request of K1,167.42
million has been submitted to the
central Department of Rural Devel-
opment in Naypyidaw to finance
repairs to 11 roads and 52 bridges
which were destroyed through-
out 19 townships of Bago Region
during flooding which swept the
region during July and August, in-
flicting damages worth K4227.33
million, the Bago Region of De-
partment of Rural Development
has informed Myitmakha News
Agency.

infrastructure to

The budget included K76.44
million for repairs to a combined
length of 1.5 miles of damaged
roads from within six townships,
and K1090.98 million for the re-
building of 52 bridges across 14
townships.

“We’ve  made  separate
[budget] submissions for roads and
bridges which were destroyed by
this year’s flooding. The amount
requested is greater than the cost
of the original bridges as we’ve
requested such bridges, that were

be repaired

built out of bamboo and steel by
residents, be rebuilt with concrete.
If damage is minor, repairs will be
carried out with the maintenance
fund. But if they are indeed major,
the union budget will be used. For
the time being, our department has
erected temporary bridges in place
of those destroyed to allow people
to move around,” said Daw Su Su
Hlaing, assistance director of the
Department of Rural Development
for Bago Region—Myitmakha
News Agency

Banana plantation in KyaukpadaungTsp enjoys healthy profits

BANANA growers across Kyauk-
padaung Township in Mandalay
Region received a handsome prof-
it from the selling of their prod-
ucts this season, local farmers say.

Bananas manufactured from
the Popa area are mainly trans-
ported to Pakokku, NyaungU,
Myingyan, Taungoo, Ngahto-
gyi, Meiktila, Natmauk, Myo-
thit, Magway, Pwintphyu, Salin,
Chauk, Gangaw, Yaw in central
dry regions as well as some town-
ships in Chin State.

“Nearly 100,000 branches
of edible fruit have been sold a
month during this monsoon sea-
son. The volume is over 30 per
cent more compared with the
same period last monsoon,” said
a banana seller. Several banana
plantations in  Yenangyaung,
Magway and other townships
were badly destroyed by a recent
severe flood. That is why the
growers in Kyaukpadaung Town-
ship earned a high price for their
undamaged products.

Over 300 banana plantations
have been developed in Kyauk-
padaung Township this season.

The current price of a branch
of bananas is between K700 and
K900. Bananas are one of the
most widely consumed fruits in
the world because of their health
benefits.

The bananas help reduce the
risk of cancer and asthma, and is
also known to lower blood pres-
sure. Bananas are grown in over
100 countries.—Kyu Kyu

Public finance course to be introduced this month by MIF

THE Myanmar Institute of Fi-
nance, a private professional
institute in Myanmar, will in-
troduce this month its public fi-
nance course, which targets staff
from government and related
business organizations and com-
panies.

In addition to those in the fi-
nancial field, anyone whose job
is concerned with politics should

also attend this short course that
is scheduled to be opened be-
tween 3 and 5 September.

The three-day course will
offer knowledge on public fi-
nance management, relation-
ships between political and fiscal
policy, budgeting, taxation poli-
cy, income distribution, resource
allocation, recognizing the dif-
ference between private and

public goods.

The MIF was founded in Oc-
tober with the aim of enhancing
the country’s financial industry
by raising the standards of edu-
cation in the area of economics.

Both certificate and diplo-
ma levels of banking, insurance,
finance and accounting courses
have been conducted by the MIF.
—GNLM
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UEC announces termination
of letter of complaint

UNION Election Commission
terminated the letter of com-
plaint against MP U Tin Nu, also
known as U Tin Nu Aung, from
the Manaung Constituency, Ra-
khine State, who was elected as
MP for the PyithuHluttaw.
Termination of the com-
plaint letter followed the death
of U AungSein, the candidate
of the same constituency from
the Union Solidarity and Devel-
opment Party who lodged the
complaint against U Tin Nu to

the tribunal of the UEC.

U Aung Sein died on 28
July and the UEC terminated
the case three days later, ac-
cording to a statement released
by the UEC.

However, according to the
Pyithu Hluttaw Election Law,
those eligible persons who
want to lodge a complaint letter
against the defendant can apply
to the UEC within 15 days, said
the statement.—Myanmar News
Agency

Heads of services organisations
transferred, approved and appointed

PRESIDENT of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar has trans-
ferred, approved and appointed
the heads of services organisa-
tions yesterday.

The President has trans-
ferred Director-General U My-
int Thu of Strategic Studies and
Training Department under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to the
ASEAN Affairs Department as
Director-General from the date
he assumes charge of his duties.

Likewise, the President
confirmed the appointments of
Rector Dr Khin Maung Lwin
of the University of Medicine
(Mandalay) of the Department
of Health Professional Resource
Development and Management
under the Ministry of Health and
Sports and Rector Dr Daw Hsan
Hsan Win of the University of
Dental Medicine (Mandalay) of
the Department of Health Pro-
fessional Resource Development

and Management under the Min-
istry of Health and Sports from
the date on the expiry of one-year
probationary period.

The President also appointed
Chief Engineer U Tin Maung Oo
of Electricity Supply Enterprise
under the Ministry of Electricity
and Energy as Managing Direc-
tor of the same enterprise under
the same ministry, Deputy Di-
rector-General U Aye Kyaw of
Department of Electric Power
Transmission and System Con-
trol of theMinistry of Electricity
and Energy as Director-General
of the same department under
the same ministry and Deputy
Permanent Secretary Daw Khin
Mar Yi of the Union Minister
Office of the Ministry of Industry
as Managing Director of No (2)
Heavy Industry under the same
ministry on probation from the
date they assume charge of their
duties.—Myanmar News Agency

Myanmar athletes to take part
in Rio Paralympic Games

MYANMAR athletes will take
part in the 2016 Rio Paralym-
pics Games to be held between
7 and 18 September in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil.

Paralympics Games are
held every four year. Among
23 sports categories, the local
athletes will compete in track

and field and swimming.

The six-member Myanmar
team left Yangon for the host
country on Wednesday. They
were seen off at Yangon in-
ternational Airport by officials
from the Myanmar Federa-
tion of Persons with Disabili-
ties.—200

Business discussions to be held
between Finland and Myanmar

entrepreneurs

A BUSINESS discussion will
be held between Myanmar
and Finland entrepreneurs this
month in Mandalay Region to
create new business networks
between the two parties.

The meeting is planned to
take place on 8 September at
the headquarter of the Manda-
lay Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, with plans to discuss
promotion of bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries, said U
Win Htay, vice president of the

MRCCI.

The Finland investors
show great interest in the coun-
try’s construction industry and
technology sector as well as
environmental impact, renewa-
ble energy, education, mining,
health and medicine. They want
to conduct those businesses in
collaboration with local entre-
preneurs.

Interested  parties have
been invited to attend the busi-
ness event.—Kyu Kyu
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Always better to build on what
has already been achieved

Khin Maung Aye

ence from the British colonialists, there was a differ-

ence in opinion between General Aung San led na-
tional leaders and the leftist forces. The leftists assumed that
reattainment of independence from the colonialists through
the means of negotiation could not be a perfect freedom. Nev-
ertheless, the national leaders led by General Aung San had
chosen to negotiate because they wanted the fastest rehabili-
tation of their country and countrymen that had suffered
dramatically from the devastations and damages inflicted by
the Second World War. What hashappened isthat our coun-
try is still being faced with internal conflicts because of the
leftist extremists' policy of all or nothing.

