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Union Foreign Affairs 
Minister meets with US 
Deputy National Security 
Adviser for Strategic 
Communications

Ye Khaung Nyunt

FOLLOWING a three-day meet-
ing in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 
eight signatory armed groups to 
the Nationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment vowed yesterday to seek 
inclusiveness of the peace pro-

cess, considering the NCA is the 
beginning point to ending current 
armed conflicts and for holding 
dialogues to solve political di-
lemma.

In their announcement, 
which came after the meeting 
held from Monday until yes-

terday, the eight ethnic armed 
groups that signed the NCA last 
year also said that they all will 
cooperate with the State Coun-
sellor to hold the Union Peace 
Concerence-21st Century Pan-
glong Conference as they be-
lieve that the conference can 

lead to national reconciliation, 
internal peace and a democratic 
federal union.

They also declared that they 
will all participate in the confer-
ence scheduled to take place in 
Maijayan, Kachin State, from 26 
to 29 July. 

In the announcement the 
groups said that they will make 
coordinated efforts together  
with other ethnic armed groups, 
political forces, the government 
and the Tatmadaw to achieve 
internal peace through political 
dialogue.

NCA groups vow to seek inclusiveness at Peace Conference

Tatmadaw holds press conference on Myitkyina shooting incident, dead bodies in Lashio, 
Mai Ja Yang ethnic conference, relief and rehabilitation works for Rakhine flood victims

covering all the bases
THE Tatmadaw held a press 
conference in Yangon yesterday 
with Lt-Gen Mya Tun Oo giving 
a press briefing on a shooting in-
cident in Myitkyina, dead bodies 
found near Mong Yaw village in 
Lashio Township, an ethnic con-
ference planned in Mai Ja Yang 
and the Tatmadaw’s relief and 
rehabilitation works in Rakhine 
State. 

On the Myitkyina shoot-
ing incident that occurred on 20 
June between an alleged group 
of eight young people and two 
defence services personnel that 
resulted in the death of a victim 
following what the Tatmadaw 
claims was an attempt by the vic-
tim, a local university student, to 
snatch away a firearm from Pri-
vate Maung Maung, Lt-Gen Mya 
Tun Oo elaborated on measures 
being taken by Tatmadaw in ac-
cordance with rules and regula-
tions.

In his briefing on dead bod-
ies found near Mong Yaw village 
in Lashio he claimed that two un-
identified people were shot dead 
during a clash between a military 
column and an insurgent group 
on 25 June and the drugs were 
later discovered on the two peo-
ple killed.

See page 2 >> Lt-Gen Mya Tun Oo talks to media at a press conference in Yangon on 20 July 2016. Photo: Reuters
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Yangon General Post office is 
making effort to link its courier 
service with more online shop-
ping sites, said an official from 
the Ministry of Transportation 
and Communication. 

There are currently 30 online 
shopping sites which have linked 
with Yangon General Post office. 
These sites delivered the ordered 
merchandises to their customers 
through Yangon General Post 
Office. The postal service is good 
but cannot reach many people as 
they need to attract the attentions 
of the public by releasing the 
public announcements. 

Yangon General Post office 
is conducting the awareness cam-
paign through its own staff to be 
able to cooperate better with on-
line shopping sites to earn more 
revenue. To be able to provide 
better and faster service, the post 
office is adapting to the modern 
delivery systems.  

Previously, there were mis-
understandings between online 
shopping sites and the Yangon 
General Post office. However, the 
relationship has now improved. 
The Yangon General Post is now 
offering more business-like ser-
vice.—200

Yangon General Post office  
making effort to link  
with more online sites

Yangon General Post office photo taken on 20 July 2016. Photo: Nyi Zaw Moe

SMall and Medium Industri-
al Development Bank (SMIDB) 
will take US$30million loans 
from a bank based in Viet 
Nam so that they can provide 
loan to those who are engaged  
in small and medium sized en-
terprises (SME), it is learnt from 
SMIDB. 

The interest rate of the loan 
borrowed from Viet Nam bank 
is 3 to 4 per cent per annum, and 
SMIDB will lend this loan to the 
SME entrepreneurs, said Daw 
San San Yee, a member of the 
board of directors of SMIDB.

We have a plan to effectuate 
the development of SME. Most 
of the foreign banks have decided 

to offer loans to SME entrepre-
neurs with an interest rate of 3 or 
4 per cent while some have been 
managing to set the interest rate 
of the loan at 5 to 8 per cent. The 
interest rate of the local banks is 
usually 12 per cent per annum. 
Therefore, the interest rate of the 
foreign banks is lower than that 
of the local banks.  The foreign 
banks aim to offer the monetary 
assistance to the local SME busi-
nessmen with a small profit mar-
gin, she added. 

Currently, the exchange rate 
is being observed to take the loan 
from Viet Nam. SMIDB will take 
the prompt action to be able to 
provide the loans. 

We’ve been negotiating to 
receive the low-interest loans 
from Viet Nam bank. Now, we 
can offer only 8.5 per cent of 
interest to SME entrepreneurs. 
But, we will reduce the interest 
when the interest set by Viet Nam 
bank can be reduced, said U San 
Maung, the managing director of 
SMIDV. 

SMIDB have taken Ks30bil-
lion from Myanmar Econom-
ic Bank to lend loans the SME 
businessmen. Currently, the loan 
of Ks21.58billion has already 
been offered to them while Ks8.
42billion remains left to provide 
loans in this fiscal year of 2016-
2017.—200

IMPOrTED frozen chicken 
will be destroyed if they are 
found to have been frozen for 
over three months, according to 
an announcement by the live-
stock and Treatment Depart-
ment. 

according to the announce-
ment, the samples of imported 
frozen chicken will be tested at 
animal Quarantine Station to 
check if the chicken have been 
frozen for over three months. 
Those overdue frozen chicken 
will be destroyed without the 
breeders being compensated. 

Yangon regional chief min-
ister made this decision when 
he met the chicken breeders and 
Myanmar C.P livestock Com-
pany on 24 June, encouraging 
them to reduce down to 50 per 
cent of prevailing market price. 
He will proceed to submit this 
matter to the union government 
for approval. 

The import licence issued 

by the Ministry of Commerce, 
the certificates bearing produc-
tion date, initial storage date and 
expiry date and the certificate 
for freedom from infectious dis-
eases are required to import the 
chicken. 

Those poultry will be tested 
at the laboratory to ensure them 
they do not have the pesticides 
and the chemicals injected. The 
authorities will also find out the 
breeding farms, the slaughter 
houses and the packaging are in 
accord with the health. 

Our department is drawing 
the procedures in regard to this 
matter to ensure the consumers 
are harmless, said an officer 
from the livestock and Treat-
ment Department. 

It was already uploaded 
onto the website of the Ministry 
of agriculture, livestock and 
Irrigations in 2013 that Ks290 is 
levied per tonne of frozen chick-
en and livestock.—200

Over three-month frozen 
chicken to be destroyed

A package of imported frozen chicken. Photo: Myawady

SMIDB to borrow US$30million from Viet Nam bank

Myanmar to cooperate with Japan to 
produce finished lacquerwares
THE lacquerware college (Ba-
gan) under the Small-Scale 
Industry Department will co-
operate with Japan to teach its 
college students to be able to 
produce finished lacquerwares 
beginning from the 2017-2018 
academic year, it has been 
learned from Daw Yee Yee 
Hlaing, director of the lacquer-

ware college (Bagan).
“We have cooperated with 

Japan and arranged to produce 
finished lacquerwares since 
2012. Japan provides technical 
assistance for teacher training 
courses but production of fin-
ished lacquerwares cannot be 
undertaken yet. We have done 
testing but we hope we can pro-

duce finished products by using 
Japanese technology beginning 
from 2017-18,” said the director. 

“We are not a market place. 
We only teach the making of 
lacquerware to the students. 
The lacquerware businesses will 
need to form a syndicate to mar-
ket the finished products.” she 
added. —200

TaIWaN and the EU have 
stopped buying Myanmar green 
peas due to their finding the rem-
nants of insecticides inside the 
product, it has been learned from 
merchants of beans and pulses. 

 “We exported the green peas 
only after testing them at the gov-
ernment’s recognised laboratories. 

Taiwan and the EU, however, have 
complained that they found rem-
nants of insecticides inside green 
peas when they tested the product 
in their home countries. The EU 
now only buys green pears that are 
grown by growers who were given 
training by the EU,” said U Sai Ba 
Nyan, vice chairman of the Organi-

sation of Myanmar Beans and Ses-
ame Merchants. 

Myanmar exports 70 per 
cent of all peas to India and about 
30 per cent to the EU and China. 
50,000 tonnes of assorted beans 
are being exported to Taiwan 
every year according to the Min-
istry of Commerce.—GNLM

Taiwan and EU cease buying Myanmar green peas
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Amnesty International calls to 
relocate sulphuric acid factory
After a recent research trip to 
Kankone village in Sagaing region 
Amnesty International has issued a 
release urging the Myanmar gov-
ernment to relocate a sulphuric 
acid factory in the village located 
only 50 meters from a secondary 
school.

According to the press release 
the factory closed for a month, 
after “newly elected municipal 
authorities” ended the factory’s 
license. It has since begun op-
erations in June.  “Myanmar’s 
government must intervene im-
mediately and stop the operations 
of the sulphuric acid factory. The 
factory must be relocated to an 
area where it can’t endanger any-
body’s health,” said Amnesty In-
ternational Business and Human 
Rights researcher Mark Dummett, 
who visited Kankone village in the 
country’s northwest Sagaing Re-
gion last month.

The factory began operating 
again on 15 June and the air pol-
lution forced the nearby school to 
leave, with villagers saying that at 
times they are forced to leave their 
homes due to the polluted air.

“Every time we smell the acid 
it is really bad. We tell the facto-
ry to stop it, but they say that’s 
not possible,” a male resident told 

Amnesty International in 2014.
“People cannot stay in the vil-

lage at those times. Our eyes tear 
up and we cough,” another man 
told Amnesty International on the 
same visit. The report also that 
skin, eye and respiratory problems 
are associated to the factory.  

The Moe Gyo Sulphuric Acid 
factory began operations in 2007 
and was found to be illegally op-
erating in 2013 by a committee 
headed by the current State Coun-
sellor, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. 
The committee found it had been 
illegally operating from 2007-
2013. 

A government department 
and a NGO conducted soil sam-
ples from the area in 2013 and 
found high levels of sulphur in the 
samples. The Union of Myanmar 
Economic Holdings Limited owns 
the company and obtained per-
mission to operate the factory in 
July 2013. The group has had no 
sanctions placed against it for the 
illegal operation due to its relation-
ship with the Myanmar military.

“UMEHL shouldn’t ignore 
the concerns of the local author-
ities and must listen to the very 
serious complaints of the affected 
population. The central govern-
ment now needs to stop the oper-

ations of this factory and move it 
to a safe location,” Mark Dummett 
said. Adding, “The authorities 
must also investigate potential 
breaches of the Factories Act by 
UMEHL from 2007 to 2013.”

The factory supplies sulphu-
ric acid to two copper mines, the 
Letpadaung and Sabetaung and 
Kyisintaung (S&K) mines, joint 
ventures between UMEHL and 
China’s Wanbao Mining.

In 2014 Daw Khin Win, a lo-
cal villager, was shot dead by po-
lice while protesting the operation 
of the Letpadaung copper mine 
and in 2012 police were accused 
of using white phosphorous, a in-
ternationally sanctioned chemical 
weapon that is highly toxic and 
explosive, on protestors.

In the press release Amnes-
ty International said that in April 
2015 it, “wrote to the company, 
raising its concerns, and asking it 
to share what assessments it has 
collected, but has not received a 
response.” “The newly elected 
government must ensure that the 
operations of the Letpadaung mine 
are halted until the environmental 
and human rights concerns about 
the project are resolved in genuine 
consultation with all affected peo-
ple.”—GNLM

Calls to restore 
Nyaungshwe’s Hawnan
A French archaeology team 
is working with the Department 
of Archaeology in order to re-
store the Hawnan in Nyaungsh-
we township. The Hawnan, once 
the residence to a Shan chief has 
been converted into a Buddhist 
museum, according to the Min-
istry of Hotels and Tourism of 
Taunggyi.

The French team, who work 
on restoring ancient structures, 
viewed the site in the first week 
of July and has since submitted 
their report.

“Restoration work to the 
Hawnan will commence around 
the end of this month,” said U 

Htin Aung Naing, director of the 
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism 
for Shan State, adding, “Our de-
partment is not privy to the details 
relating to finances of the project. 
The budget will be released only 
by union government.”

So far this year Nyaungsh-
we, home to Inle Lake, has seen 
100,000 tourist visitors in the 
2016-17 FY compared to 90,000 
for the previous FY, according to 
records of the Ministry of Hotels 
and Tourism, Shan State Depart-
ment.

There are plans to open 
a night market in Hawnan. 
—Myitmakha News Agency

A DAYTIME care home for the 
elderly run by the Ministry of 
Social Welfare, Relief and Reset-
tlement was provided with two 
ferries by KBZ’s Brighter Future 
Myanmar foundation-BFM yes-
terday.

At the ceremony held at the 
Day Care Centre for the Aged in 
Mayangon Township, Daw Nang 
Kham Naung, the vice chairper-
son of the BFM handed over doc-
uments related to the two Hundai 
vehicles, each with a seating ca-
pacity of 28 persons, to Dr Win 

Myat Aye, Union Minister for 
Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement.

On behalf of the aged at the 
centre U Soe Hlaing expressed 
his thanks to the foundation and 
its chairperson Daw Nang Lang 
Kham for the donation, saying 
that the move would enable the 
aged to come to the centre and 
return home safely and with con-
venience. The day care centre 
was opened in November 2013 
and cares for around 70 aged 
people.—Thura Lwin (Eco)

Tatmadaw holds press conference on Myitkyina …
>> From page 1  

Regarding the incident, 
punitive action will be taken 
following the findings of the 
Tatmadaw’s investigation com-
mittee and investigation is still 
ongoing as violations of the army 
rules and regulations were found.

In his briefing on the Mai Jar 
Yan ethnic summit, Lt-Gen Mya 
Tun Oo said that Khun Okkar of 
the PNLO and Saw Ta Mu La of 
the KNU informed the Tatmad-
aw that they were preparing for 
the summit during a meeting be-

tween Commander-in-Chief of 
Defence Services Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing and the Peace 
Process Steering Team led by the 
KNU’s Saw Mu Tu Sae Po on 30 
June in Nay Pyi Taw. 