Thissort of palicy isnow being heard again in the Union
Peace Conference — 21st Century Panglong. In fact, such an
attitudeisvery dangerousand destructiveto the 21st century
Panglong. Peoplearebelieved to beworried about thispolicy.
It isknown to the entire mass of people that strenuous effort
hasbeen exerted day and night toincludeall groups of armed
organizations in the Union Peace Conference. In our choice
of the future path, it should be pondered over well if it isap-
propriateto leave behind for the moment the three organiza-
tions which have not yet signed the Nationwide Ceasefire
Agreement (NCA) or not yet decided torenouncetheir armed
line and continue to negotiate for establishment of a demo-
cratic federal union based on NCA.

M atter-of-factly, the thr ee or ganizations ar e always wel-
comed with the door open to them for further discussion.
What’s more important isto continue to discussin detail the
federal principles like power sharing, resource sharing and
revenue sharing etc. It is always better to build on what has
already been achieved. Let’s be united and strengthen the
unity already achieved in order that we can all live in peace
and make effort for rehabilitation of our country torn and
tattered by almost seven-decade-long internal conflicts which
have been in existence between our own national brethren
who have been inhabiting the same land, partaking the same
water for more than a millennium, through weals and woes,
joysand sorrows, pleasures and pains, sunshineand rain.

Q T the time when effort was made to regain independ-
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Nwe Nwe Tun

E went on a trip to
Hanoi-Ninh Binh-Ha
Long for five nights six

days with Viet Nam Airlines on
10-15 August. During this media
familiarization trip, the Viet Nam
Airlines officials and the guide
explained about the history and
culture ofthe Vietnamese cities we
visited. The Airlines is a leading
airline in Viet Nam with Skytrax
4-star rating, and the airline was
awarded a4-Star Airlinerating on
12 July 2016 by the international
transport rating SKYTRAX.
Viet Nam Airlines is one of the
most highly regarded airlines like
Air France, British Airways and
Emirates. It is flying a total of 53
routes around the world including
Europe and Australia. This state-
owned airline is said to be one of
the top 50 airlines in the world.

Our trip was rather a tiring
one withavery tight schedule. No
sooner did we get up than we had
to have our breakfast in a rush in
order that we were not behind the
schedule. We were introduced to
thelegendary city, which is known
for its ancient architecture. This
city is rich in a culture influenced
by Southeast Asian countries,
China and France. This is the
capital of Viet Nam called Hanoi
or HaNgiintheir language. In fact,
thisname of Hanoi hasundergone
alot of changes during a thousand
years through several invasions,
occupations, restorations, and
name changes.

The Nguyen Dynasty gave
the city its modern name of Ha Noi
in 1831, but they had transferred
power to Hue by then; it remained
there until 1887, when the French
made Saigon and then Hanoi the
capital of all French Indochina.
It changed hands again in 1954,
whenitwas ceded to Ho Chi Minh
and the Viet Minh after almost a
decade of fighting, and it became
the capital of North Viet Nam;
Saigon was the rival in South
Viet Nam. Upon reunification in
1976, it assumed that title for the
entire country.

The first institution of learn-
ing in Viet Nam, QuocTuGiam,
was founded here in the 1l1th
century. Nine hundred years later,
the first western-style universities
in Viet Nam were also founded
in Hanoi. The city is one of the
leading centres of scientific study
andresearch inthe country. Hanoi
retains much of its older charm of
bygone eras, despite the battles
that have raged over it; conflicts
had the side effect of making
it largely oblivious to modern
architecture, and as a result, few
buildings in the city centre area
are higher than five stories.

The Old Quarter is second

only to Hoi An for uninterrupted
stretches of colonial and pre-co-
lonial architecture, well-pre-
served on dense warrens of
narrow, wonderfully atmospheric
streets. This section of the city
has a 1,000-year-old history of
commerce and, although much
has changed, items are still sold
according to category, with entire
streets dedicated to single items.
The streets are aptly named
“Hang” translated to merchan-
dise, followed by the product it
sells. For travelers looking to
experience a taste of Hanoi’s
nightlife, the commercial boom
and sprawl of Ho Chi Minh City
in the South for a more understat-
ed charm, worth enjoying for an
extra day or two, and with the Old
Quarter houses countless bars.

Hanoi city is 1,285 mi* wide
with more than 7 million popula-
tions and the second largest city
of Viet Nam. It is
largely without
a scratch from
the decades of
war, and is now
goingthrougha
buildingboom,
making it a
speedily de-
veloping city =S
in South- W&
east Asia.
There are
many little
temples,
including
street mar-
kets, selling -
household
goods and
street food.

Con -
stantly ranked
among the
world’s famous
cities, Hanoi’s
surrounding re-
gions attract
more tour-
ists. Its cli-
mateistrop-
ical, with
wet and hot
weather much
of the year. But
due to the city’s lat-
itude, temperatures drop dras-
tically in the wintertime and the
wind chill and dampness means
winter weather can feel cold.
During the summer months of
mid May to mid September, the
city turns into a sweltering sauna
with little to no wind.

There are nine museums in
Hanoi City: Vietnamese Women’s
Museum, Ho Chi Minh Museum,
Fine Arts Museum, Army Muse-
um, Air Force Museum, National
Museum of Vietnamese History,
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Tourists are waiting in front of the Ho Chi Minh’s Mausoleum.

Museum ofthe Vietnamese Revolu-
tion, Museum of Ethnology, Hanoi
Museum. They are all closed on
Mondays and Fridays like Ho
Chi Minh Mausoleum.
Vietnamese Women’s
Museum is located in cen-
tral Hanoi
away

from one km south of Hoan Kiem
Lake. This often overlooked muse-
um has recently benefited from an
extensive renewal of its permanent
exhibitions. The modernized interi-
or is well laid out with information
in Vietnamese, Englishand French,
and contains a huge volume of in-
formation on the fearsome female
heroines of Vietnamese history.
There are also exhibitions on the
rituals and traditions surrounding
women in the family, as well as a
fantastically presented collection of
complicated hand-made ethnic cos-
tumes. Particular highlights are the
regularly updated special
exhibitions onadiverse
range of subjects, from
contemporary issues
such as single moth-
ers, street vendors to
traditional medicine and
Mother Goddess worship.
Ho ChiMinh’s Vestige in

the Presidential Palace Area is the
beautifully landscaped complexin-
cludestwo of Ho Chi Minh’s houses,
kept shiny and “as he left them” by
the authorities, as well as a garage
with two of Ho’s “used cars” and a
carp-filled pond. The Presidential
Palace is also nearby, but it’s not
always open to visitors. Ho Chi
Minh’s Mausoleum is one of the
city down south may have hisname,
butonly Hanoi has the man himself,
entombed in distinctly Leninesque
fashionagainsthis wishes, butthat’s
how it goes. Anextensive collection
of over 7,000 artifacts makes this
museum worth a visit. There has
the bronze Dong Son drums and
2,500-year-old coffin canoe. This
relic complex has become vital
memories connecting to President
Ho Chi Minh’s 15 years of living
and working from December 1954
to September 1969.