On — 21st Century Pan-
glong Union Peace Conference, 
Lt-Gen Mya Tun Oo explained 
the Tatmadaw’s involvement in 
the government’s peace process, 
how the implementation of the 
— 21st Century Panglong Union 
Peace Conference is seen as a 
follow-up of the previous Union 

Peace Conference based on the 
Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement 
(NCA), works of NRPC and UP-
DJC and cooperation with the 
government in accordance with 
the Tatmadaw’s six peace prin-
ciples. 

The Lt-Gen ended his speech 
on a lighter note, drawing atten-
tion to the Tatmadaw’s relief and 
rehabilitation works in Rakhine 
State where floods occurred in 
some townships, saying that re-
lief supplies were delivered to the 
affected areas by air.—Myawady

Day Care Centre for the 
Aged provided with two 
ferries by BFM

National News Awards 
presented to winners
The fourth presentation cer-
emony for Myanmar National 
News Award took place at Sky 
Star Hotel in Yangon on 16 July, 
with responsible persons present-
ing winners in five categories. 

The News Hero Award went 
to Daw Aye Aye Win, the Best 
News Feature to Ko Sit Htet 
Aung, the Best News Cartoon 

Award to Cartoonist Agga, the 
Best News Photo Award to Ko 
Ye Aung Thu and the Best News 
Broadcast Award to MNTV.

Also present at the ceremo-
ny were Yangon Region Chief 
Minister U Phyo Min Thein, de-
partmental officials, veteran jour-
nalists and guests.—Myanmar 
News Agency

Personnel of Brighter Future Myanmar foundation, Union Minister Dr 
Win Myat Aye, officials and aged people pose for documetary photo 
after the donation ceremony. Photo: BFM

Restoration on Nyaungshwe 
Hawnan is expected to launch at 
the end of July. Photo: Aye Min Soe
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Union Foreign 
Affairs Minister 
meets with US 
Deputy National 
Security Adviser 
for Strategic 
Communications
UNION Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Daw Aung San Suu Kyi 
received Mr. Benjamin Rhodes, 
Deputy National Security Ad-
visor for Strategic Communica-
tions of the United States, at her 
office in Nay Pyi Taw yesterday. 

During the call the two rep-
resentatives procedurally ex-
changed views on the US’s co-
operation with and assistance to 
Myanmar for boosting bilateral 
relations between the two coun-
tries. —Myanmar News Agency

THE President of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar 
has approved Rector U Aung 
Naing Myint of the National 
Culture and Fine Arts Univer-
sity (Yangon) under the Min-
istry of Religious and Cul-
tural Affairs on the expiry of 
one-year probationary period. 

Likewise, the President 
has appointed General Manag-
er U Zaw Win of Inland Water 
Transport under the Ministry 
of Transport and Communica-
tions as Managing Director of 
the same department on proba-
tion from the date he assumes 
charge of his duties.— Myan-
mar News Agency

JICA assists with over K800 million for Pyay water purification project
made to the Bago regional gov-
ernment for the replacement of 
the over century year old water 
pipes, which currently facilitate 
the distribution of water through-
out the town, as they have a ten-
dency to clog up with silt and 
mud. “About 20 per cent of the 
project has been completed so 
far. Once finished, the residents 
of Pyay will be able to enjoy 
cleaner and clearer water than 
they do currently. The water will 
be so devoid of bacterial particles 
that it could even be consumed 
for one’s health.” said Ko Wai 
Phyo Aung, a project engineer.

Pyay residents are current-
ly provided water from the Ay-
eyawady River and an under-
ground water source, with more 
than 18 million gallons sourced 
from the river, and eight million 
gallons from the underground re-
serve, distributed across the town 
on a daily basis. —Myitmakha 
News Agency

Union Foreign Affairs Minister Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi receives Mr. Benjamin Rhodes 
in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA

Japan-funded Clean water supply project in Pyay is expected to finish 
next fiscal year. Photo: Myitmakha News Agency

The Japanese International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA), the 
aid-wing of the Japanese gov-
ernment, has issued K846.99 
million to be utilized in a project 
to distribute clean water within 
the Bago Region town of Pyay, 
according to the Pyay Town-
ship Development Committee 
(PTDC).

The initiative kicked-off at 
the beginning of this 2016-17 fis-
cal year and will be completed by 
the beginning of next year, while 
the WEG company, the success-
ful bidder of the tender to imple-
ment the project, is tasked with 
supplying the entire town with a 
high-quality distribution of wa-
ter sourced from the Ayeyawady 
River.

“The water will be sourced 
from the Ayeyawady. The wa-
ter will be collected and purified 
through a sand filtration system. 
This project is currently being 
implemented by the winner of 

the tender, the WEG company, 
and JICA are here presently mak-
ing inspections. We’re here to 
provide supervision, pretty much 
from start to finish. Our chief en-
gineer will thoroughly inspecting 
as to whether criteria are met or 
not, but JICA will be the official 

overseers of this initiative.” said 
Thura Myint Thu, deputy chief 
engineer for the PTDC.

However, JICA’s financial 
assistance extends solely to the 
construction of water reservoirs 
and filtration systems. As such, 
a submission has reportedly been 

Heads of service 
organisations 
approved, 
appointed



4  21 July 2016Local News

news

POLICE seized illegal weapons 
from a motorcycle driver at the 
junction of Myoma market and 
the railway station in Swa, Ye-
dashe township, Bago region, on 
Tuesday.

Acting on a tip-off, police 

searched one Saw Al Hwar, 41, 
and seized a firearm, 31 rounds 
of ammunition, a motor saw and 
a small knife. 

Local police have filed 
charges against him.— Ko Lwin 
(Swa)

THREE people including a driv-
er were injured when a passenger 
bus crashed into a jewellery shop 
near Hninsi Pan roundabout, Py-
inmana township, Nay Pyi Taw 
council area on Tuesday.

According to the police a 
passenger bus belonging to one 
Kyai Sin Hein collided with a 
plinth. After hitting the plinth the 
driver lost control of the vehicle 

and crashed into the Aung Hlaing 
Tun jewellery shop.

Three people including the 
driver sustained minor injuries in 
the accident and are undergoing 
medical treatment at the general 
hospital in Nay Pyi Taw. Police 
have taken action against the 
driver under sections 337 and 
279 of the criminal law.— Myan-
mar Police Force

The police arrested  a man 
on suspicion of a motorcycle 
theft as they found him looking 
suspicious while patrolling.

The police found a man 
called Mutu alias Myat Khine, 
27, together with a motorbike 

at Ayawady Bridge on 19 July. 
When interrogated, the man 
could not produce any documents 
concerning the motorbike that, he 
said, belonged to him. The local 
police have taken action against 
him.—Myanmar Police Force

POLICE filed charges against a 
man on suspicion of house bur-
glary in Chanmyathasi township 
on Monday.
The suspect, identified as one 
Lu Lu Htet alias Lu Lu, 20, was 
found on 22 Street with gold jew-
ellery and US$ dollar notes. 

When interrogated the suspect-
ed admitted to police that he had 
stolen the jewellery and US$ 
6,118 from a safe box located in 
a home on 65 street, Myothit 1 
ward. The local police station has 
filed charges against him.— My-
anmar Police Force

Illegal weapons seized

Man charged with house burglary 

Man charged with a bike theft

Three people injured after bus
crashes into shop in Nay Pyi Taw

Illegal weapons seized being seen. Photo: Ko Lwin (Swa)

The bus seen after crashing into a jewellery. Photo: MPF

Educational talk held in Taungoo

Students acting out a drama about human trafficking.  
Photo: Shwe Win (Pyay)

A France made antique car, as-
sumed to be invented in the ear-
liest period of car inventions, 
has been moved to Yangon from 
Bagan. 

A French man got this car 
serviced at an industrial zone 
in 2007 and a rich man from 
Myanmar purchased and he dis-
played his car at the museum in 
Bagan since then. 

There is no brand affixed 
to this car because it was in the 
earliest period of invention. The 
wheels were made of the wood 
axis around which the tyres 
were fit. This car speed is 25 
miles per hour, being able to 
carry four passengers. Previous-
ly, this car was recorded in the 
lists of antique cars. The engine 
used in three wheeled bicycle 
was installed in this car because 
the original engine worn out. 

This car is rather similar to 1898 
modeled Renault from France. 

Those interested had to 
pay US$30 to observe this car 
while it was displayed at Bagan 
museum. They will give more 
charges if they want to take pho-
to with this car. Now, this car 
can be observed free of charge 
in front of the owner’s house 
which is located on 42nd Street 
(lower block). People are very 
much interested in this, said the 
owner. 

Auto car museums are 
placed at the western countries 
to display the antique cars for 
the visitors to drive to enjoy 
a different taste in a different 
moods, it is learnt from youtube 
videos. The cars displayed at 
the western auto museums are 
De Dion-Bouton, Type Q de 
1903 and 1908 De Dion Bou-

ton Landaulette. The first sport 
car can be driven at a speed of 
45 mph. These sport cars were 
manufactured with the use of 
bronze and wood. 

In 1912, more auto designs 
were invented: Hupmobile 
Twenty Roadster, Dodge Broth-
er Tourer Baujahr 1917, Delage 
Baujahr 1908, Huchet Baujahr 
1911, Flahders Twenty Bau-
jahr 1912, Krit Baujahr 1910, 
Stellite Open 2-seater Baujahr 
1915, Delage B 1 Baujahr 1915 
with five passengers, Calcott 
Cabriolet Baujahr 1914, Le Ze-
bre Motorkutsche Baujahr 1912, 
Overland Sport Baujahr 1912, 
Overiand Open Tourer Baujahr 
1910, Hansa A 8/18 Baujahr 
1908, Lorraine-Diethrich Ton-
neau Baujahr 1098,  Overland 
Sport  and various Over Turn 
designs. —Thant Zin Win

France made antique car can be 
observed in Yangon free of charge

AN educational talk organised 
by the Taungoo District Office of 
Information and Public Relations 

Department (IPRD) and the town-
ship police was held at Taungoo 
Education College yesterday. 

Township Police Captain 
Saw Than Lwin spoke about 
the reduction of crime rates, Po-
lice Captain Ohn Kyaw of the 
Traffic Police Force elaborated 
on the traffic rules and their en-
forcement and Police Lt. Zaw 
Win gave an educational talk 
about human trafficking to the 
audience. Daw Khine Khine 
Thin, District Officer of the 
Taungoo District IPRD urged 
the public to read in order to 
improve their knowledge base. 
The headmistress of Taungoo 
Education College Daw Nyein 
Nyein delivered the opening 
speech.

Students of Taungoo Edu-
cation College acted out a dra-
ma about human trafficking and 
sang crime prevention related 
songs. —Shwe Win (Pyay)

Photo: Thant Zin Win
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Yangon General Post office is 
making effort to link its courier 
service with more online shop-
ping sites, said an official from 
the Ministry of Transportation 
and Communication. 

There are currently 30 online 
shopping sites which have linked 
with Yangon General Post office. 
These sites delivered the ordered 
merchandises to their customers 
through Yangon General Post 
Office. The postal service is good 
but cannot reach many people as 
they need to attract the attentions 
of the public by releasing the 
public announcements. 

Yangon General Post office 
is conducting the awareness cam-
paign through its own staff to be 
able to cooperate better with on-
line shopping sites to earn more 
revenue. To be able to provide 
better and faster service, the post 
office is adapting to the modern 
delivery systems.  

Previously, there were mis-
understandings between online 
shopping sites and the Yangon 
General Post office. However, the 
relationship has now improved. 
The Yangon General Post is now 
offering more business-like ser-
vice.—200

Yangon General Post office  
making effort to link  
with more online sites

Yangon General Post office photo taken on 20 July 2016. Photo: Nyi Zaw Moe

Small and Medium Industri-
al Development Bank (SMIDB) 
will take US$30million loans 
from a bank based in Viet 
Nam so that they can provide 
loan to those who are engaged  
in small and medium sized en-
terprises (SME), it is learnt from 
SMIDB. 

The interest rate of the loan 
borrowed from Viet Nam bank 
is 3 to 4 per cent per annum, and 
SMIDB will lend this loan to the 
SME entrepreneurs, said Daw 
San San Yee, a member of the 
board of directors of SMIDB.

We have a plan to effectuate 
the development of SME. Most 
of the foreign banks have decided 

to offer loans to SME entrepre-
neurs with an interest rate of 3 or 
4 per cent while some have been 
managing to set the interest rate 
of the loan at 5 to 8 per cent. The 
interest rate of the local banks is 
usually 12 per cent per annum. 
Therefore, the interest rate of the 
foreign banks is lower than that 
of the local banks.  The foreign 
banks aim to offer the monetary 
assistance to the local SME busi-
nessmen with a small profit mar-
gin, she added. 

Currently, the exchange rate 
is being observed to take the loan 
from Viet Nam. SMIDB will take 
the prompt action to be able to 
provide the loans. 

We’ve been negotiating to 
receive the low-interest loans 
from Viet Nam bank. Now, we 
can offer only 8.5 per cent of 
interest to SME entrepreneurs. 
But, we will reduce the interest 
when the interest set by Viet Nam 
bank can be reduced, said U San 
Maung, the managing director of 
SMIDV. 

SMIDB have taken Ks30bil-
lion from Myanmar Econom-
ic Bank to lend loans the SME 
businessmen. Currently, the loan 
of Ks21.58billion has already 
been offered to them while Ks8.
42billion remains left to provide 
loans in this fiscal year of 2016-
2017.—200

Imported frozen chicken 
will be destroyed if they are 
found to have been frozen for 
over three months, according to 
an announcement by the Live-
stock and Treatment Depart-
ment. 

According to the announce-
ment, the samples of imported 
frozen chicken will be tested at 
Animal Quarantine Station to 
check if the chicken have been 
frozen for over three months. 
Those overdue frozen chicken 
will be destroyed without the 
breeders being compensated. 

Yangon regional chief min-
ister made this decision when 
he met the chicken breeders and 
Myanmar C.P Livestock Com-
pany on 24 June, encouraging 
them to reduce down to 50 per 
cent of prevailing market price. 
He will proceed to submit this 
matter to the union government 
for approval. 

The import licence issued 

by the Ministry of Commerce, 
the certificates bearing produc-
tion date, initial storage date and 
expiry date and the certificate 
for freedom from infectious dis-
eases are required to import the 
chicken. 

Those poultry will be tested 
at the laboratory to ensure them 
they do not have the pesticides 
and the chemicals injected. The 
authorities will also find out the 
breeding farms, the slaughter 
houses and the packaging are in 
accord with the health. 

Our department is drawing 
the procedures in regard to this 
matter to ensure the consumers 
are harmless, said an officer 
from the Livestock and Treat-
ment Department. 

It was already uploaded 
onto the website of the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Livestock and 
Irrigations in 2013 that Ks290 is 
levied per tonne of frozen chick-
en and livestock.—200

Over three-month frozen 
chicken to be destroyed

A package of imported frozen chicken. Photo: Myawady

SMIDB to borrow US$30million from Viet Nam bank

Myanmar to cooperate with Japan to 
produce finished lacquerwares
THE lacquerware college (Ba-
gan) under the Small-Scale 
Industry Department will co-
operate with Japan to teach its 
college students to be able to 
produce finished lacquerwares 
beginning from the 2017-2018 
academic year, it has been 
learned from Daw Yee Yee 
Hlaing, director of the lacquer-

ware college (Bagan).
“We have cooperated with 

Japan and arranged to produce 
finished lacquerwares since 
2012. Japan provides technical 
assistance for teacher training 
courses but production of fin-
ished lacquerwares cannot be 
undertaken yet. We have done 
testing but we hope we can pro-

duce finished products by using 
Japanese technology beginning 
from 2017-18,” said the director. 

“We are not a market place. 
We only teach the making of 
lacquerware to the students. 
The lacquerware businesses will 
need to form a syndicate to mar-
ket the finished products.” she 
added. —200

TAIWAN and the EU have 
stopped buying Myanmar green 
peas due to their finding the rem-
nants of insecticides inside the 
product, it has been learned from 
merchants of beans and pulses. 

 “We exported the green peas 
only after testing them at the gov-
ernment’s recognised laboratories. 

Taiwan and the EU, however, have 
complained that they found rem-
nants of insecticides inside green 
peas when they tested the product 
in their home countries. The EU 
now only buys green pears that are 
grown by growers who were given 
training by the EU,” said U Sai Ba 
Nyan, vice chairman of the Organi-

sation of Myanmar Beans and Ses-
ame Merchants. 

Myanmar exports 70 per 
cent of all peas to India and about 
30 per cent to the EU and China. 
50,000 tonnes of assorted beans 
are being exported to Taiwan 
every year according to the Min-
istry of Commerce.—GNLM

Taiwan and EU cease buying Myanmar green peas
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The lighthouse on Zhubi Reef of Nansha Islands in the South China Sea, south China, on 5 April 2016. Photo: Xinhua

China Voice: Invalid award 
will not impede China-
ASEAN cooperation on 
South China Sea issue
BEIJING — For more than 
a decade, China and ASE-
AN have endeavored to ad-
dress issues concerning the 
South China Sea through 
their own mechanisms, and 
progress has been made.

Thus, the recent tribu-
nal “award” should not — 
and will not — stand in the 
way of continued achieve-
ments.

In 2002, China and 
ASEAN member states 
signed the Declaration 
on the Conduct of Parties 
in the South China Sea 
(DOC), which serves as 
the common basis for rele-
vant parties to explore the 
peaceful resolution of dis-
putes.

For years, China and 
members of ASEAN have 
maintained close and ef-
fective communication and 
reached many consensuses. 
They are pushing forward 
consultations on the Code 
of Conduct in the South 
China Sea (COC) under the 
framework of the DOC.

This suggests that Chi-

na and ASEAN are more 
than capable of handling 
their differences in a ma-
ture manner, with the sup-
port of necessary channels 
and mechanisms.

On the day the award 
was announced, members 
of ASEAN including Thai-
land, Malaysia and Indo-
nesia issued statements 
stressing the full and effec-
tive implementation of the 
DOC, early conclusion of 
the COC, respect for inter-
national law, and healthy 
dialogues, negotiations and 
consultation.

Cambodia, on the 
same day, reiterated its po-
sition of not supporting the 
arbitration award.

Lao Prime Minister 
Thongloun Sisoulith said 
days later that Laos sup-
ports China’s stance over 
the South China Sea issue, 
and stands ready to work 
with China to maintain 
peace and stability in the 
region.

It is the shared aspira-
tion of China and ASEAN 

to make the South China 
Sea a region of peace, sta-
bility and development, 
and they have the ability 
and means to achieve this 
goal.

The commitment of 
China and ASEAN to the 
DOC and to resolving dis-
putes through friendly con-
sultations and negotiations 
by countries directly con-
cerned should be respected. 

There is absolutely no need 
for any third party to inter-
vene.

In 1991, China and 
ASEAN established dia-
logue relations. Fast for-
ward 25 years, and the 
two have fostered a most 
robust and vibrant relation-
ship, with across-the-board 
cooperation — bringing 
practical benefits to a com-
bined population of around 

2 billion. China is now 
ASEAN’s largest trading 
partner and ASEAN is Chi-
na’s third-largest trading 
partner. Their trade vol-
ume surged from nearly 8 
billion US dollars in 1991 
to 472 billion dollars last 
year.

It is cooperation and 
mutual benefit, rather than 
disputes, that characterise 
the China-ASEAN rela-

tionship.
Peace, security and 

stability serve both side’s 
needs and interests, while 
a volatile South China Sea 
will do nobody any good.

China and ASEAN 
should work to tap into 
their great cooperation po-
tential and not let, what is 
actually a non-legally bind-
ing, award effect the future 
growth of ties. —Xinhua

Cambodia’s Prime Minister Hun Sen gestures as he arrives 
for a family photo with other leaders during the Asia-Europe 
Meeting (ASEM) summit just outside Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, 
on 16 July, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Cambodia’s military investigates 
‘coup’ plot against Hun Sen

PHNOM PENH — Cam-
bodia’s military is investi-
gating a suspected coup plot 
against Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, a defence ministry of-
ficial said on Wednesday, 
amid rising political ten-
sion in the Southeast Asian 
country.

The army investiga-
tion centres on a man who 
announced plans to topple 
Hun Sen in Facebook and 
YouTube videos and called 

on others to join his cause, 
said Defence Ministry 
spokesman Chhum Sucheat.

“The authorities are in-
vestigating and looking for 
him,” Chhum Sucheat told 
Reuters. He identified the 
man as Vichea Som but de-
clined to give further details.

News of the plot comes 
a day after a senior US of-
ficial responsible for human 
rights urged Cambodia’s 
political rivals to return to 

negotiations amid a “deteri-
orating situation”.

In the video, the man 
the ministry identified as 
Vichea Som is dressed in a 
business suit and tie with a 
camouflage background vis-
ible in the footage.

He did not identify him-
self but accused Hun Sen’s 
government and his ruling 
Cambodian People’s Par-
ty of being behind big land 
grabs in one of Southeast 
Asia’s poorest countries. He 
also accused the government 
of high-profile killings and 
human rights abuses.

“In the near future, 
please all forces be ready 
against the dictatorial re-
gime,” the man said.

He did not specifically 
call for a coup or threaten to 
organise a coup in the video 
clip.

It was not clear where 
he was speaking from but he 
said he belonged to a “unit” 
based in southwestern Cam-
bodia.

The Facebook page 
bearing the name Vichea 
Som showed the same man. 
He did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-

ment sent via Facebook.
Hun Sen has ruled with 

an iron fist for more than 
30 years, defeating all chal-
lenges to his authority, but 
he faces a young electorate 
which appears increasingly 
hungry for change.

In recent moths, tension 
has been rising between Hun 
Sen and an opposition hop-
ing to challenge his grip in 
local elections next year and 
a general election in 2018.

Several members of the 
opposition and activists have 
been jailed as part of what 
they say is a government 
crackdown to silence critics 
ahead of the elections.

On 10 July, Kem Ley, 
a prominent activist and 
frequent critic of Hun Sen, 
was murdered in the capital 
Phnom Penh.

A suspect has been ar-
rested and police said they 
believed Kem Ley was killed 
because of a debt. Activists 
believe his murder was po-
litical. The United States has 
called for a credible investi-
gation. The European Union 
and United Nations have 
expressed concern about the 
political tension.—Reuters
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Beijing upgrades storm alert as heavy rain continues
BEIJING — An orange alert, the 
second highest of China’s four-
tier warning system, was issued 
on Wednesday as heavy rain hit 
Beijing, disrupting the traffic and 
forcing flights to be canceled.

Around 70 mm of rain fell 
in central and southern Beijing in 
six hours, according to the city’s 
meteorological authority.

Heavy rain is expected to last 
until Wednesday night and may 

exceed 100 mm.
The capital issued a blue 

storm alert at 7:30am Tues-
day and raised it to yellow on 
Wednesday morning before rais-
ing it again in the early afternoon.

A total of 169 flights have 
been canceled at Beijing Inter-
national Airport due to the rain. 
Train services have also been dis-
rupted.

The national meteorologi-

cal authority on Wednesday also 
maintained its orange alert for 
rainstorms across the country.

Besides Beijing, torrential 
rain will hit parts of Tianjin, He-
bei, Liaoning, Jilin, Inner Mon-
golia, Shandong, Henan, Jiangsu, 
Anhui, Hubei, Hunan and Yun-
nan from Wednesday afternoon 
to Thursday afternoon, with rain-
fall of up to 240 millimetres in 
some places.

The National Meteorological 
Centre advised people living in 
the affected areas to prepare for 
possible floods, landslides and 
mud and rock flows, and those 
that live in mountainous areas 
should move to safe places.

China has a four-tier col-
our-coded system for severe 
weather, with red being the most 
serious, followed by orange, yel-
low and blue.—Xinhua

Photo taken by a cellphone shows vehicles stranded in water at a 
flooded tunnel outside the Beijing West Railway Station in Beijing, 
capital of China, on 20 July, 2016. Beijing’s meteorological bureau 
issued an orange alert for rainstorm Wednesday noon. Photo: Xinhua

DHAKA — Bangladesh po-
lice are trying to determine 
the whereabouts of at least 
260 young men who have 
been missing for a year or 
more, a security officer said on 
Wednesday, as part of an effort 
to track militants after a deadly 
attack this month.

Five young men killed 22 
people, most of them foreign-
ers, in an attack on an upmarket 
Dhaka cafe on 1 July claimed 
by Islamic State. Three of the 
attackers were from affluent 
Dhaka homes who had broken 
off contact with their families 
months ago.

Authorities have blamed 
the attack on a domestic mili-
tant group, but security experts 
say the scale and sophistication 
of the assault suggested links 
to a trans-national network.

In the days after the attack, 
the government appealed to 
families to contact authorities 
if their sons had disappeared.

A senior officer with the 
police-led Rapid Action Bat-
talion (RAB), which is in-
volved in the counter-terrorism 
effort, said a list of 260 missing 
young men had been compiled 
from reports from families and 
intelligence tip-offs.

“Some of the missing 
youngsters are sons of retired 
or serving army officials, bu-
reaucrats and businessmen,” 
Mufti Mahmud Khan, chief 
of the RAB’s legal and media 
wing chief, told Reuters.

He said information was 
still being gathered and the 
number of missing was expect-
ed to grow.

On the list, which the RAB 
posted on its Facebook page, 
was a 16-year-old, a doctor 
whose father was in the army 
and a man who was arrested in 
2013 with explosives but who 
went to Malaysia while on bail.

Mostly Muslim Bangla-
desh has faced a series of at-
tacks on liberal bloggers, uni-
versity teachers and members 
of religious minorities over the 
past year.

Islamic State has warned 
that the violence would con-
tinue until Islamic law was es-
tablished worldwide, saying in 
a video the Dhaka cafe attack 
was just a hint of what was to 
come.

Three young Bangladeshi 
men who appeared in that vid-
eo posing as fighters also ap-
peared on the list of missing.—
Reuters

Bangladesh 
seeks 
whereabouts 
of 260 missing 
in hunt for 
militants

North Korea says missile test simulated attack on South’s airfields
SEOUL — North Korea said on 
Wednesday it had conducted a 
ballistic missile test that simu-
lated preemptive strikes against 
South Korean ports and airfields 
used by the US military, a likely 
reference to the launches of three 
missiles on Tuesday.

The North’s leader, Kim Jong 
Un, supervised the exercise that 
successfully tested the simulated 
detonation of nuclear warheads 
mounted on missiles, its official 
KCNA news agency reported.

It did not give the date of the 
exercise, as it customarily reports 
activities of its leader without 
dates or locations. Rodong Sin-
mun, the ruling Workers’ Party’s 
official newspaper, carried pho-
tographs of Kim with military 
aides, apparently observing a bal-
listic missile exercise.

North Korea fired three bal-
listic missiles that flew between 
500 km and 600 km (300-360 
miles) into the sea off its east 
coast, South Korea’s military 
said, in defiance of UN Security 
Council resolutions and the latest 
in a series of provocative moves 
by the isolated country after a se-
ries of nuclear weapons tests.

“The drill was conducted by 
limiting the firing range under the 

simulated conditions of making 
preemptive strikes at ports and 
airfields in the operational theater 
in South Korea where the US im-
perialists’ nuclear war hardware 
is to be hurled,” KCNA said.

“And it once again exam-
ined the operational features of 
the detonating devices of nuclear 
warheads mounted on the ballistic 
rockets at the designated altitude 
over the target area.”

Yang Uk, a senior researcher 
at the Korea Defence and Secu-
rity Forum and a policy adviser 
to the South Korean navy, said 
there was little firm evidence to 
suggest the North had succeeded 
in developing a nuclear warhead 
for missiles.

“But it’s a reminder that they 
are continuing to pursue nuclear 
warhead development, and that 
itself is an escalation of risks for 
us,” he added.

Tuesday’s missile launch-
es were seen as a show of force 
a week after South Korea and 
the United States chose a site in 
the South to deploy the Termi-
nal High Altitude Area Defence 
(THAAD) anti-missile system to 
counter threats from the North.

North Korea had threatened a 
“physical response” to the move.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un watches the ballistic rocket launch 
drill of the Strategic Force of the Korean People’s Army (KPA) at an 
unknown location, in this undated file photo released by North Korea’s 
Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) in Pyongyang. Photo: Reuters

“The idea seems to be to sig-
nal that (US) war plans cannot 
succeed because if we activated 
them, the North Koreans would 
strike as we made the attempt,” 
said Joshua Pollack, editor of the 
US-based Nonproliferation Re-
view.