Visitors will see the presi-

A distant profile of the Presidential Palace.
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dential Palace, fishpond, pergola,
orchard, cars, the hose of 1954 and
especially the historic house-on-
stilts of Ho Chi Minh which sym-
bolizes his living way of simplicity,
modesty, gentleness and dedication
to the nation and the nationals. The
whole site is full of wind, light
and fragrant flowers from gardens
around. Millions of home and
foreign visitors have poured here
to learn and to respect the virtue
and thought of a national liberation
hero—a great man of world culture.
The museum is divided into four
exhibition areas. The exhibits focus
on ancient history. This being so,
one should not miss a chance of
visiting the Revolution Museum
across the streetafterwards to learn
about recent events.

In the Ho Chi Minh’s Mauso-
leum, Vietnamese and foreigners
are prohibited no talking, revealing
clothing (shorts should be knee
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Students look around the Presidential Palace Area.

length and no exposed shoulders),
or other signs of disrespect allowed
while viewing; photos are allowed
only from outside, in the grand Ba
Dinh Square. Purses are allowed
into the tomb, but expect them to be
searched by several bored soldiers
along the way. Water bottles are not
allowed. Left luggage is handled in
a complicated scheme: there is an
office near the street for large bags,
with separate windows for Viet-
namese and foreigners, and a fur-
ther office for cameras, which will
be transported to a third office right
outside the exit of the mausoleum.
Items checked in at the first office,
however, will stay there. Note that
small digital cameras can be taken
into the mausoleum despite their
usenotbeing permitted inside. Note
also that the mausoleum is closed
for a couple months around the end
of the year, when the body is taken
abroad for maintenance.

PHoto: Nwe Nwe Tun

The gleaming white museum
is the Ho Chi Minh Museum and
its gloriously ham-handed iconog-
raphy is the perfect follow-up to the
solemnity of the mausoleum. The
building was completed in 1990,
is intended to evoke a white lotus.

Some photos and old letters are
on display on the second floor, but
the main exhibition space is on the
third floor. It includes cars crash-
ing through walls to represent the
chaos of post-war American cap-
italism, soldiers charging around
with electric plugs, a cave hideout
re-imagined as the inside of Ho
ChiMinh’s brain, and several other
post-modern confections integrated
with the main story of the man’s
life and his country’s struggle.
That museum is the one of the more
informative museums in Viet Nam
despite a high dose of personality
cult and political propaganda.

To be continued
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Social organizations
needed to attend to
clean up technology

training

TO protect the historic temples,
Regional government currently
prohibited the other social or-
ganizations to clean up damaged
Buddhist temples and monaster-
ies by last week’s earthquake,
said U Soe Tint, Nyaung U Dis-
trict General Administration De-
partment.

The social organizations
need to inform to District Gener-
al Administration Department if
they want to clean up the historic
Buddhist temples.

“Thirty-four Buddhist tem-
ples have been prohibited. We
will prohibit if we find they are
cleaning in other damaged tem-
ples without permission. The
members of pagoda board of
trustes were patrolling around
the temples. We will allow only
the social organizations led by a
staff member of department of
archaeology,” he added. Cur-
rently, the authorities are work-

ing on temporary restoring and
taking the photo of the damaged
temples and monasteries as a
record. Then, they will clean up
the debris.

Presently, Department of
archaeology is compiling the
document and after that they will
allow the social organisations to
clean up the temples. The social
organizations need to give the
name list to attend the cleaning
up of antique technology train-
ing which will be provided by
the UNESCO in first week of
September.  According to the
Ministry of Religion and Cul-
ture, 396 pagodas and monas-
teries were affected and 33 were
badly damaged in Bagan. Cur-
rently, authorities covered the
badly damaged pagoda which is
going to repair as soon as possi-
ble. The traditional painting wall
collapsed in Arr Nandar Pagoda
in Bagan. —Aung Thant Khine
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A LOCAL philanthropic organi-
zation in Nay Pyi Taw is looking
for donors to provide necessary
care to orphans and needy chil-
dren.

Since its establishment in
1990 by two Buddhist monks,
the home for needy children has
hosted about 700 children from
poor backgrounds.

Around 60 young babies,
40 preschool children, nearly

A long quene of the needy children being seen. Photo: Nay Myo AunG (LEWETHA)

500 basic education students
and 41 university students have
been accommodated at the
home.

Located four miles from
Thawuthti, a town in Lewe
Township, the home for orphans
also provides over 100 needy
children from nearby villages
with education assistance and
livelihood training, including
computer and sewing courses.

il-'-l'ﬁ-!': -

A basic education school

has opened within the compound
of the monastery to provide bet-
ter education services for those
children.

With the contribution of lo-
cal well-wishers, the abbot nor-
mally spends around K600,000
on food a day. Additional do-
nors are needed to participate in
the philanthropic activities.—
Nay Myo Aung (Lewetha)

NEWS

Crime

Three Chinese men arrested for selling fake gold

POLICE have arrested three
Chinese men in Pyigyidagun
township for selling fake gold.

According to investigators,
Kyo Paing Huan, 42, called U
Wah Hin, 50, and said he wanted
to sell 50 gold blocks before he
returned to China.

U Wah Hin met Kyo Paing
Huan with two other Chinese
men. U Wah Hin bought 50 gold
blocks for Ks 60 lakhs on Mon-
day.

U Wah Hin discovered that
the 50 gold blocks were fake and
informed police.

The police searched the
room of the Chinese men at
the Happy Hotel and found Ks
6,106,000, US$ 337, Malaysian
Ringgit 51, Russian Ruble 150,
Singapore Dollar 12, 48 fake
gold bars and two saws. The
police have charged them under
appropriate law.— Ko Ye

Three Chinese men arrested being seen with the fake gold. PHoto: Ko YE

Local police wanted ten members of gang

THE local police wanted ten
members of gang for assaulting
another three men who were com-
ing back home after watching
football match at a tea shop. The
accident occurred on Sunday mid-
night at Taungdwin road, Magwe
town.

According to investigation,
Than Htet Soe, 15, Sithu Ohn
Myint and Pyat Phyo from Myin
Kin village were heading home
with Motorbike around 10:30 pm
after watching football match at
the tea shop. Then, ten members
of gang stopped the motorbike and

hit three of them for no reason.
Also, they destroyed their motor-
bikes and ran away. Three of them
were taken to the Magwe General
Hospital, where they were treated
for wounds. The police are still
searching ten suspects for taking
of action.— Kyaw Zay Ya

Fire breaks out at

warehouse

A fire broke out at a warechouse
at a road transportation branch
office in Da Nyin Gone ward,
Insein township on Wednesday.

According to the investiga-
tion, the warehouse was rented
by CJ Korean Express. Aye
Ko, 20, a labourer, was weld-

in Insein

ing some iron items using a gas
cylinder tank. A firefighter said
a spark from the welding flame
ignited the gas cylinder.

The fire brigade sent ten
fire engines to put out the fire.
Police have taken action against
Aye Ko.— 684

Police arrested illegal
knives holder

POLICE have arrested a man
who was allegedly holding ille-
gal knifes in his house at Shwe
Pyi Thar township, Yangon on
30 August.