Late on Tuesday, North Ko-
rean state media called US Am-
bassador to South Korea Mark 
Lippert a “mentally deranged 
hooligan” and “a heinous war ma-

niac” for flying in a US fighter jet 
earlier this month.

Reclusive North Korea occa-
sionally publishes insults of US 
and South Korean officials.

The North and the rich, dem-
ocratic South are technically still 
at war because their 1950-53 con-
flict ended in an armistice, not a 
peace treaty. The North regularly 
threatens to destroy Japan, South 
Korea and the South’s main ally, 
the United States.—Reuters
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Citizenship versus 
multi-culturalism

It is quite interesting to 
learn that citizenship has 
been a controversial no-

tion throughout the history 
of the world. This is in fact a 
contested concept, involving 
a wide range of meaning de-
pending on the types of polit-
ical community in which it is 
put. There has been a heated 
debate since time immemori-
al as to what type of relation-
ship should govern a political 
community both domestic 
and foreign or the nature of 
its membership along with 
right and duties. Such being 
the case, this is not a new 
phenomenon but has been 
the case of all political com-
munities across time and 
space. 

In this juncture, it is 
worth remembering that the 
issue of citizenship is not de-
void of institutional mecha-
nism and the governance 
process, which a particular 
community adopts. Accord-
ingly, it need be analysed in 
consequence with the evolu-
tion of state-system and its 
governing process. Usually, it 
is understood that the form 

Khin Maung Aye and substance of citizenship 
in each historical period high-
light the socio-economic and 
political forces operating in 
that particular period. Nev-
ertheless, a deeper investiga-
tion has raised many more 
questions as to who the citi-
zens are, what makes up citi-
zenship, who are inclusive of 
and exclusive from citizen-
ship and on what basis. In ad-
dition, there have also 
emerged questions as to it is 
only a legal or political status 
or it has something to do with 
the socio-economic or reli-
gious-cultural circumstance 
in which it is placed upon etc. 
These set of questions offer a 
complicated set of answers 
that must be understood in a 
historical perspective.

In a nutshell, citizenship 
must be considered from a 
historical perspective. In ad-
dition, multi-culturalism 
should not be neglected espe-
cially in a society like Myan-
mar which is inhabited by a 
plethora of national races 
and ethnic minorities, which, 
according to the statistics of 
the previous government, 
number 135 in toto. 

The Global New Light of 
Myanmar carried a news 
item saying “Yangon Gov-

ernment prepares to bring e-Yan-
gon payment system online within 
six-months” in the 15 July 2016 
issue.

It is learnt that the Yangon re-
gional government is preparing to 
launch the “e-Yangon” system, a 
money transfer medium within six 
months and the public will be able 
to access information by calling a 
phone number (ph 1881) upon 
completion of the project. It was 
spelt out by the Yangon Region 
Chief Minister at a meeting in-
volving officials from a one stop 
service center in the Thilawa Spe-
cial Economic Zone in the second 
week of July.

The Chief Minister added that 
the system must be undertaken to 
make Yangon corruption free. 
The regional government is pre-
paring the service to be available 
in 44 townships, except Kokogy-
un Township.

The Yangon Region Minister 
for Kayin National Race ex-
pressed her view that transparen-
cy will be boosted and corruption 
can  diminish, thanks to the 
e-Yangon system.

The Myanma Freedom Daily 
also reported as follows.

The project will be executed 
in three stages and in the first 
stage, the information of the offic-
es under the Yangon Regional 
government departments and in-
formation of the Yangon City De-
velopment Committee will be up-
loaded to the web portal so that 
the public can easily access the 
information of the relevant de-
partments.

In the second stage, the pub-
lic can download and send back 
the forms, questioning, complain-
ing, reporting via the web portal 
and the government will establish 
the e-call center which will be ac-
countable for serving the public 
requirements.

In the final stage, the public 
can apply for business licenses, 
pay tax, get the information of the 
various departments using Data-
base management system, watch-
ing live traffic conditions via the 
web portal and can also make the 
transaction from the portal.

In this connection, the author 
would like to share some success 

stories on e-government system 
through the use of ICT applica-
tions.
Global Perspective

From the United States to 
Cape Verde, governments around 
the world have embraced ICTs 
(Information, Communication 
and Technology), and the internet 
in particular. It is as a means of 
mainstreaming public policy de-
cisions, practices and processes. 
At the same time, the system is 
providing citizens with greater 
and easier access to government 
services.

The network increased infor-
mation flows between the public 
and private sector. Therefore, the 
citizens have improved transpar-
ency and accountability. It also 
established an environment of 
trust and reliability between citi-
zens and elected officials / law 
makers in many parts of the 
world.

Moreover, many ministries / 
departments responsible for ICTs 
and modernization initiatives 
have realized the importance of a 
clear national strategy for becom-
ing a part of the global Informa-
tion Society and narrowing the 
gap between “Haves” and “Have-
nots.”
ICT stories from the field
Awards Programme for Digital 
Cities- Latin America
Success strategy: 

The municipal areas of Latin 
America are often neglected in 
the government’s modernization 
efforts. This informed the award 
of digital cities to reward the de-
velopment of E-government initi-
atives and stimulate the moderni-
zation of these municipalities in 
Latin America.

The awards are made in three 
categories, which are: 

•	 metropolitan area, 
•	 medium size city,
•	 and small rural communi-

ty. 
The basic criteria for the con-

tests are that these areas should 
have incorporated ICTs in its 
modernization process. This can 
be done through culture econom-
ics and must demonstrate a signif-
icant progress in the transition to 
a digital city. 

Cultural economics is the 
branch of economics that studies 
the relation of culture to econom-
ic outcomes. Here, 'culture' is 
defined by shared beliefs and 
preferences of respective groups. 

Programmatic issues include 
whether and how much culture 
matters as to economic outcomes 
and what its relation is to institu-
tions.

Judgment criteria include ex-
isting accomplishments and the 
scope and quality of future plans 
and projects. 

Two additional prizes are 
granted. First one is for E integra-
tion which emphasizes female la-
bor contribution in the moderni-
zation process. Secondly, the 
regional E cooperation award 
which recognizes technical con-
tribution in E government based 
on knowledge and technology 
transfer. 

The award has made more 
visible on the applicability of 
ICTs to government. Subsequent-
ly creating model cities for other 
cities to emulate, leading to suc-
cess story in e-government.
Republic of Korea: A National 
Success Story 
Success strategy: 

The Republic of Korea’s 
growing internet population is an 
important step towards the coun-
try’s e-government efforts. In Ko-
rea, there is a strong awareness 
that an ICT literate citizenry is 
needed to make full use of the 
Government’s online efforts, 
which have been bold and 
far-reaching. 

Over a decade ago in January 
2000, almost all government min-
istries and agencies were online 
and connected to a high-speed 
backbone network. Currently, 
more than 80 per cent of the cen-
tral Government’s documents are 
computerized and 55 per cent of 
the government’s documents are 
handled electronically. A number 
of e-government projects have 
been implemented, including a 
registration system that has com-
puterized over 200 million re-
al-estate properties. 

Information about the prop-
erties can be examined in real 
time and titles issued on demand. 
The system is accessible from 
government offices as well as ki-
osks. The word “kiosk” is a small 
structure in a public area used for 
providing information or display-
ing advertisements, often incor-
porating an interactive display 
screen or screens.

In the context of tourism in-
dustry, one or more kiosks are lo-
cated in tourist areas in just about 
every city. The folks working 

there always speak English, and 
are happy to answer all questions, 
provide maps, make hotel book-
ings, you name it. They can tell 
you train and bus schedules, and 
will make telephone calls to find 
out everything they don’t have at 
their fingertips.

In this way, time spent on 
registering properties has been re-
duced from over two hours to less 
than five minutes. 

Perhaps the most remarkable 
aspect of the Korean experience 
has been the Government’s pro-
active and practical stance. In 
fact, they provide the necessary 
regulatory framework and sup-
portive environment, in an effort 
to be one step ahead. It also en-
courages investment by compa-
nies and usage by consumers. Not 
surprisingly, Korea was one of 
the first countries to emphasize 
the importance of ICT as an eco-
nomic stimulus. 

Six major national projects 
have structured the direction of 
Government policies, including 
the recent “Global leader, e Ko-
rea”. It is the slogan of the latest 
Ministry of Information and 
Communication (MIC) initiative. 
Goals include getting more than 
90 per cent of all Koreans online, 
improving E Government and en-
couraging schools to use more 
sophisticated ICT applications. 
India – WebCITI (Web Based 
Citizen-IT Interface)
Success strategy: 

An e-Governance project for 

building citizen-IT interface for 
services offered by district ad-
ministration at Fatehgarh Sahib in 
Punjab. Fatehgarh Sahib District 
is one of the twenty-two districts 
of the state of Punjab in North-
West India. It also provides com-
plete workflow automation in the 
District Commissioner’s office. 
The WebCITI provides a web 
based interface to citizens seek-
ing services from the district ad-
ministration. The computer inter-
face means the way a computer 
program presents information to a 
user or receives information from 
a user, in particular the layout of 
the screen and the menus. 

These include issuance of 
certificates such as death/birth, 
caste, rural area etc. It also issued 
licenses such as arms license, per-
mission for conferences/rallies 
etc and benefits from socio-eco-
nomic schemes. 

The Project has been appro-
priately funded by Government 
of Punjab and has been executed 
through National Informatics 
Centre Services Inc. (NICSI) of 
Punjab State Unit. The WebCI-
TY has been augmented with Di-
alCITY (Dialup based Citi-
zen-IT Interface) to provide 
status as well as procedural infor-
mation through telephone. It fur-
ther extends the cause of provid-
ing efficient, transparent and 
quick information to the citizens. 

One can have information on 
any services or status of his case 
or application on phone. One can 

also find information about vari-
ous schemes and procedures, sta-
tus of one’s application etc. 
through web Interface available 
through select intranet counters at 
developmental block / revenue te-
hsil. Tehsil also tahsil is an ad-
ministrative division of India de-
noting a sub-district.

Webcity: Web-based Citizen 
IT Interface Project at Fatehgarh 
(Punjab) is doing fine as Webcity 
provides the Web-based interface 
to citizens seeking services from 
district administration. It facili-
tates the citizens to interact with 
the government.
Broadband 100% Installation 
Programme of Hyogo - Japan
Success strategy: 

The story of the Hyogo pre-
fecture broadband initiative pro-
vides some perspectives for the 
developing world with its best 
practices of regional development 
programme. It is to promote part-
nership between the local govern-
ment and business for building a 
broadband access network in ru-
ral areas. 

Hyogo prefecture is located 
in the western part of Japan, 
which has been known as an area 
of disaster recovery from the Big 
Earthquake of Hanshin-Awaji in 
1995. More, even if Japan is a 
technologically advanced coun-
try, there are huge underserved 
areas with regards to broadband 
services. In those areas, the dial 
up through fixed telephone line is 
still the only way to connecting to 

internet. 
Rapid progress of broadband 

access technologies has recently 
been made in both wired and 
wireless technologies in Hyogo. 
Technologies such as ADSL and 
wireless LAN, which become less 
and less expensive make easier to 
build broadband access environ-
ment even in the rural areas. 

Over a decade ago, in 2004, 
in the Hyogo prefecture ADSL 
service coverage rate for house-
holds achieved 97.7%, while the 
overall average for Japan was 
77.1%. This broadband success 
has been achieved thanks to the 
local government special meas-
ures entitled "Broadband 100% 
installation programme of Hyo-
go". The task was implemented 
through cooperation with busi-
ness in order to bring efficient 
technology services to the rural 
areas. 

From the point of view of the 
local community, this public-pri-
vate partnership on the local level 
resulted in an improvement of the 
quality of life in the region and 
smooth development of local dig-
ital content, including an expan-
sion of administrative services on 
the web. All the cities and towns 
administrations in Hyogo Prefec-
ture --- including 28 cities and 32 
towns as of 24 May 2005 --- de-
veloped their own website for 
better administrative services, as 
well as for dissemination and ex-
change of information among 
households, local industries and 
local administrations. 

Furthermore, in the frame-
work of the partnership an initia-
tive was undertaken to connect all 
elementary schools to the inter-
net. Thanks to the Harima Smart 
School Project, the majority of 
the local schools have been al-
ready connected through volun-

teers’ organizations activity. And, 
the Hyogo New Media Council is 
a place for discussion among all 
the stakeholders of ICT develop-
ment in Hyogo Prefecture for 
possible cooperative solutions. 

This achievement could be 
reached with an active participa-
tion of the people in the local 
community, a working partner-
ship among all of these stakehold-
ers as well as a strong leadership 
of the local government authori-
ties. While promoting the broad-
band information infrastructure 
constructions, Hyogo Prefectural 
Government endeavored to attain 
a wider goal of supporting a mul-
ti-dimensional cultivation of local 
community as well as an informa-
tion sharing among all stakehold-
ers, thus further creating new 
style of local community based 
on advanced ICTs. 
Conclusion

It is heartening and inspiring 
to learn that the Yangon regional 
government is preparing to launch 
the “e-Yangon” system, which is 
most likely in reducing bribery 
and corruption in Yangon Region, 
when it reaches the right direc-
tion.

The author has shared with 
the esteemed readers of The 
Global New Light of Myanmar on 
the success stories in summary 
with diverse background from the 
different locations of the planet 
on (a) Latin America; (b) Repub-
lic of Korea; (c) Punjab Province 
in India; (d) Hyogo of Japan. 
They have had their own chal-
lenges and time frames in the im-
plementations of their intended 
targets by all stakeholders through 
strong commitment and subse-
quently reaping conquest. 

The author sincerely wishes 
e-Yangon system a success.

*******

THE Suzuki Motor Corporation 
will back this year’s ASEAN 
Football Championship, it has 
been learned. This will be the 
fifth year in a row the company 
has acted as a sponsor. The bien-
nial AFF Suzuki Cup 2016 is be-
ing co-hosted by Myanmar and 
the Philippines with the tourna-
ment to kick off on 19 November. 

The two countries will be 
hosting the group stages of the 
tournament for the first time since 
its inception in 1996.

The participating teams will 
be joined by one team from the 

Qualification Round competition 
to be played in Cambodia from 
15-21 October. 

Hosts Cambodia, Brunei 
Darussalam, Laos and Ti-
mor-Le’ste will fight it out for the 
one spot at the Phnom Penh 
Olympic Stadium.