The police raided a house
of one U Nwe Win alias U
Pho Htaung. The police found
Khant Zaw Nay together with

a 19 inches knife and 10 inches
knife. After continuous search-
es, the authorities discovered a
cache of several knives in his
room. Action is being taken
against Khan t Zaw Nay un-
der section 19(A) of weapons
law.— Ko Ko Naing (Shwe
Pyay Thar)

Police arrested gamblers in Bago

POLICE arrested four people
who were allegedly playing the
cards in a house at Shwe Taga
ward, Pyay town, Bago region
on 29 August.

The police searched the
gambling house owned by
Daw Hsan Htay, 59, and found
the documents which are re-

lated to gambling and a stake
amounting to Ks 18,100. Lo-
cal police filed charges against
Daw Hsan Htay, Daw Hsan
Myint, 53, Daw Pyay Pyay,
20, and Aung Myint Oo, 34,
under section 13(A)/14(A) of
the gambling law.— Myanmar
Police Force
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Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull speaks during
Question Time in the House of Representatives at Parlia-
ment House in Canberra, Australia, on 31 August 2016.
PHoTo: REUTERS

Australia foreshadows expanding role in fight
against Islamic State in Syria and Iraq

SYDNEY — Australia will
expand its military action
against the Islamic State
militant group in Syria and
Iraq after amending its do-
mestic laws, Prime Minister
Malcolm Turnbull said on
Thursday.

Australia joined
the US-backed coalition
against Islamic State in
September 2014, and has

steadily increased its mili-
tary participation against
the group that has repeated-
ly called for attacks against
the United States and other
Western countries.
However, Turnbull said
Awustralia’s role had been
hamstrung by differences
between domestic and in-
ternational law, a loophole
that his government would

close with new legislation.
Australian law currently
only allows the targeting of
people who were playing
an active role in hostilities,
which Turnbull said was
more restrictive than inter-
national law.

“This legal risk posed
a major challenge to the
effectiveness of our opera-
tions. It meant that the [Aus-

tralian Defence Force’s]
targeting base in Iraq and
Syria was restricted, and we
could not operate as freely
as our coalition partners,”
Turnbull told the Australian
parliament. Turnbull said
military operations could
expand to target “a broad-
er range” of Islamic State
combatants once the law
was changed.—Reuters
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Calm seas, Libya’s lawless state open door for migrant flows

Migrants wait to disembark from the Italian Navy vessel Sfinge in the Sicilian harbour of Pozzallo, southern Italy, on 31
August 2016. PHoto: ReuTERS

ROME/TRIPOLI
Calmer seas and Libya’s
lawlessness have opened
the way for smugglers to
ship thousands of migrants
across the Mediterranean
this week, in a striking re-
minder of how far Europe
is from ending the migrant
crisis.

In just four days, Ita-
ly’s coastguard and Euro-
pean vessels pulled 13,000
migrants from packed
wooden boats and rubber
dinghies crossing from

Libya’s coast through the
Strait of Sicily, one of the
shortest routes from North
Africa.

Images from rescue
vessels showed migrants
crammed into  fragile
boats, some in orange life
jackets, others jumping
into the water to swim as
rescuers shouted for them
to stop. Many were women
and children, most of them
Subsaharan Africans.

Some 1,800 migrants
were saved in 12 rescue

missions on Wednesday,
3,000 migrants on Tues-
day, 6,600 on Monday,
1,600 on Sunday and 500
on Saturday, according to
Italy’s coastguard, which
coordinates sea rescues
between Libya and Italy.

Aid agencies and
Libyan officials say calm
waters after rough winds
in July may have prompt-
ed smugglers to dispatch
more boats for migrants
who can wait weeks for a
chance to sail.

“It’s not like people
were not coming out, but
on Monday they came out
by the thousands,” Nich-
olas  Papachrysostomou,
coordinator for Medecins
Sans Frontieres on board
the Dignity 1 rescue ship,
told Reuters.

“In the 10 days before
this weekend, we didn’t
rescue anyone, or very
few. It wasn’t bad weath-
er, but there were 1 metre
to 1-1/2 metre waves. —
Reuters
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Japanese bonito flake maker opens factory in France

CONCARNEAU (France)
— Gourmets in Europe
may soon taste the dif-
ference in dishes at local
Japanese restaurants as
the production of authen-
tic Japanese “katsuobushi”
— or dried bonito flakes, a
crucial ingredient in Japa-

nese cuisine — will shortly
begin in France.
Makurazaki France
Katsuobushi Co., a com-
pany headquartered in
Makurazaki, southwest-
ern Japan, has built a
920-square-metre  factory
in Concarneau in the Brit-

tany region of northwestern
France, to provide dried
bonito shavings made with
Japanese  artisan  skills
to restaurants and stores
throughout Europe.

“I hope this factory be-
comes a place from which
katsuobushi will spread its

wings around the world,”
said President Katsuhiko
Oishi, during a ceremony
Wednesday in Concarneau
commemorating the com-
pletion of the factory.
Andre Fidelin, may-
or of the French port town
with a population of 19,000,

also attended the ceremony
and said that Concarneau
will share its journey into
the future with katsuobushi.

Some 200 people at-
tended the ceremony, in
which the mayor, the pres-
ident and other officials
jointly cracked open a bar-

rel of sake.

It has been difficult for
Japanese dried bonito mak-
ers to export large amounts
of their products to Europe
due to strict regulations im-
posed by both the European
Union and the individual
countries.—Kyodo News

After lifetime with the poor, Mother Teresa speeds to sainthood

VATICAN CITY
Affectionately called the
“saint of the gutters” during
her lifetime, Mother Teresa
of Calcutta will be made an
official saint of the Roman
Catholic Church on Sunday,
just 19 years after her death.

A Nobel peace prize
winner, Mother Teresa
was one of the most in-
fluential women in the
Church’s 2,000-year histo-
ry, acclaimed for her work
amongst the world’s poorest
of the poor in the slums of
the Indian city now called
Kolkata.

Hundreds of thousands
of faithful are expected to
attend the canonization ser-
vice for the tiny nun, which
will be led by Pope Francis
in front of St. Peter’s basili-
ca. Although criticized both
during her life and following
her death, Mother Teresa is
revered by Catholics as a
model of compassion who
brought relief to the sick and
dying, opening branches of
her Missionaries of Chari-
ty (MoC) order around the
world.

“Even in popular cul-
ture she’s identified with
goodness, kindness, chari-
ty,” said Father Brian Kol-
odiejchuk, the MoC priest
who campaigned for her

sainthood.

In novels or movies
often characters say, ““Oh,
who do you think | am?
Mother Teresa?”” he told
Reuters.

Her critics view her dif-
ferently, arguing she did lit-
tle to alleviate the pain of the
terminally ill and nothing to
stamp out the root causes of
poverty.

In 1991, the British
medical journal the Lancet
visited a home she ran in
Kolkata for the dying and
said untrained carers failed
to recognize when some
patients could have been
cured. Kolodiejchuk said
her detractors missed the
point of her mission, argu-
ing that she had created a
place to comfort people in
their final days rather than
establish hospitals.

“We don’t have to
prove that saints were per-
fect, because no one is per-
fect,” he said.