The AFF Suzuki Cup group 
stages will be played from 19 to 
26 November in Myanmar and 
the Philippines, followed by the 
semi-finals and the final from 3 to 
17 December which will be con-
tested on a home and away ba-
sis.—GNLM

Suzuki strikes sponsorship deal
for 2016 ASEAN football cup
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news in brief

Selakovic: We will have more independent, 
more efficient judiciary

UK to give up its planned presidency of 
European Council — May’s spokeswoman

Snake on a train: Australian police seize 
northbound pet python
Sydney — A pet python called ‘Bread’ was confiscated by New 
South Wales Police on Wednesday after the snake’s owner started 
showing him off on a train.

Bread, a one-metre (3 feet) diamond python, was pulled out of a 
backpack by a 20-year-old man on a northbound Central Coast train, 
with worried passengers calling the police concerned for the snake’s 
safety. Police met the man at Woy Woy train station, 80 km (50 miles) 
north of Sydney, at 1am (1500 GMT) and took the yellow and black 
snake when the owner said he didn’t have a permit for it.

“If I could give one piece of advice, don’t get your snake out on 
a train,” Brisbane Waters Police Commander Superintendent Danny 
Sullivan said.  The man was expected to be arrested for possessing 
and displaying protected fauna which carries a penalty of A$300 
($225), police said. Bread was taken to the Australian Reptile Park in 
Somersby, 50 km (30 miles) north of Sydney, and was in good health, 
Sullivan added.-—Reuters

LONDON —  Britain will give up its planned presidency of the Eu-
ropean Council, due to start in July 2017, a spokeswoman for Prime 
Minister Theresa May said on Wednesday after a conversation be-
tween May and council president Donald Tusk.

“The Prime Minister suggested that the UK should relinquish 
the rotating Presidency of the Council, currently scheduled for the 
second half of 2017, noting that we would be prioritising the negoti-
ations to leave the European Union,” the spokeswoman said.

“The Prime Minister explained that we will need to carefully 
prepare for the negotiations to leave the EU before triggering Article 
50. Donald Tusk reassured the Prime Minister that he will help to 
make this process happen as smoothly as possible.” —Reuters

British police officer stabbed after water 
fight turns violent
London — A British police officer was stabbed after a water fight 
in London’s Hyde Park turned violent late on Tuesday.

Several hundred people threw bottles at the police in Hyde 
Park, according to the BBC. One police officer was stabbed and the 
other was injured by a bottle.

“Both have been taken to hospital for treatment,” police said in 
a statement. “Their injuries are described as not life threatening.”

Police said two other people had suffered from stab wounds. 
One had injuries described as not life-threatening, while an update 
on the other was awaited.

Police officers remained at the scene until the crowds dispersed 
at around 0120 GMT (09:20pm EDT) on Wednesday. No arrests 
have so far been made. —Reuters

Three French soldiers killed in Libya —
French defence ministry
PARIS —  Three French soldiers have been killed in Libya, the 
defence ministry said on Wednesday.

It gave no further information. Earlier in the day, French gov-
ernment spokesman Stephane Le Foll said special forces were oper-
ating in the North African country.—Reuters

BELGRADE — By fulfilling the obligations from Chapters 23 and 
24 in the EU accession talks, Serbia will get a more independent 
and more efficient judiciary, says Justice Minister Nikola Selakovic.

“Those are not things that happen overnight,” Selakovic told the 
RTS Monday evening after the chapters had been opened in Brus-
sels, adding that the judiciary must focus on benefits for citizens as 
otherwise the opening of chapters would be futile.

The opening of the chapters means a confirmation of the obli-
gations Serbia itself has envisioned, and fulfilling those obligations 
is what will follow now, based on a consensus of all societal factors, 
Selakovic said. That means much more hard work, but also a much 
higher degree of certainty, he said.

The European Commission will oversee the implementation of 
those measures, but it will not be the one to solve key issues in the 
judiciary, as that will be Serbia’s job, Selakovic explained.—Tanjug

Trump could seek new law to purge 
government of Obama appointees

Republican US presidential nominee Donald Trump speaks live via satellite from Trump Tower in New York 
City during the second session at the Republican National Convention in Cleveland, Ohio, US, on 19 July 
2016. Photo: Reuters

CLEVELAND  —  If he wins 
the presidency, Republican pres-
idential nominee Donald Trump 
would seek to purge the federal 
government of officials appointed 
by Democratic President Barack 
Obama and could ask Congress to 
pass legislation making it easier to 
fire public workers, Trump ally, 
Chris Christie, said on Tuesday.

Christie, who is governor of 
New Jersey and leads Trump’s 
White House transition team, said 
the campaign was drawing up a 
list of federal government em-
ployees to fire if Trump defeats 
Democratic rival Hillary Clinton 
in the 8 November presidential 
election.

“As you know from his other 
career, Donald likes to fire peo-
ple,” Christie told a closed-door 
meeting with dozens of donors at 
the Republican National Conven-
tion in Cleveland, according to an 
audio recording obtained by Reu-
ters and two participants in the 
meeting.

Christie was referring to 
Trump’s starring role in the 
long-running television show 
“The Apprentice,” where his 
catch-phrase was “You’re fired!”

The Trump campaign did not 
respond to requests for comment.

Trump’s transition advis-

ers fear that Obama may convert 
these appointees to civil servants, 
who have more job security than 
officials who have been politically 
appointed. This would allow offi-
cials to keep their jobs in a new, 
possibly Republican, administra-
tion, Christie said.

“It’s called burrowing,” 
Christie said. “You take them 
from the political appointee side 
into the civil service side, in order 
to try to set up ... roadblocks for 
your successor, kind of like when 
all the Clinton people took all the 
Ws off the keyboard when George 
Bush was coming into the White 
House.”

Christie was referring to 
pranks committed during the pres-
idential transition from Bill Clin-
ton to George W. Bush in 2001. 
During that period, some White 
House staffers removed the W 
key on computer keyboards and 
left derogatory signs and stickers 
in offices, according to a report by 
the General Accounting Office, an 
investigative arm of Congress.

“One of the things I have sug-
gested to Donald is that we have 
to immediately ask the Republi-
can Congress to change the civil 
service laws. Because if they do, 
it will make it a lot easier to fire 
those people,” Christie said.

He said firing civil serv-
ants was “cumbersome” and 
“time-consuming.”

There was no immediate 
comment from the American 
Federation of Government Em-
ployees, which is the largest fed-
eral employee union in the United 
States. Christie also told the gath-
ering that changing the leadership 
of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, long a target of Repub-
licans concerned about over reg-
ulation, would be a top priority 
for Trump should he win in No-
vember. Trump has previously 
vowed to eliminate the EPA and 
roll back some of America’s most 
ambitious environmental policies, 
actions that he says would revive 
the US oil and coal industries and 
bolster national security.

Christie added that the 
Trump team wants to let busi-
nesspeople serve in government 
part time without having to give 
up their jobs in the private sector. 
Trump frequently says he is better 
equipped to be president because 
of his business experience.

Although Christie was re-
peatedly asked during the meet-
ing, he declined to name any 
potential Cabinet picks. He said 
Trump was not ready to do that 
yet.—Reuters

German foreign minister urges more ties 
between police, spy agencies
BERLIN — German Foreign 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
called on Wednesday for greater 
cooperation between police and 
intelligence agencies in Europe 
as well as sustained international 
efforts to fight Islamic State after 
recent attacks.

The minister also said Ger-
many would pledge a further 160 
million euros ($176 million) to 
help stabilize Iraq at a donor con-
ference of 24 countries in Wash-
ington.

“The attacks of the past have 
shown us there is no absolute se-
curity,” Steinmeier told Reuters 
in a written interview. “Terror 
strikes randomly and can hit each 
of us individually.”

“The fact is, we urgently need 
even closer cooperation between 
police and intelligence agencies 
in Europe, and better information 
sharing.”

He said it was also critical to 
keep fighting Islamic State in the 
Middle East and to improve the 

prospects of people in areas freed 
from its influence. On Monday, 
a 17-year-old Afghan refugee 
injured five people in southern 
Germany before being shot dead 
by police, the latest in a string of 
attacks claimed by Islamic State.

Steinmeier said the only 
long-term way to combat extrem-
ism was to create conditions that 
allowed different religious and so-
cial groups to live together peace-
fully, both in the West and in the 
Middle East.— Reuters
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French Defence Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian (L) and 
Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault attend the Bastille Day 
military parade on the Champs-Elysees in Paris, France, 
on 14 July, 2016. Photo: Reuters

France says west plans strike on Islamic 
State in Iraq, confirms Libya presence
Paris — France and the 
United States are prepar-
ing a coordinated strike 
against Islamic State on 
the militant group’s strong-
hold in Mosul, Iraq, French 
government spokesman 
Stephane Le Foll said.

“(French Defence 
Minister) Jean Yves Le 
Drian is in Washington. He 
is preparing with the Amer-
icans a coordinated attack 
on Mosul,” le Foll said on 
France Info radio.

Foreign Minister Jean-
Marc Ayrault spoke about 
a Washington meeting of 
the anti-Islamic State coa-

lition in an interview with 
Reuters on Tuesday.

Le Foll said he could 
not confirm a report in Le 
Parisien newspaper, citing 
an Associated Press report, 
which said two French 
special forces soldiers had 
been killed in Libya on 
Sunday.

However, he con-
firmed that French special 
forces were present in the 
country. “Special forces 
are there, of course, to help 
and to make sure France is 
present everywhere in the 
struggle against terrorists,” 
he said.—Reuters

Israeli parliament 
enacts impeachment 
law, critics say 
targets Arab MPs
JERUSALEM — Israel’s 
parliament on Wednesday 
passed a law enabling it to 
impeach deputies for in-
citement to violence, rac-
ism or support for armed 
struggle against the state, 
in a move critics said was 
aimed mainly at Arab leg-
islators.

Some Arab parlia-
mentarians have enraged 
Israel’s Jewish majority 
by meeting with families 
of some of the Palestinians 
killed during a recent surge 
in street attacks on Israelis.

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said the 
new law ended “the absurd 
situation” whereby some-
one who “supports terror 
against the State of Isra-
el and its citizens” could 
serve as a member of par-
liament.

Passed by a 62-47 
vote, the bill is also seen 
by campaigners as the lat-
est example of legislation 
promoted by Netanyahu’s 
right-wing government at-
tempting to curb freedom 
of speech.

“This is one of the 
most serious legislative 
proposals in recent years 
and it harms the very 
building blocks of de-
mocracy — the right to 
freedom of expression, 
the right to vote and to be 
elected, and the right to 
representation,” said Deb-
bie Gilad-Hayo of the As-
sociation of Civil Rights in 
Israel. “Arab (lawmakers) 
whose actions and remarks 
do not find favour with the 

political majority will be 
the first people harmed by 
the bill — however, it is a 
slippery slope and the bill 
has potential to affect all,” 
she said in a statement.

But the law could 
prove to be more sym-
bolic than practical, as it 
requires at least 90 of the 
house’s 120 members to 
vote in favour of any im-
peachment, a majority that 
may be hard to achieve in 
the fractious Knesset.

There are 18 Arab 
members of parliament, 16 
of them in the opposition. 
Arabs citizens, many of 
whom identify as Palestin-
ian, make up some 20 per 
cent of Israel’s population.

In a move that the Eu-
ropean Union said risked 
undermining democracy 
and free speech, parlia-
ment last week adopted a 
law requiring NGOs that 
receive more than half 
their funding from abroad 
to provide details of their 
donations.

This could have an 
impact on some of the 
most outspoken opponents 
of Israeli policies in the 
occupied territories, in-
cluding groups such as the 
anti-settlement Peace Now 
and Breaking the Silence, 
which takes testimony 
from former soldiers on 
treatment of Palestinians.

Netanyahu said the 
law was aimed at prevent-
ing interference by foreign 
countries and entities in 
Israel’s internal affairs.—
Reuters

Britain adds Chinese militant group to terror list
BEIJING — Britain has 
listed the East Turkestan 
Islamic Movement (ETIM) 
as a terrorist organisation, 
a move likely to please 
China, which has demand-
ed Western support for its 
fight against a group it says 
seeks to split off its west-
ern region of Xinjiang.

Britain’s Home Of-
fice, or interior minis-
try, on Friday designated 
ETIM, which it also called 
the Turkestan Islamic Par-
ty (TIP), as an “Islamic ter-
rorist and separatist organ-
isation” trying to create an 
“independent caliphate” in 
Xinjiang.

The United States and 
the United Nations have 
listed ETIM as a terrorist 
group, though there is some 
discrepancy internationally 
over whether ETIM and 
TIP are the same entity as 
China claims, and experts 
have questioned their co-
hesiveness.

Western countries 
have long been reluctant 

to share intelligence with 
China or otherwise cooper-
ate when it comes to coun-
ter-terrorism in Xinjiang, 
saying China has provid-
ed little evidence to prove 
ETIM’s existence and cit-
ing worries about possible 
human rights abuses.

The addition of ETIM 
to the list of proscribed or-
ganisations comes as lead-
ers from China and Britain 
have proclaimed the coun-
tries are enjoying a “golden 
age” in relations.

Inclusion on the list 
criminalises association 
with the group, according 
to the Home Office web-
site. Criteria for the listing 
of a group include factors 
such as the “specific threat 
it poses to the UK” and 
“the need to support other 
members of the interna-
tional community in the 
global fight against terror-
ism”.

The Home Office said 
the group is based in trib-
al regions of Pakistan, had 

claimed responsibility for 
attacks in China, “main-
tained an active and visible 
presence in the Syrian war” 
and had detailed its “jihad 
against the Chinese au-
thorities”. China’s Foreign 
Ministry did not immedi-
ately offer a comment on 
the designation.

Hundreds have died 
in violence in recent years 
in Xinjiang, home to the 
Muslim Uighur people. 
Beijing blames the blood-
shed on Islamist militants 
and separatists, though 
rights groups say the unrest 
is more a reaction to re-
pressive Chinese policies.

The US State Depart-
ment, in its annual report 
on terrorism around the 
world, said there was a lack 
of transparency or infor-
mation from China about 
incidents Beijing called 
terrorism, and said coun-
ter-terrorism cooperation 
was limited.

It has also criticised 
Chinese restrictions on re-

ligious expression in Xin-
jiang, like banning veils for 
women.