In her adopted India,
a primarily Hindu nation,
Mother Teresa has been ac-
cused of looking to convert
the destitute to Christianity
- something her mission has
repeatedly denied.

The Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS), the
umbrella right-wing Hindu

'h___'

Mother Teresa presents documents for a new house to a villager from Latur in Bombay,

on 26 September 1994. Proto: ReuTERS

organisation that helped
create India’s ruling Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP), also
accuses Mother Teresa of
revelling in the misery of
others.

“As a resident of Kol-
kata, I feel insulted to see
its poverty being glorified
by the MoC. As a Hindu
nationalist | also feel that
Christianity is not the only
way of salvation,” said Jish-
nu Bose, the RSS spokes-
man in the city.

But Mother Teresa still

has legions of supporters in
India, including BJP Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

“All her life she worked
to serve poorer sections of
Indian society. When such
a person is conferred with
sainthood, it is natural for
Indians to feel proud,” Modi
said on Sunday in a radio
broadcast.

Mother Teresa was
born Agnese Gonxha Bo-
jaxhiu of Albanian parents
in 1910 in what was then
part of the Ottoman Em-

e

pire and is now Macedonia.
She became a nun at 16 and
moved to India in 1929, cre-
ating her mission in 1950.

The Roman Catho-
lic Church has more than
10,000 saints, many of
whom had to wait centuries
before their elevation.

But Mother Teresa, one
of the most recognizable
faces of the 20th century,
was put on the fast track to
sainthood after dying of a
heart attack on 5 Septtember
1997.—Reuters

Brazil’s Rousseff ousted by Senate, Temer

BRASILIA Brazil’s
Senate ousted President Dil-
ma Rousseff on Wednesday,
ending an impeachment
process that polarized Latin
America’s higgest country
amid a massive corruption
scandal and brutal economic
crisis.

Senators voted 61-20
to convict the country’s first
female president for illegal-
ly using money from state
banks to bankroll public
spending, marking the end
of 13 years of leftist Work-
ers Party rule.

Rousseff’s  opponents
hailed her removal as pav-
ing the way for a change
of fortunes for Brazil. Her
conservative SuCcessor,
Michel Temer, the former
vice president who has run
Brazil since her suspension
in May, inherits a bitterly
divided nation with voters

in no mood for the austeri-
ty measures needed to heal
public finances.

In his first televised
address to the nation after
being sworn in as president
through 2018, Temer called
on Brazilians to unite behind
him in working to rescue the
economy from a fiscal crisis
and over 11 per cent unem-
ployment.

“This moment is one of
hope and recovery of confi-
dence in Brazil. Uncertainty
has ended,” Temer said in
the speech broadcast after
his departure for a G20 sum-
mit in China.

Until just a few years
ago, Brazil was booming
economically and its sta-
tus was rising on the global
stage.

The country then slid
into its deepest recession in
decades, and a graft scandal

at state oil company Petro-
bras (PETR4.SA) tarnished
Rousseff’s coalition. Mil-
lions took to the streets this
year to demand her removal,
less than two years after she
was re-elected.

A string of corruption
scandals, led by the Petro-
bras scheme, has engulfed
vast swaths of Brazil’s polit-
ical class and business elites
over the past 2-1/2 years.

Temer will likely face
tough opposition from the
Workers Party both on the
streets and in Congress to
his agenda of privatisations,
reforms to Brazil’s generous
pension and welfare laws
and a public spending ceil-
ing he hopes lawmakers will
pass this year.

For the third straight
day, pro-Rousseff demon-
strators in Sao Paulo, Bra-
zil’s largest city, clashed

with riot police, who used
tear gas to clear the streets.

Defiant to the end,
Rousseff, a former leftist
guerrilla who was tortured
and jailed under military
dictatorship in 1970, vowed
to fight on in defence of Bra-
zil’s workers.

Standing outside the
presidential residence
flanked by supporters, she
insisted on her innocence
and said her removal was
a “parliamentary coup”
backed by the economic
elite that would roll back so-
cial programmes that lifted
millions of Brazilians out of
poverty over the last decade.

“They think they have
beaten us but they are mis-
taken,” Rousseff said, add-
ing that she would appeal
the decision using every le-
gal means.

“At this time, I will not

sSworn in

say goodbye to you. | am
certain | can say ‘See you
soon’.”

The end of the Workers
Party’s long grip on pow-
er sparked angry reactions
from leftist governments
across the region.

Venezuela, Bolivia
and Ecuador withdrew their
ambassadors, and Brazil
responded by recalling its
envoys for consultations.
Cuba’s Communist govern-
ment branded Rousseff’s
ouster part of an “imperial-
ist” offensive against pro-
gressive governments in
Latin America.

The US State Depart-
ment voiced confidence that
strong bilateral relations
with Brazil would continue,
adding the country’s demo-
cratic institutions had acted
within the constitutional
framework.—Reuters

TRADEMARK CAUTION
GlaxoSmithkling LLC. of
Comporation Senvice Company,
211 Conlenvile Road, Suite
400, Wimington, County of
Mew Castla, Delaware, 19808,
The United Sdabes is the Dwnar
and Scle Proprishor of the
Tollowing irademark:

REVOLADE

{Rag. No. IVAE0442007)
(Reg. Mo IMTITS2015)
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disorgers, inchuding
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infringement  whatsoever of
this trademark will be deall
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Hitain Lin Oo LL. 8 Advocabe

MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND
PATEMT LAW FIRM

E-mail; mipipiEmyptmal. netmm
Tel: 376318  G.P.O Bochi6s
Yangon. 2 Seplember 2016

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Stafford-Miller (Inetand) Limited
off Clocherane, Youghal Road,
Dunganan, Co. Walaroed,
Ireland is the Owner and Sole
Propretor of the following
traceman;

SENSODYNE
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(Reg. Mo, MT17G2015)
usad in respact of - Class X
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beeath fresheners; dental gets,
tooth  bleaching preparations,
toath  polishing  preparations,
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and aooseralies, cosmibic nolh

ghainremoval preparatons”
(s 5 Medicaled dentifices,
medicated tooth bleaching
preparalions, medicaled toath
whilening praparations, medi-
cated bleaching preparations,
e dcatad mouthwashes,
medicated chewing gum and
lazenges for dental hygiena”
Class 10: “Bleach preparations

denkal frays™

Class 21: *Toathbrushes, tooth-
picks, denial fioss”

Fraudulent imitation or

imauthaonzed e of any alher
infringement  whatsoever of
this trademark will be deall
with according to law,
ThednAung 8.5 RLDEL Advodale
MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND
PATENT LAW FIRM
E-mail: mipip@impimal. nelmm
Tek3TE318  GUP.O Bobe
Yangon. 2™ Seplamber 2016
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Five dead after two planes
collide mid-air in Alaska

SEATTLE — Two small
planes collided in mid-air
over southwest Alaska on
Wednesday, killing all five
people aboard both aircraft,
authorities said.

The crash occurred
around 11 a.m. local time
(1900 GMT) about 60 miles
(96 km) north of the city
of Bethel, Alaska National
Guard spokeswoman Can-
dis Olmstead said in a state-
ment. The single-engine
planes were a Cessna 208
Caravan with three individ-
uals on board, and a Piper
PA-18 Super Cub carrying
two people, Olmstead said.