China has asked the 
United States to respect 
what it says is its fight 
against militants in Xin-
jiang and has sought great-
er Western support for its 
domestic “war on terror” 
since the attacks in Paris 
last November.

Last week, Premier Li 
Keqiang called for greater 
global cooperation against 
terrorism. Dilxat Raxit, a 
spokesman for the World 
Uyghur Congress, the main 
Uighur exile group, said in 
an email that Britain had 
given China the pretence 
it needed to “increase its 
crackdown on Uighurs”.

“In China, any Uighurs 
that are unhappy with Chi-
na’s systematic policies of 
suppression are all accused 
of terror, but China is inca-
pable of providing any ev-
idence able to stand up to 
transparent examination,” 
he said.—Reuters
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Washington — US military 
forces will continue to operate in 
the South China Sea in accord-
ance with international law, the US 
Chief of Naval Operations John 
Richardson said on Wednesday 
during a visit to a Chinese naval 
base.

China has refused to recognise 
a ruling by an arbitration court in 
The Hague that invalidated its vast 
territorial claims in the South Chi-
na Sea and did not take part in the 
proceedings brought by the Philip-

pines.
China has repeatedly blamed 

the United States for stirring up 
trouble in the South China Sea, a 
strategic waterway through which 
more than $5 trillion of trade 
moves annually.

China, Brunei, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Taiwan and Viet Nam 
all have rival claims, of which Chi-
na’s is the largest.

The United States has con-
ducted freedom of navigation pa-
trols close to Chinese-held islands, 

to Beijing’s anger, while China has 
been bolstering its military pres-
ence there.

Meeting Yuan Yubai, com-
mander of the Chinese North Sea 
Fleet, Richardson “underscored 
the importance of lawful and safe 
operations in the South China and 
elsewhere professional navies op-
erate”, the US Navy said. US forc-
es would keep sailing, flying and 
operating wherever international 
law allows, Richardson added.

“The US Navy will continue 

to conduct routine and lawful op-
erations around the world, includ-
ing in the South China Sea, in or-
der to protect the rights, freedoms 
and lawful uses of sea and airspace 
guaranteed to all. This will not 
change.” Richardson said he was 
supporting of the deepening of re-
lations between the two navies.

“But I will be continuously re-
assessing my support conditioned 
on continued safe and professional 
interactions at sea. In this area we 
must judge each other by our deeds 

and actions, not just by our words,” 
he added. The United States has 
complained that Chinese aircraft 
and ships have performed “unsafe” 
maneuvers while shadowing US 
ships and planes, particularly in 
the South China Sea. Speaking in 
Sydney on Wednesday, US Vice 
President Joe Biden assured key 
ally Australia there would be no 
retreat from Washington’s pivot to 
the Asia-Pacific region, regardless 
of who wins November’s presiden-
tial election.—Reuters

US says its forces will keep operating in South China Sea

The amphibious assault 
ship USBoxer transits the 
East Sea during Exercise 
Ssang Yong 2016 on 8 
March, 2016. Photo: Xinhua

Brazil probes Olympics threats after group backs Islamic State

A passenger waits as Brazilian Air force soldiers patrol the Tom Jobim 
International airport ahead of the 2016 Rio Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, on 19 July, 2016. Photo: Reuters

Rio de Janeiro — Brazil's 
intelligence agency said on Tues-
day it was investigating all threats 
to next month's Rio Olympics 
after a presumed Brazilian Isla-
mist group pledged allegiance to 
Islamic State (IS) less than three 
weeks before the Games.

The SITE Intelligence Group 
that monitors the internet report-
ed that a group calling itself "An-
sar al-Khilafah Brazil" said on 
the Telegram messaging app on 
Sunday that it followed IS leader 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi and had 
promoted IS propaganda in Ara-
bic, English and Portuguese.

Brazilian authorities stepped 
up security measures following 
the truck massacre in Nice last 
week, planning security cordons, 
further roadblocks and the frisk-
ing of visitors in Rio de Janeiro 
for the Olympics.

Police and soldiers took part 
over the weekend in drills near 
sports facilities and along trans-

port routes. The Games start on 5  
August. and are expected to at-
tract as many as 500,000 foreign 
visitors.

"All threats related to the 
Rio 2016 Games are being me-
ticulously investigated, particu-

larly those related to terrorism," 
the Brazilian intelligence agency 
ABIN said in a statement when 
asked to comment on the previ-
ously unknown group's claim of 
support for Islamic State.

"Many are dismissed and 

those that deserve attention 
are investigated exhaustively," 
ABIN said. An agency spokes-
woman declined to comment on 
whether the posting by the group 
presented a credible threat.

ABIN last month confirmed 
it had detected a Portuguese ac-
count on the Telegram app that 
was a channel for exchanging 
information on Islamic State but 
authorities said no threat had 
been detected of an attack in Bra-
zil.

Since Thursday's attack 
in Nice where a truck plowed 
through crowds during Bastille 
Day celebrations, Brazil has 
sought to reassure the interna-
tional community that the Games 
will be safe and terrorist threats 
are being taken seriously.

On Monday, interim Presi-
dent Michel Temer issued a vid-
eo message inviting foreigners to 
come to Rio and enjoy the Games 
and the beauty of the host city.

"We have reinforced securi-
ty very much in the city and you 
can come without worries. You 
can enjoy the marvels of Rio de 
Janeiro and attend the Games," 
he said in the brief video.

Brazilian security officials 
say they are in close contact with 
partner countries about any possi-
ble threats to the Games and have 
been monitoring chatrooms and 
other communications among 
suspected sympathizers of radical 
groups.

They said their biggest con-
cern during the Olympics is not 
the threat of a coordinated attack 
by known militants but the pos-
sibility that a lone actor or group 
sympathetic to militant causes 
could seek to target the event.

Brazil will deploy about 
85,000 soldiers, police and oth-
er security personnel, more than 
twice the size of the security 
deployment during the London 
Olympics in 2012.—Reuters
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TRADEMARK CAUTION 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that Gruppo Cimbali 
S.p.A. a company incorporated in Italy and 
having its principal office at Via Manzoni 17, 
20082 Binasco (MI), Italy is the owner and sole 
proprietor of the following trademarks:- 

 
(Reg. No: IV/5519/2016) 

 

 
(Reg. No: IV/5520/2016) 

 

LA CIMBALI 
 

(Reg. No: IV/5521/2016) 
 

in respect of :- 
“Electric coffee mills; electric coffee grinders; 
electric ice-chopping machines; multi-purpose 
apparatus for restaurants, namely, electric food 
processors; dishwashing machines; dish washers 
for barrooms; mixer [machines]; coffee grinders 
[other than hand-operated]” in Class 07; 
“Refrigerators; water softeners; electric coffee 
filters; percolators for coffee and coffee with 
cream [electric]; electric coffee machines; 
espresso and cappuccino machines [electric]; 
automatic coffee percolators and their fittings; ice 
cube makers [electric]; filters for automatic 
coffee percolators [electric]; water boilers for 
automatic coffee percolators; steam jets for 
steaming heating installations; steam jets [other 
than parts of machines]; milk frothers and 
foamers for electric coffee machine; espresso 
coffee machines for barrooms [electric]” in Class 
11. 
 

Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of 
the said trademarks or other infringements 
whatsoever will be dealt with according to law. 
 

U Kyi Win Associates 
for Gruppo Cimbali S.p.A. 
BY ITS ATTORNEY  
ACTIP IP LIMITED 
P.O. Box No. 26, Yangon. 
Phone:  372416 
Dated: 21st July, 2016 
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Istanbul — Turkey 
has blocked access to the 
WikiLeaks website, the 
telecoms watchdog said on 
Wednesday, hours after it 
leaked thousands of ruling 
party emails just as Ankara 
grapples with the aftermath 
of a failed military coup.

Around 50,000 sol-
diers, police, judges and 
teachers have been sus-
pended or detained since 
the attempted coup on the 
weekend, and Turkey’s 
Western allies have ex-
pressed concern over the 
crackdown’s reach.

WikiLeaks on Tuesday 
released nearly 300,000 
emails from the AK Party 
dating from 2010 to 6 July 
this year. Obtained before 
the attempted coup, the 
date of their publication 
was brought forward “in 
response to the govern-
ment’s post-coup purges”, 
WikiLeaks said on its web-
site.

The source of the 
emails was not connected 
to the coup plotters or to a 
rival political party or state, 
WikiLeaks said.

A view shows the crowd gathering near a makeshift memorial on the Promenade des Anglais during a minute of silence on 
the third day of national mourning to pay tribute to victims of the truck attack along the Promenade des Anglais on Bastille 
Day that killed scores and injured as many in Nice, France, on 18 July 2016. Photo: Reuters

French lawmakers back 
emergency rule after Nice 
attack, inquiry sought
PARIS — French lawmak-
ers approved a six-month 
rollover of emergency rule 
on Wednesday in the wake 
of last week's truck attack 
on the city of Nice, the third 
deadly assault in 18 months 
for which the Islamic State 
militant group has claimed 
responsibility.

President Francois 
Hollande's Socialist gov-
ernment remained under 
pressure, however, over se-
curity standards as the head 
of the regional government 
in the southern Nice area 
demanded an inquiry into 
policing levels on the night 
of the carnage.

Tunisian Mohamed 
Lahouaiej Bouhlel drove a 
truck into crowds of Bas-

tille Day revellers in the 
14 July attack in the Rivi-
era coast resort of Nice, 
killing 84 people before he 
was shot dead by police. 
Around 38 of the 84 killed 
were foreigners.

The extension of extra 
search-and-arrest powers 
for police was approved by 
489 votes to 26 shortly be-
fore dawn in France's Na-
tional Assembly, the lower 
house of parliament.

Prime Minister Ma-
nuel Valls, jeered by 
crowds at a remembrance 
ceremony on Monday and 
criticised by political oppo-
nents over the attack, called 
for national unity as he pre-
sented the emergency rule 
bill overnight.—Reuters

Turkey blocks access to WikiLeaks 
after ruling party email dump

Hundred jihadis 
still entering 
Syria from 
Turkey each 
week— 
Le Figaro

China pipeline fire kills two, cuts gas supplies
Hong Kong / Shang-
hai — China’s Sinopec 
has shut down a section of 
the Sichuan-East China gas 
pipeline in the country’s 
central region after it was 
hit by a landslide and fire, 
killing two people.

The fire was under 
control and the company 
was working to restore the 
facility that carries natural 
gas from the southwestern 

province of Sichuan to east-
ern China, a spokesman for 
China Petroleum & Chemi-
cal Corp (Sinopec) said.

Associated gas wells 
were also being shut down, 
he said.

The accident happened 
in a remote region in cen-
tral Hubei province. Cen-
tral China has experienced 
heavy rains in recent weeks, 
resulting in landslides and 

widespread flooding.
Sinopec said it has cut 

off 9.8 million cubic metres 
of gas supply per day to 
industrial users following 
the accident. The company 
was working with fellow 
state-owned energy firm 
PetroChina to arrange an 
emergency daily supply of 
5 million cubic metres of 
gas per day for residential 
users, the spokesman said.

Two people were 
killed in the accident, Xin-
hua reported, without giv-
ing further details.

China launched an 
investigation into safety 
at oil and gas pipelines in 
November 2013 after more 
then 50 people were killed 
in an explosion at a Sino-
pec oil pipeline at the east-
ern oil hub of Qingdao.— 
Reuters

The logo of the Wikileaks website is pictured on a 
smartphone in this picture illustration taken in Tokyo on 
29 November 2010. Photo: Reuters

Founded by Julian 
Assange, WikiLeaks pub-
lishes leaked material, 
mostly from governments. 
In 2010, the organisation 
published classified US 
military and diplomatic 
documents in one of the 
largest information leaks 
in US history.

Turkey’s Telecom-
munications Commu-
nications Board said on 
Wednesday that an “ad-

ministrative measure” 
had been taken against 
the website — the term 
it commonly uses when 
blocking access to sites.

Turkey routinely 
uses Internet shutdowns 
in response to political 
events, which critics and 
human rights advocates 
see as part of a broader 
attack on the media and 
freedom of expression.—
Reuters

PARIS — French military 
intelligence estimates that 
about 100 foreigners con-
tinue to enter Syria from 
Turkey each week to join 
Islamic State, French dai-
ly Le Figaro reported on 
Wednesday.

France’s foreign min-
ister said on Sunday that 
questions needed to be 
asked on whether Turkey 
was a viable partner in the 
fight against Islamic State 
in Syria and would raise the 
issue in a coalition meeting 
in Washington this week.

“According to the Di-
rection for Military Intelli-
gence (DRM) in Paris, each 
week, about 100 foreigners 
continue to cross Turkey 
into Syria to join Islamic 
State,” Le Figaro reported, 
citing sources.

The defence minis-
try did not immediately 
comment on the report.— 
Reuters
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Taylor Swift 
now officially 
credited for 

Calvin 
Harris’ 

Los Angeles —  
Singer Taylor Swift has now 
been officially credited as the 
co-writer of ex boyfriend DJ 
Calvin Harris’ track “This is 
what you came for”.

Swift, 26, is now listed as 
a songwriter-composer for the 
song on BMI, the performing 
arts Organisation that collects 
license fees and distributes roy-
alties to artists. 

The change was instituted 
late last week, reported Enter-
tainment Weekly.

Upon its release, the hit 
track, which features Rihan-
na, listed Harris, 32, and one 
Nils Sjoberg as the song-
writer-composers.

T h e 
BMI re-
cord has 
s i n c e 
b e e n 
amend-
ed af-
ter, last 
w e e k , 
it was 
confirmed that Swift 
co-wrote the single under the 
Sjoberg pseudonym.—PTI

Chris Martin 
performs 
son’s 
favourite 
songs

Los Angeles  — Coldplay frontman Chris 
Martin performed his son Moses’ favourite 
track, from the film “Back to the Future”.

The 39-year-old “Hymn for the Week-
end” hitmaker, got the special request 
through video projection, and gave an im-
promptu performance of song “Earth An-
gel” from the movie, reported Entertain-
ment Weekly.

During the performance at MetLife 
Stadium in New Jersey, actor Michael J 
Fox, who played a role of Marty McFly 
in the trilogy, joined the band onstage and 
even performed a guitar solo. —PTI

Jane Fonda to auction off wedding  
dress, engagement ring
London — Actress Jane Fonda is 
giving up her most priced posses-
sions- her wedding dress and 
engagement ring from Ted 
Turner- in a Los Angeles 
auction.

Titled ‘Property 
from the Collection of 
Jane Fonda,’ the event is 
scheduled to be held on 
23 September, reported 
People magazine. Julien’s 
Auctions, the house that 
has also sold items owned 
by Michael Jackson and Mar-
ilyn Monroe will be hosting 
the event. The Collection of Jane 
Fonda is “a story of Fonda’s life, rep-

resenting different points in her cele-
brated career and personal life,” 

the press release reads. 
The lace gown and opal 

ring are from 1991, when 
Fonda, 78, married media 
mogul Turner, 77, in a 
Capps, Florida, ceremo-
ny. While her ivory dress 
features a Victorian-style 
high neck edged with lace 
and long sleeves, the oval 

black opal engagement 
stone is set in 18-karat yel-

low gold and nestled between 
two white diamonds. Julien’s 

estimates their worth between 
USD 2,000 to USD 4,000.—PTI

Johnny Depp’s 
makes first red 
carpet appearance post 
Los Angeles — Actor Johnny Depp made his first red 
carpet appearance since his split with estranged wife Amber 
Heard.

The 53-year-old “Black Mass” star accompanied his 
“Hollywood Vampires” bandmates for the annual Starkey 
Hearing Foundation Awards Gala in St Paul, reported E! 
Online. The event was also attended by Jennifer Garner, 
Buzz Aldrin and Jay Leno. 

Depp, who caught up in a controversy for allegedly 
abusing his wife, walked the carpet and posed alongside 
Alice Cooper and his wife, Sheryl Goddard for camera.

“I’ve been lucky enough to play characters like Edward 
Scissorhands, Captain Jack Sparrow and my only sort of 
goal is of making someday a positive change, he said during 
the event.—PTI

Chris Martin. 
Photo: Reuters

Harry Styles needed  
no acting tips,  
says Mark Rylance
London — Mark Rylance is 
impressed with One Direction 
singer Harry Styles’ acting calib-
er and the actor says the debutant 
does not need any tips.

Styles is set to start his acting 
career with Christopher Nolan’s 
war epic “Dunkirk,” alongside 
Rylance and has managed to sur-
prise him, reported Femalefirst.

“No, he doesn’t need tips. He 
is shaping up. I didn’t know any-
thing about him really other than 

my 12-year-old niece played 
me a music video. She adores 

him. There are girls all 
over the place try-

ing to get to him 
— he is one 
handsome 

fella with 
an incred-
ible smile 

and eyes.

“What’s really surprised me 
is he’s really witty, really fun-
ny — he really makes me laugh. 
He’s been ever so brave, not mak-
ing any fuss,” Rylance said.

The “Bridge of Spies” star 
even compared him to Sean Penn.

“He seems remarkable... One 
of those people (who has) — Sean 
Penn has it too — a kind of pa-
nache. I look at them and think, 
‘How did you get that? How do 
you get so that life is easy?’ But 
he has got a lovely, lovely charac-
ter. It’s a gift.”

The film also stars Tom 
Hardy, Cillian Murphy, Kenneth 
Branagh, and James D’Arcy.

“Dunkirk” is scheduled to re-
lease on 21 July, 2017. —PTI
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06 : 00 pm
 • Weather Report
 •  Cartoon Programme “Song 
  of the Sea ” (Part-2) 
06 : 50 pm 
 • International Movie Songs
07 : 10 pm 
	 • Myanmar Video
08 : 40 pm 
	 • MRTV Entertainment 
       Music
08 : 50 pm 
	 • U Kyaw Thu: From Artist  

        to Philanthropist (Part-2)
09 : 10 pm 
•  Music Programme
09 : 30 pm 
	 • Cruising To Precious 
  Islands (Part-2) 
09 : 50 pm 
	 • Myanmar Movie
Midnight
	 • Close Down.
 

*  ( 01 : 30  ) Am Live:  Euro 2016     “ Hungary Vs Belgium ”

‘Walkers 
on water’ 
overwhelm 
Italian lake 
installation
SULZANO, (Italy) — A yellow 
fabric	walkway	 floating	 on	 Lake	
Iseo in northern Italy has attracted 
twice as many visitors as expect-
ed and has been forced to close 
at night for essential repairs and 
cleaning.

Last Saturday, Bulgari-
an-born artist Christo opened 
“The Floating Piers”, a 3 km (two 
mile)-long walkway from Sulzano 
on the mainland to the Monte Iso-
la and San Paolo islands, usually 
accessible only by boat.

Authorities in the area 100 
km (60 miles) northeast of Milan 
had expected around 40,000 visi-
tors a day and to keep the walk-
way open around the clock. But 
after 97,000 came on Wednesday 

People walk on the installation ‘The Floating Piers’ by Bulgarian-born artist Christo Vladimirov Yavachev, known as Christo, on the Lake Iseo, 
northern Italy, on 24 June 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

alone, they decided to close it be-
tween midnight and 0400 GMT.

Made of some 220,000 
high-density polyethylene cubes 

covered with shimmering yellow 
fabric, the piers have suffered 
more wear and tear than expected.

The linked cubes are an-

chored to the bed of the lake, 
forming a 16 metre-wide, 35 cen-
timetre-high surface designed to 
move gently with the waves.

Admission is free. Volun-
teers are on hand in case anyone 
falls into the water. The installa-
tion closes on 3 July.—Reuters

Frankfurt sets out to woo bankers after Brexit
FRANKFURT — “You cry 
twice when you get sent to 
Frankfurt — once when you ar-
rive and once when you leave.”

That is the rallying cry of 
Germany’s	financial	capital	as	it	
tries to shake off its image as one 
of Europe’s most boring cities 
and woo bankers to move there 
following Britain’s decision to 
quit the European Union.

Though it is decried as a 
soulless city, with few cultural 
offerings and lacking appealing 
architecture,	 Frankfurt’s	 official	
marketing	 office	 did	 not	 wait	
long before kicking off an image 
campaign following the referen-
dum result.

Aiming to court banks and 
financial	institutions	considering	
relocating staff from London, 
Frankfurt Main Finance set up a 
direct	hotline	for	interested	firms	
and has scheduled road shows in 
London and other British cities.

“We want to send the mes-

sage loud and clear: “Welcome 
to Frankfurt. How can we help 
you?’” said the head of Frankfurt 
Main Finance, Hubertus Vaeth.

“The welcome banner is 
hung and Frankfurt’s doors are 
wide open.”

Britain’s relationship with 
the EU following the leave vote 
is	unclear	but	EU	officials	have	
said	UK-based	banks	and	finan-
cial	 firms	 would	 lose	 automat-
ic access to sell services across 
Europe if Britain does not apply 
vital EU principles.

Frankfurt, the birthplace of 
German poet Goethe, has only 
about 710,000 residents. De-
spite its glimmering skyscrapers, 
it appears like a sleepy village 
compared to the British capital, 
with travel times to its interna-
tional airport from the city center 
only 15 minutes.

The	 city’s	 marketing	 office	
expects 10,000 bankers to relo-
cate from London over the next 

five	 years,	 a	 roughly	 2-per	 cent	
share	of	all	financial	workers	 in	
the British capital.

Frankfurt ranked seventh 
in global consultancy Mercer’s 
2016 quality of living report, 
well above London at place 39. 

Others agree that Frankfurt 
could turn out to be an attractive 
continental European alternative, 
mainly	due	 to	 its	 established	fi-
nancial infrastructure and its role 
as headquarters of the European 
Central Bank.

But with at least two years 
of talks ahead to negotiate Brit-
ish exit terms, experts have 
dampened hopes for any quick 
influx.

“The next two years will be 
marked by a lot of changes and 
uncertainties and banks will wait 
for things to settle down before 
making any major moves,” said 
Jan Pieter Krahnen, professor 
of	finance	at	Frankfurt’s	Goethe	
University.—Reuters

Experts urge more soil pollution 
prevention, monitoring
BEIJING — Chinese  
environmental protection ex-
perts called for more efforts to 
prevent and monitor soil pollu-
tion ahead of the 26th National 
Land Day that falls on Saturday 
this year.

Wang Xiahui, director of 
the soil environment protection 
centre under the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection, said 
prevention is the strategy as 
treating soil contaminated with 
heavy metals and organic pol-
lutants could be very costly.

The authorities should roll 
out tough restrictions on pol-
lutants emitted by factories and 
mines and those who cause se-
vere soil pollution should be 
shut	down	and	fined,	Wang	said.

Wang also called for re-
lated government departments 
to beef up monitoring over soil 
pollution.

The environmental moni-
toring agencies in many cities 
and counties, however, are short 
of equipment and personnel and 
many new soil pollutants are not 
even on the radar, he said.

More accurate monitoring 
is needed to locate contaminated 
land and determine the severity 
and pollutant types, said Wang.

He also said the govern-
ment should evaluate the related 
risks on farm produce, health 
and the ecosystem and thus de-
termine risk control measures.

He also called for more 
coordinated efforts to curb air, 
water and soil pollution, warn-
ing that they could affect each 
other. 

The soil treatment mar-
ket in China is rather large, but 
experts are cautious over the 
market prospects in the short 
term.—Xinhua
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‘Walkers 
on water’ 
overwhelm 
Italian lake 
installation
SULZANO, (Italy) — A yellow 
fabric	walkway	 floating	 on	 Lake	
Iseo in northern Italy has attracted 
twice as many visitors as expect-
ed and has been forced to close 
at night for essential repairs and 
cleaning.

Last Saturday, Bulgari-
an-born artist Christo opened 
“The Floating Piers”, a 3 km (two 
mile)-long walkway from Sulzano 
on the mainland to the Monte Iso-
la and San Paolo islands, usually 
accessible only by boat.

Authorities in the area 100 
km (60 miles) northeast of Milan 
had expected around 40,000 visi-
tors a day and to keep the walk-
way open around the clock. But 
after 97,000 came on Wednesday 

People walk on the installation ‘The Floating Piers’ by Bulgarian-born artist Christo Vladimirov Yavachev, known as Christo, on the Lake Iseo, 
northern Italy, on 24 June 2016. Photo: ReuteRs

alone, they decided to close it be-
tween midnight and 0400 GMT.

Made of some 220,000 
high-density polyethylene cubes 

covered with shimmering yellow 
fabric, the piers have suffered 
more wear and tear than expected.

The linked cubes are an-

chored to the bed of the lake, 
forming a 16 metre-wide, 35 cen-
timetre-high surface designed to 
move gently with the waves.

Admission is free. Volun-
teers are on hand in case anyone 
falls into the water. The installa-
tion closes on 3 July.—Reuters

Frankfurt sets out to woo bankers after Brexit
FRANKFURT — “You cry 
twice when you get sent to 
Frankfurt — once when you ar-
rive and once when you leave.”

That is the rallying cry of 
Germany’s	financial	capital	as	it	
tries to shake off its image as one 
of Europe’s most boring cities 
and woo bankers to move there 
following Britain’s decision to 
quit the European Union.

Though it is decried as a 
soulless city, with few cultural 
offerings and lacking appealing 
architecture,	 Frankfurt’s	 official	
marketing	 office	 did	 not	 wait	
long before kicking off an image 
campaign following the referen-
dum result.

Aiming to court banks and 
financial	institutions	considering	
relocating staff from London, 
Frankfurt Main Finance set up a 
direct	hotline	for	interested	firms	
and has scheduled road shows in 
London and other British cities.

“We want to send the mes-

sage loud and clear: “Welcome 
to Frankfurt. How can we help 
you?’” said the head of Frankfurt 
Main Finance, Hubertus Vaeth.

“The welcome banner is 
hung and Frankfurt’s doors are 
wide open.”

Britain’s relationship with 
the EU following the leave vote 
is	unclear	but	EU	officials	have	
said	UK-based	banks	and	finan-
cial	 firms	 would	 lose	 automat-
ic access to sell services across 
Europe if Britain does not apply 
vital EU principles.

Frankfurt, the birthplace of 
German poet Goethe, has only 
about 710,000 residents. De-
spite its glimmering skyscrapers, 
it appears like a sleepy village 
compared to the British capital, 
with travel times to its interna-
tional airport from the city center 
only 15 minutes.

The	 city’s	 marketing	 office	
expects 10,000 bankers to relo-
cate from London over the next 

five	 years,	 a	 roughly	 2-per	 cent	
share	of	all	financial	workers	 in	
the British capital.

Frankfurt ranked seventh 
in global consultancy Mercer’s 
2016 quality of living report, 
well above London at place 39. 

Others agree that Frankfurt 
could turn out to be an attractive 
continental European alternative, 
mainly	due	 to	 its	 established	fi-
nancial infrastructure and its role 
as headquarters of the European 
Central Bank.

But with at least two years 
of talks ahead to negotiate Brit-
ish exit terms, experts have 
dampened hopes for any quick 
influx.

“The next two years will be 
marked by a lot of changes and 
uncertainties and banks will wait 
for things to settle down before 
making any major moves,” said 
Jan Pieter Krahnen, professor 
of	finance	at	Frankfurt’s	Goethe	
University.—Reuters

Experts urge more soil pollution 
prevention, monitoring
BEIJING — Chinese  
environmental protection ex-
perts called for more efforts to 
prevent and monitor soil pollu-
tion ahead of the 26th National 
Land Day that falls on Saturday 
this year.

Wang Xiahui, director of 
the soil environment protection 
centre under the Ministry of 
Environmental Protection, said 
prevention is the strategy as 
treating soil contaminated with 
heavy metals and organic pol-
lutants could be very costly.

The authorities should roll 
out tough restrictions on pol-
lutants emitted by factories and 
mines and those who cause se-
vere soil pollution should be 
shut	down	and	fined,	Wang	said.

Wang also called for re-
lated government departments 
to beef up monitoring over soil 
pollution.

The environmental moni-
toring agencies in many cities 
and counties, however, are short 
of equipment and personnel and 
many new soil pollutants are not 
even on the radar, he said.

More accurate monitoring 
is needed to locate contaminated 
land and determine the severity 
and pollutant types, said Wang.

He also said the govern-
ment should evaluate the related 
risks on farm produce, health 
and the ecosystem and thus de-
termine risk control measures.

He also called for more 
coordinated efforts to curb air, 
water and soil pollution, warn-
ing that they could affect each 
other. 