The Cessna belonged to
Hageland Aviation Servic-

es, aregional airline, and the
Piper was operated by Ren-
fro’s Alaskan Adventures,
she added. Renfro’s offers
wilderness hunting and fish-
ing trips out of Bethel, ac-
cording to its website.

Alaska is a sparsely
populated US state more
than twice the size of Texas,
and residents in remote are-
as rely on small planes for
travel, recreation and mail
delivery.

Alaska State Troopers
said in a statement that res-
cue workers searching the
crash site found no survi-
vors aboard either aircraft,
and said an investigation
was continuing.—Reuters

.

L

Britain’s Princess Anna listens to Russian artist Sergei Syukhin near a memorial to the participants of the Arctic Convoys
during festive commemorations for the 75™ anniversary of the arrival of the first allied Arctic Convoy, Operation Dervish, at
the northern port of the Soviet Union during World War I, in Arkhangelsk, Russia, on 31 August 2016. Proto: Reuters

Russia honours first British Arctic convoy, 75 years on

ARKHANGELSK, (Rus-
sia) — British and Russian
World War II veterans
gathered on Wednesday in
Arkhangelsk, 75 years to
the day since Britain’s first
Arctic convoy of military
supplies steamed into the
northern port.

Britain’s Princess
Anne has been among
those attending events hon-
ouring those who sailed,
and the thousands who
died, protecting supply
convoys dispatched to aid
the Soviet Union against
Nazi Germany.

On 31 August, 1941,
two months after Hitler’s
surprise attack on his erst-
while ally prompted Josef
Stalin to seek support from
a beleaguered Britain, the
first convoy, codenamed
“Dervish”, sailed into

Arkhangelsk, or Archan-
gel, after a 10-day cross-
ing.

In one of the lesser
known examples of Brit-
ish-Soviet wartime coop-
eration, the six British and
one Dutch merchant ships
which arrived under the
protection of the Royal
Navy carried among other
supplies a force of Hurri-
cane fighters.

These would be flown
by Britain’s Royal Air
Force in aerial battles with
the Luftwaffe and the Ger-
mans’ Finnish allies before
being handed over to Sovi-
et pilots.

John “Tim” Elkington,
who arrived as a 20-year-
old with the RAF’s 151
Wing in Russia, said his
most  frightening expe-
rience was crossing the

Arctic Sea on a route that
would claim more than
3,000 Allied lives over the
next four years as U-boats,
aircraft and mines sank 101
merchant and naval ships.

“The most dangerous
part was being on an Arctic
convoy and not knowing
what was going to happen
with the submarines, the
aircraft and the mines,” El-
kington said.

“But the operation in
the air, there was no real
danger because we were
used to fighting Messer-
schmitts. We were used to
that. And it was quite ex-
citing to shoot an aircraft
down.”

The convoys were
“the worst journey in the
world” in the words of
Prime Minister Winston
Churchill, who used them

to forge an uneasy anti-Na-
zi alliance with Stalin that
would last until the victors
fell out, ushering in the
Cold War.

Concern in Moscow
that a standoff with NATO
over Ukraine is a ‘“new
Cold War” have been ac-
companied by increased
interest from President
Vladimir Putin’s Kremlin
in rekindling memories of
World War II cooperation
with Britain and the United
States.

As commemorations
of Russians’ wartime sac-
rifices reinforce national
pride and loyalty to Putin
at home, surviving foreign
veterans have also been
feted in recent years as
Moscow seeks to counter
what it sees as vilification
in the West.—Reuters

TRADEMARK CAUTICRN
Car Cosmetle Co., Litd., a company registered under the
laws of Thailand, which is located =1t 57 Moo &
Vibhawadee-Rangsal Road, LakHok, Mueng District,
Pathumthani, Thailand, is the sole owner of the following

=t

Marvhine

Feg. Mo, 97332016
In respect of Class 2: Varnishes for land vehicles; and all
gocds im this Class
In respect of Class 3: Vehicle cleaning preparations;
Polishing wax; Shiming preparations (polish); Leather
preservalives (pohishes), Cream for leather, Waxes for
leatber; and all goods in this Class,
In mespect of Class 4: Camawsba wax; Industrial wax;
Lubncant grease; and all goods m this Class
In respect of Class 12: Vehicle covers, and all goods in this
Class,
In respect of Class 21: Chamoas leather for cleaning: Cloths
for cleaning; Sponges for houschold purposes; Polishing
matenals for makng shany, excepl prepamtions, paper and
sone; Polishing gloves, Brushes: and all poods in this
Class,
Car Coametic Coe, Lid. claoms the mademark nght and
ociber relevant intellectual property right for the mark as
mentiened above, Car Cosmetic Co., Lid. reserves the mghts
to lake legal measures against any mfringer who vialates ks
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Daw May Thwe Hlsng, LLE., LLM., (H.G.P.)
For Car Cosmedic Ca., Lid.
Tilleke & Gibbins Myanmar Led. Mo, 1608, 16* Floor,
Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kysukisda
Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Email address: myanmari@tilbke com
Dated: 2.9 20016

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV YOSSA BHUM VOY. NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV YOSSA
BHUM VOY NO () are hereby notified that the ves-
sel will be arriving on 2.9.2016 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of A.LLP.T where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8§ am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S REGIONAL CONTAINER
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV KOTA HASIL VOY.NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA HAS-
IL VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 2.9.2016 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of M.LT.T / A.-W.P.T where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV BC MUMBAI VOY.NO ()

Consignees of cargo carried on MV BC MUMBALI
VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 2.9.2016 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of M.ILP where it will lie at the consign-
ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8§ am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ORIENT OVERSEA
CONTAINER LINES

Phone No: 2301185
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Musical about L.A. dreamers
opens 73" Venice film festival

VENICE — Damien Chazelle’s
“La La Land”, a musical com-
edy-drama about the joys

and pains of pursuing one’s
dreams, opened the Venice
film festival on Wednesday,
kicking off days of screen- |

ings, parties and red carpet |
glamour. \
The movie, starring |
Ryan Gosling and Emma
Stone, tells the story of a \
struggling jazz pianist, Sebas-
tian, who falls in love with Mia,
an aspiring actress in modern day
Los Angeles. Sebastian is trying to
get people, young and old, to care
about traditional jazz, while Mia
hopes one of her many auditions
will finally land her an acting gig.
“Young people have fallen
into a lot of cynicism, are mak-
ing fun of things and pointing out
the flaws in everything and this
movie is anything but that,”
Stone told journalists
at a news confer-
ence. She said
the the movie re-
of the minded her of
estival in  her own “hu-
31 August rr_li_liating au-
o REUTERS ditions” when
she first arrived

arbara

\
\

in Los Angeles.

“This is what | hope young
people will do: work hard to
achieve their dreams.”

The musical is one of 20 US
and international vying for the
Golden Lion that will be awarded
on 10 September.

British director Sam Mendes,
known for James Bond movies
“Skyfall” and “Spectre” and who
heads this year’s jury, said he is
looked forward to seeing each
movie with as little knowl-
edge as possible, add-
ing he had no cri-
teria for what

Gender and emotion examined in
artificial mtelllgence tale ‘Morgan’

LOS ANGELES — The struggle

to replicate human emotion in
artificial intelligence is often

explored in movies, but what
happens when an artificial |
being is too emotional?