The soil treatment mar-
ket in China is rather large, but 
experts are cautious over the 
market prospects in the short 
term.—Xinhua

06 : 00 pm 
• 	 Weather Report
• 	 Pyi Thu Ni Ti
06 : 30 pm 
• 	 Cartoon Programme  

“Kung Fu Panda ” (Part-2)
 07 : 10 pm
• 	 International Drama Series
07 : 50 pm
• 	 International Drama Series
08 : 30 pm
• 	 MRTV Entertainment 

Music
08 : 50 pm
• 	 Tigers, Lions and  

The Guardians

    		  From	 21-7-2016  (Thursday) 6:00 pm
	             To	           22-7-2016  (Friday) 6:00 pm

09 : 00 pm
• 	 International Movie Songs
09 : 10 pm
• 	 Memorable Yaw Region
09 : 30 pm
• 	 Music Programme
09 : 40 pm
• 	 Amazing: Magician  

Sak Kaw Ma
10 : 00 pm
• 	 Hand Down Arts Heritage
10 : 20 pm
• 	 Myanmar Video
Midnight
• 	 Close Down

(21-7-2016, Thursday)

(21-7-2016 07:00am ~ 22-7-2016 07:00am) MST

Today Fresh
07:03	 Am	 News
07:26	 Am	 A Novitiation Ceremony in a Rural Township
07:51	 Am	 Famous Pagodas of Sagaing
08:03	 Am	 News
08:26	 Am	 Myanmar Traditional Thached Roofs: IN-LEAF
08:43	 Am	 The Recycle Art: Tyre
09:03	 Am	 News
09:26	 Am	 The Art of Making Glaze Ware
09:44	 Am	 Shwe U Min Natural Cave In Kalaw
10:03	 Am	 News
10:26	 Am	 The Man and The Elephant (Part- I)
10:41	 Am	 The Man and The Elephant (Part- II)
10:55	 Am	 Paper Flower

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)-  Wednesday Repeat (03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm)
(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm) -Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time
07:03	  Pm	 News
07:26	  Pm	 To My Dream City (Part- 1)
07:49	  Pm	 Welcome to the Southernmost part of Myanmar
08:03	  Pm	 News
08:26	  Pm	 Myanmar Traditional Identity (EP- 2) Myanmar 	      	
                                    Chinthe (Myanmar Lion)
08:41	  Pm	 Coin Collectors
08:48	  Pm	 Serene and Happy Rural Life in Myanmar

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm)- Today Repeat (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am) - Wednesday Repeat (03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) -Today Repeat (03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

Luxury hotel to open 27 July on 
Akasaka Prince site in Tokyo
TOKYO — Seibu Holdings Inc. 
will open The Prince Gallery 
Tokyo Kioicho, the group’s top 
luxury hotel, on the site of the 
Grand Prince Hotel Akasaka in 
central Tokyo on 27 July.

The new hotel will occu-
py the top seven floors of the 
roughly 180-metre Kioi Tow-
er, which will also have office 
floors. Guest rooms will feature 
large windows for views from 
the heart of the capital.

Besides 250 guest rooms, 

the hotel, which will be the first 
Luxury Collection property of 
Starwood Hotel & Resort, will 
have a fitness gym, a swimming 
pool and a spa.

“We aspire to be a hotel that 
is loved on a global scale,” said 
Hisaaki Takei, a senior official 
of the hotel’s operator Prince 
Hotel Inc., during a preview tour 
for the media on Tuesday.

The commercial complex 
housing the Prince hotel was 
built at a cost of roughly 104 

billion yen ($980 million) in the 
capital’s Chiyoda Ward. Ten-
ants on the office floors of the 
tower’s middle level include 
Yahoo Japan Corp. Cafes and 
restaurants on lower-level floors 
opened in May.

The classical western build-
ing on the premises that had 
been used as the Akasaka Prince 
Hotel and later as an annex is 
now named the Classic House at 
Akasaka Prince and will be used 
a banquet hall.—Kyodo News

Hidden Budapest bath a locals’ favourite for vibe, healing power

Bathers swim at the Lukacs Bath in Budapest, Hungary on 23 June 2016. Photo: Reuters

BUDAPEST — Hungary’s capital 
owes its popularity as a tourist des-
tination partly to its numerous hot 
springs and bathing culture which 
have drawn visitors to the area 
since Roman times.

Bath houses range from large, 
ornate 19th-century buildings like 
the Gellert and the Szechenyi to 
tiny Ottoman Turkish-era hamams, 
some of them more than 500 years 
old. However, few command such 
fierce loyalty from locals as Luk-
acs, an intimate bath complex 
wedged between the Buda hills and 
the Danube river.

Tucked away in a leafy hos-
pital courtyard, Lukacs offers not 
only swimming and bathing facil-
ities but also boasts special healing 
powers for its mineral-rich waters.

“No other bath house com-
pares,” said the director of the site, 
Mariann Eva. “Time has stopped 
here, and the harmony and the vibe 
are absolutely unique. Guests calm 
down, take life slowly, engage with 
one another.”

There has been a bath house at 
the site, which sits atop a hot spring, 

since the 12th century and its cli-
ents have included the 20th century 
composer and educationalist Zol-
tan Kodaly. In the communist era, 
especially in the 1970s and 1980s, 
Lukacs was a gathering place for 
artists and intellectuals, providing 
an island of relative free speech.

Hundreds of marble thank-
you plaques on the outside wall 
speak of the healing power of the 
waters for the joints, the back and 
various diseases of the organs.

As well as regular swimming 
lanes and a large pool with massage 
and jacuzzi functions, Lukacs has a 
Turkish bath complete with saunas 
and steam rooms. 

Medical massages are ad-
ministered by experienced profes-
sionals. Bernadett Marosi, 72, has 
been coming to Lukacs daily for 
decades and her devotion led her 
to turn down an invitation from 
her daughter to move to Italy to 
live with her. “I told her I couldn’t 
(move to Italy). My life is here 
and the strength I get for my life 
comes from Lukacs,” Marosi said. 
—Reuters

Summer scorcher: Heatwave bakes Britain
LONDON —  Britain enjoyed 
the hottest day of the year on 
Tuesday (19 July), with tempera-
tures soaring to possible highs of 
35 degrees celsius in some parts 
of the country, Britain’s Met Of-
fice said.

People sunbathed and ate ice 
creams in St James’ Park in Lon-

don in the 32 degree celsius sun.
Gorillas in London Zoo 

were treated to refreshing fruit 
ice blocks to cool down from the 
heat. In the northern England sea-
side resort of Blackpool, where 
temperatures hit more than 28 
degrees celsius, children splashed 
around on the beach.

Britain has so far had a driz-
zly summer, but the hot weather 
is expected to continue through to 
Wednesday (20 July) in southern 
parts of the country.

The Met Office issued thun-
derstorm warnings for later on 
Tuesday in the central and north-
ern areas of the UK.—Reuters

TV personality Kyosen 
Ohashi dies at 82

File photo taken in December 1973 
shows Kyosen Ohashi hosting 
a TV show. Ohashi, whose real 
name is Katsumi Ohashi, died of 
acute respiratory failure at a Chi-
ba hospital on 12 July 2016 at the 
age of 82, according to his office.  
Photo: Kyodo News

TOKYO  — Veteran Japanese tel-
evision personality and former up-
per house member Kyosen Ohashi 
died of acute respiratory failure at 
a Chiba hospital on 12 July, his of-
fice said Wednesday. He was 82.

Born in Tokyo, Ohashi, 
whose real name was Katsumi 
Ohashi, entered Waseda Universi-
ty in 1952 to study journalism but 
quit the university and became a 
jazz critic.

After working for music tele-
vision programmes, he became the 
host of popular midnight TV show 
“11PM” in 1966. The show dealt 
with themes ranging from politics 
to entertainment, including mah-
jong, horse racing and golf, and 
ran for more than 20 years.

His popularity grew as he ap-
peared in quiz shows and various 
other TV programmes.

In 2001, Ohashi ran in the 
House of Councillors election as 
a candidate of the now defunct 
Democratic Party of Japan. 

Although elected, he resigned 
six months later dissatisfied with 

the party’s leadership. 
Ohashi had business interests 

abroad and spent the last stage 
of his life in Australia and Cana-
da. He had suffered cancer since 
2005.—Kyodo News
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TORONTO —  
Tiger Woods has 

shut it down for 
the rest of the pro-

fessional golf season, 
bringing into question 

his playing future as the best 
golfer of his generation will be 
away from the sport for over a 
year when, and if, he returns.

Woods, who is recovering 
from multiple back surgeries that 
have kept him out of action for 
nearly a year, hinted earlier this 
year that he might not play this 
season but it was finally made of-
ficial on Tuesday.

The PGA Championship 
announced that Woods had with-
drawn from the 28-31 July event 
at Baltusrol, marking the first 
time he will miss all four majors 
in a calendar year, while his 

agent confirmed his client is 
done for the season.

“Not going 
to play in the 

‘15/’16 season. 
We will assess 
this Fall when 
to come back 

and play for the 
‘16/’17 season,” 

Mark Steinberg 
said in an email to 

Reuters after Golf 
Channel had first re-
ported the news. The 

2016-17 PGA Tour season starts 
in mid-October in Napa, Cali-
fornia, which marks the start of 
a seven-tournament run through 
November before the schedule 
resumes in January.

No one, not even Woods, 
can possibly know how the for-
mer world number one will fare 
when he makes his PGA Tour 
return after an absence that dates 
back to the Wyndham Champi-
onship in August 2015, where he 
tied for 10th.

Woods, famously, used to 
say he would never tee it up in a 
golf tournament unless he thought 
he was capable of winning and he 
is clearly being cautious about 
rushing his return to a game that 
has since seen a handful of young 
stars crowd the top of the world 
rankings. Woods, who made 11 
starts on the PGA Tour last season 
and just seven the season before, 
had his first back surgery in early 
2014. A second microdisectomy 
was performed last September 
with a follow-up procedure six 
weeks later.

In late February, in an ef-
fort to shoot down reports that 
suggested he endured setbacks 
during his rehabilitation process, 
Woods posted a video of himself 
swinging a golf club in front of an 
indoor golf simulator, seemingly 
without discomfort.

A week later the 14-times 
major champion said he was 
feeling “a lot better” and still had 
intentions of playing golf “at the 
highest level.”

In mid-May, Woods said he 
was “progressing nicely” but then 
hit three balls into the water on a 
short par-three hole during an ex-
hibition to promote a tournament 
he hosts. Last month, Woods in-
dicated that he might not return 
to competition this year, saying 
he needed to be patient during his 
recovery.

A winner of 79 PGA Tour 
titles, Woods was world number 
one a record total of 683 weeks 
but his form has slipped dra-
matically in recent years due to 
injuries and the mastering of a 
new swing, while his ranking has 
plummeted to a mind-boggling 
628th.

“It’s been a long road,” 
Woods said in April after playing 
his first stretch of holes since last 
August, at a golf course opening 
in Montgomery, Texas.

“To actually be able to play 
soccer with my kids again, to do 
something like this, to be able to 
live life, that’s what’s been nice. 
Five months ago I couldn’t.”

The 40-year-old Woods has 
not won a tournament since 2013 
and last won a major at the 2008 
US Open.—Reuters

Injured Woods to sit out rest of season

Photo: Reuters

RIO DE JANEIRO — Brazil 
Olympic football coach Rogerio 
Micale said on Tuesday he will 
be happy if his team is dependent 
on Neymar at next month’s Rio 
2016 Games.

Micale met the 24-year-old 
for the first time on Tuesday 
at the team’s training base in 
Teresopolis, near Rio de Janei-
ro, and the coach was impressed 
with what he saw.

“My impression of him was 
better than I expected. He is ex-
tremely motivated, he is aware 
of what the Olympics represent 
and wants to help as much pos-
sible.”

When asked if he was con-
cerned the team might rely too 
heavily on the Barcelona for-
ward, Micale replied: “I want 
to be Neymar-dependent. Who 
wouldn’t want him in their 
team? I always want him in my 
team but I also want him to be 
happy playing.”

Micale took charge of Bra-
zil’s Olympic team last month 
after Dunga was sacked as coach 
of the Olympic and national 
teams following the Selecao’s 

‘I want to be Neymar-dependent’ 
— Brazil Olympic coach

group-stage elimination from 
the Copa America.

The Olympic football tour-
nament is the sport’s only major 
international competition that 
Brazil has yet to win.

Micale’s side will fine-tune 

their preparations for the tourna-
ment with a friendly against Ja-
pan in Goiania on 30 July.

Brazil will debut at the Rio 
2016 Games against South Af-
rica in Brasilia on 4 August.—
Xinhua

Brazilian Olympic national head coach Rogerio Micale greets the main 
national team head coach Tite (L) after attending a news conference 
to announce Brazil’s soccer team for the Olympics at Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil on 29 June 2016. Photo: Reuters

West Brom goalkeeper Myhill 
extends contract to 2018
LONDON — West Bromwich Al-
bion goalkeeper Boaz Myhill has 
extended his contract until 2018, 
the Premier League club said.

The 33-year-old made 23 
league starts last season and 
replaced Ben Foster, who spent 
much of the campaign on the 
sidelines with a knee injury, as 
first-choice keeper.

“We’re delighted Boaz has 
agreed a contract extension and 
we’ve secured his services for 

an additional year,” coach Tony 
Pulis told the club’s website 
(www.wba.co.uk). 

“Boaz is a great profes-
sional and he provides good 
competition for Ben.”

Myhill joined the club in 
2010 from Hull City.

West Brom, who finished 
14th in the league last season, 
open their 2016-17 campaign at 
Crystal Palace on 13 August.—
Reuters

Demba Ba says not retiring after 
horror Shanghai leg break
SHANGHAI — Former Chelsea 
striker Demba Ba is not consid-
ering retirement after suffering 
a career-threatening leg break 
while playing for Shanghai Shen-
hua in the Chinese Super League.

The 31-year-old collapsed 
in the second half of his side’s 
derby victory over Shanghai 
SIPG, with his left leg giving 
way beneath the knee as he fell 
to the ground, but the Senegalese 
hopes to be back in time for next 
season.

“This is a really bad injury 

but I can overcome it. I won’t 
call time on my career, that’s for 
sure,” Ba, who also had spells 
with West Ham United and New-
castle United, told Radio Monte 
Carlo.

“The season here ends in 
November and the new one 
starts in March. I’ll do my best 
to return in time for the season 
after that.” Shanghai Shenhua 
are fifth in Chinese champi-
onship standings and will face 
Shijiazhuang Ever Bright on 
Thursday.—Reuters