“Morgan,” out in |
theaters on Friday, is setin |
a near future reality where |
a group of scientists froma
corporate Al company breed
a synthetic baby.

Aged 5 but growing fast- ‘

er than a human child, Morgan,
played by 20-year-old Anya
Taylor-Joy, looks like female
teenager and is a highly intel-
ligent being with outbursts of
deadly anger.

When Morgan is told by
her human minder that she is no

~..\

Actress Kate Mara .
PHoTo: Reuters

longer allowed outdoors and in-
stead must stay in a caged under-
ground room where she is con-
stantly observed, she stabs her in
the eye. In comes the immacu-

lately groomed corporate agent
Lee Weathers (Kate Mara) to
determine whether Morgan
should be terminated.

“l had to hold back on

most emotions because my
character is rather unemo-
tional and very even-keeled
and calculated, very fo-
cused,” Mara said in an in-
terview. The film centers on
its three lead female characters
who include “Game of Thrones”
actress Rose Leslie as Morgan’s
closest friend, and Morgan’s
struggle with gender identity.
Half the scientists identify the
being as “her,” while the oth-
er half including Lee Weathers
coldly refer to Morgan as “it.”
—Reuters

made one excellent.
“l will know it when | see
it,” he said.
“La La Land” opens with
a chorus music scene set dur-
ing a morning traffic jam on
a Los Angeles motorway,
where  drivers  jamming
away to tunes in their empty
cars suddenly jump out of
their vehicles and dance on
the roofs, all to the beats of a
big band.

Chazelle said the movie
builds on all the clichés people
may have about Los Angeles,
including the “traffic, the terri-
ble parties, the celebrity culture,
the shallowness”, but then shows
that “there is something very po-
etic about the city that’s just built
by people with these unrealistic
dreams”. The 31-year-old Cha-
zelle is best known for writing
and directing “Whiplash”, which
earned him five Academy Award
nominations and won three Os-
cars. —Reuters

ift.
Taylor SW!
PHgTO REUTERS

Taylor Swift
makes donation
to hospital

that saved her
godson

LOS ANGELES — Singer
Taylor Swifthas made a dona-
tion to Cedars-Sinai Hospital on
behalf of actress friend Jaime
King’s son, who suffered from a
congenital heart defect.

King, 37, revealed that
26-year-old Swift made the do-
nation to on her child Leo’s be-
half. The mother of two is filled
with gratitude for the singer’s
tribute gift, reported Aceshow-
biz.

“Dear all- at 20 weeks our
son was diagnosed with Trans-
position of the Great Arteries
AKA TGA,” King opened up
on Instagram. “He had a major
heart surgery, that was terrify-
ing, and traumatic for us as par-
ents, for our family. Only a few
of our best friends knew. | felt
that | had to protect him in fear
of the unknown, fear he would
not make it. We felt isolated &
confused.”

“@taylorswift does so
many selfless acts that go un-
noticed because she does them
silently, from such a great place
of unconditional giving. As
the Godmother of Leo Thames

for his birthday she gave an

incredible donation to the

people that saved his

life,” the actress
wrote.—PTI
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Tomatoes come
to town: Bunol
prepares for
LaTomatina

LLOSA — Theripe, round,
red fruit tumbles out of
crates and is piled high on
trucks, while people cover
balconies in plastic sheets
and board up houses and
shopfronts.  Preparations
for the annual ‘La Tomati-
na’ festival have begun.
About 150,000 kilos of
tomatoes were transported
to Bunol, west of the Span-
ish city of Valencia, ahead
of the festival on Wednes-

day, when thousands of
revelers will throw them
at each other on a narrow
street in the town.

The massive food
fight lasts for an hour, with
around 20,000 people ex-
pected to attend this year.

The tomato fight has
been a tradition in Bunol
since the end of World War
Il and has drawn a large
international following in
recent years.—Reuters

F T

LIFESTYLE 15

GEIEOBALNEW [fGH Tor MYANMAR

. =

Revellers battle with tomato pulp during the annual
‘Tomatina’ (tomato fight) festival in Bunol near Valencia,
Spain, on 31 August 2016. PHoto: REUTERS

Macau gambling

revenue breaks two-year
downward trend with one
per cent August rise

HONG KONG — Macau,
the world’s biggest casino
hub, posted a 1.1 per cent
rise in gambling revenue
in August, the first positive
monthly  year-over-year
growth in more than two
years, after the opening of
Wynn Macau’s $4 billion
resort in the southern Chi-
nese territory.

August marks the first
upward tick for the former
Portuguese colony since
May 2014, after month-
ly revenues plummeted
to five-year lows due to
slowing economic growth
in the world’s second larg-
est economy. A major an-
ti-graft campaign also kept
the very rich from openly
flaunting their wealth.

Macau, the only place
in China where casino
gambling is legal, is set for
another multi billion casi-
no resort this month with

US billionaire  Sheldon
Adelson’s Sands China
$3 hillion Parisian resort.
Improving visitation over
the summer helped bolster
the mass market segment,
which has become a key
focus after a dearth of VIP
gamblers on Macau’s plen-
tiful baccarat tables.

Gambling revenue was
18.8 billion patacas ($2.4
billion), government data
showed on Thursday, at the
top end of analysts’ expec-
tations that varied from a
drop of 3 per centto a 1 per
cent growth.

A swift rebound is un-
likely, say analysts, who
caution the new proper-
ties, which include a scale
version of the Eiffel tow-
er and an aerial gondola
ride, will be impacted by
slow market growth and
infrastructure bottle necks.
—Reuters

Flying pigs and prisms: Pink Floyd
expo to open at London’s V&A

LONDON — A pink in-
flatable pig the size of a
bus floated above Lon-
don’s venerable Victoria
and Albert museum on
Wednesday but unlike an
infamous outing above
Battersea Power Station
in 1976 it did not break
free and ground planes at
Heathrow.

Instead, it perhaps
slowed traffic a bit, but
most certainly caused pas-
sers-by to exclaim: “The
pig!”.

One of the many
globally recognisable
emblems of Pink Floyd,
along with prisms and
marching hammers, the
pig was flying to mark the
launch of “The Pink Floyd
Exhibition: Their Mortal
Remains”, a retrospective
to be hosted at the muse-
um next May.

That date marks 50
years since the band re-
leased its first single “Ar-
nold Layne”. The group

then went on to massive
worldwide acclaim, includ-
ing two of the most suc-
cessful albums of all time,
“Dark Side of the Moon”
and “The Wall”.

The exhibition is de-
signed to celebrate that,
along with Pink Floyd’s
achievements in graphics,

design, architecture, stag-
ing, lighting, film and pho-
tography.

Nick Mason, drummer
and a founding member,
said the exhibition is really
a paean to the band’s lon-
gevity. “It’s the fact that we
still sort of exist and we still
seem to interest people after

An inflatable pig from the band Pink Floyd floats over
the Victoria and Albert Museum to promote ‘The Pink
Floyd Exhibition: Their Mortal Remains’, which will open
in May 2017, in London, Britain, on 31 August 2016.
PHoto: ReEUTERS

50 years in an industry that
was seen as entirely ephem-
eral by all of us when we
first started,” he told Reu-
ters at the launch.

“I’m fond of reminding
people that Ringo thought
that he’d open a chain of
hairdressers when the Bea-
tles came to an end ... |
don’t think we saw any 50
years ahead of us when we
kicked off.” The V&A is
promising an immersive
experience when the exhi-
bition opens, with concert
footage not seen before, a
laser light show designed
for the event, new stage de-
signs, 350 different objects
plus some items from the
museum’s own collection. It
will be the museum’s third
recent foray into the rock
world. It held a critically ac-
claimed exhibition on David
Bowie in 2013 and opens
“You Say You Want a
Revolution? Records and
Rebels 1966 1970” in Sep-
tember.—Reuters
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Nadal completes ‘roof’ double at US Open

Rafael Nadal of Spain
after beating Andreas
Seppi of Italy on day
three of the 2016 US
Open tennis tournament
at USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Centre in
New York, NY, USA, on
31 August 2016.
PHoto: ReuTers
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NEW YORK — Rafa Nadal
boasted after his first-round US
Open match that he had a vid-
eo recording of being the first
- player to hit a ball in
practice under the
new roof at Arthur
Ashe Stadium.

On Wednes-
day, the
fourth-seed-

ed  Spaniard
achieved the
double as he
. hit the first
ball in com-
petition un-
der the $150
million roof
after  rain
briefly inter-
rupted his sec-
ond-round match against Italian
Andreas Seppi.
The crowd looked skyward
at the spectacle of the high-tech

closure and roared in approval
when the two sides met above the
court in five minutes, 35 seconds.

Play resumed seven minutes,
22 seconds after the stoppage
with Nadal serving at 3-3 in the
second set before he completed a
6-0, 7-5, 6-1 victory over Seppi
that lifted him to a third-round
match against Russian Andrey
Kuznetsov.

The Spaniard was aglow af-
ter his victory and being part of
the first match played under the
Ashe Stadium roof.

“I was very happy to be the
first player to play in the com-
petition with this fantastic roof
closing,” he said. “Amazing,
unbelievable.” Nadal’s mood
was in stark contrast to women’s
French Open champion Garbine
Muguruza who had preceded her
compatriot onto the Arthur Ashe
Stadium court and was upset by
48"-ranked Anastasija Sevastova

of Latvia 7-5, 6-4 in the second
round.

Muguruza and Sevastova
played with the roof open, but
both complained about the noise
from the boisterous fans, which
appeared to be exacerbated by
the roof support structure trap-
ping the sound.

Umpires continually ap-
pealed to the crowd to be quiet,
but that did little to lower the
noise.

“This is New York,” US
Tennis Association executive di-
rector Gordon Smith said. “Yes,
there is crowd noise and yes, we
want the crowds to come, to be
excited.

“We want them to cheer. We
think that over time the fans will
adjust and the players will adjust.

“This is a learning year for
us ... we’ll look at doing things
in the future to deal with that.”
—Reuters

Mourinho

laments timing
of international
break for derby

LONDON — Manchester Unit-
ed manager Jose Mourinho said
the international break has made
his plans for the Manchester
derby a bit more “complicated”
than he would have liked, espe-
cially with his South American
players returning a day before
the clash.

With a bulk of the Unit-
ed squad away on international
duty and striker Zlatan Ibrahi-
movic being given an extended
break, Mourinho has been left
with almost none of first team
players to work with since Sat-
urday’s last-gasp win over Hull
City.

The former Chelsea and
Real Madrid manager will also
have first-choice right back An-
tonio Valencia and squad play-
ers, goalkeeper Sergio Romero
and defender Marcos Rojo,
arrive at the club’s training
ground, 24 hours before the 10
September fixture.

“We keep eight outfield
players and Sam Johnstone as
the goalkeeper. We are going
to lose the others and we don’t
know the way they train, the
way they recover, the life they
are going to have with their na-
tional teams,” Mourinho told
MUTYV. “Some are coming back
on the Monday before the Man-
chester City match but some are
coming back on Friday. The
day before Man City, we will
still have Sergio Romero, Mar-
cos Rojo and Valencia arriving.
—Reuters

NEW YORK — Garbine
Muguruza was once again left to
sift through the remains of an-
other failed US Open campaign
after the third-seeded Spaniard
suffered a shock 7-5, 6-4 sec-
ond round upset by unheralded
Latvian Anastasija Sevastova on
Wednesday.

The French Open champion
has never found the same success
on the Flushing Meadows hard
courts as she has on Parisian clay,
where she claimed her first grand
slam title in May by beating Ser-
ena Williams in the final.

In four visits to the US
Open, the 22-year-old has yet
to advance to the third round in
New York and the Spaniard was
unable to overcome her 48"-
ranked opponent this time in a
sloppy contest littered with ser-
vice breaks.

Muguruza came into the
year’s final grand slam with a
chance to usurp Serena Williams
at the top of the world rankings
if she could win the tournament,
but she was already claiming it
would need ‘““a miracle” to even
reach the final after her first
match.

The Spaniard, however, did
not go down without a fight.

Serving for a third round
berth at 5-1, Sevastova had two
match points but could failed
to convert either as Muguruza
registered the break to keep her
hopes alive. Muguruza continued
to close the gap by holding to
love then breaking the crumbling
Latvian a second time to get the
set back on serve.

With the match slipping

away and the crowd at the mas-
sive Arthur Ashe Stadium court
buzzing, Sevastova calmed her
nerves to break once more, seal-
ing the biggest win of her career
with a fizzing forehand cross-
court winner.

“I was shaking a little bit at
the end,” the 26-year-old Sevas-
tova admitted in an on-court in-
terview. “A night match on Ashe.
What is going to be bigger?

“I thought, “Why do they put
me on Ashe at 7pm?’ I mean, |
think they thought it should be a
good match.

“It feels great, but it’s still
not like I won the tournament.
It’s only second round.”

It was certainly not the high
quality match one might have
been expected to see at prime
time on one of the sport’s big-
gest stages, Sevastova commit-
ting a whopping 34 unforced
errors but outdone by an even
sloppier Muguruza with 38.

Muguruza did take a
majority of her chances,
converting five-of-six . |
break point oppor-
tunities, but Sev-
astova was able
to  capitalise
on seven of
the 12 the
Span J
iard pre-
sented
to her in the
error-prone contest.

While Muguruza needs to
go back to the drawing board, the
victory could serve as a key step-
ping stone in Sevastova’s reha-
bilitation after the Latvian retired

in May 2013 due to a chronic run
of injuries before launching a
comeback last year.

“I think I had to work on
it when I took the time off,”
said Sevastova, who will face
Ukraine’s Kateryna Bondaren-

Garbine Muguruza of
Spain returns a shot
to Elise Mertens of
Belgium on day one
of the 2016 US Open
tennis tournament at
USTA Billie Jean King
National Tennis Centre
in New York, NY, USA,
on 29 August 2016.
PHoto: REUTERS

ko in the third round. “I think I
manage it better now that I stay
in the moment. It’s tough to not
look ahead.

“We can enjoy it today but
tomorrow is a new day. You have
to think forward.”—Reuters
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